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MESSAGE  OF  TH  E  PRESIDENT. 


Richmond^  Va.,  Dec.  23,  1866-. 

9 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transn^  for  your  information,  a  communioatioB  frooi 
,  th^  Secretary  of  W!^  covering,  Oeneral  Lee's  report  of  the;  opera- 
tiona  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  from  tho.  date  of  his  aasnmp- 
tion.'  of  cQmmand  to  and  including  the  battle  of  Frederickabi^g, 
December  1 3th,  1869,  and  the  subordinate  reports  appertaining 
thereto.  •  *     •    .  • 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 
•        •/    ■     • 

CoNrBDBRATE    StaTBS    OV   AmURICA,    «  > 

War  Dmartment,  \ 

Richmond,  Va,  Dec.  21,  1863,  ) 
•        •       ■ 
To  His  Excellency,   the  President  i' 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  tn^nsmit  fgr  the  information 
of  Congress,  General  Lee's  report  of  operations  of  the  Ajrmy  of 
Northern  Virginia,  from  the  date  of  his  assumption  of  command  to 
and. including  the  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  December  ISth,  186S,  and 
the  subordinate  reports  appertaining  ^thef^to. 

This  includes  the  report  of  operations  before  Richmond,  submitted 
at  thc^last  session,  but  procured  from  the  congressional  files,  that  the 
consecutive  narrative  might  be  formed^^  in  accordance  with  General 
Lee's  written  request.    *       . 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedieni  servant, 

JAMBS  A.  SBDDON. 
Secretary  ef  War, 
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GENERAL  lEE'S  REPORT. 


March  6,  1863.  J 

Oenersl  8.  Cooper, 

AdpOtmt  tmi^InspicM  Gemral,  'Ridtmondf  Fa.  ; 

SiE !  After  the  battle  of  Seyen  Pines,  the  Federal  urmy,  under 
General  McClellan,  preparatory  to  mn  advance  upon  Riohmond,  pro- 
ceeded to  fortify  ite  position  on  the  Chickahominy,  a^d  to  perfect  the 
communications  with  its  base  of  supplies,  near  the  head  of  x  ork  river. 
Its  left  was  established  south  of  the  Chickahominy,  between  White 
Oak  Swamp  and  Hew  Biidge,  defended  by  a  line  of  strong  works,  ac- 
cess to  which,  except  by  a  fi^w  narrow  roads,  was  obstructed  by  felling 
the  dense  forests  in  front.  These  roads  were  commanded  for  a  great 
distance  by  the  heavy  guns  in  the  fortiScations.  The  right  wing  lay 
north  of  the  Gbickahominy,  extending  beyond  Mechanicsville,  and 
the  approaches  from  the  southside  were  strongly  defended  by  entrench-  . 
ments.  Our  army  was  around  Richmond.  The  divisions  of  Huger 
and  Magruder,  supported  by  those  of ,  Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill,  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  ti^t  of  A.  P.  Hill  extending  from  Ma- 
gruder's  left  beyou'd  Meadow  Bridge.  The  command  of  Oen^ral 
Jackson,  including  iTwell's  division,  Operating  in  the  Shenandoah  val- 
ley, %ad  succeeded  in.  diverting  the  army  of  McDowell  at  Fredericks- 
burg from  uniting  with  that  of  McClellan.  To  render  this  diversion 
more  decided,  and  efiectually  mask  his  withdrawal  from  the  Valley 
at  the  proper  time,  Jackson,  after  the  defeat  of  Fremont  and  Shields, 
was  reinforced  by  Whiting's  division,  composed  of  Hood's  Texas 
brigade,  and  his  own,  under  Colonel  Law,  from  Richmond^  and  that 
of  Lawton,  from  the  South.  The  intention  of  the  enemy  seemed  to 
be  to  attaek  Richmond  by  regular  approaches.  The  strength  pf  his 
leflt  wing  rendered  a  direct  assualt  injudicious,  if  npt  impracticable. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  construct  defensive  lines  so  as  to  ena- 
ble a  part  of  the  army  to  defend  the  city,  and  leave  the  other  part 
free  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  and  operate  on  the  north  bank.  By 
sweeping  down  the  river  on  that  side,  and  threatening  his  communica- 
tions with  York  river,  it  was  thought  that  the  enemy  would  be  com- 
pelled to  retreat  or  give  battle  out  of  his  entrenchments.  The  plan 
was  submitted  to  His  ExeeHency  the  President,  who  was  repeatedly 
OB  the  field  in  the  cotnrse  of  its  executfon. 
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Whik  prepmrfttioiiB  were  *iB  progrese,  a  eayalrT  ezpeditioity  under 
General  Stuart,  w^b  iaade  \arQiuid  the  rear  of  the  Federal  army,  ^o 
ascertain  itB  position  lind  moremenis.     This  was  executed  with  great 
address  and  daring  bythi^t  accomplished  qfUceor.     As  soon  as  the  de«^ 
fensive^  works^  Were   sufficiently,   advanced,    General  Jacksen    wms 
directed  to  move  rapidly  and  secretly  fn>|n  the  Valley,  so  as  to  arrire 
in  the  yieinity  of  Ashland  by  the  24th  of  June.     The  enemy  appearMi 
to  be  unaware  of  Our  purpose,  and  on  the  26th  attacked  General 
Huger,  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  with  the  intention,  as  appeared  hy 
.a  dispatch  from  General  McGlelian,  of  securing  his  advance  towards 
Richmond^    The  effort  was  soccess^ly  resisted  and  our  line  main- 
tained, 

filTTLE    OF    MbCHANICBTILLV: 

*  •  .  • 

According  to  the  general  order  of  battle,  a  copy  of  which  is  an- 
nexed,  General  Jaeksoi  was. to  inarch  from  Ashland  on  the  25th,  in 
the  direction  of  Slash'  Church,  encamping  for  the*  night  west  of  the 
Central  railroad,  and  to  advance  at  three,  A.  M.,  on  the  26th,  and 
turn  Beayer  Dam.  A.  P.  Hill  was  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Mea- 
dow Bridge,  when  Jackson's  advance  beyond  that  point  should  be 
known,,  and  move  directly  upon  Mechanicsville.  As  soon  as  the 
Mechanicsville  bridge  should  be  uncovered,  Longstreet  and  D.  H. 
Hill  were  to  cross,  the  latter  to  proceied  to  the  support  of  Jackson, 
and  the  former  to  that  of  A.  P.  Hill.  '  The  four  commands  were 
directed  to  sweep  down  the  north  side  of  the  Ohickshominy  towards 
the  Tork  Hiver  railroad,  Jackson  on  the  left  and  in  advance,  Long- 
street  nearest  the  river  and  in  the  rear,  fluger  and  Magruder  were 
ordered  to  hold  their  positions  against  any  assault  of  the  enemy,  to 
observe  his  movements,  and  follow  him  closely  should  he  retreat. 
.  General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry,  was  thrown  out  on  Jackson's  left, 
to  guard  his  flank,  and  give. notice  of  #fte  enemy's  movements.  Brig* 
adier  General  Pendleton  was  directed  to  employ  the  reserve  artillery 
so  as  to  resist  any  approach  of  the  enemy  towards  Bichmon(Lt<^ 
superintend  that  portion  of  it  posted  to  aid  in  the  operations  onnhe 
north  bank,. and  hold  the  remainder  ready  for-  use  when  it  might  be 
required.  In  consequence  of  unavoidable  delays,  the  whole  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson's  command  did  not  arrive  at  Ashland  in  time  to  enable 
him  to  reach  the  point  designated*  on  the  25th.  His  m^-rch  on  the 
S6th  was  consequently  longer  than  had  be^n  anticipated,  and  hift  pro- 
gress being  also  retarded  by  the  enemy,  A.  P.  Hill  did  not  begin  his 
movement  until  three,  P,  M],  when  he  crossed  the  river  and  advanced 
upon  Mechiknicsville.  After ''a  sharp .  conflict,  he  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  entrenchments,  and  forced  him  to  take  refuge  in  his  works,  . 
on  the  left  bank  'of  Beaver  Dam,  about  a  mile  distant.  This  position 
was  a  strong  one,  the  banks  of  the  creek  in  front  being  high  and 
almost  perpendicular,  and  the  approach  to  it  over  open  fields,  'com- 
manded by  the  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  entrenched  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  The  difficulty^  of  crossing  the  stream  had  been  increiased 
by  ifeilingythe  woods  Oji  its  ban)(S  and  destrd/ing  the  bridges.    Ja<^-' 
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t<m  l)0i^.^)q^tod  Ip  pMs.  B^i^ver  Dftinjibor*^  ^d  tttni  th*.  •atOLT't 
rigkt,  a. aireot  »tt»0k  VM  not  mtda  by  Goner*!  Hill.  One  of  his* 
regiments  on  the  left  of  hie  line  oroesed  the  ereek  to  conmonicate 
with  Jackeon^  mnd  .remained,  nntil  after ^ark^  when  it  was  withdrawn; 
Loogstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill  croeeed  the  Mechanioeville  bridge  as  soon 
aa  it  was  nncoTered  and  douid  be  repaired,  but  it  wm  late  before  they 
readied >he  north,  bank  of  the  ChielwihoB^inj.  D.  H.  Hull's  leading 
bri^e4e>  under  Ripley,  adfaneed  to  the  tupport  ef  the  troops  enga|;ed» 
and  at  a  late  Jhour  united  with  Fender's  brigacby  of  A.  P.  Hill's  diris-  • 
ion«  in  an  effort  to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  but  tke  troops  were  Unable^ 
in  the  growing  darki|Ms,r  to  oY|)|tsome  the  obstructions,  and  after 
sosteining  a  destrnotiye  fire  oif  musketry  and  artillery  at  short  mg% 
ware  withdrawn*  The  fir^  w^s  continued  until  about  nine,  P.  M;, 
whesn,  4J}e  fngagenpAnt  ceased  Our  troops  retained  the  ground  on 
the  right  bank^.from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven,  fiipley  was 
Teliered  ^  three,  P.  M.,  on  the  S7th,  by  two  pf  Longstreet's  brigades, 
whiqh  we^e.  subaei|uently  reinforeed.  In  expectatioii  of  Jackson'a 
arriyalon  the ^emy's  nj^t^  -the  battle.  wSs  renewed  at  dawn,  and 
contm^ed  with  animation  for  about  two  hours^  during  which  the 
passage  c^  the  ereek  was  attempted,  and  our  troops  fore^-  their  way 
to  its  banks,  nhmre  their  progress  was-lirrested  by  the  nature  of  the 
stream.  They  maintained  their  position,  while  preparations  were 
being  made  to  eross  at  ianother  point  nearer  the  Ohickahominy.  Bo- 
fore  they  were  completed,  Jackson  crossed  Beaver  Dam  above  and  the 
enemy  abandoned  his  entrenchments  and  retired  rapidly  down  the 
river,  destroying  a  great  deal,  of  prooerty,  but  leaving  much  in  bis 
deserted  camps. 

'Battlu  of  the  Chickahominv. 

After  repairing  Ae  bridges  over  Beaver  Dam^  the  si^veral  columns 
resumed  their  march,  as  nearly  as  possible,  as  prescribed  ip.  t\x4  order* 
Jackson,  with  whoa  D.  H.  Hill  had  united,  bore  to  the  left,  in  order 
to  cut  off  reinforcements  to  the  enemy,  or  intercept  his  retreat  in  that 
direction.  Longstreet  and  A.  P^  Hill  moved  nearer  the  Chickahom- 
iny.  'Many  prisoners  were  taken  in  their  progress,  and  the  conflagra- 
tions of  wagons  and  stores  marked  the  way  of  the  retreating  army. 
Longstreet  and  Hill  reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Bridge  about  nS|^. 
It  was  ascertained  that  tke  enemy  had  taken  a  position  l^hind  Powhite 
creek,  prepared  to  dispute  our  progress.  He  occupied  a  range  of 
hills,  with  his  right  resting  in  the  vicinity  of  McOehees'  house,  and 
his  left  near  that  of  DrJ"  Gaines,  on  a  wooded  bluff,  which  rose  ab- 
ruptly from  a  deep,  ravine.  The  ravine  was  filled  with  sharpshooters, 
to  whom  its  banks  gave  protection.  •  A  secon4*  line  of  infantry  wf  s 
stationed  on  the  sicto  of  the  hill,  behind  a  breastwork  of  trees^  above  . 
the  firslt.  A  third  occupied  the  crest,  strengthened  with  rifle  trenches, 
and  cro^jrned  with  artillery.  The  approach  to  this  position  was  over 
an  open  plain,  about  a  quaarter  of  a  mile  wide,  commanded  by  this.  . 
triple  line  <tf  fire,  and  swept  by  the  heavy  batteries  south  of  the 
Ohickahg;m|py. .  In  front  of  his  centre  apd  right,  the  groftud  was  i 
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ffenenllj  opte,  bounded  on  the  fide  of  our  ftppreaeh  br  a  wood,  wkli 
dense  and  t&ngled  undergroilrtiiy  and  traversed  by  a  shiggish  stream 
which  conTerted  the  soil  into  a  deep  morass.  The  woods  on  the 
farther  side  of  the  sii^mp  were  oocfupied  hj.  sha^shooters,  and  trees 

Jiad  been  felled  to  ii^crease  the  difficulty  of  its  passage,  and  detain  our 
advancing  cplamns  under  the  fire  of  infantry,  massed  on  the  'slopes 
of  the  opposite  hills,  and  of  the  batteries  on  their  crests.  Pressing* 
on  towards  the  York  River  railroad,  A.  P.  Hill,  who  was  in  adrance, 
reached  the  vicinity  of  New  .Gold  Harbor  aboirt  two  P.  M.,  where  hef 
encountered  the  enetny.  He  immediately  formed  his  line  nearly  psr:- 
allel  to  the  read  leading  from  that  place  towards  McGehee's  house, 
airi  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  The  arrival  of  Jackson  on  our  left 
.waift  momentarily  expected,  and  it  was  supposed  that  his  approach 
would  cause  the '  ezti^nsion  of  *  the  enemy's  line  in  that  direction. 
Under  this  impression,  Longstreet  was  held  back  until  this  movement 

'  should  commence.  The  principal  part  of  the  Federal  army  was  now 
on  the  north  side  of  tht  Chickahominy.   *  HilPs  single  division  met 

.   this  large  force  with  the  impetuous  courage  for  which  t^at  officer  and 
his  troops  are  distinguished.     They  drove  the  enemy  back  and  assailed 
him  in  his  strong  position  on  tife  ridge:      The  battle  raged  fiercely^ 
and  with  varying  fortune,  more  than  two  hours.      Three  regiments  * 
pierced  the  enetiy's  line,  and  forced  their  way  to  the  crest  of  the  hill 

.  on  his  left,  but  were  compelled  to  fall  back  before  overwhelming  num- 
bers.  The  superior  force  of  the  enemy ,.  assisted  bv  the  fire  of  his 
batteries,  south  of  the  Chickahominy,  which  played  incessantly  On- 
our  columns  as  they  pressed  thr^gh  the  difficulties  that  obstructed 
their  way,  caused,  them  to  recoil.     Though  most  of  the  men  had  never 

*  been  under  fire  until  the  day  before,  they  were  rallied,  and  in  turn, 
repelled*  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  §dme  brigades  were  broken,' 
others  stubbornly  maintained  Iheir  positions,  but  it  became  apparent 
that  the  enemy  was  gradually  gaining  ground.  The  attack  on  our 
left  being  delayed  by  the  length  of  Jackson^s  march,  and  the  obstacles 
he  encountered,  LoDgstreet  was  ordered  to  make  a  diversion  in  Hill's 
favor,  by  a  feint  on  the  enemy's  left.  In  making  this  demonstration,  • 
the  great  strength  of  the  position  already  described  was  discovered, 
and  General  Longstreet  perceived  that,  to  render  the  diversion  effeo- 
ttt%l,  the  feint  must  be  converted  into  an  attack*.  He  resolved,  with  * 
eha^lHeristic  promptness,  to  carry  the  heights  by  assault.  His  eoU 
umn  was  quickly  formed  near  the  open  ground,  and  as  his  prepara- 
tions were  completed,  Jackson  arrived,  and  his  right  division,  that  of 
Whiting,  took  position  on  the  left  of  Longstreft.  At  the  same  time, 
D;  H.  Hill  formed  on-  oui*  extreme  left,  and  aftor  a  short  but  bloody 
conflict,  forced  his  way  tlirough  the  morass  ^^d  obstructions,  and 
droare  the  enemy  from  the  woods  cnri  the  opposite  shle:  Ewelladvanced 
on  Hill's^right  and  engaged  the  enemy  furiously..  The  first  and  fourth 
brigades,. of  Jackson's  own  division,  filled  the  interval  between  Ewell  . 
and  A.  P.  Hill.  The  second  and  third  were  sent  -to  the  right»  The  ' 
arrival  of  these  fresh  troops  enabled  A.  P.  HiU  to  withdraw  some  of 
his  brigades,  wearied  and  reduced  by  their  long  and  arduous  conflict. 
The  line  being  now  complete,  a  general  advance,  from  right4fco  left» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WM  ordeTed«    On  die  ri^t,  th«  troops  moTod  fbnrftrd  wiA  ito^i- 
ntet,  vndieokod  by  the  terrible  fire  from  the  triple  liaeB.of  iofentry 
on  the  hill,  and  tlie  ciinnon  on  both  sidea  of  the  river^*  whioh  burst 
upon  them  as  they  emerged  npon  the  plain.     The  dead  and  wonnded, 
marked  ike  way  of  iheir  intrepid  adyance^  tUe  brave  Texans  leading,' * 
closely  followed  by  their  no  less  daring  comrades.     The  enemy  were  . . 
driVen  from  the  ravine  to  the  first  line  of  breastworks,  over  whieh  our 
impetnottd  colamn  dashed   up  to   th^  entrenohments  on  -  the  orest: 
These  were  quickly  stormed,  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  captared, 
and  the  enemy  driven  into  the  fiel({  beyond.      Fresh  troops-  came  to 
his  snppoirt,  and  he  endeavored  rd)>eatedly  to  rally,  but  in  vain.     He  , 
was  forced  back  with  great  slaughter,  until  be  reached  the  woods  on., 

*  the  banks  of  the  Ghickahominy,  and  night  put  an  end  to* the  pursuit. 
Long  lines  of  dead  and  wounded  marked  each  stand  made  by  t|ie  - 
enemy  in  his- stubborn  resistance,  and  the  field  over  which  be  throated 
was  strewn  with  the  slain.  On  the  left,  the;ittack  was  no  less  viffor- 
ons  aiA  successful.  D.  H^  Hill  charged  across  the  open  grounain 
his  front,  one  of  his  regimenfs  having  first  bravely  carried  a  battery 
whose  fire  enfiladed  his  advance.*     Gallantly  supported  by  tht  troops 

•  on  his  right,  who  pressed  forward  with  unfitltering  resolution,  he 
reached  the  orest  of  the  ridge,  and,  aftw  a  sanguinary  struggle,  broke 
tbe  enemy's  line,  cAptured  several  of  his  batteries,  and  drove  him  in 
confusion  towards  the  Ghickahominy,  until  darkness  rendered  further 
pursuit  impossible.     Our  troops  remained  in  jindistarbed  possession 
of  the  field,  coyered  with  the  Federal  dead  and  wounded,  and  their 
broken  forces  fled  to  the  river  or  wandered  Xhrough  the  woods*  .  Owing  a 
to  the  nature  of  the  country,  the  cavalry  was  unr»ble  lo  participate  in 
the  general  Migagement.     It  rendered  valuable  8ei*vii;e  in  gparding    * 
Jackson's  flank,  ^and  took  a  large  number  of  .prisoners*      On  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  it  was  ascertained,  .that  none  of  th^  enemy  re- 
mained in  our  frontAiorth  of  the  Ghickshominy.^    As  he  might  yet 
intend  to  give  battle  to  preserve  his  communications,  the*  ninth  cav«  . 
airy,  supported  by^Ewell's  divisicn,  was  ordered  to  seise  the  York 

-River  rai^oad,  and  General  Stuart,  with  his  main  body,  to  oo-oper-  * 
ate.  When  the  cavalry  reached  Dispatch  Station,  the  enemy  retreated 
to  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  burned  the  railroad  bridgtf.  Jlwell^ 
coming  up  shortly  afterwards,  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  track. 
During. the  forenoon,  columns  of  dust,  south  of  the  Chiokahonunyp 
showed  that  the  Federal  army' was  in  motion.  The  abandonment  af 
the  railroad  and  destruction  of  the  bridge,  proved  that  no  further 
attempt  would  be  made  to  hold  that  line.  But  from  the  position  it 
occupied,  the  roods,,  whiiih  led  towards  James  river,  would  also  enable 
it  to  reach  the  h^wer  bridges  over  tibe  Ghickahominy,  and  retreat  down 
the  Fwinsiila.  .  In  tiie  latter  event,  it  was  necessary  that  our  troops 
should  continue  on-  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and,  until  th%  inten* 
lion  of  Srenend  McGleUan  was  disoptered,  it  was  deemp^  inj^udioious  • 
to  change  thai  dkposttien.  Ewell  was  therefoce-ordered  to  proceed, 
to  Bottam's  Bridge  to  gdard  thai  point,  and  the  cavalry  to.  watch,  the 
brigdes  below.  No  oertain  indications  of  a  retreat  to  blames  river 
were  dteeorered  by  our^foroes  on  the  soutih  side  of  the  Chickahominy, 
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and  lal«  in.  the  itflernoon  the  enemy's  works  were  reported  to  be  Mlj 
manned.  The  strength  of  these  fortifications  prevented  Generala- 
Hnger  and  Magruder  from  diacoyering  what  was  passing  in  their 
front.  Below  the  enemy's  works,  the  country  was  densely  wooded^ 
and  intersected  by  impassable  swamps,  at  once  concealing  his  jmove- 
ments,  and  precluding  reconnoisances,  except  by  the  regular  roads,  all 
of  which  were  strongly  guarded.  The  bridges  over  the  Chickahomf- 
ny,  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  were  destroyed^  and  their  reconstruction 
impractieable  in  the  presence  of  his  whole  army  and  powerful  batte* 
lies.  We  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  wait  until  his  purppse  should 
be  dereloped.  Oenerals  Huger  anc^Magruder  were  again  directed  to 
aae  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  pursue  the  enemy  vigorously  -should 
Ihey  discover  .that  he  was  retreating.  'During  the  afternoon  and  night 
of  the  S8th,  the  signs  of  a  general  movement  were  apparent,  and  no 
indications  of  his  approach  to  the  lower  bridges  of  the  Chjckahominy 
haying  been  discovered  by.  the  pickets  in  observation  at  those  pointSy 
it  became  manifest  that  *  General  McClellan  was  retreating  tP  the 
James  river.  *  f 

a   •  •  ' 

Battle  of  Savage  Station. 

Early  on  the  29th,  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  w^e  grdered  to  re* « 
eross  the  Chickahominy  at  Kew  Bridge  and  move  by  the  Darbytown 
to  the  Long  Bridge  road.  Major  B.  K.  Meade  and  Lieutenant  S.  K. 
Johnson,  of  the  engineers,  attached  to  General  Longstreet  a  division , 
who  had  been  sent  to  reconnoitre,  found,  about  sunrise^  the.  work  on 
^  upper  extremity  of  the  enemy's  line  of  entrenchments  abandoned. 
Generals  Huger  and  Magruder  were  immediately  ordered  in  pursuit^ 
the  former  by  the  Charles  City  road,  so  as  to  take  the  Federal  army 
in  flank,  and  the  latter  by  the  Williamsburg  road,  to  attack  its  rear. 
Jaclcson  was  directed  t6  cross '^t*  Grapevine  Bridm  and  move  doifn 
the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  Magruder  iwd  Huger  f Jund  the 
whole  line  of  works  deserted  and  large  quantities  of  military  stords, 
of  ev^ry  description,  abandoned  or  destroyed.  The  former  reached 
Hxe  vicinity  of  Savage  Station  about  noon,  where  he  came  tpon  the 
rear  guard  of  the  retreating  army.  Being  informed  that  the  enemy 
was'  advancing,  he  halted  and  sent  for  reinforcements.'  Two  brigades 
of  9^E®^^  division  were  ordcu^ed  to  his  support,  but  sutaequently 
withdrawn,  it  being  apparent  that  the  force  in  Magruder's  front  was 
eoyering  the  retreat  of  the  main  body.  Jackson's  route  led'  to  the 
flank  and  rear  of  Savage  Station,  but  he  was  delayed  by  the  neoeft. 
lity  t>f  reconstructing  Grapevine  Bridge.  Late  in  the  afternoottp 
ICi^gnider  attacked*  the  enemy  with  one  of  his  divisions  and  tv^-o  regi- 
menta  of  another.  A  severe  action  ensued  and  continued  aboat  tw6 
hours,  when  it  was  terminated  by  night.  The  troops  displayed  great 
sallantrj  and  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  enemy,  but,  owing  'to  the 
btisness'  of  die  hour  and  the  small  force  employed,  the  result  was  net 
'  deeisire,  and  the  enemy  continued  his .  retreat,  under  cover  of  d^k- 
neii^  leaving  several  hundred  prisoners,  with  hia  dead  and  woan4od, 
in  Ottr  httds.*    At  Batagft  8tafio)a  were  foand  about  twenty.^v^  t^i^. 
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diedmfiiJii  hospittl  ftada  large  amount  of  property.  Stores  of 
mneli  Tiloe  had  been  destroyed,  inelnding  the  necessary  medical  snp- 
pliea  for  the  sick  and  •wounded.  But  the  time  gained  enabled  the 
retreating  column  to  cross  Whit6  Oak  Swamp  without  interruption 
and  deftroy  the  bridge. 

Battle  or  Frazter's  Farm. 

Jackson  reached   Sarage   Station  eady  on  the  SOtb.      He  was  . 
dfarected  to  pursue  the  enemy  on  the  road  he  had  taken,  and  Magruder  ) 
to  follow  Longstreet  by  the*Darbytown  road.  '  As  Jackson  adTanced,-  *• 
be  captured  such  numbers  of  nrisoners,  and  collected  .so  n»any  armg^  . 
that  two  regiments  had  to  be  detached  for  their  security.     His  pro^ 
grass  was  arrested  it  White  Oak  Swamp.     The  enemy  occupied  the 
opposite  side  and  obstinately  resisted  the  reconstruction  of  the  hridge. . 
Longstreet  and  A,  P.  Hill,  continuing  their  adrance  on  the  SOthy 
«oon  came  upon  the  enemy,  stvongly  poRted  across  the  Long  Bridj^ 
road,  about  a  mile  from  its  intersection  with  the  Charles  City  road. 
Huger'a  route  led  to  the  right  of  this  position,  Jackson's  to  the  rear, 
and  the  arrival  of  their  commands  was .  awafted  to  begin  the  attack.  / 
On  the  t9th  General  Helmed  had  crossed  from  the   south'  QJde*  of 
James  rirer,  with  jftirt  Of  his  divisipn.     On  the  3:)th,  reinforced  by*- 
General  Wise  with  a  detachment  of  his  brigade,  he  moved  down  the 
river  road  and  came  upon  the  line  of.  the  retreating  army  near  Mal« 
vem  Hill.     Perceiving  indications  of  confusion,  General  Holmes  was 
ordered  to  open  upon  the  column  with  artillery.     He  soon  discovered 
that  a  iDumber  of  batteries,  advantageously  paste'?,   supported  by  an 
in&ntry  force  superior  to  his  own  and  assisted  by  the  lire  of  the  gun- 
boats in  James  river,  guarded  this  part  of  the  hue,  Magruder,  who 
had  reached  the  Darby  town  road,  wds  ordered  to  reinforce  'Holmes, 
but,  being  at  a  greater  distance  thai^  had  been  supposed,  he  did  not : 
reach  the  position  of  the  latter  in  time  for  an  attack.     Huger  re- 
ported that  his  progress  was  obstructed ;  but  about  four,  P.  M.,  firing  * 
was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Charles  City  road,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  indicate  his  approach.     Longstreet  immediately  oj^ened  with  : 
one  of  his  batteries  to  give  notice  of  his  presence.     This  brought  on  ^ 
the  emgagement,  but  Huger  not  coming  up.  and  Jackson  having  been  ^ 
unable  to 'force  the  passage  of  White   Oak^  Swamp,  Longstreet  and  ' 
HQIlrere  without 'the  expected  support.     The  superiority  of  num- 
bed and  advantage  of  position  wore  on*  the  side  of  the  eneoiy.    Tha 
battle  raged  furiously  until  nine,  P.  M,     By  that  time  the  ftiemy  had  i 
b«e]|  iriteitt  with  great  slaughter  from  every  position  b^t  one,  which, 
he  uiaiint4ined  until  he  was  enabled  to  withdraw  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness: '  At  the  dose  of  the  struggle,  nearly  .the  entire  field  remained- 
in  -ffur  nosses^ion,  covered  wi^  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded,.. 
&btay  1»AsoneHi,  Including  a  general  of  divisipn,  were  captured^  m^t 
seveWa  battles,  with  some  thousands  of  small  arms  taken.     CouM^ 
thft  ot!herc<yimn«nde  ha vo  co-operated  in  the  action,  the.  result .  weuklv 
hateproteditost  disastrous  to  the  emem^.  •:  After  the  engagement^; 
MMDPMilrwiKi  te^      to  relieve' the  troopeof  Longstfeet  and  IXUKk 
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Hii  men,  maoh  fatigued  by  their  long,  hot  march,  arrived  dn]:iiig  the 
night. 

Battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Earl  J  on  the  Ist  of'  July,  Jackson  reached  the  battle  field  of  the 

treyioup  day,  haying  succeeded  in  Cfoesing  White  Oak  swamp,  where 
e  captured  a  part  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  a  number  oi  prisoners; 
He  was  direerted  to  continue  the  pursuit  down  the  Willis  church  road^ 
and  soon  found  the  enemy 'occupying  a  high  range,' extending  obliquely 
acipss  the  road,  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill.  On  this  position,  of  great 
natural  strength,  he  had  concentrated  his  powerful  artillery,  supported  * 
by  masses  of  infantry,  partially  protected  by  earthworl^.     His  left« 

«  rested  near  Crew's  house,  and  his  right  near  Binford's.  Immediately 
in  his^front  the  ground  was  open,  varying  in  width  from  a  quarter  to 
hMt^  a*  mile,  and  sloping  gradually  from  the  crest^  was  completely 
swept  by  the  fire  of  his  iniantry  and  artillery.  To  reach,  this  open 
ground,  our  troops  had  to  advance  through  a  broken  and  tlfickly 

•  wooded  country,  traversed;  iv^arly  throiighout  its  whole  extent,  by  a 
swamp  palsable  at  but  few  places,  and  difficult  at  those.  The  whole 
i^as  withiii  range  of  the'batteHes  on  the  heights,  and  the  gunboats  in  . 
the  river,  under  whose  incessant  fire,  our  movements  had  to  be  eze* 
euted.  Jackson  formed  his  line  with  Whiting's  division  on  his  left 
and  D.  H.  Hill's  on  hii^  right,  one  of  Swell's  brigades  occupyiifg  the 
interval.  The  rest  of  Swell's,  and  *  Jackson's  own  division  were 
held  in  reserve.  Magruder  was  directed  to  take  position  on  J^kaon's 
right,  but  before  his  arrival,  two  of  Huger's  brigades  came  up  and 
were  placed  next  to  Hill.  *  Magruder  subsequently  formed  on  the 
right  of  these  brigades,  which,  wirii  a  third  oi  Huger's,  were  placed 
under  his  command.  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  were  held  in  reserve, 
and  took  no  part  in  the  engagement.  Owing  to  ignotancc  of  the 
eonxkirj,  the  dense  forests  imping  necessary  communications,  and 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  ground,  the  whole  line  was  not  formed 
nntil  alatelour  ill  the  afternoon.  The  obstacles  presented  by  the 
woods  and  swamp  made  it  impracticable  to  bring  up  a  sufficient  amount 

^  artiUpry  to  oppose  successfully,  the  extraordinary  force  of  that 
arm  employed  by  the  enelny,  while  the  field  itself  afibrded  us  few 
positions  favorable  for  its  use,  and  none  for  its  proper  concentration. 
Orders  were  issued  ftr  a  general  advande  at  a  given  signal,  but  the 
causes  refened  to  prevented  a  proper  concert  of  action  among  t£e 

Slops.  D..  H«  Hill  pressed  forward  acioMihe  open  field,  and  engfiged 
e  qiemy  gallantly^  breaking  and  driving  back  his  fi^stline,  but 
a  simultaneous  advance  of  the  other  troops  not  taking  place,  he  found 
himself  unable  to  maintain  the  ground  he  had  gained  aminst.the  orer- 
wbdbning  numbers  and  numerous  batteries  of  the.  enemy.  Jnekaon 
sent  to  lus  support  his  ewn  division  and  that  part  oi  Swell's  which 
wae  ill  reserve,  but  owing  to  the  inereaeing  darkness  and  intricacy  ef 
liw  Arest  and  swamp,  lliay  did  wt  arrive  iatime  io  render  the  dcaired 
aeaJstaace.  Hffl  was  theseAmr  compeUed  io  abandon  part.  of.  the 
groond  ho  bud  gaisedt  <after  nttmmg  eevure  JaH».aftd  inflicting  heavy 
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iamage  npoti  the  enemy.     On  the  right,  the  attack  wm  gallantly  made 
by  Hngei^a  «id  Magmder'a  comraandr     Two  brigades  of  the  former 
commenced  the  mctioiiy  the  other  tiro  were  sttbeeqaently  sent  to  the 
npf^rt  of  Mftgrader  and  Hill.     Several  determined  efforts  were  made 
to  atorm  the  mil  at  Crew's  house.     The  brigades  advanced  brayely 
acreea  the  open  field,  raked  ]^j  the  fire  of  a  h>indred  cannon,  and  thai 
aiasketrj  of  large  bodies  of  infantry.  .  Some  were  broken  and  gave 
way,  odiera  approached  close  to  the  gons,  driving  back  the  infantry, 
compelling' ike  advanced  batteries  to  retire,  to  escape  eaptore,  and 
mingling  their  dead  with  those  of  the  enemy.     F(^r  want  of  concert 
among  the  attacking  colnnms,  their  assaults  were  too  weak,  to  break 
the  Federal  line,  and,  after  struggling  gallantly,  sustaining  and  in- 
flicting great  loss,  they  were  compellM  snecessively  to  retire.     Night 
was  approaching  when  the  attack  b^p^,  and  it  soCn  became  difficult 
to  diatingnieh  friend  from  foe.     The  firing  continued  until  after  nine 
P.  M.,  but  no  decided  reeult  was  gained;     Part  of  the  troops  were  . 
withdrawn  to  their  original  positions,  othera  remained-  on  the  open 
field,  and  some  rested  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries  that 
bad  been  so  bravely  but*v|i^y  assailed     The  general  conduct  of  the 
troops  was  excellent ;  in  some  instances  heroic.     The  lateness  of  .the 
hour  at  which  the  attack  necessarily  began,  gave  the  enemy  the  full 
advantage  of  his  superior  position  and  augsMnted.the  natural  .diffi- 
culties rf  our  own. 

After  seizing  "the  Tork  River  railroad  on  the  S8th  of  June,,  and 
driving  the  enemy  across  the  Ghickahominy^  as  already  narrated,  the 
cavalry  under  Oeheral  Stuart  proceeded  down  the  railroad  to  ascertain 
if  tikere  waa  any  movement  of  the»  en^ mv  in  that  direction.     He  en- 
countered but  little  opposition,  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  White 
House  on  the  lK9th.    On  his  ^>proach,  the  enemy  destroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  immense  stores  accumulated  at  that  depot,  and  retreated 
towards  Fortress  Monroe.     With  one  gun.and  some  dismounted  men 
General  Stu^art  dn^e  off  a  gujiboat,  which  lay  near  the  White  House, 
and  rescued  a  large  amount  of  property,  including  more  than  ten 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  partially  burned.  Leaving  one  squadron 
at  Ae  White  House,  in  cempliance  with  his  orders,  ^e  returned  to 
guard  the  lower  bridges  of  «ie  Ghidcahominy.     On  the  SOth^  he  was 
.  Greeted  to  reerosa  and  co-operate  with  Gen^ralJaekson.  After  a  long 
march,  he  reached  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at  Malvesn  Hill,  on  the  nifffat 
of  the  Ist  of  July,  at  the  close  of  thi  engaffcment.  On  the  ed  of  Jidy, 
it  was  diacovered  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  during  the  night,^ 
leaving  the  gronnd  oovered  irith  hit  dead  and  wounded,  and  his  route 
exhibiting  abundint  evidence  of  predpitate  retreat.    The  pursuit  iraa 
commeaoed,  Oeneral^Stuart  with  his  cavalrir  in  the  advance,  bnt  a 
violent  atorm^  which' prevailed  throughout  tte  dn/  greatly  retarded 
our  progrese.  *  The  enemy,  harassed  and  closely  loUowed.by  the  eav- 
iJry,  succeeded  hi  gaining* Weatover,  on  James  river,  and  tiie  protec* 
tien  of  hia  gunboats.    He  imnediately  began  to  fortify  hia  position, 
whieb  waa  one  <rf' great  natural  strwgih;  flanked  on  eaoh  side  by4i 
eted^  and:tfaeappoMh'tobiaireBt  cemmanded  by  the  heavj  guuof 
hiieUpttiM  a  wmtAm  totbeae  nkmntad  ia*bi«  eatreiHsluMntit    It 
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WAS  deemed  inexpedient  to  attaok  hlfaiy  and  in  yiew  (^  the  condition 
of  our  troopffy  who  had  beien  marching  and  fighting  almost  incessantly 
ibr  scTen  days,  under  the  most  trying  sircumstanceB,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  withdraw,  in  order  to  afford  tiiem  the  repose,  'of  which  they 
stood  so  much  in  needt  Seyeral  daya  were  spent  in  collecting  arms 
and  other  property,  abandoned  by  i^e-  enemy,  and  in  the  pieantime 
some  artillery  and  cavalry  were  sent  below  Westover  to  annoy  his 
transports.  On  the  8th  of  July,  the  army  returned  to  the  Ticinity 
of  Bichmond. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  Federal  army  should  have  been 
destroyed.  Its  escape  was  due  to  the  causes  already  stated.  Promi- 
nent among  these  is  the  WMit  of  correct  and  timely  information.  This 
fact,  attributable  chiefly  tb  the  character  of  the  country,  enabled 
Generdi  McGlellan  skillfully  to  conceal  his  retreat  and  to  add  much 
to  the  obstr  actions  with  which  nature  had  beset'the  way  of  our  pur- 
suing columns.  Bat  regret  that  more  was  not  accomplished,  gives 
way  to  gratitude  to  the  Sovereign  Buler  of  the  Universe  for  the  re- 
sults achieved.  The  siege  of  Biphmond  wss  raised,  and  the  object  of 
a.campaign,  which  had  b^on  prosecated,  after  months  of  preparation, 
at  an  enormous  .expenditure  of  men  and  money,  completely  frustrated. 
More  than  ten  thousand  prisoners,  including  officers  of  rank,  fifty - 
two  pieees  of  artillery,  and  upwards  of  thirty -five  thousand  stand  of  • 
small  arms  were  captured.  The  stores  and  supplies  of  every  descrip- 
tion, which  fell  into;  our  hands,  were  great  in  amount  and  value,  but 
small  in  comparison  wifli  those  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  His  losses* 
in  battle  exceeded  our  own,  as  attested  by  the  thousands  of  dead  and 
wounded' left  on  every  field,  while  his  subsequent  inaction  sKows  in 
what  condition  the  survivors  reached  the  protection  to  which  they 
fled.  The  accompanying  tables  contain  the  lists  of  our  casualties' in 
the  series  of  eng%gements.  Among  the  dead  .will  be  found  many 
whose  names  will  ever  be  associated  with  the  great  events  in  Vhich 
they  all  bore  so  honorable  a  part.  For  these,  as  well  as.  for  the  names 
of  tbeir-no  le^a  distinguished  surviving  comrades,  who  earnsd  for 
themselves  the  high  honor  of  special 'commendation,  where  all  so  well 
discharge^,  tneir  duty,  reference  must  necessarily  be  mivde  jbo  the 
aeeompanying  reports.  Bat  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  .s4niira-^ . 
iion  of  the  neble  jjualities  diplayed,  with  rare  exceptions,  by  officers* 
and  men,  under  circumstances  Vhirh  demanded  the  exercise,  of  every 
soldierly  virtue.  To  the  officer  eom^ianding  divisions  and  brigades 
}>el<^n^  the  qtedit  fov  the  man&geuient  of  their  troops  in  aoftion.  The 
extent  of  the  fields  of  battle,  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the 
dsStfepess  of  the  forests,  rendered  more  fhan  general  direptions 
impracticable.  To  tke  officers  of  my  staff,  Z  am  in&bted  for  conetiait 
aid  durintf  th^etlttre  period* .  Oolenels  Chilton  and.  Long,^  Majors 
Taylor,  Yepable,  Talcptt,  and  MarahsU^.atMl  Cap^in  Mason,  were 
.  continuqitriy  with  nn^  in  the  field*.  General.  Pendleton,  Ghielof  Ar- 
tillery ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Corley » .  Cl^ef .  Quartermastet ; ^ J4 W^^* 
antrColonel  Ck>ie,  Chief  Goinmissar^ ;,  liwtin^ant  Coloi^el44e3^der, 
Chief  ol^  Ordnance;  Sune<w  GHil<C  Medical  Krecto^;  Oolonel  Lay 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barvie,  Inspeotocs  6eaen^l»  and  lientaAMt 
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Coloael  Stevens,  Chief.  Engmeer,  %tteaded  unceaBiBglj  to  their  ftev* 
eral  departments.  To  the  whole  medical  corps  of  tl^e  tarmj^l  retom 
my  thinks  for  the  care  and  attention  bestowed  on  the  wonpidied. 

OPEJIATIONS    or   TH£   ArJIT,    FROM   BeOHMOND,    TO    AND    INOIiUimfe   THE 

0  Battle  of  Cedar  Run. 

After  *the'  retreat  of  General  MoClellaa  to  Westoveri  his  army  re* 
mained  inactiye  for  about  a  month.  His  front  was '  cloady  watcfied 
by  a- brigade  of  cavalry,  .and  preparations  made  to  resist  a  lenewml 
of  his  attempt  upon  Richmond  from  his  new  base. 

In  the  meantime,  another  Federal  army,  under  Major  QeneralPope, 
advanced  southward  from  Washington,  and  crossed  the  Rappal^in- 
nock,  as  if  to  seize  Oordonsville  and  move  thence  upon  Richmond.  * 

Th^  enelny  also  appeared  in  force  at  Fredericksburg  and  threatoned 
the  railroad  from  Gordonsville  to  Btichmond,  apparently  far  the  pur- 
pose of  co-operatijig  with  the  morements  of  General  Pope. 

To  meet  the  advance  #of  ihe  latter,  and  restrain,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  atrocities  which  he  threatened  to  perpetrate  upon  our. defenceless 
citizens.  General  Jackson,,  with  his  own  and  EweU's  division^  was 
ordered  to  proceed  towards  Gordonsville,  on  tke  ISthof  July.  Upon 
reaching  that  vicinity  he  ascertained  that  the  for^e  under  Getteial 
Pope  was  superior  to  his  own,  but  the  uncertainty  that  then  sur- 
rounded the  designs  of  General  McClellan,  rendered,  it  inezpedieiit 
to  reinforce  him  from  .the  army  at  Richmond.  He  was  directed  to 
observe  thS  enemy's  movements  closely,  to  avail  himself  of  any  oppor- 
tanity  to  attack  that  might  arise,  and  assistance  was  promised  should' 
the  progress  of  Generall  Pope  put  it  in  our  power  to  strike,  aa  effeo- 
taaL  blow  without  withdrawing  the  troops  too  long  frmn  the  ddieaeeof 
the  capital. 

The  eneaiy  at  Westover  continuing  to  tnanifeet  no  intention  of 
resuming  activ^  operatidns,  and  General  Pope's  advance  hanng 
reached  the-Rapidan,  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with  his  division,  sras  or- 
dered on  the  27th  of  July  to  join.  General  Jackson.  At  the  same 
time,  in  order  to  keep  McClellan  stiationary,  or,  if  poiwible,  tOieause 
him  to  withdraw,  ireneral  D..  EL  Hill»  comsm^ding  sontfi'of  Jaaes 
river,  was  directed  to  threaten  his  commnnioationSi  by  esMdi^  fayor-* 
able  positions'below  Westover,  from  whieh  to  attack  the*  trensporte 
in  the  river.  That  officer  selected  Coggin's  Pointy  4>pposite  Westoveir,. 
and  the  conduct,  of  the  expedition  wa«  coniaitted  lo  Brigadier  Oene* 
ral  French. 

On  the  night  of  the  31st,  G^eral  French,  accompanied  by  Br%i^ 
dier  General  Pendleton,  Chief  of  Artillery,  placed  forty-three  guni 
in  position  within  range  of  the  enemy's  shipping  in^  the  river,  and  of 
the  camps  on  the  north  side,  upon  both  of  which-  fire  wee  c|>ened, 
causing  consternation,  and  infliotiQg  serious  damage^  The.  guns  were 
withdrawn  before  .daybreak,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed  and.  two 
wounded  bj  the.gunboats  arid  bi^tteries  of  the  enemy.  This  attaok 
caused  Qeneral  McPlellikn  to'send  &  qtrongifbree  to  the  SMth  baftlyof 
th^riYer,  which  entrdnohed  itself  on  Coggin's  Feinted  by  Google 
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• 

•  In  the  latter  part  of  Julj,  the  enemy^s  cavalry  from  Fredertckaburg 
attempted  to  -cat  Jackson's  commiinioations  by  destroying  the  Geatral 
railroad  at  Bearer  Dam.  Tliis  force  did  no  serious  damage  ;  but  to 
prcTcnt  the  repetition  of  the  attempt,  and  to  ascertain  the  strength 
and  designs  of  the  enemy^  General  Stuart  was  directed  to  proceed 
firom  Hanover  Court  House,  where  he  was  posted,  towards  Freder- 
icksburg.. His  progress  was  delayed  by  high  watAr  until  the  4th 
August,  when  he  adyanoed,  with  Fitshugh  Lee^s  brigade  and  the 
Qtuart  horse  artillery,  upon  Port  Royal.  Arriving  at  that,  place  on 
the  5tii,  without  opposition,  he  prdbeeded  in  the  direction  of  Freder- 
ickrf^m  and  the  next  day  came  into  the  Telegraph  road  st  Mjass^* 
ponax  chuxrtiy  just  after  two  brigades  of  the  enemy  had  passed  that 
point  on  the  way  to  thei  Central  railroad.  His  rigorous  attack  caused 
A^  expedition  to  return  in  chaste  to  Fredericksburg,*  and  Oeneral 
Stuart  retired  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men,  bringing. off  eighty-fire 
prisoners  and  a  number  of  horses,  wagons  and  arms.  No  further 
attempt  was  made  upon  th^  railroad. 

On  the  6th  Atigust,  our  caralry  reported  that  the  enemy  had  ad- 
ranced  in  large  force  from  Westorer  to  MM  rem  Hill,  and  the  next 

'  day  the  dirisions  of  Generals  Longs'treet  and  McLaws,  and  that  4MHn- 
manded  by  Oeneral  Ripley,  were  mored.  down  to  the  Long  Bridge 
road.     The  enemy  was  found  occupying  the  ground  on  which  we 

.  action  of  July  1st  was  fought,  and  seemed  ready  to  delirer  battle  in 
as  great  force  as  on  that  day.  McLaws^  and  Ripley's  dirisions,  rein- 
forced by  D.  R.  Jones'  dirision,  formed  our  left,  Longstreet  the  right. 

*The  heat  was  intense,  and  the  progress  of  the  iroopa»  necessarily 
alow.  Before  ^e  road  was  cleared  of  the  f  nemy's  pickets  and  die 
line  of  battle  disclosed,  the  sun  had'  almost  set.  Orders  were  gireii 
for  our  li^  wing  to'adrance  to  Willis'  cKurch,  threatening  the  com* 
munication  with  WoBtorer  by  extending  well  to  die  left,  while  two 
brigades  of  lionsetreet's  dirision  were  directed  to  adranoe  up<m  Mal- 
rem  Hill  and  Irire  in  the  enemy  on  Curl's  I{eck.  The  latter 
operation  was  handsomely  executed  by  General  Erans,  with  his  own 
and- Cobb's  brigade,  forcing  thf  enemy  back  to  his  guns  on  Malrem 
Hill.  The  next  morning,  upon  adrancing,  it  was  found  diat  he  had 
wididra^n  during  the  night  and  retired  to  Westorer.  Our  pickets 
were  re-established  »nd  the  troops  returned  to  thrfr  former  positions. 
This  expedition,  which -was  the  lasi  undertaken  •by-  General 
McClellan  on  James  rirer,  wa?  attended  with  small  loss  on  either 
side.  General  Hampton,  with  his  brigade  of  caralry,  kept  the  enemy 
eloaely  coiifuied  widiin  his  lines  until  his  final  withdrawal. 

Battle  6f  CanAX  Rim. 

While  the  main  body  of  the  army  awaited  the  derelopment  of 
McGlellan^B  intentions.  General  Jackson,  reinforced  by  A.  P.  Hill, 
deterauned  to  assume  the  offtosire  against  General  Pope,  whose  ariny» 
atill  superior  in  numbers,  lay  north  of  the  Rapidan.  . 
.  On  the  Snd  Aiunist^'  Oolond,  now  Brigadier  General,  W«  B.  Joues^ 
Vidi  the  serentb  Virginia  oar^bry.of  Robertson's  bripde^wai  seot  to 
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take  charge  X)f  the  outposts  on  the  Rapidan.  Arriving  near  Orange 
Court  House  he  found  it  occupied  by  a  large  cavalry  force,  ^hich,  by 
a  bold. and  vigorous  charge,  he  drove  from  the  town.  The  enemy 
rallied,  and  Colonel  Jones  was,  in  turn,  compelled  to  fall  back  before 
^'uperior  numHers  to  the  place  wherj  the  engagement  l^egan.  The. 
enemy  soon  after  withdrew. 

Learning  that  onlj  a  portion  of  General  Rope's  army  was  at  Cul- 
peper  Court  House,  General  Jackson  resolved  to  attack  it  before  the 
arrival  of  the  remainder,  and,  on  the  7th  August,  moved  from  Gor- 
donsville  for  that  purpose.  The  next  day  the  Federal  cav.ilry  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Rapidan  was  driven  back  by  General  Robertson, 
attd*on  the  9th,  Jackson's  command  arrived  within  eight  tAiles  of  Cul- 
pe^er  Court  IIou?^e,  when  the  enemy  was  found  near  Cedar  Run,  a 
.short  distance  northwest  of  Slaughter's  mountain.  Early's  ^brigade, 
of  Ewell's  division, 'was  thrown,  forward  on  the  road  to  Culpeper 
Court  House.  The  remaining  two  brigades,  those  of  Trimble  and 
Hays,  tiie  latter  under  ColoiQ^  Forno,  diverging  to  the  right,  took 
position  on  the  western  slope  of  Slaughter's  mountain.  Jackson's 
own  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Winder,  was  placed  on  the  lefc 
of  the  road — -.Carapbeirs  brigade.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett.  com- 
manding, being  on  the  left ;  Taliaferro's  parallel  to  the  road, 
supporting  the  batteries,  and  ^'^inder's  own  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Roland,  in  reserve  Lawton's  brigade,  having  been  detached  by 
General  Jackson  to  guard  the  train,  was  prevented  from  taking  part 
in  the  engagement..  The  battle  opened  with  a  fierce  fire  of  artillery, 
which^continiied^for  about  txo  hours,  during  which,  Brigadier  G«jneral 
Charles  S.  Winder,  while  directing  the  movements  of  his  .batteries, 
received  a  wound,  from  the 'effects  of  which  he  expired  in  a  few  hours. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  xhp  well- deserved  tribute   paid* to  the  courage, 

•  capacity,  and  conspicuous  merit  of  this  lamented  officer. by   General 

Jackson,  in  whose  brilliant  campaign  in  the  Valley  and  on  the  Chick- 

ahominy  he  bore  a  distinguished  part.  ^  .     , 

The  enemy's  infantry  advanced  about  five  o'clock,  P\  M.,  and 
at tjjcked' General  Early  in  front,  while  another  body,  concealed  by 
the  inequalityof  the  ground,  moved  upon  bis  right.  •Thomas'  brigade, 
of  A.  P.  Hiirs  division,  which  had  now  arrived,  was  sent  to  hh  sup- 
port, and  the  contest  soo»  became  animated. 

In  the  meantime,  the  mJiin  body  of  the  Federal  infantry,  under 
cover  of  a  W')6d,  and  the  undulations  of  the  field,  gained  the  left  of 
JacksoVs  division,  now  commanded  by  Brigadier  Gen.  Taliaferro,  and 
poured  a  destructive  fire  into  its  flank  and  rear.  CampbeH's  brigade 
fell  back  in  confusion,  exposing  thd  flank  of  Taliaferro's,  which  also  ' 
gave  way,  as  did  the  left  of  Early's.  The^  rest  of  his  brigade,  how- 
ever, firmly  held  its  ground.  • 

Winder's  brigade*,  with  Branch's,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  on  its 
right,  advanced  promptly  to  the  support  of  Jackson's  division,  and 
after  a  sanguinary  struggle,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  loss. 
Pender's  and  Archer's  brigades,  also  of  Hill's  division,  came  up  on 
the  left  of  Winder's,  and,  by  a  general  charge, 'the  enemy  was  driven 
back  in   confusion,  leaving  .the  ground  covered  with  his  dead  and 
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wounded.  General  Ewell,  with  thb  twa  brigades  an  the  extreme  right, 
had  been  prevented  from  advancing  by  the  fire. of  our  own  artillery 
which  swept  his  approach  to  the  enemy's  left.  Ths  obstacle  being  now 
removed,  he  pressed  forward,  under  a  hot  fire,  and  came  gallantly  into 
action.  Repulsed  and  vigorously  followed  on  our  left  and  centre,  and 
now  h^tly  pressed  on  our  right,  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  his  whole  line 
.was  sodn  in  full  retreat.  ,  Night  had  now  set  in,  but  General  Jackson 
desiring  to  enter  Culpeper  Court-  House  before  morning, 'determined 
to  puraue.  HilPs  division  led  the  advance ;  but,  owing  to  the  darkness,, 
it  was  compelled  to  move  slowly  and  with  cautjon. 

The  enemy  was  founds  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  rear  of  the  field 
of  battle,  and  information  was  jreceived  that  reinforcements  had*ar- 
rived.  General  Jackson  thereupon  halted  for  the  night,  and  then^xt 
day  becoming  satisfied  that  the  enemy's  strength  had  been  so  largely- 
increased  as  to  render  a  further  adyance  on  his  part  imprudent,  he 
sent  his  wounded  to  the  ren^r^  and  proce^eded  to  bury  the  dead  and  eol- 
lect  the  arms  fr.om  the  battle-field.  a  ^      - 

On  the  1 1'th,  the  enemy  asked  and  Teceived  permission  to  bury 
those  of  his  dead  not  already  interred.  General  Jackson  remained  la 
position  during  the  day,  and  at  night  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Gor- 
donsville.  "  *     . 

In  this  engagement,  four  hundred  {prisoners,  including  a  brigadier 
general,  were  captured,  and  five  thousand  three  hundred  stand  of 
small  arms,  one  piece  of  artillery,  several  caissons,  and  three  colors 
fell  into  our  hands.  , 

Our  casualties  will  appear'frdm  the  report  of  the  medical  director. 

For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  action,  reference  must  be  made 
to  the  clear  aiccount  of  General  Jackson,*  herewith  transmitted,  and 
the  accompanyitfg  reports  of  his  officer^.         • 

The  conduct  of  his  troops  is  commended  in  terms  af  well  deserved  ' 
praise,  by  their  distinguished  leader,  and  the  success  achieved  was 
worthy  of  the  skillful  management,  and  bold  and  vigorous  execution 
of  the  entire  enterprise.  .• 

Campaign  i^  Norvhern  Vijiginia,  from  the  Battle  of  Cedar  Run 
TO  the   Battle  of  Ox  Hill,  inclusive. 

The  victory  at  Gejlar  Bun  effectually  checked  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  for  the  time  ;  but  it  soon  became  apparent  that  his  armv  was 
being  largely,  increased.  The  corps  of  Major  General  Burnside,  from 
Nordi  Carolina,  which  had  reached  Freclericksburg,  was  reported  to 
#Have  moved  up  the  Rappahannock,  a  few  days  after  the  battle,  to  unite 
with  General  Pope,  and  a  part  of  General  McClellan's  army  was  be- 
lieved to  have  left  Westover  for  the  same  purpose.  It  therefore 
seemed  that  active  operations  on  the  James  were  mo  longer  contem- 
plated)  and  that  the  most  effectual  way  to  relieve  B^ichmond  from  any 
aanger  of  attack  from  that  quarter,  would  be  to  reinforce  General 
Jaokson,  and  advance  upon  General  Pope.  Accordingly,  on  the  13th  ' 
August,  Major  Qj&neral  Longstreet,  with  his  division,  and  two*  bri- 
gades, under  General  Hoo9>  were  ordered  |o  proceed  to  Gordons ville* 
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At  the. same  time.  General  Stuart  was  directed  to  move  with  the  main 
body  of  his  cavalry  to  that  point,  leaving  a.  sufficient  force  to  observe 
the  enemy  still  remaining  in  Fredericksburg,  and  to  guard  the  rail- 
road. General  B.  H.  Anderson  was  also  directed  to  leave  his  posi- 
tion on  James  rivet,  and  follow  Longstreet.  &n  the  16th,  the  troops 
began  to  move  from  the  vicinity  of  Gordonsville  towards  the  Rapidan, 
on  the  nt)rth  side  of  which,  extending  along^  the  Orange  and  Alexan- 
dria railroad,  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper  Court  House,  the  Federal 
army  lay  in  great  force.  It  was  determined,  with  the  cavalry,  to  de- 
stroy the  railroad  bridge  of  er  the  Rappahannock  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
while  Longstreet  and  Jackson  crossed  the  Rapidan  and  attacked  his 
'  left  flank.  The  movemeift  so  -explained  in  the  accompanying  order, 
was  appointed  for  the  Idth  August ;  but  the  necessary  preparations 
not  having  been  completed,  its  execution  was  postponed  to  the  20£h. 
liPthe  interval,  the  enemy  being  apprised  of  our  design,  hastily  re- 
treated beyond  the  Rappahannock.  General  Longstreet  crossed,  the* 
Rapida^  at  Raccoon  ford,  and,  preceded  by  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry 
brigade,  arrived  early  in  the  afternoon  near  Kelley's  ford,  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock, where  Lee  had  a  sharp  and  successful  skirmish  with  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  who  held  the  north  sideof  the  river  in  strong 
force.  Jackson  passed  the  Rapidan  at  Somerville  ford,  and  moved' 
towards  Brandy  Station,  Robertson's  brigade  of  cavalry,  accompanied' 
by  General  Stuart  in  person,  leading  the  advance.  Near  Brandy  Sta- 
tion, a  larg*e  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  encountered,  which  was 
gallantly  attacked  and  driven  across  the  Rappahannock  by  Robertson's 
oommandT  General  Jackson  halted  for  the  night,  near  Stevensburg, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st, 'moved  \ipon  Beverly's  ford  on  the 
Rappahannock.  -The  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Rosser,- 
was  sent  forward  by  General  Stuart  to  seize  the  north  bank  of  the 
river  at  this  point,  and  gallantly  accompHAed  the  object,  capturing  a 
number-  of  prisoners  and  arms.  General  Stuart  subsequently  arrived, 
and  being  furnished  by  Geng^al  Jackson  with  a  section  of  artille)*y, 
maintained  his  position  for  several  hours,  skirmishing  warmly  with 
the  enemy.  General  Robertson,  who  had  crossed  the  river  above 
Beverly's  ford,  repoited  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  large  force 
upon  the  position  held  by  General  Stuart,  and  as  it  had  been  deter^- 
mined,  in  the  me&ntime,  not  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  river  at 
that  poipt  i^rith  the  army,  that  oflScer  withdrew  to  the  soutfe  side.  The 
enemy  soon  afterwafds  ^appeared  in  great  strength  on  the  opposite 
bank,  and  an  animated  fire  was  kept  up  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
between  his  artillery  and  the  batteries  attached  to  Jackson's  leading 
division,  under  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro.     • 

Ab  our  positions  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  wer)3com^ 
manded'by  those  of  the  enemy,  who  guarded  all  the  fords,  it  was  deter- 
mined t6  seek  a  more  favorable  place  to  cross,  higher  up  the  river,, 
and  thus  gain  the  enemy  e  right.  Accordingly,  General  Longstreet 
was  direo|ed  to  leave  Kelley's  ford  on  the  2 1st,  and  take  the  position 
'in  front  of  the  eiiemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Beverly's  ford  and  the- 
Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  bridge,' then  held  by  Jackson,  in  order- 
to  mask  the 'movement  <lf  the  latter,  who  was  instructed  to  ascend  the- 
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river.  On  the  22d,  Jackson  crossed  Hazel  river  at  Wellford's  mill, 
and  proceeded  up  the  Rappahannock,  leaving  Trimble's  brigade  near 
Freeman's  ford  to  protect  his  trains.  In  the  afternoon,  Longstreet 
sent  General  Hood  with  bis  own  and  Whiting's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Law,  to  relieve  Trimblt.  Hood  had  just  reached  the  position,  when 
he  and  Trimble  were  attacked  by  a  considerable  force  which  had 
crossed  at  Freeman's  ford.  After  a  short  but  spirited  engagement, 
the  enemy  was  driven  precipitately  over  the  river  with  heavy  loss. 
General  Jackson  arrived  at  the  Warrentoi^  Springs  ford  in  the  after- 
noon, and  immediately  began  to  cro^s  his  troops  to  the  north  side, 
occupying  the  springs  and  the  adjacent  heights.  He  was  interrupted 
by  a  heavj  fain,  which  caused  the  river  to  rise  so  rapidly  that  the 
ford  soon  became  impaasable  for  infantry  and  artillery.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  withdraw  the  troops  who 
had  reached  the  opposite  side,  and  they  recrossed  during  the  night'of 
'  the  23d,  on  a  temporary  bridge  constructed 'for  the  purpose.  Gene- 
ral Stuart,  who  had  been  directed  to  cut  the  railroad  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Pope's  army,  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d,  about  six  miles  above  the  Springs'*,  with  parts  of  Lee's  anjl  Rob- 
ertson's brigades.  Passing  through  Warrenton,  he  reached  Catlett's 
Station  at  night,  but  was  prevented  from'destroyiag  the  railroad  bridge 
at  that  point,  by  the  same  storm  that  had  arrested  Jackson's  move- 
ments. He  captured  more  than  three  hundred  prisoners, including  a 
number  of  ofiBcers.  Becoming  apprehensive  of  the  effect  of  the  rain 
upon  the  streams  which.separated  him  from  the  main  body  <^f^the  army, 
he  retired,  after  firing  the  enemy's  camp,  and  recro^ed  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  Warrenton  Springs.  On  the  23d,  General  Longstreet  di- 
rected Colonel  Walton,  with  part  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and 
other  batteiies  of  his  command,  \o  drive  back  .a  force  of  the  enemy 
that  had  crossed  to  thesouth  bank  of  the  RappQ,hannock,  .near  the 
railroad  bridge,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  General  Jackson  on  the  pre- 
vious day.  Fire  was  opened  about  sunrise,  and  continued  with  great 
vigor  for  several  hours,  the  enemy  being  compelled  To  withdraw  with 
loss.  Som^  of  the  batteries  of  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee's  battalion  were 
ordered  to  aid  those  of  Colon cil  Walton,  and,  under  their  uiiited  fire, 
the  enemy  was  forced  to  abandon  his  position  on  t^e  north  side  of  the 
river,  burnyig,  in  hjs  retreat,  the  railroad  bridge  and  the  neighbor- 
ing dwellings.  The  rise  of  the  river  rendering  the  lower  fords  im- 
passable,  enabled  the  enemy  to  concentrate  his  maii^  body  opposite 
General  Jackson,  and,  on  the  24th,  Longstreet  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  his  support.  Although  retarded  by  the  swollen  condition  of 
Hazel  river  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Rappahannock,  he  reached 
Jeffersonton  in  the  afternoon.  General  ^  Jackson's  command  lay 
between  that  place  and  the  Springs  ford,  and  a  warm  cannonade  was 
progressing  between  the  batteries  of  General  A.  P., Hill's  division  and 
those  of  the  eji^mj.  The  enemy  was  massed  between  Warrenton  and 
the  Springs^  and  guarded  the  fords  of  the  Rappahannock  aslfar  above 
as  Waterloo.  The  army*of  General  McClellan  had  left  Westover. 
Part  of  which  had  already  marched  to  join  General  Pope,  and  it  was 
reported  that  the  rest  would  soon  follow.      The  captured  correspon- 
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•4^nce  of  General  Pope  confirmed  this  information,  and  also  disclosed 
the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the  army  of  General  Cox  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  Kanawha  valley  for  the  same  purpose.  Two  bri- 
gades of  D.  H-.  Hill's  division,  under  General  Ripley,  had,  already 
been  ordered  from  Richmond,  and  .the  remainder,  under  D.  IJ.  Hill,  in 
person,  with  the  division  of  General  McLaws,  two  brigades  under 
General  Walker,  ind  Hampton's  cavalry  brigade,  were  now  directed 
to  join  this  army,  and  were  approaching.  In  pursuance  of  the  plan 
of  operations  determined  upon,  Jackson  was  directed,  on  the  25th,  to 
cross  above  Waterloo,  and  move  around  the  enemy's  rigjit,  so  as  to 
strike  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  in  his  rear.  Longstreet, 
in  the  meantime,  was  to  divert  his  attention,  by  threatening  him  in 
front,  and  to  follow  Jackson  as  soon  as.thc latter  should  be  sufficiently 
advanced. 

*"     ^  Battle  qf  Manassas, 

General  Jackson  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Hinson's  mill,  about 
four  mile»  above  Waterloo,  and  passing  through  Orlean,  encamped, 
on  the  night  of  the  25th,  near  Sarem,  aftcif  a  long  and  fatiguing 
march.  The  next  morning,  continuing  his  route  with  his  accustomed' 
vi^or  and  c«leriiy,  he  passed  the  Bull  Run  mountains  at  Thorough- 
fare Gap,  and'proceeding  by  way  of  Gainesville,  reached  the  railroad, 
at  Bristoe  Station,  aftcft  sunset.  At  Gaines viTle, 'he  was  joined  by 
General  Stuart,  with  the  brigades  0/  Robertson  and  Fitzhugh  Lee,  who 
•  continijied  with  him  during  the  rest  of  his  operations,  vigilantly  and  . 
effectually  guarding  both  his  flanks'.    .. 

General  Jackson  was  now  between  the  lar^  army  of  Gfeneral  Pope 
and  the  Federal  capital.  Thus  far  no  considerable  force  of  the  enemy 
had  Been  been  eucountered,  and  he  did  not  appear  to  be  aware  of  his* 
situation.  Upon  arriving  at  Bristoe,  the  gVeater  part  of  the  guard  at 
that  point  fled;  two  trains  of.  cars,  coming  from  the  direction  of 
Warrenton,  were  captured,  and  a  few  prisoners  were  taken.  Not- 
withstanding the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  long  and  arduous 
march  of  the  day,  General  Jackson  determined  to  lose  no  time  in 
capturing  the  depot  of  the  enemy  at  Manassas  Junction,  about  seven 
miles  distant,  on  thq  road  to  Alexandria.  General  Trimble  volun- 
teered to  proceed  at  once  to  that  place,  with  the  twenty-first  North 
Ca^lina  and  the-  twenty-first  Georgia  regiments.  The  offer  was 
accepted;  and  to  render  success  more^  cert*in,'  General  Jackson 
directed  General  Stuart  to  accompany  the  expedition  with  part  of  his 
cavalry,  and* as  raking  oflScer,  to  assume  the  command.  Upon  ar- 
riving near  the  junction.  General  Stuart  sent  Colonel  Wickham,  with 
his  regiment,  the  fonrfh  Virginia  cavalry,  to  get  in  rear, of  the  eneilfy, 
who  opened  with  musketry  and  artillery  upon  our  troops  as  they  ap- 
proached. The  darkness  of  the  night,  and  ignorance  of"  the  enemy's 
numbers  and  position,  made  it  ttecessary  to  move  cautiously ;  but 
about  midnight  the  place  was  taken,  with  little  difficulty,  thoso.  that 
defended  it  being 'captured  or  dispersed;  Eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
with   their  horses,  ammunition  and  equipmeats,  were  taken ;   more 


than  three  hundred  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  ^eventy-five  horses, 
besides  those  belonging  to  the  artillery,  two  hundred  new  tents,  and 
immense  quantities  of  comifiissary  and  quartermaster's  stores  fell  into 
our  haitds. 

General  Jackson  left  Ewell's  division,  with  the  fifth  Virginia  cav- 
alry, under  Colonel  Ro8ser,.at  Bristoe  Station,  and,  with  the  rest  of 
his  command,  proceeded  to  the  junction,  where  he  arrived  early  in 
the  morning.  Soon  afterwards,  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy, 
under  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  approached  from  the  direction 
of  Alexaifdria,  and  pushed  forward  boldly  ,  to  xecapture  the 
stores  that  had  been  lost.  *  After  a  sharp  engagement,  the  enemy 
was 'routed  and  driven  •h^.ck,  leaving  his  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
field.  General  Taylor. himself  being  mortally  wounded  during  the 
pursuit.  The  troops  remained  at  Manassas  Junction  during  the  rest 
p/  the  day,  supplying  themselves  "with  everything  they  required  from 
the  captured. stores.  In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  advanced  upon- 
General  Ewell  at  Bristoe,  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton  Junction. 
They  were  attacked  by  three*regimcnts  and  the  batteries  of  E well's 
division,  and  two  columns,  of  not  legs  than  a  brigade  each,  were 
brok*en  and  repulsed.  IPheir  places  were  soon  supplied  by  fresH  troops  ; 
and  it  was  apparent  that  the  Ffederal  commander  had  now  become 
aware  of  the  situation,  of  affarirs,  and  had  turned  upo#G'eneral  Jackson 
with  his  whole  forcf.  In  pursuance  of  instructions  to  that  effect. 
General  Ewell,  upon  perceiving  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  withdrew 
his  command,  part  of  vhich  was  at  the  time  engaged,  and  rejoined 
General  Jackson  at  Manassas  Junction,  haying  first  destrayed  the 
railroad  bridge  over  Broad  run.  The  enemy  -halted  at  Bristoe. 
General  Jackson's  force  being  much  inferior  to  that  of  General  Pope, 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  withdraw  from  Manassas,  and  take 
^  a  position  west  of  tWe  tu;-npike  road  from  Warrenton  to  Alexandria, 
where  he  could  moBi  readily  unite  with  the  approacliing  column  of 
Longstreet.  Having  fully  supplied  the  wants  of  his  troops,  he  was 
compelled",  for  want  of  transportation,  to  destroy  the  rest  of  the  cap- 
tured property.  This  was  done  during  *he  night  of  the  27th  ;  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  one  thousand  barrels  of  corned  beef,- 
two  thousand  barrels  of  salt  pork,  and  two  thousand  barrels  of  flour, 
besides  other  property  of  great  value,  were  btijned. 

Taliaferro's  division  moved,  during  the  night,  by  the  road  to  Sudley,^ 
and  crossing  the  turnpike  near  Groveton,  halted  on  the  west^de, 
near  the  battle-field^of  July  21,  1861,  where  it  was  joined,  on  the 
28th,  by  the  divisions  of  Hill  and  Ewell.  Peceiving,  diyring  the  after- 
noon, that  the  enemy,  approaching  from  the  dirqijtion  of  Warrenton, 
was  moving  down  the  turnpike  towards  Alexandria,  thus  exposing  his 
ftft  flank,  General  Jackson,  advanced  to  attack  him.  A  fierce  and 
sanguinary  conflict  ensued,  which  continued  until  about  nine  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  slowly  fejl  back,  and  left  us  in  possession  of 
the  field.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy,  and  ainong  our  wounded 
were  Major  General  Ewell  and  Brigadier  General  T^aliaferro,  the 
former  severely.  The  next  morning,  the  29th,  the  enemy  had  takea 
^  position  to  interpose  his  army  between  General  Jackson  and  Alex- 
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s«dnay  and  ab^ui  ten,  A.  M.,  opened  with  artillerytupon  the  |ight  of 
Jacks6n'8  4ine.  The  troops  of  the.  latter  were  mFpused  in  rear  of 
Oroveton,  along  the  line  of  the  uhfinished  branch  of  the  Manassas 
Gap  railroad,  and  extended  from  a  point  a  short  distance  wast  of  the 
tarnpike  to\fard3  Sudiey, mill — Jackson's  division,  under  Brigadier^ 
General  Starke,  being  on  the  right,  Ewell's,  under  General  Ltwton, 
in  the  centre,  and  A.  P.  Hill  on*  the  loft.  The  Federa.1  army  was 
evidently  concentrating  upon  Jackson,  with  the  design  of  overwhelm- 
ing him  before  tlje  arrival  of  Longstreet.  The  latter  officer  left  his  « 
position,  opposite  Warrcnton  Springs,  oi\  the  26th,  being  relieved  by 
General  R.  H.  Anderson's  division,  and  marched  to  join  Jackson. 
He  crossed' at  Ilinson's  mill  in  the  afternoon,  and  encamped  near 
Orlean  tfiat  night.  The  next  day  he  reached  the  White  PlainB,  his 
march  being  retarded  by  the  want  of  cavalry  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  certain  movements  of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton, 
which  seemed  to  menace  the  right  flank  of  his  column. 

On  the  28th,  arriving  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  he  found  the  enemy 
prepared  to  dispute  his  progress.  General  D."  R.  Jones'  division 
being  ordered  to  force  the  passage  of  the' mountain,  quickly  dislodged 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  from  the  trees  and  rocks,  and  advanced  into 

•  the  gorge.  The  enemy  held  the  eastern  exfremity  of  the  pass  in  large 
force,  and  directed  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  upon  the  road  leading^ 
through  it,  and  upon  the  sides  of  the  mountain.  The  ground  occupied 
by  Jones  afforded  no  opportunity  for  the  employment  of  aitillery. 
Hood,  with  two  brigades,  and  Wilcox,  with  three,  were*ordered  to 
turn  tjie  eneaiy*8» right,  the  former  moving  over  the  mountain  by  a 
narrow  path  to  tno  left  of  the  pass,  and  the  latter  further  to  the  north, 
by  Hopewell  Gap.     Before  these  troops  reached  their. destination,  the 

•  enemy  advanced,  an^l  attacked  Jones'  left,  under  Brigjidier  General 
G.  T.  Anderson.  Reing  vigorously  repulsed,  he  withdrew  to  his  , 
position  at*the  eastern  end  of  the  gap,  from  which  he  kept  up  an 
■active  fire  of  artillery  until  dark,  and  then  retreated.  ,  Generals  Jones 
and  Wilcox  bivouacked  that  night  east  of  the  mountain  ;  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  the  whole  command  resumed  the  march,  the 
eonnd  of  cannon  at  Manassas  announcing  that  Jackson  was  already 
engaged.  Longstreet  entered  the  turnpike  near  Gainesville,  and 
moving  down  tow^irds  Groveton,  the  head  of  his  column  came  upon 
the  field  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  left,  which  had  already  opened  with 
artillery  upon  Jackson's  right,  as  previously  described.  He  imme- 
diately placed  some  of  his  batteries  in   position,  but 'before  ho  could 

.  complete  his  dispositions  to  attack,  the  enemy  withdrew  ;  not,  how- 
ever, without  loss  from  our  artillery.  Longstreet  took  position  on 
tha  right  of  Jackson,  Hood's  two  brigades,  supported  by  Evans,  be- 

.  ing  deployed  across  the  turnpike,  and  at  right  angles  to  it.  These 
troops  were  supported  on  the  left  by  three  brigades  under  General 
Wilcox,  and  by  a  lijce  force  on  the  right  under  General  Kenjper.  . 
D.  R.  Jones'  division  formed  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  resting 
on  the  Manassas  Gap  railroid.  The  cavalry  guarded  our  right  and 
left  flanks  ;  that  ^ff  'the  right  being  under  General  Stuart  in  person. 
After  the  arrival  of  Longstreet,  the  enemy  changed  his  position,  and 
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began  ^to  cancen^r ate  opposite  Jackson's  left,  opening  a  brisk  artil- 
lery fire,  which  wis  repponded  to  with  effect  by  some  of  General  A. 
P.  Iliirs  batteries.  Colonel  Walton  placed  a  part  of  his  artillery 
upon  a  jcommanding  position,  between  General  Jackson  and  Lon^- 
street,  by  order  of  the  latter,  and  engaged  the  enemy  vigorously  for 
seveifil  hours. 

Soon  afterwards.  General  Stdart  reported  the  approach  of  a  lar^e 
force  from  the  direction  of  Bristoe  Station,  threatening  Longstreet^s 
right.  The  brigades  under  General  Wilcox  were  ^ent  to  reinforce 
'General  Jones,  but  no  serious  attack  was  made,  and  after  firing  a  fe^w 
shbts,  the  enemy  withdrew.  AVhile  thi-s  demonstration  was  being 
made  on  our  right,  a  large  fore  advanced  to  assail  the  left  of  Jack'don's 
popition,  occupied  by  the  division  of  General  A.  P.  Hill.  The  attack 
was  repcived  by  his  troops  with  their  accustomed,  steadiness,  and  the 
battle  raged  with  great  fury.  The  enemy  was  repeatedly  repulsed, 
but  again  pressed  on  the  attack  with  fresh  troops.  .  Once  ho  succeeded 
in  penetrating  an  interval,  between  General  Gregg's .  brigade  on  the 
extreme  left,  and  that  of  General  flhomas,  but  was  quickly  driven 
back  with  great  slaughter  by  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina  regiment, 
then  in  reserve,  and  the  forty-ninth  Georgia,  of  Thomas^  brigade. 
The  contest  was  close  and^ obstinate,  the  combatants  sometimes  deliver-  - 
•ing  their  fire  at  ten  paces.  General  Grcpg,  who  was  most  exposed, 
was  reinforced  by  Hay's.brigade  under  Colonel  Forno,  and  success- 
fully and  gallantly  resisted  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  until  the  ammu* 
njtion  of  his  brigade  being  exhausted,  and  all  its  field  ofiicers  but  two 
killed  or  wounded,  it  was  relieved  after  several  houjrs  of  severe  fight- 
ing, by  Early's  brigade  and  the  eighth  Louisiana  regiment.  General 
Early  drove  the  enemy  back  with  heavy  loss,'"and  pursued  about  two 
hundred  ynrds  beyond  the  line  of  battle,  when  \fe  was  recalled  to  the  . 
position  on  the  railroad  where  Thomas,  Pender  and  Archer  had  firmly 
held  their  ground  againj^t  every  attack.  While  the  battlt  was  raging 
on  Jackson's  left,  General  Longstreet  ordered  Hood  arid  Evans  to  ad- 
vance, but  before  the'order  could  be  obeyed  Hood  was  himself  attacked, 
and  his  command  at  onre  became  warmly  engaged.  General  Wilcox 
was  recalled  from  the  right  atfd  ordered  to  advance  on  Hood's  left, 
and  one  of  Kemper's  brigades,  under  Colonel  Hunton,  moved  forward 
on  his  right.  The  enemy  was  repulsed  by  Hood,  jifttr  a  severe  ^con- 
test,  and  fell  back,  closely  followed  by  our  troops. 

The  battle  continued  until  nine,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  retreating  until 
he  reached  a  strong  position  which  he  held  with  a  large  force,  '  The 
darkness  of  the  night  put  a  stop  to  the  engagement,  and  our  troops 
remained  in  their  advanced  position  until  .early  next  morning,  when 
they  were  withdrawn  tatheir  first  line.  One  piece  of  artillery,  several 
stands  of  colors, -and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured.  Our  loss 
was  severe  in  this  engagement;  Brigadier  Generals  Field  and  Trimble, 
and  Colonel  Forno, commanding  Hay's  brigade,  were  severely  wounded, 
and  several  other  vuluable  ofiicers  killed  or  disabled,  whose  names  are 
mentioned  in  the  accompnnying  reports.  On  the  morning  of  the 
SOth,  the  enemy  again  advanced,  and  skirmishiir^.  began  along  the 
line.     The  troops  of  Jackson  and  Longstreet  maintained  their  posi- 


tiond  of  tbe-previcps  day.  Fiiizhugh  Lee,  with.three  regiments  of  hie 
cavalry,  was  poste^ofi  Jackson's  left^  and  R.  H.  Anderson's  divipion, 
which  arrived  during  the  fonenoon,  was  held  in  reserve  near  the  tarn- 
pike.  The  batteries  of  Oolonel  S.  D.  Lee  took  the  position  occupied 
the  day  before  by  Colonel  Waltoa,  and  engaged  the  enemy  actively 
'until  noon,  when  firing  ceased,  and  all  ^as  quiet  for  several  hours. 
*  About  three,  F.  M.,  the  enemy  having  massed  his  iioops  in  front 
of  General  Jacksoi^,  advanced  against  his  position'  in  strong  force. 
Hie  front  line  pushed  forward  until  engaged  at  close  '  quarters  by 
Jackson'^  troops,  when  its  progress  was  checked,  ^d  a  fierce  and . 
bloody  struggle  ensued.  A  second  and  third  line,  of  groat  strength, 
moved  up  tp  support  the  firsts  but  in  doing  st,  came  within  easy  range 
of.  a  position  a  little  in  advapce  of  Long6tieet'4S  left.  lie  immediately 
ordered  up  two  batterica,  and  two  others  being  thrown  forward  about 
the  ^sme  time  by  Gobnel  S.  D.  Lee,  under  their  well  directed  and 
destrnctive  fire  the  supporting  lines  were,  broken,  and  fell  back  in 

'confusion.  Their  repeated  e^orts  to  rally  were  unavailing,  and  Jackr 
son.'s^ troops  being  thus  reHeved  from  the  pressure  of  overwhelming 
numbers,  began  to  pre^^is  steadily  fojward,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them.  He  retreated  in  confusion,  sufforiifg  severely  from  our  artillery 
which  advanced  as  he  retired..  General  LoQgstreet,  anticipating  the 
order  for  a  general  advance,  now  threw  his  whole  command  .against' 
the  Federal  centre  and  left.  HoodVs  two  brigades,  followed  by  Evans, 
led" the  attack.  R.  II.  Anderson's  division  came  gallantly  to  the  sup- 
port of  Hood,  while  the  three  brigades  uudef  Wilcox  moved  forwaj-d 
on  his  left,  and  those  of  Kemper  on  his  right.  D.  R.  Jones  advanced 
qpa  the  extreme  right,  and  the  whole  line  swept  steadily  on,  driving 
the  enemy,  withgrcat.carnage,  from  each  successive 'position,  unlilte.a, 
P.  M.,  when  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  battle  and  the  pursuit.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  piart  of  the  engagement,  General  Wilcox  wi&h  his  own 
brigade  wa^ordered  to  the  right,  where  the  resistance  of  the  enemy 
was  most  obstinate,  and  rendered  eiSeient  assistance  to  the  troops  en- 

-  gaged  on  that  part  of  the  line.  His  other  two  brigades,  maintaining 
gheir  position  in  line,  acted  with  General  Jackson's  command. 

The  obsifurity  of  night  and  the  uncertainty  pf  the  fords  of  Bull 
run,  rendered  it  necessary  to  suspend  operations  until  morning,  when 
the  cavalry,  being  pushed^  forward,  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
escaped  Iq  the  strong  position  of  Centre»ville,  about  four  miles  beyond 
Bull  run.  The  prevalence  of  a  heavy  rain,  which  began  during  the 
night,, threatened  to  render  Eull  run  impassable,  and  ympcded  o.ur 
movements.     Longstreet  remained  on  the  battle  field  to  engage  the 

.attentien  of  the  enemy,  and  cover  the  burial  of  the  dead  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  wounded,. while  Jackjon  proceeded  by  Sudley's  ford  to 
the  Little  River  turnpike,  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  and  intercept  hfs 
retrcjiit  to  Washington.  Jackson's  progress  was  retarded  by*'the  in- 
clemency of,  the  weather  aijd  the  fatigue  of  his  troops,  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  arduous  marches,  had  fought  tl^ree  severe  engagements 
in  as  many  days.  He 'reached  Little  River  turnpike  in  the  evening, 
and  the  next  day,'Sejjtomber.  1st,  advanced  by  tiiat  road  towards  Fair- 

'  fax  Gojart  Ilouse.  The  enemy,  in  the  meai^time,  was  falling  back  rapidly 


towards  Waghiogton,  and  had  throwa  out  a  siroitt  force  to  German- 
town»  on  th€  Little  Bivef  turnpike,  to  cover  his  ^ne  of  retreat  from 
Gentreville.     The  advance  of  Jackson's  ^cojamn  encountered  the  ene- 
my at  Ox  Hill,  near  Germantown,  e.bout  five,  P.  M.     Line  of  battle 
was  ^t  once  formed^  and  two  brigades  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divisioiiy  thoBe 
of  Branch  and  FJeld^  under  Colonel  Brockenbrough,- were  thrown  far- 
warjd  to  attack  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  strength  and  position.      A. 
cold  and  drenching  rain  storm  drove  in  the  facesof  our  troop?  as  the^ 
advanced  and  gallantly  engaged  the  enemy.     They  wei^e  subsequent;! j^ 
supported  by  tjje  biigades  of  Gregg,.  Thomas,  jBind  Pender  ;  ahro    of 
Hill's  division,  which,  with  part  of  Ewell's,  became  engaged.     The 
conflict  was  obstinately  cnaintained  by  the  enemy  until  dark  when  lie 
retreated,  having  Ipdt  two^general  officer^,  one  of  whom,  Major  Gen- 
eral E^earney,  was  left  dead  on  the  field. .   Longstreet's  command,  ar- 
rived after  the  action  was  over,  and  the  next  mornipg  it  was  found 
that  the  enemy  had  conducted  his  retreat  so  rapidly  that  the  attempt 
to  intercept  him  was  abandoned.     The  proximity  of  the  fortifications* 
around  Alexandria  and  Washington,  rendered  further  pursuit  useLess, 
and  our  army  rested  during  the  2nd,  near.  Ghantilly,  the  enemy  being 
followed  only  by  the  cavalry,  who  continued  to  harass  him  until  he 
reached  the  shelter  of  his  entrenchments. 

In  the  series  of  engagementa  on  the  plains  of  Manassas,  more  than 
seven  thousand  pfisoiiers  were  tai:en,  in  addition  to  about  two  thou- 
sand wounded  left  in  our  bands.  Thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  starffi  of  small  arms,  numerous  colors  and  a  large 
fi^mount  of  stores,  besides  those  taken  by  General  Jackson  at  Manas- 
5Bas  Junction,  were  captured.  .  .  ^ 

Th^  history  of  -the  achievements  of  the  army  from  the  time' it  ad- 
vanced from  Gordons ville,  leaves  nothing  to  be  said  in  commendation 
of  the  courage,  fortitude  and  good  conduct  of  both  ofBcers  and  men. 
The  accompanying  reports  of  the  Medical  Director  will  show  the 
number  of  our  killed  and  wounded.  Among  them  will  be  found  the 
names  of  many  valuable  and  distinguished  officers,  who  bravely  and 
faithfully  discharged  their  duty,  and  with  the  gallant  soldiers  wh# 
fell  with  them,  have  nobly  deserved  the  love  and  gratitude  of  their 
countrymen. 

The  reports  of  the  several  commanding. officers  must  necessarily  be 
referred  to  for  the  names  of  those  whose  services  were  moBt»conspicu- 
bus.  The  list  is  too  long  for  enumeration  here.  .  During  all  these 
operations  tl^e  cavalry,  under  General  Stuart,  consisting  of  the.  bri- 
gades of  Generals  Robertson  and  Fitzhugh  Lee,  rendered  must  impor- 
tant and  valuable  service.  It  guarded  the  flanks  of  the  army,  pro- 
tected its  trains  and  gave  information  of  the  enemy's  movements. 
Besides  engaging  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  on  several  occasions,  with 
nniform'^success,  a  detachment  under  the  gallant  and  lamented  Major 
Patrick,  assisted  by  Stuart's  horse  artillgry^  under  Major  Pelham, 
eflfectually 'protected  General  Jackson's  trains  against  a  body  of  the 
en^emy  who  penetrated  to  his- rear  on  the  29th;  before  the  arrival  of 
General  Longstreet.  ,  Towards  the  close  of  the«action  on  the  30th, 
General  Robertson^  with  the  second  Virginia  regimentpunder,  Colonel 
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Mtmford,  supported  by  the  seTeiBth  and  twelfth,  made  a  brillitot 
charge  upon  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  cavaAry,  Colonel  Munford  lead- 
ing with  greaf  gallantry,  and  completely  routed  it.  Many  of  the  enemy* 
were  killed  and  w6nnded,  more  than  three  -hundred  prisoners  were 
captured,  -and  the  remainder  pursued  beyond  Ball  run.^  The  jeports 
*of  General  Stuart  aAd  the  officers  under  bis  command,  as  well  as  that 
of  General  Jackson,- are  referred  to  for  more  complete  details  of  these 
and  other  services  of  the  cayatty. 

Capture  bp  Haiiper's  Ferrt  and  Operations  ur  Marfland. 

The  eneYny  having  retired,  to  the  protection  of  the  fortifioations 
MTonnd  Washington  and  Alexandria,  the  army  marched,  on  the  6d 
September,  towards  Leesbnrg.  • 

•  The  armies  of  Generals  McClellan  und  Pope,  Kad  now  been  brought 
back*  to  the  point  from  which  they  set  out  on  the  campaigns  of  the 
'spring  and  summer.  The  ejects  of  those  campaigns  had  been  frus- 
trated, and  the  designs  of.  the  enemy  on  the  cosfSt  ^f  North  Carolina, 
'and  in  AVesterti  Virginia,  thwarted  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  main 
body  of  his  forces  from  those  regions: 

Northeastern  Virginia  was  freedfrom  the  presence  of  Federal  sol- 
diers up  io  the  entrenchments  of  Washington,  and  soon  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  army  at  Leesburg,  information  was  received  that  ^the 
troops,  which  had  occnpied  Wincheeter,  had  retired  to  Harper's  Ferry 
and  Ma^tinsburg. 

The  war  was  thus  transferred  from  the  interior  to  the  frontier,  and 
the  supplies  of  rich  and  productive  districts  made  accessible  to  our' 
army.  To  prolong  a  state  of  affairs,  in  every  way  desirable,,  and  not  to 
permit  the  season  for  ackve  operations  *to  pass  without  endeavoring 
to  inflidt  further  injury  upon  the  enemy,  the  best  course  appeared  to 
Be  the  transfer  of  the  army  into  Maryland.         **      #- 

Although  not  ))roperly  equipped  for  invasion,  lacking  much  of  the 
material  of  war,  and  feeble  in  transportation,  the  troops  poorly  pro- 
vided with  clothing,  and  thousands  of  them  destitute  of  shoes,  it  was 
yet  believed  to  be  strong  enough  to  detain  the  enemy  upon  the  north- 
ern frontier,  untfl  the  approach  of  winter  should  render  his  advance 
into  Virginia  difficult,  if  not  impracticable.  * 

The  condition  of  Maryland  encouraged  the  belief  that  the  presence 
«6f  our  army,  however  inferior  to*  that  of  tte  enemy,  would  induce 
the  Washington  (jovernmeni  to  retain  all  its  available  force  to  pro- 
vide against  contingencies,  which  its  course  toward  the  people  of  th^t 
State  gave  it  reason  to  apprehend.  At  the  same  time  it  was  hoped 
that  military  success  might  afford  us  -an  opportunity  to  aid  the  citi- 
zens of  Maryland  in  any  effosts  they  might  be  disposed  to  make  to  re- 
cover their  lib*erty.  The  difficulties  that  surrounded  them  were  fully 
appreciated,  and  we  expected  to  derive  more*  assistance  in  the  attain- 
ment of  our  object,  from  the  just  fears  of  the  Washington  (ioYern- 
ment,  than  from  any  active  demon^ation  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
nnless  success  should  en%ble  us  to  givefthem  assurance*  of  continued 
protection.     Influenced  by  these  considerations,  the  a^rmy  was  put  in 
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motion.     D.  H.  Hill's  division,  which  had  joiaed  us  on  t^e  2d,  being 
in  advance,  and,  between  the  4th  and  7th  of  September,  crossed  the 
*Pott)mac  at  the  ford  Doar  Leesbiyg,  And  encamped  id  the  vicinity  of 
Fredericktown. 

It  was  decided  to  cross  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blue*  Ridge'^  in  or-- 
der,  by  threatening  Washington  and  Baltimore,  to  cause  the  enemy- 
to  withdraw  from  the  south  bank,  where  his  presence  endangered  oor 
communications  and  the  safety  of.  these  engaged  in  the  revoval  of 
our  wounded  and  the  captured  property^  from  the  late  battle  field. 
Having  accomplished  this  result,  it  was  proposed  to  nft>rc.the  army 
•  into  western  Maryland,  establish  our  4M)mmunicaitions  with  !Rich* 
mond,  through  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  by  threatening 
Pennsylvania,  induc^e  the  enemy  to  follow^,  and  thus  draw- him  from 
his  base  of  supplies.  • 

It  Had  been  supposed  that  the  advance  •upon*.  Fredericktown  wpuld 
lead  to  the  evacution  of  Martinsburg  and  Harper's  Ferry,  thus  open- 
ing the  line  of  communication  through  the  Valley.  This  ni)t  having 
occurred,  it  became  necessary  .to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  those  posi- 
tions before  concentrating  the  army  west  of  the  mountains. 

To  accomplish  this  with  the  least  delay,  General  Jackson  was  di- 
rected to.  proceed  with  his  command  to  Martinsburg,  and,  after  driving  • 
the  enemy  from  that  place,  to  move  down  the  south  side*  of  tiie  Poto- 
mac upon  Harper's  Ferry^  General  McLaws,  with  his  own  and  R. 
H.'Anderson's  divisions,  was  ordered  to/seize  Maryland  heights  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,,  and  Briga- 
dier General  Walker  to  take  possession  of  Loudon  heights,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Shenandoah,  where  it  unites  with  the  Potomac.  These 
several  commands  were  directed,  after  reducing  Harper's  Ferry  and 
clearing  the  Valley  of  the  'enemy,  to  join « the  rest  of  the  army  at 
Boonesboro'  or  H/igerstown. 

^he  march,  ^  the^e  troops  began  on  the  1 0th,  and  at  the  sanie 
time,  the  remainder  of 'Longstrect's  comm'aad,  and  the  division  of  D. 
fl.  Hill,  crossed  the  South  n>ountainsand  moved  towards  Boon esb or o'. 
General  Stuart/' with  the  cavalry,  remained  east  of  the  mountains, 
to  observe  the  enemy  and  retard  his  advance.   • 

A  report  havjng  been  received  that  a  Federal  fofce  was  approach- 
ing Ilagerstown  from  the  direction  of  Chambersburg,  Longstreet 
.  'continued  his  march  to  the  former  place,  in  order  to  secure  the  road 
leading  thence  to  Williamsport,  and  also  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
stores  which  were  said  to  be  in  Hagersto'wn.  He  arrived  at  that  place 
pn  the  1 1th,  General  Hill  halting  near  Boonsbpro'  to  prevent  the  en- 
emy at  Harper's  Ferry  from  escaping  through  Pleasant  Valley,  and 
at^he  s'amc  time  to  support  the  cavalry.  "^ 

.  The  advance  of  the  Federal  army  wj^s  sq  slowi  at  the.  time  we  left 
Fredericktown  as  to  justify  the  belief  that  the  reduction  of  Harper's 
Ferry  wo.uld  be  accomplished  and  our 'troops  concentrated  before  they 
would  be  called  upon  -to  mefit  it.  In  that  event  it  had  not  been  in- 
tendeirto  oppose  its  passage  thrdhgh  the  -Squth-  mountains,  as  it  was 
desired  to  engage  it  as  far  as^ipossible  from  its  base. 

General  Jackson  marched  very  rapidly,  and,  crossing  the  Potomac 
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near  Williamdport,  on  the  llth,  sent*  A.  P.  Hill's  division  directly  t6 
Martinsburgo  and  disposed  the  rest  of  the  command  tp  cut  oiT  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  westward.  On  his  approach  the  Federal  troops 
evacuated  Martinsbarg,  retiring *to  Harper's  Ferry  on  the. night  of 
the  11th,  and  Jackson  entered  the  former  place  on  the  12th,  capturing 
some  prisoners  and  abandoned  stores.  '  In  the  forenoon  of  the  fol- 
lowing  day,  his  leading  division,  under  General  A.  P.  Hill,  came  in 
flight  of  the  enemy,  strongly  entVenched  on  Bolivar  heights,  in  rear 
of  Harper's  Ferry,  before  beginning  the  attack,  General  Jackson 
proceeded  to  put  hitaself  in  communication  with  the  co-operating 
forces  under  General  MeLaws  and  Walker,  from  the  fermer  of  whdia 
he  was  separated  hy  the  Potomac,  and  from  the  latter  by  the  Shenan- 
doah. General  Walker  took  possession  "of  Loudoun  heigtts  on  the 
!  3th,  and  the  next  day  was  in  readiness  to  ppon  upon  Harper's  Ferry. 
General  McLaws  encountered  more  opposition.  He  entered  Pleasant 
Valley  on  the  1 1th.  On  the  12th  he  directed  General  Kershaw,  with 
his  own  and  Barksdale's  brigade,  to  ikscend  the  tidge  whose  southern 
extremity  is  known  as  Maryland  heights  and  attack  the  enemy,  who 
occupied  that  position  with  infantry  and  artillery,  protected ^by  en- 
trenchments. He  disposed  the  rest  of  his  command  to  hold  the  ro&ds 
leading  from  Harper's  Ferry  eastward  through  Weavertown,  and 
northward  from  Sandy  Hook ;  guarding  the  pass  in  his  rear,'  through 
^hi^h  he  had  entered  Pleasant  Valley,  Vtith  the  "brigades  of  Sem^nes 
and  Mahone.  *  • 

•  Owing  to  the  rugged  nature  of  the  ground  op  which  Kershaw  had 
to  operate,  and  the  want  of  roads,  he  was  compelled  to  use  infantry 
alone.  Driving  in  the  advance  parties  of  the  enemy  on  the  summit 
of  the  ridge  on  the  t2th,  hi  assailed  the  works  the  next  day.  Ajfter 
a  spirited  contest  they  were  carried,  the  troops  engaged*  in  their  de- 
fence spikipg  their  heavy  guns  and  retreating  to  Harper's  Ferry.  By 
half- past  four,  P.  M.,  Kershaw  was  in  possession  of  Maryland' 
heights.  On  the  Nth  a  road  for  artillery  was  cut  along  the  ridge, 
and  at  two,.  P.  M.,  four  guns  opened  upon  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the^irer,  and  the  investment  of  Harper's  Farry  was  com- 
plete. • 

In  the  meantime,  events  transpired*  in  another  quaVter  which 
threatened  to  interfere  with  the  reduction  of  the  place.  'A  copy  of 
the  order  directing  the  movement  of  the  army  from  Fre'dericktown 
bad  fallen  into  t&e  hands  of  General  McCleIledl,.and  disclosed  to  him 
the  disposiiion  of  oar  forces).  He  immediately  began  to  push  forward 
rapidly,  and  on  itie  afternoon  of  the  1 3th  was  reported  approaching 
the  pass  in  South  mountain  on  the  Boonesboro'  and  Fredcricktown 
road.  The  cavAlry^  under  General  Stuart,  fell  back  before  him,  ma-» 
terially  impeding  his  progress  by  its  gallant  resistance  and  gaining 
time  for  preparations  to  oppose  his  advance. 

By  penetrating  the  mountains  at  this  f  point  he  would  reach  the 
rear  of  McLaws  and  be  enabled  to  relieve  tlie  garrison  at  Harper's 
Ferry.  To  prevent  this,  General  D.  H.  Hill  was  directed  to  guard 
the  Boonesboro'  gap  and  Longstreet  ordered  to  march  from  Hagers- 
town  t5  his  .support.    On  the -Idth,  General  Hill  sent  back  the 
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brigades  of  Garland  and  Colquitt*  to  hold  the  pass ;  bttt  sabaequentlj 
ascertaining  that  the  enemy  was  near,  in  heavy  force,  he  ordered  up 
the  rest  of  his  division.  Early  on  the  J  4th,  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  attempted  to  force  its  waj^to  l^e  rear  of  the  position  theld  by 
Hill  by  a  road  south  of  the  Boonesboro'  and  Fredericktown  turnpike. 
The  atfeck  was  repulsed  by  jGrilrland's  brigade  after  a  severe  conflict, 
in  which  that  brave  and  accompFished  youflg  officer  was  killed.  The 
remainder  of  the  division  arriving  shortly  afterwards,  Colquitt's  brig- 
ade was  disposed  aoross  the  turnpike  road  ;  that,  of  G.  B.  Anderson, 
sd^ported  by  Ripley,  was  placed  on  the  right,*  and  Bodeis  occupied  an 
iii^ortant  position  on  the  left.  Garland's  brigade,  which  had  suffered 
heavily  in  the  first  attack,  was  withdrawn,  and  the  defence  of  th*e 
road  occupied  by  it  entrusted  to  Colonel  Rosser,  of  the  fifth  Virginia 
catalry,  who  reported  to  General  Hill  with  his  regiment,  and  some 
artillery. 

The  small  command  of  General  HiU  repelled  the  repeated  assaults 
of  the  Federal  army,land  held  it.  in  check  for"  five  hours.  Several 
attacks  on  the  centre  were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Colquitt's  brigade, 
and  R(^e^  maintained  his  position  against  heavy  odds  with  the  utmost 
teiftcity.  Longstreet,  leavin'g  one  brigade  at  Hagerstown,  had  hur- 
ried to  the  assistance  of  Hill,  and  reached  the  scene  of  action 
between  three  and  foifr,  P.  M.  His  troops,  much  exhausted  by  a 
long,*  rapid  march  and  the  heat  of  the  day,  *were  disponed  oii  both 
sides  of  the  turnpike.        «  .       •  " 

•General  D.  R.  Jones,  with  three  of  his  brigades,  those  of  Pickett 
(under  General  Garnett),  Kemper,  and  Jenkina  (under  Colonel 
Walker),  together  with  Evans'  brigade,  was  posted  along  the  moun- 
tain on  the  left;  Gereral  Hoodf,  with  his  T^wn-and  Whiting^s  brigade, 
undfer  Colonel  Law,  Drayton's,  and  D,  R.  Jones',  under  Colonel  G. 
T.  Anderson^  On  the  right.  Batteries  had  been  placed  by  General 
'  Bill  in  such  positions  as  could  be  found,  but  the  ground  was  unfa- 
vorable for  the  use  of  artillery.  The  bittle  continued  with  great 
animation'until  night.  On  the  south' of  the  turnpike  the  enemy  was 
driven  back'  some  'distance,  and  his  attack  oB  the  centre  repulsed  with 
loss.*  ■      ♦ 

His  grea*t  superiority  oT  ntimbers.  enabled  him   to   extend  beyond 
both  of  our  flanks.     By  this  means   he'  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
summit  of  Ihe  mountain,  beyond' our  left,  and  pressing  upon  us  heavily 
from  that  direction,  griftiually  forced  our  troops  back  after  an  obstinate 
resistance..    Darkness  put  an  ^nd  to  the  contest     The  effort  to  force 
the  passage  ot  the  mountains  had   failed,'  but  it  rwas  manifest  that, ' 
without  reinforcements,  ^e  could  not  hazard  a  renewal  of  the  engage- 
ment, as  the  enemy  could  easily  turn  either  flank.     Information  was  I 
also  received  that  another  large  body  of  Federal  troops  had,  during 
the  afternoon,  forced  their*  way  thjrough  Crampton's  Gap,  only  fi,ve 
miles  in  rear  of  MdLaws.    "lUuder  these  circumstances,  it  was  deter- 1 
mined  to  retire  to  Sharpsburg,  where  *we  would'be  upon  ihe  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy  should   he  move   against   McLaws,  and  where  wel 
could  more  teadily  unite  with  the  rest  of  the^army.  * 

This  movement  was  skilJifttlly  aaid  efficiently  covered  by  the«cavalry 
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brigade  of  6«d|idral  Flto.  Lee,  and  was  ftoeoraplished  without  inter- 
ruption by  the  eneinj,  who  did  not  appear  on  the  west  side  of  the 
pass  at  Boonsboro'  «ntil  about  eight,  A.  M.,  on  the  following  morn« 
ing. 

TaQ  resistance  that  had  been  oifered   to  the   enemy  at  Boonsboro' 
secured  sufficient  .time  to  enable  General  Jackson  to  complete  the  re-' 
duction  of  Harper's  Ferry.  •  ... 

On  the  afternoon.of  the  \  ^th,  whei^  he  found  that'the  troops  of  Walker . 
and  McLaws  were  in  position  to  co-operate  in  the  attack,  he  ordered, 
Gen'l  A.  P.  Hill  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  enter  Harper's  Sorry. 
Ewell'a  diyjaion,  under  General  Lawton^.was  orderqd  to  support  Hill, 
while  Winder'^  brigade  of  Jackson's  diridion,  under  Colonel  Grigsby, 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  made  a  demonstration  on  the  enemy's 
rigkt  near  the.  Potomac.  The  rest  of  the  division  waa  held  in  reserye. 
The  caValry^  under  Major  Massie,  was  placed  on  the  extreme  left  to 
prevent  the  escape  Q&  the  enemy.  Colonel  Grigsby  succef ded  in  get- 
ting possession. of  an  eminence  on  the  left,  «pon  which i|wo  batteries 
were  ad ^^ntagepudly  posted.  Gbeneral  'A.  P.  Hill  observing  a  hill  on* 
the  en'emy's  extreme  left,  occupied  by  infantry  without  artillery  and 
prQtected-only  by  abattis  of  felled  timber,  directed  General  render- 
with  his  own  brigade,  and  those  of  Arx:her  and  Colonel  Brockenbrough 
to  seize  the  crest,  which  was  done  with  slight  resistance.  At  the  same 
time  he  ordered  Generals  Branch  and^  Gregg  to  march  along  the 
Shenandoah)  and  taking  advantage  of  the  ravines  intersecting  its 
steep  banks,  to  establish  themiselves  on  the  •plain  to  the  left  and  rear 
of  the  enemy's  works.  This  was  accomplished  during  "the  night. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  .chief  of  artillery  of  A.  P.  HilPs  divis- 
ion, j>laced  several  batteries  on  the  eminence  taken  by  General  Pen- 
der, and  under  the  directipn.of  Colonel  Cr.ntchfield,  General  Jackson's 
chief  of  artillery,,  ten  guns,  belonging  to  Swell's  division,  were  posted 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Shenandoah,  so  as  to  enfilade, the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments on  Bolivar  heights,  and  take  his  nearest  and  most  form- 
idable works  in  reverse.^  .  General  McLaws,  in  the  meantime,  made, 
his  preparations 'to  prevent  the  force  which  had  penetrated  at  Cramp- 
ton's  gap  from  coming  to  Ihe  relief  of  the  garrison. 

This,  pass  ,had  been  defended  by  the  brigade  of  General  Cobb,  sup- 
ported by  those  .of.  Semmes  and  Mahone^  but  unable  to  oppose  sue-' 
cessfuUy  the  snperior  numbers  brought  against  them,  they  had  been 
compelled  to  retire  with  loss.  The  enemy  halted  at  the  gap,  and, 
during  the  night.  General  MqLawa  fornipd  his  command  in  Ifne  of 
battle,  across,  pleasant  Valley,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  ^Cramp- 
ton's,  leaving  one  regiment  Jo  support,  the  artillery  on  Maryland 
Heights,  and  two  brigades  on  each  of  the  ro^s  from  Harper's  Ferry. 

Th^  attack  on  the  garrison  began  at  dawn.     A  rapid  and  vigorous 
fire  was*  opened  fropi  the  batteries  of  General  Jackson  and  those^oa 
Maryland  and  Loudoun  heights.     In  about  two  hours  the  garrison, 
consisting  of  more  than  eleven  thousand  men^  surrendered.     Seventy-^ 
Aree  pieces  of  artillery^  about  thirteen  thousand  small  arms  and  a^ 
large  quantity  of  inilitary  stores  fell  )nto  our  hands. 
*     Leayiixg.  General  A,  P.  HiU^to  xeoeive  the  sonender  of  the  Federal 
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troops  and  secure  the  .captured  propertjr^  General  *Jack3on,  with  his 
two  other  divisions,  set  out  at  once  for  SKarpsburg,  ordering  Generals 
McLaws  and  Walker  to  follow  without  delay.         • 

OflScial  information  of  the  fall  of  Harpers  Ferry  and  the.approach 
of  General  Jackson,  was  recei\ied  sogn  after  the  commands  of  Long- 
street  and  D.  H.  ^ill  reached  Sharpsburg,  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  and  reanimated  the  courage  ^of  the  troops.  General  Jackson 
Arrived  early  on  the  *l6th,  and  General  Walker  came  up  in  the  after- 
noon. 

The  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Crampton's  gap,  embarrassed  the 
movements  of  General  McLaws.-  He  retained  the  position,  taken 
during  the  night  of  the  14th,  to  oppose  an  advance  tow|irds  Harper's 
Ferry  until  the  capitulation  of  that  place,..wheny  finding  the  enemy 
indisposed  to  attack,  he  gradually  withdrew  bis  coipmand  towards  the 
Potomac.  Deeming  the  roads  to.  Sharpsburg,  on  the,  north  side  of 
,the  river,  igfpracticable,  he  resolved  to  cross  at* Harper's  Ferry  and 
march  by  way  of  Shepheydstown.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  his 
troops  and  other  circumstance!,  his  pi^ogress  was  slow,  and  h^  did  not 
reach  ^e  battle-field  at  Sharpsburg,  until  sometipie  after  the  engage- 
ment of  the  17th  began. 

The  commands  of  Longstreet  jand  D,  H.  Hill,  on  their  arrival  at 
Sharpsburg,  were  placed  in  position  a^ng  the. range  of  hills  between 
the  town  and. the  Antietam;  nearly  parallel  to  the  pourse  of  that 
stream  ;  Longstreet,  on  the  right  of  the  road  to  Boonesboro\  and 
Hill  on  the  left.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  delayed  by  the  brave 
opposition  he  encountered  from  f'itz  Lee's  ca,valry,  and  he  did  not 
app«^ar  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Aijtietam  , until  about  two,  .P.  M. 
During  the  afternoon  the  batteries  on  each  side  were  slightly.engaged. 

On  the  I6th,  the  artillery. fire  became. warm  and  continued  through- 
out the  day.  The  enemy  erossed  the  Antietam  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  batteries  and  menaced  our  left.  In  anticipation  of  this  move- 
ment, llood's  two  brigades  had  been  transferred  from  the  right  and 
posted  between  D.  H.  Hill  and  the  Hagerstown  road. 
,  General  Jackson  was  now  directed  to  take  positioii  on  Hood's  left, 
and  formed  his  line  with  his  right  resting  upon  the  Hagerstown  road, 
and  his -left  extending  towards  the  Potomac,  protected  by  General 
*£tuart  with  the  cavalry  and  horse  artillery.  General  Walker,  with 
his  two  brigades,  was  stationed  on  Longstreet's  right. 

As  evening  approi^ched,  the  enemy  opened  more  vigorously  with 
hfs  aftillery,  and  bore  down^heavily  Yfit^  hid  infantry  upon  rfood,  but 
the  attack  was  gallantly  repulsed.  At  ten,  P.  M,  Hood's  troops  were 
'relieved  by  the  brigades  of  Lawton  and  Trimble,  of  Ewell's  division, 
commanded  by  General  (aawton.  Jackson's  own  division,  under  Gen- 
eral J.  R.  Jones,  was  on  LawtoVs  left,  supported  by  the  remahiiijg 
bri^acfes  of  Ewell. 

At  early  dawn,  on  the    17th,  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  vigor- 
ously  from   both   sides   of  the  Antietam,  the    heaviest  fire   being 
^.directed  against  our  left.     Under  cover  of  this  fire,  a  large  force   of 
infantry  ay^acked  General  Jackjson.     They,  were  met  by  his  ^troops 
vith  the  utiuost  reaolntiqn,  and  for  ^eyeral  hours,  tiie  oonfiict  ra^ed 
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with  great  fury  and  alternate  success.  General  J.  R.  Jones  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  field,  and  the  command  of  Jackson's  division  de- 
volved on  General  Starke.  The  troops  advanced  with  great  spirit, 
and  the  enemy's  lines  were  repeatedly  broken,  and  forced  to  retire. 
Fresh  troops,  however,  soon,  replaced  those  that  were  beaten,  and 
Jackson's  men  were  in  turn  compelled  io  fall  back.  The  brave  Gen- 
eral Starke  was  killed;  General  Lawton  was  wounded,  and  nearly  all 
the  field  oflScers,  with  a  large  proportiorl  of  the  men,  killed  or  disa 
bled.  Our  troops  slowly  yielded  to  overwhelming  numbers,  and  fell 
back  obstinately  disputing'  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  Hood  re- 
turned to  the  field,  and  relieved  the  brigades  of  Trimble,, Lawton  and 
Hays  which  had  suffered^  seTerely;  • 

General  Early,  who  succeeded  General  Lawton,  in  the  command  cf 
EwelPs  division,  was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  move  with  his 
brigade  to  take  the  place  of  Jackson's  division,  most  of  which  was 
*  withdrawn,  its  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  and  its  numbers 
much  reduced. .  A' small  part  of  the  division,,  under  Colonels  Grigsby 
and  Stafford,  united  with  Early's  brigade,  as  did  portions  of  the  brig-  • 
ades  of  Trimble^  Lawton-  and  Hayes.  *• 

The  battle  now*  raged  *  with  great  violence;  the  small  commands. 
Under  Hood  and  Early,  holding  their  ground  against  many  times 
their  o}vn  numbers  of  the,  enemy,  and  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  ar- 
tillery. Hood  was.  reinforced  by  the  brigades  of  Ripley,  Colquitt 
and  Garland,  under  Colonel  McRae,.of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  %nd 
afterwards  by  D.  R.  Jones'  brigade,  under  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson. 
The.  enemy's  lines  T\ere  broken  and  forced  back,  but  fresh  numbers 
advanced  to  their  support,  and  they  began  t^  gain  ground.  The  des- 
perate resistance  th^y  encountered,  howevet,  delayed  their  progress 
until  the  troops  of  General  McLaws  arrived,  and  those  of  General 
Walker  could  be  brought  from  the  right.  Hood's  brigade,  greatly, 
diminished  in  numbers,  withdrew*  to  replenish  their  ammunition, 
their  supply  being  entirely  exhausted.  They  were  relieved  by 
Walker's  command,  who  immediately  attacked  the  enemy  vigorously, 
driving  him'  back  with  great  slaughter.  Colonel  Manning,  command- 
ing Walker's  brigade,  pursued  until  he  was  stopped  by  a  strong  fence, 
betiind  which  was  posted  a  large  force  of  infantry;  with  several  bat- 
teries. The  gallant  Colonel  was  severely  wounded,  and  his  brigade 
retired  to*  the  line  on  which  the  rest  of  Walker's  command  had  halted. 
.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  i;inder  General  McLaws,  Gene- 
ral Early  attacked,  with  great  resolution,  the  large  force  opposed  to 
hirii.  McLaws  advanced  at.the  same  time,  and  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  in  confusion,  closely  followed  by  our  troops,  beyond  the  position 
occupid  at  the  beginning  of*  the  engagement. 

The  enemy  renewed  the 'assault  on  our  left  several  times,  but  was 
repulsed  with  loss.  He  finally  ceased  to  advance  his  infantry,  and 
for  several  hours  kept  up  a  furioua  fire  from  his  numerous  batteries, 
under  which  our  troops  held  their  position  with  great  coolness  and 
^cttjrage.*  The  attack  on  our  left  was  speedily  followed  by  one  in 
heavy  force  on  the  centre.  This  was  met  by  part  of  Walker's  divis- 
ion^ a&d  the  brigades  of  G.  9.  Anderson  and  Bodes,  of  D.  H,  Hill's 
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oomroand,  assisted  hj  a  few  pieces  of  artillerjr.  The  enemy  was  re- 
pulsed, and  retired  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill  from  which. thej  kept  up 
a  desultory  fire.  . 

General  R.  H.  Anderson'a  divisioa  came  tp  Hill's  support,  and 
formed  in  rear  of  his  nne.  At  this  timOy  by  a  mistake  .  of  orders, 
General  Rodes'  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  its  position  during  the 
temporary  absence  of  that  oflScer.at  (uxother  part  of  the  fi^ld.  The 
enemy  immediately  pressed  through  the  gap  thus  created,  and  G.  B. 
Anderson's  brigade  was  broken,  and  retired— General  Anderson  himself 
being  mortally  wounded.  Major  General.B.  H.  Anderson  and  Brigadier 
General  Wright,  were  also  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field. 

T^e  heavy  masses  of  the  enemy  again  moved  forward,  being  op- 
posed only  by.  four  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by  a  few  hundreds 
of  men,  belonging  to  different  brigades,  rallied  by  General  D.  II. 
Hill  and  other  officers,  and  parts  of  Walker^s  and  R.  H.  Anderson's 
commands — Colonel  Cooke,  with*  the  twenty^-seveath  North  Carolina 
regiment,  of  Walker's  brigade,  standing  boldly  .  in  ^  line  without  a 
cartridge.  .The  firm  front  presented  by  this .  small  force,  and  the 
*  well  directed  fire  of  the  artillery,  under  Captain  Mill^  of  the  Wash- 
ington Artillery;  and  Captain  Bayce's  South  Carolii\^  battery,  checked 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  he 
retired.  Another  attack  was  made  soon  afterwards,  a  little  fi]Q*tber  to 
the  right,  but  was  repulsed  by  Miller's  guns,  which  continued' to  hold 
th ^ground  until  the  close  of  the  engagement,  supported  by, a  part  of 
K.  11.  Anderson's  troops. 

While  the  attack  on  the  centre  and  left  was  in  progress,  the  enemy 
made  repeated  efforts  to  jbrce  the  pivssage  oC  the  bridge  over  the  An- 
tiets^,  opposite  the  right  wing  of  General  Longsrtreet,  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones.  Thi^  bridge  was  defended  by  Gen- 
eral Toombs  with  two  regiments  of  his  1)rigade,  the  second  and 
twentieth  Georgia,  and  the  batteries  of  General  Jones.  General 
Toombs'  small  command  repulsed  five  different  assaults,  made  by  a 
greatly  superior  force  and  maintained  its  position  with  distinguished 
gallantry. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  began  to  extend  his  line  as  if  to  cross 
the  Antietam  below  the  bridge,  and  at  four^  P.  M.,  Toombs  regiments 
retired  from  the  pdsitio.n  they  had  so  bravely  held.  The  enemy  im- 
mediately crossed  the  bridge  in  large  numbers  and  ft4^anoQd  against 
General  Jones,  who  held  the  crest  with  less  than  two  thousand  men. 
After  a  determined  and  braVo  resistance,  be  was.  forced  to  give  way 
and  the  enemy  gained  the  summit. 

General  A.  Pt  Hill  had  arrived  from  Harper's  Ferry,  having  left 
that  place  at  half-past  seven,  A.  M.  He.was^ow  ordered  to  reinforce 
General  Jones  and  moved  to  his  support  with  the  brigades  of.Archer, 
Branch,  Gregg  and  Pender,  the  last  of  Yfhom  was  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  line,  and  the  other  three  advanced  and  attacked  the  enemy, 
Aow  flushed  with  success.  Hill's  batteries  were  thrown  forward  and 
united  their  fire  with  those  of  General  Jones',  and  pne.of  D.  H.  HiU«s 
Use  opened,  with  good  effect,  from  the  left  of  the  Booneaboro'  road. 
The  progress  of  the  eaemy  was  immediately  arrestedt  &^  ^^  ^^^^ 
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began  to  waver.  At  thig  moment  Oeneral  Jones  ordered  Toombs'  to 
charge  the  flank,  while  Archer,  supported  by  Branch  and  Ghregg, 
moved  upon  the  Aront  of  the  Federal  line.  The  enemy  made  a  brief 
reaiistaoee,  then  broke  and  retreated  in  confusion  towards  the  Antie- 
tam,  pHrsned  by  the  troops  of  Hill  and  Jones,  until  he  reached  the 
protection  of  the  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
•  In  this  attack,  the  brave  and  lamented  Brigadier  Oeneral  L.  O'B. 
Branch  waskiUed^  gallantly  leading  his  brigade. 

It  was  now  nearly  dark,  and  the  enemy  bad  massed  a  number  <tf 
batteries  to  eweep 'the  approaches  to  the  Antietam,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  which  the  corps  of  General  Porter,  which  had  not  been  en- 
gaged, now  appeared  {to  dispute  our  advance.  Our  tro<5ps  were  much 
exhausted  and  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  by  fatigue  and  the  casual* 
ties  of  battle.  Under -these  circumstances,  it  was  deemed  injudicious 
to  push  our  .advantage  farther,  in  the  face  of  fresh  'troops  of  the 
•enemy  much  exceeding  the  number  of  our  own.  They  were  accord- 
ingly recalled  and  formed  onthe  line  originally  held  by  General  Jones. 

While  the  attack  on  our  centre  was  progressing,  General  Jackson 
bad  been  directed  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  enemy's  right,  but  found  it 
extending  'nearlv«to  the  Potomac  and  so  strongly  defended  wifh  artil- 
lery that  the  atflbpt  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  repulse  on  the  right  ended  the  engagement,  and,  after  a  pro- 
tracted and  stegttinary  conflict,  every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  dislodge 
OS  from  our  position  had  been*  defeated  with  severe  loss.* 

The  arduous  service  in  which  our  troops  had  been  engaged,  their 
great  privations  of  rest  and  food,  and  the  long  marches,  without  shoes, 
oV^r  moTintain  roads,  had  greatly  reduced  our  ranks  Itefore  the  acticNti 
began.  These  causes  had  compelled  thousands  of  brave  men  to  absent 
themselves,  and  many  more  had  done  so  from  unworthy  motives. 
This  gre&t  battle  was  fought  by  less  than  forty  thousand  men  on  our 
side,  all  of  "whom  had  undergone  the  greatest  labors  and  hardships  in 
the  field  and  on*  the  march.  Nothing  could  surpass  the  determined 
valor  with  which  they  met  the  large  army  of  the  enemy,  fully  sup* 
plied  and  equipped,  and  the  result  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  l&d 
officers  and  men  engaged;  Our  ar(;^llery,' though  much  inferior  to 
that  of  the  enemy  in  the  number  of  guns  and  weight  of  metal,  ren* 
dered  most  efficiedt  and  gallant  service  throughout  the  day,  and: 
oontribated  gi^atly  to  the  repulse  of  the  attacks  on  every,  part. of  the:, 
Hme.     *  •  . 

General  Stuart,  with  th'e  cavalry  and  horse  artillery,  performed  the  * 
duty  entrueted  to  him,  of  guarding  our  left  wing,  with  great  energy 
and  courage,  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  defeating  the  attack 
on  that  po^rt  of  our  line; 

On'tbe  18th  we  occupied  the*position  ci  the  preeeding  day,  except 
in  the  eentre^  where  our  line  was  drawn  in  about  two  bundred  yards. 
Oor  ranks  were  increased  by  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  troops,  who 
had  not  been  engaged  the  day  before,  and,  though  still  too  we^k  tb 
assume  the  offensive,  we  awaited  without  apprehension  a  renewal  of 
the  attack. 

Jbi)  dty  pfuwed  withoiUpaay  desM^Bstration  on  the  part  of.  the  ene- 
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my,  ivho,  from  the  reports  received,  was  •  expecting  the  arrival  of 
reinforcements.  As  we  coald  not  look  for  a  material  increase  of 
strength,  and  the  enemy's  force  could  be  largely  and  rapidly  aug- 
mented, it  wag  not  thought  prudent  to  wait  until  he  should  be  ready 
again  to  offer  battle.  During  the  night  of  the  18th,  the  army  was 
accordingly  withdrawn  to  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac,  crossing 
near  Shepherdstown,  without  loss  or  molestation 

The  enemy  advanced  the  next  morning,  but  was  held  In  check  by 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee  with  his  cavalry,  who  covered  our  movement 
with  boldness  and  success.  General  Stuart,  with  the  main  body, 
crossed  the  Potomac  above  Shepherdstown  and  moved  up  the  river. 
The  next  day  he  recrossed  at  Williamsport,  and  took,  position  to 
operate  upon  the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  should  he  attempt  to 
follow  us.  '       *  •  *      •       ' 

After  the  drmy  had  safely  reached  the  Virginia  shore;  with  such  of 
the  wounded  as  could  be  removed  and  all  its  trains,  General  Porter^fi 
corps,  with  a  number  of  batteries  and  some  cavalry,  appeared  on  the 
opposite  side. 

.  General  Pendleton  was  left  to  gua^rd  the  ford  with  the  reserve  artil- 
lery and  about  six  hundred  infantry.  That  night  Ike  enemy  crossed 
the  river  above  General  Pendleton's  position,  and^is  infantry  sup- 
port giving  way,  four  of  bis  guns  were  taken.  A  considerable  force 
took  position  on  the  right  bank  undercover  of  their  artillery,  on  the 
commanding'hills  on  the  opposite  side.  The  next  morning  General 
A.  P.  Hill  was  ordered  to  return  with  his  division  and  dislodge  them. 
Advancing  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  the  three  brigades  of 
Gregg,  Pender,  and  Archer,  attacked  the  enemy  vigoi'ously  and  drove 
hint  over  tbe  river  with  heavy  loss.  ," 

The  condition  of  our  troops  now  demanded  repose,  ani^the  army 
marched  to  the  Opequan,  near  Martinsburg,  where  it  remained  several 
Jays,  and  then  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill. and  "Winchester. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  be  concentratitig  in  and  near  Harper's  Ferry, 
but  made  no  forward  movement.  During  this  tiine  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  was  destroyed  for  several  miles,  and  that  from  Winches- 
ter to  Harper's  Ferry  broken  up,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
latter  place,  in  order  to  render  the  occupation  of  the  Valley  by  the 
«nemy  after  our  withdrawal  more  difficult.  *  . 

On- the  18th  October,  (General  Stuart  was  ordered  *o  cross  the  Po- 
tomac above  Williamsport,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  cavalry, 
and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  position  and  designs  of  the  enemy.  He 
was  directed,  if  practicable,*  to  enter  Pennsylvania  and  xlo  all  in  bis 
power  to  impede  and  embarrass  the  military  operations  of  the  enemy, 
uliis  order  was  executed  with  skill,  address,,  and  courage.  General 
Stuart  passed  tihrough  Maryllind,  -  occupied  Chambersburg,  and 
destroyefd  a  large  amount  of  public  property,  making  the  entire  cir« 
xuit  of  Geneml  McClellan's.army,  he  recrossed  the  Potomac  below 
Harper's  Ferry  without  loss. 

The  enemy  soon  afterwards  crossed  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blno 
Bidge,  and  advanced  southward,  seizing  the  passes  of  the 
mountains  as  hi  progressed.    General  Jackson's  eorps  was  ordered 
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to  take  position  on  th^road  between  Berry ville  and  Gharlestown,  to 
be  prepared  to^  oppose  an  adrahce  from  Harper's  Ferry,  or  a  move- 
ment  into-the  Shenandoah  Valley  from  the  east  side  of  the  mountains, 
while  at  Uie  same  tim^  he  would  threaten  the  flank  of  the  enemy* 
shottid  'he  eontiaue  his  march  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  Blue 
Bidge.  One  division-  of  Longstreet's  corps  was  sent  to  the  vicinity 
of  Upperville  to  observe  the  ei^emy's  movements  in  front. 

A)K>nt  th*6  last  of  October,  the  Federal  army  began  to  incline  eastr 
wardly  from  the  mountains,  moving  in  the  direction  of  WarrentoUv 
As  soon  as  this  intention  developed  itself,  Longstreet's  corps  was 
moved  across  the  Bine  Ridge,  and,  about  the  Sd  of  November,  took  ' 
position  at  Culpeper  Court-House,  while  Jackson  advanced  one  of 
his^  divisions  to  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Bidge. 

The  enemy  gradually  concentrated  about  Warrenton,  his  cavalry 
being  thrown  forward  beyond  the  Rappahannock,  in  tke  direction  of 
'Culpeper  Gourt'House,  and  occasionally  skirmishing  with  our  own, 
which  was  closely  observing  his  movements. 

This  situation  of  affairs  continued  without  materiaLchange  until 
about  the  middle. of  November,  when  the  movements  began,  which 
resulted' in  the  winter  campaign  on  the  lower  Rappahannock. 

The  accompanying  return  of  the  Medical  Director  will  show  the 
extent  of  our  losses  in  the  engagements  nKentioned. 

The  reports  of.  the  different  commanding  officers  must  of  necessity* 
be  referred  to  for  the  details  of.  these  operations. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  names  of 
those  br^ve  officers  and  men,  who  are  particularly  mentioned  for 
courage  and  good  conduct  by  their  commanders.  .  The  limit  of  this 
report  will  not  permit  me  tp  do  more  than  rene^  the  expression  of 
*my  adpiirationvfoF  tiie  valor,  that  shrunk,  frem  no  peril,  and  the  forti- 
tude that  endured  every  jprivation  without  a  murmur. 

I  must  also  refer  to  the*  report  of  General  Stuart  for  the  particulars 
of  the  services  rendered  by  the  cavalry,  besides  those  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  lijs  vigilance,  activity,  and  courage  >  were  conspicuous  and 
to  its  assistance  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  of  some  of 
the  most  important  and  delicate  operations  of  the  campaign. 

Movements  on  the  Line  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  Battle  at 
^Fbedericksburg,  December  ISth^  1862. 

On  the  Idth  November,  it  was  kn,own  that  the  enemy  was  in  motion 
.towards  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  and  one  regiment  of 
infantry,  with  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  was  sent* to  reinforce  ^he  gar- 
rison at  Fredericksburg.  On  the  17th,  it  was  ascertained  that  Sum- 
ner's corps  had  marched  from  Oatlett's  Station,  in  the  direction  of  • 
.Falmouth,  and  ipformation  was  also  received  that,  on  the  15th,  some 
Federal  gunboats  and 'transports  had  entered  Acqi^a  creek.  This 
looked  as.  if  Fredeilcksburg  was  again  to  be  occupied,  and  Mcl^ws' 
and  Banaom'g  divisions,  accompanied  by  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  brigade  of 
cavalry  and  Lane's  battery,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  that  city. 
To  ascertain  mose  fully  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  General  Stuart 
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was  directed  to  qross  the  Baippalianiiock.     Oh  the  moming  of^the 
Idth,  he  forced  a  passage  at  Warrenton  Springs,  in  the  face  of  a  r«gt- 
ment  of  cayalry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  guarding  the  ferdy  and 
-reached  Warrenton  soon  after  the  last  of  the  enemy's  colnmn  had 
left.     The  information  he  obtained  confirmed  the  previous  reports, 
and  it  was  clear  that  the  whole  Federal  army,  under  Major  Generri 
Burnside,  was  moving  towards  Fredericjcsburg.  On  the  morning  of  the 
the  1 9th,  therefore,  the  remainder  of  Longstreet's  corps  wals  pat  in  mio- 
tion  for  that  point.    The  advance  of  General  Sainner  reached  Falmotith 
•on  the  afternoon  of  the  1 7th,  and  attempted  to  cross  the  Rappahannock, 
but  was  driven  back  by  Colonel  Ball,  with  the  fifteenth  Virginia  c»v- 
alry,  four  companies  of  Mississippi  infantry  and  Lewis'  light  battery. 
On  the  21st,  it  became  apparent  that  General  Burnside  was  conoen- 
trating  his  whole  army  on  the  north  side  of  the  Bappahanhx>ck.  On  €fae 
same  day,  Gon'l  Sumner  summoned  the  corporate  authorities  of  Fred- 
ericksburg to  surrender  the  place  by  five,  P.  M.,  and  threatened,  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  bombard  the  city  at  nine  o'clock,  next  morning.  The  weather 
had  been  tempestuousfor  two  days,  and  a  ttorm  was  raging  at  the  time 
of  the  summons.     It  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
threat  to  shell  the  city,  as  it  was  completely  exposed  to  the'batteries 
on  the  Stafford  hills,  which  were  beyond  our  reach.  The  city  authori- 
ties were  informed  that  while  our  forces  would  not  use  the  place  for 
'military  purposes,  its  occupation  by  the  enemy  would  be  resisted,  and 
directions  were  given  for  the  removal  of  the  women  and  children  as 
rapidly  as  possible.     The  threatened  bombardment  did  not  take  place; 
but  in  view  of  the  imminence  of  a  collision  between  the  two  armies 
thd  inhabitants  were  advised  to  leave  the  city,  and  almost  the  entire 
population,  without  a  murmur,  abandoned,  their  homes.     History  pre- 
sents no  instance  of  a  people  exhibitmg  a  purer  and  more  unselfish* 
patriotism,  or  a  higher  spirit  of  fortitude^  and  courage,  than  was 
•evinced  by  the  citizens  of  Fredericksburg.*   They  cheerfully  incurred 
great  hardships  and  privations,  and  surrendered  their  homes  and 
property  to  destruction  rather  than  yield  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemies  of  their  country.     General  Burnside  now  commenced  his 
preparations  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock  and  advance 
upon  Richmond.     When  his  army  first  began  to  move  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, General  Jackson,  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  crossed 
the  BUie  Ridge,  and  placed  his  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Orange  Court- 
House,  to  enable  him  more  promptly  to  %o-operato  with  Longstreet. 
About  the  26th  November,  ^e  was  directed  to  advance  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, and,  as  some  Federal  gunboats  had  appeared  in  the  river, 
-at  Port  Royal,  and  it  was  possible  that  an  attempt  might  be  made  to 
»€ross  in  that  vicinity,  D.  H.  Hill's  division  was  (tationed  near  that 
'^lace,  and  the  rest  of  Jackson's  corps  so  disposed,  as  to  support  Hill 
^or  Longstreet,  as  occasion  might  require.     The  fords  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock above*  Fredericksburg  were  closely  guarded  by  our  cavalry, 
and  the  brigade  of  General  W.^  H.  F.  Lee,  was  ^stationed  near  Port 
Rpyal  to  watch  the  river  above  and  below.     On  .  the  28th,  General 
Hampton,  guarding  the  upper  Rappahannock,  crossed  to  make  a  re- 
connoi&ance  on  the  en^ny's  right,  and,  proceeding  as  &r  as  Dumfriea 
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fl^Qtdroiw  and  a  number  of  wagons.  About  the  same  time,  somo  dis- 
*fiioitfi(e8  men  of  Beaie's  regiment,  Lee's  brigade,  crossed  in  boats 
'below  Pert  Royal,  to  observe  the  enemy's .  left,  and  took  a  number  of 
prisoners.  On  the  ath  December,  General  D.  H.  Hill,  with  some  ot 
his  field  guns,  assisted  by  .Maj6r  Pelham,  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery, 
attacked  the  gunboats*  at  Port  Royal,  and  caused  tbem.  to  retire. 
Wiik  these  exceptions,  no  important  movement  took  place,  but  it  bo- 
•«atire  evident  that  the  advance  of  the  enemy  would  not  be  long  delayed 
The  interval  was  employed  in  strengthening  our  lines,  extending  from 
•the  river  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Fredericksburg  £^long  the 
ranse  of  hills  in  the  rear  of  the  city  to  the  Richmond  railroad.  As 
these  hilla.were  commanded  by  the  opposite  heights,  in  posses  ion  of 
the  enemy,  earth  works  were  constructed  upon  their  crest,  at  the 
most  eligible  positions  for  artillery.  These  positions  were  judiciously 
•chosen  and  fortifie^d,  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier  General  'Pen- 
dleton, chief  of  artillery,  Cclonel,  Cabell,  of  McLiws'  division,  Col- 
'Onel  E.  P.  Alexander,  and  Captain  8.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  enginet>rB, 
To  prevent  gunboats  from  ascending  the  river*  a  battery,  pifotected  by 
'entisenchment6,^was  placedspn  the  bank,  about  four  miles  below  the 
city,  in  an  excellent  fposition,  selected  by  my  aid-de-camp,  M:)jor 
iFalcott.  '  Tbe  plain  of  Fredericksburg  i^  so  completely  commanded 
by  the  Stafford  heights,  that  no  effectal  opposition  could  be  made  to 
the  construction  of  bridges  or  the  passage  of  the  river,  without  ex- 
posing our  troops  to- the  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  batteries 
of  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time,  the  narrowness  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, its  winding  course  and  deep  bed,  prevented  opportunities  for 
laying  down  bridges  at  points  secure  from  the  fire  of  our  artillery. 
Our  position  was,  therefore,  selected  with  a  view  to  resist  the  enemj's 
•advance  after  crossing,  and  the  river  was  guarded  only  by  a  force 
sufficient  to  impede  his  movements  until  the  army  could  be  concen- 
trated.     ^  •      . 

Before  dawn,  on  the  Hth  December,  our  *signal  guns  announced 
that  the  enemy  was  in  motion.  About  two,  A  M.,  he  commenced 
preparations  to  threw  two  bridges  over   the  Rappahannock,  opposite 

*  Fredericksburg,  and  one  about  a  mile,  and  a  quarter  below,  near  the 
mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Two  regiments  of  Barksdale's  brigade,  McLaws' 
division,  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  Mississippi,  guarded  these 
potnti,  the  former  assisted  by  the -.eighth  Florida,  of  Anderson's 
divisioUy  being  at  the  upper.     The  rest  of  the  brig^vle,  with  the  third 

-G>jSorgia  regiment,  also  of  Anderson!s  division,  was  held  in  reserve  in 

•  die  city.  From  daybreak  until  four,  P.  M.,  the  troops,  sheltered  be- 
hind the  houses  on  the  river  bank,  repelled  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
«nemy  to  lay  his^ridges  opposite  the  town,  driving  back  his  working 
parties,  and  their  supports,  with  great  slaughter.  At  the  lower  point 
where  there  was  no  such  protection,  the  enemy  was«  successfully  re- 
sisted until  nearly  noon,  when,  being  greatly  exposed  tp  the  fire  oC  the 
batteries  on  the  opposite  height's,  and  a  superior  force  of  infantry  on 
the  river  banks^our  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  about  one,  P.  M., 
the  bridge  was  ^ompieted.     Soon^  afterwards  one  handred  and  fifty 
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piiecGS  of  ariillery  opened  a  furious  fire  upon  the  city,  MUiJng.^onr- 
troops  to  retire  from  the  river  bank,  about  four,  P.  M.  The  ^nemy 
tlien  crossed  in  boats^  and  proceeded  rapidly  to  lay  down  the  bridges. 
His  advance  into  the  town  was  bravely  resisted  until  dajk,  -when  our 
troops  were  recalled,  the  necessary  time  for  concentration  haying  been 
trained. 

During  the  night  and  the  succeeding  day,  the  enemy  crossed  in' 
large  numbers  at  and  below  the  town,  seijuced  from  material interrap* 
lion  by  a  dense  fog.  Our  artillery .  could  only  be  used  with  effect* 
T^hcn  the  occasional  Glearing  of  the  mist  rendered  his  columns  visible. 
His  batteries,  on  the  Stafford  heights,  fired  at  intervals  upon  our  poai- 
lion.  Longstrect's  corps  constituted  our  left,  with  Anderson's  division 
resting  upon  the  river,  and  those  of  McLaws,  f  ickett,  and  Hood  ex- 
tending to  the  right,  in  the-order  named.  Ransom's  division  sup^rted 
cae  batteries  on  Jlarye's  and  Willis'  hills,  at  the  foot  of  which  Cobb'd 
brigade,  of  McLaws'  division,  and  the  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
of  Ransom's  brigade,  were  stationed,  protected  by  a-stone-wall.  •  The 
immediate  care  of  this  point  was  committed  to  General  Ransom.  The 
Washington  Artillery,  under  Colonel  Walton,  occupied. the  redoubts- 
on  the  crest  of  Marye!s  hill,  and  those  on^he  heights  J;o  the  right  audi 
left,  were  held  by  part  of  the  reserve  artillery,^  Colonel  E.  P.  Alex- 
ander's battalion,  and  the  •division  batteries  of  Anderson,  ^Ransom^ 
and  McLaws.  A.  P.  Hill,  of  Jackson's  corps,  was  posted  between 
Hood's  right  and  Hamilton's  Crossing,  o;a  the  railroad.  His  front  line, 
c  onsisting  of  the  brigades  of  Pender,  Lane,  and  Archer,  occupied  tHe 
edge  of  a  wood.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  with  fourteen  pieces, 
of  artillery,  was  posted  near  the  right,  supported  by  the  fortieth  and 
-hirty-fifth  Virginia  regiments,,  of  Field's  brigade,  commanded  by 
!*olonel  B.rockenbrough.  Lane's  brigrJe,  thrown  forward  in  advance 
of  the  general  line,  held  the  woods,  which  here  projected  into  the  open 
ground..  Thomas'  brigade  was  stationed  behind  the  interval  between 
Lane  and  Pender,  and  Gr.egg's  in  rear  of  that,  between  Lane  and  Archer.. 
These  two  brigades,  ^  with  the  forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment  and 
uenty-second  Virginia  battalion,  of  Field's  brigade,  constituted 
(.Tcneral  Hill's  reserve.  Early's  and  Taliaferro's  divisions  composed  . 
Jackson's  second  line — D.  H.  Hill's  division  his  reserve.  His  artillery- 
was  distributed  alonjg  his.  line  in  the  most  eligible  positions  so  as  to 
command  the  open  ground  in  front.  General  Stuart,  with  two  brig- 
ades of  cavalry  and  hia  horse  artillery,  occupied  the  plain  on  Jact^on's 
right,  extending  to  Massaponax  creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  the  plain  on  which  the  Federal  army 
lay  was  still  enveloped  in  fog,  making  it  impossible  to  discern  its  ope-  * 
rations.  At»an  early  hour,  the  batteries  on  the  heights  of  Stafford 
began  to  play  upon  Longstreet's  position.  Shortly  after  nine,  A.  Mi, 
the  partial  rising  of  the  mist  disclosed  a  large  force  moving  in  line  of 
battle  against  Jackson.  Dense  masses  appeared  in  front  of  A.  P. 
Hill,  stretching  far  up  the  river,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg. 
A^  they  advanced,  Major  Pelham,  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  who  was 
stationed  near  tie  Port  Royia^l  road  with  one  section,  opened  a  rapid  and 
well  directed  enfilade  fire,  which  arreated  their,  progress.     Four  bat^ 
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terieyimaMidiatelj  ttnrBed  t^poir  him',  but  he  Sustained  their  heavy  fire* 
with  ^e  unflinching  courage  that  ever  distinguished  him.  *Upon  hia 
withdrawal,  the  enemy  extended  his  left  down  the  Port  Royal  road, 
and  his  nitmeroas  batteries  opened  with,  vigor  upon  Jackson's^  line. 
Eliciting  no  response,  his  in&ntry  moTved  forward  to  seiz^  the  position 
occupied  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker.  The  latter  reserving  his 
fire  until  their  line  had  approached  within  less  than  eight  hundred 
yards,  opened  upon  it  with*  such  destructive  effect  as  to  cause  it  to 
waver,  and  soon  to  retreat,  in  confusion. 

•About  one,  P.  M.,  the  main  attack  on  the  right  began  by  a  furious 
cannonade,  under  cover  of  which  three  compact  lines  of  infantry  ad- 
vanced against  Hill's  front.  They  were  received  as*  before  by  our 
b'cttteries,'  by  whose  fine  they  were  momentarily  checked,  but  soon  re- 
covcriif^,  they  pressed  forward,  until  coming  within  range  of  our 
infantry,  the  contest  became- fierce  and  bloody.  Archer  and  Lane 
repulsed  those  portions  of  the  line  immediately  in  front  of  them ;  but 
before  the  interval  between  these  commands  could  be  closed,  the  enemy 
pressed  through -in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  turned  the  left  of 
Archer  and  the  right  of  Lane.  Attacked  in  front  and  flank,.two  regi- 
ments of  the  former  and  th^  brigade  of  the  latter,  after  a  brave  and 
obstina'te  resistance,  gave  way.  Archer  held  his  line  with  the  first 
Tennessee,  and,  with  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  assisted  by  the  forty- 
seventh  Virginia  regimen^  and  the  twenty-second  Virginia  battalion, 
continued  the  struggle* until  the  arrival  of  reinforcements.  Thomas 
came  gallantly  to  the  relief  of  Lane,  and,  joined  by  the  seventh  and* 
part  of  the  eighteenth  North  Carolina,  of  that  brigade,  repulsed  tho, 
column  that  had  broken  Lane's  line,  and  drove  it  back  to  the  railroad. 
In  the  mearUtime,  a  large  force  had  penetrated  the  wood  as  far  as  Hill's 
reserve,  and  encountered  Gregg's  brigade.  The  attack  was  so  sudden 
and  unexpected  that  Orr's  rides,  mistaking  the  enemy  for  our  own 
troops  retiring,  were  thrown  into  confusion.  While  in  the  act -of  ral- 
lying them,  that  brave  soldier  and  true  patriot,  Brigadier  General 
Maxey  Gregg  fetl,  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  Hamilton,  upon  whom 
the  command  devolved,  with  the  four  remaining  regiments  of  the 
brigade  and  one  company  of  the  rifles,  met  the  enemy  firmly  and 
checked  his  further  progress.  The  second  line'was  advancing  to  the 
support  of  the  first.  Lawton's  brigade,  of  Early's  division,  under 
Colonel  Atkinson,  first  encountered  the  enemy,  quickly  followed  on 
the  right  iand  left  by  the  brigades  of  Trimble,  under  Colonel  Hoke, 
and  Early,  under  Colonel  Walker.  Taliiaferro's  division  moved  for- 
ward at  the  same  time  on  Early's  left,  and  his  right  regiment,  the 
second  Virginia,  belonging  to  Paxton's  brigade,  joined  in  .the  attack. 
,  The  contest  in  the  woods  was  short 'and  decisive.  The  'enemy  Was 
quickly  routed  and  driven  out  with  loss,  and,  though  largely  reinforced, 
he  was  forced  back,  and  pursued  to' the  shelter  of  the  railroad  embank- 
ment* Here  he  was  gallantly  charged  by  the  brigades  of  Hoke  and 
Atkmson,  and  driven  across  the  plain'  to  his  batteries.  Atkinson,  con- 
tinuing the  pursuit  too  far,  his  flank  became  exposed,  and,  at  the  same 
title,  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  was  directed  against  his 
front.     Its  ammun^ion  becoming  exhausted,  and  Colonel  Atkinson 
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being  neretelj^  and  Captain  Lawton,  sdjutont* -genera),  moftally 

mounded, 'the  brigade  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the  main  body^ 
now  occupying  our  original  line  of  battle,  with  detachments  tlyown 
forward  to  the  railroad.  The  attack  od  Hill's  left  was  repulsed  hy 
the  artillery  on  that  p%rt  of  the  line,  against  which  the  imemj  directed 
a  hot  fire  from  twenty-four  guns.  One  brigade  advanced  up  I>eep 
•run,  sheltered  by  its  banks  from  our  batteries,  but  was  charged  and 
put  to  flight  by  the  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  of  Pender's  brigade,  as* 

.  eisted  by  the  fifty-fourth  and  fifty-seventh  .North  Carolina,  of  Law's  • 
brigade.  Hood's  division.     The  repulse  of  the  enemy  jon  our  right' was 
decisive,  and  the  attack  was  not  renewed,  but  his  batteries  kept  up  an 
active  fire  at  in'lervals^  and  sharpshooters  skirmished  along  the  front 
during  the  rest  of  the  afternoon.     While  these- events  were  transpir- 
ing on  our  right,  the  enemy,  in  formidable  numbers,  made  repeated 
and  desperate  .assaults  upon  the  left  of  our  line.      About  eleven,  A. 
M.,  having  massed  his  troops,  under  cover  of  the  houses  of  Freder- 
icksburg, he  moved  forward  in  strong  cplumns  to  seize  Marye's  and  _ 
Willis'  hills.     General  Bansom  advanced  Cook's  brigade  to  the  top  of ' 
the  hilU  and  placed  his  own,  with  the  exception  of  the  twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina,  a  short  distance  in  ther^r.     All  the  batteries  on  the 

"  Stafford  heights  directed  their  fire  upon  the  positions  occupied  by  our 
artillery,  with  a  view  to  silence  it,  and  cover  the  movement  of  the 
infantry.  Without  replying  to  this  furious  cannonade,  our  batteries 
poured  a  rapid  and  destr.uctive  fire  into  the  dense  lines  of  the  enemy 
;m  they  advanced  to  the  attack,  frequently  breaking  their  ranks,  and 
forcing  them  to  retreat  to  the  shelter  of  the  bouses.  Six  times  diil 
the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  hovpc  caused  by  our  batteries,  press 
on  with  great  determiJSation,  to  within  one  hundred  yard$  of  the  foot 
of  the  hill;  but  here  oncountering  the  deadly  fire  of  our  infantry,  his 
columns  were  broken,  and  fled  in  confusion  to  the  town.  In  the  third 
assault,  the  brave  and  lamented  Brigadier  General  Thomas  B.  B.  Cobb 
fell  at  the  head  of  his  gallant  troops,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment 
Brigadier  General  Cook  was  .borne  from  the  field,  severely  wounded. 
Fearing  that  Cobb's  brigade  might  exhaust  its  ammunition.  General 
Longstreet  hadr  directed  General  Kershaw  to  take  two  regiments  to  its 
eupport.  Arriving  after  the  fall  of  General  Cobb,  he  assumed  com- 
mand, his  troops  taking  position  on  the  crest  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
'  hill,  to  which  point  General  Bansom  also  advanced  three  other  regi- 
ments. The  Washington  Artillery^  which  had  sustained  the  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  infantry  with  unshaken  steadiness,  and  contributed 
much  to  the  jrepulse  of  the  enemy,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition, 
was  relieved  about  four,  P.  M.,  by  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion.  Th^ 
latter  occupied  the  position  durihg  the  rest  of  the  •  engagement,  and 
by  its  well  directed  fire,  rendered  great  assistance  in  repelling  the 
assaults  made  in  the  afternoon,  ther  last  of  which  occurred  shortly 
before  dark.  This  effort  met  the  fate  of  those  that  preceded  it,  and 
when  night  closed  in,  the  shattered  masses  of  the  enemy  had  disap- 
peared in  the  town,  leaving  the  field  covered  with  dead  and  wounded. 
Anderson's  division  supported  the  batteries  on  Longstreet's  left^  afid 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4$ 

4 

thon^  not  engaged;  wts  exposed  thromgboiit  the  day  to  a  hot  artil- 
lery fiFe,:4rhieh  it  sostained  ^ith  steady-  courage. 

During  the  nighty  onr  lines  were  strengthened  by  the  construction 
of  earth  works  at  exposed  .points,  and  prjeparations  made  to  receive 
the  enemy  next  day.  The  14th^  however,  passed  without  a  renewal 
of  the  attack.  The  enemy's  batteries  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
played  upon<  our  lines  at  intervals,  our  ow^- firing  but  little.  The- 
sharpshooters  on  each  side  skirmished  occflbsionally  along  the  front, 

On  the  Idthy  the.  enemy  still  retained  his  position,  apparently 
ready  for  battle  ;  but  the  day  passed  as  the  preceding. 

The  attack  on  the  13th  had  been  so  easily  repulsed,  and  by  so 
small  a  part  oT  our  army,  that  it  was  not  supposed  the  enemy  would  limit 
his  efforts. to  one  attempt,  which,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  his 
preparaticms,  and  the  extent  of  bis  force,  seemed  to  be  comparatively 
insigniQeant.  Believing,  therefore,  that  he  ^ould  attack  u$,  it  was 
not  deemed  expedient  to  loee  the  advantages  of  oup  position,  and  ex- 
pose the  troops  to  the  fire  of  his  inaccessible  batteries  beyond  the 
river,  -by  advancing  against  him/  But  we  were  necessarily  ignorant ' 
of  the  extent  to  which  he  had  suffered,  and  only  became  aware  of  it, 
when,  t)n  the  morning  of  the  16th,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had 
availed^  "himself  of  the.  darkness  of  night,  and  the  prevalence  of  a 
violent  storm  of  wind  and-  rain,  to  recross  the  river.  The  town  was 
immediately  reoccupied,  ^nd  our  positions  on  the  river  bank  re* 
sumcid.  •      - . 

In  the  engagement,  more  than,  nine  hundred  prisoners,  and  nine 
thousand  stand  of' arms  were  taken.  A  large  quantity  of  ammuni<- 
tion  was  found  in  Frederieksbarg.  .  The«  extent  of  our  casualties  will 
appear  from  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Medical  Director. 

\V^  hav^  again ^0  deplore  the  loss  of  valuable  lives.  In  Brigadier 
Generals  Gregg  and  Cobb  flie  Confederacy  has  lost  two  of  its  noblest 
citizens,  and  the  army^  two  of  its  bravest  and  m^st  distinguished  of!i» 
cers.  The  country  consents  to  the  sacrifice  of  such  men  as  these, 
and  the  gallant  sbldiers  who  fell  with  them,  only  to  secure  the  inestima- 
ble blessing  they  died  to  obtun.  The  troops  displayed,  at  Fredericks- 
burg, in  a  high  degree,  the  spirit  and  courage  that"  distinguished  them 
thrpughout  the  campaign,  while  the  calmness  and  steadiness  with 
which  orders  were  obeyed,  and  manoeuvres  executed,  in  the  midst  of 
'battle,  evinced  the  discipline  of  a  veteran  army.  The  artillery  ren- 
dered efficient  service  on  every  part  of  the  field,  and  greatly  assisted 
in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy.  The  batteries  were .  exposed  to  an  unu- 
sually heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  whjph  officers  and  men 
^sustained  with  a  coolness  and  courage  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 
Those  on  our  right  being  without  defensive  works,  suffered  more  se- 
verely. •  • 

Among  those  who  fell  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  first  regi- 
ment Virginia  artillery,  who  was  mortally  wounded  yhile  bravely 
discharging  his  duty. 

To  the  vigilanee,  ^boldness  and  energy  'of  General  .Stuart  and  hi^ 
cavalry,  is  chiefly  due  the  early  and  valuable  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,.   His  reconnoissances  frequently  eiitended 
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within  the  F'ederal  lines,  resulting  in  skirmishes  and  engagemente. 
in  which  the  cavalry  was  greatly  distinguished.  In  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  the  cavalry  effectually  guarded  our  right,  annoying 
the  enemy  and  embarrassing  his  movement's,  by  hanging  on  his  flank 
and  attacking,  when  Opportunity  occurred.  The  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  relative  positions  of  the  armies  prevented  them  from  doing 
more.  • 

To  Generals  Longstreet  and  Jackson  gr^at  praise  is  due  for  the 
disposition  and  management'  of  their  respective  <;orps.  Their  quick 
perception  enabled  them  to  discover  the  projected.assaults  upon  their 
positions,  and  their  ready  skill  to  devise  the  best  means  to  resist 
them.  Besides  their  services  in  the  field,  which  every  battle  of  the 
campaign,  from  Richmond  to  Fredericksburg  has  served  to  illustrate, 
I  am  also  indebted  to  them  for  valuaWe  counsel,  both  as  regards  the 
general  operations  of  the  army,  and  the  execution  of  the  particular 
measures'adepted.*  • 

To  division  and  brigade  command^jrs,  I  must  also  express  my  thanks, 
for  the  prbmpt,  intelligent  and  determined  manner  in  which  they  ex- 
ecuted their  several  parts 
^^  To  the  officers  of  the  general  staff.  Brigadier  General.  R.  H.  Chil- 
•  ton,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  assisted  by  Major  Peyto%;  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Corley, chief  quartermaster;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cole, 
chief  commissary ;  surgeon  Guild,  medical. director,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  B.  G.  Baldwin,  'chief  (Jf  ordnance,  wero  pommitted  the  care 
of  their  respective  departments,  and  the  charge  of  supplying  the  de- 
mands upon  each.  They  were  always  in  the  field,.>nticipating  as  far 
as  possible,  the  wants  of  the4;roops. 

My  personal  staff  were  unremittingly  engaged  in  convbying  and 
bringing  information  from  all  parts  of  the  field.  •Colonel  Long  was 
particularly  useful  before  and  during  the  battle,  in  posting  and  secur- 
ing, the  artillery,  in  which  he  was-untiringly  aided  by  Captain  S.  R. 
Johnson,  of  the  provisional  engineers  ;  Majors  Talqott  and  V^nable, 
in  examining  the  ground  and  the  approaches  of  the  enemy ;  Majors 
Taylor  and  Marshall^  in*  communicating  orders  and  intelligence. 
I  have  the  hotior  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant,  * 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 
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TO 


GENERAL  LEE'S  REPORT 


Of  the  Operations  of  ike  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
1        • 


Headquarters  Arm*  Northern  Virginia, 
June  24,  1862, 
GENERAL  ORDERS  ?  * 

,    No.  76.  S 

I.  GeikeralJaeksen's  oommand- will  proceed  to-morrow  from  Ash- 
land towards  thB  Slash  Church,  and  encamp  ai  some  conyenient  point 
west  of  4the  Cental  railroad.  Branch's,  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's 
diYision,  will  also,  to-morrow  evening,  take  position  on  the  Ghicka- 
liominy,  near  Half  l^ink.  At  three  o'clock,  Thursday  morning,  26th 
instant,  General  Jacksfm  will  advance  on  the  road  leading  to  Pale 
Green  Church,  communicating  his  march  to  General  Branch,  who  will 
immediately  cross  the  Chickahomin J,  and  take  the  road  leading  to 
Mechanicsville.  As  soon  as  the  movements  of  these  columns  are  dis- 
eovjered.  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with  the  rest  of  his  division,  will  cross 
the  Chickahominy  near  Meadow  Bridge,  imd  move  direct  upon  Mechan- 
icsville. To  aid  his  advance,  the -heavy  batteries  on  the  Chickahominy 
willy  at  the  proper  time,  open. upon  the  batteries  at  Mechanicsville. 
The  enemy  being  driven  from  Mechanicsville,  and  the  passage  across 
the  bridge  opened,  General  -Lbngstreet,  with  his  division  ^nd  that  of 
General  i>.  H.  Hill^  will  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  or  near  that  point — 
General  D.  H:  Hill  moving  to  the  support  of  General  Jackson,  and 
General  Lengstreet  supporting  General  A.  P.  Hill— ^he  four  divis- 
ioYis  keeping  in  communication  with  each  other,  and  moving  in  echelon- 
on  separate  roads,  if  practicable ;  the 'left  division  in  advance,  with 
^Bkirmishers  and  sharpshooters  extending  in  their  front,  will  sweep 
down  the  Chickahominy  and  endeavor  ta  drive  *  the  enemy  from'  his 
position  above  New  Bridge,  General  Jackson>  bearing  well  to  his  left, 
taming  Beaver  Dam  Greek,  and  taking  the  direction  towards  Cold 
Harbor.  They  will  theji  press  forward  towards  York  River  railroad, 
closing  upon  the  enemy's  rear  and  forcing  him^down  the  Chicka- 
hominT.  Any  advance  of  the  enemy  towards  Bic^ond  will  be  pre- 
vented by  vigorously  following  his  rear,  and  crippling  and  arresting 
his  progress. 
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H.  The  diTisioQB  under  Geaerals  Eager  and.  Magrtkder;  Trill  hold 
theirpositione  in  front-of  the  enemy- against  attack,  and  make  such 
demonstrations,  Thursday,  as  to  discoTer  his  operations.  Should  op- 
portunity offer,  the-feint  will  be  converted  iifto'  a  real  attaok,  and 
should  an  abandonment  of  his  entrenchments  b^  the  enemy  be  dis- 
covered, he  will  be  closely  pursued. 

,  .  III.  The  third  Virginia  cavalry  will  observe  the  Charles  City  road. 
-The  fifth  Virginia,  the  first  North  Carolina,  and  tlje  Hampton  ^Legion 
cavalry  will  observe  the  Darbytpwn,  Varina,  and  Osborne  roads. 
Should  a  movement  of  the  enemy,  down  the  Ghickahominy,  be  dis- 
covered^  they  will  close  upon  his  flank,  and  endeavor  to  Arrest  bis 
march. 

IV.  General  Staart,  with  the  first,  fourth,  and  ninih  Virginia 
cavalry,  the  cavalry  of  Cobb's  Legiofc  and  the  Jeff  Davis  Legion,  will 
cross  the  Chickahominy,  to-morrow,  and  tajke  position  to  the  left  of 
General  Jackson's  line  of  march.  The  main  body  will  be  held  in 
reserve",  with  scouts  well  ^extended  to  the  front  and  left.  General 
Stuart  will  keep  General  Jackson  informed  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  on  his  loft,  and  will  co*>operate  with  him  in  his  advance.  The 
sixteenth  Virginia  cavalry.  Colonel  Davis,'  will  remain  on  the  Nine 
Mile  road.  '  •      . 

V.  General  Ransom's  bri^de,  of  General  Holmes'  command,  will 
be  placed  in  reserve  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  by  General  Huger,  to 
whom  he  will  report  for  orders.  ^  4 

VI.  Commanders  of  divisions  will  cause  their  commands  to  be  pro- 
vided with  three  days  cooked  rations.  The  necessary  ambulances  and 
ordnance  trains  will  be  ready  to  accompany  the  divisions,  and  receive 
orders  from  their  respective  commanders.  Officers  in  charge  of  all 
trains  will  invariably  remain  with  them.  Batteries  aud  wagons  will 
keep  on  the  right  of  the  road;  The  chief  engineer,  Major  Stevens, 
will  assign  engineer  officers  to  each  divisioii,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
make  provision  for  overcoming  all  difficulties- to  the  progress  of  the 
troops.  The  staff  departments  will  give  the  necessary  instruotiouB  to 
facilitate  the  movements  herein  directed. 

By  command  of  General  Lee, 


«         tf 

R.  H.  CHILTON. 

A.  A.  General. 

Official : 

. 

T,  M.  B^  Talcott, 

.  Major  and  Aidrde^Qimp. 

• 

HeADQCAItTEIt/  ArmT   NORTHERN"  YtRGnnA,  > 

Aagnst  19,  186S.  5 

SPECIAL  ORDER ) 
No.  185.     .5 

L  General  Longstreet's  conmand-,  conttitating  the  right  wing  of 
the  army,  will  crons  the  Bapidaa  at  Raccoon  ford,  and  move  in  the  di« 
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rection  of  Gulpep&r  Cottrt  Hovse.  General  Jackson's  bommand,  con* 
Btituting.  the*  left  wing,  will  cross  at  Snmmerville  ford,  and  move  in 
the  same  direction,  keeping  on  the  left  of  General  Longstreet.  Gcn- 
er^kl  Anderson's  division  will  cross  at  Sammerville  ford,  follow  the 
route  of  General  Jackson,  and  act  in  reserve.  The  battalion  of  light 
artillery,  ahder  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  will  take,  the  same  rente.  The 
cavalry,  under  General  Stnart,  will  cross  at  Morton's  ford,  pnrsne  the 
ro^te  by  Stevensburg  to  Rappahannock  Station,  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge,  cnt  the  enemy's  communications,  telegraph  line,  and,  operat- 
ing towards  Culpeper  Court  House,  wi(l  take  position  on  General 
Longstreet's  right 

II.  The  commanders  of  each  wing  will  designate  the  reserve  for 
their  commands.  Medical  and  ammunition  wagons  will  alone  follow 
the  troops  across  the  Bapidan.  The  baggage  and  supply  trains  wiU 
he  parked  under  their  respective  officers,  in  secure  positions  on  the 
south  side,  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  different  Toads. 

III.  Cooked  rations  for  three  days  will  be  carried  in  the  haversacke ' 
of  the  men,  and  provision  must  be  made  for  foraging,  the  animals. 

•  Straggling  from  the  ranks  is  strictly  prohibited,  and  commanders  will, 
make  arrangements  to  secure  and  punish  tlyp  offenders.   , 

lY.  The  movements  -herein  directed  will  commence  to-morrow,  ^Uth 
instant,  at  dawn.of  day.  * 

By  command. of  General- B.  E.  Lee.' 

A.  P.  MASON,  A.  A.  G. 
Official:  .        / 

Charlks  M^nsBALLy  Major  and  A.  D,  C/  ^ 


; ./..     [4.1 

HcADciUAaVE^s  Crenshaw's  f  ARM,. Auguilt' 19,  1862.  . 
Giener^l  J.  E.  B.  S^uart^  -    .. 

Comman4ing  cavalry:  .    '^  •  i 

General:  I  desireyOu  to  rest  your  men  to-day,  refresh  your  horses,  ' 
prepare  rations,  and  everything  forthe  march  to-morrOw.  Get  what  inl . 
formation  yon  can  of  fords,  roads  and  poeition  of  enemy,  so  that  your 
march  can  be  made  understandingly  and  with  vigoii  I  send  to  you 
Captain  Mason,  an  experienced  bridged  builder,  &c.,  whom  1  thibkwill 
be  able  to  aid. you  in  the  destruction  of  the  bridge,  &c.  When  that 
is  accomplished,  or  when  in  train  of  execution,  as  circumstances  per- 
mit, I  wish  you  to  operate  back  towards  Culpeper  Court  House,  creat- 
ing sn^h  confdsron  and  consternation  as  you  can,  without  unnecessa- 
rily exposing  your  men,  till  you  feel  Longstreet's  *right.  Take  posi- 
tion there  on  his  right,  and  hold  yourself  in  reserve,  and  act  as  cir- 
cumstances may  r^uire.  I  wislf  to  know  during  the  day  how  you 
proceed  in  your  preparations.  They  will  require  the  persoml  atten- 
tion of  all  your  officers.  The  last  reports  from  the  signal  s'tations 
yesterday  evening,  .w^re  fiiat  the  epemy  was  breaking' up  h|s  princi- 
pal encampments^  and  moving  in  direction  of  Culpeper  Court  House. 
V«ry  .resgeetfuUyy  Ac.'  • 

•  R.  H.  LEE,  OfTte-^l. 
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IB.] 

Headquarters,  19th  August,  1862,  4  a-4,  P;  M, 

General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,. 

Commanding  cwvatry ; 

GEif ERAL :  I  have  just  returned  from  Clarke's  mountain.  The  ^n- 
emy,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  is  retreating  on  the  road  to  Fredericks- 
burg. His  route  is  certainty  north  of  Stevensburg,  and  is  thought 
to  be  through  Brandy  Station,  over  the  Rappahannock,  by  Kelley's 
ford.  You  will,  therefore,  have  to  bear  well  to  your  right  after  cross- 
ing the  Rapidan,  unless  you  can  gdt  other  information.  I  propose  to 
start  the  troops  at  the  rising  of  the  moon  to-morrow  morning,  which 
will  give  the  men  and  horses  a  little  rest';  and  I  believe  we  shall  make 

.more  than  by  starting  at  night.  It  is  so  late  now,  that  they  could 
not  get  off  before.  The  order  for  to-morrow  you  will  consider  modi- 
fied as  above.  ^  If  you  can  get  information  of  the  route  of  the  enemy, 

►  you  will  endeavor  to  cut  him*  oflF,  otherwise,  make,  for  Kelly's   ford  ' 
over  the  Rappahannock.  ^  Send  back  all  information  vou  can  gather. 
I  shall  cross  at  Summerville  ford,  and  follow  in  the  route  of*  the 
troops  towards  Brandy  Statioi\.     If  you  can  get  off  earlier  than  the 
time  I  have  appointed,  to  advantage,  do  so. 

«     Yerj  respectfully,  &c., .  * 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 


•  \     :  : 
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LIST  OF  GASJfALTIES  at  Cedar  Run  Mountain,  August  9,  1862. 


Kbgivivt. 


M  Virrffni^ ." 

<  b  Vtrg'UiA , 

j.'i  Vir#f'Oi».: »^.... 

Z:k   Virginia ^ 

l.-i   Vir^iiii* i... 

B-:'»Tie» .• 

!i-r  ViiyiDla 

4.  i  Virginia...  ' 

4*  h    VirifioiA, , 

it.  Vtfvtaim  baltalioa , 

:  h   Virroia 

:.'i  Virginia , 

:  n   ^IripBia 

47  c  Alabama , 

^•••■•i  Alabama.. , 

^  i  i/HQUiana....  .^. , 

L^  ii  LaQ'siaaa '.. 

i '  J  Lau*iaBa 

l^  "i  '»«i*i«iia -'bA. 

:«   Laaiftiaaa .'. 

B    -7*fc«  artalk*nr 

T.5   V'lriiiua  eavaliT 

i: . ti    ViKlBia  bat^ion .' 

U  o   Aftonwrn,  ohiaf  of  artillery 

la    VfT^inia 

^  tj    Vkrilela. 

•:«•-    VtrgisU •./. 

I.   i  Tirsriaia , 

i'ib    Vinaaia......,- .... 

i_  h   G^orna... 

S*-'    2«ort&  CaroUna ^ «. 

'-t- S   AHb&ma... , 

3  u   NuTth    Caroana , 

Tir  Xonli  Carols na. 

tr-  K  >;orth  I'aroltna.: 

r    .  North   Caroiina 

>   .  5orth  C.-.roUna 

I--  r  ^zmec««ci 

"•  .  Tf-isaewee , 

1*.'    TeoocaiMie 

«     ^Ubasaa  tattaHon 

j;t  G«crvia 

<"*    «j*orjr!a  , 

<*^    ii»or^ J..., 

14      Oeorsia .. 

J^  ♦Vir«iBia...-* r ;.... 

4*«  -   Vlnnnia 

'^  :  Viri^aia  batUJloo 

P^-"re6'»  battery 


Bbigadi. 


Winder's. 


Jono»', 


Tal'mferro'a, 


4» 

Starkb's, 


Ashcy^t. 


Karty'a. 

<t 

«i 
II 

•rrimW€»». 

u 
*l 

tt 
.      'S 

CI 

u 

4ircher'«. 
It 
II 

Tkoman'. 


PirifiioH. 


5aok«on'a. 


Swell's. 


iu 


A.    P.    Hitr*. 


Killed. 


WOCIDBD. 


37 
36 
18 

"i 

3 

12 
12 
12 

2 

"i 

1 


'J 

2 
%    1 

4 
4 
3 
1 
4 
7 
•  9 
4 


7 
6 
90 

ii 

3 

86 
71 


Total. 


9 
S3 

3 
16 

3 
122 
107 


10  * 

10 

87 

43 

16 

18 

76 

88 

76 

88 

61 

73 

5 

6 

4 

• 

5 

7 

2 

S 

3 

4 

9 

19 

'2 

2 

10  • 

16 

2 

a 

1 

> 

32 

34 

24 

2S 

17 

20 

10 

13 

28 

30 

33 

40 

2 

2 

3 

/  8 

30 

36 

1 

2 

26   ♦ 

29 

13 

15 

13 

11 

20 

24 

30 

34 

3t 

84 

8 

0 

27 

SI 

41 

48 

41 

*  28 

24 

2 

2 

4 

4 

..  ■ 

7 

12 

14 

Ttilal. 


229' 


1,0*7'- 


1,276 


Offidal  copy  of  report  of  Medical  Director  Gaild.        * . 

CHARLES  MARSHAEL, 
4  Major  and  A.  ^D.  C, 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  various  minor  engagements  at  or  near 
Manassas^  and' elsewhere,  1863. 


'  U^piraont. 


£v»D8*, 


Hood's, 
Roberttou'0, 


•   " 


Holcomb  Legion . . . 

17th  8.  O 

18th  8.  O 

22<i8.  C 

WMHh.  Artillery.... 

tth  TexHS 

AahbyArlflleiy.... 
•th  Vk.  CuvhI  ry , . . . 
7ih  Vft.  Cavalry.... 
12th   Vo    Cavalry.. 

31  Vh.  Cavalry 

Olh  Vii.  C..v.«Jry.. . 
12ib  Va.  CHvalry... 
•th  Vii.  Cavalry'... 
«oh  Va,  CavMlry.... 

2d  Vft,  Cavalrv 

12ch  Va.  Cava'irv... 
17th  V*».  Civulry... 

ad  Va.  Cavalry... '.. 

MY«.  Cavalry 

12*h  Va.  Civalry... 

2d  Va.  Cavalry | 

1b*,  2d  and  5tlt  Cav.i  Fitz  Le«*«, 

4lh  Va  Caviilrv i  " 

Iftth  and  0th  Va.  C.  ■  W.  II.  F.  Let 
Harvys  Artillery.. i  '• 

I  Htimp!  oil's, 


Br{g;ade. 


Division. 


Killed. 


Loi.g«trQ«VB 


Btuart's, 


52 


denuded. 


Total. 


25 
3 
22 
30 
14 
10 


8 
2 
• 
0 

82 


2fB 


32 

4 

26 
27 
22 
10 
1 
5 
0 
.1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
4 
1 


271 


Ntro^  and  Bate  of  Ku- 
gagenent. 


Uappahannook,  Auk    23. 


Freeman's  Fovd,  Atifr.  23 
Rappahannock,  Auir.  21. 
Brandy  Stiition,  A  eg.  20. 


Fauqalor  Springs,  'Aug.  23 

It  It 

Catletft  Stntion,  Aii^r.  23. 
Waterloo  Bridge,  A  ujf  25. 
Bristoe  Station,  Ansr.  28. 
8adl»y  Millsf  An\c.  28. 
Bull  Kun,  Aug.  31. 
)  tfannoeafi,  Aug.  SO. 
}  Lee8l)nrir,  Va  ,  Sciit.  2. 
S  l'oiiIesvllle,Md.,bfi>t  8. 
(  Jeftefeon,  lid  ,  ecpt.  13. 
PoolosviJle,  Md.,  Sept.  8. 
Crampton  Gap.  Sept.  14.* 
Ill  a  raid  in  Decern l»er. 
Frederic kabttrg,  Dec. 


In  vftriouftorgsgcracTi!^  * 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  at  Manassas  Plains,  in  August,  1862. 


*     Regiment.  ^ 

*           • 

Brigade. 

Division 

Pickett's, 

it 
"11 
II 
ii 
II 

41 
II 

n 

II 

II 
tl 

McLftwa», 

II 
II 

II 
(1 
*• 

II 

IC 

^iiu:d. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

lit  VfriiiiiH "..     !.         ........ 

Kemper's, 

14 
•C 
It 

Pickett's  (old) 

II 
;i 

J  en  kin's! 
It         ' 
II 

Drayton's, 
'  AntJerfon'B, 

•  (t 

II 

it 

Toombs', 

it 

tt 

Wofford's, 
»i 
1. 

4 

6 
8 

U 
9 

18 

22 

53 

85 

67 

54 

52 

22 

33 

Vi 
102 

52 

64 

49 

37 

.      18 

9 

64 
116 

101).-   .  ' 
178 

77 

48 

51     • 

82 
113 
114 

63 

18 

26 

7th    Virt'irna 

17tfi  VI Vir\  nja. . . , , ..•••• 

24th  VirKinm...? .....' 

11th  ViruirilJi 

59 

-        ■  38 

78 

63 

28ih  VirtflnUi ..'. 

8fh  Virulni.?      ....e...f 

18'h  VifKlnia     .  k..: 

64 

^2 

3 

is    '" 

16 
80 

9 
•  2 

8 

S6 

6Gih  VlrK^nlfe 

12 

6tL  South  Carolina 

•116. 

Falmetto  ShnrpflhooterH 

68 

Ist  Ponth  CHrolIni 

*     124 

tnd  fioiith  OHrolliia  . ...  .* 

68 

6th  8ont^  Ciiroliua 

16th  South  Carolina. ..    .a. 

61sl  G»'0'Ki'i :..^ 

8tn  -(Tt'oririi * 

ttih  Gt'orjfia. ...    .^ 

89 
21 

g 

8 
13 
20 
2» 
27 
0 
2 
10 
19 
19 
11 
10 

128 

7lh  {ivor^t\^.^m ' , * . 

nth  Gonr-rfia 

1*1  G.orji.l .•... 

15th  G^ofKiA. . .  1 

120 

193 

•      14 

■1 

lo2 

2d  Gf Driflrt 

17lh  G»6rKi:i." 

90th  Geor«i:i 

18th  Oeorjclii..,.                 «        .   } 

13.3 

Ham pion  Legion 

'/4 

Ist  Texas ^ 

28 

Carried  forward 
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MANASSAS^Cmtimed. 


ResfneBt. 

l       Brigado.      • 

Division. 

Killed. 

Wonnded. 

Total. 

1 

285 
15 
22 

18 

4 

1 

12 
9 
•8 
8 

10. 

'    13 

2 

5 

l.T'J5 
224 . 
77 
45- 

i>5 

■     81) 

71 

4? 

60 
47. 
34 
61 
i'lO 
29 
22 

« 
.  9 

8 
44 
131 

\& 

» 
73 
7.S 
91 
Z\ 
81 

2 
19 

9 
20 
f4 

'n 

13 

:m» 

.     25 

86 
5.* 
47 
Si 
71 

19 
ST 
V 
♦i8 
101 
t.2 
4H 
40 

1- 

14 

bX 
13 

60          ' 

.  "l       ! 

57    •      i 

%■ 

.1:9 

7 
r,8 

46 

72 

2,010 

;'  T^iw 

,      \V»«tror.-.'., 
I^awft*, 

Hood's, 

II 
11 

4 

2:^9 

-1  Trjia, -..»..• .,.. 

99 

i  *:  3ifl^«!Mlppi 

:  <.«»ippi  ^ 

'.    Sr-rih  Carolina. 

f9 

.*        97 

77 

■^i  \  n^etoo  ArCiil^y 

1"     . 

*     vsr^iatm^ T. *.. 

V  r^oift.. ...... . 

u 
,    Wright's, 

Anderaon'f, 
II 

11 
(t 
II 
(1 

u 

« 

61     • 
69 

Mrginia 

.'   Vryinia ^ - 

••     trec'ifia. 

-.  «i--or'^% 

i    ;  -nr:». 

*    M  vrgU 

i)6 
42 
61 
63 
i.1 

27.   • 
6 

'i  V  np nift 

6 

3 

.    3 

24 

27 
27 
18 

14 
11 

V    Ajbama ^ 

r-n';*Le^an 

'^''kVaiiBv'" 

47 

113 

-    -^  -th  0:*riTiin« 

149 

■'' -  "^  oth  Conyiaa....  • 

179 

-  -  lUnalion  Artillerv 

6 

.   Vrti:.ia*. 

•  ViFff^n.a , 

'  Vipgnla 

-T  »  Vtrmniit 

Wioaer'a, 

u 
(1 
'  Jonea' 

u 
It 
t: 
TallafefroB, 
II 

•1 

it 

Starke's, 

u 
li 

"         i 

Liwfon'si, 

II 

II       t 
II 
II 
nay*», 

(1 

It 

II 
II 

Trimble's, 
II 

Pender*8, 
1. 

41 

Field's,* 
•t 

Branch's, 
it 
11 

Jurkson's, 

»i 
If 

II 

II 

•          II 

•1         •' 

II 

11 

II 

II 
« 

»i 
Kuel.'B, 

II 
II 
u 
i( 

" 

II 

II 
II 

A.P.HlU'i*, 

It 
II 
II 

11 

u 
II 

•« 

1* 
11 

'\ 

24 

3     . 
8 
.      4 

8 
»• 

1 

7 

•       97     . 

105 

'».   V'.r,rDi-» 

:.   '.'T-.rm 

:•  V  ^iiiaia  Bft^ialioo * . 

•^   r^»?a 

^'      V.^^n:a..,.. 

>-    \  reiria 

VrriniJi 

'•  VnrBia >.: 

'"'  Virmnla^....  *.. 

4 

22 
12 
24 
62 
32 
14 
41 

!■     A'Abuaa 

S2 

50 

2 
11 

22 

37 

6        \ 

11 
7 

6 

1 
5 

8 
111 

.v'.   I  ^niaiaoa. ... .   .......   , 

G4     • 

•     V  n«*<ioa.,. 

f.I 

1'      l-*-i-;iiQa ,  .... 

■-    .0 .  *:ana 

N       e* 

*  'r-lTp-i 

:>'    f^.-nr^ 

.••    '-nriv  ..  ' 

'     'rrjorya 

•'  't  oTgia 

•  •»-.»^a 

•'  L  i!«-aaa 

34 

•J3 
•    9 

-8 
124 

44 

74 

rr> 

05 

f.3    » 
4<3 

•.  ■;^  Vir^fjnia ^. 

'  •   V-nfiji.x 

>>  -   Wsclaia .'...;..'. 

♦•  .  VtTg'r.ja 

29 
.    25 
•      15 

1 

10 
4 

;3S  • 
.24 
il 

2       . 

6 

S 

2 
.3 
8     .• 

•      15 

-    Vrrsfoia ,, 

61 

•  ^  Vlnrinia 

.-••  Giorfia 

'-      :>vrtd  Carotina t    ....'. 

-'•'■  Alal-aaja.. 

•       .  17 
I8i' 
84 
112 

-■  »j»o.-tfia        

ft 

-    .V.  rxh^  Caroihui 

Ci?. 

•     >'>nh  Carol ina. 

il'l 

'    24      . 
25 

"trzinia 

''     V  -jinia  ..             

32       • 
29 

—  '  .-  z  da  Battalion, 

22    ." 

•  *.'  tit ^ w 

"■    ••'.  Tih  O-iroMna 

4 
1 
6 
5* 
9 
1 

12 
8-* 

*'  >'.  rh  Carolina 

-•  -  ^onh  Carolina 

44        • 

&0      •   . 

I'-i  North  t'aro'iDa 

81         • 

**  .  X  »nb  Carolina 

12  '     . 

Carried  forward 

• 
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5.887 

6,373 
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MANASSAS— Continued. 


Reglil^nt. 


BHgod«. 


Greffg**, 


Ha; 


T' 


Broii{;ht  forward 

1st  South  Carolina 

ISth  South  Ofttoltoa. 

Ufeh  South  Carolina 

6th  LouiaiaiiA ' 

Olh  Ix>ui«1aiia ^. 

7th  Louisiana ....  " 

19th  Georgia i     Thomas*, 

lAh  Georgia '. " 

85th  Georgia I  " 

45th  Georgia , *.:  •* 

49th  Georgia I  *• 

7tb  Toonoflsee ArcherV, 

14tb  Tennessee •' 

6th  Alabama  Battaltoo. 

1st  Tennessee 


Division.  EiUed. 


A.  P.  Hill's, 


KweU's, 


k:  p.  nUPs, 


986 

14 

19 

1 

7 

17 

1 

1 

6 

8 

.     7 

•  12 

3 
2 
4 


1,090 


Wounded. 


6,887 
174 
117 
40 
IS 
86 
21 


62 

n5 

66 
24 
46 
17 
63 


'    6,164 


Total* 


6,373 
ISS 
136 
41 
20 
63 
22 
29 
62 
70 
42 
68 
» 

67 


),244 


>  f 


•       * 
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RECAPITULATION^  of  the  Casualties  in  the  First  and  tkcond 
(hrpSy  Army  of 'Northern'  Vitginiay  in  the  Battle  of  F^dericks^ 
burg,  December,  \66i. 


Corps. 

DiYision. 

Killed. 

• 

Wounded. 

Total 

FlTBt, ». 

Anderson's, 
Pickett's, 
Ransom's, 
Hood's, 
McLaws', 

Washington  Artillery, 
Stuart's  cavalrr, 
A.  P.  Hill's,    '      . 
D.  H.  Hill's, 
Ewell's, 
Taliaferro's, 

16 

87" 

46 

463 

294 

,     .    464 

22 

18 

1,408 

14(5 

633 

167 

108 

46 

Second,*.  •■••..*■  s •• 

^' 45"V 

49 

17 

3 

26 

*86 

6 

608 

348 

481 

25 

18 

1,619 

J72 

719 

172 

• 

468 

.  8,748 

4,201 

H' 
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BIT TLeS  OF  PORT  REPtlBLII!  AND  CROSS-IBf  S. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON. 


IIeadquarters  Second  Army  Coftps,  A.  N.  Va.,  > 

April  '\4th,'  r86S.  5 

Brigadier  General  R,  H.  CiiiLXON,  A.  A.  and  L  G., 

HcadqyLarters  Department  Nortkem  Va^ ; 

Genkral  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  battle  of  Port  -Republic,  fought  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  JTunc, 
1862.  .     •  •  •  •       ' 

Having,,  through  thcf  blessing  of  an  ever  kind  Providence,  passed 
Stras))urg  bbfore-th.e  Federal  armies,  under  Generals  Shields  and  Fre- 
mont, effeoted-rtie  contemplated  junction  in  my  rear,%3  referred  to  in 
the  report  t)f  the  battle  of  Winchester,  I  continued  to  move  up*.tht5 
Valley  turnpike,  leaving  Strasbifrg  on  the  eveniag  of  tte  lat  of 
June.  The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier  General' George^H.  Stewart, 
brought  up  the  rear. '"  Fremont's  advance,  which  had  been  near  us 
during  the  day,  soon  ascertained  that  our  rert*eat  had  been  rcBumeU, 
and,  pursuing  after'dark,  succeeded,  by  replying,  when  challenged, 
^Ashby's  cavalry,"  in  approaching  so  near  our  rear  guar* as  to  attack 
it.  The  sixth  Virginia  cavalr/,  being ^earest  to  the  enemy,  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  suffered  some  loss.  Disorder  was  alao  to 
some  extent^ommunicated  to  the  •  second  Virginia  cavalry,  but  its 
commander,  Colonel  Munford,  soon  reformed  it,  and  gallantly  droVe 
back  the  Federals  and  captured  some  of  their  number; 

From  information  received  respecting  Shields'  movements,  and 
from  the  fact  .that  he  had  been  in  possession  of  Front  Royal  for  over 
forty-eight  hours,  and  had  hot  Acceeded^in  effecting  a  junction  with 
Fremont,  as  originally  designeo,  I  •became  apprehensive  that  he' was 
inoving  via  Luray,  for  the  purpose  of 'reaching  New  Market,  on^tny 
line  of  retreat,  before  my  coinmand  'should  arrive^there.  To  avoid 
such  a  result,  I  caused  White  House  bridge,  which  was  upon  his  as- 
sumed line  of  march,  over  the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  river  to 
New  Market,  to  be  burnt;  and  also  Coltimbia  bridge,  which  was  a 
few  miles  further  up  the*  river.  On  the  2d  of  June,  the  enemy^s  lid- 
trance  came  within  arAU^ry  range  of;  tfdd-  commeaced  abelllDg  our 
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rear  guard,  vMch  caused  most  of  the  cavalry,  ancl  that  part  of  \ti 
artillery  nearest  the  e&emy,  to  retreat  in  disorder.  This  led  General 
Ashby  to  one  of  those  acts  of  personal  heroism  and  prom^reeource 
which  strikingly  marked  hi:^  character.  Dismounting  fromhiTlioree,  he 
coUeyted  from*  the  road  a  small  body  of  infantry  from  those  who,  from 
fatigae,  were  straggling  behind  their  commands,  and  posting  them  in 
a  piece  of  wood  near  the  tnmpike,  he  awaited  the  advanpp  of  the  Fed- 
eral cavalry,  now  pushing  forward  to  reap  the  'fruits  of  the  panic  pro- 
duced by  the  shells.  As  they  approached  within  easy  range,  he 
poured  such  an  effective  fire  into  their  ranks  as  to  empty  a  number  of 
saddles  and  cheek  their  further  pursuit  for  that  day.  Having  trans- 
ferred the  second  and  «ixth  Virginia  cavalry  to  Ashby,  he  was  placed 
in  command*  of  the  near  guard.  On  the  Sd,  after  my  command  had 
crossed  the  bridge. over  the  Shenahdoah,  near  Mount  Jackson,  General 
Ashby  waa  ordered  to  destroy  it,  which  he  barely  succeeded  ii^ ac- 
complishing before  the  Federal  forces  reached  the^  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  Here  his  horse  was  killed  by  the  enemy,  and  ho  made  a 
very  narrow  escape  wi^h  his  life. 

We  reached  Harrisonburg  ai  an  'early  hour  on  the'morning  of  the 
5th,  and,  passing  beyond  that  town,  turned  towards  the  east  in^the  di- 
rection of  Port  llepuUic.  On  the  6th,  General  Ashby  took  position 
on  the  road  between  Harrisonburg  and  Port  Bepublic,  and  received  a 
tf^irited  charge  from  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  resulted 
in  the. repulse  of  the  enemy,  add  the  capture  of  Colonel  AVyndham 
and  sixty-three  others.   ■  .   "  , 

Apprehending  that  the  Federals  would  make  a  more  serious  attack, 
Ashby  calted  foT  an  infantry  support.  The  brigade,  of  General  Geo. 
fl.  Stewart  was  aecordihgly  ordered  forward.  In  a  short  time  t^e 
fifty^eighth  Virginia  regiment  became  engaged  with  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment  ealM  the  Bucktails,  when  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  first 
Maryland  regiment,  coining  up  in  .the  hottest  period  of  the  fire, 
charged  gallantly  into  its  flank  and  drove  the  enemy,  with  heavy  loss, 
from'the  field,  capturing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kane,  commanding.  In 
this  skinAiah  our  infantry  loss  was  seventeen  (17)  killed,  fifty  (5i)) 
wounded^  and  three  missing.  In  thift  affair  General  Turner  Ashby 
was  kille4.  An  official  report  is  not  an  appropriate  place  for  more* 
than  a  passing  notice  of  the  distinguished  dead  ;  but  the  close  relar 
tion*which  General  Ashby  bore  to  my.  command  for  most  of  the  pre- 
vious twelve  months,  will  justify  me  in  saying  that  as  a'partiaan  offi- 
cer I  never  knew  his  superior.  His  daring  was  proverbial;  his 
.powers  of  endurance  almost  incredible ;  his  tone  of  character  heroic,  * 
and  his  sagacity  almost  intuitive  in  diTining  the  purposes  and 
%novementa  of  the  enemy  1       •  •  ^,* 

The  main  body  of  my  command  had  now  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Port  Republic.  The  village  is  situated  in  the  angle  formed  by  the 
junction  of  tl^  North  and  South  rivers,  tributaries  of  the  south  fork 
of  the  Shenandoah.  Over  the  larger  and  deeper  of  those  two  streams;  ' 
the  North  river ,vthbFe  was  a  wooden  bridge,  connecting  the  town  with 
the  road  leading  to  Harrisonburg.  Over  the  South  river  *there.waa 
a  passable  ford.    The  troopa  more  umlediatelyander  wy  own  eyt 
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w«re  encftmped  09  the  high  gronnd  nt)rdi.of  thd'  villi§a»  »Vo«i  a  mile 
from  the  river.  General  Eweli  was  gome  foar  miles  distant,  near  tko 
road  leading  from  Ilarrisonbarg  to  Cart  Repablio.  Gkneral  Fremoufe 
had  arrivft  with  his  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrisonburg,  and  Gen- 
eral Shields  was  moving  up  the  east  side  of  the  south  fork  of  the 
Shenandoah,.,  and  was  then  at  Goiy^ad^s  store,  some  fifteen  miles  be- 
low Port^  Republic,  my  position  being  about  equi-distant  from  both 
hostile  armies.  To  prbvent  a  junction  of  the  two  Federal  armies,  I 
had  oau^d  jtlfe  bridge  over  the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  at  Con- 
rad's store  to  be  destroyed.  Intelligence  having  been  xeceived  that 
Gen.  Shields  was  advancing  further  up  the  river,  Captain  Sipe,  with  a 
small  cavalry  force,  was  sent  down  during  the  night  of  the  7th  to 
verify  the  report  and  gain  such  other  information  respecting  the 
ene^ky  as  he  could.  Captain  G.  W.  Myers,  of  the  cavalry,  was  sub- 
eequently  directed  to  move  with  his  company  in  the  same  direction 
for  tne  purpose  of  supporting  Captain  Sipe,  if  necessary.  The  next 
morning  Captain  Myers'  company  came  rushing  back  in  disgracefiU 
disorder,  announcing  thtft  the  Federal  forces  were  in  close  pursuits 
Captain  Chipley  and  his  company* of  cavalry,  which  was  in  town,  also 
shamefully  fled.  The  brigades,  of  Generals  Taliaferro  and  Winder 
were  soon  under  arms,  and  ordered  to  occupy  positions  immediately 
north  of  the  bridge.  By  this  time  the  Federal  cavalry,  accompanied 
by  artillery,  were  in  sight,  and,  aher  directing  a  few  shots  towards  the 
bridge,  they  crossed  South  river,  and  dashing  into  the  village,  planted 
one  of  their  pieces  at  the '  southern  entrance  of  the  bridge.  In  the 
meantime  the  batteries  of  Wooding^  Poague  and  Carpenter  Were  being 
placed  in  position,  and  Genial  Taliaferro's  brigade  having  reached 
the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  was  ordered  to  charge  across,  capture  the 
pi^ce,  and  occupy  the  town.  Whilst  one  of  Poague's  pieces  wa»  re« 
^  turning  the  fire  of  that  of  the  enemy  at  the  far  end  of  the  bridge,  tbo 
thirty -seventh  Virginia  regiment,  Colonel  Fulkerson,  after  delivering 
its  fire,  gallantly  Charged  over  the  bridge,  captured  the  gnn,'and  fol- 
lowed by  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  entered  the  town,*  and 
dispersed  and  drove  back  the  Federal  cavalry.  Another  piece  of  ar- 
tillery,  with  which  the  Federals  had  advanced,  was  abandoned  and  sub* 
aequently  fell  into  our  hands.        .  ,  '  - 

About  this  time,  a  considerable  body  of  iniEantry  waaseen  adfvancing  ' 

^up  the  same  road.     Our  batteries  opened  with  marked  effect  upon  the 

retreating  cavalry  and  advancing  infantry.     In<a  short  time  the  in- 

':fantry  followed  the  cavalry,  falling  back  to  Lewis',  three  miles  down 

Uhe  river,  pursued  for  a  mile  by  our  batteries  on  the  opposite  bank^ 

when  the  enemy  disappeareS  in  the  wood  around  a  bend  in  the  road. 

This  attack  of  Genial  Shields  had  hardly  been  repulsed,  before  Ewelto 

'«was^serioutfly  engaged  with  Fremont,  moving  on  the  opposite  side  of 

.tl)e  river.     The  enemy  pushed  forward  driving  in  the  fifteenth  Ala- 

bamrt,  Colonei  Canty,  from  their  .post  on  picket.     This  regiment  made 

« }k  gdllant  resi&({anee,  which  so  far  checked  the  Federal  advance  as  to 

aSord  to  General  Ewell  time  for  the  choice  of  hia  ptmUkm  at  leisure. 

His  ground  was  well  selected^  on  a  oommMiding  ridge,  a  rivulet  and 

large  field  of-open  ground  inVrent,  wood  on  both  0iinke,^iid|his  line 
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mterseeledf  nest  its  c«^tre  by  the  road  lejadiDg  to  Port  Repablic. 
General  Trimble's  brigade  was  pasted  on  the  right,  somewhat  in  ad- 
▼ance  of  his  centre^  The  batteries  of  Courtnay,  Lusk,  Brocken- 
broughy  and  RaioB  in  the  centi^,  General  Stewart's  brigade  on  the 
lefty  and  General  Elzey's  brigade  in  rear  of  the  centre,  and  in  position 
to  strengthen  either  wing.   Both  wings  were  in  the  wood. 

About  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy  threw,  out  his  skirmishers,  and  shortly 
afler  posted  his  artillery  opposite  to  our  batteries.  The  Artillery  fire 
-was  kept  up  with  groat  animation  and  spirit  on  both  sides  for  several 
hoars.  In  the  meantime  a  brigade  of  Federal  forces  advanced  under 
eover,  upon  the  right,  occupied  by  General  Trimble,  who  reserved  his'  , 
fire  until  they  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  easy  range  cf  his 
musketry ,  .when  \m  poured  a  deadly  fire  from  nis  whole  froot,  under 
which  they  fell  back.  Observing  a  battery  about  being  posted  on  the 
enemy's  left,  half  a  mile  in  front.  General  Trimble,  no^  supported  by 
Uie  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiments,  of  Elzey's  bri- 
gade, pushed  forward  fcyr  the  purpose  of  taking  it,  but  found  it  with- 
drawn before  he  reached  the  spot,  having,  in  the  meantime,  some  spirited 
skirmishing  with  its  inffintry  supports.  General  Trimble  had  now 
i^vanced  mjore  than  a  mile  from  his  cfriginal  position,  while  the  Fed- 
eral advance  had  fallen  back  to  the  ground  occupied  by  them  in  the 
morning. 

General  Taylor,  of  the  eighth  brigade  of  Louisiana  troops,  having 
arrived  from  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  at  Port  Republic,  towards 
•which  he  bad  moved. in  the  morning,  reported  to  General  Ewell  about 
twoj  P.  M.,  and^was  .placed  in  rear.  Colonel  Patton,  with  the  forty- 
second  and  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiments,  and  first  battalion  of 
Virginia  regulars,  also  joined,  and,  with  the  remainder  of  General 
Elzey's  brigade,  was  added  to  the  centre  and  left,  then  supposed  to  be 
threatened.  General  Ewell  having  been,  informed  by  Lieutenant 
Heinrichs,  of  the  engineer  corps,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  recoj;)noitre, 
that  the  enemy  was^moving  a  large  column  on  his  left,  did  not  advance 
at  once ;  but  subsequently  ascertaining  that  no  attack  was  designed 
by  the  force  referred  to,  j^e  advanced,  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
and,  when  night' closed,  was  in  position  on  ground  previously  held  by^ 
the  enemy.  During  this  fight  Brigadier  Generals  £lzey  and  Stewart 
,:were  wounded^  and  disabled  from  command.  « 

This  engagement  with  Fremont  has,  generally  been  known  as  the 
.battle  of  Cross-Keys,  in  which  our  troops  were  commanded  by  Gene- 
va! Ewell.  I  had  remained  at  Port.  Republic  during  the  principal 
part  of  the  8th,  expecting  a  renewal  dP  the  attack.  As  no  movement 
was  made  by  General  Shields  to  renew  the  action  that  day,  I  deter- 
mined to  take  the  initiative  and  attack  him  the  following  morning. 

Accordingly,  General  Ewell  was  directed  to'  move  from  his^osition 
at  an  early  hour,  on  the  morning  of  the  dth,  towards  Port  Republic, 
leaving  General  Trimble  with  his  brigade,  supported  by  Colonel  Pat- 
ten with  the  forty-second  Virginia^nfantry  Mad  the  first  battalion  ^f 
Virginia  regulara,  to  held  Fremont  in  cheeky  with  instruelions  if  hard 
pxeaeed  to  retire  across  the  North  river,  and  burn  the  bridge  in  their 
- —     Sma  after  ten  o'eloek.  General  IrimUe  with  the>  last  of.  our 
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forces  had  crossed  the  North  river,  and  the,  hridge  wasdestAjed.  Isi 
the  meantime,  tefor6  five  iti  the  moriiing.  General  Winder's  brigade 
was  in  Port  Republic,  and  having  crossed  the  SoAth  Fork,  by  a  teoa.- 
porary  wa<gon  bridge,  placed  there  for  the  purpose,  was -moving,  down 
the  River  road  to  attack  the  focces  of  General  Shields.  Advancing 
.  a  mile  and  a  half,  he  encountered  the  Federal  pickets  and  drove  them 

The  enem^  had  judiciously  selected  his  position  for  defence.     Upon- 
a  rising  ground  near  the  Lewis  nouse,  he  bad  planted  six  guns  which 
oojnmanded  the*  road*  from  Port  Republic,  and  swept  the  plateau  for^a 

.  Tsbnsiderable  diMance  in  front.  As  General  Winder  moved  forward 
his  brigade,  a  rapid  and  severe  fire  of  shell  was  opened  upon  it  *  Capt. ' 
Poague,  Tyith  two  Parroft  guns,  was  promptly  placed»in  position  on  the 
left  of  the  road  to  engage,  and  if  possible  dislodge  the  Federal  battery* 
Captain  Carpenter  was  sent  to  the  right  to  select 'a  position  for  hie 
battery,  but  finding  it  impracticable  to  drag  it  through  the  dense  un- 
dergrowth, it  was  brought  back,  and  part  of  it  placed  near  Poague. 
The  artillery  fire  was  well  sustained  by  our  batteries,  but  found  un- 
equal to  that  of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime.  Winder  bein^  now 
reinforced  by  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel  H^ys,  seeing 
no  mode  of  silencing  the  Federal  battery,  or  escaping  its  destructive/ 
missiles  but  by  a  rapid- charge,  and  the  capture  of  it,  advanced  with 
great  boldness  fot*  some  distance,*but  encountered  such  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  apd  small  arms  as  greatly  to  disorganize  his  command^ 
which  fell  back  in*  disorder.  The  enemy  advanced  across  the  field, 
and,  by  a  heavy  musketry  fire,  forced  .back  our  infant/y  supports,  in 
consequence  of  which  our  gun«  had  to  retire.  The,  enemy's  advance 
wa6  checked  by  a' spirited  attack  upon  their  flank,  by  the  fifty-eighth 
*  and  fifty-fourth  Virginia  regiment^  directed  by  General  Ewell  and 
led  by  Colonel  Scoft,  although  his  command  was  -aiterwards  driven' 
back  to  the  woods  with'  severe  loss.'  The  batteries,  were  all  safely 
withdrawn  except  one  of  Captain  Poague's  six-.poyn4er  guns,  wJiich" 

.  was  carried  oflF  by  the  enemy. 

Whilst  Winder's  command  was  in  this  critical  condition,  the  gallant 
and  successful  attack  of  General  Taylor  on  the  Federal  left  and  rear, 
Erected  attention  from  the  front,  and«iead  to  a  concentration. of  their 
foree  upon  him.  Moving  to  the  right  along  the  mountain  acclivity,  , 
through  a  rough  and  tangled  forest,  and  much  disordered  by  .the  rap- 
idity and  obstructions  of  the  march,  Taylor  emerged  with  his  com- 
mand from  the  wood,  just  as  the  loud  cheers  of  the  enemy  had 
proclaimed  their  success  in  frottt ;  and  although  assailed  by  a  supe- 
rior force  in  front  and  flank,  with  their  guns  in. position  within  point 
blank  range,  the  charge  was  gallantly  made,  and  the  battery,  consist-  . 

.  ing  of  six  guns,  fell  into  our  hands.  Thr^e  times  was  this  battery 
lost  and  won  in  the  desperate*  and  determined  eflbrts  to  capture  and 
recover  it.  After  holding  the  batteries  for  a  short  time,  a  fresh  brig- 
ade of  the  enemy  advancing, upon  &is  flank,  made  a  vigorous  and  well 
conducted  attack  upon  him^  accompanied  by  a  galling  fire  of  canister 
from  a  piece  suddenly  brought  into  position,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three  K^'ndrr'l  and  fifty  yarSa.    Tinder  tbi?  combined  attaek*  Taylor 
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fell  back  to  the  fikirt  of  the  wood,  near  which  the  captured  battery 
was  stationed,  and  from  that  "point  continued  his  fire  upon  the  advanc- 
ing enemj,  who  succeeded  in  recapturing  one  of  the  guns,  which  h« 
carried  off,  leaving  both  caisson  and  limber.     The  enemy,  now  occu- 
pied  with  Taylo  *,  halted  his  advance  to  the  front.     Winder  made  a  . 
renewed  effort  to  rally  his  command,  and  succeeding,  with  the  seventh 
Louisiana^  under  Major  Penn,  (the  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
having  been  carried  from  the  field  wounded,)  and  the  fifth  Virginia 
regiment,  Col.  Funk,^he  placed  part  of  Poague's  battery.' in  the  position 
previously  occupied  by  it,  andagain  opened  upon  theen^my,  who  were  , 
moving  against  Taylor's  left  flank,  apparently  to  surround  him  in  the  ' 
wood.     Chew's  battery  now  reported,  and  was  placed  in  position,  and 
did  good  service.     Soon  after,  gund  fr^m  the  batteries  of  Brocken* 
brough.  Courtnay  and  Rains,  were  brought  forward  and  placed  in  po^ 
sitionv^  Whilst  these  movements  were  iji  p'rogress  on  the  left  and 
front.  Colonel  Scott,  bs^ving  rallied  his  command,  led  tbcm,  under  the 
orders  of  General   Ewell,  to    the   support   cf  General   Taylor,  who; 
pushing  forward  with  the  reinfofqements  just  received,  and  assieted  by 
thQ  well-directed  fire  of  our  artillery,  forced,  the  enemy  to  fa^l  back, 
which  was  soon   followed   by  his  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  many 
killed  and  wounded  upon  ithe  field.     General  Taliaferro,  who  the  pre- 
vious  day  had  occupied  the  town,  was  directed  to  continue  to  do  so 
with  part  of  his  troops*  and,  with  the  remainder,  to  hold  the  elevated 
position  on  the  north  side  of  t*he  river,  for  the  p.urpose  of  co-operat* 
ing,  if  necessary,  with  General  Trimble,  ^nd  prevent,  his  being  cut 
off  from  the  main   body  of  the  army  ,by^ the  destruction  of  the  bridge- 
in  his  rear.     But  finding  the  resistance  more  obstinate  than  I  antici^ 
pated,  orders  were  sent  to  Taliaferro  and   J^-imble  to  join  the  maini 
body.  .  Taliaferro  came,  up  in   time,  to  discharge  an  effective  ..volley 
into  the  ranks  of  the  wavering  and  retreating  enemy.     The  pursaitc 
was  continued  some  fivo^  miles  beyond  the  battlje-field  by   Generals 
Taliaferro  and  Winder  with  their  brigades  And  portions,  of  the  bat-*- 
teries  of  Wooding  and  Caskie.  .  Colonel  Munftjrd,  with  cavalry  ai^d- 
some  artillery,  advanced  about  three  miles  beyond  the.  other*  troops. 
Oar  forces  captured  in  the  pursuit  about  fourhundred  ^nd  fifty  (-150) 
prisoners,  some  wagons,  one  piece  of  abandoned  artillery,  and  about 
eight  hundred  njuskets.     Some  two  hjundred  and   seventy-fixe  (275) 
wounded  were  paroled  in  the  hospitals  near  Port  Republic, 

"Whilst  the  forces  of  Shields  were  in  ^uU. retreat, and  our  troops  ipi 
pursuit,  Fremont  appeared  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the. south  fork  of  • 
the  Shenandoah,  with  his  army,  and  opened  his.,  artillery  upon- our 
ambulances,  aj^  parties  engaged  in  the  .humane ^labors  jof  attending 
to  our  dead  antl  wounded',  and  the  dead  and,  wounded  of  the  enemy,.' 
The  next  day,  withdrawing  his  forces,  he  retreated  down  the^Yalley. 

*0n  'the    morni,ng    of  the    i.2th,    Munfo^d  , entered  .Harrisonb^urg,. 
where,  in  a^ddition  to^  Avagpns,  medical  stores  and  Cj\inp  equipage,  h^'. 
captured  some  two  hundred  small. arms.     At  that. point.  tli43re  alsofelL 
into  our*hand8\bout  two  hundred  of  Frenjont's  men^  many,  of  then^ 
severely  wounded  on  the  8th'' and  most  of  jfche.  others,  had  .been  lef^  . 
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bebind  as  aick.     The  Federal  Burgeons  attending  them  were  released^ 
and  those  under  their  care  paroled.         *  '   . 

The  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  the  battle  show  a  loss  of 
sixteen  (16)  officers  killed,  sixty-seven  (67)  wounded,  and  two  (2) 
missing  ;  one  hundred  and  seventeen  (117)  non-com  ft  issioned  officers 
and  privates  killed,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  (862)  wounded,  and 
thirty-two  missing,  making  a  total  loss  of  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
six,  (1.096,)  including  skirmishers  on  the  6th;  since  evacuation  of 
Winchester,  o^e  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (1,167;)  also 
one  piece  of  artillery.  If  we  add  to  the  prisoners  captured  on  tho 
'  .6th  a^d  9th,  those  who  were  paroled  at  Harrisonburg,  and  in  hospi- 
tals in  the  vicinity  of  Fq^t  Republic,  it  will  msike  the  number  of  the 
e^nemy  who  fell  iato  our  possession  about  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  (97$«)  exclusive  of  his  killed',  and  such  of  his  wounded  as  ho 
removed.  *  The  small  arms,  taken  on  the  9th,  and  at  Harris(^burg, 
numbered  about  one  thous^d  (1,000.)  We  captured  seven  pieces  of 
artillery,  with  their  caissons  and  all  of  their  limbers,  except  one. 
The  conduct  of  the  offi^cers  and  men,  during  the  action,  merits  the 
•highest  praise. 

-During  the  battle,  I  received  valuable  assistance,  in  the  trinsmis- 
sion  of  orders,  from  the  following  members  of  my  staff:  Colonel  Ab- 
ner  Smead,  Assistant  Inspector  General ;  Major  R.^  L.  Dabney, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General ;  first  Lieutenant  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  D, 
G. ;  first  Lieutenant  H.  K.  Douglass^' Assistant  Inspector  General; 
first  LieutenaQt  J.  K.  Bos^.ell,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Colonel  William 
L.  Jockson,  Volunteer  A.  D.  ^C.  The  Medical  Director,  Dr.  Hunter 
McGuir^,  gave  special  att^tion  to  the  comfort  and  treatment  of  the 
.wounded.  .Major  W,  J.  ^Hawks,  chief  commissary,  and  Major  J.  A. 
Harman,  chief  quartermaster,  had  their  depi^rtments  in  good  condi- 
<^tion..  For  further  information  respecting  the  conducti  of  officers  and 
men  who  distinguished  themselves,  as  well  as  for  a  more  detailed  ac- 
«count  of.  the  movement  of  troops,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
acjcompanying  official  reports  of  other  officers. 

I  forward,  herewith,  two  maps,  by  Mr.   J.   Hotchkiss,  one  giving 
the  route  of  the  army  during  the  retreat  from  Strasburg  to  Port  Re- 
:  public,  and  the  other  of  the  battle-field. 

I  On  the  12th,  the  troops  recrossed  South  river,  and^ncamped  near 
Weyer's  Cave  For  the  purpose  of  rendering  thanks  to  God  for 
having  crowned  our  arms  with  success,  and  to  implore  His  continued 
favor,  divine  service  was  held  in  th'e  army  on  the  14th. 

The  army  remained  near  Weyer's  Cave  until  the  17th,  when,*in 
obedience  to  instructions  from  the  commanding  Gen^l  of  the  De- 
partment, it  moved  towards  Richmond.^ 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

.  ^  ,      T.  J.  JACKSON,     . 

^  '  lAtutenant  General, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CBIIERAL  SWELL'S  REPORT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  CROSS- 
•     '  KEYS,.  JUNE  8,  186S. 

^     Headquarters  Third  DiyrsiON,  Vallet  District,  ) 

•   Jmeie,  186«.      J 

Major  R.  L.  Dabnet,  • 

Assistant  Adjuiant  Gtntral^  Valley  -District  : 

Major  j.  I  h»vo  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  th«  ' 
action  of  the  8th  instant  at  Gross-Kejs,  between  the  diviaion  com* 
roandod  by  me  and  the  forces  under  Major  General  Fremont.  I  was 
ordered  on  the  7th,  by  the  General  commanding,  to  occupy  the  adr 
urautey  and  my  division  encanfped'for  that  night'  near  Union  church. 
The*  enemy  made  a  reconnoissance  in  the  afternoon,  and,  goii'g  fo^* 
wsfrd,  I  found  General  Elzey  drawing  up  his  own  and  General 
Taylor's  brigades  in  position.  I  at  once  determined  to  meet  the 
enemy  on- the  ground  selected  by  General  El«ey.  , 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  advanced,  driving  in  the 
fifteenth  Alabajna,  Colonel  Cantey,  from  their  post  on  picket.  The 
regiment  made  a  gallant  resistance,  enabling  me  to  .take  position  at 
leisure.  The  camp  fires  left  by  th^  regiment — no  tents  or  anything 
else — were  the  camps  from  which  the  enemy  report  to  have  driven  us. 
At  this  time  I  had  present  Elze^'s,  Trimble's  and  Stewairt's  brigades, 
short  of  five  thousand  men — Taylor's  having  been  ordered  to  Port 
Republic.  The  general*  features  of  the  ground  were  a  valley  and 
rivulet  in  my  front,  woods  on  both  flanks,  and  a  field  of  some  hUn« 
•dreds  of  anres,  where  the  road  crossed  the  centre  of  my  line.  My 
side  of  the  valley  *being  more  defined  and  commanding  the  other. 

General  Trimble's  brigade  was  posted  a  little  in  advance  of  my 
centre,  on  the  right;  General  Elzey  in  rear  of  the  centre,  and  Gen- 
eral Stewart  on  the  left.  'The  artillery  was  in  the  centre;  Both 
wings  were  in  woods.  The  centre  was  weak,  having  open  ground  in 
front,  where  the  enemy  was  not  expected.  General  Elzey  was  in  po- 
sition to  strengthen  either  wing,  •      • 

.  About  ten,  the  enemy  felt  along  my  fronl  with  skirmishers,  and 
shortly  after  posted  his  artillery,  chiefly  opposite  mine.  He  advanced, 
under  cover,  on  General  Trimble,  with  a  force,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  of  tw^  brigades,  which  were  repulsed  with  such  signal  loss 
that  they  did  not  make  another  determined  effort.  General  Tpmble 
had  Ijjen  reinforced  by  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  iregi-  , 
ilients.  Colonel  Walker  and  Lieutenant  Colonel, Dufi*ey,  of  General 
Elzey's  brigade.  These  regiments  assisted  in  the  repulse  of  the  ene- 
my. General  Trimble,  in  turn,  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  more 
than  a  mile,  and  remained  on  his  flank  ready  to  make  the  final  attack. 
General  Taylor,  with  the  eighth  ^igade,  composed  of  Louisiana 
troops,  reported  about  two>  P.  M.,  and  was  placed  in  rear.  Colonel 
Patton,  witli  the  forty-second  and  forty-eighth  regiments,  Bnd  Irish 
battalion,  Virginia  volunteers,  also  joined,  and,  with  ^e  remainde):  of 
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General  Elzey's  brigade,  waa  added  to  the  centre  and-Ieft,  tlieii  threat- 
ened. I  did  not  pueh  ray  sujjceBS  at  once,  because  I  had  no  cavalry^ 
and  it  was  reported  and  reaffirmed  bj  Lieutenant  Heinrich's  iopo* 
graphical  engineers,  sent  to  reconnoitre,  that  the  enen>y  was'moving 
a  large  column  two  miles  to  my  left.  As  soon  as  I  could  determine 
this  not  tor  be  an  attack,  I  advanced  both  my  wings,  drove  in  the  ene- 
my's skirmishers;  and,  when 'night  closed,  was  in  positibn  on  the 
ground  previously  held  by  the  enemy,  ready  to  attack  him  at  dawn. 

M^  troops  were  recalled  to  join  in  the  attack  at  Port  Republic. 
The  enemy's  attack' was  decided  by  four,  P.  M.,,it  being  principally 
directed  against  General  Trimble,  and,  though  from  .t)^eir  own  state- 
ment they  outnumbered  us  on  that  flank  two  to  one,  it  had  signally 
failed.  General  Trimble^s  command,  including  the  two  regimeAtsr  on 
bis  right,  under  Colonel  Walker,  is  (htitled  to  the  highest  praise  for 
the  gallant  manner  in  which  it  ropulsed  the  enemy's  biain  attack^ 
His  brigade  captured  one  of  their  colors.  As  before  mentioned'  the 
credit  of  selecting  the  position  is  due  to  General  Ehey.  I  availed 
myself  frequently  during  the  action  of  that  officer's  counsel,  profiting 
largely  by  his  known  military  skill  and  judgment.  He  svas  much 
exposed.  His  hdrse  was  wounded  early -in  the  action,  and 'at  a  later 
period  of  the  day  was  killed  by  a  riflo  ball,  which. at  ^ the  same  time 
inflicted  upon  the  rider  a  wound  that  forced  him  to  retire  from  the 
fidd.  He  waa  more  particularly  employed  in  the  centre,  directing 
the  artillery.  General  George  H.  Stewart  was  severely  wounded, 
after  rendering  valuable  aid  in  comnfland  of  the  left. 

I  had  Oourtnay's,  Brockenbrough's,  Raine's  and  Lusk's  batteries. 
The  enemy  testified  to  the  efficiency  of  their  fire.  Captain  Courtnay 
opened  the  .fight,  and  was,  for  hours,  exposed  to  a  terrible  storn/of 
shot  and  shell.  He  and  Captain  Brockenbrough  have  been  under 
my  observation  since  the  campaign  opened,  arid Tcftin*  testify  to  their 
efficiency  on  this  as  on  former  occasions.  The  loss  in  all  the  batte- 
ries shows  the  warmth  of  the  fire.  I  was  well  satisfied  with  them  all. 
The  history  of  the  Maryland  regiment,  gallantly  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Bradley  T.  Johnson,  during  the  campaign  of  the  Valley,  would 
be  the  history  of  every  action  from  Front  Royal  to  Cross-Keys.  On 
the*6th*in8tant,'  near  Harrisonburg,  the  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regi- 
ment was  engaged  with*the  Pennsylvania  "  Bucktails,"  the  fighting 
being  close  and  bloody.  Colonel  Johnson  came  up  with  his  regiment 
in  the  hottest  period  of  the  afi'air,  and,  by  a  dashing  charge  in  flank, 
'drove  the  enemy  off  with  heavy  loss,  capturing  the  lieutenant  colonel 
(Kai^)  commanding.  In  com.memofati.ori  of  their  gallant  conduct,  I 
ordered  one  of  the  captured  bucktails  to  bo  appended  as  a  troohy  to 
their  flag.  The  gajlantry  of  the  regiment  on  this  occasion  ia  worthy 
-of^  acknowledgmVnt  from  a  higher  source,  more  particularly  as  they 
avenged  the  death  of  the  gallant  General  Ashby,  uho  fell  at  the  same 
timo.  Two  color-bearers  were  shot  down  in  succession,  but  each  time 
'the  colors  were  caught  before  inching  the  ground,  and  were  finally 
borne  by  Corporal  Shanks  to  the  close  #of  the  action.  .  On  the  8th 
instant,  at  Cross-Keys,  they  were  opposed  to  three  of  *the  enemy's 
^regiments  iii  suf  cession.     My  staff  at  Cross-Keys  consisted  of  Lieu- 
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tenant  CoVoncl    J.    M.  -Jones  and  Major  James  Barbour,  Adjutant 
General's  Departrment ;   Lieutenants  Gr.   Campbell  Brown  and  T.  T.. 
Turner^ ai*l«^*;    fknd  Captain  Hugh  M.    Nelson,  volunteer  aid.     These 
oftcera 'were  rauch    exposed  during  the  day,  and  were  worked  ihard, 
overall  extenaive  field.     Their  services  were  valuable  and  were  Ten- 
dered ^\t\i     zeaV    and     ability.     Lieutenant    Brown    was    painfully 
vounAed  by  af   fragment  of  shell   towards  the  close   of  the  fight.     I 
ippend  a  list  of  casualties,  showing  forty-two  killed,  and  two  hundred 
iiid  eighty -seven   lulled,  wounded  and  missing.     I   buried  my  dead 
md  brought  oiF  all  the  wouudeti,  except  a  few  whose  mortal  agonie* 
!     vonld  have  been  uselessly  increased  by  any  cljaiige  of  position. 

Some  of  the  enemy's  wbunded  were  brought  oft  and  arrangements 
\     BiTide  for  moving  them   all,  when   X  was  ordered   to  another  field. — 
/     There,  are  good  reasons  fer  estimating  their  loss  nit  not  less  than  two 
I     thoujand  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisjoners.     Oo'  a   part  .of  the  fiejd 
ihey  baried  one  hundred  and  one  at  one  spot,  fifteen  at  anotber/  and 
•     a  house  containing  some  of  their  dead  was  said  to   have   been  burned 
by  them  :  and  this   is  only  a  part   of  what   they   lost.     They  were 
chiefly  of  Blenker's  division,  nototious  for  months  on  aocount  of  their 
thefts  and  dastardly  insults  to  women  and  cluldren  in  that  part  of  the 
State   under   Federal  domination.     The  order  of  mar^h   of  General 
Fremont  was  found  on  a  staff  officer  left  in  our-  hands.     It  shows 
seven  brigades  of  infantry,  besides  numerous  cavalry.     I  had   thre^ 
email  brigades  during  thjs  greater  part  of  the  action,*  and  no  cavalry 
at  any  time.     They   made  no  bayonet  charge,  nor  did  they  commit 
any  particular  ravages  with   grape  or  canister,  although  they '-state 
otherwise.     Colonel    Mercer  and   the  twenty-first  (i^orgia-  tried  to. 
close  with  them  three  .times,  partly   succeeding-  in   overtaking  them 
ence.     That  officer  is  represented  to  have  handled  his   regvment  witF! 
great  skill,  and,?  with  •  the  sixteenth   Mississippi,  Colonel    Posev,  wa» 
the  closest  engaged.      Brigadier   General  Trimble,^  seventh- brigade, 
had  the  brtftit  of  thq  action  Jand  is  entitle<l  to   most  ^thanks.     Colonel- 
Bradley   T.    Johnson    (first   Maryland),   Golorftl   Carnot   Posey  (six-* 
teenth   JL'ssissippi),    Colonel   J.    T.    Mercer   (twenty-first  Gjjorgia), 
Captain  Courtnay  (of  the  Courtnay   battery),  are   ofiicers  who   were 
enabled  to  render  highly  valuable  service.^   I  regret  i  (Jannotgo  more 
into  detail  of  those  lower  in  rank,  whose  gallant  services   are  recom- 
pensed by  the  esteem  of  their  comrades  and- their  own- self-approval — 
^  after  all,  the  highest  and  most  enduring  reco^-d. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Fremont's  order  of-  mar^h  on  the  day 

of  battle,  and  detailed  reports  of  the  killed  and  wounded — names  and 

regiments  o£  the  officers  kflled  atid  wounded,  and  tabular  statements 

of  killed   and    wounded  according- to  regiments.     Also,   the  'official 

report  of  Col.  J.  A.  Walker,  commanding  fourth  i)rigade. 

<  *    Respectfully,  &c.,  ■*    '  ' 

R,   S.'  EVVELL,  Major  General, 
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REPMIT    OF    GENERAL   EWELL .  OP    BATTLE   OF  PORT 
REPUBLIC,  'JUNE  9,  1862. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Department  N.  Vi^.,  > 

July  8th-,  1962.  S 

Major  R.  L,  Dabnet,  A.  A.  G.,  V,  D. :  .  •     • 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to*  report  the*  movements  of  my  division 
in  the  battle  near  Port  Republic,  on  the  9th  June,  1862. 

When  I  received  the*order  to  march  to  Port  Republic,  to  join  in  the 
attack  on  the  forces  under  General  Shields,  my  command  included,  in 
addition  to  my  own  division,  the  second  brigade  of  the  army  of  tlie 
Valley  District.     Th'is  brigade,  under  the  command  of, Colonel" J.  M. 
Pattpn,  had'  been  attached  to  my  command  during  the  engagement  of 
the  day  before.     My  cemmand  had  been  .engaged  with  General  Fre- 
mont throughout  the  day  on  the  8th  June,  and  sifept  upon  their  arras. 
The  brigades  commanded  by  General  Trimble  and  Colonel  Pattori, 
(except  one  re'giment,)  and  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment.  Colonel 
Hayes,  had,  before  night*  closed  in,  been  advanced  within  Jrange  of 
the  enemy's  musketry.     Day  was  breaking  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
•  tTune,  before  these  troops  commenced  their  march  from  this  position, 
to  the  other*  field  at  Tort  Republic,  seven   (7)  miles  distant,  sope  of 
them  without  fobd.for  twenty-four  hours.     The  commands  of  Gene- 
ral Trimble  and  Colonel  Patton  were  kept  in  position  to  hold  tlie  en- 
emy, u\ider  Fremont,  in  check  and  keep  him  fromjadvancing  upon  Port 
Republic;  ortaking  any  part  in  the  engagen^ent  on  that  day.     The 
difficulty  in  effecting  the  crossing  of  the  south  branch  of  the  river  at 
rort  Rep4iblic,  occasioned  a  delay  which  separated   the  forces  in  my 
command.     When  I  reached  tha  ^eld,.the  eighth  Louisiana  brigade, 
commanded  by  General  Taj  lor,  had  been  sent  by  Major  General  Jack- 
son, under  cover  6f  the  wood,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear. 
One  of  the  regiments  of  the  second  (2d)  brigade  of  my  division  was 
attached  to  the  left,  and  I  placed  the  fifty-eighth.  Colonel  Scott,  and 
the  forty-fourth  Virginia,  Colonel  Letcher,  under  cover  at  the  woods 
with  the  flank  towards  the  *enemy.     When,  after  a  severe  struggle, 
from  the  advantage  .of  position  and   numbers  the  enemy  wer§  driving 
our  front  on  the  left,  and  the  flank  of  the   advancing  enemy  (at  least 
two  brigades,)  came  in  front,  an  advance  was  ordered.     The  two  regi-    • 
ments,  bravelyi  led  by   Colonel*  Scott,  rushed  with  a  shout  upon  the 
enemy,  taking  him  in  flank.'    For  the^ first t time  that  day,  the  enemy 
was  then  driven  back  in  disorder  for  som^  thousands  of  •j'ards.     At 
the-saine  instant,  while  our   artillery  was  retiring  rapidly  from  the 
field,  one' piece*  was  fcalted  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  showi^jg 
*■  great  quickness  and  decision  in  the  oflBcers  commanding  it.     These" 
efforts  checked  the  .enemy  so  long  that,  although  Cclbnel  Scott's  com- 
'mand  was  driven  back  to  the  woods  with  severe  loss,  there  was  time 
Uo  rally  and  lead  them  to  the  assistance  6f  the  eighth  brigade,  Gene- 
ral R.  Taylor  commanding,  which  was  heard  engaging  the  enemy  far 
to  theifi  rear.     The  remnants  of  the  two  regiments  reached  General 
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Taylor  at  the  moment  when,  as  shown  in  his  report,  fresh  troops  of 
the  enemy  had  driven'  him  fronl  the  battery  he  had  captured.  His 
brigade  formed  and  advanced  with   these  two  regiments,  and  the  en* 

•^my  fled  a  second  time  from  the  battery  and  the  field,  after  exchang- 
ing a  few  shots.  The  credit  of  first  checking  the  enemy,  and  then 
assisting  in  his  final  repulse,  and  of  tte  capture  of  the  battery,  is 
due  to  these  two  regiments.  It  would  be  difficult  toUnd  another  in- 
stance of  volunteer  troops,  after  a  severe  check,  rallying  and  again 
attacking  the  enemy.  To  General  Taylor  and  his  brigade  belongs 
the  honor  of»deciding  two  battles — that  of  Winchester  and  this  one. 
As  soon  as  his  fire  was  heard  in  rear  and  flank,  the  whole  foroo  of 
the  enemy  turned  to  meet  thidf  new  foe.  Colonal  Walker,  command- 
ing fourth  brigade,  ordered  by  the  Mnjor  General  commanding,  to 
follow  the  eighth  brigade,  was  lost  in  the  mountains,  reported  to  me 
and  joined  in  the  pursuit.  General  Trimble,  commanding  seventh 
brigade,  with  part  of  Colonel  Patten's  command,  j^as  left  to  hold 
Fremont  in  check.  The  fifty-second  Virginia  regiment  was  detailed, 
and  fought  on  the  I«ft  flank  with  General  Winder.  Colonel  Scott  re* 
ports:  "  Iparticularlj  commend  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Walker, 
company  E,  forty-fourth  Virginia.  There  may  have  been .  others 
equaU/ worthy  of  commi'^ndation,  but  I  could  not  fail  to  notice  him. 
When  the  brigade  halted  in  the  field  and  sat  down,  he  a]one  stood  erect,  • 

•  went  in  front  and  attempted  to  get  the  brigade  to  advance  still  nearer 
the  enemy."     I  enclose  this  report,  and  recommend  the  ofBcer  to  Ex 
ecutive  favor.     Lieut.  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  Maj.  Jas.  Barbour,  Lieu- 
tenant T.  T.  Turner,  and  Captain  Hugh-M.  Nelson,  of  my  stafi',  ren- 
dered valuable- sei^vice  iof  rallying  the  broken  troops.    Jiieutenant  G. 
Campbell  Brown  was  absent,  owing  to  the  wound  received  the  day 
previous.     I   enclose  sub>  reports  of  Colonel  Scott  and  Goneral  Tay- 
lor ;  also  a  detailed  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  aeventy- 
eight  killed,  and  five  hundred  and  thirty,  five  wounded,  and  four  miss- 
ing, in  all  six  hundred  and  seventeen  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 
Respectfully,  &c.y 
5         .  R.  S.  EWELL,  Major  Otneral. 
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BEPORT  OF  GENERAL  WINMIR  OF  OPERATIONS  OF' 8th 

AND  9th  JUNE,  1862. 

.  Headqvarters  First  Brigade*  Vallst  District, 
Camp  near  FFeyerV  Cave^  Virginia^  Jum  15,  1862. 

•Major  R.  L.  Dabnet,  A.  A.  G., 

Headquarters  Valley  District:  * 

SfR  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  the  part  taken  bj  thi9 
brigade  in  the  operations  of  the  8th  and  9th  instants,  near  Port  Re- 
public, Virginia: 

ViFhilst  quiettj  in  camp,  Sunday  morning,  the  8th  instant,  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock,  1  heard  artillery  to  oar  right  and  rear,  whieh 
I  inferred  must  be  that  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Poague  came  in  at 
thia  time  and  informed  me  he  had  ordered  his  battery  to  be  prepared 
for  action.  I  approved  it,  and  requested  him  to  transmit  to  Captain 
Carpenter,  camped  just  by  him,  instructions  to  the  same  effect.  The 
*  good  judgment  of  both  these  officers  had  anticipated  such  oiHers,  a 
.most  fortunate  circumstance,  Jnd.eed,  as  the  enemy  were  pressing 
rapidly  on  our  rear. 

General  JacksOn  rode  to  my  tent  at  this  time,  and  ordered  nie  to 
send  a  regiment  to  the  bridge  over  the  Shenatidoah  at  Port  Republic 
in  double  quick  time.   •!  at  once  sent  orders  to  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen, 
commanding  second  regiment,  to  conducti  his-  regiment  to  that  point. 
Mounting  my  horse,  I  rode  in  the  direction   of  the  bridge.     Passing 
Poague's  battery,  I  observed  a  Parrott  gun  hitched  up  and  ordered  it 
to  follow  me.     About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  camp  I  discovered 
the  position  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  across  the  river,  it  sending 
shell  just  across  the  road,  but  too  high  ^o  do  any  damage.     The  gun    . 
arriving,'  I  turned  it  to  the  left  to  bear  on  the  aforesaid  battery,  when 
General  Jackson  directed  me  to  send  it  to  him  on  the  /ight ;  this  I 
did,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  other  guns,  which  were  ftoon  brought^ 
up  and  placed  in  position  on  the  bill  commanding  the  opposite  side'. 
of  the  river.     The  second  shot  silenced  the  enemy's  battery,  causing 
it  to  'limber  up  and  move  off. 

Carpenter's  battery  arriving,  I  ordered  it  to  be  placed  on  the  left 
of  Poague's,  and  the  eight  pieces  of  the  two  batteries  to  be  directed 
on  the  retreating  battery  and  column  of  ipfantry  advancing  up  the 
toad.*  The  guns  were  admirably  and  rapidly  served,  pouring  a  heavy 
and -destructive  frre  upon^the  eneiny.     His  column   halted,  staggered 

«  at  so  warjn  a  reception,  wavered,  and  then  retreated  down  the  road, 
being  signally  repulsed  by  the  artillery  alone.     I  diiPected  the  pieces 

^.  to  move  to  the'  left,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  so  long  as  he  was 
within  range.  Two  or  more  guns  were  moved  a  mile  beyond  the 
original  position.        • 

Colonel  Allen,  second  regiment,  arriving,  I  directe'd  him  to  move 
to  the  left,  (Gen^^ral  Tirfinferro's  brigade  having  gone  to  the*  bridge,) 

■        .  '  '  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


67 

tlurowing  out  skirmiflherSy  guarding' against  a  flank  moY«ment  by  tlia 
enemy.  The  foorth  regiment^  Golon^  Bonald,  was  ordered  to  fiop- 
port  this  regiment.  The  fifth  regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funk, 
supported  Poague's  battery.  The  t^enty-seyenth,  Colonel '  Grigsby, 
supported  Carpenter's  battery.  The  thirty-third '  regiment.  Colonel 
Neffy  was  adTanced  on  the  left  and  held  in  positioA  to  repef  a  flank 
movement,  and  at  night  picketed  near  the  same  point.  ^Some  few  * 
unimportant  changes  occurred  during  the  day,  but  the  enemy  did  not 
again  adyance  within  range  of  our  guns.  80  heavy  and  well  di- 
rected was  our  artillery  fire,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  a  howitier 
and  two  limbers,  which  were  found  in  the  woods  on  the  following  day, 
being  a  portion  of  the  battery  used  against  us  in  the  morning.  I 
ha<I  observed  him  trying  to  remove  it,  and  succeeded  beyond  my 
expectation  in  C^reing  him  to  leave  it,  though  I  knew  he  had  not 
taken  it  ofi*  by  the  road  by  which  it  advanced.  The  brigade  m^ved 
to  camp  at' dark,  just  aboiip  Port  Republic.  The  total  strength  ef 
the  brigade  was  one  thousand  three  hun4red  and  thirty-four  rank 
and  file  in  action. 

On  the  morning  of  'the  9  th  instant,  at  forty-fire  minutes  past  three 
o'clock,  iprders  were  immediately  given,  and'  the  head  of  the  brigade 
reached  the  point  indicated  at  that  hour.  I  met  General  Jackson 
shortly  thereafter,  who  ordered  me  to  move  across  Soatfa  riVer,  on  a. 
tempbrarj.£oot  bridge  being  constructed.     I  sent  Lieutenant  Garneft 

^to  recall  Colopel  I^eif's  regiment  from  picket,  and  then  moved  the 
brigade  as  indicated., « I  was  ordered  to  follow  the  road  down  the 
Valley.     I  placed  Colonel  Allen  in  front,  throwing  forward  two  com« 

r  panies  as  an  advanced  guard.  Having  proceeded  about  a  mile,  the 
cavalry  in  front  reported  the  enemy's  pickets.*  General  Jackson 
being  near,  I  referred  the  Officer  t^  hitn.  I  then  received  orders  to 
drive  them,  occupy  the  woods  in  front,  and  attack  the  enemy.  I 
directed  Captain  Nadenbousch,  commanding  advance,  to  deploy 
skirmishers  on  either  side  of  the  road,  and  move  forwaird.  Xaptain 
Carpenter  to  advance  two  pieces,  take  jpost  on  left  of  road,  and  shell 
the  pickets.  These  orders  Were  rapidly  and  well  executed.  The 
enemy's  pickets  disappeared  and  the  skirmishers  advanced,  the  line 
b%ing  supported  by  Colonel  Allen.  The  enemy  here  opened  a  rapid, 
fire  of  shell,  with  grest  accuracy,  on  the  road  and  vicinity.  I  was 
then  ordered  to  send  a  regiment  through  the  wood^  to  endeavor  to 
turn  their  battery ;  also,  a  battery,  to  get  a  position  above  them,  i 
Erected  Colonel  Allen  to  move  with  hi^  regiment,  he  being  in  ad- 
vance, and  near  the  wood,  to  accomplish  this,  and  Colonel  Ronald, 
fourth  regiment,  to  support  him ;  Captain  Carpenter  to  take  }ys. bat- 
tery in  same  direction,  to  execute  the  above  order.  Captain  Poague's 
two  Parrott  guns  I  ordered  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  roacl,  in  a. 
wheat  field,  and  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  the  smoke  of  which, 
only  could  be  seen ;  the  remaining  pieces  being  under  cover.  Colo*- 
nelGrigsby,  twenty-seventh  regiment,  I  ordered  to  support  this 
Ikttery.  Lieutenant.  Colonel  Funk,  fifth  regiment,  was  placed  on 
Ike  left,  and  to  the  rear  of  the  twenty-seventh  regiment  The  tHirty- 
llftrd  recunent,  Colond  Neff.  to  take  position  on  thi^ight  ^  the- 
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road;  but,  being  detainod'in  erossing  the  river,  this  order  nerer 
reaohed  him.  The  enemy's  fire  was  so*  veil  directed,  I  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  separate  Poague's  two  guns,  placing  one  some  distance  on 
the  left,  rfnd  ordering  Funk's  regiment  to  follow  the  movement  ere 
the  fire  was  resumed.  The  enemy  -soon  placed  a  battery  of  two  pieces 
in  front'  and  in  a  commanding  position.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett, 
*and  afterwards  Captain  Poague,  to  look  for  a  position  nearer  and 
more  desirable,  but  npne  could  be  found,  unless  the  enemy 'were 
driven  off.  I  then  learned  his  skirmishers  were  advancing,  and  or- 
dered Funk's  regiment  forward  *to  support  the  extreme  left  of  the 
line,  at  the  same  time  sending  to  General  Jackson  for  reinforcements, 
being  greatly  outnumbered.  Colonel  II.  Hays'soon  reported  to^me 
with  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment.  I  directed  him  to  take  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  Funk's,  and  ordered  Grigsbyjs  regiment  up, 
plwjing  it  on  the  right  of  Hays.  This  line,  under  Hays,  I  ordered 
to  move  forward,  drive  the  enemy  from  iiis  position  and  carry  his 
battery  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  I  at  the  same  time  directed  tho 
remainder  of  Poague's  and  a  section  of  Carpenter's  battery,  the  latter 
having  reported  it  impossible  to  get  through  tHe  thick  woods  or  find 
any  position,  to  be  advanced.  J 

Colonel  Hays  moved  his  command  forward  in. gallant  style,  with*  a 
cheer.     Seeing  his  movemer)t,  I  advanced  with  the  artillery,  placing 
tTie  guns  in  battery  just  in  rear  of  Hays'  line,   which  I  found  had 
been  halted  behind  a  fence.     The  enemy  being  in  such  strong  force,, 
and  pouring  in  such  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery   and  rifles,  I  then  sent 
for  reinforcements,  but  received  none.     The  men  stood  it  boldly  for 
some  time,*  and  fought   gallantly,  many    until  all   their  cartridges! 
were  gone      Captain  Raines  reported  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one, 
however,  without  any  cannoniers ;  this  piAje   I  sent  from  the  field, 
the  other  being  brought  into  action      I  had  directed  Captain  Poague  ' 
to  move  with  a  Parrott  gun  to  the  right,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett  j 
to  Garpjuiter  to  endeavor  to  place* his  section  so  as  to  enfilade  thb  j 
enemy.  .  , 

The  thirty-first  regiment  Yirginisk  volunteers.  Colonel.  Hoffman , 
arrived  about  <his  time  to  relieve  Colonel  Hays,  who  was  ordered  to  I 
join  his  brigade.     This  change  it  was  impossible  to  effect,  and  I  held  i 
Colonel  Hoffman  in  rear  of  the  batteriec(  for  their  Bccnrity,  as   the  , 
infantry  line  be^an  to  waver  under  the  storm  of  shot,  shell,  and  bajls , 
which  was  being  rained  upon  them.    The  batteries  were  moved  to  the 
rear,  and  I  tried  to  rally  the  men,  placing  Hoffman's  regiment  in  Jine 
on  which  to  rally  them.     Here  I  partially  succeeded;  but  the  enehijl 
00  greatly  outnumbered  us  *  and,  getting  within  such  easy  range^l 
thinned  our  ranks  so  terribly,  that  it  was  impossible  to  rally  them  for 
some  time,  though  I  was  most  ably  assisted  in  nay  endeavors  by  my 
staff,  the  gallant  Havs,  Grigsby,  Funk,  Major  Williams,  fifth  regi** 
ment.  Captains  Nadenbbusch,  second,  and  Burke,  fifth  regimen t« 
These  came  particularly   under  my  observation,  though  doubtlesi 
others  did  their  duty  as  nobly  and  bravely.,^  Here  one  piece  o^ 
Poague's,  I  regret  to  sinr,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  I  having  onj 
dered  it  to  ult  and  fire  on  *his  advancing  column^  where  it  w&i 


disibledy  aa,  shamn  in  Eoagae'g  report.  I  still  endeftTored  to  rMly 
tbe  remainder  of  this  force,  and  succeeded  in  getting  the  seventh 
lionisianay  under  Major  Penn,  tbe  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  both 
being  wounded,  and  fifth  regiment,  under  Funk.  I  placed  two  pieces 
of  Poague^B. battery  in  the  position  preriously  occupied  and  again 
openid  fire  on  thct  onemj,  he  naving  halted' in  his  advance.  A  sharp 
fire  from  the  wood  on  our  right  told  that  Gener^.l  Taylor's  and  Allen's. 
forces. were  engaged.  I  directed  the  Parrott  gun  on  the  enemy's  bat* 
tery,  which  was  now  turned  on  those  forces.  I  was  gratified  to  learn  . 
from  General  Taylor  that  this  fire  was  of  service  to  him.  The  enemy^ 
now  moved  to  his  left  flank,  apparently  to  surround  this  command  in 
the  woods;  Seeing  two  regiments' lyiqg  quietly  on  their  arms  to  the 
right,  lender  the  woods,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Garnett  to  order 
them  forward  rapidly,  to  press  the  janemy's  rear.  I  then  moved  for- 
ward the  artillery,  with  its  supports,  and  obtained  -a  far  better 
position.  ^  Captain  Chew  here^  reported  to  mo,  and  did  good  execution 
with  his  battery,  displaying  ^reat  sjkill  and  accuracy  in  his  'fire.  ^  I 
Boon  met  General  Jackson  and /eported  my  impressions  to  him,  and 
was  told  he  had  j)fdeted  up  other  troops.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett, 
forty-eighth  rQgiment,  came  up,  reporting  for  orders.  I  directed  him 
to  follow  the  ro^d  in  double-quick,,  pressing  the  enjemy  hotly  in  rear 

,  and  driving  *hin\  frpm  his  position.  Major  Holliday,  thirty-third 
rjegitn«nt,  xod9,up^  at  this  time,  and,,  through  him,  I  sent  orders  jto 
XIoloneUNe^ff  to  do  the  s^me. ,.  The  batteries  arriving,  I  continued  to 
advance  them  as  rapidly  as  possibloy  pouring  in  a  heavy  ^nd  well 
direotec^  fire  on  the  retreating  columns  of  the  eneaay,  who  were  now 
driven  from  the  field,  routed  at  every  point.  A  section  of  Captain 
Brockenbrough's  battery  joined  me  just  as  the  retreat  commenced 
and  was  ably  handled.  Tii^  roads  and  woods  were  shelled,  and  ^he 
en^my  scattered  in. every  dir^tion.     The  pursuit  was  continued  some 

-four  miles,  whea  I  met  General  Jackson,  who  was  in  advance,  and  by 
his  orders  halted  all  the  artillery,  except  two  pieces  of  Chew's  ]}at- 
tory.  The,enem.y  being  again  driven  from  their  ambuscade,  I  followed  . 
wifrh  my  command  to  a  point  ^ome  eight  or  nine  miles  below  Port  Re- 
public, wheiv  I  received  orders  to  return  and  camp  with  my  wagons, 
"which  order,  was  executed — rmy  advance  reaching  camp,  on  the  summit 

.  of  the  Blue  l^idge,  at  Brown's  gap,  at  midnight,  and  the  batteries  at 
daylight.  It  again  aifords  me  sincere  and  great  gratification  to  bear 
testimony  to.  the  courage,  gallantry,  fortitude  and  good  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command,  and  to  them  I  return  my  heart- 
felt thanks.  They  fought  gallantly  %nd  desperately,  as  our  holy  cause 
urged  them  to  do,  apd  though  temporarily  repulsed,  it  was  only  fi'om 

.  overwhelming  numbers.  Although  exposed  to  such  a  withering  fire,  ^ 
the  killed  are. few  in  number,  a  kind  Providence  having  guajded  many 
from  the  great  dangersto  which  they  ^ere  exposed,  Colonels  Allen 
and  Konald'wei^e  so  far  separated  from-me,  I  must  refer  to  their  re-' 
apective  repoirts  for  the  operation^  of  their  regiments.  To  my  staff. 
Captain  O'Brien^  lieutenants  Howard  and  Garnett,  I  tender  my  sin- 
•cere  thanks  for  their  assistance  in  transmitting  my  orders  to  different 
points,  (though  uudrfr  heavy  fire  frequently,  after  the-fightbiBcamo 
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genejrsl,  erer  ready  and  prompt.)  Tlie  oMoaliies  were :  two  effieers 
and  eleven  rank  and  file  killed*  six  olBScers  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  rank  and  file  wounded,  and  thirty-two  rank  and  file  missing, 
making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  The  strength  of  the 
brigade  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirteen  rank  and  file. 
For  detailed  accounts  of  the  afiair  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  xnports 
of  the  several  commanders,  herewith  transmitted. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

CHAELES  S.  WINDER, 
«  Brigadier  General  caiS,numdkig. 
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REPORT  OF  SECOND  BRIGADE  IN  THE  BATTLE  OP  »»h 

JUNE. 

•  •  '   •  . 

#  Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Y.  D.j    ) 

iJatrnp  near  Mount  Meridum,  June  Uth,  1862.  { 

Major  5.  L.  Dabkkt,  A.  G.,  V.  D.: 

Maior  :  In  obedieiic^  to  jovr  order,  I  ht^  leare  to  submit  to  joa 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  briga<)d  in  the  battle  of 
tke  9i&  instant  near  Port  RepobHc  : 

On  arriving*on  the  field  of  battle»  the  fiftj-second  regiment,  under 
lieRtenant  Colonel  Skinner,  was  ordered  to.  take  position  on  tife  left 
flank,  in  order  to  sapport  Oeaeral  Winder's  brigade,  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  The  forty^fourth  and  fifty-eighth,  under  my  com- 
mand, were  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  t&e 
road,  and  on  oor  right  flank  in  the  rear  of  General  Taylor's  brigade, 
which  was  thrown  forward  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  ofi*  the  most 
advanced  batteries  of  the  enemy.  We  were  ordered  to  support  Gen* 
eral  Taylor.  In  a  short  time  after  the  fifty-second  reached  tfaeir^po- 
sition  on  our  left  flank, .  General  Winder's  brigade  was  driven  back, 
and  tb^ -fifty-second,  advancing  to  their  support,  were  also  overpow- 
ered and  driven  back,  and  the  enemy  advanced.  Seeing  this,  General 
Ewell  ordered  my  brigade,  now  consisting  of  the  forty-fourth  and 
fifty-eighth,  to  charge  the  enemy  .diagonally  across  the'  field.  This 
they  did,  with  loud  cheers,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  but 
as  General  Ewell  was  with  the  brigade,  the  remafhder  of  the  battle*  I 
refer  jon  to  his  report  for  an  account  of  its  subsequent  operations. 

In  this  action.  Lieutenant  Walker^  of  company  £,  in  the  forty- 
fourth  regiment,  highly  distinguished  liimsclf  for  his  gallantry.  The 
fifty^eighth  had  four  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The  forty-fourth 
luMi  fifteen-killed  and  thirty-five  wounded,  nearly  one-half  of  those 
present  at  the  battle.  The  fifty-second  had  twelve  killed  and  sizty- 
i$ve  wounded,  and  seven  missing.  Amongst  those  were  Lieutenant 
ii.  W.  Seaford,  killed,  and  Captain  P.  Moore  and  Lieutenant  W. 
Ridgeway,  wounded,  in  the  fifty-eighth.  Lieutenant  Wm.  II.  Robert- 
eon,  killed,  and  Captain  John  T.  Martin,  Captain  Thomas  R.  Buck- 
ner,  and  Captain  John  S.  Anderson,  and  Lieutenant  Omohundro, 
Lieatenaot  James  H.  H*ughes,  wounded,  in  the  forty-fourth.  Cap- 
tain B.  T.  Walton,  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Lewis  Harman,  Lieutenant 
8.  Brown,-  Lieutenant  John  Hanna,  and  Lieutenant  James  White, 
wounded,  in  the  fifty-second.      • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

*       .  W.  C.  SCOTT, 

f  Commanding  Brigade.  . 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  TALIAFERRO  OF  OPERATIONS  ON 
8tm  and  9th  JUNE. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  V.-  D.,   €^ 
Gimp  near  Port  Republic,  Jutxe  13th,   1862.  J 


To  Major  R.  L.  Dabney,  A.  A.  G, :  . 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make' a  brief  report  of  the  operations 
.of  my  brigade  .on "the  8th  and  9th  instants. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  my  camp,  on  the  north.,  side  of  the 
Shenandoah,  was  disturbed  by  the  sound  of  artillery,  «lo8e  under  the 
hilIs1t)elow  us,  and  apparently  in  the  town  of  Port  Republic.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  brigade  to  be  formed,  and,  as  it  was  about  to  be 
formed  for  instruction,  the  regiments  were  speedily  in  line.  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  the  regiments  as  they  were  formed  to  the 
bridge,  which  was  done.  On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlook- 
ing the  town  and  river,  I  perceived  that  a  party  of  the  enemy,  con- 
sisting of  some  cavalry  and  two  field  pieces,  had  peiu?trated  the  town 
ani  that  a  piece  was  planted  at  the  mouth  of  the  bridge  commanding 
its  entrance,  and  the  whole  distance  through  it.,  I  found  Major  Gen- 
eral Jackson  on  the  hill,  in  person,  directing  the  fire  of  som^*of'  onr 
pieces,  and  he  ordered  me  to  charge  across  the  bridge,  capture  ttie* 
piece,  and  occupy  the  town.  We  were  exposed  \o  cpi^siderable  fire 
from  the  enemy's  guns  in  crossing  the  hill,  and  the  thirty -seventh  regi- 
ment lost  three  men  ;  but  that  regiment,  Col.  Fulkerson,  with  the  ut- 
most gallantry,  aftAr  delivering  a  firo,  chnrged  across  the  bridge^ 
captured  the  piece,  and  chafed  the  enemy  from  the  village,  killing 
and  capturing  several  of  them.  Had  I  known  the  topography,  we 
could  have  captured  most  of  tfie  enemy,  but  we  made  al  first  ror  the 
lower  ford,  which  I  supposed  was  the  only  one  leading  into  the  town. 
Lieutenant  Duncan,  of  the  thirty-seventh,  perceiving  the  enemy 
crossing  at  an  upper  ford,  promptly  detached  a  part  of  the  regiment, 
and  fired  upon  the  retreating  enemy  a;t  that  point,  but  not  in  time  to 
cut  them  off.  I  threw  the  tenth,  Colonel  Warren,  into  the  town,  and 
oceupied  with  that  and  the  thicty-seventh,  the  fords  near  the  town  ; 
placed  a  battery  (Carrington's)  on  the  hill  on  "the  west  side,  which 
commanded  the  upper  fords,  and  sent  thp  twenty-third  regiment 
to  protect  the  ford  near  Weyer's  cave.  In  the  meantime,  the  enemy's 
infantry,  which  had  advanced  toward  the  town,  was  driven  back  iy 
the  artillery  in  great  confusion.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  of  my 
brigade,  did  beautiful  service  from*  its  position  ;  the-  precision  and 
accuracy  of  its  fire,  %nd  the  terrible  execution  it  effected,  eliciting 
the  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  it  •  In  obedieSce  to  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  General,  I  occupied  the  townV  during  the  nighty 
"with  part  of  my  command,  and  was  ordered,  at  dawn  of  the  9th,  to  re- 
occupy  the  position  I  had  held  on  the  8th,  so  as  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Trimble  and  Col.  Patten's  brigades,  which  were  to  remain  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.     The  other  brigades  of  ^tl^ejE^rpiy  then  passed 
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me  to  attack  Shields'  troops  down  the  -Valley.  After  the  fight  had 
lasted  some  time,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  scene  of  action,  which 
-was  accomplished  by  my  men  with  wonderful  celerity.  I  came  up 
"with  th^  enemy  at  Lewis'  house,  and  found  them  posted  in  the  or- 
chard and  under  the  crest  of  a  hill.  General  Taylor's  Louisiana 
brigadA)CCQpied  the  hills  on  the  right  of  the  road,  from  which,  with 
extraordinary  gallantry,  they  had  driven  the  enemy,  captnrit^g  a  full 
battery.  At  this  point  I  could  perceive  that  the  en^my  were 
leaving'the  orchard  and  slowly  retreating  down  the  flat.  I  hurried 
vp  iny  command  as  rapidly  as  possible,  fired  upon  the  enemy,  who, 
after  delivering  two  volleys  at  us  from  an  'entire  regiment,  became 
demoralized,  broke,  and  fled.  We  pursued  them  ^even  miles  with  the 
infantry  and  capfared  between  three  and  four  hundred  I  do  not 
.  estimate'the  number  taken  by  other  troops.  Captain  Wooding's  bat- 
tery had,  during  this  time,  been  rendering  most  effective  service,  and 
the  effect  of  his  shot  was  remarkable.  By  direction  of  Major  Gene 
Tal  Jackson,  two  pieces  of  his  battery  were  pushed  forward,  and  pur- 
Bued  the  enemy  with  the  cavalry  for  many  miles  beyond  the  infantry, 
rendering,  under  the  eye  of  the  commanding  GenerAl,  the  most  effec- 
tive service. 

In  <:onelusion,  I  have  to  state  that  my  brigade  had  the  opportunity 
to  take  but  litle  part  in  the  glorious  victory  achieved  by  our  troops 
on  thisddy.  They  reached  the  battle-field  only  just  before  the  enemy 
retreated ;  were  bnder  fire  for  a  v.ery  short  time,  and  only  had  the 
satisfaction  of  securing  the  fruit  of  the  gallantry  of  others.  Never- 
tU^less,  I  trnst  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  refering  to  the  rapidity  wfth 
which  they  pressed  forw.ard  to  the  fight,  and  the  zeal  and  gallantry 
manifested  by  officers  and  men.  The  thirty-seventh  regiment,  Colo- 
nel Fulkerson,  was  in  front,  and  captured  most  of  the  prison  era 
Captain  Wood  and  Lieut.  Duncan,  of  that  regiment,  rendered  remarka- 
ble service,  and  Sergeant  Samuel  L.  Graf,  company  D,  thirty -seventh, 
actually  captured  at  one  time  a  Federal  captain  and  eleven  of  his 
met),  all  armod,  and  although  fired  upon  by  them,  seized  the  captain's 
sword  and  made  the  men  throw  down  theix:  arms. 

I  am  nnder  obligations  to  the  oflicers  of  my  staff,  Captain  Pen- 
dleton, A.  A.  G.  ;  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  A.  D.  C,  and  Major  Stan- 
ard,  brigade  commissary,  for  their  services  and  gallant  conduct.  _ 
Colonel  Fulkeirson,  in  the  advance,  managed  his  command  admirably, 
and  Colonel  Warren,  tenth- Virginia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter, 
twenty-third,  kept  their  commands  closed  np,  and  all  in  band  for 
,  actfon. 

I  haye  the  hoyor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

•  Your  obedient  setvant, 

'    •  WM.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Brigadier  General  commanding  Third  Brigade;  V,  D. 
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REPORT    OF    COLONEL    WALKER    OF    OPERATIONS  OF 
FOURTH.  BRIGAl)E.      ^ 

'   IlEAuquART£H8  FouRTii  Brigade,  Jttne  1 4^1 86 2. 
Major  James  BarbouRi  A,  A.  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  moyements  of  the  regiments  under 
ZDj  eommandy  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  the  present  month/: 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  General  Elzy  ordered  me  to  take  my 
own,  (thirteenth  Virginia,)  and  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment. 
Lieutenant  'Colonel  DnfFey  commanding,  and  proceed  to  the  right  of 
our  limes,  to  prevent  an  attempt;  to  turn  that  flank.  We  moved  by  the 
right  flank  unul  I  thought  we  were  on  the  enemy's  extreme  left*,  and  then 
sending  two  companies  forward,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Terrill,  as  skirmishers,  w^  advanced  in  line  across  the  cleared 
.  ground  and  through  the  wood  beyond,  without  encountering  the  €&:- 
emy.  When  the  skirmishers  reached  the  skirt  of  the  wood^  near 
Ever's  house,  ttfey  reported  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  close  at  hand. 
I  halted  my  command,  and,  going  foward  to  reconnoitre,  found  alarge 
force  of  infantry,  probably  a  brigade^  and  a  battery  in  a  wheat  field, 
about  four  hundred,  yards  from  our  |^osition.  Finding  myself  en- 
tirely separated  from  our  troops  on  tho  left,  and  perceiving  the  en<» 
emy  were  moving  a  regiment  through  the  woods  to  our  right,  I  deemed 
it  best  to  withdraw  to  tho  woods  and  await  the  coming  of  other  troops. 
I'did  so,  and  encountered  General  Trimble's  brigade  advancingibn 
our  left.  General  Trimble  informed  me  that  he  was  going  forwara  to 
charge  the  enemy's  battery,  and  directed  kne  to  advanbe  on  his  right. 
<Thi8  I  did,  again  sending  Colonel  Terrill  forward  with  skirmishers. 
He  soon  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  that  had  followed  us 
into  tho  woods.  After  a  bri%f  but  active  skirmish,  they  were  driven 
back,  with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  wounded;  among  the  latter, 
an  aid  of  General  Blenker.  We  again  moved  forward  under  cov-er 
of  Ever's  house  and  barn,  until  ordered  by  General  Trimble  to  move 
more  to  the  right,  so  as  to  leave  the  barn  and  house  on  my  left  In 
moving  by  the  right  flank  to  gain  this  position,*  we  received  a  heavy- 
volley  of  musketry,  from  a  Yankee  force  on  our  left,  which  wounded 
several  of  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  and  almost  at  the  snme 
instant,  the  right  of  the  thirteenth  regiment  came  into  full 'view  of  a 
battery  of  three  pieces,  supported  by  .three  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  not  more  than  four  hundred  yards  in  front.  The  battery  opened 
a  well  directed  and  heavy  fire  with  grape,  whi<;Ji,  owing  to  the  unex* 
pected  nature  of  thtf  attack',  caused  some  confusion  ;•  but  order  having 
been  restored,  the  troops  advanced  steadily  to  the  front,  to  a  fence 
fifty  yards  further  in  advance.  Finding  General  Trimble's  brigade 
was  detained  by  a  force  on  our  left,  I  ordered  thb  men  to  lie  down 
and  fire,  this  they  did  with  such  effect  as  to  twice  drive  t*he  enemy 
from  one  of  their  guns.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  galling,  and  see- 
ing no  further  good  could  be  accomplished  by  remaining  longer  in  my 
position,  I  moved  again  by  the  right  flank  to  the  cover  of  a  wood  and 
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halted.     About  thia  time  the  'enemy  fell  back,  and  I  was  ordered  to 
remain  in  my  position,  /* 

About  sundown^  I  ifas  oirected^bj  General  Trimble,  to  ^oin  him 
on  the  left,  which  I  did,  and  remained  with  his.  brigade  until  ordered 
back  to  camp,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  men  and  officers  of 
both  raiments  were  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  for  a  few  moments,  and 
behared  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

For  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  and  ihirty<> 
fir^t  Virginia  volunteers  on  the  8th,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to  the 
report  of  the  commanders  of  the  respective  regiments,  marked  A 
and  B. 

Lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  will  be  found  enclosed  for  each  re* 
giment.    -  ^ 

The  r^ort  from  Baines'  battery  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  received. 

On  the  9th,  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  fourth  brigade,  Gene- 
ral Ehsey  having  been  wounded  on  th^  preceding  day.  After  cross- 
ing the  river,  I  reputed  to  Major  General  Jackson,  who  ordered  me 
to  send  one  regiment  and  my  battery  (Raines")  to  support  General 
Winder.  I  detached  the  thirty-first  Virginia  regiment,  under  coni- 
mand  of  Colonel  Hoffman,  for  this  purpose,  and  saw  no  a;ore  of  the 
regiment. or  battery  during  th^.day.  The  accompanying  report, 
marked  C^  of 'Colonel  Hoffman,' will  show  the  operations  of  his  regi- 
ment, which,  I  regret  to  say,  was  badly  cut  up,  being  placed  in  a  very 
exposed  position  for  some  time.  With  the  entire  remaining  regiments, 
thirteenth,  twenty-fifth  Virginia,  and  tenth  Georgia,*!  was  ordered  to 
follow  General  Taylor's  brigade.  I  attempted  to  do- this,  but  having 
no  guide,  imd  being  totally  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  wo  became  entangled  in  th^  thick  undergrowth,  and  made 
slow  progress  until  wo  arrived  at  a  precipice,  so.  matted  and  grown 
over  with  laurel  and  ivy,  that  we  could  advance  no  further  in  that  di- 
rection. I  then  marched  back  and  around  the  end  of  the  bluff,  and 
pushed  forward  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
right ;.  but  juet  as  we  came  in  sight  of  General  Taylor's  brigade,  he 
had  succeeded  in  taking  the  enemy's  battery,  and  we  were  left  no 
part  but  to  follow  the  retiring  foe,  which  we  did,  until  ordered  back. 
«    Jhe  total  casualties  in  the  four  infantry  regiments  were  : 

On  the  8th  instant,  five  killed,,  sixty-twp  wounded;  total,  sixty- 
aeven. 

On  the  9th  'instant,  fifteen  killed,  eighty  wounded  and  four  miss- 
ing ;  totaU  ninety-nine. 

Aggregate,  twenty  killed,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  wounded  and 
fpur  missing  ;  total,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

In  Raines'  battery,  there  were  two  killed,  and  seven  wounded ; 
eighteen  horses  killed  or  disabled. 

Lists  of  the  casualties  in  each  regiment  are  herewith  appended. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  « 

J.  A.  WALKER, 
(Mfmd  LSiA  Fa.  volunkerSy  commanding  4th  brigade. 
Official :        ' 

G.  Caupbiox  Baowir/^.  j1.  G.,  third  divisi<m.         ^  •       i  * 

*        .  Digitized  by  LiOOgle 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  TRIMBLE*  OF  BATTLES  OF  JUNE 
8th  and* 9th,   1862.  '* 
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Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade',      } 
Browris  Gap,  June  1 1,  1862.  \ 

Major  J.  H.  Barbour, -4. .-4.  General: 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Major  General  Ewell,  I  send  a 
-stateraent  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  on  the  ttth  and  9th  instants, 
in  the  battle  of  Cross- Keys. 

At  your  request  I  rode  forward  with  you,  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  at  about  ten  o'clock,  to  examine  the  ground  most  desirable  for 
defence.  It  was  decided  to  post  my  artillery  {Courtnay'«  battery,)  on 
the  hill  to  the  south  of  the  small  stream,  and  inynediately  on  the  left 
(^f  road  from  Union  Church  to  Port  Republic.  You  directed  ray  bri- 
gade to  take  the  right  of  our  line  of  defence,  tfnd  occupy  the  pine  hill 
to  the  eaat  of  the  road  and  the  battery,  but  somewhat  retired  from  the 
front,  in  echelon  position.  Previous  to  assigning  my  brigade  its 
position  in  line  of  battle,  1  rode  forward  in  front  and*  to  the  right, 
about  half  a  mile,  and  examined  a  wooded  hill  running  nearly  parallel 
to  our  line  of  battle.  Finding  this  position  advantageous,  with  its 
left  in  view  an<f  protected  by  my  artillery,  and  its  right  by  a  ravine 
and  densely  wooded  hill.  I  at  once  occupied  this  position  with  two 
regiments,  (the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  Georgia,)  about 
half  past  ten  o'clock,  leaving  th.e  twenty-first  North  Carolina  with  the 
battery  to  protect  it.  Colonel  Canty,  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  by 
General  EwelPs  order,  had  been  loft  on  picket  at  Union  Church,  one 
mile  in  advance.  This  regiment  was  the  first  engaged,  resisting  the 
enemy's  advance  by  a  destructive  fire  from  the  church,  the  graveyard 
and  the  woods.  Their  force  was  checked,  and  they  did  not  pursue 
the  regiment,  which  soon  after  retired,  finding  itself  outflanked  on 
right  and  left,  and  narro^Yly  escaped  bei-ng  entirely  cut  off,  from  the 
failure  of  cavalry  picket  to  do  their  duty.  Colonel  Courtnay's  9wi\ 
pickets,  thrown  out  as  a  precaution,  though  told  the  cavalry  was  on 
that  duty,  alone  saved  the  regiment.  In  retreating  in  good  order,  he 
passed  the  enemy's  flanking  forces  on  the  right  and  left,  within  long 
gunshot  range,  and'succeeded  in  reaching  my  position  with  trifling 
loss.  Colonel  Canty  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  two  regiments 
before  named.  • 

Half  an  hour  later,  the  enemy  were  seen. to  advance^  with  General 
Blenker's  old  brigade  among  the  regiments,  ^s  prisoners  informed  m«y 
the  eighth  New  York  and  Bucktail  rifles,  from  Pennsylvania,  driving 
in  our  pfckets  before  a  heavy  fire.  I  ordered  the  three  regiments  *to 
rest  quietly  in  the  edge  of  an  opeQ  wood,  until  the*  enemy,  who  were 
advancing  in  regular  order  across  the  field  and  hollow,*  should  come 
within  fifty  steps  of  our  line ;  the  order  was  mainly  ob^rved,  and  as 
*the  eneniy  appeared  above  the  crest  iof  th%  hill,  a  dayidly  fire  was  de- 
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livered  along  onr  wkole  front,  keginniag  on  the  right,  dropping  the 
deladed  yictims  of  northern  fanaticism  and  misrule  by  scores.  The 
repulse  of  the  enemy  was  complete,  followed  by  an  tdvance,  ordered 
by  me,  in  pursuit.  As  the  enemy's  rear  regiments  had  halted  in  tin* 
irood  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  I  deemed  it  pradent,  after  the 
field  in^our  front  h'^sid  been  cleared,  to  resnme  oar  position  on  the  hill 
f&nd  await  their  farther  advance.  Remaining  in  our  position  some 
fifteen  minutes,  and  finding  the  enemy  not  disposed  to  renew  the  pen- 
test,  and  observing  from  its  fire,  a  battery  on  the  enemy's  left,  half  a 
mile  in  advance  of  us,  I  promptly  decided  to  make  a  move  from  our 
right  flank,  and  try  to.  capture  the  battery,  as  I  reported  at  the  time 
to  General  Ewell,  who  at.this  stage  of  tiie  action,  sent  to  know  our 
success,  and  to  ask  if  I  wanted  reinforcements  ;  to  which  I  replied, 
'*I  had  driven  back  the  enem^',  wanted  no  aid,  but  thought  I  could 
take  their  battery,  and  was  moving  for  that  purpose." 

I  accordiz^ly,  in  person,  moved  the  fifteenth  Alabama  to  the  right 
along  a  ravine,  and,  unperceived,  got  upoq  the  enemy's  left  flank  and 
in  bis  rear.  Marching  up  in  fine  order,  as  on  drill,  I  had,  on  leaving 
ihi9  regiment,  ordered  the  other  two  to  advance  rapidly  in  front 
«8  soon  as  they  heard  I  was  hoUy  engaged  with  the  enemy.  These 
regiments,  before  the  order  was  executed,  stocd  calmly  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  the  enemy's , artillery  directed,  at  the  woods.  The  fifteenth 
Alabama,  completely  surprised  the  forces  in  their  front,  (the  enemy's 
left  flank,)  and  drove  tliem,  by  a  heavy  fire,  hotly  returned,  from  be- 
hind logs  and  trees,,  along  the  wood  to  the  westward.  Meantime  thi 
twenty-first  Geoi^iik  and^eixteenth  Mississippi,  moved  across  the  field, 
and  fell  in  with  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's,  brigade,  which  hn^'re- 
formed  in  t.je  woods  to  our  left,  and  delivered  a  galling  fire  upon  the 
sixteenth  Mississippi,  which  omitted  to  turn  up  the  woods,  to  its  left, 
after  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  thus  exposing  its  men  lo  enfilading 
firc.^  Colonel  Mercer,  of  the  twenty-first  Georgia,  came  to  their  timely 
rescue,  and  bothlsoon  gallantly  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods, 
killing  and  wounding  large  numbers. 

On  marching  to  the  right  flank,  with  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  I  found 
parts  of  th^  thirteenth  and  twenty- fifth  Virginia  regiments,  under 
command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  Elzey's  brigade,  had  been 
ordered  to  my  support,  by  General  Ewell,  I  ordered  Colonel  Walker 
to  move  on  my  right  through  the  woods,  and  advance  on  the  enemy 
in  line  of  battle  perpendicularly  to  his  line,  and  in«rear  of  the  battery. 
Unluckily,  as  the  woo^s  tended  to,  his  right,  he  marched  directly  on, 
fell  in  with  my  regiment,  (fifteenth  Alabama,)  and  lost  time  by  having 
to  move  by  the  flank,  to  regain  his  position.  In  doing  this,  he  Was 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  battery,  which  turned  its  fire  on  him  with 
galling  effectj  compelling  a  resort  to  the  woods.  At  ibis  time  the 
right  wing  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama  had  advanced,  unperceived,  under 
ay  direction  to  Within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  there  play- 
ing  rapidly  over*their  heads,  on  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Vir- 
ginia. Perceiving  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  Georgia 
had  advancecl,  I  gaVe  orders  to  charge  the  battery.  Upon  reaching  the 
:op  of  the  hill,  I  found  it  hud  limbered  up,  arict  rapidly  retired ;  having 
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lost  several  horses  by  our  fire. '  Fve  minutes  gain  in  time,  would  have 
captured  the  guns.  This  was  lost  by  the  Mississippi  regiment  in  mis- 
construing my  orfers.- 

Another  brigade  of  the   enemy  supported  the  battery  two  hundred 
yards  to  its  left.     Our  right  advanced  into  the  open  ground,  and  at 
the  time  the  Alabama  and  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia 
reached  their  positions,  this  force  was  driven  back  by  their  ttBited 
action,  and  retired  with  their  battery.     After  some  minutes  brisk  fire 
by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  their  entire  left  wing  retreated  to  their 
first  position,  near  Union  Church,  on  the  Kisseltown  road.     At  this- 
time.  General  Taylor  with  his  brigade  joined  me.     He  had  previously 
been  ordered  to  my  support,  and  I  had  directed  him  to  march  up  in 
the  open  ground,  between  the  woods, .but lie  passed  too  far  to  the  right, 
and  lost  time  by  falling  in  behind  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Yir* 
ginia  regiments.   I  called  General  Taylor  to  an  interview,  on  an  emi- 
nence in  view  of  the  enemy,  then  a  mile  distant,  where  a  battery  with, 
an  infantry  force,  of  what  .strength  we  could  not  discover,  was  in 
sight.     I  proposed  to  move  forward  and   renew  the  fight.     General 
Taylor's  reply  was  that  **we  could  soon  wipe  out  that  force,  if  it  would 
do  any  good,"  but  proposed  to  return,  bis  brigade  to  camp  as  he  had 
that  morning  marched  rapidly  to  Port  Republic  and  returned,  and  his 
men  needed  rest  and  food.     I  replied  that  we  had  better  attack  the 
enemy ;  but  as  he  did  not  agree  with  me,  and'as  I  at  that  time  under- 
stood that  he  was  sent  to  aid  me  in  the  contest  which  was  then  ended, 
I  did  not  insist  on  his  remaining.     He  left  me  about  four,  P.  M.     I 
thcp  disposed  the  three  regiments   in  the  wood^  in  regular  order, 
about  one  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  enemy,  with  skirmishers  in 
front  and  on  the  flank,  sending  word  to  General  Ewell  thaf  the  enemy 
had  been  repulsed  on  our  right,  and  that  I  awaited  orders. 

About  h«rif  an  hour  after  General  Taylor  left,  Major  Barbour  came 
to  me,  with  orders  from  General  Ewell,-  **to  move  to  the  front,"  .and 
that  a  force  would  be  sent  forward  on  the  enemy's  right  to  make  a 
combined  attack  before  night.     It  was  too  late  to  recall  General  Tay- 
lor.    I  mov^d  through  the  woods  and  halted  in  line,  five  hundred, 
yards  from  the- enemy's  front,  (displayed  along  the  Kisseltown  road,) 
prepared  to  attack  him  as  soon  as  I  could  hear  from  their  fire,  that 
our  force  on  his  flank  was  engaged.     I  waited  half  an  hour  without 
any  intimation  of  this  attack,  and  sent  a  courier  to  General  Ewell,  to 
•gay  I  awaited  the  Aovement  on  our  left.     Half  an  hour  afterwards,! 
sent  another  courier  with  the' same  message,  angl,  soon  after,  Lieuten- 
ant Lee,  of  my  staff,  to   say  that  if  the  attack  was  made  on   their 
flank,  tt>  divert  their  attention  from  my  movement,  I  thought  I  could 
overpower  the  enemy- in  front,  but  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  do 
so  alone,  as  I  pould  plainly  see  three  batteries  of  the  enemy  all  able 
to  bear  on  our  force,  as  we  should'  advance  across  the  opey  fields,  and 
what  I  estimated  at  five  brigades  of  infantry.     I  waited  in  suspense 
antil  after  dark,  saw  the  enemy  go  ijito  camp,  light  their  fires,  dravr 
rations,  and  otherwise  dispose  themselves  for  the  night,  evidently  act 
expecting  any  further  attack.     I  then  sought  General  Ewell,  to  re- 
eommend  k  night  i^tti^ck,  abd  found  he  had  gone  to  report  to  General 
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JaekBon.  Brfore  le&Ting,  I  was  stronglj  tempted  to  make  th«  a4- 
vance  alone,  at  night,  and  ehjoufd  have  done  eo,  had  t  not  felt  it  a. 
duty  to  secure  complete  success  by  waiting  for  the  combined  attack 
before  allu4ed  to,  and  having  some  scruples  in  regard  to  a  possible 
failure  if  acting  alone,  which  might  have  thwarted  the  plans  of  the 
commanding  Greneral,  whose  success  the  day  after  would  be  seriously 
jeopardized  by  even  a  partial  r.everse,  after  the  fortunate  results  of  the 
day.  •!  regretted  that  I. had  not  detained  Geheral  ^'aylor  uatil  Major 
Barbour  reached  me,  as,  with  his  brigade  and  my  own,  the  result 
wouM  have  been  reasonably  certain,  without  consulting  General 
Ewell.  '  Finally,  convinced  that  we  icould  make  a  successful  night  at- 
tack, and  capture  or  disperse  General  Fremont's  entire  force,  oer-. 
tainly  all  his  artillery,  I  awaited  General  EwelPs  return,  and  then 
urged  more  than  ever  the  attack,  and  begged  him  to  go  with  me,. and 
''see  how  easy  it  was."  .  He  said  he  could  not  take  the  responsibility, 
and'  if  it  was  to  be  done,  I  would  have  to  see  General  Jackson.  I 
accordingly  rode  seven  miles  to  see  him,  obtained  his.  consent  to  have. 
Colonel  Patton's  battalion  co-operate  witli  me,  and  his  directions  ^  te.. 
consult  General  Ewellj  and  be  guided  by  him.  On  returning  to  Gen- 
eral Ewell  with  this  permission,  he  declined  taking  the  responeibility. 
which  he  said  thus  rested  on  him,  and'  continued,  with  General  Tay- 
lor, to  oppose  it' against  my  urgent  entreaties  to  be  permitted  to  make 
the  attack  alone,  with  my  brigade.  He  only  replied,  ''  You  havo 
done' well  enougff  for  one  day,  and  even  a  partial  reverse  would  in- 
terfere with  General  Jackapn's  plans  for  the  next  day."  I  replied 
that,  **we  should  have  the  army  of  Fremont  pressing  us  to-morrow, 
if  not  driven  off,  and  that  we  had  better  fig^t  one  army  .at  a'time.^* 
So  ended  the  .matter.  My  regiments  remained  under  arms  all  night, 
and  I  mioved  to  camp  at  daybreak  with  reluctance. 

Having  received  orders  to  retard  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  |)ie 
Port  Republic  road,''on  the  9tb,  I  took  up  our  old  position,  and  re- 
mained until  nine  o'clock,  when,  being  without  artillery,  and  finding, 
the  enemy  had  placed  a  battery  to  drive  us  out  of  the  wood,  where 
they  had  sustained  so  iataT  a  repulse  the  day  before,  I  slowly  retired 
•towards  Port  Republic.  Receiving  from  General' Jackson  two  mes- 
'  sages,  in  quick  succession,  to  hasten  to  the  battle-field,  where  he  had  ' 
engaged  General  Shields'  army,  I  marched  rapidly  to  obey  this  ordei^, 
crossed  the  bridge,  burned  it  just  before  the  enemy  appeared,  and 
reached  the  field  after  the  contest  had  b^ea  decided  ia  our  £avor.  To 
sum  up  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  I  may  state  that  our  handaome 
auccess  on  the  right  Was^ue  to  ];he  judicious  position  selected,  as  well 
as  to  the  game  spirit  and  ei^gemess  of  the  men.  The  flank  move-r 
ment  to  the  right,  totally  unexpected  by  the  enemy,  and  handsomely 
carried'^Qut  by  Colonel  Gantey,  completed  oar  success,  and  although 
we  failed  to  take  their  battery,  it  was  not  attributable  to  unskillful 
manoeuvering,  but  t^  one  of  those  accidents  which  often  decide  the  re*, 
suit  of  battles  and  partial  engagements.' 

To  the  bearing  of  all  the  officers — dismounted  by  my  order,  ezoepi 
myself  and  staff — and* the  men,  I  give  moat  favorable  testimony;  and 
cannot  withhold  my  highest  admiration  of  their  gallant  conduet  and  . 
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$116  discipline,  and  after  tlie  contest  an  yoa  witnesBod,  everj  rogU 
ment  was  in  line,  as  composed  as  if  they  had  been  on  drill. 

The  prisoners  and  -w^cunded  say  two  brigades  were  opposed  to  ub, 
(General  Blenker's  old  brigade,  now  Stahl's,  and  Genertl  Train's, 
with  reserves,  probably  not  less  than  six  to  seven  thousand  men,  one 
regiment  having  brought  eight  hundred  men  on  the  fiold,5  with  two 
^atteries  of  artillery.  My  three  regiments,  counting  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-eigl\t  men' and  officers,  repulsed  the  brigade  of  Blanker 
three  times;  and  one  hour  after,  with  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth 
Virginia  regiments,  whose  conduct,  while  observed  by  me,  was  cha- 
racterized by  steadiness  and  gallalitry,  the  other  brigade  of'  the  en- 
-epay*  with  their  battery,  was  driven  from  the  field,  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  first  scene  of  the  contest: 

On  the  ground  where  we  first  opened  fire,  two  hundred  and  ninety 
of  the  enemy  were  left  dead.  I  think  a  .moderate  estimate  would 
place  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  on  their  left  wing  at  sev- 
enteen hundred  and  forty.  Prisoners  said  that  the  famous  eighth 
Ne*^  York  regiment  and  Bucktails,  whose  gallantry  deserved  a  better 
fate,  were  entirely  cut  to  pieces;  their  flag  was  left  on  the  field,  and 
secured  by  the  twenty-first  Georgia. 

Of  the  heroic  conduct  of' the'  officers  and  men  of  Courtnay's  bat- 
tery, commanded  by  Captain  Courtnay,  with  Lieutenant  Latimer  as 
first  Lieutenant,  in  holding  their  positJQn  under  the  incessant  fire  of 
four  batteries  at  one  time,  1  cannot  speak  in  terms"  which  would  do 
them  full  justice'.  The  fact  that  they  stood  bravely  up  to  their  work 
for  over  five  hours,  exhausted  all  their  shot  and  shell  and  continued 
their  fife  wjth  canister  t.o  the  end  of  the  battle,  speaks  more  in  their 
favor,  than  the  most  labored, panegyric.  The  admirable  position  se- 
lected for  the  battery  alone  saved  it  from  total  destruction,  if  a  special 
Providence  did  not  guard  it  from  harm 

The  twenty-first  North  .Carolina,  left  to  support  this  battery,  was 
exposed  to  the  effect  of  the  terrific  fire,  l^ut  under  cover  cf  the  hill, 
happily  escaped  with  few  casualties.  When  thebattery  was  threatened 
with  an  infantry  force,  this  regiment  was  called  and  readily  took  it> 
position  to  repel  the  enemy's  attack^  and  stood  modestly  ready  to  dv> 
^  its  duty,  as  gallantly  as  heretofore.  To  Colonel  Mercer,  for  his  judi- 
cious movements  during  the  day,  and  to  Colonel  Canty,  for  his  skill- 
ful retreat  from  picket  and  prompt  flank  manouvre^  I  think  special 
praise  is  due,  as. well  as  to  my  staff,  Captain  Hall  and  Lieutenants 
McKim  and  Lee,  for  the  promptness  and  coolness  displayed  in  con- 
veying orders.  I  would  also  call  the  .attention  Of  the  Major  General 
to  the  services  performed  on  this  occasiop  and  previously^  by  Captain 
Brown,  of  company  A,  sixteenth  Mississippi,  who,  with  portions  of 
his  company,  has  within  the  last  few  weeks,  killed  twelve  of  the  enemy, 
captured  sixty-fonr  yrith  their  arms,  and  some  twenty-five  horses  with 
their  equipments ;  and  to  the  conspicious  gallantvy  of  private  Long, 
of  company  B,  twenty -first  Georgia,  who,  while  acting  as  skirmisher 
oil  the  8th  instant,  brought  in  t^n  prisoners,  five  {5)  with  their  arms, 
captuVed  at  one  time,  and  shot  an  officer  of  General  Fremont's  Btaflf, 
obtaining  from  him  the  enemy's  order  of  march,  herewith  enclosed^ 
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from  irlddt  it  appears  tliey  Hia^on  thofi^ldfcven  brigades  ofinfaatrj, 
besides  cavalry  and  artillery.  • 

It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  ihe  brave  men  of  my  comraand 
to  say  that  this.battle  was  f^nght  by  their  infantry  and  artillery,  in 
fact,  alone.  Colonel  Walkers  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia 
regiments  aided  in  the  last  repulse.  General^  Taylor's  brigade,  not 
having  been  engaged  or  seen  by  the  enemy.  Tne  infantry,  under 
Brigadier  Generw  Stewart,  on  the  left  of  the  linef  encountered  at  no 
time  of  the  day,  more  than  th^  enemy's  skirmishers,  as  they  made  no 
demonstration  on  our  left.  The  battery  of  General  Stewart  was  in  ' 
the  early  part  of  the  fight,  but  was  wil^drawn  after  a  severe  loss  of 
horses,  leaving  Captain  Courtnay's  battery  to  contend  singly  with 
four  batteries  of  the  enettiy.     Herewith  I  hand  a  list  of  the  killed  and 

wounded. 

•  .  • 

lAti  iif  kilkdand  fedunied, — Twenty-five  killed,  twenty-five  wounded 
and  four  nussing^  not  ineluding  Qolonel  Walker's  loss,  which  Was 
small.  The  names  of  the  offieers  killed  and  wounded  are.  not  tiore 
given. 

Very  reiq[Metfolly, 
6  ^  R.  TRIMBLB,  Brigadier  Generul. 


•  ,-•'•'  ^        i/''.  9  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  TAYLOR  OF  BATTLES  OF  Sth 

AND  9th  ^UNE,  1862. 

i  Headquarters  Eighth  BRiOi^DB,  > 

.  .    ,  Jtmt  ilth,  1863.         S 

jTo  Major  Babbour, 

A.  A,   General^  Third  Division: 

Major  :  1  hare  the  honor  to  eubmit  thcr  following  report  of  the 
eighth  brigade,  as  connected  with  the  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  in- 
stants : 

On  th^nsorning  of  the  8thy  I  received  orders  to  march  the  brigade 
to  Port  Republic  to  assist  in  repelling  the  attack  comuienced  on  the 
bridga.  at  that  point  by  Shietlds'  forces.  When  within  'a  mile  and  a 
half  lof  the  bridge,  the  colamn- was.  halted  by  order  of  Major  GeneraL 
Jackson,  to  await  further  orders.  These  were  shortly  rec^ved,  in 
'  effect,  to  return  to  the  froat  and  act  aj6  a  reserve  to  the  troops  (iien 
engaged  against  Fremont.  Here  the.. brigade  became  separated ;  two 
regiments — the  seventh  and  eighth  Louisiana-x-being  ordered  by  Major 
General  Swell  to  the  support  of  a  bs^ttery  in  the  centre  or  on  the  k»ft 
of  our  line,  while  1  marched  the  remaihingtwo  r^gimepta  and  Wheat's 
battalion  to  the  right,  to  support  General  Trimble's  J>r1gade,  tiiea 
much  pressed*  ?rhe  display  of  f%r'ce  caused  the  dbemy  to  retire  stilL 
futther-'from  the  position,  to  which  he.had  been  driven  by.4he«vigbr- 
one  charge .  of  Trimble's  cannoneers.  The  brigade,  though  not  ac- 
tually in  action,  on  this  d^y,  wes  much  exposed  tp  the  enemy's  shell, 
an(L|uafered  a  lossof  one  private  killed,  one  officer,  (Captain  Ore»n, 
seventh  Louieiana,)  and  seven  privates  and  non-peduaissioned  oflcera 
wounded.    .  .         .      : 

On  the  9th,  I  marched  from  eas»p,  near  Donkard's  church,  accord- 
ing to  orders,  at  daylight,. and  proceeded  acnoss  Port  Republic  bridge 
to  the  Aald,  where  General  Winder's  troops  lia<i^  already  engfiged  the 
enemy.  Here  I*ieeeived  orders  &om  the  Major  General  command- 
ing  to  leaxe  oae  raiment  near  the  position  then  .occupied  by  himself^ 
and,  with  the  main  body^  tamake  a  detour  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose 
of.  checking  a  formidable  battery  planted  in  that  locality.  The  nature 
of  the  .ground  over  which  we  passed  necessarily  rendered  our  progresa 
slow.  On  ceachiqg  the  position  indicated  the  charge  was  made,  and 
the  battery,  consisting  of  six  guns,  foil  into  our  hands,  after  an  ob- 
stinate resistance  on  the  ^  part  of  its  supporters,  qur  troops  being  at 
the  same  time  subjected  to  a  most  destructive  hre  from  the  enemy's  • 
sharpshooters,  posted  in  a  wood  aboye  the  battery, .  After  holding 
the  battery,  for  a  short  time,  a  fresh  brigade  of  tly  enemy's  troops » 
moving  from  their  position,  on  my  left  flank,  and  where  they  bad 
been  fronting  thejtroops  of  Winder's  brigade,  .mad^  a  determined  and 
well-conducted  advance  upon  us,  accompanied  by  a  galling  fire  of 
^Ulster  from  a  piece  suddenly  hroaght  into  position,  at  a  distance  of 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards.     Under  this  ccftabincdi  attack, 
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ny  c<fmB«iid  fill  back  to  the  skirts  cf  tli«  wood,  M^r  which  die  cap- 
tured htttery  wM  stptio&cd,  aad  fn>^  this  poiat  co^&UBUcd  theiz:  fire 
apon  the  adyancing'enemj/who  succeeded  ia  reclaiming  only  one 
fan,  irhich  bo  carried  off,  leaying  both  caisson  and  limber.  At  this 
moment  ovr  batteries  in  my  rear  opened  fire,  and  reinforcements 
coning  Qjf^  led  by  MajorOeneral  Ewell,  the  battle  was  decided  in  oar 
fayor«  and  the  enemy  precipitately  fled.  The  seventh  regiment.  Col- 
onel Hays,  being  tlie  regiment  left  in  the  front  by  order  of  Oener&I 
Jackson,  was  meanwhile  engaged  in  another  portion  of  the  field,  and 
suffered  heavy  loss.  •  The  gans  captured  by  the  brigade  were  fire  in 
Kmnber,  and  one  other — -'a  brass  twelve-pound  howitser — was  after- 
wards discoif^red,  deserted  in  the  woods  near  the  Brown's  Oap  road, 
by  Lientenant  Dushene,  quartermaster  of  Wheat's  battalion,  and  by 
bim  brought  6ff.  -"    ■ 

*  7k0  lovs  of  the  brigade  on.  this  day  was  aei  follows  :  . 
^  KSIed.^-Stxtbr  Louisiana   regiment,    Jjieutenant   JJ  H.  Didlako ; 
seveftth 'Louisiana,  Lieutenant  A.'  Q.    Moore  ;  ninth  Louisiana,  Wm. 
A;  Meigell. 

'  Wo«nded. — Colonel  H;  T.  Bays,  sevefely,  but  not  dangerously,  in 
the 'shonlder ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  G:  9b  Chorseul,  in  th6  breast. 
Eighth  Louisiana,  Captain  hh  'Crandell^  slightly.  Sixth  Louisiana, 
Lieciettattt  James  O.  Mnrtin,  slightly  f  Lientenant  Fnrrar,  slightly. 
SeiHeotb  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Pendorgast;  Lieuteilarft  W.  C.  Divin, 
known  tn*  be  wonndlbd  and  Still  ciissing;  Lieutenant  J:  M.  Brooks. 
Bighth:  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Riind(^pVs^^^«ly  ;  Lieutenant  L.  P. 
Wren,  severely  and  missing  ;'  Lieut.  R.  Montgomery,  slightly.  Wheat's 
battalion,  Lieutenant  John  Coylc';  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Kinley;  Lieut. 
McOvrthj ;  Adjatant  B.  PatnaA,  severely ;  Lieutenant  E  H.  Oock- 
rofe,  severely.  Twenty-nhx^  .Aon-commissioned  officers  and  priv^tefu 
bilied,-  two  hundred  Mid  forty  Wounded,  and  nine  missing. 

Recapitulation  for  the  two  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  instants  .. 

Officers,  fbtir  killed  ;  serenteen  wi»unded.  Non^-commissioned  offi- 
cers send  privates, ' thirty  killed;  two*  hundred  and  forty-seren 
wonniled:  '  ilissicg,  §in&  privates.  Entire^  loss  of  the  brigade  im 
ktllcfi,  weanded;  amd  missing,  three  feundred  and  seven.* 

The  above  record  is  a  mete  Statement  effects;  but  no  language  can 
ad^uartdy  describe  the  gallant  conduct  of  the.  eighth  brigade  in  the 
action  of  the  9th  instant.  Disordered  by  th^  rapidity  of  their  charge 
through  a  dense  thicket,  making  the  charge  itself  just  as  the  loud 
cheers  ol  the  enemy  proclaimed 'his  success  m  another  part  of  the 
field,  assailed  by  »  superior  force  in  the  front  and  on  the  flanks,  withr 
two  batteries  in  peeition  wtthin.point  blank  range,  nobly  did  the  sons-' 
of  Lottiaian^  saattfii^  the  reputation  of  th^ir  State^  Three  times  was ' 
the  captured4Mtttety  lost  and  won,  the  enemy  fighting  with  great  de* 
termination.  Gblof el  Seymour,  Of  the  sixth  Louisiann,  and  Major 
Whcdf,  of  the  battalion,%on  the  left;  Colonel  Stafford;  of  the  ninths 
in  the<;entre»  and  Colonel  Kelley,  of  the  eighth,  on  the  right — all^ 
acted  with  the  most  determined  gallantry,  and  were  as  gallantly  sup*'' 
ported  by  their  officers  and  men.  Members  of  each  of  the  regiments 
engaged  in  the  charge  were  found  dend  nnder  the  gnns  of  ^ms  cwtored; 
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battery.  Csptah  Sitrget,  A«  A.  Genarftl^  distisgokksi  kianeif 
gKftdy  attd  i^ndertd  tiie  aa^Nii  iapottMit 'mttIm  on  tba  leika  lieti- 
tenant  Haaiilfcoiiy  &id-de«oamp,  gave  me  yaluable  assistance  in  i*ally- 
ing  and  reforming  the  men,  when  driven  baek  to  the  ^ge  of  the 
wood,  as  did  Lientenant  Killmartiiiy  of  the  eerentfa  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, temporarity  attached  to  my  staff.  Circumstances  unfortunately 
detained  tne  seventh  regiment,  under  the  gallant'  Ooloitel  Hays,  in 
another  part  of  the  field.  Its  record  of  one  hundred  fifty-six  killed 
and  wounded — ^fifty  per  cent,  of  the  number  carried  into  action*^ 
shows  the  service  it  perfftrmed.  • 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

R.  TAYLOR,  Brigadier  GHieraL  • 
Official: 

G.  Campbell  Brown,  A.  A.  G.  '"  .       ' 
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BEPOKT  or  COIOito  W.  C.  scow  IN  BBLAttON  TO 
THE  BATTLE  OF  THB  6th  OF  JUNE,  NEAB  HARBISON- 
BUBG. 

Th«  bri^do  now  oommancM  by  m^^  was  comuided  by  General 
George  H.  Stewarl.  It  was  annexed  to  die  first  Maryland  preriottsly, 
ond^  iba  conmaiMl  of  tbat  officer.  Tbe  whole  brigade  baring  ad- 
lanced  in  this  direction  aboat  four  miles  this  side  of  Harrisonburg, 
Wei's  marohed  baek  thron|^  the  woods,  towards  Harrisonbarg,  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  a  regiment  qf  the  eneu^,  which  we  nnder^ 
stood  was  following  us.  The  fifty- eighth  Virginia'  was  leading,  the 
first  Maryland  next,  th»  forty-lbar^  Virginia  next,,  and  the  fifty* 
second  last.  We  marclMd  by  the  right  flank.  The  fifty-eighth  waa 
first  engaged,  the  others  dmwn  tip  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods.  TJU 
timatdy,  General  Stewart  ltd. the  first  Maryland  and  forty- fourth  by 
ike  ri^t  flank  towards  the  aurin  read^  and  then  bending  aroond  to* 
wards  the  right,  apeproaehed  the  place  of  combat,  but  baited  then  in 
Ihe  woods,  when  within  one  or  tw<»  hundred  yards  of  that  place.  We 
had  remained  halted  but  a  Um  minutes,  when  General  Ewell  ordered 
IS  to  obaj^  bayonets.  The  first  Maryland  and  forty-fourth  dashed 
forward  at  a  r^ld  rale,  and  Irith  loud  cheers,  lintil  they  came  up 
with  the  fifty*eigh^,  and  on  deliyering  their  first  fire,  the  enemy  fied 
with  precipitation.  I  am  not  sure  they,  were  not  flying  before,  as  I 
could  not  run  as  fast  as  thsi  men,  and  did  not  get  up  as  soon  as  they 
did.  The  fifty-eighth  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle  snd  fought  gal- 
lantly. As  reinforcements  wei^  advancii^^  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire  towards  the  rear.  The  fifty-second  did  not 
stfcompany  these  movements,  but  remained  in  the  woods,  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle,  where  the  brigade  was  first  forme4»  Golond  Skinner, 
the  commander,  informing  me  that  he  heard  no  orders  to  move. 

In  this  action  the  fifty-eighth  lost  eleven  killed,  and  thirty-nine 
wounded,  and  three'missing.     The  forty-fourth  and  fifty-second  lost 
aone.    I  do  not  know  the  Toss  of  the  first  Maryland. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Oohnd  44th  Reg.  Va.  Fab. 

P.  8. — ^In  this  actiM,  General  Ashby  was  killed. 
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REPORT  OP  OOfb'lttft'  W.  c;  SCOTT?  IN  RELATION  TO 
THE  BATTLB  OE  THE  Sm  NEAR  PORT  RE|>UBIJC. 

In  this  actiop^  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  I  only  commanded  the 
forty»fb!lrth  reginfbtit.  The  fifty-eighth  Virginia  was  placed  in  rear 
of  onr  batteries^  on  the  left  flank,  to  anppori  them. '  The  fifty-second 
was  farther  in  the  rear.  The  forty-fonrth  waa  divided  into,  two  >parC«» 
and  e^h  part  thrown  forward  aa  skirmishers.  One  part,  nnder  Major 
Cobb,  skirmished  the  wood,  near  our  most  advanced  battery  on  bar 
I9ft ;  the  other  part,  nnder  Captain  Buckner,  skirmished  the  wood 
near  the  main  road  to  our  front.  This  latter  first  came  in  contact 
with  the  enemy,,  and  being  overpowered,  retired  and  formed  a  janctioh 
with  the  first  part.  They  were  then  attacked  by  tii^o  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  after  the  exchange  of  a. few  rounds,  the  forty -fourth, 
under  Major  Cobb,  gallantly  charged  them  with  the  bayonet,  drove  them 
back,  killing  several,  (one  with  the  bayonet,)  and  taking  five  prison- 
era.  The  forty-fcurth  numbered,  in  the  fight,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  men.*  The  forty-fourth  and 
fifty-eighth  then  waited,  but  the  enemy  not  approaching  very  near, 
except  the  sharpshooters,. there  wds  no  regblar  fight.  I. do  not  know 
the  locality  of  the  fifty-second  in  the  evening,  as  I  was  wi^h  the 
forty-fourth  and  fifty-eiglith,   and  momentaYily  expecting  an  attack. 

In  this  engagement  the  forty-fourth  lost  one  killed  and  three 
wounded.  The*  fifty-second  had  two  killed  and  twenty -four  wounded, 
and  the  fifty-eighth  noue  killed  and  five  wounded.  Lark's  battery, 
two  killed  and  three  wounded.  Total,  five  killed  and  thirty-five 
wounded.  In  this  action,  Maior  Rosa,  of  the  fifty-eighth  was 
wounded ;  so  was  General  Stewart. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Commanding  Brigade. 
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REPORi;  OF  COLONEL  SCOTT,  CO^i^A-NDIFG  BRIGADE, 
OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE  6th,  Sra  AND  9th  JUNE. 
I86J. 

*  •       '      .     . 

n&AD(ii;ARrER3  Brigadb,  Camp  near  Mt.  Mekipian,  > 
..  June  1.4,  18G2.  J 

Mi^or  Crtneral  Swell  :  ' 

General:  lo  regard  to  the  jtctidn  of  tie  6th,  I  have  only  this  to 
remark,  that  the  fifty-eighth  regiment  was  the  vight  and  leading  regi-  • 
ment  of  the  brigade,  and  first  came  in  contact  with  tho  enemy,  but 
as  the  brigade  was  then  ander  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Stuairt,  I  do  not  know  personally  what  transpired  with  that  regiment. 
The  other  regiments,  the  first  Maryland,  and  the  forty. fourth  and 
fifty-second  Virginia  were  drawn  up  m  line  of  battle  in  the  woodd,  in 

^  the  rear  of  the  fifty-eighth.  ^Lfter  the  firing  had  continued  fOr  sonn^ 
time.  General  Stewart  led  the  first  Maryland  regiment,  (the  leading 
regiment,)  towards  the  turnpike,  by  the  right  flank,  followed  by  the 

.  forty-fourth,  and  thence 'up  the  fence  towards  the  place  from  which 
the  firing  ^manated,  and  was  hottest.  The  fifty-second  did  not  follow 
these  movenaents,  as  th^  commandery  Col.  Skinner,  says  he  heard  no 
orders,  but  remaini^A  drawn  up  in  ihc  woods.  Ultimately,  you  gave 
the  command  "Charge,"  to 'the  first  Maryland  and  forty -fourth,  which 
they  did  in  gallant  style,  until  the}-  reached  the  fence,  when,  pouring 
in  a  volley  on  the  enemy,  he  fled  in  great  precipitation. 

On  the  8th,  the  fi^fty-sec9n.J  and  fifty-eighth  were  posted  so  as  to 
support  the  batteries  on  your  left  wing,  fhe- forty-fourth  was  di- 
vided into  two  parts,  and  thrown  forward  a  considerable  distance,  to 
skirmish  the  woods  on  the  left,  and  the  woods  near  the  majn  road  in 
front.  That  part  which  was  ordered  to.  skirmish  the  woods  near  the 
main  road  in  front,  fisst  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  but  being 
too  weak  to  defend  itsdf,  it  fell  back  and  united  with  the  other  por- 
tion of  that  regiment  in  the  woods  near  your  left,  and  most  advanced  bat- 
tery. 'At  thi^  pointythe  forty-fourth,  numbering  not  more  than  one 
hundred  aifd  thirty  men,  were  attacked  by  two  regiments  of  the  en- 
emy, and,  after  oxchsnging'ft  fow  rounds,  the  forty-fourth  charged 
them  gallantly  with  the  Ji>ayt>net,  and  broke  them,  chasing  them  a  con- 
siderable distance,  killing  several,  and  taking  some  prisoners. 

On  the  dth,  the  fifty-second  was  detached  ami  sent  forward  on  our 
left  to  support  General  Winder,  (I  think.)  When  General  Winder 
was  driven  back,  the  fifty-second  went  forward,  but*  w^as  driven  back 
also.  The  forty-fourth  and  fifty-eighth  were  placed  in  a  wood  on  our 
ri^ht  wing.     You  were  with  them.     You  know  all  about  the  order  to 

^charge,  the  way  fn  which  the  order  was  executed,  the  retirement  of 
the  regiments  to  the  wood,  in  consequence  of  be|ng  overpowered,  and 
there  being  rallied  by  you,  and-  the  ultimate  charge  under  you  by  a 
part  of  the  brigade.  The  casualties  have  been  sent  to  General  Jack- 
son, from  whom  yon  can  obtain  them.  I  do  not  recollect  them.  I 
particularly  commend  to  joa  the  galbmtry  of  Lieutenant  Walker,  of 


M 

company  B,  fortj-fiNMrlli  r^mMt  YirginiA  rolvateen.  Tkere  majr 
have  been  otlierg  e^wally  worthy  ol  aofflme&datioay  bill  I  ^omiA  bo* 
fail  to  notice  him.  Ifhen*  the  brigacTe  halted  in  the  field  and  eat 
dovn,  he  alone  stood  ^rect,  went  in  front,  and  attempted  to  get  the 
brigade  to  advance  etiil  neai^r  tlve  enemj. 

Very  reepeetfiiUy,  yonr  obedient  Wvant, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
•  Ommcmding  brigade. 

Official:  .  » 

#        A.  A.  G.y  thM  iihrisitm. 
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REPOET  0^  COIONBL  NEFF. 

Bmm's^G^  Jme  im,  1868 


Id  Captain  O'Brien, 

Astistant  Adjutant  General  First  Brigade : 

fkz :  Ip,  eemfUaaumb  with  iaftrnetioiw  reMf «4^  I  &»▼•  tke.  hoaor 
to  make  the  following  rtport  ^.  tk»  #p€Vati6|^8  of  toy  regtanent  os 
Sunday  and  Mwdaj,  t|ie  8lh  and  9th  instants  : » 

Abant  mna,  A.  M.,  oa  Sundaj  Jast,  the  cao^  was  suddenly  startled' 
by  general  repotts  of  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Port  Bepublic. 
I  immediately  ga?e  orders  to  pack  the  wagons  and  get  under  arms^ 
taticipating  an  order  to  that  efieet  in  a  few  moments  from  headqnarw 
lers,  m  whMi  I  was  net  mistaken.  The  regiobent  was  soon  nnder 
arms,  and  in  a  few  moments  was  pat  in  motion,  marching  in  the>di« 
reelion  of  Port  Sepnblic,  my  regiment  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  As' 
we  moved  on,  the  oannonadinf  beeame  qnite  warm,  and  on  a  nearer 
i^reaoh,  I  fonad  two,  or  perhaps  portions  of  three,  batteries  aettvely 
sBgaged,  firing  frmn  a  eoipmanding  position  on  the  west  side  of  the 
nver  open  the  eneniy's  infantry,  soTeral  r^imentr  of  which  were  in 
n  flat  bottom  on  the  east  bank  of  the  rirer. 

Hakiag  for  a  moment  near  a  battery  on.  the  left  of  the  road,  I  went 
£c»rward  for  instrnetions^  and,  meettng  Captain  O'Brien^  was  ordered 
to  foUow  the  fonrifa  r^liment,  then  marching  to  the  left»  We  marehe4 
on  for  perhaps  a  mile  os  more,  takitig  Tarions  oositions  and  changing 
tiiem  erery  law  momeote,  nntil  entering  a  booy  of  woods,  the  fourth 
fiirmed  in  line  of  battle,  throwing  skirmiriiors  in  front  and  left  flank, 
it  moved  oh  down  the  McGabeysrille  read.  I  followed  with  my  regi« 
meat,-  in  line  and  about  •  hundred  paces  in  rear.  The  fou^ 
ngiment  haliM,  after  proeeedfeig  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  re^^ 
mained  in  that  position  during  the  vsmainder  bf  the  day,,  my 
regiment  about  a  hundred  paoee  in  reac  Here  we  were  all  day,  no 
enemy  making*  its  appearanoe  in  that  quarter.  At  dar](,  we  were 
wiihijbrywn  from  our  potion  and  ordered  to  camp  on  the  opposite  sidie 
o#^the  river*  Ify  regiment  had  otossed  the  river,  when  I  was  ordered 
h«kje  near  the  same  position.  jEht  piolmt  duty,  and  marched  bask 

.  aOT>Angly. 

-?    ^Some  time  afifeer. sunrise,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  I  was  di« 

^BMled  by  Lieuteaant  Qarnett  to^  draw  in  my  pickets  and  join  my 
H^gade  at  imee.    te  enquiring  where  the  brigade  was,  he  replie« 

,  lli^  he  was  net  sure  whe&er  it  was  on  ihd  Brown's  Gap,  road,  em 

^whether  it  would^o  down  the  river. 

I  had  scarcely  ooUeoted  my  regiasent  and  started  for  tb^  bridge, 
when  our  artillery  opened  upon  the  enemy's  camp.  I  pushed  on, 
bnt,  before  I  got  to  the  bridge,  I  found  the  way  blocked  by  wagons, 
ambulances,  artillery  and  infantry.  It  was  with  great  diffioalty  and 
eoimiderilble  loss  of  time  that  I  at  last  g<^  my  regiment  aeioas  the 
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wifai  hriig%  m4  MMontaral  almost  •rerj  oVstaoIe  m  eromng  the 
Ittnporary  oae  acrap«  the  BmaHer  Btiream.  I  was  withoat  any  defi- 
nite knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  brigade,'  bot  took  it  fqr 
granted  it  was  somewheM^  on  the  battle-field,  and  I  moved  oA  ia  the 
direetion  of  regiments  whioh  had  crossed  before  mo.  Matching  along 
the  road,  I  was  coAsideribly  Annoyed  by  the  enemy's  shells,  which  . 
were  bursting  in  aad  ov^r  the  road  almost  eonstantly.  I  got  tinder 
*  shelter,  of  a  small  skirt  of  woods,  near  the  road,  and  pushed  on  under 
this  cover  for  some  distance,  when  I  came  up  to  an  ambulance  which, 
the  driver  told  me,  belonged  to  the  seoc^d  Virginia  infantry,,  and 
from  him  I  learned  th^t  the  second  regiment  had  gone  up  the  same 
road  upon  which  I  was  then  moving.  1.  cont^inued  to  imarchna  that 
direetion,  oxpecting  to  meeit  with  Qpneral  W  iader  or  souM^of  his  aids. 
Ai  all  erects,  I  was  getting  nearer  the  seeneof  conflict,  whevo  I  ex-  ^ 
peeted  to  be  of  some  service.  I  had  gone,  as  I  amppooed,  half  'ft^mile 
iarth^F,  when  I  met  several  members  of  ihe  fonrtii  Virginia,  who  toU' 
Vo  the  regiments  word  falling  back,  and  their  regiment  was  ofdered 
book  to  support  GoFpenter's  batterjL  .1  was  now  in  the  woods ;  there 
wJis  sharp  firing  in  front  of  me;  I  was  totally  ignorant  ef  our-f^osb- 
lion  or  that  of  the  enemy,  and -scarcely  knew  wfahfeto  do.  I  Sbccord* 
iogly  halted  the  regiment,*  and  rode  forwstd  to  ascertain,  if  posoible, 
eomeUiing  of  the  condition  of  affairs.  I'ti.ui  prtxseeded  but  a  short 
distance  when  I  met  Elaey's  brigade  enminct  back,  and- was  told,  upon 
inquiry,  that  they  could  get  no  po^itioii  and  were  ooming  back  to  a 
better  one.  I  could  get  no.  information  from  the  first  brigade.  In 
this  dilemma  I  concluded  to  fall  ia  with  Elzey's  bHgade,  and  sent 
Major  Holliday  to  report  to  Oolonel  Walker,  un^il  I  could  hear  po8i« 
tiT^y  and  know  what  to  do.  Before  reporting  to  Colonel  Waiker« 
the  Major  aceidentaUy  met  with  Lieutenant  Garnott,*  and  toon  after 
with  General  Winder  and  Oenercd  Jackson.  Orders  now  came  in 
•baiidanco.*  I  do  not  remember  which  oame  first,  bat  ooe-  from  Qen^ 
oral  Jackson,  in  person,-^'  to  push  to  tho  front  at  a  double-quick," 
fleUawod  by  others  from-  other  sewirces,  bat  all  toadf ng  Of  urge  to  tho 
front.  I  pushed  onas.fast  aa  I  could,  passing  several  regiments^  and 
was  in  turn  passed  by  others.  «  The  enemy  were  already  falling  backv 
The  firing  jras,  however^sliU  quite  warm,  b»t  reeoded  quite  raffidly, 
and  I  never  got  up  ia  time  to  partioipate  in  the  finag.  My  rogioiont 
followed  in  the  putsait  for  fire  or  six  miles,  until  the  in&atry  "fif 
kahed  and  ordered  back,  when  I  oamo  book,  folloiRteg  in.  the  rearpf 
the  brigade.  Being  but  little  eiqK>sed  to  danger  during  the  two^daj^  . 
tibat  the  army  was  engaged  wi^  the  enemy^  my  jrogtmMit .  haa  su^-  r 
tained  no  loss  at  their  hands.  My  Mtuation  on  the  9th  was  apOK^--^ 
alexing  and  unpleasant  one.  I  used  my  boat  efforts-  to  roach  tnf 
Vrigadto  in  time  to  be  of  aervaoe  aad  to  aot  with  it,  bat  for  reasiwi^  | 
above  stated  was  unable  to  do  so.  . 

Respectfully,  J  oor  obodieatserTant^ 

JOHN  F.  NEFF, 
CkAmel'C0?xmanding  ThMy-third  Virginia  Infantry. 
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RK^RT  OF  COLONEL  0.  A.  DUNCAN. 


HCADQUARTEBS   FovaTB    ftfiGMSNT   VlROtNU    YobUNTEEM,  I 

Jvne  \3ik^  \86t..    ) 

Captaiii  O^Jfetcir,  A.  A,  O. :  .  ^ 

f  •  •         ^   * 

Sir  :  Oa  Siittday  iDcrniing,  the  8th  instant,  the  enemy,  under  Gen- 
eral SfaJeUa  appeared  in  force  op  tfaer  east  bank  of  South  riter  at 
Sort  BepnUlo.  Whereupon,  I  imvedtately  pat  my  regiment  trader 
ama  and  airaUed  orders.  In  a  very^  little  while,  I  was  diiieoted  ip 
more  the  r^tnent  to  a  ^position  on  the  McGraheysyiHe  road  and  to 
throw  ootia  line  of  skirrai^ra..  ^This  put  me  in  position  on  the  left, 
attd  was  tke  only  point  from  whiek  a  flank  movement  of  the  enemy 
was  apprehended.  I  threw  oat  the  skirmishers  and  so  deployed  them 
m  to  prerent  sarpriae.  I  remained  en'  the  alert  in  this  position  until 
abovt  dark,  when  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  and  mareh  the  regiment 
to  eanip,  Crossing  the  Shenandoah  at  Port  Republic  and  encamping 
near  the  Tillage.  X  take  no  not6  of  the  engagement  of  same  day  be* 
tween  a  portion  of  the  Confederste  forces  and  the  enemy  under 
General  Fremeikt.    Strength,  ruik  and  file,  three  hundred  and  ton. 

On  Monday,  the  dth,  at  half^^paat  fire,  A.  M.,  I  was  ordered  ti> 
cross  the  South  rivev  at  Port  fiepubKc.  *  After  marehing  down  tfa^ 
river  a  short  distance,  i  suppose;  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
were  preppring  to  give  battle'.  The  irecond  regiment,  Colonel  Allen, 
was  in  front  of  me.  His  regiment  filed  to  the  right,  through  an  open 
field.  I  wae  directed  to  follow  and  support  Colonel  Allen ;  where^ 
upon  I  filed  to  the  right,  following.  Coleael  Allen.  In  passing 
through  thie  open-field,  t4e  enemy's  battery  was  brought  to  bear  upon 
die  regiment,  but  fortunately,  doing  no  damage.  Arriving  at  tiia 
woods  on  the  r^ht,  I  formed  on  the  right  of  the-  second  ia  line  ef 
battle^  threw  out  skirmishers  and  advaneed  through  a  ^verj  denflto 
wood  and  laurel  thicket*  Arriving  at  a  point  in  a  field,  (that  I  after- 
WMrda  learned  was  very  near  the  enemy's  battery.)  two  er  three  of 
the  Akirmishers  that  I  had  thrown  out  fired  upon  the  enemy.  This 
drew  a  coDBiderable  volley  from  the  enemy,  vrho  were  concealed  in  the 
bhisb,  and  rith^agh  at  a  very  close  range,  no  damage  was  done,  the 
enemy  cvershooting.  At  this  moment  tike  enemy  began  to  tbrour 
.  grape  and  oanister  into  the  woods,  which  they .  continued  for  some 
time,  with  great  violenee,  from  the  offsets  of  which  fotfv  men  were 
wounded,  none  mortally.  '  Here  Colonel  Allen  directed  me  to  fall 
back,  which  I  did.  Shortly  Uiereaf^r  he  directed  me  to  move  forward 
with  bis  regimenti  After  advancing  a  s&ort  distance,  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy  commenced  and  I  followed^'in  pursuit.  Officers  and  men 
all  acted  well,  and  while  not  actively  engaged  with  the  'enemy,  yet  the 
conduct  of  all  was  such  as  to  justify  me  in  sajrin^^tli^^^i^^QPurth 
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regiment  would  have  been  equl  to  any  emergeney.    Streiigtii»-rftBk 
and  file,  three  hmidied  wd  serent^ieii. 

Respectfully, 
C.  A.  DUNCAN,  Col.  Fanrih  Va.  Feb. 

P.  S. — The  following  privates  were  wounded  on  Monday,  the  Mi: 
Edward  Haller,  L.  J.  Oor  and  J.  B.  Major,  company  H. 
.        -  C.  A.  DUNCAN,  Cohnd. 
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REPORT  OF  Colonel  qrigsby. 

Camp  msar  Pmit  Re»wuc,  Yi., ) 
.  ^    Jun«  16,  166t.     J 

Captain  John  F.  O'Brien,  A.  A.  €lenend4 

Captain  :  I  haye  tbe  honor  to  submit  ilie  foIlawiAg  report  of  Ab 
twentj-seyenth  regiment  Virginia  yolnntoerB,  under  mj  oommand,  in 
tbe  engagemeiitfl  9f  the  8th  and  9th  instanta,  iiear  the  town,  of  Port 
Republic. 

The  engagement  of  the  6th»  was  with  artillery ;  the  inftntry  did  not 
participate.  .  The  twenty-seirenth  regiment  was  ordered  to  snppert 
Captain  Carpenter's  battery,  and  remained  near  it  daring  the  day. 
At  an  early  hoar  Monday  morning,  the  command  crossed  the  Sooitti 
tiyer,  aad  moyed  down  the  road  leading  to  Swift  Ban  Gap.  The  cess- 
mand  had  proceeded  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  the  enemy  made 
their  appearance  and  commeneed  shelling  our  Skdyasnce  guard*  Cap- 
tlLiA  Poague's  batte^  was  ordered  up,  and  took  position  in  the  fisld 
to  the  left  of  the  road.  My  regiment  (the  twenty-serMith^  was  ordered 
to  svpport  this  battery.  I  immfdiately  took  position  a  snort  dtstesM 
in  rear  olf  it,  and  remained  under  a  heayy  fire  of- shells,  for  oyer  ms 
hour.  The  battery,  by  order,  changed  its  position ;  I  made  a  -coves- 
ponding  change,  keeping,  near  it.  My  regiment  was  afkerwaidis 
ordered  to  moye  to  the  left  to  support  a  battery  placed  near  a  bam. 
Upon  reaching  the  position,  the  battery  w^  limbered  up  to  mcve ; 
i  was  crdwred  to  for^k  in  line  of  battle,  meye  forward  and  take  posi- 
tion en  the  right  of  the  seyenth  Loaisiana.  This  I  promptly  did, 
when  both  regiments  moyed  forward  aoross  an  open  field  un£r  a  heayy 
fire  of  grape,  by  which  my  ranks  were  considerably  thinned.  The 
sevcath  Louisiana  took  poaiti^m  under  coyer  of  a  fence.  My  regiment 
adyanced  some  distance  further/  f  fading  myself  unsapported,  I  o!h<^ 
dered  my  command  to  drop  back  on  a  line  with  the  seyenth  Louisiaaa. 
We  remained  under  a  perfect  shower  of  baUd  for  near  an  hour..  In 
this  position  my.horscf  was  shot  down,  and  so  disabled  that  I  was  oem- 
pellM  to  leare  him. 

Hj  command,  though  smaH,  maintained  its  position  until  two  regi* 
meats  of  ih»  enemy  came  within  twenty  paces  of  their  line,  when 
they  fell  back,  by  my  order,  amidst  a  perfect  shower  of  balls.  Tbe 
whole  line  giying  way  about  the  same  time.  The  enemy  did  not  re- 
tain* his  adyantage  long,  as  they  were  oompelled  to  fiJlback,  and  were 
soon  driy^  from  the  field*  A  part  of  my  regiment  joined  our  pur- 
suing forces. 

In  this  engagement^  the  twenty-seyenth  stEflfered  seyerely,  haying 
lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  forty*seyen  oflicers,  non-com* 
missioned  Bfficers  aad  priyates..  Too  much  .praise  cannot  be  giVen  my 
officers  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  bore  themselyes  through- 
out the  entire  action — braying  eyery  danger  coolly  aad  deliberatdy. 
The  non-commissioned  dfficersand  men  behayed  well  and  gallantly, 
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moving  forwardWn  good  order  nnder  a  heavy  fire  of  grape ;  obejing 
all  orders  cheerfully.  To  malie  mention  by  name  of  any  of  my  off* 
cars,  if?OQld  be  invidious,  where  all  behaved  so  well.  The  same  Kfl  my 
non&QommisBioned  officers  and  privates.    Strengths-rank  andfile,  150. 

Tkerfollowing  list  embraces  the  names  of  {hose  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  viz : 

Killed, — Company  6.— Lieutenant  James  A.  liemon;  privates  Joseph 
Sweet  and  Wm.  Ohittnm.  *Company  E. — Private  Chapman  Johnson. 
Oempany^  F. — Privates  Jamee  M.  Carter,  Andrew  M.  Martin,  and 
Wm.  D.  McOlury.  Company  G.— Private  Th<naas  C.  Wslien. 
.  K^otttidt^.-f-Privstes  Patrick* League,  Jqo.  P.  Ghittua,  A.  F.  Smith, 
flames  Mordispaagh  Snd  Wm.*  Powers.  Company  C. — Lieutoaaiit 
Je^ph  Haynte;  orderly  sergenta  D.  B.  McDonald  and  ThoDies  R- 
Perter;  privates  QiWie  Gillespie  and  John  Baker.  Ocynpany  D^ 
Oaptain  F.  C.  Wikon;  privates  Bobert  litmb,  D.  Lotis  and  F.  H. 
Brown.  Company  £.*.— Orderly  sergeant  Charles  A.  Nossinf^r;  pit- 
vales  Henry  gandford  and  George  W.  Harper.  Company  F.--4}er- 
ptttal  John  Bobinafltt;  privates  Wm.  Ackerdy  and  -Williaa.  Puralej: 
Company  G.-^Priv»les  James.  S.  Campbell  and 'J.  A.  Camminga. 
Company  .H.-rC^rporal  William  P.  jDrumheUer;iprivate«  Henry  Hail*-' 
broun,  Vm.  MiiobetU  J^mes  S.  Thomas  and  Joseph  Oaaden.  Laal^ 
tkengh  not  least.  Major  I>.  M.  driver,  severely  woanded  in  akonlder 
aad  baok.  '      . 

.jtfttttiig.— ^Privates  James  Lanyaa,  Philip.  Hoylemaa,  Williaas  & 
Sjfjwler,  Jassea  G.  Davis  and  Robert  Fry.     Company  F.^-^Order^. 
sevgent  G.  0.  ^ck  and  private  Leroy  Sweeny.     Company  G.-^Pm  * 
vates  £.  F.  Mvers,  Archibald  Smiley  and  Henry  Ludwiek. 

Whole  number  killed,  eight;  wounded,  twenty-eight;  and  mieaang 
ebven. 
;         *  *        BespeetffiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GBIGSBY, 
Cokmel  27M  Vivginm  Fdmntm^. 
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^       REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  W.  ALLEN.    '  . 

JBiui><^UA»TR«B  Second  Begimk^it  Ya*  YousntRnAf ) 
Oamp  Brawn's  Gap  Past^  June  1 1,  166:3*      { 
Cbpiain  O'JBatm,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAfiv :  I  have  tke  honor  to- make  the  followh^g  report  of  the  ae- 
thm  of  my  vegiment,  dnfing  the  engagements  of  Sonday  and  Mod* 
day,  Jum  8th  and  9th^  186^:  '  ... 

Barly  en  Bnsday  morning,  I  received  an  order  to  get  mj  regiment 
vnder  arms  as  speedily  ae  possible,  and  move  *down  the  road  in  th^* 
directtOB  of  the  bridge' at  Port  Republic,  whioh  place  had  bcr?u  en* 
tered  by  the  ^nemy's  cavalry.  Within  ftve  minntes  after  the  recep- 
tion of  this  order,  I  had  my  Regiment  formed  and  marched  out  of  the 
woods  into  the  field  adjoining  th6  read,  where  I  halted  lon^  enough 
to  load,  and  was  proceeding  dc>wn  the  road  when  Captain  O'Brien  dW 
reeted  me  to  octupy  thq  woods  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  guard  th« 
left  flank.'  On  reachhig  the  woods,  I  deployed  company  A  as  skii^ 
misbers,  and  sent  it  fcrwarc)  to  tUe  river  banky  and  sent  company  D^ 
under  Captain  Nadenbousch,  to  the  lef c  and  front,  who  also  went  as  for 
aa  the  bank  cf  the -river,  on  ear  extreme  left.  /The  rematntng  five- 
companies  (three  being  on  picket  at  the  bridge  and  in  tpwn,)  I  keipt 
iok  the  edge  of  th*  wood,  imiil  ordered  to  snpport  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery which  were  left  under  my  oharge  on  the  l^ft.  I  then  moved  in 
rear  of  these  gans  and  remained  there  until  after  dark,  i^hen  I  re<» 
ceived  an  order  to  return  to  the  nQAgons,  n^hich  were  about  a  mile  be* 
j<»nd  Port  Bepublic. 

Soon  after  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  the  9tb^  I  received  an  order  to- 
get  under  arms  at  onco,  and  moved  back  through  the  town,  and  across 
the  river — ^the  second  regiment  being  in  front  of  the  brigade.  After 
erofisiag,  companies  D  and  I  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers — 
the  former  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  company  I,  with  a  portion  of 
company  G,  on.  the  right  of  the  road.  After  advancing  some  distance 
down  the  road,  the  enemy  opened  on  us,  an(\I  received  an  order  froiA 
General  Winder  to  advance,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  to  the  right, 
and  take  the  battery  which  commanded  the  road  on  which  we  were 
advancing.  I  started  forward- with  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
privates  and  non-commissioned  officers— -the  fourth  following  at  some 
distance,  as  our  support.  After  working  our  way  with  much  diffi* 
culty  through  the  undergrowth  and  laurel  thickets,  I  came  within  u 
hundred  yards  of  the  battery  which  I  had  beei\  ordered  to  take;  but 
found  it  supported  by  three  regiments  of  infantry  I  immediately 
aent  to  General  Winder  a  report  of  my  position,  and  lit  the  same 
time  ordered  the  two  left  companies — ^being  nearest '  (he  guns  of  tjie 
enemy— to  take  deliberate » aim  and  fire  at  the  gunners.  Unfortu* 
nately,  two  chance  shots  showed  our  position,  and  one^gun  had  been 
brought  tabejlr.on  us,  loaded  with  grape.  At  my  first  volley  all  the 
gunners  were  driven  off«  hut  thf  two  rcgimcfitd  of  infantry  opened  on 
us,  and  returning  to  their  guns,  they  {>oured  volley  after  voll^  of 
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.  oib  itfi^  ift  M)h  ^/ukk  goowiaion,  u  to  throw  orf  mrt  into  oon- 
iisioiiy  and  it  was  some  tinte  before  they  were  refcfrme.d.  In  the  mean- 
time^ tiie  fourth  which  had  como  upon  my  right,  were  subjected  to 
the  fire  of  the  three  regiments  in  s^serye,  I  ordered  it  back  a  short 
dislanoe,  and  then  directed  both  regiments  to  retire  to  a  more  eligible 
position,  whilst  I  reported  to  General  Jackson,  (General  Winder 
Kei»g  yery  hotly  pressed  by  a  much  superior  force  to  his  own,  on  our 
extreme  left,)  my  piosition^  and  utter  iniUiilil^  to  carry  the  battery 
without  assistance^  I  was  told  that  Gmieral  Taylor  had  been  sent  to 
py  right, ;  and,  returning.  I  met  an  officer  from  General  EIz%y'« 
br^gjade,  who  reported  to  me  for  orders.  I  directed  him  forward,  as 
iheDrigade  was  on  my  rights  and  mpred  back  with  the  second  and 
fourth.regiments,  but  found  that  General  Taylor  hsd  passed  around 
my  right,  and  carried  the  battery  before  we  came  up.  We  then  foU 
)owed  on  in  rear  until  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  Accompanying 
this  is  a  report  of  my  losses. 

,  Streogtb,  rank  and  file,  two  hundred  and  tweilty-four. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J..W.AI/LBN, 
Oolond  iecani  raiment. 


Cumitm^  wcrnd  rtginuni  tti  tke.4wl4oni  cf  June  Sih  and  9i&,  1862  : 

/Company  A — Iiieutenant  Simpson^  James  K.  Gallaher,  William  H. 
>Ipore,  wounded. 

Company  B — William  Magauhy,  wounded. 

Company  C — 0.  S.  Nelson,  Nat.  Grubbs,  wounded. 

Company  D — James  M.  Albin,  J.  Hultz,  C.  G.  Stover,  wounded. 

Company  I — Peter   Stickels,   C.   D.   Castleman,   George  Kelley, 
wounded. 

•  Company  E — Corporal  Hull,  privates  Wed^ell,  Shank,  Prince, 
Lowdwick. 

,    Company  F — Sergeant  McCarljf ,  privates  Loher,  Charles  Dinkle, 
V<)Unded.  • 

Company'  G — Lieutenant  R..  M.   English  killed ;    Pat    Ryans, 
Mowny  E.  Fry,  wounded. 

Company  K — Barton,  wounded. 

Killed,  1  ;  wounded,  2i.    Total,  15.         ' 

J.  W.  ALLEN, 
Cciond  second  r^^ent. 
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UKPORT  OF  COLONEL  MUNFORD. 

HEADQUABTF.ift^  SECOND  ViuGi^iiA  Cavalry,  Ftbruary  tQy  1869. 
Major  GuARLES  J.  Faulknkr,  /I.  A.  G, : 

Major  :  In  obedienoo  to  instruotions  £rom  Lieutenant  General  T. 
J.  Jackson,  |o  farnkh  a  report  of  the  oper&tiona  of  the  cavalrj  bri- 
gade connected  with  his  brilliant  campaiga  in  the  Valley,  I  beg  leav6 
respectfully  to.  submit  the  follofring :  ^ 

VSThen  I  joined  hia  army,  finder  Major  General  {Iir^ll,  the  sixth  anj 
secand  Yirgioia  cavsUry  were  uttiched  to  his  division.     Oar  regimenia 
*  had  jttfiit  been  reorganized,  and,  as  the  senior  carvalry  officer,  I  had. 
the  oa^poat.     My  headqaarters  were  at  Swift  Run  Gap,  and  my  'pickets 
extended  from  Gulpeper  Court  House  to  the  mountains  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  from  near  Harrisonburg  to  Wolftown  on 
the  west.     A  heavy  scont  was  kept  watching  Geary's  oomtuand,  wh6 
was  mareWng   on  Fredericksburg  to  reinforce^  McDowell.      After 
Shielda  had  passed  Warren  ton,  my  regiment  was,  for  the  first  time, 
aeeembled;  finding  over  one  hundred  unarmed  recruits  added  to  my 
regiment,  I  was  sent  to  Richmond  to  get  arms,  and  Vhile  en  route  for 
that  place.  General  Jackson  started  after  Banks.     I  joined  his  com- 
mand at  Winchester,  and  reported ^for  duty.     The  sixth  and  second 
cavalry  were  then  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  George 
H^  Stewart.     My  regiment  had  been  employed  in  tearing  up  the  rail- 
road near    Front    Royal,    (Lieutenant   Colonel   Watis'   report   has 
already  been  sent  in,)   and  guarding  the  flank  of  the  division,  and 
constantly  skirmishing  with  the  enemy ;    and,  as  soon  as  thoy  had 
commenced  their  retreat,  they  were  pursued  by  the  sixth  and^  second 
on  the  turnpike,  to  within  fire  miles  of  Winchester,  capturing  a  num- 
ber of  men,  jieagons,  arms,  and  stores.     My  re^imont  supported  the 
'aislh  in  their  charge  upon  the  first  Maryland  (Yankee  infantry),  and 
were  constantly  engaged  picking  up  stragglers  until  the  morning  of 
Jbe  foai^Io  of  Whichester ;  there  ih^  supported  ab^vttery  on  the  right 
antil  after  the  rout  of  the  enemy,  when  they  pursued  them  on  the  road 
to  Biartincybarg,  capturing  many  prisoners.  Wagons,  arms^  negroes,  &e^ 
The  enemy  making  a  stand. at  that  place,  it  was  not  entered  until 
the  next  day.     He/e  I  joined  my.  regiment.     Captains  Dickinson,  of 
company  A,  and  Whitehead,  of  company  B,  wove  sent  to  destroy  the 
bridge  on  Buck  creek,  on  the  Baltimore  and  'Ohio  pjiilroady  at  North 
Mocitttaia  Depot.     They  captured  many  valuable- stores,  which  they 
sent  to  Martinsburg  to  add  to  the  splendid  prize  found  in  that  towBi 
On  the  28th  of  May,  1  took  two  aqua<|rons  of  my  regiment  to  within 
me-mile  of  Williamspert,  (with  one  piece  of  artillery  from  the  Bal- 
timore  battery,)  and  had  a  brisk  skirmish  with  the  Yankees,  giviag 
them  Beveral.teHing  rounds  of  shell,  but  was  utiable  to  pursue,  as  they 
-  openld  their  batteriee  from  th^  other  side  of  the  river.     I  was  thea 
recalled  by  General  Stewart,  when  I  sent  for  the  rest  of  my  regiment^ 
and  every  few  hundred  yards  on  the.  road  we  found  ^videtdces  of  a 
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eprnpletoroot;  wagonflaii^w&babQoeflwero  burnt;  tents  and  lyooktng 
utensils,  arms  and  clothing  wero  scattered  along  for  miles  and  miles. 
On  the  29th,  w-e  &arched  to  Gharle6to]irn,  supported'  the  batteries 
ivhich  were  engaged,  in  shelling  the  enemy  from  Bolivar  heights ;  that 
evening  I  was  driven  from  the  heights.  My  regiflient  was  perfoi^n- 
ing  heavy  picket  duty  on  all  the  roads,  (ou  the  Key's  Ferry  ro^d  and 
the  Harper's  Ferry  road,)  and  one  squadron  was  kept  bringing  Colonel 
Allen's  regiment,  second  Virginia  infantry,  across  the  river  behind 
them,  (they  had  been  occupying  the  Lpudoun  heights.^  We  were 
shelled  nearly  all  night,  and  had  had  nothing  for  men  or  horses  to 
eat  for  twenty-foqr  hours.  We  marched  from-  Charlestown  to  Kerns- 
town  on  the  30th,  (had  no  feed  for  our  hprses,)  and,  on  the  morning  6f 
the  1st  of  June,  we  started  at  early  dawn  to  c'oxer  our  retreat  .to 
^Stra8burg,.at  which  place  we  were  kept  in  line  of  battle  nearly  the  * 
'whole  day,  watching  for  the  approach  of  botl^  Shields  and  Fremont-*— 
.there  we  got  about  a  third  of  a  ration  of  corn  for  our  horses — that 
night  we  were  halted  in  rear  of  General  Taylor's  brigade  (who  were 
cooking  rations)  about  two  and-a>half  hours/  The 'sixth  regiment 
cavalry  was  in  the  rear,  and  our  men  were  completely  worn  down, 
most  of  them  slcepi&g  on  their  horses.  *  Captain  Dulany,  now  Colonel 
of  the  seventh  cavalry,  was  ia  cpmmand  of  the  rear-guard ;  was  ap- 
proached by  the  Yankee  cavalry,  it  was  dark,  and  when  challeagod, 
they  replied,  **  Ashby's  cavalry."  Having  been  previously  informed 
that  General  Aehby  had  9ne  company  out,  he  allowed  them  to  approacb 
very  near,  and  suddenly  they  fireoi  a  volley  and  charged  him  ;  the 
sixth  cavalry  were  surprised,  aAd  daslfed  through  the  second,  .who 
were  sleeping,  and  relying  upon  the  sixth  to  guard  thd  rear,  as  we 
had  alternated  each  day  with  that  iegiment.  Colonel  Dulany  waa 
badly  shot  in  the  leg,  and  several  of  his  men  were  captured.  To  add 
to  the  confusion  thus  c^tused,  a  part  of  the  seventh  Lonisiana  fired 
into  our  ranks.  This  was  onr  first  surprise.  Many  of  onr  men  were 
nearly  exhausted  from  hunger  and  loss  of  sleep.  We  had  been  in  the 
saddle,  and  had  had  no  r^ular  rations  for  three  days.  My  coDHaand 
was  soon  formed,  and  we,  drove  them  back,  capturing  three  or  four, 
who,  in  the  dark,  mistook  us  for  their  friends.  The  next  morning, 
June  8d,  found  us  still  covering  the  retreat.  Near  Woodstock,  Gen- 
erals  Stewart  and  Ashby,  each  with  a  battery  and  their  cavalry,  select- 
ed a  position.  Each  seemed  determined.to  do  something,  as.the^nemy 
had  become  very  bold  and  annoying.  My  regiment  was  thrown  to  the 
right  and  rear  of  Ci^ie's  battery,  on  the  left  of  ^the  road  coming  op 
the  Valley,  one  company  acting  on  my  flank.  Here  the  enemy  opened 
a  battery  and  shelled  us  furiously,  and  I  was  ordered  by  General 
,  Stewart  to  move  back  out  of  range,  andei:6ssed  with  my  comipand  to  tbe 
other  side  of  the  turnpike,  to^  support  a  battery  there  in  position, 
^  which  would  check  the  enemy*whilst  Caskio's  battery  was  retiring. 
In  executing  this  order,  after  we  had  gone  but  a  few  hundred  yards, 
to  my  utter  surprise,  I  saw  the  battery  and  cavalry  running  together 
down  the  road  pell  melt,  and  the  Yankees  after  them  at  fall  Ipeed. 
The  head  of  my  column  was  under  a  hill,  and,  as  we  came  out  of  the 
woods,  a  part  of  the  forty-sdowd  Virginia  infantry,  mistaking  us  for 
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tlie TaBkecfly  fired  into  my  advance  squadron;  causing  a  ^tamp^do,, 
wonnding  soTeral.     The  Yankees,  pressing  on  mj  rear,  captured  eiglit 
men.     Such  management  I  neve'r  saw  before.      Had  the  batteries 
retired  by  echelon,  and  the  cavalrj  in  the  same  mannor,  we  could 
have  held  our  position,  or  driven  back  their  cavalry  by  a  counter 
charge  from  ours.     But  a  retreat  wsll  ordered,  and  a  disgraceful  stam-  - 
pede  ensued.     Mortified  and  annoyed  at  such  management,  Colonel 
Floumoy,  of  the  sixth,  accompanied  me  to  see  General  E^ell,  whp 
was  kind  enough  to  intercede  with  General  Jackson,  and  have  us  at 
once  transferred  to  General  Ashby's  command..     Here  the  gallant 
Ashby*  succeeded   in   rallying  about  fifty  straggling  infantry,  and 
poured  a  volley  into  the  Yankee  cavalry,* emptying  many  saddles,  and 
giving   them   a.  cheek,  clearing   the   road  for  the  rest  of  the   day. 
Ashby^s  cavalry,  the  sixth,  and  a  portion  of  the  second  were  a//  equally 
siantpedecL     We  then  marched  across  the  Shenandoah,  beyond  Mount 
Jackson,  in  a  drecching  rain  all  day  and  night,  (camped  for  the  night, . 
getting  rations  for  both  men  and  horses.)     The  next  morning  wc  were 
ordered  to  recross  the  bridge,  before  it  was  burnt,VeHeving  the  sixth,' 
who  were  bringing  up  the  tear.     After  burning  the  bridge^  a  heavy 
picket  was  thrown  out,  and  Ve  retired  to*  New  Market,  and'had  heavy 
picket  skirmishing  all  day.     On  the  3th,  the  enemy  got  their  pontoon 
bridges  over,  and  {ibout  ono  regiment  df  their  cavalry  ci'ossod.     The- 
army  moved  up  the  Valley  on  the  Port  Repxiblic  road:     About  five  - 
•o'clock,'?.  M.,.  while  the  second  and  seventh  were  grazing  their  horses  •« 
in  afield  on  the  right  of  the  road,  the  sixik  bringing  up  the  rear,  it 
was  again  suddenly  charged  by  the  Yankee  cavalry  ;  but  we  sueeeeded  ; 
in  repulsing  them,  who,  in  turn,  were  charged  By  the  second  and 
seventh,  and  driven  back  within  half  a  mile  of  town.      In  this  fight 
tbe  Yankees  lost  their  Colonel,  Sir  Percy  Wyndham,  captured,  and'. 
aixtj-tfarec  oflScers'  and  men,  together  with   their  colors.  •  Major 
Green,  of  the  sixth,  was  severely  wounded  here,  but  wo  sustained  no  * 
other  loss.      Here  it  was  that  Ashby  determined  to  ambush  them* 
Leaving  me  in  command  of  the  brigade,  he  marched  with  the  first 
Maryland  and  fifty-eighth'  Virginia  infantry,  under  c6ver  of  the  woods^ 
to  my  right,  iiitending  to  flank  thd  lankees,  instructing  me,  that  as  . 
'  aoon  as  he  had  dislodged  them  from  the  hill,  to  charge  them  with  my  - 
whole  force.'    In  thaf^nterpriso  he  was  baffled'and  ambushed  himselL 
As^soon  as  our  forces  became  engaged,  the  Yankee  cavalry  advanced 
to  the  support  of  the  *^  Buoktails.^'     I  advanced  with  my  command  to 
meet  them,  and  getiking  within  easy  range,  I  opened  with  two  pieces 
of  Chew's  battery-,  which  had  been  masked  in  rear  of  the  cavalry,  and 
drove  them  from  theif  position.     Finding  that  a  severe  ''engagement 
had  taken  place,  and  that  the  brave  Ashby  had  fallen/ Gen  oral  E well 
ordered  me  to  retire,  making  a  heavy  detail  from  my  regiment  to  bear 
off  odr  wounded  oif  hoUeback.      The  next  momingi  June'the  Sth,  I 
aeaumed  command  of  the  brigade.     The  general,  commanding  havin^g 
determined  to  give  battle,* the  cavalry  weror  disposed  of  as  follows: 
The  second  on  picket^ on  the  MoGabeysville  road,,  and  on  General 
Swell's  right  flank.     The  sixth  and  seventh  were  thrown  across  t&e 
river,  pirotecting  the  baggage  train.  .  Two'oompaniaa/Ca|)tain8  MjeU 
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.  autd  Ghiplejy  disgniced  tibems^Iyps  by  ranning,  and  leaying-  the  bridge 
to  be  bamt  by  the  enemy.  The  night  after  the  Battle^  I  was  engaged 
reeonnoitering  the  road  between  Port  Republic  and  Brown's  Gap. 
Major  Breckinridge,  with  the  second  squadron,  second  Virginia  cav- 
alry, was  thrown  on  picket,  on  the  road  to  Swift  Run  Gap,  and  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy,  (Shieldrs  command,)  until  the  battle  com- 
menced the  next  morning  by  the  infantry,  the  second  regiment  bring- 
ing up  the  riear.  Lieutenant  Thomas  Mullen,  company  E,  Was  lefl 
on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge  watching  the  enemy,  which  was  burnt 
before  hecould  cro6S,'and  in  attcmj)iing  to  swim  the  river  he  was 
drowned.  We  were  not  engaged  ;n  the  fight  until  after  the  enemy 
bad  been  routed.-  The  cavalry  then  pursued  them  about  eight  miles, 
capturing  about* one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners, •ftix  or  seven  wagona 
filled  with  plunder,  and  brineipg  off  the  field  two  pieces  of  artillery 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  anq  about  eight  hundred  muskets.  Also 
recaptured  one  of  General  Jacksoti's  staff.  We  encamped  about  mid- 
night near  the  top  ^f  the  mountains,  having  been  without  rations  for 
either  man  or  horse  for  twenty-four  hours.  June  10th,  we  were 
engaged  most  of  the  day,  picking  up  stragglers,  and  sending  off  pris- 
oners to  Lynchburg,  by  the  dismounted  men  of  my  command.  June 
1 1th,  we  started  again  for- the' Valley,  crossed  the  south  and  middle 
branches  of  the  Shenandoah,  camped  near  Mount  Crawford,  and  cap- 
tured two  of  the  enemj's'picket.     Nextmorning,  June  I2th,  we  oc- 

»  cnpied  Harrisonburg,  captured  about  two  hundred  prisoners,  m?iny  of 
them  severely  wounded  in»the- Cross-Keys  fig  t.  We  also  captured 
medicines,  wagons,  camp  equippege,  and  about  two  hundred  Belgian 
guns.  Here  we  again  had  evidence  of  precipitate  retreat  by  the  en- 
emy. I  advanced  my  picket  to  New  Market,  and  then  to  Mount  Jack- 
son, and  held  that  position  until  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  Rob- 
ertson. •  On  the  13th,  a  Yankee  major  and  surgeon  came  up  with 
twenty-eight  ambulances,  under  a  flag  of  truce,*  asking  the  privilege 
of  carrying  off  their  wounded.  For  military  reasons,  it  was  declined 
by  General  Jackson.  (They  having  enough  surgeons  within  our  lines 
to  attend  to  them.)  Having  received  orders  from  General  Jackson  to 
movebaclt  with  my  regiment  to  Port  Republic,  and*  await  further 
orders,  I  there  learned  that  he  was  en  route  fo^  Richmond,  and  that  I 
was  to  follow.  His  command  having  had  three  days  start  of  me,  I  did 
not  overtake  him  until  he  arrived  at  Hanover  Court  House. 

The  weather  had  been  extremely  hot  during  our  campaign  in  the 
Valley^  the  i;oads  macadamized,  and  the  cavalry .urf^rovided  with  horse 
shoes,  and  being  compelled  to  subsist  them  mostly  on  young  grasa 
without  salt,  I  foupd  my  command  in  a  most  deplorable  condition. 
■Our  work  had  been  eternoly  day  and  night.  We  were  under  firfe  twenty- 
six  d^ys  out  of  thirty ;  having  gone  in  with  more  than  one  hundred 
men  unarmed,  we  returned  generally  well  eq^lipped.  History  bears 
no  record  of  the  aame  amount  of  service  performed  by  the  same  num- 
ber of  cavalry  horses  in  the  same  time. 

I  am,  General,  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  T.  MUNPORD, 
•  Colonel  Second  Va,  Cavalry^  commanding  AMry*t  brigade. 
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p.  S.  I  bave  failed  to  mention  any  special  marks  of  gallantry  exhib* 
ited  by  any  of  my  men^  supposing  that  it  has  boon  done  by  those  tinder 
whose  orders  they  were  acting.  I  shall  omit  in  the  rest  of  my  report 
our  Richmond  campaign,  and  begin  at  Waj;erloo  bridge,  where  I  was 
ordered  again  to  report  to  General  Jackson,  in  advance  of  his  army, 
taoring  on  Manassas. 

THOMAS  T.  MUNPOBD. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIBLD. 

Headquarters  V\lley  District,  near  Gordonsville,  >     ^ 

•    \T\ibj  28,  1862.      J 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

AssH  Adft  GenH;  Valley  District  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  different  batteries  of  the  army  in  the  actions  of  Juno  8th 
and  9tfa,  1863,  at  Oross-Eejs  and  Port  Republic : 

On  Sunday  morning,  Sth  instant,  about  nine,  A.  M.,  the  fbdvance 
of  General  Shields'  division  approached  Port  Republic,  on  tbe  Swift 
Run  Gap  road,  and  while  a  part  of  their  cavalry  dashed  into  th^  viU 
lage,  they  opened  fire  from  a  section  of  artillery  on  the  bridge  across 
North  river.  Soon»  two'  pieoes  (a  six-pounder  and  twelve-pounder 
howitzer)  were  brought  across  South  rivpr,  aud  planted  in  the  village. 
As  soon  as  their  firing  had  disclosed  their  approach,  Captain  G.  W. 
Wooding  brought  out  his  batter^  6n  the  bluffs  across  North  river, 
and  opened  on  their  infantry,  which,  to  the  ameuntof  four  regiments, 
was  then  near  the  tqwn.  The  enemy's  advance  was  soon  driven  Ottt 
of  Port  'Republic  by  the  thirty-  seventh  Virginia  infantry,  and  thoir 
six^pouuder  gun  captured.  About  this  time,  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Carpenter  and  Poague  were  brought  out  by  *  Brigadier  General 
Winder,  and  posted  on  the  heights  on  the  w^st  bank  of  the  So^th 
Fork,  and  their  fire  directed  on  the  retreatiog  cavalry,  and  still  ad«. 
vancing  infantry,  of  the  enemy.  Just  then  I  came  up,  and,  encounter- 
ing the  IVljijor. General  commanding,  hid  directed  mo  to  remain  there 
in  oharge  of  these  batteries,  and  a|so  for  4he  purpose  of  forwarding  to 
birit,  about  Gross-Keys,  any  dispatch  sent  to  him  by  Colonel  Mon^ 
ford,  commanding  second  Virginia  cavalry.  The  fire  of  our  batteries 
was  capital.  The  enemy's  infantry  soon  broke  and  fled  down  the 
river;  followed  up  by  our  guns  on  the  opposite  bank,  for  nearly  a 
mile,  wbeik  they  disappeared  in  the  woods  around  a  bend  in  the  road. 
I  waited  till  about  half-past  two,  P.  M.,  and  th%re  being  no  signstof 
any  ihtection  on  the  enemy's  part  to  return,  I  rode  over  towards 
Cross-Keys,  where  the  battle  had  been  raging  between  the  forces  of 
Major  General  Ewell  and  Major  General  Freiyont  since  about  ten, 
A.*  M.  I  found  our  batteries  posted  in  good  positions,  on  a  com* 
mdnding  ridge,  to  the  left  of  the  road.  Their  fire  had  been  djrecited 
by  Brigadier  General  Elzey,  up  to  ihe  time  he  was  woundad ;  and  I 
found  them  holding  their  ground  well,  and  delivering  their  fire  with 
accuracy  and  spil-it.  Those  engaged  wero  the  batteries  of  Captains 
'Oourtnay,  Lusk,  Brockenbrough,  Rice  and  Raines,  while  those  of  Cut* 
:  ihaw  and  Caskie  were  held  in  reserve.  As  I*got  up,  I  found  Captaia 
'Gourtnay's  battery  withdrawing  from  the  field,  as  al^  a  part  of  Cap* 
•tain  Brockenbrough's,  having  exhausted  theiV  ammunition.  Ut>6a  , 
inquiry,  Ifound  the  other  batteries  getting  short  of  ammunition,  and 
.  as  the  ordnance  train  had  taken  a  different  road  fi^p^J^eione  inteiiUed, 
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tmA  WM  a  eonsiderable  distance  awaj,  I  slackened  the':-  i.re  to  cot- 
Mmoiid  with  that  of  the  enemy. 

Dome  of  these  batteHes  snifered  a  good  deal  from  the  cnemj^s  fire 
of  MMdl  arms,  but  all  held  their  ground.  At  one  time  tho«(e  of  Ca;>- 
tuns  Bice  and  Raines  had  to  be  withdrawn  to  the  rear  for  a  short 
distance  for  this  rea^ir.  Captain  Raines'  batter j  was  particularly 
nell  and  gallantly  managed,  he  haying  his  horses  shot  and  serviog  a 
^QB  himself  when  short  of  canqoneers.  The  enemy's  fire  soon 
eeaaed,  and  his  guns  withdrew  from  the  field.  '  None  of  our  guns  or 
caissons  were  lost  or  injured  in  this  affair. 

On  Monday  morning,  June  9th,  I  rode  down  from  Port  Republic,* 
«n  the  Swifc  Run  Gap  road,  and  found  the  pickets  of  General  Shields' 
adraace  ][>eing  driven  in  by  Brigadier  (}cneral  0.  S.  Wioder,  with 
ttkirmisbers  and  Carpenter's  battery.  The  enemy  had  a  battery  of 
six  guns  (five  of  them  rifled)  posted  on  an  old  coaling,  at  Lewiston, 
from  which  they  soon  opened  an  accurcte  fire  npoa  our  approaching 
.infantry.  Their  battery  was  at  once  engaged  by  two  rifiod  guns  of- 
Obtain  Poague's  battery,  posted  in  an  open  field,  to  the.  left  of  the 
road.  Just  then  the  Major  General  commanding  sent  me  hack  to  Port 
Bepitblic  to  hurry  up  the  8th  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  R.  Taylor. 
Having  done  this,  I  proceeded  to  order  up.  the  rilled  guns  from  our 
diierent  batteries.'  Many  of  them  I  found  bhort  of  ammunition,  from 
the  previous  day's  ^gagement  and  their  ignorance  of  the  .^xact 
locality  of  our  ordnance  train.  To  supply  them  consumed  some 
time,  and  they  could  only  go'  into  acti<5n  in  succcBsion.  Those 
ordered«up  were  guns  from  the  batteries  of  Captafns  Chew,  Brocken- 
brough,  Raines,  Courtnjay  and  Lusk,  the  latter  of  whom  did  not  get  his 
ammunition  in  time  to  engage  in  action.*  As  they  camo  up  they  were 
posted  near  Captains  Poague  a'hd  Carpenter,  oti  the  left  of  the  road,  , 
»nd  fired,  advancing,  a  part  on  the  battery  .and  a  part  on  the  infantry 
of  ihe  enemy.  The^r  fire  was  good,  and  they  were  generally  well 
managed,  particularly  that  oCCiptain  Poague,  which  was  subjected  to 
•  heavy  infantry  fire,  and  only  fell  back  under  orders. 

At  one  time'  the  enemy's  infantry,  observing,  perhaps,  the  small- 
neib  of  our  .supporting  force  of  infantry,  advanced  across  the  field, 
somewhat  to  our  left  arid  front,  and,  by  a  heavy  concentrated  musketry 
fire, -foreed  back  our  infantry. support,  in  consequence  of  which  oyr 
^nfishad  to  retire.  The  enemy's  advance  ^as  soon  checked  by  an 
attack  on  their  flank  by  Major  General  Ewell,  and  our  batteries  en- 
abled to  resume  the  •  engagement,  but  not  before  the  enemy  had  'got 
one  of  Captain  Poague's  six-pounder  guns,  which  they  cither  carri  d 
offer  managed  to  coficeal.  When  the  enemy  were  finally  routed,  the 
pursuit  was  continued  by  parts  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Woodinff 
asdOaskie,  with  just.8pirit  and  serious  effect,  and  tb%  enemy  forced 
io  abandon  the  only  gan  thfiy  were  seen  to  carry  fjpm  the  field. 
y^itik  the  exception  of  thtf  one  gun  of  Captain  Poague's  battery  above 
referred  to,  none  of  our  pieces  or  caissons  were  lost,  and  none  dam- 
aged; There  were  captured  from. the  enemy  si:;  guns  and  a  twelve- 
poundjBfr  howitsser,  j^ith  caissons  and  all  the  limbers,  except  one.  One 
ortw6  of  these  caisstes  and  limbers  were' slightly  damaged,  and  one   ' 
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fffikedy.  and  the  carriage  broken  and  pretty  much  ^eatrayed.  Tha^f 
wero  all  repoited  to  the  quarterniaster,  and  brought  off.  The  gwam 
#erc  turned  over  to  Brigaidier  General  R  Taylor,  as  also  the  unhurt 
c^iBsons,  except  one  gnn/  which  was  assigned  to  Captain  Wooding, 
ind  a  travelling  forgew  given  to  Captain  Brookenbrough. 
"i^our  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colomel  an<i  Chief  of  ArfillayVaUey  Disirict. 
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EBPORT  OF  LIBUTErfANT  COLONJJL  MARTIN. 

Hba0quarter8  FoRTr-SEGOND  Reoiment  Virgini\.  Vols.,  ) 
Gamp  near  Port  Republic,  June  15,  1862.      J 

Captaia  R.  N.  Wilson,  A.  A.  G,: 

Caftaim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transit  to,  yon,  for  the  inforaaiion 
of  Colonel  Patton,  commaiidiQg  second  brigade,  Valley  Didtriet,  tb« 
following  report  of  the  operation  of  the  forty-aecond. regiment  Yir- 
^aia  Tol on teera,. daring  the  recent  engagements  of  the  8th  and  9th, 
maar  Port  Bepnblio : 

Beiveen  eight  and  nine  o'clo^,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant, 

the  forty*aecond  regiment  receiTed  orders  from  headqnarters  to  load 

tlieir  wagena,  foi^m  qnickly^  and  proceed  from  their  encampment, 

^iriiiek  waa  -about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Port  Repablic,  on  the  Har« 

riaoaborg  nmd.     Thb  regiment  was  promptly  condncted  to  the  heights 

Bear  Port  Republic,  omd  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in  an  open 

field,  in  reaf  of  our  batteries,  and  in  yiew  of  die  rotreating  enemy,  on 

tke  opposite  side  of  the  Shenandoah  river.     We  retained  that  position 

msUil  about  one  o'clock,  in  hearing  of  heavy  cannonading  and  mnM^ 

kelry  in  omr  rear,  when  I  was  ordered   by  Colonel  Patton  to  move 

my  regiment  quicbiy  in  that  direction.     I  accordingly  promptly  pat 

Biy  regiment  in  motion,  and  conducted  them  back  along  the  Harrison* 

barg  road  to  a  church,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  where  I  was  met  by 

Colonel  Patfeon,  and  received  orders  to  thfow  my  regiment  in  line  of 

battle,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  march  them  in  quick  time  in  the 

direetion  of  4he  firing,  which  I  aeeordingly  did ;  and,  after  marching 

'them  several  hundred  yards,  I  received  orders  to  conduct  my  regiment 

to  the   left  of  the  position    occupied  by  our  batteries,     I  accord* 

ingly  placed  myself  at  the  head  of  the  regiment,  and  conducted  it 

through  an*  ppen  field,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  in  reftr  of  our  batte* 

ries,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shells  and  Minnie  balls  from  the  enemy. 

On  reaching  the  -woods,  I  was  met  by  Captain  Nelson,  of  General 

Eiiell's  staff,  who  conducted  us  a  short  distance  to  General  Ewell,  by 

whom  I  waS'Ordered  to  place  my  legiment  in  position  on  the  brow' of 

the  hill  to  the  left  of  our  batteries,  whicfi  position  we  occupied  about 

half  an  hour,  many  shells  and  Minnie  balls  passing  over  us      We  were 

Aen  conducted  by  Colonel  Patton  about  three  hundred  yards  further 

to  the  left,  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  firsf  Virginia  battalion,  whjsn 

I  threw  out  two  companies  of  skirmishers,  comoAnded  by  Captain 

Dobbins.     We  marched  a  short  distance,  then  changed  direction  to 

the  right,  proceeding  d6wn  quite  a  steep  hill,  crossed  a  small  stream, 

about  which  place  there  were  traces  of  repeated  and  heavy  skirmishing 

on  bodi  sides— -our  skirmishers,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  the  captain  in 

comnfand,  at  one  time  driving  back  an  entire  regiment  of*  the  enem^, 

the^^aaualties  of  which,  upon  our  side,  have  been  given  in  a  report 

whioh  I  have  l&eretofore.  had  the  honor  of  submitting.     Shortly  after 

eresaing  the  stream,  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment  passed  in  ou^r 
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rear,  and  formed  on  our  left.  We  continiied  our  march  in  the  direo* 
tion  of  the>roady  a  short  time  before  reaching  if hich  a  sharp  fire  from 
the  enemy  drove  in  our  skirmishers,  and  we  halted,  which  was  then 
about  dark.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  a  little  before  day- 
break the  next  morning,  in  fall  ti^w  of  the  eneypay's  camp  fires  and 
hearing  of  their  voices.  About  eleven  o^clock  at  night,  a  scouting 
party,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  four  men  of  the  fifth  Connecticut 
cavalry,  rode  up  to  a  picket  posted  on  the  Harrisonburg  road»  and 
wer«o  captured,  and  were  evidei;^tly  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  we  were 
in  their  vicinity. 

A  little  before  daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  9tfa  instant,  Golo* 
nel  Patton  returned  to  my  regiment,  and  conducted  .us^  with  the  first 
Virginia  battalion,  back  to  the  church,  where  we  were  thrown  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  previous  day.  We  were  then  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Oeneral  Trimble,  and  brought  up  the  refar  of  our  column, 
then  crossing  the  bridge  at  Port  Repablic,  which  bridge  was  burned 
about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  we  marched  down  the  rilrer  two  or^ 
threfi  miles,  and. finding  the  column  of  Oeneral  Shields  completely 
routed,  wo  weie  ordered  across  the  mountain  at  Brown's  Oap,  and 
eemped  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  Kidge. 

During  the  whole  of  the  two  dnysin  qiu.«tion,  alibongh  losing  only 
ono  man  killed  and  two  wounded,  as  suied  iu  a  foemor  rqport,*we 
were,  nevertheless,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  fho  enemy,  both  artillery 
and  infantry,  for  several  hoars  on  the  8ih  in<t:int,»and,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  that  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  remarkable  coolness 
and  bravery.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Captain  your  obedient  aerlpant, 

WILLIAM  MARTIN,  Lieutenant  fkUmd, 
Commanding  Forty-Seeond  Regimefit  Virginia  ^oldnticre. 
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•abport  of  Lieutenant  colonel  funk. 

Hkadquarters  Fifth  Reg't  Va.  Infantrt,  > 
June  i  I,- 1862.  J 

Captain  O'Brien,  2t. -4.  Genera/; 

»• 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  an  order  from  headquarters  GrsI  brigade, 
I  iBAke  the  fallowing  report  of  mj  regiment  in  the  engagements  of 
the  8th  and  9th  instants  : 

Jnne  8th.  The  drum  tfeat  to  arms  abont  nine,  A.  M.  ,Our  wagons 
weje  unloaded,  and  tho  men  cooking.  Harrtedly  we  loaded  the  wagons, 
and  wore  ready  to  move.  I  reeeived  orders  to  move  in  the  direetkfa 
of  the  Port  Republic  bridge,  which  the  enemy  were  then  trying  fee 
4^stroy.  Arriving  near  the  bridge,  I  was  ordered  to  support  Poague's 
battery,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  leading  from  Harrisonburg  to  Por| 
Republic.  The  enemy  were  in  line  of  battle  near  a  strip  of  wood  beyond 
the  river,  on  the  Swift  Ran  gap  and  Port  Republic  road.  Our  battery 
fired  some  weli^aimed  shots  into  their  lines,  causing  them  to' retire  in 
much  disorder.  I  then  moved  by  tho  left  flank  some  three  hundred  yards 
across  the  the  road^  where  my  command  laid  behind  the  battery  until 
four,  P.  M.,  when  ordered  to  Port  Republic.         •   . 

Immediately  after  crossing  the  bridge,  I  received  "orders  to  retura 
to  the  position  just  left,  where  I  remained  until  ordered  to  camp,  half 
a  mile  beyond  Portr  Republic,  where  my  command  cooked  two  days' 
rations. 

Juae  9th.  Early  upon  this  morning,  f  left  camp  south  of  Porfe 
Republic,  passed  through  the  village,  crossed  the  ravine  on  a  tempo** 
rary  bridge,  and  maroh^  in  direction  of  Swift  Riin  Grap.  Marching 
seme  two  miles,  we  fell  upon  the  enemy,  and  General  Winder  ordered  ' 
ne  to  support  Poague's  battery,  posted  in  a  wheat  field,  .on  the  left  of 
the  road.    The  enemy  shelled  us  furiously. 

Remaining  in  this  position  half  an  hour,  I  received  an  order  to 
move  by  the  left  flank  some  four  hundred  yards,  to  the  left  to  support 
a  piece  of  the  afore-mentioned  battery,  moved  to  this  point.  Company 
Xi,  Captain  Burke>  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  who  soon  Qame  in 
contact  with  a  company  deployed  by  the  enemy,  from  the  mth  Ohio.* 
Driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back,  upwards  of  a  hundred  yards,  I 
was  ordered  to  my  skirmishers'  support. 

Moving  off  by  the  left  flank  to  the  river  bank,  I  threw  my  column 
in  line  of  battle,-and  marched  to  within  fifty  yards  of  my  skirmishers. 
Colonel  Hays,, of  the  seventh  LouiBiana  volunteors,  then  came  up  on 
my  right,  and  wa  charged  through  an  orchard  and  across  a  wheat 
field,  .the  enemy  prud^itly  retiring  three  or  four  hundred  yards.  We 
rushed  through  a  pond  of  water  to  the  opposite  shore,  where  the  enemy  * 
9p<^d  a  terrific  fire  upon  us.  We  returned  it,  and  were  exposed  to  a 
muraerous  crcMS  fire.  One  regiment  of  the  enemy  was  in  our  front,  in 
a  lane  in  rear  of  Mr.  Fletdier's  house,  anothea  regiment  lav  in  a  wheat 
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field,  and  immediately  on  our  left,  aud  some  three  or  foar  oompames 
lay  behind  the  river  bankfi.  I  despatched  one  company  to  try  end  dis- 
lodge the  latter.  My  men  stood  firmly,  and  poared  death  intJ^their 
ranks  with  all  the  rapidity  and  go'od  will  that  the  position  weald  admit. 
A  field  ofiicer,  mounted  on  a  grey  steed,  rode  in  front  of  my  regiment' 
waving  his  hat  and  cheering  his  in^n,  but  he  was  soon  picked  off  by 
some  of  my  sharpshooters. 

Finding  that  my  yien's  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  that 
we  would  soon  be  compelled  to  fall  back'unless  relief  was  sent  me,  I 
dispatched  Lieutenant  MeCarny  to  General  Winder  asking  for  rein- 
forcements. But  before  aid  reached  me  many  of  my  men  had  fired 
their  last  cartridge,  but  remained  in  ranks  for  the  word  ^'charge  upon 
th#  ranks  of.  the  foe."  In  the  meantime  th^  centre  of  our  line  gave 
way  exposing  my  regiment.  The  enemy  had  already  attempted  to 
tank  my  regiment,  and  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  fall  back.  I  had  nearly 
reformed  my  i^giment  at  the  edge  of  the  orchard,  when  *the  aevefith 
Louisiana,  which  bad  partly  formed,  was  scattered  by  a  raking  fiije 
tnd  rushed  through  my  line,  scattering  my  men.  General  Trimble 
came  riding  up  at  a  bam,  some  four  hundred  yards  from  our  aban  • 
dtfned  position,  and  asked  them  to  go  no  further.  I  succeeded  in 
rallying  all  that  were  near  me  and  sent  Major  Williams  to  rally  the 
others,  which  he  did. 

I  was  again  ordered  to  support  Poague's  battery,  which  had  fallen 
back  to  their  positien  at  the' commencement  of  the  engagement.  The 
enemy  soon  gave  way.  I  followed  with  my  command  in  pursuit  for 
four  mile^,  when  ordered  back,  taking  a  back  road,  eaoamped  oa  top 
of  the  mountain,  which  I  reached  at .  midnight.  •  Many  of  my  men 
fell  along  the  road-side,  worn  out  and  exhausted  fi*om  the  hard  labor 
of  the>  day.  In  the  pursuit  we  secured  the  colors  of  the  fifth  Ohio, 
which  was  left  on  the  field  in  their  flight. 

I  deem  it  proper  here  to  state  that  the.  officers  and  men,  •under  my 
command,  behaved  more  gallantly  than  I  ever  witnessed  them  before. 
The  coolness  displayed  by  them  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  was 
,  worthy  the  veterans  who  have  contested  with  the  insolent  invaders, 
every  step  from  Uie  Potomac,  up  their  beautiful  Valley,  and  on  the 
Sth,  held  their  position  in  face  of  superior  numbers,  under  the  mur- 
derous fire  of  grape,  shell  and  musketry,  falling  back  when  coiJipletely 
overpowei^,  and  then  only  to  be  rallied  by  the  words  of  their  com- 
tnanders. 

Major  H.  J.  Williams  assisted  me  in  the  command,  and  acquitted 
himself  honorably,  cheering  and  encouraging  the  men,  by  elample, 
to  the  work  which  was  so  well  executed.  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Arnold, 
commanding  company  I,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  company.  He  was  a  noble  young  officer,  whose  loss  will  be 
seriously  felt  by  all  who  knew  him.  •Lieutenant  Wrig£t,  company  D, 
was  wounded  and  is  a  prisoner.  Adjutant  Comall  received  a  wound 
darly  in  the  action,  and  was  sent  to  the  rear.  Robert  Fisher,  color- 
sergeant,  who  bravely  bore  the  colors  to  the  front  amid  the  showers  of 
shell  and  bullets,  was  wounded.  Corporal  Walter  Monteiro  rocked 
and  supported  our  banner  manfully  thron^^  the  engagement. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.  ,  109       . 

'tht  easualfcies  are  as  followfl :  Killed,  foar ;  wounded,  eighty-nine  ; 
missing,  twenty.     Total,  one  hundred  and  thirteen. 
BsaI  and  file,  447,  (strength  of- regiment.) 

With  hut  one  regret,  that  we  were  unanble  to  do  more  in  repiilsinc: 
.these  yandal?,  who  have  pointed  our  fair  Valley  by  theii?  presence,  I 
subknit. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  L.  FUNK, 
.    ^  Lieut,  Colonel  5th  Virginia  Valunteen. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTEiTaNT  COLONEL*  GARNETT. 

Hbadquarters  Fortt-Eiguth  Regiment  Yirginia  Xous., 
Camp  near  Port  Republic^  Fb.,  Jnne'ld,  166J. 

To  Captain  R.  N.  Wilson,  A.  A.  General^  Second  Brigade: 

Captain  :  I  ];iaye  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yoa,  for  th»  information 
of  Colonel  Patton,  commanding  the  secodd  brigade,  .a  report  of  the 
'Operations  of  the  forty-eighth  I egiment  Virginia  \K>lunteer8,  daring 
the  recent  engagement  of  the  8th,  near  Port  Republic. 

At  about  eight  o'clock,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  men  marched  to  the 
^hlllsoverlooking  Port  Republic,  and  took  up  a  line  of  battle,  in  which 
we  remained  during  a  heavy  cannonade  of  somo  twp  or  three  hours. 
Orders  were  then  received  to  mareh  to  the  rear,  in  the  direction  of  the 
firing.  The  forty-eighth  regiment,  followed  by  th^*other  portion  of 
this  brigade,  moved  rapidly  to  the  scene  of  action.  Colonel  PattoA 
then  detached  the  forty-eighth  regiment,  and  ordered  me  to  movo  for- 
ward to  the  left  of  the  road  to  support  a  battery,  strongly  threatened 
with  bding  charged  by  the  enemy.  Here  General  Eweii  placed  the 
regiment  in  position,  ordering  to  the  front,  as  skirmishers^  all  the  men 
with  long-range  guns.  We  remained  at  this  place  until  about  eight 
'  o'clock,  at  night,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  camp.  Casualties  dur- 
ing the  day  were  three  men  killed,  and  one  officer  and  eight  men 
wounded.  * 

.  Very  respectfully, 

•  THOS.  S.  GARNETT, 
iMvi.  Colonel  cofm^ding  48M  regiment  Va,  Vols. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  QARNETT. 

Headquarters  Fortt-eighth  Reg.  Ya.  YoLiiNTBEBSy  ) 
Camp  near  Port  RepMk,  Va.,  Jane  15,  1862.    '  5 

To  Captain  R,  N.  Wilson, 

A.  A.  Cfeneral,  Second  Brigade : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information 
of  Colonel  Patton,  commanding  the  second  brigade,  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment,  daring  the  recent 
engagement  of  the  9th,  near  Port  Republie.  At  daylight  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th,  the  forty-eighth  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Major  General  Jackson  at  Port  Republic.  On  reaching  this  point,  I 
fotind  that  the  General  had  left  for  the  field  of. battle,  and  I  imme- 
diately inarched  the  regiment  there,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion with  General  Winder's  brigade,  and  acted  in  conjunction  with 
his  and  the  Louisiana  brigade,  until  the  epemy  was  routed.  The 
forty-eighth  regiment  then'  joined  in  the  pursuit,  throwing  out  skir- 
mishers, and  succeeded  in  ca;pturiDg  some  sixty  prisoners.  Return • 
ing,  we  reached  camp  about  two  o^ clock,  Monday  night. 

Oasuolties  during  the  dsy,  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  * 

THOS.  S.  GARNBTT, 
lAeut.  CM*  commanding  Second  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEIGH. 


Headquarters  First  Va»  Battalion,  P.  A.,  C.  S.  A.,  > 
Camp  near  Port  Republic,  JutkO  15tby  166S.  ) 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  tb  transmit  to  you  for  th^  informjUion 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  second  l)rigade,  a  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  fiVst  Virginia  battalion.  Provisional  arraj,  C.  S.  A.,  on 
ihe  8th  and  9th  instants. 

At  about  half-past  eight  o'cloct,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, the.  battalion,  along  with 'the  rest  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered 
to  load  the  wagons,  form  quickly,  and  proceed  from  their  encamp- 
ment, which  was  situated  on  the  road  from  Harrisonburg  to  Port 
Republic,  about  a  mile  from  the  latter  place,  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Republic. 

On  our  reaching  the  brow  of  the  heights,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Shenandoah,  overlooking  Port  Republic,  the  battalion  was  detached 
from  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  and  ordered  to  support  a  rifled  piece 
belonging  to  Cutshaw's  battery.  The  piece  moved  off  to  the  left  and 
assumed  a  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  We  followed  it,  and 
laid  in  a  hollow  netirly  in  its  rear,  until  about  half-past  two  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  During  this  time,  we  saw  parties  of  the  enemy  re- 
treating in  confusion,  under  the  fire  of  our  batteries,  down  the  right 
bank  of  Shenandoah.  -  They  were  pursued  by  our  cavalry  until  they 
reached  the  point  where  the  road  enters  the  woods.  At  that  point 
the  oneiry,  made  a  stand,  and  their  artillery  drove  our  cavalry  back. 
About  half- past  two  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  battalion  was  ordered  , 
to  rejoin  the  brigade.*  In  order  to  do  so,  it  was  necessary  for  us  to 
march  back  on  the  Harrisonburg  road  to  a  point  near  the  three-mile 
sign  post  from  Port  Republic.  At  that  point  wo  were  met  by  Captain 
Nelson,  of  General  EwelPs  staff,  and  conducted  to  a  position  occupied 

by  Colonel  Letcher's  regiment,  ( Virginia)  a  short  distance  to 

the  left  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  further  towards  Harrisonburg.    We 
toob  our  place  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  that  regiment  in  pro- 
longation of  that  line.     It  was   then  about  four  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing.    We  remained  here  about  an  hour,  and  during  this  time  a  num- 
ber of  shells  and  Minie  balls  passed  near  us.     In  the  meantime.  Col- 
onel Patton,  who  commanded  our  brigade,  came   up  with  the  forty- 
second  regiment  of  Virginia  volunteers   and   dr>3W  it   up  in  line  of 
battle  to  our  left.     About  a  quarter  after  five«o'clcck  in  the  evening, 
the  brigade  moved  forward  in   line  of  battle   through  the  woodsC     A 
line  of  skirmishers  preceded  us   and  drove   out  a   few  skirmishers  of 
the  enei]]yy  with  some  loss  on   each  side.     After  proceeding  a  short 
distance,  we  changed  direction  to  the  right,   and  proceeding  down  a 
^considerable  declivity  and  across  a  sn/all  ctreaAi,  approached  the  road. 
Shortly  before  we  resched  the  road  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment  oj^ 
volunteers  joined  us,  and   formed   on  our   left.     As   we  reached  the 
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I  hftTO  the  hoiKNr  to  be^  Captain, 
«...  .  Your  obedient  ^enranty 

t        B.  W.  LEIGrf, 
O^.  cmfM9KJ^g  lif  Fa.  JM.,  P.  J.  C.lSv  ii. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAm  POAQUl.  '        " 

Brown's  Gap,  Virginia,  Jona  11,  t66t, 

<}«|^MlliJ.  F«  O'Bkiex.  «    '         .  ^      - 

\i.  il.  (y.,./fra^  brigade  K  D.  : 

CAPtAfir:  I  hav%  the  honor  to  submit -the  following  report  of  the 
•otion  of  the  battery  under  my  comman^l,  o%the  Sth  and  9A  instants, 
Mar  Fort  Republic,  Virginia: 

Ob  the  morning  of  the  8tb,  in  obedience  to  directions  from  Briga* 
iier  General  Winder,  I  hastened  from  camp  with  one  of  my  Parrott 

Gnsy  the  first  hitched  up  and  ready  to  move,  in  the  direction  of  the 
idg6  at  Port  Republic,  about  three-fourths  of 'a  mile  distant.     Under. 
ike  direction  of  Major  General  Jackson,  in  person,  this  gun  was 

tlaeed  in  posit jon  in  the  wheat  field  near  the  bridge,  commanding  both< 
;  and  the  country  beyqnd  the  Shenandoah  river.  This  pieoe  drove  the 
enemy's  cavalry  from  beyond  the  river,  and  fired  two  shots  at  a  six* 

Maunder,  stationed  by   the  enemr-  at  the   further   extremity  of  the 
Dridge,  when  the  cannoneers  abandoned  the. gun  and  retreated  across 
#ie  river,  taking  the  Hmber  with  them*    After  this  piece  had  been« 
^laead  in  position,  I  hurried  back  and  found  my  other  guns,  four  in 
K^oaber,  taking  a  position,  under  the  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  Winder,  on^ 
m  ridee  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  nearly  opposite^  the  position  occu- 
pied by  two  pieces  ot  the.  enemy's  (.rtillery,  which  hadkept  up  an  ir- 
regular fire  for  some  time.     After  two  or  three  shots  from  my  battery,, 
ftese  two  guns  ceased  firing.     One  of  them,  I  learn,  was  afterwards 
fraud ifithe  woods  near-by.     Thereafceri  my  guns,  in  conjunction 
with  Carpenter's  battery,  were  tutn^  upon  the  enemy's  infantry,  aev*. 
•nU  regiments  of  which  were  within  range.     They  were  soon  driven 
Vaciy  retreating  in  coneiderable  haste,  leaving  some  of  their  dead  along* 
Ae  rcMd.     Two  of  my  gune  were  thw  moved  about  a  mile  down  the 
river,  to  a  peeitie&  Iron)  which  to  sweep  the  road,  if  the  enemy  should  t 
again  endeavor  to  advanoe.     This,  however,  was  not  attemptedi^nd! 
riiortly  after  dark  afl  of  my  guns  were  taken  to  esmp. 
Seveaty-three  rank  and  file,  (strength  of  company.) 
Oa  the  morning  of  the  dih,  having  crossed  South  river,  and  fol- 
lowing the  briged^  about  one  and  a  half  miles  down  the  road  leading 
fe  Swift  Run  Gap,  I  received  orders  to  place  two  Parrott  pieces  on 
Ihe  left  of  the  road,  from  which  position  they  opened  on  the  eneray'a- 

^  batteries.  The  balance  of  my  guns,  being  of  short  range,  were  kept' 
nnder  cover.  After  firing  about  two  hours,  shifting  position  occa- 
sionally to  the  left,  I  received  an  order  to  take  one  of  my  Parr<ltt 
gnna  to  a  point  indicated,  some  distance  down  the  road,  within  sherl* 
range  of  ^e  enemy's  batteries.  From  this  point,  under  a  hot  fire- 
ItRom  four  of  their  gune,  a  rapid  fire  was  kept  up,  partly  en  their  bal»- 
terieSy  and  partly  on  their  infantvy,>'with  cantsijter^  until  thereamuni-. 

^tlon  was  exbaueied^  when^I  ordered  vtJie  •piece  tovretire  -a  ikMtt^S»^ 

-lance  np  tlie  read.    Hastening Maeroas  vie  #thecle%  ^iheve  mj  ^odufr 

Huia  Kad  Im^  c^r^^  Qp»  t^iig*gv«  |M  a«tiUeiy.aa4  infaa^  af  «li»* 
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tntmff  I  tvmi  tbtl  ikey  hftd  ratireA  to  tha  pMilioft  ftrti  ocefUJl  in 
ibejnoroiAg.,,  Xhe  officer  in  cliai:g6  of  tbem^  Li0iitea«.Dt  Grftham^  in- 
formed me  that  after  our  infantry  began  to  fall  back,  he  Ordered  the 
guns  to  be  limbered  to  the  rear  -and  retire.'  Having  lo^  hi^  hors^  in 
the'^ngag^ment,  and  being  some  distance  behind  the  guns,  he  aent 
three  difierent  messengers  on,  ia*h9^ve  tjieguns  halted  in  thd  oi«hard. 
These  orders  were  not  received  l)y  the  Lieutenant  ito  charge.  After 
the  })Mte/j  had  commenced  falling  back,  the  fourth^  piece,  a  brass jix- 

Sounder,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Davis,  was  ordered  ty  Briga- 
ier  General  Winder  to  Salt  and  fire  on  the  advancing  infantry  of 
the  enemy.  While' unlimbering,  Lieutenant  Davis  was  severely,  and 
several  cannoneers  slightly,  wounded  by  the  infantry  of  the  enemy; 
two  of  the  horses  were  also  shot,  one  of  them  falling  across  tbe  pole. 
But  few  liien  being  left  with  th^  gun,  the  enemy  within  a  hundred 
jards,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to  extricate  the  wgunded  horse,  it 
iras  abandoned ;  the  piece  was  taken  from  the  field  by  the  enemy  ; 
tkough  the  limber  wa8  afterwards  recovered.  A  careful  search  .was- 
imade  for  the  gun,  but  nothing  heard  from'  it.  Three  of  my  piecea 
were  again  moved  forward,  ana  assisted  in  the  final  dislodgment  and 
rout  of  the  enemy,  joining  in  the  pursuit  for  about  two  miles,  wliea 
1  received  orders  to  halt.  The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties,  all 
of  which  occurred  on  the  9th* 

Lieutenant  James  C.  Davis,  severely  woutded  in  the  side  ;  jrivatea 
3.  T.  Gibbs,  slightly  in  the  foot ;  James  Jficely,  slightly  in  hand  ^ 
Williarii  Cox,  slightly  in  arm ;  Frank  Singleton,  missing,  and  be- 
lieved to  be  severely  wounded. 

•  A  number  of  others  were  slightly  Bruised.  The  conduct  of  all  llie 
men  and  officers  engaged  was  unexceptionable.  .  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  * 
;  WILLIAM  T.  POAGUE,         ' 
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sviioie  time.     With  Captain   O'Brien's  perinis-' 

ber  section,   under  command    of    Lieu  tenant 

-ition  on  the  extreme  rigbt,  as  there  w«||  dd 

,£>  il.nhif  til  iret  :i  cros3  fir©  upon  the  enatty. 

nge  of  the  enemy's  gune,  *nd 

^irteti«ii  upmi  iii9«i  wito  BtiLii      Very  euon  the  infantry  of  the  einemy 

Wpn  to  i4vftM«  if  on  him,  when  I  ordered  a  round  or  two  of  can- 
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itteV,  wkidi  staggered  tbAin.  iSe  continued  to  pour  eanister  iste 
their  r»nks;and  maintained  hie  ground  uniil  his  ammQiiitj0p»  except 
%few  shell,  was  exhausted,  in  consequence  of  which,  and  the'clAe 
proximitj  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  him  to  move  to  the  rear  ^4  £H 
ms  limbers  sgain.  I  then  went  to  look  after  mj  other  section,  on  the 
left.  After  getting  nearly  there,  I  found  that  it  had  already  been 
Ofdered  to  the  rear.  The  artillery  duel  was  a  |harp  oae,  h*nsig  boea 
fenj^ht  principally  with  eanister  and  short-range  shell. 

The  lollowing  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  sustained  in  «iy  company  ; 
lliems  Jer4iii»  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded  in  head ;  fisuauel 
0:  Carpenter,  gunner,  severely  in  arm ;  «WilHam  McAllister,  slightly 
m  side;  Joh'n  Mackay^  slightly  in  thigh;  George  Byrd,  slightly  in 
eheek,  I  lost  two  horses  killed ;  Uiree  were  disabled,  and  had  to  be 
lelk  OB  the  field.  Strength  on  the  8th,^rank  and  file,  seventy;* 
i^trength  on  the  OtlT,  rank  and  file^  fifty-five — elevetL  not  engaged. 
■'•      *  Very  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  CAEPBKTER, 
Ommmmiing  BaUtrf* 
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COnr  OF  FREMONT'S  ORDER  OF  MARCH. 
MomrtAiW  Department,  Headquarters  Army^  in  the  PiELit,  > 


Harris<mburg,  tone  8,  W62.   •  I     -^ 

0  R  D  4  R      O  F*     M  A  tl  <5  «  . 

Advance  Guard, 

'  •  i  .      • 

i.  CoLmdi  ClMBeret'B  brigade,    ..  .        i! 

2,  Tlie  pioneers  of  rII  brigacleay.as  also  the  axemen  of  ^^^'7  regi- 
neat,  to  starfe  at  &ve»  A.  M.  j       \^ 

S.  Fbnrth  New  York  cayalry. 

4.  Genersl  StaU-8  brigRde,  wit^  BacktaU  Hifles  as  flankers, /it 
5.30  o'clock.  A,  M. 

Main  Cb&ann. 

5.  Oa?a]ffj,  B&dtr  command  of  Colonel  Zagon§j»  aA  £.45  o'clock, 
<A.  M.  % 

(.  General  Milroy's  brigade^  at  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 

7.  Ctenafal  Sobenck'a  brigade,  at  6.15  o'clock,  A.  M.  . 

8.  Oeseral  Steinwehr's  brigade,  at  6. SO  o'clock,  A.M. 
>.  General  Train's  brigade,  at  6.45,  A.  M. 

.      JZeer  CiwrdL 

10.  General  Bayard's  brigade. 

Eseb  regiment  to  be  accompanied  by  Its  ambalances  and  a  suffi- 
cient Rumber  of  wagond  to  carry  their  cooking  utensils. 
The  train  will  more  in  the  order  of  brigades. 
All  koisee  miable  to  perform  serrice  to  be  left  at  this  place  until 
farther  orders. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Fremont. 

(Signed,)  ALBERT  TRACY, 

Colonel  arid  A,  A:   General. 
OSeial: 

6.  Campbell  Brown,  • 

A.  A.  Generai  Third  Divinon. 
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OPERATIONS  AROUND  RICHMOND. 


lUBPORT  OF  ^AJOR  GBKERAL  LONGSTREET. 


HbADQUARTBRB,  NEAR  RiCIIMONU,  Jttlj  .39^  19fi4. 

Colonel  R.  H.  Chiltow/^.  A,  General : 

'  Colonel:  In  obedienee  to  confidential  Generi^l  Orders*  No.  7a»  and 
^Tioosly  »cruiged  plansy  the  divieion  of  Major  general  D.  H.  Hill 
Md  mj  own,  wece  put  in  marchy  the  former  at  two,  the  latter  at  three 
#'<Aoek,  A.  M.y  on  the  S6th,  for  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike^  to  await 
Ifce  progreee  of  theaenmand  af  Maj.  Generale  Jackson: %nd  A.  P.  Hill. 
The  two  divisiona,  were  in  positionfin  front  of  Mechauiosvillo  bridge, 
at  eight  o'clock  A.  M»,  bat  some  unaToidable  dejaj  in  the  moYewieiit, 
^  thjd  troopt  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahotninj,  iLepfus  in.  wait* 
ic^  antil  abojit  th|«e  o'clock,  P.  M,,  Vrhe]^,  the.  advance  of  Major  Gen^ 
tral  A.  P«  Hill's  command  was  discov^ed.  The  divisions  were  put  ia 
vaadiaaas  to  cress  at  ahj  moment,  apd  at  six  o'clock  the  enemj  h*d 
been  tamed  and  driven  back  far  encash  to  enable  the  head  of  our 
aalnmn  to  pass  the  bridges.  Brigadier  General  Hapten  volonteered 
lo  give  directions  and  posi^ons  to  our  heavy  batteries^  opposite  Me<» 
chanicsville,  now  £ecom,c  useless,  and  to  follow  the  movements  of  our 
tsoopa  down  the  river.  The  batteries  followed  oar  movements^  and 
played  upon  the  enemy's  lines  with  good  effect. 

Ripley's  Brigade  of  D.  H.  Hill's  division  was  thrown  forward,  and 
foon  became  engaged  in  a  sharp  fight  with  the  enemy  ataBeaver  Dam 
frcek,  a  stream  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  wide,  with  perpendicular 
banks,  from-  six  to  eight  feet  high.  The  enemy  being  ver/  strongly; 
posted  behind  this  creek,  with  the  bridges  destroyed^  theSjO-^gallant^ 
trbop§  could  accomplish  but  little  before  night.  A  very  handsonie' 
effoil  was  made  by  them,  however,  to  take  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Majox  GeoMral  It.  H.  Hill's  rcy^ort  will  gyrp  particnlarf  0^  th^  con* 
4Mfc  of  his  troqi^MJitfa  p^int;  ^^gtizedbyQoogle 


14 


&ma  iim#  afl«r  Akrk,  the  r«»r  Wi^^md**  (»f  mv  <»% 


to  tbo  oxstirort  of  tfiQ  britrades  oii 


.:j.-   1...  J  ,...-:  jf  Mi^jor 
n  tbore^  Uie  beUoce  of  the 

wft^  renawed  witli  artnUry 

i-ox,  ami   a  baUery  wm 

I  r   Dmm  ere«k,  and  wira 

y,  ujiti!  BP-van  oVlock,  nvhes  tit©  an- 

-^':rcd,     Thd  colttmna  wore  dcbyetl 

,  when  the  gcniirml  adrioke  WM 

Wilcox*8^  Pryor's  mod  FealberslooV, 

>vcr^  pnt  in  ritfv.^ncf,  to  mc'r»?.  when 


jililMljtJ        «JV 


.a  tlie  enemj  bad  falleii  hack  rapidly 

^aa  otlierwl?-    '        ^vi'^g,  moat  of  the  prop- 

.move.     The  I  wag  eleafttly  oontinticd 

lock,  when  tbd  en^my  wa^  dincoverod  strongly  pu 


The  t? -^- 

Lf^iirti  J*»^^   un 

aer 

Wilc6.t.     WC;      .4,,- 

the  en 

^le  oneitiy. 

and   ttau<?rtain,  ai 

.v(i:a   iODT« 

1  -  ■ 

'  ^',,r    '^       .     .    in 

c  wa»    ri 

..    _.1ief. 

reri'>u9. 

:  iopa  wer9^alte4^ 

-     r*fli/*r 

t   thflr    milU 

1  >K   J)j:<r 

k      Thoc^I-^ 

r  in^  n  It 

'  i*  tint  in  po^ 

.    1     yiO'J^O    til      J  IJIKCy 

^her  thaa   the   plaii* 
L6  an  At  tuck.     The  plain  i^ 
-  r  [)  er  t ido  o f  i  t  wa s  oc c  d  r- i  t  li 
on   Ihe  slope  of  the  hil- 
a  as  to  form  a  good    ^  " 
ibova  t}ifi  liiit  line,  v^ 
'  md  Kriii; 

-  on  the  <-  f 

.  |h6  pQ&ition  frotn  which  iht  cm 


NUIOLVi,  w«rt  at 
iriili  lb ii  view. 


— »^ 

' 

^H 

k, 

g,  _j,,  '" 

1 

nH 

Pfel  theRd  brigade*,              ^d  tha  strong  T»«^Mtion  t^n 
ferny  ib  my  froiit;  and  1  found  thiU  I  mt 

•IforM 

Ov.  11 

"^ 

trri 

b 

wa»  divi<leii — part  supfioriii. 

0  Other  portion»  gu»r«linj*  tiiL-  ..^u.  a,.... 

"'    '^-J    ^  •  ■-'     -  -.  -^  -  --  . 
*  moved  for^^ard  in   i 
'  '      *     ^    ■(?<   from    i^-ui    ¥]■ 
ity  on   nnrlcr  thi 

/Id 

m^^  No  battle-iield  cin   baast  of  more  gallantry 
^■?T*^  — .    '"iilf   ^pr«   eiirfiufitcrefl   by    W'--^ 
^■2                      ilea,     Th#Be  were  skirmis'hit 

1       Ifrom  tile 

^ficmy'»  iiiie».  The  otK*my*i  Mi  was  forced^  ami  hii  \ 
'    rtially  tomcd     ' -1  of  hii  batteries  ami  msoy  f ; 

r^I   siandar^:'               /  into   our  Imnda.     Aa  our 

1                           1    di»covering,   hDwever,   ibai  tfeji^y    i 

t                              ^-me  confusion,  le-   '- •  *'  --^  '^•- 
1                                   ^   was  tlie   lust 

Irt-L'                                 .    *      .     '^  . 

Th€  .  ,  ....  ...,...,,,..                      

•  Qfti«r?i^  W!iitJii|  having  finislieti  hi»  wdrk  in  oor  f"'^- 
©wii  fiiv;              ued  for  li  bripido  of  GcDorftl  Jack^ 

I 

1 

Qiauy  of  our  men  eoutiinied  tue  purgiiU  ' 

'  riiudition.     The   fhruNiv's   ciiv^ry    r. 
mpted  a  elm                  ©ui^  tn. 

■^i 

II|ipr()rK'iJ 
•HlllCH. 

,   iiii    iiL>vo  them  back  33.         v  i ;-     :- 

f 

f 

i 

! 
t 

111  J  bored  oiuH.      Tueio  wiu 
M.j,  u  u|    u  this  field  tbao  any  I  bave  ev'  l      ri 

1 

1     iJ .1  J 

^ 

• 

■< 

If* 

t 

ipkuo^^  fimoiit:«t  thmt  i|ril*pt  fsfttmfn  mad  niit'WJ^  Brigpiitr  (}«o« 


itima  vci|ij|tet*^rn,  fell 


^Ti,     Altar  ^ 
t  tut  right  urm  Uj 


Ltrnervh  ♦ 

i^rtte^  were  *«nt  ftif 


y  him. 


ijver.     t 

n    ii:n 


xi&ohc^  4  p<»iti&  thill  <itg«i|r 

ia0nii]ig.     Soo!i   after  talcing 

s  farin,  'jfi,  ^hen  lh« 

"     Ticiiig,     UolGiiel  Jenkin?, 
' t'i  to  oscertain  the  con  ii- 
toy,    .After  drawiog  ia  hie  pickete,  it  was  foun*!  that 
^n-l  i^rtrtitlijfY,  r^ady  f*^'**  I'^^H's      My  own  tJivi&ion  wm 
or  (Irftm^  fid  on«  of  Mfjor  Ofen* 


rmi&Iicra  were  re|jorted 
:r  the  second  brigade,  wl 


^QPgl 


^is  time  infomation  was  received  tliftt  Major  General  Mag<rtiifor  w««' 
^in  rear,  in  easy  ffup])oriing  distance,  bat  as  information  was  also  rs- 
l»eived  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  front  of  Major  Greheral  Holiii«ap 
'it  was  deemed  adTisable  to  order  Magruder's  forces  to  jmnHoTmea, 
about  tkrae  miles  off  to  oar  right.     After  getting*  into  position,  artil- 
lery fire  Was  opened  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  upon  Che  «iemy,  np-^ 
parently  from  th0  Charles  City  road.     Taking  this  for  Huger^s  attack. 
'  and  thinking  that  his  troops  (rather  fresh)  would  expect  early  co-op- 
'eraiioB^  I  ordered  several  batteries  forward,  hurriedly,  in  order  to 
.  assure  those  troops  that  we  were  in  positioii.     The  enemy*«  batteries 
.tetnmed  the  fire  immediately,  and  with  great  rapidity.     One  battery 
twaa  found  to  be  so  near  our  front  line  that  I  ordered^olonel  Jenkins 
:^  silence  it.     The  enemy  was  found  to  be  in  such  force  there,-  htfrn- 
-ever,  that  tkie  engagement  was  brought  on  at   once,   four  o^clock. 
'Troops  wefo  thrown  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  thi  supptjrt  of 
the  attacking  columns.     Owing  to  the   nature  of  the  ground,  that 
•oncert  of  action,  so  essential  to  complete  success,  could  not  obtain, 
particularly  attacking  such  odds  against  us,  and.  in  position.     Tho 
'enemy,  however,  was  driven  back  slowly  and  steadily,  conteeting  tfie 
ground  inch  by  inch.     He  succeeded  in  getting  somebf  his  batteries 
'  off  the  freld*,  and,  by  holding  bis  last  position  till  dark,  in  withdrawing 
his  forces,  vnderiGOver  of  night.     The  troops  sustained  their  reputa- 
tion for  coolness,  courage,  determination  and  devotion,  so  well  earned 
'on  many  hotly  contested  fields.     Branch's  brigade,  of  Major. Oeneral 
A.  P..  Hill's  division  did  not  render  the  prompt  support  to  our  right 
whieh  was  expected,  and  it  is  believed  that  several  of  our  officers  and 
.iaen  were  taken  prisoners  in  consequence.     The  other  brigades  of 
i.this  division  ware  prompt,  and  advanced  to  the  attack  with  an  alacrity 
worthy  of  their  gallant  leader.     They  recovered  and  secured  the  cap- 
tured batteries,  from'some  of  which  the  troops  of  my  division  had  been 
oompelled  to  retire,  for  want  of  prompt  support.     The  odds  against 
MIS  on  this  field  were  probably  greater  than  on  any  other. 
-    Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  deserves  much  credit  for  the  condition  of 
<his  new  to^H>p8,  and  the  promptness  and  energy  displayed  in  throwing 
<  his  forces  forward  at  the  proper  time,  and  to  the  proper  points.     I 
would  also  mention,  as  distinguished  among  others  for  gallantry  lAi 
AiWy  Brigadier  Generals  R.  II.  Anderson,  Kemper,  Wilcox,  Pryor, 
•and  Featherston,  (the  latter  severely  wounded,)  and  Colonels  Jenkins, 

•  Corse,  Strange,  Fatten,  Perry,  severely  wounded;  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Marye,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coppens,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston, 
and  Major  Caldwell,  the  tWQ^ Utter  wounded;  Captain  Fields,  com- 
imanding  eleventh  Alabama  Captain  King,  commanding  ninth  Ala- 

\bama,  both  wounded;  Captain  Otey,  commanding  eleventh  'Virginia, 
and  Captain  Kilpatrick,  of  the  Palmetto  sharpshooters. 

The  country  and  the  service  mourns  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
J.  6.  Taylor,  of  the  second  Mississippi  battalion;  Lieutenant  Colonel 

.  D.  W.  Btine,  commanding  fourteenth  Alabama  regiment ;  Lieutenant 

*  Colonel  J.  V.  Scott,  commanding  third  Virginia  regiment,  and  Major 
ftWilliam  Andeirsoii,  of  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters.     ThcseJ>rave  and 
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.  ]it0per  o^niitixm  ^viilMlt  tine  emmy  m^  itis  ganfioatt «  X  arJared,' 
tberef^rty  that  no  advtoce  should  be  rande  sBd  wrote  to  request  that 
Ike  commftndiDg  General  would  ride  forward  at  his  earliest  eonve- 
nience*  Brigadier  General  D.  B.  Jones^  in  command  of  bis  own  brigade 
and  that  of  General  Toombs,  reported  to  me  just  before  tiie  u'riVal  of 
the  commanding  General.  These  brigades  were  put  in  ponition  on 
Jackson's  left  and  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  .diTision  on  his  right, 
at  Crenshaw's  farm.  After  consultation,  further  offensire  operations 
verenot deemed  expedient. 

t  Some  days  were,  therefore,  occupied  in  collecting  the  anftisand  other 
property  thrown  away  and  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  when  oar  forces 
were  withdrawn  to  their  present  positions  near  Richmond. 
ii*  *  '        Respectfully  aubmitted,  % 

>.      .      ^  ^  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

1  '  Major  General  commanding. 
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GEHSaAL   JACKSON'S   REPORT   OF    BATTLE    OF    COLD 
HARBOR  AND  OTHER  ENGAGEMENTS. 

« 

Qbadquarters  Second  Corps,  A.  N.  V.,  ) 
.    February  20,  1863.      J 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Chilton, 

A,  A,  and  I.  General: 

Ctekbral:  J  have  the  honor  herewith  to  sabmit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  and  other 
engagements  before  Richmond. 

Oa  the  17th  of  June,  last,  leaving  the  cavalry  and  Chew's  battery, 
under  Brigadier  General  Robertson,  near  Harrisonburg — Whiting's 
division,  then  near  Staunton,  and  Ewell's  and  Jackson's  near  Weyer's 
Cave,  Augusta  county,  Virginia— moved  towards  Richmond.  Law- 
ton's  brigade,  subsequently  of  Jackson's  divi8ion,*being  part  at  Staun- 
ton and  part  near  Weyer's  Cave,  moved  with  the  troops  nearest  their 
positions.  -Snbsequentlj  Colonel  Munford,  with  his  cavalry,  marched 
in  the  same  direction. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Ashland,  on  the 
Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  railroad,  about  twelve  miles, 
from  Richmond. 

The  division  of  Brigadier  General  Whiting,  embraced  the  Texj^ 
brigade;  General  Haod ;  the  third  brigade.  Colonel  Law  commanding, 
with  the  batteries  of  Rielly  and  Balthis.  The  division  of  Major 
General  Ewell,  the  fourth  brigade.  General  Blzcy  ;  the. seventh  bri 
gade,  General  Trimble ;  and  the  eighth  brigade,  CdRnel  L.  G.  Sey- 
mour ;  and  the  Maryland  line.  Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  with  the 
batteries  of  Brockenbrough,  Carrington  jnd  Courtnay.  Jackson's 
diviaiotf,  the  first  brigade;  General  Charles  S.  Winder ;  the  second 
brigade,  LieutenAnt  Colonel  R.  H:  Cunningham  commanding ;  the 
third  brigade,  Colonel  L.'  W.  Fulk^rson  commanding  ;  and  the  fourth 
brigade.  General  A.  R.  Lawton  ;  with  the  batteries  of  Poague, 
.Carpenter  and  Wooding. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  in  puf^uance  of  instructions  from  the 
e<Ammaning  General,  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Cold  Harbor, 
Whiting's  division  in  front.  * 

*  Pursuing  the  Ashcake  road,  we  crossed  the  Central  railroad  about 
ten,  A.  M.  ^  Approaching  the  Tottop6tdmy  Creek,  the  Federal  pickets 
eroseed  to  the  eouthside  of  the  stream,  and  partially  destroyed  the 
bridge,  and  by  felling  trees  across  the  road  further  on,  attempted  to 
delay  our  advance.  After  the  Texas  skirmishers  had  gallantly  crossed 
over  and  Rielly  shelled  th^  woods  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  enemy 
from  it,  in  order  that  we  might  safely  effect  a  lodgment  beyond  the 
creek,  Whiting  rapidly  repaired  the  bridge,  and  the  march  was  re- 
stimed.  That  night  the  three  divisions  bivouacked  near  Hundley's 
comer.  W^hilst  thetd,  some  skirmishing  took  place  with  detachments 
9  "  . 
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'  of  the  encii)^,  in  which  Brc^ckenbrough's  battery,the  first  Maryland, 
thirteenth  Virginia,  and  the  sixth  Louisiant  regiments  participated. 

We  were  now  approaching  the  ground  occupied  by  that  portion  of 
the  grand  army  of  Mcplellan,  which  was  ported  north  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  His  right  was  then  resting  upon, Mechanics ville,  frcfm  which 
point  his  lines  extended  some,  miles  down  the  river.  • 

As  our  route,  that  day,  inclined  ^owarda  the  souths  %nd  brought  as 
in  the  direction  of,  but  to  the  left  of,  MechanicsTille,  we  distinctly 
heard  the  rapid  and  continued^disckarges  of  cannon,  announcing  the 
eng^geipent  of  General  A.  P,'  Hill  with  the  extreme  right  of  theTenomy. 
Early  the  xiezt.morning,  '(27th,)  the  three,  divisions  resumed  themaroh^ 
General  Ewell  in.  the  lead. 

After  crossing  £eaver  Dam,  we  halt^  to  dislodge  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  observed  upon  our  right,  near  the  intersection '  of  the  road 
then-occupied  by  u^  with  the  road  leading  from  ftfochanicsville  to 
Bethesda  church»;  but  the  Federals  observing  the  division  of  General 
D.»ll.  Hill^  then  coming  into  view,  and  which  was  advancing  from 
Mechanicsville  towards  the  poiht  of  intersection,  and  at  the  same  time 
seeing  General  Ewell  moving  down  from  my  command,  they  promptly 
abandoned  their  position  and  fell  back. 

The  enemy  Feen  by  iis,  as  before  stated,  on  our  right,  having  fallen 
back,  and  the  road  being  open  for  pressing  further  along  his -rear,  the 
march  was  resumed  towards  Walnut  Gt^ve  church,  where  I  again, 
halted  until  General  A.  P.  Hill  came  up.  Continuing  to  carry  out 
the  plan' of  the  commanding  General,  I  inclined  to  the  left,  and  ad* 
vanced  on  Cold  Harbor,  whilst  General  A.  P.  Hili  moved  towards  the 
same  point  by  a  different  road  to  the  right. 

The  enemy  having  obstructed  tho  road -which  I  had  taken,  apd 
adopted  the  additional  precaut^^n  to  delay  my  march  by  Hefending 
the  obstructions  ¥||^  sharpshooters,  it  became  neoessary,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  saving  time,  to.  take  a  road  stiil  further  to  the  left.  The  time 
consumed  in  this  delay,  threw  me 'in  rear  of  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who 
had  moved  by' Bethesda  clhirch.  Upon  jreaching  and  passing  Cold. 
Harbor  about  half  a  anile,  his  divkion  was  opened  upon  by  a  heavy 
fire  from  a  position  on  his  right,  and  also  from  artillery,  in  his  front. 
Soon  after,  General  A.  P.  Hill  beoameengagM, and  being  unacquainteil 
with  the  ground,  and  apprehensive  from  what  'appeared  to  me  to  be 
the  respecti-ve  positions  of  the  C^federate  «nd  Federal  forces  engaged, ' 
that  if  1  then  pressed  forward  our  troops  would  be  mistaken  for  the 
enemy  and  be  fired  into,  aad  hoping  that  General  A.  P.  Hill  and 
Longstreet  would  soon  jdrive  the  Federals  towards  me,  I  dire^oted  Gen-* 
eral  D.  H.  Hill  to  move  his  divison  to  the  left  of  the  road,  so  lis  to 
leave  between  him  and  the  wood  on  the  right  of  the  road,  an  open 
space,  across  which  I  hoped  the  enemy  would  be  dtiveil. 

Thus  arranged,  it  was  in  our  power  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe 
in  case  the  enemy  should  be  driven  as  expected-.  Major  General 
Stuart,  who  had  been  covering   my  left-  with  his  cavalry,  was  also 

ft>sti»d  so  as  to  charge,  should  the  Federah  attempt  a  retreat  to  the 
amunky  by  Cold  Harbor.    .  ♦  • 

•But  it  soonMoliecoming  apparent,  from  the  direction  and  sound  of  the 
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firittf ,4i^  G«n.  A.  P.  HHI  was  hard  prlNed,  I  ordered  aceneral  ad- 
vance of  m^  entire  corps,  which  commenced  with  Gfen.  D.  riV  Hill  upon 
my  left,  and  extending  to  the 'right,  through  Swell's  Jackson's  and 
Whiting's  diyisions,  posted  from  left  to'  right  in  th^  order  named. 
The  Federal  commander  had  witbBrawn.  his  troops  from  their  posi- 
tions west  of  the  Pa#hite — a  snfall  tributary  of  the  Chiekahomin^^— 
«nd  had  eeneentrated  them  in  strong  positions  near  Gold  Harbor, 
and  east  of  that  oreejc.     The  ground  which  had  been  selected  to  re- 
ceive our  *  attack,   had   natural  advantagee  for   defence,   and    was. 
strengthened  by  artifieifeil  works.     His  forces  were  posted  apon  an  ele- 
vated ridge,  running  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chickahominy,  his  right 
resting  iiear  M'Gee's  house,-  and  his  left  upon  an  abrupt  bluff,  sur- 
aounted  by  artill€fry,  and  protected  by  9  deep  ravine  and  it  double 
line  of  breastwo^ke  for  infantry.     This  position,  on  the*ridge,  was 
fprthorfavor€fd  on  his  righfby^  poirtta  still  more  elevated,  rising  in  his 
rear,  well   adapted  for  batteriies,  from  which  a  destructive  fire  could 
be  maintained  again^  an   advancing  tine  over' the  heads  of  his  own 
infantry.     In  ^is  front  was  a  wood  of  deep  and  tangled  undergrowth, 
through  which  a  sloggiph  etresm  pasded,  co«yerting  intOgSwamp  or. 
marsh  the  adjacent  soil.     This  natural  ebstmction  was  further  in- 
creased  by  felled  timber,  designed  t.o  retard  the  advance  of  oar  troops, 
and  to  keep  them  as  long  as  possible  exposed  to  fire.     In  advancing  to 
the  attack,' General  D.  H.  Hit!  had  to  cross  this  swamp,  densely  cov- 
ered with  tangled  updergfowth  and  young  timber.     This  caused  some 
confu6iX)n,  and  a  separation  of  regiments.     On  the  fprtheredge  of  the 
swamp'^e  encountered  the  enemy.    The  conflict  was  fierce  and  bloody. 
The  Federals  fell  back  from  the  wood,  under  the  protection  of  a  fence, 
ditdi  and  ^fll.     Separated  now  f roof  them  by  an  open  field,  some  four 
hundred  yards  wide,  he  promptly  determined  *o  press  forward.     Be-  ' 
fere  doing  so,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  capture  a  battery  on  hia 
Irft,  which  could  enfilade  his  line  oh  its  advance.     To  effect  this,  he 
Bent  two  regiments  of  Elsey's  brigade*  which  ha^d  become  separated 
fromHheir  command,  to  go  in  *rear  of  the  -battery,  and  ordered  Colo- 
iwl  Iverson,  with  the  twentieth  North  Carolina,  and   the  first  and. 
third  North  Carolina  regiments  to  make  the  attack  in  front.     The  or- 
der was  promptly  and  galhtrtly  obeyed  and  carried  into  exeoution  by 
Colonel  Iversi^n,  with-  the  twentieth  Ntrth  Carolina.  He  was  severely 
wounded  In  the  advance.     The  battery  was  captured  with  sev^^  loss,. 
aadheld  for  a  slfort  lime,,  sufficiently  lon^,  however,  to  enable  the  di- 
vision to  move  on  free  from' its  terrible  fire,  when  it  was,  retaken  by. 
the*enem^.*    Again  pressing  forward,  the  Federals  again  fell  back^ 
l>ut  #n]y  to  select  a  position  for  a  more  obstinate  defence,  when,  at 
dark,  under  Hhb  pressure  of  our  biltteries,  which  had  then  begun  to 
play  with  marked  effect  uf.cm  the  left,  of  the  other  concurring  events 
^  the  fi^d,  and  of  the  bold  and  dashing  charge  of  General  Hill's  in- 
fantry, in  whicfc  the  troops'of  General  C.  S.  Winder  joined,  the  en- 
«tfty  yielded  the  field  and  fled  in  disorder. 

"  In  the  meantime;  General  E well,  on  Generail  D.  H.  Hill's  rigl)t,4iadf| 
moved  the  fourth  brigade^  General  Elzey,  to  the  left  oC»the  road,  paajr-' 
iug  fiom  Gaines'  h^nfie  io  M'Gee'a.  and  a' portion  ^  tke^j»eventh> 
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General  Trimble,  a&I  tb^  eipith  brigade,  into  tbe.veod  ob^  fhe  riglit 
of  that  rofl^.  Having  .crossed  the  swamp,  and  commeBcAl  the  ascent 
of  the  hill,  his  division  became  wavml j  engaged  with  the  enemy..  Fbr 
two  hours,  assailed  in  front  and  flank  bj  superior  numbers,  without 
reinforcements,  •Coloiiel  S^ymonf ,  then  commanding,  having  fallen , 
the  eighth  brigade  was  drawn  from*  the  field,  ^ut  the  line  was  6ti  11 
held  by  a  portion-  of  General  Trimble's.  The  •  fifth  Te;ia8  and  a  part 
of  the .  Hampton  legion  now  came  to  hia  snpfport  andrelidered  im* 

.  portant  service  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Lawton,^of  Jackson's  division,  tabled  him  to  aesBme  the  of- 
fensive: Lawton,  after  aiding  in  clearing 'tiie  fronts  wheeled  a  part 
of  his  brigade  to  the  right,  attacked ^  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  opencni 
the  way  for  tjie  remainder  x»f  Trimble's  brigade^  which  adyanced  to 
the  field  btjyond  the  woods.  General  Ewcll's  troops  having  now  ex- 
hausted their  own  ammunition,  and  in  many  cases  such  as  they  could 
gather  from  the  dead  and  wounded,  ahd  haying  been  engaged  for 
more  than  four  houre,  *the  moat  Of  them  withdrew  from  the  field  about 
dusk. 

,  The  four  brigades  of  Jaekson's  division  djd  not  act  together,  during 
the  engagement,  but  were  called  to  separate  fielda  of  service.  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  order  to  charge  the  ienemy's  front,  the  fifst  Virginia  brig- 
ade, commanded  by  General  0.  S.  Winder,  moved  forward  through  the 
swamp,  and,  upoh  emerging  into  the  open  field,  its  ranks,  broken  by 
the  obstacles  encountered,  were  reformed.  Meeting  at  that  point  with 
the  Hampton  ]egjon,4r8t  Maryland,  and  twelfth  Alabama,  fifty-second 
Virginia,  and  thirty-eighth  Georgia,  they  w«^fo|<med  upon  }iis  line. 
Thus  formed,  they  moved  forward  tinder' the  lead  of  that  gallant  offi- 
cer, whose  conduct  here  was  marked  by  the  "coolness  and  courage 

'  which  distinguished  him  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  Valley,  ^he  enemy 
met  this  advance  with  spirit  arid  firmness.  •'  His  well-directed  artillery 
and  heavy 'musketry,  played  with  destructive  effect  upon  cur  advanc- 
ing line.  Nothing  'daunted  by  the  fall  of  officers  and  men  thinning 
their  ranks  at  every  step-,  these  bra^'  men  moved  steadily  forward, 

.  driving  the  enemy  from  point  to  point,  until  he  was  finally  driven  from 
his  last'  position,  some  three  hundred  yards  beyond  MoGec's  house, 
when  night  preyented  further  pursuit.    .  •  • 

In  the  charge  near  McGee^s  house,  Colonel 'Allen, 4of  the  second 
Virginia  infantry,  fell,  at  the  liead  of  hrs  regiment. 

Five  guns,  nnmeroifs  ntmil  arms,  and  many  prisoners,  were  ataong 
the  fruits  of  this  rapid  and  resistless  advlince: 

General  "Reynolds,  and  an  officer  of  his  dtaff,  who  lingered  on'thia 
side  of  the  riyer,  after'  the  Fedwal  troops  had  crossed  overi  were 
among  the  number  of  prisoners.  The  second  brigade,,  by  request  of 
General  Wilcox,  was-  remoyed  to  a  point  of  woods  about  half  a  mile 

'  from  the  river.  When  it  reached  there,  the  enemy  had  al^ady  been 
repulsed  at  that  point  by  a  flank  moyement  of  BrigMier  General  R^ 
H.   Anderson.      The   third  brigade   was   sent  to   support  General 

.  Wbiting'a  attack  upon  the  enemy^s  left,  but  rerached  there  only  4u 
time  to  witness. the  evidence  of  a  bloody  triumph,  and  the  guns  of  the 
themy  iiv.  possession  of -the  gallaat  Texas  brigade^ .Colonel  S.  V. 
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FiiIkere4a,'*c(nBn»fldhlg  %ke  )>rigade,  fell,  4Dortal}y  wounded,  shortly 
after  his  arrival  on  the  spot.  Greneral  Lawton,  of  the  fourth  brigade^ 
after  reodering  timely  and  important  support,  before  de§cribe4,  to 
Geneml  £well-a  oommandf' pressed  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  driving  the  ' 
eoemy  b^lbre  him,  ^i^^  co-operating*  in  that  gdheral  charge,  late  ii^ 
the  eyenin^,  that  ctesod  the  labors  of  the  day.  Oa  my  extreme  right, 
GheneraliWhittng  adr^need  Jbid  diyision  through  the  same  dense  forest 
and  swamp^  emerging  from  the  T^od  into  the  field  near  the  public 
road,  and  at  the  head  of  the  deep  ravine  which  covered  the  enemy's 
left.  AdYancing  thence,  through  a  number  of  retreating  and  disor- 
dered regiments,  be  caine  within  range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  who,  con- 
cealed in  an  open  wood,  and  ptotocted  by  breastworks,  poured  a 
desik'actiTe  fire,  for  a  qaa\*ter  of  a  mile,  into  his  advancing  line,  under 
which  maajT'  brave  officers  •  add  men  fell.  Dashing  on  with  unfal- 
tering etep,  in  the  face  of  those  jnnrd^rous  dischai^ges  pf  canister  and^ 
maaketry,  General- Hood  and  Colonel  La.w,  at  the  heads  of  their  re- 
speetiv^'  brigades,  rushed  to  thb,  chargo  with  a  yell.  Moving  down  a 
precipitous  ravine,  leaping  ditch  and  stream,  clambering  up  a  difficult 
ascent,  and  exposed  to  an  fneeseant  and  deadly  fire  from  the  entrench- 
metits^  these  brave  and  determined  Qien  pressed  forward,  driving  th^ 
enemy  from  hfs  we}I%^ected  and  fortified  position. 

Ib  this  charge,  in  which  upwards  of  a  thousand  men  fell,  killed  and^ 
woundedf  befcJre  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  in  which  fourteen  pieies^ 
of  artillery  and  nearl^  regiment  were  captured,  the  fourth  Texaa^ 
tinder  the.  lead  of  General  Hood,  was  the  first  topierce  these  strong- 
holds aud  .seize  the  guns.     Although  swept  from  t^eir  defences  by 
this  rapid  and  almost  matchless  display  of  daring  and  desperate  valor|    ' 
the  well  disciplined  Federals  continued,  in  retreat,  tp  fight  \^ith  stub- 
hem  resistance.     Apprehensive,  fVom   their  superior   numbers   and 
»ullen  obstinacy,  that  the  inemy  might  again  raljy.  General  Whiting  * 
called    upmi  General  Longstreet  for   reinforcfement^.     He  promptly   . 
a@jab  forward  General  H.  H.  Anderson's  brigade,  which  came  in  gallant 
style  to  his  aupport,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  to. the  lower  part  of 
the^lateau«  ^ 

.  'The  shouts  of  triiynph  which  rose  from  our  brave  men  as  they; 
unaided  by  artilleryv  %a^  .stormed  tlzis  citadel  of  their  strength,  were 
pr<Mn{ftly  carried  from  line  to  line,  and  the.  triumphant  issue  of  this 
assault,  with  the  w«ll  directecji  fire  of  the  batteries,  and  *  successful 
charges  of  Hill  and  Winder  npon  the  enemy's  right,  determined  the 
fortunes  of  the  day.  The  Federals,  routed'at  every  point,  and  aided 
by.  the  darkness  .of  the  night,  escaped  across  the  Chickahominy.^ 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  action  the  artillery  could  no^be 
affectively  used.  At  an  advanced  stage  of  it,  Major .  Felham,  of 
Stuart's  horse  artillery,  boldly  dashed  forward  and  opened  on  the 
Federal  batteries  posted  on  the  left  of  our  infantry.  ^Reinforce^  by 
the  guns  of  Brockenbrougb,  Carrington  and  Courtnay,  of  my  com- 
mand, our  artillery  |iow  numbered  about  thirty  piec^.  Their  fire 
was  wAl  directed  and  effective,  and  contributQd  to  tlie  successful  issuQ 
•f  the  engagement.         .',.*..  .       .  *         ^ 

On  tte  following. iji^j^  2S^^  G%fi^.rai^w^ll»  pc^^ceded  by  a'cavalry^ 
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force,  advanced  down  the  norCh  side  of  tbe  CSiieMkooiitff  te  DUpti^^ 

Station,  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  Crack. 

On   the  lis  9  th,  he  moved  his  division  to  the  vicinity  of  Bottom's 

•  Bridge,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  at  that  point;  bat,  on  iheToi- 
^wing  day,  w^s  ordered  to  return  l!b  c6-operato^with  the  moveQi«DlB 
of  thQ  corps.-  ■       •  »    • 

The  2Sth  und  20th  were  occupied  in  disposing  of  the  dg^d  and 
vrounded,  and  repairing  Grape  Vin^  bridge,  over  the  Cbickahomin7« 
which  McClellan's  forces  had  used  in  .their  retreat,  and  destroyed  in 
their  rear.  During  the  night  of  the  29th  we  commenced  crqsstQg  the* 
ChicJ^ahominy,  and,  on  the  following  day,  arrived  at  Savage  Statron,-  on 
the  llichmoud  and  York  River  railroad,  where  a«umtqer  hodpitaI,-re- 
markable  for  the  extent  and  convenience  of  it^  accOmmodaiions,  fell 
into  our  poascssion.  Jn  it  were  abouMw^enty-five  bundr«l  sick  and 
wounded,  besides  some  five  hundred  persons  having,  charge  of  the 
patients.  Many  other  evidences  of  the  harried  and  disordered. flight 
of  the  enemy  were  now  visible  ;  blankets,  clothing  and  other  supplies, 
had  been  recklessly  abandoned.  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who  liai  the 
advance,,  gathered  up,  probably^  a. thousand  stragglers,  and  so  many 
sinairarms  that  it  became  necessary  to  detach  two  regiments  to  take 
charge  of  them,  and  to  see  to  the  security  of  tht  l^risonefirs. 

About  noon  we  reached  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  here  the  enenfy 
made  a  determined  effort  to  retard  our  advance,- and  thereby ^to  pre- 
vent an  immediate  juctiou  between  General  I/lhgstrcet  arfd 'myself. 
We  found  the  bridge*  destroyed,  and  the  ordinary  place  of  crossing 
commanded  by  their  batteries  on  the  opposite  aide,  and  ell  approach 

*  to  it  barred  by  detachments  of  sharpshooters  conceAfed  in  a  dense 
wood  cloke  by.  A  battery  of  twenty-eight  guns  from  Ilijls  and 
Whiting's  artillery,  was  placed  by  Colonel  S,  Crutchfield,  in  afavorai* 
t)le  position  fcr  driving  off. or" silencing  tha  (Jpposing  artiflery. 

About  two,  P.  M.,  it  opened  suddenly  upon  the  enemy.  He  fired 
a  few  shots  in  reply  and  then  withdrew  from  that  position,  abandoning 
part  of  his  artillery.'  Captain  Wooding  was  immediately  ordered  near 
^  the  bridge  to  ebell  the  sharpshooters  from  the  woods,  which  was  Ic- 
oomplished,  and  Munford's  cavalry  crossed' the  ijreek,  hut  was  soon 
compelled  to  retire.  It  was  soon  seen  that  the  enemy  occupied  such 
a  position  beyond  a  thick  intervening  wood  on  the  right  of  the  f  oad, 
as  enabled  him. to  command  the  crossing.  Ciif)tain  WooJing's  battery 
was  consequently  recalled,  and  our  batteries  turned  in  the  new  direc* 
tion.  The  fire  so  opened  on  both  sides,  was  kept  u|>  until  dark.  W» 
bivouacked  that  night  near  the  swamp* 

A  heavy  cpnnonading  in  front  announced  the  engagement  of  Gen- 
eral Longstreel  at  Frazier  s  farm,  and  made  me  eager  to  pres3  forward ; 
but  the  marshy  character  of  the  soil,  the  destruction  of  Ae  bridge 
over^the  marsh  and  creek,  and  the  strong  position. of  the  enemy  for 
defending  the  passnge,  prevented  my  advancing  until  the  following 
morning.  During  the  night  the  Federals  retired,  the  bridge  waa 
rapidly  repaire(i  by  Whiting's  division,  which  soon  after  crossed  over 
and  c^ontiftued  the  j)ursuit,'in  which  it  was  followed  by  the  remainder* 
of  my  corps.     At  White.Oak,  we  captured  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
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and  fifty  aick  and  wQunded^'nibich  fell  into  our  hapds.  * 

Upcsi  reaching  f'razier's-  farQ),  I  found  Genoral  Longstreet's  ad- 
vance sear  the  road,  TUt  commanding  General  goon  after  arrived, 
WiSkd,  k^  porfioaQce  of  his  instructions.  I  continued  to  press  forward.  The 
Lead  of  lAy  advancipg  colunin  wa§  soon  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who, 
JMTortJieleas,  continu^  to  fall  back  until  he  reached  Klfulvem  Hill, 
whi^h.  strong  position  he  held  in  fjrce.  General  Whiting  was  directed 
to  move  to  the  left  and  take  position  on  the  Poindexter  farm,  General 
D.  H.  Hill  to  take  position  further  to  the  right,  Taylor's  brigade,  of 
General  Ewell's  division^  (o  move  forward  between  the  divisions  of 
Hill  and  Whiting,  the  remainder  of  Ewell's  dtvision  to  remain  fn  rear 
of'  the  &r»t  line.  Jacksen's- division  was  halted  near  Willis'  church, 
in  the  wood  and  h^ald  in  cCASrve. 

i  General  D.  H.  IlilKpur&nqd  the  route  indicated,  crossing  an  gpen 
field  and  cr^ek.  His  troops  were  then  brought  in  full  range  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  suffered  severely.  Brigadier  General  Anderson 
iras  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field.  The  division  Vfts  halted. 
^  under  the  cOver  of  a  wood^which  afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  more 
particular  examination  of  the  ground  in  froi^t.  The  enemy,  in  large 
force,  werefound  strongly  posted  oti  a  commanding  hill,  all  the  ap- 
proaches to  which,  in  the  direction  of  my  position,  could  be  swept  by 
•  his  artillery,  and  were  guarded  by  infantry.  .The  nearest  batteries 
could  only  be  approached. by  tiavcrsiiig  an  open  space  of  three  or  four 
hundred  yards, ^exposed  to  the  murderous  tire  of  artillery  and  infantry. 
The  commanding  General  ha4  i&bued  an  order  that,  at  a  given  signal, 
there  shoufd  b.e  a  general  atlvance  of  the  whole  lioe.  General  D.  H^ 
Hill,  hearing  what  he  b.elieved  to  bo  the.  si^^nal,  with  great  gallantry 
pressed  forward  and  engaged  the  cuemy.  Not  supported  by  a  general 
advance^  as  he  had  anticipated,  he  a. on  saw  it  was  impossible,  with- 
oot  support,  to  sustain  himself  long  againat  such  overwhelming  num- 
bers. He  accordingly  sent  to  me  for  reiuforcements.  I  ordere'd  that 
portioiSL  pf  .General  Eweirs  diyision  held  in  reserve,  and^  Jackson's 
division,^ to  his  relief;  b|^t^  from  the  darkness  of  the  night  an^  the  6b* 
fttructions  caused  by  the  swamp  and  undergro|rth  through  which  fliey 
■  had  to  march,  noij^e  reached  him  in  time  to  afford  him  the  desired  sup- 
pprt. . 

6e/ieral  Hill,  aftet  suffering  a  heavy  loss,  and  inflicting  a  severe 
one  upon  the  enemy,  \yithdrew  from  the  open  ft  dd.  In  the  meantime 
the  reinforcements  ordered,  after  struggling  with  the  diflSculties  of 
their  route,  and  exposed  to  the  shelling  of  tl^e  enemy,  wiiich  was  con- 
tinued until  about  xen  o'clock  at  night,  came  up  too  late  to  participate 
in  the  engagement  that  evening.  On  my  left,  General  Whitiiig  moved 
his  division,  as  directed,  to  a  field  on  the.  Poindexter  farm. 

Batteries  were  ordered  up.  The  position  of'the  enemy,  as  already 
shown,  naturally  commanding,  was  materially  strengthened'  by  the 
jadicioas  distribution  of*  his  artillery.  The  first  battery  placed  fn 
posj^dn,  finding  itself  exposed  to  the  superior  cross-fire  of  the  ene- 
my, ^^s  compelled  to  retire,  with  loss.  Balthis's,  Poague's  and  Car- 
peator's  batterigs  h^^  tjieir  positions  an;i  fought  well.  ^  The^ position 
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occupied  by  tha  i^tiUerj  rendering.  iaFaftiry  M|foQk<  M0t9$mry^ 
'  Whiting  formea  his  liue  accordingly, ,  and  supported  by  Trimhla'a 
brigade  on  his  left/and  by  the  third  brigade  of  Jackson'a  diviaicin,  afl 
a  reserve,  was  directed  to  remain  there  unlil  further  orders.  •  SoiB«r 
of  these  batteries  were  well  served,  and  effectually  drove  baok,  «t  ona 
time,  an  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  my  ceqtre.  Toward  night 
Whiting  received  orders  to  send  General  Trimble's  brigwta  to  the 
Bnpport  of  General  D.  H.  IIill,*on  the  right,  which  oxdtr  was 
promptly  executed ;  but  th^  ^igade  did  not  reach  its  destinalioa*«atil 
after  Hill  hiid  withdrawn  his  division  to  the  woods.  Our  troops  slept 
in  front  of  the  Federal  army  during  the  night,  expecting  a  reaawal  of 
the  action.  But*,  early^the  njext  morning,  the  enemj  had  withdrawn 
from  the  field,  abandoning  his  dead  and  leaving  behind  some  artillery 
and  a  number  of  small  arms. 

I  herewith  forward' to. you  oflScial  reports  of  the  casualties  of  thi* 
corps,  from  which  it.  will  be  seen,  as  ^ar  as  I  have  been  abia  to  aacer- 
tain,  that,  in  the  battle  of  Cold.  Harbor,  on  the  27th  of  June,  there 
Were  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  kiHed,  two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy-one  wounded,  and  twenty-fou«  missing  ;  and*  at  .the .  en» 
gagement  at  Malvern  Hjll,  on  the  4th  of  July,*  three  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  killed,  one  thou£|p,nd  seven  hundred  and  forty-six 
wounded,  and  thirty-nine  missing.  I  regret  that  I  have  not  before 
me  the  data  by  which  (o  ascertain  with  absolute  precision  the  lossea; 
sustained  respectively  at  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  or  of  dis- 
tinguishing, throughout  the  entire  corps,  the  number  of  officers  killed 
and  wounded  from  the  enlisted  men.  But  Brigadier  Generals  Gar- 
land a^d  Anderson,  both  since  killed,  having  omitted  in  their  reporta 
to  state  the.  separate  losses  of  their  brigades  in  these  fwo  actions,  and 
Brigadier  Generals  Rodes,  Colquitt  and  Ripley  hairing  omitted  to 
classify  their  losses  as  between  officers  a^d  men,  I  have,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  two  first  naiQed  brigades,  apportioned  the  aggregate  of 
the  reported  losses  between  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  according 
to  a^  probable  estimate  of  the  fact,  and  ^omitted  any  stat^mpnts  of  the 
loss  of  qjpicers  as  distinguished  from  men  in  ^  that  division.  In  the 
thrdi  remaining  divi8i9ns — Ewell's,  W^hiting's  and  Ja.ckson'8— the 
returns  show  a  loss  at  Cold  Harbor  of  thirty  officers  killed  and  ninety- 
nine  wounded ;  of  enlisted  men,  three  hundred  and  five  killed^  and 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  wounded ;  and  at  Ma^vetn 
Hill,  three  officers  killed  and  nineteen  wounded.  The  principal  Iobs 
sustained  by  my  command  at  Malvern  Hill,  fell  upon  the  division  of 
Major  General  D.  H.  Hill. 

On  the  2nd  of  July,  by  order  of  th'e  commanding  General,  my 
corps  (with  the  exception  of  Major  General  D.  H.  HilPs  division, 
which  remained  near  Malvern  Hill)  was  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Harrison's  landing,  to  which  point  the  Federals  had  retreated,  under 
the  shelter  of  their  gunboats  in  the  James  river.  On  the  mojcping 
of  the  3rd,  my  command  arrived  near  the  landing  and  drove  in  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  and  continued  in  front  oi  the  enemy  until  ^he 
8th,  when  I  was  directed  to'  withdraw  my  troops  and  march  (o  the 
vicinity  of  Richmond.  .        ^       . 
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*  Sx)ifattlier  iofovnMttieik  reflj^othig  the  engagt^metits  ciid/pfllcers 
trho  were  distiogaisbed  in  them,  I  respectfully  call  attentioii  to  the 
accompanying  reports  of  diyi'sion  and  other  commanders.  The  con- 
duel  of  officers  and  men  was  ivorthy  of  the'  great  causo  for  which 
thej  were  contending.  '  .  .   ' 

The  ironnded  reoc^ved  the  special  attention  of  imy  medical  director, 
Dr.  Hunter  McOaire.  [  '   '. 

for  the  efficiency  with  which^the  menjbers  of  my  staff  discharged 
their  duties,  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  Colonel  L.  Grutchfield, 
chief  of  artillery,;  Colonel  A.  Sxnead,  inspector  general  ;•  Major  .R. 
L.  Dabney,  asmMant  adjutant  general ;  Captain  A.  #.  Pendleton, 
assiatant  adjutant  general ;  Captain  J.'R.  Boswell,  chief  engineer;' 
laeateniHit  H.  K.  Dougkes,  assistanl  inspector  general. 

Colonel  A.  B.  Boteler  and  Colonel  William  L.  Jaci:son,  volunteer 
aids,  and  Major  Jasper  L.  Wiiiting,  assistant  adjatant  gcn^i^l,  who 
waa  te\DporariIy-on  my  8ta£f,  rendered  valuable  services.  ^ 

The  ordnance  department  received  the  special-  attention  of  Major  ^ 
G.  11.  Brier.     The  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  were 
well  miJiaged  by  their  respective  chiefs,  Majcgr  J.  A   Harma/i  and 
kajor  W.  J.  Hawks. 

Undying  gratitude  is  due  to  God  for  this  great  victory — by  which 
despondency  increased  in  the  North,  hope  brightened  in   the  South, 
and-  tb^  capital  of  Virginia  atid  of  the  Confederacy  was  i^ed. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

.      1\  J.  JACKSON,     ' 
I  Lieutenant  General. ' 


• 
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GENERAL  EWBLL'8   REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  AROUJSD 

•RICHMOND.  • 

#  ■  ■  ■      .  • 

'   Headc^uahters  Third  Division,  near'SomeAset,  Va.;  > 
,      '  '        '  August  4,  1862.      $ 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General^  Valley  District : 

/   Captain  :  w  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tb  e 
movcmeiU  of  my  division  in  tlie  recent  operations  before  Richmoad : 

The  march  from  Ashland,  and  the  movements  prelimiq^fy  to  the 
fight  at  Gaines'  Mill  were  all  made,  under  the  immediate  direction,  of 
tl^  Major  General  commanding.  I  need  only  mention. that  ia  the 
skirmish  at  Hundley  corner,  Thursday  evening,  the  first  Maryland 
and  thirteenth  Virginia,  arid  in  that  on  the  next  day,  the  thirteenth 
Virginia  aiW  Sixth  Louisiana,  were  thei  regimeAts  engaged. 
•  On^F^iday,  having  •formed  line  along  the  edge  of  a  wood,  I  wa^ 
ordered  to  throw  skirmishers  across  a  field  on  my  rijrht,  into  a  wood, 
some  four  hundred  yards  di?«tant,  iu  whirh  the.  eiiciny  were  under- 
stood to  ba  posted,  and  to  follow  thoin  ^v/tii  luy  main  body.  The 
^irnjisherdjjassed  through  the  wood?  wif'hout  becoming  engage*d;  hiit 
before  the  division  r«a«hed  it,  ord<'rH  a-^'ie  to  turn  more  to  the  left, 
as  hoavy  firing  was  hc^rd  in  that  direitiun.  Before  arriving  at  the 
field  of  battle,  I  was  met  by  Colonel  fTaylor,  of  'General  Lee's  staff, 
sent  to  bring  up  reinforcement?,  jnid .received  directions  for  the  mnrch 
of  iny  division,  On  nearing  the  battle  ground,'.! ^ordered  the  fourth 
brigade,  General  ElzQy,  into  the  woods,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  pas.-- 
ing  from  Gaines'  house  to  McGees',  and  as  my  other  two'b.rigade:^ 
i«y3re,not  up  yet,  I  took  advantage  of  the  interval  to  report  tt)  JSeneral 
L^  who  ordered  rae  to  hurry  up  my  division  a3  rnp  illy  as  possible, 
indicating  v;here  it  was  to-take  part  in  action.  I  acco*i{mgly  ordered 
.the  scs%nth*  brigade,  Ocntral  Trimble,  and  tlie  eigbth  brigade,  .Colonel 
Seymour,  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of'  the  road,  -adH*,  by  General 
Lee's  directions,  sent  back  Captain  G.  C.  Bro.wn,»A..A  Q.;  to  bring 
up  thotdivisioBS  of  .Generals  Jackson  and  Whiting,  |ind  Lawtoo's 
brigade.  Having  crossed  the  branch,  and  commenced  the  ascanX  of 
the  iiill,.8ay  divisicm*.  soon  became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
•The  density  of  the  woods  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were  such  as 
to  prevent  any  extended  yiew,  and  this  fact,  together  with  tl^e  im- 
portance pf  holding  .the  j^o.sit'ion  occupied  by  the  Louisiaofi  brigade 
ajid  that  portion  •of  r  Trimble's  which  was  on  my  left,  now  severely 
presse.d^by  the  enemy,  made  i<3  necessary  to  confine  my  exertions 
mainly  to  that  local ij;y.  These  troops  were  attacked  in  front* and 
flank  by  superior  Aurabers,  and  were  forhour^  without  reinforoeiirents. 
The.. Louisiana  brigade  having  sustained  a  very  aevere*  loss  in  field 
ofiioers,  besides  suffering  in  rank  ami  file,  was  driven  olf  the  fi^W,  but 
the  line  was  held  by  patt.  of  Trimble's  brigade ,'jConaiBting  of  a  portion* 
of  the  &4ftenth  .Alabama  regiment,  ondor  Lieutenant  Celo&el  Trentler, 
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Ooiotel  Gaaiey,  ititk  tlie  balance,  kayiag  tiQeiABQiallj  beisome  sep- 
arated from  the  regiment,  aoi  the  twenty* fii;0t«Georgia  regiment* 
'  andep  &iajoir  Hooper.  I  caiinot  Bpeak  too  higbly  of  the  condttct  of 
thd«#  troops,  which  were  immediate!;  unddr  m^  obser^tion.  They  . 
w«re  opposed  to  constantly. renewed  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  hold 
tbeir  groiHid  agiHii«|r  vastly  superior  numbers,  adyantageensly  posted, 
after  the  troops  immediately  to  their  right  had  fallen  back,  gaining 
ground  slowly  against  large  odds.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Trentler,  of 
the  fifteenth  Alabama,  displayed  the  most  indomitable  bravery,  en* 
conragrng  and  keeping  his  men  in  place,  when,  in  many  instances^ 
their  ammunition  was  exhaueted,  .And  their  pieces  had  become  too  hot 
to  load,  and  at  a  tim^  when  there  were  n(^' troops  in  supporting  di»* 
tsmee,  and  the  abandecimeat  of  his  position  might  have  been  attended 
vitli,-  disastrdus  results.     I  was  also  p^rticuhirly  struct  by  the  gaU 

•'  lantry  o.f  private  Frank  Champier;  company  F,  fifteenth  Alabadaa^ 
wbo,  oir  horseback^  w«s  rery  conspicuous  in  rallying  and  encouraging 
the  troops — those  be'v/as  ordering* taking  him  for  an  officer  of  rank. 
Amogit  the  many  eficers  whrt"  attracted  attention  hy  their  gallapt 

^  bearing,.!'  would  enumerate  Major  Lawthen  ;  Captain  Tragaa,  of 
company 'B;  Second  Lieutenant  Brucr,  con^paify  G;  Brevet  Scccmd 
Lieutenant  Bethune,  company  K ;  first  Alabama  regiment.  General 
Trimjjje  also  furnishes  the  names  of  the  following  oflRcers  as  having  • 

•ahowh  conspicuous  bravery.  Major  T.  W.  Hooper,  wojnded;  Oap* 
tain  J.*B.  Akridge,  company^K ;  Captain  James  C.  Nisbet,  company 
•H;  Firct  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Warren,  company  I ;  First  Lieutenant  M. 
T.  Gustleberry;  "company  C;  ^econd  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Patfick,  com- 
pany K,  tifeuty-first  Gteorgia  regiment;  and  Captains  P*  Y.  Guery, 
eotBpany  C,  fifteenth  Aiabama;  and  James  W.  Brown,  company  A, 
•ixleentlt  Mis^^sippi,  wht)  were  shot  dead  while  leading  their  com- 
panies ia  a  charge.  Durifig  the  late  can^aign  in  the  Valley,  Captain 
Br^wii'tf  company  was  detached  as  scouts,*  and  he*  rendered  very 
affeetFve  service  rn  this  capacity,  giving  muel^  valuable  ipformation, 
9fid  proviag  himself  a  nfost  capable  and  brave  officer. 

Capiai^  Cantey,  fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  accidentally  separated  • 
fircm  his  regiment  in  the*^ confusion,  succeeded,  with  the  assistance  of 
Captain  G.  0.  Brown,  A.  Ai  G.,  just  returned  from  carrying  orders, 
ia  i^llying  a  nunAer  of  fugitives,  whom  he  leatl  again  into,  action. 
The  fifri\  Texas  »^regiment,  of  Hood's  brigade,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Hasrptan  legion,  first  o«me:to  my  as^j&tcii^ce,  and  rendered -valuable  ser- 
vido  in  keeping  back  the  enemy  unCil  (hei  arrival  of  Gfeneral  Lawton 
ABabled  our  forced  to  take  the  initiative.  General  LaVton,  after  as- 
sisting ill  clearing  the  front,  wheel%d  part  .of  his  brigade  tp  the  rights 
attacking  th^  enemy  in  fliink,  thus  opening  the  v>ay  to  the  remainder 
of  General  Trimble's  brigade,  which  was  ou  my  right,  and  whicTi  ad- 

•  vaneed  to  the  field  beyond  the  woods.  The  small  bodyiof  troops  with 
me  ha4  held  their  ground  for  two  hours  or  more,  alone,  when  the  re* 
inforcemehts  already  mentioned,  came  up,  and  they,  having  exhausted 
all  their  own  ammunition,  and  in  many  eases  that  of  tiio  dead  and 
wounded,  and  having  been  elosely  engaged  foi*  more  than  four  hours^ 
the  most  of  tkem  were  withdrawn  from  the  field  abcutr>duek.  i  I  re* 
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xiilki|ieAi>&'th6'^^  mj^,  until  after  darl^,  m  ordar  tiitti^lie'  troops 
^hioh  o«m6  up  lat^r  ui  the  day  might  profit  bj  -what  I  had  l^ara^id  of 
the  ground,  and  the- position  of  the  enemy. ,  I  found  th^  |;hirt#enth 
Georgia  regiQient,  Colonel  Douglas^  temporarily  separated  frpt»  th^ 
rest  of  Lawton'fl  brigade  on  its  left,  but  instead. of  waiting  for  orders, 
gallantly  and  sucdessfuUy  advanced  against  the -enemy,  though  he 
was  strongly  posted,  until  assurances  that  those  infront  were  friends, 
oaused  doubts  in  the  minda  of  the  men,  and  made  it  adrisable  to  halt 
there  under  cover  until  the  moTements  of  th«  fifth  Texas  and  the  bal- 
ance of  Lawton's  brigade  was  certain  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  * 

On  Saturday,  under  ordersfrom  Qenen^l  Jackson,  I  adrane ad,  pre- 
ceded by  a  cavalry  foY-ce",'ilown  the  north  bank  of  theChickahomlny, 
to  Dispatch  Station,^  and  oestroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track. 
The  station  tmd  stores  had  unfortunately  been  burnt  by  the  ca^lrj 
advance  guard  before  my  arrival.' 

Aboiit  noon,  on  Sunday,  I  was  ordered  to  prevent  the  enenfy  from 
crossing  Bottom's  Bridge,  and  tool:  position  accordingly,  until  six,  P. 
M:,  when  I  received  orders  to*  return  to  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  fol- 
low General  Jackson's  division.  '  ^ .  . 
•  Tuesday  morning,  fo  the  march,  I  was  joined  by  General  Barly, 
(ordered  to  my  divi8ion,)^who  took  command  of  the  fourth  brigade, 
'  General  Elzey  having  been  dangerously  wounded  at  Cold  Hvbor. 
At  this  time*  General  Early  was  so  disabled  from  the  effects  of  a* 
wound  received  at  WiHiamsburg,  as  to  .be  unable  to  mount  his  horse 
without  assistance. 

At  Malvern  Hill,  my  division  was^  reserve.  General  Trimble  • 
being  posted  in  rear  of  General  Whiting's  left /Colonel  Stafford,  with 
the  LoAiisiana  brigade,  on  the  right  of  Geneiral  Whiting's  line,  and 
General  Early  in  rear,  of  Colonel  Stafford.  About '  dark," General 
Early  was  ordered  to  the  rjght  to  support  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and 
was  exposed  on[  his  malrch;  and  on  lii^  arrival^  to  a  heavy  artillery 
fire.  .  When  .morning  ofixae  his  troops  weft'e  the  only  ones  on  that  part 
of  the  field.  Colon^el  Stafford's  brigade,  was 'detached  fipoai  mi^  eomr 
mand,  and  consequently  I  oan  give  no  accou'nt  of  his  movements.  I 
refer  you  to  his  report,  iierewith  forwarded. 

At  Westover,  on  Friday  following,  my  diwsion  wasplliced  in  front, 
and  advanced  until  otr.  skirmisners  became  engaged"  with^those  of  the 
enemy,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  j        '    / 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Generals 'Early  and  Trimble,  iColonel 
•Walker  and  Colonel  Stafford*^  General  trimble  furnishes  the  diagram. 
On  a  comparis&n  of  his  report  with  mine,  some  discrepancies  "will  be 
observed,  which  can  in  part  be  Accounted  for  by  the  l&pjse  of  time, 
and  the  confusion  of  describing  movements  ove^  ground  not  examined 
by  us  together.  The  report  of  Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  com- 
manding  Maryland  line,  is  also  appended,  as  arc  detailed  lists  of  the 
killed  and  w6unded,  showing  an  aggregate  loss  of  nine  hundned  and 
eiffhty-seven.*  '  -      ,  ' 

My  staff  at  Gaines'  Mill  or  Cold  Harbor,  consisted  of  Lieijeten- 
ant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jon6s,  Adjutant  General's  Department ;  Aeting  In- 
spector General^  Ma^'or  James  Barboar,  and  Captain  G,  G.  Brown, 
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A.  A.  €)taeraf8  Department,  and  Li^tftenaHt  Htigk  M;  NelMD,  A. 
I>.  Gxy  who  was  alightly  wounded.  At  Malveilb  Hill$  tto  •tme;  with 
tVe  addition-  of  £icatenant  T.  T.  Tamer,  A.  D.^  G.  Major  B.  M. 
Grreaw,  di^iaioQ  0.  8.9  was  also  with  mo  on  the^fiel^  M  both  occa- 

RedpocffullT, 
•  •      «.  S.  EWELL, 

Brxgndier  -General, 


/     - 


.     .     *^ 
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LIST  OF  killed;  wounded  and  missing  in  tht  Third 
'Division,'  Army,  Valky  District,  in  the  batiks  of  CM  Htaifor, 
{Gaines'  Mill,)  June  Zlth,.and  Malvern  Hill,  July  Irf,   1^62: 

IJOURTH  BRIGADE,  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  A.  ELZEY. 

Battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  (Gaines'  Mill,)  June  27th. 


•                                    f 

• 

kiLI.CD. 

1 

Wound  BD. 

HiBBiira. 

Total. 

' 

.     .        COMIIAMD. 

• 

*                •        •                           • 

i 

I 

o 

e 

1- 

a? 
-I 

.  '  3 

2 

t 

O 

2 

93 
2 
18 
12 

.  47 

1 
1 

< 

ThlrteeMh   Vlr^rinlfi ^ 

Twenty  fifth  Virginia  ' 

4 
1 
2 

23 

...... 

4 
8  ^ 

S 

70 

4 
6. 
1 
7 
.  1 

111 

* 

s 

TMrly-tirst  Virginia 

2 

6 

1 
.     6 

1 

18 
11 
24 

0 

2 

22 

Forty  fourth' Vi i  jfinia 

11 

F;fty-i»«iv»rid  Vin<iul« ...•., 

90 

Fifty  Huhih  VJrKium 

■-— 

« .. .. 
2 

.  64 

Twelfth  Ooorgia" 

7 

.      TotHl...^ '...•... 

•8 

RR 

172 

212 

243 

Battle  of  Malvern  Hat,  July  18t,   1862. 


GOMW^VP. 


Thirtt'cnrl)  Vipuini:i...'.V...* *.":.   '..   .. 

Twenty  tifiJj  Vi^K'n**        .:': ...•! 

Thirty-fl:-Hi   Vi-i,Mmii 4'...' 

Forty-fonrlf.  V  r^'iniu *...*....!  ..;   

Fiftj-ycct>n<l  Viri<ii.i.; ^.. ^ 

Fiflyeisfli  h  Viig:n1a 1 

Twelfth  Gt-orttiii ,..*...  ....: 


Tcital, 


!2l 


Or 
3/ 


1^ 


28 


Mi.'Siiro. 

To 

fAL. 

ts 

,it  1 

» 

e? 

ieI 

2 

^^ 

T-^ 

0 

t. 

^>- 

e 

.•  fi 

6 

..•«=• 

•  ;j 

Sej« 

c 

>. « 

1 

8 

:r:::. 

...... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

*      •?■ 

1. 



p.  -  •-" 

k 

1  >l 

...... 

1 

6 

»33    1 

r 


4 
s 

4 

15 


Tojal  l:i  'bot0  Baxtles. 


K1LY.B0.' 


I 


II- 


42- 


Wocspsm 


27 


.200 


♦ 

Mmmo.      . 

Tota;..   •    . 

' 

1.  « 

II 

c 

• 

N.  0  Officers 
and  Privates. ' 

«8 

M         <          U6 

S81 

Digitized  by 


Google 


l^  . 


LIST  OF  KILLED,  WOUlfDED  AND.MIBSXNG  in  the  Eighth 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Army  Valley  District,  in  the  battles  of 
CM  Marbor,  {Gaines'  Mill,)  Friday,  June  27th,  and  Malvern  Hill; 
JtJy  1st,  186S. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED,   WOUNDED  AND  MISSING  in  (he  Seventh 
'  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Army  Valley  District,  in  the  batiks  before 
Richmond,  June  27th,  and  July  1st,  1862  :     ' 

SEVENTH  BRIGADE,  BRIQ.  QBNERAL  J.  R.  TRIMBLE. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED,  WOUNDED  AND  MISSING,  MatykndLinc, 
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CONSOLIDATED  REPORT  OF  THE  CASUALTIEST  in  ihe 
Third  Division^  Army  Valley  District^  Major  G^merol  R.  1S4  Ewell, 
CQfnmand'mgj  in  ihe  octions^nearRichmondy^Jum -27^1  to  Jvly  \st^ 
1862;  /  .  •  '        -         ' 
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OBNE£AL.  HU<iBR'3  REPORT  QF  OPERATfONS  AROUND 

RICHMOND.    •       • 


Headquarters  of  Division,      > 
'  .  FMi^  Crtek,  Chesterfi^  County,  July  21,  1862.  ) 

General  R;  B.  Lbk,   *  %         '        • 

CsmmcndtHg  Army  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  :  I  submit,  herewith,  the  reports  o^  diiforent  commanders 
;n  this  division,  showing  the  part  taken  by  the  troops  under  their 
command,  in  the  battles  near  Ricbmoi\,d,  between  the  i^5th  Jupe  and 
the  I  St  of  July,  1862:  •  *       . 

Immedtately  after  the  battle  of  Savon  Pines,  my  division  wa<i 
posted  in  the  advance*  opposite  that  position  of  the  enemy  from 
which  our  troops  i;etired  on  the  morning  of  June  2d.  '  Our  Vine  ex- 
tended from  the  York  River  railroad  across  the  Williamsburg  road, 
to  and'beyond'  the  Charles  City  road.  Maj.  General  Longstrect,  com- 
manding right  wing,  furnished  additional  brigades  to  assist  in  per- 
forming the  arduous  picket  duty^  and  placed  all  the  troops  of  his 
command  at  ioay  disposal,  for  supports  in  case  o.£need.  I  continually 
» pushed  the  pickets  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  and  offered  them  battle 
daily,  alwaya  shooting  or  capturing  every  individual  we  could.  'The 
enemy  made  no  advance  upon^  us,  and  seemed  to  b.e  occupied  in 
strengthening  and  enlarging  his  fortifications,  and  clearing  away  the 
woods  near  them;  until  the  [8th  June,  when  he  advanced  and  drove 
in  some  of  our  p!ckets.  The  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment,  on  picket 
duty  that  day,  were  driven  in  on  part  of  the  line.  Colonel  Wright 
cam'e  to  their  assistance,  with  his  regiment,  the*  third  Georgia,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back.  In*  the*  course  of  the  next  day  or  two,  we 
fq^Lui  and  buried  twenty-nine  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  were  killed 
in  this  skirmish,"  eleven  prisoners  also  being  captured,  from  which  we 
may  suppose  nifeif*  loss 'was  severe.  The  fifty-third  Virginia  had 
seven,  wennded.  The  third  Georgia  had'fiv^  killed  and  two  wounded. 
I  considef  that  the  enemy  was  sevef ely  punished  for  their  attempt. 
,  On  the  morning  of  the  25tt  of  June,  the  brigade  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Ransom  (six  regiments  of  North  Carolina^  troops)  joined,  me,  by 
your  order,  ancPwere.  plac'ed  in  rear  of  otir  line,  as  a  support.  The 
picket  line,  which  extended  through  the  woods,,  close  up  to  the  en- 
emy^s  works,  consisted  of  the  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  Colonel  Doles, 
on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  the  ninth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, fifth  Virginia  battalion  and  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment,  of 
Generaj  Armistead's  Brigade,  between  the  Williamsburg  road  and  the 
railroad.  At  daylight,  the.  enemy  made  a  serefe  att;^ck  on  our  picket 
line,  which  was  reinforced  by  Generals  Armistead  and  Wright,  bring- 
ing up  thefr  Fegiments  from  our  'entrenchment|,  andT)y  the  regiments 
of  .Ge.neral    Ransom's   brigade,  which  had  just   arrivdl,  and   were 
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promptly  brought  up  by  him  as  suppgrts.  'One  of  the  latter  ttgi^ 
ments,  the  twent^-thini  North €farolina,  Colonel  Rutledge^  was  pushed 
to  the  left  of  the  Miillianisburg.rc^d,  .where  the  .er^emy  had  advanced, 
and  drove  them  'back  in  galliint  style,  holding  our  original  line  of 
pickets.  General  Armistead's  troops,  pushing  back  the  enemy,  re- 
sumed our  line  of  pickets  from  Colonel  Rutledge's  left  to  the  railroad. 
General  Wright  brought  forwa^^d  the  first  Loaistai^tt  regimeot  And  th« 
twenty-second  Georgia  to  the  support  of  the  fourth  Georgia,  andcfrov^ 
the  enemjy  back,  in  doing  which,  our  loss  was  considerable,  especially 
in  the  fiist  Louisiana  regiment,  as  showfi  by  the  list  of  easueltics  here- 
with appended.  Our  pickets  were  relieved  by  regiments  of  ijeneral 
Kafisom'a  brigade,  and  most  of  them,  composed  of  new  troops,  be- 
haved with  great  steadiness  and  coolness  in  this  their  first  conflict  witk 
the  enemy.  Late  in  the  evening,  we  pushed  the  enemy 'on  our  right  to 
recover  th^  ground  lost  in  thft  morning.  This  was  accomplished  by 
the  fourth  Georgia, regiment,  supported  by  Colorvel  Hill's  regiment,  of 
Kunsom's  bj-igade,  «(forty. eighth  North  Caroliui^.)  lirig.  Gen.  Mahone 
had  sent  Captain  Grimes'  battery  to  ar  position  near  French's  house, 
and  it  was  well  served  against  the  enemy.  He  alSo  moved  a  portiott 
of  his  brigade  so  as  to  protect  the  right  of  General  Wright'e  line. 
The  forty-ninth  Virginia,  Colonel  William  Smith,  supported  by  the 
forty-first  Virginia*  was  so  placed  as  to  flarfk  the  enemy  on  their  left 
as  they  advanced  on  Colonel  Hill.  Their  fire  assisted  greatly  itt  re- 
pulsing the  enemy.  I  enclose  ihe  reports  of*  Generals  Mahone  ?lnd 
Wright.  General  Armiatead's  whole  force  was  engaged  on  our  left,' 
and  by  evening  they  had  .fully  recovered" our  origihial  picket  line. 
General  Wright  leports  the  handsome  manner  in  which  ji  portion  Qf 
Captain  Frank  Huger's  battery  drove  ofi*  ,the  pieces  the  enemy  had 
advanced  down*the  Williamsburg  road,  Jind  with  Vhich  he  kept  up  a 
fire  on  our  whole  line  until  driven  off  by  our  guns,  which  .were  after- 
wards advanced  to  the  position  held  by  the  enemy,  and  fired  into  hia 
camps.  The  brigade  of  Brigadier  G.encral  Walker  reported  to  me  ou 
the  26th,  and  v^qs  held  in  reserve  as  a  support,  but  was  next  morning, 
by  your  instructions,  sent  elsewhere.  The  troops  which  were  in  Ay 
rear  a;ll  moved  off  during  the  night  of  the  25th  or  •morning  of  the 
26 th,  to  commence  that* scries  of  brilliant  actions,  whic^  began  on 
the  enemy's  righl.  ily  division  ^alone^  remaiijed  .between  the  enemy 
and  Richmond  on  this  appr6ach.  Dur^g  the  2Cth  and  27th  and  28th 
of  June  we  pushed,  forward  our  scouts  and  advanced  up  tothe  abattis 
around  the  enemy's  works,  but  found  them  in  forc^  and  similar  re- 
connoissan^ces,  made. by  Generals  Magruder  and  McLaws,  with  whom 
I  was  in  commuuicatioh,  indicated  that  the  force  in  our  front  wap  not 
reduced  by. the  operations  taking  place  on  our  left.r  On  Saturday, 
June  28th,  the  enemy  kept  quiet,  and  we  suspected^  they  vere  re- 
tiring.  5Fhe  pickets  heard  wagons  moving  off  ♦during  that  night.  I 
ordered  the  pickcta  to  advance  and  push  scouts  up  at  daylight  Sunday 
morning  to  "gite  igJformatioD.  Sunday,  June  29th,  no  report 
coming  from  t^kiem,' after  sunrise,  «1  rode  foiward  to  the  advaaced 
pickets,  and  met  Colotiel  Doles,  of  the  fourth  Georgia,  who  had  just 
^om«  t^  th^  c^nekision  tbat  the  euemy  had  left>  «iid  «  white  flag'  wts 
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flihown  from  tte  ^irorks.  With  a  company  of  fbe  fourth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, I  rode  forward  with' one  aid-de-camp  (Lieutenant  Sloan). and 
entered  the  works.  A  few  men,  who  represented  themselves  left  aa 
hoepital  attendants,  were  t^o  only  persons  there.  The  tents  were 
left  Standing,  cut,  and  I  was  inlx)rfiQed  a  surgeon  was'  left  witff  the 
iick.  I  rode  on  and  found  hitn,  and  read  his  order  and  directed  him 
to  remain  with  the  sick,  T^nd  he  would  not  be  considered  a  prisoner  of 
warl  By  this  time  all  the  regiments  on  picket  duty  had  marched  up 
♦o  the  works.  I  rode  along  the  lines,  announced  to  them  the  enemy 
had  left,  and  we  were  ordered*to  follow  them  down  the  Charles  City 
Voad. 

General  Wright  had  joined*me,  and*  ho  and  the  other  briga- 
^ers  were  ordered  to  get  ready  to  march  at  once  and  move  over  to 
the  Charles  Oity  road.*  General  Mahone,  who  was  on  that  road,  was 
ordered  to  move  dowit  it,  General  Armistead  to  follow  him.  Generals 
Wright  and  Ransom  to  follow. 

'  Soon  after  Generals  Wright  and  Ransom  got  their  brigades  in  1u6- 
tk>n,  a  message  was  received  ♦om  General  Magruder,  at  Fair  Oak 
Station,  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  him  in  force,  and  asking 
me  to  support  him  with  two  brigades.  Ransom's  brigade  was  at  onoe 
recalled  and  I  marched  with  it  back  to  the  Seven  Pines.  Wright's 
brigade^was  ordered  back. 

The  day  was  intensely  hot,  and  this  marching  and  counter-march- 
.  ing  exha,UBted  the  men..  I  met  General  Magruder,  who  insisted  the 
enemy  were  advancing  in  great  force,  and  he  desired  my  assistance, 
asking  me  to  form  li^e*bf  battle,  left  on  railroad,  and  right  at  Seven 
Pines.  I  had  commenced  uroving  the  troops  into  position,  when  I 
eaw  ar  line  in  my  front, 'anti  inquiring  what  troops  they  were,  was  in- 
formed ^t  wasMcLaWs'  divisidn.  At  the  same*  moment  I  recefved  a 
dei^atch*  from  General  Lee,  (whom  I  left  at  my  late  headquarters,) 
.  saying  it.  was  very  important  I  should  prbceed  at  once  down  the 
Charles  City  road,  and  if  my  assistance  was  not  ncccssiiry  to  General 
Magroder,  to  move  on.  As  the- enemy  had  abandoned  their  works 
and  retired,  I  could  not  conceive  their  attack  was  a  serious  one,  but 
the  demonstration  was  only  to  delay  us,  and,  Is  General  McLaws 
ocoupied  the.ground,  I  might  leave,  and  sent  a  message  to  General 
Magsuder,  that  under  my  orders,  I  had  decided  Ffwa«?  not.necessary 
for  me  to  stay.  I  'had  httlted  General  Wright  near  French's  house,, 
and  I  sent  him  orders  to  resume  his  march  to  the  Charles  City  road. 
General  Ransoya  waarsent  off  in  the  same  direction  at  once.  In  the 
meantime,  Mahone  and  Armistead  had  advanced  down  the  road.  In. 
the  evening.  Ransom  and  Wrighf  followed.  I  reached  the  head  of  tho 
column  late  in  the  afternoon,  near  Bridewell's,  (on  map,)  when  otir 
tankers,  on  the  left,  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy.  We  pushed  light 
troopainto  the  woods,  and  exaAined. the  country.  It  appeared  the* 
enemy  ^ad  nofretTred  from  the  camps  on  our  left,  arid,  as  I  went  do^n^ 
.  the  road,  I  was  leaving  Kearney's  divisfou  helurtd  me'. .  I  wag  informedl 
there  was  a  road,  called  the  New  road,  running  along  the  edge  of  White- 
<•  Oak  Swamfp,  and  that  Kearney's  division  was  on  the  other  side  of  th» 
•  awam^.     A  b«y,  nAu*  ha^hbeh'  over  the*  swatiQjMm  '^'  messeg^,  uid 
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|fmo9«tt  ciplM^  iKe  ae  ilkatt'nJtmmMm.  '  I  ord^r^  %1>#tirj  of 
artillery,  enpported  %  th«  fbrt^^fomrth  Alabwa^a  r^ipioent,  to  protect 
t)ie  juaction  of  the  New  road  with  the  Ghavlee  City  road»  aiad  directed 
Brigadier  GemN^  Wright  to  proceed  at  daylighL  Jw^e  dOth,  dpw^ 
the  New  road»  to  £nd  the  enemy,  and  giCurd  our l^t.  flank,  »n4  t^t 
piitin  body  le  ^  pi^oeeed  .  down  the  Chiles  GitT  road,  Tl|e  tmiogp 
biyoBacked  in  their  noaition,  while  it  waa  4|urjc,  Md  xieeiimad  ^ 
march  at  daylight.  Mabone  adranQed  eantioiiBly,  /Cfptur^d  n^ny 
prisonere^  and  killed  some  oayalry  seonts,  one  bearing  aa  order  to 
Kearney  to  retire,  and  keep  a  strong  battery  «of  artillery  with  hU  req^r 
guard.  After  pasting  .Fishes's  hous^,  (ini^p»)  'we  found  tho  road  cb" 
ttrncted  by  trees  felled  al^  acrossai^  Geaecal  Mahon#  found  it  best 
to  oivt  U  road  around  the  obstructions.  For  such  work  we  were 
deficieoit  in  tools.  The  column  was  delayed,  while  the  work  ws3 
going  on,«ac)idit  was  evening  I^fore  we  got  through,  and  drove  oif  tix^ 
.  workmen,  who  were  still  cutting  down  other  trees.  As  v^^e  advanoed 
th#ough  the  woodsy  and  came  to  an  open  field,  on  high^  ground,  (P. 
Williams,  on  map,)  a  powerful  battei|y;  of  rifled  gups  opened  pa  i^a. 
General  Mahone  disposed  his  troops,  and  advanced  a  battery  of  ar^ 
tillery,  (Moormaik'fl,)  and  a  sharp  ar^tillery  fire  was  kept  np  for  some 
time.  The  enemy's  fire  was  very  severe,  and  wo  had  many  men 
killed  and  wounded.  (List  of  •ea£ualties  sent  herewith.)  I  went  to 
the  front  and  examined  .the  position.  *  I  withdrew  mo^t  of  our  guns, 
.  and  only  kept  up  a  moderate  fire.  On  our  left  the  White  Dak 
Swamp  i^proachedvvery  near;  the' rtght appeared  to  be  good  ground.;' 
and  I  determined  to  tiirn  the  battery  by  mo#ng  a  column  of  inf^ntrj 
ttd  my  right.  It- was  now  dark.  I  issued  the  following  order  for  tl^ 
<norning :  "  Orders. — Armistead's  and  Wtj^ht's  brigades  to  move  to  the 
dgbt  ;*Mahone  to  push  pickets  forward,  and  moi^  on  as  soega  aa  tlwd 
road  was  clears  Ransom  to  follow."  ^\  ^ 

My  headquarters,  Monday  night,  was  at  Mrs,  Fisher's.  ^  Wright 
reported  the  can^ps  on.  White  Oak  Swamp  abandoned.  He  went  on  to 
Whit<6  Oak«  brieve,  where  *ho  met  General  Jackson,  who  informed  me 
he  was  fit)0{]^ed  at  that  point  by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge.  Gen- 
eral Wright,  havinf  only  infantry,  crossed  the  swamp,  and  joined  me 
at  MrQ.  Fisher's,  ^nday  evening,  30th  of  June. 

Tuesday,  Jnly^lafe,  at-  three,  A.  M.,  I  -saw  Armistead,  with  his 
brigade,  ready  to  move,  but,  |)a86ing  thr:Ough  thp  woods,  the  progress 
was  ^low.  As  soon  as  he  .cleared  tlie  road  Wright  followed.  1  now 
received  idtice  from  jGreneral  Longstreet  that. the  Charles  City  road 
was  cle^r,  and  was  much  disap|)ointed  that  GenerarMahone  had  not 
discovered  the  retreat  during  the  night.  He  informed  me  he  saw  the 
^^ickets  this  morning,  which  was  true  ;.  for,  on  advancing,  the  pickets 
gave  themaelves  up  as  prisoners,  and  said  the  army  had  retired  wil^i- 
out  ordering^  them  in.'  t       . '  ' 

I  now  pushed  on  aa  rapidily  as  I  oo«}d/  witbi  Eaoaotn'a  afnd  Ma- 
tone's  brigades;'  We  werie ^delayed  by  meeting  our  troops;. first 
Cobb^s  brigalde;  and-  aftetv^vds:  Jackson's  troops;  and*[  had  no  one 
to  show  us  what  road  to  take.  Major  Taylor,  A.  D.  C.  to. General 
lee,  .caiQO  u)^/a^dye<mdp«tiii  qui  ta  $lk0  ^ixaii^  mh^.  Xr^.ort6d  to 
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Oenfcnil  Le^.  I  foand  Ajrffi«<M&^  "nd  Wrighf  s  l>rigi4^d  o%  front 
line,  exadtly  apposite  tbe  enemy,  wbo  irere  posted  in  large  force,  ^it^ 
poweff al  Wtterfefl  of  artillery,  on  a  commanding  plateau,,  near  Crane's 
konae.  On  riding  to  the  ravitie  where  these  brigades  were  posted, 
the  aetio^  ^eomaienoed  l>et^een  the  pickets.  .  1  had  pravioasly,  by 
direeti<mt>f  #ftitrarliee,  sent  Mahone's  brigade.  U\  support  Cobb's: 
sad  as  ike  actiom  progressedj  at  the^r^uest  of  G^eral  Magruder,  J 
ordered  Banaem's  brig^ide  to  report  to  him.  All  the  brigades  of  my 
dimidn  were  thus  sent  in t^' the  battle,  and  were  engaged  i|i  the  attack 
on  the  enemy's  bat^ries.  They  were,  during  the  actieUyUnder  the 
immediate- comniand  of  Geneva!  Magruder.  As  the  differeixt  brigades 
of  my  divisien  were  sent  forward  iota  the  battle  M  MaJLvera  Hil], 
I  was  directed  t<^  report  them- to  another  commander.  Thoa|^  present 
myself,  I  was  not  in  command  during  this  battle.  As  I  w&s  treated 
in  the  same  'manner  at  Seven  Pines,  I  can  only  hope  this  course  was 
accidental,  and  required  by  the  necessities^  of  Ibe  service.  I^  therf^ 
fbrCf  Bsakeno  report,  and  have  to  refer  you  to  the  subordina^tcreppr^ 
herewith  tmne»ni.tted,  and  totthe.  reports  of  other  commanders,  for 
details  of  the  action  of  Malvern  Hill.  After  this  battk,  as  required, 
the  division  waa  oeeupied,  undei^  my.  orders,  in  removing  the  woii^tided 
and  burying -the  dead.  ■  •         -       : 

From  my  personal  staff  1  received  every  assistanee ;  laud  I  beg  tp 
same  Lieutenant  Colonel  S«^  S.  .AndersDn^  A;  A.  Q-.;  Captain  Bjsnja- 
mii^Huger,  A.  A.  G,;  Lieutenants  SleMi  and  Preston,  i^ids^e-pampr; 
Lieutenant  Willoughby  Anderson,  engineer,-  and  Thomas  Pinckney, 
volunteer  aid-de-camp)  as-  officers  i^o  rendered  important  service, 
and  to  whom.my  thanks  are  especially  due.  Te  Surgeon  £.  N,  ^Tord, 
medical  director,  and  Majo»  J.<  A.  Johnston,  quartermaster,  I  beg  to 
call  the  attention -of  the*  G^eneral,  for  the  prompt  care  bestowed  on.  the 
wounded,. atid  the  transportation  of  them  to  4^e  hospitals,  Adc.  ^  ^ 
I  remain^  f  ery  respectihlly^our  most  obedient  sevvant,* . 

.     BENJAMIN  HUGER, 
'  Major  Omenal  ccmimamding  Division^ . 


^         •   ,.  *EALLiNGCRf:EK,i/M/y  2f,  1862. 

GmenltL.'E.Lj:t:/€ammandhig-:       ■.••    I*'-     ^^     -   •*-'^,- 

Cekiikai*:  In  forwarding "^piy  reports  of  tlie' different  "engagements 
of  the  division  wliiQh  J  commanded,  I  have  to^  request* or  v5u'  as  j?  re- 
ward t^  thejjegiments  wjio  most  distinguisliea  themsefves',^that  an 
order  he  given,  autnorizing  the  fbllojving  regiments  to  Inscribe  on. 
their  banners  as  follows.: 


a   .   . ..  4  .i.   .t.,.i-  -«   <  -.f 


1.  The  third.Georgia  volunteers,  **  South  Mills.Vr  i;  -,  .  - 

2.  Th^  fl»(*Louiala»a\Belanteeva,,Mi£ipg'SiS<slu>Ql-l^^  ' 
3..  I!be  ^pA  Seotgiv, vol^nleera,  **  I^u^'sriSchopl-Ho.use."  . 

4.  lh#  fw^oAyrAfth  .<Ncai^  Garbliin^woluntecirs^  '^'King'iS  School* 
Hoose.V '  '"j^y-  ■-*•*'/•''    -•  •,     .-'  '     *■»»•*..*•    i'  W'    4 
5>  Th9  {i^jl^-mifth'-li^iVjiittia  ^Dlunteers,  ^'  i^ing- s.  SohooUJBouse.!' 


m 

The  irhole  diTiaion  was  aent  forward  in  thd  battle  at  MalTeia  HUI, 
on  1st  of  July,  but  as  the  brigades  wore  sent  *to  report  to  other  com^ 
maaders,  I  am  unable  to  make  a  special  report  of  that  action. 
I  remain, 'very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, ' 

BEJAMIN  HUGER, 
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CENE^AL  HOLMES'  REPORT   OF   OrEHATlONS  AROUND 
^   .    .  RICHMOND.  •  •    . 

pLTtuMirK^,  Julj^  l.")tb,  1862. 
Lieutonani  Colood  R.  II.  Chilton,  •  * 

A,  A.  <?.,  Headquarters  J.  N.  F.: 
CoLONEi.:  I  h&Ye  the  honor  to  submit  t^e  following  report  of  tho 
operations  of  that  part  of  lay  command  which  fjarticipateil  in  the 
<;ainpaign  of  the  ^ast  dnye  of  Jane  and  firnt  days  of  July,  before  Icich- 
mond.  In  tbe  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  29th  of  Ju»<*,  in  pursuance 
of  orders  fro«i  the  Wrir  Def^artraent,  I  moved  three  regiments  of 
Colonel  Ji]vi«9  Daniels'  brfg.ide,  fifteen  hundred  and  seventy  strong, 
tiih  two  15 gilt* batteries,  across  James  river  by  the  pontoon  bridge.- 
I'hree  companies  of  cavalry,  numbering  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
•  «!ider  Major  E.  Barro^ighs,  accompanieli  this  force.  The  same 
evening,  Brigadier  Generrtl  J.  G.  WalkeV,  joined  me  with  his  bri|2:ade 
«f  thirty-eix  hundred  e-ffective  men  and  two  batteries,  which  had 
crossed  the  river  en  Tliorgday,  the  26th  June,  and  whs  now  a^^in 
fUced  nnder  lay  command.  The  division  bivouacked  that  night  upon 
Comdios  -creese,  and  moved,  on  Monday  morning,  agreeable  to  the 
orders  of  the  eommanding  General,  «pon  New  Markefr,  reaching 
that  place  at  10  A.  M.  I  immediately  placed  my  tDops  in  a  position 
of  irreat  actual  strength.;  covering  the  junction  of  the  LoBg  Biidge 
and  River  roa8s,  which  was  shortly  afterwards  inspected  and  appro-ved 
fey  His  ExceHe<\cy,the  President.  At  this  juncture,  Brigadier  General 
Henry  A.  Wise  reached  New  Market,  coming*voluntariiy  to  my  sup- 
pott  from  Obaffiri's  filnfff  with  two  i<egiment8  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-two  bayonets  a^nd  two  batteries.  The  .effective  force  under  my 
orders  thus  amounted  to  six  thousand  infantry  and  six  batteries  of 
artillery.  In  my  part,  .between  the  River  and. Darby  town  roads,  were 
two  regiments  of  cavalry  under  Colonel  Baker,  let  North  Carolina 
cavalry.  Matters  were  in  thi^  position  when,  about  4  o'clock.  Major 
M«vle  of  the  engineers,  rode  up  and  reported  the  enemy  as  retreating 
in  oonsiderable  confasion  along  the  road  leading  over  MalVorn  Hill. 
He  suggested  that  a  battery  ef  rifled  guns,  placed  under  cover  of  a  Jense 
fopeat  to  tfce  right  and  left  of  the  River  road,  at  a  point  where  kfs 
reconnotRsanoe  had  been  made,  distant^ome  eight  hundred  yaris  from 
the  r*nemy''ft  column,  woald  greatly  embarrass  his  r-etrea^.  In  this  view, 
Major  Stevens,  chief  engineer,  fully  concurred,  1  accordingly  at 
once  directed  my  chief  of  artillery,  Colonel  Der^hlor,  to  proceed  to  the 
point  indicated,  some  two  miles  down  the  River  road,  with  three 
sections  of  two  rifled  guns  each,  selected  from  the  different  batteries,  , 
and  despatched  the  80th  Virginia,  Colonel  ITarrisou  commanding,  to 
Walker's  brigade,  as  a  supporting  force.  Soon  afterwards,  feeling^ 
€oUcitoii8<R)r  the  safety  of  this  detachment,  I  put  the  remainder  of 
the  division  In  motion*  for  the  same  point,  and  proceeded  to  recon- 
noitre the  ground  in  person.  Upon  reaching  it,  I  found  the  Gonctal 
•commanding  the  armj^  just  jeturning  from   an   observatien   of  the 
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enemy's  position.  He  ^)proTed  of  what  had  beeniione  and  direoied 
thiat,  after  the  remainder  of  the  division  had  been  disposed  to  tfnpport 
the  battericB,  fire  should  be  opened  upoD  the  enemy's  column.  By 
the  time  the  infantry  was  in  position,  the  enem^  had  taken  the  aiarm 
and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  bs^ttle  in  the  road  between  West's  hoase 
and  Malvern  Hill,  on  rery  commanding  ground.  Before  the  fire  ot 
my  artillery  commenced,  the  enemy's  gunboats  begaa  t0-8hell  rigor- 
oudly  the  River  road,  clearly  defijied  by  clouds  of  dust^  and  the 
woods*  occupied  byimy  troops.  Colonel  Doshler  now  opened  his  fire^ 
upon  my  order,  and  three  or  four  regiments  of  the  enemy's  infaairy 
within  range,  immediately  disappeared  in  .the  noighboriag  wood)».  ▲.- 
▼.ery  heavy  fire  of  field  artillery  was,  however,  at  ooee  broaghito  beai: 
upon  us  from  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns,  so  placed,  as  with  iho 
^d  of  the  gunboats,  to  annoy  us  severely  in  front  and  on*' both  ianka 
at  the  same  time.  Fintiing  iiimaelf  overrated  id  metal,  and  thor 
ground  not  admiuing  of  iftore  gans  being  pot  in  battery  en  mix  aide^- 
Colonel  Tesbler  coasted  his  fife  in  about  an  hour,  after  losing  a  09&<^ 
siderabk  number  of  men  and  horses  and  having  two  caiesiiii8«xplode4. 
The  enemy  kept  up  arfurioua  cannonade  iiotil  after  &rk.  Under 
this,  my  troops  which  were  mostly  n^wly  levied,  behaved  well,  inUi> 
the  exception  of  Major  E.  Burroughs'  battalion  of  ckvalry  and 
Graham's  battery  with  a  part  of  Branch's,  whase  oos^uct  wais  shame<>. 
ful  in  the  extreme.  The  officere  of  my  staff.  Colonel  Jamea  Deshler^ 
chief  of  artillery,  Major  Archer  Anderson,  A.  A-i  6.,  Captain  T,  L. 
Barton,  acting  chief' coDiinisaary,  and  cadet  T.  H.  Holnfes,*  Jr.,  G.  8. 
A.-,  pert<)r]Bed  th^ir  duty  with  the  'greatest  aeal  and  intellifeiicey  vaA 
behaved  as  br^ve  me»r  should  do.   ^  *  • 

in  this  engagemeni  the  caauahies'  were,  m  appears  <by  dieyejperte.' 
of  brigade  commanders  herewith  transmitted,  as  follows: 
.  Daniels^  brigade — killed,' 2;  woanded,  832.  .!  •    ' 

Walkers  brigade«--woundad^  lg« 

Artillery — wounded,  16..  .      '  *       ■ 

ThO'  strength  of  th«  efteny'a  poeitiom  and  their  inpesiug  nknabeMi 
we^e-8iieh,  that  to  attempt  an  attaek.  upo»  them  with  my  afflaU  fore# 
unsupported,  would  have  been  perfect  acadness;  for  to  have* done  thie 
would  have  rcqui^red  a  march  of  oi^er  three  qaartera  of  a  mile  ttp,^ 
steep  hill,  destitute  of  cover.  I  aocordingly  withdrew^  aboitt  9  B.9Mv^> 
to  a  poaition  soniewhat  in  advanee  of  tbat  ocoupied  in  tive  moriii]^. 
On  Tuesday  evening,  I  moved  vy  division  to  a  point  en  the  Biver 
road  half  a  mile  belpw  the  upper  gate  at  Curl's  Neck,  and  there  re^ 
maiued  during. the  night  in  lino  of  battle;  but,  as  before,  I  deeteedil 
out  of  the  question  to  attack  the  strong  position,  of  Malvern  Hriil. 
^  from  that  side*  with  my  inadeqote  force. 

On  Wednesday  afternoea,.i&  parauanee  of  orders  fresi  the  eotte« 
manding  General,  I  look  up  ny  line  of  marc^  .for  Drewry'^  Bluff, 
leaving  General  Wife  at  Chaffin'a.  Since^then  nodun^fQf  intOMSat 
has  occurred  in  my.  command^  .  •   ;    •  / 

I  am  Colonel,,  very  ■  r r^U|iewi>fally,i  yom»  ebd' t  sestv^ 

.  Tv  H,  HOLMES^ 


GE}7BfiAL  WAITING'S  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OP  GAINMP 
■    •       MILL!  '  ' 

Headqi:arterjs  First  Division,  FitiflT  Corps,  > 

Jvly,  186B.;        5 

Colonel  A.  H.  t?mLTON, 

*  *  * 

Assistant  Adjnicmt  General ;  • 

Ooi^Nki:  Tke  following  is  a  report  of  tli^operatiocs  of  tliis  diviflk 
ion  in  ^e  batUe  of  Gainea'  farm,  27\h  ultioio : 

On  the  m^rasnf;  of  tbe  2€(k  tt]tiino,*at  three,  A.  M.,  the  diTiiioSi 
c^flUiiating  of  Ae  Texas  brigade,  Brigadier  Ojeneral  Hood,  and  the  tbivA 
bvigade,  Ooloael  Lav,  with-Reilly's  and  Balthie'  batteries,  oftnrehed 
from  AehlaAd  aa  the  adTanoo  of  Major  General  Jacksoa'e  eoffw,  wkick 
i(  Itmd  temporarily  reinforced.  After  passing  tbe  advanced  liae  e{ 
¥id6tte8,^ihe  nfrck  vaacoaductod  cautiously  by  t'be  AsLcake  road,. 
ihje*Tex«M  laading,  with  skirmishers  deployed.  At  ten,  A.  M. ,  et esied 
the  Central  nailroad,  driving  tlM  enemy's  cavalry  scouts,  discovereil 
an  advaiM^  post  of  eavalry  \r%BX  of  the  Tpttopotomy,  which >fled.  cm 
XBj  approachi  At  three,  reached  tho  creek,  fouqd  the  bridge  in  flame&i 
a^  »  paity  of  tb»  enemy  engaged  in  blockading  the  road  on  the  other 
sid«.  The  3!exan  skirmishers  gallantly  crossed  and  engaged.  Ripley's 
battety  being  bronght  up,  luth  .a  few  rounds  dispersed  th«  enemy. 
The  brii^e  being  reb'uilt,  the  troops  croAsad  and  eontinroed  on«  th# 
r^ad  to  Sale  Green  church  or  Hundley  corner.  Here- we  onited  with 
iEwell's  division,  and,  night*coming  on,  bivooack^.*  -A  fuiious  oatt« 
patn^^e  ivL  ^»  direction  of  Meehanicsville,  indicated  ft  severe  battle^ , 
JBarly  the  next  morning  the  troops  Hioved---£weli  iq  thalead.  Pria^ 
oners  were  taken  in  great  nmnbers  a» we  advancedf  Heavy  musketry  ' 
s^nd  cannonading  being  heard  on  our  right,  •  Major  Whiting,  of  th# 
»laff,  taking  a  battery,  posted  it  so  as  to  shell,  the.  enemy's  rear  ^u 
Sokvoir  Dam;  after  which  they  retired,  leaving %he  route  clear  for.  all 
tks^€Dlaiims.  Wc  erosaed  the  run  without  oppesitipn.  At  twelve,.  A/. 
M;,  having  mad^ a  circuit  and  headed  .Beaver  Dam,  the  colofna  eC 
Majpr^  QeaeraTD.  H.  Hill  appeared  on  the  road  leading  to  Cold  Hav^ 
bpr^  tsP  which  we.haid^beeB  directed*  aad  passed  us.  Betweien  one  said' 
.  two>  P.  M.,  cannonading  com»encald  ^ivthe  direction  of*  Cold  Harbor* 
Tbe  march  eonti&ued  .slowly,  interrupteil  by.fr^quent  halts^  ufttil  near 
three,  when  an  aid  of  General  Jackson  directad  mo  to  form  in  liae^ofr. 
baitle-io  my  right,  aad  press  through  the  woods  to  Ihe  Jiriug,  wliicli 
now  becama  very  hea^'y .  This  was  at.  once  done.  The  Texas  br^gada 
on  the  left,  and  Laws'  on  the  right,,  aregiiaeiikt  of  each-^in  reserve,  tiM 
troopa  forcing,  tbeir  way,  in  good  ordM*,  in  line-of-battley^threueh  a 
d^ufe  ftres^aad  swamp.  We  cam*  oust  op  the  telegraph  i^ad,  uriar' 
hesivy  but  diata^  fire. o£  artillery,  abotit  four^  P.  Mf  At  this  ppint,  I 
met  several  aids  of  different  generals,  all  desiring  aeaistanoe,  and  in>t' 
forming  me  thutdto  tr<>(5psof  bothGtaeraisD.  H.  and  A.  '£.  Hill  were* 
hard  pr'i^ssdcL  A'dvancibg,  I  shortly  met  the  Commander-iia-Gbief,  who 
indicated  f^directioa  a  little  to  toy  right."  Digitized  by  Googk 
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The  field,  where  we  entered  h,  was  ahout  t\ie  head  of  the  ravino 
which  covered  the  enemy's  left  ncaV  thb  main  road,  a  deep  and  steep 
ohttism  dividing  the  blaffe  of  the  Chickahominj.  On  the  left  side 
of  this,  as  we  fovdcd.  General  HQod  put  forward  the  first  Texas  and 
Hampton's  legion.  Men  were  leaving  the  field  in  everj  direction  and 
in  great  disorder;  two  regiments,  one  from  South  Carolina  and  one 
fron  Lonisiana,  were  actually  marching  back  from  the  fire.  The  first 
Texas  was  ordered  to  go  over  them  and  through  thets,  Yhieh  they  did. 
T&e  remaining  Texas  regiments  were  rapidly  advanced,  forming  line 
on  the  right  of  the  raving,  and  the  thirtieth  again  on  their  right,  and, 
pre9f»ing  on  th6  whole  tir^,  came  under  the  enemy's  fire.  Here,  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground  and  position  of  the  enemy,  the  third  changed 
front  obliquely  to  the  left,  bringing  its  front  parallel  td  the  ravine. 

The^nemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  and  protected  »by  the  ravine, 
poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the' advancing  line  for  a  quarter. of  a 
mile,  and  many  brave  oflScers  and  men  fell.  Near  the  crest,  ip  front 
of  us  and  lying  down,  appeared  the  fragments  of  a  biigado.  Men 
irere  skulking  from  the  front  in  a  shameful  manner ;  the  woods  on  par 
left  and  rear  were  full  of  troops  in  safe  cover,  from  which  they  never 
stirred;  but,  on-thc  right  of  the  third,  a  brigade,  "Pickett's,"  were 
moving  gallantly  up.  Still  further,  on  our  extreme  right,  our  troops 
appeared  to  bo  falling  back 

The  Texans  had  now  come  up,  and  joined  line  on  the  left,  led  by 
General  Hood,  and  the  gallant  fourth,  at  the  double  quick,  when  the 
w(>rd  w:a8  given  to  charge,  and  the  whole»line,  consisting  of  the  fourth 
and'fifth  Texas,  eighteenth  Georgia,  fourth  Alabima  and  sixth  North 
Carolina,  (the  second  M-ississippi  being  held  in  partial.reserve,  but  ad- 
vancing with  the  line,)  charged  the  ravine  with  a  yell — ^General  Hood 
and  Colonel  Law  gallantly  leading  their  men.  Ac  the  bottotn  rah  -a 
deep  and  difficull^ranch,  with  scarped  sides,  answering  admirably  as 
ft  ditch.  Over  agftinst  this  was  a  strong  log  breastwork,  heavily 
taanned ;  above  this,  near  the  crest,  another  breastwork,  supported  by 
well  served  batteries  and  a  heavy  force  of  infantry — the  steep  slope, 
clad  with  an  open  growth  of  timber,  concealing  the  enemy,  but 
affording  full  view  of  our  movements.  .Spite  of  these  terrible  obsta- 
cles, over  ditch  and  breastwork,  hill,  batteries  and^-  infantry,  the 
dirisiorr  swept,  routing  the  erfemy  from  their  stronghold.  ;  Man-y 
pieces  of.  artillery  were  taken,  fourteen  in  all,  and  nearly  a  whole  regi- 
ment of  the  enemy.  These -pf-iaoners  were  turned  over  by  Colonel 
Robinson,  fifth  Texas,  to  Brfgadier  General  Pryor  or  some  of  his 
Staff.  The  enemy  conthiaed  to  fight  in  retreat,  with  «tttbborn  resist- 
ance, and  it  soon  appeared  that  we  had  to  deal  with*  his  best  troops. 
On  gaining  the  second  line,  and  seeing  the  heavy  force,  apprehensive 
that  he  might  rally,  I  went  to  Major  General  Longstreet*for  rein- 
forcement*.* He  immediately  sent  forward  Brigadier  General  R.  H.  An- 
derson, who  went  on  mjr  right  and  engaged  and  drove  the  enemy  most 
handsomely  on  the  lower  part  of  the  plateau,  the  enemy  being  there, 
|is;  indeed,  they  appeared  everywhere,  in  superior  numbers.  In  the 
meantime,  mj  division  contfnued  steadily  to  advance,  thougjh  suffering 
lieavily,  until  night  found  them  completely  across  the  wateau  and 
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beyond  tbe  bt^ttle-field.  Pickett's  brigade  li;vi  aUIy  fought  on  tbo 
right,  the  general  himself  was  woiinded  in  the  charge.  *  The  troops 
on  mj  immediate  left  I  do  not  kner^C,  and  am  ^lad  .1  don'c.  Thostf 
that  did  come  up  were  much  broken, 'and  no  entreaty  or  ^command 
could  induce  them  forward,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
greater  part  never  l#ft  the  cover  of  Ae  wood  on  the  west  side  cf  the 
ravine.  s 

The.  battle  was  very  severe,  hotly  contested  an^l  gallantly  won,  and 
I  take  pleasure  in  calling  spiccial  attention  to  tlfe  fourth  Texas  regiment, 
whichy  led  by  the  brigadier,  Hood,  was  the  first  to  break  the  enemy's  line^ 
and  enter  his  T^orks.  Its  brave  old  Coloriel,  Marshall,. fell  in  the  charge 
on  the  hithet  side  of  lh<!^avirfe.  The  stubborn  rcsistanceMnaintaine.d  all 
day,  faltered  from- that  moment,  and  the  day  Avas  gained.  Of  the 
other  regiments  of  the  division,  it  would  be  invidious  and  unjust  to 
naoie'cne  before  the  other.  Tbey  were  equally  di8tingui.she<i,  and  as 
they  became^epgaged,  went  on  fn  the  murderous  fire  with  unfaltering 
determination.  Towards  the  close  of  the*  fire,  I  dctachedtihe  second 
Mississippi  and  Butler's  battery,  to  the  extreme  right,  to  ©pen  fire 
en  thQ.retreatiog  masses  of  thctsnemy,  endeavoring  to  make  their  . 
"w^y  to  the  edge  of  the  swamp. 

When  the  action  closed,  my  line  was  in  advance  of  the  ^uns,  (they 
captured  fourteen  in  number,)  closing  to  the  lef^  on  General  Lawton's 
troops,  .of  General  Jackson's  army,  and  covered  on  the  right  by  Gen- 
eral R.  H.  Anderson.  Of  my  staff,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly;  the 
chief.  Major  j;  II.  Hill,  fell  painfully  wounded  vhile  leading  the 
charge;  the  chivalrous  Major  Austin  K.  Smith,  H.  T).  C,  recciveda 
mortal  wound  in  the  same  onset.  Colonel  Upson,  Captain  Frobeland 
Captain  Tan'slll  were  among  the  foremojit  in  the  fray.  Here,  also,  as 
in  oany  previous  battles,  Captain  Van.ier  H^fst,  of  S.  C.^  gave  a 
notable  exaniplo.  Major  Randolph,  by  special  o'rdipr,  remained  wMth 
the  ammunition.  Though  not  on  my  staff,  I  should  not  do  riglit  not 
to  mention  the  chfvalrous  daring  of  young  Mejor  Ilaskill,  ot  South 
Carolina,  belonging,  as  I  am  told,  to  the  staff  of  General  D.  R.  Jones. 
His  personal  bearing  in  a  most  deadly  fire,  hia  example  aud  (tirections, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  charge.  I  regret  to 
say  .that  this  brave  young  officer  received'  a  terrible  wound  from  a 
shell,  hut  wallted  from  the  field  as  heroically  as  he  had  gone  int^the 
Ire,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  distinguisiioJ*  brg-very 
of  privates  Fairley',  Westmoreland  and  Sharp,  troopers  of  the  legion 
who  acted  as  officers,  and  displayed  greaf  coolness  fend  courage.  Coa- 
spicuous  wpre  Brigadier  General  IlQodand  Colonel  Law,  commanding 
brigades.  Of  the  regimental  commanders,  too  much  cannot  be  said. 
Colonel  ^fainey,  first  Texas,  though  seriously  ill,  joined  his  coaimand 
and  fel^  severely  wounded;  Colonel  Marshall,  fourth  Texas,  was  shot 
dead,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Warwick  was  mortally  wounded.  Lieut. 
<3oloncl  RufF,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  led  his  regiment,  and  fortf*# 
natel^'  escaped  unhuit.  The  legion,  though  not  much  exposed,  w^a 
ably  handled  By  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gary.  In  the  third,  Lieutenant 
Cofonel  McL'emore,  eleventh  AlabamJ^  received  a  painful  wound  early 
"iuthc  actionj'the  comtnaid^e^lvihg  on  Major  Webb,  who  ablyatfs- 
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Uined  his  part,  jfhe  second  Mississippi ,  Colonel  Stone,  was  ably 
bandied  byJts.4;omm^nder»  and  auistiained  severe  loss.  .  The  following 
18  a  recapitulatidb  of  casualties,  tho  detailed  list  aecotnpanies  the 
report:  ,  •  .   .  * 


.  Tex«  Bf i|^e. 

'6th  Texas, 
4th  Tuxas„ 
1st  Texas, 
18th  Georgia, 
Hampton's  Legion. 

Killed. 

•   13 
44 
14 

re 

•      •■   2 

.  Woundt*. 
62 
206 
64 
126      * 

18 

•       • 

MtMiag. 
1 
0 
0 

s 

0 

•                   • 
.  T#tal, 

.    89 

476 

•  "I 

"Third  Brigade. 
tth  North  Carolina, 
4th  Alaharih, 
lUfa  l^issiseippi, 
Second  Missisiippi, 

Killed. 

5        ' 

22 

IS 

21 

Wounded. 
47  , 
108  • 
142 

.  ■.     79 

Missing. 

•        0 

8 

.   3 

0 

Total,  66  S76  .    ^     .5 

Grand  aggregate,  1,016. 

So  closed  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  the  troops  sleepmg  on  their 
ftrtns  in  the  position  so  hardljnron. 

Therbatlle  6f  M#rern  Hill,  as  far  as  my  division  was  eonce)rned, 
will  require  a  separate  report. 

Very  respectfully,     *' 

.    W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
^   *  Brigadier  Oeneral. 
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(5ENBBAL   WHl^riNG'S   REPORT   OF    tflE    5BATTLE    OF 
MALVERN  HILL.         .         "  • 

Headquakters  First  Ditision,  Fjrat  Ctars,  >    ^ 
•  Jvly,  186«.      \ 

Colonel  B.  H.  CmLTON, 

AsnskuU  SLdjuiqnt  General ; 

Colonel  :  I  continoed  my  report  from  Friday  evening,  20th  altiniQw 
On  Sftt«rd&7  morning,  the  division  marched  back  across  the  ravine  to 
renew  its  sopplj  of  ammunition,  and  get  something  to  eat.    We  shortly 

'received  orders  to  march,  and  to  follow  the  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral -HHL  After  marching  half  a  mile  we  halted,  the  troops  in  front 
being  tit 'ft  halt,  and  fi.o  remained  under  arms  all  day,  being  ordered 
into  bivouac  where  we  were  at  night.  This 'was  at  McGee's  house 
i^nd  farm,  a  position  which  had  been  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  anS 
whence  their  causeway  over  the  Ohickahominy  leads.  The  enemy 
had'  destroyed  the  causeway.  Passed  throngh  their  encampments, 
erosse^  the  York  River  railroad,  and,  marching  by  the  Williamsburg 
road^  we  turned  off  at  the  White  Oak  bridge  forks,  and  Veach^d  the  . 
bridge  ^bout  noon.  Finding  it  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle,  batteries  were  brought  up,  and  a  heavy  fire  opened 

»   Rpon.  hjim,  silencing  his  battery  completely.     Out  fire  was  directed 
by  Major  Whiting,  of  the  staff.  '  # 

Sunday,  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  during  the  day  to  repair 
the  bri4^,  but  the  cmemy  j^eeplng  up  a  distant  and  random  fire  of 
shell  about  the  crossing,  the  men  would  not  work.  During  the  after- 
Roon  the  furious  battle  of  Frazier's  Farm  was  raging  between  the 
enemy  and  the  troops  of  General  Longstreet.  It  could  be  distinctly 
hi^ard,  and  was  scarcely  two  miles  from  us.  Our  delay  at  White  Oak 
was  unfortunate.  V     '  • 

Next  morning,  the  enemy  having  retired,  the  bridge  was  repaired, 
and  the  troops  pasted  my  division  in  the  advance.     Marching  by  the 

road  to  Turkey  briJige,  on road,  We  {presently  fell  in  with  the 

line  of  skinnishers  of  Major  General  Magruder's  troops,  moving  in 
line  of  battle  by  the  Charles  City  road.»*  They  halted  for  us  to  pass — 
the  troops  marching  by  a  flanlc.  The  commanding  General  of  the  corps. 
Major  General  J^ackson,  would  not  aliow1;he  dispositions  to  be  made,  to 
advance  with  skirmishers  deployed  and  in  line,  but  caused  the  troops 
to  press  on,  until  the  heads  of  the  columns  closed  in  the  advance 

guard,  a.  regiment  of.  cavalry,  in   a  thick  wood,  *near  • farm, 

about  eleven.  A..  M.  On*  the  farm  the  enemy  was  found  very  strongly 
posted.^  They  iminediately  opened  with  shell  on  the  woods.;  every 
^portion  ^as  under  their  fire.  The  result.was,  the  cavafry  came  to  the 
right-about,  an4  broke  through  the  long  column  of  tf  oops  which  filled 
the  road,  now  enfiladed  by  the  fire.  Though  suffering  loss,  they 
formed  to  the  right  and  left  with  precision  and  promptness.  To  our 
left  wae  a  very  large  wheat  field,  on  the  farm  (»r  the/<Poindeztora, 
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wfaioh  afforded. a  good  view  of  the  enemy's  position?  an<)"'fair  opporta- 
nities  for.  aruHery.  Batteries  were  ordered  up.  Tlie^coemy's  poBi*> 
tion,  naturally  stron'g,  was  materially  Btren;^thened  by  the  judicious 
difltributioii  of  hid  artillery.  The  first  battery  ordered  into  Poindex- 
tar's  field  found  itsejf  exposed  to  a  vastly  superior  cross-fifc^and  "was 
^oou  compelled  to  retire,  with  loss.  Biilthis'  battery,  better  posted, 
and  better  covered  by  the  ground,  fought  well,  and  continued  tho 
action  until  their,  aramnnition  was  exhausted.  Other  batteri^  were 
ordored  up.  The  position  to^  ba  taken  by  th#  artillerjr  r<^dered  in- 
fantry support  necessary,  and' I  was  directed  by.  (jenera>  Jackson  to 
form  my  hue  with  my  right  on  the  road,  in  the  wood,  advancing  to 
the  edge  in   front   and   holding   that.     This  was  done   by  the  third 

i Law's)  brigade.     The'line,  continued  by  Hood,  extended  across  Poin-. 
lexter'd  field,  the  man  lying  down,  concealed  by  the  wheat  and  the 
roll  of  the  ground.  ' 

I  had  been  strengthened  by  the  third  brigade,  of  Jackson^s  divfeion 
jproper,  under  the  command  of  JJrigadier  General  Hampton.  This 
was  held  in  reserve.  Trimble's  brigade,  of  Ewell's  division,  sup- 
ported my  extreme  left.  This  disposition  I  was  directe*d  to  maintain — 
the  general  attack  of  oiir  forces  being  intended  to  be  made  as  soon* as 
praxjticable,  on  the  extreme  right — the  eneipy's  left.  In  ,tho  mean- 
time, it  became  apparent  from  our  position  that  the  enemy  had  divined 
the  movenHMit.  Their  artillery  fire,  which  had  been  very  severe  upon 
my  batteries  and  troops,  ceased,  and  heavy  columns  were  discovered 
in  movement  for  disposition  on  their  left.  After  some  time,  the  < 
movement  of  baggage  aftd  troops  in  retreat,  by  the  Turkey  bridge 
road,  could* be  plainly  observed.       ^  ' 

Afte^  the  attack  commenced  on  the  right,  my  division,  with,  the  ex-, 
ception  of  two  regiments  on  the  right  of  my  lines,  which  was  Doar 
our  centre,  and  softie  of  the  Texas  skirmishers,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  battle,  except  to  suffer  a  murderous  artillery  fire,  which  they  did 
unflinchingly.  Personally,  assisted  by  my  staff,  I  was  called  upon  to 
direct  the  artillery  fire,  which  I  'continued  to  do  during  the  afternoon. 
Frora*my  jjoint  ut'  vienv,  the  enemy  appeared  to  fight  with  great  «tnb- 
"bornness,  urid  our  attacV  to  have  made  but  little  ii^pression  upon  him. 
He  deplo.ved,  at  oYio  time,  six  batteries  in  front  of  our  centre.  Upon 
opening  in  this*  deployment  with  artillery,  thoy;  together  with  the 
Stationary  batteries  already  )a  position',^and  which  we  had  been  en- 
gaging at  times  during  the^iay,  all  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  Poin- 
dexter's  fcld.  Our  gunners  replied  with  spirit,  bbt  from  want  of 
ammuiiiLion,  the  contest  was  too  uneqfial,  and  I  .cau.'-ed  them  huc- 
ceasively  to  withdraw.  This  cross-fire  was  excessively  severe  upon 
the  supp^atiiig  troops.  TowKrds  night,  lej^rning  that  the  centre  warf 
pressed  harri,  I  received  orders  to  direct  General  Trimble  to  move 
over  from^  tjie  left  to  that  point,  and  commenced  to  close' my  own 
troops  into  the  right,  when,  night  fell,  with  it  the  battle,  which  had 
4raged  with  great  fury,  ceased.'  For  an  hour  aitqr  nrghtfall  the  enemy 
shelled  the  woods  and  Poindexter's  field  with  rapid  and  heavy  firing. 
This  indicated  an.oiber  withdrawal.     My  troops  remained  in  position 
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iM»«c¥er»  dtS  so  hanst  to  mj  eomiB&Bd.  GeMral  Msgruder  hanng 
^rraiftged  his  forces  on  the  left* ordered  that  General  Semmes'  brigade 
^oold  moVe  to  Kershaw's  position,  and  Kershaw  to  advance. 

General  Huger's  forces,  or  a  portion  of  themy  were  seen  at'tbto 
time,  coming  towards  my  right' flank,  they  soon,  however^  retired,  going 
in  the  dir^tion  of  the  Charles  City  road.  Their  parpose  I  did  not  .uo- 
dentand.  This  was  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  General  Kershaw 
now  advanced  his  brigade,  leaving  his  left  on  the  railroad,  supported 
-ky  that  of  General  Semmes.  Kemper's  battery,  as  it  came  down*  the 
Uine  Mile  road,  was  ordered  forward,  supported  by  the  tenth  Georgia^ 
Oolonel  CSmming.  The  brigade  advanced  in  two  lines,  Semmes  re* 
<jeiving  orders  tP  cross  the  Williamsburg  road  with  his  right,  Nc^t 
long  after  passing  the  junction  of  the  Nine  Mile  and  the  William8buq{ 
.soade  the  en^y  opened  fire  from  a  battery  on  our  right,  which  waa 
replied  to  with  such  effect  by  Kemper's  battery  thai  the  enemy* retired 
irithoat  engaging  with  their  infantry.  ^ 

Kershaw,  continuiog  the  mraroh,  rekiving  the  tenth  Georgia  from 
the  support  of  his  battery,  engaged  the  enemy  with  his  whole'force-^ 
'Semmes' brigade  resting  immediately  behind  and  extending  well  to 
the  right.  Kemper's  battei*y  taking  ^position  on  the  ri^h;:  of  the 
Williamsburg  road,  upon  elevated  gro\]tndi  opened  fire  irith  cxtrabrdt* 
nary  rapidity  and  groat'  effect.  Finding  that  Kershaw's  right  was 
being  out^nked  by  the  enemy,  I  ordered  in  two  regiments  from 
fiemsaes*  brigade,  ftnd  afterwards  the  whole  vremaining.  force,  whit;h 
.  leffectaally  prevented  the. design.  Uur  troops,  a,|id  those  of  the  enemy, 
irere  in  very  close  proximity,  so  much  80,1that  at  one  time  the  order 
war  given,  by  some,  commanders,  1%  cease  filing,  they  being  fearful 
that  we  were  engaged  with  our  own  men.  One  of  the  enemy  attempted 
to  seize  the  flag  of  the  tenth  Georgia,  but  was  immediattily  knocked 
,  d^wn  and  kilied.  Jr'ome  one  hundred  of  the  command  we»e  thrown 
into  momentary  confusion,  and  were  retiring,  but, with  theassistanoe 
of  by  staff,  they  were  immediately  rallied*,  and  returned  to  their  coaa* 
panics. '  « 

As  all  .of  my  force  was  now  engaged,  I  sent  to  General  4fagruder 
for  reinforcements.  I  did  so  because  I  wished  for  a  reserve,  prinoipallj 
to  provide  against  contingencies.'  He  sent  me  the  thirteetith  Missis* 
aippi,  which  was  posted  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle,  lon  the  right  of 
the  Williamsburg  road.  It  was  not  brought  into  action  Wh6if  all 
myHsommand  were  engaged,  I  had  ordered  a  batK^y  to  the  right^  in  a 
eommanding  position,  to  open  fire  if  it  could  be  done  without  injuring 
elur  trcope,  and  to  give  asdistanoe  in  case  of  disaster.  As  night  ad- 
vanced it  became  so  dark,  that  the  firing^oeaeed  on  both  sides.  The 
South  Carolina  brigade  remaining  in  the  position  '■  it  ooc«pied  in  ad- 
Tanee,  and,  Semmes'  brigade  just  in  rear  of  its  line  of  ba'ttle. 

The  engagement  was  .commenced  by  an  exce^ingly  severe  and 
.  iapid  AeUing  from  the  enemy's  batteries  at  five  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  aad 
lasted  until  near  nine — about  three  hours.  -^      " 

The  South  Carolina  brigade  carried  into  action  .fonrteeii  hfimdr^ 
and  mnety-six  (1,496)  men, -and  lo|,t  in  killed^  forty -seven ;  wonaied^ 
•  tmo  bmidred  and  thirty^feiBr^  and  missing,  nine*  Aggrej^wktSaOmin. 
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SeminQfi'  brigades-force  lictwlly  engaged,  teiilh  Geor^a,  fiftik  Loou 
tsiana,  and  tenth  Loaisiana/saven  hntfdred  and  fifty-five  (755)  men-^ 
lost,  in  killed,  eleven;  wounded,  fifty-three.  Aggregate,  sixty- 
four  men.  •         • 

Aggregate  of  both  brigades,  three  hundred  and,  fifty-four  killed^ 
wounded,  and  missing. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  gallantry,  coo},  yet  daring,  cour* 
■ge  and  skill  in  the  management  of  his  gallant  command,  exhibited 
by  "Brigadier  General  Kcrsht:w;  to  the  cool  courage  and  knowledgt» 
of  his  duties,  exhibited  by  General  Semmes.  Major  Mcintosh,  the 
chief  of  mj  staiF,  exhibited  that  self-posQession  under  fire,  and  dis- 
position to  be  under  fire,  so  characteristic  of  his  name,  his  relations 
in  the  old^army  of  the  United  States  and  our  own. 

I  call  attention  to  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  King  ^x^i  Lieutenant 
Tucker,  my  aids-tie- camp;  Major  Goggin,  inspecting,  officer;  Major 
McLa^,  quartermaster,  and  Major  Edwards,  chief  commissary,  who 
were  actively  engaged  in  carrying  out  my  orders,  and  giving  me  in- 
fbrmatfon  as  to  the  movements  of  our  own  and  the  enemy's  forces. 

In  passing  to  the  fronts  our  advance  was  through  the  deserted  pamps 
of  the  enemy,  where  property  of  great  value  had  been  left,  consisting  of 
tents,  arms,  accoutrements  andjammunition,  medical  stores,  and  articlea 
of  private  property  which  had  been  destroyed  in  wasteful  profusion. 

On  passing  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  I  saw,  to  therjght,  a  very 
IkYge  camp,  or  camps,  to  which  reads  had  been  cut^hfough  the  woods, 
and  towards  which  krge  bodies  of  men  had  lately  palssed.  I  sent  n 
reconnoitering  party  to  e5cplore  the  groivnds ;  th6y  returned  and  re- 
ported the  place  entirely  desertec^  The  night  and'early  mornipg,  after 
the  battle,  was  passed  in  collecting  and  attending  to  the  wounded,  and 
burying  the  dead. 

Geneml  Magruder  was  near  the  scene  of  action,  and  from  him^ 
during  the  day,  and  &fter  the  engagement,  my  general  instruetjons, 
as  to  the  advance,  was  received. 

Lieutenant  Barry,  of  the ^itillery,  had  been,  for  some  days  pre- 
vious, pkced  in  charge  of  a  thirty-two-pound  rifle  gun,  mounted  on 
a  rail  car,  afid  protected  from  cannon  shot  by  a  sloping  roof  in  front, 
covered  vi^ih  plates  of  iron,  (through  which  a  port-hole  had  been 
pierced,)  and  frcm  rifle  skot.jon  the*  sides  by  thick  walls  of  wood,  lined 
with  iron.  His  battery  moved  down  the  road,  keeping  pace  with  Iho 
advance  of  the  trcTops,  and,  by  his  fire,  annoying  thp  enemy  whenever 
the  range  would  allow.  His  enthusiasm  at  the  decided  success  of  the 
experiment,  and  in  pushing  through  obstructions,  deserves  all  praise. 

For  the  details  of  the  battle,  and  the  many  deserving  instances  of 
individual  merit,  I  respectfaily  call  your  attention  to  the  accompany* 
ing  reports^of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  and.  to  Captain 
Kemper's  report  t)f  his  operations.  It  is  but  proper  to  remark  upon 
the  dashing  matiner  in«  which  Captain  (now  Major)  Kemper  feaght 
His  battery.  It  ^as  cheering  to  the  whole  command  to  see  and  hear 
his  very  rapid  firing.  • 

The  morning  following  the  engagement  of  the  29th',  the  troppa 
were  ordered  to  be  in  ceadi^esa  to  move  forward,  and  had  coounf need 
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•  •  • 

ihe  inorementy  irhen  other  orders  wer^  received,  to  cross  over  to  the 
barbytown  road,  my  command  leading.     Some  confusion  occurred, 
owing  to   the  vant  of   gaides,  which  being  corrected,  the  column 
moved 'on  and  reached  the  neighborhood  of   "  Timberlake's  store*' 
about  one  o'clock,  P.  M.     It  was  there  delayed  by  the  rear  of  Gen- 
eral A,    P.    Hill's   division   blocking   the   road.     While  resting  at 
**  Timberlake's  store,"  an  order  was  given  to  move  to  "New*  Market.**" 
General  Semmes  was  sent  with  his  brigade  by  the  main  road,  protdct- 
iog  the  artillery,  and  I  irent  with  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  across 
the  couBtr^f ,  by    a  road  which*-  was  reported   as  impracticable  for 
Fagons  and  artillery,-  and  arri^d  at  Warren's  hill  about  six  o'clock; 
P.  M.     While  waiting  there  the  arrival  of  General   Semmes'  brigade 
ai}d  directions  as  to  encampments,  another  order  was  given,  through 
Colonel  Carey,  to  march  my  command  down  the  river  road  to  a  posi- 
tion he 'wonld. point  oat,  said  to  be   a   place  designatfd  by  Colonel 
Chilton.     On  the  way  down  I  met  General  Wise,  cvho  contenddS  there 
must  be  some  mistake  abonM;he  place,  as  the'  one  spokea  of  by  Colo- 
nel Carey  was  entirely  exposed  to  the  gunboats.    While  this  discussion 
lus  going  qn,  another  officer  from  General  Magruder  rode  up  and 
eoated  it  was  the  General's  orders  to  move  down  the  Long  Bridge- 
road,  -which  was  done.     General  Semmes'  brigade  had  never  reached 
New  Market  with  the  artillery,  bat  had  been   diverted  and  placed  in 
the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  Long  Bridge  load.     My  command  had 
been  marching  all  day,  and  General  Magruder  allowed  me  to  halt  it 
on  reaching  him,  which  was  one  mile  down  the  Long  Bridge  road. 
At  that  time  it  was  nearly  dark.     Gcnelral  SSemmes  came  up  and  re- 
ported that  a  portion  of  his  command,  and  all'  but  one  of  hi^  staflE^  . 
had  been  separated  from  him  in  the  thick  woods  where  he  had  been 
posted.    .  We  remained  in  the  road  several  hours,  waiting  until  Jones* 
ill  vision  and  Cobbs'  had  passed.     We  then  moved  on,  receiving  orders- 
that  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  General  Magruder's  staff,  would  post  the- 
brigades.   •  About  two  o'clock,  arrived  near  the  battle-field  of  the  day 
before,  and,  after  examining  the  groqnd  as  well  as  could  be  done  in 
the  dark,  I  posted  General  Kershawltj  brigade  on  the  right  of  the 
r^ad,  holding  General  Semmes'  m  reserve  along' the  road.     My-  com- 
mand was  completely  exhausted,  not  having  had  anything  to  eat ;  had 
been  heavily  engaged  the  evening  previous;  had  passed   the   night 
and  early  morning  in  attending  to  the  wonndcl,  and  collecting  and 
burying  the  dead,  and  hd<]Kbeen  on  the  march  for  about  twenty  hoarSi 
After  resting  but  an  hour  Or  two,  the  lines  were  formed  ^nd  moved  to 
the  front,  on  the  right  of  the  rojd.     After  going  but  a  short  distance 
beyond  the  Willis *church,  on  the  Quaker  road,  ^n  order  was  given  to 
recall  th^  command,   and,  as  I  onderstood  it.  General  Magrud^'s 
forces  were  to  join  on  to'  the  right  of  General  Jackson's,  which  was 
at  the  time  'skirmishing  with  the  enemy  to  our  right.     General  Ma- 
grader  directed  me  to  bring  np^  the  rear,  which  I  did,  marching 
behind  General  Magruder's  division.     Arriving  at  the  road,  in   front 
of  Carter's  field,  GenerA  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  move  by  the  left 
flank  and  join  my -ifiioramand,  to  the  right  of  General  Jackson's,  going 
dowa  a  road,  which  imssed  aronnd  Carter^s  field,  to  the  battle  groand^. 
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■ 
(Crew's  &rm,)  direetkig  me  ftrat  to  recoiittoitre  (be  gpouii^.     Oa 
going  down  the  road,  I  found  the  positioB  I  was  to  oocapy  held  by 
hrigades  of  General  Hugerl     I  informed  General  Longatreet  of  the 
fact,  and  he  directed  me  to  remain  where  I  was  for  the  present. 

Arrangements*  being  made  to  open  fire  with  our  batteries  in  front, 
I  was  directed  to  place  my  command  out  of  the  .line  of  tb^  fire, 
which  would  be  returned  bj  the  enemy  in  response  .to  our  batteries. 
General  Magruder  shortly  afterwards  came  back  with  the  head  of  bis 
column  and,  passing  by  Garter's  house,  went  into  the  woods  beyond. 
My  command  was  ordered  to  positions  to  the  rightandlef^oC  Carter's 
house  about  half-past  four  o'clock,  P.^f.     About  six  o'clock,  P.  M., 
they  were  ordered  to  the  front,  advancing  one  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  field  and  the  other  on  the  left,  separated  four  or  five  hundred 
yards *and  entirely  out  of  sight  of  each  other.     Xhey  were  carrieil  to 
the  point  fromawhich  they  were  to  advance  by  a  staff  officer  of  Gene- 
ral Mt^ruder,  and  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  assisted  as  much 
as  possible  a(ter  -their  arrival  by  '  Major   MTcIntosh,  of  my  staff,  ia 
taking  position.    3rigadier  General  Semmes,  advancing  on  the  right, 
owing  to  various  causes^  vis  :  the  thickness  of  the  woods,  or  misoon- 
eeption'  of  orders,  and  the  fatigue  his  command  had  undergone, 
carried  into  action  but  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men.     The  dead 
of  his  command,  however,  found  in  advance,  evidenced  the  gallantry 
6f  those  few.     His  loss  yM :  killed,  seventeen ;  wounded,  fifty-six ; 
missing,  sixty- three ;  aggregate,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six.     Gen- 
eral Kershaw,  going  forward  on  the  ^left,'lo8t  in  killed,  twenty-two; 
wtounded,  one  hundred  and  thirteen ;  missing,  twenty*nine  ;  aggre- 
.  gate,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four ;  carried  into  action,  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-sis  men 

The  fatigue  of  the  two  previous  days,  and  want  of  sleep  and  food, 
eaused  the  diminution  of  forces.     Many  men,  having  fallen  out,  wer» 
left  behind  on  the  march  of  the  day  and  night  previous.     There  were 
many  stragglers  from  the  various  forces  on  the  field,  which  were  col- 
lected  near  Carter's  house  and  sent  back  to*join  their  regiments  from 
time  to  time,  and  as  the  battIo^ceased>,  returned  to  the  last  camps  of 
their  regiments.     For  the  minute  particulars  of » the  fight,  and  the 
eases  of  individual  merit  in  the  regimeifts,  the  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral is  called  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental   . 
commanders.     Major  Mcintosh  was  again  conspicuous  fon  bis  gal- 
lantry,  having  his  horse  shot  under  him.    «And  my  thanks  are  due  te 
all  the  mea4»ers  of  my  staff,  who  rendered  all  possible  assistance  in 
preventiqg  confusion,  rallying  the  men  and  reforming  the  stragglers. 

The  following  named  officers  and  non-commissidbed  officers  of  .the 
regin^nta  engaged,  are  noticed  by  their  several  commanders  for.goo^ 
conduct  in  the  several  eng^ements : 

Keesuaw's  BaioAnB. 

General  Kershaw  menti<ms  Coldnel  Heniftgaa,  eighth  South  Ca^ 
-elina  regiihent;  Colonel  Kennedy,  second  iSaulli  Carolina;  LieUf- 
tenant  Celanel  Ot>odwyn>  iioaaded>  aeeend  Soetli  OaroliBaiMsjor 
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ChiiBttfd^  SMoad  8osi9i  Oardina;  OoloMl^Nairaei  tbird  Sa»kh  Caro- 
lina ;  Major  Ratherfbrd,  third  South  Oarolina  r  Colonel  Aiken, 
ieventh  Sonth  Carolina ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bland,  .  wonnded, 
seventh- Soath  Carolina ;  Captain  Kempv»«Kemjper'9  battery;  Ser«» 
gean^Hariey^o^or-bearer  second  South  Carolina ;  Corporal  Blakely, 
third  Sonth  Carolina.  Staff— Captain  C.  B.  Holmes,  A.  A.  G. ; 
Lictttenant  A.  fi>  Dobr,  A.  D.  0. ;  Lieatenant  W.  M.  Dwight,  A.  A. 
I.  G:  rMr.  J.  A.  Myers,  A.  A.  D.  C. 

Cdonel  Hennegan,  eighth  Sa«th  Caroling  mentions  Major  McLeod. 

Colonel  Hance,  third  Sonth  Carolina,  mentions  Captain  D.  M.  S. 
Langston,  wonnded,  and  Lient^ant  IL  C.  Johnson,  third  Alabama, 
acting  voluntarily. 

Colonel  Aiken,  seventh  South  Carolina,  mentions  Adjutant  Childs 
and  Sergeant  Major  Stall  worth. 

Semmes'  Brigade*  # 

General  Semmes  mentions  Colonel  Cnmming,  t#nth  Georgia,  and 
Captain  Holt;  Colonel  Bunt,  fifth  Louisiana;  Colonel  August, 
^teenth  Virginia,  wounded ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggerman,  tenth 
liouisiana,  wounded.  '  Lieutenant  Benning,  Georgia  regulars,  reported 
to  General  Semmes  on  the- field.  Staff— Captain  Clemens,  A.  A.  G.; 
Captain  Briggs,  A.  D.  C,  wounded;  liieu tenants  Cody  and  Bedd, 
volunteer  aids-de-camp.      ^ 

The  enemy  left  something  over  five- hundred  dead  on  the  field — five 
hundred  and  twenty,  as  reported  by  an  officer  left  to  bury  our  dead. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  arms  taken  at  Shirley  by 
Colonel  Nance,  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment.*  The  notice  of 
their  being  at  that  place  wa#given  me  by  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill. 
Hundreds  of  muskets  were  collected  by  ^he  different  brigades,  and  b^ 
my  quartermaster  and  ordnance  officer,  of  which  no  account  was  made. 

Very  respectfully,  . 

T^  McLAWS,  Major  General. 


I  snbmit  herewith — 

if  General  J.  B.  KersSaw's  report  of  the  operations  of  his  brigade 
from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  1st  day  of  Julf ,  inclurive. 

2.  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  eighth  South  Carolina  regiment 
from  the  SSth  Juile  to  the  2nd  9uly,  inclusive. 

S.  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  second  regiment  South  Carolina 
Tolunteers  in  the  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill.     ^ 

4.  Report  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  in  th»  engage- 
ment of  the  29th,June. 

5-6.  Report  of  the  operatfons  of  the  third  South  Carolina  re|;iment 
•<m  the  29th  instant.      /  • 

7.'  Repoirt  of  Captain  Kemper  of  the  operations  of  his  batteries  on 
ihe  29  th  ultimo.  • 
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8.  Repart  of  the  Boventh*  oouth  Carolina  regiment  from  tJi^  tStii 
to  the  S9th  July,  inclnsiTO         .  • 

9.  Report  of  the  .seventh  South  Carolina  in  their  engagement  of 
the  5th  instant..  •   . 

10.  Report  of  the  third  Soath  Carolina  regiment  of  the  operations 
on  the  1st  July. 

11.  Report  of  Colonel  Nanoe  concerning  arms  ctptared  at  &iir- 
ley-^nine  hundred  and  iwenty-fire  muskets. 

12.  Report  of  Brigadie/  General  Semmes  of  the  operations  of  his 
command  at  Savage  Staj;ion,  29th  June,  1862.  •# 

IS.  Report  of  Brigadier*  General  Semmes  of  the  engagement  on 
the  1st  July,  at  Crew's  farm.  .  • 

Respectfully, 

,  T.  McLAWS,  Major   Gmeral. 
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BRIGADIER  QENERAL  D.  R.  J^JSKS'  REPORT   OF  DIVIS- 
K)K  UNDER  HIS  COMMAND. 


Hkadqi-'.rthjs  I).  R.  JosFs'  Division,  > 
Jv(y  t^tk;  1862.  S 


To  Captain  A.  G.  Dickinson, 

A.  A.  General: 

Sir:  .  PSranant  to  iDstructions,  I  have  the*  honor  to  make  the 
foHowicg  report  of  the  raovemeDts  and  enga^cinents  of  the  diviaioa 
vader  niy  command,  from  the  morning  of  the  27ih  of  Jane  to  the 
terminatioB  of  the  [si  of  Juiy : 

On  the  morning  of  the  2.7th  ultimo,  the*  third  brigade,-  Colonel  O, 
T.  Anderson  cocimanding,  ocou^ied  the  works  aroand  Mrs.  Price's 
bouse.  The  first  brigade,  Brigiidier  General  Toorabs  commanding, 
vaa  aCmtioned  in  rear  and  east  of  Mr.  James  Garnott's  house.  These 
positions  hare  been  hehl  continuously  since  the  3/d  or  4th  of  Juno« 
and  that  around  MrR.  .Price's  house  strongly  fortifiedby  my  command, 
under  a  daily  harassing  fire  from  the  enemy's-battcriea. 

Barly  on  the  27th  ultimo,  it  was  observed  that  the  enemy^  had 
flushed  his  picket  line  iDto  the  wheat  field  in  front  of  Mr.  James 
Oamett's  house,  and  was  constructing  a  line  of  riH^pits,  extending 
from  tfafe  old  chidanies  towards  tha  gate-posts,  in  the  further  corner  of 
the  field.  On  his  right  he  had  a. strong  line  of  pickets  thrown  out  a 
few  yards  in  advance  of  his  regi men ns  drawn  up  in  liiie  of  battle  imme- 
diately  in  front  of  General  Toomba*  right  regiment,  then  posted  in  a 
ravine  east  of  the  Garnett  house.  The  mCture  of  the  position  brought 
the  opposing  lines  in  such  close  contiguify  that. neither  Ci>ald  advance 
Iheir  "pickets  more  than  a  few  yards  from  the  miin  body.  BofhpoBi- 
tions  were  strong  for  defence,  but  an  advance  from  either  was  hazard- 
ons  in  the  extreme.  The  disposition  of  the  enemy,  as  above  indicaXed,^ 
vaa  made  known  to  Major  General  Magruder,  who  directed  me  in  the 
fcrenoon  to  send  two  twelve-pound  howitzers,  of  Brown's  battery, 
wifh  a  pegimeot  of  Anderson's  brigade,  as  a  support,  to  the  overseer's 
boose,  equi-distant  from  Doctor  and  Mr.  Jamed  Garnett"?,  and 
to  aend  two  other  regiments  of  the  same  brigade,  as  a  support  to  two. 
liowitzers,  which  he  had  instructed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Leo,  Chief  of 
Artillery,  to  post  on  the  left  of  the  Nine-mile  road.  This  being  done, 
the  artillery  was  ordered  to  open  upon  the  enemy  wherever  seen.  His 
working  partiej  were  driven  in  #nd  his  supporting  troops  reared  from 
view.  The  enemy  opf^ned  a  terrible  artillery  firo  froinJiis  batteries 
en  the  right  of  the  Golding  hous6.  '  The  rest  of  Bro«yn*s  battery, 
(two  smooth-bore  si.x-pounders,)  ^nd  Line's  battery,  of  six  guns,  wore 
tent  to  Brown's  assistance,  and  the  firo  was  kept  up  vigorously  (of 
about  twenty  minute^  longer,  when  the  pieces  were  withdrawn. by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  agreeably  to  instructions.  In  the  afternoon, 
from  the  top  of  Mrs.  Price's,  I  saw  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  great 
fMTce,  across  the  Chickahorainy,^ ready  to  meet  the  steadily  advancing 
lilies  of  General  Loagstreet's  command.     So  soon  as  the  engagement. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC* 


168 

• 

kegai),  I  directed  Oaptain  l)abn67  to  open  with  bis  heavy  battery  dT 
CBO  thirty^two-poonder  Parr ott .gun,  kfiOTvn  as  "Long  Tom;"  and 
one  cighteen-pounder  rifled  gHn,  upon  the  enemy'lleft  flaqk.  Not- 
withstanding the  neceesity  pf  indicating  the  direction  and  range 
from  the  housetop,  thie 'fire  i^as  ^continued  with  the  happiest  effect 
until  nightfall.  It  has  since  been  reported  to  me  that  an  officer  cap- 
tured from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  stated  that  the  fire  from  thes^ 
guns  was  most  disastrous.  Early  in  the  afternoon;  Major  Gen.  Magru- 
cer  notified  me  of  his  intention  to  feel  the  enemy  along  his  entire 
front  and  directed  me  to  isa.ue  the  necessary  orders  to  m3^commaild. 
Near  sunset  he  further  directed  roe  fo  send  another  regiment  of  Aii^ 
dersott's  brigade  to  support  *the  two  guns  placed  in  position  in  tke 
forenoon,  on  the  left  of  the  Minemile  road.  The^fire^on  my  right  was 
to  be  the  signal  for  commencing  the  demonstration. '  This  order  was 
communicated  to- Colonel  Anderson  ronbally,  but  the  pickets  of  Gen- 
.eral  ToQtnbs  being  in  the- immediate  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  and  be*, 
lieving  a  serious  engagement  with  his  brigade  would  be  the  result  of 
this  .movement,  I  deemed  it.  best  to  issue  to  him  the  following  order 
^n  writing,  first  submitting  it  to  General  Magruder,  who  approved  il ; 

"The  divisions,  to  your  right  have  beea  ordered  by  General  Magr«- 
4er  to  feci  the  enemy  in  their  front  witb  strong  pickets,  and  to  follow 
up,  to  the- utmost,  any  advantage  which  may  offer  or  success  whioli 
may  ensue.  You  are  ordered  to  dp  the  same,  takVng  as  your  'Bignsl 
for  advanoe  the  commencement  of  the  movement  on  your  rights" 

Shortly  before  sunset,  Lane's  and  Woolfolk's  batteries  being  stft^ 
tloned  near  and  in'  front  of  the  overseer^s  house,  opened  a  brisk  fire 
on  theenemy  for  some  minutes,  drawing  upm  themselves  so  hedfVy  n 
fire  from  the  ei^my's  well  pI^)tected  batteries,  that  they  wi^re  compelled 
to  withdraw,  not,  however,  until  the  enemy  in  their  camps  hadsufiered 
eeverely,  as  was  afterwards* ascertained.  The  expected  signal — ^firmg 
on  the  right — being  given  shortly  after,  General  Toombs  advanced 
fev^n  companies  of  the  second  Gcorgia'regiment  towards  the  enemy'e 
position;  but  before  these  could  be  deployed,  they  were  met  with  • 
heavy- front  and  flank  fire  from  several  regiments  Unshaken* by  the 
odds  befoxe  them,  these  companies  gallantly  held  theif  ground  aiid 
replie(t  with  vigor.  The  fifteenth  Georgia  regiment,  led  by  theintr^* 
pid,  but  now  lamented,  Mcintosh,  rushed  promptly  to  the  support,  rnmi 
the  fight  was  maintained  with  energy,  until^the  enemy's  advance  W94 
checked  and  driven  back,  and  his  firing  had  entirely  ceased. 

The  two  regimente — ninth  Georgia,.  Colonel  Turnipseed,  and  firel 
,  Georgia  Regulars,  Colonel  Magill — detached  by  General  Magrnder'e 
order,  in  th^  forenoon,  advanced  into  the  woods  on  ihe  left  of  the 
Kine-mile  road,  throwing  out  skrrtnishers,  and  meeting  a  regiment  oT 
the  enemy.  This  gallant  body  of  skirmisheA's  drove  the  eftemy  fram 
his  position  through  his  bivouac,  capturing  knapsacks  and  canteene^ 
fcc,  and  only  halted  when  they  found  themselves  under  th^  direct  fire- 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  beyond  the  support  of  our  lines  on  the- 
f  ight.  They  then  retired  on  the  main  body,  which  retained  its  posi- 
tion under  shelter  of  the  woods,  until  withdrawn  at  midnight  b;f 
General  Magtuder's  order,  Saturday^  June  &^h..  .  ^ 
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GiHiig'to  Geaeml  Mftgrixder's  quarters  and  Btiling  to  see  t>1iii»  'I 
deepatched  Captain  Latrobe,  of  oiy  staff;  to  comtnunicato  with  General 
Lee,  requesting  him  to  assist  in  a  contemplated  attack  on*  the  enemy 
ia  toy  fronty  by  placing  a  battery  of  long-range  gnns,  so  as  to  enfilade 
kis  position  from  ^across  the  Ohickehominy.  •  Convinced,  from  irforraa- 
lion  received^  and  from  a  personal  reeonnoidance,  that  the*  enemy  n^ere 
about  to  evacuate,.  I  directed  fire  of  the  long-range  guns  attached'  to 
'ay  command,  to  open  fire  from  the  New  Bridge  road,  on  the  enemy, 
forUied  at  and  near  Golding's  house.  General  Toombs  being  in  .ad« 
yanea»  I  cMreoted  him  to  take  advantage  of  any  positive  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  by  the  occupation,  with  his  left  flank,  of  the  redoubt  at  Hold^ 
ing's,  op'ening  therefrom  upon  the  retreating  foe.  Having  ordered 
Brown's  and  Moody's  batteries  into  position  near  the  overseer's  house, 
snd  made  the  neeessary  dispositions  of  my  command,  I  went  to  the 
batteries  on  the  road  to  direct  their  fire  and  watch  its  effect; 

Obaerviag  that  the  &emy  retreated  in  disorder  from  onir  4re,  I 
despatched  Captain  Thurston,  of  my  staff,  to  notify  General  Toombs 
of  this  fact,  and  to  order. Brown's  and  Moody^s  batteries  to  open  upon 
the  enemy's  line  to  his-  (Toombs')  right,  and  went  myself  to  comm'il* 
nicate  with  General  Magruder.  On*my  way  to  whom.  Captain  Thurs- 
Urn  reported  to  me,  that,  upon  delivering  my  mepsa<re  to  General 
Toombs,  he  had  been  sent  Jby  him  to  order  Colonel  Awierson  to  ad* 
▼ance  to  the  attack,  relying  -upon  him  (Topmba)  for  support ;  that 
Colonel  Anderson  had  at  once  ordered  forward  the. seventh  aod  eighth 
Georgia  regiments.  Upon  hearing  this,  and  meeting' General  Magra* 
der,  i  reported  ix  to  him,  who,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Gene* 
ral  ImSo,  jast  reoeived  through  Captain  Latrobe,  directed  me  to  coun-* 
termand  the  movement  at  onoe.  I  d<Apatched  Captiiin  Ford,  of  my 
ataff,  with  this  order »'  but  not  in  time  to  stop  the  engagement,  which 
kad  already  begun. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  regiments,  with  that  impetuous  valor  ex- 
kibited  on  otbe^r  fields,  advanced  rapidly  on  the  enemy  facing  a*  hsAl 
•f  grape,  oaanister  and  musketry,  and  drifing  him  from  his  entrench* 
menta^to  the  edge  of  the  ''Labor-in- vain"  swamp.  Just  then,  as  Gen* 
sral  .Toombs  had  ordered  his  regiments  to  advance  in  support,  the 
order  of  recall  was  received,  and  the  seventh  and  eighth  were  with* 
drawn  with  much  loss ;  leaving  the  chivalrous  Lamar  dangeroiisljr 
woaaded  cm  the  field,     ^ee  Anderson's  report.) 

*  Sunday,  June  Sdth,  obedient  to  orders  from  Goneral  Magruder,.! 
advanced  across  the  Labor-in-v^in  swamp*. through  the  camps  ktely 
oceopied  by  the  eneraiy,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Fair  Oaks  Station. 
Discovering  there  that  the. onemy's  pickets. were  a  short  distance  in 
front,  I  directed  Colonel  Anderson  to  advance  the  first  Georgia*  regu* 
lars,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  putting  the  remainder  of  his  commanjl 
in  line  of  battle,  instructing  General  Toombs  to  form  his  line  on  the 
left,  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson,  and  so  placing  the  two  brigades*  in 
echelon  Meanwhiletthc  first  Georgia  regulars  hairing  advanced  about 
.four  hundred  yards,  came  upon  the  enemy's  picket  line,  and  drove  it 
back  to  the  main  body  of  his  rear  guard,  which*  was  in  position,  with 
soveial  pi^»«B  of  artillery,  in  a  fieUl  beyond.     Finding  ^y  commanx> 
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in  adVanco  of  General  Magrader'sdividon,  which  was  to  mbvB  on  my 
'  right,  and  without  support  ontny  loft,  General  Jackson  not  having 
crossed  the  Ghickahominj,  I  halted  my  command,  and  directed  Harl's 
battery,  attached  to  Anderson's  brigade,  and  Moody's  battery,  attached 
to  Toombs'  brigade,  to  reply  to  the  firo  off  the  enemy  •  My  skiriftisbers 
oieitn\fhiIe  keeping  up  a  brisk  exchange  of  fire.  This  was  oontintted 
©nfil  he  withdrew.  /    . 

On  notifii:ation  from  General  Magruder,  I  advanced   until  my  left* 
had  passed  Mickly's  farm,  arid  my  right  had  come  in   view  of  tho 
ex^emy  at  Savage  Station,    when   Colonel    Anderson,   by   my  order, 
opened  witK  his  artillery,  to  wit :  two  pieces  of  Hart's  battery^  Com- 
pelling the  retreat  out  of  view  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  # 

Th'e  engagement  beginning  on  the  right,  about  this  time,  I  caused 
Colonel  Anderson  to  change  front  to  the  right,  so  as  to  tak^  the  enemy 
in  flank  and  rear,  should  he  advance  on  General  Cobb's  position. 
Ecarcely  had  this  disposition  been  made,  when  orders  were  reechoed 
from  General  Magruder^  through  Lieutenant  Buyan,  a  member  of  nia 
staff,  to  fall  back  to  the«railroad  bridge  with  my  whole  command,  to 
support  the  right  of  *hi8  lino.  Two  guideef  were  sent  at  the  same  time 
to  conduct  me'to  the  position  designated.  This  order  I  obeyed,  but 
failing  to  6nd  General  Magruder,  my  men  were  bivouacked  ne^r  the 
road  in  a  drenching  rain)  about  tea  o'ciock»  P.  M. 

•  I  cannot  close  my  report  of  this  days'-  operations  without  express* 
ing  my  very  great  gatisfaction  with  the  admirable  manner  with  which 
the  first  Georgia'regulars  acquitted  itself  of  the  ardaon^  duties  assigned 
it.  Deployed  in*full,  as  skirmishers,  nearly  the  whole  day,  in  advance  - 
of  the  entire  division,  it  preserved  its  alignments  through  woods  and 
over  evory  obstA;le,  and  when  i*!  immediate  conflict  with  the  enemy, 
behaved  with  a  steadiness^  and  coolness*  which  exhibited  the  excellency 
of  its  discipline,  the  efficiency  of  its  ofBceTs,  and  the  courage  of 'the 
men  composing  it.  . 

Monday,  June  30th,  at  eFght  o'clock,' A.  M.,  according  to  orders,  I 
marched  with  my  command  to  General  Longstreet's  position,  beyond 
New  Market,  on  the  Darby  town  road,  a  march  of  over  eighteen*  hourg 
duration,  reaching  and  occupying  the  field  of  Monday's  battles  with 
my  exhausted  troops,  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  Tuea- 
day,  July  first. 

About' seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  by  direction  of  General  Magrudei%  my 
comraand,  in  conjunction  with  other  troops,  advanced  as  far  as  the 
Willis  church  road,  where  many  pris^^ners  were  captured.  In  obe. 
dience  to  orders,  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  my  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  this  position,  marched  back  on  the  Darbytown  road  some*  three 
or  four  mlies,  countc.r -Marched,  and  finally  halted  some  two  miles  ia 
rear  bf-  the  position  occupied  in  the  morning.  Between  two  and  three 
o'clock, -P.  M;,  under  orders  from  Major  General  Longstreet,  Colonel 
Anderson's  brigade  was  placed  in  position  on  .the  right  of  the  road 
leading,  to  Crews*  farm,  and  immediately  in  reai»of  the  position  occa* 
pied  by  General  Cobb.  General  Toombs  was  station^  to  tho  right, 
and  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson.  In  an  hour  or  two,  under  orders  from 
General  Magruder,  sent  t&rougti  Captain  Coward,  of  my'6iatf»  Coronel 
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AndMrMn  was  adranced  to  ike  positlbii  of  General  Gobb,  ifho  bad  jttfll 
gone  to  the  sapport  of  General  ArmiBtead-^General  Toomha  ocoa* 
p}  ing  Colonel  Anderson's  position.  Hardiy  was  this  change  made, 
-when  Anderson  was  ordered  by  Genercl  Magrnder  to  the*,  support  of 
General  Cobb.  Having  no  in str notions  to  the  contrary,  Colonel  An* 
derson  advanced  upon  the  front  occupied  by  General  Cobb  over  broken 
ground,  and  into  a  dense  swamp.  Under  orders  from  (General  Magra- 
der  and  direction  ef  Captain  Coward,  the  brigade  changed  front  to- the 
'left,  and  advanced  in  line-of- battle  through  the  swamp,  followed  closely 
by  that  of  General  Soombs,  who  too<  position  upon,  his  (Anderson's) 
left, ^and,  under  repeated  orders  from  General .  Magruder,  both  bri- 
^des  were  harried  through  the  swamp,  the  difficulties  of  which,  or 
the  fearful' fire  of  the  enemy,  cannot  be  exaggerated.  Owing  to  less 
,  distance.  General  Toombs  reached  the  plateau  first,  and  advanced 
directl^towards  the  enemy's  batteries  in'opon  view,  some  six  or  seven 
hundred  yards  ahead,  and'-slightly  to  *the  left.  To  that  point'cyery 
thing  tended,  my  own'commandf  as  well  as  others  already  on  the  field, 
soon  bringing  the  different  troops  in  contact ;  and,  under  the  terrific  fire 
of  the  enemy,  partial  conf asion  ensued,  to  avoid  which,  and  erroneously 
thinking  I  had  so  ordered  it,  Toombs'  brigade  obliqued  to  the  left, 
eroasod  the  road,  getting  out  of  my  control.  These  movements  bad 
been  made  under  a  murderous  fire;  which  these  brave  troops  endured 
without  the  opportunity  of  return fhg  a  shot.  For  the  further  move- 
ments of  this  brigade  I  have  to  refer  you  to  the  r-eport  of  General 
Toombs  herewith  enclosed.  Colonel  Anderson  coming  up  in  line 
with^  and  to  the  right  of,  General  Toombs,  struck  the  ridge  at  a  point 
where  it  fell  rapidly  away  from  his  front  towards  tho. right,  caQSiAg 
the  two  regiments  on  his  left  to  mount  the  ridge,  VhiJe  the  balance  of 
his  brigade  was  in  the  b<^tom.  To  remedy  this,  and  to  advance  with 
his  whole  command  in  lino,  ho  halted  and  retired  the  two  i^egiments 
*in  advance,  so  as  ts  bring  his  brigade  parallel  with  the  edge  of  the 
plateau.  Before  this  change  of  front  was  completed,  three  of  his 
regiments  mistaking  seme  order  for  that  to  advance,  rushed  forward, 
coming  under  a  deadly  cross  fire  of  artillfery,  and  suffering  severe  loss. 
Night  had  now  closed  in,  and  convinced  that  further  attempts  wAld 
be  unavailing,  this  command  was  kept  under  the  'crest,  in  order  to 
repel  any  advance  of  the  enemy.  Remaining  in  this  position' ^ntil 
about  eleven  o'clock,  and  there  being  no  water  convenieift  to  the  men, 
in  the  absence  of  other  Jnstructions,  I  withdrew  tho  cam^nand  to  the 
position  occupied  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  action. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  ttio  brave 
and  soldierly  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  Es- 
pecially are  my  thanks  due.  for  prompt,  cheerfui  and  efficient  service, 
to  the  members  of  my  staff.,  Captain  Cowtyd,  A.  A.  General,  who  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance  to  me  throughout  and  in  Tuesday^s-  battle, 
most  gallantly  went  into  action  In  lead.  Captain  Latrobo,  A.  A.  and' 
L  General,  Captain  Ford,  aid-de-camp,  and  Captains  Thurstbn  and 
Jones,  vSlunteec  aids,  the  former,  (Captain  Thifrston,)  in  charge  of 
ordnance  trains,  displayed  courage  and  coolness,  Captain  Ford  accom- 
panying   a  portion  of   my  command-  iir  the  charge  on  Tuesday. 
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Lientenftht  .Campbell,  enginieer  officer,  atUehed  to  my  siaff,  Qiifetio* 
lendod  the  eonstraetton  of  the  works  around  Mrs.  Prioe's  hoase,  iras 
inflefatigable  in  the  diseharge  of  his  duties,  aceompanyiiig  Toombs' 
brigade  in  its  eharge  on  Tuesday.  Major  Garrett,  my  ohief  of  artil*. 
leryy-wa^i  most  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  important  duties. 
Captain  DeSaigle,  when  not  necessarily  absent  in  discharge  of  his  datiei 
as  division  quaVtermaster,  was  of  much  service  to  me  as  an  aid. 

Major   Haskell,  division   commissary,  volunteered,   with  Oa)rtaia 
Latrobe,  to  carry  to*Oeneral'  Longstreet,  across  the  Chickahominy,; 
information  of  the  poeition  of  the  enemy,  on  Friday  the  27th  j  remain- 
ing with  that  General^  at  his  suggestion,  he  fell  dangerously  wouikded 
while  heading  a  regiment  to  the  charge.  »  ^ 

Surgeon  Barksdale,  division  surgeon,  for  the  prompt  and  effioieht 
management  of  all  pertaining  to  his  department,  deserves  all  praiae. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  as  follows :'  *        . 

In  itifantry-^killed  IIK);  wounded  697;  totssing  21. 

In  artillery-^killdd  3 ;  wounded  11, 
.    For  a  detailed  list  of  casualties,  I  refer  you  to  the  enoloSiBd  ripest. 
•         I  have  |he  honor  to  be,  Captain, 

.  Tour  obedient  servant, 

D.B.  JONES,. 
'  Brig4Kdier  Gkneral  commanding. 
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BBPORT'OF  GENERAL  A.  •^Z  HILL  OF  BATTLES  AROUND 

RICHMCySD.  •  . 

Ueaoqda&tbrs  Light  Ditision^  March  6,  I86S. 

Brigadier  General.  R.  H.  Chilton,  •     •  ,  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

6eh£rai.  :  I  Bend  yon  my  r^ort  of  the  battles  of  the  Chickahominy, 
with  an  apology  for  ao  long  delayiDg  it.  The  report  of  .General 
Gregg  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  yet,  but  will  have  it  in  a  day  or 
two,  when  I  will  send  it  up. 

*  Respectfully, 

*      •      "         A.  V.UlLLf  Major  General. 


« 


Headquarters  Light  Division,  ).. 
Camp  Gregg,  FebrnAy  28,  1863.      5 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

Gbhcral:  I  have  the  .honor  to  submit  the  following 'report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  light  division  in  the  battles  of  the  Chickabominy  : 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  froqi  the  General  commanding,  on 
Wednesday  night,  the  25th  of  June,  I  concentrated  my  divibion  Dear 
the  Meadow  Bridge,  viz :  the  brigades  of  J.  R.  Anderson,  Gregg, 
Field,  Pender  and  Archer — the  brijgade«of  General  Branch  haviug 
been  directed  to  move  to  the  bridge  some  seven  miles  above,  where 
the  Brooke  turnpike  crosses  th^  Chickahomifiy  ;  the  batteries  of  Brax- 
ton, Andrews,'^Pegram,  Crenshaw,  Mcintosh,  Bachman  and  Johnson, 
with  five  extra  horses  to  each  gun — Johnson's  battery  accompunied 
Branch— in  all,  about  fourteen  thousand  men«  The  bngades  and 
batteries  were  entirely  concealed  from  the  view  of  the«eneLiy,  My 
orders  were,  that  General  Jaokson,  moving  down  from  Ashland,  would 
inform  General  Branch  of  his  near  approach.  As  soon  as  Jackson 
cros^  the  Central  railroad.  Branch  was  to  cross  the  Chickahominy, 
and,  taking  the  river  road,  push  qp  and  clear  the  Meadow  bridge.  Tiiis 
done,  I  was  to  cross  at  Meadow  bridge,  and,  sweeping  down  to  Me- 
ehanieisviUe,  to  open  the  way  for  General  Longstreet.  It  was  expected 
that  General  Jackaon  wquld  be  in  the  position  assigned  him  at  ''  early 
dawn,"  and  all  mj  preparations  were  made  with  a  view  of  moving 
early.  General  Branch  did  not,  however,  receive  intelligence  from 
General  Jackson  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  he  immediately  crossed 
and*  proceeded  to  carry  out  his  instructions.  He  was  delayed  by  the 
enemy's 'skimvisliers,  and  advanced  but  slolvly .  Three  o'clock  having 
trrived,  and  no  inteUigenoe  from  J-ackson  or  Branch,  I  determined  to 
cross  at  enee,  rather  than  hasard  the  failure  ot  the  whole  plan  by 
loagsff 'deferring  i^    General  iE|ehl,  already  selected  for  the  advance, 
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being   in   readiness,  seised  th^ ■  .bridge,  and  the  fortieth  Virginia,^ 
Colonel  Brockenbrottgh,  leading,  ^hij  brigade  passed- ove/,  meeting. 
tut  slight  opposition,  the  enemy  falling  back  to  Mechanicsville.     The 
division  .being  safely  over,  Anderson  and  Archer  followed.     Field, 
•Gregg  and  Pender,  turned  short  to  the  right,  and  moved  through  tl^ 
fields,  to  co-operate  on  the  right,  of  the  firpt  column.  • 

Bcavi^r  Dam  crgek.  curves  around  MechanicsviHe,  the  tigh  bstnks 
being  on  the  north  side,  and  in  possession  of  the  enemy;  This  naturally 
8tiy)ng  line  of  defence  had  been  made  vpry  much  stronger  by  rifle-pita- 
and  earthen  epaulemen  ts  for  guns.  The  enemy  opened  a  concentrated 
fire  of  artillery  on  the  head  of  Field's  column,  who,  throwing  his 
brigade  into  line  of  battle,  with  Pegram  in  the  centre,  steadily  ad- 
vancing, d,rove  Jthe  enemy  from  Mechanicsville.  Anderyn  was 
ordered  to  make  a  flank  movement  to  the  left,  and  take  in  reverse  a 
battery  which  was  spiteful  in  its  activity,' while  Mclnt03h  was  sent 
forward  to  attract  its  attention,  and  keep  it  employed.  Archer  was 
moved  up  to  the  support  of  %ld,  and  formed  in  lineon*his  (Field's)  left, 
with  bis  own  left  rcsting«on  the  turnpike — Braxton  being  sent  to  the 
a^^istance  of  Mcintosh.  Grrcgg  and  Pender  approached  the  village 
in  Kne  of  battle,  o^r  the  hills  and  open  fields,  frqra  the  direetion  of 
the  road.  Field  having  driven  the  enemy  from  the  villa^ro  and  its 
surroundings,  across  Beaver  Dam  creek  to  his  stronghold,  Pender  was 
ordered  to  support  these  brigades  already  engaged,  and  to  take  pil- 
lion on  the  right  of  Field.  This  was  gallantly  dpne,  in  the  face  of  a 
murderous  fire.  Andrews  galloped'  up  to  the  assistance  of  Pegritn, 
The  battle  now  raged  furiously  along  my  whole  line.  The  artillery 
fire  from  the  enemy  was  terrific.  Their  positions  along  Beaver  Dam 
oreek  was  too  strong  to  be  carried  hy  a  direct  attack,  without  heavt 
loss;  and  expecting  every  Aorrcut  to  hear  Jackson's  gufVs  on  my  left, 
and  in  roar  of  the  ^nemy,  I  forbore  to  order  the  storming  of  their 
lines.  Greneral  Branch  "having  come^up,  was  ordered  forward  as  a 
support  to  the  brigades  already  engaged,  and  Johnsoij^s  battery  took 
position  near  .Mcintosh  and  Braxton.  Gregg  was  held  in  reserve 
'near  Mechanicsville.  The  thirty-eighth'  North  Carolina,  Colonel 
Rolce,  and  trho  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Riddick,  6f 
Pender's .  brigade,  made  a  galljint  but  abortive  afte^npt  to  force*  a 
crossing.  Meeting  General  Ripley,  who  had  crossed  his  brigade  aX 
the  Mechanicsville  bridge,  I  requested  him  to  turn  the  enemy's  left 
lower  down  the  creek.  This  was  gaWantly  attempted,  but  failed,  and 
wiJth  heavy  loss.*  Anderson,  with  the  thirty-fifth  Georgia,  -Colonel 
E.  L;  Thomas,  leading,  had- moved  as  heretofore  directed,*  and  en- 
countering the  enemy,  drove  them  back ;  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with 
his  regiment,  crossed  Jhe  creek,  and  gained  an  admirable  position  for 
charging  the  enemy'e  batteries.  The  fourteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant 
Colonel*  Folsome*,  pushed  forward  to  his  support,  but  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Folsome  being  stricken  do^n,  the  regiment,  lost  his  gallant 
leading,  and  but  few  crossed.  Colonel  Thomas  held  his  own  until  the 
battle  closed,  when  he  withdrew,  and  joined  his  bridgade.  oq  the  south 
side  of  the  creek.  The  battle  ceased  about  nine  o'clock,  my. brigade 
reeling  along   the  creek,  the  object^of  this  attnc^,  my  c'^ir???;  t**i» 
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way  for  LoflfgitF^ty  haring  b«en  justly  aoootpfilishecl.     Itirft«  neveih 

eoot^mplated  that  mj  division  alone  shontd  have  sustained  the  sfibck 
of  this  battle^  bat  sueh  was  the  case,  and-  the  only  assistance  received^ 
^was  from  Ripley.  Lieotenanc  Colonel  Johnson,  commanding'  nine- 
teenth Georgia,  and  Major  Bronangh,  Park  battalion »  were  killed, 
and  Colonels  Starke,  Connor,  Hoke,  Thomas,  A.  J.  Lane,  and  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Fohome*  and  Captain  Vandigraff,  commanding  fifth 
Alabama  battalion,  wounded.     . 

Cold  Rarbor.  .    •       , 

The  morning  of  the  27th,  before  dawp,  the  enemy  again  opened  a 
rapid  fire. of  artillery,  it  being  directed  principally  to  the  village  of 
Mechapicsville.  My  division' was  directly  under  arms.  This  ehelling 
having  coBtinued  some "  hour,  or  more,  I  was  directed  by  General  Le« 
to.  take  the  route  to  Gaines'  Mill.  Gregg's  brigai\e  was  put  in  ad- 
vance. It  was  soon  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  his  lines 
along  Beaver  Dam  creek,  two  companies  from  Gregg's, brigade  having 
*  handsomely  dashed  across  and  cleared  the  pits  of  the  few  men  left  as  • 
a  blind.  Th9  evidences  of  precipitate  j-etreat  were  palpable  all  alphg 
the  route.  Arriving* at  the  creek,  upon  which  Gaines*  Mill  is  located, 
half  mile  from  Cold  -Harbor,  the  enemy  were  discovered  upon  tha 
opposite  bank.  Gregg's  brgade  was  at  once  thrown  in  iino  of  battle, 
and  the  skirmishers  directed  ta  effect*a  lodgment.  Andrews'  battery 
was  brought  up,  and  the  woods  opposite  vigorously  shelled.  The 
skirmishers,  rushing  forward,  cleared^tbe  crossing,  and  Oregg  immc- 
diat^ly  filed  his  brigade  across,  forming  line  successively  as  each  regi- 
ment crossed.  His  whole  brigade  being  over,  he  made  the  Jtandsomest' 
charge,  in  line,  I  have  seen  daring  the  war.  The  enemy  were  pressed, 
and  the  General  sent  me  word  that  he  had  brought  the  enemy  to  bay, 
and^hat  they  were  in  ftrce  in.hi4  front,  and  requested  permission  to 
attack.  This,  was  refused,  .however,  and  he  was  directed  to  await 
orders  from  me.  Branch  was  ofdered  up  and  formed  on  Gregg's 
right.  Pender  having  cleared  my  right  flank,  to  which  service  he 
had  been  assigned,  Archer  w^s  sent  to  relieve  hira;  thus  pu{tfng*him, 
(Archer,)  on  mj  extreme  right  Anderson  was  formed  on  Branch's 
right  and  Field  again  on  his  right,  and  connecting  with  .Arc.er. 
Crenshaw  aIui^^ohn8on  were  brought  into  battery  on  the  left,  of- the 
road  and  in  rear  of  Gregg's  line.  I  had  delayed  the  attack  until  I 
could  hear  from  General  LongstrcQt,  and,  this  now.  occurring,,  the 
order  was  given.  This  vas  about  half-past  two,  P.  M.  Gregg,  then 
Branch  and  then  Anderson, .  successively,  became  engaged.  The 
incessant  roar  oi  musketry  and  deep  thundej  of  the  artillery,  told 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  in.  my  front.  Branch  becoming 
hard  pressed,  Pender  was  sent'  to  his  relief.  Field  and  Archer 'were 
also  directed. to  do  their  part  in  this  murderous  contest.  Braxton's 
artillery,  accompanying  Archer,  had  already  opened.  They  were  or- 
dered«to  turn  the  enemy's  left.  Th^e  two  brigades,  under  their  heroic 
leaders,  moving  across  the  open  field  met  the  enemy  behind. an  abattis 
and  strong  cntrenehni^pt  at  the  base  of  a  l>^g  wooded  hill,  the  enemy 
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Mag  ia  ihree  linM  ob  the  fiide  of  AiB  cleeUvilyy  ile  oraet'faUhig  olf 
iat(f  a  plateau  and  this  plateau  studded  with  guns.  My  front -noif 
presented  a  Ourved  line,  its  convexity  towards  the  enemy:  Desperate 
but  unavailing  attempts  "crere  made  to  force  the  enemy's  position.  The' 
fourteenth  South  .  Carolitfa»  Colonel  McGowan,  (having  hurried  up 
from  picl^et  duty  on  the  other  side  of  4;be  Ghickahominy,  and  arriving 
in  the  thick  of  the  fight,)  on  the  extreme .  loft,  made  several  dariI^s 
charges.  The  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  .Mc£lroy»  and 
twenty-second.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray,  at  one  time  carried  the  crest 
o£  the«bill,  and  were  in  the  enem;'^  camp,  but  were  driven  back  by 
overwhelmihg  numbers.  The  thirty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel  Thomas, 
al&o  drove  through  the  enemy's  lines  like  a  wedge,  but  it  was  all  of  no 
avail!  Gregg  and  Branch  fought  with  varying  success^  Gregg  h^viDg 
before  him .  the  "vaunted  Zouaves  and  Sykes'  .regulars.  Pender^s 
brigade  was  sufferring  heavily,  but  stubbornly  held  its  cmn-  Field 
and  Archer  met  a  withering  storm  of  bullets,  but  preseed  on  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's  works,  but  the  stprm  was  too  fierce 
f9r  such  a  handful  of  men.  They  recoiled  and  were  again  pressed  to 
the  charge,  but  with  no  better  success.  These  brave  inen  had  done  all  • 
that  any  brave  soldiers  couU  ^o.  Directing  their  men  t«  lie  down,  the  ' 
fight  was  con^nucd,  and  help  awaited.  From  having  been  the 
•attacking  I  now  became  the  attacked,  but  stiibbornly,  gaHantly  was 
the  ground  h<eld.  My  division  was  thus  engaged  full  two  hours  b^ore 
assistance  was  received.  We  failed  (o  carry  the  enemy's  lines, .but 
we  paved  the  way  for  the  successful  attack  afcerwards,  and  in  whioh 
attacks  it  was  necessary  to  employ  the  whole  of  our  army  that  side 
the  Chickabominy.  About  four  o'clock,  reinforcements  came  up  on 
'  my  right  from  General  Longsireet,  and  later,  Jackson's  men  on  my 
right' and- centre,  and  my  division  was  relieved  of  the  weight  of  itie 
contest.  It  was  then  continued  on  more  equal,  terms,  and  &na.liy  the 
extreme  left  of  the  enemy's  line  was  most  gsllantly  carried  by  llood. 
Abt}ttt  seven  o'clock,  the  General  in-Chief,  in  {>er80.a,  gave  me  aa 
order  to  advance  my  whole  line,  aild  to  communicate  this  order  as  far 
8(9  I  could  to  all  commanders  of  troops.  This  was  done,  and  a  general 
advance  teing  made,  the  enemy  were  swept  from  the  field*  an<l  the 
•  pursuit  only  stopped  by  .nightfall,  and^  the  exbauation  of  our  troops. 
'  The, batteries  of  Crenshaw,  Jt>hnson.  Braxton  and  Pegram  were 
acti'fely  engaged.  tJrenshaw  pretty  well  knocked  to  pieoes.  Pegram, 
with  indomitable  energy  and  eagerness  of  purpose,  though  having 
.  lost  forty-seven  men  and  many  horses  at  Mechaaicsvilte,  had  put  hia 
battery  in  condition  for  this  fig£t  also.  • 

Frazicr's  Farm. 

Sunday,  the  S9th,  having  been  placed  under  the  ordeni  df  Major 
General  Longstreet,!  recrosaedtha  Chiekahominy,  Longstreet'sdivia 
ion  leading.  •  * 

^  On  Monday,  SOth,  arrived  in  about  one  mile  of  the  croea  made  by 
the  Long  Bridge  road  and  the  Quaker  road,  near  Fraaiar'i  iarm.  The 
enemy  were  r^treatipg  ^along  the  Quaker  roa4«    Hyt.  diviaion  was 
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krihtd/tiiyieMlioflpitolt  cstel^shed,  udM^^  cIoMd  «p.  tlie 
division  of  GenerAl  Longjitfeett  now  ootemuidod-bjr  Brigadier  Gon^ral 
R.  H.  AadersoBy  iras  in  line  of  baltle  -eoiiie  three-qiiarteca  of  ft  iiiil« 
in  ft<hr<D06  of  •  mine.  The  staff  officer  of  Qonaral  Langstreet  at  this- 
time  delivered  me  ab  otdtr  to  take  the  eoanttand  on  t&e  field.  I  did 
f0|  and  reporting  *to  GeneraJ-  Anderson  that  such  was  the  case,  we 

*  rode  over  the  ground  and  made  such  diqpasitions  as  were  neoessaty. 
Before  the  battle  opened,  Getferal  Longstreek  retarned  and  resumed 
Hie  command.  *   The  fight  commenced  by  fire  from  the  enemyV  vtil- 
lery,  which  swept  down  thcTroad  and  from  which  his  Excellency  the 
President  narrowly  escaped  accident.     The  battle  had  continued  some« 
little  tiine,   when   1   received  an   order  from   General   Longstreet,  • 
through  Captain  Fairfax,  to  send  a  brigade  t»  the  left  to  the  support  * 
of  Generals  Pryor,  Fe^theirstone,   and   others,     ^neral  Gregg  was 

;det8ched  dn  this  service  and  guided  by  Captain  Fairfax.  The  fire  be- 
. coming  very  heavy,  I  wae  ordered  forward  with  my  division.  .Branches 
Inrigade  took  the  route*  and,,  i^ith  spriagiBg  stepa,  pressed  forward* 
Arriving  upon  opfB  ground,  he  formed  his  line  and  moved  to.  the 
0kipport  of  the  troops  engaged  in  his  front  Field  and  Pender  were 
.eucceBBively  thrown  forward.  Field  pressed  forward  with  sush  ardor 
that  he  passed  far  in  front  «f  my  whole  line.  The  -sixtiech  Virginia, 
Colonel  Starke,  tfnd  fifty-fifth,  Colonel  Mallory,  charged  and  eftptured 
two  batteries  ef  Napoleon  guns,  and  the  sixtieth  crossed  bayonets 
with  the  enemy,   who  obitinately  contested  the  possession  of  these 

funs.'    General  Pender,  moving  up  to  the  support  of  Field,  found  that 
e  had  penetrated  so  far  in  advance  that  tbq  enemy  were  between   , 
himself  and  Field.      A  regiment  of   F^edefals,  moving  acfoss  his 
front  and  exposing  their  flank,  were  scattered  by  a  volley.     Pender 

•  continued  to  move  forward,  driving  off  a  battery  of  rifled  pieces.  The 
fbrty-seventh  Virginia,  Colonel  Mayo,  having  gotten  poasession  of 
ft  battery,  turned  its  guns  on  the  enemy  and  thereby  greatly  assisted 
Gregg,  whawas  hotly  engaged  on  the  left..  To  this  re^^iment  also 
belongs  the  honor  .of  capturing  Major  (General  MjcCall.  The  brigade- 
of  Genaral  Featherstone  having  become  very  much  scattered  and  been 
forced  back^  Colonel  McGowan^  with  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina, 
retrieved  our  ground.  On  bur  eitreme  right  matters  seemed  to  be 
going  badly,     fwo  brigades  of*  Longstreet's  division  had  been  roughly 

-  handled  and  had  fallen  back.  Aroher  was  brought  ^p  and  sent  in,  and, 
in  bis  shirt- sleeves,  leading  his  gallant  brigade,  affairs  were  soon  re* 
stored  in  that  quarter.  About  cbirk  the  enemy  were  pressing  us  hard 
•along  our  whole  line,  and  my  Isst  reserve.  General  J.  R.  Anderson, , 
with  bis  Georgia  brigade,  was  directed  to  advance  cautiously  and  tia 
enKefuf  not  to  fire  on  our  friends.  His  brigade  was  formed  in  line-^ 
two  regiments  on  each  side  of  the  road — %pd,  obeying  my  instruc- 
tions*'to  the  letter,  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy  aJt  seventy  paoes^ 
before* engaging  themv  'Heavy  reinforcements  t6  the  enemy  were 
brought  up  at;  this  time,  and  it  seemed  that  a  tremendous  effort  was 
being  taa^  to  turn  the  fortunes  of  the  battle.  The  volume  of  fire 
that,  approaclung,  rolled  aleng  the  line  was  terrific.  Seeing  same 
'  treops  of  Wikoif  a  brigade  who  hadcaUied^  ^!ilk.lheeaeistenee  of  Lieu* 
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tenart  Chamberlaine  and  other  members  of  my  staffs  they  were.rapiffljr' 
formed,  and  bK&ing  directed  to  cheer  long  and  londly,  moved  again  to 
the  fight.  This  seemed  to  end  the  contest,  for  in  less  than  five  min- 
ntes  all  firing  ceased  and.  the  enemy  retired.  My  brigade  rested  opon 
the  battle-ground  until  relieved  near  dawn  by  ^lajor  Greneral  Magru- 
der.  -   •  . 

The  trophies  of  my  divistoft  this  day  were  fourteen  pieces  of.artil*   • 
lery  and  two  stands  of  colors.. 

The  next  evening  was  fought  the  battle  of  Malvenl  Hill.  Finding 
that  General  Magruder  needed  assistanfte,  I  sent  two  brigades-^ 
Branch's  and  Thomas',  (Anderson's.)  They  were,  however,  not  ac* 
tivel J  engaged.  My  division,  however,  was  placed  in .  line  of  battle 
near  the  scene  of  action  and  under  fire,  but  passive. 

In  this  series  of  Jbattled,  in  which  my  troops  so  well  did  their  part^ 
I  beg  leuvato  remind  the  General-in-Chief  that  three  of  m/  brigades  . 
bad  never  before  been  under  fire.     Two  of  my  batteries,  Pegram'a 
and  Davidson's,  (the  latter  having;  just  been  ordered  up  from  my 
camp,)  were  engaged  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  for  two  hours  each  nobly 
did  their  work,  as  thc^ir  battered  condition  and  many  casualties  sadly 

.    attested.' 

Ati&ong  the  general  and  field  olEoers   killed  and  wounded  d^iring 
these*  battles  are  Colonels  Campbell,  C.  C.Lee;  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Johnson,  Smith,  Green,  Shackelford ;  Majors  Brdnaugh,  Burke,  and 
•McLaughlin,  killed,  and  Brigadier  Genertfis  J.  R.  Anderson  and   ^ 
Pender,  Colonels  W.  J.  Hoke,  Riddick,  Connor,  McGowan,  Gbodner, 

•  Cowan,  A.  J.  Lane,  J.. H.  Lane,  Thomas,  Hardeman,  and  Starke; 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Folsom,  Simmons,  Barber,  Christian,  H.  H. 
Walker,  Howard,  and  Majors  Fite,  Livingstone,  Hickerson,  and  Grice, 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  of  tha  artillery,  daring  the  •* 
a)l>dence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  U.  L.  Walker,  from  sickness,  acted  as 
my  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  with'energy  and  efficiency.  The  gallantry 
of  Lietrtenant  Chamberlaine,  the  adjutant,  was  conspicuotis.  .The  . 
members  of  my  staff — Major  K.  6.  Morgan,  A.  A.  General;  Major 
J.  G.  Field,  A.  Q.  M.  ;  Major«£.  B.  Hill,  Division  Commissary ;  Ma- 
jor J.   M.  Daniel,  Volunteer  A.  D.  •.,  (wounded  severely  at  Cold 

^  Harbor;)  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  serving  on  my  personal  staff; 
my  aides-de-camp,  lieutenants  F.  T.  Hil)  and.  Murray  Taylor,  and 
Captain  Dougtass,  my  chief  engineer  officer — were  all  gallant  and- 
aealoua  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Surgeon  Watson,  Medieal 
Director,  made  efficient  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  wounded. 
ZThe  ambulance  corps  and  drivers  dBserve  especial  mention  for  their  •• 
active  and  untiring  exertions  in  bringing  off  the  wounded.  Especial 
mention  for^conspicnous  gallantry  is  made  of  the  following  officers  :  • 
Colonels  Starke,  MaIlory„McGowan,  Thomas,  Riddick,^  Barnes,  Ham* 
ilton,  Hoke,  J.  H.  Lane,  Cowan  ;  Lieutenant  Colonels  Folsom,  (rray^- 
McElroy,  Simpson,  H.  H.  Walker;  Majors  C.  C.  Cole,  Vandegraff; 

^  Lieutenants  Young,  Norwood,  Crittenden,  Bryan,  Haskell,  ShotweU, 
thirty-fourth  NortlT  Carolina ;  Captains  Collins,  engineer;  a^d  of  the 
the  artillerv,  Pegram,  Davidson,  Braxton,  Crenshaw,  Andrews,  Mc- 
intosh, and  LieutenantFitehaghy  and  Sergeant  J.  N.'  Williams.     Ser- ' ' 
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,  getai  Major  ^f  nineteenth  Georgia  regiment.  Captain  Wrigbt  and 
his  OiNnpany  of  cavalry,  from  Cobb's  legion,  acting  as  my  escort,  irere 
ef  great  service  to  me,  and  by  my  permission,  made  a  gallant  cWge 
■pon  a  body  of  the  enemy's  infantiy.  There  are  many  cases  of  in- 
dividtal  daring,  both  among  officers  and  men,  and  I  regret  that  I  do 
not  know  their  names. 

T&is  report  being  made  ont  so  long  after  the  events  transpired  is 
not,  of  eonrse,  so  perfect  as  I  wonld  desire,  and  injustice  may  be  done 
officers  and  regiments.  I  respectfully  refer  yon  to  the  accompanying 
brigade  reports  for  details.  I  append  also  a  statement  of  the  loss 
snaUilied  by  the  light  division  in  the  battles  ground  Richmond, 

LOSS  sustained  by  the  Light  Ditdsum,   ifyjor  Genmd  A.  P.  Hill,  an 
th^  26th,  27M,  and  SOth  June,  and  Ut  My,  1862.       • 

• 
XiDed. 
Brigadier  Generals,        «-'  -  '  • 

Colonels,       -  r  .  -  r 

•  Lieutenant  Colonels, 
Majors,         -  •  -  -  - 

Captains,  -  -  •  ' 

.  Liei|tenants,       .     - 
Non-eommissioned  officers. 
Privates,*    -  -       -     • 

Total,        .  -  -  . 


Grand  total,  •  .  .  .  3,870 

'  •  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
•  Your  flbebient  servant, 

•  A.  P.  HILL,  Major  Oeneral.. 
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eSN.  D.  H.   HILL'S.  BEPOBT.OF'OPSRATIONS  ABOUITft 

RICHMOND. 

•  ... 

Headquarters  Divisioir,. 
Gaptftin  A«  8:  Pekdu'Ton,  A.  A.  6.: 

.  Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the -part  taken  bj 
my  division  In  the  epga^^ements  around  Richmond^  irhich  re!iulted  m^ 
lifting  the  Toung  Napoleon  from  hia  entrenchments  around  that  citj,  • 
and  setting  him  down  on  the  banks  of  tht  James  river,  twenty -fiv^ 
miles  further  off,  ||ith  a  lose  of  fifty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  Arentj^ 
seven  thousand  stand  of  arQ)8*and  ten  thousand  prisoners^  ' 

Oif  the  idth  of  June,  my  division  constituted  the  supporting  fprc.e 
to  a  portion  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Wright  and  Ransom,  which 
•  were  engaged  with  the  Yankj^es  n^ar  King's  Schoor  House  on  tji^ 
Williamsburg  road.  '*We  were  exposed  all  day  Jto  an  artillery  fire^bat 
with  little  loss.  We  marched  that  night  through*  the  mud  to  th^ 
vicinity  of  the  Mechanicsville  bridge,  and  there  awaited  the  advs^no 
of  Major  Generals  Jackson  ^nd  A.  P.  Hill.  The  plan,  of  operatioMi 
was,  for  the  former  officer  to  come  down  by  the  way  of  Hanoveir 
Jun^Dtion,  and  get  in  the  rear  of  Mechaniiceyille,  so  as  to  unmask  tha 
bridge  opposke  it  and  enable  my  division'  to  cross  over,  followed  hy 
that  of  «MajoT  General  Lotigstreet.  To  the  four  divisions  of  Generah 
.Longstreet,  Jackson,  A.  P.  Hill  and  myself,  was  entrusted  the  taalr 
of  turning' the  right  flank  of  the  Yankee  army. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  of  the  26th  of  June,  the  fi^rii\g 
commenced  at  Meadow  Bridge,  flj:id  was  foHowed  by  the  rapid  runnin^g 
of  the.  Yankees  towards  Mechanicsville  My  division  w^  put  in 
motion  and  crossed  the  Chickfihominy^after  a  little  delay  in  repairing 
the  bridge.  General  A.  F.  Hill  was  then  hotly  engaged  tfbout  the 
town,  and  my  leading  brigade'  (j^ipley's)  was  pjushed  forward  ta  his 
support.  The  Yaijcees  were  beginning  to  retreat  across  thcf  creek 
(Beaver  Dam,)  towards  Ellison's  Mill^  but  their  artillery  was  still  on 
thcf  plain  on  this  side.  The  three  batteries  of  Jones'  \^attaIion,.of 
my  divfsion,  and  Hardaway's  lattery  and  Bondurant's,  were  brought 
into  action  and  drove  the  Yankee  artillery  off  the  field.  Ii^  the 
meantime  I  had  received  several  messages  from  General  Lee,  and  one 
from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  send  forward  a 
brigade.  In  advancing  thia  brigade,  I  met  Geteral  Pender,  whose 
brigade  had  just  been  roughly  handled,  who  told  m^  that  with  the  as- 
sistance of  two  regiments  of  Ripley's  brigade,  he  could  turn,  the 
position  at  ]Bllison^s  Mill  by  the  Vight»  while  (!Vo  regiments  Aould 
advance  in  front.  Brigadier  General  Ripley  was  directed  to  co- 
operate with  GeneraS  .^Pendery  and  the  attack  was  made  abo^dark. 
The  enemy  had  entrenchments  of  great  .strength  and  development  on 
the  othev  side  of  Beaver  I)am>  ahd  had  the  banks  lined  .with^is  nSag- 
nificent  artillery.  The  approach  was  over  an  open  plain  exposed  to  a 
miirderoua  fire  of  all  ahnSy  and  an  almost  impassible  streami  wasrto.be 
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•  ■ 
crossed.  The  resnlt  was/as  might  hare  ^etn  antioipated,  a  disastrous 
and  bloodj  repulse.  Nearly  every  field  officer  in  the  brigade  was 
killed  or  wounded,  and  a  large  number  of  officers  6f  all  grades  Were 
equally  unfortunate.  Those*  hero -martyrs,  Colonefr  Stokes,  of  the  1st  " 
North  Carolina  regiment,  and  Colonel  Rob'ert  A.  Smith,  44th  Georgia, 
deserve*  more  than  a  passing  notice.  The  former  had  served  with 
*  credit  in  the  Meiican  war,  and  was  widely  >nd  fayofably  known  in 
his  own  State,  The  latter,  though  in  feeble  health  and  scarcely  abl^ 
ib  w^lk,  insisted  upon  b^ing  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  attracted 
my  particular  attention  by  his  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Estes, 
oT  the  44th,. was  severely  bounded,  and  tw«  captains,  ten  lieutenants  « 
and  three  hundred  Vnd  twenty-one  privates  were  killed  and  wounded 
ill*  this,  regiment.  Of  .'the  1st  North .  Carolina  regiment.  Colonel 
Stokes  and  Majpr  Skinner,  six  captains  and  the  adjutan^were  killed, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty -three  privates  were  killed  and  wovcded. 
These  tw^esiments.  (never  before  under  fire)  were^adly  demoralized, 
and  scarMj^reserved  their  organisation  in  the  subsequent  opera- 
tions. Captain-  N.  A.  Brown,  of  the  Ist  JTorth  Carolina  regiment, 
and  Captains  Beck  and  Lumpkin,  of  the  44th  Georgia,  ralli^  the 
;ftragm6nts  of  their  commands  and  are  handsomely  spoken  of  by. 
^Brigadier  General*  Ripley.  The*3d  North  Ca/olina  regiment,  and  the 
48{h  Georgia,  were  less  exposed  than  the  other  two  regiments  of 
Bipley's  brigade,  and,  in  conse'quence,  suffered  less  severely;  but  Major 
*Stfcvage,  of  the  3d  North  Carolina,  fell,  badly  wounded.  The  batteries 
of*  Captain  Rheitt  and  Captain  Harda way,  were  particularly  distin- 
guished in  Ihis  engagement. 

The  division  slept  on  the  field  that  night.  Al)out'9,  P.  M.,  I. re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Lee,  to  co-operate  with  Major  General 
Jackson,  on  the' Cold- Harbor  road,  goin^by  way  of  Betoesda  church. 
The  route  we  had  to  take,  was  found*  at  daylight,  to  be  hejd  by  the 
€nemy  in  force  with  strong  entrenchments,  mounted  with  artillery. 
I  sent  the  brigatles  of  Garland  and  Anderson,  to  the  leQ;  to  turn  the 
position,  while  my  other  three  brigades  and  all  the  division  artillery, 
were  kept  on  the  main  road  ready  to  advance  when  the  rear  of  th^  works 
were  gained.  The  Yankees  Abandoned  their  earthworks,  when  Gar- 
land and  Andersbn  gained  their  rear,  and  t}ie  whole  division  moved 
ojk.  The  shorter  road,  upon  which  Major.  General  Jackson  marched, 
being  obstructed,  he  was  compelled  to  turn  off  and  follow  in  my  rear, 
we  therefore  reached  Cold  Harbor,  first  capturing  a  few  wagons  and 
ambulances  and  prisoners.  The  divisiba  moved  up  cautiously  to  the 
'e^e«of  the  Fowhite  swamp^where  the  Yankees  were  found  to  be 
strongly  posted  with  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  codimanding  the  *only 
road  upon  which  our  guns  c^uld  be  moved.  Captain  Bondarant'a 
battery  was  brought  into 'action,  but  in  less  than  half  an  houn  wps 
withdrawn, badly  crippled.  • 

.  By  \he  order  of  Major  General^  Jackson,,  t^e  division  was  moved 
back  to  the  edge  of  tke  woods,  parallel  to  the  road,  to  cut  off  the  r^« 
treat  of  tBe  enemy  fr^m  the'  attack  of  Major  Generals  Longstfeet 
'  and  A;  ?.  Hill.  ,  It  soon  became  apparent,  however,  that  the  fire  on 
our  ^gbt  was  receding,  and  that  the  Yankees  were  saining  ground. 
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Jackfion'a  divnion  and  mine  Vere  tben  ordered  forward -to  the  support 
pf  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  HilU  who  had  been  hotly  engaged  for  sev<. 
eral  hours.  My  division  occupie.d  the.  extreme  left  of  the  whole 
Confederate  line.  The-orde&of  advance  of  the  division  was:  Gar* 
land  on  the  left,  next  Anderson,  next  Bod^s,  next  Colquitt — Riplej 
being  on  the  axtreme  right.  In  advancing  wo  bad  la  dense  swamp  to 
oress,  with  tangled  undergrowth,  and.  the  radius  of  the  wheeling 
circle  had  to  be  shortened.  These  combined  causes  p'roduced  ma«h 
confusion,  and  a  lapping  of  brigades  'and  the  separation  of  regiments 
from  their  proper  places.  Several  regiments  of  my  division  were 
thrown  into^the  r^ar  and  did  not  engage  th^ienemy.  Th6  fprty-eighth 
Georgia  and  the  fragments  of  the  forty-fourth  Georgia  (Ripley*8 
brigade)  were  thus  thrown  into  the  reaif.  '  The  sixth  and '  twenty- 
sevei^h  G^rgia  (Colquitt^s  brigade)  were  the  only  regiments  of 
their  brigade'  whioh  drew  triggers.  The  other  three  regiments  of  this 
brigade,  twenty-third  Georgia,'twenty-eighth  Georgia^qAthirteentb 
Alabama,  preserved  theit  positions  in  rear;  bNit  did  not  engage  the 
Yankees.  The  fifth  and  twenty-  sixth  Alabama  (Rodes'  brigade)  en- 
countered a  battery  in  their  front,  which  they  charged  and  captured. 
Colonel  C.  C.  Pegues,  the  noble  Christian  commander  of  the  fifth 
Alabama,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  this  charge.  *•  Upon  falling,** 
says  General  Rodes,  '^he  called  to  the.next  officer  in  command,  Major 
Hobson,  and  told  him  that  the  fifth  had  always  been  in  the  advan9e, 
and  that  it  was  his  last  wish  it  should  go  ahead  and  allow  no  regiment 
topass.it.  Major -Hobson  gallantly  carried  out  hi^  wishes  and  led 
the  regiment  constantly  ahead  of  all  others  in* the  division,  .except 
the  twenty-sixth  Alabama,  which,  under  the 'brave  Colonel  O'Neal, 
kept  steadil"^  with  it."  In  crossing  the  swamp,  *^  th.e  third  Alabama 
encountered  troops  of  our  9wn  ahead  of  them  and  was  halted.  The 
«ixth  did  not ;  but  moved  on  at  a  rapid  pace  into  the  field  in  front  of 
tlw  enemy's  battery  and  in  face  of  their -infantry,  encountering  there 
an  enfilading  fire  from  the  battery  and  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  in 
front," and,  finding  themselves  unsupported,  the  men  were  required 
by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lie  down ;  and  finally,  no  support  arriving, 
.  they  retired  under  cover,  in  perfectly  ^ood  order,  a^id  there  awaited, 
with  the  third  Alabama*  further  orders."  In  regard  to  the  twelfth 
Alabama,  General  Rodes,  it  had  shifted  to  the  left  late  in  the  evenibg 
and  joined  the  troops  which  came  up  on  the  left  of  HilPs  division. 
Anderson's  brigade,  on  the  left,  met  the  Yankees  on  the  edge  of  the 
swamp -and  was  first  engaged.  The  contest  was  short,  but  blopdy, 
and  the  woods  were  entirely  cleared^f  the  Yankees,  who  felf  b^ck 
behind  a  fence  and  ditch  and  the  brow  of  the  hill.  My  division  now 
occupieci  the  edg^  of-  the  wooded  ewatUp,  .separated  from  the  Yankees 
by 'an  open  field,  some  four  hundred  y^irds  wide.  Confederate  troopB 
upon  our  right  (subseauently 'discovered  to  be  Winder's  &nd  Lawton'a 
brigades)  were  advancing  across  the  plain  to  attack,  them. '  I  found 
Generals  Anderson  and  Garland  discussing,  with  great  ^enthusiasm, 
the  propriety  of  attacking  the  Yankees  in  fl£ik  with  their«two  brig- 
ades, wliiie  Lawton  .and  Winder  attacked  in  front.  *Grfae  only  objectioil 
•to  the  movement  was  that  a  Yankee  battery  on  oiir  extreme  left  could 
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enfilade  our  line  on- its  adrance.  Gariand.oSsdrTed :  '<  I  don't  thiuk 
it  can  do  mach'harin,  aikl  I  am  ^iHiog  to  nsk  it."  Andersoti  re> 
apodded  in  the  Bame  spirit,  and  I  ordered  an  advfiice  of  the  whole 
division:  To  prevent' the  destractioii  of  life  from  th^  battery,  I  re- 
sdved  to  make  an  attempt  to  paptarc  it.  '  Two  regiments  of  Elzej'^ 
brigade,  I  think,  were  found  separated  from*  their  command,  and 
these  I  ordered,  under  my  volunteer  aid,  Mr.  tSydnor,  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  ground,  to  g^t  in  rear  of  the  battery,  while  the 
twentieth  North  Carolina,  Goloji el  Ivereon,  the  third  North  Carolinn, 
Colonel  Mearcs,  and  the  first  North  Carqliha,  commanded  by  Captaiu 
H.  A.  Blown,  were  ordor^  to-ii&ake  a  direct  advance.  Unfortuuately, 
Colpnel  Iverson  alone  carried  out  his  orders  fully,  tia^s  General 
Garland  :  **  Colonel  Iverson  was .  seriously  wounded  'at  an  early 
period,  while  gallantly  leading  up  his  regiment  to  take  the  battery. 
The  regiment  after  he-  was  woui^^^d,  was  led  by  I^ieutenant  Colonel 
Franklin  J.  ]^ison.  They  advanced  gallantly  and  took  the  battcrv, 
which  they  held  for  ten  minut^^s^  The  gallant  Faison  received  a  mor- 
tal wodnd  in  the  very  act  of  turning  a  captured  piece  upoYithe  flying 
toe.  He  was  'greatly  beloved,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  with 
veneration  &nV  pi'ide.  'The  enemy  90on  returned  to  the  battery,  and 
the^regiment  having  sustained  a  loss  of  seventy  killed  .and  two  hun- 
dred and  two  wounded,  and  being  vrithout  support,  retired  by  order 
of  .Major  Toon."  Heavy  as  was  this  loss,  no  doubt  a  greater-  loss 
waa  saved  to  th^division  in  its  advance  by  this  gallant  attack.  The 
temporary  silence  of  the  battery  enabled  thij  division  to  move  up  in. 
fine  style  and  turn  the  tide  of  battle  in  our  favor.  **  The  effect  of 
our  appearance,"  says  General  Garland,  **  at  this  opportune  moment 
upon  the  enemy's  flank,  cheering  and  charging,  decided  the  fate  of 
the  day.  The  enemy  broke  and  retrefted ;  made  a  second'  stand, 
which  induced  my  immediate  command  to  halt  under  cover  of  the 
roadaide  and  return  their  •fire,  when,,  charging  forward  ugain^  we 
broke  and  scattered  them 'in  e^ery  direction."  .The  statements  of  the 
Yankees  themselves,  and  of  the  French  princes  on  McCIellan's  staff, 
fully  concur  with/ieiferal  Garland  that  it  was  this  final  charge  upon 
their  right  flank  which  decided-  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  The  Yan- 
kees made  no  further  resistance,  but  fled  it^  great  confusion  to  .Grape- 
Tine  bridge.  *  •         ' 

It  was  now  fairly  dark,  and  hearing  loud  cheers  from  tha  Yankees 
in  one  immediate  front,  some  two  hundred  yards  distant,  I  ordered 
our  whole  advance  to  halt  and  wait  the  expected  attack  of  the  enemy. 
Brigadier  General  Winder,  occupying  the  road  to  Grapevine  britige, 
immediately  halted,  and  the  whelc  advanced  columns  were  halted  also.  ' 
The  cheering,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  was  caused  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Irish  •brigade  to  coyer  the  retreat.  A  vigorou3  attack  . 
upon  it  qilgbt  have  resulted  in  the  total  rout  of  the  Yankee  army  and 
the  ca^nae  of  thousands  of  prisoners.  ^  But  J  was  unwilling  to  leave 
the  elected  plateau  around  McGee's  house,  to  advance  in  the  da»K, 

«ong  an  unknown  road,,  skirted  by  dense  woods,  in  the  possession  of 
e  Yankee  troops.     7he  night  was  spent  in  taring  for  the  wounded 
and  making  preparatioBS  for  (he  morning,    I  drew  baqlc  J;he  adytnced 
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troops  several  hundred  ^vd«t  t^  MoGee's  liemey  and  sent  aeroat  tbt 
Bwampft  for  my  division  arlillery.  This,  however,  did  not  eome  up 
nntil  after  sunrise  next  morning.  AH' of  the  adv^^noed  troojfs  of 
General  Jackson  reported  to  me  for  orders,  and,  witb  mj  own,  were 
entrusted  with  guarding  the  road  to  Grapevine  bridge.  -  Soon  after 
daylight,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Yankees  had  retreated  across  the 
Chickahominy,  destroying  all  the  bridges.  The  Yankee  General,  Johm. 
F.  Reynolds,  with  his  aid,  was  discovered  in  the  woods  by  my  pickets 
and  brought  to  me.  Major  General  Jackson  came  up'  after  sunriee 
and  assumed  the  command  of  his  own  and  my  division.  ^. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Bti^adkr  Generals  Garland  and 
Anderson *for  their  skill  in  discovering  the  weak  pointof  the  Yan^eee». 
and  their  boldneps  in  attacking  it.  Their  brigades,  being  more 
exposed  than  the  others  of  my  command,  suffered  more  severelj. 
Brigadier  General  Rodes  was  on  tl^  field  and  displayed  his  usual 
coolness  and  judgment,  though  very  feeble  from  the  unhealed  wound 
received  at  Seven  Pines.  The  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Riplej 
w«s  not  engaged,  owing  to  that  officer  nA  keeping  it  in  hand  *and  not 
pressing  vigorcusly  in  front.  Colonel  Colquitt,  commtfhding  brigade; 
in  like  manner,  did  not  keep  hiiB  brigade*  in  hand,  and  three  of  h*le 
regiments  did  not*  draw  trigger.  The  sixth  Georgia  |ind  twenty- 
seventh  Georgia,  of  this  4>rigade$  commanded  .by  tllose  pure,  bravcy, 
noble,  Christian  soldiers,  Lieutenaut  Colonel  Newton  and  .  L. 
B.  Smith,. behaved  most  heroically  and  maintained  thoir  ground  when 

^.  half  their  number  had  bq^n  stricken  down.  -My  seven  division  batte* 
ries,  under  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway^  Bondurant,  Rhett,'  Qlark, 
Peyton  and  Nelson,  were  all  cngaged^t  one  time  or  another,  at  Mechan* 
icsville,,  and  all,  in  like  mpAner^  at  Cold  Harbor.  Bondurant  had 
three  men  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  twenty-eigjit  horses  killed  and 
disabled  at  the*  latter  place.  The  othec  six  batteries  suffered  but 
little.  Under  the  immediate  supervision^of  Major  General  Jackson^ 
they  opened  across  the  swamp,  upon  the  Yahkee  batteries  Just  before- 
our  final  charge. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  Major  General  EweH  w^  sent,  with  hie 
division,  to  Dispatch  Station,  on  the  York  River  railroad,  while  Gen. 
er«l  Stuart  went  down  to  the  White  House,  the  terminus  of  the  road. 
Both  expeditions  were  completely  ^utscessful,  and  the  Yankee  line  of 
communication  being  thus  cut,  McClellan  was  compelled  to  change  his 
base.  ,We  spent  two  days  in  destroying  vast  military  and  inedical 
stores  so^th  of  the  Chickahominy,.  and  attempted  to  hold  the  crossing 
over  that  stream.      Scouts  from  Hood's  brigade  and  the  third  Al»-> 

'  bama,  Rodes'  brigade,  eucceeded  in  orossing,  «nd  my  pioneer  corpiSy 
under  Captain  Smith^  of  the  engineers,  repaired  Grapevine  bridge 

V>n  the  S9th,  and  we  crossed  over  that  night.     MoLaws'  division  had    '* 
a  bloody  fight  at  Savage  Station  on  .the  afternoon,  of  the.  29th  instant, 

.  ^lat  night  the  Yankees.continued  their  retreat,  leaving  on#  jftousand 
one  hundred  sick  and'  wounded  in  our  hands.  Jackson's  <ffmmand 
(my  division  leading)  passed  Savage  Station  early  in  the  mortking  ^ 
the«SOth  instant,  »nd  followed  the  line  of  the  Yankee  retreat  towarw 
Whit^  Oak  greek.    We  picked  up  aboot  a  thaasa^d  prieeners,  and  «e 


bMOrvMNi  ll»t  I  «kteA«d  the:  fftk  andiMiih  N6rtk  Cm- 
lupttdr«gua«t8  to  take  charge  of  them  botk.  At  White  (hk  oreek*.  me 
fMiad  cke.bridfe  deitrejed  aad  the /Yaol^ee- forces  drawn  up  on  the 
oiker  aide. .  Twenty-aix  guns  from  my  division,  and  fije  frotn  Whit- 
iag'a  divtaioQ,  opened,  a  sadden  and  naexpeeted  fire  upon  the  Yankee 
baiterksB  and  infantrj^^a. feeble  reapoase  was  attempted,  bat  aileiAsed 
in -a  few  mientes.  Munfoxd^s  cavalry  and.  my  skirmishers  crossed 
ox/^r,  ba(  the  Yankees  ^ot  some  gnns  nnder  cover  of  a  wood,  which, 
ooumaoded  the  bridge,  and  the  cavalry  was  compelled  to  tarn  back. 
The  d^irmiihers  at#id  over  all  day  and  night.  We  attempted  Ho 
further  crosaing  that  day. ..  The  hospitals  tfid  a  large  number  of  sick 
and  woondedy  at  White  Oak  creek,  fell  into  oar  hands.  Major  Gene- 
ralfi  Longatreet  and  A.  P.  H^l  attacked  the  Yankees  in  flank  at  Fra-^ 
zier'a  farm,  soaae  two  miles  in  advance  of  as,  tha^day,  and  acorrea- 
ponding  vigoroas  attack  by  Major  Geikcral  Eager  on  their  rear  must 
hare  resulted  most  disaatrousl  v  to  them.  The  obstacles  he  met^  wHicb 
*pFe vented  hi^. advance,  may  have  been  of.  a.  character  npt  to  be  over- 
ceme.  I  .do  %>t  know  and  cannot  judge  of  them.  .  T^e  .brMga  being 
repMred,  Jackson's  command  crossed  over  (Brigadier  General  Whi^ 
iiag*8  division  leading). and  effected  a  janction  with  Genei^l  Lee»nj9ar 
a  di.arch  a  f e.w  miles  from  Malvern 'Hill — Whiting's  division  was 
^fned  off  the  road  to  the  left  at  the  foot  of  this  hill,,  and  mine  to  the 
right — we  had  to  advance  across  an  open  field  and  ford  ^creek  before 
getting  ttoJev  cover  of  the  ^ood%  We  -were  i&  fall  View  while  effect-' 
ing  theae  objects,  and  suffered  heavilv  from  the  Yaflkee  artillery.  *- 

Brigadier  General  Anderson,  on  the  extreme  left,  had  becpme  en- 
.gaged,  his  brigade  roughly  handled,  and  himself  wounded  and 
carried  off  the  field,  before  the  other  brigade  had  crossed  the  creek. 
By  the  order  of  'Majojr  General  Jackson,'  the  division  was  halted  in 
the  woods,  and  an  examination  made  of  the  ground.  The  Yankeea 
were  found  to  be  too  strongly  posted,  en  a  commanding  hill,  all  the  ap^ 
pioacheB  to  which  could  be  swept  by  his  artiflery,  and  were^uard^d 
by  swarms  of  infantry,  securely  ahdltdsed  by  fences,  ditches  and 
rsvinee.  Tier  after  tier  of  batteries  were  grimly  visible  on  the 
pkteau,)||iing  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre^  One  flank  was  pro- 
teeted  b^^orkey  creek,  and  the  other  by  gunboats..  We. could  ohly 
reach  the  first  line  of  batteries  by  traversing  an  opeii  qpaee  of  from 
three  to  four  hundred  yards,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  o^ grape  and 
caster  from  the  artillery,  and  musketry  from  the  infantry.  If  that 
fiiat  line  was  carried,  another  and  another,  still  more  .  difficult,  re- 
mninedin  re4r.  .1  bad  expressed  my  disapprobation,  of  a  f  iK'ther 
pursuit  of  the  Yj^nkees  to  the  commanding  General,*  and^to.  Generals 
Jackson  and  Longatreet,  ^ven^  before  I  knew  of  the.  strength  of  their 
positiron«  An  examination  satisfied  me  that  an  attack  would  be  hash 
ardoua  to  bar'elms.* 
Abo^t  ten  o'clock,.!  think,  I  received.a.«otje  from  GeneralJaehr 
son,  enclosing  one  from  Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton; chief  of  General  Lee'a 
staff,  anyix^  that  positions  w^re  adjected,  from  whtoh  oiy  •  artillery 
could  silence  the  Yankee  artillery,  and  aa  soon  aa  that  w.aa  done, 
Bfigfldier  General  AtaiefteAd  would  advance  with  n  ehout,  atid  carrj 


t 


T86 

the  bfttterj  immedistely  in  bis  front.  Tkh  efloiit  wsb  to.4>6  tbe  signal 
'  for  a  general  advar^ce,  and  all  the  troops  were  then  to  meh  fonfard 
\rit^  fix&d  bayonets.  •  I  sent  folr  my  brigade  commanders  and  shewed 
them  the  notcx  *  Brigadier  Gcnera^l  Rodes  being  absent,  sick,  the  gal- 
lant Gordon  was  put  in  comtoand  of  hi&  brigade.  That  acc6roplishefi 
gentleman   afrf  soldier,   Colonel  C.   G.  Tew,  second  North  Carolina 

.    regiment,  took  commapd  of  Anderson's  brigade.     GarUnd,  Ripley  tkntl 
Colquitt,  aad  these  two  Colonels,  were  present  aj  the  interview.     In- 
stead of  ordering  up  ooe  ot  two  htindred  pieces  of  artillery  to  p^ay 
on  the  Yankees,  a  single  battery  (Moorman's)  was  ordered   up,  and 
knocked  to  pieces  in  a  few  minutes;  one^r  two  others  shared  the 
same  fate  of  being  beat  in  detail.     Not  knowing  how-to  a^t^nder 
•these  circumstances,  I  wrote  fb  General  Jackson  rhat  tUe  firing  from 
our  batteries  was  'of  the  most  farcical  character.     He  repeated  the 
order  for  a  general  advance  at*  the  signal  of  the  shouting  from  Gen- 
eral Armistead.     As  well  as  I  could  lyirn  the  petition  of  our  troops 
Brigadier  General  Whiting  was  on  my  left.  Major.  Generals  Magru- 
dcr  altd  lluger  on  my* right,. and  Major  General  Hol«es  some  milds 
in  our  rear.     While  conversing  with  my-  brigade  comnianders,  sbourb- 
ing  Was  h#ard  on  our  right,  followed  hy  the  roar  of  musketry.  •   We 
all  agreed  thia  was  the  signal  agreed  upon,  and  I-ofdcred  my  division 
to  advance..    This,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  was  a^oiitmn  hour  an<i^ 
half  4iefore  sundown.    We  advanced  alone,  n-feither  Whiting  on  the  left, 
nor-  Magruder  or^  linger  on'  the  right,  moved  forward  an  inch.     The' 
drvision  fought  heroically  and  well,  but  fought  in  vain.     Garland,  in 
my  immediate  front,-  Showed  all  his  wonted  courage  and  enthusiasm, 
but   he   needed   and  a«ked  for   Reinforcements.     I   sent   Lieutenant 
Colonel   Newton,    si^fth   Georgia,  to   his   support;  and  observing  a 
brigade  by  a  fence  in  our  rear,*  I  galloped  ba«k  to  it,  and  found  it: to 
be  that  of  Brigadir  General  Toombs  .  I"  ordered  it  forward  to  support 
Garland;  and  accompanied  it.     The  brigade  advanced  handsOinely  to 
ttas  brow  of  the  hill,  but  soon  ^retreated  in  dispi^er.  •  Gordon,  com-  * 
manding  Rodes'  brigade,  pushed  gallantly  forward,  and  gained  con  aid- 
erable  ground,  but  was  forced  back      The  gallant  and  accompHshed 
Mpars,  third  North  Carolina  regiment,  Ripley's  brigade,''h9  fallenat 
the  head  of  iris  regiinent,  and  that  brigade  was  streaming  to  the  rear  ; 
Colquitt's  and  •Anderson'^  brigades  had  afso  fallen  back.     Ransom^s 
brigade  had  come  up  to  my  support,  from  Major  General  Huger.     A 

. .  portion  of  it  came,  but  without  its  brigadier.  It  moved  too  far  to  the 
left,  and  became  mixed  up  with  the  mass  of  troops  near^the  parsonage, 
on  the  Quaker  toad^  suflfering  heavily  and  effecting  little.  Brigadier 
General  -Winder  -^as  sent  up  by  Major  General  Jackson,  but  he  came 
too  late,  and  alsowentto  the  same  belt  of  tfoods  near  the  parsonage, 
already  o^'er- crowded  with'  troops.  Finally,  Majar  General'tewell 
came  up^  but  it  was  after  dark,  and  nothing  could  oe  accomplished, 
ludvised  him  to  hold  the  ground  we  had  gained,  and  not  to  attempt 
'a  forward  mo.vement.  * 

Jhe  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  might  have  been  a  complete  and  glori- 
ftus  success,  had  not  our  art^lery  and  infantry  been  fought  in  detail. 
My  division*  batteries  having  been  three  times  engaged,  hadexh&UBted 
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all  their  akmnunit^n^  and  had  been  Bent  back  for  a  fresh  sapplj.  If 
I  hadhad  them  with  me,  wjth  a  good  supplj  of  ammunition,  I  feel 
confident 'thai  we  conld  hare  beaten  the  force  immediately  ^n  front  of 
HB.*  "'Again,  the  ^'ant  of  concert  with  th«  infantry  ditisions  was  most 
painful.  Whiting's  divfsion.  did  not  engage  at  all,  neither  di(f  Holmes*. 
My  division  fdught  an*  hour  or  more,  the  whblie  Yankee  force,  without 
assistance  from  &  single  Confederate  soldier.  Tho  front  line  of  Yan- 
kees was  twice  broken  and  in  full  retreat,  when  fresh  troops  came  to 
its-  silpport.  At  such  critical  juncturcf^,  tne  general  advance  oT  the  di- 
▼isiobs  on  my  right  and  left  must  htve  been  decisive.  Some  half  an  hour 
'  aftA*^my  division  bad  ceased^to  struggle  against  odds  of%ore  than  ten  to 
one,  i  had  to  fall  back.  McLaws'  division  advanced,  but  to  share  the- 
same  fate.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  none  of  our  troops  drew  trigger, 
except  McLawB\  mine,  and  a  portion  of  Huger^s.  Notwithstanding 
the  tremendous  odds  against  us*,  and  the  blundering  arrange nfiehts  of 
the  battle,  we  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  Yankees  They  retreatsd 
in  the  night,  leaving  their  dead  unburied,  their  Wounded  pn  the  ground, 
three  pieces  of  aitillery  abandoned,  apd  thousands  of  superior  rifles 
thrown  wf&j.  None  of  their  jMrevious  retreats-exhibited  such  unrtis- 
takeable  signs  of  rout  and  demoi*aIization.  The  wheat  fieMs  at  Shir- 
ley were  all  trampled  down  by  the  frightened  herd,  too  impatient  to 
fallow  the  road ;  arms,  accoutrements,  knapsacks,  overcoats  and  clo- 
thing, cf  every  description,  were  widely  strewn  on  the  roadside,  in 
A6  woods  and  in  the  field.  Numerous  wagons^and  ambulances  Vere 
found  stuck  in  the  mud,  typical  oF  Yankee  progress  in  war.  The  ac- 
tual loss  in-  battle,  was,  in  my  opinion,  (though  most  persons  difi'er 
with  me,)  greater  on  our  side  than  on  that  of  the  Yankees..  The  ad- 
vantage in  position,  range,  calibre  and  ijuraber  of  their  guns,  was 
with  them.  The  prestige  of  victory,'and  the  enthusiasm  inspired  by 
it,  were  with  xfl,  ^  Their  masses,  too,  were  so  pompact  that  shot  and 
shell  and  baH?  e^uld  hardly  fail  to  accomplish  a  noble,  work".  My  di- 
vision was  employed  during  the  week  after  the  battle  in  gathering  up 
arras  and  accoutrements,  burying  our  own  and  the  YanlAes'  dead,  and 
removing  the  wounded  of  both  armies.  We  then  returned  to  t)ur  did 
camp  nea#Aichmond^  w^th  much  cause  for  gratitude  to  the  Author  of 
.all  good,  for  raising  the  Eiege  of  that  city,  and  crowning  our  arms 
with  glorious  success. 

The  following  list  of  killed '  and  wOunded  will  show  that  we  lost 
four  thousand  out  of  ten  thousand  tafen  into  the  field  Among  these 
we  have  to  mourn  those  gallant  ^irjts,  Colonel  Kobert  A.  Smith,  - 
forty.fourth  Georgia ;  Ctelonel  Stokes  and  Major  Skinner,  first  North 
Carolina;  Colonel  Gaston  Meares,  third  North  Carolina';  Colonel 
Wartjiem,  tweniy-eighth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Faison,  twen- 
tieth North  Carolina,  and  Captain  Thomas  M.  Blount,  quartermaster 
af  the  fourth  North  Carolina,  who  fell  whHe  gallantly  carrying,  oa 
horseback,  the  colors  of  the  thirtieth  North  Carolina. regime&t.  / 
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Killed. 

Woanded. 

Missiiiff. 

Ripley's  Hbrigade, 

164 

.     731    • 

30 

Garland's     " 

192 

6»7      . 

-  i« 

Rodw'          " 

122      • 

440 

00 

Anderson's  " 

•     169. 

704 

.  00 

Colquitt's    " 

•    52 

833 

•«  • 

Jones'  artillery, 

5   » 

22 

00 

nardaway's  bSJi^ery, 

1 

.       25 

00* 

Nelson's  battery — no  report,    .U 

00 

on 

Xo**l. 

714 

3,l9i    • 

48 

■    Aggregate,  3,955. 

.   • 

. 

This  embraces  the  entire  loss  in  the  division,  with  the  exception  of 
•one  battery,  from  w.hich  no  report  has  beep  received.     . 

.Mj  thanks  are  due  to  all  of  my  staff  for  faithful  and  efficient  ser^ 
vice.  M^or  Katchford,  Adjutant  General,  and  Lieutenant  Reid, 
Aid-de-Camp,  were  xnuch  exposed,  and  were  ever  prompt  and  active. 
Major  Ficrson,  Chief  of  Artillery,  was  always  on  horseback,  by  the 
side  of  the  battery  engagidd.  Uaptain  Taylor,  Inspector  Genex'lJ, 
rendered  valuable  and  important  servic^e.  The  ordnance  officers,  Cap- 
tain West  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Moore,  attended  faithfully  to  their 
duties.  Lieutenant  Sydnor  of  the  Hnnover  light  dragoons,  volunteer 
aid  at  Cold  Harbor,  watf  conspicuous  there  for  his  zeal  and  gallantry. 
Sergeant  Harmeling,  commanding  .the  couriers,  and  private  Lewis 
Jones,  courieV,  merit  particular  mentionfor  their  zeal  and  intelligent 
jperfol'mance  of  duty, 

*      D.  H.  HILL*  .JIfajor  Genet  at. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAGRUDER  OF  BATTLES- AROUND 
•'  '  RICHMOND.. 

« 

Richmond^  Augurt  12,  1862.    * 

'To  the^  Adjutant  General  of  ^neral  R,  E.  Lee, 

Cotnmancting  Artny  Northem^Virginia ; 

Sir:  About  the  35th  Jwe,  I  reooived  from  Licatenant  Colonel  R. 
H.  Chilton,  Assistanl  Adjutant  General,  on  the  staff  of  General  Lee, 
commanding  the  Army  of  N^rth^rn'Virginia,  an  order  giving  a  gea* 
eral  plan  of  operations,  about  to  be  undertaken  agaitfbt  the  eneiny, 
whose  troops  occupied  the  right  and  left  banks  of  the  Ohiokahominyy 
At  greater  number  being  immediately  in  front  of  the  lines  occupied 
by  me,  and  the  division  of  ^ajor  General  Huger,  on  my  fi^t.  This 
directed  mo,  in  generri  terras,  to  hold  -my  position  in  front  of  thc^^ 
enemy  against  attack',  and  at  all  hazards,  to  make  such  demonstattpns 
.as  to  discover  his  ppcrations  ;.and  in  Case  of  the  abandonment  of  his 
entrenchments,  to  pilrsue  him  cbsely.  I  was  in  command  of  three 
divisions,  those  of  Major  Ganeral  McLawa:,  Brigadier  General  D.  R.** 
Jenes,  and  my  own,  each  consisting  of  two  (2)  brigades,  the  numerical 
.strength  being  about-  thirteen  thousand  -nfen.  ■ 

In  obedience  to  th^se  instructions,  I  caused  the  fKckets  and  >kir* 
mishers  to  observe  the  utmost  Angilance,  attack  the'enemy^s  pickets 
from  tiinp  to  time,  and  open  a  frequent  fire  of  artillery  on  his  workd^ 
to  ensure  a  full  knowledge  of  his.  position,,  strength,  and  movements^ 
as  far  .as  it  was  poBsible,  moving  my  own  headquarters  to  the  line  oo« 
cupied  by  the  troops,  and  sleeping-near  them,  in  order  to  observe  more 
closel/.         .  .      .  •  .        ^      .    • 

After  the  battle'of  Friday,  the  27th  June,  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
tho  Chtckahominy,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
his  troops  to  the  right  bank,  and  therefore  the  whole  of  his'  forces 
were  massed  in  front  af  our  lines,  and  that  he  had  destroyed  the  l)riJ^GS 
ovsr  this  river,  thereby  separating  our  army*  and  concentrating  his 
own:  I  immediately  ordered,  without  awaiting  instructions,  the 
bridge  known  as  Che  New  bridge  to  be  rebuilt,  which  wafe  dbue  by  the 
iroops  undec  Brigadier  General  Jouqs,  in  order  to  establish  at- feast 
one  line  of  communication  ietween  the  \yro  portionB  of  our  arihy* 
This  jfa^compteted  on  Saturdit^,  the  28th.  O^f  the  same  day  Briga- 
dier General  Jones  oam^  up  to  my  headquartefs,  ^nd  informed  nae 
that  Brigadier  General  Toombs  had  ordered  a«i  attack  on  the  eneidy^s 
line  of  rifle  pits  on  Gdulding^s.  farm,  and  asked  if  I  had  givem^  such 
an  order.  Upon  my  replying  in  th^  negative,  he -said  he  had  not* 
authorised  it,  and  I  directed  hrm  at  once  to  countermand  it,  it  being 
in  violation  of  orders  previously  received  from  'General  Lee,  and  at 
the  niontent  reit6rate4  through  Captain  Lathrobe,  of  Brigadier 
Gederal  Jones'  staffs  just  from  Gen*eral  Lee,  to  the  effect  that  I  should 
not  mak^  any  attack'  on  tho  enemy  in  my  front  anlesa.abBoljately  car* 
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taui  d£  Bucc^,  except  in  oo*operatio^  with  the  inoyements  cf  thp  - 
Commancbr-in-Chief.  I  was .  the  mor^ '  anxious  to  have  this  order 
^eonntermanded,  as,  ifth is  attack  were  unsuOcessfal,  it  might  lead  to  an 
anvance  of  the  enemy,  to  the  seii^urS  of  Garnett's  farm,  the  taming 
♦  orthe^left  of  our  lines,  and  the  fall  «of 'Richmond.  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Jones  sent  the  coantermandiDg  order  bj  Captain  Ford,  of  his  staff, 
and  soon  nftet  he  left.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  reported  to  me  that  our 
men  bad  already  attacked  and  carried  the  enemy's  ijfl^-pits  at  Goold- 
ing's.  I  immediately  sent  a  message  to  ^hat  effect  to  General  Lee, 
sttiting  that  the  works  were  cairried  by  our  troops,  wh(t<had  been  or^pred 
by  Brigs^ier  General  Toombs  to  attack,  a^^  at  the  same  time  directed 
Captain  Dickinson,. my  assistant  adjat^mt  generll,  to  go  to  the  spot 
and  to  ascertain  furtlier  the  state  of 'the  c^se.  -  .  * 

Proceediagvin  the  airection  of  Goulding^s  my9elf,  I -met  Captain 
'  Dickilason  retorning,  who  informed  me  that  when  he  had  arrived  near 
Mr.  Jamei  Garnett's  house,  he  met  Colonel  Anderson,  who  was  J4ial 
withdrawing  his -troops,  who  informed  him  that  the  .attack  had  been 
made  by  Qrdep  of  Brigadier  General  Toombs  without*  the  auihoVity 
from  myself  or  Brigadier  QeneVal  Jones,  and  that  it  was  unsuccessful. 
This  information  I  also  communicated  tp  General' I^ee,  by  whx>m  I  waa 
.ordered  to  obtained  a  report  on  the  •subject,  from  Brigadier  General 
•Toombs,  and  to  forward lit  to  the  Secretary  of  War.. 

«fi vents  foUowed^o  ra'pidly  on  each  other  that  I. had  Bot  time  td  ob« 
tafb  this  report,  and  when  the  operation^  of  the  ,w<eek-  were  ended^  ! 
took.no  further  steps;  a%  I  knew  that  both. Brigadier  Oenerals  Jones 
and  Toombs  would  make  their  written  repi^^s  on  the  subject.  I  b0g 
leave  now  to  refer  to  that  portibn  of  their  reports,  in  further  expla-  , 
nation  of  the  circumstances  of  this  affai».  ...  # 

From  the  time  at  which  the  eneniy  withdrew  his  forces  to  this  side 
of  the  Chickahominy  and  destroyedthp  bridges,  to  the  moment  of  his 
evacuation,  that  is,  from  Friday-  night  until  Sunday  morning,  I  con- 
aidered  the  situation- of  our  army. as  eztre|pely  critical  and  perilous* 
The  larger  portion  of  it  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chickahonriny, 
the  bridges  had  been  airdest^yed,  but  one  was  rebuilt,  (he  New 
Bridge,  which  was  commanded  fully  by  the  enemy's  giins  from  Gould- 
ing'8,*and  there  were  but  twenty-five  .thousand  men  between  his  army 
of  one  hundre<l  thousand  and  Richmond.  *    ^ 

I  received  repeated  inatructibng  during  Saturday  tight,  from  Cffne-^ 
ral  Lee's  headqh\rters,  enjoining  upon  n^y  command  the -utmost  vigiv  , 
lance,  directing  the  men  to  slee^  on  their  a^ms,  and  to  bo  prepared 
for  whatever  might  occjar./  These  orders  Were  promptly  cdfnmunics^ted 
hf  me  to' the  di&rent  commanders  of  my  forces,  and  were  also  trans* 
mitted  to  General  Quger^  on»my  right.  *I  passed  the  night  without 
8leep,^ud  in  the  superintendence  of  their  execution. 

HacT  McOlellai  massed  his  whole  force  in  column,  and  ndvanced  it 
SigiinHt  any  point  of  oni:  line  of  battle,  as  was  done  at  Austerlitx,  un« 
der  similar  circumstances,  by  the  greatest  captain  'of'  any  age,  though 
the  head  of  his  colomn  would  have  ^suffered  greatly,  its  momentnm 
would  have  ensured  him  success,  ahd.  the  occupation  of  our  worka 
abgnt  Bicbmoodi  ud  consequently  tho  city  zrAght  Mhre^  lecn.his 
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reward.  His  &Uare  tp  do  so^  i«  tlie  best  erideiioe  Aaib  oar  whe-edB- 
mander  folly  understood,  th^  character  of  his  <jpponent.  Oht  relief 
was  therefore  great,  ^en  inteDigence  reacheif  us,  almost  simaltane-* 
ously  from  Colonel  Cnilton- and  o^eof  mystatf,that  the  enemy,  whose 
presence  had  been  ascertained  aif  late  as  three  and  a  half  o'clock,  A.  ' 
M. /had  evacuated  his  works  and  was  retreating.  Colonel  Chil^oB, 
who  rode  into  kny  camp  on  Sunday  morning,  hurried 'me  off  to  see 
General  Lee,'  on  the  Nine-miie  road,  and  I  gave,  wbil^  riding  with 
l^im,  the  necessanr  orders  to*put  tn  motion  my  whole  command,  which 
^ktended  over  a  oistaiice  of  some  miles,  directing  Brigadier  Geneial 
Griffith's  brigade,  wh^ch  was  nearest  to  the  road,  .to  advance  at  onee 
^om  the  centre,  and  orderinj^  Brigadier  General  Jones'  division,  in 
advancing,  to  incline  towards  Fair  Oak  Station, *as  I  had  been  in- 
formed that  Major. General  Jackson  had  crossed,  or  .was  (A^osaing  the 
Gr&pevine  bridge,  and  would  operate  down  the  Ohickahominy.  Hav* 
fii^  overtaken  General  Lee,  we  rode  together  down  the  Nin^-mUe 
road,  and  the  (general  informed  me  of  the  plans  which  be  I^d  adof^ted 
for  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  They  w^ere  as  follows  :  Major  General 
Longstreet's  division  .y'<is  to  have  crossed  the  Kew  Bridge,  .lind  to 
take  post  on  our  extreme  right,  so  as  to  intercept  the  enemy  in 
his  attempt  to  reach  James  river.  Major  General  Hngef'»  division 
to  march  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  on  m^i  right  flank,  and  Major* 

.General  Jacklbn's  division, ^which,  he  stated,  had  cfosised,  or  was 
crossing  the  Grapevine  Bridge,  over  the  Chickahominy  river,  was  to 

.  operate  down  tlfat  river,  on.  ifs  right  bank^  whilst  my  own  command 
would  press  him  vigorously  in   fropt.  ^  On  our  arrrval  ^t^Fai^  0%k 

.  Station,  we  found  the  .enemy's  lines  in  that  vicinity,  which  had  been 
e  vac  A  ted,  in  posees^ion  of  a*  part  of  J^rigadier  General  Kershaw's 
brigade,  the  remainder .  of  n\y  command  being  then  on  the  march. 
Here,  General  fiee,  having  repeated  his  instructions,  left  the  gronnd. 
I  directed  Major  General  McLaws.to  consolifjfi.te  Kershaw's  brigade, 
and  place  it  on  the  right  pi  the  railroad,  and,  as  the  other  brigade  of 
General  McLaws  .did  not  arrive  for  Jjndio  ,time,  I  ordered  two  rogi- 
menta  6f  an  ad^vai^ced  brigade,  (G'rinnth's)  of  my  own  division,  to 
take  post  in  reserve,  also  on  xhe  right  of  the  railroad,  so  aS  to  s^port 
Kershaii^'s  brigade,  leaving  the  Williamsburg  road  still  further  on  oar 
riglg,  unoccupied,  and  open  for  Huger.'  I  then  formed  the  other  twa 
regiments  of  Griffith's  brigade  on  the  left  of  Gene ral^ershaw's,' their 
-  right  resting  on  the  railroad.  Brigadier  General  Cobb's,  whidi 
.inarched  in  the  rear  of  General  Griffith's,  was,  as  soon  as  it  arrived, 
formed  on  the. left  .of  these  two  regiments,  two  ^f  his  own'  boing  kept 
in  reserve.  I  then  dispatched  a  staff  officer  to  ascertain  the  positiott 
of  General  Jones'  division,  which  hac|  crossed  the  swamp  at  Gauld- 
ing's  house,  and  directed  it  to  be  formed  on  the  left  ^f  GeneraU.Cobb, 

.  with  the  proper  interval.  Whilst  these  dispositions  were  being  raade» 
I  ordered  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  out  in  front  of  General  Kershaw's 
brigade  and  my  own  division  to  find  the  enemy,  and  ascertain  his  po- 
sition. The  enemy  having  thro^vrn  up  a  heavy  etbstruction  across  tks 
r?iiltoad-track.  I  caused  men  tp  b^  detaiti^d  for  the  purpose  of  remov- 
icg  ii  for  the  passage  do^i'n  the  Voad  of  a  heavy  rifted,  ffun,  jnosnt^ 
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pa  a  railway  earriage/and  protected  by  on  inclined  plane  of  iron."   I 
also  dispatc^el  a  staff  officer  towtfida  -Grapcviae  Bridge,  somettbree 
miles  oT,  to  ascejrtain  the  positioa  of  Major  General  .j^ackson's  (r^op), 
vhich,  I  had  sapposed,  from  the  statements  a^7e  given,  had  alreacly 
crossed.     These  orders  given  and  di9position's  ihade,  I. received  infor- 
mation from  Brigadier  General  Jones  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  iq 
his  front  and  fortified:     This,  it  was  reported  to  mo,  was  derived  faom 
a  prisoner,  who  had  been  just  captured,  and  the  presence  of  the  en* 
emy  in'front^was  verified  by  the  skirmishers  of  Genera!  Jones  being 
engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy.     I  received,  abomt  the  same  time,  a 
communication  fram.  General  McLaws,  stating  that  the  chemj  was  in 
front  of  General  Kershaw^s  brigade,  and  in  worksvwell  manned.     De- 
siring to  ascertain  the  extent  of  his  front,  I  directed  Brigadier  (Gren- 
erarCobb  tQ  detail  a  trusty  officer,  and  some  of  his  best  skin;iisherSy 
to  feel  the  enemy,  if  to  be  found  in  front  of  my  division,  and  to  re^ 
port  the  result.     In  the  meontio^e.  Major  Bryan,  the  staff  officor,  who 
had  been  sent  to  Major  General  Jackson,  returned  with  bis  engineer. 
Lieutenant  Bosw^ll,  who  reported  that  Major  (General  Jackson  was 
eoif&pell^d  to  rebuild  the  bridge,  which  would  be  completed  in  about 
two  hours — Maj.  Bryan  reporting  that  Maj.  Gen.  Jackson  had  crosi  m1 
but  a  small  portion  of  hi's  infantry— not  more  than  three  companies — 
over  the  broken  bridge,     About  the  ^mS  time  I  received  S  message 
from  Major  General  Huger,  stating  that  a  large  portion  of  his  com* 
inand  had  been  aent  elseflrhere,  tut  that  with  two  brigades  be  wojild 
Boon  march  down  on  the  Williamsburg  road.     Having^  passed  up  the 
rich  country  near  the  railroad,  on  our  retreat  from  the  neighborhood 
of  New  Kent  Court- House,  I  knew  that  there  wasa  road  leading  from 
Grtipevino  fprd,   where   the  enemy  *had  afterwards  construc.ted  th« 
briit'ge,  to  the  railroad  bridge  near  Savage's  Station,  passing  to  the 
ri^ht  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  now  in  our  front,  and  that  when  Major 
General  Jackson  advanced  he  would  probably  move  on  that  road.     I 
dett'^'mined,  therefore, *to  aWait  that  advance,   and  to  request  Major 
General  Huger,  when  ho  came  up,  to  move  down  the  Williamsburg 
ro  id,  and,'  enveloping  both  flanks  of  the  enemy  and  attacking  him  in 
front,  at  the  same  time.  I  hoped  to  capture  his  rear  guard,  which  I 
i^certained  fVbm  prisoners  and  from  the   reconnoitering  parties  in 
front,  to  be  at  least  a  division.     The   enemy  having  ascertained  tfaa 
general  disposition  of  our  troops,  opened  a  brisk  artillery  fire  on  the 
rail  load  and  our  ceutre,  unfortunately  mortally  wounding  the  gal- 
lant General  Griffith,  commander  of  the  third  Mississippi  brigadoi' 
who  was  borne  from -the  field,  and  died  the  next  morning.     The  ene- 
my's fire  was  responded  to  with  effect  by  the  railroad  (battery,  as  well. 
Iks  by  Carlton's  battery,  which  that  practiced  artillerist,  Lieutenayt 
Colonel  Stephen  D.  Lee,  had  placed  in   advance,   in  a  Commanding 
position  in  front  of  our  centre.     The  .enemy  was  now  reported  ad— 
yancingy-and  this  reffort  being  confirmed  after  a  reconnoissanco  l^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  I  galloped  to  tjie  right  of  the  line  to  see 
General  Huger,  who  had  arrived  with  two  brigades,  and  to  give  him 
such  information,  as  would  enable  him  to  dispose  his  troops  ii\  the 
l|S0i^  m^anncr  fotr  the  protection  of  our  right  flank.    Hlvinf^aecom* 
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plished  tbig,  I  retiiraod  to  the  lefty  ftnd.tkre^  forward  tbe  left  wing  of 
General  Griffith's  brigade,  and  the  whole  of  Genentl  Cobfa,  in  order 
to  occupy  a  more  commanding  position,  and  ft  wood,,  which  slcirted  w^ 
field,  across  which  th«  enemy  would  have  to  march.  This  had  no 
sooDcr  been  done  than  I  received  information  from  Major  General 
Huger  that  his  two  brigades  would  be  withdrawn,  as  I  under- 
Btood,  for  other  service,  and  subsequently  a  tiote  reached  me  from 
General  Jones,  [See  paper  No.  1,}  stating  that  Major  General  Jack* 
son  regretted  that  he  could  not'  ccoperate  with  him,nb8  he  had  been 
ordered  to  other  important  duty.  Thus  the  forces,  which  General  Lee 
bad  left  to  operate  against  the  enemy,  being  .reduced  from  some 
thirty-five  or  forty  thousand,  to  some  thirteen  thousand  men,  I  w^ 
compelled  to  abandon  the  plan  ^f  capturing  any  large  portion  of  the 
enemy's  forces,  and  directed  that  Semmes'  brigade  (McLaMC's  divis'ion) 
should  be  placed  on  the  Williamsburg  road  and  Gobb's  on  th^  left  odT 
the  railroad,  rn  line  with  Kershaw's,  Jones'  division  being  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  and  Barksdale's  brigade  mardhing  in  reserve  behind  the 
centre.  I  ordered  the*  whole  to  move  to  the  froivt,  and  ^ch  com* 
ihapderto  attack  the  enemy  in  whatever  force  or  works  he  might  be 
fbuiid.  This  was  ^ecuted  promptly  and  in  beautiful' order,  though 
the  ground  was  difficult  and  the  wood  dense.  *  Kershaw's  brigade  soon 
became  engaged  with  the  eneify,  who  took  refuge  in  the  works  on 
the  Williamsburg  road,  frcm  which  he  was  driv'en  in  gallant  style  by 
the  infantry  advance,  and  by  the  ezcellent  a«tillery  practiee.of  Kem*.^ 
perl's  battery.  Retreating  from  work  to  work,  pursued  by  our  line, 
which  swept  through  his  camps,  with  little  interruption,  the  ei^emy 
was  ac  last  driven  as  far  as  Savage's  Station,  where  a  strong  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  itady  to  receive  us.  He  also  occupied  Ae  wood 
in  front  of  the  station..  Here  Kershaw's  brigade  engaged  him  frankly 
and  furiously,  and  was  gallantly  supported  by  Kemper's  battery  and 
8emmes'  brigade  on  his  right.  Taking  my  position  on  the 
railroad  bHdge,  w^ich- commanded  a  good  tiew  of  the  fig^t-and 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  I  directed  the  railroad  battery^  com-, 
manded  most  efficiently  by  Lieutenant  Barry,  to  advance  to  the  front 
ao  as  to  clear  in  some  degree,  the  deep  cut  over  which  the  bridge 
was  thrown,  and  to  open  his  fire  upon  the  enemy's  masses  \)eloWy 
which  was  done  with  terrible  effect «  The  enemy  soon  brought  the 
fire  of  his  artillery  and  infsCntry  to  bear  upon  the  railroad  battery 
and  bridge,  whilst  h^  advanced  a  heavy  line  of  infantry  to  support 
|he  troops  already  engaged;  to  ^aptuce  our  artillery  and  turn  our 
right  flank.  General  McLaws  finding  himself  pressed,  sent  for  rein- 
forcements. I  despatched  at  once  two  regiments  of  "Griffith's  (now 
Barksdale's)  brigade,  the  seventeenth  reghnent.  Colonel  Holder,  •and 
the  twenty-first  regiment,  Colonel  Humphries.  These«were  gallant}y 
led  into  action — Major  Brent,  of  my  staff,  bearing  the  order.  Soon^ 
by  their  steadiness  and  excellence  of  fire,  as  attested  by  the  number 
of  dead  found  in  their  front  the  next  morning*  they  cheeked  the 
enemy,  who  were  repulsed  6y  the  whole  line  on  the  right  with  great 
eltlughter.  The  enemy  having  sent  still  additional  troops  to  sustain 
the  fight,  I^rected  Colonel  Barksdale  to  move  to  the 'support  of*  our 
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right  with  his  remaining  foree.  Th#jr  wer»  placed  in  reserve  under 
cover  of  a  wood,  where  j^ew  men  weire  wounded  from  the  long  range 
muaketa  of  the  enemy,  ^ight  coming  on,  their  services  were  not' 
required.^  The  battle  On  the  right  raged  witH  great  fory  for  about 
two  hoarSy  and  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict,  our  men  ^eepin^j 
on  their ^fms,  and  in  the  advanced  positions  wl^ioh  they  had  won. 

The  troops,  on  the  left  of  .the  road  were  not  engaged,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  pieces  of  artillery  attached  to  General  Jones'  division, 
which  did  good  servib^ disorganizing  the  enemy's  li%e,  and  causing 
his^ troops  to  change  position..    When  the  enemy  attempted  to  turn 
lOur  rigjit  flank,  I.  desired  to  move  a  portion  of  General  Jones'  cojn.' 
mand  to  the  right,  .to  operate  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  but  the  posi-, 
tion  of  his  troops  could  not  be  ascertained  until  it  was  too  late  to  do 
so.     In   the   meant\mS,  desiring  to   have  troops  in  hand*  ready  to 
reinforce,  still  further,  General  Mciiaws,  I  left  my  position  for  a  few 
moments  to  confer  ^ith  General  Cobb,  on  the  left,  from  whose  com- 
mand I  detached  a  regiment,  and  halted  it  near  the  railroad  bridge*  . 
Whilst  with  General  Cobby  an  aid-de-cam^  of  General^  Lee,  Major 
Taylor,  came  up  and  informed  me  that  Gepetal  Jackson  had  orders  .to. 
co-operate  with  me,  and  that  there  was  some  mistake' about  fhe  orders 
directing  him  elsewhere.     He  desired  to  see  General  Jackson,  but  not 
knowing  the  way  to  Gapevine  bridge.  Rev.  L.  W.  AUgi,  one  of  my. 
staff,  who  knew  the  counry  thoroughly,  volunteered  to  deliver  any/ 
message  he  might  send.     This  was  done,  and  General  Jackson  at- 
.  rived  in  person  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning,  to 
which. hoar  I  had  been  kept  up. by  thd  duties  of  the  nigbt.     He  in- 
formed me  that  his  troops  would  be  up,  probably,  by  daylight.     I 
then  slept  an  hour — the  first  in  forty-eight.     Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  Geperal  Jackson,  I  considered  the  sitbatmi  as  by  no  means  satis*  - 
factory.     N;ot  having  heard  from  Mr.  Allen  during  th'b  night,  I  was 
anoertain  whether  General  Jackson  had  obeyed  his  orders  to  go  else- 
where or  not,  and.  I  wa^  satisfied  that  there  was  at  least  a  corps  cCarmet 
in  onr  front,*  as  was  proved  next  mornihg,  bjr  our  having  taken  pris- 
oners from  three  divisions.     Th.e  proportion' of  the  enemy's  force  to 
•our  own  was  probably*  two  or  three  to  one/    J  therefore  ask^d  for 
reinforcements,  in  case  Generaf  Jackson  did  not  join  me. 

Early  in  the  morning,  on  Monday,  a  small  party* of  Texans,  of 
Hood's  brigade,  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  their  posi- 
tion en  the  night  i^efore.  Several  hividred  prisoners;  twenty-five 
hundred  sick  and  wounaed  in  the  hospitals,  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
and  a  considerable  number  .of  wounded  on  the  field,  fell  into  our 
hands.  Here*,  also,  some  of  our  own  prisoners  were  retaken,  among 
whom  was  the  gallant  CoU  Lamar,  of  Anderson's  brigade,  captured  by  « 
the  enemy  in  the  battle  oif  Goulding's  Farm.  I  sent  the  prisoners  to 
Richmond,  in  charge  of  Captain^  Q.  P.  Turntr,  of  the  Marine  Ct^rps, 
and  placed  Major  Wmy,  of  my  s^C.  who  had  been  of  great  service  to 
i^e  during. the  action,  in  charge  oWne  enemy's,  wounded,  the  hospital 
and  public  property.  .Our  loss  was  dome  four  hundred,  killed  and 
wounded,  whilst  I  estimate  that  of  the  enemy  to  .be  hot  less  than^ 
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tfarco  .thoneand,  killed  and  wounded — General  ScmmeB  reporting  not 
leBs  than  four  himdred  dead  in  front  of  his  tyugade  alone. 

In  this  ei>gagenient,  ivhich  was  very  obsnnate  and  well  contested, 
that  brilliont  and  gallant  soldier,  Gei^eral  Kershaw,  and  nis  brave 
South  Gardlinians,  were  partioularljQistinguishedy-  and  were  Fup-* 
ported  in  the  most' gallant,  manner  by  bblh  General  SemiiSe#  and  his 
brigade^  and  by  Colonel  Barksdale  and  the  two  regiments.of  Miesissip- 
:piai\s  who  Vere  in  the  action.     Captain  Kemper  was  intrepid  and 

•.  akili.ul  in  the  nllinagcment  of  his  guns ;  and  tlft  conduct'of  his  officers 
and  men  is  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation.     The  dauntless 
and  dashing  manner  in  which  Captain  Jnge,  of  Colonel  "Barl^sdale's* 
•staff,  discharged  his  duties,  under  a  fire  of  great  severity,  won  ^y 
admiration. 

My  thank^  are  due  to  Major  Bryan,  Major  ^Bpent,  Captain  G.  D. 
Monson,  and  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  my  ^t^,  for  the  meritorious  an cl 
'distinguished  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties  during  that 
d&y.  Lieutenants  Eustia  and  Allston,  my  aids-de-camp,  discharged 
iheir  varied  duties  with  Abl  and  gallantry.  Major  Bloomfield,  my 
«bief  quartermaster,  having  been  sent  from  the  field  by  General  Lee, 
\o  Richinond,  on  important  business,  returned  in  time  to  render  me 
gooa  service.  I  was  aUo  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Randolph  Bryan, 
volunteer  aid*  for  devoted  and  gallant  services  on  this,  as  on  many 
previous  occasions.  .    . 

Kext  morning  (Monday)  early,  I  received  orders  from  General  Lee 
in  person,  to.  proceed  with  my  command  to  the  Di^rbytpwn  road,  and 
'^  guide  was  furnished  me  by  him,  ta  conduct  me  thither.  I  promptly 
tput  my  coltimll  in  motk)n,  andmarched  some  twelve  miles  to  Timber- 
dake's  store,  on  the  Darh|town  road,  wherf  I  arrived  about  two  o'clock, 
a,  M.     There^I  received  a  note  from  General  Lee's  headquaVters^-in- 

,  'forming  me  that  he,  with  General  Longstreet,  ras  at  the  intersection  " 
*of  the  New  Market,  Charles  City  and  Quaker  ^roads,  and  enquired  how 
far  I  had  progressed  en  i^oute  to  that  ppint.  [See  paper  filed  no.  S.] 
Soon  after,  I  received  a  communication,  also  from  General  Lee,  through 
Major  Bloomfield,  directing  Dae  to  halt  and  rest  mjr  men,  but  to  be 
^read^  to  movo  at  apgf  time. '  •  .. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  my  command  remained  at  thi^  place  un- 
.til  about  half  past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Longstreet  to  go  trith  iny  command  to  the  aid  of  General 
Holmes,  on  tne  New  Market* road.  Tl^e  owr\^r  of  the  farm  at  New 
Market,  who  was  present  at  Timberlak'e's  store,  made  an  gffer,  whigh 
was  accepted,  to  ppint  ctut  a  short  route  to  Nbw  Market^  not  practica- 
ble for  artillery.     The  troops  were  instantljr  put  in  motion — theartiU 

^lery,  escorted  j^y  Semmes*  brigade,  proceeded  by  4}ie  Darby  town  road» 
the  infantry  by  the  shorter  one,  to  New  Market.  After  the  column 
had  marched,  I  received  another  order  from  General  Longstreet^ 
•directing  meio  send  ttre  infantryJhf  the  shortest  route,  and  to  aepend 
vpon-  him  for  artillery:  [See  paper  marked  No.  S.]  This  plan  having 
f>een  already  substantially  adopted,  was  adhered  to.  Soon  after,  % 
«ourier  informed^me  that  OolpAel  Chilton  wished  to  see  me  in  front,  on 
tiie  Darby  town  road,  and^hat  ha  was  sent  to  condoet^flia  to  him.    I 
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ittiinedMtteljr  gtUoped  wilb  him^  and  iSoand  Colonel  Chilton  near  the 
interaection  of  the  Darbjtovrn  and^^Long  Bridge  rbtis.  He  asked  me 
.where  my  command  was,  and  after  informing  him  what  disposition 
had  been  made  of  mj  command,  bj  order  of  General  Longstreet,  he 
said  he  would  show  me  where  my  right  would  be  placed  in  support  of  * 
General  Ilolmen ';  and,  conducting  me  tb^ough  the  troods  to  what  is 
known  as  the  River  road,  he  pointed  oot  the  intersection  of  the  road 
along  which  w^  came,  with  the  Jiliver  road,  as  the  point'at  which  my 
right  was  to  rest,  and  instructed  mejto  form  my  command  there,  a&d 
to  ma  rch  it  diagonally  through  the  woods,  and  I  would  thus  find  the 
position  in  which  I.Vould  support  General  Holmes. 

Having  previously  sent  a  staff  officer  to^briog  up  General  Semmes* 

'  brigade,  which  had  been^corting  the  artillery,  and  sending  another 
of  the  staff  to  New  Market  to  hasten  the  troopsv  I  left  another  staff 
officer  to  designate  the  point  indicated  by  Colonel  Chilton,  and  galloped, 

'  myself,  to  the  h-ont,  on  tha  River  road>  in  the  hope  of  finding  Greneral 
Holmes.  '         ^ 

After  going  about  a  mile,  without  being  able  to  see  qim,  and  it  be- 
ing near  sanset,  I.  directed  another  of  my  staff  to  find  him,  and  infofrm 
him  that  I  was  moving  up  to  his  support  on  his  left.  I  rptumel, 
myself,  to  the  position  of  General  Semmes,  to  which  I  had  ordered  my 
comm^^,  at  New  Market,  to  proceed  rapidly. .  I  ^  ord^ired  General 
Semmes  to  move  forward  through  the  woods,  in  %bedie1ioe  to  Colonel 
Chilton's  'directions.  He  replied,  that  it  was  impossible  to*  do  so, 
owing  to*  the  density  of  the  woods,  and  the  approaching  darkness, 
without  disorganizing  hta  command.  I  informed  him  it-was  Colonel 
Chilton's  order,  and  he  •  attempted  to  execute  it.  I  tlien  galloped 
towards  New  Market,  with  the  view  of  hurrying  forward  the  remaiuder 
of  my  command,  when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Loogstreet 
to  bfing  one-half  of  it  to  the  position  occupied  by  him,  and  very  soon , 
after  another  oader  from  Colonel  Ghiltoh  to*  proceed  with  the  whole  of 
it  to  General  Lougstreet.  Tuie  order  was  received  at  the  intersection 
of  the  .Darbytown  and  Long  Bridge  roads.  I  instantly  despatched 
Btaff  officers  to  bring  up  my  command,  directing  General  McLaws' 
divison,  which  had  be^n  engaged  the  day  before,  and  was-eztremely. 
fatigued,  to  form  thB  rear.  I  remained  at.  the  spot  until  the  head  of 
my  advancing  columns  reached  it,  when,  having  ordered  themforv^ard 
•on  the  Long  Bridge  road,  I  proceeded  rapidly  to  the  front,  a^d  re- 
ported myself  to  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet.  Genenil  Lee  dircLC^ed: 
me,  as  soon  as  my  troops  came  up,  to  relieve  those.pf  General  Long- 
8tre^t,^on  hia4ate  bittle-field,  *about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  front.  Pro- 
ceeding to  Hio  b.attle-field,  I  directedgpie  necessary  dispositions  of  the 
troops  CO  be'made.f*as  soon  as  they  sffould  come ;  and  was  occupied  on« 
duty  until  fhree  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Tuesday  morning.  Having  slept 
about' an  hour,  I« proceeded,*  before  sunrise,  to  our  fronts  whrre  I 
learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been  felt,  according  to  Genera*!  Lee''a 
instructions,  durih);  the  night,  were  still  in  position.  Making  tixe 
necessary  disf^sitions  as  rapidly  as  possible,  which  could  not  be 
properly  done  in  the  darkness  of  Ihe  preceding  niglU:,. I  advanced* a 
l^no  of    battle^  eapturing  some  prisoners  and  ahoapit^of  inffundedi 
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men.  I  fdund  t^t  the  trooptf  in  -front  wer«%>nl j  a  Mnall  rear  guards 
a  portion  of  wh'ctt  made  their  escape.  Mv  skirmishers'soon  canie  itt 
contact  with  those  of  General  Jaekson,  bnt,  fortunately^  recognizing 
each  othe?,  a  poUision'  was  avoided.  Being  anxious  to  pursue  these 
shght  successes  by  pressing  en^  the  retiring  enemy ^  I  desired,  after 
the  junction  with  General^  JaxiKson^s  forces,  to  continue  my  direct 
movement  to  the  fronts  and  volunteered,  with  my  command,  to  lead 
in  the  pursuft  of  the  enemy.  General  Jackson  i^eplied  that  bis  troops 
were  fresher  than  mine  ;  and  General  Lee  then  directed  me  to  pro* 
ceed  by  the  Quaker  road,  and  to  form  on  the  right  of  Jackson,  .  Hav^ 
ing  been  provided  with  three  guides,  soldiers  b5rn  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  who  knew,  thoroughly  all  the  roads>  I  put  my  troops  in 
motion,  right  in  front,  to  march  on  the'^^uaker  road,  which  w;a0 
nearly  parallel  to  that  on  which  Jaekson  marched,  with  a  view  of 
forming  a  line  of  battle  to  the  left,  and  thus  odoupying  that  road,  and 
resting  my  left  on  Jackson's  right.  General  L6ngstreet  having 
expressed  ^some  doubt  as  to  the  roac^  in  qij^estion  being  the  Quaker 
road,  I  examined  the  guides  separately,  and  was  satisfied  that  they 
were  right.  I  informed  him  that  if  he  would  give-  mc  an  order  to 
move  by  any  other  road  I  would  obey  it  with  pleasure.  This  he  de* 
clined  to  do,  ^therefore  marched  as  originally  ordered,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  on  this  road.  General  Longstreet,  who  had  now  o#rtakea 
me,  expressed  again  his  convictions  that  this  could  not  bCthe  Quaker 
road",  and  desired  that  I  should  return  to  another  road,  parallel  to 
this,  but  nearer  to  Jackson's  right.  An  order  to  the  same  effect 
having  beei^  comtaunicated  by  a  staff  officer  of  General  Lee,  about 
this  time,  I  marched  in*  the  new  direction*.  *  It  turned  out,  however, 
that  the  road  to  atld  along  which  I  had  been  marching,  following  the 
guides  was,  and  is,  the  Quaker  road — the  only  one  universally  known 
as  such  by  the  people  in  (bat  country.  [See  the  affidavits  of  the  three 
guides  and  Mr.  Binford,  marked  No.  4,  &c.J  General  Lee  then 
directed  me  to  place  my  troops  on  the  right  of-  Hugej,  who,  in  th^ 
meantime,  had  formed  on  the  right  of  Jackson.  This  I  did  as  far  ae 
the  ground'^ould  permit,  placing  my  three  divisions  en  echelon  to  the 
fight  and  rear.  1  bad  scarcely  made  thes.a  arrangements,-  when  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to  stipport  General  Arm* 
istead  on  his  right.  '  Barksdale's  brigade  being  already  to  hjs  right 
and  sear,  I  orplered  Cobb's  to  his  immediate  support,  preceded  by  the 
sixteenth  Georgia  regiment,  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  which  he  placed 
still  further  to  his  right  flank,  as  skirmishers,  to  protect  it,  whilat 
the  infantry  of  Cobb's  legion  was  posted  to  protect  the  &r|fllery.  "  The 
enemy  had  for  some  time  pre^us  opened  a  heavy  cannonade  .on  the 
position  occupied  by  my  troops,  from  the  effects  of  which  a  caisson 
•exploited,  and  we  vjere  in  danger  of  losing  our  men. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  front,  in  adVance  of  Cdbb's  brigade,  I  re* 
-eonnoitered  the  enemy's  position,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  PhiU 
lips  and  Colonel  Edmunds,  sent  by  General  Armisteadr,  From  two 
points  in  the  opeo.  field* the  enemy  could  be  well  8%en.  I  foundtS 
part  of  General  Armistead's  brigade  lying  in  order  of  battle,  under 
the  brow  of  a  hill,  co.vered  by  woed,  through  whicl^  i^4  pasaeiiy 
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pHralM  to  tfce  edge  of  ^he  fieH  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  woo3 
throiagh  whiih  my  troops  had  to  pass  to  reach 'this  roUd,  was  very 
At%^,  and  the  •  ground  very  diflScult.  *  I  immediately  Selected  this 
road  as  the  best  position  to  form  ^oopRy*designed  to  operate  against 
the  enemy,  whilst  the  hill  atid  wood  rn  front  aflFbrdei'a  strong  posi- 
tion for  a  permanent  line  of  battle.  In  this  reconnoissanoe^  I.fotind 
the  <nemy  to  be  strongly  posted  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  cbmmandlng  ah 
ttndnlating  field  between  us,  which  fell  qfl  to  pur  right  into  a  plain  or 
vieadow,  a  portion  of  the  latter  bordering  on  the  Quaker  road  from 
1  which  I  had  just  returned.  The  enemy  having  reached  these  heights, 
and  plaoed  himself  in  communication  with  his  gunboats  on  the  ri^er, 
i  was  satisfied  from  the  positiop  of  his  lines,  and  from  the  cheering 
which  had  taken  place  when  his  troops  were  thus  reacssembled,  that 
the  whole  artny  of  Nl'Clollan  was  in  our  front.  His  batteries  of  ar- 
tillery were  numerous,  and  were  collected  into  (2)  two  large  bodies, 
ftrpngly  supported  by  infantry,  and  commanded  perfectly  the  meadow 
on  our  right,  and  the  field  in  our  front,  except  the  opeYi  ravines 
formed  by  the  undulations  of  tKe  ground.  Beyond  the  hill,  to  the^ 
rear  of  that  occupied*  by  the  enemy,  since  known  as  **Malvern  Hill,'' 
firing  had  taken  place  in  the  morning  frDm  a  battery  posted  in  that 
direccion,  ^hich  aho  commanded  the  meadow,  or  a  considerable  poix 
tion  of  it.  '  The  fi'eld  in  which  the  batteries  nearest  to  us  were  place  1, 
is  called  "Crew's  farm,"  and  the  best  line  of  approach  to  these  bat- 
teries seemed  to  be  to  the  right  and  fronti  under  the  cover  of  the  hills 
formed'by  the  falling  off  t)f  this  field  into  the  meadow.  General  Arra- 
ktead  having  informed  me  that  General  Longstreet  would  send  him 
two  batteries,  I  deemed  such  an  artillery  force  inadequate,  and  soon 
after  I  ordered  Lieutenarjt  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  Chief,  of  Artillery,  to 
fcring  up  from  all  the  batteries  thirty  rifie  pieces,  if  pos^ble.  With 
Aeael  hoped  to  shatter  the  enemy^s  infantry;  but  as  they  did  not  ar- 
five,  the  interval  was, perhaps,  too  brief  before-I  was  ordered  to  maktf 
the  attack.  Returning  rapidly  to  the  portion  occupied  b^ the  remainder 
of  my  troops,  I  gave  Brigadier  General  Jones  the  necessary  orders 
fifr  the  advaifce  of  his  division,  composed  of  Anderson'g  and  'ftombs* 
krigftde^s,  one  of  which  (Anderson'*),  had  already  occupied  the  posi- 
tion lately  held  by  Cobb  Whilst  this  was  being  done,  a  heavy  and 
crnahinrg  fire  was  opened  from  the  enemy's  guns,  6f  great  rafige  and 
metal.  About  this  time,  I  received  an  order  .from  ColonerChilton;- 
atating  that  an  order- had  been  given  to  Gencrfil  Armretead,  when  hia 
artillery  fire  had  broken  the  enemy's  lines,  as  it  probably  "would  do, 
to  **charge  with  a  yell,'*  and  directing  me  to  do  the  same.  [See  pa^ 
per  filed,  .marked  No.  6.]  I  ogdn-  gave  orders  to  hasten  the 
moi^ements  of  the  troops,  and  sjiperintended  them  in  person,  as  far  as* 
it  was  possible.  The  enemy's  fire  by  this  titne  became  intense, 
I  lien  received  an  order  f^om  General  Lee,  through  Captain  Dicjcin- 
00&,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  "(6  aivance  rapidly,  pregs  forward 
Ay  whole  lin'e,  and  follow  Armistead's  successes,  afi  the  enemy  were 
reported  to  be  getting  off.'*  (General  Armistead  had.  repulsed, 
djrivM  back  and  followed  up  a  heavy  body  o^  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ora.)     I  Sm  paper  marked  No/ 6.1    Captain  I>ickin80Q  ^formed  mo 
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by  note,  at  the  same  time,  that  MahoW«  tod  Ransom^fi  brigades  of 
Hager's 'division;  would  be  ordered  up  immediately.  Having  com- 
pleted the  necessary  arrangements  for  my  three  divisions,  and  i|oi 
feeling  myself  at  liberty  to  hesitate,  under  the  stringency  of  my  iir*- 
structions,  I  g^Uoped  to  the  front,  and,  at- the  req^ucst  (^.General 
Wright,  again  reconnoitored  the  enemy,  in  company  with  himself  and 
General  'Armict6ad,  from  the  meadow  Qn  the  right  and  the  hill  ilk 
front,  and  arranged  with  them  a  simultaneous  attack,  from  that  pore- 
tion  of  the  line  under  my  colnifland.  'Soon  after,  Mahone's  brigade^ 
having  arrived,  and  the  hour  growing  late,  I  gave  the- order  that 
Wrjglit's  brigade,  supported  by  Mahone's  should  advance  and  attack 
the  enemy^s  batteries  on  the  right.  That  Jones'  tlivision,  expected 
inom«^ntarily«  should  advance  on  the  front,  and  Ransom's  brigade 
should  attack  on  the  loft.  My  plan  being  to.  hurl  about  fifteen  thou* 
sand  men  against  the  enemy's  batteries  and  supporting  infantry,  t» 
follow  up  a)iy  sticcesscs  they  might  obtain,  and  if  unable  to  drive 
the  enemj^from  his  strong  position,  to  continuo  the  fight  in  frbiit,  Ky 
pouring  in  fresh  troops,  and  in  case  they  were  repuiaod,  to  hold 
strongly  the  lino  of  battle  where  I  stood,  to  prevcnU  serious  disaster 
to  our  own  arms.    ,  * 

This  plan  was  substantially  carried  out,  producing  the  favorable 
feeults  whiph  followed. '  Proceeding  tt>  execute  it,  I  sent  my  principal 
adjutant  general,  Major  Henry  Bryan,  ta  put  in  motion  the  brigade 
of  General  Wright.  This  yas  abouf  half  pant  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Having  given  Major  Bryan  ample  time  to- execute  this  order,  aad 
finding  Jones'  divjsioci  not  yet  up,  owing  to  the  extreme  difficulVjr  of 
the  gi;ound  over  which'he  had  to  pass,  and  having  sent  off  ierU  my 
staff  officers  on  urgent  errands,  I  proceeded  1o  address  a  few- words 
to  Mabone's  brigade  and  ordered  it  forward!  Returning  rapidlv  to 
tlie  centre,^  directed  General  Armistead  to  advance  with  the  remain- 
4er  of  his  brigade.  Being  informed  by  him  that  his  best  troops  were 
already  in  fro^t,  these  in  hand  being  raw,  I  directed  the  three  regi- 
ments of  Cobb's  brigade,  then  on  the  spot,  instead  of  Armistead'» 
force,  to  advance  in  line  and  attack*  the  enemy  in  front,  and  th^ 
moved  forward  accorc^ngly,  without  delay.  At  this  moment,  I  sent 
an  mdef^  to  General  Ransom,  on  my  left,  to  advance ;  and  I  pro* 
cccded  ^person  to  Colonel  Baiksdale's  brigade,  of  my  own  division,,' 
tuperitit^de*!  its  formation,  and  directed  him  to  advance  to  the  sup* 
port  of  tfaq  troops  who  had  blret^dy  preceded  him  on  the  right.  Here 
the  fire  of.  the  enemy's  grape,  Bhrapnell  and  round  shot  was  terrific^ 
stiipping  the  limls  from  the"trce»,  aiid  ploughing  up  the  groumi 
Qpder  our  feet;  This  g^illant  brigade,  not  quailiitg  for  ^n  instant^ 
•.lidvanced  steadily  ihto  the  fight.  On  my  return  to  the  position  I  had 
selected,  and  to  which  I  directed  my  staff  officers  to  report,  I  learned 
by  note  from  G-enerai  Hansom,  that  i^eithe^  he  ncr  General  Hnger 
knew  where  the  battery  was,  and*that  all  orders  coming  to  him  mutt 
come  through  General  Uugcr.  [See  papei*  filed,  No.  7;}*  I  sent  soy* 
cral  staff  officers  successively,  urging  him  to  advance  to  the  front 
and  attack  on  the  left,  and  m  support  of  these  who,  by  this  time; 
were  hotly  engaged,  but  this  .gallant  officer  felt  himself  oettKranied 
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to  obey  bM  iDBtnicti^ns,  and  withheld  the  ^esired  supports  He  Devorw 
theFesB,  afierwards  sent  i^e  one  regiment,  which  was  ordered  into  . 
action  on  the  left  o£  those  already  engaged. .  The  fire  of  musketry 
and  artillery  now  raged  with  terrific  fury.  The  battle-field  'was  en- 
veloped .in  smoke,  relieved  only  by  flashes  from  the*  lines  of  the 
contendiiig  troops.  Round  shot  and  grape  crashed  through  the 
woods ;  and  shells  of  enormous  sise,  which  .reached  far  beycnd  the 
headquarters  of  our  gallant  Commander-in-Chief,  burst  amidst  the 
artillery  parked  in  the  rear.  Belgian  missiles  and*  i^innie  balls  lent 
their  aid  to  this  scene  of  surpassing  grandeur  and  sdblimity.  Amidst 
all>  our  gallant  troops  in  front  pressed  on  to  victory,  now  cheered  by 
the  rapid  fire  of  friends  on  their  leit,  as  they  had  been  encouraged  in 
jheir  advance  by  the  gallant  brigades  on  the  'iright,  comttiatided  by 
Generals  Wright  and  Mahonet  Nevertheless',  the  enemy,  from  his 
strong  ^position  and  great*  numbers,  resisted  stoutly  the  .onset  of  our 
heroic  bands,  and,  bringing  into  action  his  heavy  reserves,  some  of 
our  men  were  compelledto  fall  back.  They  were  easily  rallied,  how- 
ler, and  led  a^ain,  with  fury,  to  the  attach.  The  noble,  accomplished 
and  gaUant  Harrison,  commander  of  the  "  Charle^  City  Troop,*' 
unitingthis  exertions  with  my  own,  rallied  regiment  after  regiment, 
and  leading  one  of  them  to  the  front,  fell,,  pierced  with  seven  wounds', 
near  the  enemy's  batteries.  Holding  the  strong  position. of  the  wood 
and  ravine  with  one  regiment  of  Armistead's  brigade,  I  ordered  tne 
remaiutier  of  hi6  brigade  to  the  support  of  those  in  front ;  and  about 
this  time  that  skillful,  and  devoted  officer.  General  Ransom,  led  his* 
brigade  forward,  having  obtained  the  requisite  ^upthority,  and  gave 
further  support  to  the  left  of  our  line,  whilst  General  Jones,  having 
overcome  the  great  difiiculties  of  the  ground  over  which  he  had  te 
pass,  gallantly  eupported  the  troops  on  our  right  with*  Colonel  An- 
derson's brigade  of  his  division  ;  the  othar.  General  Toombs'  brigade, 
having  obliqued  to  the  left,  where  it  was  formed  in  the  road,  and  l^t 
its  stfpport  to'some  of  the  Teserve  troops  which  wate  brought  into 
aotiom  Towards  the  close  of  the  action,  I  received  another  order 
from  Colonel  Chilton  '*  to  press  the- eaemy  on  my  right,"  stating  that 
General  McLaws'  divisiOi^  *•  had  gone  in  fresh."  [See  copy  filed.  No. 
8.}  That  division  not  having  reached  the  wood  bordering  on  the 
open.field  in  advance,!  despatched  'Major  HOlcsted,  of  the  Zouave 
battalion^  acting  tcmporaVily.  OCT  my  staff,,  to  hasten  it  forward^and 
bring  up  two  batteries  of/artillery,  which  I  desired  to  have  in  hand 
for  anything  that  might  occuc.  Not  being  able  to  find  the.command^p 
.of 'the  division,  General  McLaws,  and  it  being  near  dusk.  Major  Hyl- 
le«ted  jgave  the  orders  directly  ^o  the  commanders  of^brigades.  The'se 
brigades  were  in  line  of  hattle  at  Mrs.  Carter's, house,  with  an  inte'r- 
▼il  of  abiput  one  hundred  yards  between  t^ni  *ibr  the  passage  of 
artillery.  These  eommanders,  Kershaw  and^emmes,  wi^h*  the' gal- 
lantry and  promptness  wfiich*  haVe  characterised  them  on  every 
oeeasion,  advanced  with  their  iyigades  at  once  ;  General  Semmes  to 
Ae  right,  and  General  Korstliw  to  .the  left,  increasing  their  intorval 
astthey  passed  through  the  dense.»wood,  which  intervened  between 
^meud  the  enemy's  posithm,  and  gCMUg.into  actioa  ok  the  jtigjiki 
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md  loft  6f  the  poaition  oecypied  by  myself.  Tkeir  engagement  wiflf 
tiie  enemy  ytm  Dot  known  to  me.  until  Jialf^paet  eight  o'clock*,  at 
which  tiiiie  Major  HylleBtod,  who  h^d  gone  BtilJ  farther  to  the  rear 
for  the  artillery,  reported  to  me.  their  advance  to  the  front.  Thee^ 
gallant  leaders  engaged  the  enemy  with  vigor  and  devotion,  and, 
thx)agh  the  batteries  were  not  carried,  contributed  n:ach  to  the  root,, 
panic  and  demoralizatioi)  which  marked  the  enemy's  escape  from  the 
'  battle-field  at  an  early  hour  of  the  night. 

Previous  to  the*arrival  of  General  McLawa'  division,  I  had'aetilf 
for  reinforcements,  having  determined  to  retain  the  ground  we  had 
gained  in  front,  if  possible,  and  to  hold  the  strong  position  of  the  wood 
and  ravine  'at  all  hazgrds,  1^  guard  against  any  reverse.  Troops  were 
sent  me  from  General  A.  P.  Uiira  command,  and  two  brigades  kepf 
at  hand,  to  be  used  in  case  of  neces3ily.  I  regret  that  I  have- been 
unable  as  je^  to  procure  the  reports  of  their  commanders.  Darkness 
bad  now  set  in,  and  I  thought  of  withdrawing  the  troops,  but  as  we 
bad  gainet^many  advantage8>  I  concluded  to- let  the  Battle  subside, 
and  to  occupy  the  fields  which  was  done  to  wjthin  one  hundred  yarA 
ef  the  enemy's  guns.  Pickets  were  accordingly  established  by  Brig- 
adier. Generals  Mahone  and  Wright,  whose  brigades  slept  on  the  bat- 
tle-field in  the  advanced  positions  they  had  won.  Armistead's  brigade 
and  a  portion  of  Ransom's  also  occupied  the  battle- field.  The  enemy 
retreated  precipitately  during  the  night  from  this* strong  place  which 
he  intended  to  occupy,  and  which. he  had  commenced  to  fortity, 
having  reached  his  gunboats,  the  latter  taking  part  in' the  battle..  He 
left  ou  the  battl«4eld  bis  dead  and  wounded,'  spiked  and  abandoned 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  leaving  caissons,  ambulances,  wagons,  and 
large  quantities  of  medical,  commissary,  and  ordnanoe  storeawn  oar 
hands.  He  threw  into  the  ravines  a  large  amount  of  ammunition, 
and  strewed  4;he  road^  withe  thousands  of  muskets,  cartridge  boxes, 
&o.,  in  his  flight  down  the  river.  [See  paper  No  9,  Colonel  Cobb's 
lefter.]  He  was;/orced  to  retire  a  greater  distance  from  Richitfbnd, 
and  to  relinquish  a  healthy  and  commanding  position,  which  be  has 
since  attempted  in  vain  to  retaJce.  Notwithstanding  the  strength  of 
the  enemy's  position,  his  great  numerical  superiority  and  the  dTifficnl- 
ties  of  reaching  him,  our  loss  in  killed  and  wbunded  will  compare 
favorably  in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged,  with  that  sustained 
in  most  of  the  previous  engagements  near  Richmond.  It  will  not  ex* 
oeed,  I  think,  twenty -nine  .hun(lred  (2,900)  killed,  and  wounded,-  out 
of  a  force  of  twenty-six  oi:  twenty-.eight  thousand  under  my 
orders,  epgaged  and  under  fire,  whilst,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  I  esti-  , 
mote  at  between  six  and  seven  thousand  from  the  fire  of  my  troope 
alone.  *'        .  ' 

There  was  no  iirfa||fry  attack  by  General  Holmes,  on'fiy  rights 
as  far  as -I  can-  Iear7  The  reports,  of  the.  officers  commanding 
OA  my  left  will  doubtless  make  known*  their  operations.  The  officers 
and  men  under  my  command  fought  g^erally  with  the  greatest*  hero- 
ism ai^d  devotiqn,  and  though  some  coniiisioB  arosle,  firom  the  great 
4ista'nce  which  had  to  be  traversed,*  the  narrowness  of  the  fields  and 
extreme  severity  of  the  ene^my's  fire,  there  were  n^  evidenees  of  panic. 
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and  Ifce  in«ii  were  eitsilj  rallied  and  led  <^  the  field.  My  ccKDinaucl^ 
of  three  diyisioBB,  being  separated  &om  the  vagooB,  had  been  alinoet 
eofistantlj  maurching  from  Suaday  morniiig  until  Tuesday  eveuingi 
vith'  little  Bleep  and  without  food,^  being  deemed  by  mo  imprudeat 
to  block  op  a  narrow  toad  with  a  wagon  train.  They  were  or* 
dered,  after  the  battle  was  over,  by  their  respective  commanders,  to 
the  positlona  from,  which  th^y  went  into  action,  to  obtain  supplies  of 
food  and  water.  The  offici^rs  and  men  composing  Joaes'  division  der 
aerye  special  commends^ion  {or  Che  faithful  and  fe^less  manner  in 
^hich  they  per forjaed  their  perilous 'duties  at  the  stations  known^ag 
Ganiett's  and  Price's  farms,  and  for  their  impetuous  gallantry  asdis* 
played  in  the  actions  of  .^he  27th  and  2£tb  of  June  opposite  Gould*- 
iDg*s  farm. 

In  the  brigade,  comihanded  )>j  the  gallant  Generifl  Semm4d,-  Colo* 
nela  August  and  Oumming,  fifteenth  Yirgiuia  and  tenth  Georgia  regi-» 
ments,  and.LienteDant  G^onel  Waggaman,  of  the- tenth  Louisiaoa^ 
vexe  particularly  dietin^i^hod,  the  two  former  being  wounded  and 
thn  last  taken. prisoner .  In  reference  to  other  highly  meritorious  offi- 
cers of  ihe  line,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  paper,  marked 
%{<^..  12,. containing  the  names  of  those  who  are  specially  noticed  in 
the  reports  of  the  division,  bfigi|de  and  regimental  commanders.  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  con  duct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
I^rigades  attacking  in  front — Brigadier  General  .Mahone,  command- 
ing the  second  brigade  Virginia  volunteer's,  and  General  Wright^ 
third  brigade,  both  of  Huger's  division;  Colonel.  B^rksdale,  com- 
nan  ding  third  Mississippi  bVigade  of  Magruder's  diviaion;  Colonel 
2forwood,  second  Louisiana  regioient,  mortally  woanded,  commanding 
three  regiments/ Cobb's  brigade,  Magruder's  division;  Major  Ashtcn/ 
of  the  same  negiraent,  who  fell  .lieroically,  bearing  the  colors  of  his 
regiment  to  th4  front;  Colonel  Dowd^. fifteenth  ^orth  Carolina;  CoL 
onel  Goode  Bryan,  sixteenth  Geor.iia, .Cobb's  legion,  who. had  been 
relieved  from  picket  duty,  and  led  his  regiment  gaUantly  int^  tie 
tuickeat  of  the  fights  with  the  coolness  and  ability  ^bieh  characterized 
th^  well-trained  soldier ;  Colonels  Holder  and  Ori^n,  and  Lieuten- 
Colonel  Brandon,  of  the  third  Mississippi  bripkde,  who  were  all 
sorerely  grounded  wh^t  gallantly  leading  their  regiments  into  action  ; 
also,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,,  thirteenth  Mississippi^  who  was  borne 
from  the  field  nounded,  and  Lieutenanir  Colonel  Flser,  Lieut^  Col. 
Ijuse,  Major  McElroy,  and  C&ptain  Brooks,,  on  whom  the  regimcutal 
commands  devolve4,  all  discharged  their  duti^  with  signal  ability. 
Captain  Inge,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  this  brigade,  distil* 
guiehed  in  every  path  whfre  duty- leads  to  peril,  was  most  conF.pidu-* 
OOB  on  this  fieId,*whero  he  won  for  himself  the  united  commendation 
«f  the  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  to  whose  testimony  I  can 
add  my  own  from  personal  observation.  Colonel  Uodgers  and  Lieu* 
tenant  Colonel  Evans^  of  the  fourteenth  Virginia  ;.  CqlOnel  Edmunda 
and  Major  Cabell,.thirty-eightl^  Virginia,  ^i  Colonel- Tomlin,  of  the, 
Ihirty-secpnd  Virginia,  all. deserved  the  commendation  of  (heir  brig<» 
ade  commanders  and  my  own.*  Brigadier .  general  Armiste^  h^  ' 
the  line'of  battle  in  the  wood  i^hich,  skirted  the  field,  and  after  bring-^ 
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ing  on  the  action  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  by  repnlaing  an  attack 
of  a  heavy  body  of  the  enemy's  akirmiehers,  ekilfally  lent  support  to 
the  contending  troops  in  front,  Vhen  it  was  required.  Brigadier 
General  Cobb,  whose  brigade  w^  posted  at  three  different  stationa, 
occupied  a  central  position*  near  General  Armistead,  and  rendered 
gallant  and  useful  service,  n6t  only  by  the  promptness  and  skill  -with 
''yhich  h^  came  forward,  and  placed  his  troops  in  front,  in  support  of 
General  Armisiead,  but  by  the  devotioi^  with  which  he  rallied,  under 
an  extremely  heavy  fire,  bodies  of  troops  which  had  suffered  severely 
from '  the  ene.my.  Brigadier  General  Jones,  with  his  admirable 
division  of  gallant  Georgians,  the  brigades  comqianddd  by  General 
Toombs. and.  Colonel  Anderaon,  lent  officiept  support  to  the  troops 
in  frent,^ enabling  them  to  maintain  their  ground. 

I  regret  to  Jose  the  services  of  my  gallant  and  efficient  assistant 
adjutant  general,  Major  Henry  Bryan,  who  was  twice  aeverely  wounded, 
whilst  accompanying  Cobb's  brigade  to  the  attack  on  the  batteries.- 

My  Jthanks  are  especially  dae  to  my  s^es-de-camp.  Lieutenants 
f  Allston,  Eustis ;  Lieutenant  Colonel- Qary,  inspectorgenoral;  Major 
Bloomfield,  chief  quartermaster ;  Major  Brent,  chief  of  ordnance: 
Major  Hyllested,  of  the  Zouave  battalion,  acting  aid-de-cjan^>,  Cap^ 
tain  Dickinson,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of 
the  jCbnfederate  cavalry  ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Btanard,  A.  A.  D.  C,  and  Mr. 
J.  Randolph  Bryan,  A.  A.  D.  C,  for  distinguished  andgallant ser- 
vices on  the  field.  My  chief  commissary,  Major  A.  B'.  Magroder, 
discharged  all  his  duties  to  my  entire  sacisfaction.  I  am  iJso  in* 
debted  to  Captain  Coward,  of  General' Jones' *8taff,  for  gallant  and 
valuable  services'..  Captain  Morris,  of  the  signal  corps,  Mr.  D.  F. 
'  Brashear  and  A.  C.  Dickinson,  carried  my  orders  on  the  field,  and 
rendered  good  service.  The  brave  and  devoted  troopers  of  the  Ghsries 
City  cavalry  weveon  this,  a^  on  all  other  occasions,  dtstinguished  for 
the  promptness,  intrepidity  and  intelligence,  with  which  they  dis* 
charged  their  .important  duties.  To  their  chivalric  and  enterpmiog 
lieutenant,  (Hill  garter,  Jr.,)  I  owe  a  publio  acknowledgement  of  the 
great  services  he  has  rendered  the  country  on  every  occasion  which 
presented  itself  wfthin  .the  last  fifteen  months.'  I  beg  leave  to  bear 
testimony  to  -tho  gallantry,  Qkill  and  ability^  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stephen  D.  Lee,  my  chief  of  artillery.- 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  though  the  general  order  of^attk,  directing 
the  weeks,'  operations,  required  the  chief  engineer,  Major  Stevens,  to 
assign  engineer  officers  to  each  division,  whoso  di;ty  it  should  be  **  to 
make  provision  for  overcoming  all  difficulties  to,  the  progress  of  the 
troops,''  no  engineer  officer  was  sen^  to  mof  Lieutenant  Douglass,  of 
the  engineers,  had  been  attached  to  my  staff,  but  was  relieved  from 
that  position;  and  although  I  had  applied  for  his  services* to  the 
headquarters  of  the  army,,  more  than  once,  I  could  •not  obtain  them; 
nor  was  any  other  sent  in  his  place. 

Afi  to' the*  t'lufe  when  ihe  attack  oq,  the,  enemy's,  batteries  in/roat 
was  mad^  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  whose  advanced  troops  led 
in  the. attack  from  the  c^tre,  states  in  his  report,  that,  in  the  charge, 
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Ae  tar^ades  ot  Mahone  andWriglit  eama  op  immediately  on  his 
rigbty  Cobb's  brigade  dlosal?  followiq^  hjs  adranoe. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  '         ' 

Very  resplbtfally,  yonr  obedient  seryant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRtJDER, 

Majcr  Gteneml, 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF.  GiENEfiAL  MAGRUDER. .  ■ 

•  •  •    •  • 

•    ^  '  Richmond,  September  9,  1862.     i 

General  S,  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  i?  ill  forward,  at  once,  to 
th^  Secretaty  <jf  War  the  enclosei  paper,  mflirked  A,  (remarks  of 
General  Lee  on  the  report  of  ]?Iajor  General  J.  B.  MaCgruder  of  .the 
operationrof  his  command  near  Richmond,)  and  the  paper  B,  (state- 
ment cf  General  Magruder  in  explanation  of  General  Lee'a  remarks 
on  General  Ma^ruder's  report  of  the  operations  of  his  command  near 
Richmond,)  in  order  thStt  they  §iay  be  submitted  to  the  President 
without  df  lay,  *  ^  . 

The  papers  numbered  1^  2  and  3,  herewith  .enclosed,  pefer  to  mj 
report  of  operations  of  myfsoulmand  near  Richmond,  with  which 
I  beg  leave  to  rudest  that  y4)u  will' have  theiti  filed,  in  order  that  my 
Feport  may  stand  complete.  They  have  been  previously  filed  with, 
my  report  of  my  operations  on  the  Peninsula,  to  which  they  do  not 
refer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servrnt, 

.  J.  Bankheaet  Magruder, 

^ojor  General. 

m  ■ 

From  General  Lee  tp  Secretary  of  War,  •    . 

-  Hbapquarters  Department  OF  Northern  VrRGiKiAy  > 

Jugust  14,  1862.      J 

Hon.  G.  W.  Randolph,    .  •  »  ^       ' 

Secretary  *of  War,  Rickm^dfVa,:  *. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  Major  General 
Magruder,  and  the  officers  of  his  command,  of  the  operations  rn  the 
late  engagements  around  .Richmond.  At  the  request  of  General  Ma- 
gruder, I  forward  the  report,  without  the  delay  which  would  necessi- 
rily  attend  its  accompanj^ing  my  own,  which,  for  the  want  of  the  • 
reports  oi.other  division  commanders,  I  am  unaUe  to  subpait.  I  have 
only  been  able  to  give  It  a  cursory  examination,  and  to  append  such 
remarjcs  as  were*8ugge$ted  in  ks  perusal. 

General  Magruder  appears  to  have  greatly  .exertj^^ himself  to  ac- 
complish' the  duty  devolved  on  Him^  and  I  can  hear  testimony  to  the 
uniform  alacrity  he.displayed  in  its  execution.  He  had  many  difficul- 
ties* to  contend  with,  I  know.  I  regretted  at  the  time,  andstHl  regfet, 
that  they  could  not  have  been  more  readily  overcome.  I  feel  assured, 
however,,  that  Genial  Magruder  intentionally  omitted  nothhig .  that  , 
he  cotlld  do  to  epsare  succeas.  W 

I  am^  most  respectfully,  {^onr  obedient  servant. 

.    .     *  .  ^        .  E.  ErLa^  General. 
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Rmarks  of  General  Lee  on  the  Ra>orf  of  Major  General  Ma^rudery  of, 
the  recent  operations  qf  his  comtfiand  near  Richmond, 

1.  General  Magnider  ia  under  a  mUapprebension  ae  to  the  separa- 
tion of  tlie  troops  operating  on  the  north  ^de  of  the  Ghickahomioyy 
from  thoee  under  himself,  and  Genial  Hqger,  on  the  south  side.  He 
refers  to  this  subject  on  pages  2,  3,*  4,  H,  6  and  7  of  his  report. 

The  troops  oi^  the  two  sides  of  the  river  were  only  separated  until 
we  succeeded  in  occupying  the  position  near  what^s  knoiru  as  New 
Bridge,  which  occurred  before  t^welve  o'clock  M.,  on  Friday,  June  27, 
and  before  the  attack  Sn  the  enerayjeit  Gaines*  Mill. 

From  the  time  we  reached  the  position  referred  to,«I  regarded  com-* 
munication  between  the  two  wings  of  our  army  as  re-established. 

The^brid^e  referred  to,  and  another  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
aboTe,  were  ordered  to  be  repaired  before  noon,  on  ,4*riday,  and  the 
Sew  Bridge  was  sufficiently  rebuilt  to  bypassed  by  artillery  on  Fritiay  ' 
night,  and  the  one  above  It  was  used  for  the  passage  of  wagons,  am- 
bulances, and  troops  early  on  Saturday  .morning. 

Besides  this,  all  other  bridges  above  New  Bridge,  and  all  the  fords 
above  that  poiut  were  open  to  us. 

t.  Major  General  Huger's  division  was  ordered  to  move,  o0  Sunday, 
by  the  Charles  City  road.  It  was  not  mtended,  or  directed  to  move 
by  the  Williamsburg  road,  as  General  Magruder  seems  to  have  under- 
fitood  me  to  say,  on  Sunday,  the  S9th  June.  *(See  report,  p.  8.) 

S.  General  Magruder  sent  a  member  of  his  staff  to  me  on  Sunday, 
when  he  had  reached  *^  Fair  Qaks/^  and  requested  to  b%  reinforced, 
saying  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  his  front,  and  advancing  upon 
him.  ^ 

I  directed  two  of  General  Huger's  brigalleet  to  be  diverted  from  the 
Q&arles  City  road,  by  which  they  were  then  advancing,  and  moved  to 
the  Williamsburg  road  to  support  General  Magruder. 

Thejiwere  subsequently  ordered  to  return  to  their  original  line  of 
march,  there  being  found  to  be  noAeed  for  them  on  the  ^illiamsburg 
road.     (Seerefort,  p.  11.) 

•  4.  The  report  sent  to  Generil  Magruder,  by  General  Jones,  that  . 
General  Jackson^ad  informed  the  latter  that  ke  could  not  co-operate 
with  him^  having  beei^ordered  ^n  other  4uty,  t>rj^ini^d  in  some  mis- 
take, and  General  Magruder  was'  advised  of  the  error  as  soon  as  it 
ean^  to  my  knowledge.!   (See  p.  14,)     ^     ^        . 

5.  General  Magruder  is  under  a  misapprehetlsion  ae  to  the  with- 
drawal of  any.  part  of  this  force,  with'  which  he  was  to  operate.  (See 
p.  14.)  Jhe  misapprehension  arose  from  A  misunderstanding  before 
referred  to,  as  to  the  road  by  which  General  -  Huger  was  to  march  on 
Sunday,  June  29th,  and  from  the  erroneous  rcfiort  with  tegard  ta  a 
change 'in  General  Jackson's  movements  just  allu^e'jl  to. 
'  '6.  General  Magruder  was  oYdered  to  reli.eve  the  tirocps  under  Gen- 
eral Longiareel,  Monday  night,  June  30th,  after  the  latter  had  been 
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aperating  all  day,  had  repulsed  the  enemy  and  won  the  potition  fen- 
tended  for,  .  Many  prrsonors  had  alreacly  ll^en  brought,  in,  among 
them  General  MeCallr — and  the  battie  was .  oyer*  No  enemy  was 
known  to  be  in  .position  that  night;  and  oar  troops  were  in  uftdis* 
tnrbed  possession  of  the  battle-field.  One  of  the  objects  in  bringing 
np  General  Magoider  was  to 'have  fresh  troops  to  dmoovcr  the  enemy. 
(See  p.  25  of  report.)  ' '  •    , 

7.  The  note  referred,  to  by  General  Magruder,  as  received  from 
Colonel  Chilton,  directing  him  to  press  the  enemy  on  his  right;  and 
informing  him  that  General  McLaWs'  division  had  gone  in  fresh,  (see 
p.  39,)  was  written  after  General  'Magruder  had  sent  to  me  for  rein- 
IbrcementB  by  one  of  his  staff.  I  was  with  General  McLaws  at  the 
time,  and,  on  receiving  the  application,  ordered  General  McLaws  to 
advance  with  his  division. .  Genecal  Magrader%was  directed  to  press 
the  enemy  on  his  right,  becaase  1  thonght  he  was  tending  to  march 
to  the  left.  • 

B.  E.  Lej;,  Gemral. 


[B.] 


Statftnentaf  General  Magruder^  in  explanation  (f  General  ice'.*  remarks 
on  GerWhd  MagrUder^s  report  of  his  operations  about  Richmond^  in  t/ie 
order  of  those  remarks  :      \ 


e 

-• 


•  Remark  No.  1.1— New  Bridge  was  finiehod  on  Friday  evening,  the 
£7th,  instead  of  Saturday,  28th  of  June. 

I  wrote  ffcm  memory  in  reference  to  the  time  of  its  being  fitii^^hed. 

It  was.  reported  to  me'  thai  the  bridge,  thVeo-qiiarteri  of  a  m  U 
above^  was  attempted  to  b^crossed  by  troops  (I  think  RiAom'Hbrij^- 
adc),  on  Saturda'y  mornings  from  the  south  to  the  north  Mde.  but  that. 
finding  the  bridge,  orjthe  approach  to  it  dilFicult,  they  came  down  and 
crossed  at  New  Bridge  oh  the.  same  morning.  ^ 

My  statement  in  fegard  to.  these  bridges  was  not  in  tended  as  a  crit- 
icism on  General  Leo's  plan,  but  (o  show  the  pjsitiot  of  the  troops, 
wi.th  a  view  to  the  proper  understanding  of  my  report^  and  to  preve 
that  the  enemy  might  have  reasonably  entertained  a  design,  after 
concentrating  his  trao|)#,  to  i^^arch  on  Richmond./ 

I^emark  No,  2.'S-rlearn,  since  mailing  my  ref  9rt,  from  Major  Gen- 
eral lluger,  that  he  was  ordered  to  move  on  Sunday,  by.tho  Charles 
City  road,  and  ngt  hf  the  AViUiamsburgtroad,  as  I  then  understooU 

lie  informed  me  also,  however,  that  the  briguks  sent  at. my  request 
down  the  Williamsburg  ro/id,  did  not^delay  his  operations  against  the. 
enemy.     Tj^e  same  statement  applies  to  remark.  No.  3« , 

Rrmcrk  No.  4. — The  mistake  alluded  to  by  General  Lee  in  this  re- 
mark, originated  f|pm  an  order  from  the  latter  to  General  Jackson. 

I  was  not.advi3ed  of  t^he  error  in  this  case  until  about  dark  on  the* 
'aame  day,  near  the  close  oT  the  action  at  Savage  Station.     I  had 
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H^duftg  to  .de  wiih4keiGUStake,  or  arror^  kow^vor,  m  I  gftv«  no  ovder 
to  General  Jaokson,  .wfio  ranked  mo. 

r  Remark  No.  6.-^  made  no  claim  in  mj  report  to  any  participation 
in  General  Longstreet's  fight  on  Monday  ivening,  bat  merely  obeyed 
orders  in  relieying  Qenerat  Lonstreet^a  troops  (m  his  battle-field. 

Colonel  G-oode  Bryan,  sixteenth  Georgia  regiment,  reported  to  me, 
however,  that  the  enemy  was  jast  in  front  of  that  position  at 
Iialf-paat  three,  on  Tuesday  morning. 

.  Remark  No,  7. — This  seems  to  require  no  explanation.  I  reported 
4he  order  from  Colonel  Chilton,  as  one  of  th»  series  directing  the  at- 
tack. 

This  ordbr  was  obeyed,  as  were  all  the  others.     The  above  is  re- 
'  apeotfuUy  submitted  as  a  part  of  my  report*. 

J.  Bamkhead  Magruobr, 
^         .  .  .*  Major  Otntral. 


[No.  1.]  ^ 

'     Qmifol  Magrudet  to  Adjutant  General  Cooper, 

.  Fairfield  Race-Course,  August  14,  186£. 

To  €en4ml  S.  Cooper,  ^  . 

AdjuUM^  General^  liichenond^  Fa. : 

Sir:  The  clerk,  in  copying  from  the  mtnutes  of  my  report  of  the 
operations,  omitted  the.  name  of  my  able  and  gallant  ordnance  officer, 
Major  J.  .L.  Brent.  I  beg  that  the  bearer,  Captain  Irickinson,  As- 
ais^n^  Adjutant  General,  may  be  permitted  ..to  insert  his  name  next 
abo7e  th^of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carey. 

^         I  am^  sir,  very  respectfully  yours,* 

J.  Banxhead  Magruder, 

Mofon  General  commanding. 


[No.  «.] 

General  Megnder  to  the  Secretary  (f  War. 

FAiRFittn  Race-Course,  <  near  RicuNOitBy  > 
August  IS,  we*;  J 

"Hon.  Oeo.  W.  RAKnoLPH, 

Skretary  of  War  : 

S»  1 1  haTe  the  honor  to  request  that  you  wUl  change  the  tlur^<»8eo- 
emA  we^enxyijmmm  TokiUeers,  mentioned  in  my  repovt,  iainiedi%td^ 
4gW  the.  nana  «£ColoiMlTiQ]Qli&,  isto  the  fifty-third  Tii^ii^Begft- 
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•menty  which  regiment  is  commanded  by  that  officer,  and  not  the  thirty- 
second,  which  is  a  mistake  in  mj  report.  I  haye  directed  Mr.  Turner^ 
whp  knows  the  particular  place  at  which  it  can  be  found,  to  make  the 
correction,  if  yon  will  hand  it  to  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,    .      ' 

You%  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Magruder,    .  * 

Major  General,  ' 


[No.«.l     • 

Captain  Dickinson  to  General  Magruder. 

General  Lee  expects  you  to  advance  rapidly.  He  says  it  is  reported 
.the  enemy  is  getting  off.  Press  forward  your  whole  line  and 
l^llow  up  Armistead's  successes.  I  will  have  Mahone's  brigade  in 
the  place  first  occupied  by  General  Anderson.  Bansom^a  brigade  haa 
gone  on  to  reinforce  Cobb.  Mr.  Logan  delivered  you  my  message,  I 
presume.    .  ^ 

Tours,r  respectfully, 

A^,    G.    DiCKINSOK, 

*  ,  *  Oaptain^  4^e. 

A  true  copy :  * 

W.    HlLLESTED,  • 

Major  nnd  A^A,  G,  '    ' 


General  Mahone  to  General  Magruder. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,   •  > 
Anderson^ ^  Division,  August- 8th,'  186S.> 

To  Major  general  Bankhead  Magruder, 


.*  General:  Tours  of  the  1st,  calling  my  attention  to  a  certain 
paragraph  in  my  report  to  you,  duly  received ;  and,  but  for  indis- 
position, it  would  more  promptly  have  had  my  attention.  I  remember 
very  ^ell  when  General  Barksdale,  with  jone  regiment,  came  to  6«r 
support,  as  I  do  also  the  appeararance  of  troops  from  the'  fronts 
shortly  aftei^  our  forces  (General  Wright's  and  my  own)  had  entered 
the  engagement;  but  it  is  not  my  prerogative  ta  discuss,  the  operation 
of  the  troops,  eVen  if  they  bad  aH  fallen  undcir  my  own  eye.  I  mean 
no  reflection  b^  the  allqaiom  I  am  glad  you  have  called  my  atten- 
tion to  this  point  in  my  report,  for  I  do  not  desire  to  be  understood 
as  you  conclude  the  cursory  reader  will  infer.    I  preftr,  and  adc;  m" 
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a  matter  of  grattfi^fioQ,  that  my  paragraph,  down  to  the  word  ''here/' 
be  altered  so  that  it  Vill  there  begin  and  read  as  follows : 

'*fiere  for  about  two  hours  the.  fire  and  fury  of  battle  raged  with 
great  obstinacy,"  4;c. 

I  will  be  glad  to  have  the  alteratioa  made  in  the  report  or  any  copy 
of  it  you  ha\p  sent  forward  to  General  Lee. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  *  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

"  WlLUAM  Mahonb, 

Brigadier  Generals 
Official*: 
T  A.  G.  DicKiNSoir,  ^  .  •         • 

A.  A,  Genenil,  « 


Oenerd  Wright  to  General  Alagruder.  # 

»     Headquarters  Third  Brigade,      > 
AnderstnCs  Division^  August  8th,  1862.  y 

MUjor  General  J.  B.  Maoruder,  g^ 

Ric/imand,  Virginia :  *  ^       . 

GsMERAi<:  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  language  in  my  report  is  not 
safficiently  explicit  to  be  understood.  *I  could  not  have  meant  that  J 
Wfks  to  attack  upon  the  right,  centre,  and  left,  when  it  ^as  stated, 
that  supported  by  General  Mahone,  I  was  to  attack  upon  4;he  right. 
A  aimultaneous  move  was  to  be  made  upon  the  centte  and  left.  If  I 
am  not  greatly  mistaken.  General  Anderson's  brigade,  supported  by 
another,  whom  I  do  not  recollect,  was  to.  attack  upon  the  centra,  and 
General  Ransom's  brigade,  supported,  I  think,  by  General  Armistead's 
brigade,  was  to  attack  upon  the  left.  This  was  the  disposition  of 
your  forced  for  the  attack,  that  I  heard  dictated  by  yourself  and 
reduced  to  writing  and  made  out  by  one  of  your  staffs  I  was  called 
opon  to  j-eport  m;^  own  and  the  action  bf  my  brigade,  and  did  not 
think  it  appropriate,  on  paper,  that  I  should  .iQake  a  report  of  any 
other  movement  except  such  as  were  necessarily  connected  with. my 
own.  I  am  very  glad  to  find*  that  our  loss  on  that  day  was  less  than 
it  was  thought  to  be.  I  kno^  that  the  enemy's  loss  was  very  severe. 
All  night  long 'ho  had  large  parties  with  ^lanterns  picking  up  his 
woaoded  and  dead.  These  came  within-  even  a  few  paces  of  my  posi- 
tion, and  I  could  ascertain  by  the  lights  they  bore  and  their  con ver- 
Mition  that  they  were  engaged  in  removing  their  killed  and  wounded.. 
I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 
*      •    •  A.  E.  Wright^ 

Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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Since  writing  the  above,  T  perceite  that  my  i^eperi  eaja  I  i^bb  or* 
dered  to  attack  the  enemy's  right.  This  is  a  ^mistake  of  my  qlerk 
who-copiedmy  report.  The  original  draft  reads,  **I  was  ordered  to 
advance  and  attack  the  enemy  on  our  rigki^**  &o.  This  a  serious  error 
in  the  copy  you  have  and  may  be  also  in  the  one  that  General  Huger 
has.    1  wul  take  steps  to  have  it  corrected.  • 

•  A.  R.  W. 


«    General  Ransom  to  Genertd  Magruder.  • 

JuLT  1,  1862—5.45,  P.  M. 
<T«nerld  Magkodbk  : .  ~ 

• 

Dear  Sir  :  General  Hnger  is  present,  and  directs  me  to  say,  that 
neither  he  nor  I  know  where  the  battery  on  the  left  is,  and  also  that 
•any  order  to  oficers  or  troq»B  under  his  (General  Hnger's)  com- 
mand most  pass  through  him.  ^ 
Respectfully, 

R".  Ransom, 

Brigadkr  Generd. 


A  li^  copy  ^ 


HrLLkSTfiD^ 


Order  of  CrtnenU  Lee  to  General  Magruder. 

.  JULT    iBt,    186*. 

General  Magruder  : 

Batteries  hare  been  established  to  act  upon  the  enemy's  Unas.  If 
it  is  brokep,  as  is  probable,  Afmistead,  who  can  witness. the  effwt  of 
the  fire,  has  been  orderM  to  charge  with  a  yel).     Do  the  same. 

By  order  of  General  Lee. 


A  true  bejnr :        * 

W.  Htixcstbd,  * 

-BIdjor  and  A., A.  D.  C. 


R.  H.  Philtoh,' 

A.  A,  General. 


General  Langstreet  to  General  Magnidar. 

Major  Genersl  Magruder,  qprnmandtfig:    • 
General  :  I  sent  my  aid  and  a  guide  i<ome  time  ago  to  take  yoa 
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by  the  nearest  rbvte  to  New  Miurketfoed,  and,  by  going^  down  that 
^  road,  to  join  CPeneral  Holmes  in  front  of  that.    Pleaae  hnnr  as  much 
as  possible.    tJeneral  Holmes  has  been  expecting  you  a  long  time, 
and  is  in  much  need  of  yon. 

Very  respectf  ally,  ^ 

*  J..  LoNCfiTRAET,  Jfiijov  ChnonU. 

H  yon  can't  get  your  artillery*  leave  it,  and  send  to  me  from  New 
Market  for  such  as  yon  want.  If  you  have  not  the  guide,  more  tl^e 
troops  by  General  A.'  P.  Hill  and  take  the  right  hand,  getting  into^ 
this.  "  '  .  • 

A  true  copy :  • 

W.  HriXESTto,  llinf&r,  JL  A.  D.  C. 


General  Lee  toJBtnend  Magn^der.    . 

HEADQUAnTERS   DepaBTMEn/ NoRTHBRN  YlRaillU*     « 

Mapr  General  Magruder  : 

I  haye  joined  General  Longstreet  at  the  intersection  of  the  New 
Market,  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads.  I  wish  to  know  how  far 
yoa  haye  progressed  -en  route  to  this  point. 

7  am,  resp^tfully,  your  obedient  servant,         ^ 

g  '      B.  E.  Lee,  General. 


A  true  c 


Htllested,  Major. 


General,  Jimes  to  General  Magruder. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  June  SO,  186S. 

* 

Major  General  MAeRunBR : 

Sir  :  My  line  is  formed  to  tfie  left  and  somewhat  to  the  front  of 
General  Cobb.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  in  large  force  in  front  of  my 
right,  and  are  or  have  maved  a  little  to  their  right.  I  do  not  thiA  ' 
it  prudent  for  me  to  attack  him  with  my  small  force,  unless  there  be 
a  simultaneous  attack  all  along  our  line.  I  will  keep  a^ood  look-out 
on  my  left.  I  had  hoped  that  Jackson  would  have  co-operated  with 
me  jon  my  left,  but  he  sends  me  word  that  he  cannot,  as  he  has  other 
important  duty  to  perfonn,  • 

Beqpectfully, 

D.  B.  Jones,  Brigadier  General., 
Official  : 

W.  Htllbsted,  Major. 
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Order  of  General  Let  to  General  Magruder. 

'  •'       •  Jult  I,  1862. 

General)  The  commanding  Genefal  directs   that  ytu  press  the 
enemy's  right.    McLaws  is  going  in  fresh.    B;  order  of  General  Lee. 
^A  true  copy 9  seemingly  from  the  handwriting  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Chilton.  .  . 
,  ,  .  A.^  G.  DICKI^soN,  A.  A.  G. 


A^davU  ofX.  T.  Gaterpood. 

I  am  an  enlisted  man,  member  o%Henrico^Light  Guards;  was  a 
resident  of  Henrico  cou^y ;  w^s  detailed  to  report  on  the  morning 
of  1st  July,  1862,  as  a  guide  to  Major  General  Magruder;  did  so 
report,  and  was  with  him  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  July,  1862. 

I  testify  that,  when  on  the  point  of  starting  with  his  forces  for  the 
Quaker  road,  Vith  J.  B.  Sweenej  as  a  guide.  Major  General  Magru- 
der interrogated  me  as  to  the  position  of  the  Qliak^r  road.  I  told 
kim  that  it  left  the  Long  Bridge' road  to  the  right,  just  above  Nathan 
Enroughty's  gate,  and  ran  diagonally  across  to  the  Chairles-  City 
(river)  road,  and  that  I  indicated  to%im  the  same  road  as  that  along 
which  he  was  afterwards  conducted  by  J.  B.  Sweeney. 

I  further  testify  that  I  do  now  and  always  believed  the  road  into 
which  Major  General  Magruder  was  conducted  to^  be  the  Qcakcr 
road,  and  rtiat  this  is  the  only  road  in  that  neighborhood  regarded  as 
such. 

.  L.  T.  Gatewood. 

Personally  appeared  before  ^e,  R.  H.  Nelson,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Henrico  county,  Linton  T.  Gate  wood,  who  made  oath  that 
the  above  certiftate  signed  by  him  is  correct  and  true,  as  witness  my 
hand  and  seal^is  22nd  day  of  July,  1862. 

^  R.  H.  Nelson,  /.  P. 

Official  copj : 

J.  B.  EsTES,  A.  D.  C. 


T^timony  of  J.  B,  Svoeeney. 

'  I  am  an  enlisted  man,  a  member  of  Henrico  Light  Guards ;  was  a' 
•citi^n  of  Henrico  county;  am  twenty-three  years  of  age  ;  was  born 
sand  raised,  and  was»  at  the  time  of  entering  service,  living  at 
•Sweeney^s  tavern,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Bichmond,^a&d  in  the 
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▼iciiiity  of  Malyern  Hill,  near  thd  Qualer  road  ;  know  the  country 
intimately,  having  frequently  hunted  every  foot  of  ground  in  that 
vfcmity.  *  ^ 

^r  testify  that,  when  ordered  to  conduct  Major  General  Magruder 
into  the  Quaker  road  on  the  mori^ing  of  1st  July,  18^2^  I  did  so  con- 
duct his  Torces,  leading  him  into  what  I  had  always  and  do  still 
believe  to  be  the  Quaker  road,-  being  a  road  abo(\t  two  miles  in  length, 
leaving  the  Long  Bridge  road  to  the  right,  aboMt  three  hundred  yards 
above  M||L  Nathan  Enroughty's  gate,  and  entering  the*Gharles  City 
(river)  road  at  Tilghman's  gate,  about  half  a  &ile  below  Sweeney's 
tavern.  « 

I  further  testify  that  the  road  iftto  which  I  conducted  Major  Gen- 
eral Magruder's  forcSs'on  the  1st  July,  1862,  is  regarded  not  only  by 
me  as  the  Quaker  road,  but  by  other  persons  raised  and  living  in  that 
neighborhood,  and  is  the  only  road  known  and  regarded  as  such. . 

I  furthermore  testify  that  I  was  detailed  from  ay  .company  to  re- 
port to  General  Magruder  as  a  guide. 

,  J.   B.  Sweeney, 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.  H.  Nelson,  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Henrico  "county,  J.  B.  Sweeney,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
eertificate  i&  correct.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  22nd  day  of 
July,  1862,         •  . 

.       R.  H.  Nelson,  /.  P.   / 
A  true  copy :  .        • 

J.  B.  EsTES,  A.  D.  C. 


Testimony  of  Mr,  James  IF,  Binford^ 

I  was  until  recently,  and  have  been  for  thirty  years,  a  resident  of 
Henrico  county,  living  very  near  Malvern  Hill^  Have  always  known 
J.  B.  Sweeney.  I  testiTy  that  he  was  raised  at  Swe^ey's  tavern, 
about  thirteen  miles  below  Richmond,  on  tte.Charlop  City  (river) 
road  ;  is  a  reliable  young- man«  and  that  he  is  thorougnly  acquainted 
with  the  surrounding  country  in  the  vicinity  of.  tftat  place,  and 
through  whicji  tlys  Quaker  road  passes.  I  further  testify  that,  in  my 
belief^  he  is  the  best-guide  for  that  neighborhood  thatsould  have  been 
procured,  and  that  the  road  on  which  Mr.  S.  says  he  c&nducted  Major 
General  ^lagruder  on  the  morijing  of  1st  of  July,  1862,  is  univer- 
sally regarded  by  the  oldest  inhabitstnts  to  be  the'  Quaker  road,  and 
that  this  is  the  only  road  regarded  as  such  in  that  region.  That  the 
•aid  road,  having  been  pf  late  little  used,  has  become*  obscure,  and  is 
not  generally  used  as  a  public  road.  That  the' road  laid  down  on  the 
county  map  is  fiofllthe  true  Quaker  road,  but  is  another  and  different 
road,  and  known  as  the  Willis  road^ . 

James  W.  BincorI. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.  H.  Nelson,  a  justice  of  th#' 


f6M6  for  Henrieo  county^  Jalnes  W.  Binford^  who  made  oa&  that  Am 
above  certificate,  to  which  his  name  le  fixed,  is  correct  and  true. 
Witness  my  han^  and  seal,  t])i8  24th  day  of  July,  1863. 

R.  fl,  Kblsok,  J.  P. 


Testimony  of  Charles  WatHns.' 

■....• 

I  was  a  resident  of  Henrico  county,  liring  near  the  Quaker  road. 
Am  an  enlisted  man^— member  of  Henrico  Southern  Guards,  fifteenth 
Virginia  regiment.  Was  detailed  from' my  comyany  to  report  on  the 
morning  'of  1st  July,  186S,  to  Major  General  Magruder  aa 
a  guide.  Did  so  report,  and  was  with  him  on  that  morning.  I.  know 
/-♦he  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Malvern  Hill  intimately.  Was  presenir 
when  Major  General  Magruder  interrogated  L.  T.  Gatewood  in  regard 
to 'thp  locality  of  the  Quaker  road.  Heard  L.  T.  Gatewood  replly^, 
and  knowing  it  to  be  correct,  made  no  remark. 

I  further  testify  that  I  do  now  and  have  always  believed  the  road 
into  which  Major  General  Magruder  was  conducted  .by  J.  B.  Sweeney 
to  be  the^Quaker  road,  and  that  this  is  the  only  road  regarded  as  the ' 
Quaker  road  by  persons  li.ving  in  that  neighborhoods 

e.  Watkins. 

♦  • 

^     Personally  appeared  before  me,  E.  H.  Nelson,  a  justice  of  the 

peace  for  Henrico  county,  0.  Watkins,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
certificate,  to  which  his  name  is  affixed  is  correct  and  trne.  Witnesa 
my  hand  and  ssal  this  23rd  day  o£>  July,  1862.  • 

B.  H.  Nelbok,  /.  P: 
A  true  copy :     •  '         •  •  ■      • 

A.  G.  Dickinson,  A.  A,  G, 


# 
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Digitized  by  LjOOQIC  ' 


•  ■   ■  '        ■ '  • 

REPORT  OF  OENSBAL  BODES  OF  OPERATIONS  OP  FIRST 

BRIGADE.*  . 

• 

HcADqo&RTBM  FiadT  B&iaADE  Maj.  Ofiif.  D.  H.  Hill's  Diy.,  > 

My,  19,  186f.      J^. 

MsjoT  J.  W.  Ratchford,  •  .  . 

AsMant  Adjutant  General,  HUPs  Division  :       ^ 

Major  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reports  of  the  op- 
eirationa  of  my  brigade,  composed  of  the  third,  fifth,  sixtf,  twelfth 
•ftnd  tweatj-sizth  Alalama  regiments,  and  Garter's  battery,  making 
an  aggregatoiof  about  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  men,  from 
iho  evening  of  the  26th.  to  that  of  the  28tb  Jane,  last : 

In.  eommon  with  other  brigades  of  Major  Oeneiral  D.  H.  Hill's, 
mine  took  position  on  the  Meahanicsyille  turnpike,  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th  of  Jane.  We  lay  there  until  late*  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
26th,  when  we  moyed  across  the  Chickahominy,  takfng  position  in . 
the  field  betweNsn  MechanicsTille  and  the  Chickahominy.  Next  mom« 
ing,  after  being  subject  to  a  brisk  shelling  process  from  the  enemy ^^^ 
without  loss,  except  one  horse,  we  moved  forward  in  the  road  to  ^e 
left  of  die  Meohanicsville  baitery,  halted  near  that  battery;  and  abgut 
nine  or  ten  o'clock  moved  to  the  road  to  Bethesda  church.  General, 
Bipley's  brigade  followed  mine,  being  in  reserve  on  that  day.  Fol* 
lowing  the  preceding  brigades  of  the  division,  we  e&me  under  heavy 
artillery  fire  at  New  Gold  Harbor,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
shelter  for  a  time.^  At  this  point  we  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire 
for  a  hdlf  hour  or  more,  but  lost  only  two  men — Lieutenant  Ramsey 
and  a  private.of  the  fifth  Alabama.  I  sen\  out  both  Captain  Whiting 
and  Lieutenant  Webster,  of  my  staff,  from  this'point  to  communicate 
with'  the  .Major  Gener|bl  commanding  but  in  moving  forward  in  per-  ' 
ton,  communicated  with  him  myself,  and  under'  his  orders,  moved 
fbrward,  in  line  of  battle,  to  the  support  of  Oeneral  Oarland,  in  a 
contemplate  attack  .upon  the  enemy's  batteries  to  tl^  left  of  Old 
Oold  Harbor.  Before  the  ^attack  was  made,  however^  the  position  of 
boUi  Garland's ' brigade  and  mine  ifas  changed,  both  .brigades  being 
wheeled  on  Garland's  left  to  the  rear.  We  were  then  ordered  forward 
by  Major  General  Jackson,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  of  New  Cold 
Harbor,  coming  into  t^e  fight  on  the,  left  of  his  troops.  loPcrossing 
an  slmost  impenetrable  swamp,  tor  get  into  action-,  great  c<fnfusion 
ensued,  from  the  fact  that  at  the  same  point  several  brigades  were 
crossing  at  the  same  time;  and  upon  emerging  from  the  swamp,  and 
striking  the  field  beyond,  three  of  my  regiments,  tlie  fifths  twelf  A 
and 'twenty-sixth,  were  found  on  the  left  and  behind,  and  die  sixih 
and  third  Alabama  on  the  right  of  Anderson's  brigade,  which  Vas  in 
front  of  us.  Before  reaching  the  swamp,  I  had  received  an  order 
firom  or  through  Brigadier  GeneraURipley  to  charge  through  Ae 
swamp  at  double-quick  time.  This  order  was  obeyed  by  my  brigade 
iriA  nisatAtf,  but  the  three  first-named  reg^ents  finding  Anderson^ 
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brigade  at  a  halt,  and  in  front  of  them,  engaged  in  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry,  t^ere  halted.  The  third  and  sixth  Alabama  went  on,  how- 
ever. The  third  encountered  troops  of  our  own  in  front  of*them  across 
the  swamp  ;  the  sixth  did  not,  but  moved  on,  at  a.  rapid  pace^  inta  the 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery,  and  in  the. face  of  their  infantry, 
encountering  there  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  battery,  and  a  heavj 
fi^e  of  mu»ketry  in  front,  and  finding  themselves  .unsupported,  the 
men  were  required  by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lay  dowo ;  and  ^nally,  np 
support  arriving,  retired  under  cover,  in  perfectly  good  order,  and 
there  avfaited,  with  the  third,  further  orders.  Ahnost  upon  the  re- 
turn of  %he  sixth  Alabama,  the  brigadt)s  of  Generals  Anderson  and 
Gar}and,*having,  in  the  meantime,  with  thre&  of  my  regiments,  been 
brought  into  some  sort  ot  alignment,  were. ordered  to  charge.  The. 
charge  was  intended  to  be  general,  and  had  been,  I  thought,  extended 
throughout  the  line,  but  upon  traversing  the  field  before  epdk^n  ef, 
and  attaining  the  road  beyond,  very  nearly,  I  found,  upon  examina- 
tion of  ihy  line,  that  two  of  my  regiments  had  not  moved  with  .my 
brigade ;  and^  upon  examining  the  line  further  to  the  right,  found  that 
they  were  not  with  General  Anderson  either,  and  that  his  right  was 
at  least  the  length  of  two  or  three  regiments  from  the  lower  edge  of 
the  field,  and  liable  to  bo  turned,  whilst  on  the  right  of  General  A.^s 
brigade,  the  whole  line  having  a  moment  before- paused  and  hesitated, 
nefirly  if  not  the  whole  of  the  left  of  thd  divisjon,  as  far  as  one  in  my 
position  could  see,  broke  and  retreated  in  apparent  confusion.  1 
thought  the  whole  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  mind,  as  well'as  my 
three  .regiments^' were  involved  in  it.  At  that  moment^  though  the 
wholo  of  General  Anderson's  brigade  seemed  to  be  at  a  halt,  still 
his  right,  compoi^ed  of  regiments  which  joined  him  after  his  halt, 
wavered,  and  looking  arohnd  for  troops  to  sustam  him,  I  discovered 
someat  the  lower  end  of  the  field,  to  the  rear,  not  engaged,  but  under 
artillery  fire.  I  found  them  to  be  Colquitt's  brigade  ;  and  close  to 
'  them,  on  their  left,  I  found  the  sixth  sind  third  Alabama  regiments. 
UrgiLg  Colonel  Colquitt  to  move  up  to  Anderson's  right,  I  ordered 
my  two  regiments  directly  forward  to  his  support,  and  then  moved  up 
the  original  ^ne  to  collect  and  return  to  the  field,  if  poi^ible,  those 
who  had  fallen  back  ^from  the  left.  I  arrived  at  the  left  in  time  to 
stop  Bome'fugitives,  but  was  so  irtterly  exhausted' from  weakness,  pro- 
ceeding from*my  wound,  not  yet  by  any  means  healed,  that  I  could 
do  no  more.  I  found,  however,  that  the  confusion  before  spoken  of, 
on. the  4eft  of  the'  line,  had  not  been  general;  that  my  three  first- 
named  regiments  .had  continued  the  charge^  aiid  had  successfully,  and 
almost  alone,  beaten  back  two  large  bedies  of  the  enemy  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  besides  taking  a  battery  of  the  enemy  directly  in  our  front. 
The  fifth  AlabSma  regiment,  which  tooLthe  battery,  was  sustainecf  in 
this  portion  of  the  charge  by  the  twenty-sixth  only,  the  twelfth 
Alabama,  which  w^  in  some  confusion,  having  shifted  to  the  left  late 
in  the  evening  and  joined  the  troops  which,  came  up  gn  the  left  of 
Hill's  division.  .  *  '  ^ 

AU  the  regiments  and  regimental  officers  acted  handsomely ;  but  the 
'  fifth  and  twenty-sixth  were  espeoially  distinguished  four  theilr  great 
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courage.  •  I  feel  ponfident  tbat  no  troops  ever  acted  better  than  they# 
did  on  tbis  occasion — men  and  officers  all  acted  nolly.  Colonel  C. 
C.  Pegaes,  of  the  fifth  Iftlabaroa^  "vfas  :vo«nded  desperately  in  the 
charge,  aud  hs^  since  died  of  his  ivonnds.  Upon  falling,  he  called 
the  next  offi^r  in  command  to  him,  (Major  Hobson,)  and  told  him  that 
the  fifth  Alabama  had  always  been  in  the  advance,  and  that  it  was  his 
last  wish  that  it  should  then  go  ahead,  and  allow.no  regiment  to  pass 
it.  Major  fiofoson  gallantly  carried  out  his  wishes,  ai)d  led  the  regi-  , 
ment  on,  constantly  ahcsMi  of  all  others  of  the  division,  except  the 
twenty-sixth,  which  kept,  under  its  brave  colonel,  (O'Neal,)  steadily 
with  it.  .  ^  . 

Carter's  battery  had'  but  little  to  do,  except  to  receive  the  fire  of 
the^enemy,  unti^  late  in  the  afternoon,  when,  for  a^short  time,  under 
my*order8,,with.  twQ.of  his  pieces,  and  later  with  his  whole  battery, 
ander  the  orders  of  Major  General  Jackson,  it  engaged  the  enemy's 
battery  to  the  left  of  the  Cold  Harbor  field,  and*  silenced  it.  For-; 
tunately  the  battery  suffered  but  little  loss.  Captain  Carter  and  his 
men,  on  thMpccasion,  as  on  a  former  t)ne,  behaved  with  distinguished 
gallantry.  ^  ^  •     , 

The  total  loss,  of  the  brigade  in  this  battle  was  thirty-one  mc^ 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  wounded.  Of  these,  the  fifth 
Alabama  lost  twenty-one  killed  and  forty-five  wounded. 

After,  causing  the  brigade  to  reassemble,  we  "slept  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  brigade,  under  orders,  moved  down  near  the  .Grapevine 
bridge,  and  remained  there  during  the  day.  At  the  clo^e  of  the  day, 
(Saturday,)  I  was  compelled,  from  the  condition  of  my  arm,  and  from  * 
consequent  fever,  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Colonel 
Gordon,  of  the  sixth  Alabama.  I  desire  to  call  especial  attention  io 
the  conduct  of  the  above-mentioned  officer;  he- was  distinguished  for 
all  that  a  soldier  can  admire.* 

My  regular  and  volunteer  staff  officers.  Captain  Whiting,  Lieuten-* 
ants  Webster  and  Peyton,  Messrs.  Wood  and  Thomiis  Bouldin,  and 
Mr.  V.  H.  Rodes,  and  Mr.  Lumsden,  were  6f  great  service  to  me,  and 
served  n^  faithfully,  at  great  personal  risk,. all  the  afternoon.  Cap-  ' 
tain  Whiting  andTiientenant  Webster  deserve  especial  mention,  how- 
eveif  The  latter  was  killed  in  the  charge-  across  the  field,  after 
having-  given  evidence  of  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage,  and  of 
unusual  intelligence.  I  am  under  especial  obligation  to  Major  B.  G. 
Baldwin,  who  had  rejoined  my  staff,  and  had  consented  to  act  as  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  of  the  sixth  Alabama  regiment.  Acting  in  both  Capaci- 
ties, at.  interyals,  during  the  day,  he  showed  the  highest  order  of 
soldierly  qualities  in  both.  .  . 

I  submit  herewith  all  the  regimental  reports«that  haye  been  handed 
in.  «... 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  Major,  very  respectfully," 

r;  b.  rodes. 

Brigadier  General  commandingf  ^e.     ' . 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  tiu  Firtt  Brigade,  T^yd 
DwitioK,  tn  Oe  Engagem$Ht»  of  the  iith^m  tml  lit  July,  186S : 


^     4 

Battls  o»  27th  Jvvx*    ^ 

Battli  or  ] 

LSTJuXfT. 

Nam«  of  Rtgiment. 

Killed. 

Wounded 

Name  of  Regiment 
• 

Killed. 

Wottttded 

Third  Alabftma..^..... 

2 

21 

8 

1 
4 
0 

14 
45 
.    18 
11 
28 
3     . 

Third  Alabama 

87 
26 
15 

00    - 
18 
.     DO-   . 

•   168 

Fift)#AIabama. 

Fifth  Alabama 

61 

Sixth  Alabama 

Sixth  iLlabama 

Twelfth  Alabama 

Twenty-fiixth  Ala 

Carter's  Battery. . . ... 

29 

Twelfth  Alabama 

TwaniT-sixth  Ala 

Cartar^a  Battery 

00 
78 
00 

Totals 

t-l.    ■    »        — : 

81 

114 

Totals...; 

91 

826 

Beepeo'f^lly  eubmitted* 


fi.A.  WHITlHi,  A,A.Q. 
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I15K)BT    QF,   COLONEL    GORDON    OF    OPERATIONS  OF 

FIRST    BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  First  BRiQAilfc>  Third  Division,  h 
Camp  near  Bichmmdf  Va.,  July  19»  1862.      ) 

To  Major  J.  W.  Ratghford, 

A^A.  Gmeral^  third  dMiian  : 

Major  :  On  the  evening  of  28th  nltimo,  the  command  of  this  brig- 
ade jvras  turned  o.ver  to  me  bj  Brigadier  General  Rodes,  bis  physical 
proBtration  forcing  him  to  retire. 

At  three  o'clock^  A.  M.,   Monday^  Jone  SOth,  the  brigade  was 
put  in  motion,  crossing  the  jChickahominy  at  Grapevine  Bridge,  and . 
halted,  daring  the  afternoon  and  night,  on  the  Williamsburg  road, 
near  White  Oak  creek.     Here  one  regiment  (the  twelfth  Alabama) . 
wae  sent  acrocA  the  creek'  as  picket,  and  was  next  day  ordered  back 
to  Richmond  in  charge  of^prisoners.  *  . 

Gontinning  the  pursuit  i^  the  enemy,  on  the  let  of  July,  we  were 
halted  near  Malvern  Hill.  As  ordered  by  Major  General  Hill,.I  * 
fermed  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  right  Cf  the  division,  and 
threw  out  a  portion  of  the  third  Alabama  as  skirmishers,  covering 
my  right  flank.  Remaining  in  this  position  for  two  hours,  I  received 
an  order  to  move  immediately  forward.  Ordefiog  the  third  Alabama 
to  call  in  its  skrmishers,  and  by  a  rapid  foward  movement,  .to  join  the 
brigade,  I  moved  on.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  distant  about  one 
mile,  and  the  ground  intervening  exceedingly  rqpgh.  Passing  across 
an  open  meadow,  and  up  a  precipitous  hill,  through  dense  woods,  one 
of  the  regiments  of  General  Anderson's  brigade  |CoIonel  Tr<fvr),  re* 
ported  tb  me  as  having  lost  its  brigade.  Forming  it  upon  the  leift  of 
thi9  brigade,  I  moved  forward,  halting  wljf  n  near  the  open  field  in 
which  the  enemy  had  stationed  his*  batteries.  I  here  sent  forward 
Oaptain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  General  to  ascertan  the  rjssyctive.po- 
sitioift  of  the  Confederate  and  Federal  batteries.  Upon  his  report,  I 
half  wheeled  the  brigade  to  the  left,  and  moving  forward  placed'it 
under  cover  of  a  low  hill  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  await 
orders,  with  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  on  the  right,  and  the  fifth  Ala^ 
bama  next  on  the  right,  both  immediately  in  rear  of  the  position  Oc- 
cupied by  our  own  batteries.  The  twent^-sixth^Alabmia  and  the 
right  wing  of  the  fifth  were  suffering  from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire» 
directed  at  our  batteries.  *  I  therefore  at  ones  moved  these  'porttons 
of  the  brigkuie  by  the  left  flank  in  rear 'of  the  third  Alabama,  whidi 
I  had  previously  brought  into  line.  This  was  my  position,  when  Ma- 
jor Peneral  Hill  gave  me  die  order  to  charge  the  batteVies  in  ear 
front,  distant  seven  or  eight  hundred  yards,  across  an  open  field.  I 
ordered  Captain  H.  A.  "Siting  to  bring  ttas  twenty-sixth  Alabsima 
and  the  right  wing  of  the  fif£  Alabama  as  rapidly  as  possible  into 
line.  The  whole  ground  in  front  of  tiie  twenty-sixtii,  fifth  and  third 
Alabama  regim^ts  wtfs  swept  by*the  fire  of  the  artillery,  which  had, 
in  rapid  succession,  silenced  two  Gonfederlte  batteries  in  oar  front.  ' 
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As  there  was  no  artillery  to  attract  t^e  eneitaj's  attention,  his  batteries  , 
from  the  beginning,- and  his  infantry  finally  poured  a  most  destrac- 
tive  fire  upon  my  ranks.     Never  was  the  courage  of  troops  more  se- 
verely tried,  and  heroically  exhibited  than  in  this  charge.     They 
moved  on  undto  this  terrible  fire,  breaking  and  driving  off  the  first 
line  of  infantry,  until  within  a  little  over  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
batteries.     Here,. the  canister  and  musketry  mowed  down  my  already 
thinned  ranks  jo  rapidlj  that  it  became  impossible  to  advance  without 
8uiQ)ort,  and  had  it  been  possible  to  reach  th^  batteries,  I  have  high 
authority  fo  back  my  own  judgment,  that,  it  would  have  been  at  the 
sacrifice  of*  the  entire  command.     I  therefore  ordered  the  men  tp  lie 
•down  and  opeA  fire,  and  immediately  sent  back  to  notify  Major  Qen- 
eral  Hill  of  my  positioti,  and  to  ask  him  to  send  up  support.    A  brig- 
ade was  sent  forward,  but  failed  to  reach  my  line:     The  troops  sent* 
up  from  another  division  on  the  right,  had  already  fallen  back,  and 
refused  to  rally  under,  the  efforts  malie  by  Captain .  Whiting,  A.  A. 
general,  and  myself.     Nearly   one   half  of  the   brigade  had  beea . 
killed  or  wounded,  leaving  me  about  six  hundred  men  able  Jto  load  and 
fire.     With  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  heavy  lines  of  infantry  eron- 
'  oentrating  their  fire  on  my  ranks,  it  was  loliy,  without  immediate  and 
steady  support,  to  hoM  the  brigaiib  loQgcr  in  this  position.     I  there* 
fore  ordered  it  to  fall  back.     Night  was  upon  us,  and,  in   common 
with  some  of.  my  officers,  I  assisted  in  placing  other  troops  in  posi- 
tion. The  batteries  were  not  taken;  but,without  detracting  anything  froin 
.the  action  of  other  troops,  justice  to  these  men  compels  me  to  say- 
that  the  dead  of  this  brigade  marked  a  line  nearer  the  .batteries  thaa 
any  other.     Some  of  the  twelfth   North   Carolina   regiment  n(^ly 
rushed  forward  and  perished  among  the  dead  of  my  rijght  regiment. 
I  called  the  attent^n .  of  two  of  Major  General  HiU's  staff  to  these 
facts  the  next  day  on  the  field.  • 

There  were  many  exhibitions  of  individual  heroism,  but  I 
must  call  especial  attentiAi  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  O'Neal, 
of  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  ;  Major  Hobson,  of  the  fifth  Alabama ; 
Major  Slnids  and  Captain  Powell,  of  the.  third  Alabama,  and  Major 
Baldwin,  assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  sixth  Alabama. 
/'Mr.  Lumsdeo,  a  volunteer  aid  to  Brig&dier  Genei-al  Bodes,  Was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  while  discharging  his  duties.  Of  th^  gallant 
conduct  of  Captain  H»  Ar  Whiting,  A.  A.  General,  I  cannot  speak 
if  too  Btroxkg  terms.  Ordered  to  the  right,  under  the  heaviest  fire, 
to  assist  me  in  pfSserving  the  line,  he  discharged  his  duty  with  great 
courage' and  spirit.  His  services  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions^  were 
invaluable.  * 

I  submit  herewith,  a  tabular  list,  furnished  by  each  regiment. 
Owing  to  their  positions  in  l.ine,  the  third  Akbama  suffered  most,  and 
the  sixth  Alabama  least.  *        > 

Permit  me  to  conclude  by  saying,  that  nothing  so  increases  an  offi- 
cer's confidence  in  our  own  strength,  as  to  lead  such  troops  into  battle. 
I  am,  very  respectfully.  Major,  your  obedient'  servant, 

J.  Bv  GORDON, 
I  Colonely  comman^Ung  Modes*  brigade. 
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9           BlMABKS. 

T&ird  Alabama, 

:  87 

168. 

200 

8^ 

Seyeral  reporte  hare  hewk 

fifth  AUtoma, 

26 

66 

92 

225 

]iand«d  in,  biit  this  is  correct. 

KxUi  Alabama 

8 

89 

'47" 

.280 

•                  •     ^    • 

tvfiBtj.sixth  Alabama, 

10 

• 

76 

86 

218 

425 

1027 

R^speetftillj  rabmilM, 

J.  B.  GORDON. 
.    *    .  Colonel,  eommdnding  hrtffade. 
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BEPOBT  OF  BklQADIEB  GENERAL  PENDLETON,  CHIBF 

OP  ARTILLERY. 

Headquaiiters  AETiLLE;|tY  CoBPS,  Neaii  Richmond. 

Qeneral  :  I  haye  tfie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  bj  the  several  portions  of  my  comihand  and  bj  m7€elf  in 
*  the  recent  snecessfal  movement  of  oar  army  against  the  enemy: 

The  daty /at  the' onset,  assigned  to  me  was  to  see  such  good  use 
made  of  the  artillery,  on  the  Kichmond  side  of  the  Ohickahominy,  as 
•to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  shonld  he  advance  aeainst  oar  weakened 
lines,  while  oar  more  active  force  was  attacking  his  right  beyond  the 
stream.  To  this  I  was  directed  to  give  my  constant  and  nnremit- 
hig  attention,  and,  as  a  preliminary,  instracted  to  htLTt  the  reserve 
artillery.posted  on  tlie  differe&t  fronts,  where  it  could  be  conveaientfy 
and  rapidly  brought  into  action,  when  necessary. 

My  arrangements  were  accordingly  made ;  and  early  dawn  of  SOth 
^  June,  found  the  reserve  artillery  distributed  thus : 

Major  Charles  Richardson,  with  twe  batteries  of  bis  battalion, 
tiioee  of  Purcell  and  Milledge,  on  the  h^ghts  near  Mebhanicsville 
•bridge.  Two  batteries,*  those  of  Lane,  from  Lieutenant  Gobbett'a 
battalion,  and  of  Woolfolk,  from  Major  Richardson's  battalio^,  some 
distance  down  the  Gliickahominy,  near  Mrs.  Price's  house,  where  they 
had  been  for  many  days  on  daty,  with  the  guns,  directed  by  Major 
Garnett,  (under  fire|  often  severe,  from  the  enemy's  batteries,)  of  Uiick- 
step,  Kirkpa trick  and  B.  G.  N.  Page,  advanced  on  the  Nine-mile  road 
to  co-operate  with  the  forces  near  Dr.  Xj^arnett's  farm.  Major  H.  P. 
Jones,  with  his  battalion,  the  batteries  of  Glark,  Peyton  and  Rhett, 
temporarily  as^gned  as  a  division  reserve  to  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and 
accompanying  his  command.  Lieutenant  Golonel  Gatts,  with  three 
batteries  of  his  battalion,  those  of  Ross,  Price  and  Blackshear,  ad- 
vanced on  the  Williamsburg  road  to  strengthen  General  Huger,  where 
his  right  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  previous  day,  tfnd 
Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown,  with  several  batteries  of  his  regiment, 
constituting  the  remaining  reserve  stationed  near  the  fork  of  the  Nine- 
nule  road,  whence  they  could  speedily  move  in  any  direction.  .  With  a 
o^mmand  thus  neces  Arily  diffused^  I  could  give  only  general  directions 
to  the  whole,  and  occasional  personal  supervision  to  each  portion. 
I  am  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  testify  that  each,  in  proportion  to 
opportunity,  performed  well  its  part,  and  was  sincerely  dis^pointed 
when  opportunity  proved  but  slight. 

.  They  all  came,  more  or  less,  into  requisition  during  the  varied  and 
protracted  contest,  and  aome  rendered  peci^iarly  valuable  and  gallant 
service.  The  particulars  will  be  briefly  given  in  the  sequel,  and  are 
more  fully  exhibited  in  tjjie  reports  of  the  several  commanders  here- 
with enclosed.  My  firtft  personal  care^  on  the  morning  of  ThxMiihj^ 
Mth  June,  was-devoted  to  our  extreme  right,  where  it  seemed  most 
likely  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  advance,  if  he  knew  or  suspected 


Digitized  by 


)?  Google 


oar  movements.  I  therefora  proceeded,  early  that  d.iy,  to  the  scene 
of  the  preceUiDg  day's  conflict,  General  Hiiger'a  right,  and  accoropa- 
nied  by  his  chief  of  artillery,  LwBut(?»ant  Colonel  Del^agnel,  and  by 
Licuteaant  Colonel  Cutts,  made  reconDoiaance  some  disunce  in  adi 
vanceofour  lines.  *  This-,  though  at.firsCappareiitly  hazardous,  proved 
entirely  safe,  as  the  enemy, iso  far  from  advancing,  had  partially  fallen 
baek, ..  Satisfied  of!  this,.an^  ag^^eeing  withnhe  chief  artillery  oSicers 
aa  to  tl\e  ground  to  j).e. occupied,  and  the  course  to  be  pursued^  shohjd 
^he  enemj^k  move  forward^  1  j.r»^sed  to  other  points  o^  that  frost,.  cc»-* 
fident  tliat^  in  the  event  of  suddon  action,  Colonel  Cutts,  .whose  ^^aJ- 
hniry  and  capacity^have'beeu  so  well  .proved,  would  eflficieutly  use  the 
reserve,  uii^er  hia  chajcge,  in  aiding  General  Huger  to  maintain  his 
poaitioa.  But  no  general  oc  iinporti^nt  move  occnrred  on  either  side, 
nor  was  the  comparative  ^uiet  \)roken  here,  even  after  the  firing  had 
coxazupiiced^ne^iu:  Meehanicsvilld  iMer  in  th^  afternoon.  ' 

(Jh  the  morning  of, the  2i}th,  finding  our;right  still  undisturbed,  I 
applied  raj  self  to  the  line  from.  M^chanicsxille  bridge,  down  the  right 
bank  of  the  Clfick<ihominy,/with  a  view  to  the  service  our  batteries 
'migfitthjere  render.  Major,  i^ichardson,  with -some  long-range  guns 
attache^  to  his  eoiiims^nd,  especially  two  powerful  rifles,  partly  man- 
aged h.y  tiiQ  4pplia.nees  of  ^his  batteries,  and  partly  by  a  detail,  under 
Captain  Masters,  from  General  A.  P.  .Hiirs  division,  was  airdSady 
pacing  Ilia  respeQta.jto  the  enemy  across  the  stream  Vith  apparently 
good  effect. ,  But,  as  the  shot  endangered  our  own  troops,  pursuing 
the  retreJkting  foe,  .^.message  from. the  commanding  General  caused  to 
be  discpntjnued  this  adjunct  to  the  main  attack,  after  great  effort  oo 
the  part  of  Cnptain  Milledge,  under  Major  Richardson's  supervision, 
i)  ccnduct  one  of  these  large  guns  along  the  hilTs  summit  down  the 
streera.  The,  route  we» found  impraotiij able,  and  as  guns  of  short' 
ringc  were  unavai ting,  th^osor  batteries  which  had  been  under  Mre  for 
eeveral  d?iv8.were*sent.to  the  -rear.  Later  ^n  the  aay,  however,  Cap- 
taitt  Puj c,cll  waS'^pernytted  to.^take  one  of  the  long-range  guns  to  the 
front,  on.ihe  Nine-milaroad,  ia  thv?.hope^»Can  opporcunity  for  service 
tfe*re,.and  subsequently.  Major  Richardson  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
other  by  tj}e  same  j;oad  jyith  a  similar  hope  My  own  route,  alon^  tSe 
cr^st,  bjjonghtjmo,  about  nine  A.  M.,,  «to.  ft'point.  below  Dr.  Friends' 
house,  wlience,.  with  a  field  glass,.!  distinctly  saw  the  enemy  in  very 
-ari^e.num.ber^,  and  in.^battle  order,,  upon  an  open  slope  some  two  miles 
belo-w  Dr,  Gaines'  furmyand  portions- of  our  own  troops  gradually 
&d>;ancing,^as  if  feeling  their  way  along  the  difficulties  of  ^h^  left 
bank.  • 

The  powerful  array  of  the  former,  and  the  cantious  progress  of  the 
latter,  indaoed  me  at  once  to  send  a  duplicate  dispatch,  through  the 
nearest  General,  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  notifying  him  of*  the 
obeerved  position  and  strength  of  .the  enemy.  My  two  aids,  acting 
Lieutenant  Charles  Hatqjier  and  Cadet  TaUafei*ro,  who  boce  thcate 
dii^tcbeB  aptoss  the  different  swampe,  deserve  honorable  mention"  fee 
tbg.alaci?i.ty,  resolut^tijand  succeM.  with  which  they  performe^i  the 
ii^,  After^.ome  .time,  &''];Q^m  m4|fl(age4kcame  from  the -commanding 
General  directing  that  our  longest  range  guns  should^ be  made,  if 
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possible,  to  play  upon  tke  obserred  poeiiioa  of  the  enemy.  An  «r-» 
rangcment,  to  this  end^  had  already  been  made,  and  two  powerfal  rifle 
pieces^  under  Captain  Dabney,  were  on  their  way  to  the  best  placo 
accessible,  just  below  Mrs.  Price's.  At  the  house ,  near  this  latter 
position,  I  met  the  President;  General  Magruder  and  other  •officers, 
and  informed  them  of  the  fact  thus  notic^.  Finding  with  the  long- 
range  guns  too  little  amsinnition,  I  ^despatched  an  aid,  Jjiei^Qn^nt 
Peterkin,  to  have  hastened  from  Bichmond  a  suS^cieut  supply.  -I^ho 
trust  he. discharged  with  exemplary  energy.  Meanwhile,  a^  sharp  ar-^ 
tUlery  contest  was  commenced  between  some  of  our  batteries  on  Dr. 
Gafnett's  field  and  those  of  the  enemy  behind  their, hreastworks,  bryig- 
ing  numerous  shells  about  our  position.  This  .contest  was^  most  gal- 
lantly waged  on  our  side,  ufider  the  genelral  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Golonel'S.  D«  Lee,  and  participated  in  with  great  spirit  by  <!!aptama 
Lane  and  Woolfolk,  and  by  Captaiti  Kirkpatrick  3iid  Lieutenant 
Massie,  with  a  portion  of  ^the  Huckstep  battory.  The  two  latter  b%ing 
especially  commended  by  Major  Nelson,,  whose  calm  and  cheerful 
courage,  under  a  Very  hot  fire,  was  of  utmost  service  to  our  inexpe- 
rienced men,  in  theinpostf  of  extraordinary  exposure.  The,  other 
portions  of  Major  Nelson's  command  were  also  greatly  expo8ed,,though 
farored  with  no«opportunity  of  returning  5,ro.  The  twp. large,  riftes, 
und^  Captain  Dabney,  being  posted  as  far  forward  as  practicable,, and 
ctommitted,  with*  instructions,  to  the  oommand  of  Major  Gamett,  in 
due  time  opened  upon  the  enemy,  across  the  stream,  with  what  efi'ect 
we  jco.uld  not  determine.  Returning  to  the  better  post  .of  observation 
below  Dr.  Friends'  house,  I/watched  the  course  of  events  till  the  fierce 
^ncounter,  which,  late. in  the  afternoon,  gave  the  field  to  our  victgrious . 
troops.  Immediately  thereafter,  the  President  requested  me  to  con- 
*duct  him  to  General  McLaws'  headquarters/ and  I  hav*e  gratefully  .to 
record  his  preservation  undei' a  warm  fire  from  th«  enemy's  batteries 
which  we  encouatired  on  the  way..        •       *  •  '    . 

Saturday,  Juno  28th,  my  first  care  was  directed,  to  , getting  into 
position,  ht  Dr.  Garnett^,  [guns,  of  .sufficient  power  to  silence  the 
enemy's  heavy  batteries.  Major  Ricliardaon'a,  two.  large  gun^  were 
Cflrdered"  forward,  and  preparations  made  for  the  immense  Blakcly  guns, 
rifled,  which  it  was  foundcouU  not  be  adjusted. earlier  than  the  follow- 
ing morning.  Having  again  visited  General  Huger's  front  and  found 
nothing  new,  I  returned  and  remained  M  Mr.  Price's,  whiles  Lane's, 
Dabnejjr's  and  Woolfolk's  guns  dislodge  the  epemy  from  his  strong- 
hold n<yir  Goulding's.  This  day  having  passed  Vrith  no. decisive  ia- 
forma-tion  on  our  side  oC  the  Chickahominy  as  to  many  events  on  tho 
other  Side,  and  there  being  with  us  no  little  suspense,  the  President, 
about  sunset,  requested  me  to  bear  for  him  a  confidentiar message  to 
tho*  commanding  General.  This,  with  its  sequence,  arrangements 
with  division  commanders,  by  General  Lee'e  order,  for  having  the 
enemy'3  movements'  vigilantly  watched  that^  i^ight,  kept  me  at  work 
until  past  one  o'clock;  Fever  sapervetiing,  disabled  me  on  the  ^^th, 
BO  t^Jiat  the  day  was  necessarily  passed  by  me, as  a  quiet ^abUalh. 
Portions  of\my^  command,  were,   however,*  actively  engaged, i  under 
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*«rraageiDMili  deaoribedy.  in  panaing^  with  other  foreea,  the  relreMi^ 

Daring  the  preceding  days.  Colonel  Brown  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Coleman,  had  sought  opportunity  of  use  beyond  the  Chickahominy. 
The  latter  accompanied  two  batteries  of  the  regiment,  the  Ilichmond 
Fayette  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Clapton  commanding,  and  the  Williams- 
l^org  Artilleryf  Captain  Coke,  ordered,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th» 
%o  report  to  General  Lee  at  Mechanics ville,  as  he  had  requested. 
These  battwiea  were  held  as  part  of  the  resen&e  of  that  portion  of  the  ' 
army,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  waa  called  .to  act  as  chief  of 
^tillery  for^General  AS.  P.  Hill's  division  during  several  days,  Major 
R.  L.  Walker  being  at  the  time  sick.       .  ,      . 

Colonel  Brown  became  a  close  spectator  of  the  Friday  evening^s 
struggle,  and  brought  his  experience  and  authority  to  bear  in  extricate 
ing  one  of  his  companies,  third  Howitzers,  Ciq>taifLSmithe,  'on  duty 
with  a  brigade,  from  a  perilous  position  in  which  they  .could  do  no 
good.  The  reserve  battalion  of  Major  Jones,^  accompanying  General 
D.  H.  Hill's  division,  was  much  engaged  three  several  days  and  did 
excellent  service,  as  it  did,  also,  subsequeoitly,  in  the  encounter  at 
White  Oak  Swamp,*  eliciting  from  their  commander  a  warm  eulogium 
for  their  gallantry  and  for  the  honorable  fact  that  there  was  net  a 
straggler  from  their  ranks  the  entire  vieek.  i      • 

Olf)  Monday,  30th^  1  was  again  aJ[>le  to  be  in  the  fi^ld,  and  employed 
the  forenoon  iip  ascertaining  movements  in  progress,  and  adjusting  to 
*  them  tiie  arrangements  of  my  own  command.     The  afternoon  was  > 
giT^  to  making,  some  of  those  large  rifle  guns  of  use  on  the  field  on 
fTuesday,  if  needed  and  practicable. 

Tuesday^  Ist  July,  was  spent  by  me  in  seeking,  for  some  time,  the 
.commanding  General,  that  I  might  get  orders;  and,  by  reason  of  the 
intricacy  of  routes,  failing  in  this,  in  examining  positions  near  the 
two  armies,  towards  ascertaining  what  could  be  best  done  with  a  large 
artilleryforce,and  especially  whether  any  point  could  be  reached,whence 
.  our  large  guns  might  boused  to  good  purpose.  •  These  endeavors  had  of « 
course  to  be  made  again  and  again,  under  theenemj^s  shells,  yet  *no 
site  was  found  from  which  the  long  guns  could  play  upon  the  enemy, 
without  endangering  our  own  troops ;  ^and  no  occasion  was  presented 
for  bringing  in  the  reserve  artillery ;  inJeed,,it  seemed  that  not  one 
half  the  division  batteries  were  brought  into  action  on  either  Monday 
or  Tuesday. 

To  remain  near  by,  therefore,  and.  await  events  and  ordefl|  in  rea'di- 
'  ne^s  for  whatever  ^rvice  might  be  called  for,  was  all  that  x  could  do. 
Here  again  it  was  my  privilege  to  be  thrown  with  the  President,  he 
having  arrived  spmetime  i^f ter  nightfall,  at  the  house  near  the  battle 
field,  where  I  had  juat  before  sought  a  resting  place.  On  Wednesday, 
2nd,  active  operations  being  interfered  with  by  a  heavy  rain,  my  main 
efforts  were  directed  to  examining  a  number  ot  battertejB,  sendipg  to 
the  rear  some  that  had  been  injured,  and  having vtal/ q  to  Bichmaai^ 
such  o£  the  captured  ordnance  as  had,  not  been  nrdi  ^Qusly  removed. 
Thursday,  Sfd,  the  retreat  of  the  ^nemy  beyond  Turkey  Creek  lu^viDg 
been  effectsd^  and  no  probability  of  another  rcncwaL^f  engagement 

Digitized  by  VjO 


,  I 
then  afpearingy  I  received,  on  calling  on  the  Commanding  Genei:al, 
persoDal  instructions  to  take  to  the  rear  all  the  artillery  not*  required 
for  the  divieions,  and  to  co-operate  with  the-  ordnance  and  quarter- 
master's departments  in  having  sought  for  and  secured  all  the  stores 
wrested  from  or  left  by  the  enemy.  With  the  discharge  of  these 
duties  on  that  c|j^y,  and  several  others  succeeding,  terminated  the  mod- 
erate share  it  was  the  privilege  of  my  command  to  hifve  during  that 
eventful  period  in  the  toils,  sccrifices  and  inestimable  services  of  our 
heroic  army.  •  • 

Our  loss  in  the  several  contests  of  the  occasion  was,  in  Major 
'  Jones'  battalion,  five  men  killed  and  twenty-four  wounded,  thirteen 
horses  disabled,  and  two  wheels  destroyed. 

In  Colonel  Brown's  regiment,  one  man  wounded  and  two  horses 
lilled. 

In  Lieutenant -Colonel  Gutts'  battalion,  (Lane's  company,)  three  men 
'killed,  five  wounded,  and  one  horse  killed. 

In  Major  Richardson's  battalion,  (Woolfolk's  company,)  one  man 
killed,  and  three  wounded.. 

In  Major  Kelson's  battalion,  one  man  killed,  one  wounded,  (though 
seven  struck,)  and  four  Jxorses  disabled. 

Making  a  total  of  ten  men  killed  and  thirty. four  wounded,  and 
twenty  dorses  disabled. 

Of  our  medical  staff*.  Surgeon  J.  R.  Page  and  Assistant  Surgeona 
*Green,  Perrin,  Semple,  Monteiro  and  Hopkins  were 'called  upon  for 
the  exercise  of  their  pkill,  and  with  exemplary  fidelity  devoted  theni- 
aelves  not  only  to  the  relief  of  our  own  wounded,  but  to  alleviating* 
the  injuries  of  other  sufi'erers.  In  fact,  my  entire  staff  was  assidiioild 
in  duty,  and  I  may  safely  declare  that  no  truer  spirit  animated  our. 
best  troops  than  was  ei^ercised  by  those  under  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  while  gratefully  acknowledging  that  Divine  favor 
-which  crowned  us  with  victory,  I  would  commend  to  the  consideration 
of  the  commanding  Geperal,  what  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  serious 
'  error  with  regard  to  the  use  of  artillery  in  these  several  fights.  *  Too 
little  was  thrown  into  action  at  once,  too  much  was  left  in  the  rear 
unused..  One  or  two  batteries  brought  into  position  at  a  time  to  op- 
pose a  much  larger  artillery  foYce,  well  posted,  must  greatly  suffer,  if 
not  ultimately  yield,  under  the  concentrated  fir-e.  This  was  in  several 
instances  our  experience.  We  needed  more  guns  taking  part,  alike 
for  our  own  protection  and  for  crippling  the  enemy.  With  a  power- 
ful arrajjjj^pposed  to 'his  own,  we  divide  his  attention,  shake  his  nerves, 
make  fiim  shoot  at  random,  and  drive  him  from  the  field  the  more 
readily,  worsted  and  alarmed.  A  main  cause  of  the  error  in  the 
present  case,  was  no  douBt  a  peculiar  intricacy  in  'the  ground,  from 
the  prevalence  of  woods  and  swamps.  We  could  form  little  idea  of 
positions,  and  were  v^ry  generally  ignorant  of  those  chosen  by  the 
enemy,  and  .of  the  best  modes  of  approaching  them.  Nor  frere  good 
maps  readily  accessible,  by  which,  in  some  measure,*  to  supply  this 
deficiency.  Hence,  a  considerable  degree  of  perplexity,  which  nothing 
but  careful  reconnoisances  by  skillful  ofBcers'  could  have  obviated; 
bttt,  whieh  being  obviated,  if  the  attack,  had  been  more  co-operative. 
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concentrated,  and  effeotna!,  the  enemy's  condition  wpnld  httv»  been 
more  crippled,  and  oar  Bacceas  more  triumphant,  with  less  monrniig 
in  the  land. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  most  respeotf ullj. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
I  W.  N.  PENDLETON, 

Brigadier  General  and  Chief  tf  AHUkry. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Rrigade,  D.  H.  Hill^s  Division,  *>  ' 
Near  Richmond,  July  \\,  im2.     ^J 

Major  J,  W.  Ratchford, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Major  :  I  havo  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  Thur^r^ 
day,  the  26th  June,  the  brigade  under  my  oommand,  consisting  of  the 
first  and  third  regiments  iS^orth  Carolina  troops,  and  the  forty-fourtk 
and  forty-eighth  regiments  of  Georgia  volunteers,  marched*  from  its. 
position  neav  tlxe  Williamsburg  road,  about  five  miles  fronv  Richmond, 
to  a  point  in  the  vicinity  of*tbe  batteries  commanding  the  bridge  over 
the  Chickahominy  river,  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike. 

With  other  troops  at  that-  point,  the  brigade  lay-  waiting  orders 
until  near  fouc  o'clock,  P.  M^,  when  it  was  ordered  to-cross  the  Chiok^ 
ahominy  in  the  advance  of  the  division,  and  effect  a  junction  with 
the  troops  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hiirs  command,  then  moving  doivi 
the  Chickah6miny*in  th^  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  The- order  wm 
•zecated,  ^nd  the  infantry  crossed  at  once,  forming Jine  of  battle' 
across  the  road  leading  to  the  village,  about  half  a  mile  in  advance  of 
the  bridge.  -  *       ' 

Upon  communicating  with  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  was  informed  thikt  - 
the  enemy  Ifad  a  strong  and  well  served  battery  and  force  in  position: 
near  Ellison's  Mills,  something  over  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  road, 
to  attack  which  he  had  sent  Brigadier  General  Pender's^  brigade  by  • 
the  right  and  other  troops  to  the  left,  and  it  was  arranged  that  my 
briga'de  was  to'  co-operate.     The  enemy  had  opened  on  the  Mechan* 
icsville  road  and  was   rapidly   verifying  the   range.     My  brigade 
changed  front  and  advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  opposite  thejone-^ 
my's  battery,  expecting,  jf  possible,  to. use  artillery  in  the  attack. 
While  the  troops  were  in  motion,  I  received  orders  to  assault  the  en- 
emy, from  General  Lee,  and  alsoTrom  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  the- 
Utter  of  whom  directed  me  to  send  two  regiments  to«upport  Generml 
Pender  'on  my  right,  and  attack  the  battery  in  front  with  the  remun* 
der  of  my  force. .  ' 

The  forty-fourth  Georgia,  under  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,*aQd  the 

first  Nordi  Carolina,  under  Colonel  Stokes,  marched  at  onde  to  the 

right,  while  the  forty-eighth  Georgia,  under'Gotonel  Gibson,  and  third 

North  Carolina,  under  Colonel,  Meares,  moved  to  a  position  in  front 

'  of  the  enemy  on  their  left. 

Meanwhile,  the  passage  of  the  Chickahominy  by  the  artillery  ha4^ 
been  impeded  by  thel)roken  bridges^  und  night  coming  on  and' it  be- 
ing deemed  important  to  attack  the  position  a;t  once,  the  advancewwfts' 
"  ordered  along  tho  whole  lu^. 

'General  Pender's  bri^K  and  the  two  regiments  of  *my  own^  ad*- 
vaiiced  rapidly  on.  the  right,  while  the  remainder  of  my  commaad 
moved  against  the  fronts  driving  l^ftck  the  enemy  from  his  advanced 
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positions  and  closiiig  in  upon  the  batteries  and  their  heavy  infantry 
supports,  all  t>f  which  poured  upon  our  troops  a  heavy  and  incessant 
fire  of  shell,  canister  and  musketry.  The  ground  was  rugged  and 
intersected  by  ditch'es  and  hedges  and  covered-  with  abattis  a  thort 
distance  in  front  of  the  position  to  be  assaulted.  A  mill-race,  with 
f carped  banks,  and  i?%  some  places  waist  deep  in  water,  ran  along  the 
front  of  the  enemy  at  a  distance  ranging  from  fifty  to  one*  hundred 
yards.  To  this  position  our  troops  succeeded  in  advancing,  notwith- 
standing the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  exceedingly  heavy  and  our  la«8 
extremely  severe.  .  Of  the  forty-fourth  -Georgia,  Col  me\  Robert  A'. 
Smith  and  Lieulenaht  Colonel  Ester ,^  fell  wounded,  tlje  former  mor- 
tally, besides  two  captains  .and  ten  lieutenants  killed  and  wounded. 
Of  the  first  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Stokes  was  moiFtally  and  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  McDowell  severely  wounded,  and  Major  Skinner  killed, 
with  sis  cs^ptains  and  lieutenant^  of  the  regiment  killed  and  wounded, 
inclading  the  adjutant. 

The  forty-eighth  G-eorgia  and  third  North  Carolina  had  a  more  ad- 
vantageoas  posfttoo,  and  suffered  less  severely  than  th<i  former  regi- 
meihts,  although  the  third  lost  its  major,- (Savage,)  wounded.. 

tfhe  loss  of  non '.commissioned  officers  and  privates  was  heavy  in  < 
the  extreme,  amounting  in  the  forty-fourth  Georgia  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one,  jind  in  the  first  North  Carolina  to  one  hundred  and^ 
thirty-three.  Near  dark,  Captain  Burnet  Rhett's  battery  of  artillery, 
attached  to  my  command,  succeeded  in  crossing  the  broken  briflges 
over  tbe  Chickahominy,  and  was  located  directly  Wi  front  of  the  en- 
epy  at  aboiit  twelve  hundred  yard.^  d.stant.  Captain  Rhett  opened 
an  effective' fire,  and  soon  relieved  our  infantry  from  the  storm  of  the 
efaell  and  canister  which  kad  been  poured  upon  tbem.  It  was  soon 
raniorced  by  another  battery,  and  a  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy 
ontil  late  in  the  evening.  Some  time  after  nightfall,  under  cov'er  of 
Ab  cannonade,  bur  troops  were  withdrawn  to  a  point  of  woods  a  few 
hundred  yards  distant,  near  the  angle  of  our  line  of  battle,  which 
position  waa  held  by  the. third  North  Carolina  and  fprty-eighth  Geor- 
gia and  a  portion  of  General  Pender's  brigade.  The  fragment^  of 
tbe  first  North  Carolina,  and  forty  fourth  Georgia,  were  rallied  some 
distance  in  the  rear,  un^fir  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  lo^s  of  all 
their  field  and  many  of  their  company  officers,  who  fell  while  gal- 
lantly performing  their  duty.  . 

During  the  night;  the  enemy  was  engaged  destroying  and  removing 
his  stores,  but  the  darkness  ani  the  intricacies  of  the  position  pre- 
vented an  attack  by  our  troops.  • 

At  about  twelve  o'clock.  Colonel  CoIquitt^s  brigade  advanced  to 
within  supporting  distance  of  my  command.  At  about  half-past  two, 
OB  the  morning  of  the  3Tth,  my  own  ami  Colonel  Colquitt's  brigade 
were  relieved  by  Generah  Featherston  and  Ptyor,  and  moved  to  a  po- 
ationt'-near  and  beyond  Meclianicsville,  on  the  turnpike,  where  they 
remained  under  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  'the  enemy's  batteries 
along  that  road,  until  the  latter  were  turned  by  our  ti^oops  in  ad- 
vance, or  silenced  by  our  artillery.  • 

Tbe  brigade  then  moved  forward,  with  the  division,  en  ihejpad'^ 


Cold  HarW  and  was  heM  for  a  short  time  ia  xeaery^  aftor  arr^viQ|i^ «! 
thai  point.     It  iLen  consisted  of  the  third  Nprth  Caroling  aod  for-*, 
tieth  Georgia,   with  a  battalion   of  the    first  North    Caroliaa,  under 
Captain  H.  A.  Brown,  and  but  a  fragment  of  the  forty-fourth  Geor- 
gia, which  had  been  sadly  cut  up^     Some  portions  of  .both  .the  latier 
regiments  were,  as  I  have  been  iqform^ed,  order^ed  by  General  Lee  to  . 
aet  as  a 'guard  at  the  .Chickahominy  bridge  on  the  MechanicsyiUe 
turnpike.     Jn  the  afternoon,  the  Brigade   was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
t%kc  position  on  the  left  of  t*be  line,  which  had  been  formed  and  moved* 
to  the  point  designated.  Thexrountry  was  densely  n^ooded  and  ia  soma 
places  covered  with  mt^rass-and  the  movement  was  ex<>qut«d  witbsomo 
difficulty.     In  'searching  for  a  position  for^the  command,  I  found  soma  . 
portion  of  our  own  troops  already  in  front  of  the  line. which  I  waato 
occupy,  knd  receiving   a  message  from    Brigadier  General  J.  R.  Aa^  : 
deraon  that  support  was  required,  I  gent  the  f^rty-eighth  Georgia  to 
the  right  of  the  position   occupied,  by  our  division   to  act  in  that  ca* 
pacity.     The  third  North  Carolina  and   the  battalion  of  the  first 
remained. upon  the   left.     During  the  various  movements  in  the  thick  .. 
woods  and  swatLps,  u  certain,  portiou  of  the  third  North  Carolina  be- 
came separated  from  the  body  of  the  regiment.    .During*  this  wUle, 
the  brigade,  as  well  as  the  rest   of  the  division,   was  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery,  but   suffered   comparatively   little,,  being   sheltered  . 
from  view  and  partially  from  fire. 

Before  dark,  the  masses  of  the  enemy  appeared  in.  the  vicinity  of 
the  command  appveutl}' epdeavoring  to  turn  our  left.  In  this  ho. 
was  checked  by  the  fire  of  our  artillery  and  the  charges  Oiade  upopn 
him  by  troops  of  different  divisions  and  brigades  in  succession*  These^. 
from  the  nature  jof  the  ground,  were  more  (tf  less  separate  movements. 
The  battalion  of  the  third  North  Carolina,,  under  Colonel  AILeares, 
and  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  under  Captain  Brown,  took  part, 
doing  good  service.  The  forty-eighth  Geol-gia,  from  It^  position,  was 
masked  by  the  troops  in  front,  and  did  not  gc^t  into  close. action.  Tho 
loss  in  this  battle  from  the  brigade  was  comparatively  smaU. 

During  the  night,  the  troops^  remained  on  the  field  and  moved  early 
the  following  morning,  with  the  drvisious  in  advance,  towards  the 
Grapevine  Bridge,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  -  enemy,  in  his  re- 
treat during  the  night.  It  bivouacked  within  a  inile  and. a  htilf  of 
that  point  during  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

On  Monday,  July  Ist,  it  moved  with  th*  division  early,*  across  the 
.  repaired  bridge,  and  followed  the  rout^  of  the  en«my*8  retreat  until 
I^e  was  found  in  position  on  the  further  side  of  White  Oak  Swamp 
creek.  Here  it  was'  brought'  to  within  supporting  distance 
of  the.  artillery  ofie  the  division,  whicl^  engaged  the  enemy 
until  nightfall,  driving  him.  from  his  position,  and  enabling  the  pio- 
neers to  repair  the  bridge,  over  which  we  crossed  on*  Tues- 
day morning  and  followed  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  until  ounarmy 
came  up  with  him  in  position  at  Malveru  Hill. 

.Taking  different  positions  during  the  morning,  in  the  afternoontthe 
brigade  |tdvanced,  under  order3  from  the  Major  General  commanding 
the  division,  through  a  heavy  fiie  of  lirtillery  to  adease  wood  ia  close 
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proxtmitj  of  the  enemj^s  position,  iriiete  it  lay  for  a  tiitfe  fti  reseiVe. 
Atarbout  fire  o'clock  it  was  ordered  to  tate  position  in  a  jangle  near 
tke  hili,  apon  which  the  enemy  was  established,  and  £o  the  left  of 
General  Anderson's  brigade,  whieh  it  'did  in  thlai  following  order : 
The  ftnpty*eighth  Georgia  was  now  on  the  right,  the  third  North  Car- 
oMntlmnd  the  forty-foarth  Georgia,  about  one  hundred  and  seventy 
men  of  which  had  rallied,  and  been  brought  by  Captain  Bedc  and 
oAer  oflScers,  and  the  first  North  Carolina  on  the  left,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Bynum,  of  the  second,  who  had  been  detached  for  thb 
eoannand  of  the  firsif  regiment! 

'  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Hill,  I  made  a  reconnoissance 
of  tht  enemy's  position'  and  found  him  immediately  in  our  front  in 
sfrong  force,  with  a  battery  ^11  advanced  toward,  us  and  supported 
'  by  strong  lines  of  infantry,  ^he  number  of  his  guns  could  only  be 
judged  of  by  the  rapidity  of  hi^  fire,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
country.  •      *     .  *       • 

At  about  half-past  six  or  seven  o'clock,  an  attack  was  made  by  the 
treopa  on  our  right,  and  we  were,  with  th0  other  brigades  in  advance, 
ordered  by  General  Hilf  to  move  forward  at  once  and  attack  the' 
energy.  Gordon^s  and  Anderson's  brigades  wer^  on  my  right, 
and  tbo  troop's  of«  the  three  mounted  the  hill  in  a  gallant  manner.  At 
its  brow,  our  troops  were,  met  with  a  furious  fire  of  shot  and  shell -anti 
musketry.  Officers  and  men  fell  fast,  but  they  maintained  thieir 
ground,' opening  Jind  keeping  up  a  severe  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  re* 
turn,  before  which  bid  advanced  battery  fell  back  and  his  troopa 
wavered.  He  pressed  hard  upon  our  left,  however,  and  while* moving 
hie'rcgtments  to  its  support,  the  gallant  and  the  accomplished  Colo- 
nel Gaston  Meares,  of  the  third  North  Carolina  regiment,  fell.  Mean- 
while Garland's  and  Cofqnitt's  brigiides  had  been  advanced  and  made 
godd  the  action'  on  the  right.  Darkness,  however,  was  rapidly^ap- 
pitMiehing  and  not  knowing  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  suffering,  the 
traops.fell  back  to  the  road  near  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Other  portibns 
withdrew  to  the  dover  of  tho  rising  ground,  and  the  night  coming  on, 
there  was  much  confusion  from  the  I039  of  officers  and  the  nature  of 
the  country.  Dense,  dark,  and  in  many  places  marshy,  observation 
could  reaoh  but  a  short  distance,  quick  movement  was  impossible,  and 
in  the- din  of  battle  the  voice* could  be  heard  but  a  few  yards.  Fre^h 
troops  were  ordered  forward,  and  the  troops  of  the  brigade  were  col- 
'lected  in  parties  by  such  officers  as  they  fell  in  with.  A  portion 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the  remain- 
der "with  portions  of  other  brigades  of  the  division,  having  been  col- 
lected, were  retired  a  short  distance  on  theCharlesCity  road.  During 
the  night,  the  enemy  fell  away  from  this  hardly  eontcstd  field.  On  ' 
Wednesday  morning,  the  brigade  was  reformed  at  the  church  in  front 
of  the  battle-field,  and  with  the  division,  whence  it  marched  a  short 
diataAoe  to  the  bivouaok,  at  and  near  which  it  remained  until*  the 
movement  of  the  9th  to  its  present  vicinity. 

The  movementa  and  ac||^a  of  4he  brigade  under  my  command, 
dnting  the  six  days'  operations  ^f  the  army  boing  but  a  constituent 
portion  of  those  of  the  division  and  army,  a  more  detailed  report  ia 
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bdlered  iroftdeesfftry*.  The  sgfft*egate  force  which  e»t€frej  {nto  thie 
eertos  of  engafrementSy  on.  the  uie  26th  of  June,  was  twe&ty-three 
hnndred' and  sixty-six,  inclading  pioneers  &nd  the  ambulance  corps. 
Of  this,  our  loss  has  been  forty -five  ofScerS  tond  eight  hundred  and 
forty -four  non-commisBioned  officers  and  privates  in  kilted,*  wounded, 
and  missing,  the  latter  class  numbering  but  thirty  Seven  oat  of 
eleven  field  officers  fell^  killed  a^nd  wounded,  while  leading  on  their 
regiments  and  of  the  seven,  four  are  dead.  To  the  memory  of  thetfe, 
the  eountry  will  give  that  meed  of  consideration  which  is  the  reward 
of  bravo  men,  battling  in  such  a  cause  as  ours. 

Three  colonels  out  of  four,  all  brave  and  accomplished  officers — Colo- 
nel M.^^.  Stokes,  of  t^ie  first  North  Carolina ;  Colonol  Gaston  Mearea, 
of  the  third  North  Carolina,  and  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,  of  the 
forty -fourth  Georgia— ^all  have  sealed  Reir  devotion  with  their  lives.  - 
Their  conduct  on  the  fieljl  was  beyond  praise,  and  in  their  loss,  their 
regimeats  and  the  service  hf^vQ- suffered  severely.  Major  Skinner,  of 
the  first  North  Carolina,  died  in  a  like  manner.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McDowell,  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ester, 
(the  former  severely,  the  latter  slightly,)  wefe  botfi  wounded  in  tho 
^  front  of  the  battle.  Of  the  surviving  officers — Colonel  Gibson  and 
'  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carswell,  of  the  forty-eighth  (jreorgia,  led  .their  ' 
regiments  in  the  actions  in  which  it  was  engaged.  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel De  liossot  and  Captain  Thurston,  (acting  field  officers,)  of  the 
third  North  Carolina,  behaved  with  credit  to  themselves',  and  mado 
good,  to  as  full  extent  as  possible,  the  loss  sustained  in  their  gallant 
colonel.  Captain  H.  A.  Brown,  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  rallied  . 
the  troops  of  his  regiment,  with  other  officers,  after  ail  the  field  offi- 
cers bad  been  lost,  and  led  the  regiment  until  relieved  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bynum.  Captains  Beck  and  Lumpkin,  of 
the  forty -fourth  Georgia, .  marched  with  the  brigade,  with  the 
fragment  of  tho  regiment,  on  the  27th,  and  served  'through  the  sab- 
•equent' actions.  But  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  of  this  regimont 
were  unhurt  at  the  action  at  Ellison's  Mills,  of  thosd  who  entered.  I 
was  attended  during  the  engagements  by  my  staff — Captain  Leo.  D. 
Walker,  A.  A.  GeneraJ,  and  Lieutenant  F.  G.  Ravenel,  aid'^de-camp. 
Lieutenant  Ravenel,  after  behaving  with  most  distinguit^hed  gallantry 
at  Ellison's  Mills  and  at  Cold  Harbor,' was  killed  while  leading  on 
the  troops  of  the  right  of  the  brigade  in  the  very  front  at  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill.  Of  all  who  have  fallen  during  this  series  of  engage- 
ments, none  braver  have  scaled  their  devotion  to  our  cause.  Major 
Mitchell,  brigade  commissary,  was  also  on  the  £eld,  and  rendered 
.  valuable  services. 

In-  conclusion,  I  beg  to  remark  that  tho  trpops  of  this  brigade,  ar- 
riving at  Richmond,  just  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  were 
ordered  immediately  to  the  front  and  performed  picket  and  out*post 
duty,' with  slight  intermission,  ttnttl'the  march  towards  Mechanics- 
ville.  Two  of  the  regiments— ^the  first  and  third  North  Carolina^— 
had  been  some  time  in  service,  but^iot  in  af^ion.  The  fi^rty-fourth  and 
forty-eighth  Georgia  wore  new  troops,  and  it  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted, 
as  thewhole  were  brigaded  for  the  first  time^  that  some  iortber  oppor- 
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tanitj  coQid  not  have  btea  aSbrded  for.  perfecting  th«ir  organization 
and due^line  aa  a  brigade.  Nerartl^l^ss  the  mass  of  th«  troops  did 
iheir  datj  well«  and  although  there  were  exceptions,  from  respect  to 
those  gaUant  officers  and  men  iirho  upheld  bravely  the  honor  of 
their  flag,  those  who  strajed-  from  iha  field  of  duty  I  leave  to  their 
ovD  consciences  and  the  condemnation  of  their  comrades. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  return,  and  lists  of  the  killed  and 
vouDded  and -the  reports  of  regimental  commanders^  so  far  as  they 
iaye  been  received.  « 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S,  RIPLEY, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  GARLAND'S  BRIGADE. 

Headqua^bters  Third  Brigadt:,  TurRD  DiyisiON,  > 

July  Hth,  1862.  J 

To  Major  Ratchford,  A.  A.  General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  report  of  the  op- 
erations of  this  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  a^fl' operations  of 
the  army  before  Richmond  :  " 

On  the  :25th  of  June,  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the,Wil* 
'liamsbui:g*road  induciog  Major  General  Huger,  whose  troops  were  in 
front,  to  call  for  support,  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  my,  brigade 
in' supporting  distance  of  Generals  Armistead^and  Wright,  and  co- 
operate with  them  to  sue)}  an  ezteloit  as  the  exigency  might  require. 
Those  Generals  having  moved  forward  .their  troops  into  the  woods  in 
front  of  our  lines  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  my  brigade  was  placed 
in  the  vaOHted  rifle-pits  and  kept  under  arms,  and  exposed  to  artillery 
five  during  the  entire  afterj^oon.  .        s 

'The  fifth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  D.  K.  McRae,  was  ordered  to 
move  forward  out  of  the  rifle-pits,. across  the /field  in  frpnt,  to  the  , 
edge  of  the  woods  opposite,  and  protect  a  sectioo  of  artillery  brought 
up  to  that  point  to  silence  the  enemy's  guns.  This  'duty  they  per- 
formed with  their  accustomed  alacrity,  and  happily  escaped  casual- 
ties. 

Having  spent  more  than  half  the  day  under  arms  and  under  fire, 
the  brigade  was  permitted  to  return  to  camp  .after  dark,  and  make 
preparations  for  the  impending  movements.  I  mention  the  foregoing 
'  fatigues  and  exposure,  because  they  were  in  the  nature  of  extra  duty 
borne  by  this  brigade,  on  tho  eve  of  general  operations,  and  the 
troops  should  recei^  the  proper  credit  for  it. .  Cooking  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  night,  and  then  catching  a  little  sleep,  the  brigade  moved, 
about  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  June,  along 
•with  the  rest  of  this  division,  to  a  position  on  the  Mechanics ville 
turnpike,  just  behind  the  crest  of  the  commanding  hills  which  ov.er- 
.  look- the  Gliickahorainy^  where  we  remained  in  position,  masked  from 
the  observation  oJF  the  enemy,  until 'Major  Ge^ral  A.  P.  Hill's  troops 
should  carry  Mechanicsville  from  the  other«side.  This  part  of  the 
•plan  being  at  length  accomplished,  late  in  the  afternoon,  this  brigade, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  (and  Major  General  Longstroet's) 
crossed  th^  Ghickahominy,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  under 
4he  crest  of  ^  hill  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  just  in  the  rear  of 
Ander^pn's  brigade.  In.  taking  this  position,  the  brigade  was  ex- 
posed to  aWvere  artillery  fire  from  the  works  of  the  enemy  on  the 
•^Beaver  Dam«  creek.  -  The  fire  ceasing  as  night  closed  in,  the  men  slept 
upon  their  arms,  in  line  of  battle.  ^     - 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we  were  put  in  mo- 
tion .to  move  off  to  the  position .  assigned  the  division,  in  echelon,  to 
\Maj6r  General  Jackson's  column  on  the., left,  as  we  swept  doif n  the 
Chickahominy.    *To  reach  this  posi&oUy  it  v[^af.^i^^c^£^|^^  cross  the 
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Beaver  Dam  •reek.     The  line  of  the  MeehanicsTilIe  tnrnpike  being 
still  obstructed  by  an  earthwork  of  the  enemy,  where  they  had  artil- 
lery and  Some  infantry,  while  our  artillery  engaged  that  of  the  en- 
emy^ and  part  of  the  division  remained  to  support  i&,  this  brigade, 
aloiig  with   that  of  General  Anderson,  moved  up   a   road  more  to 
thQ  left,   and  turning   in  through  the    country  and    crossing    the 
•creek  higher  up,  at  a  secret  ford,  turned  the  position  of  the  enemy 
and  gained  the  Mechafticsville  turnpike   again,  without  firing  a  shot. 
The  enemy,  meanwhile;  withdrew  their  guns  and  retired,  leaving  the 
way  open  for  the  artillery  to  come  up  from  Mechanicsville,  and  the 
other  brigades  also.     The  whole  division  was  now  reunited,  and  ef- 
fected a  junction  with  Major  General  Jackson's  forces  near  where  the  . 
road  from  Pale  Green  Church  crosses  the  turnpike.     From' thence  we 
moved  To  Jackson's  left,  and  taking  the  circuitous  route  by  the  Beth- 
esda  Church,  proceeded  to  Cold  Harfior,  and  thence  towards  New  Cold' 
HarVor,  which  point  w6  reached  early  in  the  afternon  of  Friday,  27t*h. 
As  we  approached  a  road  crossing,  the  line  of  our  route,  near  New 
Cold  Harbor,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  line  of  battle,  with  artil- 
lery, to  oppose  our  progress.     Thcii  position  was  quite  a. strong  one, 
and  dispositions, were  made  for  an  engagement.-     Captain  Bondu rant's 
battery,  of  this  brigade,  being  brojiight  up  to  the  front,  took  position 
lust  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Anderson's  brigade  being  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  tight,  this  brigade  was  placed  in  line  of  b&ttle  on  the 
left  of,  and  perpendicular  to,  the  road  by  which  we  hid  advariced;  the 
fifth  North  Carolina  on  the  right,  Jioldinga  little  copse  of  timber  jtfat 
next  the  battery  and  the  road,  the  rest  of  tho  line  in  the  edge  of  a 
second  growth  of  diminutive  pines,  which  should  be   called  a  jungle, 
not  a  piece  of  timber,  through  which  I  threw  forward  a  line  of  skir- 
mi?-Viera  to  the  further  sitie,  n(ixt  and  near  to  enemy.     These  ski r- 
misjhers  found  themselves  on  one  side  of  a  valley,  through  the  boftom 
of  which  ran  a  ditch,  the  ground  rising  to  a  crest  on  the  other  side, 
)frhere,  in  the  edge  of  th^  woods  tho  enemy's  lines  extended,  being 
some  four  hundred  yards  oflFx    Their  line  of  battle  seems  oblique  to 
our  own,  and  in  my  view,  the  advance  of  my  own  brigade  in"  line  of 
battle  through  the  tangled  growth  in' Aront  seemed  impracticable  and 
further  liable  to  the  objection  that  my  right  flank  would  be  exposed 
to  the  fife  of  the  enemy's  line,  posted  obliquely  to  my  own.     Those* 
views  were  stated  to  Ihe  General  of  division,  and  determined  the  di- 
''rection  of  the  subseqtte*nt  movement  of  the  brigade.     An  active  ar- 
tillery fight  was  now  carried  on  for   some   time,  in  which   Captaiii 
Bondurant's  battery  Was  engaged.     That  fine  officer,  his  men  and  of- 
ficers behaved  well,  and*  rendered  an  effective  fire.   .Buttheenei^ 
soon  ascertaining  the  exact  range,  and  bringing  up'  heavier  metal; 
Captain  Bondurant  sustained  a  loss  of  two  killed  and  one  mortally 
wounded,  since  dead,  making  three,  and  fourteen  w<}unded;  and  twenty- 
eight  horses  killed  and  disabled.     He  was  now  relieved  and  sent  to  the 
rear,  having  fire3  nearly  all  his  rounds.     Captain  Bondurant  had  also 
been  engaged  at  Mechanicsi^ille  on  Thursday  evening.     Major  Gene- 
ral Jackson  arriving  on  our  part  of  tho  field,  a  change  was  raa-de  in 
the  disposition  of  our  infantry  forces,  equivalent  to  u  change  of  fr^ant 
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to  rear,  on  the  loft  battalion  of  my  brigade,  the  expectation  beitig  that 
the  enemy  would  be  rolled  back  upon  us,  and  received  by  us  in  thia 
new  position.  The  sounds  of  an  active  engagement  were  now  heard 
goiDg  on,  immQ4iatj&'I*y  in  front  of  the  last  position,  and  perceiving 
that  the  result  was  doubtful,  brigade  after  brigade  of  our  division  was 
otdered  to  proceed  towards  the  sound  of-  the  firing.  To  do  this,  all 
had  to  cross  an  open  field,  several  hundred  yards  wide,  under  a  vig- 
orous Enfilading  fire  of  artillery,  and  ^ain  a  skirt  of  timber  covering 
a  raVine,  some  half  a  mile  ii>  front.  This  brigade  was  ordered  for- 
ward last  to  go 'to  the  support  of  the  others,  this  being  Setmed  more 
judicious  on  the  whole*  than  to  charge  the  enemy's  batteries  and  in- 
fantry supports,  already  referred  to.  Reaching  the  skirt  of  iNM)oda 
referred  to,  I  there  found  the  rest  of  th6  division,  lying  unengaged 
under  cover  ;  the  fight  being  still  further  on  in  another  woods  sepa- 
rated by  ail  opening  of  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  yards.  General 
^derson's  brigade  (the  fiirst  sent  ovcrj  seems  to  have  driven  some  of 
the  enemy  from  the  belt  of  woods,  in  which  I  found  the  division' 
Owing  to  \hQ  necessity  of  prolonging  lin6s  to  lefi  or  right,  as  tho 
brigades  cfkme  up,  I  found  that  several  reciments  were  detached  from 
their  brigades;  and  that  there  were  severjU  lines  of  our  troops  in  tho  ' 
belt  of  timber  in  reserve  to*  each  other. 

Communicating  with  General  Anderson,  wd  ascended  out  of  tho 

•  ravine  to  cemmanding  open  ground,  from  whence  we  could  see  tho 
engagement  in  front  of  us.  We  perceived  a  line  of  fresh  troops 
bpou^t  up  at  right  angles  to  oair  position,' to  tho  ^dge  of  the  woods 
in  pur  front,  and  pouring  in  volley  fires  into  a  line  screened  from  our 
view  by  the  woods.     We  concluded,  from  our  imperfect  knowleige  of 

.  localities,  that  the  line  we  saw  faust  be  the  enemy,  and  that  their 
flank  was  fairly  exposed  to  us.  In  -the  absence  of  superior  coin* 
maikders,  we  were  consulting  as  to  taking  the  responsibility  .of 
ordering  a  charge  on  this  exposed  flank  of  the  enemy,  across  tho 
intervening  open  fields,  under  the  helivy  fire,  of  artillery,  when  Mijor 
General  Hill  joined  us  in  person.  We  pointed  out-to  him  the  sitii*« 
tion  and  explained  our  proposed  plan,  which  he  at  once  adopted  and 
ordered  the  charge  to  be  made  without  delay,  as  the  evening  was 
ftlreadv  woarin«c  late.     Under  the  order  of  tha  General  of  division  all 

.the  brigades  were  to  advance,  and  accordingly  no  time  waS  lost  in 
sending  l:;aok  detached  regiments  to  their  briga(|^s.  *  This  will  account 
for  the  fact  that  I  found  on  the  left,  and  under  my  general  super- 
vision, the  third  North  Carolina,*  Colonel  Mears,  of  General  Ripley's 
brigade^  and  one  of  the  regiments  of  Generahllodes'  brigade. 
•  By  a  change  of  position,  unnecessary  to  Ife.  detailed,  I  had  placed 
Colonel  McRae,  with  the  fifth  North  Carolina,  on  the  left  of  my 
brigade  ;  and  the  line  being  a  long  one,  (with  the  additions  stated,)  I 
requested  him  to  c*xercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  troops  on  tho 
left,  subject  to  my* orders.  The  whole  line  now  moved  forward  with 
rapidity  and  enthusiasm.  So  soon  as  it  had  well  clfiaved  the  skirt  of 
timber  an€  emerged  upon  the  open  plateaui  the  enemy's  artillery 
phiyt'd  lijfuu  it,  but  their  fire  was  checked  by  a  movement 'pr^scn^ly 
10  be  mention^.*' The  effect  of  our  appearadce  at   this  opportuao 
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jvneA|^«,  chdering  an^  ehargiag,  decided  the  fate  of  the  daj.  lih% 
enemy  broke  and  retreated  ;  made  a  sectond  brief  stand,  which  indoced 
my  immediate  command  to  halt»  under  good  cover  of  the  bank  on  tha  . 
roadside,  anj}  return  their  fire  ;  when,  charging  forward  again,  thej 
broke  and  scattered  in  every  direction,  and  following,  I  found  that  I 
had  effected  a  junction  with  Major  General  Jackson's  column,  meeting 
with  General  Lawton  in  person,  and  with  the  officers  and  troops  of 
Hood^s  and  Winder's  brigades.  The  battle  was  noy  over,  except  a 
scattering  iKght  around  a  hpuse  to  pur  left,  near  which  the  enemy's 
Ibatteries  had  been  posted.  As  our  line  moved  forward,  several  regi« 
ments  on  the  left,  viz :  the  twentieth  North  Carolina  and  third  North 
Carolina,  were  swung  ai!#und  by  Major  General  Hill's  orders  to  attack 
this  battery,  and  thus  to  prevent  it  from  playing  -on  the  other  troops 
charging  over  the  plain.  In  this  movement  the  twentieth  North 
Carolina^  Colonel  Iverson,  participated,  sustaining  a  heavy  loss ;  and, 
at  a  later  period,  I  sent  Colonel  Scales,  thirteenth  Norih  CarMinfi,  to 
'  reinforce  our  troops  there.  '  Ti^e  attack  was  partially  successful,  our 
troops  acting  handsomely  and  maintaining  themselves  against  supe* 
rior  numbers.  .  • 

Having  effected  the  junction  with  Major  General  Jackson's  troops, 
as  above  stateU,  I  suggested  to  General  Li^wton  that  further  rein« 
forcements  shouldbe  sent  to  this  point  on  the  lef t^  wliich  being  done, 
jthe  enemy  made  no  further  stand,  but  abandoned  the  entire  field. 
I'hus  ended  the  battle  of  Cold  Har^^or,  in  which  this  brig^ade  bore  an 
honorable  part,  sustaining  a  loss  there  of  about  five  hundred  killed 
and  wounded. 

That  night,  with. the  other  troops,  we  bivouacked  on  the  field. '  The 
next  mo]rning,.  about  ten,  A.  M.,  we  moved,  with  the  other  troops,  in 
the  direction  of  the  Grapevine  bridge,  to  Turkey  Hill.  Finding  the 
bridge  destroyed  and  that  the  enemy  had.'some  fprce  and  a  battery  oa 
Ihe  other  side,  we  were  halted  and  drawQ  i>p  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  ihfi  road,  while  several  pf  our  batteries  shelled  the  supposed 
position  of  the  enemy. 

*We  were  delayed  at  this  point  -during  that  day  and  the  next.     On 

the  morning  of  the ,  the  Grapevine  bridge  being  rebuilt  and  the 

road  clear,  this  brigade,  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  crossed  and, 
moving  across  the  line  of  the  York  River  foad,  struck  into. the  road 
to  Bottom's  Bridge^down  which  we  proceeded,  capturing  prisoners, 
&c.,  until  we  turnectio  the  right,  following  the  'course  of  the  enemy, 
and  took  the  road  crossing  the  White  Oak  Swamp  and  rqnning.  into 
thelLiong  Bridge  road.  Upon  reaching  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  we  . 
found  the  bridge  destroyed  and  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  a  atrong  posi«- 
tion  oii  the  other  side,  with  artillery.  The  infantry  being  kept  under 
cover,  our  arti)lery  was  brought  up  in  force  and  opened  on  tho  enemy, 
with  marked  efieet.  They  withdrew  their  battery  to  a  safer  position. 
At  thia  point  we  were  delayed  another  day,  until  the  enemy*  retired 
and  the  bridge  over  the  White  Oak  Swamp  was  rebuilt.  Cro9sin|( 
next  morning,  wefollowed  op  the  jretreat  of  the  enemy  towards  Jamea 
river,  into  the  L9ng  Bridge  road,  and  then  into  the  Qualter  road,, to* 
wajds.Turkey  brivjge, .  At  ^lalyera  Hill .  the  enemy  madQp,tbjir.lj^8t  . 
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^tandy  witli  several  batfaoms  and  two  lines  of  iu&nity  in  a^mmiiJI- 

ing  position.  Our  own  infantry  were  put  under  cover  near  tbe  road, 
waiting  to  observe  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  our  artillery^  this  brigade 
lying  behind  that^of  General  Ripley,  in  reserve,  with  Qplquiit's  still 
in  our  rear.  The  concentrated  fire  of  two,  of  the  'enemy's  batten e^a 
from  the  hill  was  too  heavy  for  the  single  battery  (Moorman's)  which 
we  opposed  to  them.  Late  in  th^  afternoon  orders  were  commanicatecl 
that  the  Comroaiuler-in-Ghief  had  selected  a  position  from  which  our 
artillery  could  enfilade  the  enemy's  batteries;  that  the  effect  of  ouV 
fire  could  be  seen,  and  tbat^  when  th^  enemy's  gttns  were  crippled -or 
sijenced,  that  a  general  advance  of  the  infantry  would  be  ordered. 
The  enfilading  fire  soon  oog[imeneed,  and  theicommander  of  this  divis- 
ion, accompanied  by  several  of  the  brigade  commanders,  including 
the  writer,  went  to  a  point  from  wbich  the  effect  could  be  observed. 
Bo  far  from  producing  marked  effect,  the  firing  was  so  wild  that  we 
HrerS  re1;urning  to  our  post^  under  the  impression  that  no  movement 
of  infantry  would  be  ordered,  when  s.uddfenly  grie  or  two  brigades* 
belonging  to  a  division  on  our  rigii#  (either  Magruder's  or  Huger's), 
charged  out*of  .the  woods,  towards-  the  right,  with  a  shout.  Major 
.General  Hilf  at  ^nce  exclaimed:  '*  That  must  be  the  general  advance', 
bring  up  your  brigades,  as  soon  as  possible  and  join  in' it."  -Hurry- 
ing back  to  my  own  brigade,  I  moved  i(  down  ^the  road,  by  the  flankj 
to  the  edge  of  the  field,  over  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  play^ 
ing,  and,  filing  out  to  my  right,  formed  line  of  battle.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  advance  and  charge  the  batteries,  which  were  some  eight 
lor  nine  hundred  yacds  off;  on  a  commanding  hill,  straight  to  the  front, 
aupportel  by  two  lines  of  infantry.  TKere  was  •no  cover  and  the 
ground  nearest  tbe  enemy  was  ploughed.  ^  Anderson's,  Ripley's  and 
£odes'  brigades  (Gordon  commanding)  .had  proceeded  further  (fjwn 
the  road,  thus  keeping  under  partial  cover  and  approaching  ?ompwhat 
nearer  and  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  position.  When  ordered  for* 
ward,  I  saw  no  troops  of  our  own  in  front  of  me.  The  brigade  moved 
forward  with  alacrity  about  half-way  toihe  battery,  or*  ne.irer,  wheit 
the  terrible,  fire  of  artillery  and  the*  openii\g  fire  of  the  infantry,  in- 
duced them  to  halt,  lie  down  and  cojpmonce  firing,  without  mj  orders 
i^pd  contrary  to  ttem 

.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  ^as  very  severe,  and  being  satisfied  that  the 
fxhibition  of  force  presented  by  a  single  briga(ie  on  that  front  was 
not  sufficient  to  intimidate  the  foe,  nor  to  carny  the  position,  I  sent 
my  acting  aid-de-camp,  Lieutent^nt  Haywood,  to  inform  Major  Gen- 
.  eral  D.  H.  Hill,  that  unless  I  was  reinforced  quickly  I  could  effect 
nothings  and  could  not  hold  the  position  I  then  occupied.  After  some 
delay  a  brigade  appeared  from  the  woods  in  my  rear,  and  806me<jl 
coming  up  to  my  support.  But  their  movements  seemed  slow,  and  before 
they  reached  me  my  m«n  began  .to  give  way,  and  very  many  ceased 
tp  respond  to  my  efforts  to  hold  them  in  line  and  maintain  tbe  posi- 
tion*. Remaining  on  the  spot,  until,  in  spite  of  every  eSort,  the 
lyen  could  no.  loiter  be  beU  there,  tbe  brigade  fell  baek  to^  the  edge 
of  the  woods  {torn  which  we  bad  started.  It  is  not,  my  desire' to  in*' 
4%]ge^n  ^riticicm'  or.  crimination.     It  is^  enough  to  say,  that  tiicro 
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^as,  ^aoieho.w,  a  want  af.  concert  ahd  co-operation  in  the  whole  affaif^ 
idiat  made  a  aitecessfal  attack  impractieable,  and'  the  consequeni 
jdisorder  and  Btraggling  of  troopa  most  lamentable.  My  own  brigade 
;went  up  as  far  as  any  troops  I  saw  npon  the  field,  and  behaved  &# 
,ireIK  If  they  retired,  bo  did  all  liie  rest  who  were  ordered  to  charge 
tiie  battery.  The  whole  division  became  scattered. 
•  As  night  closed  in,  General  Riplfy,  Colonels  Grordon  and  Colquitt, 
feommandtng  brigades,)  and  myself,  set  to  work  in^itenoert  to  collect 
eur  commands  together  and  bivouaot^emr  in  a  place  of  security.  Next 
morning  we  found  th%t(,^  eqpmy  were- themselves  so  far  damaged  by 
the  previo^^s  day's  work,  that  they  had  retreated  frt>m  Malvern  Hill 
Having  gotten  our  CQimmaods 'together  during  the  day,  suitable. details 
iprere  made  for  hurrying  the  ,dead. 

This  brigade,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  wbre  now  put  in 
bivonac,  near  the  scene  of  tho  late  battle-field,  with  orders  to  collect 
the  arms  and  munitions,  get  off  the  wounded,  the  prisoners,  &c.  ^  I 
bad  neglected  to  say^hat  Colonel  McRae,  of  the  fifth  North  Carolina^ 
with  his  own  regiment  and  the  fourth  North  Carolina,  of  Anderson's 
brigade,  had  beiQii  pi^viously  ordered  back  upon  simillir  duties  nearer 
to  Kichmond.  They  were  not  present  at  Malvern  Hill.  These  duties 
being  all  discharged,  and  our  army  receiving  orders  to  return  towards 
ttichmond,  this  brigade, 4ilong  with  the  division,  returned  tg  its  old 
position  near  the  Willij^msburg  road,  . 

:  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  general  good  conduct  of  th6 
regimental  commandersof  this  brigade  tlirooghout  these  trjing scenes. 
Colonel  McRiie,  (Absent  from  Malvern  Hill  under  orders,}  exhibited 
bis  accustomed  gallantry  and  good  judgment  at  Cold  Hai^or,  render* 
ing  me  material  assistance  in  boking  after  the  left  of  my  line.  'CoU 
«nel  Scales,  thirteenth  North  Carolina,  was  conspicuous  for  his  fine 
bearin;; — seizing  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  at  a  criticjil  moment,  at 
Cold  Harbor,  and  advancing  to  the  front;  he  called  upon  the  thir^ieenth 
to  stand  to  them,  thus  restoring-  confidence  and  keeping  his  men  in 
position.  Colonel  Iverson  was  seriously  wounded,  at  an  early  period, 
.while'  gallantly  leading,  up  his  regiment  to  take  the  battery,  at  th^ 
bouse  on  the  left,  at  Cold  Harbor.  This  movement  seems  to  have 
been  ordered  by  the  division  commander.  The  twentieth  North 
Caro^na,  after  Colonel  Iverson  was  wounded,  was  led  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Franklin  J.  Faison.  They  advanced  gallantly  and  took  the 
battery,  which  they  held  for  ten  minutes.*  The  gallant  Faison  received 
a  mortal  wound  in  the  very  act  of  turning  one  of  the  captured  pieces 
upon  the  flying,  foe,  and  breathed  out  his  noble  spirit  in  the  moment  of 
victory.  He  was  greatly  beloved,  and  his  memory  wiU  be  cherished 
with  veneration  and  pride.  Having  sustained  a  loss  of  seventy  killck) 
and  two  hundred aod.tw^  wounded  in  this  chargei,  whieh  was  tempo- 
varily  successful,  th^  enemy  soon  returned  in  larger  foroe,  and  thii 
xegimeut,  having  .no  sopporta,  retir^,  under  orders  from  Major  Toon^ 
In  ,the.  cover  of  the  wood  out  of  which  it  had  charged. 
...Colqnel  Wade,  tjrelftb  North  Carolina,  conduot^  his  regiment  with 
coolness  an4'<U.seretiQa.  Colonel  Christie,  twenty- third  North  Caro* 
linik^iiad  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded,  in  the  successful  charge,  at' 
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Gold  Harbor,  vhile  leading  his  regiment  and  bearing  himself  hand- 
somely, when  the  command  of  this  regiment  again  fdl  upon  Lieuten- 
ant I.  J.  Young,  who  had  been  in  «AlMiiaTid  daring  the  absence  of 
Colonel  Christie  from  the  effect  of  his  injuries  at  the  ^*  Seven  Piiies:'* 
I  desire  to  notice  the  conduct  oF  Lieutentant  Toung  as  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill, 
while  leading  the  regiment,  and  compelled  to  retire.  In  the  absence 
of  threo  regimental  commanders,  who  led  the  thirteenth,  twentieth 
and  tweMy-third  Korth  Carolina  regiments,  in  the  recent  engage- 
ments, the  regimental  reports  of  those  commands  refrain  from  the 
aelection  of  the  names  of  particular  officers  and  men  for  special  gal- 
lantry. Colonel  McRae  presents  the  following  from  the  fifth  North 
Carolina,  as  deserving  special  mention  at -Cold  Harbor/ viz:  Major 
Sinclair,  wounded  early  and  compelled  to  retire ;  Lieutenants  Riddick, 
Bprague,  Davis,  Brookfield,  (severely  wounded,)  Taylor  and  Hay- 
wf  od ;  Color  Sergeant  Grimstead,  wounded ;  Privates  Noah  McDaniel, 
(wHo  capered  seven  prisoners,)  and  Jo\Lti  Trotman.  Colonel  Wade, 
twelfth  North  jCa^olina,  mentions  the  good  'conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Hummer,  company  C.,.and  private  T.  L.  Emory,  company  A. 

My  personal  staff,  during  these  engagements,  consisted  of  Captain 
Charles  Wood,  A.  A.  General,  Lieutenants  Ro.  D.  Eaily  and  F.  M. 
Haywood,  Jr.,  the  last  at  Malvern  Hill  only.  I  can  most  sincerely 
testify  to  their  gallantry  and  intelligence.  *  Lieutenant  Early  wai 
severely  wounded,  and  Captsdn  Wood  had  his  horse  instantly  killed 
under  him  by  a  solid  shot.  • 

I  present  below  a  succinct  statement  of  killed  and  wounded,  and 
file  lists  of  ^he  same  by  name.  .  ■  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself.  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  GARLAND,  Jr., 
BiiiadUr  General^  commanding  Third  Brigad,  Third  Ditision. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIfiM.  GENERAL  J.  R.  ANDERSON, ' 

Headquarters  Thirj)  Brioade,  >     ^ 
Gamp  en  Mills*  Farm^  July  85,  1862.      S 

Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  • 

Commanding  Light  Division  : 

General  :  In  OQmpIia^ce  with  yoar  order,  I  respectfully  submit  ^ 
report  of  the  part  taken  t>y  the  third  brigade  in  the  combats  before 
Richmond.  • 

On  Wednesday  evenings  26th  of  Jane,  in  pursuance  of  your  order, 
I  put  my  brigade  in  motion^  and  marched  to  Meadow  Bridge,  where 
we  bivouacked  that  night. 

On   Thursday  afternoon,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  march,  and  fol- 
lowed the  first  brigade,  (General  Field,)  crossing  the  Meadow  Bridge^ 
»nd  down  the  road  to  Me^hanicsville.     When  within  a  fe^  hundred 
yards  of  MechanicsvillO)  the  enemy  having  opened  from  his  battery 
to  the  left  and  beyond  the  place,  my  battery,  C;iptain  Mcintosh,  was 
directed,  by  your  order,  to.takp  position  and  draw  his  fire,  while  I 
was  directed  to  make  a  dctoar  to  the  left,  under  the  direction  of  f 
guide,  and  capture  the  battery.     It  had  to  march  about  a  mi\e,  a' part 
of  the  way  through  a  very  dense  wood,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
know  ^whether  we  would  strike  a  favorable  point  of  attack.     I  ordered 
Colonel  Thomas,  cpmmanding'the  leading  regiment,  to  make  a  d^tojar, 
so  as,  if  possible,  to  take  tho.battery  in  reverse  or  in  rear,  and  the 
other  regiments  to  support  him. .   Being  totally  Tin  acquainted  \«ith 
the  groopd,  we  came  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  and' the  sharps 
shooters,  too  much  to  the  right'.     Colonel  Thomas,  however,  dished 
forward  with   his   regiment,  withholding   his   fire,  and  succeeded   in< 
crossing  the  creek,  (Beaver  Dam,)  and  gaining  the  wood,  dislodging: 
the  enemy  posted  there,  and  driving  them  back.     They  were  soon 
heavily  reinforced,  and  renewed  the  attack,  and  were  a  second  time 
repulsed,  with  loss--rGoJonei  Thomift  behi^  well  supported  by  the 
fourteenth  Georgia,  liieutenant  Colonel  Fuisom,  and  the  third  Lou*- 
isiana  battalioti,  Lieutenant. Colonel   Pendleton.     In   the  meantime,. 
the  forty-ninth  and  forty-fifth  Georgia  camo  up,  and  were  posted  on 
tho  right,  opening  a  fire  from  their  position  on  the  enemy,  lodgedi 
their  rifle-pits  beyond  the  creft.     -fi^ight   approaching,  and  havin* 
now  ascertained  tho  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy's  works,  tha 
they  were,  contrary  to  our  expoctatioas,  located  on  the  far  side  qf 
Beaver   Dam,  that   my   right  was   separated   from  them  by  a  wiild 
morass,  through  which  ran   the  creek,  considerably  dammed  up,*  and 
that  the  ground  gained  by  the  daring  of  the  thirty-tifth  and  fourteenth 
Georgia  and  third  Louisisiana  battalion',  was  stili  separated  from  th# 
enemy's  mAin  workby  adeep  ravine,  and  their  position  strengthened  by 
abattis  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  whilst  its  crest  was  strongly  supportbi  by 
extensive  rifle-pits,  manned  with   sharpshooters.     I  concluded  it  was* 
bettor  to  adopt 'another  liner  of  approach,  by  a  qfiovement  further  .to» 
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ilie  left,  nikobsenred,  through  the  woods,  perhaps  three^qmr^rs,  of.  a 
tDile,  80  as  to  gtin  the  table  land  nea^  the  Old  Church  road^  and^  take 
t^  work  in  rear.  Darkness  prevented  the  execution  of  this  plan,  and 
I  determined  to  bivouack  my  brigade,  and  reported  to  you  my  readi** 
ness  to  execute  the  enterprise  the  next  .morning. 

In  this  fight  ^  hare  to  report  th^  loss  of  some  of  my  best  officefs  la 
killed  and  wounded,  and  many  men,  all  of  ^hom  behaved  in  a  ihaqaer 
woVthy  of  all  praise.  I  would  specially  notice  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
£.  L.  Thomss,  commanding  thirty- fifth  Georgia,  who  evinced  fearless- 
ness and  good  judgment,  not  only  in  this  affair^  t)ut  throughout  the 
whole  expedition.  He  was  wounded  on  this  occasion,  bat  remained 
always  on  duty,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  *  His  adjutant,  too^  Lieu- 
tenant Ware,  was  conspicuous  /or  his  gallantry,  and  sealed,  with  hia 
life,  bis  devotion  to  the  cause  of  hi's  country,  as  did  other  valuably 
•officers,  whose  names  have  been  reported  to  you.  I  have  also,  as  th^ 
vesuh  of  this  action,  to  regret  the  loss  from  the 'service,  at  least  for  a 
time,  of  Colonel  A.  J.  Lane,  commanding  forty-ninth  Georgia,  whc^ 
received  a  painful  and  serious  wound  ih  &e  arm,  and  of  Lieutenani 
Colonel  Simmons,  of  the  same  regiment.  Kor  can  L  omit  to  call 
•piecial  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  L.  P«  Thomas;^ 
quartermaster  of  the  thirty -fifth  Georgia,  who  volunteered  his  eorvicea 
for  the  occasion,  in  the  field,  seeing  his  regiment  deficient  in  field 
officers.  He  rendered  valuable  services,  until  he  was  serious!/ 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulsom,  of  the  fourteenth  Georgia, 
also  deserves  special  mention.  This  officer  was  confined  to  his  sick 
bed,  Itut  as  scon  as  the  order  was  given  to  move  forward  he  got  up^ 
"and  gallantly  led  his  regiment,  though  laboring  under  the  effects  of 
disease.  .  .     .* 

On  Friday  morning,  the  enemy  having  evacutated  the^place  at.- 
tacked  the  evening  before  by  my  brigade,  I  commenced  the  march,  as 
ordered  by  you,  deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  the  woodland 
north  of  the  M-echanicsville  road,  between  the  village  and  the  river. 
8oon  I  received  orders  lo  fall  in  the  column  proceeding  down  the  road, 
and  placed  my  brigade  in  the  position  assigned  it,  next  to  the  second 
brigade,  ^Brigadier  General  Gregg's.  Captain  Mcintosh's  battery, 
attached  to  my  brigade,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition,  and  one 
piece  being  disabled,  was  left  behind,  to  renew  its  supply  .and  repair 
damages ;  and  I  ordered  up   (laptain  Greenlee  Davidson's  battery, 

(Letcher  Artillery,)  from  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy. .  It  waa, 
Lowever,  so  late  in  the  day  bffore  tthat  gallant  and  active  officer  re- 
eeceived  my  order,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  reach  me  before. the 
affair  at  Cold  Harbor,  though  I. learn. that  be  took  a  part  in  the  fight 
at  a  point  on  that  field,  which  he  reached  before  ascertaining  where 
my  command  was  posted. 

•  After  crossing  the  stream  at  Gaines'  Mill,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to 
'  proceed  up  the  right-hand  road,  and  afterwarSs  I  received  an  order 
from  you,  thriugh  one  of  your  aids,  to  march  witli  caution,  as  the 
enteiy  were  said  to  be  in  force  at  Turkey  hill.  I  threw  forward  an 
advance  guard,  and  flankers  on  each  side  of  the  road,  in  the  woods, 
witill  arrived  at/theorosa  xoada,  where  we  ah8<erve4  the  eneaiy'a 
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f^i<?ket9»  two  of  whom  wo  enpturod  in  the  wood  on  dnr  right.  I  then 
filed  (0  the  right,  marching  through  the  woods  by  the  right  flank, 
until  my  right  reached  the  field  in  which  General  Pender's  battery 
was  posted  and  playing  on  the  enemy.  Here  I  faced  to  the  front,  and 
marched  forward  in  Itne-of-battle,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
kefore  us,  whilst  I  was  sapported  by  General  Field's  brigade,  a  few 
paces  Id  rear. 

On  arriving  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  we  cam%nnder  a  brisk  fire 
of  the  enemy,  which  increased  as  we  emerged  from  it* and  crossed  the 
iaarrow  slip  of  land  to  the  crest  of  the  hill.  This  hill  was  separated. 
by  a  deep  ravine  and  creek  from  the  enemy's  position.  Here  the  bri- 
gade encountered  a  very  hot  fire,  both  of  masketry  and  shells,  whieh 
brought  ns  to  a  halt  from  the  doable  qnick  in  whioh  I  eommenc^ 
the  charge.  -  But  it  was  only  after  a  third  charge  in  which  every  effort 
tras  made  hj  me  to  gain  the  enemy's  lines  beyond  the  ravine,  thai  ini 
consequence  of  some  wavering  in  the  centre,  I  concluded  to  order  my 
men  to  lie  down  in  the  edge  <^.the  woods  and  hold  the  position.  At 
tiie  same  time,  it  seeming  to  oe  totally  impracficabl#at  this  point  to 
effect  a  -passive  of  the  ravine,  I  ordered  the  thirty-fifth  and  forty- 
ftfth  Georgia,  who,  under  their  brave  leaders,  Goloneh  E.  L.  Thomas 
and  F.  Hardeman,  the  former  on  my  right  fl%nk  and  the  latter  oh  ^y 
left,  had  proceeded  a  considerable'  distance  in  advance  of  the  centre, 
to  fall  back  in  line  and  lie  on  the  ground,  which  position  we  main- 
tained until,  by  the  general  charge,  the  day  was  won.  On  the  night 
«f  the  29th,  (Sunday,)  my  brigade  having  had  a  very  exhausting 
march  in  the  position  assigned  it  in  your  column*  bivouacked  on  the 
Darbytown  road  near  Atlee's.  Manjr  of  the  men  fell  down  by  the 
wayside  unable  to  march  further  on  that  day.  The  n3xt  morning, 
{SUth,)  when  the  firing  commenced  at  Frazier's  farm,  I  received  an  order 
from  you  to  form  close  eolumn  of  regiments  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
Irhich  was  executed,  on  the  right  Here  we  were  within  the  range  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  but  had  not  many  ^asu<Uties.  About  sunset,  I  re- 
ceived yotfr  order  to  bring  forward  my  brigade  and  formline<of-battle 
on  this  crest  of  the  ridge,  which  was  quickly  done,  the  road  dividing 
tny  line  into  two  parts,  the  third  Louisiana  battalioa  and  fourteenth 
Georgia  regimeiit  forming  the  left,  while  the  thirty-fifth,  forty-fifth  and 
forty-ninth  Georgia  formed  the  right  wing.  I  was  then  o'rdered  to  send 
forward  my  left  wing,  under  the  senior  officer  present,  Lieutenant  Gelo- 
onel  Pendleton,  of  the  thiid  Louisianabattalion,  who  led  it  into  the  fight. 
A  few  minutes  later,  by  your  order,  I  led  the  remainder  ctf  my  brigade 
into  the  fight,  with  a  warning  from  you,  that  one  of  our  brigafes  was 
in  my  front.'  This  order  was  promptly  and  enthusiastically  exeojited 
by  the  whole  command,  the  more  so,  doubtless,  as,  at  this  moment,  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  galloped  by  us,  the  whole  length 
%{  my  column,  and  was  recognized  and  vociferously  cheered  by  the 
men.  We  had  about *half  a  mile  to  march,  and  the  sound  and^^h-of 
tbe  musketry  indicating  the  enemy's  position  to  be  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  I  filed  t^  ^  left  and  changed  my  front  forward  so  as  to  form 
line-of-battl^*pttmlel  to  what  appeaVed  to  be  that  of  the  enemy.  By 
this  fime  it  was  dark.    I  imAiMiately  gave  the  order,  '/^cwanl  m 
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line-of-battle/'  The  march  was  handsomely  performed.  Orders  were 
'given  that  no  musket  wfis  to  be  fired  unttl  we  came  op  with  and  recog- 
Xiised  €ur  friends  in  front.  Thetnarch  was  continued  in  perfect  order, 
under  a  galling  fire,  until  we  came  up  to  a  fence,  and,  on  my  rights 
found  my  left  wing  in  position,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pendleton. 
I  immediately  ordered  my  brigade  over  the  fence,  and,  placing  myself 
in  its  front,  re-formed  the  line,  still  believing  our  friends  to  be  in  front, 
and  determined  to^roceed  to  their  aid.  At  this  moment,  I  was  {ast 
able  to  see  a  for^e,  which  seemed  to  be  a  brigade  or  division,  march- 
ing down  upon  us,  and  was  soon  satisfied  that  they  were  the  enemy ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  inspire  my  men  with  this  belief,  especially  as 
tiio  enemy,  not  then  more  than  fifty  or  seventy-five  yards  from  ua, 
wpre  constantly  singing  out,  *'for,God's  sake  don't  fire  on  us,  we  are 
friends."  An  order  to  fire,  at  this  moment,  I  was  satisfied  would  be 
onaiKiiling,  so  I  ordered  *'  Charge  bayonets  in  double  quick,'"  hoping 
that  a  moment  more  would  satisfy  my  men  of  their  mistake.  At  this 
moment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  artillery,  who  happened 
to  como  up,  rendered  ibe  valuable  a8}us*tance  in  attempting  to  unde- 
ceive my  command,  but  it  seemed  to  be  impossible,  and  Us  consequent 
demoralization  was  great  and  unfortunate.  All  doubr  should  soon 
have  been  removed, on  the  part  of  the  enemy ,  by  the  command  **  fire," 
they  delivered  a  very  deadly  fire,  received  by  my  then  left  wing,  and 
chiefly  the  forty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel  Hardeman.  The  men  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  and  continue  the  firing,  until  finally  the  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  field.  It  was  in  this  affair  that  Colonel  Harde- 
man, while  nobly  ehcou/aging  his  brave  men,  was  severely  wounded, 
and  I,  myself,  receiving  a  blow  on  my  forehead,  fell  disabled  for  a 
'time,  which  devolved  the  command  on  Colonel  Edward  L.  Thomas. 
The  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  in  my  brigade  in  these  three  fights^ 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  eighty-four,  have  already  been  reported 
tto  you.  In  closing  this  statement,  General,  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
brigade  in  the  battles  around  BFchmond,  I  respec);fully  refer  to  the 
'reports  of  the  regimental  commanders  for  details.  Where  so  many 
^officers  and  men  did  their  duty  well,  it  would  be  dlfiicult  to  particu-. 
larize.  But  it  is^ueto  Captain  Koscoe  B.  Heath,  my  able  assistant 
adjutant  general,  that  I  should  acknowledge  the  obligation  I  am  under 
to  him  for  his*  valuable  assistance,  not  only  on  these  occasions,  but 
throughout  his  service,  as  the  chief  of  my  staff.  Notwithstacding  the 
fact  that  he  was  suffering  from  severe  illness,  he  insisted  on  accompa* 
nying  me  oipthis  march  against  my  earnest  advice,  and,  after  passing 
througn  the  battles  of  the  36th  and  !^7th  of  June,  was  only  induced' 
to  retire  by  assurance  from  the  surgeon  that  further  exertion  would 
«cost  him  bis  life.  I  beg  to  commend  to  your  notice  my  aid,  Lieutenant 
Wm.  Herwood,  who  evinced,  throughout,  zeal,  enterprise  and  daring; 
and  to  my  volunteer  aids,  Captains  Wm.  Morriss  and  Philip  Haxall,  i^ 
am  in||^bted  for  valuable  Itssistance  in  delivering  orders  in  entire  dia* 
regard  of  danger,  a9  well  as  in  encouraging  and  raiding  the  troops. 
It  was  in  the  engagement  of  the  27th  of  June,  at  Gold  Harbor,  that 
'Captain  Morriss  was  severely  and  I  fear  dangerouinyf^ounded  by  a 
musket  ball,  breaking  his  thigh  bone,    'My  brigade  commissarvj,  Major 
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I^wisGinter,  and  qaartermaBter,  Major  R.  T.  Taylor,  moro  than  Justified 
my  favorable  estimate  of  their  qualifications.  I  have  not  referred  more 
particularly  to  the  two  field  batteries,  attached  to  my  brigade,  com- 
manded by  those  accomplished  officers,  Captains  Mcintosh  and  Greenlee 
Davidson,  because  they  were  under  your  immediate  command.  Nor 
ehonld  I  omit  to  express  my  nnmeasurei  approbation  of  the  fidelity 
of  Ihe  surgeons  of  this  brigade  in  the  performance  of  their  onerous 
and. responsible  labors.  The  oliief  surgeon  and  his  assistants,  I  know 
by  personal  observation,  devoted  their  skill  and  sleepless  energies  to 
the  alleviation  of  the  suffering  of  our  brave  men.  The  infirmary 
corps  system,  too,  I  regard  as  wisely  conceived,  and  was,  as  far  asmj 
observation  extended,  faithfully  executed  by  the  several  details. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  ^ 

I  *  Your  obedient  servant,'  ^• 

JOSEPH  R.  ANDERSON,   . 
Brigadier  General  comynanJing^ 


.••*• 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FIELD. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Light  Division,  > 

Jvty  20,  1862.      $• 

Major  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Generai  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report-that,  on  the  26  th  ult.,  I  was  di<^ 
rected  to  cross  from  my  camp,  at  Meadow^^Bridge^  to  the  north  sitle^C 
the  Chickahominy,  as  soon  as  Oeneral  Branch's  brigade,  which  iffts 
to  cfoss  hi^t^r  up  the  stream,  should  appear  opposite  to  me.  It  wfts 
designed  that  this  movement  should  take  place  early  on  the  26tli, 
Certain  causes  having  delayed  its  execution,  it  was  three  o'clock,  P: 
M.,  on  the  26th,  when  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  the  divi* 
fiion,  directed  me  to  wait  no  longer,  but  to  cross  and  attack  the  enemy  al 
Mechanicsville.  The  enemy  made  no  opposition  to  ^ny  passage  x>f 
the  Chickahominy,  but  posting  skirmishers  in  a  thick  wood  about  s 
mile  beyond,  fired  on  the  advance,  wounding  one  man  and  hhnsdf 
losing  one  captured.  From  this  point  to  Mechanicsville,  the  road 
was  open  ;  but  as  I  approached  that  j)]ace,  a  heavy  fire  from  aeveral 
batteries  dti  my  Irft  and  front  and  from  sharpshooters,  all  bekiftd  eft* 
trenchments,.  was  opened.  Forming  my  brigade  in  line  ^of  battle,  tli# 
fifty-fifth  and  sixtieth  Virginia  on  Ihe  right  of  the  road,  ai^d  tb# 
fortieth  and  forty- se^'enth  Virginia  and  second  Virginia*  battalion  x>ilk 
the  left,  and  Pegram's  battery  in  the  centre,  we  steadily,  and  in  per^ 
feet  line,  advanced  ^upon  the  enemy,  the  infantry*  and*  artillery  occa^ 
eionally  halting  for  a  moment  to  deliver  fire.-  ^Gaining  the  croeb 
roads,  where  it  was  known  batteries  had  been  posted,  and  were  aup- 
posed  still  to  be,  it  was  found  to  be  uiu)ccupied-^meanwhile  an  ac- 
tive and  vigorous  fire  was  opened*  on  us  from  the  batteries  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  Beaver  Dam  creek—rl  changed  front  to  the  left  by- 
throwing  forward  the  right  wing  and  advanced  to  attack  them,  direct- 
ing Captain  Fegram*  to  take  position  and  open,  fire  on  the  enemy's 
lotteries,  a  part  of  General  Archer's  brigade  having  been  ordered  by 
General  Hill  to  support  me.  About*  a  mile  of  open  ground  was  to  be 
gotten  over,  most  of  which  was  swept  by  three. or  four  batteries,  bat 
the  bfigade,  in  the  original  ordof,  gallantly  moved  forwafd, -though 
ijeir  ranks  were  momentarily  thinned  by  the  m^st  destructive  eaa- 
nonading  I  have  yet  .known.  Our  only  safety  from  this  fire  lay  in 
pushing  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  getting  so  close  to  the 
enemy's  infantry  as  to  draw  the  fire  upon  his  own  troops,  should  it  be 
continued.  lie  occupied  a  wooded  hillside  overlooking  Beaver  Dam 
creek.  Gaining  a  dense  thicket  on  this  side,  the  stream  4nlj  sepa- 
rating us,  both  sides  opeifed  with  the  mubket,  and  continued  it  until 
nine  o'clock  a%night.  My  brigade  remained  upon  the 'ground  resting 
on  tAir  arms  all  night.  A  desultory  fire  was  maiirSained  for  some 
time  liext  morning,  but  Yrithout  much  effect  on  jitlf^v  siBe.  .  In  this, 
our  first  day's  N^ombat,  *tfnd  first  in  the  lives  of  many  ^I&4li6  bijigade*^ 
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all  behaved  well.  My  advance  in  line  of  battle  was  steady  and  eon- 
tinaoos,  and  being  tbrongboui  in  full  view  of  tbo'enemy,  must  have 
fiven  him  no  mean  idea  of  the  gallantry  of 'troops  w^o  would  presa 
K>rward  so  steadily  ixi  the  face  of  such  a  fire.  Many  a  gallant  fellow 
here  fell,  the  ofiScers  leading  and  encouraging  the  men.  Colonel  W. 
E.  Starl^e,  sixtieth  YirgiDia,  received  a  painful  wound  in  the  hand.  I 
suppose  It  was  about  two  o'clock  on  the  27th,  when  my  brigade 
iras' ordered  to  support  that  of  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Anderson,  ill 
m  attack  upon  nhat  provc4  ^^  ^^  ^^^  enemy's  centre,  at  Gaines'  Mill. 
Forming  line  of  battle  in  a  wood  to  the  right  of  the  road,  both  bri- 
gades moved  forward,  (mine •in^second  line),  and  debouched  iuto  .ai^ 
^en  field  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  line.  .Giving 
tke  command  to  charge,  yh  rushed  forward'  and  opened  fire  withiQ 
Ofie  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  which  was  contiuued  until  forced, 
by  an  overpowering  fire  from  greatly  superior  numbers,  to  fall  back 
for  support,  which  was  received.  I  again  formed  and  moved  forward  < 
to  the  attack.  General  Archer's  brigade  forming  on  my  right.  Both 
brigades  gaUantly  responded  to  the  call,  and  rushed  forward  and 
gaining  the  crest  of  the  hill  were,  again  stopped  by  an  infantry  fire 
mat  nothing  eould  live  under.  The  men,  however,  did  not  retire,  but 
falling  on  their  faces,  maintained,  until  support  came  up,  a  brisk  an^ 
destructive  fire  upon,  the  enemy.  As  events,  afterwards  proved,  ihp 
enemy  were  in  heavy  force  at  this  point,  were  admirably  sheltered 
^hind  temporary  obstacles,  such  as  abattis,  &c.»  and  were  safd  from 
expulsion  by  any  liss  force  than  that  which  pame  to  my  assistancjd 
late  in  the  evening.  In  this  affair,  from  the  long  and  determined 
character  of  the  contest,  my  loss  was  heavy^  Lieutenant  Colonel  H. 
H.  Walker,  fortieth  Virginia^  n^ost  gallant  and  meritorious  officer, 
being  twit;e  wounded.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  of  the  30tk  when 
I  was  notified  to  move  upon  the  field  of  battle  as  soon  as  possible. 
Patting  the  column  in  motion  at  the  double-quick,  we  were  soon  upon 
the  theatre  of  action.  Forming  in- line  of  battle,  the  fifty -fifth  and 
sixtieth  Virginia  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  forty-seventh  and  the 
second  Virginia  battalion  on  the  left,  Ihe  command  was  given  to  cheer 
heartily  and  charge.  About  three  hundred  yards  directly  in  our 
front,  were  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  in  an  open  field,  and 
.on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  we  were  advancing  on.  I  had  heard 
that  these  batteries  had  been  several  times  during  the  day  taken  and 
retaken,  a  constant  struggle  bein^  maintained  for  their  possession.  ^ 
^t  this  time  they  were  held  by  the  enemy,  but  the  horses  being  killed' 
or  wounded,  he  ^s  unable  to.removo  the  guns.  The  whole  line  now 
rushed  forward  under  heavy  fire,  beat  the  enemy  back  from*  the  guns 
into  the  woods  beyond,  and  pushing  him  on  the  right  of  the  road 
back  half  a  mile.  The  two  regiments  on  this  side  the  road,  the  ufty- 
f  firii  and  aixtieth  Virginia,  were  at  this  time  in  the  enemy's  rear,  having 
penetrated  through  his  centre  in  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,  but  yfex^ 
withdrasrn  before  he  could  profit  by  the  circumstance.  .  Lieutenant 
.  Colonel  Christian  was  wounded,  and  Major  Burke  was  killed,  both 
of  the  fifty-fifth  Vireinia.-  Colonels  Malloi^  and  Starke  behaved  very 
JuAdsomely^  here.*    The  charge  was  impetuouslv  made,  and  was  aa 
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instaDce  where  bayonets  were  really  crossed,  several  of  the  cAemy 
beiDg  killed  with  that  weapon,  and  several,  of  the  sixtieth  now  being 
in  hospital,  bearing  bayonet  wounds  upon  their  persons.     It  is  proper 
to  state  that  the.  fortieth  Virginia,  Colonel  Brqckenbrough,  forming 
my  extreme  left>  became  detached  on  account  of  the  inequalities  of 
the  ground,  and  was  not  under  my  eye.     The  Colonel  reports,  how- 
ever, meeting  wi-th  an  overwhelming  force  and  his  heavy  I9S9.     My 
brigade  held  that  part  of  tho  battle-field  until  reUeved  late  at  night 
by  some  freah  troops,  I  having  in  the  meanwhile  sent  to  the  rear  for 
horses  and  removed  all  the  captured  gun»  and  equipments  to  a  place 
of  safety..    I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  forth-seventh  Virginia,  Col- 
onel  Mayo,  after  geitiug  possession  oT  the  guns  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  manned  two  of  them  and  used  them|against  the  enemy.     This 
regiment  also  captured  Major  General  McCall,  commanding  the  Fed- 
eral forces  on  the  field.     I  desire  to  call  tjie  attention  of  the  General 
commanding  to  |he  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Captain  R.  C.  Collins, 
Engineer  Corps.     He  joined  me  as  a  volunteer  aid,  just  as  we  w:ere 
going  into  action,  and  by  voice  and  action,  led  and  cheered  the  men 
through  all  the  fight  with  unsurpassed  spirit.  "  The  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Pegram's  battery  in  the  engagements  ercited  rny  admiratioj^ 
Always  eager,  always  alert.  Captain   Pegram  was  in   every  action 
where  opportunity  offered,  and  alw.ays  doing  his  duty,  as  the  loss  of 
every  officer,  killed  or  woundcl,.and  sixty,  out  of  about  eighty  men, 
sadly  atte&t.     I  trust  that  the  merits  of  this  officer  will  not  go  unre- 
.warded  by  the  Department.     The  several  field  officers  of  the  Erigade 
bore  themseh-'es,  with  ♦but  one  .exception,  reportdl  elsewhere,  as  be- 
came accomplished  and  gallant  officers.     The  particular  conduct  of 
subordinates   is  detailed   in  the  rep^s   herewith  for'Aarded.     My 
thanks  are  due  to  my  personal  staff,  "ptain  G.  F.  Harrison,  assist- 
ant  adjutant  general,  and  aids.  Lieutenants   W.  R.  Mason  and  R. 
Robb,  for  zeal  and  intelligence  throughout  the  week.     The  entire  loss 
of  my  brigade  was  six  hundred  and  three  killed   and  wounded  and 
eight  made  prisoners.     This  i^as  about  half  my  force  at  any  time  en- 
gaged, for  I  am  pained  to  state  that  my  brigade  was,  like  all  others 
that  I  met  with,  some  officers  and  men  either  deserting  the  field  en- 
tirely, or  seeking  safety  by  skulking  behind  trees,  or  halting  outside 
the  avenue  of  fire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  F.  FIELD, 

'   Brigcdier  General  Commanding, 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL'  PENDER. 

.      *  Richmond,  Va.,  July  16,  1.862. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  a  part  of  the  light 
division  of  the  army;  I  ^eft  my  camp  near  P'riend's  house,  on  the 
Chickahominy,  Wednesday  afternoon,  June  25th,  1862,  with  my 
brigade,  and  marched  to  a  point  near  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahom- 
iny,  on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road,  where  I  joined  i^e  division.    Upon 

•  resuming  the  march  next  day,  my  brigade  was  placed  fifth  in  order, 
so  tftat  after  crossing,  late  in  t^e  afternnoon,  I  was  ordered  to  cross 
the  field  direct  for  Mechanicsville,  to  meet  the  brigades  in  front  that 
were  making  tie  march  by  the  road.  Soon  after  leaving  tho^Ieadow 
Bridge  road,  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery  opened  upon  us  from  a 
wood  directly  above  Mechanicsville..  I  at  once  deployed  into  line  of 
battle,  bringing  up  one  section  pf  AndrewsV  battery ;  my  line  was 

'then  advanced,* and  the  enemy's  artillery  soonwithdrew.  Here,  owing 
to  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  foad,  ana  partial  nysleading  of  the 
guide,  my  left  regiment  went  too  far  to  the  left  and  consequ3ntly  did 
pot  join  the  .brigade  until  late  at  night,  for  while  it  was  coining  up, 
after  being,  sent  for,  it  was  ordered  by  som^  one  to  support  another 
brigade,  and  I  would  here  mention,  it  was  reported  to  me  as  behaving 
vrell  under*  a  very  murderous  fire,  to  which  it  Kjjas  soon  exposed, 
losing  aliout  two.hundred  men.     This  waj  the  sixteenth  North  Caro- 

•lina,  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McElroy.  Upon  reaching 
Mechanicsville,  I  was  ordered  by  you*  to  support  General  Field.  I 
at  oncQ  made  my  disposition  to  do»so,  but  goon  found  that  by  taking 
Ihcf  direction  General  Feld  was  going,  left  his  right  much  exposed  to' 
a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  .was  playing  at  the  same  time, on  Pc- 
gram's  battery  with  great  eifect.  This  artillery  was  obliquely  to  the 
right  and  lower  down  Beaver  Dam  creek,  than  I  saw  any  troops  go- 
ing. I  at  once  changed  the  direction  of  two  of  my  regiments,  so  as 
\o  bring  them  to  the  right  of  this  artillery,  and  succeeded  m  jretting 
within  one  hilndred  and  fifty  or^two  hundred- yards  of  it  before  we 
were  opened  upon  ;  but, when  they  did  open  upon  us,  it  was  destruc- 
tive, and  the  obstacles  so  great  in  front  of  the  creek  and  mill-dam, 
that  after  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina  had  reached  these  obstacles, 
and  within  less  than  one  hundred  yards  of  theeAemy's  rifle-pits,  they 
had  to  fall  back.  This  regiment  here  advanced  boldly  and  maintained 
its  ground  well.  The  thirty-fourth  North  Ca^rolina,  the  other  regi- 
ment that  bad  been  led  by  me|  to  the  rights  had  made  too  much  of  a 
detour,  and  did  not  come  up  until  the  thirty-eighth  was  repfljsed. 
After  bringing  it  up,  I  sent  it  still  further  to  the  right,  to  maKe  as 
much  diversion  as  possible  in  that  direction.  General  Ripley  came 
up  at  this  time,  with  his  brigade  advancing  over  part  of  the  same 
ground  which  had  been  passed  by  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina 
direction  £r.ont  of  the  mill.  The  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina  ad- 
vanced to  the  cr^ek,  and  there  maintained  its  position  until  after 
dark,  when  I  had  it'withdrawn,  so  that  with  this  and  General  Ripley* 
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wkh  part  of  his  brigade,  we  held  the  extreme  right  of  our  position 
nntil  about  daylight  ae^t  morniDg,  when  I  was  reHeyed.  Greneral 
Ripley  h%^  been  relievkl  before.  Other  brigades  came  up  dur- 
ing the  night.  The  twenty-second  North  .Carolina,  which  had  fol- 
lowed to  support  General  Field,  when  getting  to  the  creek  near  him, 
cameaudenly  upon  a  cegiment  of  the  enemy  just  across  tbe  run,  and 
after  some  little  parley,  opened  fire,  drivingkthe  enemy  quickly  away,' 
but  found  it  impossible  to  cross.  The  loss  of  this  regiment  here  was 
also  very  heavy,  amongst  others,  its  bravo  Colonel  Conner,,  received 
a  severe  wound  in«  the  leg.  1  should  state,  while  relating  the  inci- 
dents of  this  day's  fight,  that  Colonel  Hoke,  thirty-eighth  Nprth 
Carolina,  was  also  wounded  and  had  to  leave  the  field.  The  adjutant 
of  the  thirty-eighth  was  wounded  also,  but  nobly  maintained  his  posi* 
tion  until  afker  dark.  *  • 

At  daylightj  on  Friday  morning,  I  hud  changed  my  position,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  bringing  my  brigade  strictly  in  front  of  the' 
mill,  on  Beaver  Dam  creek.  AbouV  this  time,  the  enemy  seemed  to 
make  a  faint  attack  upon  ^e  troops  on  my  right,  when  those  brigades' 
moved  forward,ttnd  I  movd  mine  forward  also,  until  they  had  gained 
the  cre^k,  getting  in  the  bed  of  it.*  Here  our  line  was  halted  until 
a  general  concert  of  action  could  be  had,  by  which  their  attention^ 
might  be  diverted  to  the  extreme  right  from  those  in  the*  immediate; 
front  At  this  time,  I  bfought  up  a  section  from  each  of  three  batte« 
ries  I  found  in  the  j^lain  in  the  rear.  One  of  these  was  from  the  DoceLson 
artillery,  under  Lieutei)rant«Moran,  who  shelled  them  with  spirit  and 
eflTect,  his  men  being  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters, not  two  hundred  yarcTs  off,  in  the  rifle-pits.  The  section  of 
Andrews'  battery  (Maryland)  was  imder  Lieutenant  Dimint,  who  also* 
did  fine  service.  Captain  Andrews,  as  usual,  was  present,  chafing  for 
^a  fight.'  I  do  not  know  to  whose  battery  the  other  section  belonged. 
We  moved  forward  soon  after  crossing  the  run  and  mill  race,  with 
great  diflSculty.  .  The  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Riddick^ 
was  the  first  to  gain  the  enemy'q  works,  but  they  had  a  few  moments 
before  left  under  cover  of  their  rifle-pits.  I  should  here  mention  thai 
a  part  of  Andrews'  battery  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  before,  as- 
sisting Pegram's  battery.  After  crossing  the  creek,  we  marched 
down  the'Chickahominy,  not  meeting  the  enemy  until  we  reached 
Gaines'  Mill,  who  opposed  the  right  brigades  of  the  division.  I  here 
brought  up  two  sections  of  Andrews'  battery,  under  Lieutenants 
Dimint  and  Dabney,  who  shelled  the  enemy  with  considerable  effect. 
We  again  moved  forward,  crosssing  at  Gaines'  Mill.  Soon  I  was  or- 
dered by  you  to  pass  to  the  right  and  throw  out  skirmishers,  and,  if 
posB^c^y  to  surround  the  enemy  who  were  lower  down  the  stream. 

;We  drove  them  off;  but'they  retired  upon  their  main  body.  Here, 
agaip,  a  portion  of  Andrews'  battery  was  brought  into  play,  with  the 
desire  to  draw  fire  fi^pm  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  to  show  us  its  lo- 
eality,  but  failed  to  do  so.  Through  the  misconception  of  an  order» 
by  Colonel  Riddick,  his  regiment  had  not  come  up,  and  I  fomid  my** 
self  weak,  and  asked  for  support.  General  Archer -was  sent  forward^ 
and  I  was  -ordered  to  support  General  Branchy  farther  up  the  road. 
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I.  found  Galonel  Biddick  »t  the  forks  of  the  road,  near  Cold  Harbor, 
and  my  brigade  was  at  oaee  ordered  into  action.  I  formed  into  line 
of  battle,  and  moved. into  the  wood  on  right  of  the  right  ^and  road, 
finding  only  the  enemy  and  a  fragment  of  one  of  oar  regiments.  We 
were  soon  hotly  engaged*  and  drove  the  enemv  slowly  before  ns  for 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  My  brigaife  bad  started  in  weak, 
and  suffered  heavily  herej  and,  seeing  fresh  regiments  of  the  enemy 
coming  up  constantly,  I  sent  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Young,  to  ask  for 
anpport.  Two  of  my  regiments,  tenth  and  twenty-second  North  Ga#* 
olina,  had  gained  the  crebt  of  the  open  ground,  getting  into  the  en^ 
ttny's  camp,  but  finding  themselves  flanked,  fell  back,  which  caused 
those  qn  tjie  left  who  were  not  -so  far  advanced,  to  fall  back  alse. 
About  this  time,  jPolonel  C.  G.  Lee,  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina, 
who  had  been  Asnt  to  pur  support,  came  up.  My  men  were  rallied, 
apd  pushed  forward  again,  but  did  not  advance  far  before  they  fell 
back ;  and  I.thluk  I  do  but^  justice  to  my  men  to  say  that  thoy  did 
not  commence ^it.  The  enemy,  were  continually  bringing  up  fresh  « 
troops  and  succeeded  in  driving  us  from  the  road.  My  men  here 
fought  nobly,  and  maintained  their  ground  with  great  stubbornness, 
^be  left  Waj»  bubject  to  an  enfilading  fire  from  musket  and  cannon. 

It  was  now  nearly  night,  and  here  ended  the  par^  taken  by  my  bri* 

do  except  so  far  as  Lieutenant  Young,  my  aid,  was  CQncerned,  fo9 
9  not  h^ing  satisfied^ith  fighting  as  long  as  his  General,  went  back 
and  remained  principally  with  General  Ewell  until  the  battle  was 
closed.  I  would  here  state  that  Lieutenant  Young  acted  both  on  this 
day  and  the  day  previous,  with  the  most  heroic  bravery  and  coolness. 
Words  &il  me  in  expressing  my  admiration  of  his  conduct,  ttirough 
the  whole  of  the  Ghickahominy  battles.  I  here  lost  Colonel  Green, 
xny  volunteer  aid,  which  was  irreparable.Jie  was  an  accompliHhed  ^ffi* 
cer,  and  won  the  highest  praise  for  his  noble  conduct.  He  was  a  iiotde 
mau  lost  on  that  glorious  day.  Lieutenant  Hinsdale,  my  A.  A  A. 
General,  was  also  of  great  service,  and  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

Before  goingfurther  I  must  particularize  a  little.  Lieutenant  Ooloiiel « 
McElroy,  commanding  fifteenth,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray  and  Mdjor 
Cole,  twenty-second,  acted  with  great  courage  and  judgement,  leading 
their  regiments  forward  promptly  and  with  determination,  not  haltingftir 
a  a>oment  until  they  found  the  enemy  in  their  rear.  Colonel  Riddick 
was  here  wounded^  leaving  his  regiment  wuhout  a  field  officer.  Up 
tp  this  tkno  I  had  lost  my  volunteer  aid,  killed,  my  three  colonels 
wounded,  also  t^re^  adjuta^nts  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Young  slightly 
wounded  on  the  sidp  of  tlie  head.  The  thirty- fourth,  Colonel  Kiddiok, 
lost  in  this  short  fight  between  twenty  and  thirty  in  killed. 

Sunday,  w^  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  marching  down  the  south 
aide  of  the  riVer.  ,  Meeting  the  enemy  again  on  Monday  morning,  my 
brigade,  after  being  in  direct  range  of  the  enemy's  shell  for  some  time, 
was  ordered  forward  and  went  in  rear  of  Kershaw's  brigade,  at  least 
his  men  were  coming  out  from  my  front  as  we  went  in.  Reaching  the 
furthtr  side  of  the  field  on  the  rfght,  at  the  junction  of  the  Long 
Baidge  and  Darby  town  roads,  we  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy  once 
SM>re.     Here,  just  aa  my  brigade  was  getting  under  firoi  a  regiment 
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of  the  enemy  camo  down  at  double-quick  in  our  fronts  passing  froai 
right  to  left,  apparently  not  seeing  us,  when  in  our  front,  about  seventy- 
five  3rar(Js«oflf,  our  men  fired  a  volley  into  them  and  scattered  them 
in  every  direction.  In  our  front  ^as  a  fine  battery  of  rifle  pieces 
that  had  been  abandoned,  but  they  were  apparently  trying  to  regain 
it,  as  we  bad  quite  a  skirmish  near  it.  They  continued  to  o^ke  efforts 
here  to  flank  us.  They  had  quite  a  force  upon  my  right/  which  was 
several  times  pushed  forwar(|.  General  Field,  I  have  since  learned, 
was  a  long  way  iti  front ;  but  the  enemy  were  'in  consid^able  force 
between  us,  if  I  am  to  judge  from  the  stand  they  made^. 

At  this  position  I  left  a  few  men  to  hold  the  flai^,  .^d  pu8he(^  for- 
Ward  the  rest  well  into  the  woods  and,  but  for. the  imtitncly-* failure  of 
ammunition,  would  have  captured  many  prisoners  ;^they  were  in  con- 
siderable disorder,  but  were  still  too  strong  to  be  attacked  with  what 
few  men  I  had,  most  of  whom,  were  without  amifi«Yation.  We  here 
soon  forced  a  battery,  which  had  opened  upon  our;righ(,  to  limber  up 
*  and  leave ;  they  evidently,  from  what  •!  saw  and  from  what  I  beard 
from  prisoners,  h?.d  a  strong  fofce  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  these 
batteries.  Dark  coming  on,  I  withdrew  my  men  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  holding  our  ground  and  the  batteries  taken.  *  I  had  but  a 
handful  of  men,  but  succeeded  in  getting  f wo  other  regiments,  I  fobn^ 
near  by  General  Field's  brigade,  which  he  had  withdrawn,  posting 
them  so  as  to  form  the  front,  while  I  held  the  right  flank.  ^I  subse- 
quently led  forward  one  of  these  regiments  and  ordered  it  to  move  in 
such  a  direction  as  to  flank  a  force  which  seemed  to  be  hotly  engaging 
a  part  of  our  troops  on  the  left  of  the  road.  After  making  these 
arrangements,  I  found  that  General  Archer  was  on  my  right  flank. 
This  ended  the  fighting  of  my  brigade  in  the  late  operations  before 
Richmond,  for,  although  ordered  into  action  next  evening,^ we  did  not 
get  in,  owing  to  the  lateness  ot  the  hour,  the  thickness  of  the  wood,  and 
my  ignorance  of  the  relative  position  of  orur*forccs. 

My  aid,  Lieutenant  Young,  had  two  horses  shot  under  him  in  this 
engagement,  and  then  took  the  colors  of  one  of  the  regiments  leading 
it  promptly  and  well  to  the  front.  Lieutenant  Colonels  McElroy  and 
Ray,  the  latter  assisted  by  Major  Cole,  displayed  their  usual  boldness 
in  leading  their  regiments  to  the  front.  The  thirty-eighth  North 
Carolina  here,  as  on  Thursday,  behaved  well.  I  would  mention  tRat 
the  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  on  Friday,  behaved  with  great  credit 
under  a  heavy  and  murderous  cross  fire  ;  and  here  let  me  merftion  that 
Lieutenant  Shotwell,  thirty-fourth  North  Car^Kna,  cannot  be  spoken 
of  toQ  highlv  for  his  gallant  conduct,  for  he  was  not  satisfied  to  take 
the  colors,  out  seized  the  color-bearer  and  rushed  him  to  the  front,  thus 
encouraging  the  enemy  to  move  forward,  at  a  very  critical  moment. 

There  are  numerous  instance*  of  noble  conduct  by  numbers  of  my 
command,  but  space  would  fail  to  mention  all,  and  I  will  leave  the  re- 
sult of  their  efforts  to  show  how  most  of  them  'did.  I  am  forced  to 
say  that  we  had\nany  cases  of  shq^eful  and  disgraceful  desertipns  of 
their  colors. 

Here.  I  would  jnention  the  loss,  on  Thursday,  of  a  most  competent 
and  gallant  ofScer,  Major  Brdnaugh,  of  the  second  ArkaBsas  bat- 
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te}k>ii;  wilb  hi8  dealh  CMised  thejbattalion^  so  faf  as  was  cancerlied  ita 
oseldlneea  on  the  field.  ' 

Mgr  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  abont  eight*  hundred. 
The  brigade  teft  eamp  on  the  evening  of  the  2dlh,  with  between 
twenty- three  and  twenty- four  hundred,  including  A-nd row's,  battery, 
tim^'Showiog  a  loss  of  over  one  third  of  my  entire •sffemmand. 

Andrews'  battery  beha^ned,  on  all  occasions,  with  conspicuous  cool- 
ness  and  bravery ;  their  loss  was,  however,  slight.  ^  The  service  has 
lost  for«  time,  if  nqt'permanently,  an  invaluable  and-  accomplished 
officer  in  Colonel  Conner,  twenty-second  Nortd  Carolina.  Colonels 
Hoke  and  Riddick,  the  former  wounded  on  Thursday;  the  latter  on 
Friday,  were  greatlosses  to  me.  In  conclusion,  I  would  mention  MK 
Goldman^  an  indepenffeat  with  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  who 
actec^with  the  most  conepicuous  bravery  and  courage,  also  great 
capacity.     He  should  be  rewarded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaftt, 

W.  D.  PENDER, 
Brigadier  General  Sixth-Brigade^  Light  Division, 


^••^ 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIHR  GBNERAL  ARGBBB;     .      ' 

Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade/ L^ht  DiTt^fON,  X 

July  10,  1861      \     • 

•  Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  oui  the  evening  ol^.tho 
S6th  of  Jane»  bj  direction  of  Major  General.  A.  -P.  Hill,  I  marche| 
my  brigade^  one^houeand  two  hundred  and  twantj-eight  stron^^  into 
Mechanicsville^  and  thence  up  the  Mcchanicsvilld  turnpike,,  inline  of 
battle,  tho.left  .guided  by  the  line  of  the  turnpike — the  nineteenU^  . 
Georgia,  Lieutenant  Qolonel  Johnson,  on  the  left;  the  first  Tennes* 

.  4ee,  Lieutenaiit  Colonel  Shackleford,  on  the  right ;  the  fifth  Alabama 
battalion,  Captain  Yandegraff,  and  the^  seventh  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Goodner,  supporting.  •  The  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  ^^rbes^ 
was  tfieparated  &oai  mo  during  the  movement,  becoming  involved  with 
General  Field's  brigade^,  and  did  no,t  j,oin  me  until  night.  The  bri- 
gade moved  on  steadily  to  the  Beaver  Dam  crjeek,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  rifles  from  the  batteries  and  strongly  cntrep§hedjpp- 
aition  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank.  Night  closed  in  before  a 
crossing  could  be  eflfected. .  We  remained  during  the  night  iii  posses- 
flion  of  the  ground  we  had  gained,  and  the  next- morning  the  enemy 
abandoned  their  works.  My  loss  in  this  action  was  forty-throe. 
killed  and  one  hu|idred  ai^  seventy-one.  wounded.  Among  the  for- 
mer was  Lieutenant  Col9nel  Johnson,  .  commanding  nineteenth 
Georgia^  whp  fell, gallantly 'cheering  his  men  in  battle,  and  among 
the  latter  was  the.galiai^yapd  ^fficieot  Captain  YandegrafF. 

On  the  27th,  at  Cold  mVbor,  my  brigade,  reduced  to  leas  than 
one  tl^usand  men,  advanced  alone  and  unsupported,  across  an  ppen 
fi«id,  to  attack  tt^  enemy;. strongly  posted  and  protected  in  the  wood 
beyond  by  works  which,  a  short  time  g^fteVwards,  required  seven  bri- 
gades to  carry.  The  troops  under  my  command,  except  the  nineteenth 
Georgi.i,  which  was  held  in  Reserve,  advanced,  at  a  double-quick  to 
within  twenty  steps  of  the  breastworks,  whenithey  fell  back  before 
the  irresistible  fire  of  artillery  and  rifles.  The  obvious  impossibility 
of  carrying  the  position  without  support  prevented  me  from  attempt* 
ing.  to  check  the  retreat.  Had  they  not  fallen  back,  I  would  myself 
have  ordered  it.  A  half  hour  later  my  brigade,  constituting  the 
right  of  the  light  division,  again  moved  forward  to  the  attack  of.  the 
same  position,  and  enfered  it  in  the  front  line  of  attack.     Beyoad 

•  this  point  my  brigade,  worn  out,  exhausted  and  intermingled  with 
the  regimeits'and  briga<lcs  of  the  supporting  line,  did  not  advance  as 
an  organized  boSy.  With  a  few  of  my  command,  however,  (mostly 
Georgians,  who,' not  having  been  engaged  in  the  first  charge,  weri» 
fresher  than  the  rest,)  and  some  soldiers  of  other  brigades,  I  con* 
tinned  on  from  a  quarter  to  half  a#  mile  further,  under  a  heavy 
artillery  fire  from  batteries  which  were  taken  by  Hood's  Krigade. 
While  under  the  eminence  on  which  they  were  posted,  I  was  forming 
for  attack  the  few  men,  not  more  than  one  hundred,  remaining  with 
me.     I  remained  on  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the  next  morning 
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ICM  ipaiii  in  bnrjiiig  ihe  dead  nd  attosdiag  tl^e  wounded.  My  IO00 
in  this  aetipn  w^tfl  fort;^-iUQe  killed  and  two  anndred  and  eoventY-one 
wounded,  making  the  total  loes  in  the  two  battles  five  linndred  and 
forty-two^  beeides  Corporal  Trezevant,  of  the  BLampton  .legion,  in 
eommand  of  my  couriers,  killed,  and  James  L.  Crittenden,  yolqqteer 
aid, jronnded.  .  All  the  field  ofiScers*  of  the  nineteenth  Qeorgia,  first 
and  seventh  Tennessee^regiments,  and  the  two  senior  captains  sue- 
eesKively  in  coJoamand  of '  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  «f ere  killed  or 
founded.  1  regret  'that-  the  short  period  of^  my  service  with  the 
brigade,  and  want  of  personal  acquaintance  with  the  ofBcers  and  soU 
diers,  renders  it  impotisijble  for  me  to  name  mai(^y  whose  .distinguished 
gallantry  I  noticed  on  the  field.  1  have,  therefore,  to  refer  you  to 
%e  accompanying  reports  of  (he  regimental  commanders.  I  should 
not,  however,  fail  to  remember  the  intrepidity  of  Litatenant  Colonel 
Bhacfteford,  who  wa9  killed  while  most  gallantly  discharging  his  duty, 
'  and  of ^J^W..  Williams,  sergeant  major  of  the  nineteenth  GeT)rgia. 
Mr.  George  IiemOn,  my  v^olunteer  aid  and  tfcting  adjutant,  and  James 
L.  Crittenden,  volunteer  aid,  rendered  throughout  the  most  gallant 
and  efficient  service,  both  the  regular  officers  of  my  staff  being  absent 
nek.  The  couriers  of  the  cavalry  of  Hampton's  legion,  attached  to 
my  staff, .  rendered  fearless  and  valuable  service.  Captain  Carter 
Braxton,  with  his  leFredericksburg  battery,  seconded  by  Lieutenant 
Marye,  rendered  efficient  service  in  both ,  actions  and  displayed  re- 
majkabk  skill  and  gallantry.  .     «• 

.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  •        J.^B.  ARCHER, 

e       Brigadkr  Otnend  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BRANCH.      * 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division. 

Major  R.  0.  Morgan,  ••         .        4 

'  Assist  ant  Adjutant  General:     ^ 

Majoii':  On  Tuesday,  24th  of  J\mc,  I  redfeived  orders  from  General 
Lee  to  take  a  positiol^  on  the  Chickahominy,  neaf  Half  Sink, 'on*  Wedr 
nesday  evening,  and  to  cross  the  river,  and  take  the  road  to^Mechaqf-* 
icBville,  as  sooa  as  F  should  he  informed  by^ G en ei^al* Jackson  that  ho 
had  crossed  the  Central  railroad.  In  iny  Vritten  orders  it  was  stated 
that  GeneralJackson  would  cross  the  railroad  at  three  o'clqck;' Thurs- 
day morning ;  and  allowing  one'hour  for  the  transmission' of  ilSe  mes*- 
saget  I  was  under  arms,  and  prepared  to  cross  at  four  o'clock;  A.  M»^ 
of  Thursday.  Not  having  received  any  intelligence  from  General 
Jackson,  and'Genei'al  Lee's  written  orders *to  me  being  explicit,  there 
was  no  danger  of  my  makin*g  a  false  movement ;  but,  after  eight  o^clock 
in  the  morning,  I  received  (rdm  you  an^orderj^in  these  words':  "  Walt 
for  Jackson^s  notification  before  you  tnove,  unless  I  send  other  or- 
ders." Up  to  this  time,  my  brigade  was  inHhe.open  fields  near  th^ 
banks  of  the  stream,  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  on  the- 
other  side.  To  deceive  them  as  to  my  purpose,  I  now  marched  ijb 
back  half  a  mile,  in  the  direction  of  my  camp,  at  Brooke  church,  and 
masked  it  in  the  woods.  At  a  few  minutes  after  ten  o^cIock,  K.  M., 
I  received  from  jGeneral  Jatbkson  a  ^ote,  informing  me  that  the  head 
6f  his  column  was,  at  th^  moment  of  his  writing,  *'  crossing  the  Cen- 
tral railroa(L"  In  less*than  ten  minutes  my  column,  which  had  been 
resting  on^its  ai^lns  for  si*x  hours,  was  in  motion,  and  soon  reached 
the  north  bank  of  the  Ghickahominy.  Placing  the  seventh  NorUi 
Carolina  regiment  (Colohel  R.  P.  Campbell)  at  the  head  of  the  column^ 
with  9  section  of  Captain  Matmaduke  Johnson's  battery^  ani  throw- 
ing forward  the  picked  companies  of  that  regiiket^t,  under  coromaild  ' 
of*Lietttenanl  Colonel  Haywood,  as  skirmishers,  I  turned  shafi^ply'td 
the  rights  and  directed  my  course  down  the  river.'  The  enemy'i 
pickets  retired  before  U8,*and  ofiered  no  resistance  until  we  approached 
Atlee's  Station,  on  the  Central  railroad.  At  that  place *a  st^nti' was 
made,  but  they  were  forced  to  flee  precipitately,  leaving  beHinS  a 
cavalry  guidon,%hich  fell  intS  the  hands  of  the  seventh  ragimenf^a^ 
much  personal  baggage.  Thence  onward,  they  resisted  our  ^avahce 
at  every  favorable  point,  but  with  no  other  effect  than  to  retard,  with-* 
out' cheeking,  my  m^rch.  Near  Crenshaw's,  the  road  on  which  the' 
column  commanded  by  Major  General  Ewell  was  advancing,  and  that 
on  which  I  was  advancing,  approach  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile  of 
each'  other.  ^  The,  heads  of  ouV  columns  reached  this  point  simulta- 
neously ;  'and,  after  a^short  personal  interview  between  General  Swell 
,and  myself,  we  proceeded  on  our  i^espective  iroiites.  ''After  dislodgin'* 
Ijho  enemy  from  several  ambuscades,  with  only  a  Small  lossitpn?^ 
command.  I  reacbed^the'  Meadow' Bridge  road,  where  Iv  learned*  fif 

Digitized  by  VjjOOQ  IC 


I5| 

Stragglers  that  Major  General  Hill  had  crossed  the  Ghiekahominy, 
without  apposition y  with  the  remainder  of  the  division^  and  gone  on  ' 
towards  Mechanicaville,  then  distant  about  oiie  and  a  half  miles.  A> 
courier  from  tho  General  soon  assured  me  of  the  correctness  of  the 
infonnationy  and,  drawii^  in  my  skirmishers,  I  made  all  haste  to  join 
him-at  Mechanicsville.  My  brigade  reached  the  field' aboutan  hour 
before  sunset,  and  halting  it,*  I  rdde  forward  over  theiield,  t6  report  to 
the  Ge;ieral  for  orders.  *  I  did  hot  find  him  ;  but  simultaneously  with 
my  return,. he  rode  up,'and,  after^  short  time,oidered  me  to  proceed; 
with  a  guide,  to  the  part  of  the  field  occupied  by  the  remainder  of  his 
division.  iVI^rchiiig  my  brigade,  over  a  broad  extent  of  cleared 
ground,  swept  by  tho  actillery  of  the  enemy,  T  reached  the  designUted 
point  at  dusk,  and'haVir^g  no  time,  nor  sufficient  light,  to  reconnoitre 
the  ground,  I  placed  my  command  in  a  field,  to  support  a  battery  on 
my  left,  which^  seemed'  to  be  doing  good  service,  and  to  be  muc^  ex- 
posed.    There"  we  slept  in  line  of  battled  '  • 

Early  Fridajr  morning^'tho* enemy  opened  a'heavy  fine  of  artillery;, 
jnd  long-range  musketry,  on  my  line,  from  their  redoubts  and  rifle- 
pits,  but  as  they  attempted  no  advance,  my  men  were  ordered  to  lie- 
upon  the -ground,  and  the  injury  inflicted  was  small.     About  eight 
o'clock,  by  order  of  General  Lee,  I  .occupied  a  piece  of  grounding 
front  of  Brigadier  General  Archer,  but  finding  myself  strong  cnaugh 
to   hold    both,   did    not   abandon  ♦my   former  position.     About  nine 
b'cldck,  I  was  ordered,  by  Major  General  Hill,  "As  soon  as  you. see 
any  movement  on  the  right  or  left,  or  hoar  heavy  musket  firing,  ad- 
vance' also,  and   storm    the   creek."     My  brigade  was    immediately 
formed  for,  the  .assault;  and  learning'  that  S/igadier  General  Ander- 
»on,  of  Major  General  D  II!  Hill's  division,  had  crossed  the  creek 
above  the  enemy's  works,  I  was  'in  the  act  of  advancing  to  storm  the 
redoubts  in  front  of  me,  when  llearned  th«it  the  enemy  had  evacuated  = 
them.   ^  Crossing  .  the  creek,  and  ^turning  to  the  right,  through  the 
woods,  I  passed' Nownillj's  mill,  and  fell  into  the  road  by  which  the 
remainder  of  the  division  was  pursuing  the  eneray.     On  the  by-road, 
'passing  Nownillj's  mill,  the    evidences  of  a   route   and   precipitate 
flight  were  mo'st  striking.     On  reaching  Cold  Harbor,  I  was  ordered 
by  yo*u  to   take  position  Across    the  road,  connecting  with  General 
Gregg  on  the  left,  and  General  Anderson  on  the  iright.     Before  reach.- 
mg   the  point  designated  by  you,  I  encountered  the  enemy  in  great 
force.  '  Colonel  Campbell  (seventh  regiment)  promptly  engaged  them, 
and  whilst  "I  wds  placing  the  reraainj^cr  of  the  brigade  in  position,  I 
received  from   Major  General  Hill  an  order  to  move  £wo  jegimentfl 
into  action  by  their  left  fiank,  and  to  hold  the  other  three  in  reserve. 
In  compliance  With  the  order,  the  seVenth  and  twenty-eighth  Norths 
Carolina  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  whilst 
the  thirty-seventh,  thirty-third  and  eighthteenth  North  CJ^rolina,  wefre 
held  in  reserve,  in  a  ravine  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  thei#- 
rear.     Receiving  no  further  orders  from  you  in  regard  to  the  reserve^, 
and  finding  the  -pressure  greater  than  my  two  regiments  could  su&tain, 
the  remaining  three  regiments  were  placed  in  action  on  the  right  of 
tue  road.  '^My  tngade  held*  its   ground  with   heroic  ^nacity,.bnt 
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mnftt  bave  been  driten  back,  by  oyervbelmiiig  farces,  hTk%,  for  tbe 
timely  arrival  of  reinforcements.  The  seyenth  regiment,  having  been 
the  first  engaged,,  and'having  remaned  continuously  under  heavy  fire^ 
buffered  most  severely  in  officers  and  men.  Lieutenant  ColoneLReubeft 
P.  Campbell,  who  might  be  justlyclassed  aftiong  <'the  bravest  of  the 
brave,'' fell  whilst  bearing  in  his  hand  the  colors  of  his  regiment. 
Brave  •and  honorable  as  a«  man  and  skillful  as  an  officer,  his  loto 
to  the  brigade  was  irreparable.  *  The  enemy  having  been  driven. from 
the  field,  my  brigade  bivouacked  near  it.  Duringi-the  march,  of  Sun- 
day and  Monday  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  nothing  .ngte- worthy  oc- 
curred until  Monday  afternoon,  about  two  o'clock,.  w.lien  I  was 
ordered  by  Major  General  Hill  to  mask  my  brigade  in.%  wojod.to  the 
right  of  the  road.  I  remained  but  a  few  minutes- in  that  position, 
when  the  shells  of  the  enemy's  a^rtillery- commenced  ^to -fall  near*u8» 
and^I  was  orderd  to  proceed  and  attack.  Having  no  guide  -and  ao 
knowledge  of  the  enemj'8:ppo8ition,  I  took  thp  directipn*whence  came 
the  shells,  which  carried *tDe^  to  the  right  of  the  road.  « 

Tornjing  my  line  of  battle  in  a  cleared  field,  and  advancing, «we.809i 

^encountered  the  enemy  and  drove  them  for*  nearly  a  mile.  <  Thisiwaa 
•done  under  the  firo  of  two  batteries — one  of  which  we  silenced  and 
the  other  of  which  enfiladed  the  left  of  my  line..  After  proceeding 
ab6ut  this  distance,  the  enemy's  force  rapidly  accumulated  as  they 
fell  back)  and  finding  that  the  enemy  extended  much  beyond  my/ight 
'flank,  no  further'advance  was  attempted.     Xt  dark  I  placed  my  brig- 

»  sde  in  bivouackon  the  edge  of  the»battle-field,  and  having  reported 
to  Major  General  Hill  through  a  member  of  my  stafi^,  was  ordered  to 
remain  there  udtiV  daylight,  and  then  return  to  the  point* from  which 
I  had  starts  into  battle  the  previous  afternoon.  In  thilrengag€peBt 
I  had  the  misfortuno  to  lose  Colonel-  Charles  G.  Lee,  of>  the  ^thicjty- 
-aeventh  regiment:  A  thoroughly^  edueated  soldier  and  fkHjiexemfiwsj 
gentleman,  whose  whole  life  had^been  devoted'*te  the  professiQii' of 
arma,  the  service  lost  in  him  one  of  it»iho8t  promising  officers.r  <  * 

During*  the^afterneon  of  Tuesday  I  received  marching  orders,,  ai^d 
after  proceeding  a  short  distance  down  the  road  on  whicK  we  tfad  pre- 
viously been  moving,  was  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  I  wai|«re^ava- 
ing,  when'a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  amall  arms^pn  the-ieCt  showed 

^  that  an  attack  had  been  made  on -Malvern  Hill  and  it  was 'clear^that 
our  forces  were  being  driven  back.  Orders  were^  given  to^ne^to-vmoTe 
in  quickly  to  the  support  ef  our  ibrces-  eiigaged,  and  I^  did  so.  at  a 
double-quick  across  the^fields..^  On  arriving  near  the  field  of  battle, 
a  staff  officer  of  some  of  the  commands  engaged  volunteered  to  direct 
me  to  the  position  in  which  I  could  render  most  service.  Under  his 
directionB  I  had  posted  two  of  my  regiments  and  was  in  the  act  of 
posting  the  remainder,  when  I  ascertained  that  I.  had  been  misled. 

» leaking  th^  troops  I  still  had  present  with  me,  I  proceeded  towards 
iJie  left  and  .reached  a  position  near  to  t^  enemy'a  batteries,  but 
•tiU  too  far  for  qiy  short  range  guns  and  in  full  range  of  their  artil- 
lery. Making  my  men  lie  on  th^  ground,  they  remained  in  the  posi- 
tion until  the  firing  from. our  .side  had  ceased;  then  collecting  my 
brigade,  I  returned  to  my  camp  of  the  inoT^i^j;^^^!  Thus  /.ended  the 


«ctnmr.fightiag  of  tliia  m^arorftUe  week,,  the  epemjf  having  (luring- th;- 
night  eracaated  Malvern  Hill.  Daribg.thQ  whole  of  it,  offic^ers  and 
Men  alike,  had  been  irithaut  cooking  .utensils  or  their  baggage;  My 
loss  irasabont  seven  hundred  and  fifty  in  kiUed'and  wounded,  and  about 
<ftj  in.missing.  A  list  of  the  names  having^been  furnished,  a  more 
precise  statement  in  this  report  is  not  deemed  necessary,  tlolonels 
Lane  uid' Cowan  and  Lieutenant  Colonels  Haywood,  Barbour,  lloke, 
and  Perdie,  all  of  whom*  commanded  their  regiments  during  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  week, -merit  esp^ial' commendation.  There  are  many 
officers  whose  good  condaet  would  cause  me  to  take  pleasure  in 
mtking  special  mention  of  thein^  but  it.i^.  necessary  that  I  confine 
nyself  to  commanders  of  regttnents,  referring. as  I  do,  to  their  re- 
ports- for  the  najnes  of  ofiTccrs  under  them,  wh6  distinguished  them- 
aelres.  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  favorable  oonsidera* 
tion  of  the.  Government  Chose  thus  'mentioned.  My  staff  suffered  iir 
an  UDUsnal  degree.  My  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain  W,  ^, 
Cannady /had" been  with  me  since  my  appQintment  to  the  command  .of 
a  regrment/and  in  all  situationsrhad  .shown  himself  true* and  faithful. 
After  leaving  Mechanicsville,  he;was.  obliged  to  return  to  thchosjiitaly 
.and  before  the  close*  of  the  -expedition  die^  of.  typhoid  fever.  .My 
aid-de-campy.W.  A.  Blount,  ^as  severely  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor, 
and  Lieutenant  F.*  T.  Hawks,  assistant  engineer^  was  seriously 
injured  on  Tuesday.  « My  ordnance,  officer^  liieutenant  James  A. 
Bryan;  though  instructed  to  remain  with  his  train  in  the  cear,  placed 
it  in  charge,  .of  an  assistant  and  >con  tinned  with  ipe  on.  the  field 
throughout  the  .expedition.  My^qu^rtermaeter,  Jos.  A.  Engelhard, 
did  the  same  as  soon  as  it  was  possible.  All  the  gentlemen  named 
bore  themselves  with  masked  ^gallantry.  and  devotion.  Captain  Mar- 
■ladnke  Johnson's  batte,ry  was  attached  to  my  brigade  unfil  so  much 
disabled' in  action  as  to  rendec  it  necessary  to  order  it  to  the-rear  for 
repairs,  t  have  rea§on4o  think  that  it  performi^d  very  important  ser- 
vice, but  as  it  waSiUOt.  u^der  my  eye  and  I  hctye  received  no  report 
from,  the  captain,  I  amiuot  able  to  rej)prt  the  particulars  of  its«action. 
I  beg  leave- t<^-s.ay,«in<Qioncln$iony^tbat^itvW«as,ta  week  of  hard  fight- 
ing and  hard  marching  Ti^tlj^my  brigacle,-  presenting  few  incidents  .to 
be  eomjnitted  to.  paper.  L-^  herewith  present  reports  from  thi^  com- 
manders <of  my  regiments,-to  whichvl  ask  the  attention  of  the  Major 
Generatcommanding (the  division.       ,i     ,«  .    .  »^ 

Very  respectfuly,  you?v  obedient  servant, .,  ^ 

...     -     .      •       L.  O'B.  BRANCH,  •    . 
•  •  '  .  Brffodier  General.. 
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COIiONEL  WABRBN'g  REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THIRD' , 

BRIGADE.  >  ,,  '., 

/  •  •  •  . 

%   .  Camp  FreScatti,  July  24^  1862.     . 

Major  R.  L.  Dabney,  '  .     '  '  -* 

Assistant  Adjutant  Geneml :  '' 

•  -    >   .  ■ ' 

Major:  In  accordance  with  an  order  from  general  headquarters,  I. 
have  the  honor  to  submit  th^following  report  of  tho^service^  rendered 
by  the  third- brigade;  drmy,  of  the  Valley,  in  the  several  engagementa. 
on  -the  Chickahominy  :  .  , 

'  .  Thursday,  June  26th,  1862,  thjs  brigade,,  under  ^"oajmajid  of  the^, 
late  'Colonel   Fulkerson,    of  the    thirty-^ieventh  Virginis^  regiment, 
bi^oTiackod  on.  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy^  and. below.Mecha^^-- 
icsville,  h«ving  marched  that  day  from  Hughs'  Tavern,  near  Ash •  ^ 
land:     Early  Friday  morning,  it^wason  the  road,  and  during  the  day^ 
kept  ■  well  closed  up  on  the  brigade,  which  immediately  preceded  it. 
About  five  o'clock,  E.  M.,^he  brigade,  except  Captain  Wooding'a  bat-  . 
tery,  was  .ordered -forward;  when  lea*viilg   the  road  onrtJur  left,  we 
marched  by  the  right  flank  through  a-wood,  and  crossing  a  branch  tp 
an  open  field  in  which  the' first  brigade  was  fofming,  passing  through 
this  field  aifd ''another  skirt  -of  woods,  we  entered  a  large  jgrain  field 
where  we  were  exposed  to  a.  harmless  fire.  '^  Here  the  "brigade  was 
formed  in  line  of 'battle,  the  thirty-seventh  Virginia,  commanded  by 
Major  (now  Colonel)  Williams,  on  the  right,  the  eighth  Virginia,  un- 
der my  command,  in  the  centre,  and  the  Vwenty-third  Virginia,  under 
Captain  A.  V.  .Scott,  on  the  left.    -Soon  after  the  brigade  was  formed 
it  was  ordered  forward,,  as  I  was  then  informed  to  drN'e  the  enemy 
fro;n  hisworks  in  the  woods  on  tho  hill  in  front.  ♦  The  brigade  moved 
forward  rapidly  with  a  shout,  crossing  tho  fieldand  up  to  the  enemy's 
works  on  the   hill,  which  we  found*^  deserted,   except  by  dead   and 
wounded.     We  continued  'to  advance  until  we  came  up  to  Brigadig^ 
General  Hood's  brigade,  which  being  at  a 'halt,  the  third  was  also 
halted,  and  Colionel  Fulkerson  went  forward  to  examine  the  position 
of  the  enemy,  when  we  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the  right;  and  the 
.  gallant  Fulkerson  fell  morfril/  wounded.  « The  fire  was  returned  by 
anbt)^r  brigade  on  our  right,  and  the  enemy  disappeared  under  cover 
of  the  darkness.     The  command  o/*the  brigade  now  devolved  on  the 
undersigned,  ^n^  by  request  of  Brigadier  General  Hpod,  I  relieved 
his  brigade,  and  having  deployed  shirmishers  in  front,  bivouacked  for 
'the  night,  the  engagement  being  at  an  end.*   The  hext  morning  I  . 
•moved /he  brigade  forward,  with  skirmishers  infrorit,  and  liad'the 
:  satisfaction  to  encounter  a  portion  of  the  eq^my's  cavalry,  which  fled 
i^precipitately^at  the  first  fire  -of  the  skirmishers.     We  took  also  a 
number  of  prisoners.     Pubsequently,' pursuant  to  orders,  I  reported- 
v-to   Brigadier  .Geiieral   Whixing   for   orders,  and  Brigadier  General 
^Haihpton'was  assigned  fo  the'command  of  the  brigade.     Saturday  and  • 
:  Sunday,  the  ]|;»rigade  was  bivouacked  in  front  of  McQee's  house.  Early 


«6$ 

M<)nday  momihg,  it  crossed  to  the  sontb^sidiB  of  the  Chickahomin^ 
with  the  rest  of  the  army  of  the  Valley,  and  that  evening,  with  the 
other  brigade  of' Brigadier  Gerienil  Whiting's  diyision,  was  ordered 
to*  the'  support  of  our  batteries  at  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Tuesday  morning  we  again  took  the  road  ih  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
who -we  encountei'ed  rather*  suddenly  about  two  aiid  a  half  milefl  from 
our  biyouac  of  the  previous,  nj^t.  The  third  brigade  was  ordered 
into  position,  on  the  right  of  the  iroadf  near  a  corn-field,  and  skirnMsh* 
•rs  from  the  tenth  Virgmia  Regiment  were  deployed  in  front.  Sub- 
sequently we  were  ordered  to  a  jfbsilaob  in  a  largo  grain  field  on  the 
left,  where  we  remained  during. the  rest  of  theiday  and  night,  and 
more  expo3ed*t.o  a  heavy  battery  of  the.  enemy. 

Our  casualties  weref' however,  b#  slight,  for  which  we  are  alone 
indebted  to  the  mercy  of  the  Divine- Being. 

The  action  of  Captain.  Wd^ding  not  coming  under  my  observation 
from  the  fact  that  I  did  not' command  the  brigaftj,  Ii^espoctfully  refer 
to  his  report  herewith  enclosed.     For  a  list  of  casualties,  I  refer  to  * 
the  accompajj^ingrrport  from  the'different  regiments. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, . 

•  *  /     E.  T.  H.  WARREN, 

Colofiel  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment. 
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LIEUTENANT    COLONEL*  CUNNINGHAM'S   REPORT    Of 
OPERATIONS  OF  SECONP  BRIGADE! 

B[eadqu^rters  Second  Brigade^    .^, 
Camp  near  Libert^MiUs,  Va.,  July  24,  1862,  J 

Oaptftin  A;S.  Pendleton,  A*.  AT  Chneral,  ^-.-O*  • 

Captain  :  In  the  absence  of  ^pigadier  General  Jones;  from  siek^ 
aess,  I  have  the  hono||  to  submit  the  following  rjeport  of  the  fecelit 
operations  of  the  second  brigade,  army  of  the  Yatiley,  before  Ribfa%- 
mond :  ^  *.      ••  *     ' 

On  the  27th  June,  we  were  aroused,  soon  after  daylight/by  heary 
and  continuous  cannonading  on  our  r4gh|^  our  position  being  on  th^ 
Meadow  Bridge  road,  w Soon  after,  the  brigade  was  put  in  motion/ in 
the  direction  of  Cold  Harbor,  moving  slowly,  with  frequent  halts;  the 
brigade  being  iji*the  extreme  rear ,» and  immediately  beUnd  the  first 
brigade,  Valley  District.  We  mqved  iu'  this  way  untn  about  five 
o'clock,  P,  M.,  when  1  was  ordered,  by  yourself;  and  soon  after  by 
Major  Dabney,  A.  A.  General^  to  carry  the  brigade  into  action,  te 
fofm  on  the  right  of  the  third  brigade,-  Colonel. Fulkerson  command^ 
ing,  and  to  advance  «withthis  brigAe.  I  moved  the  brigade  <}'uite 
rapidly  through  the.^oods,  at  one  time  causipgitto  dojibk-quicWor 
a  short  distance,  in  order  to  keep  in.  sight  of- the  third  brigade.  -  It 
was  at  this  p9int,.that  the  first  Virginia  battalion,.  Gaptain.Leighcom*- 
manding,  was  separ%|ted  fre^m  the  brigade.  *  ; 

I  refer  you  to  Captain  Leigh's  report,  enclo8]||  herewith,  for  ffar^ 
ther  information  as  to  the  operations  of  ^the' battalion  'during*  Ihie 
evening.  « •  •  .       -  .** 

I  formed  the  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  under,  cover  of  a?^bil!^ 
pr^otecting  us  from  the  enemy's  ehell,  ani,-  at  about  «8evenn>'clocffa^ 
moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  to  relieve  Brigadier  General 'Wirlcoxv 
at  the  request  of  an  *aid'  of  Major  .General  Lon^street.  I  carried  ihgi^ 
brigade,  under  direction.  of«  Brigadier  General^  Wilcbx,  to  a  poinM>f 
woods  6n  the  extreme- right,  of  our  lines,  and  about  one •hllf*jmil^ 
from  the  Chickahominy  river.  The  enemy,  however,* wien  .we  ar* 
rived  at  the  woods,  had  fbeen  driven  out,  by  anifattack*  in  'flank,  by 
General  R.  H.  Anderson's  brigacf,  and  we  had  only  to  secure  about 
forty  prisoners,  who  .were  trying  t^^ako  their. escape.  Weoccupied 
the  ground  which  had  been  held  by  Butterfield's  brigade,  that  night. « 

In  moving  to  our  first  position,  four  men,  in  the  forty-:eighth  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  were  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  28th  -June,we  left  our  positioov 
andy  soon  after  daylight,  formed  on  the  riglj^t  of  the  first  brigade, 'V. 
D.»  in  the  extreme  front,  where  we  remained  until  about  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered,  by,  the  Mhjfr  General  commanding,  te 
take  the  brigade  to  a  housOj^ocoupied  by  Brigadier  G^Qeral  Winder, 
for  headquarters,  and  to  rest  the  men  oin  the  shade  of  trees  in  tWe 
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On.Sfttnfday  a^d  Sundfrj,  tbe  28tli  and  t^ih  of  Jaiia,.W6  remaiftM 
iietrjOoId'Haxbor,  comparatively  inikctiie;'      *  -*-  ■     ..*» 

Brigadier  General  Jenes^  took  command  of  the  ttrigi^le  on  Sunday 
morning.  -  '. 

On  Monda^r^^tbe  SOtk  Jane,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  en- 
camped that  ni'ght  near  the  White  Oat  Swamp. 

On  Tnesday,  the  Ist  July,  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  MaWera 
Hill,  halting  frequently.  At.^bout  five  :o'clock,  P.  M.;  we  were 
drawn  up'in  line  of  battle,  in  j^ody  of  woods  on  the  right  of  the 
read,  and: ^bont  four  hundred  ;pirds  in^-advanoe^of  a  church,  our^po- 
^ition  Being  immediately  in  rear  of  the  fir8(  brigade.  We:had,  seve- 
itl  times,  to  .shift  our'p08itiou,»to  avoid  a  great  'number  of  sheila 
thrown  near  us  by  the  enemy^  by  which  a  captain  and  two  men,  in  tli# 
forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  were  slijgbtly  ^wounded.  About  d^rk, 
ike  brigade  was  moved,- by#^the  left^  flank,  out  of  the' road,  and  pn^* 
.teeded  slowly;  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  for  a  short  distanoe,  whini 
it  was  stopped  by  some  confusioh-  in  the  brigade  in  front  of  us.  -At 
tbis  point.  Brigadier  general  Jones  ^received  a  contusion'on  the*  knee 
froo»apiece  of  shell,  when  the  command  orthe  brigade  again  do- 
volved-op  me. .  As  soon  as  the  road' was  somewhat  oleared,*  I  led' the 
in-igfide  forward,  and  occupied  a  position' immediately  on  the  road,  and 
about itweaty  (SO)  paces  in  rear  of  the  first'  brigade.  We  remained  . 
ttithis  position  until  sunris^;  next  •  morning,  2d  J*uly,-when.we  re- 
traced eur  .steps,  and  w€{nt*intO'cani{f  near'^he  church  mentioned  be- 
fore apd  reinarned  during  the  day: and  night. 

*  On  Thursday,  the  Sd«Joly,' we  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Long' 
.Bridge,  and  encamped  that  night  abbut  two  tniles  from-  our  last  posif- 

t jpn.       •     •*  • .         ^  '    ,-.*..«'••  ,. ,  ^  •  .     .  •       . . .  - 

^  I  should' have  'mentioned^ before  that  Brigadier  Getferal  Jones  re* 
snmed  the  command "on, the  morning  of  the  2d  July. 
.'  On  Friday,  the  4lii  j'uly.^  we  mov^dto.tBe  field  opposite  Westover^ 
jrkere  we  were  drawn^  up  in^  line  of  battle  until  late  in'  the  %ftefnopn\- 
vheif  we  went -into  camp  in  a  body  of  woods  on' our*  left.  *  We  re- 
named in  this  wood  until  Monday,  the  7tb  July;  when  we  relieved  a 
t^artof  General  Whiting's- division,  oiTpicbet. 

On  Tueil8ay,'th'e  8th  July,  we  left'our  ciftnp  neai'^  Westover,  and 
Harted  in  the-direotionof  *Richmt)nd.  •      ••.'.*  ■•..,• 

*■ '       •  •       V'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' • 
.«..•.>-...         •.,    *%  R. 'fl  ♦OUN-MNGHAM,  Jr.,-         ^   ? 

*  •    •        '  »  ••  ^UimiienmP  Cohnd,- commanding  second  brigade. 


"•» 


' «  .  -     .  '•  •    •• 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  0.  S.  WINDER. 

Headquarters  Fikst  Brigadg,  V.  D,^  } ' 
,      •   .    -  .  •         July  9,  1862.  J. 

Captain- A.  S."  Pendleton,  A.  A,  Ge^al^  . 

;  JEkadquartjers  Falhy  District : *     •   - 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  brigade  froito  2Tth  day  of  Jjinc  to  July  lat,  1862,  inClu- 
slfveV  -       •  .  • 

The  brigade  left  bivouac,  near  Tottopotomy  Creek,  about  .five,   A.  ' 
M.,  beingin  rear  of  the  c6lumn,  except  ofie  brigade.     The  march  was 
slow  and  tedious — firing  was  heard  on  the  "right.     Between  four  and-  • 
five,  P.  M.,  1  received. orders  from  General  Ewell  to  move  up  rapidly. -* 
I  ordered. the  ordnance  wagons  and  artillery  to^  halt,  and  moved  the 
brigade  from  the  column,  filing  to  our  right  through  a  wood  and  swamp, ' 
directing   the  'head  of  the  column  to    the  point  where  I  hearcl  thd* 
heaviest  fire.     On  reaching  a  clear  field,  near  Cold  Harbor,  I  formed  * 
my  regiment,  and  led  the  head  of  the  column  near  the  Telegraph' road,  • 
whore  the  brigade  was  massed  by  regiments.     Finding  Mkjor  General  ♦ 
A.  P.  Hill,  senior  oflSccr  present,*!  reported  my  arrival,  And  asked  for  • 
orders;  he  directed  me' to  detach  two  regiments  to  support  a  battery. 
I  ordered  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen,  second  regiment,  and  Colonel  W.  H/' 
Baylor,  fifth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  to  move  forward  to  execute  * 
this  order,  which  wa^  rapidly  done.^    -     ^  .  r     ..  *  .    » 

After  waiting  some  half  hour,  I  was  ordered  by  "Genei^al  Hill  t"5* 
charge  the  enemy's  line  with  my  command.  I  imAediately  formed  lino 
of  battle  with  the  thirty-eighth  regiment,  Cblonel  Neff,  twenty  seventh,^* 
Colonel  Grigsby,  fourth  Colonel  Ronald,  the  Irilih  battalion,   Caotaih"* 
Lee,  who  w.as  near, 'and  moved'  forward;     As  the  line  advanced,'  Colo-*- 
nels  Allen  and  Baylor  forn^ed  wi  the  left,  <miA  the  entire  line  moved* 
forward  in  handsome  style,*  through,  a  swamp  and  thick  urylergrowth 
of  laurel  and  bushes.  ■.  Oti  emerj^in^^  from  this;  finding  'the  line  some- 
what broken* in  consequence  of  tlfis  swamp,  I  ordered  all' troops,  whopi 
rfound  in  frofitj*  to  join  their  commands,  making  the  linecoritihuous/ 

*Lreutenaht  ColonelGeafy;  Ha'nTpton's  Pcgiorf;  ColbnellSradley  Tf* 
Johnson,  first  Maryland  regiment ;  twelfth  Alabama  fegimentf;  fifty-* 
second  Virginia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Spinner t  tKirty-eigfrth  (Jeorgia";  ^' 
Captdin'and-  A.  A.'^Gerierartawton  commanding,  joined  this  line,  and 
moVed  in  splendid  style  ov*er"  the  "field,  the  enemy  retiring  before  it, 
long  ere  it  was  possibleHd  use" the  bayonet.  *•*        *  *  **  •     *  . 

The  second  and  fifth  fegiirietTts  Vtt-gima  volunteers' moved  so  rapldf/ 
they  got  in  didvance'of  the^lne  receiving  a  heavy  fire  whicli  thinned' 
their  ranlts,  depriving  them  of  %ome  of  their  best  officers*.  '  Nothing 
diunted  "they  held  thSir  groutid  until  the  line  <5ame  up,  aiid  moved  on 
wfth  thrft  same  impetnousity  alid  determifiation.*  /^  /     '     "    "        -   •" 

Here  that  gallant  officer.  Colonel  J.  W.  AUen^  second  regiment,  fell 
•  1  •  • 


sftortally  woundecl,  whilst  leading  his  command  iiTthe  ehar^e.  lie  was 
a.  trne  soldier  and  gentleman,  'whose  loss  to  his  regiment,  Cjountry  and 
friends  will  bo  long  mourned,  though  falling. in  .so*  sacred  a  cause. 
His  patriotism  and  noble  character  had  end^Bared  him  to  all.  At  the 
same  tinle  that  meritorious  soldier  apd  >gentlemaif,  Major  F.  B.  'Jones, 
0^  same  regiment,  fell  mortally  wounded.  His  mild  and  gentlemanly 
maifner  had  long  sincef  endeared  him  to  all,  and  deeply  is  biv  loss  fblt 
and'  regretted.  *  J  . 

The  line  advanced  steadily  under  the  fire  of  t^ip  batteries,  and  much 
infantryj  and  the  enemy  were  driven  some  three  hundred  yards  beyond 
McGee's  house;  this  being  beytnd  their  last  position,  the  line  was 
halted.     The  lateness, of  the  hour  (about  nine,  P.  M.)  and  ignorance* 
of  the  country. pre  vented  any  farther  pursuit  of  the  enemy.     At  thifr. 
time,  Mrfjor  General  D;  H.  Hill  came  on  the  field,  and  I  relinquished 
the  dbmmand  to  him.     Upon  consultation*  with  him,  it  was  decided  to* 
retire  the  line  of  battle  to  the  crest  in  the  rear.     This  I  did,and*toolBK 
tne  necessary  precautions  to  guard-  against  any  sjirprise.  '    "      -    • 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  officers  and' men  of  my  briglide, 
in.which,  for  the  time,  I  must  include  the  Irish  battalion.  Captain* 
Lee.  Their  coolness,  bravery  and  discretion  entitles  thera^to  ray  warmest* 
gratitude,  ajs.also,.  thos^  servimg  under  me  a  portion  of  the  time,* 
especially  that  gallant  soldier  and  gentleman'  Colonel  Bradley  T. 
Johnson.,  with  his  small  band  of  veterani3",  ever  ready  to  advance  on^ 
the  enemy  and  aid  our  cause.  •'* 

Colonel  Baylor  and  his  regiment,  were  subjected*  to  a  heavy  fire, of  • 
artillery  and  infgtntry,  but  he  held  the  regirael^t  well  in  hand,  moving 
up  in  gallant  style.     Though  he  lost  heavily  he'beld  the  extreme  left,- 
and  delivered  to  me  two  Parroy;  guns,  a  part  of 'the   fruits  of  his* 
victory.  ,      •'  *.       •     ' 

,Upon  Lieutenant  .Colonel  L.  Botts,  devolved  .the  command*  of  the 
second  regiment  after  the  fall  of  Colonel.  Allen,  andthis  command  ho 
ejercised  wirii' coolness  and  bravery,  reflecting  much  credit.upon  him- 
self and  regiment.  The  other  regiments  Were  led  up  by  their  respec- 
ti|Ve  commanders,  in  fine  order,  though^ their  position^  did  not  place^' 
them  under  such  heavy  fire.  •    .    .        - 

My  thanks  a;-e  eminently  duo  fo^y  staff.  Captain  O'Brien  and  Lieur 
tenants  Howard  and  Garnett,  for  the  promptness  with,  whioh  they 
transmitted  my-'orders,  and"  the  assistance  rendered  me  during  the 
evening,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  frequently  and  at  great  risk.  Also 
to  Mr.  Sam^uel  D.*Mitchell,  of  Richmond,  a  volunteer  aid,  who  was 
ever- reAdy* and  prompt  tg  transmit  my  orders  to  anytpoint,  regardless 
of  his  own-life.  He  fell,  mortally  wounded,  whilst  with  the  second  . 
regime;it,  In  advance,  and  expired  ill  a  few  moments,  one  of  the  many- 
instances  of  the  self-sacrificing  spirits  of  our  young  men. 

Two*  revolting  guns,  ono  Napoleon  gun  and  many  small  arms  and  « 
stones  were  collected  by  Lieutenant  Garnett,  ordnance  officer  of  th^ 
brigade,  on  the  morning  of  the  38th,  and  sent  to  the  reaf. 

Shortly  after  daylight,. on  this-morningv  the  pickefs  ip^re  advanced 
X0  a  wood  in  front,  and  many  prisoners  brought  in,  among  the  nbumbor 
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BingdaSer  Gmerd  JHin  'F/Reynoldfl  aof  OiiitnHBlilkgsbeiTf ,  of  Im 

Btltff.     The  brigade  remained  in  position  daring  the  da^. 

On  the  29thy  it < was  ordered  to  tat:e  the.adviChoe  and  jnoye  to  the 
Chiokahominy  river^  whioh  it  did.  The  bridge  being  incomplete^ 
sfcortl J  .before  sunset  Mt  was  ordered  to  its  former  bivouac. 

Oirthe  morning. of  the  SUihv  it  took  up  the»  march  at  half-pfMt  tyM 
o^looky'  foUowilfg  the  troops  in  adrance  of  it. '  'At*  night  it  biv^n* 
aoked  ni^ar*  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Took  dp'the  merely a.t  five,  A.  M.,  on  July  1st,  following  trooiMi 
m  frbnl;.  :Hearing  from  General  Whiting  that  artillery  waa  needed  ilk 
front/ 1  ordered  Captains  Carpenter  and  Poague  to  report  to  Brigadier 
General  Whiting;  with  their  .hatteries.  For  an  account  of  their  ope^  • 
rations^  I  respeetfully  refer  to  their,  reports.  The  brigade  waa 
halted  near  a  church  i^  tjie  .  wood  and  held  -in  reserve.  &  Being 
wkhin  range  of  the  'enemy's  sheU,  it  was  /twice  removed  to-  th^ 
rtMrr^Afarttt  unfortunately  the  first -ehot  indicating  the  necessity  of  a 
moyCy'*kHled-that  promising  -and  gallant.*  officer,-  Captain*  Fletcher, 
fifth  regiment' Yirginht  volunteers,  and  the  next,  causing  V  second 
Bunre,  killed  one  'man  and  wounded  three  of 'the  same  regiment.  •* 
. '  Between  six  and  seven  o'clock ;-^^P/M.y  I  was  ordered  to  the  froat 
aivith  my  command.  Ojn  reporting  to  general  Jackson,  I  was*ordered 
to  file' to  the  right*  through Hhe  woods  And  report  to  Major  GeneraMl>. 
H.Hill.  I  obeyed  the  first*  part  of  the  ord^^.  I  had  not  gone  far 
whenil«feund«the  brigade«uuder  the  fire  of  a  b'attery.  1  It  was  moved 
ateadily  on  uvder  a  heayy  fire.  I  <ftspatched  &  staff  o^cer  to  a 
liiouse  near'  by  to  see  if  «I  could  hear  of  General^HilPs  locality.  I 
p'oald  learn^  AOthingy  «nd  hearing  a  heavy-  fire  tor  my  left,  I  moved  it* 
t'ectly  for  it.  To  gain  that  point  the  command  was  exposed  to  a  ter- 
rific fire,  and  in  oonsequence  of  the-  darkness  of  the  hour  and  muok 
wood  and 'swamp,  the.  brigade  became  greatly  separated.-  Finding 
myself  ^th  a'  portion*  of  the*  thirty^fchird  regiment,  Colonel  Neff,<an3 
a  portion  of  the  fourth  regiment,* I'  moved  to  the  assistance  of  our 
troops  through  the  swamp,  setding 'Captain  O'Brien"  to  find  the  other 
regiments  and  bring'them  up.  On  emerging  from  the  swamp,  I  found' 
a  handfull  of  gallant  men  of'the' first  and  third  N.  C.  regiments  receiv* 
ing  a  mdst^errific  fire."  Timmediifttelx  placed  the  thirty-third  and  fourth 
regiments  in  position,  and  with. about  one  hundred  men  held  this  hill 
against  the^ enemy,  who  gave  us  the  most  terrific  fire  I  have  ev'er  seen. 
There  was  a  continuous  streanf  of  shot;  shell,  ^and* balls  for  some  two 
hours,  when  the  enemy's  fire  slackened  and  ceased  %bout  ten  o^clock, 
P.M.  ^During  t)^is  time  the  officers  and*  men  behaved' with  true 
courage.^  Our  loss  'was  heavy.  Colonel  Neff  and  Major.  Holliday,  * 
thirty -tMlrd  Regiment,  and  Lieutf.  Howard  and  Ga^ett;  of  iny  staffs 
particularly  Mtraoted  my '  admiration  by  their  coolness  and  untiring 
efforts  to  keep  the  men  in  their  position.  Their  escape  from  injury 
is  truly  providential.  About'  nine,  P.  M.,  whilst  trying  to  find 
remnants  of*  my  brigade,  for  some  few  ipen  had«-  found  out  Iny  pSsl* 
tioa  and  joined,  'I  met  a  portion  of  the  thirteen^  Georgia  regiment 
and  ordered  it  to  this  position.  In  a  short  time  parts  of  my  regi* 
jnenWeame  up/- -all-  having'  been  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  whilst 


Borh^  np^;   but  in>H»ii06q4eiioe  oT  the  thick  wagds  and  datko^si; 

could  not  finS  their  preper  positions.  For  details  ef  theiif  operati^MTs 
I  refer  to  their  seyeriai  reports..  Here  the  fearless  and  gallant  Oolonel 
A,' J..  Grigsl^y,  twenty-seventh  negiment  Virginia  volaoteersy  waa 
woand6(]|  slightly,  I  am  glad  to.  say,  but  obliged  to  dea?e.  the- field. 
Captain  O'Brien,  of  jny  Bte|f,  was  injured  by  a  fall  from  his  horse, 
and  was  not  with'  me  after  reaching  the  field.  Hearing  of  troops 
n^ear  by  not  engaged,  I  immediately  sent  for  them  -and  was  rem- 
forced  hy>a  portion  of  General  Lawton's  brigade,  General  J.iL.  Jones' 
brigade,  under.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham/  and  a  part  of  tha 
liOiiisiana  VigBule,  and  that  gallant  band  of  Mary  landers,  under  tha 
brave  Colonel  B.  T.  Johnson.  Colonel  Johnson  hearing  I  needed 
assistance,  .came  forward  to*  tender  his  regiment,  which*I  gladly  a«* 
eepted  and  gave  him  '  the  advance,  directing  him  to  extend  our  liiia 
Bomejialf  Srni^ile  to  the  right,  placing  my  picket  op  and  near  tXe  flank 
of  the  enemy.  This  duty  he  executed  rapidly  and  with  good  judgmeiit^ 
lidding  his-position  until  %fter  the  enemy  had  retired  the  following 
by.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham's  brigade  I  placed  on  Jack- 
son's  left,  and.  the /.balance  of  Lawton's  brigade  between  •Cunning- 
ham's  and  my  original  positiot^,  Securing  my  entire  front  and  .flank, 
Bleeping^on  the  field  so  hotly  contested  against  heavy  odd^  After 
these  dispositions,  G^eneral  L^ton  arrived  sod  I  fode  in  to  report  to 
O^nerals  Hill  9^d  Jackson  my  position.  This  eifected,  I  returned 
to  the  field  before  down  and  made  the  requisite  dispositions  to  re- 
pulse any  attack;  but  at  daylight  we  found  the  enemy  had  evaculiteil 
his  position  during  the  night,  .taking  off  his  guns,  but  leading  bis 
dead;  small  arms,  and  other  indications  of  a  defeat  and  hasty  retraal^ 
which  was  an  agVeeablo  surpris^v  for  I  had  learned  through  prisoners 
Captured  about  .day ^ligbt,  hi8  force  the  previous  day  had  been  vastly 
superior  to^ours.*  Shortly  after,. six,  A.  M.,  on  the  2d  instant,  I  was 
ordered  to  bivouac  aome  two  .miles  from^.the  front.  The  ,oasuallies 
ire  as  follows  :  *  •         .\  .       .  '        i  • 

On  the  87th  of  June—       ,    , 

Killed,  5  commissioned  officers. 

EEilled,        *    '  .    /         -  10  rank  and  file.. 

.Wounded^    •/        .      •  i       •   12  commissioned  officera., 
.  Wounded,  52  rank  and  file.    , 

.  Total  killed  and  ,wQan(led,  79                             > 

On  the  let  of  July —           i.     .  ^      P'                      ■,» 

Killed,  1  commissioi^sd-  officer. 

.   £illed,   .  .  16  rank  and  file.      /      , 

bounded,-  3  commissioned  offiears. 

Wounded,  104  rank  .and  file.             *     $. 

.     Total,  /  124  *  ,         • 

Total  l^illed  and  wooaded^ia.beth  battles,  ,208. 

I  ^m,  jir»4f<ery .  respectfnll^,  your  obedient  servant, 
.^  ,,  .  CtiAS.  .8.  WINDER,  . 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LAWTON  OF  ENGAGE'- 
MENT  OF  JUNE  27,  1862.  • 


TRI 

Near  Gofdonsville,  July  28^  1862. 


IlEADQUARTfiRS  FoURTH  BrIGADI:,  VaLLETY  DiSTRICT,  >* 


Captain  A,  S..  Pendleton,  .  .  •  ... 

,  ,  Assistant  Adjutant  General:  •        .  • 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  MajdV  General 
commanding,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  I'epoft  of  the 
part  taken  •by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  27th  of  June,  1862, 
near  the  Chickahominj  river  and  a  few  miles  frt)m  Richmond.  In  the 
order  of  march  towards  the  battTe-ifield  pn  that  day,  my  bjigado 
brought  up  fh'e  rear  of  General  Jackaon's  army,  and  was  therefore 
the  last  to  engage  the  enemy.  I  had  remained  at  a  halt  fot  several 
hours,  more,  than  two  miles  from  the  point  where  the*  brigade  after-, 
wards  eaftred  tjie  field,  and  was  not  ordered  forward'  until  nearly  five 
o'clock,  P.  ^1/  I  then  marched  rabidly  on,  retarded  much  by  the  ar- 
tillerj  yid  ambulances  which  blocked  up  the  niirrow  road.*  ^  reach- 
ing the  edge  of  a  torn  £eld,  about  a  i|^ilo  and  a  half' from  the  nearest 
point  of  the  battle-ground,  I  was  informed  that  General  Ewell  was 
sorely  pressed  By  the  enemy,  and  reinforcements  were  promptly 
'  n^^eded.  I  then  mai'ched  forward  at  double-quick,  aiid  tlie  mea 
reached  the  wood  on  tte©  south  side  of  the  battle-field  alfhosC  exhausted. 
Having  no  knowledge. of  the  focal  geography,  and  failing  to  fiad  any 
staflF  officers  wly).  could  direct  me  at  what  point  1  should  enter  the 
fight,  two  regiments,  standing  in.  the  open  field,  were  j)ointed  out  to 
me  as  having  just  retired  from  the  woods,  whence  the  fire  of  the  en- 
emy had  driven  them.  I  at  once  moved  by  the  flaftk  through  the  in- 
terval, between  these  regiments,  promptly  foVmcd  line  of  battle,  and 
accepted  for  my  brigade  the  position  which  they  had  abandoned.  A  con-  • 
tinuous  lineoftbirty-five  hundred  men  moving  forward  in  perfect  order 
into,  the  wood,andat  once  opening  fire' along  its  entire  length,  (chiefly 
armed  with  Enfield  Yifles,)  made  a  decided  impression,  and  promptly 
marked  the  preponderance  of  musketry  sound  oh  our  side,  as  was  ob- 
served by  ottier  commanders  on  the  field."  Tho  extreme Honsity  of  the 
wood,  and  the  sloppy,  miry  soil.  With  no  knowledge  of  the  conforma- 
tion of  the  country^  beyond  me,  made  it  .evident  that  the  difi'erent  reg- 
iments of  the 'brigade  would  soon  be  separated  from  each  other,  I 
therefore^ent  different  members  of  my*  staff'  to  the  .^ght  and"  left  of 
the  line  to  press. it  forward,  and  remained  myself  as  near  the  cc^itre 
aa^posSible.  Onward  the  lice  adva'nced.  through  the  wood,  firing  at 
e^ery  step,  and.  guided  only  by  the  volleys 'from  Ihe  cnem^,  to\v.ard3' 
the  thickest  of  the.  fight,  dn  the  midst  of  the  wood  1  rtiet  Mfljor  Ge'n- 
eralEwell,  then  hotly  engaged,  who,  as  he  saw  this  long  line^dvanb- 
iBgAjinde'r  fire,  waved  his  sword  ted  cried  out— 'I^HurraK  for  Geor- 
cid-!t''  To* t Lis  there  was  a  cheerin«r  rcppoiT.*?^  fr^Tn  mv  command, 
which  then^  mo|;ed  forj?ard  more^  rapidly- thani'  ever!     iSiom  .^vieheii^l 
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'  Swell  I  learned  something  of  the  condition  of  ^he  field  and  the  poii|t 

%i  which  iny  .command  wonlcl  be  most  usefjal.  jo  that  poiDt  I  di- 
rected such  portions  of  the  brigade  as  could  then  receive  my  (Jirdeni 
in  time.  This  portion  advanced  steadily  forwaird^  commanded  by  mj|« 
self  in  person,' ^e  regiments  occasionally  disunited  by  the  smoke, 
dust  and  confusion  of  the  battle-field,  and  then  brought  together  agai^. 
They  were  all  the  timeundei*  a  continuous*  fire  of  musketry  and  ar- 
tillery, until  they  reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the  field,  directhr 
in  front  of  the  position  where  they  had  emerged'from  the  wood!  rThia 
steady  advance  was  only  checked  occasionally  by  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of*  distinguishing  friend  from  foe,  as  the  dusk  of  the  evening 
was  added  to  the  other  'dements  of  con  fusion.  In  conjunction,  with 
fragments  "of  other  brigades,  having  driven  the  enemy  steadily  before 
us,  when  I  reached  the  brow  6f  the  hilKalready  mentioned,  I  found 
his  batteiry'ha^  retired  ^ndnis' infantry  taken  to  flight. .  I  then  gath- 
ered up  the  fragments  of  several  other  brigades  and  reginjents,  anid 
adding  them  to  mine;  retired  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  rear  and  di- 
agonally to  the  left,  wh?re  I  could  still  diaitinguish  a  disJ9inte3  line 
of  Confederate  troops.  A  hasty  conversation  with  Brigadier  Ccneral 
Garland,  satisfied  me  that  I  vaa  the  commanding  officer^on  that  part 
of  the  field,* and  I  at  once  assumed  command' and  ordered  into  line  ail 
.the  troops  near  me.*  It  was  Jl^  this  time  quite  dark.  Learning  froin 
a  stafi"  officeV,  who  then  rode  up,  that  a  charge  was  to  be  made  onahe 
extreme  left  of  the  field,  in  which  assistance  was  neede^d,  I  at  cyice 
commenced  to  move,  by  fhe  right  flank,  all  the  troops  over  whom  Lh^d 
assumed  command^  towards  the  point  indicated..^  After  marching  tvro 
or  three  hundred  jards,  the  shouts^  of  victory  from  jottr  friends  an- 
nounced that  the  last  battery  of  the  enemy. had  t)een,taken,  and  the 
«*  rout"  complete!  *  Tthen  halted  ia  the  midst'of  the  battle-field,  sep- 
arated  the  regiments  of  my' brigade  from  the  rest,  of  the  troops,  and 
ordered  the  men  to  sleep  on  theif  arms.         ...  .     •  ♦ 

'During  fll  the  time  above  indicated^,  after  the  brigade  waff  fairly  pu- 
gaged,' the.  two  regiments  on  the  leh  (thirty  firs^  and  thirty- eighth 
Georgia)  wero^'beyond  my  reach,  and  under. the  immediate  dircctio|i 
of  my  adjutaift*  general,  CapJ^iin  E.  P.  Lawton;  In  emerging  from 
the  wood,  these  two  regiments  found  themselves  in*the  hottest  part  of 
.  the  field, 'whero  our  friends  Veirc  pres^ng  on  the  enemy  towards  the 
left,  and  joined  them  in  Hhe  contest  at  that  point,  under  a  murderpus 
fire.  Steadily  on  did  they  press,  doing  great  execution,  until  the  last 
cartrfdge  t\  as' expended,  and^then  jpi^iing  heartily  in  that  last  charge 
after  nightf 2^11,**  which'  resulted  Jlii  the  shouts  of  yictor.y  already  re- 
ferred to.^  The  conduct  of  these  two  regiments,  officers  and  men,  and 
of  Captam'K'P.  Lawton,  who  led  them,^ cannot  be  too'.highly  appre^ 
ciated  ;  and  tlie  list  of  t^^'e  killed  and^wounded,  for  the  short  time  they., 
vert!  engaged^  attest  the  danger  whicU  they  so  gallanjtly  faced.  Cap? 
tain  Lawton  had  his  horse  killed,  and  received  a  slight  wound  in  the 
leg.  Lieutenant  Colonel^air,  in  command  of  tt^e  .^irty-eigbth,  had 
his  arm  shot  x)ff,  near  th'qSlhoulder,  and'Major  Matthews  was  severely, 
it.  is  Toared'morialiy;  wouh*ded.  Colonel  Evans,  conjmanding  the 
Hiirty^-first  regiment,  received  a  slight  ^fleshwoujadj  and  .a  nuinbe|»,r 
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v^Hlber  Mters  were  lilled  attd  woanded,  ae.  appieaft  by  t^e.aaaezed 

list.  .  ".  '  :  •  •- 

Barly  in  the.actioAy  and  soon  after  entering  the  wood,  my  volaar 
teer  aid-de-eamp,  Captain  Bdward  OheireSy  while  tidingj>y  my  side, 
had  his  home  ahot  down.  He  promptly  rose  to  hia  feet,  annoanced 
to  me  his  safety,  and  .\^fi  InteAtipn .  tp.  Jkeep  up. with  the  Jbrigade  <m 
foot..  He  followed  on  towards  the  left,  wherp.  the  thirty.- first,  and 
Hhirty-ei^hth  were  so  hotly  pressed,  and  while  gallantly  pursuing  the 
line  of  hisdnty^he  fell,  pierced  through  the  heart  by  a  rifle  ball. 
Though  a  mere  youth,  he  had  exhibited  a  degree  of  zeal,  intelligence, 
ftod  gallantry  worthy  of  all  praise,  and  not  one  who  fell  0*0  that  bloody 
ieid  has.  brought  more  sorrow  to  the  hearts  of  those  whoJ^new  him 
best.  ...  ^  ^  ^  / 

.  To  the.membecs  of  my  staff  I  am  mit^h  indebted,  for  .the  prompt- 
ness, enoi^y;  and  gallantry  they  displayed  in.conv6^ing.ordef8,  and 
pres^ingtson^ihe  ..different  parts  of  the  line  which  were  beyond  my  per- 
son^ supervision,     ..  .  ^ 

IVIiere  the  engagement  was  so  general,  and  the  numbers  sojarge, 
and  all  acted  so.  well,  it  is  difficult  to  jonumerate  instances  of  personal 

fallanlry.  ,  For.  some  of  these,  however,  and  for  the  parts  taken  by 
ifferentportionaof  my.brigi^dci,  Ii>eg  leave  .to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
.different^commanders.of  regiments,  bAwith.8ub!nitted.^  J  leg' leave 
.to  refer  also  to,  the  annexed  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

t    .    Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  jjervant,  . 
•.   '.  .         ;    A.  R.  lAwTON, 

V     .  .  .  Brigadier  General  commanding. 


Jjisi\OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  the  FeurikJBrigade,  VaU 
*    ley  Districiy  commanded  by  General  -A:  JR.  Lawlon,  in  the-action  rftte- 
*2nhofJme:  i 

«  Thirteenth  Regim^t  G^rgia  Volunteers, — ^Killed :.  Non-commissioned 
i^^oers  an^  private's,  6.  .  Wonaded:  Lieutenant.  ColquelJ.  M.  Sjnith, 
.iCaptaine  Mitchell^  and  ^ Crawford;  3.;  nonf>commi8.8ioned..officer8  and 
♦.privates,  61.     Total,*6Q.>     ^  *-, ..  .         ' 

^^ISoentji'Stxth  Regimmt  ^Georgia   Volunteers. — Killed :' Lieutena&t 
H.   L.   Strickland,    1 ;    nofi-commissioj^4  officers  and  privc^tes,  T. 
Wounded :  Lieutenant  J.  B.  JPaztoji,.  1  ;  ^lon-comi^jssioned,  qfl|cera 
•aDd|Mrivates,,Sl.     Total,  40.     -      .  .        .      .       , 

1^  S^ieih  Regiment,  Qj^M^  Vdvnteers. — Killed :.  Noiv-CQmmissioned 
^officers  4ind  priyate9,  S..,«ltV^ounded:  .Lieu^tenant-;.M<^Qamy,.l ;  nou* 
reommissioned. officers  and.priva^,  10.  .  Total,  14.-     .• 

,  Sixty 'First  ^Regiment   Gtorgia   Fb6m/e€r«.r-Killed :  .Nonrcommis- 

aioned  officers  an^t  privates,  6.     Wounc|pd:  Captain  H..  F,  Golley^ 

Adjutant  G.  W;'tLamar««  Lieutenants  £L.  S.   Virgin, :.  C.  .iBramer 

m4  J.  £!rawf9rd, , 5 ;  no9«oommi8sionecw>fficers  and, privates,  S5. 

«cTotaI,.S6.  J  .  .  -  .  .  .         -    *   ,  ^ 

^tSPhiurty^^Eighth  M^flsnsntJBeargifi  Fobn^Mrf.-— Killed^ .  Gaptoins  jUor 
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Closky  anil  Jones  S;  non-codkiasioned  officers  and  priTates,  53. 
Wonndad:  Lieutenaiit  Colonel  Parr,  Major  Matthews,  Lietitenanta! 
Phillips  and  Mar'able,  4 ;  .non-commissftned  officers  and  priyates,  1 14.' 
Total,  172.  • 

TAirti/'Fifit  Regiment  Georgia  Vphmteers, — ^Killed:  Non-commis-* 
atoned  officers  and  priirates,  S9.  Wounded:  Lieutenants  Johnson, 
Ibrrison,  Bozeman  and  Brunson,  4;#non-commi8sioned  officers  and 
priYates,  137.     Total,  170. 

Total  killed,  106;  wonnded,  886.     Aggregate,  492. 
18 
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fiB^OBT   OP    BRIGADIER  <>BNERAl  LAWTON   OP  TH» 
BATTLE  OP  MALVERN  HILL. 

Headquarters  FtftHttk  Brigade,  Valley  District,  > 
.    ^     Near  Gordansville^  July  28,  1862.      jf 

Csf^tam  A.  B.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  G-.: 

Captain  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  folIbwiDg,  report  of  the  parjk 
taken  bj  this  brigade  m  the  action '  at  frlalVjern  ,HiIl,  on  the  Ut  of 
Julj,  186S:  •'.    •   \ 

Boon  after  the  moBketrj^  fire  had  fairly  ^ocmnenced,  J  received 
orders  from  the  Majoi:  General  commandiDg  to  form  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  up  the  hill, -a  few  hundred  yards,  be?- 
yond  *^  Willis  Church,'"  the  brigades  of  General  Winder  and  othe»i 
continuing  thfs  line  to  the  right  of  the  same  road^  3oon  after  thia 
line  was  fortaed,  it  X^as  apparent  that  the  Ehells  of  the  enetny  vera 
about  to  inflict  serious  injury  upon  us,  while  we  were  entirely  inac« 
five.  After  several'  casualties  in  di^Terent  parts  of  the  command, 
upon  consultation  with  General  Winder, •we  determined  to  retire  thp 
line  about  three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  until  we  shoald  receiva 
orders  to  adranee. 

In  Chta  last  position  I  remained  nn(il  after  sunset,  when  I  received 
f^rbal  orders  to  move  up  the  road  to  the  gate-posts  near  which  tkj^ 
Major  General  commanding  had  his  headquarters,  tjien  to  file  to  tho 
light  thiough  the  woo^s,  advance  towards  the  fire*of  the  enemy,  an4 
report  to  Majoi;  General  Hill.  The  ground  admitted  only  ot  a  flank 
Biovement,  and  I  led  the  thirteenth  Georgia  (the  right  of  the  bri- 
cade)  aa  ra)>idiy  a'e  poasible  through  the  woods,  towards  the  point 
indicated.  Leading  in  person  the  foremost  regiment,  of  pourae  I 
could  not  see,  through  the  woods,  whether  the  other  regiments  wera 
closed  up  behind  us.  When  I  reached  ^he  open  field,  and  stood,  with 
tiie  thirteenth  regiment,  under  as  heavy  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  as 
was  ever  known  to  the  most  experienced  yeterans,  (  ascertained  that 
flie  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  taken  a^differenf  route  or 
misaed  the  road  through  the  woods. 

It  was  then  nearly  dark,  the  fire  of  the  enVmys  battery  was  doing 
great  exeoation,  our  friends  evidently  wanted  assistance,  and  no  time 
waa  to  Be  lo^t.  Ordering  the  thirteenth  to  lie  down  in  a  ravine  for  a 
fcw  minutes,  until  I  could  go  forward  towards  the  battery,*  and  en-* 
deavor  to  ascertain  the  best  route  by  which  to  advanfe,  I  soon 
(iisi^overed  ^t  I  muat  move  tot/A  the  Jhrt  of  (he  battery  as  my  cnly 
gutUk,'  Hits 'raiment  waa  ordered  up  from  the  ravine,  and  it  ad« 
wanced  rapidly  and  handsomely  over  every  obstacle— woods,  ditchea, 
fsttcea,  atreams— until  the  height  on  the  same  level  with  the  enemy*a  , 
tettery,  opposite  Littleton'a  house,  was  gained.  Still  onward  they 
pitased,  and  met  with  a  hea^  loaa  from  the  fire  of  musketry  that 
werepoatedto  aupport  the  battery.    While  crossing  tha  road,jaat 
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below  (he  height  .to  whieh  this  regiment  Was  adyancing,  I  was  mot  by 
Brigadier  General  Winder,  who  snmpsted  ^at  thp  h^ht  might  be 
^reached  by  a  better  route  along  the  position  ii here  a  portion  cf  his 
cemmand  was  engaged.  I  then  permitted  the  head  of  the  column  to 
proceed,  under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Douglass,  and  attempted  to  direct 
the  remainder  towaids  the  route  indicated  by  General  Winder.  The 
dasknesa  and  confusion  made  it  difficult  to  adopt  any  new  order,  or 
check  the  impetuosity  of  this  regiment.  Having,  gained  this- height, 
the  advsnced  position  <^  General  Jackson's  army,  I  determiasdi  to 
hold  it  until  further  orders.  I  returned  promptly  for  the  rest  of  my 
'command,  found  the  o^hex  five  regiments  formed  in  good  brder^ 
marched  them  up  to  the  height  occupied  by  the.  thirteenth,  slid 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  ' 

jRie  enemy  having  removed  his  battery  to  a  more  secure  position, 
commenced  shelling  the  height  occupied  by  my  brigade,  throwing 
one  shell  every  two  or  three  minuies  for  nearly  an  hour  after  the  en- 
'gagement  was  properly  at  an  end.  But  for  the  fact  that  I  caused  th^ 
^en  te  lie  down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hil],  on  the  slope  towards*  the 
wood  the  casuakies  must  have  been  numerous.  In  the  morning,  *ap* 
pearances  indicated  for  a  while  an  intention  on  the  part, of  the  enemy 
10  .renew  the  contest,  and  I  was  making  preparations  to  receive  him. 
It  was  soon  evident,  however^  that  these  demonstrations  only  served 
to  protect  his  flight,  which  continued  daring  the  drenching  rain  of 
that  day.  •  /  '  , 

The  thirteenth  Georgia  was  the  only  regiment  of  the  brig'a^ 
sc^ively  engaged  in  the  fight,  and  nothing  eould  exceed  the  energy. 
Valor  and  zeal  exki))ited  by*  officers  and  men  during*  their  impetuous 
charge.  The  other  regiments  were  within  range  of  shells  for.  three 
«r  four  hours,  and  from  these  several  casualties  ensued.  I  beg  l:iive 
to  refer  to  the  annexed  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  to  the  feporl 
>of  Colonel  Douglass  for  further  details  of  the  part  taken  by  the^^thir*'* 
teerbth  regittaent.  '  .  . '    '  , 

*  Very  respectfftUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  A,  R.  LA^WTON,      . 
*         •                     '                Brigadier  General  commanding.. 
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LIST  OF  TEE  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  ike  Iburth  Bru 
gade,  VaUey  District^  comman^d  by  General  A.  JR.  Lawton  in  the 
action  of  the  \st  Julyt  •  . 
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13th  regiment  Georgia  Tolunteers 
60th  regiment  Georgia  Yoluateers- 
26th  regiment  Georgia  volanteers.. 
6l9t  regiment  Gfeorgia  Tolunteers.. 
dSth  regiment  Georgia  Toldnteers... 
31st  regiment  Georgia  voiunteers.. 

Grand  total..: ^. 

*Major  Baker. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIOADIBR  GENH^AL  GOBB.) 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  > 

June  12,  1862,  J    . 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  a  succinct  report  of  the  ope^ 
rations  of  this  brigade,  under  my.  command,  fronv  the  morning  of  the 
29th  June,  to  the  Ist  July,  incldsive:  ' 

For  several  days  previous  to  the  29th  June,  my  coAimand  had  been 
kept  day  and  night"  under  arms,  prepared,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
move  in  co-operation  with  the  operations  of  our  army  on  the  odier 
side  of  the  Ghickahominy. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the^en  were  required  to  remain  in  the 
*    trenches  at  the  position  then  occupied  by  the  brigade,  at  the  ^'  Burnt 
Chimney,"  on  the  Nine-mile  road. 

From  the  trenches  we  moved,  on  the  morning  of  the  29  th,  expecting  • 
to  find  the  enemy  still  occupyiRg  their  stifong  line  of  fortifications, 
immediately  in  our  front^  It  was  now  ascertained,  however^  that  they 
had  evacuated  their  works  during  the  night,  and  our  march  was  con* 
tinned  in  their  pursuit.  On  reaching  a  point,  not  far  distant  from 
Savage's  Station,  on  the  Y^rk  River  railroad,  the  enemy  were  re- 
port^ to  have  made  a  stand  m  our  front.  The  division  of  General 
Magruder  was  here  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle — the  brigade  com* 
manded  by  the*  brave  and  lamented  Griffith,  on  the  right,  and  my  brig- 
ade on  the  left.  The  rcrmaining  brigades  of  General  Magruder's  com- 
mand I  did  not  know.  In  line  of  battle,  our  march  continued  to 
Savage's  Station,  without  encountering  the  enemy*  At  that  point, 
the  enemy  was  first  seen.  ^  few  well  directed  shots  from  the  Troup 
artillery  battery,  drove  from  our  right  the  few. of  the'^nemy  in  our 
sight;  but  the  subsequent  events  of  the  day  sdowed  that  they  were 
there  in  strength  prepared  to  make  a  stubborn  resistance.  My  brig- 
ade was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  railroad — my  right  resting  on  the 
road.  The  position  to  which  I  was  ordered  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
woods,  which  separated  us  &pm  an  open  field  in  our  front.  Unwil- 
ling* to  give  the  enemy  the  advantage  of  the  woods,  in  event  of  their 
'  advance,  I  advanced  my  line  some  four  hundred  yards  through  these 
woods,  and  occupied  imposition  in  the'  skirt  of  woods,  with  an  open 
field  in  my  front.  The  battle  of  that  evening  was  fought  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad*  and  hence  my  brigade,  though  exposed,  from  their  ad- 
vanced position,  to  the  continual  firing  of  the  enemy,  had  no  oppor-  • 
tunity  of  participating,. actively,  in  the  fight.  ^ 

On  the  morning  o^  the  SOth,  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from  our 
^front,  we  again  took  up  tLe  line  of  march,  and,  after  a  most  fatiguing 
'march,  were  placed  that  night  in  line  of  battleTon  the  field,  where  the 
enemy  had  beeinBuocessfully  met  and  overcome  by  Gen.  Longstreet's 
division,  di]^rii|g  the  day.  My  brigade  occupied  the  second  line,  in 
support  of  Griffith's  brigade^  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Barksdale, 
both  on  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  lines  were  scarcely 
formed,  when  the  morning  of  the  1st  July  summoned  /us^to  another 
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nwveh  in  iMirsait  of  the  enemy,  who  haid  again  disappeared  daring' 
ihp  night.     We  had  not  proceeded  far  when,  meeting  with  the  eom-^- 
mand  of  General*  Jackson /it  was  found  that  no  enemy  was  in  our- 
front ;  and,  returning  by  the  position  from  which  we  had  marched  w 
^the  morning,  wo  reached  the  battle-field  of  the  Ist.     Here,  a  portion 
"of  my  command — the  Georgia  legion — was  placed  in  support  of  the  ar- ' 
tiUery.     The  remaining  regiments  were  posted  in  the  ravine  to  the 
right  of  Mrs.  Carter'a  house.     Shortly  after  the  batthi  commenoed,  an- ' 
other  regiment  of  my  command — tho  sixteenth  Georgia — ^was  detaebed 
and  sent  forward',  to  ocoupy  aravine  on  the  right,  to  prevent  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  to  advance  in  that  direction.     My  •command  was  thus 
posted  atthree  different  points,  rendering  my  own  position,  in  endea- 
\:briDg  to  lock  af(er  escfa^  an  embarrassing  one.     Whilst  at  this  point,:' 
I  received  a  message  from  General  Armistead,  who  occupied,  with  hia-^ 
briesde,  the  advanced  position  in  our  front,  that  he  needed  sapport, 
ana  I  immediately  moved  to  his  support,  with  the  remaining  regimentv 
t>t  the  brigJEtde,  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia,  second  Louisiana,  and  fif- 
teenth North  Carolina.     To' reach  that  point,  we  had  to  pass  througk 
the  open  field  in  our  iront,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
done  in  double-quick  and  good  order,  and  had  to  pass  through  dense 
woods  .and  almost  ^mpassablo  ravines,  which  separated  us  from  Gene- 
ral Armistead's  position  ;  all  of  which  yas  done  in  quick  time  ai^d  • 
with  alacrity,  by  the  three  regiments.  On  reaching  this  point,  I  imme- 
diately posted  my  command  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  batte* 
ries  of  the  enemy,  which  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  fire  upon  that 
point,  as  well  as  the  entire  distance  we  had  traversed  from  the  ravine 
near  Mrs.  Carter's  bouse.     Our  duty  was  to  prevent  any  advance  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  unite,  at  the  proper  time,  in  the  effort  to  carry  the 
batteries  of  the  enemy.     We  had  not  occupied  this  position  long, 
when  General  Magrud^ r  was  informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing 
in  our  front,  and,  under  his  order,  I  at  once  advanced  these  three  regi- 
ments to  the  open  field  in  front  of.  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.     The 
advance  of  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  and  the  regiments  united  in  tho 
general  assault  on  the  batteries. 

The  conduct  of  both  ofBcers  and  men,  throughout,  was  all  that  could 
be  aeked,  and  even  more  than  could  be  expected  of  men.  The  beat 
eviden^ce  I  can  offer  of  the  daring  and  courage  of  the  men  of  my  com* 
mand,  is  the  fact  thgt,  after  tbe  battle,  their  dead  were  found  mingled 
with  those  of  other  brigades  nearest  the  batteries  of  tbe  enemy.  It 
was  at  this  point,  in  the  battle,  that  Colonel  Norwood,  of  the  second 
Louisiana,  whilst  gallantly  leading  bis  regiment,  fell,  severely,  but  I 
am  happy  toaaj  not  mortally,  wounded.  Major ^shton,  of  the  same 
regiment,  had  seized  the  colors  of  the  regiment,  after  three  brave  men 
had  been  shot  down  in  the  act  of  bearing  them  forward,  and  was*, 
bravely  cheering  on  his  men  and  rallying  them  to  their  standard, 
when,  pierced  by  severaF  balls,  he  fell  and  died  instantly.  In  the 
same  action,  the  brave  and  gallant  commander  of  the  fifteenth  North 
Carolina,  Colonel  Daw,  was  severely,  but  not  mortally,  wounded,  and 
his  regiment  deprived,  for  the  present,  of  his  invaluable  services.  At 
a  subsequent  period  of  the  battle,  the  sixteenth  Georgia,  previously 


•Tt 

dttx^ed,  WMB  broa^ht  into  the  acitott,  and,  like  their  oorarades,  were 
fouBd  »eiODg  the  foreaost  ia  the  fight.  The  Georgia  legion»  thongh 
m^r  Uie  fire  of  the  eneiay  du^iiig  the  efttire  da  j,  were  not  broaght 
into  the  actioa  because  of  their  position  in  support  of  the  artillery. 

It  is  but  justice  *to  the  teen  of  my  command  to  atate  the  fact  thai, 
for  more  than  forty-eight  hours  pr^iou:)  to  the  battle,  they  had  had 
neither  rest'nor  food ;  and  though  their  ranks  had  been  greatly  reduced 
byezhfto^tion,  there  was  no  murmuring  or  spicitofoomptaint,' as  long 
as  there  was  an  enemy  in  the  front.  We  oommeneed  the  march  from 
tbe  Bamt  Chimney  on  tbe  morning  of  the  3mh  June,  with  twenty- 
seren  hundred  men,  but  fatigue  and  exhaustion  had  so  reduced  our 
ranks^  that  less  ihan  fifteen  hundred  were  carried  into  tho  battle  of 
the  }8t»  and  of  that  numbery  nearly  five  hundred  are  in  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded. . 

I  woftid  add  that  the  Troup  artillery  (Georgia  legion)  were  with 
my  brigade  daring  all  of  its  operations^  and  did  effective  service.  Oq 
Tuesday,  their  position  was  such,  that,  while  exposed  to  a  galling  fire» 
they  could  not  reply  with  safetty  to  our  own  men.  The  coolness  and 
composure  of  the  men  was  commendable. 

I  annex  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  each  regiment.  It  is  due  to  the 
members  of  my  staff,  to  say,  that  they  act^  with  coolness  and  en^ 
ergy,  and  to  my  entire  satisf^tion. 

ROYf  ELL  COBB,  Bngadier  General.      • 
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GENERAL  TOOMBS*  RBfPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  JUNE  87,  186*. 

Heapquarters  f  irst  Brigade,  First  Division, 
In  the  Field,  July  7,  1862. 

Cftptftin  A.  Coward,.  »         •  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :      .  '        ^    . 

Captain  :  In  pursftnce  of  the  following  order,  "  the  diviaions  to 
^yoar  right  have  been  ordered  by  General  Magrudcr  to  feel  the  enemy 
in  their  front,  with.strong  pickets,  and  to  follow  np,  to  the  utmost,  any 
advantage  which  may  offer  or  success  which  may  ensue;  You  are 
ordered  to  do  the  same,  talcing  as  your  signal  for  advance,  the  com- 
mencement of  the  movement  on  your  right."  I  placed  my  brigade  in 
position  tp  be  ready  to  advance  whenever  the  signal  should  be  given. 

At  a  few  moments  past  Beven,'P.  M.,  on  the  27th  of  June,  a  heavy 
firiLg  was  heard  on  my  right,  within  the  peints  indicfated  by  the  ofder, 
Ieuv:ng  no  doubt  that  the  troops  on  the  right  had  met  and  engaged  the 
eneiLy.  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Bute,  with  seven  companies 
of  the  second  Georgia,  (about  two  hundred  and  fifty  muskets)  to  ad- 
vance and  take  position  in  the  ravine  in  front,  to  the  left  of  James 
Garnett's  house,  immediately  in  rear  of  my  advanced  pickets.  He 
had  not  finished  deploying  his  line  before  the  enemy,  (whose  pickets 
being  in  sight  discovered  the  movement,)  opened  a  very  heavy  fire 
upon  him  from  their  regiments.  It  was  returned  with  great-gallantry 
and  effect  by  Colonel  Bute^s  ccmmand^  aided  by  the  pickets,  for  half 
an  hour,  when  the  enemy  reinforced  his  line  by  a  large  force,  equal 
at  least  to  a  brigade,  and  brought  an  additional  force  both  to  the  right 
and  left  flaiA  of  Colonel  Bute's  position.  I  then  ordered  forward  the 
fifteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Mcintosh,  to  Colonel  Bute's  support,  in  the 
ravine — ordered  the  seventeenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Benning,  .on  the 
left  flank,  and  Colonel  Gumming,  of  the  twentieth  Georgia,  on  the 
right  flank.  The  action  now  raged  with,  great  violence  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  the  enemy  exhibiting  a  determined  purpose  Jto  drive  us  out 
of  the  position  in  the  ravine;  but  finding  themselves  incapable  of 
wrenching  it  from  the  heroic  grasp  of  the  second  and  fifteenth  Geor- 
gia volunteers,  were  driven  back  and  repulsed  after  two  hours  of 
fierce  and  determined  conflliot.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  courage 
and  good  couduct  of  the  two  regiments  mainly  engaged.       .  ^ 

The  second  Iqst,  in  killed  and  wounded,  about  one  half  of  the  men 
carried  into,  action.  The  fifteenth  went  to  their  support  under  a  se- 
vere and  galling  fire,  within  eighty  yards  of  their  front,  and  gallantly 
sustained  the  action  until  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  losing  seventy- 
one' men  out  of  three  hundred  carried  into  action,  including  their 
chivalrous  Colonel  Mcintosh,  mortally  wounded.  Captain  Burdi  and 
Lieutenant  Lilly  were  killed  in  action,  and  many  other  valuable  offi- 
cers and  men  of  both  regim^i]^  were  either  killed  or  wounded^'ltde* 
tailed  statement  eC  whom  has  heretofore  been  sent  in,  and.if' practi-. 
cable,/;will  be  attached  to  this  teport.    ^he  seventeenth  ainf  twentici.th 


«8l 

Tegimeato  both  acted  irith  great  promptnees  end  firmnesa,  and  main- 
tained  their  positions,  protecting  my  flank  during  the  action.  Just 
More  the  conclusion  of  the  battle,  I  apprehended  that  an  additional 
regiment  would  be  needej  to  hold  the  ravine,  (which  I  was  ordered 
to  hold  on  any  terms,)  an^  sent  for  the  seventh  Georgia  regiment, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade,  wbich  was  posted  on  my 
right  supporting  a  battery,  and  they  promptly  obeyed  the  order  and. 
came  at  double-quick  time,  with  a  cheer,  to  the  support  of  ibeb  com- 
rades, and  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the  twentieth,  which  regiment 
I  intended  to  send  forward  in  case  of 'need,  holding  the  seventh  to 
support  the  right  flank ;  but  before  any  change  was  made,  the  enemy 
were  repulsed  and  the  battie  was  over.  I  am  not  able,  at  this  time, 
from  the  circumstances -under  which  the  report  is  made,  to  refer  par* 
ticularly  to  minute  events  or  individual  instanoes  of  good  conduct, 
of  which  there  jrere  many  ;  but  I  can  say,  with  the  utmost  candor, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  whole  brigade,  iwithout  an  individual  excep* 
tion,.a8  far  as  I  know,  was  excellent,  and  that  of  the  second  and  fif* 
teenth,  more  actively  engaged,  was  brilliantly  heroic. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Jfervant, 

R.  TOOMBS, 
Brigadier  General  first  brigade^  first  diviswf^ 
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GENERAL  TOOMBS*  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  JULY  1,J8M. 

*       . 

Headquarters  First  Brigade:,  First  DiyisiOH, ) 

In  the  Fieldyfiear  Westover,  Julj  7,  1862.      J 
•     ■      ,  •     . 

Ca'Ptain  :  On  Tneaday  eTening,  the    let  instant,  in  pvrMiaiiee  of 
«lrd«it8  from  Brigaidter  General  D.  R.  Jones,  I  marched  nly  brigade, 
and  formed  ifc  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  New  Market  road,  iiimedialeij 
ift  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries^  afterwards,  according  to  additional 
orders,  I  advanced' ir  to  a  ravine,  several  hundred  paees  in  front,  and 
agaijj^  advanced  it  to  a  position  in  the  woods;  immediatelj  in  front  of* 
ifae  enemy's  batteries,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Jones. 
I  was  ordered  to  advance*  to  this  last  position  in  support  of  Gelon^l 
Anderson  and' General  Cobb's  brigades,  in  tho  assault  on  the  batte- 
ries, it  b^ing  at  the  same  time  slated  to  me  that  other  troops  would 
be  in  advance  of  these  brigade  in  the  assault.     Accordingly,  I  ad« ' 
Taced  rapidly  in  line  oX  battle,  through  the  dense  woods,  intersected  by' 
ravines,  occasionally  thick   briar  patches  and   othor  obstructions, 
guided  cnly  by  the  enemy's  fire  in  keeping  the  direction,  frequently 
retarded,  and  sometiines  broken,  by  troops  in  front  of  me,  until  the 
command  reached  the  open  field,  on  thcrelevated  plateau  immediately 
in  front  of,  and  in  short  rang?  of  the  eneipy's  guns.     Here,  comini^ 
up  with  a  portion  of  the  troops  which  I  vas  ordered  to  support,  I 
lialted  my  line,  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  it,  and  of  allowing  many   ' 
of  thiB  troops  whom   i  was  to  support  to  pass  me  and  forni.     These 
objects  were  but  imperfectly  accomplishisd  by  me,  as  well  as*  by  th^  * 
r^st  of  the  troops  within  my  view,  from  the  great  Confusion  and  diB* 
order  in  the  S^ld,  arising,  much  from  the  difficulties  of  the  ground 
over  which  they  had  to  pass,  and  in  part  from  the  heavy  fire  of  grarpe, 
canister  ahd'shells;  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  p6uring  in  upon 
them.     But  having  accomplished  what  could  be  done  of  this  work, 
and*  that  portion  of  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade^  immediately  in  my- 
front  bloving  advanced  further  into  the  field,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to 
advance.     It   moved    forwigd   steadily  and  firmly;  until  it  came  up 
'with  the  troops  in*  advance,  who  liad  halted.     I  then*  ordered  it  to 
halt,  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down,  which  they  did,  and  received  ^ 
the  enemy's  fire  for  a  considerable  time,  when  an  order  waa  repeated - 
along  my  line,  cojping  from  my  left,  directing  the  line  to  *^  oblique  to 
.the  left."     This  order  I  immediately  and  promptly  eountermanded  as 
soon  as  it  reached  the  part  of  the  line  where  I  stood,  and  arreetcd  it" 
in  part.     I  saw^  that  the  immediate  eifect  of  the '  movement  was  to 
throw  the  troops' into^he  woods  and  ravines  on  the  left  of  the  plateau, 
an4  necessarily  throw  them  into  great  confusion.     Amijjl  tho  turmoil 
of  battle,  it  was  difficult  to  trace  orders  to  their  proper  source ;  and 
an  erroneous  impressioi^prevailing  in  two  of  the  regiments  that  the 
order  camo  from  Generff  Jones,  the  twentieth  and  second  Georgia 
regiments,  and  a  part  of  the  fifteenth  Georgia  regiment,  e^iecuted  it,*, 
and  merched  rapidly,  and,  ,as  they  approached  the  woods,  in  consid- 
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^TiMe  eoafti»ioii,  aver  the  fenee,  into  the  road  and  woods.  Fi&di&g 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  command  had,  under  this  mistake,  ex^^eated- 
the  movttment^  and  a  portito  of  my  right  (the  seventeenth  Georgia, 
r  regiment)  having,  up  to  this  time,  been  prevented  hy  troops  in  their 
fcont  from  coming  vp,  and  one  company  of  my  left  (Captain  Sage's) 
having,  from  'the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and  the  interposition  of 
other  troops,  been  prevented  from  getting  into  line  on  the  ^ Iat<|ao, 
and  aeeing  the* importance  of  getting  my  command  together,  I  ordered 
those  troops  whetn  I  had  prevented  from  executing  the  ^*  left- oblique^ 
Bioveitfent  to  unite  vith  the  command  on  the  left,  and  the  whole  to. 
form  themselves,  and  await  further  orders  and  ei^nts.  I  then  pasaed 
down  ray  right,  to  put  them  also  in  positioii.  A  portion  of  it  only 
had. emerged  from  the  woods,  and  were  ordered  in  position.  Passing 
up  the  edge  of  the  woods,  I  ordered  such  of  the  broken  parties  as  had  , 
been,  anparated  from  their  command  (by  troops  retiring  from  their 
front)  to. join  their  command  on* the  left;  and,  failing  to  find  the  bal- 
ance of  the  seventeenth  and  the  missing  company  of  the  twentieth*  I 
remounted  and  passed  clown  my  left,  which,  together  with  the  rest  of 
the  eommand  i^hich  had  joined  them,  were  und^  the  direction  of  my 
adjutant)  Captain* I)ubo8e,  and  Major  Alexainder,  and  m*y  aid.  Captain 
Troupe.  They  had  formed,  in  part,  on  the  road  to  the  left  of  the . 
plateau,  and  in  the  woods'  and  ravines  in  the  rear  thereof,  seeking 
such  protection  as  the  ground  afforded,  they  being  under  a  severe  fire 
from  the  enemy's  artillory,  The  scream  of  fugitives  was  pouring  back 
over  my  line^  frequently  breaking  it,  and  carrying  back  ^ith  them  many 
of  the  men.  I  immediately  begto  padsing  up  anddown  my  lines,  and 
in  the  rear,  ordering  and  bringing  back  those  who  had  thus  been 
swept  away ;  but  it  frequently  happened,  in  bringing  them  back,  the 
poaition  of  those  they  had  left  had  been  changed  by  the  same  and 
other  causes,  and  left  them  out  of  their  proper  positionst  I  continued 
these  efforts  until  ail  the  troops  in  my  fronts  on  the  plateau,  had  dis- 
appeared-^my  ow»  regiments  mostly  separated  and  maintaining 
regimental  or  company  organizations  under  such  covor  as  the  ground 
afforded.  The  cannon&ding  still  continued,  and  supposing  that  when- 
ever it  ceased,- would  charge,  I  devoted  my  time  to  gathering  up  and 
forming  my  troops,  and  to  be  prepared  for  tlie  charge.  This  work 
was  exceedingly  difficult,^as  it  had  become  dark,  and  many  brigades 
were  mixed  up  in  the  woi^ds  and  roads  on  this  part  of  the  battle-field. 
In  the  meantime^  Qeneral.  Kershaw  came  into  the  field  with  his  brig- 
ade, near  one  of  my  regiments,  (the  second  Georgia,)  which  still  re* 
mained  in  v^ry  good;  order,  and  my  adjutant,  Captain  Dubose,  pro- 
posed to  him  to  unite  that  and  some  other  companies  of  other  Regiments 
with  his  command,  in  ,the  attack  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  .to  which  he 
assented ;  and'this  xiommand',  under  Colonel  Bute  and  Colonel  Holmes, 
accompanied  l^y  Captain  Dubose  and  Major  Alexander,  my  quarter* 
master,  who  acted  as  .one  of  my  aids  on  the  field/ advanced  with  Gen-  . 
eral  Kershaw's  brigade  beyond  the  edge  of  the  woods,  into  tho  open 
field,  but.  under  the  destructive  fir|L(f  the  enemy's  cannon  and  small 
armSy  wavered,  and  fell  back  into  tne  road  skirting  the  pine  thicket. 
It  was  during  this  charge  (which  was  also  participated  ^n  by  parjt  o^ 
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the  twentieth  Oeorgia)  ihat  the  heroic  Colonel  Bate  (colonel  of  the 
second  Georgia)  fell,  and.  the  command  devolyed  upon  the  gallant 
Colonel  Holmes,  Ifeutenant  colon^  of  the  regiment.  In  this  position 
in  the  road,  this  portion  of  the  command  remained  for  some^'ten  or . 
fifteen  minates,  when  a  heayy  masketry  fire  was  poured  into  them 
from  the  left  flank,  and  the;  retreated  in  disorder.  Captain  Duboae» 
Major  Alexander  and  Captain  Troup,  of  my  staff,  wore  on  this  part  of 
the  road,  and  used  their  best  exertions  in  rallying  the  troops,  and 
BUGceeded  in  joining  me  with  cibout  two  hnndred  men. 

After  these  disasters,  finding  that  the  enemy  did  not  charge,  and 
tKat  the  troops  were  generally  in  disorder,  and  there  not  being  any 
organized  body  of  troops  on  the  plateau  in  front,  I  gathered  up  mj 
command  and  marched  back  to  the  road  where  we  entered  the  battle, 
and  encamped  them  as  near  thereto  as  the  convenience  of  water  would 
allow; 

In  all  of  these  movements,  and  esifecially  during  the  time  Iny  brig- 
ade occupied  the  open  plateau  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  my 
losses  were  *very  severe^  the  total  being  one  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  about  twelve  hundred  carried  into  action. 
[A  report  of  which  has  heretofore  been  forwarfled  to  you,  and  a  more 
detailed  one  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  itcan*be  made  out.  The 
wounding  oT'  two  of  my  regimental  adjutants,  and  the  sickness  of 
Another,  and  constant  marches  since,  having  retai'ded  the  work.] 

I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the  disorders  which  did  arise  were  due 
rather  to  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the  nature  of*the  atteck, 
than  from  any  other  cause,  and  that,  as  for  as  my  observation  went, 
they  extended  to  all  troops  engaged  on  the  plateau  in  front  of  the 
enemy^s  gans.  This  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that  at  revriH6 
next  morning,  over  eight  hundred  of  my  command  answered  to  their 
names  at  roll-call,  leaving  two  hundred  unaccotinted  for ;  many  of 
whom  soon  made  their  appearance.  *  ' 

I  considered  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  inen  highly  pfaid^- . 
worthy  and  honorable  to  themselves  and  the  army. 

I  am,  yery  respectfully,' your  obedient -servant, 

R.  TOOMBS,  Brigadier  General, 
'        .  Fifsi  Brigade,  First  Ditnsian. 
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COLONEL  ANDERSON'S  REPORT   OF  BATTLE   OF  JUNE 
.  89th,"  1862. 

Beadquaiiters  Trird  Brigade,  First  Diyision,  > 
In  the  Field,  July  8,  1862.     *    J 

Captain  A.  Oowirb,  A.  A.  General:  - 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  tlie  following  report  of  the  action 
of  my  brigade,  in  the  affair  near  jG-arnett^s  house,  on  Saturday,  28th  June. 
The  disposition  of  the  regiments  were  as  follows:  The  seyenth  and  eighth 
Georgia* near  the  oyeraeer^s  house,  the  eleventh  on  picket  near  New 
Bridge  and  the  first  and  ninth  Geogia  on  duty  at  Mrs.  Price's  house. 

It  was  determined  that  morning,  by  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones, 
eommandiQg  division,  to  place  some  heayy  guns  in  position,  on  the  New 
Bridge  roajr^nd  driye'the  enemy  from  their  works  near  the  river,  if 
Possible ;  ai>d  Brigadier  General  Toom^  was  directed  to  attack  the 
enemy  if,  in  his  discretion,  it  qould  be  done  without  top  serious  loss  to  . 
ourselves,  and  I  was  to  support  him,  if  necessary,  with  my  brigade. 
.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  the  works  by  our^batteries  on  the  New 
Bridge  road,  .and  by  Captain  Brown's  Wise  Artillery  or  Captain 
Moody's  batteries,  near  Garnett's  house,  and  Captain  Thurston,  of 
General  Jones'  staff,  >ras*sent  to  General  Toombs  to  notify  him  of  the 
fact.  Froitk  some  pause,  not  understood  by  me.  General  Toombs  sent 
Captain  Thurston  to  me  to  make  the  attack,  and  as  Captain  Thurston 
Iras  on  Genera)  Jones'  staff,  I  supposed  the  order  had  be^  changed, 
ai^Ml^xpecting  to  be  supported,  ordered  the  eighth  and  ninth  Georgia 
to  advance,  w^ich  they  did  in, most  beautiful  order,  and  with  their 
lisual  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  over  and  boyoud  their 
works,  all.ihe  time^xposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry. 
Satisfied  that  these  two  small  regiments  could '  not  cope  successfully 
with  the  enemy,  I  as^ed  General  Toombs  two* or  three  times  to  send 
forward  men  to  support  me  in  the  attack,  •but  before  this  was  done  an 
order  came  from  General  Magruder,  to  cease  the  attack,  and  I  recalled 
the  trQops. 

I  cannot  express  too  highly  my  appreciation  of  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regiments  in  this  ac- 
tion, in  which  our  loss  was  very  severe,  as  the  list  of  casualties  will  shdw. 
The.  eighth  Georgia  led  the  attack,  under  command  of  the  heroic  Lamar, 
and  suffered  severely.  Colonel  Lamar  was  wounded  and  taken  by  the 
enemy,  but  has  been  recovered  from  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Towers 
and  Lieutenant  Harper  taken  prisoners ;  Majpr  Magruder»  seriously 
wounded;  Captain  Butler,  Lieuteniants  Montgomery, 'Williamson  and 
Blackwell  all  wounded,  and  thirteen  men  killed,  sixty.-tfiree  wounded, 
^ix  missing  and  fifteen  prisoners.  The  third  Georgia  supported  the 
eighth.  The  casualties  are  Lieutenant  Colonel  ^Vnite,  commanding 
regimebt/seriously  wounded;  Captain  Hilika  wounded/and  seven  men 
killed,  sixty  wounded  and  eight  missing.  j 
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I  am  satisBe^  thai  if  I  had  been  able  to  bring  mj  irbole  brigade 
into  action  or  be^n  properly  supported,  the  whole  of  that  part  of  tbe 
enemy's  works  would  have  been  taken  and  held.  A  prisoner  taken 
next  morning,  reports  the  enemy's  loss  to  have  been  about  equal  to 
ours. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  ANDERSON, 
Cobmet  commanding  BrifiCi^. 


'♦ 
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COLOHEL  ANDERSON'S  REPORT  OP  RATTLES  OF  JUNA, 
S8ni  AND  SUth,  AND  JULY  .1st,  18.62. 

HsADQUARTERd   TlItRD  BftlGADE,    FiRST  DtYISION,  > 

Camp  near  Richnamd,  Fa.,  Julj  14,  1862.        ) 

Captais  A.  C<^ward, 

Amiskmi  A^i^^id  General : 

Sir  :  1  haTC^  the  honor  to  forwarcl  tho  report  of  tbe  action,  of  ray 
.brigade  in  the  series  of  battles  from  June  29th  to  July  Ist,  inclusive^ 
Oie  renort  of  the  action  of  the  seyenth  and  eighth  Oeorgia,  on  the 
t9th,  having  been  alread J  foriyarded/ 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  I  was  ordered  to  parch  in  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  enemy,  and  having  soon  formed,  my  brigade  moved 
through  the  deserted  camp  and  works  of  the  enemy,  near  Garnett^i 
farm.  The  first  Georgia  regulars,  and  the  seventh  Georgia  regim en V 
Major  E.  W.  Hoyle  commanding,  in  support ;  the  eighth  Georgia, 
Captain  G.  0.  l)awson  ;  ninth  Georgia,  Colonel  Tamipseed,  and 
eleventh*  QeoVgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  LufFman  commanding,  wer0 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  in  this  order  we  set  out  in  search  of 
the  enemy. 

After  marching  some  distance,  the  first  Georgia  came  up  with  thfi 
foe  and  opened  fire  upon  them,  receiving  in  return  a.heavy  fire  froni 
artillery  and  niusketry,  losing'several  men  killed  and  wounded.  But 
oiBcers  and  men,«I  am  proud  to  say,  behaved  in.  the  most  gallant 
manner,  and  drove  the  enemy  before  them,  inflicting  severe  loss  upoa 
him. 

.  After  marching  in  line  o^  battle  all  day  throhgh  woods,  swamps, 
and  open  field,  we  did  not  participate  in  the  fight  until  late  in  the  day, 
our  direction  bringing  us  considerably  to  the  left  of  the  enemy.  Wa 
reached  our  bivouft;  that  night,  or  morfiing  rather,  about  one  o'clock^ 
having  been  exposed  to  a  setvere  fire  for  over  an  hour. 

The  next  morning,  Jane  3Uth,  we  marched  to  join  Major  General 
tiongstreet,  and  reached  him,  after  being  on  the  march  eighteen  hours, 
at  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  July  Ist,  and  rested  until  daylight,  an^  againi 
set  out  in  aearch  of  the  enemy;  marched  across  tho  battle-field  of  the 
day  previous  some  one  and  a  half  miles ;  was  ordered  by  Major 
General  Magmder  to  march  back  to  the'  Darby  road ;  marched  some 
five  miles  and  was  ordered  back>  moVmg  by  the  left  flank  ;  was  next 
ordered  by  Major  General  Magruder  to  shelter  my  men  under  a  hiU 
to  protect  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  as  our  batteries  were  or* 
dered  to  open  upon  them.  From  this  position  was  ordered  to  Ukh 
the  position  recently  occupied  by  General  Cobb  ip  my  front ;  was 
about  getthig  into  position  and  was  ordered  to  more  some  quarter  of« 
a  mile  to  the  right,  and  before  I  eontd  get  my  line  dreased;  w;^8  agun 
ordered  to  taove  to  .the  right  of  mjr  "brigade  on  the  line  and  take  pe* 
aition.  Had,  as  I  suppo8«l,  nearly  reaehed  this  lastpoiht,  wheal* 
was  egem  eidered  by  General  Magnider  to  move  back  rapidly  ky 
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idle  left  flaak  to  support  General  Cobb,  all  of  /whioh  orders 
were  executed  promptly  by  vnj  command,  over  swamps,  dense  nnder- 
^growth,  ravines,  and  hills.  At  about  half-past  four,  P.  M.,  I  re* 
ceived  orders  to  advance  to  attack  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  ^nd 
moving  rapidly  to  the  front  through  the  dense  woods,  the  left  of  my 
line  reaching  the  open  field  first,  gained  so  muoh  ground  to  the  front 
and  in  advance  of  the  right,  that  I  ordered  a  halt  to  re-establish  a 
correct  line  on  the  open  field.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  were  firing 
on  us  from  two  batteries  and  their  infantry.  Before  I  sueceeded  in 
rectifying  my  line,  other  troops  were  hurried  on  to  the  ^ttaok  and 
then  my  right-— the  fisst  Georgia  regulars  and  seventh  &d  .eighth 
Georgia  regiments,  supposing  that  I  had  given  command  to^advance; 
became  separated  from  the  command.  Bat  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to* 
say,, that  every  officer  and  man  behaved  himself  with  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and  aided  materi^U^  in  the  finaf  results  of  the  day.  '  The 
ninth  and  eleventh  *  Georgia  were  more  immediately  under  my  own 
observation,  and  the  tsonduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regi- 
ment3,  under  a  mos^  severe  fire,  was  all  that  I  desired,  each  man 
stazuiing  to  his  post  willingly  and  cheerfully  until  long  after  dark» 
wheji  I  withdrew  them  fr6m  the  field,  my  other  regiments  having 
passed  a  few  moments  before. 

,  Colonel  Magill  mentions  in  terms  of  strong  commendation  the 
names  of  Sergeant  W.  J.  Garitt,  company  M;  Uorporal  J.  0.  Camp 
fu^d  private  W.  L.  Moorhead,£r8t  Georgia  regulars.  Captain  Carmi- 
clbiael  reports  .very  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  Sergeant  Adderhold^ 
company  I,  seventh  Georgia.  Other,  commanders  report  that  all 
acted  well  and  bravely.  .  . 

The  casualties  in  the  brigade  are  as  follows : 

First  Georgia  regulars. — Officers  killed,  none.  Wounded,  Lieut. 
W.  A.  Williams,  very  dkngerously  ;  Lietftenant  J.  D.  Anthony,  pain- 
fully ;  Captain  H.  C.  Cannon,  slightly ;  Captain  Tomlinson  Fort^ 
slightly  ;  Lieutenant  G.  A.  Rutherford,  slightly ;  Lieutenant  Pierce 
Home,  (acting  adjutant,)  slightly.  Enlisted  men  killed,  'four; 
wounded,  thirty-eight,  (two  since  dead,)  and  missing,  fifteen. 

Seventh  Georgia  regiment. — Killed :  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Watson. 
Major  E.  W.  Hoyle,  mortally  wounded ;  Adjutant  Maddox,  Captain 
B.  Bricks,  Lieutenant  Bellinger,  Lieutenant  White,  And  Lieuten- 
ant Wynn,  slightly  wounded.  Enlisted  men  killed,  thirteen;  se- 
riously wounded,  fifty-three ;  slightly,  forty-eight. 

Eighth  Georgia  reghnent. — Enlisted  men  kHled^  four  ;  wounded,, 
eight. 

,  Ninth  Georgia  regiment.-^Wounded,  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Arnold  and 
Lieutenant  Hardee.  Enlisted  men  three  killed  and  twenty-eight 
wounded. 

Eleventh  Georgia  regiment. — Wounded,,  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant 
J.  F.  Green,  severely ;  Lieutenants  M.  F.  Gudger  and  EL  L.  Parrisk^ 
'slightly,    i^nlisted  men  killed,  six ;  wounded,  fifty^  (most  of  them 
severely^,)  and  sixteen  missing,  some  of  wh6m  have'rejoined. 
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Total  Casualties. 


Killed.        Woonded      Wissing. 
Comipmioiied  officers/  1  •      17 

Enlisted  men,  30  S2d  Sa 

31       "        M2  '86 

It  IB  due  the  men  to  st^te  that  they  had  been  without  rest 
almost  entire! V  since  the*  night  of  the  27thy  and  marched  in  lioe  of 
iattle  all  day  Sunday^  29thy  and  for  eighteen  hoars  the  3Uthof  Junc» 
and  were  marched  and  countermarched  the  day  of  battle  from  day- 
light until  four,  P.  M.,  and  many  of  the  men  fell  out  from  exhaus- 
tion, and  have  since  rejoined.  ^  • 

I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  the  whole  command, 
officers' and  soldiers,  and  feel  proud  of  having  the  honor  of^com- 
manding  such  brave  and  determined  men.  I  am  under  many  obliga- 
iioDs  to  Lieutenalbt  0.  C.  JIardwicke,  eighth  Georgia  volunteers,  A. 
A.  A.JSeneral,  for  his  bravery  and  gallantry,  executing  promptly 
every  ofder  entrusted  to  him.  AJso,  to  Captain  J.  G.  Jackson,  of 
Virginia,  and  Charles  Daniel,  of  Georgia,  volunteer  aids,  for  gal- 
lantry and  distinguished  services  ot^  all  occasions.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  mentioning  private  D./  E.  Humphries,  company  C^  eleventh 
Georgia  volunteers,  my  orderly,  for  his  gallantry  and  go(^  conduct. 
•  I  am,  sirj  very  respectfully,    . 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  T.  ANDERSON, 
•\  (klimol  Wth  Ga.  Vo!s,^  comd^g  brigade. 
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REPOET  OF  GENERAL  8EMMES  OF  BATTLB  OF  SAVA€» 

STATION. 

Headquarters  First  BRtoADSy  Second  Divibion,  > 
♦  Crew's  Farm,  July  4,  ISCt.      J 

Captain  T.  S,  McIntosh,  A.  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  I  have  th^  honor  to  report  that,  aobn  after  the  openiotf 
of  the  battle  of  Savage  Station,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  having  reoeivea 
orders  from  Major  General  McLaws  to  Gfend  forward  two  regiments  tor 
the  sapport  of  Brigadier  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  then  engaged 
with  th«  enemy,  t^  tenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Gumming,  and  the  thirty- 
second  Virginia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Willis  commanding,  were  ordered 
to  HAkrance.  Very  soon  after,  perceiving  that  the  firing  boro  to  out 
right,  without  waiting  to  communicate  with  the  Major  General ^  1 
moved  in  that  direction  with  the  fifth  Louisiana,  Colonel  Hunt*.  TheEler 
three  regiments  found  themselves  confronting  the  .enemy  in  the'foU 
lowing  order,  from  right  to  left:  fifth  Louisiana,  •  thirty -*feecoiid 
Virginia,  tenth  Georgia.  Having  halted  the  fifth  Louisiana  and  re* 
formed  it  in  the  t*hick  wood  throiigh* which. the  advance  bad  been 
made,  and  discovering  troops  not*more  than  forty  yard's  in  front,  and 
being  necessarily  uncertain  as  to  whether  they  belonged  to  our  army 
or  that  cf  the  enemy,  I  directed  private  Maddox,  company  E,  fifta 
Louisiana^  to  advance  and  challenge,  **  Who  are  you  f  to  which  the 
reply  was,  "  Friends."  Hearing  this  reply,  I  demanded  "  What 
regiment  f *'  and  was  answered,  *•  Third  Vermont ;  '*  whereupon  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  firing.  After  the  firing,  had  continued 
for  som«  timB  with  spirit,  hearing  firing  immediately  in  our  front  at 
a  distance  of  some  h.undred  yards,  and  apprehending'  that  •  our  troops 
might  become  engaged  with  each  other,  it  being  theli  quite  dark,  I. 
gave  the  orders  to  cease  firing,  to  reform  the  VinCf  and  for  the  men  to 
rest  on  their  arms.  After  thus  resting  for  half  an  hour,  the  battle* 
having  terminated  by  the  cesBation  of  all  firing,  I,  at  about  half-past 
eight  o'clock,  conducted  the  fifth  Louisiana  and  the  thirty-second 
yirginia  back  to  camp,  whither  the  tenth  Ge<^gia  had  just  repaired.  • 
During  the  engagement  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  fifth  Louisiana,  sug- 
gested  a  cfaaree,  which  was  promptly  declined,  owing  to  the  da^ness, 
the  thick  wood  and  the  great  risk  of  coming  in  contact  with  poisons 
of  our  own  troops.  The  enemy  fied  from  the  field,  it  is  true ;  but^ 
under  such  oiroi\m8tance8,  I.  was  unwilling*  to  pursue,  thereby  jeop- 
ardizing unnecessarily  valuable  lives,  and  incurring  the  great  risk  of 
encountering  othor  portions  of  our  own  army. 

Much  of  the  time,  the  enemy  were  engaged  at  a  distance  of  not  . 
above  fortyyards: '  Their  heavy  comparative  loss,  doubtless  resulted 
mainly  from  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  smooth-bore  muskets  with 
buck  and  bullets  at  short  range,  the  superior  steadiness  of  our  men 
and  the  precision  of  their  fire. 


0 


Digitized  by 


Google 


*91  ~  . 

A  list  of  cunalties  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  division  head* 
qnartenu  Gnmimiig's  xegiment  being  longer  and  more  severeij 
engaged,  suffered  inoomparably  more  than  the  two  others,  and  in- 
flicted heavier  loss  on  the  enemy.  Altho^h  ^hese  thvee  regiments 
carried  into  action  only  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  qien^  no  less  than 
fomr,  hundred  of  tba  enemy's  dead  were  fMiud  on  the  field  the  next 
morning  in  their  front;  his  wounded  having  been  removed  during  the 
night.  The  loss  of  the  fifth  Louisiana  was  only  six,  while  more  than 
one  hundred  of  the  dead  enemy  were  counted  on  the  field  immediately 
'in  its  front  I  The  loss  of.  the  thirty-second  Virginia  was  also  small, 
md  the  damage  to  the  enemy  nearly  in  the  same  proportion  with  that 
ioflictedby  the  fifth  Xouisiana.  In  the  early  part  of  the  action, 
Gsptain  Clemens,  A.  A.  O.,  was  thrown  from  his  horse  and  stunned. 
Captain  Briggs,  aid-de-camp,  rendered  me  valuably  service  ..on  the 
field  throughout  the  action.  .  lieutenant  Beall,  valunteer  aid,  while 
bearing  an  order  to  Colonel  Cumming,  tenth  Georgia,  found  himself, 
under  a  cross  fire  from  the  fifty-ihirJ  Georgia  ud  the  enemy.  .  Hie- 
horse^as  three  times  struck,  and  his  coat  perforated  in  front  bT 
bullets.  Lieutenant  Cody,  voUinteer  aid,. also  aclively  participatea. 
Lieutenant  Cody  bore  an  order  to  Manly's  battery  to  move  forwAd 
and  takjB  position  on  my  right,  which  Captain  Manly  found  it  impose 
sible  to  do,  owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  impracticability  of  the 
ground.  Three  of  Manly's  horses  were,  wounded  in  his  efforts  to  get 
into  position.  The  fifteenth  Virginia,  tenth  liouisiana  an^fifty-thiril. 
Georgia  were  held  in  reserve. 

I  am,  Gmtain,  very  rtspeetfoUy,  year  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 
Brig^Oiir  Gpmwl. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


iBEPORT  OF  GENERAL  SEMMES  OF  BATTLE  OF  OB£W« 

FARM. 

HB4DQUARTERS  FiRST  BriGADB,  SbCOMD  DlVI6ieK|,> 

Crew's  Farm,  July  4,  1863.      ) 

'  Captain  J.  S.  McIntosh, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  I  have,  the  honor  to  report  the  part  borne  by  mj  brigade 
in. the  battle  of  Crew's  Farm,  on  the  l8t  inatant : 

Immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle,  and  sotnetivie 
before  any  engagement  with,  small  arms,  by  order  of  Major  General 
Hagfuder,  toy  command  was  moved  up  and  held  in  reserve  in  a  )*a- 
;vine  aboQt  twelve  hiindred  yards  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  at  ^hidi 
'plaoe  it  was  sobjectecl  to  a  shelling  unsurpassed  for  severity  in  any 
•conflict during  the  war.  Between  five  and  six  o'clock,  P.  M.;  Ga|>* 
•tain  I^atrobe  delivered  an  order  from  Major  General  Ma^gruder  to  me 
•t<f  move  to  the  eupport  of  Brigadier  General  D.  R.Jones'  division. 
My  brigade  was  flanked  to  the  ri^t  about  three  hundred  yards,  and 
then  advanced  in  line  of  battle.  The  advance  commenced  a  distance 
•cf  not  less  than  eight  hundred  ysrds  from  the  enemy's  guns.  Tbo 
•right  of  toy  line,  consisting  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  and  thirty-see* 
end  Virginia,  and  part  of  the  fifth  Louisiana,  advancing  in  an  open 
'field  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  being  much  exposed  to  his  - 
missiles,  distance  was  taken  to  the  left,  so  as  to  bring  th^se  regiments 
under  cover,  first  of  the  wood  and  then  of  a  hill  in  the  open  ground 
in  front,  as  far  as  practicable.  Colonel  A ugust,«  commanding  the  fif- 
teenth Virginia  volunteer}?,  and\a  number  of  his  men  wer^  wounded, 
and  two  men  of  the  thirty-second  Virginia  volunteers,  killed.  My 
^wn  coat,  whilst  I  was  in  front  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia,  was  cut  bj 
a- fragment  of  a  shell  Major' Walker,  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  vol- 
unteers, was  soon  after  killed,  while  advancing,  with  his  regiment. 
Having  passed  beyond  the  centre  of  the  lipe,  and  jndgin);  that  suffi- 
cient distance  had  been  gained  to  the  lei  t,  the  advance  was  resumed. 
Finding  myself  in  front  of  the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  and  t^e  left 
.of  the  fifty-third  Georgia,  the  fence  separating  the  wood  from  the 
open  ground  was  passed  over,  and  the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  then 
«nder  command  of  Captain  Holt — Colonel  Gumming,  while  gallantly 
leading^his  regiment,  having  been  previously  stricken  down  by  a  frag* 
nent  of  a  shell  and  stunned  and  borne  from  the  field — and  c(  mpany 
.  '^Ey"  of  the  fifty-third  Georgia  volunteers,  Lieutenant  McCowan 
•commanding,  were  halted  and  reformed  immediately  on  the  right  of 
our  disabled  batteries,  which  had  ceased  ta reply  to  those  of  the  en* 
•amy.  The  line  being  reformed,  was  moved  obliquely  to  the  right,  an4 
fttost  of  the  time  for  a  disiance  of  not  less  than  five  hundred  yards,  iti 
lull  view  of  the  enemy's  jartillery,- and  after  having  attained  the  slope 
«nder  and  ibout  two  hundred  yards  from  the  crest  on  which  his  guns 
were  in  position,  was  halted  preparatory  to  making  a  charge. ,  &)ma 
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■iiBVtes  after,  th^lentb  Lomisiftn^  voIiEinteerSy  Lieaieaftnt  OoIoBel  Wag« 
gaman;  apneared^and  travemd  nearly  the  same  groand  over  which  tke 
tenth  Georgia  and  company  '^K/'  of  the  fifty -third  Georgia  volunteers 
had  passed.  An  order  was*  borne  by  'LieuteDant  Cody, .  volunteer 
aid '.to  laeittenaat  Ootond  Waggamaa,  commanding  tenth  Lonisiana 
Toliinteer8>  tq  incline  to.  and  form  on '  my  right,  which  was  aooomi- 
plished.  Owing  to  a  misconception  of  orders,  the  difficnlties  of  the* 
ground  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour^onlj^five  hundred  and  fif  fey -seven 
of  my  men  were  finally  brought  into  action.  Lieutenant  Benntng,  first 
Qeorgia  regulars,  of  Anderson's  brigade,  reporting  his  presence,  with 
a  company  of  that  regiment,  which  had  become  separated  therefrom, 
Wisa  ordered  to  take  post  on  the  left  of  the  tenth  Louisiana.  Part^  of 
lioith  CarolJAa  and  Mississippi  regijiiehte  were  fomyd  on  the  ground 
aod  on  Bonning^s  left,  the  tenth  Georgia  and  company  '*K,"  of  the 
fifty-third  Georgia,  being  on  the  left.  There  were  parts^of  numbers 
of  other  regimen ts*on  the  slopes  and  in  the  -ravines  to  (iwait  orders, 
who  were  sent  to  join  in  the  charge,  using  for  this  purpose  Captain 
Briggs,  and  Lii9utenant  Cody,  of  my  staff,  and  Captain  BxAt  and 
Iiieatenant  Slade,  of  the  tenth  Georgia;  but  for  some  cause  these 
troops  did  not  come  forward.  '  The  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the 
darkness,  would  not  admit  of  further  delay.  About  seven  hnndred 
men,  consisting  of  troops  of  my  brigade,  and  detachments  from  reg« 
iments  of  other  commands,  as  above  stated,  were  formed  and  moved 
forward  to  the  charge,  silently  and  in  quick  time.  The  charge  was 
made  with  calmness  and  regularity,  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  in  the  face  of  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns,  con* 
•isting  of  six  six-gun  batteries,  and  four  guns  of  a  ten-gun  parrot ' 
battery,  (six  of  which  had  been  previously  captured,)  and  his  mus- 
ketry, wh^n  unfortunately,  the  right/of  our  line  was  fired  into  from 
the,  reiar  by  troops  of  other  brigades  of  our  own  army,  which,  with 
til|6  terrible  fire  poured  by  the  enemy  on  our  front,  caused  the  line  to 
graver,  and  finally  to  break,  the  men  seeking  partial  shelter  behind  a 
number  of  farm  houses  not  more  than  sixty  yards  from  the  enemy's 
xiearest  guil.  Our  line  approached  ^hat  of  the  enemy's  diagonally, 
tbereby'throwing  the  tenth  Louisiana,,  which  was  on  the' right,  fur* 
^her  ip  advance.  The  dead  of  this  regiment  were  commingled  with 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  very  near  his  guns.  It  was  here  that  the 
bust  was  seen  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggaman,  while- 
leading  his  regiment,  who  it  was  supposed,  was  wounded  and  taken> 
prisoner.  Dead  bodies  of  our  men  and  those  of  the  enemy,  were- 
found  in  elose  proximity  at  and  near  these  houses.  For  half  an 
hour  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  reform  and  again  advance  to- 
the  charge,  but  owing  to  the  small  number,  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
(hjalf  past  eight,  P.  M.,)  the  horror  of  coming  in  deadly  conflict  with 
troops  of «our  own  army,  and  the  terrible  and  incessant  cross-^re  of' 
the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry,  although  there- was  no  terror 
manifested,  no  demoralization  apparent,  still  the  effort  proved  un« 
availing.  Finding  further  efforts  useless,  I,  at  nine  o'clock  at  ni^t^. 
ordered  the  troops  to  withdraw*  quietly,  which  was  done.  Having: 
been  actively  engaged  for  more  than  three  hours,  I  had  become  so  ex— ' 
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hraated  u  to  be  almost  unable  to  leave  tbe  field,  aai  ooal^  uoit  hara 
reaehed  the  oamp  that  night  bat  for  the  timely  aMietaaee  of  two  of 
my  men.  A  list  of  caeualtios  hae  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  diTis- 
ion  headquarters. 

My  staff.  Captain  Clemens,  A.  A.  Qeneral,  Captain  Briggs,  A.  D. 
G.9  and  Lieutenants  Cody  and  Redd,  volunteer  aids,  rendered  Terj 
efficient  eervice  on  the  field.  They  were  mueh  exposed  to  the  ene- 
my's missiles,  ball,  shell,  gr^e  and  bullets ;  but  fortunately,  all  es* 
eaped  untouched,  -exc^t  Captain  Briggs,.  who  was  stricken  senseless 
to  the  ground  by  a  grape  fthot,'  whiph  had  pasted  through  and  killed 
outright,  a  man  in  his  fronts  by  which  he  will  be  disabled  for  some 
time.  Individual  cases  of  gallantry  might  be  named,  but  thia  is 
deemed  unnecessyy ;  only  the  cbivalrous  and  the  brave  were  there 
in  such  close  and  deadly  proximity  to  the  foe.  The  coward  and  the 
skulker  had  long,  ere  the  close  of  the  battle,  soaght  safetj  in  inglo- 
rious flight  from  the  bloody  field  under  cover  of  the  darkness. 
I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAtL  J.  SEMMES,     . 
Brigadier  GeneraL 
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taPORT  OF  CfOLONEL  BARKSDAi-E  OF  THIRD  BRIGADE 

* 

HeADQUARTERS  ThIRD  BkIGAOG,         > 

Camp  near  Richmcnd,  Fat,  Juli/  24,  1:563..^ 
Captain  Dickinson,  A.  A.  Gtneral :  , 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
|»art  taken  bj  this  brigade,  in  the  battles  of  Sunday  the  29th  of  June, 
at  Savage^s  Station,  and  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  Tuesday  the  1st  of  July. 

On  Sunday  morning,  we  were  ordered  to  pursue  tlic  enemy,  who 
l^ad  abandoned  his  fortifications  ob  \ho  Nine-mile  road,  and  was  un- 
derstood to  be  retreating  down  the  Yodc  River  railroad.  ^ 

On  reaching  these  fortifications,  a  fire  was  opened  upon  us  by  the 
^nem^'s  rear  guard.  The  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  \n  line  of  battle, 
and  while  gallantly  executing  this  order,  General  GriflSth  fell,  mor* 
tall^  wounded,  and  was  l^ortfe  from  the.  field  by  JIajors  Watts  and 
Hawkinfl^  of  his  staff,  when  the  command  devolved  upon  me.  Con- 
tinuing the  pursuix,*!  was  ordered  to  support  General  Cobb,  who  was 
in  the  advance,  should,  he  become  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

The  brigade  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  the  railroad, 
tibrongh  the  thick  woods,  and  over  a  marshy  country,  until  wo  reached 
Savage's  Station,  where  an  attapk  yrskB  made 'on  the  right  si3e  of  the 
road,  upon  the  enemy,  by  General  McLaws^  4^ vision.  The  seven- 
teenth regiment,  Colonel  Holder,  and  the  twenty-first,  Colonel  Hv^.m- 
phries,  were  ordered  to  that  side  of  the  road,  and  to  support  Kershaw's 
brigade,  if  it  should  become  necessary  l^o  do  so.  . 

Abont  sundown,  these  regiments  advanced  gallantly  and  promptly 
vhen  the  order  was  given,  under  a  severe  fire^  across  an  open  field  to 
file  BupJ)ort  of  a  battery,  and  engaged  the  enemy,  then  strongly 
posted  in  the  woods  beyond  the  field,  and  poured  several  destructive 
foUeys  into  his  ranks,  when  messengers  arrived  and  requested  that 
liie  firing  should  cease,  as  danger  would  result  from  it  to  our  friends, 
who  where  manoeuvring  between  them  and  the  enemy.  The  men 
were  ordered  to  lay  down,  and  night  coming  on,j|^d  the  firing  having 
ceased,  they  retired  in  good  order  to  the  woods  m  rear  of  the  battle 
£eld. 

The  eighteenth  regiment.  Colonel  Griffin,  was  ordered,  after  dark, 
to  the  battle  field,  and  slept  upon  it,  the  enemy,  during  the  night, 
eoBtinning  his  fiight. 

On  Monday,  wo  continued  the  march,  but  did  Qot  reach  the  battle 
field  of  that  day,  nntil  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  next  mornine 
at  daylight,  the  pibkets  reported  tiiat  the  enemy  was  advancing.  I 
at  once  ordered  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  advan(5ed  across  the 
field  to  a  skirt  of  woods  and  halted,  and  awaited  his  attack,  throwing 
Ovt  severel  companies  of  skirmishers,  bat  the  report  proved  to  be  un- 
founded,  the  4»xemj  havings  daring  the  nigkt,  xe^r^a|€^i  leaving>K 
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dead  and  wounded  in  onr  hands.  Our  companiea  of  Bkirmiahers  captured 
a  nainber  of  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  the  rear. 

About  two  o'clock,  the  enemy  were  diecovered  in  a  strong  positi(m> 
and  in  immense  numbers  on'the  Crew's  farm  and  Malvern  Hills.  By* 
your  orders,  given  to  me  inr  person,  the  brifi^tfde  was  formed  in  the 
woods  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  in  range  of  his  fire,  both  from  his 
batteries  and  gunboats  in  James  Rif  er,  about,  one  mile  and  a  half 
distant,  the  men  being  proteoted,  as  well  as  it  could  be  done,  by  the 
woods  and  brow  of  a  hill.  Here  shot  and  shell  fell  thick  among  us. 
Several  being  killed  and  wounded,  and  among  them.  Major  Moody,  of 
the  twenty-first  regiment,  ^ho  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  foot. 
.  At  abt)ut  six  o'clock,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance  upon  the 
enemy,  te  support  our  friends  who  were  already  engaged,  and  if  pos- 
sible, to  take  his  batteries.  The  or<dvr  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  bri* 
gade  was  formed  in  the  open  field,  and  advauced  upon  the  enemy 
under  aHerrible  fire  of  shell,  gVape,  canister  and  minnie  balls,  and 
continued  the  assault  until  night  closed  the  scene,  when  it  retired  in 

?ood  or(?er  to  the  position  it  formerly  occupied  in  the  woods.  Colonels 
lolder.  Griffin;  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brandon,  commanding  twenty- 
first  regiment,  were  all  severely  woiyided,  while  g&llantly  and  nooly 
leading  their  regiments  into  action.         ^ 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  commanding  the  thirteenth  regiment, 
while  handling  his  men  with  consummate  skill,  was  wounded  and  taken 
froui  the  field.  The  command  in  the  thirteenth  regiment,  devolved 
upon  Major  McElroy ;  in  the  ereventeench,  on  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fizer ;  in  the  eightecnt]),  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  and  in  the 
twenty-first,  o^  Captsfin  Brooks,  all  of  whom  discharged  their  datiee 
bravely  and  with  signal  ability. 

The  entire  ct>mmand,  although  one-third  of  its  number  fell  upoa 
the  field,'  maintained  its  ground  with  undaunted  courage,  and  dealt 
bravely  terrible  blows  upon  the  ranks  gf  the  enemy,  as  his  dead  and 
wounded,  in  front  of  our  lines  the  next  morning  clearly  proved.  I 
am  under  peculiar  obligation  to  Major  Inge,  adjutant  general  of  the 
brigadt^,  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  both  engagements.  He  was 
piompt  in  the  exccution*of  all  orders,  and  constantly  exposed  to  th^ 
severest  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  in  directing  the  regiments  inte 
battle. 

To  Captain  Cost!  1^  aid- de-camp,  I  am  much  indebted.  ELe  waft 
with  me  in  the  field,  encouraging  the  men  by  his  example,  and  gal* 
lantly  discharging  his  duty. 

I  was  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of  "Majors  Watts  and  Haw- 
kins, by  the  fall  of  General  Griffith,  both  of  whom,  were  ordered  to 
remain  with  him. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that,  twice  during  the  battle,  Captain 
MeCavthy's  battery  engaged  the  enemy,  and  that  both  he  and  his  com* 
mand  behaved  with  coolness  and  courge  worthy  of  the  cause. 

Doctor  Gilmore,  senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  his  assistants^ 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  were  indefatigable,  hating  the 
wounded  heme  from  the  field  as  rapidly  as  they  could  he  foand. 


I  Jeeire  to  call  the  atteation  of  th^departm^nt  to  this  officer^  who 
bj  his  skill  as  a  snrgeoi),  and  ability  as  a  phjsitian,  is  eminently*  en* 
titled  to  its  farorable  consideration. 

I  haTO  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedisiit  servant, 

WILLIAM  BARKSDALE, 
Cobmelf  comsiuuidtiig  Brigade, 
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EEPORT  OF  GENERAL  KERSHAW. 

i 

H£AD<iUARTEii3    FoURTU  JBjRIGADE,  SeCOND  DlVI»ON»  ) 

*  Near  Kkhmand,  July  J  4,  1862,  J  .- 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  troops  under  my  ccDKnnnd,  in  the  recent  battles  before  Rich- 
nond:'  • 

With  the  exception  of  frequent  movements  of  my  regiments,  under 
orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  Magruder,  and  occasioifal  attacks  upon  the  opt- 
posts  cf  the  enemy  to  ascertain  their  strength,  resulting  in  the  1688 
'  to  the^ seventh  regiment  of  one  killed  and*  three  wounded,  and  to 
the  third 'of  several  wounded,  and  the  discovery  that  the  enemy  was 
at  least  in  his  usual  force  in  our  front,  nothing  of  importance  oc- 
curred »  my  command  until  Sunday  morning,  the  29th. 

At  an  early  hour,  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  McLaws, 
to  send  forward  a  regiment  and  ascertain  the  condition  of  things  in 
front.  I  despatched  the' second  South.  Caroling,  Colonel  Kennedy. 
Some  hours  after,  .1  received  from  that  officer,  information  that  the 
enemy  had  disappeared,  and  that  he  occupied  his  abandoned  works. 
Immediately  communicating  with  division  headquarters,  I  received 
orders  to  advance  my  entire  command  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Ken- 
nedy. Soon  after  the  arrival  "of  this  brigade  at  Pair  Ouks,  my  skir- 
mishers, under  command  of  Major  Gaillard,  of  the  8e<5ond  regiment, 
became  engaged  slightly  on  the  letc,  and'  my  whole  command  wae  or- 
dered to  advance  cautiously,  across  the  York  River  railroad,  along 
£be  Nine-mile  road,  under  repeated  cautions  to  be  careful  not  to  en- 
gage the  forces  of  General  Jackson,  who  were  believed  to  be  advanc- 
ing from' the  Ohiokahominy  to  our  left.  We  advanced  about  a  mile, 
when  the  firing  along  the  left  of  my  line,  of  skirmishers,  became  gen- 
eral, and  an  artillery  fire  from  our  left  front  was  opened  upon  our 
column.  Having  every  reason  to  suppose'  that  this  might  be  a  col- 
lision with  General  Jackson's  forces,  I  restrained  the  fire  of  my  men 
and  sent  a  regimental  battle-flag  to  the  front  to  be  waved  on  the  VaiJ- 
road.  At  this-  juncture,  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back  lind  take  posi- 
tion with  my  left  resting  on  the  railroad;  Here,  it  became  evident, 
from  the  continuance  of  the  fire  upon  our  lines,  that  the  enemy  mvs 
in  front  of  us. .  •         • 

About  three  o'clcck,  P.  M.,t^e  other  troops  of  ^General  Magruder*8 
eommand  being  in  positipn,  I  received  orders  to  advance  along  the 
Hne  of  the  railroad,  and' marched  at  once  steadily  in  the  direction  of 
Savage's  Station.  Arriving  at  the  point  from  which  the  enemy  had 
fired  his  artillery,  (theiirst  house  on  the  rfght  of  tl\e  railroad,  belbw 
Fair  Ooaks,)  it  was  asccrtf.ined  that  he  had  retired.'  Still  advancing^ 
my  rigbt  skirmishers  llyecame  engaged  while  passing  through  the 
wood;  but,  upon  reaching  the  open  plain  beyond,  thei  enemy  was  found' 
oecupving  a  series  of  heawy  earthworks,  at  thei  far  >end  of  the  fi&id,oii 
Ibe-Williamsburg'road/'*  1  halted  the  command  under *the  brow  of  the 
iill,  sent  for  Kemper's  battery,  and  ordered  forward,  along  a. ravine, 
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netr  ihe  railroad,  to  a  thiok  wood  in  front  of  tfkj  I«ft,  tbe  second  and 
third  regiment-s  Sonth  Carolina  volnnteers,  .to  flank  the  redoubts,  and 
to  ehargo  them  if  practicable.  Kemper  arriving,  I  directed  him  to 
open'npon  upon  the  enemj,  which  he  did  with  snch  rapidity  and  ef- 
fecty  as  to  disperse  them  without  the  aid  of  infantry.  At  this  mo- 
ment, I  receired  orders  from  MajOr  General  Magrnder,  to  continue 
my  advitnce,  and  attack  any  position  t  might  meet  the  enemy'in.  I 
ordered  my  command  forward,  preceded,  as  before,  by  skirmishers, 
commifnded  by  Major  Gaillard^  to  whose  assistance i  sent  Major  Rnth* 
erford,  of  the  third  ^ regynent.  I*  signified  to  Major  Brent,  "who 
bronght  me  the  order,  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  should  be  troops  to 
my  right,  which  only  extended  to  the  Williamsburg  road,  though  my 
skirmishers  were  extended  beyond  to  cover  that  flank.  In  a  few  min-  * 
utes,  I  heard  that  Major  General  McLaws  had  ordered  forward  Gene^ 
ral  SemmesV  brigade  to  that  position,  Continuing  the  advance  through 
the  abandoned  works  and  camps  of  the  enemy,  taking  some  prisoners 
on  the  way,  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  wood  whichskirts  Savage's 
&rm.  Sending  forward  the  line  of  skirmishers  to  brush  bhe  wood, 
they  soon  encountered  the  enemy  in  heavy  force,  and  a  formidable  ar- 
tillery fire.  Kemper^s  battery  was  placed  in  position  on  the  road  ; 
Colonel  Henagan*s  eighth  South  Carolina  regiment  was  thrown  to  his 
right  across  the  road,  and  the  whole  command  became  engaged.  I 
ordered  the  second  and  third  regiments  td  charge,  which  they  did  in 
gallant .  style,  and,  immediately  after,  the  seventh  regiment.  Colonel 
Aikon.  These  regiments  steadily  and  rapidly  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy  before  them,  through  the  wood,  and  well  into  tbe  field  beyond, 
throwing  them  into  confusion  and  strewing  the  ground  with  dead.  In 
the  meantime,  the  seventh  .regiment,  which  was  next  the  Williams- . 
burg  road,  found  itself  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  advanced  along 
that  roadkin  the  dire.ction  of  Kemper's  battery  and  the  eighth  regi^ 
ment,  to  a  position  some  two  liundred  yards  in  our  rear.  Matters 
were  in  this  position,  when  General  Semmes  attacked  on  my  right ; 
the  line  of  his  fire  upon  the  enemy  rendered  the  position  of  my  ad- 
vanced regiments  on  the  left  of  the  road  extremely  hazardous,  and 
Colonel  Aiken  very  properly  fell  back  to  the  general  line  of  battle, 
followed  by  Colonels  Ifanoe^and  Kennedy.  -In  the  meantime,  Kemp- 
er's battery,  flanked  by  the  eighth  regiment,  had  inflicted  terrible  havoc 
upon  the  enemy,  whose. dead  lay  in  heaps  along  the  road,  scarcely. 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  battery.  The  conduct  of  both'  officers 
and  men  in  this  engagement  was  most  commendable.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  gallantry,  self  possession  and  efficiency  of  the  regimental 
commanders.  Colonels  Henagan  and  Kennedy,  Nance  and  Aiken,  to 
whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due.  * 

Though  my  Iqss  was  heavy,  it  is  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that 
We.  turn  to  five  hundred  dead  of  the  enemy  left  on  the  field  as  attest* 
ing  the  bravery  and  efficiency  of  the  troops  engaged  at  Savage's,  and 
that  our  loss  was  fearfully  avenged.  I  regret  to  record  ,the  loss  of 
Lieut^ant  Colonel  B.  C.  €rarlington,  third  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  of  whom  his  Commanding  officer  ^ost  truly  says^  he  was 
an  officer  of  fine  judgment,  cool  courage  and  oonimettdable  energy.    H^ 
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WM  killed  iiMUntlj  in  the  act  ^of  braadisfaiog.  ^ia  sword  defiandj^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodwjn,  of  the  secoad  reg^mi^nt,  andLieatea^ 
ant  Colonel  Bland,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regimj^nt,  war^. 
both  severely  wounded,  conspicuously  exposed  as  they  were  in  the 
active  dieiqharge  of  their  duties  in  the  fiell.  Major  Qaillard,  of  the 
second  regiment,  was  charged  wiith  the  important  and  responsible 
duty  of  directing  the  movemeilts  of  the  skirmisher 3  during  the  d&y« 
This  duty  he  discharged  with  great  judgment  and.  gallantry.  Hi^ 
borse  was  killed  imder  him  during  the  engagement.  >  He  w«s  effi* 
ciently  assisted. in  the  duties  of  his  position  by  Major  Rutherford, 
third  S.  C.  V.  Captain  Kemper  and  the  olBScei^s  and  men  under  hie 
cbminand  maintained  the  high  reputation  they  established  at  Vienna, 
-  Bull  Run,  and  Manassas.  For  particular  mention  of  such  of  tfx^ 
company  officers  as  require  especial  notice,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the^ 
reports  of  the  regimental  commanders,  which  accompany  this.  This 
action  being  closed  by  the  approach  of  a  stormy  night,  my  command, 
reinforced  by  the 'eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  Colonel  Griffiu, 
lay  upon.their  arms  on  the  field  of  battle  until  daylight,  when  it  wa$ 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared.  Removing  our  wounded 
and  burying  our  dead,  we  marched,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral McLaws,  by.  the  Enroughty  Town  road  to  New  Market,  and  pre- 
pared to  bivouac  for  the  night,  but  were  almost  immediately  ordered 
forward  to  the  support  of  Qeneral  Longstreet,  then  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  Frazier*s  farm.  On  the  way«  we  were  halted  and  permitted 
to  rest  until  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  we  continued  the  march  to 
Frazier's  farm,  arriving  just  in  time  to  take  our  position  by  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July. .  About  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we 
advanced,  in  line  of  battle  as  far  as  the  Willis  Church  road,«where* 
thf)  forces  of  General  Jackson  passed  to  oun  right,  and  we  were  or* 
dered  back  along,  the  Long  Bridge  road,  several  miles  t^^the  ^'ear, 
where  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  four  o'clock  P.  M  ,  whei\ 
we  were  ordered  forward  to  the  open  field  on  the  farm  adjoining 
Crew'«  farm.  Here  we  remained  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  arti^*^. 
lery  until  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  directed  by 
an  officer  of.  Major  General  Magruder's  stafi"  to  *  advance.,  aiid. 
attack  the  enemy's  battery.  Having  no  «Qpecial  instructions  and  na 
knowledge  of  the  ground  or  position  of  the  enemy,  I  led  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle  through  a  wood  for  half  a  mile  towards  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  line  of  fire,  exposed  all  the  while  to  a  front  and  flank 
fire  of  artillery,  which  could  not  be  avoided.  .During  this  march,  I 
passed  three  lines  of  troops,  who  had  preceded  me  in  the  attack.  Ar* 
riving  immediately  in  front  of  that  portiop  of  the  enemy  where  I  de- 
termined to  assail  him,  I  was  indebted  to  your  assistance,  Captain, 
for  finding  my  way  to  a  ravine  which  led  immediately  up  to  the  'pla« 
teau,  upon  which  the  en^my  was  formed.  .  Availing  myself  of  thia 
shelter,  1  led  my  command  up  to  the  Willis  Church  road.  Here  the 
^emy  occupied  the  open  field  in  two  lines,  in  force,  in  my  front,' 
forming  an  obtuse  angle,  facing  towards  the  road  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  flank uny  force  whioh^  might  ascend  the  brow  of  the.  hill  in  my 
front.  Between  these  two  lines  of  the  enemy,  at  the  point  of  interseo- 
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tion^  a  battery  of  artillery  -whs  placed,  pouring  over  our  headg  a 
erttabiDg  efaoirer  of  grape  and  canister^  while  the  infantry  lines  blazed 
vith  a  constant  stream  of  fire.  Still  filrther  to  my' right,  the  artiK 
lery  on  the  hill  near  the  orchard,  enfilading  my  line,  and  their  infan* 
try  in  Crew's  farm  to  my  right  rear  were  engaged  with  somiB  of  our 
fhtces,  whose  line  of  battle  was  parallel  to  my  own.  In  this  position 
we  oecnpied  a«fence  and  thick  hedge  in  front  of  the  road,  forming  a 
considerable  obstiicle  to  an  adrance  along  the  cenitre  of  my  line; 
while  the  rising  ground  in  front  screened  the  enemy  from  view,  ex-  * 
eept  on  my  extreme  right  and  left.  The  second  regiment,  which 
extended  to  near  the  parsonage,  having  open  ground  in  front,  engaged 
the  left  line  of  the  enemy  with  some  effect,  but  the  rest  of  the  com* 
Brand  were  powerless  to  accompHsh  anything  in  their  thfen  position, 
and  I  was  satisfied  that  any  further  advance  at  that  point  would  en- 
sure the  destruction  of  my  command,  unless  some  change  was  made 
in  the  enemy's  position.  The  nature  of  the  ground  affording  consid- 
erable protection  to  the  men,  I  determined  to  hold  them  there  irf 
the'hopo  that  some  diversion  by  an  attack,  either  on  the  right  or  left, 
might  be  created  in  our  favor.  After  some  time,  a  galling  fire  was 
opened  from  our  rear,  killing  and  wounding  Che  men  and  producing  a 
general  feeling  of  uneasiness  in  the  whole  command.  Oapt.  Holmes,  • 
A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant^  Dwight,  A.  A.  I.  G.>  of  my  staff,  went 
back  in  person  to  arrest  -the  fire.  Major  Rutherford,  of  the  third; 
regiment,  attempted  to  do  the  same,  and  Corporal  T.  \Vhitner  is  espo- 
eiaily  commended  by  Coloftel  Nance  for  having  volunteered  for  the 
same  dangerous  duty.  Finding  that  the  fire  atill  continued  for  some 
time,  dt)ing  us  more  damage  than  that  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the 
command  to  retire  by  the  route  we  came  to  the  next  road  in  our  rear. 
At  this  point,  I  found  Major  Gaillard  commanding,  reforming  tho 
the  se«.bii<l  regiment.  With  this  regiment  I  retired  to  the  t:ext  road  . 
in  our  renr^  where  1  again  halted,  supposing. that  the  other  regiments 
wbul/1  Id  found  there,  but  owing  to  the  intricacies  of  the  wood  and 
the  approaching  darkness,  the  commanding  officers  conducted  their 
regiments  severally  to  the  field,  whence  we  entered  the  fight.  While 
coTlcctuig  on  the  flag  of  the  second  regiment  all  the  men  of  the  brig- 
ade who  came  by,  General  Ewell' rode  up  and  desired  me  to  adyanoe 
my  command  to  support  a  brigade  ho  was  a'bout  to  lead  into  action  in 
Crew^s  field.  Calling  attention  to  the  small  number  of  men  with  me 
and  iny  desire  to  collect  the  remainder  of  the.  brigade,  I  indicated 
my  unwillingness  to  do  so,  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  cf  any  sup- 
port I  con  Id  render,  but  as  he  became  very  urgent,  I  jeilded  and  led' 
the  second  regiment,* under  comraanA  of  Major  Gaillard,  to  the  point 
indicated.  Soon  General  Ewell's  forces  appeared,  and  he  led  two 
regiments  in  beautiful  order  to  the  attack  under  a  terrible  fire  of 
aniUery  and  intantry-  While  we  were  at  this  point.  Sergeant  Har- 
tey,  color  bearer  of  the^second  regiment,  exposed  himself  with  gal-^ 
lantry,  worthy  tif  ee()pec]al  mention,  in  his  efforts  to  encourage  and 
animate  the  men  around  him,  and  was  wounded  by  a  skli  while  thus* 
eDga;/ed.  Several  regiments  having  arrived  and  taken  position  in 
cur  rear  in  support  of  General  Eweirs  advance,  and  the. infantry  fir-^ 
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bavivg  materially  dtminishecl,  I  brought  off  the  Moood  regiment  about 
nine  o'clook,  P.  M.,  and  refbrmed  the  brigade  in  the  field  from  which 
we  had  advanced,  < 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  the  condnct  of  officers  and 
men  for  coolness  and  firmness  under  many  trying  circumstances  oxb 
t]^is  occasion,  and  have  nothing  to  regret  but  that  we  were^  by  a  series 
of  accidents,  prevented  from  accomplishing  as  much  for  the  countxy. 
on  this  occasion  by  tha  gallantry  and  discipliue  exhibited  by  the 
'  troops  as.  we  could  desire,  though  the  losses  of  the  command  atfcOBt 
that  it  was  no  fault  of  theirs. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  conduct,  during- these  engage*  • 
ments  and  operations,  of  my  personal  staff  was  such  as  to  entitle 
them  to  particuUr  commendation..  Captain  G.  R.  Holmes,  A.  A.  €t.  ; 
Lieuten)int  A.  E.  Doby,  A.  D.  C,  and  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Dwight, 
A.  A.  I.  G.,  in  bcth  eogagements,  and  Mr.  John  A.  Myers,  acting  as 
aid  on  Sunday,  were  assiduous,  active  and  efficient  in  the  discharge 
of  their  varied  duties  on  the  field,  and  distisguished  themselves  by 
high  exhibitions  of  courage  and  self-possession  amid  the  the  grekteat 
dangers.  I  again  refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  commanders 
for  further  particulars.  • 

The  particulars  of  our  losses  are  herewith  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

7.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OP  GENERAL  EARLY. 
HsAiMiUAiiTBRa  FouRTH  Bit|OADE,  Third  DlTIAiair,  > 

Cftptwn  G,  0  Bftowir, 

AiriaUmt  Adjntant  Grtneral,  TVtird  Dimsion  : 

t  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operstioa  of  this  brigftde  %% 
or  near  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  iBt  ultimo  : 

On  that  morning,  I  was  ardered  by  General  Lee  to  report  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  for  temporary  duty,  with  cne.of  t'he  brigades  of  thni 
command,  aad  was  by  him  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigades 
Utely  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Elzey,  in  the  diyision  of 
Major  General  Ewell.  Of  this  .brigade  I  assumed  command  about 
midday,  on  the  road  l^adipg  from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  Willis'*  Church.^ 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  brigade  consisted  of  fragm'enta 
of  the  thirteenth,  twenty-fifth,  thirty-first,  forty  fourth,  fifty-second 
and  fijfty-eighth  Virginia  regiments,  and  the  twelfth  Georgia  regi-s 
ment,  numbaring  in  all  about  one  thousand. and  fifty  men  present. 
Was  formed,  by  order  jot  General  EweH,  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods 
oa  the  left  of  the  road  leading  from  Willis'  Church  to  Malyern  Hill, 
wher0  it  ri»mained  until  very  late  in  the  afternoon,  daring  a  heavy 
cannonading  between  the  enemy's  artillery  and  our  own,  an  occa-^ 
sional  shell  falling  near  the  brigade,  doing  no  damage,  however,  ex- 
cept the  killing,  by  the  same  shot,  of  a  private  in  the  forty^fourth 
Virginia  and  a  young  gentleman  named  Field,  who  was  a  volunteer  * 
on  the  staff  of  Generid  Walker,  of  the  thirteenth  'Virginia  regiments 
About  sundown,  an  order  'was  received  by  General  Ewell,  in  my 
presence,  from  General  Jackson,  through  a  staff  ofiicer,  to  send  my 
brigade  tp  the  jijght,  to  the  support  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and 
the  brigade  was  immediately  put  in'mofion,  and  marched,  under  the 
guidance  of  an  officer  sent  for  the  purpose,  across  the  road.  aUid 
dirough  the  woods,  psjsing  along  the  side  of  the  ravine,  covered  widi 
trees  and  thick  'undergrowth,  until  the  he^  of  it  reached  a  small 
road  leading  across  aa.open  bottom  on  a  creek.  Here  the  brigade 
was  halted  for  a  few  minutes,  until  the  ^ide  could  ascertain  the  route 
to  be  pursued,  when  it  was  again  put  in  motion,  and  as  the  head  of 
it  arrivM  at  'the  open  bottom,  by  the  guide's  direction,  the  brigade 
was  started  across  the  bottom,  and  General  Ewall  and  myself,  with 
ny  staff  officers,  were  directed  to  cross*  by  a  detour  to  the  right,  over 
an  old  dam,  as  the  only  practicable  way  for  horses.  On  arriving  at 
the  point  where  it  was  expected  to  meet  die  brigade,  nothing  could  ba 
Been  of  it,  and  thick  bmsliwood  excluded  it  from  view.  In  the  mean- 
time, a  large  number  of  men,  retqykting  from  the  battle-field,  b^aa 
to  pass  along  the  road  into  which  we  had  then  got,  and  filled  the 
brushwood  mentioned,  producing  great  confusion,  and  rendering  it 
impossible  for  aoie  to  ascertain  whether  the  brigade  was  passing 
through  the  bnuliwo^d.    After  many  fruitless  efforts  to  ascertain  t^ 
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fact,  I  rode  towards  the  route  over  which  the  brigade  wee  ttwrted,  mi 
far  as  I  could,  and  found  a  rerj.^leep  ditch,  filled  wiUi  skulkera  from 
the  battle-field,  over  which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  pass  with  my 
horse.  I  then  rode  around  to  a  point  where  I  could  get  a  view  of  the 
place  at  which  I  separated  from  the  brigade,  and  seeing  none  of  it 
passing,  I  rode  fdrward  on  the  road  leading  to  the  battle*field,  witk 
the  hope  of  finding  the  brigade  emerging  from  the  woods  further  off.  It. 
was  then  nearly  dark,  and  I  found  the  road  filled  with  a  large  number  of 
men  retreating  in  confusion,  being  mostly  from  Gen.  Toombs'  Georgia 
brigade.  These  troops,  aided  by  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captaia 
Gardner,  I  endeavored  to  rally,  but  found  it  v<*ry  difficult  to  do  so. 
During  my  exertions  to  rally  these  Ynen,  the  twelfth  Georgia  regimeht, 
of  my  own  brigade,  came  up,  under  the  command  of  GaptaiQ  James 
G.  Bodgers,  and  I  marched  it  off,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Benning, 
with  a  few  men  from  his  regiment,  of  Toombs'  brigade.  These  men 
were  formed  in  line,  by  direction  of  Gerferal  £welI,,who  had  preceded 
jxie  with  some  men  rallied  by  him  in  a  field,  aver  which  a  considerable 

'  body  of  our  troops  had  charged,  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement, 
and  in  roar  of  some  regiments  then  engaged  with  the  eneiny.^    ilere  I 

•Was  soon  joined  by  the  thirty-first  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regi* 
ments,  which  were  brought  up. by  my  aid,  Captain  J.  H.  Early,  who 

''  had  gone  to  the  rear  to  look  for  the  brigade. "  With  these  regiments 
I  remained. on  the  field  during  the  night,  in  the  position  designated 
by  General  Ewoll — Major  General  D.  H.  Hill  being  present  at  the 
time  they  were  posted,  and  for  some  time  thereafter.  ' 
'  During  the  march  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  a  terrific  cannonading, 
and  shell  were  constantly  bursting  over  and  around  it.     For.some 

'time,  the  regiments  with  me  en  the  field,  which  wore  ordered  to  lie 
down,  ware  exposed  to  the  fiercest  artillery  fire  I  ever  witnessed. 
About  the  close  of  this  fire.  Brigadier  General  Ransom,  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  command,  retired  to  the.  rear,  past  my  position,  leaving  none 
of  our  troops  in  front  of  me.  A  short  time  after  the  cesyation  of  the  fire, 
we  heard,  distinctly,  the  rumbling  of  wheels,  indicating  a  movement  of 
the  enemy's  artillery,  and  a  large  numbor  of  lights  were  seen  moving 
about  over  the  field,  in  immodiate  proximity  to, the  enemy's  position, 
which  were  doubtless  borne  by  persons  from  the  enemy's  lines,  iu 
search  of  their  wounded. 

As  soon  as  it  was  light  next  morning,  an  appalling  spectacle  was 
presented  to  our  view  in  front.  The  field,  for  some  disttfnce  from  the 
enemy's  position,  was  literally  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  arms  were  lying  in  every  direction.  ' 

It  was  apparent  that  the  enemy's  main  body,  with  his  artillery,  had 
retired,  but  a  body  of  his  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  was  soon 
discovered  on  the  field.  To  the  right,  near  the  top  of  a  steep  hill, 
leading  up  towards  the  enemy's  position,  we  saw  a  body  of  our  own 
troops,  some  distance  off,  lying  d#rn,  which  proved  to  be  a  small  body 
under  Brigadier  Generals  Mahone  and  Wright.  In  the  meantime, 
parties  of  our  men  wore  going  to  the  froftt  in  search  of  the  wounded, 
and  after  a  demonstration  by  the  enemy's  cavalry'  which  was  aban* 
doned  on  the  firing  of  a  few  shots  by  the  Maryland  regiment,  posted 
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COLONEL  STAFFORD'S  REPORT  QF  BIGHTH.BRIGiJ>B. . , 

Headquarters  Eighth.  il^Ui^ADS,  ^. . 
-July  SO,  1868,      J 

Captain  flr.  GAMjr^csX'JBlltowN  :*  "      •  * 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  ivatiactiona.  from  diTiaioa  Im^dqamrtwiy 
requiring  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  ia  the:  late  bftt-. 
ties  before  Richmond,  I  have' the  honor  to  make  the  following  state* 
ment  of  fects  connected- therewith  :*  *    *        •  «    -  .-.    ^ 

«Owing  to  the  illness  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  the  command' of 
the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  J«  G.  Seymour,  of  the  sixth  Lou- 
isiana regiment.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  nit.,  (Friday ,)  in  tke 
charge,  at  Cold  Harbor,  Colonel  Seymour  was  shot  from  his  horee*«tt^  - 
died  a  few  minutes  fitter.     I  th^n*  took  command  of  the  brigade,  and ' 
was  ordlted,  by  General  Trimble,  to  form  the  troops  in  line  of  battle 
ne8^^  the  edge  of  the  wood.     This  was  done.     It  soott  after  became 
dai*  and  no-other  movements 'were  made.     The  brigade  remained  on  • 
the  ground  that  night  add  the  next  mbrl^ng,  (the  2dtb,)  was  ordered 
to  advance  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  were  retiring.     On  this  and 
the  two  days  following,  we  ^continuekl/ to  ^advahbe'st^'tidily' forward. 
The  enemy,  on  arriving  at  Malvern  Hill,  there  made  a  stand  and  pre- 
pared*to  resist  our  further  advance.     The*  brigade  wa8|^rst.^ered 
to  form?in  line^of  battle  near  the  road  on  the  left.     Very  soon,  how«  * 
ever,.0T]^  positiofi  was  changed  tQ  a  wheat  field  near  by. .  Thiis  move-^ 
ntfUt'  was  also  countermanded,  anji  our  position  ^again  changed  to  » t 
ravine  near  the  ^edayV  ^atlieries.     At  dusk,  an^order  was  brought 
(we  dien  being  i(nd6r  orders  of  General  Whiting,  and*suppoiting  his 
division,)  to  charge  forward  on  the  battery.  -   This  order  was  given  by 
aif  officer  unknpwn  to  myself  "or  any  of  the  ofScers  of  my'  command.  * 
Three  o£  the  regiments,  the  sixth,. seventh ^nd  twe^ty-e^hth  Lonis^  •> 
lanar,  advanced  as  ordered.  '  It  now  being  night,  this  order  was  not 
heard  or  properly  uiide^rstbod  by  the  ninth  Louisiana,  and  noAdvanoe    * 
was  made  by  that  commands*   Th4s  charge^resvtlted-ih-the^ossrof  semo'-- 
valuable* lives.    'After  the\  chvg?V  the  rbrigade^:;t^i;ig%oippB what  scat* 
tered,-was  withdiaw^  to.  a  gate  and  order  restored.     Leave  was  ob* 
tained  of  General  EigelJ  for  th%  men  to^et  water  atHhQ^ohuroh,'ii.nd 
a^in- advanced  and  remained  at  the  gate^-  (neai;  the  ground  previously  - 
occupied  by  them.*)     Daring  the  night,  a  portion  of  the  brigade/  how- 
ever^  remained  on  the  field  from* which  the-charge  was  made. 

Accompanying  the*  report  is  forwarded  a  Hat  of  the  casualties  of  - 
the  brigade  in  the  two  engagements,  .in  which  it  was  actively  «&« 
gaged,  viz:  that^df  Gold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  as  furnished  bj 
the  regimentflkl  commanders.  i '         ^ 

*    I  am,  sir,  very  ^respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

-  L.  A.  STAFFORD,*        , 
T  Cohndf  commanding  tighihfirigade. 
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LIST  eF-€ASUALTIE!i  in  the  contniand  of  Major  General  Jack-- 
smaiike  Battles  of  Colfi  Harbor,  June  27,  1862,  and  Mdvern  Hilt, 

Battle  op  Cold  Harbor,  June  1t!i^  1862. 
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^fiNERAL.  TRIMBLE'S   REPORT    0?  BATTLE    OP    COLt) 

HARBOfe        '     '      ^ 

Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade,  Or ANOfiOouNTT,  •)• 

Near  Liberty  Mills,  July  28,.  1862/  •       )    • 

Major  General  R.  S.  Ewell,   .   v^  ,  ■»      *     •  •   .  .  ,  • 

Commanding  Secorid  I)ivision^  Y^ll^  DJstrict : 

GEt^ERAL :  In  oompliance  .with  ojrder^,  I  submit  a  repcnrt  of  thci  con*  , 
dtct  and  operation «>f  the  seventh   brigade,  ffiom  June  26th  to  JuTj 
Sd:        ■•        1     »  '  •  ..  '  „    .  / 

On^he  26tb,  ivo  mo^vediiwith  (he  army  from  Aehland,  in.a  so.utheijly 
direction-,  passing  to->th&  east  of  Mechanicsnlle,  in  the  af|ernooD,  ai^(^ 
at  four,  P.'M.,  heard  distinctly  the  volleys  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
^i'n  the' engagement  of  GeneraLHill  with  the  enemy.  Before  sun- 
down the  fiping'w'as-^not  more  than  twomilesdistant,  and,  in  my  opi^i- 
ieft,  we  should  have,  marched,  to.  .tlie  s^upgort  ^f.G^eneiral  ..Hill  that 
•■'eveningi  •    ■.«i  .....    •  *  -  •  .  ,       ^ 

On  the  27lh,  lii>©,of  battle  was  .formed  .at  ^  « roajja^  by  ei^t 
•o'clock,  after  which  we  marched  towards  Cold  Harbor,.j>a88ing  ne^ar 
' — ■—  church.  At  this  pbint,  distant  one  .and  a  half  mjjes  from  Cold 
H&rbor,  ijdine  ci  battle^  was.ragain  formed, ^  abqut  three  ,and.  a  I^If 
o'clock,  and  the  adyancet  ordered...  After  marching  half  a  mile,  ,tho 
frcnt  was  ^hanged 'ConsiderAhly  to  the  left,  and  orders  received  to 
"hsfftdn  to^he  front,  jn  the  dirc(Giti«a-  of  the  ^enemy's  fire.  .On  i:each- 
ing  t|je- V'icitiityMof  Cpld.  Harbor,  oiir.froivt  was  .ag^in  .changed  to- 
•wardsHh'e  left,*under  Q^heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's,  artillery,  and  J.he 
point  vindicated  where  ^we^werQ«iito>.»eAg8ge  th,e  e^iemy,  witl]^the  im- 
pressive cautioi^»tbaWthe.troQps«already  engaged  were  hotly  pressed. 
'  By*  order "of  •GeneraUEwell,-! -took  ^the,  fifteenth  Alabama,  Colonel 
*Canty, 'the  le^ading regiment,  d.owja  the.roa^  Jeading  from  Cold  Har- 
bor to*  M'cGee'S'faron,  grossed  tl^  SM'amp,  .and  placed,  this  and.  the 
twenty. first  Georgia  regiment,  conijnande^d ,  by  Major  T.  Ho(>per^  iu 
position  to^advance.  /liheisijcteexuth  Mississippi  and. the.  twenty-first 
Kt)rth>-GaroIina  ^regimenjtSy^n.  the*  confu8J,on>'Were  cut-off  andsc^pa- 
rated  from  nB*by^B6vcraLxegiment8fWji(^l|fei;e..  marchii^jQut  of  ac^tion 
in  .such'  good  ord^er  •<a%&fshx)W£^  «th^jfrhadi*f alien  b^ick  without  hard 
fighting.*  •  Theitwo  regimentsiiver^  prderjed  to,^advaiitce,  a^dsooij.  con- 
centrated'a  fariousifireftof  musketry^iShpttand  shell .froqi' the  wclf-a^- 
lected  po8ition4  ofKthe«renemy.  ;  iSov.eral  regi^ients  were.xiietJ.|aJliDg 
back  ;  and,  leaving  the -field,!  we xiontinuedfsli^wly.  tp^adv^ance  ^r^pgh 
a  dense  wood,  met  by»i«perfect4'8heetA.of,fire^  u^n^er^which  t]^e  killed 
Mi  wounded  wer^tffaUingifast  in  oui;  ranks.  Still  the  brave  feljowB 
prfssed  on^  followodfthytti^tyirginia  and.  a.  Tpxas  «r^giment  Vho 
took  an  active  part  in  the  engagement.  .  Qen.eral/Ewell  ^being  on 
that  part  of  -the  « ground  .direQ|ii|g..^h^  ^gy.eQ|ents\an4. jencoar- 
aging  th^*m4n«  with  conspicuous  bravery,,  his  presence  alone 
iield  the>'men'in  poaitiou' for.  oyer  ani  ho.ur.^an^  a  half^^uhder^hiater- 
rite  fire.     I  retori^ed  to  bring  up.  the  J  sixteenth  Hiaslasippi  and  the 
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twenty^first  North  Carolina  tegiments,  with  Major  Whartoa*» battery. 
I  rftet  General'  Whit'mg  near  the  Gold  Harbor  house,  who  had  just 
rode  up,  and  asked  me^where  he  had.better  carry  in  his  division.    Gon- 
vinced  that  our  efforts  were  too  much  concentrated  in  the  previous  di- 
reotiony'Caiisijig  much  confusion.  In  a  dense  wdod,  with  the  risk  of  firing 
on  our  own  men,  (as  I  am^surcf  had  been  done,)  I  strongly  advised  him 
to  meet  the  enemy  half  a  mile  to  our  right,  (north,)  so  as  to  flank  the  • 
force  in  our  front,  or  encounter  a  second  body  of  the  foe.     After  re- 
sults showed -that  General  Whiting's  selection '<5f  the- point  of  attack, 
as  indicated,  was *highiy'j uQixsious,  as- h^e  met  a, reserved  body  of  the 
enemy,  defeated  them  and  captured  their  battery.     A  few  moments 
after  the  brief  interview  with  General  Whiting,  Brigadier  General 
''Winder  r&et  me,  and  said  his*  brigade  was  coming  up-,  and  asked  where 
he  shoifld  6tfter  the  field.     I  directed  him  to  march  well  to  the  left, 
which*  he  did,  and  brought  a  timely  support  Mn*  a  perHous  crisis  to 
General  Elzey,  sind- other  brigaded,  whoh"ad  been  terribly  cut  up  by 
the  terrible 'fire  of  thennusketry^,  and  the  well-served  batteries  at  Mo- 
Gee*s*hous'e', 'aftetward^'cjptured.     Thes^*  brief  mee(|ing3    over„  I 
sought  the  two  regiments  who  were  awaiting  orders,  uncertain  what 
to  do!  '  r  decided  to  etflarge  the  front  of  attack,  as  I  had  suggested  to 
Gfen*fera1s  Whititfg  ahd^-Witfder,  and*  led-  -these  tegiments  acjross  the 
road  into  the" pines," one*third  of  a  mile-  to  the*  right  (north)  of  the 
first  point  of  attack.    •  H&re,  ^e  metHwo*  regiments  coming  out, of,  the 
field'  in  cbnftision.  who  cried  out;  '^^ 'You  need  not 'go  in;  we   are 
whipped';  yo'u  can't  do  anything!"  ^ Some  of  our  men  crfed,  f*Get  out 
of  our  wa/,  we  will'^how  yoU  how 'to  do  it;"  '» I  formed  my  force,  in- 
creased on  the  left  by  the  fragmefitd^of  lother  regiments  who  had  been 
rallied,  as  nearly  paraltelVith  the  lineroppdsed  to  us  aa  I  could  judge 
by  their  fire  through*  *the  woods,  and  then^^rode*  along  the  line.^is- 
tinctJy -telling  the-'men^  in  the*  hearing  of  alt,  that  f*  they  were  i^tow 
to  mak'e  a  charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  not  ^to  stop  one  momeqt  to 
fire  or  reload,  by  doing  which  they  remained  ilonger  under,  the^  pn* 
emy^'s  fire,  find  gave  him  the  advantage 'Over  us,  posted. a€  he  wa^  in 
a  goo(l  J)o^tibn;  and   strengthened  by  fallen  timber  to-obstruct  pur 
advance/  and  thdt  the  quicker  th,»  charge  Vras  made,  the  less,wo]ild  be 
oui^loss'^— ^le^Cding  them^on- with-  perff^ct'MSonfidence  in  their  pl^ck. 
TBeVegimeht  advanced  firmly  atfd  ^gallantly,  receiving  .heavy .  volleys 
of  the  enefay's  fire  from'  the  opposite  height,  without  retarn,iag  it, 
•  pufthe'd  on**  dbwn  the*  hill  and  over  the  trees  felled  in  the  swaypy 
ground*  t(5*  *impede  our  *  progress,   all  the  time  under  torrents  ot 
ma8k§try*Bre, 'and  bravely  and-  rapidly-  ascended  the  hill,  cheered  on 
by  the'contihubus  shouting  of  the  command,  ^'Charge,  men,  charge!'* 
Ifwonld  have 'required  older  and  braver  troops,  and  those  engaged  in 
a  better  cause*  to  have   stood  firm  against  an  onset  so   rapid,  so 
'    resolute;  do  dbfiant.  •  Xhe  enemy  were  swept  from  the  hill,  anS  re- 
treated raj^dlyfrdmfais  strong  position,  und  it  was  not  until  hi^  fly- 
^  itig  forces  presenti^d  ^b  etrong** temptation,  that  a'  destructive  fire^  was 
opened  upon  them.  '  Pursned-to  his  camp,  tfco^nemy  perceiving:  jpome 
'    (^^ur  forces' 'ot4if 9  'flank,  xme-  vegiment  *  sorredidered  in  a  body^  the : 
otlteriJfied'ddlfrnaf^i^aviAe  ta'tfae^G^iok«homtiiyi.,«;j-7  i^    .,  t  ifb^ 
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Beaching  the  plateau  which  the  Federal  General  had  jndiciouBly 
selected,  and  so  well  defended  by  artificial  aids,  I  found  a  battery  of 
seven  guns,  the  first  Pennsylvania  artillery,  Captain  "Cater,  which  had 
been  captured  a  few  niinutes  befor^  by  parts  of  several  regiments, 
who  nad,  with  determined  courage,  pressed  forward  at  the  first  point*bf 
attack,  with  fearful  losses.  Farts  of  these  companies  of  the  eighteenth 
Alabama,  and  fragments  of  several  companies  of  the  twenty-first 
Georgia  regiments,  were  the  first  at  the  gun^  followed  by  the  fifth 
Texas  and  eighteenth  Georgia. 

Placing  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina  in  charge  of  the  captjared 
battery,  my  brigade  slept  on  the  field  from  which  the  enemy  had  fled. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  ground  the  daty  after  the  battle,  showed 
as  strong  a  position  as  could  have  been  selected  for  defence.  ..It  is  ^n 
elevated  ridge  on  the  southeast  of  the  Chickahominy  rjver,  .mostly 
cleared  land  on  its  summit,  surrounded  by  several  more  elevated  points 
admirably  adapted  for  artillery,  and  from  which  an  ipcessant  fire 
could  be  maintained  against  an  advancing  foe,  over  the  heads  of  its 
owji  infantry.,  which  was"  secured  from  harm  by  the  abrupt  acclivity 
of  the  hill  under  which  thej  had  been  posted.  So  that  bur  Dgien  bad, 
the  dfLj  'before,  been  exposed  for  over  ten  hours  to  the  combined  firo 
of  shot,  shell,  grape  and  musketry,  to  which  Yankee  engenuity  had 
added  a  sort  of  repeating  gun,  called  a  telescopic  cannon,  discharging 
sixty  balls  per  minute'.  Several  of  these  were  captured.  The  natural 
defences  x)f  Jhe  position  were  strengthened  by  felling  timber  ^  on  the 
hill  side  and  in  the  marshy  ground  of  the  rivulet  at  its  fork*  to*make 
the  progress  of  an  attacking  force  slow  and  longer*  held*  under  fire. 
Many  parts  of  the  brow  of  the'^hill  were  provided  with  rude  breast- 
works of  logs}*  &c.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  fresh  forces 
of' the  enemy  were  succeisfiively' brought  into  action  for  several  hours 
to  replace  thore-who  biad  become  fatigued  or' defeated.  To  repulse  a 
force  double  our  own,  thus  advantageously  posted,  free  from  a  fatiguing 
march  and  liberallytsupplied  with  whiskey,  (as  the.  canteens  of  «.dead 
Wounded  and  prisoners  p^'oved,)  required  much  more  than  the  ordinary 
exhibition  of  skill  and  daring ;  that  it  was  done  everywhere  ^Iqng  the 
line  by  troops  who  had  inarched  all^ay  without  food,  entitle  the  arpay 
to  the  name  of  the  **indoftiitable."  .    ^ 

It  is  with  just  pride  I  record  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the  regiments 
of  the  seventh  brigade  came  out  of  the  action  during  its  progress, 
ai^  that  the  charge  of  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first 
Nwth  Carolina,  sustained  from  the  first  movement  without  a  falter, 
could  not  be  surpassed  for  intrepid  bravery  and  high  resolve^ . 

I  need  not  enumerate  the  gallant  exploits  of  a  brigade  where  every 

officer  and  maxi  behaved  so  well;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  allusion  to 

theVsonspicious  gallantry  of  Captain  Brown,  of  the  sixteenth  Mississippi, 

und  Captain  Guery,  of  fifteenth  Alabama,  both  shot  dead  in  front  of 

'  their  companies  while  cheering  on  their  men  to  the  charge;  and  of 

•  my  aid,  Lieutenant  McEim,  who  rode  by  my  side  or  along  the  line,  • 

.constantly  repeating,  with  inspiring'voice  and  jesture,  the  command, 

'  'H)h«rge !  charge  T     Captain  Hall  A.  Alsine  did  signal  service  difting 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


SIl 

the  action  iJy  bringing  upanddir^cttng  the-inovement3  of  fie^sh  troops, 
as,  alsOy  Lientenant  Lee,  inspector  general,  who  was* slightly  wounded. 

The  subjoined  list  of  killed  and  wounded  best  show,  the  severity  of 
Ae  conflict,  arid  a  coraparision  of  those  of  the  different  regiments 
fairly  illust%gite  the  superiority  of.  a  rapid  charge  over  a  standin;;  fight, 
not  only  as  the  best  mode  of  securing  victories  but  ^doing  it  with 
smaller  loss.    ^  '       '      ,  ,  '   ,         ,  .    .•  '.       ■ 

The  thirteenth  Alabama  and  twenty-first  Georgia,  numbering  one 
thoasand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  stood jqnde.r  a  destructive  fire 
for  an  hour  or  more,  returning  ^h.e  enemy's  volleys  all  the  tiijae,  and 
advanced  only  half  a  mile  with  fragments  of  companies  at  the  close 
of  the  day.  Their  loss  in  killed  and-wounded.was  twq  hundred  .and 
fiftv-one  men.  .     * 

The  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  tftim- 
bering  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty- four  men,  passed  under 
as  hot  a  fire  an  equal  distance  in  fifteen  minutes,  losing  in'  killed  and" 
wounded  only  eighty-five  men.    .  ',.*.*. 

Annexed  is  a  sketch  of  that  part  of  the  field  of  battle  on  ,whic^  the 
tlu/d  bVigade  was  engaged,'  but  on  which  is  put  down  only  the  posi- 
tiotis  <3t;cupied  by  the  seventh  brigade.  The  Alabama  and  Georgia 
regiments  advanced  in  a  body  no  farther  than  the  swamp  S,  except  the 
fragments  of*those  companies  who  assisted.in,  driving  the  enemy  from 
F,  and 'taking  the  battery.  The  Mississippi  and  North  Carolina  regi- 
ments advanced  to  B  and  F,  taking  the  battery,  and  ^ith  unbroken 
front,  in  good  condition  to  continue  the  fight. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,*  respectfully, 
I    '  '  J.  R.  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier- General, 

I  casually  omitted  to  mention  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Vindell, 
adjutant)of  the  twenty-first  Georgia' regiment,  who  behaved  withdis- 
tinguiBbed  cQolness  and  bravery,  and  did  signal  service  in  holding  that 
regiment  in  its  position  while  under* the  heaviest  fire.  .  a** 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  Generdi  ' 
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GENERAL 'VisiMBLE'S, REPORT  OF  OPER ATIQNS  , FltOM 
'       JUNE  28  TO  JULY  1,  INCLUSIVE. 

'*•«"■  •  .  •        . 

.'     «  # 

.1  Headquarters  Brigade^  Ju/y  30,  1862. 

Major  General  R.  S.  Ewell,  ' 

•  '     '    '        ~       Oomma7iding  Division : 

,-*■*"  .        '.  ' » 

•<£lBiN.eRAL:  I  respectfully  append  bhe  following  as  a  contjinuation  of 
the  Ofxerations  of  the  seventh  brigade  from  June  28th  to  Jyulj  1st,  in*^ 
clufiive  :,.*.--•  „         •  .    *  - 

'tX)n  th^  2Sth  June',  the  .'brigade  rested  on  the  field  of.- battle,  and^. 
was  chicflj  employed  in  taking  care  of  the  wounded  and  burial  of  the 
deadd'  .On  S.unday,   29th,  orders  were  received   to  march  down,  the/ 
Chickahominy.  •  D-uring  the  delay  of  starting,  I  halted,  about  nine  -: 
o'clojck,  at  a^dwcHing  on  the  battle-field,  and  sent  an  officer  up  a  tree 
which  had  been*  prepared  by  the  enemy   as  an  observatory.     Jhi^  of- 
ficer cou]d,..with  glasses,  plainly  see  the  Yankee  forces  moving  soi^th- 
ward  from  .Reynoldsville,  (General  McClelian's  headquarters.)     Tha 
smoke  of  burning  stores  could  also  be  distinctly  seen.    ,1  wrote  a  not©  . 
addressed  to  General  Lee;  or  General  Jackson,  stating  these  fact3,\iid  . 
that  the  Federal .  army  were  certainly  retreating.     General  Lee  anr 
swered  the  note,  and 'stated  that  the  enemy  were  in  he^vy,  force  on 
the  right,  and  that  he  had  tried  to  reach  them  with  artillery,  b,ut  with- 
out effect.     Meantime,  four  lai*ge  conflagrations  had  beco\^e  plainly  - 
visijble,  and  infantry,  artillery  and  waggon's  were  seen  mpyi^g-amidst 
clouds  of  dost,  in  a  southerly  direction.     I  again  wrote   to  Gener%( 
Lee,  then  two  miles  distant,  communicating  these  facts,  andj^e^cpressed  ' 
the.opinion  that  the  enemy  were  certainly  retreating  ^ith  great  pre-  , 
cipi^ation,  as  burning  stores*  wefe  a  sure  indication,  and  o^ight  to.be 
▼igprously  pursued.     It  was  afterwards  know:n  that  General  McCleJ-. 
lan-^id  break  up  the  camps  on  Sunday  morning  at  the  place  lu^rred 
to,,^nd .commenced  a  rapid  retreat.  -  ,.  ^  .  « 

t[n^4ei;  previous  orders;  we  continued  our  march,  about  ten  o'clock^ 
andj^atteriseMeral,halts,  reached  the  York  river^railroad,'nearB.ottomj8  . 
Bridge,  abcfut  two.  o'clock,  with  the  third  division.  -  After ^ marchings 
andstCOjUAtermarching  several  times,  a  haft  of  some  hp^irs.was  made. 
tw%,n\ilefiuiiorth  of  the  railroad.  •  Sevferal  times!  in' the  ^afternoon,  I 
liad|^c{|[lled  attention  to  the  dense  cloud  of  dust  observed  on  the  north 
sidetof^the  Chickahominy  ;  that  it  plainly  indicated  a  rapi(},  rii^t^eat  of  r 
the  en^nup^,and«  that  our  forces  shoul(^  be  thrown  across  |thiait , stream 
to  ^B^tercept  their  flight  or  increase  their  disorder.    ^A.,pI;actitable: 
ford(  was  .discoVered  nearnhe  point  where  we  halted, 'jjad^.QeneraJ 
£w||l>had'decided,  under*  the  discretion  allowed' him,  to  <)xo^ss  an^i^-r,, 
tack^j^Smfat/tfaar.  o'clock.     But  orders  from  tteile^l  Ja^qkson,  cop^; 
flictj^ng  \^'ith«this,  pre^fented  so  infJ)or1fcant  a  'movement.  „  j^bput^Bi*,, 
P.  ^ft.tbe  diyisLontwas'inarched  back  up  the  jChicWahojninj^^crps^ed-, 
that  atream  in  th^night^at  New  Bridge,  and  bivouacked  at  Reynolds- 
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Yille,  twdhra  hours  itfker  the  enemy  and  General  McClellan  had  aban- 
doned, that  place.  .  '  •  t  •  ^  .^^ 
"It'is  deeply. to  be  regretted  that,  from  tne  sufe  indications  of  rapid 
retreat  given  by  the. Federal  fct^s,  soole  portion  of  our*  army  waa 
ifbt  thrown  across  the  Chickahominy  that  day  to  fall  on  the  flank  of 
the  enemy's  retreating  columns.i«  This -could  have  beeft  safely  Mki 
suddenly  done  at  the  ford  bSforjB  alluded  to*.  r 

On  Monday,  30th,  by  orders,  we  marched,  at  an  early  hour,  over 
the  same  road  taken  by  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours  before,  and, 
three  miles  distant,  passed  the  battle«field  where  General  Longstreet ' 
had 'engaged  the  enemy  the  afternoon,  previous.  At>  about  faur.  P. 
M.;  we  reached  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  where,  after  an  hour's  etf-' 
gagement  with  artillery.  General  Jackson^s  army  bivpaacked  for' the 
night,  (including  General  Wbiting^a. division.)  ^^  .-  •     * 

'On  Tuesday^,  July  Ut.  we  marched,  by  orders;  at  ^sunrise, 'cros8e({ 
White  Oak  Swamp,  (the^ridge,  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  causing  soma 

h6nrs.delay,)  continued  bylslow  marches  to church,  and'fornred 

line   of  battle   on  Poindexter's  farm,   opposite  \he -Mai verh*  Hills, 
abonttwo;  P.*  M!,— the  seventh  brigade,. oK  the  extreme  left.  »^  We  re^^  ' 
mained  in  position  about  three  hours,,  during  the  greater ''par1^(^f^ 
wftich  tim>  Artillery  and  musketry  fiirng  was  heard  on  our' right,"*'* 
mile  or  two  distant.     At  five,  P.  M.,  Courtnay^si  battery  waa>pirt*int  ' 
poMtioh,  opened  a  brisk  fire,  which,  was  answered. by  heavy difechdtges' 
froiri  four  or  five  batteries  of  the  enemy  posted  on  Malvern' Hill."  * 
After  half  an  hour's  engagement,  doing  good  service/tbe  battery  was 
withdrawn  reluctantly   by  an.  order  of  ^General  Whiting/ through  a^ 
coarief,  (staff  officer  R.  S.  E.,)  which^cturnedout  tO'-h^ve'^beenin^ 
teif#^d' Tor  another  battery.  ..«    »•     i^a^^     »« 

4^tthYee,'P.  M.,  that  day,  after  the  enemy's  tpositiomanddisposi-' 
.tioTy^fhis  forces  had  been  well  reconnoitred- througb^aglass^^Und  • 
plaiY^l^f  visible,  f  asked  permission  to  moye,,through  vihe*  emitinupuB' 
wotjBs  to  the'left  and  attack  the  enemy  by.avB^rprise^  oni<fafs'righ^. 
Thik  proposal,  forwarded  to  General  Jackson,  was  declined  by  him.- 
About  sundown,  orders  woie  received  to  march  the  seventh  brigade 
to  the  right,  where  the  battle  had  raged  fiercely- for 'some  two  hours: 
and^ur  troogs  repulsed.*  I  moved -quickly,,  guided  by  an  officer  ox 
GefeefiflD.-  Ii.'fiiUVsfeff,  through  a. dense  woods,  in  the'  dark,  ex- 
postefljfei^'a  mile  and  a  half,  to  a  continuous  and  rapid-fire  of  the  en- 
emy's'artH1ery,'aiid  took  up  a  position  on  (hat  part  of •  the  field  where 
Gefier^l  Magruder  had  made  his  disastrous  charges  across '  an  open 
field*,  every  yard  of  which  could  be  swept  by  the%dvers6  artillery. 
ThjVfi^ld  was  about  half  a  mile  bWd,  skirted  by  woods  on  the  left, 
and%*high  and 'abrupt  declivity  descending  to  Tjurkey  creek,  on  the 
riglft.-»*T'reported,to  General  Swell,  and  a  few  moments  after,  to  D. 
H.  iini,'  wio*' ordered  the  trigade  to  remain  dn  its,,  position  near  the  ' 
woodi^,  on' the' edge  of  the  field,  I  proposed,  soon  after,  to  General-D, 
H.  Hill,  tb  ride  forward 'ancj  reconnoitre  (the  eriemy's^positlon.  It 
wasfh^iJ  'about  nihe  (f'clock.  ^^We  rode  forward,  and  approached  within 
one%lfAafed  steps  of  the  batteries,  aiidj  could  hear  plainly  the  ordi- 
nar^^^one  of'  conversation.     The  guns  were  then  firing  on  the  woods 
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to  oxxr  left,  where  the  last  attack  haid  been  m^ifle  St  right  angles'td  that 
p'^irt  4lf  the  field  we  ^ere  io.  I  suggested  to  General  Hill  the  aiiyaii- 
tage  of  making  an  attack  on  this^ battery,  and  that  it  must  be  suc- 

*  cessful,  a%  the  enemy  would  not  expect  one  from  our  position,  and, 
under  corer  of  the  darkness,  we  could  approach  them  undiscovered. 
General  H*  did  not  seem  inclined  to  make  the  movement.  We  rode 
bach:  to  the  brigade,  conversed  some*  time,  when  I  again  urged  the 
propriety  of  an  attack,  as  we  could  approach  so  near  undiscovered  as 
to  ensure  success,  the  enemy  having  no  skirmishers  in  our  front ;  but 
he  declined,  as  before,  to  order  the  attack,  and  directed  me  to.  make 

.  no  further  movement.  I  occupied  this  position  until  about  tweWe 
o'clock,  when  all  firing  had  ceased  for  more  than  two  hours,  and  as 
General  Ewell  and  General  Hill  had  bo^h  been  absent  during  this  time, 

.1  retired  the  brigade  into  the  woods  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  as  .the 
men  were  completely  worn  out,  and  no  furt^ir  a<?tion  expected. 

The  next  morning,  by  dawn,  I  went  off  to  ask  for  orders,  when  I 
found  the  whole  ari^y  in  the  utmost  disorder  ;  thousands  of  straggling 
men  asking  every  passer  by, for  their  regiment;  ambulances,  wagons, 
'and  artillery  obstructing  ^ef  ery  road,  and  altogether  in  a  drenchiiig 

^  rain,  presenting  a  scene  of  the  most  woeful  and  disheartening  confu- 
sion.    The  seventh  brigade  not  having  been  fairly  brought  into  ac- 

'  tion,  was  in  good  order  next  morning,  and  prepared  to  move  in  a 
body.  By  six  o'clock,  orders  were  received  'from  General  Jackson, 
whom  I  met  casually,  to  march  to  the  church,  where  we  remained  all 
day  the  2d  of  July.  Thursday,  3d  July,  we  had  opders  to  march  to 
the  front;  did  so,  and- encamped  about  eight  miles  from  James  river, 
opposite  Westover.  July  4tQ,  we  again  marched  to  the  front,  reached 
a  point  about  four  miles  from  James  river,  where  line  of  b,attle  4was 
formed  and  skirmishers  thrown  out  half  a  mile  in  advance,  who  occa- 
sionally exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy's  acouts.  At  night,  'one  of 
my  regiments  was  put  'on  picket.  We-  lay  in  camp  until  July  5th. 
W^were  ordered  to  move,  at  dark,  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  10 th  of 
July,  encamped  four  miles  from  Richmond.  Scarcely  able  to  march 
from  excessive  fatigue  and  prostration, \he  result  of  constant  fight- 
.ing  and  marching  in  a  country  where  air  and  water  were  bot]^  im- 
pure, and  rapidly  breaking  down  the  health  of, the  %r.ray.       ,  ■    . 

I  append  below,  the  list  of  killed  and  woVnded  in  the  before, men- 
tipned  engagements.  .         .  '      «« 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE, 

Brigadier  Gweral. 

List  of  Killed  and  Wounded.-  ^  i* 

Sixteenth  Missisaippi  regiment,  enlisted  men,        -    *  -     S'* 

Fifteenth  Alabama,      -        -        -        -        -  ^-  -'  '-4 

,  Twenty-first  if  orth  Carolina,        -      '-        -        ^  -    8 

Total,  .        •    .    •        -        •       *-        -    •  '  •-  !g 

J.  E.  DOUTHIT, 

Amfiani  Surgeon. 
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On  thp  above  rtfoH  Wftft-theifoIIowing  enclorsemeiit  f 

This  report  iras'lianded  in  by  General  Trimble  after  the  coipple- 
tion  of  my  report.  Some  portjions  of  it  may  require  explanation, 
bnt  time  is  not  sufficient  to  alter  mine,  already  delayed. 

"   '     R.  8.  EWELL. 
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COLONEL  WALKER'S  REPOR'P  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  .THE 
•  FOURTH  BRIGADE  AT  GAINES*  MILL. 

*  *  Hea4)quarters  Thirteenth  Yirginia»  > 

.     .  August  2,  1862.  5*. 

Lieutenant :6,  Campbell' Brown,        \ 

A.  ui.   General:    .      ^.  .     *      ^ 

In  cpmpUanoe  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  direct- 
ing me  to  report  the  operations  of '.the  fourth  brigade  at  the,battlo  of 
Gaines'  Mill,  fought  on  the  27th  of  June,  I'have  the  honor  to  report 
that  I  was  not  called  upon  to  take  commajid  of  the  brig|ide. until  after 
General  Elzey  was  wounded  late  in  the  evening,  and  that  I.kne^ 
nothing  of  the  movements  of  any.rergiment,  except  my  own,  prior  to 
that  time.  When  informed  thart  General  Elzey  had  been  woun.'^ed 
and  carried  from  the  field,  I  wentin  search , of  the  other. regiments  of 
the  brigade^but  General  Elzey's  aids  ■  having  all*been  killed  or 
woundedjT'^as  only  able  to*  find  the  thirty-first,  fifty-eighth,  and 
forty-fourth  Virginia.  These  regiments  remained  in  the.  action.unjil 
dafk,  when  I  directed' thetn  to  withdraw  to  Butler's  churqh  to  re^tand 
procure  amfcunition.  ,     ;  .  ,i 

The  next  morning,  the  remaining,  regiments  of  .the  brigade,  ,vrz.: 
the  twelfth  Georgia  and  the  twenty-fifth  and  fi fty- second  VirginiajO-e- 
poited  to  me,  they  having  been  detached  tbe  day  before,  bj  General 
Klzey  to, support  batteries.  '         ^  .        ; 

I- enclose,  the  report  of  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  each  regiment 
for  particulars  and  foi*  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  My  own  regiment, 
thirteenth  Virginia,  was  sent  forward  -as  skirmishers  in  the  morning 
and  killed  and  wounded  five  or  six  of  the  enemy  and  took  some  twenty- 
five  prisoners.  In*  the  evening  it  was  in  the  hottest  pf  the  fight  and 
both  officers  and%ien,  with  a  few  exceptiobs,  behaved  well  and  fought 
with  a  determination"  and  bravery  worthy  the  cause  in  which  wo  ^re 
'engaged.  The  Idss  of  the  regiment'in  kille'd  and  wounded  was^very 
'  heavy  in  proportion*  to  the^  number  origaged. .  'Only  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  w^iit  into  action,  'and  lof  that  number  one  faundrqdiipknd 
twelve  were  killed  and  wotmded.-  'Th'el?lo8s  in'Oompangr  officers^Yras 
plirticularly  he^vy^«and  is  the  best  evidenee«  of  the  gallant^aph%(  in 
which  they  discharged  their  duties,  fc    *      -    .  /J     i*      .  ./  •    H 

I  beg  leave  to.  add. my  humble  teatimpny  to  ,tha  gallantry  of.  pf^pt. 
Wm.  H.  Shearer,  .wl][or*wli8  inoVtaHy  it^ounded .  whilfe  bravel v  ejicoiur- 
'    aging  his  tnen.  *  Also^to  that  .o£^Captdin*'Gj»G..-Ca9ke| .  of  co^npiiny 
A;'*First*Lieuten«tnt*Fi»D.tSherrard^X)fia)Q^aQjs  K,)#Dd  LLeut^^nt 
^'  ptrait)'  of 'com^panytH,^  all  of  .whom  fell  iike  brave' .i^iul  trae  m^  at 
theiHposts.''  ••'-••'   !»  »i.t  **ji  ;o-,-.f^»»  i4  .   v i-  ,i»i  .         4i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very^respectfallyy^t'-?  «.*  -  ^i         ^ ■•<m» 
t  -.^  rr    .    .....    .     ,,..  ,  ii  r.4J,,<A.;WAl2K:BB^   ^ 

•  -  yColanihTMrte^njU^^if^inffl  M^ 


•  ■ 
GEKERAL    ftOOD'8   RBPOET    OP    BATTLE    OF    GAINES* 

•  <  !    .  MILL:  . 

.Headquarters  Texas  Brigade,  )  * 
*      •  •  •  '  . '       \       J^y  10,  1962.        J 

Major  J.  H.  Hill,  A.  A.  G,  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tife  following  'report  of  tbfe  paxt 
enacted  in  the  engag^ent  <^f*th6:27th'  ultimo,  near  Raines'  Mill,  by 
(his  brigade  :  *  .     ;     . . 

Arriving  on  th.e  field  between,  four  and -five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was 
ihfornred  by  Colonel  J.  M.  Jon69,;of  Gener^  E^JV^elPs  staff,  that,  his 
troops  were  hard  pressed  and  required  assitanc^.  Line  of  battle  was 
formed  at  once,  with  the  Halnpton'  legion,  Lieutenant  .Colonel  M.  M. 
Gary  comitaanding,  on  the  left,  wtthorders  to  gain  the  crest  of  the 
b'iirin  tbe  woods  and  hold  it,  which  they, did.-  Thjs  fifth  Texas,  C9I. 
J:"K  Robertson  commailding,  engaging  the.eneiny  on  the  right  of 
tbe  legion,  and  the  first  Texas^  Colonel  A>  Tr.  .Rainey  oommandingy 
on  the  rigHt  of  the  fifth  Texati.  The  brigade-moved gallantlyjforneajfd, 
ebon  becoto'ing  engaged  from  left  to  right.  The  battle  raged  with 
^eat  fury  all  alobg  the'liore  ii(^thei3e-nobletrodp9  pressed  .8.teadily  on, 
forcing  the  enemy  to. gradually  give  way.  Directing  in.  ..person  .the 
fourth'  Texas  regiment,  Colonel  Johur^  Marshall  .co^i^aiiding,  on 
"the  right  of  my  line;  they  ifrere  the  first  tr<]^ops:topierc^.  the,  strong 
litfe  of  .breastworks  occupied  by  the  enemy, •vwhichcaus.ed  great. con- 
.  fdsiou  in  their  ranks.  Here  the  eighteenth  •  Gfborgia„  Lieutenant 
Colonel  S.  L.'^Rtfffcom.nJanding,'  came  to  the  support  of  thei  fourth 
Texas* "^and  the  regiments  -pressed  on  ov£r-a(hotly...coptested.fieJd,  in- 
clinifig  from  right  to  left,  with*  the  fifth  Texas  on,  their^left,  taking  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  and  capturing*  fipurteen  (14)  pseces  of  ar- 
tillery, when  nighjjj  came'outand  further  puusuit  of'  the,  enemy. ceased. 
The  guns  were  captured  bj  the  •  fourth-^  Texas /aftd? eighteenth  , Geor- 
gia'an(Pa  regim'ent  was'takea  prisoners  by  the. fifth  Texas  regiment. 
*  In  *hi§  engagementjl  regret'to  report  the  Ipss-of  many  gallant  pffi- 
icers  and  *  men.  Am6ng  those- whoi.  fell^  either  killed^  or  mortally 
ifOuM^dj  were*  Colonel*  John  >Marshall,  Lieutenant  Colonel  .Warwick, 

*  Ciptaiiii  E.^».^Rytfn,  J.  W.  Hutche6on,^P;  P«  Porter,  T.  M.  Ow-en,' 
A.'A/€Kf  arid  Li^ttenaBls  R^iT.  Lambert,  iC.*Rich,rD,  L.  Jiutts„D. 
P..  Lyons,  T.  H.  I^lleman,  of  the^iburth  ««Iiexa4;  •X<iQ^t6nants.J^E. 

"  Chute  and  W?*Gl  Wallace,  of  ^he  fifth  Texas  ;J.Captain  B.  F.  Benton, 
first'  TextflB';  Li^utenainta-^L.  /A.  AfeGttUough^  T.  ^J...Cobn,  .^Thos. 
Dowdeir/pf^the  eighteenth  Georgia s  also,iMajojr  Key,  of  ,the  foyrth 
'Texas ;"  Col()nel  Raitfey,  of  the '.first*  Texas,  and  ,^qilQi\.fli  Robertgon, 
of-^he  fifth ^Texas,  received  •sevene' wounds.  wh^lennQbly  .disctvarging 
,  their  duty)  On  the  field  officers  of* the  fourth  Texas  being, killed  or 
wounded,  the  comraand*Qftb0regknentdeHb)'l^'On^pt.^(oH)|^  Major) 
W.  l^*'lFoVnfafrd,  '^hoMed  it  most  gallantly .1^ There  are  many  ofher 
tecrrf?  tjnd'men  distinguisffeii.'for  iheir  noble  deeds  ^"Q^fAAf^*  f^"^ 
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which  I  will  have  to  refer  >  yon  to  reports  in  .detail  of  regiAentd 
commanders.  Bnring  the  engagement,  most  efficient  senrice  was  ren- 
dered me  in  gallantly  leading- forward  troops  and  transporting  ordters 
by  Captain  W.  -H.  Sellers,  A.  A.  G. ;  Lieutenant  J«  T.  Hnnter,  of 
the  fourth  Texas*  A.  D.  C. ;  Colonel  J.  H.  Murray*  and  General  T. 
J.  Phapibex:s,  of  Texas,  and  Major  B*  H.  Blanton,  of  Kentucky  rol- 
onteer  aid-de-camp — Lieutenant  D.  L.  Sublett,  A.  D.^Q.>  being  or- 
dered to  remain  with  the  ordnagice  train.  I  a^so  it&e  great  pl^Sasare 
in  acknowledging  the  distinguished  services  rendered  me  by  Lieuten- 
ant James  Hamilton,  of  General^  Taylor's  staff.  As  to  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men,  one  and  all,  too  much  canno{  or  even  will  be  said 
in  their  praise  ,  .  , 

The  following  is  a  reca{>itttlation  of  casualties,  the  detailed  list  ac- 
companying report:  Killed,  eighty-nine;  wounded,  four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven ;  mi^#i^,  four. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully*,  your  obedient  servant,. 

J.  B,  HOOD, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Texas  Brigade, 


f  , 
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\ *'  .  KJIPO^T  OF,  BRIG-iDIER  GENERAL  WISE. . 

•  '*  Headquarters  op.  Brigade,  ) 

'       '^  •'  O^q^nV  .Farm,  7u/y  16;  1862.      t     ,  * 

*<»•<«',•'/,  "  •■  <*        *      ■         "^ 

Major.:  In  compliance  Tvith  tlie  request  of.  Major  General  HolmeSy, 
I  send  you  the  following  report,    .On  the  morning  of  the  30th  June  \ 
last,  my  ai3,  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Wise,  brought  me  a  verbal  mesanaga  ^ 
from  General  Holmes  .that  tie  was  advancing  to  oieet  the  .enemy  and 
inq.uiring   whether  I. could   join  him,  as  his  forcesiwere  ie^  and 
fatigued.     I  then  had  three  regiments  of  infantry,  the  faurth,.twenty- 
sizth  and  forty-sixth  Virginia  volunteers,  and  four  batteries-of  iight 
artillery,  under  strict  orders  to  guard  and  support  the  heavy  batteries 
at  Chaffin's  Blufif.     General.  Hqlme.8,  in  .tl^e  message  deli^red  to  me, 
disclaimed  giving  die  orders^  but  suggested  rather  that  he  needed  reia* 
forcementSy' and. enquired  whether  I  could  aid  him..   I  immediately 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  ordering  to  bis  command  -the  twenty- 
sixth,  Colonel  Page,  and  the  forty-sixth,  Colonel  Doke,  and  Andrew'a 
and  Rives'  batteries,  under  Major  Stark,  leaving  of  the^e  only  small 
camp  guards,  and  the  fb.urth  regiment  and  FrezMih's  and  Armistead'a  • 
batteries  to  guard  the  bluff.     On  the  SOth  of  June,  the  twenty-sixth 
regiment,  by  morning  report,^  had  thirty-one  officers,  seventy  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  privates  ;  the'*' 
forty-sixth  had  thirty- one  officers,  sixty-four  non-commJBsioned  offi- . . 
cers  and  t^ree  hundred  and  six  privates ;  and  twenty  privates  of  each 
for  g'uard.     The  total  of  .iiifantry  was  sixty-two  officers,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  non-commissioned  officers  and  six  hundred  and  twenty' 
privates;  aggregate  infwtry,  eight  hundred. and  fourteen.     Th^  ar- 
tillery corps  had  :  Company  A,  Captain  •  Andrews,  fojyir  pieces,  four* 
officers,  nine  non-commissioned  officers,  sixty-three  privates ;  company 
C,  Captain  Rives,  four  pieces,  ^woi  officers,  seven  non-commiAioned 
officers,  and  sixty-two  privates.     Total,  six   officers^  sixteen   non-' * 
commissioned  officers,^  and  one  htindred  anji  twenty-five  privates; 
making  in  all,  infantry  and  artillery,  the  aggregate  of  nine  hundred 
and  siixty-one   officers,  non-commissioned  officers  •and  privates.     I 
commanded  these  in  person,  and  was^attendejl  by  my  official  aid  ani 
two  volunteers — Lieutenant  J.  J.  Wise,  Captain  George  D.  WifiQ, 

Swho  acted  as  volunteer  aid  of  Geueral  Holmes,)  and  Lieutenant* 
Jarksdale  Warwick.  ' 

A»  early  as  possible  after.  GeneralHolmes  passed  with  bis  force,  I 
foUtwed,  and  repoi:ted  to  him  at  the  Drill  house,  hear  New  Market* 
There,  finding  President  Davis,  I,  submitted  my  action,  in  joining 
General  Holmes  without  orders^  to  him,  and,  he  approving,  I  «took ' 
orders 'from  General  Holmes.  He  posted  me  in  position  on  the  ex- 
trepe  right  of  the  high  groundtf  near  New  Market.  Bives'  battery, 
OQ^e  left,  wa«i  siipported  by  the  forty-sixth ;  Andrews',  on  the  right, 
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^I^the  f^nl]MU«lh.     In  this-pomtita  ir^remamadl  uaM  

wVance  ou  the  eveiiing  of  Ihe  30th.  « I  m^k  orderanif  to-fbUam^ 
brigade  of  Colonel  Daniel,  and  brough(»jip  the- rear, ^Trfaich  tbrevninA 
itn  the  extreme  rlgbt^^^n  the  River  road,  leadiBg'paet  Ma^lnHMHi  Hill 
^d  0wev  Tut'key  creek  bridge.  "  When  I  arrrved  in  'positttm  en  tbia 
•'Harrow  road,  I  foufid  k  bbstracted  by  BurroQgb^  cavatlry^  «fe;ch9^ 
4^r.ed  it  otit  of  the  way  ofa^raiy  iATantry,  so  that  i  might  jmn*mydiii» 
to  that  of  Colonel  Daniel's  infantry.  The  forty -fifth  North  Car0liM> 
^•eg-iifient,  f  am  infformedf  of  Colonel- DaniePs  command,  was  in  'jux- 
<liBipo6ition  to  my- twenty-sixth*  regiment.  Major.  BurrcwighB  moved 
4ii 3  cavalry  in  advance  of  my  position,  and  in  the  rear  of  ^he  ferty- 
€fth*  Nopth  Carolina  regiment.  There  was  a  corps  of  cavalry, 
Bafcer*^,  I»afti  told,  in  advance  of  that  of  Burroughs.  The  enemy 
commenced  a  heavy  shelling  of  the  road,,  and  of  the  open  field  on-*n\« 
right  and  left.  ^In  a  few  moments  *the  CHvalry,  said  to  bo  Baker's, 
wheeled  into  the  field  on-the  left,  rode  irregularly  around  that  field, 
and  in  a  short  timoicame  rapidly  past  the  infantry  in  the  road;  in  a 
few  momentf  more,  artillery  horses,  loose,  then  a  caisson,  and  then 
guns,  said  to  be  Branch's  battery,  came  stampeding,  in  wild  confu- 
sion, by  and  throiigh.my  line  ;  and  these  \ftere  followed,  in  confusion, 
by  the  regiment  next  to  the  twenty -sixth,  of  my  brigade,  said  to  be 
the  Corty-tifth  North  Carolina.  It  was  with  difficulty  my  men  could 
avoid  'serious  damagje  .by  this  wild  rout  of  cavalry,  artillery  and  in- 
fantry. But  I  am  proud  to  say  that^  bpth  of  my  regiments  and  mj 
artillery  maintained  their  pqsts  firmly,  without  a  man's  moving  until 
^ey  were  ordered.  This  position  was  on  the  road  where- thO'.River 
rbad  joins  the  Quaker  r  jad,  west  of  a.  branch  of  Turkey  creek>  witdi 
*f  wood  and  tifat  branch,  between  it  and  Malvern  Hill;  distapco  firom 
the  hill  about  six  hundred  yards,  with  the  woods  and  cr^ek  ihieflk. . 
j^ening.  •  . 

Late  in  the  evening,  I  was  ordered  back  to  take  position  where  the 
i^liver  road  joins  the  Long  Brijdge  ro^d,  andtheVe  my  .force  biviMiatked 
for  the  night ^iof'tbe  3iHh.  Un*the  riforningof  the  l«t  of  July,- 1  vfjts 
qrdere(^  again  to  take  position,'  as  at  first;  on  the  vight'of  the  higJh 
grounds  of  New  Market.  And  again**  later  in  theday,  I  was  ordered 
to  leave  the  front,  advancing 4ipon« the  enem^  ^own-the  river  rbad. 
I  was  halted  in  therroad,"in  front  of  CiirVs'^Necky^wiifa^^a  woodston  the 
left,  and  deployed  to  the  left,;aUgn.ed  in  the  woods.  There  my  artiU 
.  lery  was  posted,  north  of  the  open  field  where  the  Quaker  road  meets 
the  river  road.  ..  • 

Late  in  the  evenin'g  I  was  ordered  to  advance  with  my  inrTantry,^to 
jiount  the*fence  and  pass  the  field  in  double-quick.  When!  came  to 
the  field  I  was  again  halted,' and  *my  men  fell  back  into  the  edge  of 
1)|ie  woods  to  avoid  the  shells  of  the  gunboats.  In:a  short  time  I  ^as 
ordered  to  move,  and  passed  the  field,  until  I  came  up  to  the  fence 
dividing  it  from  the  Quaker  road,  '  This  brought  my  forces  to  within 
about*  four  hundred  and  fifty  or  five  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  the  woods,  swamp  and  creek  intervening,  and  it  being  quite 
dark.  .  * 

Before  this  advance  across  .the  field,  the  heavy^volleja  of  musketry 
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i«w  the  left  at  ftboiit  six,  P.  M.,  and  oontinaed  imtil  abovl 
P.  M.    Whilst  hj^ted  at  th^  Qmdcer  road,  the  cheers  of  t%0 
eombittants  were  distinctlj  lysard.  *        . 

'^    At  about  liine,  or  half-past  nine,  P.  il.y  I  wafl  ordered  to  fall  baok 
to  the  other  side  of  the  open  field.     I  waa  comiiianded  by  Major.  Geiv- 
eral  Holmea  in  persoQ»  and  bivouacked  with  him  in  that  field  on  the^ 
night  of  tike  lat  of  Julj.     Daring  the  night,  the  movementa  of  the 
ttaemy  retreating  were  distinctly  audible.  *     * 

A  drenching  rain  came  on  next  morning  and  flooded .  the  «9roods 
where  Qvr  men  slept,  and  we  wei^e  earlj  ordered  baok  to  where  the 
Bi?er  road  joina  the  Long  I^ridge  road.  Late  in  the  eyeniug  of  the 
Snd,  I  received  orders  from  General  Lee  to  return  co  thi^ost,  where 
I  have  since  remained.  The  accompanying  map  will  sho^  or  illus- 
trate my  report.  ,  #  .  . 
*                       Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A,  WISE, 

Brigadier  Gtneral,   . 


REPORT  OP  ADJUTANT  PEARCB,  ;. 

HBASttUARTERS  Chaffin's  Fakm,  JuIy  16,  18o3* 
To  Brigadier  Geneiral  Hbnrt  A.  Wise  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  force  you  left  here  withg  * 
on  the  morning  of  the  SOth  June,  as  follows : 

TwerUy-sixth  Virginia  regiment.  Colonel  P.  R.  Page — SI  officers,  70 
non-commiesioned  officers,  354  privates. 

Forly-sixth  Virginia  regiment^  Colcnel  R.  T:  W.  Duke — 31  officere; 
€4  non-comfnissioned  officers,  306  privates. 

ArliUery  carpSf  two  mnpanieSj  (^ajor  Stark.) — Company  Ay  Gaptaia 
Andrews — 4  pieces,  4  officers,  9  non-commissiened  officers,  63  pri- 
vates. Company  C,  ^ptain  Rives-r4  pieces,  2  officer^,  7  non- 
eommissioned  officers,  62  privates. 

Thiol — 68  commissioned  officers,  935  enlisted  mein. 

I  amp.  General,  very^respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMlES  H.  PBARCE,  A,  A.  0. 


SI 
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REPORT    OP    COLONEL  DitNIEL   OF    OPERATIONS    OP 
THIRD  BRIGADE. 

»  HsADQUiRTERS  BrIGADE,  Dep't  NoRTH  OaROUNA,  >      , 

Oamp  near  Petersburg,  July  16,  1868,      > 

Major  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutcmi  General,  D^^rtment  North  Carolina  : 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  just  received,  dated  July 
IGth,  1862^  have  the  honor  to  make, the  fallowing  report  of  the  op- 
erations of  jay  command,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  river : 

Agreeable  to  orders  from  Major  General  Hcrtmes,  I  left  Drewry's.. 
Bluff  on  the  29th,  with  my  command,  Ci)nsisting  of  my  own  regiment, 
the  forty.fiflh  North- Carolina  troops,  Colonel' Keenan's,  the  forty- 
third  North  Carolina  troops,  and  Colonel  Craton's,  the  fiftieth  Nprth 
Carolina  troops,  Brem's  and  Grahiim's  field  batteries,,  the  former  of 
six  and  the  latter  of  four  pieces,  and  Burrough's  battalion  of  cavalry, 
in  all  about  seventeen  hundred  effective  xifen,  and  crossed  the  James 
river  at  the  pontoon  bridges,  about  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  of  that  day, 
an dgpi camped  with  Walker's  brigade,  by  order  of  the  Major  General 
commanding,  on  the  Mill  road,  near  the  Newmarket  road 

The  next  day,  we  continued  the'  march,  at  an  early  hour,  following 
"  the  Newmarket  road,  leading  towards  the  enemy's  left,  and  arrived  upoa 
'  the  field  of  action  at  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.     Upon'gettirg  near  the 
field,  I  received   orders  from  General  Holmes  to  order  the  artillery- 
forward  to  the  fork  of  th^  road  in  front  of  us,  and  there  to  report  to 
Colonel  Deshler,  chief  of  ordnaiicjB,  and  to  order  Major  Burrx)ugh8, 
^ith  his  cavalry,  to  report  to  Colonel  Roeser,  and  to  halyny  infantry 
a  little  in  the  rear  of  the  forks  of  the  road,  b^  there  to  await  further 
•wders.     As  I  was  marching,  by  order  of  the  ueneral,  with  my  artil- 
lery in  front,  and  c*valry*in  rear,  I  directed  Captains  Graham  and 
'Brem  to  move  forward  and  report  to  Colonel  ♦)eshlcr,  and  did  not  se© 
these  batteries  any  more   until  I  saw   them^leaving  the  field,  when 
Captain  Graham's  battery  was   almost  completely  disorganized,  and 
•  with  two  pieces  and  two  caissons  less  tKan  when  it  loft  me.     This 
battery,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  left  the  field  without  proper  orders, 
and  in  great  disorder  as  will  be  seen  in  my  special  report,  handed  ia 
Bome  time  since. 

For  the  operations  of  Captain  Brena's  battery,  I  respectfully  refer 
you  to  his  report.  .       * 

At  the  time  that  I  ordered  these  batteries  to  report?  to 'Colonel 
D^hler,  I  ordered  Major  Burroughs,  through  a  staff  officer,  to  re- 
port to  Col.  Rosser  in  a  field  upon  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  rear 
of  ouj  position.  Seeing  Qolonel  Rosser  a  short  time  after  this,  and 
learning  that  he  would  move  Hls'pavalry  from  a  field  on  the  right  of 
the  road  to  the  left,  Vftd  in  front  of  us,  I  sent,  an  officer  to  direct 
Major  Burroughs  to  tjirn  into  the  field  on  the  left  instead  of  the  right. 
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Abotit  this  th^e^  tiie  gmibosts  opened  a  Tery  heavy  fire  Bpon  my  line.  "^ 
and  after  the  first  few  dUoharges,  the  oairalry  breathe  confnsect  ana 
partially  disorganized,  and  C(Mnmence(^  leaving  the  field  in  great  itsy 
•  order,  so  much  so  as  to  seriously  injure  some  of  the  inf&ntry,  by 
running  through  their  ranks.     After  this,  I  did  not  see  them  again,* 
as  they  were  placed  under  the  orders  of  ColcJnel  Rosser.  , 

The  posftion  oconpied  by  my  commaiid  was  in  the  road,  with  a  cnU 
tivatcd  field  intervening  between  it  and  the  river,  distant  from  nine, 
liuix^red  to  a  thgusand  yards,  with  an  open  field  in  froiit  of  the  cen- 
tre and  some  woods  opposite  the  extreme  right  and  left.  This  posi- 
tion was  reached  by  three  distinct  fires  from  the  gunboats  in  the  river, 
from  a  battery  in  front,  which  Colonel  Deshter,  chief  of  ordnance, 
thinks  had-  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns,  and  from  a  battery  th%t 
I  afterwards  u*nder8tood  was  firing  on  General  Longstreet's  command. 
The  road  being'worn  away  from  use,  presented  the  best  ccJver  from 
the  enemy's  fire.  I  therefore  directed  the  infantry  to  sit  down  in  the 
road  for  protection. 

During  the  stampede  of  the.  cavalry  and  artillery,  I  received  an 
order  from* General   Holmes,  to  send   him  an  infantry  regiment.     I 
immediately  ordered  my  regiment  to  proceed  to  the  point  desi»^nated, 
under-  command  of  Lieuteuant    Colonel   Morehead.     This   regiment . 
moved  ofi"  in  good  order,  but  warf  stoppied  by  the  rout  of  the  artillery, . 
which  almost  completely  blocked  up   the  road.  -  It  was  at  this  time,  , 
under  a  terrible  fire,  and  from* the  confusion  of  the  the  artillery,  und^ 
from  fear  of  btirig  run   ove'r   by  it,  it  left  the  road  in  some  disorder.  . 
Seeing  this,  I  proceeded  there  and  rallied^  it  ii|^  a  few  moments,  and  iff* 
then  marched  off  in  good  order  to  report  to  th^  General  commanding.  It , 
lost  two  killed  and  fourteen  wounded.     In  ad'lition  to  this,  there  were  •> 
several  others  seriously  hur.t,  by  being  run  over  by  the   cavalry  and 
artillery^  ♦         ^ 

During  the  stampede^  the  cavalry   and  .artillery,  the  forty-third  . 
and  fiftieth  regiments  ^nh.  becanJe   slightly  confuted,  but  were  soon  v 
rallied,  and   remained  j^eady  the   balance   of  the   evenintr.     In  the 
forty-thir<f,  there  was  fte'wound.d,  and  in   the  fiftieth,  there  were* 
seven  wounded.     These  ^ree  regiments  were  all  new,  and  behaved  . 
well  under  the  circumstances. 

Jfy  ?!tnfF'offic''is,  Mfi|©r  ^dmun-ton,  Captain  Bridger,  Lieutenants 
HariiUiond  and  Bond,  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery^  and  ^\ere  of 
great  ass i trance  t'o  me. 

In  a'diiition  to  this  list  of  casualties,  please  add  the  number  of  cas- 
ualties in  Brem's  bajtery.  *  -    .   ^ 

About  ten  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  marched  to  • 
the  rear  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  by  order  of.  the  Major  General  com-* 
manding,  to  find^ater  and  a  camping  ground.     The  following  even-  ; 
ing,  we  took  a  position  inline  of -battle,  nea%tte  position  occupied  .-, 
the  previous  evening,  and  remained  inline  of  .battle  all   night,  and. 
until  nine  ojp  ten  o'clock  the  next  mofning,  when  we  marched  some* 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  ^far,*by  order  of  the  Major  General  • 
commanding,  for  water  aAd  a'camping,ground.     That  evening,  about 
six  b'tiook,  we  received  orders  to "  march  immediately '  to  Drewry^s- 

DigitizedbyLjOOQlC  • 


as4 

Bli^    I  took  ftp  the  mtfoh  immediately,  reoroBsed  4ie  rirer  at  Am 
pontoon  bridge  early  in  the  mornings  and  reached  'Drewry's  JBluff 
^  about  half-past  eight,  A.  M.  ^  • 

I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully, 
'  Your  obedient  servant, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 
Colond  forty 'fifth  N.  C.  TVoops,  commanding  83  brigoii. 
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ttEPORT  OP   COLONEL  MANNING  O?    OPERATIONS  OP* 
FOURTH  BRIGADE. 

.  .        •  ^SADQUARTERS  FoURTH  BRIGADE,  DeP*T  N.  C,  ) 

Camp  i«e,  July  16,  1862.         J 
Major  Archer  Akderson,  ^.^.  CrMtfro/ :  # 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  Submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  during  the  recent  .engagements  in  front  of 
Richmond: 

Thnrsda^  night,  Jnne  86th,  orders  were  receiyed  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  the  fourth  brigade^  Brigadier  General  J.  G.  Walker  com* 
manding,  to  cross  the  James  riyer,  and  reinforce  Major  General  Huger's 
division.     The  brigade,  composed  of  the  third  Arkansas,  thirtieth  Vir-' 
ginia,  .  fifly-seyenth  Virginia,   twenty -seyenth  Norths  Carolina  and 
forty-sixth  North  Carolina  regiment8,*and  second  Georgia  battalion, 
Captains  French  and  Branch's  light  batteries  and  Captain  Goodwin's 
eayalry  company,  in  all  amounting  to  about  four  thousand  men  .and    - 
officers,  cjossed  the  pontoon  bridee  and  reached  General  Huger. about   . 
twelye  o'clock,  M,  on  Friday,  the  27th  June.    Whilst  with  General 
Huger's  division,  the  fifty-seyenth  regiment  Virginia,  volunteers  was 
relieved  from  duty  with  this  brigade,  and  in  its  place  Col.  R.  C.  Hill's 
forty-eighth  regimen^t  North  Carolina  troops  was  substituted.     Friday^ 
night,  the  brigade  was4»ordered  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  on  abridge, 
thrown  across  the  stream  by  the  enemy,  which  was  accomplished  by ' 
noon  Saturday,  and  the  command  moved  down  and  bivbuacked  on  the 
battle  field  of  the  day  before,  where  they  remained  until  Sunday  fkom^' 
ing,  when  orderft  came  to '  recross.  the  Chickahominy  and  repdtt  to 
Major  General  Huger  ili§ainf    The  troops  were  crossed  by  daylight 
Sunday  morning,  and  proceeded  ^t  once  to  General  Huger's  diyision. 

Orders  came  in  the  afj^moon  of  Sunday,  to  move  down  the  River 
road.  The  column  was  immediately  put  in  motion,  and,  after  an  ex- 
ceedingly fatiguing  march  reached  General  Holmes'  diviiMon  in  the 
evening,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pontoon  bridges  across  James  .river. 

Monday,  June  30th,  the  brigade  mpved  forward  about  fiye'.or  six 
miles,  ana  formed  line  of  battle  on  a  very  commanding  hill,  in  order 
to  check  the  reported  advance  of  the  enemy.  In  the  afternoon  of  Mon- 
day, the  brigade  was  advanced,  and  came  into  action  with  the  enemy, 
about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  A  heavy  fire  of  artillery  was  kept  up  be- 
tween a  section  of  Captain  French's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Cooper, 
a  section  of  Captain  Branch's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Martin,  and 
the  enemy's  numerous  batteries,  advantageously  posted  on  Malvern 
Hill.  Unfortunately,  our  troops  were  under  the  range  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats,  which  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  with  guns  of  the  heaviest 
calibre,  with  extraordinary  precision.  The  firing  ceased  before  dark,  ' 
except  an  occasional  shot,  and  about  nine  o'clock,  the  command  re- 
turned to  its^original  position.  Notwithstanding  the  exceedingly  heavy 
fire  the  biigade  was  exposed  to  during  the  evening  of  the^th,  cpm-^ 
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*  paratively  few  casualties  oconred,  twenty  men  ^?ing  beeni  wounded, 
noae  of  whom  has-since  died.  During  the  greater' part  of  Tuesday  the 
r  Ist  July,  the  b]:igade  refaained  in  line  of  battle  on  Warren's  Hill.    In 

;the  afternoon  an  advance  was  ord^red^  the.  command  moved  forward 
(Mn  line  of  battle,  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  they  wer^  halted  and  re- 

•maiiied  in  line  daring  the^night. 

It  is  proper  to  state  Lore,  that, the  brigade  General  commanding 
'  met*witj|a  painful  accident  on  Tuesday  evening,  which  incapacitated 

hinx  to  retain  command  of  the  brigade,  and,  as  senit>r  colonel,  I  was 

assigned  to  command.     On  Wednesday  evening,  at  five Volock,  orders 

*  were  received  for  the  brigade  to  move  back  to  Drewry's  Bluff. '  After 
a  fatiguing  march  through  a  drenching  rain  and  muddy  roads,  we 

.  reached  the  blufiF  safely  by  daylight,  Thursday  morning.'  With  few 
exceptions  the  conduct  of  o£Soers  and  men,  both  on  the  march  and  in 
.  action,  was  everything  that  could  be  desired. 

« .   List  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  fourth  brigade,  in  action  Monday 
evening,  June-SOth,  1862:        ^  / 

Third  Arkansas  regiment,  one  wounded  slightly.    * 

Thirtieth  Virginia  regiment,  fiv«f  wounded,  one  since  dead. 

Twenty-seventh  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,- six  wounded. 

Forty-sixth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  none.  % 

Forty-eighth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  none. 

Second  Georgia  battalion,  none. 

French's  battery,  seven  wounded,  "thfee  severely. 

*  Branch's  battery,  one  wounded  slightly.  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  MANNING, 
Colonel,  commoTiding  Fourth  Brigadi. 
Oljcial : 

W.  A,  Smith/ ^.  A.  General, 


Digitized  by  VsOOQIC 


GENERAL  BIPLETS  REPORT  OF  APVANCE  ON  ISta  OB 

JUNE. 

HUADQXJARTERS  BrIGADE,     '  > 

.       ^  Turner's  Fkld,  June  16,   1862.  J 

Captain  G.  M.  Xovel,  .  ^  ^ 

H    J  jissistaiit  AdjutarU,  General^  in  Right  Wtng  :^ 

•  Captain  :  I  have  the  hofftr  *to  report   that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
froitffclhe  headquarters  of  the  right  wing,  I  caused  a  line  of  ^skirm'ishert 
to^beformed  across  the  front  occupied  by  lluger's  division,  composed 
a»-follow8  :*»  Colonel   Stokes,  "first  North  Carolina  voliyateers,  en  the 
righfr;  Colonel  Gastoq  Meares,»third  Uorth  Carolina  volunteers,  iiKthe 
cc^ivtS!^,  and'  Oodonel  .Smith;  forty-fcwirth  Georgia   regiment,  on  the- 
left;  extending  from  White  Oak  2Swamp,  across  the  Williamsburg  road, 
to  the  York  River  i*ailroad»     Each  regiment  threw  out  from  three  to 
^ijC4;ompanies  of  skirmishers,  the  remaii(^der  being,  under  orders  of  their 
respective  colonels; 'in  reserve:     Colonel  Gfcson's  forty-eighth  Geor- 
gia regiment  was  held  in  •readiness  for  such   service'  as  required. 
Soon   afteitthree  o^c}o/;k,  the  -line  of  skirmishers  advanced  alon^  the 
whole  front,   driving  in  Jthe  enemy's  pickets  to   close  proximity  of 
their  camps.     Colonel  Stokes  eiieountered  the  diflSctflt  ground  of  th^ 
swamp;  Which  prewnted  a  rapid  advance,  but  drove  in  the  pickets, 
capturing  one  captain  and  two  privartes  of  the  enemy.     Colonel  Moares 
adiianced  in  th«  centre,  to  the  battleground  of  the  Seven  Fines^tp 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yardfe  of  the  enemy's  ^^rks,  which  they 
appear  to  have  strengthened,  but  which  are  not,  as  yet,  armej^  with 
artillery.   .  Colonel  Meares  was  reinforced  b^  ColoneJ  Gibson'%  regi- 
ment during  his  advance.     Colonel  Smith's  pushed  the  enemy  back 
to  the  abattis,  covering  the  field  in  vicinity  of  the  enemy.'s  works,  near 
the  Williamsburg  road,  and  drove  back'  his  pickets  near  the  railroad. 
A  heavy  storpi  of  rain  prevailing  from  the  time  of  the  advance  until 
nightfall,  prevented  an  accurate  reconnoissance.     The  enemy,  how- 
ever, was  in  force  behind  hi^  lines,  and,  although  his  pickets  gava 
^ack  readily,  appeared  willing  to  give  battle  in  position.    "The  ad- 
vance positions  were  held  until  near  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  the  line  of  skirmishers  was  slightly  withdrawn, 
and  the  reserves  of  the  different  regiments  held  in  hand.     During  the^ 
night   some  .picket   firing    occurred,  and   this  morning,  about  four 
o'clock,  Colonel  Smith's  regiment  was   threatened  by  a  force  of  in- 
fantry, artillery  and  cavalry,   ^t  about  nine  o'clock,  the  force  .was 
withdrawn  from  the  front,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  North  Car- 
olina'and  forty-eighth   Georgia  regiments,  which  "held  the  advance 
line  of  pickets.     We  captured,  altogether,  c^e  captain  and  ten  pri*> 
vates,  four  of  the  latter  being  wounded.     Colonel  Smith  recovered 
twenty  ^and  of  arms  from  fhe  battle-field. 

Our  loss  consisted  of  Third  Lieutenant  Ware  an^  private  S.  3« 
'  Bankin,*captnredJ  and  private  Dardy  Johnspn,  killed,  of  the  eavalry. 


SS8 

Md  two  prirates  killed,  and  four  wodnded,  of  tlie  forty-fonrth  Geor- 
^a  regipent. .  Some  six  of  the  first  Nofth  Qaralina  Tolanteera  i^ere 
misaiDg  last  night,  having  beea  lost  in  the  swamp.  AH  but  three, 
kowever,  have  returned,  atid  it  is  hoped  that  all  will  be  present  before 
nightfall. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obdHient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY,  JJrtgoiier  Gcnenrf.w 


•• 
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REPORT  ORGENERAL  PftYOR  OF  OPERATIONS  bF  FIFT^ 
-       I    •  *    .     •     .   BRIGADE.  ^ 

.        .  .   •    '        •  •• 

r  *  Headquartcrs  Fifth  Brigade,  'Julyk^;'\S(i2, 

Major  SoRELLy  A.  A.  General : 

Major  :  I  beg  to  Biibmit  tho  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  fifth  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  around  Richmond  : 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  June,  I  was  directed 
by  ^aj^r  General  Longstreet  to  relieve  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Col- 
quitt, in  its  advanced  position  on  the  Md  of  the  day's  Bght:  Ez« 
pecting  the'enemy- to  renew  the  coml^at  in  the  morning,  I  d loosed 
my  regiment  in  soch  manner  as  to  prev^snt  a  surprise,  to*  resiiC  an 
aaaault  and  to  reinforce  Featherston,  whom  a  march  byt  the  left  flank 
had  plaoed  in  mytfront.  Maurin's  battery  I  po'sted  on  an  elevation 
in  the  rear,  whence  it  might  fire  without  affecting  our  men,  and  yet 
attain  the  enemy,  who  occupied  another  eminence  across  Beaver  Dam 
creek;.  Scarcely  had  I  completed  my  arrangements,  when,  by  the 
light  of  the  earliest  dawn,  the  enemy  began  the  attack.  Featherston 
being  in  advance,  received  .the  first  shock.  As  rapidly  as  possiflle,  I 
hurried  my  troops  to  his  assistance.  We  assumed  the  aggressive, 
and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance  of  two  hours,  the  dnemy  were 
pushed  back  until  our  brigades  were  prepared  to  pursue  them  across 
Beaver  lUntcreelC  But  GenerarWilcoz  arrived  meantime  with  bin 
brigade,  end  determined. not  to  take  this  step  Until  a  bridge  could  be 
constr acted  for  the  passage  of  the  artillery.  While  we  were  engaged 
in  that  business,  Major  General  Longstreet  came  up,  an^ assumed 
personal  direction  of  our  movements.  ^ 

In  this  affair  at  Ellysou's  mill,  my  command  sustained  considerable 
loss.  The  battalion  of  Lieutenant  Golohel  Goppens,  and  the  third 
raiment  Virginia  volunteers,  were  especially  distinguished. 

Arriving  at  Hogan'e  house,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  I  was  directed 
by  Msjor  Geiroral  Longstreet  to  conduct  my  brigade  as  an  advanced 
guard.  I  had  not  proceeded  fiiore  thsn  a  mile,  .when  the  enemy  were 
observed- in  the  woods  on  Dr.  Gaines'  farm.  I  detached*afew  compa* 
nies  to  drive  in  his  nearest  skirmishers  and  to  dislodge  his  sharp- 
shooters  from  their  cover.  This  was  effected  without  much  difficulty^ 
A  line  of  skirmishers,  extending  along  the  entire  front  of  the  woods 
in  rear  of  .Dr.  Gaipes'  house,  discovered  to  me  the  position  in  which 
the  enemy  had  resolved  to  offer  battle.  •  Of  this  position,  about  eleven 
o'clock,  I  attempted  a  reconnoiasAce.  1  deployed  my  entire  brigade,  - 
vnder  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery  over  the  river,  and  ad- 
Taneed  across  the  field,  a  didtance  of  a  half  mile,»tb  within  range  i>f 
the  enemy's  infantry.  I  found  him  in  very  great  force.  A  few  hours 
after^rds,  Captain  Meade,  of  Major  General  Longstreet's  .staff,  de- 
livered me  an  order  to  engage  the  enemy.  Immediately  I  moved 
from  my  pesition  at  Gaines',  house,  straight  for^rd  to  the  wood  in 
whioh  the  enemy  was  concealed.     Ascen£ng  the  hill  in  fi^nt  of  his 
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position,  my  men  were"  staggered  by  *a- terrific  volley^,  at  the  sametitne 
that  they  sttffered  severely  Worn  the  battery  aero??  the  Ohickahominy. 
Twas  compelled  to  retire  them  t(y  the  (fever  of  a  rAviiic  in  ray  rear. 
After  the  lap3e  of  a  few  moments,  I  kgaih  moved  them  *for\\'ard,  and 
again  they  encounte^-ed  a  fire  which.it  was  impossible  to  endure.  This 
time,  however,  they  were  not  arrested  before  (ney^aM  rushed  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  where  the  enerSy  lay:  In  tiiese  assaults,  T^'us* 
tained  a  .very  great  loss — as  much,  almost,  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
as  from  his  infantry  fire.  A  single  shell  killied  and  disabled  eleven  of 
my  men.  Meanwhile,  Wilcox  had  come  to  my  assistance.  Then 
Featherston  and  Pickett  appeared.^ 

Forming  line  on  the  acclivity  of  the  hill  which  screened  us  ffbttithe  • 
ehemyl  we  moved  forward,  'but,  for  several  minutes  of  gainful  sus- 
pense; we  were  held  in  check  by  the  deadly  volleys  poured  upori  us. 
At  ftist,  with  a  terrific  yell, f  our  brave  men  rushed  down  the  hiH, 
leaped  the  diteh*,  and  drove  the. enemy  from  his  position  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Emerging  from  the  woods-,  they-  encountered  an 
awful  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the  batteries  in  the  field  before 
them.  "Nevertheless,  they  pressed  on,  drove  the  enemy,  from  his 
second  line,  and  captured  his  artillery.  So  the. field  was  won.  In 
'  this  brilliant  fight  my  brigade  bore  a  not  unworthy  part.  Althdugh 
thejrhad  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  from  the  earliest  dawn,  and 
had  already  suflFerod  serious  losses,  they  were  not  behind  the  foremost 
in' the  final  victorious  charge. 

At  iFrazier's  farm,  the  position  of  my  brigade  was  indicated  by* 
yourself.  About  four  o'clock-,  [  received  an  order -from  Ma^r  Grene- 
ral  Longstreotto  go  into  the  fight.  At  once  I  moved  in  line  towards 
the  field,  but  the  wood  and  other  obstructions  forced  me  to  form  col- 
umn an(^tond  my  regiments  in  successively.  Arriving  on  the  field, 
I  discovcnRl  that  the  brigade  on  my  right  had  been  repulsed,  and  that 
my  command  were  e3^posed  to  a  destructive  £re  on  the  flank  as  well 
as  in  front.  Nevertheless,  they  stood  their  ground,  and  sustained  the 
unequal  combat  until  reinforced  by  the  brigade  of  Oeneral  Gre§g. 
We  did  not  return  to  our  original  position  until  the  enemy  had  aban-' 
doned  the  field,  and  surrendered  his  artillery  into  our  poss'ession.  In 
this  engagement  my  loss  was  uncommonly  heavy — in  officers  as  well 
as  men.  The  fourteenth  Alabama,  bearing  the  bruat  of  the  struggle, 
was  nearly  annihilated.  I  crossed  the  Ohickahominy,  on  the  26th, 
^ith  one  thousand  four  hundred  men.  In  the  fights  that  followed,  I 
su^ered  a  loss  of  eig^t  hujidr^d  and  forty-nine  kilkd  and  wnundedf 
and  eleven  missing.  In  a  report  which  I  had  the '  honor  to  submit 
some  days  ago,  I  distinguished  the  officers  whom  I  thought  worthy  of 
•  promotion.'  I  will  only  add,  now^  mat  Captain  Manrin,  of  the  Don- 
aldsonviHe  artillery,  attached  to  my  brigade,  exhibited  himself  a  most 
courageous  and  capable  officer. 

I  am  Major,  very  respectfully,  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR, 
1^  Brigadier  Gtiural  commanding. 
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REPORT   OF    COLONEL  .STRANGE   OF    OPERATIONS   OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE  IN  BATTLE  OF  *GAINES'  MILL. 


Headquartebs^Third  Brigade,  Second  I^ivisiok, 
.  '  June  15,  18C2. 


I. 


To  Major  G.  M.  Sorrel,  ,  ^         .  '   . 
A,  A,  Genergl:. 

Major:  In  obedience  to.«order8  'from  headqiiarterfl,  I  respectfully 
ftubpi^'a  report  of  tbe  part  taken  in  the  batflq  of  Gaines'. Mill,  Friday, 
«^iUie  27th,  1662,  by  this  brigade.  ,  The  report  should  not  have  been 
go  long  defayed,  but  for.  the.  £act  that,  in  three  instances,  regiments 
■were  left  without  a^  field  officer^  and  several  instances  occuwed  where 
eompanies  were  left  without  a  single  ofiScer,  thu^  causing  unavoidable 
delay  in  the  regi mental  reports :  .  .      * 

The  brigade:  reached  Gaines' Mill  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  * 
jrjas  imVediatdy  led  |o  the  right  in  t}ie .  direction  of  heavy  firing. 
Passing" through  wood8,»we\soon  reached  a  large  open  undulating  field, 
iwJLth  heavy  timber  on  all  sides,  Tjherp  wo  were  formed. in  line  of  bat- 
tle, .and  awaited  a'few  minut(tsjt.he  approach  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
momentarily  eicpected,  as  they  were  exactly  in  our  front.  Finding 
they  wduld  not  advance,  General  Pickett  ordered  tke  brigade  to  ad- 
vance^ which  'it  did  la  good  c^der  and.  at  a  'doi»ble-quick,  until  it 
leached  the  brow  of  the  hill>  about  seventy  yards  in  front  of  the  cq- 
-trenched  enemy.  .  Here  .the  firing  became  so  fearful  that,  the  men 
threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  and  commenced  returning  the  fife 
with  spirit.  Seeing  the  ineqaahty  of  the  contest,  a  ''^harge  was 
t>rdered,  which  was  obeyed  with  promptness.  Here  our  gallant  general 
(Pickett)  felly  .badly  wounded^  while  nobly  urging  on  our  boys. 
Colonel  Withers,  was  also  badly  .wounded,  at  the.  head  of  his  regi- 
ment, and .  Colonel .  Hunton  was  sick,  though. he  did  not  leave  the 
field,  I.  understood  after^ard^,  the  command  thus  devolving  upon  me 
eTen  before  I  was  awAi:e  of  it.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  a  triple 
.T<fw  of  defences,. (first,  from  a' deep  ditch;  second,  from  an  abattis  just 
beyond,  and  third,  from  the  last  line  of  defence,  a  barricade  ^jpon  the 
top  of  the  hill.)  The  brigade  captured  a  battery  of  splenf!iu  Parrott 
guna,  and  several  hundred  prisoners.  .The  long^ists  of  killed  ani 
wounded  will  sh6w  the  determined, manner  in  Avhich  the  brigade  con- 
ducted itself.  Wo  were  relieved  about  dark  and  went  back  about 
.three-quarters .of  a  mile,  where  we  bivouacked. 

The  brigade  entered  the  battl^ith  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-one  men  and  officers,  (1,481,)  and  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,^ 
four  hundred  and  twenty-six,  (426,)  including  for ty-oije  (41)  officers.* 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  fhe  men  and  officers  for 

their  gallant  conduct  upon  this  occasion,  and  it  is  hard  to  discrimi* 

.nate  wh^re  bo  many  deported  themselves  so  well;  yet  there  are  aTfeV 

caaea  whichiipannot  pass  without  honorable  mention.  Among  the  most 

deserving,  I  submit  the  cases  of  those  who  acted  pre-eminently  brave. 


/ 


Lievtenanta  HotcbersoB  an^  J.  Thomas  Green,  eighili  Yii^inia  regi- 
ment, Lieutenant  J>  D.-  Mclntre,  of  the  nmeteenth  Vir^nia,  acted 
with  tt  coolaess  and  bravery  never  sucpassed.  Captain  Boyd,  Lieu- 
tenant Shepherd,  and  Sergeant  Gilmer,  of  the  nineteenth  Virginia^ 
also, acted,  with  conspicuous  bravq,ry..-- Sergeant  Gilmer,  whilQ  nr^g 
his  men  ove^  the  breastworks,  and  calling  upon  them  to  follow  their 
colpnel,  and  to  remember  *'  Butler,"  Tq^l,  b&dlj  wounded^  Also,  Colqi;. 
Corporal  Lee,  of  the  twenty -«ighth.^yirginiay  and  Captain- Jefress,  of 
thp  fifty'sixth,  behaved  widi  mkrkdd  -  bravery .  Privates  Thaeker, 
company  "  G,"  and,  Henry .  Melto^n,  pompany.  "  F/'..ninoteenth  Vir- 
ginia,  deserve  noticed  .         .*  .        ^ 

I  omitted  tp  state  that  &  good  mpnj  of.  the  brigade  did  not  Kear^the  • 
order  to  *'  halt,"  when  given,  and  kept  on  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
foe.  .When  about  six^hundred  yards  .fi;o|n  our  advanced  llhes,  theqie^ 
who  were  joined  bj.ma.ny  stragglfirsfrpm  other  brigades,  were  charged, 
by  a  squadron  of  United  States  qavalry ;  I^ut  our  bays,  though  scaW 
tercd  in  every  direction,. waited  until,  they  approached  within. abo\it 
seventy.five  yards^  when  a  Volley  caused  them  to  bceak  and  flyia 
all  directions,  leaving  many  men  and  horses^dead  *upon  tbte  fi^dU 
They  did  not  attempt  a  second  charge.        ,  :  v 

Respectfully;  your  o)i)^ient  servant,  •        *  e 

"  .^,JOHN  B/STRANGP, .   ..,1 

Colonel,  commandirtg. 


i 
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REPOB^T  OF   COLONEL  -STRANGE  -OP.  OPERATIONS  OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE  IN  THE  BATTLE  OP  JUNE  30,  1863. 


•  ,       Headquarters  TiiiRi>  Brigade',  Second  Division, 


I 


"July  15;  1863. 


'■■I: 


&fajoT  Q.  M.  Sorrel,  * 


•  \ 


Asmiant.Adjvtant  General: 

Major:  I'liave  the  bono/ to  report  tEe  operations  of- the  third 
brigade  in  the  ^engagement  of  Monday,  June  SO, '1862. 

It  wift  brought  up  confronting  the^iiemy^on  the  Darbytown  road, 
in^lino  of  •J>attleJ  about' four*  P.' M.,  tinder  command  of  ^olonel  Huh- 
ton,  eighth*  regiment  Virginia' volunteers;  was  tj|en  halted  and 
drdered  fo  lie  down,  while  skirmishers'were  thrown*  forward  to  ascer^ 
tiin*the' 'exact  position  of* the  enemy's  fofces.  'Soon  after,' Captain 
Bearing's*  battery  *6ame  into  position  directly  in*  front  of  us,  and 
opened  with  sucb  a  destructive  fire  fhat  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
was  soon  foVced  to'^retiro  to  another  position,' leafing,  as  it  afterwards 
.  appeared,  a  limber  upon  the  field.  "^  We  weTe  th|p  exposed  to  a  most 
furious  cannonade  for  an'  hour  or  more,  sustaining,  however,  but  lit- 
tle damage.  About  five  o^clock,  Colonel  Ilunton  gave  the^  order  to 
charge^  to  whfch  the  respective  regiments  responded  with  alacrity; 
but  after  proceeding' across  an  open  G'eld,  exposed  to  grape  and  shell, 
we  entered  a  skirt  of  woods,  where"  we  wero  halted  and  then  or- 
dered to  maicb  by  the  right  flank,  which  was  done,  until  the  brigade 
had  crossed  to  the  right  of  the  Darbytown'  road,  when  we  changed 
direcfion  to  the  front,  but  over  such  broken  ground  and  through  an 
almost  impassable  marsh,  as  well  ad  encountering  a  brigade,  iu  full 
retreat,  ^hich  forced  its  way  through  our  ranks,  that  the  command 
was  thrown  into*  confusAn.  After  passing  through  the  marsh,  the  , 
Ifiie  was  again  formed;  but  before  starting  forward,  a  column  of  the 
enemy,  posted  in  the  woods  on  oar  right  flank,  opened  fire  upon  us, 
while  the  batteries  threw  a  shower  of  grape  into  us  through  the  open 
field  in  front,  to  avoid  whieh,  and  gain  cover,  we  marched  by  the  left 
flank,  by  order  of  Colonel  Strange,  who,  at  this  point,  took  command,  ' 
by  request  of  General  Pickett's  aids,  as  Colonel  Hunton  had  become 

Sirated  from  the  oomn^aiid,  not  being  able  to  keep  up  on  account  of 
auation,  proceeding  from  his  enfeebled  condition,  to  appoint'  of 
woods  which  afforded  shelter,  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  I  then  ordered  the  brigade  forward  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, under  cover  of.  this  wood,  ai^  on  emerging  ttom  it,  discovered  a 
large  force  approaching  one  of  tne  batteries,  which  seemed  deserted. 
Thinking  our  forces  were  in  the  wood  in  front  engaging  the  enemy  ^  as  . 
there  was  hot  firfng  there,  I  assuiped  t£at  these  in  their  rear  were 
friends,  xtttii  convinced^^to  the  con^tracy  by  the  open,  honest  display 
of-tIie'**old  flag*;  ""'^bereupon  I  ordered  a  fire  and  a  charge,  drove 
them  from  the  battery  back  to  their  liiie'in  the  woodi^  beyond.  I  re- 
grot,  though,  that  in  this  fire,  we  had  to  kriniearly  all' the  fine  horses 
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attached  to  t^^  battery.  Upon  capturing  this  battery,  Adjutant  Mc-  » 
Cullock,  of  the  eighteentli' regiment 'Virginia  volunteers,  asked  my 
permission  to  turn  the  guns  on  the  retreating  enemy';  but  being  sat- 
isfied that  we  h&d  friends  in  front,  and  not  knowing  the  exact  posi- 
tion, I  prohibited  it  for  fear  of  doing  more  damage' to  our  own  troops 
than  to  the. enemy.  I  gavo  permission  afterwards,  just  before  dtrk, 
to  turn  the  guns  upon  the  foo,  which'' was  done,  and  a  continuous  fire 
kept  up  uutil  iibout  half  past  eight,  V.  'Mt,  when  ifight  closed  th^ 
conflict.  •  •    •  ^         •    .  • 

'  Among  thoae  whose  names  deserve  speci  il  mention  for  courage  and 
daring,  I  find  commeaded  by  their  comiftanders  : 
*  'Adjutant  R.  McCulloek," Lieutenant  company  *B,  eighteenth  reg- 
iment  Virginia  volunteers  ;'ex-LieuteQant  Richafd".  Fe^gflson^volun- 
teer,  same  c(^mand.*    *        ^    "  '      *  "'  ^* 

Private?  Jo%i    Lightnor,  company  13, ' -Bowyer,  'company  F, 

N.  W.  Herrldon,*company  F,'Winiam'Campbell,  company*  F,  nine-- 
teenth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers.  '  ->-.,, 

Lieutenant  J.  W.  Jones,  company  n,  fifty- sixth* regiment  Virginia  " 
volunteers.  '        '  *  ' 

Private  Royall  Lockett,  company  Xr,  fifty-sixth  fegimeftt  Virginia 
volunteers.  #        ^  **    . 

1  would  also  bring  to  your  notice  the  name  of  *Oaptain  Charles 
Pickett,  A.  A.  G.,  who  acted  with-  the  most  conspicuous  gallantry, 
carrying  a  flag  by  my  side  at  the'  head  of* the  brigade,'  on  foot,  (hav- 
ing lost  his  horse,)  and  urging  forward — all  the  timd*  forward — until 
shot  down,  seriously  wounded,  and  then  begging  those  who  went  t« 
bear  him  off  the  field,  to  leave  him  and  go  to  the  front,  if  they  could 
not  carry  him  off  conveniently,  but  to  leave  hiim  his  flag,  which  he 
still  held,  rfhd  let  him  die  there  under  its  folds.  Lieutenant  Sjmon* 
ton,  volunteer  aid,  also  acted  with  a'  bravery  and  coolness  seldom 
equaled.  His  horse  was  sBot  down  early  in  the  action,  but  still  he 
exposed  himself  to  every  danger,  rallying  •etreating  troops,  strag- 
glers, &c.,  and  in  every  woy  rendering  the  most  eflScient  service.  •" 
The  brfgale  carried  into  action  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three 
muskets,  and  of  this  .sm  ill  number  the  lo?s  was  two  hundreil  and 
twenty-eight,  including  four  officers  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  as 
by  the  accompanyinj;  table  showing  the  loss  of  each  regiment. 

I  would  respectfully  8u;2;gest  that  more  d'^finite  instructions  be 
given  to  aids  m  regard' to  the  delivery  of  ord^ers,  so  as  to  ensure  their 
lrec*eption  through  the  proper  authorities.  A  failure  to  observe  tbia 
rale  often  creates  much  confusion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       •  •      JOHN  B.  STRANGE, 

Cohnet,  commanding. 
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GENERAL  WILCOX^S  REPORT  OF   BATTLE  OF  |pNE  27, 

■  186.2.     .     .  •  .  #•       * 

•    •     •    ^ . 

HcA^L'ARTBnB  Fourth  Brigade,  Longstreet's  Division,  ; 

July  13,  ^862.    .      • 

Major  G-M.  Sorral,  A.  A.   General: 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  'fallowing  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fridaj,  the  27th  ultimo : 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th'  ultimo,  the  brigade,  in  common 
with'the/other  brigades  of  tbe  division,  moved  from  camp  on  the^ 
Charles  City  road  across  to  the  Mechanicsville  turngike.  '  Here,  the 
division  wa^ halted  arid  remained  until  nearly  (^ark.  •  While  resting 
on  this  road,' and  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three,  P.  M.,  artil- 
lery'was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  *  This  fire  contin- 
ued with  more  or  less  viyacity  till  nearly  dark,  during  much  of  which 
tiiEQjpusketry  ^as  also  heard. 

^Nror  dark,  the  division  moved •down^  the  turnpike,  crossed  the 
Chrckahominy,  and  bivoifticked  for  the  night  at  aa^l  near  Metlianics- 
ville,  the  eaelny  having  beei\ driven  ,from  the  iipn\ediate  vicinity  of 
this  place.  At  dawn  of  day,  jjie  foHo-wing  morning,  (Fridiy,)  the 
enemy  opened  fire  ^ith  their  artillery,  and  continued,  for  more  than 
an  hour,*  throwing  ^hot  and  shell  into  oujr  camp,  without,  however, 
causing  serious  inconvenience,  or  inflicting  any  loss. 

At  sunrise,!  was  ordered^  by  the  Major  General  coraraanling.  to 
move,  with  my  brigade,  across  an  open  field,  down  the  Chickahoininy, 
to  the  support  of  Generals  Pryor  and  Featherston,  distant  about 
a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  engaged  at  the  time  in  a  brisk 
skirmish  with  the  enemy.  Arriving  at  the  posiiron  occupied  by  the 
brigades'of  Pryor  and  Featherston,  I  found,  them  on  the  crest  of  a 
ridge,  in. a  pine  woods  ;  in  front  of  theru  a  ravine,  through  whicli  ran  ^ 
a  small  stream,  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  with  tha  Mechanicsville 
turnpike.  This  stream  was  reported  }k*»  impracticai»!e  for  infjiutry.  . 
The  enemy  were  seen  in  rifle-piti^,  and  behind  tretM  on  i^ic  cr^»st  of 
hills  that  rose  rather  abruptly  from  the  fjr  sido  of  tliis  Ftroa  a.  anl 
were  at  the .  tiii^e  delivering  a  well-directed  and  brink  five  upon 
our  troops..  Halting  my  brigade  in  rear  of  Pry  or  and  reaihirsloii,  I 
directed  a  company  of  the  eighth  Altil>ama  to  be  deployed  as  skir- 
mish'^rs  into  the  woods  skirticg  the  Chickaharainy,  to  the  righr,,  and 
the  tenth  Alabama  was  moved  to  the  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  po- 
wtions  of  Pryoc  and  Featherston,  and  formed,  in  the  woods  on  the 
bank  of  th^a  little  streaip  above  referred  to.  Neither  the  skirmishers. 
nor  the  tenth  Alab|ir|pa  met  any  of  the  enemy.  A  battery  of  artil- 
lery was  no ^  ordered  inl^. position,  on  the  ridge  where  the  two  ad- 
vanced brigades  were  then^ander*  fire  of  the  euemy's^sharpahooters. 
This  battery  opened  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy^.  The 
Thomas  artillery,  Captain  Anderson,  of  my  bri^dQ,  was  also  placed' 
in  battery,  and  commenced  a  fire  oC  shot  and  shell  upon' the  enemy's 
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infantry,  who  were  soon  dispersed.  The  Thomas  artillery  fired  of 
shot  and  |^ell  one  hundred  and  fifty  roonds,  losing  one  man  killed  bj 
theelioqay's  sharpshooterSy  while  gallantly  doing  his  duty,  Gorporsd 
Bart)ett,Ti  brave* soldier.  '     *    .       ■    *,  *    •      •  • 

At  this  time,  ordys  were  received  from  the  Major  General  com* 
manding,  for  the  three  brigades  to  advf^nce  down  the  G^jckahominy. 

*  jrhe  stream  in'front  being  impracticable  for  artillery,'  it  became  ne< 
cessary  to  construct  a  bridge.  The  sleepers  of  a»  old  bridge  that  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  wcreibund  near  the  stream,  tnd  plank 
from  abandoned  bivouacs  of  the  enemy  a  short  distance  in  rear-;  axes, 
spades  and  nails  were  furi^ished  by  one  of  the  batteries,  and  a  detail 
from  the  eighth  Alabama,  and  in  Tes3  than  thirt^minutes  the  bridge  was 
^rebuilt,  and  the  brigades,  *togeth6r  with  their  batteries,  crossed  the 
stream  safely.  ^The  Major  General  commanding  now  assumed  dij-pct 
coixtrol,  and  ordered, the  advance  in  lino  of  battle  dow^4he  Ghicka- 
hominy — my  brigade  on  the  right,  three  regiu^ents  in  line  of  battle, 
one  near  the  Chickahominy,  and  ihe  fourth  in  rear  o£  the  centre  of 
my  line  ^TPryor's  brigade  in  line  on  my  left.  ,  Having  advanced  nearly 
one  mile,  a  house  was  passed,  the  occupants  of  which'  report^that' 
the  enemy  had  just  left  it,^nd  that  they  were  drawn  up  innne'iii 
the  woods  beyond.  A-My  brigade,  passing  tb^  house,  entered  iKe  woods, 
and,  descending  for.  a  hundred,  or  twot  y^rds,  crossed 'a  stream,  and 
then  ascending  a  steep  hill  for  four^or  five  hundred^  yards,  emerged 
upon  an  open  field,  not  having  met  the  enemy.  Here  .we  found  a 
large  deserted  camp  of  th(^  enemy,  in  which  was  found  forage,  bacon, 
fiour  in  small  quantities,  and  boxes  of  valuable  medicines,  and  sur- 
gical instruments.  At  this  point,  (roops  were  seen  elf  to  our  left 
flank  and  frotut,  and  not  knowing  whether  they  were  friends  or  ene* 
emiee,  a  halt  was  made  for  a  few  minutes.  It  was  soon  ascertained 
that  it  was  a  part  of  Jackson's  forces,  EwelPs  division.  Th^  com- 
mand was  then  moved  forward,  my  brigade  still  on  the  right,  and 
Pryor  to  the  left,  and,  inclining   more  to  our  right,  we  again  entered 

^  an  lupen  field.  Here  we  were  halted  by  the  Major  General  command- 
ing, and  from  this  place  we  could  see  the  Chickahominy  to  our  right,  and 

.  extending  far  to  our  front,  and  upon  the  far  side  troops  that  we  sup- 
posed to  be  our  friends.  Remaining  here  for  a  few  minutes,  we  were 
moved  off,  by  the  left  flank,  about  one  mile^  and  here  being  joined  by 
yeatherston's  brigade,  we  continued  our  advance^  following  a  road 
leading  through  a  heavy  pine  forest,  in  which  it  was  again  supposed 
that  the  enemy  would  be  found.  Having  cleared  this  forest,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  house  of  Dr.  Gaines ;  beyond  this  bouse^  as  we  ap- 
proached it,  was  an  open  field  of  at  least  a  mile  in  extent,  and 
terroiiiiiting  by  heavy  forest  and    marshy  groiindv  bordering   the 

.  Chickahominy.  On  commanding*heightS'  beyoi^d  the  Chickahominy^ 
we  t^aw  what  we  supposed  to  be  both  our  *own«a|id  the  camp  of  t^e 
encL^y.  Slightly  .to  the  left  of  Dr. .  G^iites'  house*  the  field  was 
boundod  by  a  fimall  growth  of  tree^,  and*,  the  field  agaSn. extended  to 
the  lef|,  leaving  a  thin  belt,  of  timber  to  the  right,  .aad  fringing  the 
bail k»  of  a  small  stream,  the  ground  falling. i^^pidly,. to  this  stream. 
Afier  ascending  gradually  for  one  hundred  or  l^a^b^^^i^  7^^$  M 
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it  wiks  approached  from  the  Guinea  house,  and  after  crossing  this  little 
stream,  the  ground  rose  quite  steep  and  was  covered  with  a  belt  of 
timber,  more  than  one  hundred  yards  deep,  and  in  rear  of  this  there 
came  a  field  extending  again  as  far  as  the  Chickahominj.  In  the 
open  field  extending  beyond  the  heuse  of  Dr.  Gaines,  the  enemy^s 
alirmisheraicooQld  be  distinctly  seen,  some  about  five  hundredr  yards 
.  ahd  others  eight  hutidred  or  one  thousand  yards — the  near  line  of 
'skirmishers  being  in  front  of.  the  timber  skirting  the  small  stream 
above  described.  At  Dr,  Gaines'  was  found  a  deserted  batter;; ,  which 
conimanded  the  open  field  and  the  road  passing  this  house  down  'to 
and  across  the  Ghickahominy.  •  • 

tVe  had  now  advanced  from  Mechanics ville  about  six  miles,  the  en* 
emy's  skirmishers  were  seen  in  o^r  front  and  we  were  here  halted 
with  instructions  to;  engage  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  but  to  advance 
no  further  for  the  present,  and  not  to  enter  into  a  general  action. 
General  Pryor  threw  out  skiupii^hers  .to  the  tront,  and  firing  for  a 
short  time,  the  enemy's- skirmishers -.withdrew.  A  battery  (Pryor's) 
was  now  brought  to  the  front,  and.  froix>  ti  commanding  position  in 
front  of  the'  Gaines  house,  fired  across  the  open  field  to  the  forest 
beyond  and  bordering  on  the  Ghickahominy.  The  enemy  were  seen 
in  this  woods,  but  no  fire  came  Irom  this  quarter  in  reply  to  our  artil- 
lery; but  a  battery  upoq  an  emfnence  beyond  tne  Ghickahominy  soon 
began  to  return  onr  fire.  Tijis  was  a  battery  of  heavy  rifled  guns 
and  beyond  the  range  of  the  pieces  of  our  battery,  which  was  now 
withdrawn.'  The  enemy's  skirmishers  again  appeared  in  small  num- 
bers within  five  or  six  h^J;ldred  yards  of  us  and  on  the  crest  of  the. 
hill  in  front  of  the  small  stream  above  referred  to«  When  fired  upon 
they  would  fall  back  behind,  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  would  soon 
be  out  of  sight.  The  enemy's  battery  of  rifled  guns  on  tlie  heights 
beyond  the  Ghickahominy  continued  to  fire,  but  without  doing  any 
injury,  although  the  shot  and  shell  would  frequently  fall  and  burst 
near  us.  • 

After  remaining  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours  near  the  Gaines 
house,  the  Major  General  commanding  directed  that  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers that  continued  to  re-appear  on  our  left  should  be  driven  in 
and  followed  to  their  support,  and  at  the  same  time  that  1  should  hold 
my  own,  Pryor's  and  Feathorston's  brigades  in  readiness  to  commence 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  when  firing  should  be  heard  on  our  extreme 
left  One  of  GeneraL  Pryor's  regiments  was  ordered  to  advance 
against  the  skirmishers,  the  remainder  of  this  brigade  being  held  in 
reserve  in  close  supporting  distance.  My  own  and  Featherston's 
brigades  were  brought  up  near  and  in  rear  of  'Pryor.  Pryor's  regi- 
ment advancing  against  the  skirmishers^  they  soon  fell  back  over  the 
erest  of  the  hill,  pursued  by  this  regiment.  Keaching  the  hill  in  pur- 
stut  of  the  enemy,  it  h^re  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy  in  position 
•ad  drew  upon  itself  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  thus  revealing  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  were  there  in  strong  force.  The  regiment  was  soon 
iritfadrawn  to  the  rear  tod  dowtit  a  ravine  to  its  support  and  out  of  fire 
of  the  enemy'ft  infantry.  The  enemy  did  not  follow.  I  now  made 
nrjr    prepiMtiotfs    for  4n    atMok    npov    the   enemy,    intending 
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it  to  1)0  made  with  the  utmost  vigor  and  with,  all  the  force  ieit  ni^ 
command.  My  brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  and  two  regiments^ 
the  tenth  Alabama  and  eleventh  Alabama — the  latter  on  the  right-— 
were  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  hill  from 
which  Pryor's  regiment  was  withdrawn  from  the  pursuit  of  the  en- 
emy's skirmishers.  Pryor's  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  one  regi- 
menty  (the  second  Florida,)  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  mine,  the 
two  remaining  regiments  of  my  brigades,  the  eighth  and  ninth  Ala-  < 
bama — the  former  on  the  right — were*  formed  in  rear  of  the  tenth 
an(J  eleventh  Alabama,  and  Peatherston  in  roar  to  support  both  Pcjr- 
or's  and  my  brigade.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  this  placing 
of  froops  in  position  to  attadk  the  enemy  was  made  under  a  brisk  en- 
filading fire  of  artillery  from  the  enemy's  batteries  of  rifled  cannon 
from  the  heights  beyond  the  Chickihominy.  Our  troops  behaved  ad-  ' 
mirably  under  this  fire,  no  confusion  or  disorder  being  perceptible  in 
th.^ir  Yanks.  Every  preparation  being  made  for  a  vigorous  attack^ 
firing  was  now  heard  on  our  left,  which  was  the  signal  for  our 
advance,  and  the  order  was  Immediately  given.  Our  men  moved  for-  . 
ward  in  admiable  order,  preserving  their  alignments  perfectly.  As- 
cending the  crest  of  the  hill,  they  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy^ 
and  were  instantly  mot  by  a  heavy'  and  destructive  fire  of  infantry 
within  less  than  one  Ivindred  yards.  Our  men  now  make  a  dash  at 
the  enemy  and  the  conflict  begins  with  an  ardor  and  determination  on 
our  part  that  could  not  fail  to  ini^pire  the'  utmost  confidence  in  those 
that  witnessed  it.  Nothing  could  surpiss  the  valor  and  iippstuositj 
of  our  men.  They  encountered  the  enemy  in  large  force  directly  in 
their  front,  behind  two  lines  of  breastwork^,  the  second  overlooking^ 
the  first,  and  from  behind  this,  aa  well  as  the  first,  a  close  and  terrible 
fire  of  musketry  is  poured  in  upon  them.  The  bed  of  the  small 
stream  at  their  feet  and  between  them  an<i  the  enemy  is  used  as  a 
rifle-pit  and  from  this  a  strong  line  of  fire  is  also  brought  to  bear  on 
US.  Thus  exposed  to  three  lir^es  of  fire,  they  bravely  confront  it  all 
and  press  forward  and  close  in  upon  the  enemy.  Now  there  is  a  slight 
halt  and  some  wavering,  and  a  few  men  give  way,  but  a  second  sup- 
porting lino  is  near.  *  The  eighth  and  ninth  Alabama  press  on  in  rear 
of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  Alabama,  and  Featherston  in  rear  of  Pryor. 
The  first  impulse  is  more  than  redoubled  ;  other  brigades  come  inoa 
the  left  of  Pryor, 'and  in  rear  of  where  we  are  so  hotly  enjgaged.;  our 
men  ftill  press  on  with  unabated  fury  ;  the  enemy  at  length,  with  but 
a  Tew  yards  between  themselves  and  our  men,  are  shaken  and  begin 
to  yeild;  our  men,  full  of  c  )nfidence,  rush  with  irresistible  force 
upon  him,  and  he  is  drjven  from  his  rifle-pit,  pell-mell,  over  his  first 
breastwork  of  logs,  and  here  he  vainly  attempts  to  reform  and  showH 
bold  front,  but,  closely  followed  by  our  men,  he  ycilds  and 
is  driven  over  and  beyond  his  second  parapet  of  logs  into 
the  standing  timber  and  finally'  into  the  open  field.  Now,  for. 
the  first  time,  cheers  are  heard  from  our  troops  and  the  enemy  is 
driven  from  his  strong  position..  Our  loss  has  been,  up  to  this  time, 
severe,  but  now  the  eaemy  is  made  to  suffer,  no  longer  screened  by 
his  breastworks  or  standing   timber;  his  slaughter  is  terrible ;  our 
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I  haVe  so  dificully  ia  eWsiDg  him  before  them  la  every  and  all 
^lirections.  The  precisioB  of  our  fire  is  now  demonstrated  clearly;  the 
nambers  of  the  enemy's  dead  in  regular  lines  marl^,  in  some  places 
distinctly,  inhere  the  lines  of  battle  of  their  different  regiments  were 
formed.  The  enemy,  yielding  in  all  directions^  loses  his  battery  of 
Napoleon  guns*,  uiany  prisoners  are  taken,  we  pursue  them  far  across 
the  open  field  to  the  woods  of  the  swamps  of  tho  Cbickahominy,  and 
tiie  pursuit  is  only  arrested  by  night.  The  victory  is  complete,  the 
enemy  is  repulsed  and  pursued  at  every  point,  and  those  that  escape 
falling  intoour  hands  do  so  under  the  cover  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  b'eg  to  say  that  the  magiiificent  cour* 
age  of  our  men  as  displayed  in  this  uction,  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
To  properly  appreciate  tho  gallantry  of  those  that  aided  in  the  achieve- 
ment of  this  brilliant  victory,  we  have  only  to  examine  the  position 
occfbpied  by.  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  to  recall  the  fact  that  the  open 
field  over  which  oor  men  advanced  was  swept  by«a  direct  fire  of  artil* 
lery,  shot,  shell,  grape  and  cannister  fron^  the  ^rear  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  from  an  enfilade  fire  from  batteries  of  rifle  cannon  from 
beyona  the  Chickahominy.  * 

The  enemy's  infantry,  as  previously  stated,  jccupied  the  bed  of  a 
small  stream  as  a  rifle-pit,  and  on  the  ascending  ground  in  rear  of 
this  were  two  lines  of  log  breastworks,  behind  which  were  sheltered, 
in  comparative  security,  heavy  masses  of  their  infantry.  '  Their  lines 
of  infantry  fire  could  thus  bo  used  against  our  men  at  the  same  time, 
and  within  less  than  a  hundred  yards.     In  driving  the  enemy  *  front  . 
^his  strong  position,  our  loss  was  heavy;  but  we  should  be  profoundly , 
.  grateful  that  it  was  not  mo;e  so. 

In  closing  thia  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  en« 
gagement  of  the  27th  ultimo,  it  gives  me  pleasiiro  to  state,  for  the 
information' of  the  Major  General  commanding,  that  the  general  good 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  renders  it  difficult  to  mention- 
specially  the  names  of  those  most  distinguished,  without  injustice  to  < 
others  perhaps,  equally  deserving  of  such  notice^ 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  that,  early  in  tho  action,  the 
commanders  of  my  two  leading  regiments,  the  tenth  and  the  elcvcntit 
Alabama,  f€ll  while  leading  their 'regiments,  closely  and  heroically 
confronting  tho  enemy  in  his'stronghold.  The  former,  Colonel  J.  J. 
Woodward,  tenth  Alabama,  dead,  (shot  througl^  the  head;)  the  lattei^ 
Lieuienant  Colonel  S.  T.  Hale,  eleventh  Alabama,  severely  (perhaps  • 
mortally)  wounded  ;  left  arm  and  shoulder  broken  and  lef(leg  broken. 
These  two  regiments  received  the  first  vclleys  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
suffered  more  on  this  part  of  the 'field  (ban  the  .two  foll(9wing  regi* 
mentp.  '  •  ^ 

The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  tho  brigade  has  been  forwarded 
before  this.  Of  the  officers  killed  and  severely  wounded,  I  may  men- 
tion the  names  of  Captain  W.  W.  Lee,  tenth  Alabama,  mortally 
wounded,  (since  dead ;)  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Faith,,  eleventh  Alabama,  . 
killed ;  Captain  Thomas  Phelan,  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Maynard,  Lieu- 
tenant Lane^ancI  Lieutenant  Augustus  Jannen,  of  eighth  Alabama 
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killed ;  Gt^ptain  S.  T.  Hill,  ninth  Alabama,  iras  ktlled  far  in  adva&tMi 
on  the  fields  Of  the  dangerously  wounded,  are  Captain  Hameoir,  Lieu- 
tenant McHugh  aod  Lieataiant  McGrath,  of  eighth  Alabama;  Cap* 
tain  Hobbe,  ninth  Alabama ;  Lieutenant  Shelly,  adjutant  tenth  Ala^ 
lama  and  Lieutenant  Wayland,  quartermaster  of  ninth  Alabama,, 
severely  wounded.  Tho  latter  officer's  duties  did  myt  require  his 
presence. with  his  regiment  in  battle,  but  he  volunteered  for  it,  and 
served  with  his  company,  (Captain  Ilobbs')  with  great  coolness  and 
courage.  This  officer  served  in  like  manner  at  the  battle  of  <the  Seven 
Pines. 

The  casualties  among  the  officers  of  the  brigade  number  in  killed, 
eight ;  wounded,  thirty-five.  Officers  and  men  killed,  one  hundred 
and  seventeen ;  wounded,  four  hundred  and  8ixty-thi:ee,  and  four  mis- 
sii^g — making  an '  aggregate  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  killed; 
wounded  and  missing.  This  loss' occurring  in  a  force  of  about  one 
thousMid  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men.  .  ^  *  * 

After  the  fall  of  «Colone|  Woodward,  the  command  of  the  tonth 
Alaba^ii!,  devolved  upon  Migor  Caldwell,  and  after  the  wounding  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hale,  the  command  of  the  eleventh  Alabama,  de- 
volved on  Captain  Field.  Major  Williams  was  in  command* of  the 
ninth  Alabama,  and,  late  in  the  evening,  before  the  battle  was  won, 
left  the  field  sick.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston,  commanding  the 
eighth  Alabama,  was  with  bis  regiment  during  the  entire  engagepient, 
and  commanded  it  with  great  courage  and  good  judgtcent,  and  the 
losses  sustained  by  this  regiment,  the  weakest  in  numbers;  is  evidence 
of  the  severity  of  the  contest  in. which  it  was  engaged. 
,  Among  the  medical  officers  on  duty  with  the  brigade,  I  may  call  to' 
vour  favorable  notice.  Surgeon  Royston,  eighth  Alabama,  acting  as 
brigade  surgeon  ;  Surgeon  Minor,  ninth  Alabama,  and  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Saunders,  ereventh  Alabama.  These  officers  were  prompt  and 
^efficient  in  providing  for  and  attending  the  wounded,  and  are  all  men 
of  marked  skill  in  their  profession. 

To  my  personal  staff.  Captain  W.  A.  Harris,  A.  A.  General,  and 
Lieutenant  W&lter  «E.  Winn,  eleventh  Alabama,  aid-de-camp,  my 
thanks  are  especially  due,  for  assistance  cheerfully  rendered  at  all 
times  during  the  engagement. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' 

•      C.  M.«  WILCOX, 
'\     Brigadier  General  commanding  right  wing 
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BEPORT   OF   GENERAL  WILOOX   OP   BATTLE   OF  JUNE 

30,   1862. 

Headquarter^  Fourth  B&igade,  Longstreet^s  Division,  > 

July  21;  1862.      J 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrel,  '  * 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera-* 
tions  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  30th  ultimo  t 

Having  remained  on  the  battle-field  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  the  following  day  and  night,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  June,- 
(Sunday,)  my  brigade,  in  oommou  with  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division,  recrossing  the  Chickahominy  near  the  Gaines  house,  marched 
across  the  Nine-mile  road,  the  York  River  railroad,  the  Williams- 
burg and  Charles  City  roads,  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  the 
Parbytown.or  Central  road,  near  the  farm  of  Mr.  Atlee,  havi^^g  made 
«om  te'h'or  twelve  miles.  • 

The  march'  was  resumed  early  the '  next  morning,  and  continued 
tintil  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  It  being  now  evident  that  the  enemy 
tras  in  front  of  us,  and  not  far  distant,  my  own^  Generals  Pryor 
and  Feathcrston'^  brigades  were  ordered  to  take  positions  in  line  of 
battle,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Before,  however,  getting  into  post* 
lion,  a  eecond  order  was  given  to  return  to  the  road,  and,  after  ad- 
vancing about  one  mile  further,  we  formed  in  line  of .  battle  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  with  a  field  in  front  of  us,  on  the  leTt  of  the  rt^ad, 
and  to  the  left  of  General  Pickett's  brigade.  We  remained  in  this 
position  for  two  or  three  hours.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the 
front,  and  some  firing  ensued  between  them  and  those  o^the  opposing 
forces  It  was  now  neai;  five  O'clock,  P.  M.,  and  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery began  to  fire.  Shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  fell  beyond  us, 
some  exploding  near  uef.*  One  of  our  batteries  was  placed  in  position 
on  the  road  in  front,  and  replying  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  continued 
for  nearly  an  hour,  but  as  a  heavy  forest  intervened,  but  litfle  effect  km 
produced  on  either  side.  At  length,  near  six  .o'clock,  P.  M.,  (twenty 
•minutes  of  six,)  I  saw  the  brigade  (Pickett's)  on  my  right  advance 
across  the  open  field,  in  front,  and  I  was  ordeced  to  form  line  in  the  same 
field,  the  line  being  at  ri^t  angles  to.  the  road  upon  which  we  had  been 
ODaarching.  The  brigade  was  soon  formed  in  line,  as  directed,  and  I  wae 
then  informed  that  General  Featherston's  brigade  had  been  ordered  to 
exttad  to' the  left,  with  the  view  of  communicating  with  General 
Hager,  and  that  I  must  also  close  in  to  the  left ;  but,  a  minute  after- 
wards, I  was  ordered  by  General  R.  H.  Anderson  to  advance  with  my 
brigade  to  the  support  of  other  brigades  then  engaging,  or  moving 
forward  to  engage,  the  enemy.  Twice  was  (he  order  given  to  close 
lo  the  left,  and  twice  to  move  forward — ^my  brigade  being,  in  the 
meantime, 'in  line,  and  under  a  brisk  artillery  five  of  shot  and  shell, 
f  iaaUjt  I  "Wjui.  directed  to  obey.  General  Anderson'a  order^  and  to  > 
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move  to  the  front.     The  order  was  new  given  to  "forward/*  and  the 
brigade  was  marched  in  line  across  the  field  to  the  woqds.     Fiading  • 
this  80  thick  with  \indergrowth  that  a  forward  movement,  in  line  of 
battle,  was  impracticable,  the  order  was  giveij  for  the  regiments  to 
move** by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  front."     Marching  in  this 
manner,  they  made  iheir  way  slowly  for  one  or  two  hundred  yards, 
until  the  woods  became  more  open.     At  this  place  I  met  Grcneral 
Anderson,,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  pres§  on  directly  to  the  front. 
I  was  aware  that  the  enemy  was  in  my  front,  but  as  to  the  distance, 
.  bis  strength,  the  position  of  his  batteries,  and  their  supports,  I  knew 
nothing.     I  had  no  knowledge  as  to  the  character  or  topography  of* 
the  ground  over  which  I  had  to  march  in  the  execution  of  my  orders. 
Marching  directly  to  the  front,  as  ordere^l,  and  being  guided  alone  by 
the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  shot  and  shell  from  which  passed 
over,  and  often  very  near,  without,  however,  causing  any  casusijties. 
I  had  not  advanced  more  than  two  hundre  1  yards,  when  I  found  that 
two  of  my  regiments  were  on   the  right  and  two  on  the  left  of   the 
road,  (Long  Bridge  road,)  which  ran  in  the  direction  of  my  line  of 
march.  •  The  woods  on  either  side  were  so  thick  as  to  prevent  my 
seeing  well  the  extreme  right  and  left/egiments.     The  road,  now  de- 
scending slightly  for  some  diot'ance,  «it  length  crossed  a  small  stream, 
in  the  bed  of  which  rails  had  been  thrown  to  fill  it  up,  so  as  to  allow 
wagons  and  artillery  to  pass.     "This  stream,  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
was  boggy,  and  with  a  dc^nse  growth  of  trees  in.it,  rendering  it  diffi*-' 
-cult  for  the  regiments  on  this  side  to  make  their  way  through  it.     W# 
were  now  under  a  close  fire  of  artillery,  the  grape-shot  coming  thick 
and  fast  through  the  trees.     Having  crossexi  the  little  stream  above 
referred  to,  (on   the  left  the  woods  were  less  dense,  being  small  and 
Bcattered  pine,)  and,  ascending  slightly  for  some* dista:nce,  we  carae  to 
a  field  on  the  left  of  the  read,  and  the  enemy's  infantry,  in  the  wood» 
on  the  left  ef  this  field,  opened  a  brisk  and  close  fire  upon  the  left    , 
regiment  of  my  line.     This  regiment,  the.  eighth  Alabama,  halted  and 
engaged  the  enemy  .at  this  point.     In  this  field,  about  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  front  and  one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  the  road,  waf 
a  house,  and  beyond  the  house,  about  two  hundred  yards  more,  was  a 
six-gun   battery   of  the   enemy.     This    battery   had   an    open    field 
of  fire,  the  ground   in  front  being  perfectly  level.     The  eighth  Ala- 
bama oeing  engaged  with  the  enemy,    the  eleventh   Alabamaj  th« 
next  regiment  to  it,  continued  to  advance,  and  entering  upon  the 
open  field,  came«within  full  view  of  the  six-gun  battery  on  this  si«le 
(the  left)  of  the  road.     This  battery  began  at  once  a  rapid  discharge 
of  grape  and  canister  upon  this  regiment.     It  did  not  halt  an  instant, 
but  continued  to  advance  steadily  and  rapidly,  and  without  fipfng, 
-ttntil  it  approached  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  when  it 
gave  loud  cheers,  and  made  a  rush  for  the  gund.    Halting  for  an  instant 
in  front -of  it,  they  fire. upon  the  battery  and  infantry  immediately 
in  rear  of  it,  and  then  make  a  Buccessful  charge  upon,  and  take,  the 
'battery.     The*enemy's  infantry;  all  in   the  woods,  in  heavy  force 
•beyond,  and  two  hundred  yards  distant,  and  in  the  woods  skirting  the 
■<field  to  the  left  of  the  battery  and«not  so  far»  and  here,  in  Jike  manner^ 
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in  strong  force.^*  The  «neray  have  a  direct  i^nd  flank  fire  upon  this 
regiment,  n<9w  at  the  battery.  The  two  regiments  on  the  right  of  the 
road  continued  steadily  to  advance  through  the  woods,  which  extended 
along  the  road  side  to  withinone  hundred  yards  of  a  second  six-gun 
battery,  this  battery  being  nearly  opposite  to  the  one  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  some  two  hundred  yards  distant  froin  it.  Halting  for 
m  few  minutes  in  the  woods  fronting  this  baKery  to  deliver  their  fire, 
these  regiments,  the  ninth  and  tenth  Alabama,  charge  upon  and  tak-e 
this  also — the  enemy's  infantry  supports  being  driven  back.  Both 
these  batteries  were  now  in  our  possessioti,  having  been  carried  in  the 
most  gallant  manner,  the  men  an<i  officers  behaving  with  the  most  de- 
termined courage  and  irre  istible  impetuosity  The  taking  of  the 
"battery  on  the  right  of  the  road  was  not  attended  by  such  a  bloody 
strife  as  followed  the  assault  and  capture  of  'the  one  on  the  left ;  for 
here  ihe  enemy  had  not  the  heavy  pine  forest  so  close  in  rear  and  on 
one  flank,  in  which  ho  could  retire,  reform,  and  then  renew  the  con- 
Bict,  with  increased  numbers.  Orf  the  contrary,  the  pine  was  in  ^ur 
possession,  and  our  men,  under  cover  of  it,  were  withki  one  hundred 
yards  of,  and  in  front  of,  the  battery.  The  field  extending  far  off"  to 
our  right,  and  the  timber  in  r#ar  of  the  battery  being  more  distant, 
other  brigades,  tco,  were  on  our  right  engaging  the  enemy,  but  none 
on  our  left  and  near  the  battCYies. 

The  battery  on  the  left  of  the  ron'l  was  the  first  taken.  The  eleventh 
Alabama  had  experienced  severe  loss  in  crossing  the  open  field  while 
advancing  against  thi?  battery.  Here,  tb6  enemy,  at  first  repulsed  and 
driven  from  the  battery,  retire  to  the  woods,  both  on  our  left  and  in  reaT 
of  the  battery,  and  from  there,  under  shelter  of  the  woo<ls,  an<l,  with  su- 
perior numbers,  deliver  a  terrible  and  destructive  fire  upon  this  regi- 
ment. With  its  ranks  sadly  thinned,  it  .herdically  stands  its  ground 
and  returns  the  enemy's  fire  with  telling  effect ;  the  latter,  under  cover 
of  tree^  on  our  left  flank  and  directly  in  our  front,  confident  and  bold 
from  their  superior  strength,  and  seeing  this  regiment  isolated  and 
unsupported,  now  advance  from  their  cover  against  it.  Our  men  do 
not  fly  from  their  prize  so  bravely  and  dearly  won'  overwhelmed  by 
superior  numbers;  but  with  a  determination  and  courage  unsurpassed, 
ihey  stubbornly  hold  their  ground,  men  and  officers  alike  engaging  in  . 
the  most. desperate  personnl  conflict^  with  the  enemy.  The  sword  and 
l^yonet  are  freely  used  ;*  Gnptain  W.  C.  Parker  had  two  successive 
encounters  with^  Federal  officers,  both  of  whom  he  felled  ,with  his 
fword  ;  and,  beset  by  othe^jp  of  the  enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded, 
having  received  two  bayonet  woundd  in  the  bre.istand  o^ein  his  s^de, 
and  a  musket  wound  breaking  his  loft  thigh  Lieutenant  Michie  had 
a  hand  to  hand  collision  with  an  officer,  and,  having  just  dealt  a  severe 
blow  lipon  his  adversary,  he  fell,  cut  over  the  head  with  a  sabre  bay- 
onet, from  behind,  and  had  afterwards  three  bayonet  wounds  in  the 
face  and  two  in  the  breast — all  severe  wounds,  which  he  survived, 
-however,  for  three  days.  Many  of  the  men  received,  and  gave  in 
return,  bayonet  wounds.  - 

Having  aasnulted  and  e&rried  this  battery,  and  driven  the  infan^rv 
iato  the  woods  to  the  left  and  beyond^  they  bold  it  until  the  e 
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reform  and.retiim  in  superior  force,  and  now  they,  tesist  ia  a  ha&d  to 
handTonflict  with  the  utmost  pertiQacity.     There  atie  no^supports  for 
them ;  no  reinforcements  come,  and  they  are  at  length  forced  to  yield 
and  retire  *to  the  pine  woods,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  rear,  some 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards,  the  enemy  not  pursuing^, 
having  left  dead  upon  this  field,  in   the  battery  and  itR  yicinity,  in 
front  and  in  rear  beyond  it,  Captain  J.  H.   M.  Wath,  Captain  S.  B. 
Bell,  Captain  T.  H.  HoTcomb,  Captain  W.  M  Reatton,  Lieutenant  A. 
B.    Cohen,   commanding   company.      Lieutenant  A    N.  Steele  and 
Lieutenant  Michie,  commanding  company,  were  both  mortality  wounded 
and  since  dead.     Captain  J.  C.  C.  Saunders  and   Captain  W.   C.    G, 
Parker  severely  wounded,  and  also  Lieutenant  J.    H.   Prince,  com- 
manding company,  slightly,  and  Lieutenant  R.   H.  Gordon,  danger- 
ously.   Forty-nine  privates  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Higginbotham  and 
eleven  privates'taken  prisoners.  ^ 

The  eleventh  Alabama  retired,  as  above  stated,  to  the  right  of  the 
road  into  the  pine  woods,  and  ther.o,  together  with  the  ninth  andtentb 
Alabama,  remained.  From  this  position,  the  battery  on-  the  right  of 
the  road  was  ^n  fall  view,  and  not  more  than  one  hundred  yards 
distant. 

The  enemy  made  no  effort  to  retake*  this. battery,   though  their  in-   • 
fantry  continued  to  fire  at  long  range  upon  our  men  then  in  the  pine 
woods  *     •    . 

Th6  eighth  Alabama,  as  explained  previously,  became  engaged  with 
the  enemy's  infantry  before  reaching  the  batteries  and  contending 
against  superior  forces,  maintaine  1  its  ground  until  regiments  ^from 
Gfeneral  Pryor's  brigade,  and  afterwards  Feaiherston's,  arrived  on  this 
part  of  the  field.  The  severity  of  the  fight  at  this  point  of  the  field  ,. 
is  evident  from  the  loss.^ustainod  by  this  regiment. 

It  was  now  sunset,  and  other  troops  arriving  upon  the  field,  my 
brigade,  with  ammunition  now  quite  exhi\usleJ,  were  withdr^w.n  for 
some  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards,  and  there  remained 
until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  they  were  withdrawn  from  the  field^^ 
other  and  fresh  troops,  in  Hufficieut  force,  having  arrived,  and  the 
enemy  having  been  driven  back  from  the  field  far  to  the  rear. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  assuring  the  Major  General  com- 
manding that,  on  this  occasion,  both  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  . 
behaved  with  remarkable  coolness  and  gallantry,  «and  I  beg  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  fact  ths^t  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  of  six  gun^ 
each,  were  taken,  and  if  one  of  them  was  retaken,  it^as  only  owing 
to  the  fact  that  overwhelming  numbers  wer%  brought  to  boar  against  a 
solitary  regiment,  unsupported,  and  which  entered  this  engagement 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men,  of  which  number,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  whom  was 
the  commander  of  the  regiment.  Captain  Field,  whg  received  two 
wounds,  one  through  the  leg  and  the  other  through  the  arm;  and  of 
the  ten  officers  commanding  companies,  five  were  killed  on  the  field 
near  the  battery,  one  has  since  died  of  his  wounds,  and  two  others 
were  severely  wounded,  and  one  slightly — there  being  but  one  com- 
pany commander  that  escaped  unhurt.      Although  this  (h£^M;;cyt  was 
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retaken,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  Ibat  the  enemy  ever  again  need 
it  against  oa.  The^other^battery  remained  in  our  possession  and  the 
eno^ny.  made  no  effort  to  retake  it. 

Of  my /our  regimental  commanders,  all^ere  wounded  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  bring  to  your  particular  notice  the  conduct  of  them  all  as 
deserving  high  praise!  Lieutenant  Ck)}onel  Boyston,  commanding 
eighth  Alabama,  Eoceiyed  a  severe  wound  from  a  fragment  of  a  shell; 
Major  Caldwelly  commanding  the  tenth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded 
by  .a  piece  of  shell  striking  him  over  the  eye ;  Captain  King,  com- 
ma&diiig  ninth  Alabama,  is  deserving  .of  especial  praise  for  his  oeol- 
ne88*and  bravery,  and  he,  also,  received  a  severe  Mound  in  the  leg 
Other  officers  and  men  of  the  different  regiments  gave  evidence  of 
marked  courage  in  this*  sanguinary  engagement.  ^ 

A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  io  this  battle  has  been  forwarded 
before  this ;  it  will  suffice  in  this  report  that  I  shoald  state  that  the 
total  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  was  four  hundred  and  sey^ 
enty-one,  (of  which  sixteen  are  missing,  and  since  usccrtained  to  have 
bee^  taken  prisoners,)  a  loss  proportionally  greater  than  in  the  en- 
gagemenl  of  the  27th  ultimo?  * 

Of  the  medical  officers  attached  to  the  brjgade,  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice,  Surgeon  Royston,  eighth- Ala 
barna^  Surgeon  Minor,  ninth  Alabama,  Surgeon  Taylor,  tenth  Ala- 
bama, and  Assistant  Surgeon  Saun4ers,  eleventh  Alabama.  They  have 
each  given  abundant  evidence  of  their  skill. and  untiriug  industry  in 
the  treatment  and  constant  care  they  have  bestoweif  upon  the  wounded 
of  their  respective  regiments.  , 

The  brigade  quartermaster  and  comiibissary.  Majors  Pierce  aniid 
Robertson,  were  active  and  efficient  in  providing,  promptly,  for  the 
wants  of  the  men  in  their  respective  departments. 

To  my  personal- stafi,  Captain  W.  A.  Harris,  assistant  adjutant 
general^  and  Lieutenant^  W^klt^r  E.  Winn,,  eleventh  Alabama,  aid-de- 
camp, my  thanks  are  dae  for  efficient  service  cheerfully  and  promptly 
rendered  at  all  times.. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  call  to  your  favorable  notice,  private  James  C. 
Causly,  of  the  third  Virginia. cavalry,  lie  was  of  great  seiriee  to 
me  in  the  transmission  of  orders  to  various  parts  of  my  command,  and 
often  under  the  heaviest  fire.  Though  not  wounded,  bis  clothing 
bears  evidence  of  the  dangers  through  which  he  has  passed,  being  frc« 
quently  perforated  with  Minnie  balls. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commandingy  ^c. 
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REPORT-  0^  GENERAL  FEATH^RSTON  OP  OPERATIONS 
ARO*tJND  RICHMOND. 

;  RiCHMOM),  July  12,  1862, 

Mhjof  G.  M..  Sourel» 

Ai(nsia7it  Adjutant  General :       ' 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  sabmit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  tnken  by  the  sixth  brigade  of  Major  General  Long- 
fitreet's  division  in  the  late  battles  of  the  Chickahorainy. 

Ai)Out  tefi   o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  26ih  June,   I  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  with  my  brigade;  near  MechiinicBville,  halting  not  f^r 
on  the  other  ^ideT    Here  we  remained  until  about  tw#  o'clock  on  the 
morinrlg  of  tHo  27th,  when  I  was  ordered,  \tith  my  brigade,  to  relieve 
Genertll  Ripley  and  his  command  a-^  soon  as  practicable.   I  immediately 
marched  to  Gtineral  Riple}*3  position,  yhich  was  about  three  fourths 
of  5  mile"  to  the  right  of  the  road  we  travelled  to  Mechauicsville,  and 
a1)out  th^  same  di«t:»nce  from  the  town,  and  near  Beaver  Dam  creek, 
some     distance     above    its     connection    with     the     Chickahominy. 
The  position*  of  the  enemy  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were 'un- 
known to  mo,  for  a  knowledge  of  which  I  was  dependent  upon  a  short 
interview  with  General  Ripley,  who  had  occupied  the  position  the    ■ 
evening  before  and- that  night  until  relieved  by  me      My  brigade  wa? 
placed  in  the  position  vacHted  by  Generr.l  Ripley'.^  command,  which 
was- a  ridge  of  woodland  some  six  hundred  yards  in  length,  with  au 
average  breadth  of  some  ten  hundrtM  yards,  and  entirely  surrounded 
by  an  op^n  field.     My  brigade  got  into  position  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  in   the  edge   of  the  woodjand  fronting  Beaver  D*m 
creek.   Beaver  Dam  creek  was  not  more  than  from  one  to  two  hundred 
ynrds  in  front  of  this  portion  of  luy  command  in  line  of  battle.  From 
my  position  to  the  bank  of  the  cree'c,  was  a  gradual  declivity.    After 
crossing  the  creek,  immediately  in  my  front  the  groutid   rose  by  a 
gradual  ascent  to  a  continuous  ridge,  the  summit  of  which  commanded 
the  position  occupied  by  mo,  as  well  as  the  open  ground  surrounding 
my  position.     Upon  this  summit  the  enemy  had  plante'dhis  artillery   . 
and  jhrown  up  breastworks,  dug  rifle  pits,  and  extending  down  in  the 
direction  of  the  creek,  General  Pryor,  with  his  brigade,  was  ordered 
to  take  position  in  my  rear,  to  support  me  in  case  of  an  attack.     He 
took  positioi\  in  the  field  not  far  in  my   rear,  very  soon  after!  did. 
The  brigades-  of  General   Ripley,  General  Pender  and  Colonel  Col- 
quitt, which  had  previourdy  occupied  the  ground,  wero  withdrawn  as 
soon  as  my  brigade  andCieneral  Pryor's  got  iTlto  j)osition.  "^  Betweea 
daylight  and  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  enemy  opened 
a  very  brisk  fire  of  miisketry  on*  my  brigade  from  thet  riffht  to  the 
left ;  we  were  anti/;ipating  the  attack.     Three  companies  orskirmish- 
ers  had  been  thrown  otit  to  the  front  of  my  linos,  and  the  entire  brig* 
ade  had  been  ordered  to  rest  in  line  with  guns  in  hand.     The  brigade    * 
advanced  m  line  of  battle  a  few  Btepefonly,  ^'^Di^MdS'^C3^\3^lP^  ^^ 
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creek,  »nd  were  halted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods^^near  the  open  field, 
and  returned  the  enemy's  fire.     Here  they  remained  in  position  about 
one  hour,  daring  wbich  time  the  firing  was  rapid  on  both  eides^  and 
coiitinuous.     The  enemy  appeared  to  be  ir>  greatly  saperior  numbers, 
judging  from  the  firing  and  obstinatp  and  determined  purpose  to  drive 
HS  back,  if  possible.     As  soon  as  the  sun  arose  and  I  saw  the  nature 
of  the  groiHjd  in  front  and  the  position  of  tho  enemy  beyond  the 
creek,  I  directed  Captain  Smith's  battery,  (third  Richmond  Ilotvit- 
zers.)  attached  to  my  brigade,  to  be  placed  in  position  two  hundred 
yards  irom  the  left  wing  of  my  brigade,  and  return  the  fire  of  the  * 
enemy's  artillery,  which  was  then  playing  on  us  sharply.     This  was 
the  most  elevated  and  practicable  pobiiion'on  the  field  for  artillery. 
I  then  ordered  my  men  to  charge  the  enemy's  lines.     This  order  was 
promptly  oxecuted  from  right  to  left,  the  men  moving  forward  in  an 
unbroken  line,,  and  with  great  rapidity,  driving  the  onersy  before 
them  until  they  reached  Beaver  Dam  creek.     This  creek  could  be 
crossed  at  only  a  few  places,  a  fact  unkxfown  to  me,  but  known  to  the 
enemy.     Finding  it  impossible  to  cross  the  creek  in  line  on  account 
of  ita  precipitous  banks,  tho  command    was  ordered   to  halt  at  the 
creek,  where  it  was,  to  some  extent,  protected  by  the  bank   of  the^ 
creek  and  its  skirting.     The  imposbibilit^  of  pasding  the  creek  in 
line,  fcr  the  reason  stated,  and  the  coiteequenjb  nccessityof  reforming 
under  the  enemy's  fire«from  his  brestworks  and  rifle-pits,  now  in  easy 
range,  would  have  involved  a  loss  so  heavy  that  I  was  induced  cohalt 
the  men  in  this  partially  protected  position.     From  my  position  in 
the  creek,  a  very  heavy  fire  on  both  sides  was  kept  up  for  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half,  when  the  enemy  retired  from  his  works  and  retreated 
rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Gaines'  farm,  or  Cold   Harbor,  down  the 
Cfaickabominy.     After  my  brigade  had  reached   the  banks  of  Bef^vor 
D^ra  creek,  I  directed  General  Pryor  to  bring  his  brigade  into  action, 
who  informed  me  that  bis*brigade  had  been  sent  forward,  and  that  he  had 
sent  to  Gen.  Longstreet  for  reinforcements.   On  returning  to  my  lines, 
1  found  one  of  his  regitnents  on  the  hill,  and  directed  into  line  on  my 
right,  to  prevent  a  ffank  urovemont      Genecal  Pryor's  battery,  (the 
Dopaldsonville,  Louisiana,  artillery,)  was  also  placed  in  position  neivr 
Smith's,  of  my  brigade,  when  the  two  played  very  handsomely  on  tho, 
enemy's  lines, 'keeping  up  a  constant  a^d  well  directed  fire.     Both 
companies  behaved  with  grea# gallantry  and  coolness,  and  displayed 
a  skill  in  the  nee  of  their  guns  highly  c^editablel  to  that  arm  of  tho 
service.     After   a  protracted  and  heavy  firing  on  the  bank   of  tho 
creek,  some  hour  and  a  half,  the  enemy  abandoned  their  woiks  and 
retreated,  as  I  have  already  atatod.     Ilere  the.  firing  of  Hmall  arms 
ceased.     About  this  lime.  General  Wilcox's  brigade  came  up  as  a  re- 
inforcement.    The  battery  of  Wilcox's  brigade,  (Thomas'  artillery,) 
was  also  pl^iced  in  position,  tnd  fired  a  few  well  dire^pted  shots  at  tho 
retreating   foe.     General  Wilcox  sent   one   of   his  tegimonts  do^n 
Beaver  Dam  ereejc,  on  our  light,  to  $nd  a  place;,  across  which  the 
brigades  might  pass.     Sotee  distance' below,  they  found  an  old  bridge 
which  had  been  torn  up  by  the  enemy,  bi)^  was  ^rebuilt  in  a/i  hour  or   ■ 
twOy  and  the  three  brigades  crossed  Beaver  Dam  creek*and  contiVkued 
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the  inarch  in  purgutt  of  tho  enemy  in  the  followiog  orter,  vix :   G< 
eral  Wilcox  in  front,  (who  after  his  arrival  was  senior  brigadier.) 
General  Prjor  next,  and  my  brigade  in  the  rear. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  admiration  of  the 
conduct  of  my  entire-  brigade  frpm  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  tlie 
action.     While  holding  this  portion  of  the  hill,  which  was  never  for 
a  moment  yielded,  they  were  subjected  to  a  very  heai'j*  and  galling 
fire.     The  charge  was  made  in  excellent  order  and  a  good  line;  was 
preserved,  and  continuing  the  fight  frpm  the  bank  of  the  creek  under 
a  very  heavy  fire  of  small  arms,  they  were^equally  oool  and  eikger  to 
advance  upon  the  enemy.     G&pcain  Smith  and  his   company,  (^hird 
Richmond  Howitzers,)  could  not  bavci  acted  better.     I-  regret  to  say 
that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wpunded  wascomp^atively  heavy.     A  list 
of  casualties  is  herewith  appended.     Major  Lilly,  who  was  in  oom- 
mand  of  the  twelfih  Mississippi  regiment,  was  wounded  while  gallantly 
and  coolly  discharging  his  duties,  at  the  head  bf  the  regiment,  and 
retiring   from   the   field,   left  the  command  to   the   senior   captain^ 
(Thomas.)      Major    Mullins,.  commanding   the   nineteenth   Missis- 
sippi regiment,  displayed  coolness,  courage  and  skill  in  the  command   . 
of  his  regiment.     The  Mississippi  battalion,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  John  G.  TayFor,  could  not  have  had  a  more  gallant  asd 
{kkillful  officer  to  direct  its  movemeufrs,.     I  am  also  much  indebted  to 
my  volanteer  aids,  Captain  Parker  and  Lieutenants  Sykes  and  Aed^ 
ding,  for  their  raluable  services  on  that  occasion.     They  ^ere  always 
ready  to  execute,  with  coolness  and  dispatch,  any  orders  delivered  to    « 
them.     I  regret  very  much  that  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  Cap- 
tain George  P.  Foote,  who  had  been  by  my  side  all  the  time  on  the 
tfeld,  was  killed  in  this  engagement.     He  fell  while  gallantly  leading 
one  of  the  regiments  in  the  cht^rge  far  in  advance  of  the  main  line. 
In  his  fall,  the  army  has  lost  a  gallant  and  skillful  officer,  society  l^as 
lost  one  of  its  most  perfect  members,  and  the  Southern  Confederacy 
one  of  its  most  promising  young^men. 

For  a  list  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  fight,  as  well  as  the  casualties,  I  refer  you  to  the-  lists  furniahed 
by  regimental  commanders,  herewith  attached. 
,  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

^  W.  S.  FEATHERSTON, 

Bvigadier  G&neral,  Commanding  Sixth  Brigade^ 

,  Longstreefs  Division. 
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REPORT  OF  J&ENERAL  FEATHERSTON   OP   BATTLE  OP 

JUNE  27,  18()2. 

Richmond^  Jnly  \t,  186S. 
Major  G.  M.  Sorrel,  *  .       . 

A.  A.  General^  Major  General  Longsfreefs  Divisum : 

3ia :  About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  £7tb.  June,  l^f^er  crossing  Beaver 
Dam  creek,  raj  brigade  moved  forward,  with  Qeneral  Longstreet's 
diYisioB,  in  the  direction* of'Oaines^  farm  or  Cold  Harbor.  The  divis- 
ion was  halted  near  Hogan's  farm.  Soon  after  the  division  was  halted. 
General  Pryor  was  ordered  forward,  with  his  brigade,  to  Gaines! 
hoiise  to  drive  back*  some  skirmishers  and  a  body  of  the  enemy,  sup- 
posed to  be  in  a  skirt  of  wood  near  the  house.  General  Wilcox  and 
myself  were  ordered  forward  with  onr  brigades  to  support  him,  the 
balance  of  the  division  remaining  in  a  line  at  Hogan's  farm. 

Geaeral  Pryor  advanced — General  Wilcox  and  my  brigade  close  in 
his  rear:  After  a  sharp  skirmish,  the  enemy  was  handsomely  di^iven 
from  the  skirt'of  woods  by  General  Pryor's  brigade.  ' 

The  three  brigades  were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  artillery  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  planted  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ghickahoininy«  * 
They  were,  therefore^  thrown  back  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  Gaines' 
house^  (after  the  skirmishers  had  been  driven  out  from  the  skirt  of  woods 
in  front)  to  await  further  orders  Here  they  remained  until  almost  four 
o'elock  in  the  evening,  when  they  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  unite 
ID  a  joint  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who  w^re  posted  on  our  side  of  the 
Chickahorainy,  south-east  from  Gaines'  house.  These  three  brigades, 
Wilcox'iB,  Pryor's  and  my  own,  constituted  the  extreme  right  of  our 
attarkingcolnmn,'and  was  separated  some  distahce  from  the  balance 
of  our  attacking  forces.  GenerSl  Wilcox  was  the  senior  brigadier 
present,  and  directed  well  the  movement.  The  three  brigades  were 
thrown  in  line  of  battle  near  a  ravine,  where  they  were  partially 
protected  in  front  from  the  fire  of  tfie  enemy^  After  they  were  formed, 
in  line  oC  battle,  they  were  ordered  to  move  rapidly  over  the  field  in 
front,  some  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  in  width  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  where  the  enemy  was  posted.  '  During  this  advance,  they  were 
exposed  to  a  raking  ^re  from  the  enemy's  artillery  in  front  as  well  as 
from  his  long-range  rifles.  The  advance  was  rapidly  made,  with  uii- 
broken  lines,  displaying  an  order  and  discipline  that  would  have  been 
creditable  to  the  oldest  veterans.  A  more  dangerous  charge  could  not 
he  made  by  troops  thaa  the  one  made  by  these  three  brigades  on  this 
occasion.  The  woods  wdre  reached  with  considerable  loss  in  our 
ranks.  A  murderous  fire  was  opened  upon  the  enemy  by  our  men, 
and  they  were  driven  back.  Our  men  encountered  on  entering  the 
woods,  ditches  and  ravines,  and,  in  •pursuing  the  enemy  through  th^ 
vroods,  had  to  ascend  a  steep  hill,  but  their  course  was  onward  and 
steady.  The  enemy ^  fighting  with  great  desperation, 'were  driven 
.graduall]!^back  from  one  position  to  another ;  first  from  thb  edge  of  the 
wood  back  behind  their  works  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  ancUthen  their 
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works  were  stormed  and  taken.  Hard  pressod,  they  were  compelled  to 
abandon  their  artillery,  (four  pieces  of  which  were  poeeed  ov^€  by  my 
brigadcf  and  a  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  them,)  aAd  finally  to  fiee 
in  wild  confusion.  Our  troops  held  the  ground  .and  occupied  their 
encaa^>mcnt3  that  night.  The  struggle  was  a  desperate  oq«  from  the 
time  our  troops  were  ordered  to « advance  until  the  close  of  the  fight, 
about  three  hours.  They  were  opposed  by  superior  numbers  and  ex- 
posed to  the  hci^viest  kind  of  artillery  and  infantry  fire.  While  these 
three  brigades  were  attacking  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Gaines' 
house,  one  column  was  moving  simultaneously  on  our  left.  Our  loss  was 
heavy  in  this  engagement ;  but  it  is  believed' that  the  enemy  suffered 
much  more  severely^  notwithstanding  he  fought  under  the  cover  of  his 
works,  wiih  every  advantage  in  the  ground,  and  with  the  additional 
advantage  of  the  position  of  his  artillery,  which  commandei!!  the  entire 
field  occupied  by  our  troops.  I  directed  Captain  Smith's  battery  to  be. 
planted  on  a  hill  not  far  from  Gaines^  farm,  the  moi^t  commanding  posi- 
tion that  could  be  found  in  the  open  field  in  which  we  were  marching. 
From  this  position  he  fired  several  rounds  at  the  enemy  immediately 
in  frpnt  and  some  distance  to  the  right  in  the  woods.  I  regretted  to 
lose,  in  this  engagement,  Major  Mullins,  in  command  of  the  nine- 
teenth  Mississippi  regiment,  who  w^s  severely,  though  not  mortally, 
•wounded. 

A  list  of  t&e  casualties  in  the  different  regiments  is  herewith  irans- 
mitced;  also,  a  list  of  thoae  who  were  particularly  distinguished  in 
the  action. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  who  were  present,  Captain  Packer  and 
Lieutenant  Redding,  (Lieutenant  Sykes  having  been  aent  to  Rich* 
mond  by  me,)  I  ^am  indebted  for  the  promptness  and  coolness  with 
which  all  orders  were  executed.  To  the  commissary  department  under 
charge  cf  Major  Partridge,  and  the  medical  department,  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Craft,  and  tlie  quartermaster's  department,  undercharge 
of  Major  Barksdule,  we  were  greatly  indebted  for  the  industry  aud 
attention  displayed  by  them  in  supplying  our  wants  in  their  respect- 
ive depar-tments.    ,  • 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  , 

H.  L.  FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier  General,  commajidhig  Sixth  Brigade, 
^  LoiigstreeVs  Dimian. 
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REPORT  OF  JGSMBBAL  FEATHERSTON   OF  -BATTLE  OF 

JUNE  SO,  1861 

EiciJMOND,  Jnly  12,  l&6i. 

Major  G.  M.  8o!iR«t,  A.  A.  ©.,' 

M<tjor  General  Longsinefs  Division  : 

Sir  :  On  Monday  mornirig,  June  3()th,  General  Long«trcef  s  divis-. 
ion  engaged  the  enemy  to  the  left  of  the  Darbytowb  road,  some 
fifteen  miles  from  this  place  and  not  far  from  the  James  river.  This 
was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  engagement  soon  became 
general  from  his. right  to  his  l^ft.  Sly  brigade  vns  held  in  reserve  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fight,  but  about  five  O'clock  in  the  evening  was 
ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  left  of  Genf  ral  Longstrcet's  di- 
vision. As  I  passed  up' to  the  place  designated,  I  found  the  contest 
was  bcccming  very  hot  on  the  le!t,  and  I  thought  the  enemy  advanc- 
ing. •  On  reaching  General  Payor's  brigade,  which  was  then  on  the 
extreme  left  of  General  Longstreet's  division,  I  was  requested  by 
General  Pryor  to  bring  my  brigade  to  the  support  of  his.  .1  imme- 
diati'ly  saw  the  neceseity  ot  doing  so,  and  threw  my  men  into  line  of 
battle  and  inarched  them  in.  Oveilooking  to  our  extreme  left,  I  saw 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  to  flank  us,  probably 
with  a  very  heavy  force,  and  immediately  sent  back  one  of  my  aids. 
Lieutenant  Sykes,  to  General  Longstreet,  requesting^im  to  bring  up 
the  reinforcements.  General  Longstreet  had  informed  me  on  our 
march  to  the  field  of  action  that  reinforcements  would  be  serit  for- 
ward.  My  brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  lines,  to  or  near  a  force 
at  the  edge  of  the  field.  Here  they  opened  a  steady  6re  on  the  ene- 
my's lines,  and  the  enemy,  pouring  a  well  directed  fire  into  our 
ranks,  seemed  not  to  be  giving  "way,  but  inclined  to  advance.  My 
first  determination,  after  giving  them  a  few  fires,  was^to  ord?r  a 
charge;  but  believing  the  force  in  front  to  be  va?tly  superior  to  ours, 
and  seeing  that  a  flank  movement  was  contemplated 'by  the  cTicmy,  I 
declined  to  do  so,  for  the  reason  that  it  might  have  resulted  in  having 
my  small  command  surrounded- and  cti.t  off  before  the  reinforcements 
sent  for  could  come  up  to  our  support.  At  this  time,  I  received  a 
painful  wound  in  the  shoulder,' and  was  compelled  to  retire  froih  the 
field.  When  I  left  the  field  General  Gregg's  brigade  had  reached  it, 
and  was  but  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  mine,  forming  in  line.  For 
what  occurred  subsequently  I  refer  you  to  reports  of  regimental 
commanders,  herewith  transmitted.  For  the  casualties,  and  names  of 
those  who  distinguished  themselves  iq  this,  engagement,  I  also  refer 
you  to  lists  impended  thereto.  ,  - 

I  regret  to  learn  that  in  this  engagement  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
G.  Taylor,  of  the  second  Mississippi  battalion,  fell,  morfally  Voanded, 
and  died  iiit  a  few  hours.  The  loss  of  so  gallant,  skillful  and  expe- 
rienced ftn  officer,  at  snch  a  tj^mo,  cannot  but  be  seriously  felt  to  the 
eanse.     Rimigning  his  office  in  the*  old    arrr>y  at  an   cnrly  period  in. 
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this  revolution,  and  quitting  his  native  State  (Eentnekj)  and  coming 
kere  to  nntte  his  fortune  ^with  oura,  the  peopk  .of  phe  Gonfedeimef 

should  cherish  his  memory/and  will  mourn  his  loss. 

On  this  ocifasion,  as  on  the  former,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  mj 
staff  for  their  valuable  services.  Captain  Parker  an^  Lientdnaat 
Redding  wei;e  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time  in  the  execution  of 
orders.  Major  W.  R.  Barksdale  wasVlso  present  and  rendered  val- 
uable services,  assisting  me  to  bring  the  men  into  line  of  battle  and 
getting  ^em  into  positioi^.  Knowing  thescarcity  of  field  officers,  I 
'sent  him  to  the  left  of  the  brigade,  to  remain  there  and  aid  in  con* 
trolling  the  movements  of  that  wing.  He  displayed  great  coolness, 
courage  and  *  sagacity.  Captain  Wynn,  of  General  Wilcox's  staff, 
tendered  his  services  to  me,  as  we  were  going  on  the  field,  as  a  vol- 
unteer aid,  to  whom  I  felt  much  indebtM  for  his  assistance  and  gallant 
bearing. 
.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  PEATHERSTON^ 
Comnxanding  Sixth  Brigade^  LongstreeCs  Dimsifm. 
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GBNBRAL  KfiMPBR'3  REPORT  OF  OPBBATIONS  AROUND 
•         .  ^  RICHMOND. 

Hkadhuaetcrs  First  Brigidk,  Lonostrest's  Di?i8iONy  > 

July  I7th,  1802..  } 

Major  G.  MoxLCT  Sorrel, 

Asmfant  Adjviant  Gitmal : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  re- 
cent ofHnnitioQS  of  my  commanl  : 

This  brigafJe   left  its  camp  on   tho  Williamsbarg  road  aboat  dawn' 
on  the  foomin^  of  Thursday,  the  £6ch   ultimo,  numheriog  fotirteea' 
.  biindred  and  thirty- three  mutskcts,  and  provided  with  three  days'  ra- 
tiona,  wbipK  were  carried  by  the  loen  in  their  haversack?. 

The  division  being  marched  left  in  front;  during  the  late  operations 
CQthe  hotth  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  the  first  brigade  brought  ap 
tke  re:&r  of  its  line,  and  wad  not  orde/ed  into  any  of  the  actions  which' 
occurred  prior  to  Monday,  30th  ultimo.  It  was  held  in  reserve,  how- 
€rer,  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  battle-fields  of  the  26th  and  37th. 
aliimo,  as^well  as  that  of  the  1st  instant,  in  readiness  to  be  thrown 
iato  actron  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Upon  the  SiHh  ultimo,  the  division  was  halted  in  tho  vicinity  of  the 
ea^'.my,  en  the  road  leading  through  Frasicr's  farm,  and  under  the  or«> 
ders  of  Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Anderson,  commanding  the  division^^ 
I  formed  my  command  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to  fhe  road  ;  one  regiment  of  the  second  brigade  being 
posted  in  line  between  my  left  and  the  road.'  My  command  consti- 
tated  tho  extreme  right  of  our  general  line  of  battle,  and  was  ported 
apon  tJie  roar  eilge  of  a  dense  bbdy  of  timber;  the  seventeenth  Vir- 
gi(Ma  regiment  (Colonel  M.  D.  Corse,)  occupying  the  right;  the 
twenty-fourth  Virginia  regiment,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Hairston  com- 
Di»nding,)  the  leH:;  tho  fir>t  Virginia,  (Captain  Norton  command- 
ing,) the  centre;  the  eleventh  Virginia,  (Captain  Otey  command* 
ing,)  the  ri^ht  centre,  and  the  seventh  Virginia,  (Colonel  W.  T. 
Pattofi,)  the  left  centre.  Soon  after  getting  into  position,  I  received 
orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  Longstreet,  to  use  the  utmost  care  in  gusrdiag 
against  aiiy  movement  of  the  enemy  upon  my  right,  and  I  at  once 
caused  Colonel  Corse,  of  the  right  regiment,  to^change  front  to  rear 
OB  hi««  left  company.  so«  that  his  regiment  formed  an  obtuse  angle 
with  the  line  pC  the  brigade,  and  fronted  obliquely  to  the  right.  I 
also  caaeed  two  companies  of  this  regiment  to  move  forward  from 
Gorae'e  new  front,  as  skirmisheis,  under  command  of  Captain  Simp- 
ion.  Afte(  advanoing  several  hundred  yards,  these  skirmishers  were 
halted  upon  the  rear  edge  of  an  open  field,  a  good  view  of  which  was 
commaBded  from  their  position,  i  aUt>  posted  Rogers'  battery  of  four 
pieces  upon  an  open  eminence,  near  the  right  of  my  line,  and  in  sup- 
porting distance  of -Gorse'a  regiment;  the  position  Jbeing  such  as  to 
command  an  extensive  field  npon  my  right.  Aboat  five  e^lodLfP. 
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M.,  an  ord^r  being  reooiTed  from  Majoi'^  General  Longstreet  to  ad- 
vance my  line,  I  immediately,  in  person,  ordered  Col.  Corse  to  change 
his  front  forward  so  as.to  bring  the  right  of  his  regiment  np  to  the 
brigade  line,  and  sent  my  staff  along  the  line  towards  t|ie  left,  do  as  to 
ensure  the  simnltaneoas  advance  of  the  entire  line.     The  brigade  ad- 
vanced in  line  of  battle  steadily  and  in  good  order,  notwithstanding 
the  nnevejiness  of  the  ground,  whioh,  in  places,  was  almost  precipitous, 
the  entangled  undergrowth  which  filled  the  woods,  and  the  firing  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  located  directly  in- front,  whioh  rapidly 
threw  shell  and  round  shot  over  and  almost  in  the  midst  of  my  com- 
mand.    The  advance  continued  *to  be  conducted  in  good  order,  until 
very  soon  coming  upon  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  and  driving  them 
in,  the  men  seemed  to  be  possessed  with  the  idea  that  they  were  upon 
the  enemy's  main  line,  and,  in  an  instant,  the  whole  brigade  charged 
forward  in  double-quick  time,  and  with  loud  cheers.     Nothing  could 
have  been  more  chivalrously  done,  and  nothing  could  have  been  move 
unfortunate,  as  the  cheering, of  the  men  only  served  to  direct  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's  batteries ;  and  the  movement  in  double-quick  time 
through  dense  woods,  over  rough  ground,  encumbered  with  matted  un- 
dergrowth, and  crossed  by  a  swalnp,  had  theeffec(  of  producing  more 
or  less  confusion,  and  breaking  the  continuity  of  the  line,  which,  how- 
ever, was  preserved  as  wdl  as  it  possibly  could  have  been  under  the  cir- 
cumstances.    But  a  single  idea  seemed  to  control  the  minds  of  the  men, 
which  was  to  reach  the  enemy's  line  by  the  most  direct  route,*  and  in 
the  shortest  time  ;  and  no  earthly  power  could  have  availed  to  arrest 
or  restrain  the  impetuousity  with  which  they  rushed  towards  the  foe, 
for  my  orders  previously  given,  with  great  care  and  emphasis,  to  the 
assembled  field  officers  of  the  brigade,  forbade  any  movement  in  doa- 
ble-quick time  over  such  ground,  when  the  enemy  were  not  in  view. 
The  obstructions  were  such  ias  to  mike  it  impossible  for  any  officer  to 
see  more  than  a  few  files  of  4iis  men  at  one  view,  and  it  was  apparent 
that. any  effort  to  halt  and  reform  the'  entire  baigade  ivonid  be  futile, 
aM  would  only  serve  to  produce  increased  confusion.     But  whatever 
tBe  error  of  the  men  in  advancing  too  rapidly,  in  disregard  of  pre- 
vious orders  to  the  contrary,  it  was  an  error  upon  the  side  of  bravery. 
After  advancing  in  this  way  probably  ten  or  twelve  hundred  yards, 
crossing  two  bodies  of  woods,  and  a  small  intermediate  field,  the  line 
suddenly  emerged  into  another  field,  facing  a  battery  of  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  not  less  than  eight  pieces,  distant  but  a  few  hundred 
yards,  while  the  enemy's  infantry  were  found  protected  by  an  irmpv 
fectly  and  hastily  constructed  breastwt>rk,  and  a  house  near  by.     At 
the  same  time,  it  became  apparent  that  another  battery  of  the  enemy 
was  posted  a  considerable  distance  to  our  left.  These  tvtojbittertes  and 
the  enemy's  infantry,  poured  an  incessant  fire  of  shell,  grape,  can- 
ister and  lead  upon  my  line,  and  did  much  execution.     Still  there  was 
no  perceptible  faltering  in  the  advance  of  these  brftve  ,men,  who 
rushed  actoss^the  open  field,  pouring  a  well-directed  fire  into  the  en- 
emy driving  him  from  his  breaitworks,  and  the  battery  in  our  front. 
The  guns  of  the  battery  were  abandoned  to  us  for  the  time  being,  and 
iqy  command  waq^in  virtual  posBession  of  the  chosen  position  of  the 
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eneqiy..  A  more  impetpons  and  desperate  charge  was  never  made 
than  that  of  my  amall  command  against  the'  sheltered  and  greatly 
superior  forces  of  the  enemy.  The  ground  whifch  they  gained  from 
the  enemy  is  marked  by  the  graves  of  some  of  my  veterans  who  Were 
buried  where  they  fell ;  and  those  graves  marked  with  the  names,  of 
the  occupants,  situated  at  and  near  the  position  of  the  enemy,  show 
the  points  at  which  they  dashed  against  the  strongholds  of  the  re- 
treating foo.  It  is  proper  to  be  stated  here,  that  the  left  of  my  line 
was  entirely  Kusupported,  and  greatly  to  my  surprise  and  disappoint- 
menty  for  I  had  supposed  thaj;  the  movement  of  my  brigade  was  part 
of  a  general  advance  6f  our  entire  lines.  Up  to  this  time  no  firing 
was  heard  upon  tsy  left,  except  the  firing  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
directed  upon  my  line  with  telling  effect. 

Afterward^,  at  a  late  hour,  I  found  the  right  regiment  of  the  second 
brigade  (on  the  right  of  which  I  had  originally  formed)  standing  fast 
at  or  near  the  position  they  bad  occupied  in  the  beginning,  ai|^  near 
the  line  from  which  my  advance  was  begun.  I  was  informed  that  this 
regiment  had  remained  from  the  first  in  that  position,  having  received 
no  subsequent  orders  to  move  forward.  .  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  under- 
stood as  alleging  or  intimating  anydelinquency  upon  the  part  of  the 
second  brigade,  and  I  certainly  do  not  undertake  to  say  at  what  time 
that  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Jenkins,  advapced ;  but.  if  its  ad- 
vance was  simultaneous  with  my  own,  it  must  have  happened  that  the 
lines  of  advance  of  the  two  brigades  were  so  divergent  as  to  leave  a 
wide  interval  between  the  right  of  the  one  and  the  left  of  the  other. 
"Whatever  v;ere  the  operations  of  the  second  brigade  they  were  doubt- 
lesst  in  keoping  with  its  proud  character  in,  the  past,  and  that  of  its 
gallant  commander.  AH  that  I  uc^dertake  to  state  positively  in  this 
connection  is,  that  the  right  regiment  of  the  second  brigade  did  not 
advance  for  a  long  time  after  my  brigade  had  been  moved  forward, 
and  that  at  the  time  when  my  command.had  obtained  virtual  posses-  ' 
■ion  of  the  enemy's  position,  no  Confederate  troops  were  anywhere 
risible  except  my  own.  It  now  became  evident  that  the  position 
sought  to  be  held  by  my  command,  was  wholly  uilt^nable  by  them  un- 
1<}S3  largely  and  immediately  reinforced.  The  inferior  numbers  which 
had  alarmed  the  enemy  and  driven  him  from'his  breastworks  and  bat- 
teries soon  became  apparent  to  him,  and  he  at  once  proceeded  to  make 
use  of  his  advantage.  While  greatly  superior  numbers  hung  upon  • 
oUr  front,  considerable  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  thrown  upon  both 
flanks  of  my  command,  which  was  now  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
wholly  captured  or  destroyed.  Already  they  were  capturing  oflScers  and 
raenat  different  points  of  my  line,  principally  upon  the  right.  No  rein- 
forcements appeared,  and  the  dire  alternative  of  withdrawing  from, 
the  position,  although  of  obvioii|:and  inevitable  necessity,  was  rduct- 
a^tly  submitted  to. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  offered  by  the  ifrilderpess  through  whieh 
the  brigade  had  advanced,  the  task  of  reassembling  and  reforming' the 
regiments;  was  atitended  with  much  trouble.  I  sent  out  details  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  direct  officers  and.  men  where  to,  reform,  and  as 
90oa  as  this  task  waa  accomplished,  imperfectly  it  is  true,  bplt  aft. 
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effectually  as  was  possible  at  so  late  an  hour  of  tbo  day,  I  repaired  to 
General  Longstreet'a  headquarters  as  scon  as  I  conld  find  them,  and, 
nnder  instructions  there  received,  it  now  being  night,  I  proceeded  to 
select  aauitable  position  on  the  road  in  the  rear,  i;t  whicti  stragglers 
could  be  arrested,  and  such  of  mj  men  as  had  not  then  come  in  could 
be  re- collected. 
•  I  should  have  mentioned  before,  that  soon  after  my  command  was 
overpovrered,  and  before  all  of  it  had  fallen  back.  General  Branch's 
brigade  was  found  comming  up,  and  General  Branch  was  shown  by  me 
into  the  position, which  ray  gallant  men  lad  vainly  sought  to  hold 
ag'ainst  overwhelming  odds,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  third 
brigade  of  this  division.  Colonel  Hunton  commanding,  took  position 
on  Branch's  right:  If  it  had  been  possible  for  these  brigades  to  have 
iadvanced  simuTtaneouely  with  my  own,  the  victory  of  the  day  would 
have  been  achieved  on  the  right  of  our  line  ttiih  comparatively  little 
difiScul^.  and  at  an  early  hour.  When  my  line  emerge  d  into  the  open 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  the  seventh  Virginia,  comanded 
by  Colonel  W.  T.  Potton,  gallantly  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Colocel 
Flowreeand  Major  Swindler*  was  ii;  good  order,  considering  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  ground  over  which  it  had  passed,  .and  this  regiment  and 
the  first  Virginia,  nobly  sustained  by  such  portions  of  the  other  regi- 
ments as  had  come  up,  made  the  first  daring  charge  which  drove  the 
enfemy  from  his  position.  Seven  companies  of  the  seventeenth  Vir- 
ginia, were  unavoidably  delayed  for  some  time  by  the  almost  impassa- 
ble inature  of  the  swamp  at  the  point  at  which  they  crossed. 

Praise  is  due  to  Colonel  Corse,  seventeenth  Virginia,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Hairston,  twenty- foi\rth  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  Colo- 
nel W.  T.  Pation,  seventh  Virginia,  (who  tacted  with  eminent  gal- 
lantry,) for  discharging  their  duties  with  the  utmost  fidelity  and 
bravery. 

The  same  praise  is  accorded  to  Captain  K.  Otey,  commanding^ 
eleventh  Virginia  ;  Captain  Norton,  commanding  first  Virginia  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Marye  and  Captain  Simpson,  of  the  seventeenih,  fell 
into  the  hands  of.  the  enemy,  vhile  discharging  their  duties  with  con- 
spicuous gallantry  I  anii  8atisfie<l  all  the  field  officers  did  well.  I 
•specially  commend  the  gop<l  conduct  of  Ca|.tain  W.  T.  ^ry,  my  A. 
A.  General,  and  Mr.  A.  Camp  Beckham,  who  acted  as  my  volunteer 
aid-dc-camp. 

Among  those  reported  to  me  as  deserving  especial  notice  for  gal- 
lantry on  the  field,  are  Captain  Joel  Blanchard,  company  D,  and 
Lieutenant  W.  W.  Gooding,  company  K,  seventh  Vijginia,  Who  were 
both  killed,  Lieutenunt  W.  E.  Harrison,  company  A,  sergeant-major 
Tansill  and  color- sergeant  Mays,  boUi  wound-^d,  and  both  of  whom 
had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg  and  Seven 
Pipes;  fir&t  sergeant  William  Apperson,  company  C,  who  was  killed, 
•nd^private  George  Watson,  company  F,  who  has  also  repeatedly  dis* 
tinguishtd  himself  for  bravery,  all  of  the  seventh  Virginia  regiment. 

Captain  James  Mitchell,  cojppany  C,  and  Lieutenant  Logan  Bobina, 
company  B,  fi) St  Virginia  regiment,  both  of  whom  were  wounded; 
lieutenant  W.  R.  Abbott^  company  E,  and  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Dix» 
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eompany  K,  elerenth  Virginiay  bjpth  of  whom  were  killed ;  Lieatcnant 
Calfee,  company  0,  of' the  twenty-fourth  Yirgiiiia,  who  was  killed 
iritkiii  a  few  paees  of  th«  enemy's  btttery^  and  Captains  Ben|Iey  and 
Nbwlin,  of  the  same  regiment.  I  doubt  not  there  are  many  others^ 
emitted  in  the  reports,  who  equally  distinguished  themselves.  The 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  a(%  made  up  of  the  very  best  officers  and. 
men  of  which  my  command  conld  boast. 

The  following  is  a  recspitalation  of  the  losses  of  the  day,  of  which 
fall  returns  have  already  been  rendered : 

RECAPJTULATION. 


• 

KH.LEI>. 

WOTIKDKD. 

Mififlixo. 

AaORKOATB. 

'• 

2 

1- 

m 

o 

si 

S^irst  Kosriment.*^..... 

2 

.       0 

8 
60 
60 
21 
67 

6 
38 
39 
60 
13 

11 

Fourth  Keifinient. ............ 

2 
2 
8 

1 

12 

7 

14 

a 

2 
13 

1 

121 

El*^venth  Kogimont,... 

8evetit»vnth  Ri'i^iaent, 

Twety  fourth  Regiment,... 

100 

•  2 
4 

113 
79 

• 

8 

86          14 

191 

19 

156 

424 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
•       •  JAME8  L.  KEMPER, 

Brig,  General  commanding  Fifst  Brigade,  IJongstrcefs  Division, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


.  I 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  GREGG  OP  BATTLE  OF  COLD 
.  '  HARBOR. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Light  Divisioir,       j 

Camp  4n  South  Anna  riper ^  near.  Chrdonftiiky  \ 

Augast  6th,   Id  2.'  ) 

Major  :    My  report  concerDing  the  battles  before   Richmond  has 
been  delayed,  first  by  the  delay  in  the  reports  made  to  me  by  Bubor- 
dinate  commanders,  caused  by  the   wounds  or  sickness,   under  which 
alT  of  them  suffered,  and  next  by  movements  of  the  brigade  and  duties 
in  the  field.      After   nightfall,   on   the    25th    of   June   last,   four 
regiments  of  the  second  brigade,  accompanied  by  Crenshaw's  battery, 
followed  from  the  position   on  the  extreme  right  of  the  division^  the 
march  of  the  other  brigade *to  the  left,   and  halted  to  bivouac  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge   road.      The   fourteenth    regiment  South   Carolina 
volunteers,   under    Colonel    McGowan,   was    left  on    picket    duty 
on  the  edge  of  the  Chickahominy  valley,  in   front   of  the   position 
evjacuated  by  the  brigade,   to  be  relieved  by  other  troops  of  another 
division  the  same   night,  and  to  follow  the  march.     By  some  mis- 
chance, however,  it  was  not  relieved  at  all.     I  had  to  remain  in  place 
the  next  day  and  night  and  until   the   middle   of  the   following  day, 
when  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  down-  the   opposite-  side  of  the  river 
enabled  it  to  cross  and  rejoin  the  brigade  in  the  midst  cf  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor,   where  the  light  division,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th 
of  June,  crossed  the  Meadow  Bridge  and  attacked  the  enemy  at  Me- 
cbanicsville.'    The  second  brigade,  still  marching  in  rear  of^the  divis- 
ion, did  not  become  actually  engaged,   but  was  deployed  ip  reserve. 
It  was  exposed  for  some  time  to  a  fire  of  shot  and  shells,  from  which, 
however,  the  lines  were  much  sheltered,  by  taking  advantage  of  ine- 
qualities in  the  grounds  and  causing  the  men  to  lie  down.     Only  four 
men  were  wounded.     At  one  time  an   erroneous  report  wfis  brought 
to  me  that  the  enemy  were  appearing  to  our  left  and  rear.     A  detach- 
ment from  Colonel  Marshall's  regiment,  thrown   out  as  skirmishers, 
quickly  detected  the  error.     During  the   action,  I  6ent   forward  my 
aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Langdon  C.  Haskell,  to  learn  whether  rein- 
forcements were  needed  from  my  brigade,  but  as  he  didnot  meet  Maj. 
General  Hill,  and  did  not  find   the  state  of  battle  sucif  as  to  require 
my  moving  forward  without  waiting  for  orders,'  I  remained  in  posi- 
tion.   The  brigade  lay  on  its  arms  that  night.     Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  27th,  I  received  orders  from  General  Hill  to  take  the  ttdvance 
with  the  second  brigade,  and  to^rive   the  enemy  from,  their  position 
on  Beaver  Dam  creek,  at  EUyson's  Mills.     Forming  the  first  regi-* 
ment  South  Carolina  volunteers.  Colonel  Hamilton  commanding,  and 
the  twelfth.  Colonel  Barns,  in  line, of  battle,  with  two  companies  Of* 
•ekfrmishers — Captain  Cordew's,  of  the  first,  and  Captain  Mills',  of 
the  twelfth— thrown  forward;  while   the  thirteenth  regiment  South' 
Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Edwards,  and  the  first  regident  rifles. 
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South  Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Marshall,  followed  in  support — 
Crenshaw's  battery  being  in  rear.  The  brigade  advanced  to  the  attack. 
Slight  resistance  was  made  here  by  the  enemy,  and  the  passage  of  the 
stream,  which  presented  a  strong  natural  defence,  was  gained.     Many 
Confederate  soldiers,  wounded  or  killed  in   a  preceding  unsuccessful 
.  asss^ult,  lay  in  the  road  towards  the  crossing  of  the  creek,  and  had  to 
be  moved  aside  to  allow  the  passage  of  our  artillery.     A  small  bridge, 
broken  up  by  the  en^my,  had  also  to  be  repaired.     This  was  towards 
eight  o'clock  in  the   morning.     Crossing   Beaver   Dam   creek,   the 
brigade  advanced  along  the    road    amongst   piles  *  of  knapsacks   and 
other  property  and    burning   stores    abandoned   by  the  enemy,  with 
ikirmishers  from  ^he  first  and  twelfth  regimertts  out  to   the  front  and 
left.     Coming  into  the  edge  of  an  open  field,  Captain  Cordew's.  com- 
pany^ (first   S.  C    V.,)    deployed    as  skirmishers,   was  fired   on   by 
artilljry  in  front,  and  Second    Lieutenant   N.  C,  Heine  and  a  soldier 
were  wounded.     Captain  W.  T.  Hoskell's  company,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, advancing  in    open    space,  discovered    that  the   forces  meet: 
ing  us  in  front  from  the  left  we  re.  those  of  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  entered  into  communication  with  them  so  as  to  avoid  *the  risk  of 
further  mischief.     In  the   meantime,    two   companies  of  the  twelfth 
regiment  (Miller's  and  Neville's)  sent  out  under  Lieut.  Colonel  Cad- 
1^^Il&der  Jones,  to  meet  the  enemy  seen  on  the  left,  took  and  brought 
in  some  twelve'of  the  prisoners,  belonging  in  chief  to  regiments  of 
Pennsylvania  reserves.     At  the  intersection  of  the  roads,  near  Wal- 
nut Grove  church,  where  Major  Geueral  Hill  stopped  to  confer  with 
Major  General  Jackson,  I  received  General  Hill  s  further  instruc- 
tions and  resumed  the  advance  on  the  roads  running  near  the  Chick- 
"  abominy    to    Gaines'    Mill.     Approaching   the   vici«ity    of  Hogan's 
'  house,  whye  General  Lee   stopped  me   by  the  road  side  and  gave  mo 
farther  directions  for  advancing  and    attacking  the  enemy,  I  moved 
the  brigade  forward  in  nearly  the  same  order  as  the  first — the  first  and 
twelfth  regiments  leading,   with    skirmishers    in   front.     In  compli- 
ance with  a  request  sent  me   by  General   Longstreet,   I    rode  hastily 
across  to  Hogan's   house,    where  I    informed    General  LongstreeJ;  of 
-  the  route  by  which  my  brigade  was  moving  and  learned  from  him  the 
parallel  road  on   my  right,  by  which    his   troops  were  to  move.     In 
approaching  Powhite  Creek,  we  passed  an  extensive  deserted  camp  of 
•  the  enemy,  with  great  quantities  of  accoutrements  and  stores  aban- 
doned or  burning.     A  lar^e  pontoon  train  was  burning  in    a  field  to 
our  left.     The  enemy  made  some  stand  at  Gaines'   Mill,  and  here  our 
ekirmishers,   (Cordew's   and   Haskell's  companies,  of.  the  first,  and 
Miller's,  of  th«  twelfth,)  became  sharply  engaged.     The  enemy  was 
ftheltered  by  trees.     Our  riflemen  availed  themselves  of  the  inequali- 
ties of  tho  ground,  where  they  could  fire  and  load  lying. down.     This 
exchange  of  fire  having  continued  for- some  time,  while  the  fijst  and 
twelfth  were  preparing  to  advance  in   line,  and  judging  that  a  rapid 
charge  of  skirmishers  would  dislodge  the  enemy,  with  least  loss  to  our 
troops,  I  ordered  them  forward  at  the  double-quick.     At  the  word  of 
command  the  riflemen  sprang  to  their  Teet,  and,   advancing  impetu- 
o«aly,  drove  the  enemy  before  them.     The  firbt   and  ^twelfth  n^* 
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followed  in  line  of  battle^  and,  after  the  bridges  on  the  creek  and  uiU- 
race,  torn  up  by  the  enemy,  had  been  rebuilt  by  a  working  partj 
under  Lieutenants  Johnson  and  Izard,  of  the  engineer  corps,  crossed 
the  stream  and  ftgai/i  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  to 
advance,  supported  by  the  other  two  regiments. 

It  was  now   nearly  two  o'clock/  P.  M.     The  advance   across    th^ 
plain,  which  extends  from  the  valley  of  Powhito  creek  to  that  beyond 
Oold  Harbor,  was  made   rapidly  and  steadily,,  under  the  IS  re  of  tho 
enemy's  skirmishers.     For  a  g  jod'part  of  th6  distance,  the  line,  ad- 
vanced at  the  double-quick.     Anaong  the   troops -driven    from    the 
ground,  the  ninth  Mansachusctts  was  noticed.     Descending  into  the 
•hollow  beyond  Cold  Harbor,  the  sides  of  which  aare  wooded  and  tbo 
bottom  occupied  by  a  marsh,  somewhat  difficult  to  cross,  the  brigade 
dislodged  the  enemy  and  was  formed  in  two  lines.     The  first coneiatcd 
of  the  first  and  twelfth  regiments,  on  the  further  hillside  ;  the  second 
consisted  of  the  first  rifles  and  the   thirteenth,  in  the  low  grounds^ 
behind  Captain  Crenshaw's  guns,  now  placed  in  battery  n^ear  the  brow 
■  of  the  hill  on  the  Cold  Harbor  side;  from  which  he  commenced  firing 
on  the  enemy  across  the  valley,  who  replied  from  batteries  on  the  hill 
in  our  front.     In  this  position,  with  the  fire  of  artillery  passing  over- 
head, the  infantry  remained  at  a  halt,  by  General  Hill's  orders,  from 
about  half- past  two  o'clocs.  until  four,  to  await   the  formation  of  the 
line  of  battle  on  our  right  and  left,  preparatory  to  a  general  attatrk. 
When  General  Hill  sent  the  order  to  make  the  attack,  I  directed   the 
first  and  twelfth  regiments  to  advance  up  the  hillside      The  ground, 
especially  in  front  of  the  first,  tvas  covered   with   a  dense  thicket  of 
young  pines.     As  our  troops  ascended  towards  the  open  ground,  they 
were  met  by  a  continirous  fire  of  small  arms  from   a  much  superior 
number  of  troops,  and  at  the  same  time  were  expot^ed  to  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery,  both  direct  and   oblique.     The   fire    was  s<f  destructive 
they  could   not  advance  further.     Finding   that   great  damage   was 
done  by  an  enfilading  fire  from  a  battery  established  a  good  distance 
to  our  right,  I  directed  Colonel  Marshall,  with  his  regiment,  to  charge 
and  take  it,  throwing  forward  two  companies  in  open  order,  supported 
b^  two  others,  as  a  reserve,  in  close  jorder,  and  following'  with  t^e. 
rcbt  of  the  regiment,  joined  in  columnr  of  companies.     Colonel  Mar- 
shall, addressing  a  few   brief  and   stirring   words    to    his   regiment^ 
proceeded  upon  the  execution  of  this  highly-perilous  service  in  the  hand: 
flomest  manner.     The  two  flank  companies  of  Capt.  D.  M.  Perrin  and 
Capt.  T.  J.  Norton  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Perrin.     The  companies  of  Captains  Miller  and  Miles 
M.  Norton  followed,  in  support.     The   four  leading  companies   were 
all  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ledbetter.     The  charge 
was  made  'at  the  double-quick,  the  column  of  six  companies   being 
deployed  inCo  line  after  reachini^  the  open  ground.     A  most  destruc- 
tive fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  in   front   and    in   flank,  did  net 
check  the  charge,  which  wad  continued  for  several  hundred  yards^ 
.  across  the  open  ground  and  into  a  wood,  where  several. regiments  of 
the  enemy  were  posted.     Th^  battery,   which  was  the  object  of  the 
charge  had  boen  withdrawn,     ^he  regiment^  on  reaching  the  wood^ 
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commenced  Bring  on  the  enemy's  infantry  and  drove  them  in,  many 
ef  the  men  engaging  in  a  hand  to  hand  conflict  with  the  bayonet  and 
•with  clubbed  rifles.     A  strong  body  of  .New  York  Zouaves  now  made 
a  hot  attack  on  the  left  wing  and  flank  of  th^  rogiinont.     They  were 
repulsed  and  brought  to  a  stand  by  the"^teady   and  well  directed  fire 
from  a  party  which,  on   the   spur  of  the  moment,  and  •with   marked 
presence  of  mind  and  skill,   Lieutenant   Iliggins   formed   to  check 
them.     Colonel  Marshall,  finding  that  no  support  was  sent  to  him 
from  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  now  too  hard   pressed   on  its  front,  or- 
dered his  regimen^t  to  fall  back,  and  reformed  it  in  the  wooded  hollow, 
some  distance  to  the  right  of  its  original  posirion,  where   a  Noith 
Carolina  regiment,  which  just  then  came  up,  aided  .in  V)lJing   the 
ground.     Of  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven   men  carried  into  acrion, 
Colonel' MarshilPs  regiment  lost  eighty-one   killed   awV  two  horulred 
and  thirty. four  wounded.*  Nearly  all  this  loss  occurred  in  the  charge 
just  described.     I  refer  to  Colond  Marshall's  report  for  the  names  of 
many  gallant  officers  mentioned  by  him,  both  those  who  fell  on  tj^e 
field  and  those  who  passed  safely  through.     I  have  to  remark  that,  in 
the  two  leading  companies  deployed  in  open  order,  the  loss   was  not 
so  heavy  in  propurtion  as  in  the  other  companies.     I  have  no  doubt 
but,  by  drawing  the  fire  of  tho  enemy,  those  companies  made  th«  loiis 
in  the  whole  regiment  less  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.    While 
the  first  rifles  were  thus  engaged,  the. first  and  the  twelfth  regiments, 
alchough  relieved  from  the  enfilading  fire  of  the  battery  on  ilie  right, 
ba/1  a  hard  struggle    to  maintain  their  grotind   again  t  the  t^uperior 
forces  in  their  front.     The  twelfth  was  able  at  one  time  to  gain  some 
distance  in  advance  in  the  open  field,  but  Colonel  Barnes  foui.d  it  ne- 
cessary to  withdraw  it  and  reform  his  line  on   or  near  his  original 
ground  in  the  hollow.     Two  of  the  companies  of  this  regim^^nt  at 
first,  McMeekin*8  and  Erwin's,  afterwards  relieved  by    Baoker's^and 
company  G,  Lieutenant  Garvin  c*omniandiDg,  had,  during  the  halt  in 
the  hol)ow,  been  deployed  as   skirmishers    in  advance,  to  -watch  the 
enemy.     The  two  last  named  only  resumed  their  places  in  lifle  after 
the  return  to  the  hollow.     At  this  time,  in  consequence  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  ground,  the  right  of  the  twelfth  got  la  rear  of  the  first, 
and  there  was  much  danger,  in'such   a  thicket,  of  the  first  siifi"oring 
from  the  fire  of  that  portion  of  the  twelfth  behind   it,  until  Colonel 
Hamilton  interposed  and  prevented  it.     The  twelfth   advanced  again, 
abreast Vith  the  first,  and  the  two  regiments  fought  bravely  to  main- 
tain their  ground,  but  sufi'ered  great  loss,  and  were  compelled  to  fall 
back  in  some  disorder. 

In  the  first  regiment,  all  the  rafimbers  of  the  color-guard  were  shot 
down  around  Colonel  Hamilton,  who,  for  part  of  the  time,  bore  the 
colors  himself.  Colonel  Barns,  of  the  twelfth,  received  a  hyrt  which, 
although  he  did  not  leave  this  field,  in  a  great  measuie  disabled  him 
for  the  rest  of  the  day.  The  nature  of  the  ground  rendering  Ft  im- 
'  practicable  to  preserve  or  establish  regularity  in  the  front  line,  I 
therefore  ordered  Cplo'nel  Edwards  to  hold  the  thirteenth  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy  wi*h  a  steady  fire,  at  short  range,  if  they  should  de- 
^ceuA  the  hiUside  through  tBe  pine  thicket.     The  twelfth  not  be' 


362 

at  the  time  bo  heavily  pressed  as  the  first,  I  left  it  to  continue  the 
struggle  ;  the  first  I  ordered  to  reform  at  some  distjince  in  the  rear  oS 
the  thirteenth,  retiring. around  the  left  of  that  regiment.     Tfao  four- 
teenth regiment,  Colonel  McGowan,  now  arrived  on  the  field,  at  the 
moment  it  yras  so  greatly  needed.     By  General  Lee's  .order,  I  had 
sent  my  aidde-camp,  Captain  Henry  Hammond,  across  the  valley' of 
the  Chickahominy,  to  relieve  this  regiment  from  duty  on  the  post  so 
long  occupied  hy  it,  and  to  guide  it  to  the  brigade.     Captain  Ham- 
mond, met,  at  the  river,  Captains  Wood  and  Taggert,  sent  forward  with 
their  companies  by  Colonel   McGowan,  to  endeavbr  to  communicate 
with  me.     The  bridge  at  whrch  they  met,  was  one  cAnstructed  by  the 
enemy  oprposife  Dr.  Friend's  house,  and  torn  up  and  burned  by   the 
enemy  the  night  before.     Leaving  his  horse  at  the  river,    Captain 
Hammond  ^t  across  on   foot  and  carrie^  the  order  to  Colonel  ^Ic- 
Gowari,  who  at  once  led  his  men  across  the  valley,  and  hastily  repair- 
ing the  bridge,  marched  on  for  the  battle-field,  under  the  constant 
fire  from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.     Stopping  the  fire  of  Cren* 
shaw's  battery  for  a  short  time,  to  allow  a  passage  through  the  guns, 
I  ordered  the  fourteenth  forward.     Tired  as  they  were,  by  two  days 
and  three  nights  of  outpost  duty,  and  by  a  rapid  march  under  a  burn- 
ing sun,  they  recovered  strength  at  once  and  advanced,  with  a  cheer, 
at  the  double  quick.     Leading  his  regiment  to  /the  right  of  the  thir- 
teenth, and  across  the  hollow.  Colonel  McGowan  arrived  just  in  time 
to  repulse  the  advancing  enemy,  and  prevent  him  from  establishing  a 
battery  on  the  edge  of  the  open  ground  on  the  brow  of  the  hill.    The 
fourteenth  was  formed  along  a  fence,  up  the  hill,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  hollow,  and  maintained  its  position  gallantly  to  the  end  of  the 
battle.     After  it  had  held  it  some  time  alone,  other  troops  came  up, 
and,  in  concert  with  a  North  Carolina  and  a  Georgia  regiment,   the 
fot/t-teenth  made   a  charge  across. an  open  field,  for  the  purpose  of 
takijig  a  battery.     In  this  charge.  Colonel  McGowan  was  bruised  by 
a  grapesliot,  and  for  a  short  time  disabled.     The  distance  to  the  bat- 
tery being  too  great,  and  the  fire  both  direct  and  across,  too  heavy, 
our  troops  halted  and  lay  down  to  shelter  themselves,  then  retired, 
and  the  fourteenth  resumed  its  position  near  the  brow  of  the  hilU 
where,  after  the  battle,  it  lay  on  its  arms.     Meanwhile,  the  thirteenth 
held   its  position.   Colonel  Edwards  commanding.-   The  enemy 'did 
not  venture  to  charge  directly  down  the  hill  upon  his  position,  but 
kept  up  a  constant  fire,  which  caused  considerable  loss.     Colonel  Ed- 
wards threw. fon^ard  his  right  company,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  pine^in  fr^nt  and  on  the  right,  then  or- 
dered the  rest  of  the  regiment  to  take  position  a  little  in  advance  of 
the  foot  ef  the  hill  beyond  the  boggy  stream.     From  this  difficulty  of 
crossing^the  bog  and  the  incessant  roar  of  cannon  and  masketry,  his 
commands  not  being  well  heard,  a  separation  of  the  regiments  took 
place.    A  part  of  the  left  wing  effected  the  movement  intended  by 
Colonel  Edwards,  and  maintained  the  new  position  until  the  close  of 
the  battle.     The  right  and  centre  companies,  supposing  the  order  to 
be  to  move  in  a  different  direction,  matched  under  Colonel  Farrow  » 
short  distance  to  the  rear.     Desiring  to  form  a  reserve^  of  this  force. 
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&Bd  of  tbe  first  regiment,  for  further  laovements  I  directecf  Major 
Farrow  to  march  farther  to  the  right  and  rear  and  form  near  Colonel 
Hamilton.  Two  companies  of  the  first,  those  of  Captain  W.  T.  Ha«- 
kell  and  A.  P.  Butler,  not  having  hear!  the  order  to  retire,  remained 
engaged  in  the  front,  and  on  the  advance  of  the  other  troops,  acted 
in  eoneert  with  those  nearer  them,  to  the  end  of  the  battle/  Before 
I  made  any  further  dispositions  of  the  potions  of  the  first  and  thir- 
teenth, under  Colonel  Hamilton  and  Major  Farrow,  they  were  ordered 
by  Major  General  Hill  to  take  a  position  considerably  to  the  right  of  my 
brigade,  in  support  of  .the  brigades  of  Generals  Anderson  and*  Fields. 
At  the  close  of  the  battle,  having  united  with  the  first  rifles,  the  whole 
under  Colonel  Hamilton,  they  bivouacked  on  their  ground.  In  the 
progress  of  the  battle,  after  the  wound  received  by  Colonel  Barnes, 
the  twelfth  regiment  having  suffered  heavy  loss,  and  being  in  difficuU 
grounds,  became  somewhat  separated,  but  portions  of  the  regiment 
falling  in  with  otbep  commands,  continued  the  fight  to  the  end.  Cap- 
tain Booker's  company  then  joined,  and  fought  in  company  with, 
Colonel  James  Canty 's  regiment,  from  Alabama.  * 

The  part  taken  by  Captain  Crenshaw's  battery,  was  important  at 
the  beginning,  but  became  more  so  after  the  infantry  had  become  so 
Bevere^y  engaged,  and  after  two  regiments  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
third  had  been  moved  to' the  right,  leaving  the  original  position  of 'the 
brigade,  to  be  held  by  a  comparatively  small  force  of- infantry.  The 
fire  of  the  .battery  was  well  aimed  and  rapid,  and  the  position,  under 
an  exceedingly  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  was  maintained  with  great 
gallantry.  At  one  time,  very  heavy  bodies  of  ihfanti'y  were  to  be 
seen  in  the  open  field  beyond  the  ravine  and  to  our  right,  drawn  up 
in  many  lines,'  and  apparently  preparing  for  a  formidable  advance.  ' 
Captain  Crenshaw's  gnn3,  directed  on  the  masses,  caused  them 
qurckly  to  disappear,  sheltering  themselves  in  the  long  hollow  which 
ran  through  the  field,  and  rendered  the  enemy's  positioi?  so  strong. 
At  a  late  hour,  a  large  body  of  troops  was  seen  to  our  left  beyond  a 
house  in  front.  -This  was  the  point  at  which  we  thought  h  probable 
that  General  Jackson^s  troops,  would  emerge  from  the  woods  and  at- 
tack the  enemy  in  flank  ;  but  upon  watching  the  body  of  troops  bo- 
fore  me  for  a  short  time,  I  became  satisfied  that  they  belonged  to  the 
enemy  and  threat^nedi  a  dangerous*  assault  on  our  left,  where  it  was 
weak;  Itberefor^  ordered  Captain  Crenshaw  to  fire  upon  them.  Vei-y 
soon  a  staff'  officer  of  General  Ewell  came  up  to  insist  on  stopping, 
this  fire,  as  General  Swell  believed  the  troops  before  us  were  friends. 
I  caused  the  fire  to  be  suspended  for  a  few  moments,  but  being  fuUy 
flatisfied,  by  further  observation,  my  first  conclusion  was  right,  I  di- 
rected Captain  Crenshaw  to  Yesume  the  fire,  which  he  did,  with  good 
aim^  dispersing  the  oaemy  quiclcly.  General  Ewell  was  afterwards' 
fully  satisfied  with  the  correetness  of  this  c.ourse.  At  one  time  during 
the  action,  and  before  firing  on  the  tro<)ps  mentioned.  Captain  Cren-  . 
^shaw,  with  ofty  approval,  withdrew  the  battery  to  some  distance  to  the 
rear  to  rest  for  t^rc^e  quarters  .of  an  hour.  For  a  part  of  the  time 
during  the  action,  two  or  three  batteries  were  firing  on  hiji  at  once  ; 
at  last,  two  of  the  pieces  having  been  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  the 
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axles/  and  the  other  two  having  become  too  hot  to  fire,  and  nasj  * 
men  find  horses  killed  or'dlsiibkd*  I  directed  Ghptain  Crensihaw  to 
withdraw  his  battery  from  the  field,  which  he  did  by  moving  the  two 
disabled  pieces  by  hand  and  using  the  horsca  with  most  of  the  other 
guns.  Captain  Crenshaw  was  immediutely  replaced  by  Captain  Mar- 
maduke  Johnson,  whom  General  Lee  ordered  forward  on  roj  applica- 
tion for  another  battery.  .  Capt  Johnson,  who  had  already  been,  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning,  at  Mochanicsville,  proud  of  the  efficiency 
of  his  battery  by  silencing  the  artjllery  of  the  enemy  opposite, to 
him,  entered  on  this  second  conflict  with  great  vigor.  Three  batte- 
ries opened  upon  him,  and  he  was  exposed  to  an  incessant  shower  of 
rifle  balls.  lie  silenced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  by  the  use  o£ 
round  shot,  and  kept  up  the  contest  hotly,  with  the  others.  In  a 
short  time,  I  think  about  twenty  miAutes,  twenty  of  his  men  and  ten 
horses  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  his  tfattery  was  disabled.  Under 
ihis  severe  fire  his  men  stood  to  their  guns  like  veterans,  till  I  or- 
dered the  battery  to  bo  withdrawn,  in  order  to  replace  it  by  a  section  of 
that  of  Captain  Mcintosh,  sfent  forward  by  General  Lee,  at  iny  re- 
quest. 

Captain  Mcintosh  had  hardly  taken  his  position  when  his  horge 
was  shot,  under  him.  Like  Captain  Johnson,- Captain  McIi\tosh  had 
already  proved  the  efficiency  of  his  battery,  at  Mechanicsvillc,  having 
opened  the  fight  and  been  hotly  engaged  the  evening  before,  and 
having  resumed  it  in  the  morning,  until  all  his  ammunition  vas  ex- 
pended, and  he  was  obliged  to  go  back  ft*r  a  further  supply.  When 
Captain  Mcintosh  took  his  position,  he  found  the  view  of  the  enemy's 
position  too  much  obstructed  by  smoke  and  dust  to  allow  him  to  aim 
at  any  object.  He  tired  two  or  three  rounds,  but  no  artillery  replied 
to  him.  He  then,*  by  my  direction,  withdrew  his  guns  somj  distance 
to  the  rear,  to  remain  in  readiness  for  far r her  orders 

It  was  pow  towards  sunset,  and  from  this  timo  until  half  past  eiglit 
o'clock,  when  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  field,  under  the  re- 
peated attacks  of  large  bodies  of  fresh  troops,  the  regiments  of  my 
brigade  were  engaged  at  diflerent  points,  as  I  have  stated  above* 


Gamp  Gregg,  Yirgini.\,  h 
March  10,  I8'j3.    .,  S 

I,  A.  C.  11  iskcll,  certify,  on  honor,  th.it  the  original,  of  which  the 
foregoing  is  a  copy,  was  found  among  General  Gregg's  papers.  I 
am  well  acqaainted  with  General  Gregg's  hand  writing,  and  I  know 
the  sail  report  to  be  in  his  proper  hand  writing.  No  furtl^er  report 
of  the  operations  around  Richmond  can  bo  ^und  ttmorig  Geaeral 
Gregg's  napers. 

A.  C.  HA8KELL, 
Assistant  Adjidant  Gcnerol* 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  EANSOM  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE 
26th,- .26th  AND  aTTH.JlJNB,  1862. 

Hbadquaetbrs  Second  BRrcADE,  Dcpirtmbnt,  N.  G.,} 
Drewry's  Bluff,  July  19,  J  86%.  V 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

General  Hugor*s  Bivision  : 

Sir  :  t  -have  the  honor  to  suhn:i(  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  diflferent  regiments  composing  mj  brigade  at  che  time/ 
CD  the  'i5th.  and  26th,  and  27th  of  last  month : 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  the  brigade  left  Peteisburg  for  IJichmond,  with 
orders  to  report  to  General  Lee.  About  ten  o'clo'ck  at  night,  I 
reached  Rii\hmond,  with  the  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers, 
(Colonel  Rutledge;)  the  twenty-fourth,  thirty  fifth  and  forty-ninth 
having  preceded — the  twentj-sixth  and  for^y-eighth  being  le't  to  follow. 
Before  daylight,  on  the  2oth,  all  had  reached  Richmond.  Upon 
my  arrival  in  Richmond,  I  received  orders  to  report  to  General  llu- 
ger,  to  be  placed  by  him  in  reseive,  on  the  Williamsburg  road.  At 
an  early  hour  I  started  the  Iroops,  civing  diiections  for  them  to  report 
to  General  Huger.  At  nine,  A.  M.,  I  reported  at  headquarters  of 
General  Hugcr,  for  orders,  and,  after  waiting  for  an  hour  or  more, 
ascertaint'd  that  General  Wright  had  sent  back  and  ordered  forward 
two  of  my  regiments,  the  twenty-fifth  and  forty-ninth.  Colonels  Rut- 
lege  and  Unmseur.  I  at  once  marched  io  the  front  and  past  the  en- 
trenchments, when  I  learned  that  Colonel  Rutlcdge's  regiment  was  then 
actually  engaging  the  en.my. just  to  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg 
road,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  front  , of  our  woiks.  From 
that  time,  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  till  sunset,  this  regiment  held  in 
check  t-.o  ^"iieniy's  troops,  w^io  three  times  attempted  to  force  them, 
but  witliuut  effect.  About  six,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  opened  upon  that 
regiment  vith  grape,  but  they  held  theV  poHition  without  wavering, 
until  Ci»pt  'n  Huger,  with  a  bcction  of  hisr  baittery  completely  silenced 
the  fire,  r  th?  en»»my. 

During  tIio  whole  afternoon,  the  enemy  wns  throwing  shell,  and  at 
one  time,  very  rapidly.  Casualiicp,  two  killed  and  buveral  ^TOunded. 
This  w;»b  the  first  time  that  this  regiment  (twenty-fifth)  was  ever  under 
fire,  although  in'scrvice  for  nearly  a  year.  The  regiment  behaved 
admirab!  r,  and  I  «m  proud  to  bear  witness  to  its  unwavering  gal- 
kntry. 

The  forty-ninth  North  CaroHna  volunteers,  Colonel  Ramseur,  was 
the  next  to  take  position  under  fire.  On  the  2oth'  June  it  was  placed 
in  Support  of  a  regiment  of  Colonel  Wright — several  casualties  oc- 
curred, lu  the  afternoon  it  was  relieved  by  the  twenty- fourth.  Colo- 
nel Glaike,  On  several  oceiisions.  from  the  25th  to  the  29th,  tho 
regiment  was  under  fire,  and  acted  handsomely  It  had  then  been  in 
service  only  about  two  months.  I  have  before  reported  its  conduct 
on  the  Iflfe  inst.  The  .twenty  fourth.  Colonel  Clarke,  relieved  Colonel 
Ramaear's  regiment  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  pushed  forward  to  tho 
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Advance  pickets,  wiiere  it  met  a  severe  fire,  but  it  repulsed  the  enemy, 
.and  captured  eeyeral  muskets.  During  the  evening,  two  were  killed 
and  ^even  wounded.  At  sunset,  the  regiment  was  relieved.  Ott 
the  27th,  the  regiment  wcnl  again  on  picket.  During  the  afternoon, 
the  enemy  attempted  to  dislodge  it,  witli  both  artillerj  and  infantry, 
but  without  effect.  At  two  o'clock  at  night,  he  made  an  attack,  but 
was  •signally  repulsed. 

Early  on  the«morning  of  the  28th,  the  line  was  advanced,  a  few 
prisoners  captured,  and  the  enemy's  pickets  driven  to  his  works.  This 
regiment  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  and  its  conduct  deservedly 
received  my  commendation.  •     ' 

•  The  forty-eighth,  Colonel  R.  C.  Hill,  early  in  the  day,  26th  June, 
had  been  thrown  out  to  support  Colonel  Doles.     Dufing  the  afternoon, 
by  some  misapprehension,  it  had  retired  to  the  works  a  few  hundred 
yards  in  rear.     As  soon  as  I  ascertained  this  fact,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  out  to  its  former  position.    This  was  about  six,  P.  M«    Ilardly 
had  tha  regiment  gotten  to  the  ground,  before  the  enemy  was  seen 
advancing  in   strong  force.     Colonel  Hill  had  formed  his  regiment 
just  in  front  of  French's  bouse,  behind  a  low  hill,  and  under  cover  of 
a  fence.     Before  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment,  which  was 
lying  down,  rose,  charged,  and  drove  him  back  several  hundred  yards, 
covering,  the  ground  with  his  dead  and  wounded.     There  were  known 
to  havo  been  two  regiments,  the  first  New  York   and  tenth  Indiana 
opposed  to  them.     Colonel  IlilFs  loss  was  eighteen  killed,  and  from 
sixty  to  eighty  wounded.     He  has  made  no  official  report,  as  on  the 
day  after  this  he  was  detached  from  my  brigade,  and  I  have  not  since 
been  able  to  communicate  with  him.     Colonel  Hill  was  conspicuouslj 
gallant.     His  regiment  was  only  two  months  in  service^  and  I  am 
happy  to  have  witnessed  its  courage. 

At  i?unset,  Jun^  25th,  Colonel  Ransom's  regiment,  thirty-fifth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved  the  twenty-fifth  on  picket.  At 
about  nine  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  the  dark- 
ness, approached  to  within  less  than  a  hundred  yards,  arid  opened 
with,  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  upon  the  regiment.  The  fire  was  in- 
stantly returned  with  fearful  effect,  as  the  enemy  were  standing  and 
our  men  lying  down.  A  small  portion  of  the  regiment  became  disor- 
dered, but  the  Colonel  eoon  brought  them  into  position  ;  and  although 
twice  afterwards  during  the  njght  they  were  attacked,  the  regiment 
held  its  position  till  morning,  without -giving  a  foot  9f  ground,  losing 
one  kiljed  and  five  wounded.  At  the  battle  of  Newbern  this  regi- 
ment is  said  to  have  acted  badly.  On  the  night  of  the  25th  ultimo 
and  1st  instant,.it  acted  with  wonderful  staunchness  and  admirable 
gallantry.     Any  officer  may  be  proud'to  command  it. 

At  jt  little  before  dark,  25th  Juiie,  Colonel  Vance,  twenty-si^^th 
North  Carolina  volunteers;  relieved  the  twenty-fourth  in  front  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  night  it  was  attacked  By  a  strong  body  of  the 
enemy.  Most  of  the  regiment  held  its  ground  and  did  good  service. 
A  part,  however,  became  detached,  and  left  its.  position,  which  it  did 
not  retake  till  next  morning.  The  loss  was  thre^  killed  and  eight 
wounded.     On  the  27th  June,  the  regiment  was  again  on  picket^ 
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pvshed  to  Ui6  froiit,  and  took  posseseioli  of  flome  nnfiniBhed  works  of 
the  enemy.  Jast  ss  it  was  aboat  to  be  relieved,  it  was  attacked  by  the 
enemjy  but  resumed  the  fire  so  briskly  aad  with  sxktk  efii&ct  as  to 
drire  them  back.  The  loss  to  us  was.tw^  wounded.  In  making' this 
report,  I  «m  without  any  official  commanication  from  Cols.  Hill  and 
Ramseur.  The  cause  of  the  abscBce  of  a  report  in  case  of  Col.  Hill 
I  have  explained.  Colonel  Ramseur  was  seyerely  wounded  on  the  Ist 
instanty  in  the  engagement,  and  has  not  been  abla  to.  communicate 
with  me  9ince.  My  brigade  was  composed  of  new  troops,  and  those 
principally  who  had  never  been  under  «fire  of  any  description.. 

During  the  whole  of  the  afteraoon  of  the  j25th,  all  of  them  were 
subjected  to  quite  a  lively  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  an^  during 
that' and  the  conflicts  of  the  days  and  nights  subsequent,  it  behaved 
in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  well*tried  veterans^  To  all  the  field 
officers  I  owe  my  thanks,  particularly  to  Colonels  Clarke  and  Rutledge, 
Ramseur  and  Ransom.  . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Brigadier  General. 
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GENERAL  RANSOM'S  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  MALVERN 

*  HILL. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Holmes'  D.-visiok',  > 
Vnwiy's  Bluff,  ^a.,  Julj  11,  1862.      ,  5 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson,  • 

Assistant ^Aujutant  General^  Geiteral  IIuger*s  Diiiyian  r 

Sin :  Having  been  teraporaril  j  attached  to  General  Iluger's  c<»ni<- 
mand  at  the  tim^,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follojiYing  report  of 
thep»rt  ta}wen  by'in;  brigade  in  the  action  on  Malvern  Ilil],  dariifg 
the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant : 

Mv  brigade  consisted  of  the  follon^ini;  named  regiments,  all  from 
North  Carolina:  t wen tj- fourth,  Colonel  Clarke;  twenty-fifth.  Colo- 
nel Kutledge  ;  twenty-sixth,  .Colonel  Yance  ;  thirty-fifth,  Colonel 
Runsom  ;  forty-eighth.  Colonel  Hill ;  forty-ninth.  Colonel  Ramseay^— 
Colot»*"i  Hill's  regiment  was  absent  on  duty  with  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Walker.  The  eftective  force  present  was  about  thr.ee  thousand. 
Between  two  and  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  brigade  left  the  Quaker 
toad,  and  was  put  in  line  of  battle,  by  General  Huger's  order,  about 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  fiom  where  the  action  was  then  going  on.  The 
giound  then  occupied  was  a  belt  of  wo^ds,  bordering  on  a  small 
stream:  •  ■ 

In  this  position  we  remuncd,  exposed  to  the  bursting  of  an  oc- 
casional shell,  until  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  a  mess^enp^er 
reached  me  from  General  Msgruicr,  asking  that  I  would  gc^  to  his 
support.  The  summons  was  not  obeyed  ;  but  I  sent  word  to  Gcnei-al 
fl  igHP  to  get  inptructions.  His  rcyly  sustained  my  action.  In  alxmi 
half  Kn  hour  another  oider  from  General  Magruder  arrived.  General 
Iluger  w»i5  present,  anl,  undej:  his  direction,  I  informed* General  Ma- 
gruder thn*;  orders  to  me  must  come' through  General  Hnger.  Tlv6 
engrt*rf'"i<  )it  wa;*  now  very  warm,  and  extended  along  our  whol<  front. 
At  HfVOTi  o'clock,  J^.  M.,  I  received  word  from  Gemral  Magruder  that 
be  musi  have  aid,  if  oiil}'  a  regiment.  The  message  was  so  picssing 
that  J  lit  once  directed  Colonel  Clarke  to  go,  with  his  regiment,  and 
report  to  General  Magrutler,  and,  at  the  same  time,  s^nt  my  aid-do- 
camp,  Lieutenant  Brgadnax,  to  General  II uger  for  orders.  Lieuten* 
ant  B.  brought  me  pomowhat  discretionary  orders,  to  go  or  not,  hut 
not  to  place  myself  under  Goneral  Magruder.  The  brigade  was  at 
once  put  in  motion  by  the  right  flank,  (as  the  line  we  had  been  occu- 
pying  was  at  right  angles  to  that  upon  which  the  battle  was  raging,) 
Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  had  already  gone ;  Colonel  Rutlcdge  next 
followed  ;  then  Colonel  Ransom,  Colonel  i'amseur  and  Colonel  Vance, 
all  moved  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  at  the  douhK-()uick.  As  each  of 
the  three  first-named  regmu^nts  reached  the  field,  they  were  at  once 
thrown  into  action,  by  General  Magruder's  orders.  As  the  last  two 
arrived,  they  were  halted  by  me,  to  regain  their  breathy  and  then 
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pusTiWRrWarff,  ^n^er  a3  fearfiif'a  fire  alf  tHe  ffl'inJ  can  coticdre.  *  In 
the  charge  made  by  Colon  el  Ransom's,  riegiment.  he  Vas  thrice 
-wounded,  and  had  tojbe  taken  from  the  field.  The  lientennnt  colonel 
(Petoray)  then  took  command,  arfd,  in  a  few  moments,  he  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded.  Cclonel  Rutlsdge's  regiment  went  ^^allantly  forward, 
tkiid  tfie  •colonel  was  seriously  stunned  by  tho  explosion  of  ♦  a  sh'ell, 
mnd  the  major  severely  woundo  1.  The  fire  was  so  firm  that  the  three 
regiments  were  compelled  to  fall  back  under  the  crest  of  some  inter- 
Tenifig  hills.  ,  ^ 

At  this  juncture,  L  arrived  with  Ransom's  ana  Vancie's  regiments, 
•ndjOffderittg' the  whole. to  the  right,  so  as  to  be  able  to  form  under 
tov«r,  brought  the  brigade  in  line,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  This  was  upon  our  extreme  right.  The  hills 
•fforded  capital  cover.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  forming  the  jine  as  I 
desired.  In  going  to  this  position,  1  passed  oveir  a  brigade,  cooi- 
manded/by  Colan^i  Anderson,  of  Georgia,  and  requested  him  to  sup- 
port me  m  the  charge  I  was  about  to  make.  This,  to  my  sad  disap-  . 
pointuvs^t,  he  declined  to  do. 

It,  was  new  twilight ;,  the  line  was  put  in  motion,  and  moved 
•teadily  forward,  to  within  less  than  a^hundred  yards  of  the  hattepies. 
The,  enemy  aeemed  t©.be  unaware  of  our  movement.  Ma^sses  of  his 
iroQps  seemed  to  be  moving  from  the  left  towards  the  right.  Just  at 
this  \n8tan&  the  brigade  raised  a  tremendous  shout,  and  the  enemy  at 
en ce  .whirled  into  line,  and  opened  a  perfect  sheet  of  fire  from  mus- 
ketry and  the  ♦atteiics.  'We  steadily  advanced,  to  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  guns.  The  enemy  had  concentrated  his  force  to  meet  us. 
Our  onward  movement  was  check-ed ;  the  line  wavored  and  fell  back 
before  the^firo,  the  inten^itj  of  wliich  is  beyond  description. 

It  wa§  a  bitter  disappointment,  to  bo  compelleJ  to  yield,  when  their 
guns,  seemed  almost  in  our  hands.  It  was  now  dark,  and  J  conceived 
it  best  to 'withdraw  the  brigade,  which  was  quickly  doue,  to  near  the 
point  from  which. we  had  started  at  seven  oiclock 

Although  we  did  not  succeed  in  taking  the  enemy's  guns,  I  am 
proud  to  bear  testimony  to  the  resolute  and  gallant  charge  of  the 
fcrigfid^.  Officers  and  men  behaved,  in  every  way,  as  becomes  the 
#oldier  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  While  L  cannot  but  be»happy 
in  commending  those  who  survive,  we  must  not  piiss  unnoticed  the 
gallaji^t  dead,  and  most  conspicuous  among  them,  the  noble  yT)ung 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Petoray,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  I 
•hould  do  injustice  if  I  failed  to  mention  the  conspicuous  conduct  of 
Coloueb  liutlodgo.  Ransom  and  Ramseur,  the^  two  latter  bein^ 
•everely  wojunded.  Major  Frances,  too,  of  the  twenty-fifth,  deserves 
the  Ivig^^st  approbation. 

Xo||uy  stair,  Lieutenant  J.  G.  A^he,  acting  assistapt  adjutiMit  gen- 
f ral ;  LiiCutenant  N.  E.  Broadnax,'  aid-de-canip ;  Captain  Fred.  Bl^ke, 
tfJlunteea'  aid-de  camp.  I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  in  the  field. 
Te  Lieutenac^jt  J.  L.  Henry,  first  North  Carolina  cavalry,  ordnance 
officer^  I  must  express  my  thanks,  for  'his  energy  and  zeal  in  collect- 
ing ar.x;^.  an4  acooutremdata  under  Href 
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A  IM  of  tm^tim  M  km  anMdtd:  Sii^^MH  kflbilk^e 
fattnired  Md  Mtj^om  wouaddd^  aifwtyAflls,  owiijig;  fqliAi  fi^ur 
handred  and  niaetj-iuae.  ' 

I  hftTO  the  honor  to  be.  yery  reBpectfollj,  ' 

Yoar  q)>6dieiit  senrMt, 

B.  BAN80M,  Brig^a^  Gm$ml 


»      .        i 
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REFdRT  OF  OSNBRAL  MAHONE  OF  6r£RATZ0ii3  OF  BIS' 
BRIGADE  FROM  JUNE  Ist  TO  JUNE  sani  !«♦«,  INCLU- 
SIVl. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Virginia  Volunteers,  >  « 
Euger's  Dtmsum,  Jilly  10,  18W.  J 

To  .Colonel  S.  S.  Anperson, 

Adjuiofd  Gtnendf  Suger^s  Dwmon  : 

CoLOKEL :    In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Major  General  I 
eommanding,  the  following  report  ie  submitted  of  the  services  p^- 
formed  by  this  brigade  subsequent  to  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines, 
Sunday,  June    Ist,   to  that  of  Malvern   Hill,   Tuesday,  July   Isl, 
186S,  inclusiye : 

Having  returned  from  the  battle-field  of  Seven  Pines,  Monday,  the 
Sd  of  June,  it  was  assigned  to  position  on  our  front  line^  upon  the 
Charles  City  road,  at  Farad's  house,  connecting  on  the  left  with  Britf-  - 
adier  General  Wright's  brigade,  stationed  in  like  manner  on  the  Witr 
liamsburg  road.     Seing  wholly  unsupported  on  the  right  towards  the 
Darbytown'road.  the  protection  of  the  long  line  was  committed  to  its  • 
charge,  which,  m  its  diminished  condition,  numbering  only  about 
eighteen  hundred  (1,800)  men  and  officers;  imposed  constant  vigilant 
exertions.     For  four  weeks  the  laborious  duties,  incident  to  this  out- 
post position,  were  cheerfully  and  faithfully  performed  by  the  troops,  . 
thongh  often  with  severe  trials  to  their  health,  owing  no  less  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  than  to  the  locality  which  they  occupied.   During 
this  period  several  skirmishes,  between  scouting  parties  in  advance  of 
the  lines,  occurred,  but  no   engagement  of  any  consequence,  except 
that  at  French's  field,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June,  upon  which  a 
separate  report  is   submitted.     In   these   skirmishes  two  men   were 
killed  and  two  wounded  on  our  si^e.     The  enemy's  loss  is  not  known ;  . 
with  certainty  beyond  four  killed.  " 

On  Sunday,   the  29th  of  June,  orders 'were  received  to  proceed 
'  down  the  Charles  City  road,  for  the  purpose  of  co-oporating  with 
other  forces   of   our  armf ,  now   pursuing   the    retreating    enemy 
^  along  the  line  of  the   Chickahominy,  but   mainly  in  reference  to  the 
forces  which  had  been  stationed  on  the  north  side  of  the  White  Oak 
^  Swamp,  immediately  confronting  our  position  on  the  Charles  City  and 
'Williamsburg  roads.     This  brigado,  which  was  followed  by  those  of 
Brigadier   Generals  Armistead   and   Ransom,   pursued   their  march 
without  the  occurrenc^of  any  incident  worthy  to  bo  noted,  until  they 
arrived  at  the  place  known  as  BrightwelPs  house,  where  a  small  party 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  met.     At  this  point  a  oioss-road,  leading  : 
from  the  Darbytown  road,  was  known  to  pass  down  to  the  White  Oak  . 
Swamp,  crossing  the  swamp  at  a  passable  ford,  in  rear  of  Chapman's, . 
leading  Uience  into  the  main  White  Oak  Swam'p  road,  which  had  been  . 
heretofore  held  by  the 'enemy,  and'upon  which  his  camps  andfotftifica-  - 
tions^had  be^en  established.    'It  wars  anticipated  that,  by  the  White 
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Oid»SwMBp  rotd,  Kearnj*!  dimion^  whiok  had  beca  nore  irnme- 
fRatelj  eonfronting  our  lines,  would  attempt  to  retreat,  crossing  tb0 
swamp  either  at  this  point  or  at  Fisher's  crossing,/ where  another  di« 
fision  of  the  enemy  was   known   to  have  been  fortified,  or  at  White 
Oak  Bridge,  where   he  was  also   known  to   have  been   in  large  force 
formidably   fortitified.     Upon   meeting   this   cavalry   scout,   it   wad 
•deemed  essential  to  our  safety,  before  leaving  this  pass  to  che^ Charley 
'City  and  Darby  town  roads  in  our  rear,  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  h'ad 
left  his  camp  en  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  at  Chapman's.  With 
this  view,  a  reconnoitering  party  was  jmmediately  despatched*,  which 
*/loon  returned  and  reported  the  enemy's  column  then  in  the  act  of 
crossing  t^e  swamp,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  our  troops.     The  * 
brigade  was  promptly  placed  in  position,  to  meet  the  approach  of  this 
force,  whose  advance  guard   and  our   skirmishers,  in  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  came  into  collision.   «This  guard  was  disperFcd,  and  two 
'legimentS'Of  the   brigade   puahed-  forward   upon  the  crossing  at  the 
(wamp.     Meantime  a  cavalry  scout  of  the  enemy  again  made  its  ap- 
pearance* %dvancing  up  the  road,  and  were  routed  with  a  loss  of  three 
jcen  and  three  horses  killed.     It  was  now  night,  and  our  forces,  hold- 
ing this  position,  slept  upon  their   arms.     At  this  point  we  captured 
fifteen  prisoner^.     Early  the  next  morning,  it  was  ascertained  that 
Kearny's  division,   upon  coming  up  with  our  skirmishers,  had  re- 
crossed  the  swamp.     Satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  changed  his  route 
of  retreat  across  the  swamp,  the  next  point  which  seemed  to  require 
.the  like  precautions,  as  at  Brightwell's,   was  Fisher's,  near  by  where 
there  was  a  still  better  crossing  of  the  swamp,  and  which  was  known 
to  lead  directly  to  a  large  camp  of-  the  enemy.     The  brigade  was  now 
advanced  to  a  position,  covering  the  crossifig  at  Fisher's,  when  it  waa 
ascertained  that    a    considerable  body  of    the    enemy   had    passed 
from  acrpss  the  swamp  into  the  Charles  City  road  the  evening  before. 
Again  moving  forward,  wo  at  once  came  upon  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy,  and  found  the  road  for  more  than  a  mile  blockaded.     Skir- 
mishing was  kept  up  along  this  section*of  the  road,  the  enemy  readily 
yeilding  to  our  advance  until  we  came   to    Bracket's  field,  where  ho 
waa  found  in  force,  fortified  by  the  advantages  of  a  superior  position, 
which  it  was  deemed  ncccessary  to  reconnoitre  beforo  pushing  further, 
and  the  propriety  of  this  precaution,  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  waa 
fully  sustained  by  subsequent  actual  examination   of  the  ground  he 
occupied.     Meantime  two   pieces   of  Moorman's   battery  were  put  in 
position,  and  opened  fire  upon  his  lines,  which  was  returned  with  grel^ 
energy  and  effect.     This  continued  .until  late   at  night.     The  loss 
of  thQ  brigade  in  this  engagement  was  serious,  considering  that  it  was 
confined  exclusively  to   the  artillery,   the  citoduct  of  whose  oflScert 
^and  men  deserves  high  commendation,  and  especially  that  of  Captain 
Moorman,  who  directed  the  operation  of  his  pieces,   under  a  galling 
fire,  with  gr.eat  vigor   and  self- possessed  deliberation.     He  lost    in 
hilled.  One  man;    in -wounded,  a  lieutenant,  two  non-cTommissioned 
officers  ^d  one  private.     The  forty-first  Virginia,  which  suffered 
more  severely  Hian  any  other  regiment,  owing  to  its  .position  aa  a  sup- 
porting force  to  oar  battery,  and«  where  it  behaved  V^yfQ9fl<l^i'  ^^^ 


sn 

»Qt1iority  of  the  gftHant-I^arbam,  lost  lA  lill^ff,  6he  Mlherm^ney^^ 

teea  privateSi^  and  in  wounded,  eighteen*  privates.     The  forty-hitatfe 

Virginia,  occupying  like  relations  ^o  theliattefy,  with  the  %ain0  coitf^ 

inendafale  firmness,  BtimiiJated  by  the   charaeteristie  eoolnesi  of  ittf 

jTearle^  commander,   Colonel  William   Smith,   also  sufTered  bea?iffV 

wider  (his  fire,  loaing  in  killed  two  men  and  twetity^eight^wodfl^a. 

The  sixth  Virginia,  whieh  firmly  maintained  its  place  on  the  riglm  of 

oar  firont,  lost  in  killed,  one   commissioned   officer  aiid  two  privattfsj 

and  in  wounded,  two  privates.    When  it  was  considered  thai  this  regi^ 

ment  sofTered  this  entire   loss  from  a  terrific  cannonading,  fof  shok 

duration,)  which  it  was  impossible  for  them  in  any  manner  to  retui^ 

Iheif  intrepidity  cannot  be  too  much  admired.  .  ♦  • 

The  next  morning,  Tuesday,  July  Ist,  we  took  up  our  march  along 

the  Charles  City  road,  and   thence    into  the  Quaker  road,  and  «ndeV 

ih^  moreimmedate  direction  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  until 

readiing-the   scene  of  the   engagement   of  that   day,    when,   bj  kils 

order,  the  brigade   was   reported    to   Major  Genera:!   Magruder,   by 

whom  it  was  at  once  put  into  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  in  conn€?Of 

tion.with  which  its  conduct  and  casualcies  are  made  the  subject  of  a 

separate  report.  «  . 

J  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant',  -         * 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier  General  - 


X 


e 
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REPpRX  OF  GENERAL  MAHONE   OF   BATTLE  OF   JtTNE 

80TH,  1862.     • 

Hr^DtttTAiiTERS  (in  Fibld)  Sboond  Brigade,  Va.  YolvntebM)  > 
'       -  Hirer's  Dioition,  July  10,  1863.      > 

Gplonel  S.  S.  Anderson,  A.  A.  G.  Sugefs  Division : 

**C^f.0Nu:    TtL0:  importance  given  .by  3Iajor,   General  Mcdellan,^ 

•IGfoited  States  army,  to  the  engagement  which. took  place  in  French's. 
fi(^d4>ar  Wednesday 9  the  25th  June,  between  a  portion  of  his  forces^ 
ntuA  theee  of  Major  General  Huger^s  cozpmand,  in  front  of  our  lihes^ 
on. the  Williamaburg  road,  makes  it  but  juat  to  the  troops  of  thiai 
Wigade  that  the  part  pecformed  by  them  in  that  action  should^  be^ 
recorded.     It  is  apparent  from  the  despatches  of  the  Federal  com- 
mandei*' tO' his  Government  that  he  was  present,  in  person,  directing 
the  fttt^ck^  and  that  he  looked  to  it  as  the  beginning  of  a  general 
demonstration  upon  our  lines.     The  series  of  victories  achieved  by 
our  army  immediately  subsequent  may  give  to  this  day's  p^oceedinga 
still  more  consequence.     This  brigade,  it  will  be  remembered,  occu* 
pied  that  portion  of  our  front  lines  which  covered  the  Charles  City 
road,  its  passes  and  approaches;  while  that  of  Brigadier  General 
Wright  held  a  like  position  on  ,the  Williamsburg  road,  immediately 
on  my  left.     Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2dth  of  June  it  was  dis* 
covered  that,  the  enemy  were  pressing  with  energy  upon  General 
Wright's  front.     Assistance  from  this  brigade  was  immediately  ten* 
dered,  but  in  a  sho/t  time  General  Wright,  sustained  by  a  portion  of 
Brigadiet  General  Ransom's  brigade,  succeeded'in  driving  htm  bacl^ 
over  the  ground  he  had  6o  boldly  presumed  to  occupy,  and  the  iBring 
had  now  ceased.     With  the  view,  however,  of  providing  against  a 
renewal  of  the  attack  by  the  enemy  with  an  increased  force,  and  any 
attempt  which  might  be  made  to^ank  General  Wright's  position  on 
the  right'  of  his  line,  sphere  it  appeared  he  was  not  sufficiently  pro- 
tected, a  large  portion  of  this  brigade,  with  two  pieces  of  Grimes' 
artillery,  were  brought  up  and  placed  in  position,  the  former  under 

^  cover  of  woods,  and  the  latter  masked.  Soon  after,  skirmishing,  with 
some  severity,  was  renewed  on  General  Wright^s  front,  and  in  .the 
afternoon  a  vigorousiattempt  was  madd  to  turn  his  flank  where  Thad 
anticipated  such  effort  would  be  made.     For  this,  however,  we  were 

.  prepared,  and  a  few  %e\l  directed  shotafrom  Grimes'  pieces  drove  the 
enemy, -with  loss  and  confusion,  from  his  position.     But,  in  a  few 

'.  minutes,  he  returned  4;o  the  ooaflict  under  cover  of  ^  piece  of  artil- 
lery, which  was  placed  an^a  position  favorable  io  his  contemplated 

•  advance.  At  this  point  of  tim^,  now  Jate  in  the^  ev^nin^  Colonel 
Wills'  regiment,- of  Bansom's  brigade,' 4noved  forward  in  line«of  battle, 

'  aupported  en  the  left  byColonel  Doles'  regiment,  of  Wright's,  brigade.  • 
The  firing  ndw -beoam^e.  actiirrcapd- seciovHS  in»  its'effedtv.  -   6ok)nel 

*  Wills'  regiment,  hamikgt^tovedi^Use  ofmi  tke  enemy  in  hi^  etmceal^ 

I  position,  .had  suffered  severely,  and  for  a  moment  gave  way.    Their    ' 


i,  Iiow0f4r»  waa  proaipUy  oceopied  hj  the  twelfth  and  a  bat- 
of  the  aixtk  Yirgi&ia  reginents,  of  this  Srigade.  Meantime, 
Aabsal  Smjith»-<)f  the  lortj-ninth}  whose  raiment,  with  that  of  the 
iScurtj-firil  and  the  second  battalion  of  the  sixth  Virginia,  had  been** 
placed  in  a  skirt  of  woods  leading  out  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  most 
app^rHiaely  moved  forward  and  attacked  him  upon  his  rear  and  flank, 
l&va  ffMflsed.aknaltaneoasly  upon  front  and  flank,  the  enemy  fled' 
pMefyitately,  leaving  a  large  nomber  of  his  dead  and  wounded  aoat* 
med  Bpon  the  field.     Cc^oual  Smith  captured  nine  prisoners. 

The  timysly  appearance  of  Colonel  Smith  with  his  regiment,  and 
Ih  deliberate  and  judicious  direction  of  its  actions,  rendered  theeom- 
Mned  movement  of  our  forces  at  this  point  eminently  successful.  His 
written  report  to  me  is  herewith  forwarded  as  an  interesting  paper  in 
connection  with  the  engagement.  In  this  action  the  forty-ninth  had- 
^0  officers  and  six  men  wounded,  the  sixth  .Virginia  one  man' 
bounded,  and  the  twelfth  twenty-three  men  wounded. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted,        *  • 

WILLIAM  MAHONB, 
'  ^  Brigadier  OeneraL'    ' 

*•-  '     •,      *  •    .*'» 


'       "  •    '  .     •    .     -•    in-. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAHONB  OF  BATTLH  OFMALVBRH 

'        HILL.  ■.,...        .. 

Hgad'qrs  Skco.\i>  Brigade,  Va.  Vols.,  HuGtH^8Dftvi6i»»,:>>  • 

July  16,  lAfii,  i.,. 

Colonel.  S.  S.  Ani>er&on,  •  .        •  •  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant  General^  Huger^s  Division  : 

Colonel:  In  conformity  to  usago,  and  in  comj^liaapa  il.ilb  dba> 
Major  Generars  request,  I  beg  to  report  the  conduct  aniL  ca£Hial4;i0^ 
of  this  brigade  in   the  battlo  of  Malvern  Hilly  Tuesday^ /Julj   Istp 

As  directed  bj  him,  the  brigade  was  reported  to  Major  (Hn^ral 
Magruder,  who  ordered  that  it  should  take'  position  immediately  km- 
%rear  ef  Brigadier  General  Wright's  brigade,  already  in  positipf!,  Jor 
tho  purpose  of  a  combined  charge  upon  tho  line  of  the  cnem^y'a  ha^ 
teries,  which  he  had  arranged  to  make  by  simultaneous  moy^meat 
from  our  front  and  flanks.  The  brigade,  although  prompt  ip  moving 
to  the  position  ajisigned  it,  and  in  doing  which  was  exposed  to  tb# 
fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  adroitly  posted  behind  wheat^hoclct 
in  the  valley  on  our  right,  had  not  yet  gotten  into  place  when  the.W:^ 
dor  came  from  General  Magruder,  who,  I  presume,  supposed  all  viff 
ready  with  us,  that  the  chargQ  assigned  to  our  forces,  (G^nerdl 
.Wright's  brigade  an<l  my  own,)  should  be  made.  It  was  now  abo^ 
five,  P.  M.  The  order  was  reepondcd  to  with  spirit  and  a^laorUy  hf^ 
wr  troops,  but  with  less  order  and  .effect  than  was  desirably  luad. 
f  ould  otherwise  have  been  secured,  owing  to  the  circumstaAicea  wKiohb 
I  have  idv*rted  to.  Our  troops,  however,'  went  forward  with  a% 
eiarncst,  ovent^^succession  of  steep  hills  and  ravines,  until  coming  upn 
lyithin  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  left  batteries,  whtre  thef 
encountered '  his  advance  troops,  in  large  force,  strongly  poaiti(Mi#<l 
behind  tlie  crest  of  hills,  under  cover  of  his  guns.  At  thiS'  tiia% 
t)iere  were  no  other  troops  engaging  the  enemy  in  our  view»  or  ia 
suptporting- connection,  and  here,  for  aboift  two  hours,  the  firo.aad 
ft^vy^.  of  battlo  raged  with  great  obstinacy  and  destruction  on  both 
side^.  Ou^  men  finally  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  th* 
h^jjits  gcoupied  in  our  front,  and  immediately  under  his  guns,  and' 
upon  his  reserves  at  that  point,  and  occupying  the  position  Troa 
which  .he  had  resisted  our  advance  wich  such  obstinacy  and  deadly* 
eff^Qkt  It  «raS  now^  near  night,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  eo- 
eifty  had^advanced  from  his  right  across  the  field,  and  bad  enfiladed 
o^r  position.  Our  men  w^re  then  suffering  severely  from  his  fire  in 
this  dii;ectron%  when,  opportunely  for  our  protection,  and,  perliapa^reli** 
CU0'  from,  utter  destruction,  our  troops  came  upon  him  from  tke 
right  »of  .tfaf^  Une,' discdncerting  this  plan  of  his,  and  "'driving  him^ 
back^\,with 'great  sUughter,  vp(^  his  line  "of  artillery  and  reafir4rea.  • 
Injthe  maantimo,  theiportion  of  our  command  which  had  driven  th» 
eoamy  fcaxB-xmr  fjH>al<fkad-'0«copied  Uf^o^itioa,  presaed  09  ngM 
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f  uilittiMy  wg»g^,n*QT  of  tltod  fallmKaick  by  siafwlth  %ii^ 
.m$m^9ad.m0^  hin  battilrie».     Utter  darkness  now  eovertd  the  scens^ 
s&d  tht  teag^dj^closady  leaving  Geodral  Wright  and  myself,  with  tiMi 
remnaBia  of  our   shattered  brigades,    in  possession    of  thd  groonii^ 
which  t&ey  had,  at  a  heavy  sttorifice  of  kindred  blood,  bui  with  spiril 
tndgathmtry,  won.  General  Wright  and  myself,  conjointly  as  equals, 
tnd  Mi  aA  his  senior,  arranged  and  positioned  for  the,  night  alf  tbo 
tarjoas  troops  which  were  now  within  the  reach  of  our  authority — 
first  eaiablishlDg  oar  pieket  line,  and  then  giving  such  ^attention  to  ' 
the  waafea  of  the  wounded  around  us  as^our  capacity  and  resources 
vouTd  admit.     Tliese  more  exigent  dispositions  completed^  General 
;Wri|^t  and  myself  made  a  reconi^oissance  of  the  enemy's  opeBationf, 
when  it  was  readily  discovered  that  he  was  rapidly,  though  in  evident 
jgood  order,  "Abandoning   his  lines,  which  information  was  promptly 
•eommunicated  to  General  Magruder.     At  an  early  hour  next  mom* 
Isg,  a  large  body  of.  the  enemy's  cavalry  made,  their  appearance  oo 
the  line  which  he  had  occupied  with  his  artillery  at  iu'st,  and  for  a 
iM\e  Indicating,  by  their  movements,  the  purpose  of  a  descent  upon 
hur  ambulance  corps  and  details  then  cmplt)yed  on  the  field  ;   the  on'e 
fc  their  legitimate  duties,  and  the  other  in  collecting  scattered  armo 
tnd  accoutrements.  ^  The  small  body  of  troops  now   remaining  upon 
^e  field,    and  under  my  command,   were  of  my  own  brigade  exclu* 
Bf^e;  and,   with  but  few  exceptions,  of  the  twelfth  Virginia,  the  exer* , 
fionff' and"   gallantry   of  whose  Colonel,   D.    A.   Weisiger,   in  <^n* 
l&eti^g  the  operations  of  his  regiment^  mqrit  high  commendation. 
With  these,  I  continued  to  hold  the  grpund  w)iieh  we  had.  occupied 
fcring  the  night',^mainly  with  the.  view ^pf  pipotecting  our  derails  froa 
Iny  onslaught  by  the  enemy^s  cavalry,  .employing  details  from  -mf 
(^n  Rofiterd  force  to  care  for  the,  wounde^,  ^^d  to  gather  4ip  the  soati 
ttred'hfmi  and  accoutrements  in  ipy  iqan^jdiatp  vicioity.     Ibisp-wovb 
^toplcfted,  knd  the  enemy's  cavalry  haying    withdrawn,  and   otfaet 
bodies  of  our  own  troops  having  come  upon  tUcy-fieLd,^!  withdren^  nfe|» 
^n  band.  Which  was  now  much  in  n^ed  of  rest  and  fopd.   %It  «eoml<l  • 
b^  unjust,   perhaps,  tc  particularize  afty  acts  of  personal  gallan4^ryv 
*f  my  own  inability, \o  overlook  the  conduct  of.  all  might. l$ad  to^ipi-i 
j*«t?efc  to  some  equally  distinguished  JFor  deqds  of  heroism.-  ►  The  b|ft* 
n^rs,  htiwever*  of  the  regtments  of  this  brigade,  which,  wete  engaged' 
is  the'fi'glit,  the  sixth/ sixteenth,  twelfth,  and  fort^y-firat  Yirginia^r^i- 
iAients,  b'eaf  evidence  of  the  severity  of  thp  fire  under  which  they 
^tb  pressed- upon  the  enemy's  lines.    Unfortunately.,  that  of  the  six-« 
t^nth,  vrliicfa  was  borne  forward  with  conspicu9U9  gallatttny  by  Lieu*- 
Wnlint  Colonel  Ham,  commanding^  and  returned  to  n^e  xiomplet^J^k* 
riJIdhfd,  and  its  staflF'  'shattered  to.  pieces,  ^^s  ^akeijt  by  soma-uniwor^bji 
hsiid  during  1th6*night  we  remained,  uppn  tlve  ^eld. .,  LUu^emuH  CeiU'- 
on^tPgHiani,  of  the  1rorty.&rst,,th.Q  onl^y  ^^^1(J,. officer  wich  the^regi'*^- 
m«rff,  Was'hnTortunately  seriously,  wounded  wjiile,  beldjiy  leading  hfj^' 
fegitfieAt  intd  action,  and  p^^th^8^acc9j4^t,  t^iia  r^lv^QAl^  Bf^iti4yf)%t«4 
to  k  le^s  'ektent  ihthe  fight,  thoug|i.iU  9liffere.d.aui^fi  asvmufifry«)«*igi- 
to^ts  e'xposed  position' whi!een^a||^d.^  iX^<^ilVgiAd^  c^ClieiMA|ofiMi« 
battle  *n(bet;f-tlu'€fie  Commissioned  officers  and  eleven  hundred  and 


ikihj^^kr^  aoD-oomniiftiicnM^ofleers  si»I  priTOtes^  md  }MPt»  n  kiSMi, 
£aar  officers  and.  tbirty-fire  men,  and  woonded,  tkirteeft  oSeera  .and 
#M  hnadred  and  fifty-one  men;  mieshig,  one  Iifii4ii0d  and  twenty 

All  of  which,  Colonel,  is  respeetfally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  MAHONB, 

Brigadier  €knetml: 


«  •  u 
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•  M!K>!lf  OP  OSWBflAL  ARMI8T1AD. 

HCADC^OAETJUS  FOUKTH    BjtIGADE,  HuOER'S  DlVi^Olf^  > 

•        >    \  Jalj  14,  18««,  J     • 

Coldnel  S«  S:  Anderson^ 

-4.  A,  General,  Huger^s  Divisim  : 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  oi^ders,  dated  headquarters  department 
•Korthem  Virginia,  Jaly  10th,  1862,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
A>nowing  report : 

June  f  6th,  1863,  the  fourth  brigade,  Huger's  division,  was  posted 
about  five  miles  from  Rfehmond,  between  the  Richmond  and  York 
RiTor  railroad  and  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  brigade  occupied 
rifle-pits  in  the  margin  of  the  ^vroods,  from  the  railroad  to  the  Wil* 
fiamsburg  road,  in  front  of  an  op%n  field,  extending  along  the  line 
three-qnarters  of  a  mile  wide,  to  another  belt  of  woods.  The  ninth 
and  fiftj-third  Fegiments,  and  fifth^battalion  were  thrown  out  as  pickets 
in  the  woods,  in  front  of  the  field  with  the  third  Georgia,  ef 
General  Wright's  brigade,  as  a  reserve,  engaged  the  enemj  at  tea 
e'elock,  A.  M.  Enemy  in  force.  The  fourteenth  and  thirty-eighth  sent 
ifn  to  support  the  line,  which  was  maintained.  Latef,  the  fourteenth 
%nd  thirty-eighth  were  ordered  to  occupy  the  advanced  line  with  the 
ninth,  fifty-third^  and  fifth  battalion  as  reserve ;  second  Georgia  in 
rifle-'pits.  Loss  on  our  side  one  killed,  (private,)  one  wounded,  (lieil'»> 
tenant,)  two  missing.*  Loss  of  tfatf  enemy  unknown.  Prisoners  taken 
and  sent  to  General  Wright's  headquarters,  one  captain,  one  sergeant 
Arnd  nine  privates.  * 

June  26th,  1862.— The  third '  Georgia,  at  five  o*clock,  P.  M.,  re- 
lieved the  fourteenth  and  thirty-eighth  Virginia.  The  fifth  Battalion, 
AiBth,  fourteenth  and  fifty-third  ordered  back  to  rifle-pits.    • 

June  S7th,  1862. — The  fifty-third  and  ninth  relieved  the  second 
Georgia  at  four  o'clock,  P,  JJ.  Enemy  tjied  to  force  the  line.  Four- 
teenth and  thirty-eighth  ordered  to  support  it.  Enemy  driven  back. 
General  Huger  orders  the 'woods  to  be  held.  Don't  want  to  attack.. 
Kumber  of  men  present  in  the  brigade  for  duty,  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  eight;  officers,  seventy,  eipclusive  of  the  third  Georgia: 

June  28th',  1862. — At  sunrise,  the  fourteenth  Virginia  was  ordered 
ik)  relieve  the  fifty-third,  which  came  back,  to  the  rifle-pits.;  reportcfd 
less,  seven  wounded.  The  ninth  and  fourteenth  Virginia  in  advance, 
thirty-eighth  as  reserve.  Four  o'clock,  P.  M. — Fifty  seventh  Viir- 
ginia  ordered*  out  as  advance,  all  other  regiments  .ordered  back  to'rifle* 
pits.  '•  .... 

,  June  29th,  1862. — The  thirty-eighth  Virginia  ordered  t(^  support 
f%-8evtotB,  atsixo^^ck,  A.  M.      >      .^     »   •  ^       •• 

Paring  the  last'fiv\»  days;  thDre  hae  be«n.  e<mseant  skifmiifafbg 
ahmg  the  line;    Seetione  of  Cq[>taiii  TttrBer's  mk4  StribMing^  stltt^' 
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kmj  o4Mp^9M  wflMr  iQ  •  pMitmnrt  ^  formit  ikl  good-  ttrvko^  mnit 
Mivereda  very  effective  fire.  •Tbe^Demy.  did  m>tcofe*witbfn  ratig« 
of  tke  gtwv.of  .tib«  tMier»  vhe  /wm  oNktred  not  .|o4w^  a^kts- tiio  eo- 
•»y  came  into  the  fields  or  apfiear^l  on  the  rai-lroad.  Brigade  m^ved 
to  the  Gfaaries  City  road.  Skirmish  engagameat . be*iFe«o  Oencral 
Mahone'*  brigade  in  advanoe,  and  tiM  'eoemy.  .  Captain  Grun^  (m- 
tiller 7  oompany)  reported  to  jne.  "'*     t 

June  30th»  1862. — Moved  down  the  Charles  City  road;  Qejaeral 
Mahone  in  advance.  Engaged  the  enemy  with  artillery/  Loss  in  my 
brigade,  one  killed  and  one  pounded. 

July  lat,  1862.-^ Being  on  the  Charles  City  road,  between  the 
oraek  called  White  Oak  ^wamp,  and  P.  WiUia^daTsirni,  I  was  ordered 
by  MftJQr  General  linger,  commanding  division,  with  my  brigado  ^ndt 
General  Wright^s,  to  pass  to  the  right  of  the  Charles  Cily  road^aa4 
take  the  enemy  in  flank.  Proceeding  in  this  dipection,  by  a  bland 
road,  for  about  two  miles,  it  brought  me  into  the  Long  Bridge  road^ 
near  the  point  where  General  Longstreet  had  engaged  the  enemy«th|^ 
day  before.  I  reported  to  General  Lee,xsommanding^  and  was  orderad 
by  him  to  proceed  to  the  Quaker  road,  in  the  direction  of  Willia^i 
church.  Proceeding,  in  obedience  to  orders^  for  about  a  mile  through 
the  woods,  around  Mrs.  C.  GathrigJ^t's  farm,  I  met  with  Captain  SaU. 
oatt,  the  commanding  General's  aid,  who  informed  me  that  thtienemj 
were  near  this  place  about  twelve  o'clock,  M.  I  immediately  threw 
oat  the  necessary  pickets  and  skirmishers  in  front,  and  took  a  p9si* 
tion  with  the  right  of  4ny  brigade  in  a  ravine  near  the  edge  of 
the  woods  skirting  Crew's  farm  on  that  side.  By  a  recon'noissaQce^ 
made  first  by  Colonel  Edmonds,  and  soon  after  vejrified  by  GeaeraJt 
Wright  and  myself,  a  sketch  of  which,  made  by  Colonel  Edmonda,  wa^ 
sent  by  me  to  the  commanding  General,  I  found^that  the  eaemy  werft 
in  large  force  near  .and  around  Crew's  houce,  and  that  thai  hill  ia 
front  of  the  ravine  we  occupied,  was  a  good  position  for  artiilarj  ;  it 
wias  asked  for,  and  Captains  Pegrara'and  Grimes'  batteries  were  aaofc. 
Theeneifiy's  pickets  were  handsomely  driven. in  to  prepare  for  our  arr 
tiUery.  They  were  under  the  command  of  lacvit^aant  Coktt#i 
Evans,  fourteenth  Virginia,  the  senior  officer. 

The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  had  opened  fire,  about  ona  o'clnak.  P.* 
M.  The  fire  was  a  terribfe  one,  and  the  men  stood  it.well. '  Th# 
enemy  must. have  had  thirty  or  forty  pieces  opposed  to  oura«  of  supe*- 
rior  calibre.-  No  men  could  have  behaved  better  than  Captaiaa  Paf 
gram  and  Grimes  ;  they  worked  their  guns  after  their  men  wer4)  cut 
down,  and  only  retired  when  they  were  entirely  disabled/  I  sent  for 
more  artiilery.repeMtedly.  One  officer  reported  to  me,  whose  a.ain«  J 
have,  onffrtunatefy,  forgotten.  But  what  I  wanted  navt^r  arriv^ 
that  is;  more  guns  and  heavier  ones^  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.^ 
tteneral  Longstreet  came  where  I  was,  to  "whom  I  made  kno^irn  my  Jwaata^ 
flad  b#pfonfi8ed>todetcmn^havejwhalid  ra%in<)ed.  If  sent,  I  never  atkif, 
or  heard  of  them.  Shortly  after  this,  the  enemy  approached  with  .| 
hani^'bvdy  of'idrirrhmfaets'in  LflurdeMft  ihe'  lUrttyteighlliiffovi^eenth 
aad)fift>;«hiiid'V4k!gMia  «B«inient9»  ^:^.hri9aie,Midj^Ka  ti^m  ht^ 
whiah  Ihey  did,  im  hwdiome  stylo,    la  their  ardor,  they  went  too  £ar^ 


but  fritsBslelj  gaioad  •(■M  ffvtcolloii  ky  ft  Wttf6  •£  Ad  gvoMid  Iw* 
IWeeBvy'Mflilio^  And  thit  of  tb«  ttmay.  •  I  wm  thtnkiii|p^tlie  ti«st 
inij4o  witndrftw  them/and  of  the  practicability  of  charging  the  ene* 
my's'bfttleiT,  but  tiHUber  Yt^w  of 'tb«  ground^  «id  ifae  di.^tanoo» 
(threo-ft<artbo  of  a  miloi)  iateraained  <no  in  the  opiDion  that  it  was 
folly  to  altvnpt  it,  miless  thcrre  eould'  be  a  mmaltaocous  ^^arge  inado 
open  tlio  right  and  left«  «iA/boal^tbisniaie,  somewhere  between  four 
ami  five,  P.  M.,  General  Magruder  came  to  where  J  wea^  as^^umed 
command^  and  gave  orders  for  a  charge — my  three  regiments  being 
stiil  ill  advance  of  Generals  Mahooe  and  Wright's  brigade,  ivhich 
came  up  imipediately  oh  my  right.  Following  mj  three. rogimcnts 
came^GeMval  Cobb'a' brigade;  and  soon  after,  the  ninth  i:nd  fifty-third 
Virgiitio^  <)f  ihybingade',  and  these  by  the  fifty-seventh  Virginia,  same 
brif!ad«>  7be  enemy's  ftre  ceased  soon  after  dark.  -  My  brigade^  re« 
ttstnedi  on  the  field^until  the  next  morning,  and  retired,  by  permis^ 
fioiv;  ta  drier  ground.  i  .   • 

'^rtbe'time  I  was^in  eoniinand,  I  have  to  thank  General  -Wright 
for  Ms  bear^y  co-operation  and  assistance.  lie  exposes  himself  un- 
'  ft^esaarily.  The  country  ctfnnot  afford  to  hose  bira.  To  Colonel 
Brioionds  and- Major  Cabell,  of  the  thirty-eighth  Virginia,  and  te 
Cf^lonel*  (Iodg«^- and  "Lieutenant  Colonel  Evans,  of  tho  foarteenth 
Virgitoifty .  my  thanks  are  duo.  •  (lihcrs  may  equally  merit  them,  I  do 
Sot  ^ioubt  it;  but  it?  is  impossible  for  any  one  man  to  see  everything 
Mr  a  boEtile^field.  L  am--extrenicly  pleased  with  the  conduct  oi  iny 
Ik^ifi'to  on  the  1>8t  instant,  although  fthere  were  some  few  who  did  not 
Wliaw  well.  ••  .    .        •  A  ♦ 

My  staiff-officer^.  Captain  J.  W.  Pegratn^  assistant  adjutant  g'^neral ; 
Licutsnanr  J.  *D.  Darden,  aid^c<camp  ;  Lieutenant  W.  L.  lUndoiphy 
orthiMioe  oiBcer,  a^rd  my  volu4iieeraids;  Lieutenant  Jobn  Dunlop  and 
tho  Iler.^J.  C.  Joyner,  ctapiin  of*t  he  fifty  •seventh  Virginia,  dj«l  all 
tfait  men  eoulddo,  and  didit  welk  Liemtenant  Dunlop  whs  er  peeially 
■utb  espose«i-  in  carrying  orders.  Lieutenant  li.  T..  UmielJr  ,  adju- 
tSDt  of  ili^*fifth  regimen^  reported  to  me  on  the  27th  ultimo,  as  vol« 
VMeer  a^d  •  lie  rendered  vala;ible  servrce  in  a  bold  reconnoissaace^ 
Aiwifor  hi«-  sttbs(<^aent  galUnt  condnot  I  have  te  refer  you  to  the  re-* 
poHof  M*jor  Cabell,  thirty-eighih  Virginia.  And  for  the  meritorious 
cbiiihie(  of  mtay  oth«r»,.l  'nespectfully  refer  to  the  rospective  reports 
of  the  sabUNiirrate  commanders.  I  would  also  mention  the  good  con-' 
<l^ct  oliotfe^of  my  cbrks,  private  A.  T.  Darden,  of  Upshur's  ilaudolpb 
^^Qoii8.«    Ue  waS'Witin  me  ail  the  timer. 

'  ^ly  brigade  •vemaified  in  camp  until- -the  3d  instant,  about  ten 
^  tfaairca  o'cloek-,  A.  M.  1  wa»  tlieti  or<lere(l  to  reportmto  Generaf 
^ai|^6el«  nesrr  Temperanee  Hall,  about  three  miles  from  Shii:ioy''s,; 
B^KTly^pp^nte -the- mouth  of  ihe»  Appomattox.  On*  the  road,  1  re- 
oei^ud  im  atfder  from  Gaaeral  Longstrea^p  to  report  to  Genoml**  A.  P« 
^^^  (vbfib4  ^Mfl  'tkat^e^wning^  x^to>  3d,i  and  remained  subject  to  bis 
ftK^fs  ttQtU.tfae  llth  rnstant,  whoa  I  rejoined  mydivision,  at  this 
place.  1    .^. 

1  bave  the  honoT  toenclose  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders, 
<^f  the  parts  taken  by  them  in 'the:engage«ents  of  Jalv'  Is^^^d  eopi^"* 


JomBly  SorwuMiy)  with  list  of  cMiidHes.    Ail  of  whMi  u  nDSfMctfdllj 
submitted. 

Vorj  rMpeptfoUj,  yo«r  ob#diekit  servaat, 

'  L.  A.  ARMISTEAD, 


i 
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GBNBBIL  WRIGHT'S  REPORT   OF  JBATTLE   OF   krNGrjS 
.     SCHOOL.H0USB.    '. 


HKAD4VABTBS8  Third  Brigade,  Hdssr's  Ditisioit, 
Gm^  t»  Advance  on  WiUuimdm'f  BoaS, 


J0I7  8ih,  186t.         )  V 

lievtaMoii  Cdonel  8.  8.  Akdbrson^ 

A.  A.  Oenerdf  Buger^s  Diviswrn:  ^ 

CoLONKi. :  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  a  report  of  th^ 
action  of  mj  brig^o  in  the  battle  of  **  King^s  School-Hoase,''  on  the 
S5th  ultimo,  which  was  the  beginning  of  ^he  great  battles  of  Rich* 
mond : 

About  daylight,  op  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  S5th  of  June, 
Ihe  enemy  advanced^a  considerable  force  upon  our  pickets,  on  thf 
right  of  ike  Williamsburg  road,  and«  after  a  sharp  fire,  succeeded  in 
driying;  them  back  to  the  skirt  of  woods  immediately  in  front  of  ana 
abouthaif  a  mile  distant  from  our  lines.  The  fourth  Georgia  regij 
meut,  Colonel  George  Doles,  Was  on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  th^ 
road,  a&4  his  regiment,  numberijjg  less  than  four  hundred  men,  occu* 
pied  a  line  of  twelve  hundred  yards.  He  had  instructions  to' give ^ 
Be  immediate  information  in  case  the  enemy  made  any  demonstration 
against  him^  and,  failing  to  receive  any  communication  from  Golonql 
Doles,  I  was  not  apprised  of  the  foccess  -of  the  enemy  in  driving 
back  our  pickets  until  I  saw  them  coming  out  of  the  woods,  In  ju^ 
tice  to  Colonel  Doles,  it  is  proper  to  state  that,  as  soon  as  he  dis- 
eoyered  the  intention  of  the  enemy,  he  despatched  a  mounted  courier 
to  give  me  the  proper  notice.  The  courier  took  to  his  heels,  failed 
to  bring  me  the  report,  and  has  not  been  heaf  d  of  since.  As  soo^ 
as  I  was  i4>prised  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  I  ordered  out  the  first 
Louisiana  and  first  Georgia  regijnents,  and,  with  them,  immediate^^ 
proceeded' to  the  scene  of  action:  The  first  Louisiana  "^regiment, 
lieutenant  Colonel  Shiv^s  commanding,  was  ordered  to  advance 
^n  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  its  left  resting  upon  the 
load,  and  th^twenty-seco'nd  Georgia  regiment,  Colonel  B.  K.  Jones^ 
was  ojrdered  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  first  Louisiana.  Theeio 
diqpositione  being,  made,  the  order  was  given  to  charge  upon  the  09,- 
emy,  4hen  about  emerging  from  the  woods,  and 'drive  him  back  tp 
their  entrenched  works.  The  order  was  obeved  with  alacrity,  the 
troops  springing  forward  with  loud  <$heers  and  advancing  through  a 
terrifie  fire  of  musketry,  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  him  before  *th  em 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Here  their  fuf ther  advance  lay 
over  an  open  field,  behind  which,  under  cover  of  heavy  forest  timber 
and  dense  underbrush,  the  retreating  foe  had  taken*  shelter.  With  a 
gallantry  and  impetuosity  which  has  rarely  been  equalled,  and  ces- 
tainly  never  ez<ylled,  ainQO  the  war  began,  these  brave  and  daring 
I^evaiaiuana,  and;  Georgians  charged  throuigh  this  opeli  field  and 
actuaDy^rc^VLe  from  their  cover  the  whole  brigade,  st^cMnBdi to  ^"^ 
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l^ickfes*.  Oar  loss  In  the  cliarge  was' heaVy,  including  l«ieiit<m*iit 
Colonel  Shivers,  who  Wiij  wounded  in  the  erm.  The  enfinj  being 
reinforced  hy  the  addition  of  Barry's  brigade,  our  force  waa^ttooi'- 
pellod  to  retire'for  a  short  distance,  whicii  was  accorapliahed  jg  good 
order.  During  this  time  a  strong  .force  of  the  .enemy,  afierwarda 
ascertained  to  be  Meagher's  brigade,  was  pressed  forward  on  the  Uft 
j>nd  near  the  Williamsburg  road,  and,  moving  rapidly  up^sopn  drov« 
our  pickets  from  our  lines.  At  this  important  juncture,  Colonel  liuv- 
lelgc's  Nprth  Carolina  regiment  came  up  to  our  aet^iataaco,  ha^'ing 
^eeti  ordered  up  by  Brigadier  General  Ransom  in  compUaaoe  with 
nay  request  for  support.  Colonel  Rutledge  was  ordered  tOcmpv^. 
down  on  the  left  of  the  road,  supported  by  the  third  Georgia  regi* 
ment,  Mnjor  J.  U.  Sturges  commanding,  engage  the  enemy,  »nd,  if 
possible,  drive  hira  out  of  the  woods.  Thia  movement  was  ejcecute4 
in  handsome  stvle,  and  with  complete' success.  The  enemy  having 
now  been  driven  on  both  sides  of  .the  road  to  the  position  which  theyj 
dccunled  when  the  fight  commenced,  except  (yr  a  few  rqda  in  out 
centre  and  our  extreme  right,  where  their  irrfraenso  force  bad  ano- 
ceeded  in  maintaining  the  advantage  won  from  us  in  tho  morning,  a 
itroHij  effort  was  made  to  dislodge  us  on  the  immediate  right  and  lefl 
of  the  road  and  a  battery  of  heavy  guns,  strongly  supported  by  in* 
fantr^V  was  moved  down  the  road   to«  within   a  short  di^^tancc  of -our 

tines.  This  movement  w-.is  unobserved,  owing  to  thp  dense  wooJa  o% 
^oth  sides  of  the  road ;  the  road  itself,  at  this  point,  turning  #ud*j 
denly  to  the  right,  secured  them  an  unobserved  advance,  and"  tho 
movement  was  not. detected  until  they  opened  upon  our  thinned  ra'bkii 
f  murderous  fire  of  shell,  grape  and  canister.  On  the  immediate 
right  of  the  road,  the  first  Louisi^ina  and  twenty-second  Georgia  w^re 
Stijl  ported,  supported  by  Colonels  Clark  and  Ramseur's  regiment* 
of  North  Carolina  troops,  ordererl  up  by  General  Ransom  and  br;kvely 
maintained  their  position.  On  the  left  cf  the  road  the  enemy  njade 
X  vigorous  attack,  and,  under  cover  of  their  battery,  a  heavy  force  of 
mfantry  was  advanced  upon  Colonel  RuiJedge's  command,  who  re*' 
ceived  their  fire  with  great  coolness  and  obstinately  disputed  their 
further  approach..  As  soon  as  the  enemy V  battery  qpened  upon  ica^> 
I.prdered  Captain  Frank  linger,  with  a  section. of  hia  battery,  tto  ad* 
v,^nce  upon  the  left  of  the  road  and,  under  cover  of  a  |teiiU  of  w^ods 
to  bring  his  guns  into  action  at  a  point  about  eight  hundned  ^erds 
distant  from  the  pnemy's  battery.  This  movement  was  executed  nith 
great  celerity^  and  suddenly  unmasking  his  guns  from  behibd  thet 
point  of  woods,  Captain  Iluger  opened  a  weU  directed^fire  upon  th# 
eneniy's  battery,  which  in  a  very  few  minutes  disabled  their •guu 
a^nd  drove  them  f/om  the  field.  Captain  lluger  advanced  ^ia  battery, 
upcvi  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  to  within-  a /ew  roda  >eC  the.  peftiiioA 
recently  occupied  by,  the  enemy's  guns  and  poured  a  heavy  fir^  vpooi 
their  iiif.mtry,  then  concealed  in  the  thick  woods  on  the  other  tide  o* 
the  road.  Colonel  Rutledge,  with  his  own  and  Major  Stargea'  third 
Georgia  regiment,  had  not  only  maintained  hi%  position  on  ^e  left  of 
the  road.,  but  had,  with  these  .two  -email  {;egimei;^t^^a(Xti|^lytadvaiu:ed 
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nffoa  and  inren  the  eMmy,  at  I^ast  three  tlMmeaiid '  strong,  back  to 
ike  line  of  their  abattis,  in  the  rear  of  Scharm's  bamt  house. 

On  oifr  extreme  right  the  enemj  still  maintained  their  position  in' 
tho  heaty  woods  about  foar  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  icing's 
Sl[rho<d-Hoine,  and  nof^more  than  one  thousand  yards  in  advance  of 
elir  Kne  of  rifle-pits.     Colonel  Doles'  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  sup-^ 
plArted  by  Colonel  Hiirs  North  Carolina  regiment,  was  ordered  to  ad« 
tutce,  engage  the  enemy,  and  if  possible,  dislodge  him  from  his 
sdTaneed  position  in  the  woods,  and  drive  him  back  beyond 'the  lines 
oveiipied  by  our  pickets  in  the  morning.     This  order  was  promptly 
obeyed  by  Colonel  Doles  who,  with  his  small  command,  ^ow  worn  out' 
Mid  completely  exhausted  by  the  fatigue  and  want  of  Vest  the  nigh*t 
1|pfore,  and  the  constant  fight  during  the  whole  day,  rushed  forward 
amd  soon  found  themselves  confronted  by  Sickles'  brigade  strongly 
posted  in  a.thiek  growth  of  pines.     The  fire  here  for  twenty  minutes - 
Has  furious  and  terrific  beyond  anything  I  had  ever  witnessed,  but 
liie  gallant  fourth  pree6ed'^>n  amid  a  deadly  fire,  and  soon  the  foe  be- 
gan  to  fall  back.     Seising  the  opportune   moment,   a  charge  was. 
ordered  and  our  men  rushed  forward,  and,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet^ 
^ove  the  enemy  in  great  disorder  and  confusion  through  the  woods  to  . 
King's  School  house,  where  they  were  temporarily  rallied  for  a  few 
minutes,  but  another  deadly  volley  from  the  fourth  Georgia,  followed 
by  a  dashing  charge,  and  the  enemy  fled  from  their  position,  leaving 
m  masters  of  the  field  and  in  possession  of  a  great  number  of  prisoners, 
besides  most  of  their  killed  and  a  few  of  their  wounded.- 
'  While  this  hst  movement  was  progressing,  1  had  ordered  the  first 
Louisiana  regiment,  now  commanded  by  Captain  Nolan,  Lieutenant 
Cololiel  Shivers  having  been  disabled  by  a  wound  in  the  right  arm,  re  • 
reived  in  the  itforning  while  charging  across  the  fieldT  before  alluded 
to,  and  the  twenty-second  Georgia,  supported  by  Colonels  Clark  and 
Sansom's  North  Carolina  troops  to  advance  and  regain  the  centre  of 
<mr  picket  line,  from  whioh  we  had  been  forced  to  retire  by  an  over- 
'Whelqciing  force  concentrated  against  us  there  abont  the  middle  of  thee, 
*4ay.     Thege  regiments,  now  sadly  thinned  by  their  severe  losses  of 
the  morning,  again  moved  up  in  good  .order,  and,  after  a  feeble  resist-  i 
aace  by  the  enemy,  again  took  possession  of  our  old  picket  lines. 
The  day  had  now  closed,  and  the  fight  ceased,  lea^ving  us  masters  of 
the  battle  fiel<f  and  in  the  identical  position  our  pickets  occupied  whea* 
ike  enemy  made  the  first  attack  in  the  morning 
.  Our  troops,  during  the  whole  day's  fight  acted  with  great  coolness 
ttd  courage,  and  in  the  morning  when  wVwere  compelled,  more  than  . 
aoee^  to  fall  back,  the  movement  was  always  condflbted  in  good  order 
jmd  without  the  slightest  confusion. 

The  operiktions  of  the  enemy  were  conducted  by  General  McCleIIa». 
inpefflon,  and  the  troofie  engage  I  embraced  all  of  Kearney's  division 
MMia  part  of  Hooker's,  numbering  In  all  not  less  than  eight  or  ten 
thousand.  To  oppose  this  heavy  force  I  bad  my  own  brigade  (number- 
ing about  two  theuaand  men)  and  ti^o  xegiments,  Colonels  Rutledgo 
and  *Htll'9,  of  General  ftunsom's  brigade,  about  one  thousand  aen; 
atakini;  my  wiiok^^  farce  en|^ed  xHit  more  than  three  thousand  m^ 
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The  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  drifo  us  bttek  fr«m  -onr  fiiok^t 

line,  occiipT  it  himself,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  advance  his  works 
fcveriil^hundred  yards  nearer  our  lines.  In  this  he  completely  failed, 
and  although  General  McClellan  at  night  telegrspphed  orer  his  own 
Signature,  to  the  war  office  in  Washington,  that  he  had  accompliehed 
is  object;  had  ^driven  me  back  Tor  more  than  a  mile;  had  silenced 
my  batteries,  a«d*  occupied  our  caiiips,  there  is  not  one  word  of  trutf^ 
in  the  whok  statement.  •  When  the  fight  ceased  at  dark  I  occcupied  tlw 
^ery  line  my  pickets  had  been  dri\i3n  from  in  the  morning,  and  whiek« 
I  continued  to  hold  until  the  total  rout  of  the  Federal  army  on  tim 
ft9th  ultimo. 

/In  this  severe  and  long-contested  battle,  all  our  troops  behaved  well 
without  exception.  But  without  disparaging  the  merit  of  others,  1^ 
beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  6f  the' first  Loo- 
tfiiana  regiment  in  their  charge  across  the  field  early  in  the  morning* 
and  the  very  creditable  manner  in  which  Colonel  Autledge  met  and 
ippulsed  a  whole  brigade  with  his  own  and  Stnrgis*  third  Georgia 
regiment.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Doles,  fourth  Georgia  regiment, . 
challenges  our  warmest  admiration  and  thanks  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  it  rallied,  late  in  the  evening,  and  drove  from  their  stronghold 
the  famous  ''Excelsior  brigade.".  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  in  jus- 
tice to  these  two  regiments,  the  first  Louisiana  and  the  ipQurth  Geor- 
gia, an  order  be  issued  authorizing  them  to  inscribe  upon  their 
banners,  ^'King's  School-House."  I  was  greatly  assisted  throughout 
the  entire  day's  fight  by  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain  J. 
B.  Girardy,  whose  coolness,  courage  and  daring  intrepidity,  through- 
out the  hottest  of  the  fight,  entitles  him  to  receive  the  highest  com- 
mendations of  the  department.  I  regret  to  add  that  my  volunteer 
aid,  Captain  Charles  L.  Whitehead,  was  taken  prisoner  late  in  the 
evening  while  taking  an  order  from  me  to  Colonel  Dolee,  of  the  fourtli 
Georgia  regiment:  The  conduct  of  this  young  officer  after  he  came 
upon  the  field  in  the  afternoon  was,  in  an  eminent  degree,  brav^, 
ehi^alric  and  daring. 

Our  total  loss  in  the  whole  day's  fight  amounted  to  tbirty-nine  * 
killed,  two  hundred  and  twenty  wounded,  and  eleven  missing.     This 
does  not  include  the  loss  in  Rutledge's  and   HilPs  regiments,  which 
was  slight — no  report  being  made  to  me  by  them.     The  enemy's  loss 
was  very  severe,  amounting  to  at  least  twelve  hundred  ^en. 

On  the  morning  after  the  fight,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  by  one  Col. 
Brown,  of  the  twentieth  Indiana  regiment,  asking  permission  to  re- 
lieve his  wounded  and  bury  ^is  dead.  I  had  alre^y  ordered  a  detail 
to  do  this,  and,  as  f  did  not  recognize  him  as  the  proper  party  tosend  a 
flag,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  Major  General  Hoger  for  proper 
action. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  detailed  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  miss* 
iBg  of  *each  regiment  of  this  brigade.  -^ 

I  have  the  hoi(^or  to  be,  rery  respectfully, 

•  Your  obedient  servant, 
.         *  A.  R.  WRIGHT, 

'^       ,  .  BrigadUr  Qtmral  c^ftynaniing  Mgade.^  * 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S&T 
On  the  alxyTrwM  the  following  endonemant : 

*  Ckifeeral  JVri^lit's  brigade  was  in  the  centre  near  the  William8)>ara 
wif  General  Mafaone'^  brigade  on  his  right,  and  Ghenend  AnDiBtea4 
on  hie  left,  Oenetal  Ransom's  brigade  being  in  support.  All  wene 
more*  or  less  engaged  in  this  action,  as  shown  by  their  reports.  All 
yendered  valaable  assistance  in  securing  the  result.  ^The  atlilick  o^ 
tbe  fourth  Georgia  and  forty-oighth  North  Carolina  on  the  right^  i4 
die  ereaingj  was  greatly  assisted,  and  the  enemy  driren  back/  hy  tlys 
position  and  action  of  the  forty- ninth  Virginia  regiment,  Genera| 
Mahone's  brigade.  «4 

A.  B.  WEIGHT, 
f  Brigadier  General ^^ , 

JuLT  19,  1882,  •     . ; 
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eSBRAL  WWGHrS  B.EPORT  OF  OPEB ACTIONS  OF  Hlg 
BRIGADE  FROM  JUNE '26  TO  JULY^«,  INCLUSIVE. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Hugcr^s  DtVtsion,  \ 
m  July  19,  1863.      J 

LientiBirafti  Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

AmUafU  Adjuittnt  General,  lTuger'*s  Division  : 

*  Colonel:  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  operations  of  »y 
brigade  from  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  Jane  to  the  morning  of  l^e 
id  of  Julj,  inclusive,  in  obedience  to  circular  from  headquarter^ 
Department  Northern  Virginia,  July  10,  1862  : 

After  the  fight  had  ceased,  on  Wednesday  night,  Jun'e  2dth-,  Colo- 
©ef  Vance*8  North  Carolina  regiment,  of  Ransom's  brigade,  was 
placed  on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  my 
own  brigade  retired  to  the  rifle-pits  for  rest  and  refreshment,  General 
Armistead  having  picketed  the  left  of  the  road. 

On  Thursday  morning,  26th  of  June,  I  ai^certained  that  Colonel 
Vance's  regiment  had,  during  th^  night,  fallen  back  from  our  ad- 
vanced picket  line,«nd  that  the  enemy  had  again  occupied  it.  I  or^ 
dered  Colonel  Jones'  'twenty-second  Georgia  regiment,  (of  my  brjg< 
lule,)  to  advance  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Vance,  and  retake  o«# 
'original  picket  line.  This  was  accomplished  without  serious  loss  ott 
our  side.  Upon  regaioing  our  line,  we  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  already  begun  a  line  of  rifle-pits  through  the  woods,  and  had 
Considerably  advanced  their  works,  when  we  forced  them  to  retire, 
leaving*  a  large  number  of  axes,  spades,  shovels  and  picks/and  quiti 
a  number  of  small  arms,  all  of  which  fell  into  our  possesshm.  Wfi 
also  captured  a  few  prisoners.  ■    '       •      * 

"  During  the  night  following,  and  the  succeeding  two  days-,  Friday 
an  if  Saturday,  the  2'/th  and  28th,  a  continuous  attack  was  kept  up 
bytheei^emy  on  our  picktp,  which,  from  its  continuation  and  vkh 
lenco,  greatly  fatigued  and  worried  my  already  small  command.  Ooir 
actual  loss  during  this  time  was  very  light.  On  ii^atlirday  liight,  ttee 
28th.  Colonel  George  Doles,  fourtn  Georgia  regiment,  was  ordered 
^on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  (General 
*  Armistead  still  picketing  on  the  left,)  with  instruotions  Va  keep  a 
Vose  watch  upon  the  enemy ;  to  throw  scouts  and  flairkers  out  in  ad- 
vance of  his  picket  line;  push  them  up  to  the  enemy^a  works,  and 
give  me  immediate  notice  of  any  movement  on  the  part  of  the  en* 
einy,  who,  it  was  thought,  would  either  attack  us  or  fall  back  from 
their  entrenchments  early  on  the  succeeding  morning.  (Sunday.) 

I  received  no  report  from  Colonel  Doles  until  about  Bunrisie  oa 
Sundry  morning,  when  he  sent  me  word  nothing  unusua!  had  oo* 
.curred' during  the*night,  and  that  he  was  still  occin py ing  our  old 
picket  lines.  I  immediately  sent' Captain  Girardy,  my  assistant  ad«* 
jutant  general,  to  order  Colonel  Doles  to'  advance  his  scouts  quietly 
v^  to  the  abatti^  in  front  of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  and  observe  A^vf 
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action  and  tliei^  movements.     I  wm  still  confident,  from  the  reenlts 
of  ^  fight  the  two  days  previous,  that  the  enemy  wonid  be  forced  ie 
make  some  iaaportant  movement  this  morning,  aiid  I  directed  Oaptain 
Oirardy  to  accon^any  Colonel  Doles'  advance  and  ascertain  what  tho> 
enemy  were  4kboat.     At  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Captain  Girardy 
returned  with  information  that  the  enemy  had  retined^from  their  en« 
trenchraents,  and  thattheir  main  body  had  got  entire!/  off,  leaving 
only  their  rear  guard  and  a  few  stragglers.     I' immediately  ^pvtny 
kigade  in  motion,   and  pushed  forward  into  the  enemy's  deserted 
works,  intending  to  fall  upon  his  rear  and  give  him  battle.     After 
fcftching  the  enemy's  works,  I  foond  Major  General  B.  Huger  on  the 
fieldy  ai^d  reported  to  him  for  instructions  and  orders.     I  was  directed 
to  retnrn  to  our  camp^  (about  one  %nd  a  half  miles,)  let  the  men  get 
breakfast  and  then  mo^e  across  to  the  Charles  Oity  road ;  go  daion 
that  road,  cautiously  feeling  for  the  flying  foe.     Soon  after  getting  in 
line,  preparatory  to  moving  across  to  the  Charles  City  foad^  I  received 
orders  from  General  Huger  to  proceed  immediately  down  to  the  WiU 
liamsburg  road  to  the  enemy's  entrenched  camp  again,  as  they  were 
reported  to  be  still  in  the  rear  of  their  advanced  works  in  considera- 
ble force.     This  order  I  instantly  obeyed,  and  again  reported  to  Gen- 
eral linger,  in  the  enemy's  entrenched  camp.     After  a  very  inconsid- 
erable delay  here,  I  was  again  oi^ered  to  move  back  with  my  comman'd, 
asd  crossing  over  to  the  Charles  City  road,  to  proceed  down  the  road 
vntil  [  should  fall  upon  the  enemy.     1  commenced  this  movement, 
and  ^ad  proceeded  about  two  miles,  when  *I  received  another  ordef 
irom  General  BLuger  to  return  quickly  to  the  entrenched  camp  of  thd 
enemy,  as  General  Magruder  had  informed  him  that  the  enemy,  in 
^at  force,  was  about  to  advance  upon  him,  (General  Magruder.)    I 
immediately  retraced  my  steps,  and,  taking  a  by-path,  soon  the  head 
of  my  oolnmn  marched  into  the  deserted  entrenchments.     Here  I  re^ 
eeived  orders  to  wait  for  further,  instructions.     About  two  o'clock,  P^ 
H.,  I  received  orders  to  again  take  up  my  march  to  the  Charles  City 
road,  which  I  instantly  obeyed,  and,  putting  my  command  in  motion, 
moved  across  White  Oak  Swamp  and  fell  into  the  Charles  City  road 
two  miles  above  White's  Tavern,  and,  thence  proceeded  down  that 
-road  to  a  point  just  below  the  tavern,  when,  coming  upon  the  rear 
af  General  Ransom's  brigade,  (Huger's  division,)  at  a  halt,  I  also 
halted,  and  ^ent  to  General  Huger  for  instructioos.     It  was   now 
quite  dark,  and  I  was  instrrfcted  to  throw  out  skirmishers  and  pickets 
to  the  left  of  the  CJbarles  City  road,  until  I  reached  what  was  called 
the  New  road,  and  then  down  that  road  as  far  as  might  be  necessary. 
That  night,  29th  June,  I  received  orders  to  move  my  brigade  at  day- 
light next  morning  across  to  the  New  road,' about  one,  and  a  half 
mUes  to  the  north  of  the  Charles  City  road,  and  running  parallel  to 
it,  and  follow  down  that  road  towards  White  Oak  Bridge^  feeling  cau*. 
lionsly  for  the  enemy  there,  supposed  to  be  on  some  of  the  numerous 
islands  or  farms  in  White  Oak  Swamp.     Colonel  Ross'  battery,  of 
liieotenant  Col<mel  Cntt's  artillery ^  had  been,  the  day  before j  attached  ^ 
to  my  brigade,  and,  leaving  this  on  jthe  Chartes  City  road,  With  instrud^  ' 
lions  to  follow  as  soo«  as  I  afaonld  need  them,  at  early  dawn  oif  ^^ 
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tebrning  of  the  SOth  of  Jane,  I  moved  my  iM'igade  aeross  the  woods 
tni  fields,  until  I  fell  into  the  New  road,  neair  Hobson's  hottee,  here 
I  learned  that  the  enemy,  in  considerable  iorce,  under  General  Kear^ 
ney,  late  the  evening  before,  had  passed  down  the  Wad  towards  the 
north  fork  of  White  Oak  Swamp.  ^ 

I  passed  on,  and  at  eight  o'clock  my  line  of  skirmishers  had  reached 

•  tihe  crossing  on  the  north  fork  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  wo  en* 
ooantered  the  enemy's  pickets,  posted  a  short  distance  ii^  advance  of 
the  crossing.  The  passage  over  the  swamp  here  was  over'a  log  bridge, 
the  approach  to  which  w^as  thoroughly  destroyed  by  felling  of  trees ; 
the  bridge  itself  being  torn  up  and  thrown  in  masses  across  the  road. 
I  ordered  my  line  of  skirmishers  to  advance,  ^nd  drive  in  the  enetny^A 
pickets,  while  Lieutenant  Luckie,,of  the  third  Georgia  regiment,  was 
otdered  to  move  up*the  swamp,  and  find  a  pathway,  which;  my  guide 
informed  me,  was  a  half  a  mile  distant,  cross  over,  if  possible,  and 
Reconnoitre 4he  enemy's  position,  and  give  me  a  speedy  report  of  his 
observation.  I  also  ordered  Colonel  Doles,  whose  regiment  (the 
fourth  Georgia)  was  in  advance,  to  send  down  a  strong  party  below 
the  road,  and  attempt  a  crossing,  which  I  learned  from  the  guide  wap 
|>racticable,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below  the  l^ridge.  In  the 
meantime,  I  had  advanced  my  line  of  skirmishers  up  to  tho  margin  of 
ihe  swamp,  (here  about  half  a  mile  ^ide,)  d|-i.ving  the  enemy's  pick^ 
ets  before  us.  In  this  advance  we  captured  two  of  the  enemy'8 
pickets,  who  informed  me  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  left 
their  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  near  the  fork,  and. were 
in  rapid  retreat  towards  White  Oak  Bridge,  (across  the  main  swamp,) 
*    then  about  six  miles  distant.     Lieutenant  Luckie  having  returned, 

.  and  the*  result  of  bis  reconnoissance  confirming  the  prisoners'  states 
ments,  I  ordered  the  column  forward,  and  driving  the  pickets  and 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy  before .  us,  we  rutihed  across  the  broken 
bridge,  and  ascending  a  hill  en  the  opposite  side,  found  oureelves  ia 
the  deserted  camp  of  the  enemy.  Here  we  captured  several  prisoners 
and  a  large  quantity  of  small  arms,  tents  and  camp  equipage,  com* 
mississary  and  quartermaster's  stores,  which,  in  their  haste,  the  enemy 
had  failed. to  destroy.  We  also  captured  a  large  number  of  entrench- 
ing tools,  and  a  very  considerable*  quantity  of  medical  stores.  Leav-> 
ing  a  small  guard  here  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners,  and  to'^proteot 
.  tho  public  property  in  the  camp,  1  passed  on,  and  for^three  hours 
my  march  lay  through  a'succcssiou  of  trhe  enemy's  camps,  in  all  of 
which  immense  quantities  of  small  arms  were  found,  with  considerable 
amounts  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores.  All  along  the 
route  of  the  flying  foe  was  strewed  with  guns,  knapsacks,  cartridge^ 
boxes,  clothing  and  ammunition.  Moving  forward  rapidly,  I  oap* 
•  tured  quite  a  large  number  of  prisoners ;  bat  owing  to  some  misonder** 
standing  of  orders,  they  were  moved  off  to  Richmond  in  the-evening, 
without  proper  lists  having  been  retained,  under  command  of  Lieu* 
tenant  Lumpkin,  of  company  M,  same  regiment.    I  am.consequenlly, 

^  unable  to  give  you  the  exact  numbef .  At  half-past  two  o'clock,  P.  M., 
rreached  Wfeite  Oak  Bridge,  where  I  met  General  Jackson,  who,  witk 
hiB  Command,  had  just  arrived.     I  reported  to  hini  for  ^^^^g^^d  he 
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fleeted  me  to..QM^;e  along,  up  the  swvofijpr,  aud^  if  possible,  effect  a 
erodsii^ — the  enemy  heing  ia  large  force,  aud  obstiaately  disputiug 
ihepaseage  over  \y Lite  Oak  Bridge.  ^Ir^cbedioace  to  these  inatru^r 
tioiia»  I  ri^raci^d  mj  8t<3ps  For  about  oiio.  luilo,  wheu,  through  (^e 
aoiistance  cjT  uiy  ^uide,  I  discovered  a  cxossiug  over  tKc  swamp,  which 
had  evidently  been  used  by  .a  portion  of  the  enemy's  forces.*  I  threw 
forward  CapUin  Gr.een's  company,  (C.)  of  the  thiid  Georgia  regimen.t,  , 
and  Captain  Arm^stead's  company,  (C,)  of  thb  first  Louisiaqa  ^i- 
laent,  a§  ekirmiahers,  oa  the  right  and  j eft  jof  the  woods  respectivlly, 
aud  moiled. iny  oolutna  on.  Accompanying  luy  line  of  skirmiihers^  I 
ftoon  discovered  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge,  and  had  com- 
plexly blockaded  the  road  ihrough  the  swaoap  by  felling  trees  in  and 
across  it.  Pushing  the  skirmishers  through  the  creek  ancj  over  the 
aet-woik  of  £allen  timber,  I  soon  discovered  the  pickets  of  tlie  enemyy 
posted  in  the  margin  of  the  swamp,  and- protected  by  a  rail  fence  and 
dUch  in  front..  My  line  of  skirmishers  Readily  auvauce,  and,  driving 
the  enemy's  pickets  froua  their  position,  took  possession  of  it.  Frora 
this  point  Lwas  gnabled  to  make  a  good  reoonuoissance  of  the  enemy'* 
position  and  force.  I  ascertained  that  the  road  debouched  from  the 
swamp  into  an  %pen' field  meadow,  commanded  by  a  line  of  hills,  all 
ia  ouluvation,  and  fieo  from  timber.  Upon  this  range  of  hills  .the 
enemy  ^ad  posted  heavy^atteries  of  field  artillery,  strongly  supported 
by  infantry,  which  swept  across  the  meadow  by  a  direct  and  cross 
fire,  and  which  could  be  u.se<l  with  terrific  efft^ct  upon  my  column 
while  struggling  tlwough  the  f;illen  timber  in  the  road  through  the 
swamp.  Two  piisoners,  whom  we  captured  here  on  picket,  confirmed 
by  their  statements  my  own  observations  of  the  enemy's  fortified 
position^  and,  having  no  artillery  with  me  to  support  my  infantry 
while  crossing,  I. determined  to  withdrarw  from  this  point,  and  seek  a 
AToasing  higher  up.  the  swamp.  Skirting  along  the  northern  margin 
ef  the  s^amp  about  three  miles,  I  discovered  a  cow  trails  which  led 
across  not  far  from,  and  in  rear  of,  Fisher's  •  house,  on  the  Charles 
City  road.  Ttis  trail  1  took,  and  at  dark  halted  my  brigade  for  the 
ftight,  on  the  Charles  City  road,  near  to  Fisher's  hou  je.  , 

Uaving  reported  to  General  Huger  in  person,  I  received  orders 
from  him  that  9ight,  instructing  mo  to  move,  early  in  the  morning,  , 
dovan  the  Charles  .City  road,  supporting  General  Armistead's  brigade, 
whicji  w:buld  move  down  in  advance  of  me.  This  order  was  counter- 
manded  next  morning,  (Tuesday,  July  l8t»)  and  I  was  instructed  to 
follojr  General  Armistead's  brigade,  which  was  directed  to  mpve 
across  from  the  Charles  City  road,  in  tho  diroctiom  of  James  river, 
skirling  along  the  west  side  of  the  Quaker  road,  and  closely  watching 
the  right  of  that  road.  After  marching  about  two  and  a  half  or  three 
miles,  I  halted  my  brigade,  having  found  General  Armistead's  brigade 
•  halted  upon  the  intersection  of  the  road  we  were  moving  along  with  the 
LoDg  Bridge  road.  Here  I  remained  nearly  an  hour,  waiting  for  the 
command  in  front  of  me  to  move  forward.  Between  eight  and  nine 
o^eiook,.  A.  M.,  I  again  moved  forward,  and,  following  General  Arna* 
isWad'ft  brigade,  I  crossed  the  Long  Bridge  road  near  to  the  battle* 
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fi^d  of  tbe  day  before,  (Mebday,  SOth  of  Jttfte^)-inri  pMeed  ift  over  ft . 
blind  road,  in  the  directiion*of  Malvern  Hill.  >  .  . 
,  After  moving'  about  ona  aftd  a  half  iniles,  I  imfs-  agttin  haked  hf 
%ding  General  Armiatead'a  brigade  had  Bto|aped'OQ/«  akirt  of  wooa 
about  one  milebin  front  of  Dr.  Metterst's  now  (Crew's)  honae.  Mar- 
ing  along  General  Armistead's  line,  I  proceeded,  and  foun«l  die  Qen« 
eral  in  a  deep  ravine,  about  one  hundred  jaxds  from,  aqd  roafiiJQg 
puallel  to,  Crew's  field  feixoe.  Here  I  aseertained  that  tb^  enemj  in 
^Mj  large  force  was  occiipying  the  crest  of  the  hiils*on  Crew's  farat^ 
immediately  in  front  of  his  farm-yard,  and  baid  pitiketa.aad  sliadrp* 
shooters  advanced  near  the  edge  of  *  the  woods  in^  which  we  then'-te^. 
No  definite  idea  could  ba  obtained  from  oar  scouts^  of  the  number  or 
position. of  the  enemy,  and  I  suggested  to  General  Armistead  that  we 
go  forward  to  the  edge  of  die  fi«ld,  and  under  protection  of  a  strosj^ 
force  of  skirmishers,  ascend  a  high  knoll  or  hill,  which  Abruptly 
sprang  from  the  meadow  betow,  and  on  our  right,  from  tfaff  WBinil 
of.  which  •  we  would  be  able  to  observe  the  enemy's  mois^eata. 
Ilt^ving  reached  this  position,  we  were  enabled  to  g4t  a  very  eompklte 
view  of  MeOlellan's  afmy.  Immediately  in  our  f^^J^>  aiid«zt0niiittg 
one  mile,  stretched  a  field,  at  tb&  further  extremity  ol  whicb^  w<i».«it- 
naXed  the  dwelling  adA  farm  buildings  of  Mr.  CreW,  (fournierlj  Dr. 
Metterst's  )  In  front,  and  to  our  left,  the^nd  rose  gently  irom- the 
woods  up  to  the  farm-jard,  where  it  became  high  and  rolling^*'  Upon 
the  right,  the  field  was  broken  by  a  series  of  ridges  and  valleys  whiok 
ran  out  at  right  angles  to  a  line  drawn  fiom  our  position  to  that^f 
the  enemy^  and  all  of  which  terminated  upon  oar  extreme  right  io  a 
precipitous  bluff,  which  dropped  suddenly  down  upon  a  low-,  fiat  iB«ft<> 
dow,  covered  with  wheat,  and.  intersected  with  a  number  of  ditabe% 
which  ran  from  the  bluff  across  the  meadow  to  a  swamp  or  4emm 
wood,  about  five  hundred  yards  further  to  our  rtght.  TbisJow;  fl4ift 
meadow  stretched  up  to  and  swinging  around  Crew's  hoAse,  ertewlai 
as  far  as  Turkey  Bend*,  on  James  river.  . 

The  enemy  had  drawn  up  his  artillery  (as  far  as  cauld  be  aseer- 
taiuedy  about  fifty  pieces,)  in  a  crescent-shaped  line,  the  eonvex  lia^ 
being  next  to  our  position,  with  its  right  (on-onr  left)  creating  upon'«r 
road  which  passed  three  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  Crew's  house,  to 
Malvern  Hill;  the  left  of  their  advanced  line  of  batteries  reading 
upon  the  high  bluff  Which  overlooked  the  meadow  to  the  nght  (obp 
right,)  and  rear  of  Crew's  house.  Their  infantry  a  little  in  rear  of  ' 
th,e  artillery,  and  protected  by  the  cr.est  of  the  ridge  upon  which*  tbe 
bdi^teries  were  placed,  extended  from  the  woods  on  our  left,  along  the 
crest'of  the  hills,  and  through  a  lane  in  the  meadow  on  our  ri^ht  to 
the  dense  woods  there.  In  rear  of  this,  and  beyond  a  narrow  ravine, 
the  sides  of  which  were  covered  with  timber,  and  which  ran  parallel 
to  their  line  of  battle,  and  but  a  few  yards  in  the  rear-  of  Crew'a^ 
house,  was  another  line  of  infantry,  its  right  resting  upon  a  heayy, 
dense  wood,  which  covered  the  Malvern  Hill  farm  on. the  east.  The 
left  of  this  line  reeted  upon  the  precipitous  bluff  wbioh  ov^rhuu^  t|ie 
low  meadow  on  the  west  of  the  farm-.  At  this  p<Hnt,  ^be  bigh  ^luflT 
etreti^hed  out  toihewest  for  two  hundred  yards^iniiQiigtridga  viur 
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ledl^,«QearIj«frepar«tmg  the  TneadDtrfrom  tike  low  laaJIs^o^  the  river, 
upoD  the  extreme  western  termintrt  t>f -whicb  wsb  plaivted-a  battery  of 
hemvj  gvme,  Tlris  latter  battery  0t>i&iiianded  th«  whefe  meadow  in 
frcmt'of^tt,  attdy  by  adtreetfire,-  was^ble  to  dk^nte  the  manoeuvring  - 
of  tfMps  orer  any  portion  ef  Ae  mefadow.  Just  behi&d  tfae^  ravine 
wfaleh  rao  in  rear  of  Crew's  beuee,  and  nnckr  cover  oF  the  timber, 
wt^'jipknited  a  heavy  battery,  in- a  small  redoubt,  whoae fire  swept 
aeeoss  the  ifieadow*  These  two -bi^eriee-^Bompletely  ct>n trolled '^et 
mMdoWyfrom  one  extremity  ef  it  to  another,,  abd-effeetually  pr^ 
rented  the  movement  of  tro<^s-  opon  it  in  large  masses.  .The  ^k^lh 
nuiBber  of  these  several  batteries  could  not  have  fallen  far  *ebort/of  * 
one  hundred.  The  infantry  of  the  epemy  I  estimated  at  IbaeK;  twenty. 
fifHS^^nthirty  thoasand,  from  what  I  saw.  Large  numbers,  as  I  as-  - 
oertakied  aftevw^rds,  were  posted  in  the  woods  on  our  extreme  right 
and'left;  and'tihe  line  of  diiches  across  the  meadow  isere  lined  with 
sb^fpsAieoters.  :;^       - 

49*^ng'no  artillery  with  us,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  'keep  oiir 
little  force,  anounting  to  not  more,  than  twetity.five  hundred  men  in 
bofih  brigades,  coagealed  in  the  deep  ravine  in  front  of  Crew's  field, 
and 'Send  to  theres^for  guns.     General  Armistead  being  the  senior  offi- 
ce^'present,  directed  me  to  bring  up  Grimes'  battery  and  place  it  in 
peAion  on%the  ci^st  of  the  ridge  in  front  ef  our  position.     QrimW 
b««tery  was  ordered  up  \  but,  the  distance  being  so  great,  only  tw^ 
piited-of  his  battery  (rifles)  were  put  in' battery,     ^s  soon  as  Grimes* 
biMevy  opened,  the  enemy  began   a  fierce  cannonading  ttlong  .their 
wkdeline,  «€Fneentr»ling  their  fire  upon  '  Grimes' two  pieces.     Re- 
tttvping  dowft'tbe  hill,  after  conducting  Grimes  to  his  position,  I  met 
Gjflaeral  Araristead's  and  .my  own  birgade  advancing,  (Armistead% 
Biai»e*tw«nty:»or" thirty  paces  in  front  of  my  own,)  in  a  run,  up  the 
hiU,  and  tewards  the  open- field;  in"  the  far  edge  of  which  the'en^my- 
wns«pMted.     Having  received  no  order  for  this  advance  of  my  brig- 
ade, and  being  cpnvinced  the  meveraeat  was  not  a  judicious  one,  I 
ordeved  nsy  brigade  to  halt  just  before  emerging  from  the  woods^  and 
faitapoiv^e  gfiAiird,  -as  the  enempy-s  shells  were  falling  in 'a  pitiless 
storm  aH  around  tfs.     Just  as  I  got  my  men  quiet,  I  was  officially  no- 
tified that  Geireral  Armistead  had  ordered ^ttie  advance;  and  I  moved- 
nry  brigade  *on.     Emerging  from  tho  woods,  we  passed  into  the  open* 
field,  set  with^clover,  at  this  point  ;  and,  continuing  the  ascent  some 
fifty  or  sixty  yards,  we  reached  the  summit  o^  the  hill,  where  we. 
fonnd  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns  so  well  directed  and-incessant, 
that  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  halt  and  make  my  men  lie  down  in  the 
high' clover.    Meanwhile  Grimes'  guns  had  been  silenced  by  the  loss 
of 'horses  and  men,  and  he  was  forced  to  retire,  leaving  one  of  his 
pieces^     I  immediately  ordered  my  brigade  to  fall  hnc}f  an^  seek  cover^^ 
under* the  woods  in  the  ravine,  and  reported  to  Genial  Armistead 
wbat^Ihad  done.     In  this  ill-timed  advance,  my  loss  was  very  se^re. 
Partf  of  my  brigade,  the  fourth  Georgia  and  the  twenty* second  Geof- 
giK,  mider' Major  Wasden,  and  a  part  of  the  third  Georgia^  nnd^- 
Captain  (aetifig  lieutenant  Oolonel)  Kesbit,  had  advanced  on  the  ex-  • 
iOBme  right-'SD  far  as  to  pass  bfer  the  crest  of  the  'ridge,  and  were 
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lying  ia.ar<h6llow  about  two  huDcIi^d  yardg  in. advance  of  the  It 

woods.     These  were  permitted  to  remain,  as  they  wete  coinparat 

eecure  from  the  effects  of  thoeneuiy's  shells;         .    .  ^. 

General  Armistead  directiug,"  JL  ordered  up  anothec  battery^  {M 
man's,  I  taiuk,)  and  got  it  in  position  a  little  under  the  crest  of 
hill  in   tha  clover  field,  and  'opened  upon  the  enemy.     The  sup 
:  metal  and  number  of  the  enemy's  guns, -in  addition  to  his  Btron^ 

fiition,  giive  him  the  decided  advantage  of  us,  and  very^oon  this 
jtery  was  forced  to*retire.  ^ieauwhil*i>  Captain  Pegram's  battery 
ordered,  up^  and  taking  positioa  two  hundred  yards  to  ihe  le 
Moorman's,  opened  a  well  directed  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which 
with  fearfirl  effect  upon  them.  But  this  chivalric  comma'iider 
'j  the  retiring  of  Moorman's  battery,  was  left  alone  to  contend  wit 

whole  force  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  .  Manfully  these  gallant 
maintained  tl^p  unei^ual  condict,  uuttl  their  geyere. Josses  disa 
them  from  using  but  a  single  piece.  Even  with*  one  piece, 
gallantly  held  their. ground,  and  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  fire 
the  enemy's  line,  until  seeing  the  utter  ^hopelessness  of^e  cout< 
ordered  them  to  cease  firing  until  I  could  get  niore  guua  ini  ac 
It  was  now  three  o'clcck,  i\  M.  AVe  had  been^ghtiug  since, 
past  eleven,  A.  M.,  and  still  the  enemy  continued  to  pour  volley 
volley  upon  us  from  their  whole  Hlc.  Another  battery  ^'as  sooi 
dered  up,  and  again  the  gallant  Pegram  opened,  with  his  single 
.himself  assisting  to  work  it.  Still  the  superior  number  and  ca 
of  ibe  enemy's  guns  enabled  him  to  pour  a  continuous-  and  ga 
fire  upon  our  artillerists,  and  keep  tha  bkirt  of  wo.id.-*,  inwhicl 
men  lay,  wrapt  in  a  sheet  of  flame  and  hail  from  their  iiumense.  si 
iA-gain  our  few  guns  were  silenced,  and  I  rode  from  the  scene 
vinced  that,  with  the  small  force  at  our  command,  lurth^r  deuaoju 
tions  against  the  enemy  in  this  stronghold,  weixj  utterly  futile 
liighly  improper.  These  views  1  urged  upon  Tieneral  Armistead, 
entirely  concurred  in  opinion  with  me,  and  ordered  the  firing  toe 
I  •  iiLmediately  refofmed  the  shattered  fragments  of  my,  brigad 
least  that  portion  of  it  not  already  in  advance,  in-thehoJlpw  ol 
field.  I  regret  to  state  that,  in  reforming,  I  wasuaable  to^find 
twenty-sccoftd  Georgia  megi men t,  or  its  commande:r^'- Colonel  B 
Joiies.  After  a  long  search,  and  considerable  delay,  I  disco 
Colonel  Jones  approaching  from  the  rear,  where  hoiiad  been 
mile  or  more  without  my  assent,  knowledge,  or  approval.  He 
received  a  slight  scratch  in  the  face  from  a  fragment  of  t 
left  his  command,  and  retired  to  the  rear.  1  ordered  him  to  C( 
his  regiment  and  form  on  the  left  of  the  first  Louisiana  regir 
This  he  failed  to  do,  and  in  the  subsequent  severe  fighting,  whi^' 
curred  thit^afternoon,  no  portion  of  that  regiment  was  engaged 
t,  cept  the  smjill  number  who,  under  Major  Joseph  Wasden,  hai 
the  first  advance,  got  over  into  the  hollow  in  the  field. 

Major  General  Magruder  came  on'the  field  about  four  o'clock^ 
assuming  command,  directed  the  future  movements  of  mybrigad 
was  ordered  by  him  to  advance,  supported  by  Brigadicivr General 
hone's  brigade^tupon  the  enemy's  rights  and  charge  upoa  the  ene 
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erieg.  ThU  movement  if&8  to  be  simultaneoas  with  an  advance 
QtheeBemy^  left  and  centre.  I  immediately  took  my  brigade 
id  by-  a  flank  movement  to  the  right,  and,  by  filing  to  the  left  un* 
the  edge  of  the  bluff,  got  it  in   line  in  the  hallow  already  occu- 

by  the  ^oarth  Georgia  and  portions  of  the  twepty-sccond  and 
d  Georgia.  Here  Informed  my  line,  the  fourth  Georgia  upon  the 
t,.  the  first  Louisiana,  And  a  few  of  *thd  twenty-second  Georgia^ 
sr  Major  Wasden,  in  the  centre,  .and  the  third  Georgin^.on  tho^ 
I  had  lost  a  few  men,  wounded,  in  getting  into  this  position/ 
the  eoetny,  detecting  the  moveniont^  opened  a  furious  fire  upon 
bat  my  gallant  soldiers  lay  quietly  upon  their  faces,  ready  and 
»r  for  the  order  to  advance.  At  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock,  I 
ived  an  order  from  General  Magruder,  through  Captain  Henry 
an,  one  of  his  stafi",  to  advance  immediately,  ^and  charge  the  en- 
's batteries.  No  other  troops  had  yet  come  upon  the  field.  I  or- 
d  my  men  forward,  and  springing  before  them,  led  my  brigade, 
than  one. thousand  men,  against  a  force  I  knew  to  be  superior  in 
ratio  of  at  least  twenty  ^  one.  Onward  we  pressed,  warmly  and 
Dgly  supporteiby  General  Mahone's  brigade,  under  a  n^urderoos 
of  shot,  shell,  cannister  and  musketry.  At  every  step  my  brave 
fell  around  me ;  but  the  survivors  pressed  on  until  we  had  reached 
How  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  on 
right.     Here  I  perceived  that  a  strong  force  of  infantry  had  been 

forward  on  our  left,  by  the  enemy,  with  a  view  of  flanking  an! 
ing  us  oS*  from  ouv  support,  how  more  than  one  thousand  yards 
ur  re»r.  I  immediately  tlirew  the  leit  of  the  third  Georgia  regi- 
t  a  little  back  along  the  upper*  margin  of  the  hollow,  «^nd  sud- 
y  changing  front  of  this  regiment,  1  poured  a  galling  fire  upoa 
enemy,  which  he  returned  with  spirit,  aided  by  a  fearful  direct 
cross  fire  from  his  batteries.  Here  the  contest  raged  with  vary- 
suecess  for  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Finally  the 
of  the  enemy  was  broken,  and  he  gave  way  in  great  disorder, 
be  meantime,  my  front,  supported  by  General  Mahone,  had  been 
ected  to  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  and  had  begun  to 
sr,  and,  I  feared,  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back.  Just  at  this 
lent  firing  was  heard  far  away  on  our  left,  and  soon  we  saw  our^ 
mns  advancing  upon  the"  enemy's  centre.  This  diverted  a  portion 
bo  enemy's  fire  from  us,  and  I  succeeded  in  keeping  my  men 
^y.  ^        • 

^e  had  now  approached  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  en- 
's advance  batteries,  and  ag^n  I  gave  the  order  to  charge,  which 
obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  We  rushed  forward  up 
nde  of  the  hill,  under  the  brow  of  which  we  had  for  some  time 
3d,  and  dashing  over  the  hill,  reacbed  another  hollow  or  ravine, 
ediately  in  front  of  and,  as  it  were,. under  the  'enemy's  guns.  ' 
\  ravine  was  occupied  by  a  line  of  Yankee  infantry,*  posted  there 
rotect  their  batteries.  Upon  this  we  rushed  with  such  imp^a- 
r  ttUt  the  enemy  broke  in  great  disorder  and  fled.  During  thb 
)  engagement,  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front  of  us,  and>  to  whiok 
ad  «pproae}ied  to  within  a  few  rods,  laoved  off  around  And  beUiMl 
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th«  bam  and  stablee;  which  steod  on  tM  d^  of  the  hill,  and  "vrere 
a^n  put  in  position  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  front  of  Orew's 
house.  But  for  our  encountering  the  infantry  of  the  enomy  m  the 
ravine,  we  should  have  certainly  captured  thi?  battery;  but  the  delay 
occasioned  by»the  fight  there  enabled  thein  to  move  ofi  the  gana  to  a 
safer  and  better  position. 

The  firing  had  now  become  general  all  along  the  left  and  cei^e  of 
.our  lineiand,  ni^ht  setting'in,  itiWas  difficult  to  distinguiah  friend 
from  foe.  Several  of  my  command  were  killed  by  our  own  friends, 
who  had  come  up  on  our  immediate  right,  and  who  commehccd  firing 
bug  before  they  came  within  reach  of  the  ^nemy.  This  firing  upon- 
BS  by  our  friends,  together  with  the  increasing  darkness^  made  our 
position  peculiarly  hazardous;  but  I  determined  to. maintain  it  at  all 
hazards,  as  long  a»  a  man  should  be  left  to  fire  a  gun.  The  fire  WM 
terrific  now,  beyond  anything  I  had  ever  witnessed;  indeed,  the 
hideous  shrieking  of  shells  thirough  the  dusky  gloom'  of  closing  night, 
the  whiz«in^of  bellets,  the  loud  and  inoessant  roll  of.  artillery  and 
small  arms,  were  enough  to  make  the  stfutest  heart  quail..  Still,  my- 
shairtered  little  command,  now  reduced  to  less  tl^  three  hundred, 
with  about  an  equal  number  of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  held  o«r 
position  under  the  very  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  poured 
volley  after  volley,  with  murderous  precision,  into  their  serried 
ranks. 

^  Night  had  now  thrown  her  black  pall  over  the  entire  field,  and  the 
firing  ceased,  except  from  a  few  of  the  enemy's  guns,  which  continued 
at  intervals,  to  throw  sh.ell  anj  grape  around  the  circuit  of  the  field. 
Our  forces  had  *all  retired  and  left  us  (Mahone  and  myself)  alone, 
%ith  our  littlie  band,  to  dispute  the  possession  of  the  field  with  the 
insolent,  but  well  chastised  foe.  Upon  consultation,  we  determined 
to  remain  whore  we  were,  (now  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  en- 
emy's batteries,)  and,  if  any  of  the  foe  should  be  left  when  morning 
dawned,  to  give  him  battle  again.  We  had  lost  too  many  valuable 
lives  to  give  up  the  aeeided  advantage  which  we  had  won  from  the 
enemy.  Just  at  this  time,  a  portion  *of  Colonel  Ramseur^s  North 
Carolina  regiment^  having  got  lost  upon  the  field,  was  hailed  by  me 
^and  ordered  to  fall  in  with  my  brigade..  'A  strong  picket  was  ad- 
vanced all  along  our  isolated  position,  and  the  weary,  hungry  soldiers 
threw  themselves  upon  the  earth  to  snatch  a  few  hours  rest.  Detach- 
ments were  ordered  to  search  for  water  and  administe?  to  our  poor 
wounded  men,  whose  piercing  cries  rent  the  air  in  every  direction. 
Boon  the  enemy  were  seen  with  lanterns,  busily  engaged  in  moving 
their  killed  and  wounded,  and  friend  and  foe  freely  mingled  on  that 
gloomy  night  in  administering  tp  the  wants  of  wounded  and  dying 
comrades. 

After  getting  our  dispositions  made  forthe  night,  I  wrote  a  note  to 
General  Magruder,  informing  him  of  what  I  had  done  and  my  present 
condition,  asking  that  my  worn  out  and  exhausted  men  might  be  re- 
lieved. At  daylight  I  renewed  the  application.  Early  on  the 
norning'of  the  2d  July,  General  Ewell  rode  upon  the  field,  f^d, 
coming  to  the  position  where  my  men  lay,  I  reporte<Ha.^him  and  was 
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ed  from  fnrtiier  watohing  on  the  field,  and  immediately  collected 
lattered  foree  on  the  Darl^town  road,  about  ^^  mile  and  a  half 
bhe  biittlei^fleld.  *  The  eniemy,  as  Boon  as  night  had  set  in,  began 
te,  atid^Il  night  long  his  columns  were  slowly  moTiog  from  the 

Wbenf  morning  dawned  aU  his  vast  force  had  left,  excepting  a 
ron-of  cavalry  and  a  small  force  of  infantry.  These,  too,  as* 
is  daylight  had  well  opened,  began  their  retreat  down  the  river,' 
Dit.purBnit.  '  ' 

loto  in  this  engagement  was  very  severe,  amcunting  to^ fifty-' 
:illed,  two  hundred  and  forty- three  wounded,  and  sixty- four 
ig.  I  have  no  means  of  determining  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
hi  I  am  satisfied  it  was  very  heavy.  All  the  oflScers  and  men  ot 
mmand  (except,  as  I  have  already  stated,  of  the  twenty-second 
;ia)  bfhahed  welL     My  kss  of  oflScers  ^as  very  heavy,  including 

J.  R.  Sturges,  comman'dimg  third  Georgia  regiment,  who  fell 

headtof  his  regiment,  under  the.  very  muzzles  of  the  enemy's 
In  the  fall  of  this  young  oflBcer,  the  regiment  which  he  corn- 
ed has  sustained  an  irreparable  loss,  and   the  country  loses  oneii 
m<3ftt  degiterving  and  con^petent  oflficers. 

n  again -calle^upon  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  services  of  my 
i^Bt^adjutant  gen'eial,  Captain  J.  B.  Girardy,  during  thepro- 
d  movements  of  my  brigade. 

^losed,  I  forward  a  detailed  list  of  the  casusclties  in  my  brigade. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,   . 

■  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,   iA:  R.  wk;ight, 

Brigadier  Generaly  cx)inmanding  Third  Brigade, 

•     JBuger's  Division. 
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the  above  was  the  following  endorsement : 

»^  Headquarters. DivisicK,  July  16,  1882. 

pectfulty  fol-warded.     I  fully 'concur  in  the' commendations  of 
ttl  Wright'on''  the  cqnduct  of  polon^l  George  Doles,  and  can^ 
estimony  to  his* continued  attfntiou  to  his  duties,  as  well  as  hi^ 
try  in  action.'     It  is  also  proper  to  state   that   Captain  Grimes 
ed  to  the  field  and  removeit  such  of  his  pieces  as  he  was  unable 
e  off  at  first'  on  accoiint  of  the  loss  of  horses. 

BENJAMIN  HUGER, 
Major  General  commanding^ 


,n     ,9  n^^ 


•  .»  HfJ'-     •'»••    •    . 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  E.  B.  STUART. 

Headquarters  Cayalrt  Brigade,       > 
Near  Richmcnd,   Fa,,  July   I4th,   1868.  J 

Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton, 

^  •       A.  A.  G.f  Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia:' 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  commanding  Gen- 
grai,  I  have  the  honor,  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  10th  of  Julj,  1862,  em- 
bracing the  series  of  barttles  with  the  Federal  forces. before  Rich- 
mond : 

The  part  assigned  to  my  command  is  s'et  forth  in  general  orders  ' 
No.  75,  (confidential)  of  June  26th,   1862,  and  I  beg  leave  to  con- 
|;ratulate  the  commanding  General  upon  the  signal  fulfillment  by  our 
army  of  what   was  planned  in  that  or^^er  of  battle,  80;mucl^  so,  that 
the  order  affords  a  very  correct  history  of  the  battle. 

My  command,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  ulti^,  consisted  Of — 

First   Virginia   cavalry,  Colonel  Fitzhugh  Lee. 

Third         **  .         '*  Colonel  T.  F.  Goode. 

Fourth       "  *'  Captain  Chamberlayhe. 

Fifth       .  '*  *'  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser. 

Ninth         "  '*  Colonel  W.  H.  F.  Lee. 

Tenth         ''    '    '   '*  -Colonel  IJ.  Lucius  Davis. 

Cobb  Legion  cavalry,  •     .Colonel  T.  R.  R.  Cobb, 

t  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  F.  Martiil.  ' 

Stuart  horsB  artillery.  Captain  John  Pelham. 

A  squadron  of  Ha(npton  Legion  cavalry,  Capt.  Scrivener,  (attached 
to  fifth  Virginia.)     ' 

The  third  Virginia  cavalry  was  directed  to  observe  the  Ohiirles 
City  road,  the  fifth*Virginia  and  detachment'  of  first  North  Carolina 
cavalry  to  watch  the  enemy's  ^movements  towards  James  river,  •  and 
notify  the  commander  nearest  to  hand  of  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
.^0  move  across  from  White  Oak  Swamp  tathe  James,  and  to  harass 
and  delay  him  en  route,  till  our  forces  could  faH  upon  him.  The  tenth' 
Virginia  cavalry  was  put  in  reserve  on  the  Nine-mile  road.  With 
the  remainder  of  my  command,  including  the  horse  artillery*,  I  • 
marched,  late  on  the  25th,  without  baggage,  equipped  in  light  march- 
ing order,  and  three 'dayd'  rations  in  haversacks,  and  crossing  Jack- 
son^ line  of  march,  after  h^  had  encamped,  so  as  Hot  to  interrupt 
his  progress,  placed  myself  on  his  left  flank  neat  Ashland,  it  is 
proper  to  reihark  here  that  the  commanding  General  had,  on  the 
occasion  of  my*  late  expedition  to  the  Pamunky^  imparted  his  design 
of  bringing  Jackson  down  upon  the  enemy's  right  flank  ^nd  rear, 
,and*dir^cted  that  I  shoijld  examine  the '"country  with  reference  ip  its 
.{>ractical)ility  for  such  a  move.  I,  therefore)  had  studied  tlie  features  of 
?Ui©  .Oo]intry  very  thoroughly,  and  knew  exactly  how  1;o"cbnform  my 
BOYemoBts  to^Jackaon'a  route*    As  thai  ^part  of  inVjormeT  mission 
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was  conMetftialy  Iifiade  no  mention  of  it  in  my  former  repprt,  but  it 
is  B^t,  I  prosiim^e,  out  of  place  to  remark  here,  that  the  informa- 
tion ohfaihed  then  and  reported  to  hiA  verbally,  convinced,  the  com- 
manding General  that  th^  enemy  had  no  defensive  works  with 
reference  to  attack  from  that  direction,  the  right  bank  of  the  Totto- 
pot^mybeing .  unoccupied,  that  his  forces  were  not  disposed' so  as 
enccessfully  to  meet. such  an  attack,  an^  that  the  natural  features  of 
the  country  were  favorable  to  such  a  descent.  General  Jacfkson  was* 
placed  in  possession  of  all- these  facts.' 

Having  bivouacked  near  Ashland  for  the  night,  on  the  morning  of 
the  2Sih^  the  Jeff.  Davis  legion  and  fourth  .Virginia  cavalry,  having 
joined  me  here  from  an  advanced  position  of  observation  on  the  South 
Annif,  which  effectually  screened  Jackson's  movements  from  the  enemy, 
my  command  swept  down  upon  Jackson's  left,  extending  its  obser^ 
ration  as  far  as  the' Pamunky  river  road,  passing  Taliaferro's  mill, 
where  tlM^Miemy  had  %  atrong  picket,  which  fled  at  our  approach.  I 
reached  General  Jackson's  line  -of  march  at  the  cross-roads  at  Dh 
Shelton's  in  cidvonco  of  his  column.  • 

From  Taliaferro's  •mill  to  this  point,  there  was  constant  skirminh-: 
ing  between  the  cnimy's  pickets  and  my  advance  guardj  Colonel  Lee's 
company  D/  (sharpshooters,)  first-  Virginiji  cavalry,  displaying  the 
same  courage  and  address  which  has  already  distinguished  it  on  so 
many  occasions,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  the  enemy,  without 
snffering  any  1<^8.  *    . 

At  Dr.  Shelton's  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  General  Jackson,  sending 
a  squadron  in  advance,  (Captain  Irving,  first  Virginia  cavalry,)  to 
seize  and  hold  thebridge  at  the  Tottopotomy.     The  enemy  anticipat- 
ing nd,  had  torn  up  the'hridge  and  held 'the  opposite  bank,  and  ob- 
structed the  road,  without,  however,  making  any  determined  stand. 
Capt.  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engineers,  assigned  to  duty  .with  my 
command,  set  about  repairing  the  bridge,  and^in  half  an  hour,  with 
the  details4bi:ni^ed  him,  the  bridge  was  ready,     i^assing  Pale  Green 
church,  Genexal  Jackson's  march  led  him  directlj#  towards  the  Cross- 
ing of  Beaver  «l>am   creek,   opposite   Richardson's.     Reaching  that 
point)  he -bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  I  disposed  my   command  on 
botk  his  flanks  and  rear,  ^ith  five  squadrons  on  picket,  looking  well 
towards  Cold  Ilacbor  and    OldChurjh.     About  rundown  the  enemy 
made  his  appearance,  near  Jackson's   flank  on    the  Old  Church  j'oad, 
but  a  few  rounds  of  shell  put  him  to  flight,  and   my  pickets  on.  that^ . 
road  were  not  disturbed  during  the  night.     The  next  morning,  Gene- 
ral Jackson  moved  directly  across  Beaver*  Dam  i  I  took  a  cijpuitoud 
route  to  turn  that  stream,  turning   down  first  the  Old  Church  rt>ady 
(both  aiming  for  Old  Cold  Harbor,)  and  direoting  my  march  so  as  to 
co^er  his  left  flank,  he  having  formed,  at  Beaver  Dam,  a  junction 
with  the  divisions  which  marched  by  the  way  of  Mechanicsville.     All 
da^' we  were  skiilnishing  with,  killing  and  capturing  small  detach-* 
aaents  of,  the  enemy's  cayalry,  mostly  of  tlie  Laircers,  Colonel  BqsIv 
Paaeing  Betheada  church,  I  sent  the  Blakely  gun,  of  the  horse  ar* 
^llery^  and  apportion  of  my  command,  under  Colonel  Martin,  off  .to' 
tibu9»l^,  ^o^eee  if  any  foree  wof^bout  OTd  Olfurch.    ^Colon^l  Martis  ' 
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fraud  nothing  bni  soim  &;»§  oavalrj^  Mudi  I  iMU^nnoi  ny miiwli  by. 

way  of  Bealah  Church,  taking  several  prieoAierB  enreuie  to  Cold  fiftr1|or» 
where  I  found  General  Jaekseik  He  directed  me  to  take  positioa  (m 
his  le£t,  in  reserve.  I  kept  a  squadron  iB  obsetrvatioa  dow&  th^  Old 
Church  road,  down  the  Dispatch  road,  and  inade*4ispo8itiona  for  je- 
tton tf&enever  opportunity^ight  offer. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  nature  of  the  ground^  the  position  io;  a 
irood,  and  the  steadiness  of  our  troops,  the  cavalry  proper  ha^<-no 
haiMi  to-hand  conflict  with  the^enemy^  though  subject  to  the  severe 
oardeal  of  a  raking  artillery  fire  from*  guns  beyond  its  reach.  Yidette*,  ' 
placed  on  our  left,  kept  me  advised  of  the  enemy's  operiUion8„  and, 
about  hve  or  six,  P.  M .,  a  movement  of  artillery  was  observed,  and 
reported, -on  the  road  from  Grapevine  bridge.  The  only  artillerj^  un- 
der my  command  being  Pelham's  **  Stuart's  Horse  ArtiJlery,"  the 
twelve-pounder  Biakoly  and  Napoleon  were  ordered  forward  to  meet 
this  bold  effort  to  damage  our  left  flank.  Th^  Blakely  w^ disabled 
at.  the  first  fire,  the  enemy  openings  simultaneously,  ^^g^  pieces, 
proving  afterwards  to  be  Weed's  and  Tidbaiys  b^tterries..  Then  en- 
sued one  of  the  most  gallant  and  heroic  feats  of ^ the  w;ar.  The  Na- 
poleon gun,  solitary  and  alone,  received  the  fire^f  liioee  batteries, 
concealed  in  the  pines,  on  a  ridge  commanding  its  ground,  yet  not  a 
man  quailed,  and  the  nobld  captain,  directing  the  fi.re  hiiQself,  with  a 
coolness  and  intrepedity  only  equalled  by  his  previous-brilliant  oar^er. 
The  enemy's  fire  sensibly  slackened  under  the  determiA^d  fire  of  this 
Napoleon,  whieh  clung  to  its  gr<»und  with  unflinching  tenacity.  I 
.had  an  opportunity  of  calling  General  Jackson's  attention  to  t^o 
heroic  conduct  of  the  oi&cers*and  men  of  this  piece,  and  later,  he,  by 
his  personal  efforts,  reinforced  it  by  severaUbatteries  of  ri|le  pieces, 
which,  firing,  advanced  in  echelon,  about  dark,  an^  drove  the  enemy 
A*om  his  last. foothold  on  the  right:  I  received  information  that  6en« 
era)  D.  H.  Hill  was  persuing  the  enemy,  down  the  road  at  the  pokit 
of  the  bayonet. 

Expecting  a  general  rout,  I  immediately,  joined  my  cavalry,  and 
dashed  down  the  road  leading  by  Dr.* Tyler's,  to  its  intersection  with 
the  White  House  road,  about  three  miles.     It  was  quite  dark,  but  no 
'evidence  of  retreat,  or  other  movetnent,  could  be  detected. on  that 
Hf  oad ;  so,  leaving  a  squadron  f^r  obseryatioti  at  that  point,  I. returned 
t'to  Cold   Harbor  with  the  main  ^ody,  late  at  night«     Early  in  tho 
limorning  that  squadron  was  so  burdened  with  prisoners,  mostly  of  the 
regular  army,  (among  others,  Major  Deloizier  Davidson,  commanding 
.fourth  United  States  infantry,)  that  I  had  to  reioforce  it.     Being  sent 
«for  ^  the 'commanding  General  at  his  headquarters.  New  Gold  Har- 
bor, I  galloped  up,  leaving  my  command  prepared  for  inetant  service. 
I  received  from  the  comuianding  General  instructions  to  strike  for  %he 
York  River  railroad  at-the  nearest  point,  so  as  to  cut  the  enemv^s  line 
lof  communication  with  the  York,  and  intercept  hisHPetreat.     Oeooral 
Swell's  division  (i^fantrv)  was  put  in  motion  for, the  same  pbject, 
«tfDd;  Colenel  Lee,  of  the  ninth,  with  his  regiment,  precede4  him  as 
»«dvanee  guard,  finding,  e»  rouU^  two  fine  rifle  pieces,  ahandoned  bj 
«tthe  ehemy.-      ^   -       * ; .  a    •  •    *.  .  •      * 


Digitized  by 


Google 


401 


4  th©  main  body  of  my  ct?alry»  I  puratiod  n  pfirallel  route,  and^ 

i.,iig  Bear  Dispaicti,  i>^»4#<i  the  he:i*i  «f  GencrAl  Eweirs  column^ 

1  ptiebing  &  eqaadroa  of  Cobble  legion  (cuvulry)  rapidly  forward, 

r-pris^id  and  rotited  a  ^      "     n  of  the  enemy's  cavftlry,  they  leaving, 

their   hurried    dupai  ,e    ground    etrewn  with    carbines  and 

They  fled  in  the  direction  of  Bottoms*  Bridge.     I  direeted 

,.;jmeditito  tearing  up  of  the  track  and  euttrng  the  wire,  wbich 

k  done  in  a  very  few  minutes^  and  the  rostik  reported  to  General 

r^ll  ttiid  the  commanding  OeneraK     Gc^ncral  Ewell  decided  to  await 

ifc«r  orders  at    Dispatch;  I   determirted  to  push  boldly  down  tbe 

^ite  Ilouse  road,  reaolved  to  dttd  wbat  force  was  in  tbal  direction, 

1,  if  possible,  to  rent  it. 

A.  train  of  fornge  wagon j*,  with  a  few  cavalry  as  escort,  was  can- 
ned before  prtceeding  far,  tmd,  further  down,  eeveral  sutlera'  es^b- 
Itnents:  Tbe  protpinent  points  on  the  road  were  picketed  by 
^air?»all  of  i^bieh  fled  at  our  approach  ;  and  long  before  the  columa 
cavalry  had  marched  half  way  to  the  Whita  House,  tho  flying 
kjeEs  had  heralded  tbe  approach  of  what,  no  doubc»  a]»peared  to 
ir  nffrighted  inind»  to  be  the  whole  array  of  the  Valley,  and  froni 
vnlley  of  tbe  Pumunkey  a  dense  cloud  of  eraoke  revealed  the  fact 
flight,  and  destruction  in  the  path  of  a  stampeiled  Ibe.  All  ao- 
iota  agreed  that  Generals  Stoneman  and  Emory^  with  a  large  com- 
nd  of  cavalry,  infantry  and  artillery,  had  gone  in  the  direction  of 
f  White  IIou^t%  where  Casey  was  s^id  to  be  in  eommand. 
I  found  no  revise  a  nee  until  1  reached  Tuna  tall' a  Station.  Here  I 
nd  a  vacated  field  work,  and  captured  a  cavalry  flag  near  it.  This 
rk.  !i3  well  as  the  evidence  of  recent  encampmente  along  the  lin| 
ifsd,  »howcd  that(Tneof  tbcgreat  TweuUaaniicipatodfrom  my  late 
;-  u^ton — ^the  detaching  a  large  forc^io  protect  the  enemy^'s  line  of 
ninunication — had  been  accomplished*  At  tbe  crossing  of  Black 
4'k^  nair  this  place,  the  enemy  had  a  squadron  drawn  np,  on  the 
ther  bank,  in  line  of  battle,  and  what  appeared  to  be  artillery  on  a 
rimandiiig  height  beyond*  He  had  destroyed  the  bridge  over  thii 
leu  It  fitteam,  whose  abrupt  banks  and  mirj  bed  presented  a  serioEB 
^tacle  to  our  progreai.  The  artillery  was  ordered  up  to  our  fronts 
I  a  lew  welUdirected  rounds  of  shell  dispersed  the  squadron^  as  well 
disclosed,  in  a  scrambling  race*  au  adroitly  formed  ambu!]cad«  of 
mounted  men  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  produced  no  reply 
m  \*hkt  waa  euppof^ed  to  be  artillery.  A  email  party  of  dismounted 
n,  nnder  ihe  daring  Captain  Farley,  soon  gained  the  further  brink 
f  "oured  the  woods,  while  the  ever-ready  and  indefatigable  Black* 
L  to  work  to  repair  the  crossing.  It  was  dark,  however,  f^eforo 
1  be  fii^iebed,  and  we  slept  on  our  arms  until  mornings  finding 
,  '  corn  for  our  jaded  hordes  at  Tun  stall  *b  Station, 
r  he  conflagration  raged  fearfully  at  the  White  House  during  th© 
ire  night,  whrie  explosions  of  shell  rent  the  air.  I  wafl  informed 
t  five  thousand  men  held  the  place. 

V,  the  next  moroin|^»  1   moved  cautionslj  down,  eatehing  ih<^ 
cd  fugitives  of  tbe  day  before,  a^  we  advanced,  till  coming  la   ' 
ia  ?iew  of  the  White  Houa^j,  at  a  distance  t>(  a  quarter  of  a  milo 
tQ 
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a  l»rge'giinl>oat  wai  disoorered  lying  at  the  landing.'  I  todc  the  pre- 
caaiian.to  leare  the  main  body  about  two  miles  behind^  and  proeeeded 
^  to  the  point  with  a'small  party  and  one  piece  of  artillery.  Odonel 
W.  H.  F.  Lee,  the  proprietor  of  this  onctbeantifol  estate;  now  in  « 
a^hes  and  deaolationy  de«cribed  the  ground,  andh  pointed  ont  all  tke 
localities  to  me;  so  that  I  was  eonvineed  that  a  few  bold  sharpshooters 
could  compel  the  goaboatto  leave.  I  accordingly  ordered  down  abbot 
seventy-five,  partly  of  the-  first  Virginia  cavalry,  ( Litchfield's ^coift** 
pany  D,)  and  partly  Jeff  Davis  legion  and  fourth  Virginia  cavalry. 
Thjsy  were  deployed  in  pairs,  vrith  intervals  of  forty  paces,  and  armed 
with  rifle  carbines.  They  advanced  on  this  monster — soterriUeto' 
our  fancy — and  a  body  of  sharpshooters  were  ^ent  ashore  from  the 
boat  to  meet  them.     . 

Quite  a  determined  engagement  of  skirmishers  ensued ;  but  our  gal-^ 
la^t  men  never  faltered  in  their  determination  to  expose  this  Yankee 
bugaboo  called  gunboat.  To  save  time,  however,  I  ordered  «np  the 
howitser^  a  few  shells  from  which,  fired  witH  great  accuracy,  and  • 
bursting  directly  over  her  decks,  caused  an  instiintaneous  withdrawal 
of  the  ^hvpshooters,  and  a  precipitate  flight  under  headway  of  steam 
down  the  river ;  the  howitzer  gave  chase  at  a  gallop,  the  more  to 
cause  the  apprehension  of  being  cut  off  below  than  of  really  affect- 
ing anything. 

The  gunboat  never  returned.     Tho  bommand  was  now.  ei\,tirely  out 
of  rations,  and  the  horses  without  forage,  and  I  had  reKed  on  the 
en^my  at  the  Whita  House  to  supply  me  with  these  e^entials.    I  was* 
ngt  diaapppinted,  in.spito  of  their  efforts  to  destroy  everything.    Pro-  - 
visions  and  delicacies  of  every  description  lay  in  heaps,  and  the  men  * 
regaled  themselves  on  the  frujts-of  the  tropics,  as  well  as  the  sub-^* 
atantials  of  the  land.     Large  qi^antities  of  forage  wefe  left  also.    An 
opportunity  was  here  offered  for  observing  the  deceitfulness  of  the  • 
enemy's  pretended  re¥eren<>e  for  everything  associated  with' the  nsime 
of  Washingu>n — for  the  dwelling-Eouse  was  burned  to  the  ground, 
aqud.no.t  a  vestige  left,  espept  what  told  ef  desolation  and  vandalism."^ 

Kine  large  barges,  load.ed  with  stores,  were  on  fire  as  we  approached  ; 
imjuen^  numbers  of  tents,  wagims  and  cars,  i/i  long  trains,  loaded,  * 
and  five  locomotives ;  a  number  ef  forges ;  quantities  of  every  spe- 
cies cf  quartermasters'  stores  and  property,  making  a  X6tal  of  many  . 
millions  of  dollars— **all  more  or  less'  destroyed. 

During  the  morning,  £  received  a  note  from  the  commanding*Gkne- 
r|tl,  directing  me  to  watch-closely  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  my 
direction,  and  to  communicate  what  my  impressions  were  in  regard  to 
his  designs.  I  replied  that  there  was  no  evidence  o(  a  retreat  of  the 
main  body  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  that  I  had  no  doubt  that 
the  enemy,  ^incerhis  defeat,  was  endeavoring  \o  r^ach  the  James,  as  a 
new  base,  being  con^pMed  to  surrender  his  connection  with  dicf  York.. 

If  the  Federal  people  can  be  couvineed  that  this  wa6  a  pHtt  of  Mc- 
01ellan's*plan  ;  that  it  wn  in. his  original  design* for  Jlikckson  fb* turn 
bis  right  flank,  and  our  generals  to  force  him  from  his'stlr'otfgholds, 
they  certainly  can  nerv%r  forgive  him  for  thev  nrillions  of 'ptftblie  ifwu- 
nre  thathis  superb  strategy  cost  the  nation.    He  had  ne  alternative  ; 
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k/kf  and  jHMseMtd  with  tfa«  iafonnAtiott 'ibat  bfis  retreat  ira«  Mt  pro! 
Ming  towarcb  the  York^  the, commanding  General  knew  as  well  ae* 
icClellan  hkaself  t^t  Jie  muBt  seek  the  only  outlet  lefj;.  It  took  the 
fcoiaindcr  of  Sa&day  te  r«;t]oa  my  eommand^  and  complete  i!he  d'e- 
^bmction  of  some,  property  I  was  appreifenaiye  the  enemy  might  re« 
torn. and  remove;  but  I  ^nt/that  day,  a  regiment,  first  Virginia 
eaTalry,  Colonel  Fitchngh  Lee,  across  to  observe  the  enemy's  move* 
,        uents  from  Bbttom's  Bridge  to  Forge  Bridge.  ' 

On  Monday/I  moved  my  whole  command  in  the  same  direction; 
sxcq^t  one  aqaadron>  Cobb's  legipn,  which  was  left  at  the  White'; 
j        House.  •   / 

Colonel  Lee,  first  Virginia  cavalry,  was  stationed  near  Long  Bridge,. 
Hid  the  remaiiider  near  Forge  Bridge.     The  former  reported  the  en- 
emy's pickets  lilibie  on. the  other  side,  Bnd,  at  'the  latter  place;  I  ob-- 
•        liBrv^  a  |!egiment  of >  infantry*  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.     The  Na- 
paleon  waa  left  with  Colonel  Lee,  bntat^was  disa^bled  at  the  first  shot, . 
ih»  trail  breaking. 

Ihe  Blakely  being  disabled  al  Cold  Harbor,  left  me  with  only  a: 
tvflve-rppnnder  howiiser,  (one  section  being  present.)     Capt.  Pelbam* 
svgiged  the  enemy  across  the  Chickahominy  with  these,  and  after  a' 
ipirited  duel  against  one  rifle  piece  and  one  howitzer,  the  enemy  wi|6^ 
^i?en  from  his  position,  with  the  loss  of  two'  men  Mi  two  horses-^ 
killed ;  we  escaping  unhurt.     The  infantry  abandotied  their  knap-  • 
Backs  in  their  hurry  to  depart.     I 'tried  in  vain  to  ascertain  by  scouts,', 
tke  enemy's  force  beyond,  and  it  being  now  nearly  dark,  we  bivouacked  • 
igUA.    During  the  entire  day,  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  first,  as  also  the^ 
m^n  body,  captured  jnaay  prisonere,  but  none  8eeme4  t<>  know  any- 
thing of  the  operations  of  the  army.     One  Was  a  topographical  en^i-  •' 
aeer. 
At  ball  peAt  three,  A.  M  ,  the  neact  morning;  I  received  a  despatch: 
(         froM  Ooloiial  Chilton,  the  hour  of  his  writing  being  omitted,  stating 
'         that,  the  enemy  had  been  headed  off  at  the  intersection  of  the  Long' 
Biridgeand  Charles  City  rtmds,  and  that  his  destination  seemed,  for 
Uia  present,  fixed,  and  expressing  the  commanding  GKeneral's  desire 
ior  me  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  and  co-operate  with  the  forces  on 
that  side;  suggesting  Grapevine  Bridge  as  the  most  suitable  point.* 
»        I  asked  jthe  courier  when  it  was  written.     He  replied,  **  at  nine,  P. 
M.;"  which  point  of  timewas  after  the  heavy  firing  in  the  direction. 
of  White  jOak  Swamp  Bridge  had  ceased ;  and  I  believed,  therefore, 
that  the  status  of  the  enemy  referred  to  was  after  the  heavy  firing.    ^ 
I  therefore  atarted  at  ianee  for  Bottom's  Bridge,  eleven  miles  distant,-. 
piK^ing  ^a  rapidly  myaeli.  '     -     ' 

.Arriving  at  Bottoni's  Bridge^  I  found  our  troops  had  passed  down. 
'        GaUoping.ori,  to  Whit^OakSwamp  Bridge,  I  fouhd  many  on  the'  ' 
maiysh,  and  aaw  it  coco  .that  from  the  laek  of  firing  in  front,  and  the 
ri|^  rate  of  march,  thi^t  the  only  way  I  couM  ^o-operate  with  the  ' 
.  maia  body»  was  by  retracing  my  steps.     Fortunately,  the  head  of  my"* ' 
celoian  had  npt^  passed  Bottom's  Bridge,  and  crossing  at  the  Forge - 
B4d£e  to  toisie.uj^  m  Jackson's  left,  •  I  urote  sr  i^ote  to  Gen'^ral*'' 
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Jackson  tp  #|>i»ui#  hiukot  tiMs^^  Miti^Bjbiw,  W  ,hii|T|«d.biiBk  .t«  «i 
il  cot. 

1  fommd,  upon  reaching  Fofge  Bcidg^v  i^  pi^{tj  of  Mv^itfo^d'g  aac 
Virgiifia  cayalrj,  who  inforo^  ma  (^  the  roota  takea  by  Jacl^a 
coIamBy'and  pvabed  oa  to  join  him^  foiling  the  riven 

Paafling'  Nance's  shop  about  sundown,  it  wa^  dark  befofe  wereai: 
Rock's  hooaCy  near  which  we  stampeded  the  enemy's  picket,  witl 
ivifig  it  time  to  destroy  the  bridge  further  than  tp  ppll  t)f  the  plaj 

aimed  for  Haxall's  landing,  bat  soon  after  Uayiog  Bock's,  eucc 
j^ed  picket  fir.^s,  and,  a  little  wi^  beyond,  saw  the  light  of  a  i 
aiderable'en^^ampment.     There  was  no  other  recourse  left  but  to 
for  the  night,  aifter  a.  day's  march  o^  forty-two  milea. 

As  it  was  very  dark,  very  little  could  be  seen  of  the  country  aron 
hut  I  had.  previously  detached  Captain  Blackford.  Ur  notify  Gea 
Jackson  of  my  position,  and  find  where,he  wa^.  He  returned  dui 
tlie  night,  having  fauad  our  troops,  but  coilld.  ,not  locate  Gen 
Jackson's  line. 

I  aaeertained,  also,  that  a  battle  had  Veen  raging  for  some  ti 
and  ceased  about  an  hour  after  I  reached  this  poi|)t.  My  ariival  ci 
Bot  have  been  more  fortunately  timed;  for,  arriving  after  dark 
ponderous  march,  with  the  rolling  artillery,  must  have  impreeaed 
anemy's  oaval||r,  watching  the  approaches  to  their  rear,  with  the  i 
of  an  immense  anay  about  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  contribute 
cause  that  sudden  collapse  and  stampede  that  soon  after  oc^ur 
leaving  us  in  the  possession  of  Malvern  Hill,  which  the  eipieny  jai 
have  held  next  day,  much  to  our  detriment. 
.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  worthy  of  the  commanding  6f  neraVs 
tioe,  that,  in  taking  the  .position  I  did  in. rear  of  Turkey  creel 
acted  entirely  from  my  own' judgment;  but  ^as  muc)i  gratified^ j 
day,  on  receiving  his«iiote^  to  fiad  that  his  orders  were  to  t|ie  a 
affect,  though  failing  to  reach  mys  until  the  next  morning  after  its 
amtioa.  ♦  . 

•  Early  i^eat  morning,  I  received  orders  from  General  Jacksoay 
snless  you  had  otherwise  directed,  to  take  position  near  bis  left, 
yet  appriaed  of  the  enemy's  mo^B  in  the  night,  I  proceeded  toeze< 
this  order,  and,  having  halted  the  column  near  Gatewood's^wl 
Coldbeb  Roaaer^  Baker,  and  Goode,  with  their  respective  reeime 
joined  my  cosimand.  I  went  forward  to  reaonnoitre. .  Meeting  \ 
General  Japkson,  wejrode  together  to  Dr.  Poiodexter'St  where  wa^ 
Major  Meade  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  B.  Johnston,  of  ^e  engine 
^ho  had  joat made,  in  Uie  drenching  rain,  a  pcNraonal  examinatio] 
the  enemy's  position,  and  found  it  abandon&d. 
.  I  galloped  back  to  my  command  and  put  it  in  motion  for  Haxa 
Landing,  ^hoping^there  <o  intercept  the  enemy's  column.  The  «i 
Davis  legion  preceded  and  soon  reaobod  the,  Rivev  jroa4,iii;raa 
Turkey  creek,  oi^turing  scores. of  the  discomfitted  and  d^mprali 
fde  at  evesy  tm^^wagaos,  tents,  arms  and  knapsack^  abandone 
^d  the  genaral'drift  of  aoooaats,  givm  by.  the  prisoi^^,  spoka  < 
v<|uently^.of  the  j^aagbter.andvTOVt  thaS  w^^  m%bai  M^lyeir^  JLIiUm< 
orabie  in  history. 
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Monel  Martin  dashed  <>ff  with  &  few  xxmn  towards  Haxftirs,  and,  ia 
in  view  of  the  monitor,  captured  one  of  her  crew  on  shore  imil 
I  hack  several  c^fier  prtsonerSp  the  very  boldnesa  of  the  tnove 
..:;.atly  transfixing  the  cuemj'i  guns.  Appreciating  the  iiopor- 
oe  of  knowing  the  eTiemj'fl  poittian  with  reference  to  Shirley,  I 
leiiT'Ored  to  gain  the  fork  of  wooda  ii^^ar  that  point ;  but  it  was 
c»Ggly  defended  by  two  rcgimetit8  of  infantry — a  prisoner  captare^ 
ir  by  Slid  Sickles'  hrigado.  The  indications  were  -clear,  however, 
t  the  enemy  had  gone  bdow  that  points  The  dBy*wa9  conBunied 
colleoting  pnsonel'a  and  arnifl  back  towards  Malvern  Hill,  the  road 
ni  which,  waa  thoroughly  blockaded,  and  in  harrassing  the  enemy'a 
r,  which,  in  spite  of  his  good  position  was  very  thoroughly  done 
Colonel  Martin  with  one  of  Pelbam's  howitzere,  causing  marked 
roc  and  confusion  in  his  ranks*  I  alao  reconnoitred  in  the  dir%&- 
I  of  Charles  City  Court-House  with  a  view  to  fall  on  hi&  flanki  if 
I  in  motion,  The  result  of  the  last  waa  to  iho  effect  that  at  tea, 
M,,  no  part  of  hin  force  bad  reached  Charles  City  Court- House, 
lierefofe  sent  down  that  night  towards  Westover,  under  Captaio 
finra.  supported  by  living's  squadron  first  Virginia  cavalry,  witk 
to  refkih  ihe  immediate  vicinity  of  the  River  road  below*  so  m 
I  it  if  the  enemy  attempted  to  retreat  that  night,  A  equadron 
-  legioD)  waa  left  near  Shirley^  and  the  main  b«dy  bivouacked 
;iju  'II-  to  oat'fieldd,  of  necesaity  our  only  dependence  for  firiige 
c-  li^^is  ing  the  White  House;  but  the  regiments  were  warned  that 
pursuit  might  be  resumed  at  any  tooment  during  the  night  should 
plain  Pelham^a  reconnoissance  appriio  ns  of  a  continuance  of  tht^ 
reat.  During  the  night;.  Captain  *Pelbam  wrote  to  me  that  the 
had  taken  position  between  Shirley  and  Westover^  near  the 
und  described  the  locality,  the  nature  of  Herring  creek  on  the 
!my*3  right,  and  indicated  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  taking 
isesslon,  with  artillery,  of  Evelington'a  heights^  a  plateau  coiir- 
nding  completely  the  enemy'B  encampment,  I  forwarded  this  ^«^- 
"t  at  once  to  the  commanding  General,  through  General  JaukBon, 
i  proceeded  at  on¥!e  to  the  ground  with  my  commind,  except  one 
;iment  of  the  ninth  Virginia  cavalry;  Colonel  W,  H.  F.-Let,  whidi 
B  ordered  down  the  road,  bf  Nance's  ehop,  and  thence  aero^ 
rards  Charles  City  Court-House,  so  aa  to  extend  my  left,  asd  keep 
ook  out  towards  Forge  Bridge,  by  which  I  was  liable  to  be  attacked 
tituik  and  renr  by  Stoneman,  should  he  endeavor  to  form  a  junction 
h  McCleUan. 

i  found  Evcliogton*s  heights  easily  gained.  A  squadron  inposiea- 
n  vacated  without  much  heaitation,  retreating"  up  the  road,  the  only 
,d  by  which  it  could  rf^ch  Westover,  owing  to  the  inipassability 
Herring's  creek  below  Roland's  milK  Colonel  Martin  was  sent 
iund  further  to  the  left,  and  the  howitzer  brought  into  action  in  the 
srer  road,  to  fire  upon  the  enemy's  camp  below* 
Judging  from  the  great  commotion  and  excitement  caused  below,  it 
at  ha%^e  bad  considerable  effect.  Wc  soon  had  prisonets  from  vari- 
I  eorpa  and  divisions,  l^nd  from  their  fitatemeQts,a3  well  as  thosajfrf 
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oitisensi  I  leajiied  thut  ihe^enemy't  maia  boiy  iTMthera  ;  b««  mueb 
reduced  and  demoralised.  '  .         • 

I  kept  the* commanding  General  apprised  O^my  movemests,  and  I 
soon  learned'  from  him  that  Longstreet  and  Jackson  irere  en  route  t« 
tny  support.  I  h6ld  the  ground  from  about  nine,  A.  M.,  until  two; 
P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  had  contrived  to  get  one  battery  into  poaitmi 
on  this  side  the  creek.  The  fire  waB»  however,  kept  up  until  a  bo^ 
of  iniiEintry  wask  found  approaching  by  our  right  flank.  I  had  no.ap^ 
prehension,  however,  as  I  was  sure  Longstreet  was  near  by,  and  al^ 
though  Pelham  reported  but  two  rounds  of  ammunition  Jeft^  I  heM 
out,  knowing  Jiow  important  it  was  to  hold  theground  until  Longstreet . 
arrived.  The  enemy's  infantry  advanced,  and  the  battery  kept  up  its 
fire.  I  just  then  learned- that  Longstreet  had  taken  the  wrong  roai, 
a^d  was  then  at  Nance's  shop,  six  or  seven  miles  off.  * 
'  Pelham  fired-hb  last  ro^nd,  and  the  sharpshooters,  eiongly  posted 
in  the  skirt  of  the  woods  bordering  the  plateau,  exhausted*  every 
cartridge,  but  had  at  last  to  Retire  ;  not,  however,  without  teaching 
many  a  foeman  the  bitter  lesson  of  death.  My  command  had  been  so 
eut  off  from  sources  of  supply,  and  so  c^onst^ntly  engaged  with  tbs 
enemy,  that  the  abundant  supply  which  it  began  with  on  the  26th  at 
June,  Was  entirely  exhausted.  I  kept  pickets  at  Bradley's  store  that 
night,  and  feoiained  with  my  command  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek, 
nea^ Philips'  farm.  General  Longstreet  came  up  late  in  the  evening, 
\e  had  been  led  by  his  guide  out  of  his  proper  r<^ute. 

The  next  day,  J  uly  4th,  General  Jackson's  command  drove  in  tht 
enemy's  advance  pickets.  I  pointed  out  the  position  of  «the  enemy, 
•now  occupying;;  apparently  in  force,  the  plat^Taa  from  which  I  shellei 
tbeir  camp  the  dalf  before,  and  showed  him  the  routes  by  which  the 
plateau  could  be  reached  to  the  left,  and  submitted  my  plan  for  dis* 

C*  >B8eseing  the  enemy  and  attacking  his  camps.  This  w^s  subsequently 
id  before  the  commanding  General.  The  enemy's  position  had-  beeft . 
well  refconnoitred  by  Blackford,  of  the  engineers,  the  day*befope,  from 
a  close  view,  and  further  on  this  day  (July  4th),  demonstrating  tiMt 
his  position  waft^strong,"  difficult  to  reach,  except  With  rifle  "cannon; 
:and  completely  flanke|  by  gunboats,  all  of  which  were  pc^^rful  argu- 
^Aents,  and  no  doubt  had  their  due  weight  with  'the  commairiSn^ 
'  <7ene|f^l  against  renewing  an  attack,  thus  far  of  unbroken  sucoeeaea, 
against  a  stronghold,  where  the  enemy  had  been  reinforced  beyond  a 
^oubt.  The  operations  of  my  Own  command  extended  Airther  to  Ahe 
'Ieft,'except  one  regiment,  Cobb's  JegiotT'cavalry,  which  was  direetetf 
to  follow  up  the  enemy's  rear  on  the  River  road,  and  the  first  Netftli 
^CSarolina  cavalry,  which  remained  in  reserve,  uomt  Phillips'  farm. 

The  renlainder  of  the  4th  and  6th  July^ere  spent  in  •reconnoiter* 
king  and  watching  the  river.  ^      • 

On  .the  mornii^g  of  the^dth,  Colonel  9.  D.  Lee,  of  the  artillery, 
'reported  to  me  with  a  battery  of  rifle  guns,'  (Squiers'  Washington 
^artillery,)  io  ^hich  I  add^d  Pelham's  Blakeiy,  which 'iiad  jute 
returned  from  Richmond,  for  attacking  tratisportation'*  en.  the  rivet 
-below  the  f^edeS^aiibrces.  The  point  selected  was  Wilcox's  landings, 
-"wiiich  was  tM^Hed  after  dark.     The  only  transport  which  passed  dar^ 
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iftg  the  niglit  Wu  fired  into  with  difltant  dftmegc,  but  she  kept  oi^ 
Qd  the  6th,  the  battery  was  augmented  by  two  rifle  pieces  of  Rogers^ 
battery,  asd  proceeded  to  Wayne's  Oak,  lower  down  the  river. 
During  that  night  and  next  day,  (7th,)  the  batteries  comcianded  the 
river,  seriously  damaging  several*  transports,  and  compelling  the 
crewe  from  two  to  take  to  their  Bfhall  boats  for  the  opposite  shore, 
leaving  one  transport  sinking.  The  batteries  were  subject  to  inces- 
sant fire^rom  the  gunboats,  which  invieiriably  convoyed  the  transports; 
but  Colonel  Leis,  whose  report  is  very  interesting,  says  no  damage 
"Waa  done  to  the  batteries,  demonstrating,  as  was  done  at  the  Whi^e 
House  that  gunboats  are  not  so  dangerous  as  is  generally  supposeil. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  the  batteries  returned  to  their  campj^ 
ibe  men  being  much  exhausted  from  loss  of  rest  and  continuous 
exertion. 

DAring  the' 6th,  7th  and  8th,  the 'enemy ^persistently  annoyed  pur 
l^iekets  on  -the  River  road,  below  Westover,  and,  with  all  arms  of  ser- 
vice, tried  to  compel  us  to  retire  from  that  position.  Colonel  Rosser, 
commanding  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  was  present  in  charge  of  the  post 
•ttd  inspired  his  men  ^ith  such  determined  resistance,  arranging  them 
fio  as  to  resist  to  the  best  advantage,  that  the  enemy  failed  in  the 
effort,  mtMn'tkr^e- quarters  of  a  mile  of  his  main  body,  and  in  his  rear. 

At  sundown  on  the  8th;  it  being  decided  to  withdraw  our  forces 
froi% before  the  ehemy's  position,  the  cavalry  covered  the  withdrawal 
of  the  infantry,  and  prevented*  l^e  enemy's  having  any  knowledge  of 
the  movement.      • 

At  daylight,  on  the  9th,  the  cavalry  proceeded  above  Turkey  Island 
ereek,  with  a  view  to  establish  a  line  of  cavalry  outposts  from  the 
vicinity  of  Shirley,  across  by  Nance's  shop  to  the  Chickahominy. 
On  the  Kllthy  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  was  lefc  on  this  duty,  and  the 
remainder,  by  the  direction  of  the  commanding  General,  marched  to 
1^  leserve  camp; 

•  I  regret  that  the  very  extended  field  of  operations  of  the*  cavalry, 
4iai  iQade  this  report  necessarii;^  long.  During  the  whole  period  it 
will  be  observed  that  my  command  was  in  contact  with  the  enemy.' 
No  opp<nrtunity  occurred,  however,  for  an  overwhelming  charge,  a 
eirenmsiance  resulting,  first,  from  the  nature  of  the  position^  sue- 
eeesively  taken  by  the  enemy,  in  woods,  or  behind  swamps  or 
pitches — ^he  taking  care  to  change  position  under  cover  of  night,  the 
distance  being  so  short,  only  fifteen  miles,  as  to  be  marched  in  oijte 
night.  Added  to  this  was  the  uncertainty  whether  the  enemy  would 
atlettpt  the  passage  of  the  Chickahominy  where  I  awaited  him,  Ojr 
under  cover  of  a  demonstration  towards  Chaffin's  Bluff,  .he  wouM 
^n  the  Jajnes.  The  country  being  obscurely  wooded  and  swampy, 
bis  kfilities  for  effecting  the  Fatter  were  gceat.  The  portion  of  th0 
ewvairy  operating  under  my  instructions  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the 
Chi^kaheminy,  was  under  command,  at  first,  of  Colonel  Rosser,  and 
jalterwards  of  Colonel  L.  8.  Baker,  first  North  .Carolina  cavalry. 
l^e  la^r  jnade  a  gallant  oha^ge^  on  the  30th  ultimo,  at  Wiliis'  qhurcb, 
with  his  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Goode'e  camm^in^  but  were  re*' 
paked^  with  s«»U  loss.    Tlieir  reports,  enclosed,  will  give  pariiculftra 
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of  their  operations.  Major  Onunpler  was  *  mortally 
Captain  Buffih  taken  priaoner.  for  other  casualtiee  yon-are  reap^ 
fully  referred  to  Colonel  .Baker^s  repoi^t  Dari&g  the  aeries 
engagements  in  which  the  portion  of  the  brigade  with'  me  part 
patedy  yery  few  casualties  occurred,  notwithstanding  frequent  expos 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  During  the  ^hole  period  the  offieera  and  i 
exhibited  that  devotion  to  duty,  thorough  discipline  and  efficiei 
which  charactefises  regular  troops,  and  claims,  at  my  hands/ 
highest  measure  of  praise  and  grateful  acknowledgment. 

Colonels  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  Fitz.  Lee,  W.  II.  F.  Lee,  and  Lieufen 
Colonel  W.  T.  Martin,  under  my  immediate  command,  were  freqaeni 
in  turn,  entrusted  with  distinct,  isolated  commands,  and  displayed  I 
ceal  and  ability  which  entitles  them  to  favorable  notice  and  gi 
evidence  of  capacity  for  higher  trust. 

Captain  John  Pelham,  oT  the  horse  artillery,  displayed  such  sig 
ability  as  an  artillerist,  shch  heroic  example  and  devotion  in  da»{ 
and  indomitable  energy  under  difficulties,  in  the  movement  of  hie  I 
tery,  that,  reluctant  as  I  am  at  the  chance  of  losing  such  a  valfti 
limb  f];om  the  brigade,  I  feel  bound  to  ask  for  his  promotion,  vriA 
remark  that,  in  either  cavalry  or  artillery,  no  field  grade  is  too  h 
for  his  merit  and  capacity.  The  officers  and  men  ,of  that  batt 
emulated  the  example  of  their  captain  and  did  justice  to  a  reputal 
already  won.  •  .  ^ 

Cspt  Wm.  W,  Blackford,  of  the  engipeers,  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  day  before  the  battles,  was  always  in  advance,  obtaining  value 
information  of  the  enemj's  strength,  movements,  and  positietf',  lo( 
|ng  routes  and  making  hurried  topographical  sketehea.  He  is  \ 
in  reconnoissance,  fearless  in  dadger,  and  remarkably  cool  aad  ooori 
in  judgment.  His  services  are 'invaluable  to  the  advanea  gaar< 
an  army.  Captain  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  signal  corps,  was  parti 
larly  active  and  fearless  in  the  transmission  of  orders  at  Gold  Harl 
and  deserves  my  special  thanks  for  his  gallant  conduoi.  Ci^l 
Norman  Fitzhugh,  A.  A.  G.,  chief  .of  staff,,  though  but  recently  j 
moted  from  the  ranks,  gave  evidence*  of  those  rare  quaUties,  jini 
with  personal  gallantry,  which  constitute  a  capable  and'efficent  ad 
lant  general.  Captain  Heros  Von  Borcke,  A.  A-  G.,  was  ever  pi 
ent,  fearless,  and  pntiring  in  the  aealous  discharge  of  the  dal 
assigned  him. 

Major  Samuel  Hardin  Hairstone,  Q.  M.„  and  Major  Dabney  B 
C.  S.,  were  prevented  by  their  duties  of  office  from  participating 
the  dangers  of  the  conflict,  but  are  entitled  to  my  thanks  for 
thorough  discharge  of  their  duties. 

^  The  following  officers,  attached  to  my  staff,  deserve  honorable  m 
tion  in  this  report  for  their  valuable  /services :  Captain  Bedm4 
Burke,  Lieutenant  John  listen  Cooke,  ordnance  officer  ;  Lieuten 
J.  S.  W.  Haireton,  C.  S.  A.;  Lieutenant  Jamas  R.  Christian,  th 
Virginia  cavalry  ;  Lieutenant  Chiawell  Dabney,  aid ;  Volunteer  A 
Captain  W.  D.  Farley  and  W.  E.  Towles— they  having  contribu 
their  full  share  to  whatever  success  was  achieved  by  the  brigade. 

My  escort  did  good  service.     Private  Frank  Striagfellow»  foa 
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fillip  mfmlrj^  wm  psriiovlurly  cdnspioaoufi  for  galbiBtry  aaid  tHi- 
MQfT  at  Cold  Harbor.  The  majority  of  the  Hanover  dompany,  (G,) 
rth  Yirgima  oavalry,  poBseesing  invaluable  merita  as  guides,  wer4 
tribnted  ai^  sach  among  the  various  generals, 
rirst  LienlenaBt  D.  A.  Timberiak^ccompanied  me^and  from  his 
Imata  aeqiiaintance  with  the  coantry,  as  well  as  his  personal 
very,  was  an  indispensable  i^id  to  my  march.  His  deeds  of  indi-* 
ual  prowess  in  Hanover  place  him  high  among  partisan  warriors, 
i  enabled  us  to  know  exactly  the  enemy's  position  and  strength 
jr  Allea'9  Station.  .       •  . 

Ueompanyiag  this  report,  I  have  tbo  honor  to  submit «  map,  drawql 
Gaptaia  Blackford,  corps  of  etfgineers,  of  the  iegion  of  country 
reraed  by  the  cavalry,'  shovAng  the  extent  *  of  its  operationa,  Mia 
ibitidg  the  various  engagements  in  which  the  cavalry  took  paitt; 

lei^t  A,  Coloael  T.  R.  R.  Oobb,  Georgia  legion  cavalry.    . 
lepcdrt  B^  Colonel  L.  S.  Bakf  ir,  first  North  Carolina  cavalry^ 
Up^t.  C,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  T.  Martin,  Jeff.  Davis  legion.* 
iejport  D,  Colonel  T..  L.  Rosser,  fifth  Virginia  o&valry.  .  i 

import  E,  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  artillery,  fourth  Virginia  cavaby. - 
^eport.'F,  Colonel  Thos.  F.  Goode,  third  Virginia  cavalry, 
^p  G,  already  referred  to.    '  .  * 

1^  My  instructions  to  officer  commanding  cavalry  west  of  C)iicka# 
ainy.  . 

..  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Che  feports  of  other  commanders  have  not  been  received.     Should 
y  be  sent  in  subsequently  they  will  be*  forwarded., 
ily  cemmand  captured  several  thousand  prisoners  and  arms,  tks 
cise  nuinber'it  being  impossible  to  ascertain, 
[he  detac&ment  of  cavalry  left  at  the  White  House  secure'd  muok 
aable  public  property  enumerated. already.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel,  .  ^ 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  t 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Brigadier  Qtneral, 


*  I 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FITZ  LEE, 

HiTad^artcrs  First  Vtrgynia  Oavali 
JIanover  Court-Hmise^  Aug.M^  186S 


Captain  N.  R.  Fitzhugh, 

A.  A.  General,  Cavalry  Brigade  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  first  Yirgmii^ cnYalrj to- 
mained,  daring  the  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  dnder  the  immediate 
command  of  General  J.  E.  fi:  Staart^  and  took  part  in  all  the  operaw 
tipns.  The  only  oasualty  was  the  ftss  of  private  R.  P.  I'komas,  of 
oompany  A.  He  had  been  sent  to  the  front,  in  company  wilh  Lieu- 
tenant Scuarty  of  company.  B,  to  reconnoitre,  dismopntedi  when  he 
'eame.  suddenly  upon  a  large  body  t>f  the  cnemy^  concealed  in  the 
woods.  Rufusing  to  snrrendefr,  this  party  of  two  g&thcred  up  some 
abandoned  arms  in*  the  vicinity  and  fought  bravely^  until  Thomas  was 
killed,  when  the  Lieutenant  made  bis  escape,  Ihe  enemy  not  daring  to 
pursue  a  soldier  who  had  shown  he  was  not  to  be  taken  alive. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  LEE,  {Late  Colonel  FirsWirgiina  Ckvalry,) 
Brigadier  General  commanding  JBrtgide. 


^  X 
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REPORT  OE  COLONEL  R03SBR. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Virginia  Cavjilry,  ) 
Camp  Cary,  July  26,  1862.      \ 

Gbncral  :  In  parsQanc^  with  your  instructions,  I  habitually  kept 
my  command,  during  the  battles,  well  in  hand  and  as  near  the  enemy 
Es  poBaible.  ^         . 

On  the  |8th  of  June,  my  scouts  came  in  and  reported  the  enemy^ 
in  coneiderable  foree  near  Willis'  dhurch;  and  also  that  he  was  mo'r^ 
iDg  amall  bodies  of  trot)ps  in  the  direction  of  James  river.  This  I 
.reported,  at  the  time,  to  General  Huger.  The  next  morning  I  started  ' 
out  on  a  about  in  the  same  direction,  and  met  Colonel  Baker,  wiA 
bb  own  regim^t,  (the  first  North  Carolina,)  and  the  third  Virginia, 
returning  to  bis  eamp^  having  been  unsuccessful  in  hid  attack  upop  the  i 
enemy  near  Willis'  church,  where  he  found  the  enemy  in  great  force^--  • 
his  attack  being  met  with  infantry,  a/tillery  and  cavalry.  My'  scouts 
on  the  right  found  the  enemy  extending,  his  lines  in  that ^ireotionv 
and  succeeded  in  recapturing  fifteen  horses,  belonging  to  the  first 
North  Carolina,  that  the  enes:y  had  taken  in  Colonel  Baker's  en- 
gagement, early  in  the  morning.  This  was  also  reported  to  General 
ELuger.  That  night,  (Sunday,  29th  ultimo,)  my  pickets  were  strongly 
reinforced,  and  I  moved  down,  with  m^  entire  force,  composed  of  my 
own  re^thient  and  the  Hampton  legion,  to  the  junction  of  the  River 
and  Lon^Bridge  roads^  and  remained  there  during  the  night.  '  ^ 

Next  morning,  about  eight  o'clook,  my  pickets  were  driven  in,  on 
the  Long  Bridge  road,  near  Willis'  church,  I  at  once  moved  do^n 
with  my  entire  command,  and,  after  some  skirmishing,  succeeded  in 
re-establishing  my  pi6kets.  I  then  dismcrunted  one  company,  and 
deployed  them  as  skirmishers,  giving  them  a  squadron  for  support, 
and  sent  them  forward,  and  after  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  still 
pessed  upon«  him,  and,  strange  to  say,  this  gallant  little  band  of  Cap- 
tain Bullock's,  of  my  regiment,  drove  them  back  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  their  main  force,  and  was  still  pressing  upon  them,  when 
General  Longstreet's  advance  came  up,  and,  with  his  infantry  and 
artillery,  attacked,  them  upon  the  line  to  which  I  was  holding 
them.  My  pickets  upon  the  River  road,  about  this  time,  reported  the 
enemy  advancing  in  that  direction,  and  General  Longstreet  ordered 
me  to  take  my  command  over  in  that  way. 

After  re-establishing  my  pickets  on  th%t  road,  I  made  a  reconnoie* 
sanee,  with  a- portion  of  my  command,  to  the  front,  and  found  the 
bead  of  the  retiring  column  moving  hurriedly  and  confusedly  in  the 
direction  of  James  river.  I  was  then  just  coming  pn  Malvern  Hill. 
I  reported  this  fkct  to  Generals  Longstreet  and  Holmes,  about  one 
o'clock,  P.  M.  ^For  some  reason  or  .other*,  no  attention  was  paid  to 
this  report.  *  I  then  reported  to  General  Lee;  who  came  to  see  for  him- 
jelf,  and  who  ordered' General  Holmes  to  move  at  once  to  this  .point, 
and  attack  the  enemy.     But  as  General. Holfties  did  jioi^arrive.  until 
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ItM  i&  the  dibj,  (about  five  o'clock,  P.  M^  and  by  marcbing  bis  troops 
doirn  tbe  river  road,  the  dnst  revealed  the  movement  to  the  enemy,* 
and  gunboats  were  sent  np  the  river,  which  opened  a  heavj  fire  upon 
Holmes'  advancing  column,  which  drove  him  back.  I  then  withdrew 
.  my  command  to  cover,  and  sent  scouts  in  the  direction  of  the  river  to 
observe  the  movements  of  the  boais.  My  quartermaster  (Gaptam 
Taylor)  was  one  of  the  party,  |pd  was  taken  prisoner.  General 
Holmes  having  withdrawn,  it  became  necbssary  for  me  to  place  the 
greater  part  of  my  command  on  picket,  dismounted. 

Early  the  following  morning,  the  1st  instant,-  by  reoonnoissanc^y  I 
found  the  enemy  in  line  of  battle  on   Malvern   Hill.     J  was  ^ear 
enough  to  hear  loud  and  pr<olonged  cheering,  as  if  reinforcements,  or 
.a  general,  had  arrived.     This  I  also  reported  to  General  Hnger.     Bat 
Colonel  Baker  having  arrived,  assumed  thepommand,  and  soon  moved ^ 
with  my  command,  over  to  the  left,  to  support  the  attack  which  Gen- 
end  Magruder  was  about  to  make.     My  command. was  held  on  the 
*     left,, and,  as  the  Hues  were  extended  in  that  direction,  I  was  moved  to 
4he  left,  and  early  the  following  morning  I  joined  you  with  my  com- 
mand. 

In  every  instance  wher^  my  men  weie  thrown  in  contact  with  the 
enemy,  I  could  but  obBerve  the  great  want  of  proper  discipline,  neces* 
*  eary  to  insurenmphcit  confidence.     They  hSi  not  been  drilled,  and 
the  most  of  them  had  never  been  under  fire  before. 

I  took  several  prisoners,  and  collected  many  arms.  1  lost  four 
men — two  sergeants,  one  corporal  and  one  private — by  desertion, to 
the  enemy.  •  . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  L.  ROSSEB, 
Colanel  Fifth  Firginia  Cavalry. 


[confidential.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade,  June  25,  186S. 

To  Colonel  T.  L.  Bosser, 

Or  Oavalry  Officer  commanding  Right  Wing  of  Pickets  : 

Colonel  :  You  will  immediately  supply  your  command,  from  Major 
Ball,  C.  8.,  with  three  days'  rations  of  hard  bread  and  bacon.  Should 
an  engagement  take  place,  you  will  move  your  main  body  towards  the 
fi*ont,  so  as  to  support  and  watch  our  right  flank,  and  take  advantage 
of  any  movement  the  enemy  may  make  towards  James  river,  to  har- 
ass and  delay  him*  by  demonstratioi}s  in  his  front,  and  by  vigorous 
attacks  on  his  flanks.  Keep  your  command  well  together  and  well  in 
hand,  and  be  sure  to  keep  a  perfect  communication  and  thorough  c.o* 
operation  with  Major  General  Huger,  and  any  other  pommander  near  . 
you,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  our  first  duty  to  whip  thd  enemy,  and 
to  efi'^t  that,  no  necessary  saerUce  is  too  great;  no  hardship  to» 
sevisre.  *  .  n         \ 
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bare  entire  confideBee  in  jour  ekill,  abiKij  mai  energy.     (}oloiiri 
le,  third  Virginia  caval^,  will  he  on  tde  Charles  City  road. 
Mopt  respectfaUy^  your  obedient  Berrant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Brigadier  General  eommandbig. 

lonld  yon  bo  ordered  to*  join  me,  with  your  regiment,  these  in- 
stione  will  be  tnrned  oyer  to  your  successor  in  command. 

J.  B.  B.  STUAKT. 


'i    »^ 
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BSPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LITCHFlfiLB.      • 

Headquarters  CAViLRr  Division^  ) 
Hanover,  August  2^  1862.       J 

Colonel  R.  H.  Ch(Lton,. 

•  Assistant  Adjutant  General :  , 

• 

Colonel:  In  answer  to  Major  Taylor's  note/askiog  for  a  report  of 
the  facts  coBeerniog  the  dhah.  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the  bamp 
of  the  Bath  oayali^y,  at  Yerdon^  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  Cap- 
tain Litchfield,  who  commanded  the  squadron  of  my  command  sent 
to  that  vicinity  after  the  raid  at  Beayer  Dam,  has,  at  my  request, 
submitted  a  report,  which  is  hereVith  forwarded,  giving  a  lacid  ac- 
count of  the  affair.  ^    ♦ 

The  bath  cavulry  hasiiever  been  assigned  to  any  regiment,  b*ut  he* 
longed  to  the  Valley  forces,  and  had  been,  for  five  weeks,  at  Verdon, 
according  to  the  Captain's  account,  (Captain  McChestney,)  depending 
en  the  vicinity  for  rations  and  forage.  T&e  company,  'according  to 
the  accounts  of  the  citizens,  fled  at*  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  I 
arrived  upon  the  ground  in  the  afternoon.  Captain  Mc.Chestno^  re- 
ported hid  force  to  be  seventy-five  or  eighty  men,'  two  oT  whom  were 
captured,  and  he  informBd  me  about  ten  horsed.  'He  was  just  a  mile 
from  tBe  ford  over  thd  North  itnna,  a  ford  Vhere  the  enemy  crossed, 
at  whi<^  point  a  determined  stand  could  have  been  made,  as  I  noticed 
myself,  the  bank  being  very  advantageous  for  sharpshooters.'  If 
LiichfiM  could  have  reached  that  poirrt,  the  enemy  would  nevej^have 
crossed.  Upon  the  foregoing,  and  other  representations  made  me  by 
citizens,  I  telegraphed  and  wrote  to  General  Jackson  that  I  thought 
this  company  had  better  be  withdrawn  ;  whereupon  it  was  done,  and 
is  new,  no  doubt,  temporarily  Attached  to  some  regiment  of  Robert- 
son'^ commilnd^-porhapff  the  second  Virginia  cavalry.* 

The  extent  of  damage  to  the  camp  is  not  precisely  known,  but  be- 
lieved to  be  dight — only  a  few  tents.  '  ^    '  * 
Most  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

"'      ^      '  J.  E.  B.  STUART,       . 

Major  General,  commanding. 


C^MP  D18CIFUNE,  Hanover  Counw*  Virginia,  > 
,    .  Ju/ySI,  1862.      S 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  written  order,  I  report,  in  writing, 
the  late  deftionstration  and  attack  of  the  enemy  at  Verdon  and  vicin- 
ity':        '        -  ' 

Agreeably  to  your  instl-octions,  I  left  Atlee's  Station,  on  Sunday, 
the»SOffa  instant,- imchaf^e-of  a  squadron,  and  proceeded  in  t&e  direcT- 
iioQ  of  Hanov^  •Junction,  (na' Hanover  Coart-HonsckV  whieh  place 
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hed  about  daek  and  enoaaipedbejond,  iome  mild  and  a  half^r 
ig,  as  directed,  Lieutenant  Grattan,  with  six  men,  up  to* Bearer 
Stotiou  to  ae^rtain  jthe  extent  of  damage  done  ifaie  railroad,  and 
»8ition  and  strength  of  the  enemy's  fbrcee^  at  that  point, 
ring  the  night,  a  cornier  arrived  from  Lieutenant  Grattatf, 
g  that  bat  little  injur j  was  done  the  road,  and  the  enemy  had 
HBd,  and  that  the  necessary  repairs  could  have  been  made  in  a 
Lonrs,  I  started  eaily  next  morning  ^ith  the  comman<^.and* 
^ded  as  far  as  Anderson's  Station,  where  I  halted  to  feed. .  I 
found  a  cavalry  company  en.camped,  from  Bath  county^  c^om« 
$d  by  Captain  McGhestney,  wj^o  informed  me  that  he  was  piok- 
the  Telegraph  road,  leading  to  Fredericksburg,  and  scouting  in 
irection.  I  then  sent  a  Lieutenant  and  nine  men  from  3iajor* 
ler's  battalion,  down  the  road  with  Captain  McCfaestney's  picket, 
in  the  direction  of  Bowling  Ore^,  by  a  road  running .  parallel 
he  Telegraph  road,  and  leading  to  that  place.    •  .     .  ^ 

L^a  proceeded  on  to  Beaver  Dam,  and  found  the  road  had  been 
edy  rpady  for  the  passage  of  trains.     I  halted  my  command  to  ' 
ain  sqmething  of  the  condition  of  the  r6^  above,  about  three' 
at  a  place  called  ''  Green  Bays  Crossing,"  and foundf  that  thera 
kewise  bui;  little  injury  done  the  road,  at  that  point,  but  deemed 
errant  .to  have,  three  roads  guarded  leading  to  Qrcen  Bay  and  - 
rick  Hall,  ^o  that  the  trains  might  pase  uninterruptedly,  or  be 
)d  in  time  to  prevent  accident. 

lerefore  sent  Lieutenant  Coyner,  with  eleven  men,  in  charge  of 
»st,.  and  proceeded  with-  the  remainder  of  my  command  across 
rson's  bridge,  and  down  the  road  leading  towards  Fredericks- 
in  eiearch  of  the  enemy  and  information.^    I  foirowed  this  road 
oint  where  it  intersocted  the  Telegraph  r^^ad  and  Dr.  Fitppo's^ 
,  whep  I  came  upon  a  party  of  seven  of  *  the  enemy,  six  of  whom 
ured,  (after  a  sharp  skirmish,)   wounding  the  seventh  so  se-' 
r  that  he  had  ^o  be  left  at  fhe  doctor's  house.     I  here  learned  ^ 
be  enemy  were,  in  pretty  strong  force  4own  the  Telegraph  road, 
three  miles.     I  theiv  proceeded  i^  this^road  in  the  direction  of 
is-road  leading  to   Bowling  Green;  but  befoi^  reaehing   that 
,  was  informed  that  the  fAHj  guarding  that  road  hsid  been  run 
the  enemy  that  evening,  and  that  they»  were  in  considerable 
uppn  the  other  ro?^d.      v         •  i     -' 

ent  on  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  fifl^^ng  no  picket,  as  I  ex- 
l,  I  concluded  the  information  I  had  recei/ed  was  correct,  and  "  _ 
t  would^notbe  prudent  or  advisable  to  prcfceed  further,  with 
aall  force,  rendered  so  by  guarding  the  road  above,  and  made  " 
ffeotive  ia  guarding  this  road  and  *  my^rear^  I  therefore  fell  back 
1  the  timr,  and  encamped  for  the  night,     ib^  the -morning,  after  • 
ig,  I  started  down  the  road  toward  Captain  McChestney's  camp, 
ertain  what  h«cd  become  of  his  men^nd  the  pai^yAseitiout.by  , 
f.     Upon  reaching  which  place,  I  learned  that  his  pickets  had 
3en  gpsted  beyond  Carmel  9hurchy  but  that  a  8aouting«pa||j^  had 
lovrn  as  far  as  Dr.  Flippo'^   .  I  thjdi^  scyit ^  al^80ag,e4;p  the  party    * 
>ut  by  mj^el^nqtifyjiijg'i^hftii^  ot  piy4>6sition,  ifit}i>inBtrujQticiiE% 
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tfi  joia  m^,  and  I  detonnined  to  take  a  soout  in  aftother  ^l»<rtio^     I 
•tut  lietttoBant  Stiiarfc*  to  guard  the  bridge  at  or  near  BeaiPer  Dam» 
atfd  started  up  to  island  ford,  vhere  I  h^  ]at6ndj»d.<efa9f»a9 ;  but, 
stopping  to  feed  near  the  /ord,  and  before  the  horees  were  done  eat- 
ings a  oonrier  arrived  fronji  Captain  McChestnej.  stating  that  a  regi- 
mant  of  the  enemy's  cavalf  j  were  approaching  the  ford  by  the  Tele- 
graph road.     I  immediately  sent  him  back  with  a  message  to  Gaptlaia 
McGbe9tney  to  take  his  entire  foree  and  proceed  to  tltadriver  and  ke4^ 
thep,  in  check  ontil  I  could  come  to  his  aid,  should  they  attempt  to 
ocoss.     I  started  as  quickly  as  possible  to  his  aid,  and  m^t  aseoead . 
eourter,  with  the  information  that  they  had  crossed  the  riyer^.and 
w^ere  fighting.     I  hurried  up  to  the  point  to  find  it  in  possession  of 
tilie  'enemy,  and  the  entire  camp. in  flames.     I  was  considerably  ia  ad* 
▼appe.of  the  column,  and  found  that  they  had  possession  of  .all  the 
ro^,  and  a  force  in  the  field  ^bove  Anderson's  house,  and  too^  lefty  : 
in  .addition   to  a  force  .on .  the  road  leading  to  my  rear«    Of  their 
Btre^h.on  the  road  I  could  learn  nothing,  and  knQw«jbh^  I  conld  be 
easily  out  off,  if  that  force  was  sufficiently  strong  to  fights  through,  ai  : 
this  point ;  they,  besides  having  a  superior  force,  liad  also  J^e-adTao-  : 
lage  of.  pTsition.  .1   maved   my   command  across   (he  field*  aad 
ihraugh  the  timber,  detern^ined  to  force  a  crossing  on. the  rpad  jtnad- 
ing  to  my  rjear.   .Placing  videttes  at  commanding  poinjts,  to  ai^rtaui 
tiyir  strength,  I  soon  gained  the  road  to  my.  rear,  find  found  they  . 
were  falling  bafk,  and  c/^me  up  just  as  Colonel  Marti&had.pasaed.. 
in  pursuit. 

In  my  opinion,,  a  spiaU  force  at  the    river  ought  ^to  keep  ia 
ellSif^k  a  very  superior \]^e;  but  Captain  McChestney  .afterwards  in* 
formed  me  that'*he  bad, not  sufficiei^t  notice  to  reach,  that  poinit,  a«d  . 
th%t  he  had,  besides,  Ver^  little  aipmunition». 

The  officers  and  men  in.  my  command,  all  behaved  with  t^e  atnioafe 
gallantry  A&d  coolness  wjie^  in  the  pi*esmice  of  the  enmny,  re«dy 
cheerfully  to- obey  qiy  orders. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  j^rVant,  •  .;    , 

>   ^  ..  .  C.  T.  LITCHFJBLD,    .  * 


t    ' 


•*    »    % 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTfiNAUT  COI,0NEL  BOWER, 

HBADQUARTfiRHF-IRST  N.  G.  GaVALRT,  ) 

Hancver  Court  HauH,  fa.,  Jalj  «7,  1862.      J 
Gaptftin  Fitshooh*  Asritkmi  Adjutant  Gentr^U : 

Stii :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  with  five  companiee 
of  mj  T^gioient,  on  the  morning  of  38th  of  June,  after  a  forced 
march  frc-m  North  Carolina,  where  I  had  been  on  d>ity. 

I  was  directed  by  General  Lee  to  asenme  eomraand  of  all  the  cav-  * 
tlry  that  was  not  with  General  8tnart. 

On  the  night  of  S9(h,  I  ^ras  directed  by  General  Lee  to  make  a 
held,  daring  scout  and  find  out  where  the  enemy  was.  I  accordingly 
proceeded,  with  five  cornpaniesof  my  regiment,  viz:  Captains  Ruffin^ 
Johnsto'Q,  Barringer,  McLeod,  and  Lieutenant  Biair'a,  and  the  effect^ 
ive  fohse  of  Colonel  Goode's,  (one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred,) 
down  the  New  Market  and  Charles  City  roads. 

'Irwaa  rumored  that  there  was  a  camp  of  the  enemy  near  Willis* 
churiA,  OB  tfa^  Quaker  ro:)d;  but  not  being  able  to  obtain  any  reliable 
inffmaation  of  their  movements,  I  determined  to  drive  back  their 
cavalry  fbrce,'  whichr  was  covering  their  movements,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Quaker  roa^,  and,  on  cpming  up  to  the  enemy,  charged  them, 
killing  several  with  sabres,  and  driving  them*to  their  main  camp. 
Nomberkillod  not  accurately  ascertained,  as  T  was  compellel  aftor- 
wards  to  retreat  from  their  main  camp,  \\hieh  I  found  to  be  their 
main  army,  or  a  division  covering  its  movements,    * 

Their  camp  was  in  a  very'thick  place,  and,  in  tHe  pursuit,  1  was  in  a 
f«w  yards  of  it  before  I  ascertained  the  place. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  heavy,  and  I  regret  to  report  the 
loPs  of  M?ijor  Grumpier,  severely  wounded,  since  dead ;  Lioutenant 
Gainea,  adjutant,  wounded;  eleven  privatea  and  noncommissioned 
officers  wounded,  and  brought  off.  Onefprivate,  third  Virginia  regi- 
ment, severely  wounded.  Captain  Ruffin,  Lieutenant  Stiielda;  and 
fi>rty':>six  non-commissiorned  officers  missing,  being  wounded,  killed, 
and  thrown  fiom  timir  horses. 

All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the'  greatest  coolness  and 
bravery.'  I  saw  every  officer  and  man  doing  his  duty  promptly  and 
i»ell. 

On  Monday,  the  eavolry  was  kept  on  .the  right  to  ascertain  the  po* 
eicion  of  the  enemy,  and  follow  any  success. 

On  Tue/da'y,  was  ordered  on  the  left  of  General  Jackson,  and 
afterwards  in  scouring  the  country  for  prisoners ;  but  nothing  to  re*- 
port. 

On  Wednesday,  I  joined  General  Stuart,  and  my  regiment  accom* 
panied  hits  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.     Since  then,  they  have  been  on 
picket  duty,  in  front  of  the  enemy  during  the  whole  time,  with  an  oot 
ca^ional  skirmish  incident  to  such  ^ervioe,  but  of  no  importance. 
I  aasy  sir,  with  much  respect, 

T.  .&  BO WBR»  XfcutoMm/ Ofonrf.   * 
IT 


REPORT  OP  COLONEL  GOODB, 

White  House,  July  15,  1 8( 

Brigadier  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Oommandins  Cavalry  : 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  ISth  inata 
have  iho  honor  to  report  the  following  aa  the  operations  of  nj 
loent  from  the  26tb  Juno  to  the  1 0th  of  July: 
*  On  the  26th  June,  the  regiment  was  on  the  .WilliamBbnrg  roa 
a  reeerve;  Early  in  the  morning  of.  the  ^7th,  in  compliaac^  wii 
order  from  General  Leid,  I  moved  down  ^on  the  Darbytown  roa 
reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  $rhite 
Swamp.  A  p<frtion  of  the  regiment  being  left  along  the  enemy'a  1 
to  observe  his  movements,  the  remainder  returned  thattlay  to-c 

On  Saturday  evening,  (the  25th,)  I  was  ordered,  with  my  eomo 
to- join  Colonel  Baker,  of  the  first  North  Carolina  cavalry,  whc 
niider  orders  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  d 
City  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  and,  if*{M>a»ib 
penetrate  his  lines.  In  the  execution  of  this  older,  I  moved 
upon  the  Charles  City  road  on  Saturday  night. 

Early,  on  Sunday  morning,  (29th,)  I  moved  off,  with  Colonel  Bi 
in  the  direction  of  the  'Long  Bridge.  As  we  approached  ^ 
church,  we  came  upon  and  charged  a  body  of  the  enemy's  evi 
Following  them  a  short  distance;  we  were  opened  upon  by  ae 
pieces  of  artillery,  mhen  we  found  ouraelves  in  an  ambuscade  c 
tiUery,  infantry  aiid  cavalry.  My  regiment  had  one  man  aev 
(supposed  to  be  mortally)  wounded,  and  retired  in  good  order. 
.  «evening,l  roturned  to  my  encampment,  and,  a  few  honra  aften 
in  compliance  with  an  order  from  General  Lee,  moved  down.o 
Darbytown  road,  reporting  to  Major  General  Lonstreet.  In 
pliance  with  his  order,  early  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  3( 
reported  to  Colonel  Jenkins,  cobmanding  Gene!ral  Anderson's 
ade,  and  moved  down  as  his  advanced  guard,  until  he  came  upo 
enemy,  on  the  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads.  Seme  time  afti 
fight  commenced,  I  wafi^ ordered  by  General  Longstreet  to  a  poi 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  which  I  maintained  during  that  daj 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  I  wa§  o^ered  to 
.down  the  River  road,  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  HilL  Afti 
^  maining  in  that  vicinity  for  somc*hours,  I  was  ordered  under  G< 
Baker,  first  North  Corolina  cavalry,  to  take  position  on  the  rigfa 
rear  of  General  Lee.  After  occupying  that  position  several  1: 
my  command  moved  with  Colonel  Baker,  With  a  view  of  gettii 
the  command  of  General  Jackson,  beyond  the  Quaker  road. 
moving  some  miles  in  that  direotioHf  the  advance  guard  from  my 
ment,  thrown  out  by  Colonel  Baker,  reported  that  both  sides  c 
road  leading  to  Jackson's  left,  which  road  was  exoeedingly  narro 
thickly  wooded  on  either  side,  was  occupied  in  force  by  the  em 
sharpshooters,  it  was  deemed  impracticable  to  make  tlie  oofi&e 
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h  Jttckson's  commuid,  and  we  encamped  that  night  at  (Satewood'a 
m.  ,  •  • 

Barl j  on  the .  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  2d  July,  my  regiment 
»  ordered  by  yourself  to  move  down  by  way  of  Nance's  shop  and 
rge  Bridge,  to  Talleysville,  and  return  byway  of  Bottom's  Bridge; 
>  execution  of  which  order  occupied  Wednesday,  the  2d  and  Thum- 
^  the  3d  July.  • 

On  the  4th  July,  I  remained  in  camp,  and  the  5th  reported  my 
am^nd  to  you  at  Salem  church,  in  Charles  City  county,  and  on  the 
ct  day,. 6th,  in  compliance  with  your  order, -moTed  to  this  place, 
dA  I  remained  until  the  10th  instant;  when,  in  obedience  to  an  or* 
'  ffom  General  Lee,  I  moved  with  my  command  in  the  direction  of 
rman'a  ferry,  with  a  view  of  intercepting  a  party  of  the  eiiemy's 
'airy,  reported  :to  be  crossing  the  Mattapony  at  Walkerton.  Learn* 
(,  however,  that  night,  from  Dr.  Walker,  who  had /conveyed  to  Gen* 
1  Lee  the  intelligence  of  this  supposed  move  of  the  enemy,  that  he 
k  retired  in  the  direction  of,  and  most  probably  to,  Gloucester 
int,  I  returned,  on  the  next  day,  to  this  place. 
[  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  forwarding  to  you  an  inven- 
y  of  the  Government  property  at  this  .pkeo,  a  few  days  8ince>  a 
ge  wagon  traiik  has  been  sent  dowQ,  which  carried  off  everything 
value.  There  is  nothing  of  any  value  or  consequence  remaining. 
[  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  decision  whether  the  men  over 
rty-five,  who  have  not  re-enlisted,  are  entitled  to  a  discharge  to<* 
rcow,  the  lOthf 

I>am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
.    .»  THOMAS  F.  GOODE, 

-^     .  .    0      ^  CMoml  cmnmmding. 


.  ■  A  .  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BEPOBT  OP  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MARTIN. 

Camf  Tottopotomt,  July  20,  1862, 

<G«ptiin  NoRMAM  R.  Fitzhugh,    . 

A,  A,  General^  Commanding  Brigade  :       ' 

GAFTAiif :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  services  rendered  by  my 
•toifimaDd,  m  the  recent  battles  and  skirmishes  near  Bicfamcndy  ffom  ' 
the '25ih  nitimo  to  the  6th  instant : 

The  force  linder  mj  command  consisted  of  the  foarth  Yirginin 
'Cayalry^  Captain  Chamber] ain  commanding,  and  the  Jeff  Davis  l^gioii 
of  cavalry.  On  the  $dth  nitimo,  I  had  a  line  of  pickets  from  Wood- 
ring's  shop,  on  the  Ashland  road,  along  that  road  to  Ashland,  and  tbenee 
tdffards  Hanover  Court-House  to  the  residence  of  Colonel  Wiekhsai. 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  after  General  Jackson's  adv^ance  giMrd 
had  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Ashland,  a  company  of  the  eighth 
Illinois  cavalry  drovo  in  my  yidettes  from  this  point  vhere  the  Asbeahe 
road  crossed  the  Telegraph  road!  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  tbo 
Black  Horse  catalry,  fourth  Virginia,  with  seventeen  men,  to  dri^e 
the  enemy  back.  He  charged  at  once,  and  the  enemy  fled,  leftving  t#o 
horses  dead  on  the  road,  carrying  off  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded 
in  the  charge.  Lieutenant  Smith  had  two  men  wounded,  |>rivate 
'Crump,  arm  broken,  and  private  Robertson,  wounded  slightly.^ ^  She 
telegraph  wire  which  had  been  cut  wa^  immediately  restored,     *  ^-^^ 

l^ursday,  S6th  ultimo^  m'cved  with  >  the*  cavalry  brigade  4b  the 
neighborhood  of  Pale  Grteen  church,  and  bivouacked.  Friday,  tfkh 
ultimo,'  the  brigade  moved»^towards  Oldtshureh.  By  command  of  the 
General,  I  sent  forward  to  clear  the  road,  company  F,  (Georgia 
HuEsars.,  Captain  Waring,)  of  the  legion.  The  pickets  of -the  «nem>f 
were  discovered  at  a  point  t-wo  mfles-from  Old^church,  and  Lienieiafat 
Waldron  and  private- Herwellman^'succeed  in  overtaking  two«^^^ 
lancers,  and  killed  One  and  wounded  the  o^herfwho  was  stfbseq;uently 
captured.  A  piece  of  thq  horse  artillery  was  advanced,  under  Cap* 
tain  Pelham,  and  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  church.  Subsecpientiy 
it  was  ascertained  tt^at  the  firing  put  to  flight-one  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  that  vicinity.  Mycommandberaf 
^  in  front,  the  Jetf  Davis  legion  on  the  right,  the  brigade  «dvaneed<to- 
wards  Cold  Harbor.  Captain  Avery,  duiing  the  forenoon,  was 
detached  to  advance  on  a  line  with  the  infantry  skirmishers,  to  the 
left  of  our  line  of  battle,  which  had  been  pushing  forward  since  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  About  one  o'qiock,  we  reached  the  im* 
mediate  vicinity  of  the  battle,  which' was'  raging  'Uear  Gold  Harbor. 
Ify  column  was  advanced  and  placed  in  position  ta^liargd  the^iafantaj 
of  the  enemy  if  it  should  make  any  attempt  to  flank  oar  ibfitiftry  or 
$heuld  break  through^it.-  I  left,  by  order  of  .'the  GetaemiHVtaNpaBl^  a 
squadron  on  picket  on  the  Old  Church TOad^to  our Mt,4eaTing'Me!Jor 
8tone  in  command.  -   -      i    V      '^       -  Digitize^y®00§r(*'^ 


l^rilj  Uf#ff6  I  retttrned,  I  learned  that  a  brisk  eanaon^e  begaa  in 

^  front  of  the  colamn^  and  that  it  was  rapid  and  well  direeted.  Prirate 
C,  Warwick,  eovpany  0,  fourth  Yirginft  regiment,  was  killecT  bj  a 
shell,  and  Captain  Williams  of  the  same  regimen  tf  wounded  in  the  head 
by  a  piece  of  a  shell.  Later  in  the  day,  after  my  return,  the  coIuibb 
was  again  exposed  to  a  rery  heavy  fire  from  a  battery  of  field  pieces 
in  frcnt^  and  the  command  was  moyed  out  of  range  •and  formed  suffi- 
ciently near  to  charge,  in  the  event  of  its  services  being,  neieded. 
.  About  dark  all  firing  ceased,  the*  enemy  moved  off  the  field.  After 
4»rk  my  command  accompanied  the  General,  with  the  sevf  nteenth  Yir* 
gioia  cavalry  and  Cobb's  legion  (cavalry)  in  pursuit  towards  Dispatch' 
.  Station.  Nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy,  and  we  returned  and 
bivouacked  near  the  battle  field. 

Saturday,  !^8th  ultimo,  at  an  early  hour,  my  command,  in  obedience 
to  orders^  reconnoitred  the  country  around  Old  church  towards  the 
Hew  'Market  road,  and  discovered  diat  the  enemy's  cavalry  had,  during 
th«  previous  afternoon,  retired  towards  the  White  House.    I  jomea 

.'4he  brigade  at  IDispatch  Station,  and  moved  with  it  the  same  afternoon 
to  the  vicinity  of  Tunstall  Station.     Here  the  artillery  of  the  brigade 

'4rov«  back  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.     We  bivouacked  at 

>  dris  point,  and  next  day  advanced  to  the  White  House,  detain 
Avery,  second  legion  and 'Lieutenant  Marry,  fourth  cavalry,  with 

•three  companies,  were  dismounted,  and  with  two  pieces  of  the  horse 

*##tiUery»  sent  forward  t6  engage  a  large  gunboat  dying  off  the  White 

House.     The  boat  was  compelled  to  retire,  and  the  brigade  took  pos- 

■essioirof  the  place,  with  the  large  and  valuable  stores  abandoned  by 

the  enemy  in  his  precipitate  flight.  « 

'  The  preceding  night  large  fires  were  seen  in  the  direction  of  the 

•  White  Honse.  This  place  was  now  a  scene  of  desolation.  The  house 
waft  wantonly  burned,  with  its  contents,  many  of  the  shade  trees  were 
Mledy  andr  all  of  the  fencing  had  disappeared.     This  once  beautiful 

V  estate,  made' more  interesting  by  associations  connected  with  the  great. 
leader  of  the  first  revolution,  George-  Washington,  now  *  utterly 

f  despoiled,  forcibly  reminded  us  that  we  were  contending  against  a  foe 
resp<tcfting  nodiing,  sparing  nothing.  , 

S^tered  over  the  fields  were  almndoned  wagons  and  ambulances, 
mules,  tents,  commicfsary  and  quai  tor  masters'  stores.    Hundreds  of.  ' 
bonfires  had  been  made  by  the  enemy  of  whate|Mr  was  combustible. ' 
8till  an  immens.e  amount  of  property  was  .left  uninjured.     My  cofi-^ 
maud  was  supplied  with  abundant  rations  for  three  days,  and  thehorsu&s 

.  with  forage  from  the  enemy's  supplies.  ' 

'  Afi>nday,«SOth  June,  my  command  with  Pelham's  artillery  now 
moved  towards  the  Forge  bridge,  encountering  a  few  of  the .  enemy's 
skihnashers.     It  was  discovered  as  the  bridge  was  approached,  that  the 

-«riemy  already  heldthe  positicm  with  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery. 

'€^tain  Pdbam  was  iidvanoed  with  two  pf  his  pieces  to  a  point  wit^Uu 
fottrkmidred  yards  of  the  bridge  and  opened  with  his  pieces,  (howitaers.) 

«  Be  wa8» respited  te  bjfi> two  rifled  pieces ;  but  soon  silenced  them,  and. 

«tf^'  withdrew' to  tbe  UHsbeyond  the -river.  A  reconnoitering  force 
was  erosssd  over  the*  river  to  examine  the  position  assumed  by  the* 
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enemy,  aiid  was  charged  apon  by  eavalry  in  the  afltonioon.  In  order 
to  clear  the  road  of  the  cavalry,  Captain  Pelham  wae  ordered,  -with 
two  twelve-ponnder  howitzArB,  to  take  poaition  on  the  bridge  and  shell 
the  road.  Just  ae^ie  unlimbered,  the  enemy  opened  npon  him  with 
two  rifled  pieces,  one  only  fonr  hundred  yards  distant.     As  tbie 

?in  had  been  turned  upon  the  road  occttpied  by  the  pieces  of  Captala 
elham,  its  fire^ was*  very  accurate  iind  rapid,  yet  in  fifteen  minutes 
the  enemy  was  driven  away,  with  a  loss  of  two  men,  and  two  horses 
killed  and  sev^al  wounded.  The  force  of  the  enemy  had  been  sent 
to  repair  the  bridges,  and  had  begun  work  when  ^e  attacked  them. 
As  far  as  couifl  be  ascertained,  the  enemy  had  one  regiment  of  ipfantrj 
a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  forenoon,  and 
this  force  was  increased  towards  the  afternoon. 

During  the  following  night  and  forenoon,  two  squadrons  of  the 
brigade  were  on  picket  above  and  below  the'Forge  Bridge. 

Tuesday,  1st  July,  early  in  the  morning,  an  ineffectual  atten&pt  waia 
made,  at  the  ford  above  the  Forge  Bridge,  to  drive  the  pickets  fVoto 
their  post.     Prfvate  Robertson,  of  company  D,  Jeff  Davis  legion, 

Eosted  as  vidette,  encountered  four  privates  of  a  New  York  regiment, 
illed  one  and  compelled  the  oth^r  three  to  surrender.  After  this, 
^h^  enemy  retired  and  was  not  seen  till  next  day.  This  command 
moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  farm  of  — —  Reck,  five  or  six  miles 
from  Haxall's  landing,  where  it  bivouacked. 

Wednesday,  July  2nd,  a  drenching  rain  fell  during  ;the  morning. 
A  squadron  from  the  command,  composed  of  the  Boykin  Rangera, 
Jeff  Davis  legion,  Lieutenant  Chestnut  commanding,  and  the  Black 
Horse  company,  fourth  Virginia  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Smith,  was 
posted  on  picket,  on  a  road  leading  towards  Westover.  Lieutenant 
Chestnut,  with  ten  men  in  advance,  supported  by  thirty  of  the  re« 
serve,  now  charged  upon  a  squadron  of  the  enemy*8  cavalry,  posted 
in  the  road,  and  compelled  it  to  fall  baol^,  with  the  loas  of  one  maa 
killed  and  one  horse  captured.  •** 

One  piece  from  Stuart's 'horse  artillery,  a  twelve-pounder  howitxer^ 
Lieutenant  Shaw  commanding,  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me.  "I 
advanced  on  the' road  leading  to  Haxall's  landing.  This  road  leads  a^ 
right  angles  to  the  River  road,  at  an  elevated  point  noarly  opposite  the 
landing,  which  is  from  this  point  one-fourth  of  a  mile  distant.  The 
space  between  this  |pad  and  the  river  is  an  open  field,'and  the  ro^d 
leading  to  the  landing,  as.  well  as  the  whole  field,  is  within  easry 
range  of  the  gunboats  on  the  river.  One  gunboat  was  discovered  at 
the  landing.     The  advance  guard,  twenty-four  guns,  under  Lieutenant 

,  of  Captain  Williams' company,  fourth  cavalry,- with  six  b?r 

eight  men  from  the  legion,  now  deployed  through  the  woods  to  gather 
prisoners,  directing  their  course  towards  the  landing,  with  thstruo^ 
iions  to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  boat,  as  far  as  possible.  Accom^ 
panying  the  advance  guatd,  I  proceeded  to  the  neighborhood  <#f 
Hazair'S  landing,  and,  having  found  that  the  Monitor  and  Galenm 
were  in  front  of  the  bouse,  about  two  hundred-yards  distant;  suspect, 
ing  that  I  might  find  some  of  nhe  enemy,  lurking  about  the  overseer^ 
house/  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  •with  private  Volney 
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etealf,  of  compaoy  A-,  Georgia  legion,!  giccecded  in  getting  to  the, 
ar  of  the  houde,- about  sixty  yards  from  the  Monitor  aud  Galena/ 
id  captured  three  prisoners,  with  arms,  one  being,  a  sailor  fromr  thp 
onitor.  Our  character  seeming  to  be  undiscovered  by  the  gunboats, 
ordered  five  of  my  men,  and  as  many  prisoners,  iiUo  the  field,  near 
e  riyer  bank,  to  dri.ve  away  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  mules  there 
&ding,  some  with  harness  ofl.  As  my  men  had  Yankee  overcoats 
jd  caps  on,  and  were  assisted  by  Yankees,  I.  was  permitted  to  move 
r  widi  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  and  guns  and  xhe  mules  to  a 
Ace  of  security..  In  the  mieantime,  the  main  column  had  been  ad- 
►nced  on  the  River  rooM,  towards  Shirley,  within  two  hundred  yards 

the  point  at  which  the  road  turns  abrtiptly  to  the  left.  In  the 
igle  thua  formed  are  thick  woods,  and  from   thes3  shots  were  fired 

the  head  of  the  column,  slowly  retiring.  Ordering  in  Captain 
very's  company  as  sharpshooter's,  dismounted,  I  again  advanced; 
i%  halted  the  column  when  I  found  that  our  sharpshooters  were  out- 
imbered.  Suspecting  that  the  enemy  were  in, ambush,  I  ordered  the 
»witzer  to  Ihe  front,  and,  in  the  njeantigie,  discovered  a  regiment  of 
fantry  behind  a  line  of  bushes,  beyond  the  turn  of  the  road  and  on 
e  right.     Upon  elevated  ground,  masking  the  guns,  I  was  enabled 

open  fire  unexpectedly  upon  the  regiment,  which  proved  to  be  the      * 
rty-gecond  New  York,*  or  Tammany  regiment,  one  of  the  best,  it  is 
id,  ia  the  service  of  the  enemy.     This  force   was   soon  driven  in 
mfusion  and  rapidly  towards  Berkeley.     Our  skirmishers  had  cap- 
ired  three  prisoners  of  tiie  enemy   and   killed  them.     Pursuit  was 
ade  as  rapidly  as.  the  skirmishers  could  proceed  through  the^  woods, 
he  Tammany  regiment  was,^howeYer,  too  fleet  for  us,  and  reached 
e  main  body  of  McCiellan's  army  at  Berkeley, before  we  reached  it. 
was'checkedf  in  pursuit  by  finding  a  brigade  in  line  of  battle  across 
le  ];oad9  and  a  gudboat  getting^  into,  position.     I  had  oi^ly  six  rounds 
;  ammunition 4eft  for  the  howitzers,  and  three  hundred  men.    Many 
agons,  ambulances  and  stores  destroyed,  and  wounded  left  at  Hax« 
I'sv  disclosed  the  confusion  which  must  haye  prevailed  in  the  retreat- 
\g  arcDy»    Privates  Volney  Mctcalf  and  William  Barnard  of  company 
L,  ^f  ^ the:' legion,  deserve  especial   notice   for   their   boldness- and 
stivity;  a|^  then  landing.     We  returned  at  night  to  ^  our  bivouack  at 
^k^s,     Thursday,^ Jiily  3rd,  moved  with   the  brigade  to  Phillips', ' 
d^he^oad  to  Westover,  and  while  the  horsptartillery  was  shelling  • 
le  woods;.!  was  ordered  tp  reconnoitre,  to  the  le|l,  and  to  advance  to 
point  0{^O6ite  the  mouth  of  'Herring  creek,  a  place-called  Dr.  Wil- 
)i(-B.^. I  reached  this  point  ai|d  observed  that  the  enemy  was  massed 
bove  the rmouth  of  the  creek.  -  A  large  fleet  of  sail  Yesai0l8,  sixty  or 
»V€^ty  iQ^niunber,  were  dropping  down  the  stream.     Several  ocean 
teampra  followed  them,  and  .great  activity  prevailed  on  the  river. 
iX/orAseven^gunboats -were*  discovered.  >  One  of  ^them  opened  upon 
8  nitbtolerable  precisioi^.  •^I.moved  the  command.oat  of  range  and 
sported  the  facts.r       .  •  ,*  ^^  ...  .  ^ 

-^^rid#7,  Jalyi4th,<  my  command  >a8  on  picket  during  the  day,  on 
le*  left  of 'tbeyn^ntrty,*and^occaaionaUy  skirmished  with  the  en- 
BCi^«  ^    Qfipii|ilW  diUjohar4Boa'4S  xKNupan/,  ^(B,)  of.  the   legion,    wailglc 
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-deployed  as  BkirmiBhetf  ia  the  woods  n^r  Eveliagton  Wgkti.  Bmd 
gQceeeded  in  kilting  three  hand  red  of  the  enemj's  8kii:mi8her8.  With 
Captain  Strother's  company,  I  again  visited  Dr.  Wilcox's,  first  driv- 
ing  off   a  company  of    the  enemy's  cavalry.     We  killed  one  horse 
and  wounded  one  man.     I  was  co Jipelled  by  n  latge  infantry  foree 
to  return  to  my  line  of  pickets. 
.  Saturday,  July  5tb,  was  spent  in  «ur  bivouac. 
Sunday,  July  6tb,  I  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  fot^rth 
•  Virginia  cavalry,  and  started  on  my  return  to  Richmond,  reaohmg 
capip  next  dij  with  the  legion.     Lieuteuant  Fisher,  company  B,  with 
fourteen  men  of  the  legion,  on  his  way  fromr  camp  to  join  the  l^ioa,. 
then  on  the  Chickahominy,  assi-ted  by  Lieutenant  Yager  and  three 
privates  of  the  fourth    Virginia  cavalry,  captured  a  company  of  the 
J^ucktail  regiment,  consisting  of  the  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  fifty*  « 
one  non-commiseioned  offioers  and  men.     Among  the  officers  of  naj 
command,  during  the  eventful  period  of  time  covered  by  this  report', 
I  would  mention   Major  Stone^  Captains    Avery   and   Waring,  Mmd 
Lieutenants   Waldham,  Chestnut  and  Moaeley  of  the  legioa;  Cap- 
tains Chamberlain   and  Sti^ther,*  and  Lieutenants    Merchant,  Smith 
and  Payne, 'Of  the  fourth    Virginia  cavalry;  Captain   Peibam  mA 
Lieutenant  Shaw,  of  the  horse  artillery.     It  U  hard  and  diffioult  to 
make  a  distinction,  where  officers  and  men  vie  with  each  other  i^  th# 
performance  of  their  duty«  . 

Beapectfally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  L.  MAttTIN. 
LieMtenant  CoUmd  commwn4/m^ 
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REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  ROBINS, 

•Hbadquaetbbs  Ninth  Rbgiment  YiRGiNtA  Oavalht,  > 
'  .  Camp  Cary.  J ' : 

To  Captain  Nohmaj^  Fitzhugh,  -4.  A,  General :  ^;  '    •, 

Caftain  :    In  pcrsuance  of  orders  from   yourself,  I  proceeded,  on  - 
the  morniog  of  the  S2d  of  July,  ivith  a  detail   of  ninety  men  atid 
three .commissioBed  officers,  from  the  third,   fourth,  fifth  and  ninth 
legimeiite  Virginia  cavalry,  to^arch  through  the  counties  of  King 
William,  King  and  Queen,  and  Gloucester,  to  Glopcester  Point. 

The  object  of  the  scout  was  the  arresting  and  bringing  to  the  Lead- 
qil^rteraof  the  General  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  all  deserters 
asd^ialayal  citiaebs,  whom  I  might  find  in  those  counties.  WhenT 
wrived  in  KiAg  and  Queen  county,  it  -was  reported  to  me  that  the 
enesiy  had  landed  troops  consisting  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  at  GIou- 
eeeter  Point,  from  Yorktown  on  the  opposite  shore.  Not  being  entirely 
.  salisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  being  determined  (o 
£nd  0Qt  for  myself,  I  did  not  discontinue  the  march,  but  proceeded  to 
OloaeesMr  Point,  having  thrown  forward  a  reliable  scout,  in  order  to 
ascertain  certainly  if  the  enemy  was  really  at  the  point,  and  in  what 
force.  At  Plain  View,  my  scouts  returned  with  the  information  that 
•  the  enemy  had  only  spent  a  short  time  in  Gloucester,  and  had  again 
emlMRplEed  and  gone  back  lo  Tork«  Having  again  resumed  the  line  of 
march,  I  advanced  t^  main  column  to  a  point  about  four  miles  frein 
Glonctoter  Point,  and  sent  forward  a  small  party  aiad  established  my 
piekets^at  the  point,  in  full  sight  of  the  enemy  at  York  and  his  gun- 
boats in  the  river,  in.  order  that  I  might  watch  him  closely  to  prevent 
his  either  landing  in  front  or  sending  troops  up  the  river  to .  cut  off 
my  retreat. 

I  found  in  the  river,  in  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown,  two  gunboats  and 
a  large  transport;  I  sent  a  party  to  burn  the  huts,  at  Gloucester 
Poiut,  and  also  the  wharf  at  that  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  cavalry  with  facility.  The  enemy  had  frequently  crossed  the 
river  with  cavalry  «nd  had  harassed  the  citiaens  of  Glouc^tor  and 
King,  and  Queen  in  predatory  excursions.  I  succeeded  in  committing 
to  the  flaiD€8  the  hats,  notwithstanding  the  efibrts  of  a  gunboat  lying 
in  the  str^am^  which  did  not  ^ease  to  Bh«ll  thd  party  during  the  ac- 
eomplishment  of  the  work,  with  noisasualty  to  us,  as  I  am  happy  to. 
inform  yoa*  The  men  having  been  accustomed  to  gunboats  at  the 
White  House  and  other  points,  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  disturbed  by 
theJarge  sliells  thatf  were  thrown  far  over  their  heads,  shrieking 
and  crashing  ihrongh  the  woods  beyond.  '  I  did  not  succeed  in  burn- 
ing the»wharf,  as  the^  gunboat,  finding  oat  my  intention,  took  'Up  a 
position  aboiit  fifty  yards  from  it,«and  from  which  she  could  sweep  it 
with^ripe  and  canist<9r. « ^    • 

I  then  withdrew  the  column  to  Glcfcucester  Court-House,  leaving  a 
piekel^at  the  point,  aauUr^^ained  at^he.  former  p^ledl'^^  order  that  I 
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might  be  able  to  oontinue  the  ftrresting  of  deserters  and  dteloyal  per* 
^ons,  which  I  had  commeiioed  immediately  opon  arriving  in  the 
county.     I  succeeded  in   arresting  eighteen   deserters,  three  disloyal 

•  eitizena,  and  three  free  negroos,  chargei  with  ferrying  over  to  the 
enemy  ranaway  slaves,  and  also  .arrested  and  brought  np  two  con- 
scripts.  Having  ilone  all  that  1  coald  at  the  time/I  took  up  the  line 
.of  iparch  "pn  my  return  on  the  26th  of  July. .  Marjching  by  eaay 
atages,  and**  lying  over  one  day  at  Walkerton,  in  King  and  Queen 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  resting  the  horses,  I  arrived  aikd*reported 
to  you  on  the  SOth  of  July. 

It  oftly  remains  for  me  to  add  that  the  hospitaUty  of  the  qitizeus 
all  along  the  road  was  unprecedented.  There  are  in  thoae  counties 
large  quantities  of  grain  and  beef,  long  forage  and  bacon.  The  citi- 
aens  of  those  counties  urged  me  to  represent  to  the  General  com  -  • 
manding  the  cavalry  the  *  necessity  of  keeping  a  small  cavalry  £^cc 
in  life  vicinity  of  Gloucester  Point,  say  one  squadron^  which  would 
be  subsisted  (both  men  and  horses)  without  expense  to  the  Grov«rn- 
ment,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  road  leading  to  Richmond.  If 
this  were  done,  large  quantities  of  beef,  mutton,  bacon  and  rach 
things  as  are  necessary  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  would  be  aaat 
to  the.  latter  place.  This  force  would  keep  open  the  road  to  Rich- 
mond leading  from  the  counties  of  King  and  'Queen,  Eassiz,  Middle- 

^  sex,  and  Matthews,  in  all  of  which  counties  are  large  military  stores. 
While  at  Gloucester  Point  my  picket  reported  a  large  traa^ort 
^led  with  men,  leaving  the  wharf  at  York.  She  went  out  of  the 
river  and  returned  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  hours,  ligl^»  ^nd 
when  Lleft  was  loading  with  stores  of  some  «»rt. 
.  The  citizens  in  the  viciiiity  of  tiionaester  Point  reported  tolnethat 
the  guns  in  the  fort  at  York  had  been  bursted  some  short  time  before. 
The  reports  induced  me  to  believe  Aat  the  enemy  is  evacuating 
Yorktown.  . 

I  am,  Captain,  respectfully, 

W.  T,  ROBINS,     . 
,  First  Lieutenant  commmding  sco^ii. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COBB. 

Headquarters  Georgia  Legion,  July  17,  1862, 

iPtAiN:  In  complianee  vith  the  order  of  General  Stuart/  I  have 
lODor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  mj  command  • 
the  26th  June  to  lOeh  July  :  ^ 

e  left  onr  camp  on  an  hour's  notice,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th 
,  joining  General  Stnart  upon  the  Brooke  turnpike,  and  contin- 
the  march  until  #e  met  the  army  of  General  Jackson,  near  Ash- 
that  night.     !{4^othing  ^pecfal  occurred  with  my  command  on 

i  the  &7th,  n«ar' close  of  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  we  were  or- 
I  forward  into  the  field.  The  position  in  which  we  were  halted  ei*-  ^ 
tmy  el^tire  line  to  the  fir^  of  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which 
lotimein  opening  upon  us.  Findfng  my  men  immediately  within 
atkge,  and  the  shell  striking-  under  their  horses  and  exploding 
their  hc^ads,  I  promptly  femoved  them  under  the  cover  of  the  hill.  -. 
inately,  no  casualty  occurred. 

I  Saturday,  ^8th,  one  of  my  squadrons,  under  command  of  Major 
ney,  was  in  advance,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Dispatch  Station, 
ing  it  defended  by  a  cavalry  force,  they  were  promptly  aharged 
}Ut  to -flight.  On  pursuing .  them  beyond  the  railroad,  another 
»any  of  cavalry  were  found  in  line,  wbo  wfere  promptly  charged 
routed.  The  only^ casualties  to  this  squadron  were  a  flesh  wound 
ved  in  the  arm  by  Lieut  Early  ;  a  slight  sabre  cut  on  the  head  by 
vate$  ( Walter^,)'^nd  a  slight  wound  to  one  or  two  horses.  Our  suc- 
enahled  u^  to  ^llt*the  wires  and  break  the  communication  between 
nemy  and*  his  baise.'  While  scparated-from  the  main  column,  on  . 
:8th,  my  command  captured  three  wagons  and  teams  of  the  enemy, 
)everal*prisoners,  that  were  sent  to  the  rear. 
i  Su^d^y,  %9ihy  I  was  detached  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Tun- 
%  Stati^UKj'to  destroy,  the  track,  cars,  etc.,  at  that;  point,  which 
lone.  ^  On  that  evening,  I  rejoined  the  command  at  the  White 
je/     •      V  .  ' 

I  '  Monday,  3()th,  by  order,  I  left  one  squadron  at  the  White 
(e,  to  complete  the  work  of  destruction  there,  with  orders  to  pre- 
I  certain  property,  and  send  it  to  Richmond.  '  This  squadron  did 
ejoin  me  until  after  the*  1 0th.  I  continued  with  the, column  un- 
tiursday,  8d  July,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Stuart' to  take 
ion  near  Shirley,  on  James  river^  in  the-  rear<  of  the  enemy, 
position  I  occupied  until  th^  liHa  '  I  found  the  rear  guard  con- 
i^of'^about'lwo' thousand -infantry,  one  battel^  of  artillery,  and 
ffive  hundred>'caval^.  -  •These  protectisd  a  wagon  train  of  three 
ur'»hundred  wagons.  With  the  assistance  of  a  few  guns  "and  two 
aents  of  infantry,  I  think  I  could  have  captured  this  train  and 
nard,'»aiid.I  applied  accordingly,  to  General  Lee  and  General 
rt.  They  were  not- furnished,  dbubtless* for  good  4'easons,  until** 
Tal-'A;  9.  'Hill  arrifed>  on  tbe^fith^^'^believe^at  which  time  the 
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entire  train  and  guard  ^had  eroaaed  the  creek,  and  joined  the  main 
army. 

My  Bcoats  brought-  in  numerous  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  end  my  command  collected  a  large  number  of  small  arms,  and 
other  stores  which  were  secured. 

The  caaualtioB  in  my  command  were  : 

Company  A. — Private  Hillens,  killed,  first  squadron,  at  Gold  Har- 
bor. Lieutenant  Early,  wounded,  third  squadron,  at  Dispatch  Sta- 
tion. Private  Walters  third  squadron,  at  Dispatch  Station.  Missing, 
private  Burr,, fourth  squadron,  taken  prisoner  at  Shirley. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  R.  B.  OOBB, 
Cokmd,  commanding  Georgia  Legion . 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MoGOWAN. 

>^UA&TBI18  FOURTECMTH  ReGIMENT  SouTH  OaROLIU A  V^LS.,  >    . 

NearMichmmd,  Va.,  Jvdj  10,  ld6t«      ) 
1  L.  C.  Haskell,  -4.  D.  C: 

rAiN :  I  kavtf  the  honor  to  make  tho  foIUwisg  report  of  An 
ons  of  the  fonrteenUi  Fegiment  South-  Carolina  volanteers,  uft«> 
'  command,  in  the  late  battles  aronnd  Richmond : 
tVedneaday,  the  25th  of  June,  the  brigade  was  encamped  at 
I  farm,  ontbe  GbickahomiDy,  and  my  regiment  went  on  pieket 
lat  morning;  During  the  day^^all'the  brigade,  eioept  my  regi- 
was  ordered  to  move  up  the  river,  toTrarde  Meadow  Bridge,  f 
formed  that  other  troops  would  relieve  me  on  picket  during 
eday  night,  and,  in  that  case,  I  was  to  follow  and  join  the  brig- 
It  tamed  out,  however,  we  were  nai  relieved.  The  regiment 
ed  ompicket  ail  the  night,  next  day,  and  the  next  night,  being 
ye  without  rest  or  sleep. 

at  ^n  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Friday,  we  could  discover,  from  our 
post  on  the  hills,  that  the  enemy  was  retreating,  and  our 
(  pursuing  them  down  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Chickah^miny. 
n  as  the  enemy  had  cleared  our  front,  I  sent  two  cooapanies 
ins  Wood  and  Taggart)  down  to  the  river  to  communicate,  if 
e,  with  Oenoral  Gregg.  They  there  found  Captain  Harrys 
ond,  of  the  General's  staff,  who,  not  being  able  to  get  bis  horse  • 
the  river,  came  on  foot  to  the  regiment,  delivered  an  order  for 
join  the  brigade,  and  guided  us  on  the- march.  .We  had  great 
ity  in  crossing  the  river,  as  the  enemy  had  torn  up  and  burnt 
idge  (the  uppper  new  bridge)  the  night  before.  .  We  succeeded, 
0r,  in  repairing  it,  so  that  the  regiment  crossed  and  moved  on, 
a  constant  fire  of  shells  from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The 
rnce  And  surgeon's  wagon  had,  however,  to  make  the  circuit  by 
nicsville,  and  arrived  about  the  time  the  battle  began.  The 
IS  intensely  hot,  ftnd  the  regiment  being  much  fatigued,  Captain 
end  led  us  to  a  point  near  where  the  brigade  was  engaged,  on 
treme  right  of  the  enemy,  and  halted  us,  to  rest  for  a  few  mo- 
>  whilst  he  went  forward  to  see  the  General.  At  this  moment 
kttle  opened  with  great  fury,  and,  exhausted  as  w^  were,  we 
it  once  ordered  forward.  By  the  direction  of  the  General,  and 
his  own  eye,  I  formed  line  bf  battle  in  the  rear  of  Orenshaw'a 
y,  (which  ceased  firing  for  a  moment  to  allow  us  to  pass,)  and 
id,  at  the  double*quick,  down  the  hill,  between  the  guns,  stmight 
Is  the  heavy  firing  in^  the  front.  I  was  informed  by  the  Gen- 
[  would  find  the  regiments  of  Colo^nels  Edwards  and  Barns  in 
^irt  of  woods  bordering  the  fiejd  occupied  ,by  the  enemy.  As 
therefore,. as  we  had  crossed  the  boggy  ravine  in  the  woods,  and 
enced  to»ascend  the  hill  beyond,  I  halted  the  regiment,  and  sent 
uievery«riircct}t)^n,  to  &nd  the  regiments  indicated.     The  thicket 
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w%8  very  dense,  and  for  the  fear  of  firing  into  friends,  I  went  forward 
myself  to  the  edge  of  the  field  held  by  the  enemy,*  calling  aloud   for 

'  the  friends  who  were  supposed  te   be  there.     I  soon  fonnd  that  no 
friends  were  in  front  of  us,  for  the  enemy  had  retaken  .possession  of 
tbe  field,  and  were  in  the  aet  of  establishing  a  battery  Mtho*  edge  of 
the  woods  near  where  my  r^ment  stood.     Seeing  the  enemy  in 
front,  and  hearing  nothing  of  our  friends,  I  ordered  tike  fenrteenth  to 
ikdvance  alone,  through  the  woods  to  tho  fence,  to  drive  the   enemy 
back  and  hold  that  position,  which  was  promptly  iftid  gallantly  done. 
For  a  long  time  we  held  this  position,  without  any  assistance  what- 
ever.    DuYing  this  period,  the  enemy  once  made  an  effort  to  torn  oar 
1^  flank,  but  wa#  repulsed  by  the  left  companies,  under  Lieutenant 
Oolocel  Simpson.'  -The  left  wing  of  the  regiment  was  then  adv^^nccd 
over  the  fence'  and  through  <he  pine  thicket,  making  nearly  .a  right 
aigle  with  the  right  wing,  but  it  was  soon  drawn  back  to  its  original 
position.     At  length  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  up  on  our  right, 
and  a  Georgia  regiment  on  our  left.     £ndeavoring  to  act  in  cencert 
with  these^  we  made  a  charge  on  the  batteries  in  front  of  us,J>ttt 
finding  the  distance  so  much  greater  than  was  expected, tin  an  open 
field,  under  a  terrific  cross  firQ  of  musketry,  grape  ehot  and  canister, 
the  men,  after  having  gone  over  half  the  distance,  were  compelled  to 
lie  down,  and  were  soon  after  ordered  to  retire,  and  occupy  their 
former  position. 

In  tUs  charge  I  Teoeived  a  tseverQ  bruise  on  my  right  side,  from  a 
grape  shot,  which,  (ir  a^short  time,  disabled  me.  We  nev^er  yidded, 
ferae  instant,  our  original  position.  We  held  it,  except  when  ch&rg- 
in^,  all  the  afternoon.  We  held  it  at  tho  time  the  batteries  were 
finally  earned,  kte  in  tho  evening ;  and,  after  the  struggle  was  over, 
fell  upon  the  ground,  entirely  exhausted,  and  slept  there,  surrounded 
by  the  dead  and  dying. 

I  grieve  te  state  that  the  list  ef  killed  and  wounded  in  this  battle  is 
large.  ^Lieutenant  Flnnket,  company  H,  was  shot  twice,  and  gieri- 
ously  (lied  on  the  field.  Major  Garter,  Captains  Brown,  Taggart  and 
Croft,  LieutenuDts  Branson,  0.  W.  Allen,  Stephens,  MeCl^rley,  Jhx» 
rah  and  Carter,  were  wounded,  besides  many  others  killed  and 
wounded — a  list  of  whom  is  hereto  attached.  1Spme  have  since  died. 
The  whole  regiment  acted  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  where 
all  did  their  duty,  it  is  impossiblo  to  discri  jiiaato  without  injustice. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  and  Major  Carter  were  always  active  in 
preserving  order  and  eneouraging  the  men.  Adjutant  Reedy  was 
also  active,  until  he  was  wounded  and  ieft  the  field,  William  F. 
Nance,  Esq.,  of  Newbury,  happened  to  be  with  the  regiment  when  it 
left  the  picket  station,  (Friday,  ait  noon)  and  being  unwilling  to  re« 
main  a  mere  spectator  at  auoh  a  time,  he  voluntarily  accompanied  us, 
and  made  the  charge  of  that  ev^ening  with  the  regiment:  Captain  C. 
H.  Subef,  A.  Q.  M.,  as  directed,  remained  with  the  train,  at  our  camp, 
on  Smith's  fSum.  ^ 
In  regard  to  the  fight  of  Monday  night,  the  General  wett  knows  * 

.hew  suddenly  we  were  called  upon  to  go  into  it;    .We^had  marched 
uU  day  vntil  late  in  the  evcniag»  and  soon  afler  we-Airived.in4he 
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noiglkboriiood  f>f  the  fight,  it  wsa  refxiee^nted  fSo  ua  that  the.  eneniy 
was  taiining  the  left  of  our  liik^s.     I  was  directed  to  forca  the  four-  ; 
teei^thy  which  was  the  leaxting  regimenty  in  line  of  battle  iannedi*  i 
ately,  and  to  send  forward,  thcough  the  thiek  undergipowth,  skirmiah* 
ers  to  feel  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  position,     i  accordiDgly  senA 
forward  Captain  West,  who  threw  out  his  men  as. skirmishers,  and^ 
gallantly   adratioed  some  three  hundred  yards  towards  our  left  and  • 
front.     In  a  few  minutes  he  returned,  stating  he  had  fonftd  Gknerair  / 
Featherston  in  the  undergrowth,  wounded,  who  informed  him  the  eii* 
emy's  skirmishers  were  all  around  him-^that  he  was  an  danger  of  be-  ' 
ing  captured,  and  if  any  Confederate  troops^  were  near  at  hand,  they 
should  advance  at  once.     As  soon  as  Captain  We^t  made*  this  report, 
my  regimeut  wad  ordered  forward  through  a  perfect  jungle  of  vinea 
and  bashes. .  We  took  the  direction  iifdieated  by  Ihe  skirmishers,  and  ! 
as  soon  as  we  approaehed  the  open  ground,  in  which  the  enemy  had  ' 
hastily  thrown  up  a  breastwork,  we  fell  upon 'bis  skirmishers,  who, 
npoa  bur  appro'aoh,  scattered  and  fled  in  every  direction.     The  regi- 
metk^  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  cleared  ground,  and  volley  after  volley 
was  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  up}n«  us  a 
very  hoi  and  fatal  fire.     Ii^  this  musketry  fight,  some   of  my  men 
having  obtained^  patent  cartridges,  shot  seventy  tijnes,  '  At  one  time, 
j^mt  after  dark,. the  belief  seemed  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy,  as 
it  did  of  ourselves,  that  ive  were  mutually  fighting  friends^^  and  this  a 
firing  ceased  Tor  a  time  entirely.     During^ the  cessation  of  fire,  aa 
officer  came  over  to  us  a|pd  enquired  who  we  were.     1  demanded  to  . 
know  to  what  regiment  he  belonged  ?  to  whi<;h  he  replied,  **  the  twen- 
tieth Indiana,"  ^which  was  inthe  woods  to  our  left  and  front;   there- 
upon he  was  politely,  informed  that  he  was  in  the  midsC  of,  th8  foat'- 
teenth  regiment  South,  Carolina  volunteers,  and   at  the  same   tiola. 
ordered  to  the  rear  for  safe  keeping.  .  A  few  moments  qfter  this  ia* 
terView,  an  officoV  of  the  enemy  was  distinctly  heard   to  give   the 
.  command,  ^'cemmenc^  firing,"  and  immediately  the  wbole  ri^e  in  otfr 
front  was  a  sheet  of  flame.     They,  poured  into  the  regiment,' for -a 
short  time,  the  most  destructive  fire.     \Ve,  however,  held  our  grounii, 
and  returned  the  fire  until  the  enemy  fied.     The  fourteenth  certainly 
fired'the  last  gun  in  the  battle   of  .Monday.     We  remained  on   the. 
.ground  until  al^  the  firing  had  ceased,  and  then  joined  the  other  reg- 
^iments  of  the  brigade.     Once,  dhring  the  evening,  the  enemy  endeav« 
..ored  to  turn  our  left  flank,  but  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  direcXeif 
^upon  them  the  fire  of  the  left  companies,. and  with  distinguished  gal- 
lantry, jdrove  them  back.     If  tre  could  have  had  a  regiment  on  out 
^Jeft,  we  certainly  would  have  (Captured  the  twentieth  Indiana  re^i- 
.  ment.     In.  this  contest,  also,  as  well  .as  that  of  Friday,  we  loSt  many 
valuable  officers  and  men.     Captain^  Owens,  Harper  and  Stackio  wera- 
wouoded ;  the  first  ti|j|,  I  fear,  very  serioasly.    Lieutenant  Davis 
« diedi  gsll^nitly  on  the  field ;  ai^d  Lieutenants  Watson  and  MtUer,  were 
wounded,  besides  many  others  killed  aUd.woBnded,  a  list  of  whom  4s  ? 
-   eoi^sed.  *  ^  *  i  .         •  ^ 

ie....oecv^ni4oaptain8  went  into  the 'fighf;  six  were  wounded; leaving  onij 
on'e«fo£diKty^*  •       .  •'  -  a    •   /.      . .  #  *.    *i  :    "» 
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l»  the  combat  of  Monday  night,  we  took  abovt  tw€f&ty  prhom 
tlM  nomeB  and  regiments  of  some  of  whom  aro  remembered :  Ha 
■oil  Patrick,  twelfth  Pennsylvania  reserves,  company  (B)  ;.Fr6dei 
Harvey,  fortieth  New  York,  company  (H) ;  Captain  Reid,  twenti 
Indiana  regiment,  company  (K,)  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  others,  mos 
of  tl}d  twentieth  Indiana  regiment.  Having  no  place  to  k<;ep  th 
prisoners,  they  were  turned  over,  by  my  direction,  to  h  mounted 
dWPt  in  charge  of  prisoners. 

As  we  were  going  into  the  charge.  General  Pryor,  fin  rear  of  wh 
brigade  we  passed,)  presented  to  General  Gregg  a  battle-flag,  bear 
upon  its  folds  the  name^  of  **  Williamsburg,"  and  "  Seven  *Pin€ 
fpd  belonging  to  St;  Paul's"  Louisiana  battery,  which  the  General 
trusted  to  the  fourteenth  for  that  occasion.  I  called  upoQ  compi 
(D,)  the  flag  company,  for  a  flag-bearer,  and  T.  W.  Catmile,  qiyl 
youth,  volunteered  to  carry  it,  and  did  carry  it  through  the  fight  v 
great  gallantry.  It  wfts  struck  by  balls_/?re  times  during  the  coht 
and  yet  the  bearer  escaped  unhurt.  I  recommend  young  Carmih 
tbe  favorable  consideration  of  the  General,  for  his  distingaished  j 
Ian  try:  , 

I  cannot  omit  to''mention,  &]so,  the  services  of  Lientecant  Jai 
Dnnlap,  of  company  (P^^who,  in  addition  to  his  other  laborious 
ties  as  commanding  oflicer  of  his  company,  after  his  g&Uant  Capt 
#Owens  bad  fallen,  discharged,  aVso,  at  my  r.equest,  the  duties  of  i 
jwiantof'the  regiment.  Intake  pleasure  in  commending  him  aa 
most  faithful  and  efficient  officer.  .  ^ 

'As  my  adjutant  and  both  orderlies  werft  shot  down-in  the  first 
tidii,  (orderly  White  was  killed,  and  orderly  Harris  ee/ibusly,  if 
B^rtallJ,  wounded,)  I  am  unable  to  tc«  give  the  exact  'ntimber  t 
wAt  into  the  different  combats.     I  know  that  several  fainted,  i 
mtny   brok^ldown  on  the  Snarch.     I  judge  that  about  Jlre  hunc 
wont,  into   the  fight  on  Friday,  and  Khout  two^ /midrid  into  tha 
Monday  e^'ening.     It  will  be  seen  that  our  loss  i>morathan[  hajf 
Mrtnber  engaged.     We  lost,  Friday,  eighteen"*  killed,  and  .one.  h 
dr^d  and  ninety-seven  wounded  and  missing;  and  on  Monday,  ele 
killed  and   sixty-five   wounded  and  missing— Ifo^u/,  two  kun(iri4 
ninety '(me. 

Some  of  thoeo  reported  as  wounded,  have  since  died.'  I  have  he 
of  "the  deaths  of  Captain  Owens,.  Sergeant  Franks,  and  Albert  Boj 
AkA  I  greatly  fear  that  others  have  and  that  many,  will  still  die. 

The  honored. and  lamented  dead  have  laid  dqwn  their  lives  i 
just  cause — defending  their  country  from  invasion, 'and  their,  hpi 
fro'm  pollution.  They  died  gallantly.  Their  names  , will  be  i 
balmed  ih  history  as  martyrs  of  liberty,  and  added  (o  the  long  i 
of  Carolina's  heroes. 

'  I  have'  been  greatly  indebted  to  Surgeon  Hi^^,  and  Assistant  S 
geon  Youngbloody  and. their  assistants,  for  their  indefati^i^Ua 
teiftion  to  the  numerous  wonndM. 

Hoping-  that  the  Genenrl   will  be  satisfied  with'  the  conduct. of 
ro^m'ent,         'I  am,  .very  respect fTilIy,  you^r  obedient  scirvant,-.' 
^^   t  -.^    -t  :  .    -.3.  McGOWAN,  Col.f  Uth.regU  S.  C.  K^. 
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•       lUBEOBT  OF  CbLORBL  BBOCKEUpEOUGH.' 

•     -.  •  .  *     .    ' 

'C4HP    FoRTRTII   VlReiNIA   REfilM^NT,  >    ' 

•  My  U,  1862.        « 

«tb6^|mmtioB8#f.tiu>  fortieth  .Yirgiiua  Y.flint«ic8v  Iftltbe  jreMRyi^ 
^tks  Mroiad  Biobmonii : 

'  .  On  A;  jiflenio^ii  «f  iba'  36^^  Jbm,  4bk  regine^t,  bwigia.ftdMMe» 
^WMtbetirst^to  croM  tbe  GSbuskikhoiiiiay  »t  M^i^oir  ^BfJclge.  ^- 
Tancing  towards  Mdcfaaniesville,  we  encoiiDtered  t6e  enemy's  jpiokaJjPt^ 
at  intervals,  anj  drare  thfim  before .  iisuii^i|i  we  rf atbodrlbe  igllage. 
Seqeiritig  Aiders  at  this  point  to'^  charge  the  enemy  in  their  strong  • 
position;  We  "advanced  rapidly  under  a  galling  .ai^d  murderoas  orosa* 
fire  of  their  artillery,  until  within  musket  range  of  them.  Diaooyer- 
ing  that  thd^  occupiod  an  entrenched  position,  separated  from  na  bj 
an  almost  impassable  swamp,  and  about  6ne  hundred  yards  distant 
-we  entered  into  a  severe  engagement,  which  lasted  until  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy  after  nightfall.  Early  next  morning,  we  were  put  undav 
march  to  follow  up  the  retreating  foe,  overhauling  them  near  Gained 
Hill,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th.  Here,  again  we  took  part  id  thai 
l^llant  chjtrge,  which  resulted  in  their  rout  and  the  isomplete  suoqaaa 
of  our  arms.  .       * 

'On  Sunday^  the  29 th,  we  recroesed  the  Chickahominy  andmarobod 
4own  to  Frasier's  farin,  the  scene  of  Monday's  battle.'  Here,  .^are 
our  division  was  ordered  into  the  engagement,  I  was  directed  to  i^aj 
mj  regi^aentas  skirmishers  on  the  right  fl'iak  of  the  army,  whi<Sh 
deprived  us  of  the  privilege  of  entering  into  the  engagement  with  the 
l»rigade.  Receiving  oi;ders  to  follow. on  and  engage  the  enemy's  rights 
-we  prooeed(;d  to  the  position  indicated  and  engaged  (alone)  a  vasHf 
superior  force  of  tlie  enemy.  About  night  arose  a  loud  cbelrins  o^ 
the  enemy's  left,  and  a  cessation  of  firing  in  that'  direction,  waidi 
induced  us  to  believe  that  the  eontest  had  been  decided  Being  w 
^oubt  as  to  the  result,  we  continued  the  engagement.  -  In  the  meaB«- 
time,  the  enemy,  n^o  had  been  decieved  by  the  cheering  on  their  left 
onS  within  th^ir  lines,  charged  in  force  upon  us.  -  We  poured  aeverM 
asurderous  fires  into  them/ whidi||  clicked  their  advance,  and  tbou^ 
within  twenty  feet  of  us,  oauseCRhem.  to  retire  to  their  original  posi- 
tion. Their  loss  at  this  point  wa#  much  heavier  than  upon  any  other 
K^rtioo  of  the  field,  being  at  least  ten  to  one  on  our  side.  This  ended 
e  series'  of  battles  in  which  the  fortieth  Virginia  volunteers  was  ea^ 
gaged.  Both  officers  and  men,  with  few  exceptions,  ijrere  not  at  aU 
wanting  in  gallaptry  and  good  ronduct,  and  for  the  most  pyt  behaved 
in  the  most  praiseworUiy  manner.  We  sustained  a  Io4s.of  one  hun* 
dved  ah^eighty  killed  and  wounded,  being  ab6ut  one-lialf  of  tta 
fiective  fbree  of  the  regifienl. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  fdlowing  promotions,  via.- :   Orderlf . 
Sergeant  T.  D.  FidLlin,  .%8  Krot  lietitenant^  to  fill  Taoaiin  ooeur 
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•ioiied  by  the  dea/th  of  First  Lieatenaat  ^^rockenbrongii,  kfl 
the  engagement  of  the  26th  ;  Sergeant  mftr  J.  S.  Seader,  ae  S 
lieutenant,  to  fill  Tacancy  occasioned  by  death  of  Secoqd  Lieni 
E.  p.  B.  SydnoTy  in  the  engagement  of  the  80th.  Orderly  Ser 
Fieklin  and  Sergeant  Major  Seader  were  both  woundedln  the  en 
ment  of  the  STth,  and  while  they  behaved  gallantly  during  the  I 
of  the  S6th  and*  27thy  (j^eir.  oonduct  was  about  equal  to  and  no 

'^efMOUousiy  above  that  of   many  others  in  the  same  compao 
reeomnfend  them  ilpon  the  petition  of  a  majority  df  those  over 
they  will  have  command,  and  from  my  confidence,  derived  firon 
aonat.acquaintanee,  in  their  capacity  imd  qualifieitfions  to  ^c 
4^1y  and  faithfully  the  duties  of  the  omoes  for  which  tBey  are  r 

.'mended.  • 

^  Very  respectfuUy^^our  obedient  servant,    -  « 

J.  M.  BROCKENBBOUGH 
.  ,  ^CU.40th  Fa.  F 


•     • 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL   WILLIAM  SlfUH 


• 


.      HBAIHiUAKTeBS  FoRTY-KINTH  ViRGlMA  VOLUNTEERS,        I " 

Second  Brigade,  Hugers' Division ,  July  1862.  J 

GcNEItAL:  In  consoquenee  of  the  degree' of  importance  attacheHtp 
the  battle  of  the  25th  June,  withiy  the  lines  (or  front)  6(  BrigAcKer 
General  Wright,  and  of  your  order,  I  respectfully  report'as  ibUo^s  : 
,  .On  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  acensiderablefinng  haying  been 
beard  ton  .your  left,  or  ratbet  on  the  right  of  General  'Wright's 
position;  you  ordered  me  to  move  my  regiment,  consisting  of  dbout 
one  hundred  and  fifty  rank  and  file,  being  the^number  not  on'ot^r 
Abty:     Approaching  the  scene  of  %onflicc,  you  ordered  me  to  take  a. 
position  in  the  woods  to  assist  a  moTement  which  y6u  thought  the^n- 
emy  might  make  to  flank  one  of  our  regiments,  the  fourth  Oeorgia, 
which  had  Iain,  down  on  the  wheat  lea^  French's  house,  or  to  flank 'the 
enen:y,  should  it  j^t  any  time  prove  judicious  to  do  so.     Having  or* 
dered  the  forty-first  Virginia  to  support  me,  I  remained  in  my  posi- 
tion for  somd  hours,  when,  shortly  before  sunset,  a  large  regiment, 
the.  forty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Hill,  app^red  upon  the;fiel<l, 
in-line  of  battle,  and  opened  upon  the.  enemy  with  spirit  and  effect. 
Just  before  doing  so,  I  received  your  order  to  flank  the  enemy  ;  the ' 
order  was  promptly  obeyed.  I  was  moving  by  theleft  flank,  and  ordered  . 
the  forty-first  Virginia  to  keep  close  to  my  right.    Before,  however,  . 
mf^  flank  movement  was  completed,  by  being.within  a  satisfactory  dis- 
tance of  the  enemy,  the  Iforth  .  Carolinians  broke  and  precinitately 
retired,  the  eifemy  pursuing  them.     With  but  a  fragment  ef  4by.own  • 
regiment,  and  unsupported  by  the  forty-first  Virginia,  which  had  been 
unaccountably  (at  the  time)  detained  in  th6  woods,  in  tly  presence  of 
a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  without  assurance  of  sop- 

!)ort  from  any  quarter,  I  was  in  gfeat  doubt  for  a  moment  as  to  my 
ine  df  duty.  But  it  was  for  a  moment  duly,  I  ordered  my  left'wing 
to  open  fUpon  the  enemy,  the  right  having  already  secured  a  most  fa- 
'  vorable  position,  which  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  effect  was  magi* 
cal.  I  arrested  the  pursuit  iof  the  Ngrtk Carolinians  instantly.  The 
^nemy  broke  m  dismay,  with  but  little  effort  at  resistance,  and  the 
field  If  as  soon  my  own. '  But  for  the  unfortunate  (leteution  of  the 
forty-first 'Virginia,  we  must  have  resized  much  more  complete  re-^ 
suits.  As  it  wasi^  we  recovered  all  the  ground  we  had  lost,  killc^  and 
wounded  a  niynber^of  the  enemy,  took  a.  few  prisonera,  whom  their 
guard  were  ordered  to  report  to. you,  and  closed  the  day  very  differ- 
ently from  what  th^  enemy  anticipated  in  the  morning.  I  had  not 
time  to  give  the^eld  a  close  examination,  as  it  was  getting  qu^te  late,, 
and  my  time  was.occupied'in  forming  a  new  line  of  baltle  cf  the  va-; 
Tioni  regiments, as  they,  came  up,  to  receive  a  n^  atlack|ff  the  en** 
emy  which  was  expected.     .  ,  *        .     . 

X  am  glad  to. inform  you  that  my  loss  was  not  heavy.  ^  Lieutenaati- 
Boyd  a|id  Colbert  twere  severely  wounded-^-Lieutpnant  Boyd  beiftg;. 

•  ■         V  ■         •  Digitized  by-GoOgle' 
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fMUMiMtfy  dliikMU- •b4 w  Mea  wtM  wmaM,  tomt  of  Hmm  dba* 

gerouflily. 

•  •  WILLIAM  SMITH, 

CShndforty-nifiih  Virginia  FcbmUmm. 

^.  B.—^IBIil  cimttintteed  my  r^rtbefbre  I  reeeltadyoar  order  to 
prepare  it/lieiido  thetaluuptoter  of  my  first  peregri^h. 


1   •  * 
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4&EP0RT  OF  LIEUTHirAHT  OOtiO|H|L  JAMBft 

fINIA  VOLUNTEE 

jic/jf  14,  1862 


FlFTT-SBYVirrU  YntGINIA  YOLUMTCEmi,  > 

y 


Captain  J.  B;  DardbN)  A.  A..  4.  Ckneral :  » 

Oar  regiment  was  drawn  np  in  line  of  battle  along  a  ttring  of  fence,, 
abont  nine  o'<slock,  on  the  morning  of  the  let  Jaly,  near  the  battle 
field  of  {his  memorable  day.  We  were  ordered  jto  lie  down,  to  pre« 
▼ent  being  too  mnA  exposed  to  the  shell  of  the  enemy  that  was  flying 
over  onr  heads  in  every  direction  all  the  time  we  remained  'in  this 
position.  Foar  men  were  slightly  wounded  durinjf  this  pari  of  the. . 
engagemenl:  The  le^  company  of  the  regiment  was  posted  beyond  • 
a  small  swamp,  from  the  balance  of  .the  regiment,  and  were  c<Hiipelled 
to  moTC  lo»r  down  dnring  the  evening,  to  get  out  of  the  range  of 
the  shell,  which,  at  this  time,  began  to  fall  pretty  thick  and  uncom- 
fortably near.  * 

At  or  abottt'rix  o'clock,  P.  M:,  orders  passed  down  the  lines  for 
our  fcgimebt  to  charg^  the  enemy's  batteries,  when  the  whole. line 
were  on  their  feet  and  started  off  with  a  defiant  shout,  *and  at  a  run, 
through  a  pine,  thicket,  which  had  been  literally  torn  to  pieces  by  ^he 
artiUery  of'  the  enemy,  and  a  difficult  pass^own  a  steep  bluff,  over  a 
ravine  and  up  a  hill  which  cleared  us  of  the  woodil  and  brought  us'in 
full  view  of  the  enemy  and  in  direct  range  of  their  guns.  Her^  we 
confidently  expected  to  begin  the  engagement,  but  found  the  enemy 
still  a  long  way  off,  and.  posted  in  a  very  advantageous  position  ;  but 
on  we^ped,  nothing  daunted,  and  under  partial  cover  of  a  hiU ;  but 
really  ^posed  to  i^  galHng'fire,  we  were  brought  to  ahaltiindformed, 
when  our  commlliding  Colonel,  E.  l^Eeen,  gave  the  word  to  charge, 
and  taking  the  lead  was  followed  in  ^od  order  and  steady  ranks  to  the 
summit.  Here  we  again  halted,  and  seeing  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  ^' 
defiantly  before,  we  poured  in  a  well  directed  fire  and  had  (he  extreme 
gratification  of  seeing  the  cofors  totter  and  fall  to  the  ground,  while  a 
wide  gap  was  made' around  it,  as  like  wl^eat  before  the  sickle.  The 
hirelings  wilted  ifefore  Gonfederate  fire. ,  But  a  few  well  directed 
rounds  had  been  fired  when  Captain  J.  J.  Alhew,  company  E,  had  his 
right  arm  nearly  shot  off,  and  Captain  f.  J.  Martin  of  company  F; 
being  instantly  killed  on  the  field,  proved  to  the  regiment  an  unfor- 
tunate affair,  as  these  companies  became  coftfused,  and  the  color- bearer  * 
being  stunned  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,  left  the  field  which  tended  to  con- 
fuse  the  entire  line,  and  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  wliich  we  did 
in  some  confusion.  An  attempt  Fas  made  to  riftUy  the  regiment  to '%, 
second  charge ;  but  with  partial  success,  as  it  was  useless  for  a  relj;i- 
ment  or  ev£  a  brigade  to  charge  against  such. formidable  odds  aa» 
gteeted  us.  The  colors  were  again  carried  to  the  summit  of  the  hill;; 
but  few  men  were  found  to  rally  a,thi|^  time^under  such  a  fire. 

Individual  instances  qf  heroic  conduct  might  be  here  mentioned  of 
beOi  officers  and  meat  who  eveik  followed  crther  regiments  to  the  'charge 
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again  and  again:  Sut  enougji  of  this.  The  list  already  fnrnisha^  will 
speak  more  pldiily  than  words  of  *the  part  the  fiftj-l^eventh  Y^ginift 
▼olunteers  bore  in  the  battle  of  July  Ut.    • 

I. forgot  to  mention  that  company  0,  Captain  Hechman's  compan  j^ 
was  sent  out  on  picket  before  we  were  ordered  ta  the  charge,  and^as, 
conseqaently,  not  in  the  action. 

.  "  V         W.  F.  JAMES, 

lAtuienaTtt  Colonel  Fifty-Seventh  Virginia  Volunteers'. 


' 

CASUALTIES. 

• 

• 

Captains, 
liieutenants, 
ffergeants/ 
Corporals, 
Privates,   , 

KUIed. 
1 
0 
0 

s 

•      10 

Wounded. 
1 
S 

2 

Missing.     •   ToUl. 

0-             a 

0         •        6 

0    •           •    4 

17                  99 

13 


83 


17 


113 


'•  .      B.  F:  keen, 

•    .  Colonel  F^y-SevaUh  Virginia  Volimtatrt. 

Dahibl  AmMeTON, 
*  Acting  Adjutants 
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aEPOBT  OF  LIEUTENANT  ^OLONEC  GILMAM. 

b?.  Near  Richmoj 
July  Snd,  1862 


Fba^i^r's  Farm,  Near  Richmond,  T 


Brigadier  General  Arhistead, 

Commanding  Fourth  firigade  : 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  during  the  battle  of  the  l.st  of  Julj, : .' 

Oxi  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July,  we  left  the  Charles  City  raUd 
in  payuit  of  the  enemy,  and  arrived  about  ten  o'clpek,  A.  M.,  at  thii 
fSarm.  We  were  first  left  to  guard-A^e  road,  to  prevent  a  flank  move* 
ment;of  .the  enemy,  and  f^r  two  hours  were  e^rposed  to  a  most  appal- 
ling and  incessant  artillery  fire,  and,  notwithstanding  the  .terror  of 
its  rage,  my  officers  and  men'  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gaU 
famtry.  About  five  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  change  our  positioii 
and  take  post  in  rear  of  and  to  support  an  artillery  battery;  and,  in 
abqat  thirty  minutes  after,  we  w^re  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy'a 
battery,  supporting  Golrb's  brigade.  It  fs  but  just  to  say  that  ho 
xegiment  ever  charged  with  more  impeiuosky.  On  *  they  went,  wicli 
atmost  speed,  amidst  the  deadly  fire  ottnilsketry  and  urtijlery. 
HaTing  a  force  to  our  front,  "interfering  with  our'  fire,  we,  by  fVA 
^m^ue  to  the  right,  came  withiA  good  mueket  range  of  the  opposing 
■Rs  of  the  enemy,  and  poured  .in  upon  them  volley,  after  volley^ 
antil  ni'ght  closed  the  scen^.  * 

Where  all  behaved'  so  well,  the  mention  of  individual  acts  might 
eaem  to  be  invidious.  Bat  justice  demands  that  I  should  call  your 
attention  to  the  acts  of  ^Captain  J.  T.  Kilby,  company  I,  who,  amidst 
the  fire  o^  the  enemy,  seized  a  flag  of  some  regiment  that  had  l)i0etf 
broken  and  tried  to  rally  its  scattered  remnahts*  tfnd  bring  them 
against  the  foe,  and,  while  thus  acting;  the  flag- staff  was  ^hot  'from 
hia  hand.  Of  Captain  James  I.  Phillips,  who,  after  our  color-bearer 
wraa  shot  .down  ai}d  its  guard  scattered,  preeli^ved  the  colors  of  faia 
raiment,  and  saved  it  from  the  dishonor  of  leaving  its  colors  on  the 
field,  and  restored  them,  still  to  wave  ia  their  propei;  place.  'Of 
Liieutenant  James, F*  Crocker,  adjutant  of  the  ninth  regiment,  who 
received  several  severe,  if  not  mortal,  wounds  in  bravely  leading  th0 
regiment  in  front  of  its  colors  and  encouriiging  the  men  .  by  his  bold 
and  gallaift  bearing.  And  I  might,  indped,  meption  every  officer  09 
the  field  as  having  done  their  duty  nobly,  nolt  only  in; this  fight,  bat 
in  all  the  hard  duty  that  we  had  to  undergo  for  the  last  thirty  days. 

In  closing  my  report,  it  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regr^eft  -that 
we  have  to  number  among  the  fallen-- brave*  the  names  of  Caji^aia 
I^ennis  Vefmiilion,  company  K ;  secdnd  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Dctsier,  cf 
company  I.  The*se  brave  amrgallant  officers  fell  bravely  fighting  for 
their  homes  and  firesides,  martyrs  to  vandal  tyranny  ;  but  a.  grateful 
.  eonntry  will  oheriBh  their  sacrifice  and  preserve  their  memory. 

Beloir  yo9  will  p|eafle  find  a  duplicate  report  of  the  <!asualtiea  of 
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my  Mfimwt,  wUoh  jou  will  duMOTer  to  te  quite  large,  etnee  I  car- 
ried not  exceeding  one  htndyd  and  fif^  elS»otive  iQghUng  men  em 
Ae.fieldt     BelidTnig  thltt  my  regiinfliit  did  its  duty  fiukhfodly^  I  cImt- 
mh  the  hope  that  we  sh^U  receive  your  kind  approval. 
^      I  have  the  hotior  to  be,  yoOr  j^tj  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  8.  GII4-IAM, 
Lieutenani  Cdtmd  commanding  Ninth  Virginia  RegimiaU^ 


.    .  CASUALTIES. 

•  ,      ■  '  • 

•  Coiftpaoy  B— Killed:  LoydW.  Drake.  Wounded ;  Serge^it  ^i. 
IB,.  Pressor,  Corporal  J.  Wnlker,  jfimes  R.  Eello,  6.  Hight,  John  Oj^ 
Kello,  J.  R:  p'Donald,  J.  D.  Smith..  Miasing:  W.  B:  Wornell,  ©^ 
ISrader,  W.  firown,  J.  Jenkins. 

Company  C — Killed:  Johtt  T'.  Brown.  Wounded:  Pirst- Sergeant* 
£[.  C.  Brittaih,  seconcV  Sergeant  Benjamin  Dysoh,  fiftik  Sergemt^ 
teorick  Wells,  privates  J.  0.  Cook,  L.  F.  Chalkley,  J..  L.  Fanner,  J.^ 
IK.  Gregory,  Q.  0.  HaAcoct  Missing:  H.  B^  Archer,  W.R.  AtiiiM; 
C.  Graves.      '  ■    '.^        ■  . 

Company  D— Killed:  Brivate  R.  D.  Saunders.  Wounded:  Pri.vita^ 
James  H.  Batlin. 

•Company  E— Wounded:  Sergeant  «fohn  W,  Hack*  fillet  CtatpHtdtt 
W.  J,  Banadolling.  ^^ 

Cbfapany  F-l- Wounded:  Privates  W.  Gray  and  Bray  Wadt^wf 
•Missing :  Priyates  W.  J.  Richardson,  •  Holland,  jBdxnpndTs,  attll^ 
Addison. 

CiVmpany  G— Kiiled  :  First  Sergeant  William  H.  White.  Wouliit- 
4i:  J.  H.  Grant,  R.  £.  Beaton,  H.  I.  PhiUfps.*  Missing t  W.  B: 
ieimett,  T.  Johnson^  W.  J.  Anderson,  James  Fundley.  • 

Confpatiy  I— 'Killed  :  Junior  Second  Lieutenant  L^  M.  Doseir,  pri^ 
Vatesfc  LuCaters  W.  Jbne8>  'Joseph  Prentiss,  Thomas  Parker. 
Wounded:  Second  Sergeant  H:  B.  Lewer,  privates  J.  T.  Baine^^ 
JTathaniel  Duke,  Nathan  E.  Jones;  Benry  Waltem.  Missing':  'Pri-*- 
vates  G:  W.  Barnes,  John  H.  Bidgood,  James  C.  Bidgood^  (uNkfeT 
bounded,)  Josiah  Cupps,  Jianes  Kii)g,  Richard  Quillon. 

Company  K— ^Killed:  Captain  Dennis  YetmiUion.  Woundted : 
Private  John  Bennett.  Missing  :  Fiske,  (since  learned  |o  be,mortaily 
#ounded,)  Richardson.  •    ^       ' 

-  Field  and  Staff— 'James  T.  ^rocker,  adjutant,  seriously  wounded 
it  neck,  crtu  a)id  chest. 

JAMBS  S.  OH/LIAM, 
ZUii^enani  Colonel  cgmmat^di^g  Ninth  Regimeni  Va.  Vduniters.   . 
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»BPO»t  or  boLONBti  TOMwk.  of  ^mr.'miRb  nk: 

GTNIA.,         • 

JtJLT,  lOth,.  186a. 
Cmpbtiu  J:  P.  Dxjinsttf  A.  A,  Gener/d:  V       * 

On-Ae  %BAt  of  Juoe,  the  fifty-third  regimentyredueed  in  stresgj^ 
by  8idbi6l»afB4  <|eaA,  to  m  iery  amall  numSer,  marched  from  oiue 
OMqi,<mi«thB  BMHDoa<f  dad  York  Biv«r  railroad*  aa  a  part  of  Brifar* 
dior  Q«Qend  Amnstead's  brigade,  in  piirmiit<of,theMieniy»  ret^atiog^ 
fima  before  Bichiaeikd  xo  the  James  river. 

On  Ttteaday,  the  ffrst  day  of  July,  after  lying  in  the  woods  foc^ 
eeiw  tttne^  we marehed  in  line  of  battle  thj-boghthe  woods. to.  the 
edge  of  the  £eld  on  Crew's  fanof.  'After  receiving  several  orders.from^ 
Generid  .Ariiiistjead,  throngh  his  'aid,  I  waited  upon  him  in  pe]:son,. 
fflidiwas  instm^ed  by  Kim  to  throw  forward  into  (he  Sold,  to  the  diflk. 
tafftte.af'ififi^ijrards,  one  company  as  skirmishers,  with  a  field  officer 
iB*coJMPMi,.-«ad  to^  support  them  if  attacked,  at  every  hazard,  and  iai 
miae.Qi.mf  wanting  ^reinforcements,  to  •communicate  the  fact  to*him^ 
and  he  would  send  them.  In  obedience  to.  his  instructions,  I  ordered 
LieutenMt  Colonel  Waddill  to  execute  this  (^ffmmand,  with  Captain 
Martin's  company.  Immediately  Aon  depAying  this  company,  tha 
attillei^  wae  lm>ught  from,  the  woooT into  the  field,  and  the  attack  be-* 
caob^  eufici^ntly  spirited  and  warm  to  justify  the.  advance  of  my  regi« 
ment.to  the  support  of  my  skirmisherp.  From  the  woods  to  the  sum* 
mit  of  the  hi#  the  grpuiid  was  gently  sloping.^  The  men  were  ordered: 
to  trail  afma,  ftft*d»  bending  fbrward  and  low,  to  usitf.  the  crown  of  the 
kill  aa  a  prelieetion,  until  they  reached  the  positk>}i  oeoupied  by  thfi 
skirmifiiiefSy  where  they  were  commanded  to  charge,  and,  at  a  riin^ 
drove  the  enemy  back  and  advancM,  and  occupied  \  ravine,  frOin  ^ve  to 
six  hundred  yards  from  the' woods.  During  this  distaijce,  we  en«{ 
QOUDlered  m  red  storm  o^  every,  deadly  missile.  Fletcher  Harwood; . 
of  company  K,  as  color^bearer,  while  -gallantly  bearing  the  flag 
ahead,  <1iras' cttt  down  by  a  .  8hell>  and,  waving  it  around,  called  for 
someone  to  beiur  it  aloi^^  Instantly,  Captain  Martlny company  I,, 
seized  th#  flag,  and,  witnv  words  of  encodragement,  called  on  «ll 
to  follow.  The  nobfe,  manly  conduct  of  .Captain  Martin,  was  such 
as  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  alt^  At  this  time,  I  was  cTome  fifty 
yards  ahead  of  my  regiment,  ur^ng  them  to  pass  quickly  this  dan- 
gerous petfttioff,  tod  therefore  cannot  speak,  of  my  .personal  knowl- 
edge, of  the  iiftdivicklial  ia8taac€^  of  btavery  and  courage.  But  few 
of  my  regiment,  as  well  as  the  other,  th^ee  who  started  |ogether|^ 
readied  the  tavine  at  this  time.  ¥ou-  will  recollect  that  two  of  ouv 
complknies  were  detached;  on  die  29tfa,  to  collect  and  guard  stores^ 
taken  from  tha  enemy,  todTtheother  eight  were  so  eiinall;  and  the  ofi- 
eers  90- fe^,  that  they,  were  consolidate  into  four  companies/havtnA 
on}y  four  captains,  for  duty.  Three  of  these  reached  the  ravine^  ani 
mie,  CaptfHi  fidmondson^  iras  utterly  ezhaiisted>'and  instancy  tabes- 
ao  ill  that  I  advised  him  te  retiurm  wifth  the  asaistsncje  of  one  of  hhi 
meaou    i^r  im»iag  ifftbia  position  for  abeui  an  honi?!,  1 4esppiteli^4! 
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the.sergeaat-maJQ'r  to  Qeaeral  Anniat^,  io  iiif orm  him  .of  pnii 
tion  and  condition,  anditbat,  in  m;  opinion^Ve  ought  to  be  rcinf 
I  have  not .  seen  the  sergeant-major  since,  now  being  Uck,  Hi 
ceived  no  reply.  Scmiie  time  between  six  and  aeveu  o'clock,  & 
Wright  brought  witb  him,  into  the  ravine,  two  regiments,  and  f 
line  of  battle^mmciliat<  ly  behind  ours,  and,  addressing  a  few  ^ 
led. the  charge  up  the  tyil  to  the  battery.  Captain  Saundera^n 
verely  wounded  in  the  thigh,  90on  after  reachingthe  top  of  th 
The  different  numbers  of  our  regiment  weH*  formed^  into  oii< 
panj,  under  command,  of  Qaptain  Martin,  whose  gallantry  w 
exceeded  by  any  one,  in  that  memorable  battle,  and,  with  the 
parts  of  the  two  brigades,  were  compelled  to' fall  back  as  often  a 
charged  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  •  Our  line,  conrpoaed  of 
regiments,  was  yet  a  short,  one,  with  two^  colors,  and,  for  on 
company,  it  would  have  seemed  that  a  musket  wonld  have  1^ 
more  va!ue  than  the  color,  but  Corporal  Pollard,  company  E,  < 
the  color-guard,  insisted  he  would  carry  it,  and^  when  he  fel; 
kntly  bearing  it  along,  handed  it  to  a  Georgian,  who  was  figbti 
his  srde.  The  darkness  of  the  night  s^ai:ated  us  all,  and,  mfte 
o'clock,  gave  up  the  contest'for  the  time. 

Out  of  one  hundred^and  seventy-eight  men,  thirty  Were  ktih 
wounded.  .  *  ■ 

Company  A^-Killed,  none.  Wounded,  second  Lieutenant  Ji 
(Slay^  in  both  thighs^  seriously  ;  privates  James  P.  Woodall,  ids 
der,  slightly ;  Micaj&h  R.Fenell,  in  hand,  severely  ;  0.  C.  Hada 
shoulder,  slightly     .  '     ^  ,  ♦ 

Company  B — Killed',  SergeantWalter  H.  Boswell.  /Wottnded, 
James  ^-Saunders,  in  thigh,  severely;  third  Lieutenant  Syl 
Richardson,  in  face,  slightly  ;  private  Daniel  Robins,  in  foot,  di 
•  Company  C — Killed,  none,  founded,  privates  J.  C:  Desi 
leg,  sevelreljr ;  N.  G.  Weaver-,  in  head  slightly. 
.  ■  Company  I) — Killed,  Corporal  W.  T.  Johnson.  Wounded,  I 
Clements,  in  thigh,  slightly. 

Company  E — Killed^  none.  Wounded,  Sergeant  Wm.  R.  B; 
in  arpi  and  hip,'  severely  ^  Cqrporal  William.  A.  Pollard,  in  £m 
shoulder,  slightly^  >  • 

Company  F— On  detached  service. 
y  Company  G — Killed,  none.     Wounded,  none.  * 

Company  H— On  detached  service. 

Ciompany  I-^Killed,  none.  Wounded,  Sergeant  J.  W.  YfldU 
in  knee,  slightly;  Serg'tD.  S.  Muse,  in  leg,  severely ;  privateeJ, 
61a8s,«in%head,  severely;  T,  J.  Hudson,  in  shoulder,  severely; 
B.  Keatts,  in  hand,  slightly;  V.  A.  Lintbicum,  in  hand,  aevt 
'J.  E.  Roach;  in  head  and  side,  slightly  ;W,  B  Riddle,  in 
slightly ;  J.  H.  Simpson,  in  Mnd,  slightly ;  G.  W.  White,  ii 
and  shbulder,  slightly ;  R.   H.  L.  Whitehead,  in  arm,  seicorelj 

E.  Mays,  in  leg,  slightly.  ••   .        ' 

•    Company  K— Kifled,  private  W.  D.  Rock.     Wounded^  Sex 

F.  F.  Harwood,  in   leg,  severely ;  pYivates   N.   P.   New,  19 
•lightly ;  R.  B.  Gill,  in  leg,  blightly  r  R.-^^^yo,  m  hand;  eev 
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«  ItfiCAPiTinunoir.         ^ 

Killed,   thre€;     wonndod,    twenty-seven..     Total;  twenty^eigbt. 
Aggregate,  tbwty:  •     .  %• 

Very  respeotfullt,  your  obedient  servant, .'     * 
:  •      .  H.B,  TOMLlSr, 

Cohnel,  comvianding  6Sd  reg't  V.a,  Volunteer^. 
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BBPOBT  OP  MAJOR  WADDILL. 


Hbaoquastmis  Fiftt-Thied  Virginia  RBGiiiBirT 

June  26,  1862. 

GapUin  i.  D.  Darden, 

A.  D.  0.  >  A.  A.  A.  General : 

.  •  . .  • 

Captain  :  I  bsre  the  honor  ta  report  that,  after  a  weeVs  siel 
on  the  25th  instant,  at  half-past  elereBi  A.  M.,  I  returned  to  mj 
ment^  then  on  pieket,  and  oommanded  by  Captain  W.  B.  Aylet^ 
tt»the  timb  engaguig  the  enemy.  Csptain  Aylett  immediately- 1 
o^er  the  cos^mand  te  me»  and  used  diligen<;e  to  show  me  the  pc 
of  oar  forces  and  the  *enemy,  and  made  thef  following  report  c 
action  of  the  regiment  np  to  the  time  of  my  arrival:  That  on  tli4 
instaht,:at  half-past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  fifty-third  Virjginia 
ment,  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  and  the.  fifth  Virginia  batt 
irere  sent  out  -to  relieve  the  third  Qeorgia  .regiment,  on  the  ad 
line,  between  the  Williamsbnrg  road  and  the  York  .River  rai 
Nothing  of .  interest  transpirBd  daring  the  night.  *  About  eigl 
M.,  on  the  25th  instant.  Captain  Aylett,  upon  ybiting  the  picke 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  resting  on  the  Williamsboig 
was  informed  that  one  or  more  regiments  of  the  enemy  were  advai 
np  the  road,  and  about  that « time  heavy  firing 'commeneed  oi 
other  side  of  the  roadf,  when,  it  appeared  the  picket  had  been  d 
in.  *  CaAkioning  his  pickets  to -stand  their  groand  until  he  eon 
ihforce  them.  Captain  A.  went  for  his  reserves,  consisting  of.^ 
nies  A  and  D.  This  little  force  was,  double-quicked  to  the  si 
of  the  picket,  but  before .  it  could  reach  the  line,  the  picket  ( 
right,  next^to  the  road,  was  met  letiring  before  the  enemy,  wl 
suddenly  advanced  in  overwhelming  numbers,  driyingihem  in 
immense  odds  and  rapid  advance.  The  reserve,  together  wit 
picket  which  had  been  driven  in,  were*promptiy  deployed  "by  Ci 
A.,  so  aa  to  contact  with  that  portion  of  our  picket  line  whic 
not, been  forced  back.  The  men  were  made  to  lie'down  behind 
to  conceal  their  small  n«f(ibers  and  position,  in  order  that  the  e 
might  be  hold  in  check  until  reinforcement^ pould  arrive.^  F( 
hour  a&d  a  quarter  did  jthis  little  force,  of  only  three  spiall  comp 
maintain  its  position  against  two  regiments,  alone  and  unaided, 
storm  of  bullets  rarely  surpassed  fpr  severity.  The  men  were  oi 
not  to  fire  until  they  saw  an  object,  and  thought  they  could 
Hence  almost  every  shot  to^d,  as  was  indicated  by  this  fre&uent 
of  those  struck..  .  While  the  rig&t  of  ^  fiftv-ihird  was  enuurin 
fire,  the  enemy; had  adyaneed  .oli  tm.  rights  of  the  road,  and 
flanked  our  position,  and  gotten  even  in  the  rear  of  'a  portion 
Still  Captain  A.  and  his  commatld  held  their  ground,  uAtil  the 
twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  came  to  their  assistance,  to  whose  g 
commander  Captaiiu  A.  reported,  jtnd  was  ordered  by  him  to'tal 
aition  on  his  left.    The  -fifty-third  Virginia  and  twenty-fifth  ] 
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W6ff6  mmr  Vath  s«lj«et6d to  %  UrMvtnt^f  saae  tioM,  hm% 
irned  it-vMi  nifi/tk  dhct  th>t  i|ii>  tytwy /  Wii  4riv^n  bsok-  and 
ftji-tliird  was  enabled  to  readme  its  picket  line,  except  a  i 


n  of  it  immediately  on  the  road,  where,  from  the  ezpoeure  of  a 
and  the  fire  from  a  battery,  (planted  hj  the  enemy  in  the  read 
they  had  advanced  by  neon  the  right  of  the  WilKaAslKiirg  roacL) 
Id  not  then  be'oecipied.  {There  was  fighting  along  the  whole 
>e€npied  by  the  fifty- third,  at  intervals  dorbg  the  day ;  bat,  a« 
;ted»  mainly  on  the  bright. ,  Six  pKsoners  were  tiken  by  the 
bird,  and  the  enemy's  loss  mnst  hate  been  heavy.  Later  in  the 
ig,  the.woods  were  heayily  shelled  by  the  enemy;  *bnt  the€fty- 
itfen  and  offcers,  galUntiy*  stood  their  gron^d,  though*  they 
slmost  broken  down  with  fatigue  and  exhaustion,  from  having 
>n  picket  duty  so  long.  It  would  h4  pleasing  to  mention  the 
I  ef  those  who  most  gallantly  depbrted^^faemselves ;  but  where  all 
so  well,  it  nright  appear  infidioos.  As  the  regiicnent  has  not 
»me  in,  arlist  of  fts  casualties  cannot  now  be  made  out;  but  itfs 
ed  to  be  small/  When  die  long-continned  and  terrible  fire  to^ 
'the  fegitfient  was  expdsed  is  coaridered/a  small  list  of  casual-* 
enid  seeiki  M  be  miraculous,  and  can  only  be  explained  by  the 
;bat  out  men  were  deployed  as  skirmishers',  well  concealed  and 
ited,  and  the  en^emy  were  so  drunk  they  could  not  shoot.  This 
riew  is  known  to  be  correct,  as  prisoners  taken  Vere  found  to 
Axicated^  The  reghnent  is  at  this  time  acting'  as  reserve  for  the 
^nth  and  thirty-eighth  Virginia,  commanded  by  Captain  Martin, 
lin  Aylett  and  myself  both  being  sick,  and  unfit  for  duty. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QBOROE  W.  WA1>I>ILL, 
Mo^  IH/iy^TMrd  Viriinia  Higin^ 

e  casnalties  of  the  S5th  are  as  follows,  via  :  Company  D. — Killed : 
l^YT.  £nishweod«  MisM^g. :  Lewis  lY.  Kelley  and Jt  F.  Chick; 
^any  £.— Lievteaant  B.  8.  Fanrenholt^  riba  frsDtnred  by  theiall- 
f  ft^Iimix^omraitse^.  ,       .      «  • 

Bespe^«Uy>  yev  obedient  servant, 

•    .      feEORGE  M.  WADDILL, 
g  F^'TkM;  VittMa  Regimmi. 


♦ 
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report;  OF  C ATTAIN  GRAMMER.    . 

-  July  15,  I 

Captain  J;  I).  Dardun,         .  *         •        . 

A.  D,  0.  and  A.  A.  A\  G.  : 

Gaptain  :    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  non-commifision 
soers  and  men- repotted  to  me  by  their   officers  as  having 
.gaished  themcelvea  bj  their  oondnct  in  the  skirmishes  sund 
«aroottd  Riohmondy  in  which   the  fifty-third  Virginia  regime 
'  engaged : 

Oompany  A. — At   Sei^en  Tinetf^    Corporals   Noell   and  1 

and  )>riyate.  H.  G.  Hudaon,  and  at  Malvern  Hill,  Corporal 

and  Wright.     In  the  •  ekirmishea  of   the*  18th»   25th, -and  ! 

•June,  all  the  men  present  behaved  ^ell. 

.  Gompaxty  B.— -Sergeants  J.  H.  and  J.  R.  Hockaday  and  ] 

8.  B.  Sweeny,  R.  H.  David,  T.  J.  Biyott,  at  Malvern  Hil 

Company  G. — Sergeant  R.  B.  Bradshaw,  Corporal  W.  8.  t 

and  privates  J.  C.  Desdine 'and  G.  J.  Weaver,  at  Malvein' 

'    Company  D.-^Gorporals    W.  T.  Johnson  (killed)  aAd  R. 

6BS,  privates  Pollard,  Ashby,  Elle't^  and  .Kelly,  at  Malvern 

Company  £. — Privates  William  Bowers  and:  G.  J.  Green, 

.  in  the  skirmish  of  ^the*  18th  ;    Sergeant  Barker,  woanded  a 

▼erft  HiU;    Corporal  Willii^m  A.  Pollard,  the  third  man  wl 

ried  the  colors,  the.  1st   of   July,    was   shot   twice    before  1 

In  the  confusion  of   regiments    charging   through,  and  mix 

^tk  ea^   pthAr,  he  took  the  colors  off  with   him  when  b< 

the  rear.      L.    C.    Blackburn,    distingui^ed   at   Seven    Pji 

'  coolness  and  daring. 

Oompdtay  F. — No  jreport:     Not.in  the  fight  a.t  Malvern  Hi 
<3ompany  G. — Corporal  John  B.  Scott,  at  Siiven  Pines. 
Coitipahy  H. — In  the  skirmish  of  the  I8th  of   Jtme,  pfi^ 
Howchins  ^as  seen  to  kill   four   Yankees,  exposing  himself 
all 'the  while.   ,  *.  • 

Company  I.— PrlVatea  WhitOi  Whitehead,  and  Hudsoii,  a 
▼em  Hill — ^all  three  wounded.  .  ^* 

Company  K. — Private  John  A.  Bullifant^  •(woundedi)  at 
Pines;    private   Haws  Coleman,  in   the   skirmish  of   the   S 
June.  ..  • 

Color-Sergeant  T.  F.  Harwo'od,  wopnded  at  Malvern  Hill 
pressing  forward  with  the  colors,  struck  the  staff  in  t|rfL 
and,  cheering  a}I  (he  while,  held  on  to  it  till  taken  fromPi 
Captain  Martin. 

Respectfully,  fto.^ 

J,  GRAMMBR,  J*., 
CaifUAn  commandinp  5S(f  Vtk'rtgir 
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KEPOBT  OF  CAPTAIN  MARTIN.    •  .  • 

A.  D.  a  and,  A.  A.  A.  G. :  * 

*     •        -       • 

CaI^taim:  On  Fridi^y,  Jane  of  27th»  at  halfrpa^t  four/ V. 
M.,  the  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment  ifas  ^posted  on  .pickett 
the  ri^t  wing  resting  on  the'  left  of  the'  WilliamBbnrg.  road» 
left  on  right' of 'the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  the  men  deployed 
at  fire  paces  apart.  About  snndoim,  the  enenty  opened  fire  upon  onr 
line  with  both  musketry  and  shell.  -The  fire  was  not«  returned, 
because  ^instructed  the  inen  to  wait  until  the  enemy  was  in  good 
distance;  which  distance'  was  no(  obtained.  I'he  enemy,  however, 
adyanced  upon  the  centre,  and  left  and  was  driven  back  by  the  fire  of 
the  left  wing.  The  wb5]e  line  was  well-sustained  ^xcept  by  three 
companies — P,  H,  and  E — ^F  and  K  falling  back  beoauBe  they  could 
not  sustain  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy ;  company  H  having  no  com- 
mander. All  thre^  of  thecre^ companies,  however,  returned  to  their 
positions  and  held  them.  The  enemy  again  opened  fire  this  morninjg 
about  half  an  hour  before  day.  This  fire  was,  however,  not  directed 
so  much  towards  us  as  the  pickets  on  the  right  This  fire  was  not 
rstnmed .  at  all  by  our  pickets*  The  regiment  generally  fMted  <coolly 
and  deliberately,  keeping  its  position  until  relieved  by  the  fourteenth 
^Virginia  this  morning;  The- casualties  are  as  follows :  Company  A, 
one  slightly  woAided  ;%oinpany  D,  one.  slighrly  and  two  .severely; 
company  H,  two  slightly;  company •E,  one  slightly.  Total,  seven 
wvunded.  • 

Most' respectftilly, 

R.  W.  MARTIN,    • 
OapMn  commanding  5Sd  Va.  tegihient.;; 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


'     •  •  '      BEPORT  OP  OOLONiBL  BR)i)aM 

•  «■ 

■•  '. 

.  ^^  ,       In  the  fdd^nemr  BuAmatti,JtdyW^  186S. 

Ci'pliiB  J..D.  Dardbn, 

AsMttnU  MjuifafiGtnerat : 

.  Captain  : .  I  ha^re  tke  ba&or  to  m%ke  ^4^6  fdUoprifg  If Hpit  4 
riKtion  of  ibe  foartemih  rei;iiBWt»  VirgMufk  volfiM^irB,  >i9ifidi 
«<^liAiMn^  ill  the  battle  of  Tueadi^,  Ut  day  of  Jh);,/  \SM  : 

Eari;  ja  tbo:  oiorni^g  of  tbat  day,*  tbO:  regifBWt,  .Jirijtb  t^  Qtk 

^e.same  brigade,  was  posted  in  a  Fa^inO/OpfiMite  io  jdie^sitiQi 

vby  tbo  eBemy;  apd  o^iebalf  of  tberegimeat/was  tbrA:«rii  fof^ 

<tl|e  edge  of  tbe  field  between  .us^and    t&e  eBeiny»  as  # kifffti^ 

■About  three*  o^elock  in  the  aftej^ooAft  t^e.skiinifusbtrs  weure  ^oi 

.forward  to  drive  in  tbe  enemy's  pick^ia^jao^batoar  arti)l^y:C9i 

^placed  in  positi9n».and  tbat  portion  of  ibe  rr^gifaient.  w^ich  bad 

.beld. in  reserve,  was  ordered  iorwai;d  to  their. ^ypgpiprt.    *Aa.4f 

-the  .men  wiereaeen  by  tb^  enemy,  a  terrific  fire  of  ^ruUefj  wpa.0 

:.^fW  ^bem*  by  the  enei^y  from  their  '^opfi  w.bi<$b  ^weire  ia^p^ 

.^altout  ah^f  mile  oIBT,  commanding  nearly  tbe  ^bol^  Mir    Tb< 

,: rushed -forwi^rd,  firing  ojipon  the  rauemy's.  akifAiisbe^y.t^riYffltf 

Ji)efore  them,  ooniinuing  to  ndv^noe  until; they  fom^'sh^eiltfr  fce| 

.r  enemy's,  firo  in  a  ravine^  a^ont  ini<jiw«ik^  fr^m  the/f^f^t^b  fpa 

pb^ldy  and  the  enemy s  bM(er ijs^     Soon  ^fter  pa4£iiAg7  pyer  -.^t 

of  the  first  hill,'  Lieutenant  Coloiiel  Evans  was  disabled,  byiatif 

and  I  was  knocked  down  and  burnt  by .  a  shell,  e^pj^ing  nea 

rendering  tBeiDCapii^le. of  going  forward  with  my  men.     In  pi 

oyer,  the  bill,;my  leaimdnt^auffered^aevj^rely.     Among  those  kil 

c'annot  fail  to  mention  Captain  Charles  Bruce,  whose  conda< 

worthy  of  all  praise.  .  The  regiment  remained  tzposed  to  a  1 

fire  during  «the  whole  battle,  and  were  forward  in  the  charge 

tim^  an  effort  was  made  to  take  the  enemy's  batteries.     I  cann6t 

Ibis  report  without •calling^your  attention  to  the  gallant  bond 

Captain  W;  W.  T.  Coghill,  Richard  Logan,  Jr.,  and  P,  PoinA 

who  acted,  during  the  whole  day*,  wit&  great*  coolness  and  hig 

Wo  lost  twelve  killed  <nd  fifty-seven  wounded. 

Very  i^spectfully,  your  obedient  servaiit, 

8.  OREGOBY  HODGES 
Cobmet^  mnmanding  fimrtmUh  Virginia  rtgim 
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REPORT  OP  COLONEL  S.  D,  LEE. 

•  •  • 

Camp  Discipltks,  Jalj  20,  186S. 

Captain  N.  R.  Fitzhugh, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Generaly  Cavalry  Brigade : 

A  • 

Captain:  By  direction  of  the  General  commanding  I  kave  th« 
honor  to  report  that,  by  his  direction,  on  the  night  of  the  oth  and 
€th  iostants,  I  proceeded  to  the  banka  of  Jame*3  river,  above, Charles 

City  Ccurt-House,  with battery,  Washington   artillery  of  New 

Orleans,  and  a  rifle  piece  of  Pelham's  battery,  horse  artillery,  and* 
about  two,  P.  M.,  on  the  6tb,  opened  fihe  on  one  of  the  enemy's 
transports  carrying  supplies  to  McClelian's  army,  some  four  miles 
above  the  point  where  we  were.  On  opening  fire,  the  boat  imme- 
diately put  out  her  lights.  She  was  struck  se\'cral  times  and  consid*' 
'erably  injured,  lutf  pucceeded  in  ^passing  the  battery.  On  the  6th 
instant,  the  same  guns,  accompanied  by  a  section  of  Rosser^s  battery, 

Sroceeded  to  a  point  known*  as  Wayne's' Uak,  on  the  tanks. of  the 
amcs  river,,  four  miles  below  Charles  City  Court-House.  About 
seven,  A.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  the-7th,  openecl  on  ji  transport,  and, 
after  some  twenty  shots,  made  her  turn  back,  throwing  overboard  a 
part  of  her  cargo  to  facilitate  her  escape.  Several  gunboats  of  the 
enemy  immediately  camj^  to  the  vicinity  and  commenced  shelling  the 
works  and  fields,  but  without  damage. 

About  mid. day,  I  sent  a  section  of  Squiers'  battery  some  five  miles 
lower  down  the  river,  under  Lieutenant  Galvin.  He  opened  on  two 
transports  towed  by  a  tug.  He  droye  the  tug  down  the  river,  and 
Uie  crews  from  the  transports,  sinking  one  of  the  transgprts.  and 
severely  injuring  .the  other.  The  crews  took  to  their  ^mall  boats  and, 
jjuaile  their  escape  to  the  opposite  bank  of  ^he  river. 

A  gunboat  there  e£cupcd  the  section  when  it  withdrew.  About 
three,  P.  M.-,  six  or  eight  transports,  (schooners,)  towed  by  a  Mig  and 
convoyed  by  a  gunboat,  came  up  the  river,  as  also  several  ftmall  river 
steamers.  Tiie  guns  were  drawn  up  behind  a  bluff  at  Wayne's  Qak, 
and,-  when  tne  transports  were  opposite,  ran  to  the  e^ge  of  the  bluff 
and  opened  on  them.  Some  seventy  shots  were  fired  ii^to  the  trans- 
ports»  damaging  them^  severely ;  the  tug  was  /ilso  damaged.  The 
gunboat  opened  oi^  the  battery  as  soon  as  discovered,  firing  shell, 
ipherical^case  and  grape  from  her  large  guns,  ^e'fired  some  thirty 
rounds.  No  damage  was  done  the  battery,  all  her  shot  either  falling 
short  or  piissing  over  our  heath. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  ^ifth  the  greatest  gallantry  and  cool- 
ness, tiring  their  guns  as  if  no  gunboat  w.a^  in  their  vicinity,  and  " 
seemed  couvinced  that  a  gunboat  was  not  so  dadgerous  as  the^  had 
supposed. 

The  enemy  wore  much  annoyed  on  their  trips/and  kept  sevefal 
ganbbats  engaged  in  shelling  the  ^ooda  and  vicinity,  doing  no  dam- 
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^e.    They  even  fired  at  the  honses  ii^  the  Tieinity,  oeeafAed  oaly  bj 
inoffensiTe  families. 
On  the  evening  of  the  7th»  the  batteries  retarn^  to  their  oamp. 
Bespectfally  submiited,  . 

8.  D.  LEB,  Oohnd  <f  Artilkry, 
Qfmmanding  Guns  m  vicjnUy^rf  Charles  City  Court  House. 
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JIKPORT  OF  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE. 

'  Turkey  Island  Bridge,  July  &Z,  I86S.^ 

Oeneral  Magruder, 

•   Richmond^  Virginia : 

GeneraC:  Enclosed  I  send  you  my  report  of  the  artillery  of  your 
diTiflion.  I  must  apologise  for  it?  coming  in  so  late;  bat  on  year 
Reaving  Crew's  farm,  I  was  put  on  duty  with  the  cavalry,  in  com-^ 
maud  of  the  uintb  North  Carolina,  late  on  picket  duty.  It  was  im- 
possible (of  me  to  prepare  it,  from  the  fact  that  I  was  put  into  camp  * 
of  instruction,  ^with  several  drills  a  day,  and  to  study  my  new  arm^ 
as  they  had  brigade  drills,  &o.  I  did  not  receive  your  kind  note  in- 
viting me  to  accompany  you  west  uniil  after  you  had  left,  though  I 
had  hoard  through  Major  Brent  that  you  invited  me. 

I  met  Captain  Eustis  in  Richmond  and  asked  him  to  deliver  my 
aaswer  to  you.  .Accept  my  thanks  for  your  kindness  and  the  flatter-.^ 
ing  invitation  contained  in  your  note. 

I  am.  General,  yours,  respectflBly,    . 

i  •  S.  D.  LEE, 

Col.  Artillery;  commanding  4th  Cavatry. 

Captain  Dickinson's  note  to  me,  calling  for  a  report  of  the  4tb,^ 
only  reached  me  July  20th. 


I 

ii 
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Camp  Fourth  Virginia*  Cavalry, 
Near  Richmond,  July  22,  1062. 

Captain  Dickinson,    •  -• 

Adjutant  Generat,  Magruder* s  Division  : 

I  bad  the  honor,  a  few  days  since,  to  receive  your  note,  direeiing- 
me  to  render  a  report   of  .the  service   of  the   artillery,   at  Garnett*8 
farm,  near  New  Bridge,  at  Savage's  Statioa,  and  aD  Crew's  farm. 

The  different  batteries   of  the  division   performed  arduous  picket 
daty.on  Garnett's  farm,  from  about  the.  1  .th  of  June  to  the  29th.of* 
June,  at  which  date   the   enemy   vacated  hitt   line»  and  the  division 
started  in  pursuit.     Previous  to  the  2Dth  of  Jufle,  the  batteries  under 
fire   and   engaged   with   the   enemy,  were  ^^oolfolk'd,  Latie^s,  and 
Moody's  batteries,  at  Mrs.  rnce's  house,  overicoking  the  New  Bridge. 
Theee.batteries  were  engaged  several  times,  firing  on  the  working 
parties  of  the  ^neniy  at  the  bridge,  causing  them  to  desist  from  the* 
•  work,  and  in  every  instance  they  drew  j|he  fire  of  the  enemy!s  batte* 
fies  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which,  being  long-range'- 
guns,  we  could  not  roach.     The  officers  and  men  of  these  commande- 
behaved  with  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  on  'these  several  oocasiona 
loet  several  men,  killed  and  wounded.  On  the  28th  of  June,  to  prevent 
ibe  enemy  from  working  on  some  advanced  entrenchBkents.Bceini'» 
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and  LanVs  batteries  were  brought  in  aoUon  near  Mr.  Oamett's  over- 
•eer^a  honse,  and,  after  a  quarter  of  an  honr^e  abelliiig,  drore  the  en- 
emy  from  their  new  works.  The  enemy  opened  on  these  two  batteriei 
with  twelve  rifle  guos  o&large  calibre,  (tweet j-pounder  Parrot.)  The. 

4||agement  was  kept  up  for  half  an*  hour,  when  the  batteries  were 
ithdrawn,  having  accomplished  the  object  for  which  they  had  been 
ordered  out — some  of  the  enemy's  batteries  being  behind  works  and 
out  of  range.  In  this  action,  two  men  were  killed  and  several 
pounded,  and  some  six  horses  disabled. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  from  the  same  position,  in  the  mornin<^, 
Lane's  and  Moody's  batteries  opened  again  on  the  enemy's  entrench-, 
ments,  which  the  enemy  had  re-occupied,  driving  them  out  again. 
"Their  fire  was  replied  to  by  several  of  the  enemy's  batteries  behind 
works.  The  action  was  kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  wh^n  our  guna 
were  withdrawn,  and  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  injuring  the 
enemy's  batteries,  half  masked  in  the  woods  and  behind  strong  en- 

.  trenchments.  The  same  experiment  was  repeated  by  our  batteries  in 
'Ae  evening — Lane's,  Woolfolk's,  Page's,  and  T.  Jeff's  batteriea  be- 
ing engaged  with  isome  results.  Captain  Kirkpatriek,  of  Major 
'  JNelson's  reserve  artillery,  was  also  engaged  on  the  26th,  with  two  guns. 
On  the  27th  of  June,  Moody's  and  Brown's  batteries  engaged  the 
enemy's  work^,  a^  he  showed  signs  of  vacatihg  them.  lie  replied 
with  alacrity,  showing  he  Was  still  strong.  1  mention  those  two 
batteries  specially,  ^is  they  were,  each  of  them,  under  very  heavy 
artillery  fire.  None  of  the  captains,  except  Brown,  had  their  entire 
batteries  in  action.     They  weyt  into  action  with  their  rifle  sectiona. 

'    Generally,  officers  and  men  behaved  well.    In  these  different  actiona 

aome  eight  men  were  killed  and  trenty  wounded.     Lieutenant , 

of  Brown's  baMefy,  wae  killed.  .  Lieutenant  Merwin,  of'  Moody's 
battery,  had  an  arm  shot  off.  Lieutenant  Merwin  got' out  of  a  sick 
bed^to  go  into  action  with  his  company.  Several  other  batteries 
:were  under  fire,  but  not  engaged,  viz  :  Richardson's,  Reed's,  and 
Page's— the  latter  belonging  to  Major  Nelson's  reserve  artillery. 

^  On  the  29th,  the  enemy,  vjicated  his  workn,  and  the  division  started 
in  pursuit.  At  Fair  Oaks  Station,  h^  fired  upon  our  advance  with  ar- 
tillery. He. was  replied  to  by  Carlton's  battery.  In  the  evening  the 
#nemy  made  a  stand  and  quite  a  severe  action  occurred  at  Savage's 
Station.  Kemper's  battery  wjis  here  engaged  and  did  good  execution. 
The. enemy's  skirmishers  came  up  to  within  two  hundred  yards  of 
his  battery,  when  he  i^f^s  compelled  to  withdraw  some  four  hundred 
yards.  At  this  point  ho  was  advanced  .upon  by  a  regiment  of  the 
enemy,  (second  Vermont,)  w))ich  delivered  a  volley  into  his  battery- 
at  a  distance  of  three  hundred  yards.  He  opened  upon  them  with 
canister,  and  being  well-supported  by  a  Mississippi  rifle  regiment^ 
repulsed  the  enemy  with  heavfr  loss.  The  enemy  left  fifty-two  dead 
bodies  in  a  circumference  of  fifty  yards.  Captain.  Kemper  behaved 
with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gallantry,  as  did  his  officers  and  men. 
Lane's  battery  was  also  under  fire  in  this  action,  as  also  McCarthy's 
battery,  but  did  not.  have  sn  opportonity  of  engaging  the  onemy,'a3 
tke  grMnd,  and  the  position  of  our  troopa^  did  not  admitof  it  In  the 
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Mvere^etion  of  Jaly  Ist,  thip  artillery  did*  not  ^play  a  conspicaoas 
part,  thoQgh  most  of  it  was  under  a  severe  artillery  fire  during  the 
entire  action.  The  batteries  engaged  wore  McCarthy's  howitzer  bat- 
tery, and  also*  some  of  Hart's  battery  and  the  Washington  artillery, 
4>f  Charleston.'  The  batteries  were ^welUeerved  and  did  good  execution. 
-  One  of  McCarthy's  pieces  were  struck  twice.  The  enemy  having  so* 
lected  their  ground,  had  lined  their  position  with  artillery^  having 
some  forty  pieces  in  position.  Oar  artillery  hid  to  ke  brought  up  in 
a  narrow  lane  under  a  terrible  fire,  and  as  sooi^  as  they  discovered  a 
battery  coming  up  they  concentrated  their  entire  artillery  on  it. 
Several  batteries  were  in  succession  disabled  almost  before  getting  into 
action.  Carlton's  and  Kemper's  batteries  were  in  i^^^serve — not  en- 
•gagod,  bat  had  several  men  killed.  Carlton  had  a  limber  blown  up 
\ij  the  enemy's  shell.  The  enemy'^  artillery  was  admirably  iiandled 
in  the  action,  and  is  admitted  to  have  been  the  most  terrible  .artil- 
lery fire  during  the  war.  .  Their  pieces  were  in  admirable  position, 
snd '80  arranged  that  they  could  concentrate  from  twenty  to  thirty 
guifs  on  any  position.  Enclosing  my  repol't,  I  ^ill  testify  to  the  gen- 
eral good  conduct  of  officers  and  meli.  Major  Nelson,  of  the  artil- 
lery, was  under  fire  several  times  at  Garnett's.farm ;  exhibited  cool- 
ness and  gallantry.  Lt.*Paul  IIaibilt<fh,  my  adjutant,  was  in  every 
action — at  Grarnett's  farm,  at  Fair  Oaks,  Savage's  Station,  and  Crew's 
farm,  and  on  every  occasion  exhibited  conspicuous  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry. In  one  of  the  actions,  (at  Oari^ett's  farm,)  he  had  his  horse 
shot  under  him.  .  -      ,  '  * 

Having  been  placed  on  duty  with  the  cavalry  immediately 'after  the 
-action  of  Crew's  farm,  it  has  been  impossicle  fpr  me  to  obtain  the 
necessary  facts  to  make  this  report  complete. 
Bespectfttlly  submitted, 
•  S.  D.  LEE, 

CM,  Artillery  and  Acting  Chief  (^  Magruder's  Div'n, 
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J  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COWAN. 

f-  .'    ^ 

-         HfiAD^i^RS  Eighteenth  Regiment  North  Carouna  Troops,  I 

Near  Richmond,  Firginia,  Julyt  1862.      \ 

General  :  t  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the  following  report  of 
operatiouB  of  tBis  regiment,  under  my  command,  in  the  recent  I 
ties  around  Richmond : 

Our  xnarch  across  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  morning  of  ThursA 
June  26th,  and  down  its.  northern  bank,  to  Mechamcsville,  hav 
been  cpnductei.  under  your  personal  direction,  it  is  not  necessary 
refer  to  its  incidents. 

'We«re£chedMecl^nicsville  Thursday  afternoon  in  time  to  part 
pate  in  the  attack  upon  the  batteries  which  commanded  that  crossi 
but  Vere  not  prominently  engnged.  Thursday  night,  Ve  were  orde 
to  defend  the  batteries,  planted  upon  the  position  -which  had  *b 
taken  from  the  enemy,  from  any  attempt  which  might  be  made  to 
take  them  during  the  night.  Consequently,  we  slept  upon  our  ai 
in  the  immediate  vicinity>  with  the  proper  picket  force  out  on 
dides  ;  but  no  demonstration  was  m^de  by  the  enemy.  Friday  mo 
ingy  at  dawn  of  day,  he  opened  upon  us  with  his  artillery,  and 
fire  was  continued  until  his  position  was  turned,  and  he  was  t! 
forced  to  abandon  it.  In  all  of  these  engagements,  however,  : 
men  were  out  little  exposed,  aifd  my  loss  was  very  slight — only  th 
men  being  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell. 

Friday  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  we  were  put  into  the  fi;i;ht  at  C 
Harbor.  By  your  order,  my  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  ri 
of  the  road ;  and,  in  this  order,  I  advanced  through  the  dense  wo 
in  which  the  enemy  were  posted.  A  small  raviae,  deep  a^d  Img 
cotnpelled  us  to  flank  still  further  to  the  right.  .By  thi^  ^^W^ 
became  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  (which  had  b 
formed  on  the  left,)  and,  for  a  long  time,  was  j^ holly  without  ass 
ance  in  mjt  attempts  upon  the  enemy^  position.  Again  and  ag 
fras  that  position  assailed,  and  again  and  again  were  we  repulsed, 
vastly  superior  numbers.  Regiment  after  regiment,  sent  in  to 
same  attack,  shared  the  same  fate  ;  and  it  was  not  until  late  in 
aftorno<tn,  when  the  continuouB  arrival  of  fresh  troops  hall  given 
aomethinglike  an  equality  of  forces,  that  any  decided  impression  ' 
made  upon  the  enemy.  .His  position  was  carried  in  that  late  gen( 
charge,  which  swept  his  whole  army  from  the'fieldin  a  perfect  re 
In  this  fight  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  my  r( 
mcnt.  The  position  of  the  enemy  w*as  such  that  we  were  exposei 
a  heavy  fire  fr6nf  the  flank,  as  well  as  from  the  front ;  and,  thoi 
the  regiment  was  frequently  broken  and  compelled  to  fall  back,  y< 
did  not  once  lose  the  command  of  it.  The  men  reformed  with  al 
nty,  and  my  commands  were  obeyed  with  the  promtness,  if  not 
precision  of  drill.  My  loss,  in  killei  and  wounded,  was  sixty-eig 
Nothing  bat  the  thickness  of  the  woods  saved  us  from  total  destruct 
in  our  first  t^naBsisted  efforts  upon  the  enemy's  position.     Saturd 
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we  were  mg»ged  in  the  worl^  of  borjing  the  dead.  Sandaj'morn* 
i»g9  we  cToeaed  to  the  south  of  the  Cbiokaaoiniiijr  in  pursnit  of  tlie 
mmemj.  Monday^  ^^^  pnnnit  wae  continued,  until  we  engaged  the 
enemy  at  Frazier's  Farm.  Here  my  regiment  joined  the  brigade 
in  the  eeries  of  charges  upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  Without  a  sign  of 
faltering,  shouting  the  battle  cry  of  **  Stonewall/'  which  they  adopted 
of  their  own  accord,  they  advanced  across  two  open  fields  ip  the  face 
of  a  perfect  shower  of  grape  and  musketry,  jintil  they  reached  » 
amall  ravine,  (traversed  by  a  fence,)  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle.  Taking  advantage  of  this  slight  shelter,  they 
^maintained  themselves  in  this  position  until  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments^ irben  they  joined  in  the  general  charge,  which,  won  the  bai- 
-teries.  My  loss  here  was  very  heavy  :  killed  and  wounded,  one  hun- 
•dred  and  fifty  meii^  among  them  Firs^  Lieutenai^t  W.  A.  Hoostin,  of 
company.  I,  and  my  sergeant-major,  A.  Dumone,  both  of  them  young 
nen  of  brilliant  prospects,  and  as  gallant,  as  daring,  as  devoted  to 
the  cause  as  any  officer  in  the  Confederate*  service.  Tuesday,  at 
Malvern  Hill,  we  were  marched  to  the  field,  but  were  held  in  reserve^ 
snd  had  no  opportunity  to  deliver  a  fire.  Three  of  my  men,  how* 
ever,  were  wounded  by  fragments  of  shell.  My  total  loss  has  been 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  in  killed  and  wounded — ^a  detailed  state- 
ment having  already  been  furnished  you.  When  it  is  stated  that  I 
entered  the  series  of  battles  with  less  than  four  hundred  men,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  proportion  is  very  heavy*. 

•  That  there  were  many  stragglers  from  the  field  of  battle,  is  not  to 
%e  denied.  There  have  been  stragglers  from  every  field  since  the  war 
began.  As  a  general'rule,  however,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  men 
fought,  throughout  the  whole  army,  as  if  each  individual  were  tho- 

ipyessed  with  the  belief  that  it  was  necessary  that  we  should 
ipus  in  the  field  before  Richmond.  Amid  this  army  of  heroes, 
t  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  wfth  myregiment.  Whether  on  a 
_^in  the*  field  exposed  to  fatigue  and  privatioq,  in  the  midst  of 
danger,  and  in  the,  face  of  death,  they  were  cheerful  ^nd  obcdient» 
prompt  and  daring.  No  order  was  give§  that  thoy  did^ot  cheerfully 
and  faithfully  attempt  to  execute.  Where  all  behaved  well,  it  is  dirf- 
colt  to  make  distinction.  My  field  and  stafi*  did  their  full  duty.  Still  I 
desire  to  make  special  mention  of  my  Lieutenant  Colonel,  ThoroM  J* 
Pender.  He  was  every  where  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight ;  cool  and 
eourageous,  encouraging  the  men  and  directing  them  in  their  duty. 
His  services  were  invaluable.  I  desire,  abo,  to  make  special  men- 
tion of  Captains  Savage  Barry,  McLaurin  Gore,  and  Byrne.  Thay 
were  all  conspicuous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  all  wwinded 
on  the  field,  the  last  three  very  seriously,  Captain  Byrne  having  lost 
an  arm«  .      • 

.  Yery  respectfully,  your  roost  obedient,  &e., 

ROBERT  H.  CO  WAX,, 
CUone/,  commanding '18/A  N.   d  T. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EDWARDS  OF  THE  PART  TAKBN 
BY  THE  THIRTEENTH  REGIMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Headquahters  Thirteenth  Regiment,  S.  C.  V.»  >  - 

July  18,  1862.  J 

Captain  A.  0.  Hask^ll^  A.  A.  General: 

I.  The  thirteenth,  numbering  four  hundred  and  thirteen  (413)  men, 
reached  the  scene  of  -action  near  Mechanicsville  and  Beaver  Daoi 
creek,  at  half  paet  six,  P.  M.«  on  the  2Gth  June,  formed  line  of  battle 
and  remained  under  fire  of  shot  and  shell  untill  nine,.  P«  M.*  when 
Che  firing  ceased,  and  then  bivQuacked  for  the  night,  on  th^^pot.  No 
.casualties.  * 

IL  In  the  action  at  Beaver  Dam,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  nay 
regiment  numbered  four  hundred  and  fourteen  (414«)  The  fijro  of 
allot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  battery  beyond  the  creek  opened  fit 
four,  A.  M.,  sweeping  across  our  position,  and  continued  antil  forty 
minutes  after  five,  when  we  advanced  half  a  mile  to  the  liflecluittios- 
villc  turnpike,  halted  and  loaded.  Under  orders  to  support  Colonel 
Barnes,  twelfth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  I  advanced  ia 
that  attitu(le  to  tlie  bridge  across  the  creek,  (thii*ty  five  minutes  after 
seven,  A.  M,,)  where  a  brkf  delay  occurred  to-  repair  tbe  .bridged 
Crossing  ^s  soon  as  the  work  was-  completed,  I  pursued  tbe  march 
directly  on,  along  the  road  to  Walnut  Grove  churchy  where,  at  ten 
minutes  after  nine,  A.  M.,  the  command  halted  until  ten  o' clocks  A. 
M.     No  casualties. 

III.  In  the  action  near  Powhite  creek,  about  noon  on  the . 
regimejit  numbered  four  hundred  and  fourteen  (414.)  Undl 
Orders  extended,  I  moved„  supporting  Colonel  Barnes,  formif 
fcflittle  at  twelve,  M.  While  the  front  of  the  brigade  was  acf 
gagi«g  the  ei^nty,  I  moved  on  in  position  assigned  me,  tbrougC 
camps  of  the  enemy,  to  the  road  near  its  crossing  *(a  bridge)  over  Jtke 
Creek.     Halted  whilg  the  bridge  was  being  repaired. 

Casualties. — Wounded  one.  .     •' 

IV/  Into  the  action  at  Gaines'  farm,  or  Cold  Harbor,  my  regimeut 
went  with  four  hundred  and  thirteen  (413)  men.  Under  orders  to 
support  Colonel  Hamifton,  first  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers^ 
I  moved  forward  at  two,  P.  M.,  from  the  Powhite  creek,  eastward,  to- 
wards the  strong  position  held  by  the  enemy.  *Near  tha  outset  of  this 
advance,  I  lost  some  men.  After  a  brief  pause,  by  order,  the  forward 
movement  was  .continued  until  we  reached  a  ravine  and  brook  between 
Ihe  position,  about  this  time  assumed  by  Captain  Crenshaw's  field 
artillery,  and  the  main  front  of  the  enemy.  This  halt  of  the  brigade 
WS8  at  forty  minutes  after  two,  P.  M.  The  fire  under  which  my  regi- 
ment remained  here,  was  very  heavy,  and  from  the  orderiog  forward 
of  the  commands  of  Colonels  Hamilton,  Marshall  and  Barnes,  it  was 
double  fire  from  front  and  right..  Being  ordered  to.  hold  the  positioft 
assigned  me  along  the  brook,  uiAil  Colonef  Hamilton  should  fall  baek^ 
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1  beld  tha  p#ittoii  and  awaited  that  OTent.  BIy  instnietions  were  to 
held  the  poeition^  and  be  ready  when  Golenel  Hamilton  fell  back,  and. 
thei^  to  pottr  a  degtructive  volley  into  the  enemy  as  he  emerged  from 
the  pines;  th^it  Colonel  Hamilton  at  that  jancture,  wonld  take  post*- 
tion  in  my  rear  to  support  ine.  After  occupying  this  exposed  posi- 
tion— exposed  by  reason  of  the  apparently  tinimpeded  fire  of  small  arms 
pouring  constantly  npon  us  as  before  stated— for  an  hour  or  so,  without 
the  appearance  of  Colonel  Hamilton  or  his  eoromund,  and  finding  my 
regiment  severely  "pressed  and  partly  sn.rrounded  by  the  enemy  upon 
my  right,  where  I  had  expected  the  regiments  of  our  own  brigade, 
and  finding  tl>c  availability  of  my  left  wins  fmaterially  interfered  with 
by  the  bog  and  undergrowth,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  change  my  position- . 
slightly.^  I  accordingly  ordered  forward,  as  skirmishers,  my  right 
company,  driving  th%enemy  from  that  wood,  and  then  thr^^w  my  regi- 
ment a  few  yards  across  the  brook,  with  a  view  of  protecting  my  right 
(in'casb  of  a  repetition  of  the  enemy's  former  movement)  and  as  the 
best  means  of  holding  my  position  as  ordered,  for  the  purpose  indicated 
in  that  order.  The  brook  is  passible  at  only  two  pr  three  places  in  the 
position  occupied,  so  that  a  regular  movement  in  line  was  impracticable.  . 
In  the  confusion  produced  by  this  circumstance,  by  thedifl  of  incessant 
cannon  and  small-arm  firing,  and  other  noise  Incident  to  battle,  my 
commands  could  not  be  heard  perfectly,  and  the  irregular  nature  of  « 
the  grd^nd  and  the  undergrowth  caused  a  separation  of  the  wings  of 
my  command/  Mdjor  Farrow,  with  the  right  and  centre  companies, 
in  a  few  minutes  reported  to  Brigadier  General  Gregg,  near  oy,  and 
under  orders  from  him,  took  position  on  another  part  of  the  field.  A 
fragment  of  three  companies  of  the  It  ft,  under  my  command,  remained  . 
on  the  ground  until  night  and  victory  closed  th^  action.  Bivouacked 
on  the  fi^^ 

C^gj^K— Killed,  4 ;  wounded,  44.  Total,  48  casualtiea.  Since 
deacj^^^B 

V?^H^giment  went  into  action,  near  Willis'  church,  Monday  thii 
SOth  June,  numbering^  three  hundred  and  forty-twO  (342)  men.  At 
half-past  five,  P.  M.,  we  halted  ioi a  wood  adjacent  to  the  action,  and 
were,  for  nearly  an  hour,  under  a  sporadic  fire  of  shells,  by  which  i  * 
los^one  man  killed.  At  half-past  six,  the  brigade  moved  forward^  to 
the  immeJiate  scene  of  the  battle.  My  regiment  moved,  under  same 
orders,  to  the  left,  by  successive  stages,  halting  frequently.  About  half-  i 
past  seven,  loaded,  fixed  b&ydnets.  and  when  it  neared  the  front  of  the 
Bupposed  enemy,  under  a  «galling  fire  of  smaU  arms  ip  front,  it  was 
ordered  to  form  in  close  column  of  companies,  and  charge  bayonets 
through  a  de>ise  copse.  This  movement  was  arrested  td  enquire  defi- 
nitely whether  friends  or  enemy  were  before  us,  for  darkness  utterly 
prevented  our  distinguishing  by  sight.  Inqiiirry  seemed  to  result  in 
determining  that  9ur  friends  were  before  us,  and  I  .was  ordered  to 
move  by  the  right,  and  reform  in  the  road  from  which  the  charge  was  \ 
made,  which  1  did  promptly,  and  bivouacked  there  for  the  night. 

YI.  My  regiment  numbered  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (269)  in 
the  action  atiVlalvem  Hill  or  Grew^s  farm,  on  the  1st  July.  At  five, 
P.  M.y  we  were  marched,  with  some  halts,  perhaps  two  mil^,  to  a 
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position  near  the  rosd,  where  our  line  of  battle  wae^Wmed 
eight,  P.  M.     Here  we  were  under  sporadic  fire  of  shellB  nnti! 
half-past  nine,  when  the  action  closed.     We  then  retam^d 
bivouac.     No  casualties.  •» 

General  summary. — Grand  total,  killed,  5;  wounded,  €0. 
total  ca&uahies,  65;  since  dead  5;  deaths,  l6. 

The  conduct  and  bearing  of  my  regiment,  officers  and  men,  i 
action^  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  highly  commendable.  Th< 
steady,  cool,  prompt  and  ready.  Under  the  most*trying  ordes 
Cj^iving  a  severe  fire  fbr  hours  without  returning  it,  they  prove 
selves  efficient  soldiers,  and  worthy  our  great  cause. 
Respectfully  subtnitted, 

0.  E.  EDWARDS, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  regiment  Swth  Carolina  vohm 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAYO. 

Hkadquartebs  Forty- SEVEN.TH  ViRci^tA  Rrgtment, 

July  16th,  1862r 

Brigadier  General  C.  W.  Field, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Light  Division  : 

Generai.  ;  I  have  the  honor  hereby  to  report  the  action  of  the 
fort  J- seven  til  Virginia  regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Richmond.  *  With  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  we  crossed  the  Ohicka- 
bominy  at  Meadow  Bridge  on  Thursday,  evening,  June  26th.  Nothing 
of  importance  occurred  until,  arriving  near  Mechanicaville,  we  were  ' 
opeiied  upon  by  the' enemy's  batteries  Und  exposed  to  a  most  galling . 
fire  QBtil  late  at  night,  without  being  able  to  return  a  shot.  Our 
casoalties  at  this  placd  were  ten  in  number,  including  two  captains. 
On  the  next  morning  (Friday,  27th)  we  marched  in  the  direction  of 
Cold  Harbor,  and  again  c^me  up  with  the  enemy  at  Powhite  ci'eek, 
m  a  very  strong  positicn.  It  was  represented  by  some  that  it  Via 
imposaible  to  cross  jhe  creek  opposite  to- our  ^position,  though  this  ' 
proved  afterwards  to  be  entirely  errotieous.  The  brigade  being  or- 
dered to  advance  in  a  double  line,  with  the  forty-scveuth  in  front,  we 
opproacAd  to  within  musket  range  and  opened  fire,  continuing  to 
advance  at  the  same  time.  But  no  sooner  had  -  we  commended  firing 
than  the  second  line  also  opened  fire,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to 
check  it,  I  was  obliged  to  make  my  mei^  lie  down  whilst  loading,  and 
even  then  I  had  severabmen  killed  aiid  wounded  by  my  friends  in  the 
rear.  Among  the  latter  was  Captain  Green,  a  most  gallant  and  effi* 
eient  o^^^  We  remained  upon  the  ground  until  our  ammunition 
was  expM^,  and  then  retired  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  al^out  eighty- 
Jards  iq  our  rear.  Our  casualties  at  this  place  were  thirty-four,  the 
namber  engaged  being  about  one  hundred  and  seven ty-five  rank  and 
file.  We  did  not  again  participate  m  an  engagement  until  Monday^ 
30th,  when  'we  were  called  on,  with  the  restt  of  the  brigade  to  advance 
^pon  two  bajbteries  of  the  enemy  that  had  been  taken  by  General 
LoDgstreet's  division,  but  which  had  been  recaptured.  The  forty- 
seventh,  with  the  second  Virginia  battalion,  were  ordered  to  advance 
apon  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road,  which  they  did,  charging  it 
immediately  in  front,  and  exposed  to  a  raking  fire  of  grape  and  can- 
ister for  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  As  soon  as  .we  got  within  short 
musket  range^we  opened  fire,  continuing  to  advance  at  the  same  time, 
tnd  soon  drove  the  cannoneers  from  their^pieces.  ^  We  followed  them 
op  nniil  ^e  arrived  at  a  position  about  fifty  yards  beyond  their  bat- 
tery, ^hen  we  weflj  opened  upon,  both  on  our  right  and  left  flanks, 
by  a  very  severe  fire.  Our  forces  in  all  ho't' ^mounting  to  three  hun- 
dred, a  halt  was  called  tp  await  reinforcemeiits,  and  in  the  meantime, 
At  the  suggestion  of  some  one  whose  naafel  have  not  been  able  to 
fi&d  otit,  one  of  the  enemJVs  guns  was  trained  to  the  left,  the  fire 
froip  that  quarter  being  much  the  hottest,  and  a  fire  opened  uj^on 
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them.  Thcr  fire  from  the  front  having  nearly  ceased/ while 
the  right  and  left  still  continued,  I  caused  my  command  to  1)< 
in  the  road,  so  as  to  protect  the  battery  from  either  of  thoe 
tions.  About  thi:)  time  you  rode  up,  for  the  second  time,  and 
us  to  cease  firing  the  cannon,  as  we  might  injure  some  of  oui 
in  adv(^nco.  It  was  then  quite  dark.  Shortly  after  we  ceas 
the  cannon,  and  you  had  ridden  pff  to  another^portion  of  the 
the  sounds  of  horses^  hoofs  were  heard  advancing  from  the  ( 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  regiment  was  cautioned  to  be  on  thei 
They  turned 4>ut  to  be  four  horsemen,  who,  riding,  up  upon 
enquired  who  we  were.  1  called  out  at  the  top  of  m; 
^'Vriends,"  but  some  one  on  the- left  having  unwitting! 
»*'  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment,"  two  of  the  party  turn 
and  rode  ofi*  at  a  double-quick  down  the  road.  They  were  i 
fired  at,  and  one  of  them,  wUb  turned  out  afterwards  to  b 
Biddlo,  adjutant  general  to  General  Macall  or  McCall,  wae 
The  other  two  were  captured,  and  turned  out  to  be  Major 
McCall  and  one  pf  his  couriers.  They  were  both  immediat 
to  the  rear.  Nothing. more  of  importance  that  night,  and  ^ 
tiot  actively  engaged  on  Tuesday,  though  somqwhat-  exposec 
enemy's  artillery.  Jhe  casualties  in  this  engngemeut  were 
four,  the  total  number  engaged  being  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
and  file,  making  the  total  number  ot'casualties  in  all  three 
inents  seventy-eight.  The  conduct  of  those  who  remained^! 
regiment  was  so  uniformly  good  that  I  find  it  almost  impos 
make  any  distinctions.  I,  however,  make  the'following  recon 
t^ions  for  promotion:  Private  T.  V.  Sanford,  company  E, 
commissary  department,  to  the  place  of  second  lieutenant  in  c 
.D,  in  which  there  are  two  vacancies;  private  Schooler^  com 
.* color- bearer,  to  be  made  color-sergeant,  and  private  M^^n^( 
E,  to  be  made  sergeant  in  said  company.  tP^ 

*  Very  respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  M.  MA^ 
»  Colofiel  Forty^seventh  Virginia  reg 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EDMONDS. 

Hbadquajrterb  Thirtt-bighth  Ya^  Yoluntebbs,  > 
Aogast  15,  I86S.  )  ' 

Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton;  A.  A,  Genefpl : 

Sir  :  IlaTing  been  absent  for  some  weeks  after  the  engagement  at 
ffalvejrn  Hill,  Julj  l8t«  1868,  the  last  of  ihe  series  of  battles  around 
Richmond,  on  accoant  of  sickness/  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ng  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  acted  on  that  Qccasion/and  re- 
ipectfully  request  that  it  be  filed  with  the  report  of  the  General  com^ 
nandin?,%s  I  cooeider  the  report  furnished  by  Major  J.  R. .  Cubelf 
ncomplete  in  many  particulars  :  « 

My  regiment  (the  thirty-eighth  Yirginia  volunteers,)  formed  the- 
advance  of  Brigadier  General  L.  A.  Armistead^s  brigade.  General 
luger's  division,  whfch  was  the  leading  brigade  on  that  day.  We 
>roceeded«  cautiously  feeling  our  way,  and  reconnoitering  diligently, 
o  prevent  falling  unexpectedly  upon  the  enemy,  who  might  have  been 
D  ambufth,  in  many  of  the  swamps  and  thick  woods  fronting  Malvern 
Flill.  We  Bo/hi  became  aware  of  his  presence,  when  we  were  formed 
n  the  woods  opposite  to  his  position  and  skirmishers  thrown  out 
Tom  each  regiment  to  feel  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  lean^  some* 
rhat.the  strength  of  his  position  and  numbers,  my  skirmi^^htrs being  \ 
mdor  the  command  of  Mnjor  J.  ,R.  Cabell.  The  skirmishers  soon 
engaged  the  enemy,  each  holding  his  position,  no  orders,  as  yet  •hav- 
ng  been  given  to  advance.  Daring  the  skirmi-^hing,  GeneralArmii-* 
;ead  and  myself  reconnoitered  the  position  of  the  enemy,  from  a  good 
^tand  point,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  stfong  glass,  readily  detected 
lis  presence,  in  force,  and  the  advantages  of  bis  position.  Major 
Sencrals  Magruder  and  Longstrect  came  up  in  turn  and  observed  the 
sDcmy  frcm  the  several  points  to  which  1  conducted  them,  and  left,  • 
perfectly  satisfied,  as  I  supposed,  of  the  impossibility  of  charging 
;hem  from  the  position,  which  our  advance  (Armistead's  brigade)  held, 
mless  supported  by  a  large  amount  of  artillery,  as  General  Magru- 
ler  remarked,  'Mt  would  take  thirty  pieces  of  the  heaviest  calibre." 
Fbis,  I  supposed,  had  been  determined  upon,  as  the' Colonels  com- 
manding the  regiments,  were  immediately  ordered  to  pull  d6wn  Ae 
fencing  in  their  front  preparatory  to  advancing  our  skirmishers,  sup- 
ported by  the  rgimental  reserves,  so  as  to  force  back  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  with  a  view  of  bringing  up  our  artillery.  So  soon  a» 
the  fencing  was  removed,  the  order  waa  given  to  drive  in  the  enemy* 
which  was  being  done  in  the  most  succe^sfal  manner,  when  I  received 
an  order,  or  rath^,  General  Armistead,  with  hat  off  and  arm  uplifted, 
wared  us  to  charge,  where  and  upon  whlit  I  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine. 
It  could  not  have  been  to  support  pur  skirmishers;  they  needed  none, 
for  they  were  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  before  them.  It  could  only 
then  have  been  the  main  position  of  the  enemy  upon  which  we  were 
to  charge.     The  charge  was  Biad«(,mo8t  gallantly,  by  my  regiment,  a. 
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portion  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifty-third  Virginia  regiments, 
the  l^ad  of  their  respective  Colonels,  up  the  hill,  across  the  ext 

plateau,  and  through  the  valley,  until  we  arrived  at  theuhill  u 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  We  were*  here  supported  by  a  G 
regiment,  who  having  charged  under  mistaken  orders,  were  rel 
to  their  original  position  #vith  General  Weight's  brigade.  I 
was  that  my  regiment,  with  a  part  of  the  fourteenth,  under  thi 
mand  of  a  captain,  a  part  of  the  fifty-third,  Colonel  Tomlin,  he 
advanced  ppsrtion  for  three  hours,. awaiting  orders.  Receiving 
I  sent  Major  Cabell  to  General  Armistead,  asking  orders,  wl 
turned  with  instructions  that  we  must* hold  our  position,  and  tl 
inforccments  would  soon  he  at  hand.  I  am  proud  to  say  we  di 
our  position,  through  all  the  storm  of  bullets,  canister,  grape, 
^th  occaEional  shells  from  the  huge  pieces  playing  upon  uf%  fn 
gunboats,  until  we  saw  the  gallant  Wright,  with  hat  off,  and  g 
ing  blade,  leading  his  brigade  across  the  hill,  to  our  support, 
life  was  infused  among  those  wearied  with  watching  and  wi 
Every  man  was  at  his  post,  Ipud  shouts  of  weleome  rent  the  ai 
sprang  to  their  feet,  feeling  certain  of  victory,  with  «uch  a  su 

« Being  the  ranking  Colonel  of  the  brigade,  (Colonel  Hodges 
stunned,  and  having  his  beard  singed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell, 
just  emerging  from  the  woods,)  General  Armistead  b^ng  abs 
gave  the  order  to  charge,  which  was  most  gallantly  performed 
-engaged.  •  Again  leading,  closely  followed  by  Wright's  brigade, 
we  reached  the  musket  range  of  the  enemy's  supports  to  his  aiii 

'  where  the  fire  from  both  became  so  galling,  a  momentary  paus 
sued;^  six  times  was  the  attempt  made  to  charge  the  batteries  b 
regiments  of  Armistead's  brigade,  j^st  mentioned,  and  as  m^ny 
did  they  fail  for  want  of  support  on  the  left,  involving  the  nee 
of  falling  back  a  short  ^Jistance  under  cover  of  the  brow  of  th( 
Every  rnVn  behaved  most!  ngbly  on  that  occasion.  All,  oflBce 
men,  heedless  of  the  deadly  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed,  s 
only  intent  upoii  gaining  the  enemy's  position.     I  have  the  { 

*duty  to  announce  the  loss  of  my  colorsergeant,  L.  P.  II  Ta 
first  color-corporal  C.  Gilbert,  and  private  Parker,  company  1 
fell  upon  the  iieM,  while  bearing  the  colors,  in  advance  of  th( 
ment,  during  the  charges  madci  Color-corporals  Watkins,  Bi 
ton  ari'l  Gregory,  were  severely  wounded,  each  in.  turn,  as 
graspci^  the  colors.  They  were  then  seizod  by  Lieutenant  JC 
Wnutle,  who  was  badly  wounded,  and  compelled  to  retire;  C 
Daniel,  volunteer  oflScer,  commanding  company  F,  then  took 

Sid  he,  too,  fell,  severely  wounded  in  three  places,  and  was 
om  the  field.  I  then  took  theift  for  a  while,  and  when  in  the 
handin;.  them  ovtr  to  the. only  remaining  coloc  guard,  who  c 
the  right  to  carry  them,  th^  staff  was  shattered,  the  flag  falUc 
not  upon  the  ground,  it  was.  caught  by  color-corporal  Williai 
hannon,  who  stuck  it  upon  his  musket,  and  gallantly  bore  it  t 
mainder  of  the  fight.  I  beg  to  mentipn  particularly  all  of  mj 
guard,  as  deserving  the  highest  commendation,  and  would  rccoi 
that  some  distinotive  badge  be  giv«n  them.    I  aUo  desire  to 
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my  dimks  to  Lientenint  Colonel  P.  B.  Whittle,  who  acted  his  part 
most    gallantly,  proving  himself  worthy  of  the  position  he  held — 
daring  all  things,  fearing  noting.     Yolanteer  Captain  R.  T.  Daniel 
performed  every  dnty  in  the  most  creditable  manner.     Thongh  among 
strangera,  bis  deeds  "won  their  confidence  and  respect,  and  attested  hia 
gallantry*     I  observed  him,  particularly  when  waving  the  colors  and 
urging  the  men  forward,  not  a  muscle  or  herve  betraying,  a  want  of. 
^rmness.     Calmness  and  composure  was  expressed  in  every  lineament 
of  his  coun,tenance,  and  there    stood,  like  a  veteran,  until  pierced^ 
three  times  by  the  enemy's  balls.     Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  this  * 
brav9  young  officer,  w^o  thus  showed  hisrwillingneps  to  serve  his  conn* 
try,  and  determination  to  expel  the  enemies  of  her  peace  and  dignity. 
To  the  officers  and  men  of  company  A,  commanded  by  Captain  D.  C. 
Townes;  company   B,   Junior*  Second  Lieut^nifbt  James  Warren; 
company  0,  First  Lieutenant  A.  Anderson ;  company  D,  -First  Lieu- 
tenant N.  D.  PYice ;  company  £,  Captain  T.  M.  Tyree ;  company  F, 
Captain  B.  T.  Daniel;  company  G,  Captain  H.  L.Lee,  and  company 
Ky  Captain  G.  B.  Griggs,  I  return  my  hearty  thanks,  more  partion- 
larly  because  of  their  ready  co-operation  and  willing  obedience  to 
every  order,  and  their  conspicuous  gallantry,  while  urging  forward 
their- men   through  such   destructive  fire.     Major  J. . B.  Cabell  also 
performed  his  duty-  in  a  highly  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner, 
and  behaved  with  coolness,  while  in  charge  of  the  skirmishers  and 
when  sent  for  instructions  to   General  Armstead  at  a  subsequent 
period.     My  adjutant,  A.  G.  Smith,  wa^  always  at  his  post,  and  with 
a  calmness  and  composure,  and  utter,  disregard  of  danger,  peformed 
hia  duty  in  *a  manner  reflecting  the  highest  honor  and  praise.*    The 
other  officers  present  behaved  welL  and  performed  their  duty  like  men. 
liieutenant  I4.  D.  Price,  commanding  company  D/who  fell  mortally 
wounded,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  performed  his  duty,  on  this 
occasion,  as  on  aU  others,  with  marked  coolness  and  bravery.     He 
disd  as  he*  had  lived,  a  bright  and  shining  ornament  to  society  and 
his  church.     He  liveA  a  Christian  ;  he  died  a  hero  and  martyr.     No 
nan  or  officer  fell  on  that  occasion  with  more  honor^  or  deserving 
more  undying  laurels.     My  surgeon,  James  N.  Macalpine,  and  As* 
aistant  Surgeon  T.  W.  White,  are  deserving  the  highest  praise-for 
tbeir  unremitting  attention  to  the  wounded— -the  one  for  the  faithful 
manner  he  followed  his  regiment,  bearing  oif  the  wounded,  amid  the 
leaden  hail ;  the  other  for  the  scientific  and  untiring  manner  lie  per- 
formed his  djities.     Such  was  their  attention  and  assiduty,  that  the, 
wounded  were  moved  from .  the.  field,  their  wounds  dressed  and  cared 
for,  and  all  sent  to  the  hospitals,  in  the  early  morning.    The  one 
teatched  them  from  the  -mouth  of  the  cannon,  the  other  from  the  jaifc- 
of  death.     Each  proved  themaelves  with,  hearts  to  sympathi|8  with 
tho  wounded,  and  hands  ready  and  willing  to  offisr  every  assistance. 
I  am,  air,  very  reqteotfully,  your  d>edient  servant, 

B.  C.  EDMONDS, 
Oohiul  J%irt3f^Mghth  Virginia  r4)Umtetr^ 

m 
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REPORT  OP  M AJOB^.  CABELL. 

Headquarters Thirtt-Eighth  Rboimbnt  Yirginia  Vols.,  > 

July  II,  1862.      $ 

CAptain  J.  D.  Darden» 

A.  A.  General^  Fourth  Brigade,  Huger^s  Division : 

Sir:  I  most'  respectfoiry  submit  the  following  report  of  tlie  p»rt 
taken  by  the  thirty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  in^the  engagement  with 
the  enemy  a*  Malvern  Hill,  July  1, 1862: 

I,  with  fifty  men,  deployed  as  ekirmishers,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
tQ  the  edge  of  the  wood;  to  watch  and  report  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Soen  after  which  1  was  ordered  to  pull  down  the  fence,  snd 
advance  my  lines,  which  was  accordingly  being  done^  when  Colonel 
Edmonds  came  np*wirl}  the  regiment,  in  single  file,  with  orders  to 
charge  the  enemy^  pickets,  and  drive  them  in,  and  hold  the  hill. far 
enough  in  advaii(be  for  our  artillery  to  get  position,  and  play  upon 
the  enemy.  The  charge  was  well  executed  ;  and,  as  the  regiment  came 
up,  I  ordered  my  command  to  join  in  with  it,  and  the  enemy  were 
driven  pell-mell  before  them;  and  we  held  oar  position  from  twelve, 
o'clock,  M.,  until  about  half-past  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  Generals 
Mahone  and  Wright  came  up  with  their  brigades.  The  order  wa^ 
given  to  ehatgo,  which  was  obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity,  the 
thirty-eighth  being  on  the  right,  and  leading  the  charge.  After  get- 
ting in'about  seventy-five  yards  of  ^the  enemy,  they  were  nalted,  and 
commenced  a  terrific  fire,  after  wh^ch'  the  order  was  again  given  to 
charge,  whioh  the  men  did  most  gallnntlj--^attempted  five  separate 
and  distinct  charges^  bi)t  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  tor  the  double 
reason  of  not  being  supported  on  the  left  and  the  b^Rvy  reinforce- 
ments "^coming  up  to  the  support  of  the  enemy  The  regiment  re« 
raaincd  upon  the  advanced  line  until  nightfall,  when  they  w«re  with- 
drawn by  Colonel  lildmonds,  after  all  the  ammunition  had  been 
ezhau8te«l.  The  men  all  ihe  time  displayed  great  individual  coolness, 
courage  and  gallantry,  doing,  during  the  whole  fight,  the  most'terri- 
bio  execution. 

Our  color- sergeant,  L.  H.  P.  Tapley,  to  whom  the   colors  were 

fiyen  upon  the  battle-field  at  Seven  Pines  by  Major  General  D.  H. 
[ill,  which  he  promised  he  would  carry  until  he  fell,  did  not  falsify 
his  word.  He  always  kept  the  coloxs  in  advance — the  last  order 
given  him  being  to  move  slower.  •  The  colors  were  then  taken  euc« 
oAsively  by  color-corporals  Cornelius  Gilbert,  mortally  wounded — 
since  d^d — 0.  C.  Gregory,  John  Buliington  and  L.  D.  Watkins,  all 
severely  wounded.  Private  Churchwell  Parker,  company  F,  then 
took  them,  and  was  almost  instantly  killed.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Whittle  then  took  the  colors,  and  gallantly  bore  them  forward,  when 
he,  too,  whilst  continuallj  in  advanee  of  the  regiment,  was  severely 
wounded,  having  the  larger  bone  in  one  arm1)roken..  Captain  R.  T. 
Daniel,  aidjutant  fifth  Kentucky,  regiment,  })eing  on  fii^lough^  Tolnn- 
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Uered  for  the  figlit,  and  was  Mvigtted  to  tbe  comraand  of  company  F, 

grasped  the  colors,  and  ooolljf  and  c^Itnlj  waving  them,  appeared  not 

to  be  moving  a  muscle,  save  the  motion  of  his  arm.     lie  was  calling 

<m  the  company,  which  he  so  well  commanded,  to  imlly  around  Jthem  ^ 

when  h'e  fell,  pierced  with  three  balls.     As  he  fell,  he  drove  the  staff 

into  the  groand,  still  holding  on  to  it,  nn til  taken  from  him  by  Colo*' 

ael  Edmonds,  in  whose'  hands  the  stsIT  was  soon  after  shot^with  grape, 

«nd  liieritlly  shivered  into  fragments.     The  colors  were  home  £rom 

dielSehl  by  the  only  remaining  color*corporal,  WiHiam  il.  llohannon, 

upon  a  masket,  and,  upon   examination,  we^e  found  to  have   b^en* 

pierced  in  fifty  places.     It  is  with  deep  sorrow  and  profound  regret 

that  I  have  to  report  the  death  of  First  Lieutenant  Napoltjon  D   Price, 

commahdiDg  company  D,  who  tVll,  ehot   through   the  bo^vol:?,  whilst 

gallantly  charging  in  advance  o+'his  compauy,  calling  fin  theui  to.*oJ- 

low  him.'   Ue  was  a  generous,  high-toned,  honorable,  Christian  gen- 

ticman,  and^  I  doubt  not,  is  'now  enjoying  peace  ain<l  heavenly  re^t. 

All  the  officers  of  the  regiment  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  charg- 

*  i'ng,   in   every  instance,   in  advance  of  their  respective  commands. 

Bnch  wa#  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers,  that  Lfeel  that  if  would  be 

doing  injustice   to  mention  one  above   another;*  and   I  ft*el  sure  all 

they  desire  is  th.e  conscioasness  of  having  done  thei*  duty,  which,  I- 

amsure/ali  shovld  feel.     Colonel  Edmonds  and  Colonel  Whittle  may 

•have  some  such  to  report ;  if  so,  they  will  attend  to  it  at  some. future 

day.     The  number' reported  among,  the  non  commissionod  officers  and 

privates  for  individual  gallantry  is  so  farge  that  I  cannot«givc  it  with 

this.'    If,  however,  the  General  desires  it,  I  will  have  a  liat  of  their 

names. made  out  and  forwarded  to  him. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yoCu*  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPy  R.  CABELL, 
Major  commanding  Thirty^J^igMh  Virginick  Ktgiment,   ■ 


MEPORT  ofUhose  who  Didhigu'shed  themsdvts  in  the  Thirty  ^Eighth 
Virginia  Volw^tcers,  at  the  Battle  of  Malvsrn  Hill,  July  1,  18^2 ; 

Company  A. — Captain  Townes  reports  all  of  his  men  as  having 
fought  bravely  and  well,  particularly  private  George  A.  Finch.  . 

Vompamy  B. — Company  comraancUr  absept.  Regimental  com- 
mander reports  all  as  having  fought  bravely.  Sergeant  W.  T.  Atkins, 
and  privates  Green,  Jones,  «fohn  Arthur,  James  Dunn  and  George  J,. 
'Shelton,  as  worthy  of  especial  mfition  ^ 

Company  Q — Lieutenant  Anderson  reports  all  as  having  bebavei 
well — Sergeant  J.  J.  Cassada,  Color-Corporal  William  Bohaniion, 
privates  R.  L.  Sneed,  A.M.  Siippson,  Alexander  Prewett,  Benjajnin 
H.' Lewis,'Eli  J.. Lewis,  specially.  •     '      •    .  .    .', 

i  1  mpany  D.— Lieutenant  Ilerndon  reports  all  as  having  behaved  so 
wel    that  he  cannot.Smake  distinctions  without  doing  injustice. 

(<  mpany  E — Captain  Tyreo  severely  wounded  and  ibsrent.  Liou- 
ten&]ktKtiight,'now  commanding,  reports  all  as  having  fough't  bravel" 
SO       ' 
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except  one  or  two,  ftnd  reports  Sergeant  Miller^  privates  John  T. 
Brown,  John  Davisj  Hillerj  Bolten,  J.  C.  Claytoiiy  Larkin  DaTis,, 
Kilech  and  W.  H.  Howerton,  wounded. 

Compony  F. — Gaptain  R*  T.  Daniel »  commander.  He  is  absent^ 
wounded.  The  regimental  commander  reports  all  as  haying  fought 
well/ except  one  or  two.  He  regards  priTstes  Church  well  Parker  mud 
Daniel  Ho4^ett,  who  were  killed,  and  priratb  Joseph  SSngleton,  as 
worthy  of  special  laention. 

Company  G, — Captain  Lee  reports  the  company  as  having  behsved 
well.  He  desires  te  mention  the  following-named  non-commissioned 
officers  and  j^rivates  as  having  displayed  individual  gallantry :  «Ser- 
geant  H.  H.  Moore,  Corporal  Robert  F.  Maokasey,  privates  W.  W. 
Graves,  Alexander  Gilchrist,  Alexander  Nethery,  R.  D.  Riggins, 
John  D  ^Algood,  Samuel  W.  Growder,'  James  Singleton,  George  T. 
Tucker,  C.  S.  RoflFe  and  Henry  Hoteln. 

tompany  H, — The  regimental  commander  reports  private  Dudley  as 
worthy  of  special  mention.  -       ^ 

'  Company  I, — Captain  W.  W.  Wood  was  severely  shocked  by  a  bomb 
early  in  the  action.  -The  regimental  commander  reports  alllis having 
behaved  well.  ,  . 

Company  K, — ^Captain  Griggs  reports  all*as  having  behaved  so  well 
that  he  cannot  mention  one  above  another  without  doing  injustice 
The  regimental  commander  reports  the  color-sergeant' and  guard  as- 
having  won  for  themselves  immortal  honor,     ft  consisted  of  Sergeant 
li.  P.  H.  Terpicy,  killed,  whilst  gallantly  carrying  the  <$olors  in  ad- . 
vance  of  the  regiment;  Color-Corporals  Cornelius  Gilbert,  mortally 
wounded,  since  dead,  for  the  same  ;  Color-Corporals  L.  D.  Watkins, 
C.  C.  Gregorv  and  John  BuIIington,  for  gsdlantly  bearing  the  colors, 
in  turn,  in  advance  qf  the  regiment.     Color- Corporal  William  Bohan- 
non  behaved  gallantly,  an (1  brought  Qur  colors  from  the  field  upon  a 
musket,  the  staff  having  previously  been  shivered  into  fragments. ' 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  CABELt,      j 
Major  commanding  Thtrty^EigfUh  Virginia  Volunteers,  *' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  • 


REPORT  OP  COLONEL  DESHLER, 


Camp  NEAR  Swift  Creek/ Jizlj  l§,  1862. 

Irigadier  General  W.  fl.  Pendleton,  • 

*  Child' i>f  Artillery,  C.  S.  A.,  in  the  field  I    ',  /'.       '     J 

General;  In  complianpe. with  jour  letter  of  jcsterdaj,  to  Geae- 
&1  HolmeSy  X  en^close,  herewith^  a  report  of  the  number  of  battened 
drving  with  this  division : 

Ypu  will  notice  ijn  tke  column  of  remarks  opposite  to  Graham^s  bai^ 
sry,  that'th at  battery  lost  two  guus  (one  rifled  Parrott  an^foue  six- 
sunder)  near  Malvern  ClifF^  an  the  30th  Juqe,  though  the  batters 
aa  not  directly  in  action.  m  - 

AVhile  the  division  was  in  position  ue/tr  JSTew  Xlarkct^,  on  the  after- 
oon  of  the  SUth,  ][  received  directions  from  General  Holmes,*  ti>  take* 
ix  rifle  gund  and  go  to  a  position  down  tbe  road,  towards  Milvera 
liff,  to  be  shown  to  me  by  Captain  Meade,  enginer  corps,  aod  there* 
>  open  upon  the  enemy.  Accordingly,  I  proceeded  with' six  rifle 
unsy  taken  by  sections,  from  Brem's,  Branch's^  and  French's  batte* 
les,  with  the  thirtietif  Virginia  as  a  suppqjt,  ooWd  the  road  towards 
le  enemy's  position  (fti  Malvern  Cliff.  Captain' Meade  aceompanied 
le,  and  designated  two  points  as  practicable  for  establishing  a  bat- 
)r^.  Upon  consultation  with  him,  and  also  Major  Stevens,  e^gi^ 
eers,  I  selected  a  position,. and,  after  great  diflBcuIty  succeeded  in 
etting  five  guns  in  battery.  This  difficiilty  was  caused  by  a  heavy 
rowth  of  forest  timber,  and  much  undePbrush.  In  on!or  to  ^et  the 
uns  in  .position  it  was  necessary  to  leave  the  road,  and  ^  for  some 
LStance  through  a  thick  wood.  In  the  meantime,  wliibt  I  was  tliud 
scupied,  General  Holmes  had  brought  his  divisi(»  down  the  road^  to 
ipport  this  advancedj[)attery.  Being  in  front  mjself,  Lsaw  nutliing 
■  tjje  batteries  until  ten,  P.  M.,  of  that  mght,  so  Ctiat  the  facets  I  nu.v 
ive  you  relative  to  the  loss  of  these  guns,  are  from  the  evidence  of 
;hers  and  not  from  my  own  personal  observation.    , 

As  ftoon  as  I  had  the  rifle  gun  battery  in  position,  and  received 
ord  from  General  Uolmes  that  the  infiintry  were  in  pc»:^ition  tu  aup- 
>rt  me,'I  opened  fire.  The.  enemy  immediately  responded  with  a 
;ry  large  battery,  or  *rather  a  number  of  batteritM,  situated  on  a 
)mmanding  cliff  or  hill.  Their  guns  occupied  slich  an  extent  of 
round,  that  it  gav^^^tHem  almost  a  crossfire  upon  me.  I^  wai^  jtnpoif- 
ble  to  tell  acc\itately,  the  number  oC  pieces  xhat*they  had  iu  battery  ; 
tried  to  count  them,  but  could  not  do  so,  as  they  made  such  &  smoke 
lat  I  could  notsee  their  line  clearly.  I  judged  that  they  had  twenty- 
ire  to  thirty  pieces  playing  upon  my  battery.  Beuig  so  much  s'u- 
3rior  tome  in  me^al;  after  about  an  hour's  firing,  they  had  pretty 
ell  disabled  my  battery,  so  many  men  being  wounded  that  Jhe  guns 
)uld  not  be  properly  served,  and  it  being  necessary  to  disable  the 
kisaona  in  order  to  supply  the  pieces  with  horsef .     One  a^lwo  liphera^i  a 
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and  caissons  'vv'ere  blown  up.  Under  these  ciroumstances^  Foeased  fii 
ai^d  withdrew  my  pieces.  None  of  the  guns^or  caissons  u>hich  fM 
action  ioei^elbstj  but;  £^8  I  afterwards  learn.edy  unfortunately,  the  res 
•batteries  were  so  situated  that  the  enemy's  shell  and  shot,  which  pi 
over  my  battery,  fell  amongst  them  ;  in  addition,  they  were  exf 
^  to  a  heavy  cross  fire  from  gunboats  in  James  river.  At  this  t 
there  appears  to  ha^e  been  very  bad  conduct  on  the  part  of  son 
the  artillery.  Graham's  battery  seems  to  have  completely  stampt 
the  pieces  and  caissons  got  en  tanked  amongst  the  trees,  and  some  oi 
drivers  cijt  their  traces  and  ran  off  upon  thO' horses;  the  whole  t 
resulting  in  the  loss  of  twp  guns  and  three  caissons.  Of  all  tb 
was  totally  ignorant  uptil  about  nine  er  ten  o'clock  at  night.  < 
tain  Graham  by  that  time  had  succeeded  in  collecting  some  ol 
horaes  and  men..  Invent  back  with  him,  and  endeavored  to  recove 
guns  and  caissons.  One  caisson  was  recovered,  being  near  the  i 
The  remamiag^carribges  it  was  found  impossible  to  find,  owing  tc 
•(JarTmeas  and  the  pieces  being*  off  the  ruid  in  a  thick  wood.  Caj 
Graham  went  back  in  the  morning,  but  reported  thai  the  ene 
pickets  had  possession  of  the  ground.  He  went  again  after  th« 
'iiiiy  had  evacuted  their  position  on'  Malvern  Hill,*but  found  tha 
guns  had  been  taken  off;  he  thinks  they  were  taken  into  Richm 
under  the  supposition^that  they  had  been  ab^doned  by  the  enc 
upon  tKis  point  I  cannot  %ven  give  an  opinion.  ,This  whole  mi 
^ill  be  made  the  subject  of  inve«tigation,  as  General  Holmes  hm 
dered  charges  to  be  preferred  against  the  oftcers  upon  whom,  at 
seat,  the  responsibility  appears  to  rest. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  turn  from  the  relation  of 'these  morl 
ing  circumstances  in  order  tp  call  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
partment  the  gallanttconduct  of  the  rfew  officers  and  men  who  i 
under  my  immediate  comm?>nd,  at  the  rifle  battery.  Captain  Bra 
first  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  French's  battery,  and  'first  Lieute 
Ccdtman,  of  BremC  battery,  served  their  pieces  themselves,  and 
{iver^hing  that  me^  could  do  to  encourage  theft  men,  and  make  t 
lire  effective,  under  a  very  hot  fire,  from  a  much  larger  number  oi 
euemy's  guns.  . Lieutenant  *Goofer  was  wounded  severely,  but 
cUned  to  leave  the  field,  until  positively  ordered  to  go  to  the  surgi 
After  he  was  disabled  Sergeants  Jesse  Newton  and  George  Nei 
had  (Jharge  of  the  two  pieces,  and  adted  very  gallantly.  Other  c 
of  .individual  good  conduct  I  witnessed,' but  cannot  giver  names,  ae 
men' were  mostly. strangers  to  me.  * 

Several  of  the  batteries  are  much  in  need  oLmcn;  there  is  a  { 
deal  of  sickness  amongst  them,  though  generally %ot  of  a  serious 
tnre,  J  have  directed  the-  captains  of  batteries,  inPneeclof  mei 
writ^  the  officers  in  charge  of  conscripts  of  their  respective  States, 
ask  them  to  forward  the  number  of  conscripts  necessary  to  fil 
their  batteries. 

General  Holbies  has  recommended *that  Cohooi's  battalion,  wl 
has  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  effectiviQ  men,  partly  f 
Virginia  and  partly  from  North  Carolina,  be  disbandis^d  as  ap  infai 
hattcilion,  and  the  mem  assi^ed  to  the  batteries  of  thi^  diviai<Ai. 


46? 

If  hia  recoifmendatioti  8h<mld  be  complied  with,  this  number  woald^ 
Just  about  sapply.  us.  ^     '        .    * 

very  reBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  DBSHLER, 
'     •  CkJmelandChief  of  Artillery,  dep'i  N.  C.  . 
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%EPORT  OF  COLONEL  BARNES. 


#  Hbadquartei^  Twelfth  Regimcnt  S.  C.  V., 

Laurel  IIiU,J\i\y]7,  I8UI. 

Csptain  A:  C.  Ha^kgll,  A.  A,  Gene/cd: 

Sir  :'In  obedience  to  orders  fromi  brigade  headqnartera,  I  (Submit 
the  following  report  of  the  parrt  performed  by  the  twelfth  regiment, 
in  the  lat«  battles  before  Richmoi\d :  •  •    -  . 

On  the  26th  ultimo,  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  crossed  the  Chicka. 
hominy  near  the  Central  railroad,  having  bivouacked  the  night  pre- 
ticAb,  Bome  five  miles  below  that  point  on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road. 
Immediately  after  c^^ossing,  we  turned  in  the  diroctiou  of  Mechanics- 
▼ille.  I  had  not  advanced  far  before  we  came  under  the  shells  of  the 
enemy  who  had  been  attacked  by  the  advanccfl  forces  of  our  division. 
We  continued  our  march  until  we  came  within  a  half  or  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  from, the  point  at  which  the  battle  was  progres'^ing,  formed 
in  line  of  battle  in  a  flat  where  we  were  enabled  to  protect  ourselves 
from  the  shells  and  shot  of  the  enemy  by  lyi^rg  on  the  ground.  In 
this  position  we  remained  during  the  night,  b^ng  annoyed  considera- 
bly by  the  shells,  until  a  short  time  before  dark,  when  the  firing 
ceased.  With  the  exception  ©f  one  man,  who  was' very  slightly  in- 
jured*by  a  piebo  of  shelly'  we  escaped  unhurt.  ,  ♦'    ' 

Early  the  next  iBorning  ^e  marched  across  the  Mechanicsville  turn- 
pike TOf^  in  tne  direction  of  Beaver  Dam  creek.  Arriving  withii; 
half  a  oiile  of  tha^streara  we 'halted,  formed  line  of  battle  and  sent 
forward  compan;^  B/ Captain  Midler,  as  skirmishers.  Wc  were  ther: 
ordered  by  General  Gregg,  to  cross  the  stream  and  occupy  the  hilU 
beyond.  This  order  was  promptly  executed,  'and  without  much  re- 
sistance^ except  from  Scattering  shots  from  the. pickets  of  the  enemy, 
who  fled  ka  we  advanced.  We  were  now  in  full  view  of  deserted 
€am*^8  aild  buriiing  fires  in  front.  We  immediately  continued  our 
march,  and  about  half  a  mile  further  wo  entered  .a  piece  of  woods 
where  a  large*heap  of  commissary  and^other  stores  were  or  fire  ;  but 
th^  quantity  of  Jcnapsacks,  oil-cloths,  and  other  articles  scattered 
thi*ough*the  woods,  and  along  the  roads,  gave  unmisuikable  evidence 
•    that  the  enemy  had  left  bis  camp  .in  great  haste. 

Here  we  halted  a  shopt  time,  when  General  Gregg  carpe  up  and 
ordered  the  regiment  to  be  -formed  in'  colttftin  of  compiuies,  and  to 'ad- 
vance in  that  order.  •Just  t^  this  moment  1  was  tokl  that  the  enemy 
had  been  seen  on  our  left;  This  fact  I  communiciitcd  to  the  General, 
when  he  ordered  the  two  left  companies  to  be  sent  in  that  direction 
to  reconnoitre.  Immediately  company  B,  Captain  Millerjand  com* 
,  pany  K,  Captain  Neville,  were  sent,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Jones,  The  regiment  now  moved  off  in  columns, and  soon  arrived 
At  a  chureh^  wher«we  met  with  General  Jackson's  CQmmand,  or  " 


portion  of  it.     We  remained  hpre  a  short  time,  daring  whioh,  the  tw^ 
'conipnniea  sent  o\*t  to  recoiinoitre   on  our  left  sent  in  nine  prisooers, 
and  ^Oon^fter  came  themselvefl^  .bringing  eight  morij^making  seven- 
teen in  all  captuied.    We  continued  the  march  without  further  resist- 
ance until  we  arrived  in   the  vicinity  olf  Gaines'   Mill,  on.  Powhite 
creek.     Hero,  the  enemy  making  demonstrations  of  resistyice,   the 
regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  company  B,  Captain  Miller, 
tbrown  for\^ard  as^kirmisbcrs.     A  spirited  attac)^  being  made  by  the 
skirmishers,  and  at  the  same  time  a  few  shells  being  thrown  from  one 
of  our  batteries,  the  enemy  were  soon  put  to  flight,  making  towards  .a 
pine  thicket  beyond  ^he  creek.     Advancing  to  the  creek  we  found  the 
brid^'e  torn  up;  the  roqiiment  w^as-oidered  to  cross  on  the  dam^  and 
after  crossing  to  wait  for  orders.     In  a  short  time  the  bridge-  was  re^ 
paired  so  as  to 'enable  the  whole  command  to  cross.     The  regiment 
was  then  formed  in  line,  and  throwing  foVward  company  A,  Lieutenant 
Parker,  and  company  D,  Captain   Vcnlandigham,  as  skiruiibherg^  we 
advanced  at.double-(juiok  towards  the  pine  thicket,  the  enemy,  as  be^ 
fore,  firing    an<\   retiring   before    us.     In  this  advance  private  N,  S. 
Camp,    company    A,  was  killed.      Continuing    the    purauit.  we  sooa 
came  in  sight  of  the  enemy  in  force,  at  Gold  Harbor.     Inafew  mo- 
ments a  "fl^lit  comgivnced  between  our  ariillyery  and  that  of  the  eneiQy. 
The'  ghell   fn  m  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  soon   began  to  fall  thick 
and   fajjt  .around  us,   ajid    takino:  the  doul^le  quick,  we. advanced  to  a 
brBnch  in  front  of  uh,  lind  fowafds  the  enemy,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
sln-11';  crossing  this  briinch  we  came  to  a  halt  for  nearly  two  hoar&. 
pudng  the  halt,  by  oider  of  the  General.  I   sent  company  F,  Cap* 
taiii  McMetkin,  and  company  H,  Captain  Erwin,  in-advanco,  toVat^h 
the^thov^ments  of  the  enemy,  and  afterwards  rejii^eved  them  by  cem- 
pany  D,  Captain  B«»okter,  and  con.pany  G,  Captain  Girvin.     In  the 
perfoHuance  of  this  duty,  company  F  and   compalty  D  had  f  Jkch  two 
.mon  wounded.'  ^  •  •      - 

A!. out  five  o*clock,  P.  M.f,  ns  near  as  I  can  guess,  the  twelfth  and 
fit  St  regiments  were  formed  in  line — the  twelfth  having  only  eight 
cotupanies,  the  two  sent  in  advance  to  watch- the  movements  of  the 
enemy  not  having  been  cnllod  in.  My  understanding  of  the  order 
was  that  we  were  to  make  the  attack  on  the  enemy*  The'iJeneral, 
himself,  givrtig  the  order  to  march,  we  moved  oflF  up  the  hill,  through 
the  pines,  and,  on  rcuching  the  open  field  above  the  twelfth  regimen^ 
continued  the  march  across  this  fitld  towards  a  branch  or  hollow,  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  in  f)ont  of  us,  where  the  enemy  wei'e  knewn 
to  be.  We  did  not  advance, 'however,  more  tflan  one  hundred  yards, 
before  a  battery  (the  position  of  which  I  was^not  before  aware  of)  sit- 
uated in  a' piece  of  woods  about  three'  or  four  hundred  yards  to;  my 
right,  poured  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  giape  shft  upon  us,  wo^undiog 
and  stunning  five  or  six  men  in  the  fi;*st  volley.  I  now  discovered 
that  the  fir^t  regiment  ha'd  halted  at  the. edge  of  the  pfne  thicket,  and 
saw  at  once  that  to  attempt  to  reach  the  hollow  under  this  fire,  and 
then  encounter  the  enemy  theie,  or  to  change  front  and  march  alone 
against  the  battery,  would  be  to  sacrifice  the  regiment,  with  little  or 
no  damage  to  the  enemy.  This  b^ing  the  situation  o^  the  regiment, 
•  *  # 
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I  imniedifttely  marched,  by  tk«  Ie(€  flaak^  down  t)ie  hill  to  the  bnneh^ 
inrned  and  marched  ap  thd  branch,  throogh  a  dense'Xbicket,  and  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  shtll  and  shot,  nntil  I  got  opposite  the  pine*  thicket 
throagb  wfaioh  I.had  gone  before  entering. the^open  field.  We  were 
DOW  out  of:  range  of  the  artillery,  and  here  l^ormed  the  regiment  in 
line  aa  sooa  as  I  could,' being  joined  by  the  two  oompanies  who  were 
out  reeonnoitering  th&  mo?ements  of  the  enemy,  when  we  commenced 
thead?anco.  The  regimebt  was  now  marched  in  line  thirongJi  the 
pinee  up  to  the. edge  of  the  open  field,  and  'took  position  on  the  left 
of  the  first  regi^]ent..  « 

Scarcely  had  we  gor  into  position  before  a  ^^eatly  superior  force 
appeared  in  front  of  us,  and  an  engagement  immediately  ensued,  be« 
ing  eommenced  by  us;  We  held  our  position  obstinately  for  a  time, 
but  in  CQUseqttence  of  overwhelming  numbers,  we*  were  driven  back 
a  short  dist&nce,  suffering  seriously  in  killed  and  wounded.  Although 
our  nl^mbera  were  much  reduced,  and  our  line  somewhat  broken,  the. 
greater  portion  of  the  Isommand  was  soon  rallied,  and  recovered  our 
former  position  at  the  edge  of  the  open  ground.  Again  we  poured  a 
vigorous  fire  into  the  enemy,  and  maintained  our  position  for  some 
time ;  but  owing  to  the  great  disparity  of  number;,  we  were  again 

*  forced  back,  sustaining  a  heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men.     Tho  entire, 
command  by  this  time  was  w^l  nigh  exhausted  and  greatly  reduced. 

^I  myself,  from  exhaustion  and  Mm  a  wound  which'  I  received  in  the 
thigh,  causing  considerable  pain,  was  unable  to  tfte  further  com- 
mand. 1  amr  not  able,  of  my  own  knowledge,  to  say  what  part  an/ 
portion  of  the  command  took  in  the  fight  after  this  time ;  yet,  from 
reliabl^  information,  I  am  tnlly  convinced  that  sob^^  did  fall  in  with 
other  commands  and  continued  the  fight  after  this  time.  Captain 
Bookter,*wjth  Lieutenant  Talley,  and  others  of  his  company,  joined 
an  Alabama  regiment,*  commanded  by  Oanty^  and  while  with  this  reg- 
iment. Captain.  Bookter,  and  aeveral  of  his  men,  were  wounded.  The 
conduct  of  the  command,  as  a  whole,  was  gallant  and  commendable.  . 
We  had,  «hen  we  left  Mechanicsville,  about  four  hundred  and  thirty 
muskets,  ihcluding  many  who  were  ii^disposed.  Taking  from  this 
Dumber  those  who  tired  out  during  the  march  of  the  day,  I  am  surd 
that  we  did  not  ca^y  more  than  four  hundred,  if  that,  into«the  fight. 
The  casualties,  a  list  of  which  accompanies  this  report,  are,  seventeen 
killed,  and  one  hiindred  and  forty-eight  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  killed,  was  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  DeIany,*commanding  company 
B.  He  was  killed  m  the  ^rst  conflict,  at  the  edge  of  the.ptine  thicket. 
By  his  death;  ^e  regiment,  the  ^tate,  and  the  X)onfederacj,  has  been 
deprived  of  an  ofiicei^  of  intelligence  and  great  gallantry.  ^  Among^ 
the  wounded  are  some  of  our  most  v-al'uable  officers,  to-wit :  Captain 
Yonlandighatn  MeiNXeekin,.  Bookter.  and  Miller.  Captains  Vonlan- 
digham  and  McMeekia.  were  wounded  at  the  lU'st  stand  we  made  at 
die  edge  of  the  pine^hicket.  .  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  place  Cap- 
tain Miller  was  wounded,  he  having  been  absent  ever^smce.  Captain 
Bookter,  as  before  stated,  was  wotinded' after  joining  an  Alabama 
regiment?  late  in  the  evening.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the 
Iroands  of  Captains  Bookter^  McMeekiu  and  Miller^  are  such  as  to 
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render  the  losa  of  il^eir  semees  onlj  temporarj  ;  bat  even  thiB  will 
\>e  serioaBl;  felt  by  th6  regiment.  Tke  troond  of  Captain  Vonlan- 
digham*  was  such  ag  to  jeqaire  tbe  i^mpatation  of  the  left  leg.  His 
loss  will  be  seriously  felt  in  the  regiment,  and  to  his  company,  it  will 
be  irreparable.  ^         • 

Passing  by  all  the  details  of  the  pursuit,  I  oome  now  to  the  fiyht  of 
Monday  evening,  5()th  June.  .  About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  arrived 
iiittbe  vicinity  iof  the  enemy;  halted  and  Stacked  arms  in  a  piece  oi 
#ood  to  the  fight  of  the*road.  The  fight  soon  commenced  in  front 
of  eus.  and  about  half  past  six  o'clock,  the  regjment^  of  the  brigade  . 
wer6  fortqed  in  line  yid  matched  by  the  rig^t  flank  above  one  mile 
yokd  a  q barter,  to  a  point  near  where  the  fight  was  progressing.  On 
arriving  at  this  point'  we  were  halted,  add  the  regiments  were  formed 
in  column  of  companies,  thetwelft  being  third  in  order*  About  sun- 
down, the  twc^lfth  was  ordered  to  form  line  to  the  front.  '  Tbis  being 

.  done,  we  were  ordered  to  march  through  the  thicket  and  take  position 
in  rear  as  a  support  to  the  fourteenth,  which  had  been  previously  eent 
ii\to  the  fight.  I  matched  a  short  distance .  through  the  thicket  and 
came  upon  the  first  fegitnent,  lying  dowii.  Halting,  therefore,  a  few 
seconds^to  makci^ome  enquiry  abont  the  position  of  the  fojurteenth, 
I  gave  »the  coi»mand,  ^'^eft  face,"  marched  around  the  left  of  the  • 
first  regrmtnt,'  then  marohed  to  the  frof^t  and  tookf position  about  tw& 
i>r  three  hundred 'yards  in  rear  of  the  firing,  with  my  right  fluk  a' 
shortdistance  ffom/  and  nearly  opposite,  the  centre  of  the  line  of  the 
l&fst  regiinent  and  perpendicular  to  it,  and  made  the  menliedown,  in 
order  to  protect  them  from  the  bullets  which  were ,  flying  faat  and 
thick  over  and  about  us.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  me  close 
of  the  fight,  about  haif  past  eight.  P.,  ^.,  having  seyen  men  wounded 
at  this  place.'  Colonel  McQowan  now  brought  out  his  coinniand,  (the 
fourteenth,)  and  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  ]l>ivouaoked.  About 
ten  or  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the  General  himsrif  came  to  us  and 

^  ordered  us  to  return  in  the  morning  to  the  place  we  had  left  in  the 
evening.  This  we  did,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  about  sis 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  Tuesday,  Jst  July.  We  were  then  marfthed  up  the 
Voad  about  two  miles,  passing  tke  bat.tle  ground  of  the  previous  day, 
and  were«there  halted.  In  a  very  short  time  the  battle  of  the  let  of 
July  began,  and  progi'essed  fiercely  in  front  of  us  and*  on  the  right 
wing  of  the  enemy.  The  firing  of  the  enemy  soon  riackefled  on  his 
right,  but  was  taken  up  fiercelv  ^long  his  line  towards  his  centre  and  . 
left,  and  we^were  marched  back  about  half  a  mile,*  halted  and  faced 
to.  the  front.  General  Gtill  came  up  and  ordered  the  twelfth  and  four- 
teenth to  remain  in  that  position,  and  watch  towards  the  enemy.  *Here 

'we  remained,  until  the  close  of  the  fight,  without  participating'  in  the 
engagement.  I  close  this  report  by  ackno\{ledging  the  cordial  and  effi- 
cient assistance  rendered  me  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Cad.  Jones,  this  only 
field  officer  I  bad,  and  also  by  bearing.  testim(Hiy  to  the  faithful  dis- 
charge, by  Dr.'  J.  Ford  Prieleau,  Surgeon,,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Keith, 
Assistant  Sitrgeon,  of  their  arduous  duties. .  * 

I  have  thd  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

^D.  £ABN£S,  ahnel,  commaodmg  I2th  re^^t. 


KEPORT  OF  COLONEL  MALLORT, 

HeAIJ^UARTBES   FlVTYrFIFTH   VlR^QINIA   YoLUNTBAS,  > 

•  ■  July  14,  I86«:  5 

i^£tMn  O.  F.^Harrison,  .   • 

***'"      A:  -4.  fik,  FiT$t  Brigade^  Light  Division : 

Captaiit  :   \  have  the  honor  (o  submit  tin  folUiriiiff  report  of  my 
regiment  in  the  recent  engsgeiintets  before  Bichipoiid: 

On  the  night  of  WednesdBj.  Jane  S5th,  the  regiai<yit  was  on  picket 
ncTar  the  Little.  Meadow  Brid/es.  *  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Thurs* 
day,  June  26tb;  it  being  reported  tliat  the  enemy's  pickets  had  been 
withdrawn^  I  immediately  took  possassioo  of.  the  bridge  which  Jie  had 
held'.  Our  brigade  being  in  advance,  was  soon  ordered  to  cross.  The 
fortieth  Virginia  crossed  first,  followed  by  the  fifty-fifth  Virginia  and 
the  other  regiments  composing  the  brigade.  A  mile  or  more  beyond 
the  swamp,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  4)attle  aoroja  the  road 
where  the  first  prisoner  was  taken-'by  Copt.  Aiexander's^mpany,  It 
waa  here  that  we  received  a  few  shots  from  the  enemy's  picfaets,  which 
retreated*  in  haste.  •  Turning  to  the  right,  we  rain-ched  Tn'  the  direo- 
^on  of  Meehanicsville.  About  half  a  mile  from  Mechanic|viIIe  dar 
line  of  battle  was  ag^in* formed  on  the  right  of-theTosd,  slip^orted 
by  the  aixtteth  Virgina,  Colonel^ iStarke  commanding— Iho  fortieth  * 
Virginia  on  the  left^  supported  l>y  the  .forty •seventh  Virginia  regr* 
ment  and'second  Virginia  battalion.  We. advanced  upon  Meehanioa* 
viile,  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  three  of  the  enemy's  batleiea* 
After  advaitfinga  short  dis'tanee  beyond  the  village  our  line  of  battle 
was  changed  to  the  left,  facing  the  kdteries.  We  advanced  some  six* 
hundred. yards  in  the  direltion  of  the  right  battery,  when,  not  wish* 
ing  to  be  separated  from  the  remaindelr  of  the  brigv^cte,  it  becamk 
necessary  to  cross  the  field  tp  the  left^  the  left  of  the  brigsde  being 
nt  this  time  under  cover  of  the  woods.  This  tras  done  by  marching 
oliliquely  across  the  field,  approaohiiig.  the  battery  as  we  neared  the 
woods  to  prevent  ttfbir  gelting  our  range.  Before  entering  the  wooda 
the  r^gtm^nt  was  hatted  just  below  the  brow  of  a  slight  hill  and  the 
men^ordered  .to  lie  down  to  protect  them  from  the  shell,  grape,  and 
canister,  which  were  biting  used  with  great  effect.  .Our.  biigade  waa 
then  ord^ed  to  advance.  We  moved  forward  a  few  huiylred  yards, 
under  very  (lelvy  fire  and  <^tered  -a  wood  •  which  we  attempted  to 
(charge  (hrough.  But  the  undergrowth  being  very  thiok  and  finding 
i^nother  brigade  in  front  of  us,  our  men  'became  scattered,  many  of 
them  mfxing  in  with  this  brigade,  \  ordered  a  halt,  but  finding  it  iin^  . 
possible  to'form'  th%  Vegijneht  fn  suoh  a  plaice,  I  directed  the  men  to. 
'tfil  back  to  the^Mfftfof^the  woode  trnd  reform.*^-  This  was  done  in  verjt 
^ood'drder.  Sy^is  fim^  it:  waa  q'uitiedark>  and  my  mto*  being,  very 
uu(s)i  exhausted,  I  fell  back  aboilt  a  hundred  yards,  over  a  hill,  where 
ne  rejoined  the  brigade  and  rented  for  the  night.^n  this  engagement' 
ny  loss  waa  very  heavy,  being  greater  than  that  of  both  the  others* 
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Captaift  William  L.  Brook,  company  K,  was  killed  wliile  g&irantl^ 
leading  hiB  company,  end  both  of  his  lieatenanta  voanded.  His 
company  was  on  the  left  of  the  colors,  and  suffered  more  than  any 
other..  -  Captain  Street,  and  Lieutenants  Bpughan  Kerr  and  Goodrich 

^  were  u-t^unded  in  this  cft^gagemeat,  besides  a  numttr  of  men.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  on  f  riday,  June  27th,  the  regiment  Was'  fo^m^  with 
the  brigade  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Gaines'  1MUI1»  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Christian  c^ommanding.  After  passing  a  short  distance  be- 
yond the  mill,  the  brigade  was  forn^ed  in  line  of  battle  to  support 
General  Anderson's  brigade,  who  w^re  •  orderidi  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  front.  We*  advanced  tO'hi^  support  until  we  found  die 'brigade 
halted  in  a  8ma\)  />rchard  in  an  open  space  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
battery..  This  brigade  finally  brok^  and  ran  through  ours,  throwing 
it  into  some  confusion.^  We,  however,  did  not  retire  until  ordered 
by  G^eral  Field,  to  ''fall  back  in  order."     This  was  not  vefy  well 

.  executed  ;  but  a  portion  of  the  regiment  was  immediately  r4illie3  by 
Colonel  Chfistian,  and  remained  with  him  during  the  remainder  of 
the  evening,  doing  good  service.  In  this  engagement,  .Lieutenants 
Mirnn  and  Garnett  were  killed,  and  lieutenant  Brockenbrough  and 
two' or  three  color-bearers,  wounded:  On  Sunday,  June  29th;  we  . 
marched  from  Gaines'  Mill  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 
Monday  ifioi^ing,  we  marched  a  few  miles  and  were  halt'ed  in  the 
woods  u^til  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  wheh  we  were  ordered,  with 
the  brlg«lde,  to  go  to- the  support  of  General  £^mper.  We  marched 
at  a  double-quick,  when  we  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  the  sixtieth  Virginia  on  our  left.  We  advanced 
through  the  waods  until  we  came  to  the  brow  of  a  bill,  where,  was  a 
battery  recently  taken  from  the  enemy.  The  brigade  which  had  taken  1 
it  had  disappeared,  and  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  withii^  a  few  yards 
*of  the  battery.  We  halted,  fired  a  few  volleys,  and  charged,  driving 
the  enemy  about  a  mile  into  the  woods,  whf  n  welialted  to  reforBi»  and 
finding  that  the  e^emy  were  about  to  flank  us,  we  fell  back  to  the 
edge  of  the  woods,,  where  we  remained  until  the  firing  had  ceased. 
The  regiment  was' ordered  to  remain  at  this  point  until  the  captured  , 
battery  could  be  taken  off,  when  w«  marched*  back  across  the  fiefd. 
and  bivouacked  for  the  <aight.  In  this  enpigemelt,  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Christian  was  seriously  wounded,  Alajor  Burke  and  Captain 
Wright,  killed,  anil  Lieutenants  Hall  and  Blair,  and  Adjutant  ^il-    ' 

•  liams,  wounded. .  The  regiment  was  in  readiness  to  participate  in  the* 
engagemen4  of  Tuesday,  July  Ist;  but  was  not  actively 'engaged. 
The  officers  and  men  who  remained  with  the  regiment,  Acted  well ;  but 
many  of  them,  who  had  been  on  thcf  sick  list  previously,  and  ijere  just   I 
Teturned  to  duty  when  welstarted,  bein^  weak, 'were  compelled  to  fall   ' 

,  out  diiring  the  march.  ,  *  *  ' 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  commanding  to  the 
following  named  officers^for  coolness  under  fire,  and  the  efficient  man- 
*ner  in  whichAhey  performed  their  duties  :  Lieliten At  Colonel  Chris-  I 
tian,  who  fell  mrrtally  wounded  in  the  charge  of  the  30th  ;  Adjust 
Williams,  Captain  !|^ un tie roy.  Captain  Saunders,  Captain  Rice,  Uap* 
tain  Boy»  Captain  jitt.  Captain  Healy,  Captain  Lawson,  and  Captain 
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Alexander^  and  Lieatenants  Brockenbtough,  Roane^  Beynolds, 
DJVifl,  Heal  J  and  Street ;  particuiarlj  Cap^ia  Fauntieroj  and  Lieu- 
tenants Brockenbrongh  and  Boane.  *  '  • 

TheGenerara  attei^ion  is  also  called  to  the  following  named  non- 
commissioned offidirs  and  primtes :  Sergeant-«iajor  Mallory;^ 'Color- 
sergeant  Fauntleroy ;  Corporal  Micon,  company  A ;  private  Nichol- 
son, company  G,  and  Costenbader,  company  ES 

The  following  are  names  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri« 
vates  honorably  mentioned  by  their' Captai^^ : 

Company  A  — Privates  Riiffin  Starke,  E.  T.  Smith,  Robert  Carter, 
R.  U.  Dunmead,  A.  F.  Allen.  .*  -^      * 

•    Company  C. — Private  Thomas  Thurston.  *        • 

Company  D  — Privates  Archibald  Brooks;  G.  E?  Minor,  Reuben 
L.  Dyke,  (r.  Shackleford  and  Burwell  Mitchell. 

Company  G. — .William  T.  Garrettes,  J.  W.  Carter,  R.  S,  Bnrch, 
T.ll.  George,  A.  W.  Hundley,  W»  C.  Wayne,  and  E.  D.  Monday. 

Company  H — Privates  A..E  Vaughan,  G.  W.  Vaoghan,  N. 
Mason,  E.  Clagville,  arid  J.  B.  Trader.  -  Corporal  Stilf  fought  through 
ill  the  battles  with  a  sick  leave  injiis  pocket.       .     '  • 

Compahy  I. — William  T.  Cowan,  James  Yates,  B.  Todd,  and  V. 
H.  Fauntleroy.  ^ 

Company  M  — Sergeants  Bullock  and  Mofris ;  Privates  James  W. 
Smith,  R.  0.  J^erry,  ilcGary  Buri^ess,  BKinton  Hiimphteys,  Johnson 
Xewton,  S.  Rice,  and  Goodrich.  Sergeant  Robinson,  company*  lij, 
ictedvell.  .         .  .  . 

The  Aggregate  loss  is  as  follows  :  Killed,  22  ;  wounded,  1)4  ;  miss- 
'Dg,  3.  .../•- 

I  I  am  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  MALLORY, 
•  Colonel^  commanding  both  Virginia. 


•       .  •  *  ■  .        •  • 
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'      REPORT  OF  LIEtTEN ANT  COLONEL.  BARBER. 

'  Uead'qvs  Tbirt^  Seventh  Regiment  N.  §|arolina  Troops, 
•  •  •        '.  •  July  18,  186«. 

GENERAL :  The  thirtj-seventli  regiment  left  its  camp  on  tte  35tb  ' 
Jane^  pursuant  to  orders,  with  the  other  regimc^^ts  composing  your 
brigade,  and  on  the  26th,  crossed  the  Chickahominj.  On  *the  even- 
ing of  the  26th,  my  cdlnmand  reached  Mechanicsville,  and  was  ex* 
posed  to  a  severe  arlillerjr.  fire^,  which  woudded,  severely,  several  men 
^nd  two  officers;  but  thtf  regiment  was  not  otherwise* engaged.  On 
the  evening  of  tbb  27th,.  we  reached  Cold  Harbor,  and  my  ccmmand  ^ 
was  ordered  into  action.  If ot  knowita^  the  position  of  the  enemy,  '^e 
moved  up  the  road  some  two  hundred  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  deaAy  Bre  upon  us,  killing  seve]^al  and  wounding  a  large  number. 
The  swamp  and  undergrowth  rendered  it  very  difficult  to  form  \he 
regiment  in  line  of  battle,  whi^h,  together,  with  the  destructive  fire  of 
the  eneijpy,  threw  it  into  considerable  eohfusion,  thereby  rendering  it 
inefficient  for  a  short  tim^,  until  ^)rdeir  could  be  restored.^  During 
the  rest>of  the  engagement  it  behaved  very  well..  , 

On  Monday  evening,  the  30tb  instant,  my  regiment,  with  the  other 
regianents  or  your  commandi)  charged  the  strong  position  occupied  by 
the  0nemy's  artillery  and  infantry.  Throughout  thi^  engagement, 
my  regiment  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  drivinij  the  enemy  before 
them  with  great  loss. 

^  On  Tuesday  evening,  the  regiment  was  figain  under  arms,  and  un- 
der fire,  but  was  not  engaged.  ^11  the  officers  of  my  command  be- 
haved well,  except  those  who  have  been  jeportcd  to  General  Hill,  ^ 
under  previous  orders.  •!  taktt  pleasure  in  mentioning,  specially, 
Captain  Melon,  who  req^ained  with  his  company  during  ^ese  trying 
scenes,  although  more  than  sixty  years  old,  and  worn  out  by  expo- 
sure and  fatigue.  » In  the  action  of  Monday  evening,  tlolonel  Lee  was 
killed  while  gallantly  leading  the  regiment  into  action.  He  was  a 
brave,  experienced  officer,  and  a  pure  man.  His  loss  will  be  severely 
fe^t.  '.♦*•' 

Lieutenant  ](^ham  H^rtjoy  was  mortally,  wounded  on  Friday  eTen- 
ing,  and  has  since  died.  He  was  an  excellent , officer  and  a  brave, 
true  man.  My  total  lossjis  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  killed  anvl 
wounded..  A  numbeir  of  the  wounded  have  died  since  the  action.  A 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  you. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  M.  BARBER, 
Lieut.  Oobmely  commanding  31th  reginient  N.  C.  T. 


LIST  OF   OFFICERS^  of   Thirty^seventh  Regiment  who  absented 
themselves  from  theif  companies  ^ioithouitkL^e ;  . '  * 

Liputenant  McCov,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Gammons,  oompany    I, 
alleged  sickness,    w  ''  .    '*      n         \ 
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Liemtenant'Ovreiis,  company  K,  behaved  badlj,  and  has  not  yet  % 
returned. 

Lieutenant  Smithy,  company  F,  went  to  camp,  on  Tuesday,  without 
permiflaioii ;  aUegea  ^  was  sicl^and  unfit  for  duty. 

.  ^  *^.  WM.  M.BARBER, 

•  *  '   iJet  tenant  Colond. 

0  -...•• 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MARMADUKE  JOHNSON^ 

■  .  V  '♦  RicHMONi^w/y  17,  1862. 

Gener/l  :  1  have  just  receiyecl  your  order  directing  me  to  Report 
to  you  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  late  combats  b'  fore  Hich- 
mond,  accompanied  with  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  missing,  etc. 
I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  should  have  done  this  some  time  since,  but 
for  continued  and  severe  indisposition,  on  account  of  which  1  am  now 
confined  in  my  chamber. 

It  may  not  ha  impertinent  to  etate  that,  on  Thursday,  the  2(^\\ 
ultimo,  1  was  under  the'co&mand  of  Brigadier  Greneral  •Branch,  and 
march^  my  battery  with  his  brigade,  from  Brooke  Church  to  Meot**^- 
icsville,  and  arrived  at  that  place  late  rn  the  evening,  and  but  a  short 
timd  before  the  battle  ceased.  I  took  my  position  behind  some  in- 
completed breastworks,  erected  by  the  enemy,  and  h&,d  hardly  planted 
my  battery  when  the  order  was  givtn  to  cease  -firing.  The  breast- 
works were  not  in  condition  to  be  .serviceable,' and  1  kept  my  men  at 
work  all  nit2:ht  in  putting  them  in  condition  so  that  they  c<»4]ld  be 
useful.  AboMt  daybreak  the  enemy's  iattefies,  which  had  created  so 
much  havoc  the  evening  before,  opencdon  me,  and  also  most- vigor- 
ously shelled  all  the  quartern  surroundi'ng  it.^  I  immediately  replied, 
.  Bavjng  the  co-operation^  of  none  of  the  ether  batt8rios*on  the  field — 
Captain  Mcintosh  having  exhausted  his  ammunition  the  evening  be- 
fore, and  Captain  Pegram-,  I  believe,  having  been  ordeiipd  to  hold  his 
fire.  So  that  this  battle  was  contested  alone  by  my  battery  and  , 
those  of  the  enemy.  At  six  o'clock  precisely,  I  entirely  silenced  and 
repulsed  them,  they  hastily  leaving  their  works,  after  having  suffered 
very  great  damage,  as  Was  obvious  from  a  subsequent  visit  to  the  en- 
trenchments. During  the  two  hours  of  this  engagement* the  fire  was 
unceasingly  vigorous  oh  both  sides.  The  enemy  had  an  almost  perfect 
range,  and  he  would  have  done  serious  injury  to  my  command,  bat 
for  the  fortunate  protecjion  of  the  breastworks  mentioned. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the 
ofiicers  and  men  for  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  manifested  by  them 
in  this,  the  first  heivy  engagement  in  wb»ch  ihey  had  ever  participated. 
In  this  engagement  only  tWo  men  and  two  horses  were  slightly 
wounded. 

Later  in  the  day,  I  marched  to  the  scene  of  the  bloody  battle  wtich 
took  platse  on  Friday,  and,  quite  late  in  the  evening,  was  ordered  hy 
General  Lee  to  report  with  my  battery  to  you,  which  1  immediately 
did  with  all  T)0B8ible  dispatch.  Yoir  yourself  were  a  personal  witness 
to  the  behavior  of  the  men  and*  offieers.  .  You  saw  the  fearless  <;oar- 
age  with  which  they  fougEt  through. thal^ deadly  fire,  until  twenty  of 
them  'fell,  ten  horses  killed,  and  woui/ded,  and  th#  battery  eti^irely  * 
disabled,  exposed  to  -the  fire  not  only  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy, 
but  0^  sharpshooters,  wh6  could  not  be  seen.  You  8a#7  them  silence 
DM  ofthe  baiiterie^wid  manfully  resist  others,  until»1>y  year  orders^ 


481 

I  withdnw  ihtm  from  i6«  liekl.    It  U  BMAaift,  ihorefore^  for  mo  to 
Monre  yon  of  my  gratification  at  their  behofior. 

Accompanying^  I  Bond  yon  a  list  of  th^  oasualtioa,  as  directed.       * 
I  haye  the  honor^  uenqral,  to  be» 

Yonr  most  respectful  and  obedient  eertanty 
^  MABMADUKB  JOHNSON,  Gvtein. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  LANE. 

...  •  '  • 

HeaOQUARTERS   TwENTT-telGHTH    BE&rMfiNT     N.    C.    VOLUWTKERd,  > 

Neqr  Rtchmand^  Juiy  12,  \86t,       ) 

Brigadier  General  L.  O'B.  Branch,  * 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  IrigfU  Division  : 

GifNERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Wednesday,  the  S5th 
of  June,  I  left  camp  with  my  regiment,  numbering  four  hundreH  and 
eighty,  and,  with  the  balance  of  your  brigade,  proceeded  up  the  Tele* 
graph  road,  crossed  the  Ghickahominy  on  the  .paornihg  of  the  S6th» 
«nd  advanced  towards  Meadow  Bridge.  Two  of  my  companies*  were 
ordered  tb  Mrs.  Crenshaw's  bridge  to  apprise*  Lieutenant  GolQntt 
Hoke,  with  a  portion  of  his  regiment,  which  was  doing  picket  duty 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Ghick&ominy,  that  the  way  was  clear.  We 
then  continued  our  march  towards  Mechanicsville. 

The  fight  had  commenced  on  our  reaching  this  place,  and  we  were, 
ordered  to  support  a  baltery,  which  was  firing  from  the  Works  'to  the 
left  of  the  road.     I  had  one  man  wounded  that  evening.     We  slept 
upon  the  field,^and  were  held  ad.a  support  again  next  morning,  when  . 
the  artillery  opened  upon   us,  and   ahether«  one  of  my  men  waa 
wounded.     As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned his  position,  and  was  in  full  retreat,  ^e  were  t>rdered  to  follow^ 
and,  on  reaching  **  Cold  Harbor,"  the  seventh.  North  Carolina  troops  , 
and  my  regiment  were  ordered  into  the  ^ods  to  ^he  left  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  battle-field.     The  seventh  preceded  us,  and  when  I  was 
&bont  to,  fotm  ny  regiment  on  its  left,  a  ^harp  fire,  both*  of  shell  and 
infantry,  was  opened  upon  us,  catising   one   of  .the   winga  of  the 
seventh  to  give  way.     On  asking  the  caUse  )f  this,  I  was*  informed 
by  some  of  the  company  officers  of  the  seventh,  whose  names   I  do 
not  know,  that  Colonel  Campbell  had  ordered  them  to  fill  back,  and, 
as  there  was  a  large  pond  of  water  in  my  re*ar,  I  led  my  regiment 
out  of  the  woods  by  the  left  flank,  when  I  met  yon  and  was  <^dered 
back.     I  then  marched  up  the  road  and  wheeled  my  entire  regiment  • 
into,  the  same  piece  of  woods.     Colonel  Lee  followed  with  his  regi- 
ment, which  he  intended  posting  to  my  right,  but  the  enemy  opened 
upon  him  just  as  he  was  about  to  turn  the  angle  of  the  road,  and  his  ' 
right  was  thrown  into  cojifusion.     This  caused  companies  D,,  A  and 
I,  of  the  right  wing,  and  company  H,  to  the  left  of  the  colors,  in  my 
regiment,«to  give  way.     Company  D  promptly  reformed  and  came 
into  line ;  the  other  three  companies,  I  am  told,  reformed  a^d  at- 
,  tached  themselvee^  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  fo  other  regiments. 
They  were  not  with*me.     Colonel  Gampbeirs  regiment,^  seven  ef'my 
companies,  Lieutenant  Webl^of  company  H,  and  a  few^unk  and  file 
from  the  three  missing  companies,  engaged  the  enemj  in  the  woods 
and  were  exposed  to  a  hot  fire,  when  fresh  troops  came  np  *and  re- 
.Ueved  US  temporarily.  *  *  •     . 
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or  James  Bftrboar^  Genentl  Elsej's  asgistant  adjataut  general,  • 
iched  me  soon  afterwards  and  requested  me  to  (ake  my  com- 
;o  th^  support  of  a  portion  of  his  forces,  which  had  advanced   ' 
le  open  field  in  front  of  the .  woods.     Mj  command  advanced 
allanti J  thtough  the  woods  and  into  the  open  field,  although!. 
d.toa  front  and  right  enfilade  infantry  fire,  and  bravely  re- 
1  there  until  General  George  B.  An^rson's  brigade  debouched: 
be  woods  to  ou{  left  and  charged  across  the  field.     I  ordered 
in-  to  ceaBe  firing  when  this  brigade  was  nearly  in  front  of  us, 
^ming  on  the  right,  assisted  them  in  clearing  the  field  of  the 
•  .  ■       ■        '  *  .    ■■' 

ihe  ",advice  "  of  General  Anderson,  my  men  being  now  very 
fatigued,*!  remained  With  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  in  .a  som^-' 
heltered  position,  until  nightfall,  when  I  rejoined  you..^    Odr  ' 
n    this   engagement  was  thirteen    killed    and  seventy-eight 
ed.  '  "'.'■' 

day  evening  we  reerossed  the  Ghickahominy,  and  on  Monday 
g  (the  30th)  were  among  the  first  to  engage  the  enemy.     The/ 
brigade  advance4»' driving  the  foe  before  us,  notwithstanding; 
sracter  of  the  ground.     My  regiment,  in  its  advance,  had  to* 
irough  two  skirts  of  woodsy  containing  swampy  ground,'  and 
)rmediate  open  field,rin  which  there  was  a*  dwelling,  surrounded 
ard  and  garden,  all  of  which,  I  am'  told,  had  been  converted 
temporary  breasWork  by  the  enemy.  *  All  of  my  men  beh^^ved  ' 
i  this  action,«notwithstandiiSg  they  were*exposed  to  a  murderous     ^ 
shell,  grape  and  small  arms.     I  did  not  remain  with  my  regi- 
intil  the  close  of  the  fight,  as  a  flesh  wound  in  the  right  cheek 
me  to  leave  the  fidd.  .Our  loss  was  six  killed  and  fifty  wounded, 
were  not  actually  engaged  in  the  Tuesday's  fight,  though  we/ 
Ordered  out  late  in  t]^  eveding  and  were  exposed  to  a  terrific 
kg,  first  in  the  open  field  p  front  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  then 
left^  in  a  small  piece  of  woods.     Fortunately,  we  had  only  one 
ounded  and  none  killed.        •  '    .  ' 

h  only  one  field-  officer,  threcf  captains,  but  few  lieutenants,'  t 

ir' ranks  greatly  reduced  by  sickness,  caused  by  the  hardships^ 
i  to  undergo  in  our  retreat«from  Hanover  Court-House,  we  had 
tend  with  the  enemy  in  the  recent  terriUe  engagements  before 
iond  under  many  disadvantages;  but  our  loss,  one  hundred  and< 
IlleJ  and  wounded,  (fui  of  an  effective  forest"  four  hundred' 
ighty,  including  the  ambulance  corps,  about  one-tbird,    will 
low  nobly  the  twenty-eighth  behaved  in  this  great  struggle  for 
mdence.  • 

3uld  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  Captain  T.  James  Line- 
;,  of  company  0,  and  Captain  D.  A.  Parker,  of  company  D; 
Lieutenant .  N.  Clark,  tof  company  S;' first  Lieutenant  E.G. 
w,  .of  company  G;  first  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Clonrnger,*of  com- 
B;  second  Lieutenant  Robert  D.  Rhyne,  of  company  B.  All 
se  officers  behaved  with  great  gallantry  aiM  bravery. 
i;eaat-Major  Miltoif  A.li0we,  on  the  battle-field  of  the  ft7th; 
hhf  more  than  once  provedjiimaelf  a  brave  and  fearless  yoonf^OQale 
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d^feodeir  of  sotftherh  rights,  and  has.  won  the  admiration  of  all  wlio 
•aw  him.  *  ,       *       * 

Oolor-bearer  J.  P.  Little,  of  company  G,  was  wonnded  on  the  27th, 
but  was  at  his  post  again  in  a  shott  timtf.  * 

Respeotfally, 

JAMES  a  LAKE, 
Colonel  commanimg  Ttpenty-eighih  Begiment  N,  C  VohaUten 
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^REPORT  OF  LIETTENANT.  COLONEL  HOKE. 


Hradquarterq,  Thirty-third  Regiment  N.  C.  Taoops,  >*  ' 
•  July  12th.  1862.  5 

ra)  L.  O'B.  Branch^  * 

Fourth  Brigade^  Light  Division ;    *. 

lAR  General  :  On  35th  Jane  jou  called  the  commanding  officers 
^nr  brigade  together  and  informed  us  of  the  intended,  and  man- 
fy  attactApon  the  enemj  who  were  on  the  north  side  of  the 
cahominj^  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  me  to  have  my  command 
'  to  move  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  with  three' da js' rations.  I 
g  fiye  companies  on  picket  at  the  Crenshaw  bridge,  was  ordered 
Le  command  at  that  point,  while  the  other  five  companies,  undfr 
r  Cowan,  would  march  with  the  brigade,  and  cross  the  river  at 
elegraph  budge,  and  moTe  down  the  river,  in  order  to  drive  the 
y  from  their  position.  ^ 

r  orders  were,  that  I  should  cross  the  river,' with  the  five  cotnpa- 
as  soon  as  I  heard  firing,  and  make,  an  attack  in  the  rear  of  the* 

J:  '  .      •       ■   • 

out  twelve  o^clock,  on  the  26th,  I  heard  sharp  skirmishing,  and 
in^  my  pickets,  in  order  to  cross,  and,  while  doin^  so, 
see  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat.  While  crossing 
iver,  I  received  a  despatch  from  you,  ordering  me  to  join  the 
land;  that  you  were  in  thb  road  immediately  opposite.  I  joined 
>mmand,  and  from  that  point  we  marched  to  Mechaniosville,  and 
sd  that  place  under  a  most,  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell. 
out  twel}^^  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  firing  ceased,  and  we  were  or* 
to  lie  in  «our  position  upon  our  arms.  ,  A^three  o'block,  A.  M., 
9  2?th,  we  were  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's 
ng  ;.but  did  not  take  up  the  line  of  marish  until  twelve  o'clock, 
ben  moved  in  the  direction  x^  Gaines'  Mills  down  the  Ohicka- 
ly.  We  reached  that  point  at  four  o'clock,  p.  M.,  and  finding 
>-  fighting  going  on,  were  ordered  immediately  into  the  engage- 
»  and,  xemaining  in  the  fight  until  dark,  by  which  time  the  en- 
lad  been  driven  back  a  distance  of  two  miles,  I  then  reported  to 
with  my 'command,  at  the  rosid,  and  was  ordered  to  I>ivouac  my 
md  give  them  rest.  This  was-  a  iiard  fought  battle,  and  the  men 
70  great  praise  for  their  coolness  and  firmness  on  this  occasion, 
the  2dth'  we  remained  (|[uiet  all  day.  The  enemy  having  been 
a'  across  the  Chickahominy,  we  were  ordered  to  pr^are  two 
rations,  and  be  ready  to  inarch  at  daylight, 
the  29th  we'  recrossed  the  river  and  moved  down  James  * 
,  marching  a  distance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  and  encamping. 
[  the  SOth  we  again  mMrched  dowa  the  river,  in  order  to  make 
tack,  and  reached  the  point  about  three  6'clock.  The  presence 
e  enemy  was  soon  made  known  by  the  roaring  of  artillery,  iiid         i  I 
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we  were  iiAmediaiely  ordered  up  the  road  in  the  direction  of  ihe  en* 
emy,  by  a  flank  movement^  tinder  a  very  great  fire  of  shot  and  shell. 
Soon^  yon^  at  the  head  of  yoTir  brigade,  filed  to  the  right,  aifd,  mov* 
fDg  six  hundred  yards  'in  that  direction,  halted,  faced  to  the  front, 
fdhned  a  line  of  battle,  and  moved'  slowly  through  a  skirt  of  woods 
nntil  yon  reached  an  open  field.  Yon  then  halted,  formed  a  perfect 
line  of  battle,  and  charged  by  the  double-quick,  and  with  a  yell,  the 
enemy's  batteries,  which  were  strongly  supported  by  infantry  acroae 
this  field,  a  distanc^'of  five  hundred  yards.  'We,  at  the  same  time, 
were  -enfiladed  by  grape,  shot ;  but  neither  fire  upon  the  front  or.flank 
at  ail  stopped  the  men,  but' on  they  preveed,  and  soon  silenced  tto  fire 
Bpon  them,  fhey  seemed  not  to  heed  the  falling  of  finends  by  their 
flide;  but  had  the  great  duty  of  defeating  the  enemy  fffemost  in  their 
minds.  Here,  my  loss  was  heavy,  not  so  much  in  killed  as  in 
wounded. 

'  My  men,  in  this  charge,  had  no  cover  at  all.  1  cannot  refrain  from 
asking  that  great  praise  may-  be  giv^n*  to  both  officers  and  mon,,  fot 
Iheir  actions  on  this  occasion. 

After  passing  through  the  field  and  entering  the  woods  on  the  op- 
posite side,  my  reginxent  became  divided,  by  the  interference  of  a 
Brigadier  Qeneral,  uhknown  to  me,  who  had  ordered  the  left  of  my 
regiment  to  march  to  the  left  I  remained^  with  a  portion  of  my 
men  on  the  field,  nntil  dark,  and  reported  to  you  in  an  old  field,  at 
which  place  you  were  encamped. 

Oil  the  let  of  July,  we  were  quiet,  nntil  six  o'clock  inthe  evening, 
at  which  time  we  were  ordered  in  to  support  D.  H.  H ill's  division. 
In  this  fight;  I  was  not  engaged,  but  was  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot 
iflkd  shell. 

-  On  the  Sd  and  ti  of  July,  we  were  marching  after  the  enemy ;  but 
their  retreat  was  too  speedy  to  be  overtaken.  We  then  bivouacked 
for  several  days,  inviting  the  enemy  to  battle,  which  was  net  accepted. 
We  then  marched  t<Pthis  point,  arriving  here  on  the  9th  instant.     * 

My  loss  was  very  heavy  for  a  small  command.  The  report  of  casual- 
ties has  been  sent  inv  as  well  as  that  of  the  action  of  offloers  and 
flien^  wbieh  need  correction^         # 

I  km  happy  to  say  that,  with  few  exceptions,  I  am  truly  proud  of 
Ihe  officers  and  mei^  of  my  command.  I  cannot  well  make  distinction 
among  those  officers  and  men  who  so  nobly  did  tfieirduty,  but  ask  that 
credit  m^  be  given  those  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  action  taken  against 
those  who  deserve  it.  * 

Otmaliies. — Killed,  eight;  wounded, ,  fifty-two ;  missing,  fifteen. 
Total,  seventy.five. 

Very  respectfully, 
♦.  a.  L.  HOKE, 

Cdond  comnumiiMg. 
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'     b£pORT  of  COLOJIEL  HAMILTON.; 

« 

HfiADQUA^RTRRS  FfRST  Re0I>ICNT  SoUTH  GaROLINA  VoLS.^  > 

Omp  on  New  Markei&ixjg^,  Jul;  14,  '1B«S.      5 

;adier  General  Maxcy*  Gregg, 

Oommanding  Second  Brigade^  Light ^DivUian  : 

i  obedience  to'  .erders,  I  desire  to  report  as  to  the  part  taken  by 
r^gimeaib  in  the  reoent  battles  of«the  37th*  and  30th  June,  and  the 
>f  jRly,  1862. 

a  Thursday  afternoon,  Ibe  J26th.  Jnne,  I  put  my  regiment  in 
)h%  to  CPOSB  the  Gbickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridge.  Nothing  of 
rtance  occurred  until  my  regiment  (leading  the  brigade)  reached 
lition,  coounaihded  by  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  near  MechanioB« 
turnpike^  when  a  pretty,  sharp  fire.cf  shot  and  shell  was  opened 
i  my  regiment.  By  compelling  my  men  to  lie  down  behind  the 
.of  the  hill;  I  escapedj^  with  the  wounding  of  only  two  men,  (com- 

I  Friday  morning  u^  regiment,  and  that  of  Golo&el  Barnes^ 
ng  the  other  regtmente  of  the  brigade^  commenced  the  advance  upon 
inee  of  the  etiemy! .  We  crossed  Beaver  Dam,  only  being  slightly 
yed  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy.  On  reaching  one  of  the 
i%  of  the  enemy,  shortly  before  vaoated,  I  waa  astonished,  to  fiaf 
>lf  under  fire  .from  field  artillery.  It,  however,  proved  to  be  % 
on  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  army  of  General.  Jackson.  The. 
ike  was  sopn  discovered ;  but,  unfortunately,  not  in  time  to  pre* 
J^he  wouiiding  of  Lieutetiant  Heioe,  company  G,  and  one  private  of 
seme  company.  After  a  short  delay^  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
>.  Powhite  credk,  throwing  out  skirmishers  in  advance.  This  was 
;  and  for  some  little  time  a  brisk  fire' was  kept  up  on  both  sides ; 
the  enemy  soon  ceased,  to  attempt  to  dispute  the  crossing  of  the 
L,  which  was  done  very  quietly,  &nd  without  any  interruption. 
r  a  short  rest,  to  enable  us  to  collect  and  provide  for  our  wouoded^ 
se^med'our  march,  and,  soon  came  upon  the  campof  the*seventh 
iachusetts  regiment,. wKo  seemed  at  first  disposed  to  give  ua  bat« 
bot^  upon  giviftg  the  order  to  charge  bayonets^  at  double  quick, 
broke  and  fled.     We  continued  to  advance,  and  upon  gaining  ao 

field,  commanding  a  view  of  the  enemy's  position  at  Gold  Har*. 
we  were  subject^  to  .a  severe  fire  of  shells  from  the  battery  of 
snemy.  This  fire  was  soon  silenced  by  our  own  battery,  and 
,  nnder  your  order,  I  advanced  upon  4;he  pon'tion  of  the  enemy 
igh  a  thick  swampy  piece  of*  ffround,.and  formed  line  of  battle 
le.^dge  of  the  op^n  field.  In  r  short  time  I  saw  a  brigade  ihov- 
lown  upon  ns. .  When  within  ealy  range  of  usilbey  opened^a 

deadly  fire  tipon  my  regiment,  wounding  and  kltling  a  large 
Msr.of  my  oflScera  and  men,  and  amongst  these  ail  of  my  color 
lb  ^Here  was  my  principal  loss,  amongst  them  Lieutenant  Oolo* 
[mith,  whf  had  diistinguished  himself  for  gallaiftry  uid  good  cou" 
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daet,  although  feeble  from  a  recent  severe  illnesB.  His  wonnd, 
which  at  first  .was  apparently  slight,  provedy  eventurfly,  mortal,  and 
he  sank  to  rest  calm  and  composed,  feeling  that  he  had  done  his  dnty 
to  his  -country.  After  being  so  seyerely  handled,  I  considered  it 
proper  to  take  my  regiment  out  from  under  fire,  which  was  accord-* 
ingjy  done. '  Upon  com^g  dut»  of  the  swamp,  I  found  Colonel  Mar- 
shall, with  a  remnant  of  his  regiment.  This,  with  my  own,  I  formed 
in  line,  and,  under  orders  from  General  Lee  and  Major  General  A^  P. 
Hill,  I  took  'command  of  these  two  fragments  of  .regiments,  and  led 
them  into  the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  brigades 
of  Generals  Anderson  and  Field:  Soon  I  was  joined  by  a  portion  of 
Oblp'nel  Edward's  regiment,  under  Major  Farrow,  and,  with^his  por- 

•  tion  of  the  brigade,,!  occupied  the  ground  as  ab^re  indicated,- and  on 
Saturday  mor jing,  I  marched  my  regiment,  by  your  orders,  to 
another  position,  near  the  battle-  ground,  where  we  remained  nntiV 
Sunday,  the  29th  of  June.  On  tl^is  day  we  recrdssed  the  Chicka- 
hominy:  We  marched  in  ptfrsuit  of  the -enemy,  but  did  not  come  up 
with  tbem' until  Monday  evening,  tho  30th  of. June.  Then,  although 
under  fire,  and  having  several  soldiers  >nd  one  lieutenant  (Sweeny, 
company  K,)  wounded  by  the  fire  of  tlje /enemy,  there  was  no  chance 
of  our  coming  in  actual  contact  with  the  enemy,  from  the  foustthat  the 
ground  in  fi^nt  of  us  was  occupied  b;^  others  Of^our  own  troops.  We 
were  likewise  drawn  out  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  I  at  July,  but*did  not* 
become  engaged  with  the  enemy,  although  for  some  time  under  the 
fire  of  artillery.  We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  (with  the  rest 
of  the  second  brigade,)  who  had  sought  the  shelter  of  their  gunboats  ; 
and,  after  remaining  for  tweiitytfour  hours  near  them,  we  were  or* 

<  dered  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  to  go  into  camp. 

I  feel  that  it  would  be  invidious,  where*  all  of  my  officers,  and  onost 
of  my  soldiers,  behaved  so  well,  to  single  out  any  one  for  special  praise;  . 
except  that  I  desire  to  mention  private  I>ominick  Spellraan,  of  com- 
pany  K,  who  bore  my  colors  gallantly  duripg  the  battle,  after  Ser« 
geant  Taylor  and  Corporal  Hayne,  who,  carrying  the  colors,  were 

.  shot  down — the  latter  taking  them  from  my  hands  when  the  former 
Was  fiTst  struck,  to  be  mortally  wounded  himself  immediately.  I  have 
promoted  prfvate  Spellman  to  be  color-bearer^  for  gallantry  on  tho 
field  of  battle.  •     .         .     • 

I  beg  to  submit  appended  list  of  casualties,  marked  A,  and  likewise 
listn  showing  where  each  officer  and  soldier  of  the  regiment  was  on 
thf  three  days  in  which  we  were  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

•    I  am,  General,,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H,  HAMILTON, 
CotMel  *FHrH  Regimenl  Spnth  Carolina  Volunteers, 
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.  Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Light  Diyision,  > 
J/mrd  BUI,  July  18,  186«.      J 

eneral  S.  Goopjbr, 

Jfdjutant  General  of  the  Arrriy:,  Richmond:  .       . 

NERAL :  J  learn*  from  Colonel  Hamilton,  commanding  first  South 
iiAa  Yolunteers,  that,  in  an  interyiew  with  yourself  and  the  Seo- 
Y  of  War,  the  other  day],  the  name  of  Major  McCrady,  of  the 
regiment,  hayitfg  been  somewhat  accidentally  mentioned,  Colo- 
lamilton  expressed  the-  opinion  that  Major  *McCrady  hnd  not 
red  properly,  saying  he  had  served  ^n  my  staff  on  the  27th  of 
,  but  qouM  not  find  his  regiment  until  it^was  driten  baelQ  and 
aow  he  had  gone  home  on  sick  leave.  .  Upon  which  you  re- 
ed that  Colonel  HtCmiHon  had  better  have  him  ordered  back,  and 
7t)u  would  issue  such  order,  if  Colonel  Hamilton  desired  it,  ai^d 
f  he  should  not  report,  you  would  have  a  letter  of  another  kind 
ssed  to  him,  which  would  compel  him.  to  resign.  To  which  the 
tary  of  War  assented.  .  -  • 

iffer  entirely  with  ColeneV Hamilton  in  the  view  which  he  tak^s 
^jor  McCrady's  conduct,  and  I  beg  leave  to  interpose^o  prevent 
lasty  action  from  being  taken  against^ MajoiC  McOrady,  without 
g  him  a  fair  hearing.  When  my  trigade  was  put  in  march,,  at 
ompiencempnt  of  the  late  operations,  Majoir  «McCrady  was  sick 
ichmbnd.  He  left  a  sick-bed,  and  overtook  nre  on  the  battie- 
st ^  Cold  Harbor,  looking  extremely  feeble. and  ill.  He  said  to 
iat  he  thought  he  might  be  able  to  accompany  me  and  perfc^rm 
staff  duty,  although  not  strong  enou^to-  accompany  his  regi- 
This  might  weil.be,  as  I  bad  required  the  afield  ofScers  to  dis- 
t .  awhilo^  for  the  purpose  o^  seeing  better  and  sending  orders 
promptly.  Mydfelf  and  my  staff- remained  on  horse  back.  I. do 
bink  Majftr  McCrady  could  havp  reasonably  anticipated  less  risk 
companying  me  on^  staff  duty,  mounted,  than  in  marbhing  with 
»giment  on  foot.  I  requested  him  to  accompany  me,  and  he  did 
In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  I  sent  him  to  rally  a  ^portion  of  my  ^ 
s,  which,  from'  the  diflSculty  of  ^the  ground  and  the  fircen^Ss  of 
aemy's  fire,  had  got  int^some  disorder.  I  do  not  tbmk  1  saw 
kgain^  «^ Some  time  after,  proceeding  to-e^^ecute  my  o^er^  he  was 
by  one  of  my  captains  reiirihg  in  a  state  'of  exhaustion.  He 
hid  oflScer  that  he  had^  tallied  thr' troops  referred  to,  and  staid 
them  in  the  fight  iintil  his  strength  gave  out  entirely.  Major 
-ady's  regiment  had,  at  this  time,  been  formed,  by  my  orders, 
vrhat  to  the  rear>  preparatory  to  another  movement.  Major 
ady  went  to  it,  and,  ig  Atempting  to  dismount,  fell  to  the  ground, 
lave  been  informed  by  bis  brother.  Lieutenant  Thomas  McCrady, 
vaa  obliged* to  leave  him  thus  lying  on  the  ground,  when  the 
leiit  was  shortly  afterwards  ordered  by  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
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to  take  a  position  in  adva^^co.  Lientenaht  'McCradj  has  not  since 
Been  thepMajor,  but  understands  thdt  he  got  back'  to  Richmond  in  a  r 
carriage  in  which  he  had  come  to  the  immediate  neighborhood. of  the  * 
battle  groand.  I  understand  that  Major  McCradjr  afterwards  went 
home  on  sick  leave,  granted  in  Richmbnd,  without  referring  the  ap-* 
plication  to  ills  commanding  officera.  If  this  ^proceeding  was  irreg- 
ular, it  was  an  irregularity  which  the.  War  Department  has  permitted 
until  very  lately,,  if  it  is  no.t  still  permitted,  and  .Mjjor  McCrady 
cannot  be  held  responsible  for  it.  Colonel  Hamilton  himself  was 
Tory  unwell  during  the  late  opeVations  of  the  army,  and  .at  ooe  time, 
on  the  march  on  the  29th  J|ine,  sank  fainting  from  his  horse.  'He 
refused.,  however,  to  go  oif  di^ty^  and  akhough  I  was  adviaed  to  4»rder 
him,  I  judged  it  best  not  to  do  so.  By  the  pow^r  of  his  constitation^. 
Colonel  Hamilton.was.able  to  overcome  ^lisease  in  a  remarkable  man- 
ner, and  this  may  cause  hint  to  apply  his  own  standard  to  other  meHk 
But  I  (do  not  think  it*right.  Few  men  have  such  power.  Possibly 
Major  McCrady  may  not  possess  it ;  but  Major  MeCrady  had  been 
sick  for  a  month  before  the  march  commenced,  and  vraa  perhaps  in  a 
condition  of  body  which  no  power  of  mii^d  could  overcome.  <  I  s^ 
no  reason  whatever  to  question  the  good  conduct  of  Major  MeCrady. 
I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  ask  the  Secretary  of  *War  to  read 
this. 

.1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,. 

Xour  obedient  servant, 
:      .  MAXCY  GRBGG,  * 

•  -  Brigadier  General,  P.  JL  C.  S: 


.  ^ 
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HEPOET  OF  COLONEL  HAYWOOD. 

EADQUARTSRS    SeVENTH    ReCHM^NT    NoRTH  CaROLINA.  TrOOPS,  )       i 

"       •     .       Jidy  ff(,  186?,     j 

adier  Gc^jieral  L.  O'B.  Branch,  -    . 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade^  Light  Division  :      .     • 

^NERAL :  In  conseqaence  of  the  fall  of  that  gallant  Bol<fief  and 
roos  gentleman,  Colonel  R.  P.  Caiypbell,  late  thd  cominaDding 
)r  of  this  regiment,  who  was  slain  in  the  fight  near  Gaines'  Mill 
ie  27th  ultimo,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  second  in  coi^mand  of 
regiment,  to  report  to  you  the'proqeedings  of  my  troops  in  the 
[It  battles  before  Richmond.  His  fittest  mohumentis  the  tattered 
which  drooped  abofe  our  glorious  dead  when  this  fearflil  confiict 
Qver.  *  •   '       •    *      • 

have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  25th  June,  1863,  after 
rs  were  received  from  you,  we  proceeded,  together  .with  the'rest 
our  brigade,  from  our  camp,  on  the  Brooke  turnpike,  up  the  Tel- 
ph  iK)ad,  towards  the  Chiekahominy  rirer.  Qn  ther  following 
ting,  at  half  pa§t  three,' A.  M.,  after  bivouacking  tlie  night  pre- 
),  in-  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  you-,  we  were  in  readiness 
ove,  but  did  not  change  our  position  until  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in 
cquence,  as  I  was  informed,  of  the  want  of  information  as  to  the 
ion  of  Major  GeneralJ^ackson.  At  this  hour  we  were  put  in 
on,  the  sevienth  regiment  being  in  th%  front  of  your  brigade, 
soon  reached  the  Chickahomipy,  upon  the  crossing  of  which  I 
immediately' thrown  forward  with  three  comj)anies,  to-wij;:  com* 
)8  C,  F  and  A  of  this  regiment,  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  ia 

of  the  head  of  our  column,  for  the  puipose  of  dislodging  the 
ly's  pickets  betweeit  us  and  the  Meadow'  Bridge.  After  march- 
'  few  miles  I  encountered  about  two  hundftd  of  the  enemy,  whqm 
Qmediately  attacked  and,  after  a  short  conflict,  drove  from  their  • 
ion.  We  succeed  in  capturing  their  flag  and  sevefal  of  tlieir 
»aDy  bQoks  and  memoranda,  with  m  slight  loss  of  wounded  and 

killed  on  my  part.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  we  had  no  means  of 
tainiug.  The  next  point  at  which  we  encountered  the  enemy,  ' 
I  few  hundred  yards  beyond  Atlee's  station,  on  tne  Virginia  Cen- 
'ailroad.  Here  we  had  another  severe  skirmish.  Colonel  Camp- 
of  the  seventh  regiment,  immediately  ordered  forward  company 
During  the  skirmish  one  of  the  last  named  cpmpany  was  mor- 

and  a  few  soldiers  o£  the  other  companies  were  seriously 
ided.  It  18  a  paipabk  duty,  Gen|;ral,  that  i  slfould  express  n\y 
appreciation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  th^ee  companies  that 

more  immeBiately  under -my  command.  Captain  J.  McLeod 
er,  of  company  F,  had  assigned  to  him  the  perilous  duty  of  cov- 
l  my  ffront  and  skirmishing  through  woods,  open  .  fields  and 
ipSy  for  the  purpose  of  disWering  the  enemy's  pickets.  When- 
ke  beeame  engaged  he  was  promptly  ||ad  fearlessly  avBtained  hjr  . 
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Captain  B.  B.  McBae  and  J.  6.  Snox,  of  companioB  C  and  A,  tinder 
mj  command.     Captain  McRae  saccewled  in  bringing  away  the  one- 

.  my's  flag  from  the  first  skirmish^^ near  Crenshaw's,  and'Captain  Knox 
did  his.  best  in  effecting  th^  dislodgiaent  of  the  enemy.  Aft<r  this 
second  skirmisL company  F  was  withdrawn  from,  the  front,  and  com- 
pany A.  orderea  to  assume  that  position,  in  order  to  divide  the  labors 
of 'the  march..  Captain  Knox's  company  was  now  engaged  in  actively 
firing*  for  a  while  upon  an  actual  or  supposed  .enemy  in  t)ur  front,  but 
there *wa9  no  response.  . 

Abput  the  middle  of  jthe  afternoon,  having  learned  that  the  gfeater 
portion  of  Major  General  A^  P.  HilPs  division  had -crossed  the  Chick- 
ahominy  and  was  in  front  of  us,  I  reported  to  ydu,  whereupon*  I  was 
ordered, to  unite  my  command  with  the  rest  of  my  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Campbell.  I  may  confidently  assert  that  no'  unnecossary 
time  .was  spent  in  thd  various  skiripishes  just  described. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half .  before  dark  we  reached  Mechanicsville, 
under  a  tecrrfi.c  fire  of  shot  and' sl^elU  For,  a  short  time,  we  were 
compelled  to  wait  until  we  could  receive  orders  from- General  Hill. 
Before  dark,.we  were  ordered  to' take  our  position  in  a  road  which  ap- 
peared to  run  at  right  angles  with  the  road  we  had  previously  occu- 
pied and  to  the  jieft  of  it.  Upon  the  application  of  General  Archer 
the. seventh  and  twenty-eighth  regiment8*were  ordered  by  you  to  Re- 
port to  him,  but,  upon  Colonel  Campbell's  application,  we  ascertained 
he  had  no  immediate  duty  for  us  to  perform.  It 'was  then  fully  dark, 
though  the  artillery  conflict  still  continued,  and,  ad  soon  as  it  ceased, 
•we  iB^ere  ordered  to  take  our  position  immediately  in  front  of  the  ene- 
my's.batteries  and  about  a  quarter  of  *a  mile  therefrom,  being  atill  iijt 
the  front  of  your  brigade.  At. this,  point  we  bivouacked  for  the 
Jiight,  ^-nd  WjBre. prepared  for  action^  at, three  o'clock  next  morning, 
under  orders  from  you.  .  In  a  short  time  after  this,  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries opened  upon  us,  as  did  some  of  their  sharpshooters.  Under 
this  fire  we  remained  foi*  about  an  hour  and'  a  half,  when  'we  were 
ordered  into  the  wood^  on  the  right  of  the  road  last^  spoken  of,  to 

-  which  position  we  moived,  marching  by  the  right  flank. 

*  Aboj^t  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  27th  ultipo,  we  were  ordered 
again  to  takd  our  position  rn  the  road,  which  we  accordingly  did. 
After  remaining  there  for  some  time,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  en- 

.emy  had  abandoned  his  position  in  the  batteries.  We  then  took  up 
Our  lii^e  of  march  for  Gaines'  Mill,  which  point  we  reached  between 
three  and  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  same  (fay.  Almost  immedi- 
ately upon  arriving  at  this  point,  our  regiment  was  ordered  into  ac- 
tion. We  advanced  upon  the  right-hand  road,  having  thrown  for- 
ward  two  companies  jas  skirmishers,  who  were  immediately  engaged, 
i|hen  the'Whole  regiment  adv^ced  rapidljr  to't&eir  support.  In  this 
advance,  company. B  did  distinguished  credit  to  itself^  and  its  com- 
mander, Captain  R.  S,  Young,  by  the  readiness  with  which  it  became 

.  aligned,  and  its  marked  steadiness  in  advancing  under  a  very  heavy 
£re.  .A^we  approached,  Colonel  Campbell  ordered  the  ekirrhishers 
to  form  upon  the .  right  of  the  regimSnt  and  the  line  advanced  to  a 
ml  fence*  in  front  of  the  wq^ds.  Here  we  engaged  the  epidp^  jf|8tly  i 
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p^rior  tp.ms.  in  nnmberB.  After  holding  this  position  for  somo  tino, 
and  finding*  ha  >ras  not  so  rapidly  reinforced* as  he  anticipated,  Colo* 
nel*  Campbell  orderqd  his  regiment  to^  retire  to^l^e  rear  of  the  wood*. 
The  command  was  thenneperatod.  Abont  seven  companies  under  com-  • 
m^d  of  Col.  Campbell,  were  almost  immediately  advanced  to  their  pre-  ' 
Tioufl  position,  raid  three  companies  under  my  command,  to-wit. 
By  ¥f  A^and  a'por^on  of  Q,  were  Allied  in  the  rear  of  the  wo'od, 
and  reported  to  Major  General  Hill  for  orders.  The  seven  companies, 
under  Col.  Campbell,  after  driving  the  enemy  through  th^wood,  were 
ordered  by  Major  General  £w«Il  to  charge  their  position  by  a  move* 
ment  by  the  right  flank.  After  moving  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
thej  w.ere  ordered  to  advance  across  a  swamp,  and  wet  an  abattis  df 
felled  trees,  up  a  hill,  upon  an  en  trenched  position  of  ^the  enemy.  It 
^was  in  this  advance  that  our  patriotic  Colonel  lost'th*at'life''which  was 
*  80  dear  to  his  whole  regiment.  The  colors,  when  the  advance  began, 
were  in  the  hands  of  Corporal  Henry. T.  Fight,  of  company* P.  .Hi 
,w&8  instantly  shot  down,  when  they  were  ugain  seized  by  Corporal 
James  A.  Harris,  of  company  I;  he  was  als^  shot  down, Viien 'Colo* 
nel  Campbel  himself  seized  the  colors,  and,  advancing  some  twenty 
paoesin  front  of  Ki»  regiment,  ordered  them^'not  to  fire,  but  follow 
nim.  .Within  twenty  paces -of  the  enemy's  line  he  Was  shot*  down, 
.when  Lieutenant  Luncan  C.  Haywood,  commanding  company  B^ 
again  seized  our  flag,  the  staff  of  which  had  been  shot  in  two, 'and 
advanced  to  the  front  of  the  regiment.  He  also  immMiately  lost  his' 
life,  whereupon  the  the  'flag  of  the  regiment  was  carried  out  of  the 
action  by  Corporal  Geary,  of  company  C. 

It  was  now  nightfall,  and  Major  Junius  L.  Hill^  who'had  behated 

with.hi8  utual  distinguished^gs^lantry,  finding  that  more  than  half 

our  force  was  destroyed,  and  himself  exhausted  by  long  action,  and  a 

<  severe  shock  from  one  of  th5  enemy's  bo^mbs,  formed'such  of  his  men 

ae  as  he  could^  collect,  and  reported  to^  me. 

The  flag  wliich  was  jborne  during  t^is  conflict  was  literally  shot  to 
pieeeSj,  and  bore  upon  its  field  {he  maVks^of  thirty-two  5>i/ip.*  JThisis 
/  the  best  indfcation  .of  the  heavy  fire  to  which  our  bVave  men  were. ex* 
.posed.  ..•..- 

^My  poHion  of  the  command,  which,  in  Obedience  to  orders,  had 
fidlen  back  to  the  rear  of  the  wood,  after'  the  fir6t  t^o  hours  of  the 
tngngem^nt,  was,  upon  my  application  to  Miljor  General  A.  P.  Qill 
for  orders,  ordered  towards  the  right  of  onf  lines  for  the  purpose  of 
snpportitig  a  portion  of  General  Jackson's  comm'and,.  which,  ho  in- 
formed me,  was  then  upon  t^  field*  My  men  cheerfully  and  «ar* 
ly  advanced  towards  the  right,  with  c^ersTor  **01d  Stonewall." 
were  under  heavy  fire  for.  the  rest  of  the  evening,  but  were  not 
ctively  engaged. as  the  rest  ofx^ur  regiment ;  the  aforesaid  portion 
f  Jacksop's  command  and  Wheat's  battalion  being  in  bur  front. 
Near  nightfall  I  reported  to  you,  stating  the  exhausted  condition 
.  of  my  troops,  when  you  directed  n\e  to*  form  on  the  lefaof  the  road, 
•pprtfaching  the  enemy,  and  post  sentinels  along  the  road  so  as  to 
collect  such  portions  of  your  brigade  as  might  pass  aloffg  siad  road, 
direeting  them  to  bivouac  at  this  point.  ^         i  * 
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On  Saturday,  tbe  SSth,  we  remained  (jtuetly  in  mr  bi?aiiae  oifria^ 
for  the  woutided  and  dea*<J. 

/  The  country  and  ^ur  State  too  paififully  appreciate  the  loss  of  bur 
most  capable  Colonel  for  me  to  s&y  aught  in  Us  praise.  • 

^  It  was  in  this  battle  that  company  £,  under  the  command  of  Lieu* 
tenant  Hay wood/loat  all  of  its  officers.  Lieutenfots  Haywood  and 
Clap  were  killed  in  the  brave  altd  faithful  discharge  of  theyr  duties. 
Lieut.  H.  G.  Graham,  late  of  the  twenty-second  regiment  N^rth  Caro- 
lina troops  *who  had  volunteered  to  take  a  command  in  the  aa^ne  com- 

^pany,  a^  Lieutenant,  had  his  leg  broken  early  in  the  conflict. 

Where  almost  every  officei^has  distinguished  himself,  it  is  difficult 
to  beslW' especial  praise  upon  auy;  but  the  serious  bereavement  whicB 
this  e<fmpany  has  sustained,  not  only  in  the  loss  of  their  oftcers,  but  also 
in  the  loss*  of  m  Jn,  induces  me  to  conlmenci  it  to  your  special  c&naider^ 
alien.  -  I  shall  take  occasion  hereafter  to  recommend  Lieutenant  Gra*  * . 
(tam'for-prombtion/if  his  wound  will  admit  of  his  again  entering  thif 
service.       ,  '  *       '  •    '    . 

In  this  Kattb  it  was,  ^Iso,  that  Captain  R.  B.  MclElae  was  seriously, 
^nd  W.  N.  Peoples,  of  company  K,  mortally,  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Jos.  C.  Miller,  of  company  K,  here  rendered  up  his  Hfe,  having  fallen  . 
in  close  proximity  to  the  point  where  -Colonel  Campbell  fell  while 
bravely  leading  his  men.  into  the  conflicts  Captain  McAuley,  com^ 
pany.  I,'  and  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Kerr,  company  D,  (the  color  company,) 
also  8U8tained%eriou8  injuries  from  which  they  will  not  soon  recover. 
Many  ethers  sustained  injuries,  the  extent  of  which  may  be  learned 
from  official  reports  already  published. 

'  On  Sunday,  the  29th,  we  proceeded  to  recross  the  Chiokahominy;  and 
pursued  the  enemy  until  Monday  evenimg,  the  30th,  when  %e  overtook 
him,  and  were  at  once  formed  in  cblumhs  of  regiments.  On  the  right 
of  the  road,  under  cover  of  the  woods.'    In  a  few  moments. we  were. 

'  led  into  action  by  you,  in  person.  Since  you  witnessed  the' daring  of 
my  regiment  while  advancing*  towards  the. enemy,  under  a  terrific 
tSre,  ap^ the  disadvantages ^  under  wlTlch  they  labored  in  meeting  re- 
treating batterieET,  and  in  not  knowing  with  accuracy* the  point  for 
which  they  had  been  'designated,  I  shall  leave  it  to  you,  General,  tQ  * 
fl»y  all  that  is  necessary  in  their  praise.  *         ^  * 

So  soon  as  "the*enemy  appeared  in  sight,  the  order  was  given  Tor 
oiy  regiment  to  charge,  which  we  did,  without  faltering,  and  drove 
him  before  us  for  at  Idast  one''  mile,  ev'cry  inch  of  which  was  hotly 
eontested^  It  was  now  near  sunset,  and'  finding  that  *he  had  fallen 
ttpon  his  Reserves,  which  extended  for  beyond  my  right  flank,  and^ 
that  we  had  driven  away^e  immediate  force  that  were  protectins  '  ^ 
enemy's  batteries,  I  ordere/l  a  change  of  pbsition,  so  as  to  refdfl 
rear  of  General  Pender's  brigade?  which  was  then  sidyancing  tl 

'  support.     About  this  time,  I  was  myself  disabled  by  a  slight  woui 
on  thehe&d,.but,  by  the  assistance  of  some  of  my  men,  was  enablet^ 
for  a  while, 4o  keep  the  field*  anji  to  sdnd  a  portion  of  my  men  again 
into  action  under  command  of  JSdajor  J.  T.  Hill.'  ^        . 

During  .Ai9  action,  and  in  th&  reformation  jtist  apoken  of,  I  tajne 
occasion  to  acknowledge  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  me^  mf 

,      .     Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


495 


5nt,  and  the  oanse,  bj  Bfajor  Hill,  who  was  alwa jb.  readj  to 
I  himself  tp  the  hottest  fire;  lo  Lieutenant L/ D.  Stockton,  mj 
nt,  who  was  by/my  side  daring  the  whole  action;. except  when 
g  official  messages,  under  the  enemy's*  fire,  and  <  did  ^gjeat 
)  in  aesiating  me  in  rallying  the  men;  Lieutenant  Munro,  of ' 
cond  North  Carolina. regiment,  who  was  acting  as  volunteer; 
lant  in  (company  B  also  di9tinguiBhed.him8elf  hf  conspicuoua 
y.  Captain  J.  McLecfd  Turner,  company  F,  and  hi9  eommand, 
;uished  themselves^  as  .they  have-  always  hitherto , done,  by  Ae\ 
ess  with  which  they  ajpproached  the  foe.  Lieutenants  Murchi* 
»aipany  C,,al8aproved  himself  a  worthy  successor  of  his  disabled 
1,  R.  B.  McRae.     It  was  in  this  contest' tha't  Lieutenant  J.. 

Alexander  was  mortally*  and^Lieutenanfs  Dickey  and  Bl^tek^ 
riously,  wounded.     Li«ihis  battle  I  have  no  oompiaint  $o  make^^ 

officer  or  man  in  their  advance  upon  the  enemy ;. and  I  beg, 
rapeeially  to  commend  the  conduct,  not  only  of  the,  officers . 
I  liaTe  just  named,  but  also  of  Captain  J.  O.  Harris,  company 
I  Lieutenant  A.  A.  Pool,  commanding  company  K.     This  night 
;iment  spent  upon   tne  field ;  and  on  Tuesday  evening,  about.- 
o'clock,  while  we  were  under. marching  orders,  and  actually  on. 
irch,  we  were  ordered   into  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill.     We 
;ed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  but  the  darlc-  • 
fcme  upon  us  so  rapidly  that  we. were  not  activelr  engaged  that 
We  were  then  continued  in  the  {pursuit  of  iae  enemy^  nntU 
h'  instant,  whejoi  we  were  ordered  to  our  present  camp^  fo^ 
Tom  Bishmond. 

ing  these  contests  we  have  lost  six  officers  killed  or  mortally 
ed,  and  sixteen  wounded,  twenty-nine  men  killed  on  the  field, 
0  hundred  and  two  wounded:  *TJie  ntimber  actually  carried, 
tion  <m  Friday,  27th*ultimo,  was  near  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
\  %nd  men.  In  specially  commending  certain  officers,  whose 
t  was  markedly  brought  to  my  own  notice,  I  have  reason  to  - 

that  my  officers  generally  J^ehaved  (^^uite  as.  gallantly  as  they, 
painful  duty,  in  such  a  regiment,  to  record  the  fact  that  Lieja< , 
Ww  O.  (jwin,  of  company  K,  absented  himself  from  iiis  com* 
kud  regiment,  without  leave,,  as  did,  also,  Lieutenant  M.  W., 
f  company  A,  after  the  fight  on  Friday.  It  is  but  fair,  how* 
0  these  officers  to.  state  that  no  official  investigation  has  jet 
place  of  their.cohduot  upon  this  occasion.  ^ 
have  the  honor.  General,  to  be, . 

With  high  respect,  yom*  obedient  servaHit,  ^ 

ED.  GRAHAM^AYWOOD, 
CokruBlf  eommuhding  Seventh  Regi$f^  N.  6.  T^roapL 


t 
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..  REPt)ET  OF  COLONEL  STARKB. 

Seadquartekb  Sixtieth  Reg.  ^BonnA  Vols.,  > 
.  July:  1,9,  1868.  J 

Oaptain  G.  F.  Harrison, 

Assistant  Adjutqnt  General^  First  Brigade, 

•  Light  Diviston :  , 

.    Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followi]^  report  of  the^part 

taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  late  battles  before  Richmond : 

.    O^  the  morning  of  the  36th  Ultimo,,  orders   were  received  to  hold 

tthe  regiment  in  •  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.     At  three 

«o'elocky  P.  M.y  on  that  day  we  received  the  order  to  take  up  the  line 

.of  march.  Obeying  this  order,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  ai 
Meadow  Bridge,  and,  in  connection,  with  the  other  regiments  tsom* 
posing 'the  brigade,  drove  in  the  enemy's  nickets  to  withih  a  half  mile 

.of  Mechanicsville,  at  which  point  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle  in  rear  of  the  fifty-fifth.. Virginia,  on  the  right  of  the  road. 

.  Advancing  steadily,  we  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  MechanicsviUe* 

•  Immediately  bey<)nd  this  point  we  encountered  a  severe'fire  from  their 
batteries  in  crossing  an  open  field  in  their  front.  In  obedience  to  or- 
ders, tbei  direction  was  changed  to  the  left, -and,  marching  by  that 
fl%nk,  we  reached  the  cover  of  the  woods  on  tha|  sfde,  where  we  were 

*halted.  Here  we  were  exposed  for  a  few  moments  to  a  most  galling 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries^  ander  which  £re  I  was  wounded  in 
the  hand,  and  turned  over  the  command  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  IL 
Jones,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  facts  connected  with  theYeport 
from  that  time,  until  I  resumed  the  command.  Proceeding  thfoagh 
thia  wood,  another  field  was  crossed  and  another  n^ood  again  entered^ 

•  wher0  the  enemy  was  drawn«up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  erest  of  the 
UU  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  smatf  branch  in  the  ravine  in  front  of 

.us. '  Advancing  through  this  wood,  the  regiment  having  been  wheeled 
into  lin^  of  battle,  we  moved  down  the  side  of  the  hill,  took  our  poai- 

^tion  in  rear  of  the  forces  of  a  brigade  immediately  in  our  front,  l^nd 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  Here,  for  at  least  two  hourft,  the  battle 
raged  most  violently.  .  .  .  *• 

Our  loss  here  was  considerable,  Lieutenant'  Siely,  of  company  I, 
being  killed ;  Captain  Oaynor  and  Lieutenant  Pazton,  of  company 
JE*y  and  Lieuteniuxt  Pack,  of  cotppany  A,  being  wounded,  and  many 
privates,  both  killed  Mid  wounded..  .         * 

About  ten  o'clock,  Friday,  morning,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to 
move  in  the  dire'crion  of  Gaines'  Mill,  'Lieutenant  Colonel;  B.  H. 
.  Jones  still  in  command  of  the  feeiment.  Having  paese^  beypnd  the 
mill,  the  brigade  was  halted  and  disposition,  made  to  support  General 
Andersen's  brigade,  which  had  .been  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy, 
strongly  pqjsted  it.  fron^tb  the  right  of  the  road*.  This  regiment  was 
formed  in  column  of  companies,  at  half  ^distance,  \o  support  tbe  regi« 
meiftts  <^.the  brigade  in-line  of  battle  in  frbnt.*^.  Adfaa<nng»  after  a 
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t  d/tifjt  throitgh  th«  w«od,  we  drove  bftck  tbe  enemy's  ehuq). 
^ters  in  fche  direction  of  his  main  line.  Emerging  into  a  field  in 
t,  the  command  was  given  to  cbarge/-and  the  regiments  in  firont, 
K>rted  bj  this  regiment,  (the  sixtieth  Virginia,)  rashed  forward 
load  shontB.  Unfortnnately,  however,  we  had  proceeded  bnt  a 
hundred  yards,  when,  upon  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill,  within 
view  of  the  enemy,  the  centre  of  the  line  encountered  a  house 
garden  fence,  which  broke  the  line  of  the  regiments  in  front.  At 
Mime  time  the  enomy  opefted  upon  us  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery  and 
betry.  Nevertheless  this  regiment  maintained  its  position  until 
e  regiments  in  front,  said  to  belong  to  General  Anderson's  brig- 
gave  way,  falling  back  through  the  brigade.  We  were  then  com- 
ded  *'to  fall  back  in  order,"  by  the  General  commanding.  This 
ement  was  attended  ^ith  some  confusion,  but  a  large  proportion 
lie  regiment  rallied  gallantly  around  their  flag  and  many  members 
ther  regiments,  exhorted  by  the  General  commanding,  and  others, 
ed  with  us.  Here  Gapt.  Tomkins,  of  company  G,  was  killed  while 
antly  exhorting  his  command  to  stand  by  their  colors.  Not  being 
sable  to  attempt  another  charge  at  that  time,  we  fell  back  to  the 
ds,  where  the  regiment  remained  until  again  ordered  forward  in 
final  and  victorious  charge,  in  whioii  charge,  however,  the  regi<« 
it  did  not  act  as  conspicuous  a  part  as  was  desirable,  owing  to'  a 
apprehension  of  orders;  but  the  whole  command  behaved  with  re- 
ki^le  coolness^  though  exposed  ft^  several  hours  to  a  most  bar- 
ing fire  of  shell  and  musketry.  The  regiment  remained  on  the 
le-field  until  Sunday  morning,  when  the  brigade  crossed  the 
ckahominy.  jl 

fn  Sunday  evening,  I  rejoined  (hwtegiment  and  resumed  the  com- 
id.  • 

^n  Monday  evening,  the  30th,  we  were  ordered  to  the  support  of 
lera)  Kemper's  brigade,  then  engaged  near  Frasier's  &rm,  with 
overwhelnving  force  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  advanced  at 
ble-quick,  nearly  two  miles,  to  the  brow  of  a  hill»  where  a 
ery  of  eight  guns  (Randall's  Pennsylvania  battery)  was  posted, 
oh. had  been  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  by  them  recaptured  before 
reached  the  ground.  We  were  immediately  formed  into  line  of 
le,  the  fifky-Bixth  Virginia  on  our  right,  uid  ordered  to  retake 
bettory.  Delivering  a  few  volHes,  the  regiment  moved  forward, 
rged  the  enemy,  drove  them  in  and  through  the  woods  for  a  con<- 
irable  distance,  killing,  wounding  and  taking  many  of  them  pria- 
rs  and  recapturing  the  battery.  Upon  reaching  the  wood,  however, 
enemy  poured  a  heavy  fire  into  our  line,  upon  whieh,  the  com- 
id  was  given  to  ^'charge  bayonets."  This  command  was  obeyed 
li  great  alacrity  and  very  many  of  the  enemy  tell  before  the  formi- 
1^  weapon.  After  driving  them  for  a  half  mile  beyond  this  point, 
regiment  was  ord^ed  to  halt,  iprhere  we  remained  for  a  half  a|i 
ir^  H  being  then  quite  dark.  The  enemy  not  a^ain  appearing,  the 
imeni  was  ordered  to  retium  to  the  battery,  and  there  remain  until 
pieo6f  were  carried  from  the  field.  This  aeeemplislied,  we  re- 
Md  to  theroad  and  bivouacked  ^  the  pight.    In  tiiis  ngaipBBimt.      t 
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Captain  GilHam^  oompsny  K,  and  Lieutenant  Moore,  company  7^ 
were  wonnded,  with  a  loss  of  many  privates  killed  and  wounded. 
Suffering  from  a  wound  in  my  hand,  I  was  again  compelled  td  relin- 
quish the  command,  and  left  the  regiment  in  charge  of  Major  Sum- 
OQers — Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H.  Jones  being  quite  unWell,  and  haying 
been  sent  to  Richmond  by  advice  of  the  sufgeon. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
with  the  brigade,  but  was  not  called  into  action.     In  closing  this  re- 

S»ort,  I  must  beg  leave  to  mention,  most  particularly,  the  great  gal- 
antry  and  coolness  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jones,  who  was 
most  conspicuous  in  every  engagement  until  forced  to  leave  the  field 
of  battle ;  and  it  was  to  me  a  source  of  intense  satisfaction  that, 
when  forced  to  relinquish  the  command,  I  was  enabled  to  place  the 
regiment' under  the  charge  of  so  capable  and  brave  an  officer.  Major 
Summers  led  gallantly  in  various  charges  in  which  the  regiment  was 
t^ngaged,  acting  with  coolness  and  discretion.  To  Lieutenant  Pol- 
lock, adjutant  of  the  regiment,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  rendered ; 
conspicuous  in  the  field,  leading  the  men  in  every  fight,  and  aiding 
most  materially  in  .rallying  the  regiment  around  its  colors.'  Of  the 
officers  of  the  line,  Captain  Hammond  and  Lieutenants  George  Given 
and  Johnson,  company  D ;  Captain  Taylor  and  Lieutenants  McClin- 
tic  and  Larew,  of  company  E ;  Captain  Coyner  and  Lientenanta 
Cabell,  Paxton  and  Moore,'  company  F ;  Captain  Rowan,  Lieutenants 
Pack  and  Shanklin,  company  A;  Captain  Johnston,  Lieutenants 
Canon  and  Toibough,  company  B;  Captain  Dews,  Lieutenants  Easly 
and  Darlington,  (the  latter  commanding  the  infirmary  corps,)  of  com- 
pany C  ;  Captain  Bailey,  Lieutenants  Hale  and  Belcher,  company  H ; 
Captain  Gilliam,  Lieutenants  Wilson,  Heslip  and  Tucker,  company 
E ;  Captain  Thompkins,  (killed,)  LieAenants  Ingraham  and  Kelly ,^ 
company  G ;  Lieutenant  George,  commanding  company  I,  aided  by* 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  and  Lilly,  (the  latter  killed,)  all  displayed 
conspicuous  gallantry. 

I  desire  to  notice^  particularly,  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
(}eorg6,  not  only  throughout  the  engagements  in  which  the  regiment 
participated,  but  for  past  merits  while  in  charge  of  company  I,  in  faitli- 
fuHy  discharging  the  responsible  duties  of  his  position.  After  Cap* 
tain  Coyner  received  his  wounds,  on  the  26th,  the  command  of 
company  V  devolved  on  First  lieutenant  Caboll,  who,  in  the  suc- 
ceeding engagements,  deported  himself  with  remarkable  coolness  and 
bravery.  Lieutenant  Ingraham,  of  company  G,  who  assumed  com- 
mand of  company  G  upon  the  death  of  Captain  Tpmpkins,  attracted 
tiie  attention  of  all  by  his  unshrinking  courage  and  resolution.  Tha 
highest  terms  of  praise  apply  with  equal  justice  to  Lieutenants 
Onrren,  company  B ;  Easly,  of  company  0 ;  Hale,  of  company  H^ 
upon  whom^  owing  to  the  wounds  or  sickness  of  their  captains,  in 
particular  engagements,  devolved  the  command  of  their  respec- 
tive companies.  Lieutenant  I^rew,  company  B,  particularly,  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  the  charge  of  the  SOtb,  seising  the  colors 
of  the  regiment  from  the  color-bearer,  who'  was  exhausted,  he  bors 
tkem  gallantly  in  front  of  the  regiment  until  the  enemy  were  driven 
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from  the  field.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  in  this  conneetion,  that  Liea' 
tenant  Summers,  company  A,  was  absent  on  detailed  service,  and 
Lieutenants  Jones,  company  B ;  Johnson,  company  0 ;  Rector,  com- 
pany G ;  Garr,  company  H,  and  Captain  Byan,  company  I,  were 
absent,  sick,  during  these  engagements. 

I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  Sergeant-major  Gerbell,  a  mere  youth, 
were  I  to  omit  calling  special  attention  to  the  coolness  and  soldier- 
like bearing  that  marked  his  conduct  throughout.  I{e  is  a  young 
officer  of  great  promise. 

Ordnance-sergeant  Peyton  also  discharged  his  duties^ith  prompt!- 
lade  and  fideliey.  Captain  McDonald,  quartermaster,  and  Captain 
Estelle,  regimental  commissary,  were  prompt  and  efficient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  and  their  general  conduct  ever  since  their  con- 
nection with  the  regiment,  has  been  worthy  of  all  praise.  To  Sur- 
geon H.  B.  Noel  and  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  B.  Capehart,  I  was  un-- 
der  many  obligations  for  their  unwearied  and  skillful  attentions  to  < 
the  wounded  of  the  regiment.  The  non-commissioned  oQoers,  with 
hot  three  exceptions,  acted  their  parts  well. 

I  oannot  close  this  report  without  noticing  the  conduct  of  Privates 
George  B.  Taylor,  company  E,  and  Bobert  A.  Christian,  company  L 
The  former  may  be  styled  the  father  of  the  reginient.     Near  sizjty 
jears  of  age,  he  volunteered  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  < 
his  energy,  patriotism,  and  general  good  conduct,  as  well  as  his  deter- 
mined bravery  in  all  the  recent  engagements,  have  excited  the  admi-  • 
ration  of  all.     Private  Christian,  in  the  bayonet  charge  of  the  SOtk, . 
was  assailed  by  no  less  than  four  of  the  enemy  at  the  same  instant. 
He  succeeded  in  killing  three  of  them  with  his  own  hands,  though . 
wounded  in  several  places  by  bayonet  thrusts,  and  his  brother,  £11 . 
Ohristian,  going  to  his  aid,  despatched  the  fourth.     Bev.  Nathaniel 
.  G.  Bobinson,  formerly  a  Lieutenant  in  company  I,  but  who  was  not 
a  candidate  for  re-election,  returned  to  the  regiment  after  a  brief  ab- 
sence, and  taking  his  musket,  fought  gallantly  through  the  battles  ^f 
the  26th,  27th,  and  Stith  ultimo,  in  the  last  of  which  he  received  a 
slight  wound.     Such  conduct,  prompted  by  patriotism  and  a  sense  of 
duty  alone,  is  worthy  ojf  note.     For  a  detailed  account  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  generally,  I 
beg  leavo  to  refer  you  to  the  several  company  reports  accompanying  ; 
Ihia  document 

W.  E.  STABKE,  • 
GJond,  commanding  6()/A  Virginia  rtgimtnt 


\  • 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  F.  MARSHALL. 

Headquarters  First  Regiment  Rifles,  S.  C.  V. 
•  Second  Brigade^  LiglU  Division. 

To  Brigadier  Oeneral  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade^  Light  Division: 

Sir  :  In  oiedience  to  orders  from  headquarters,  I  baire  tlie  bor 
fvbffiit  tlM  following  report  as  embracing  tbe  part  that  my  regi 
look  in  the  battles  before  Richmond,  commencing  Thursday,  the 
June,  and  ending  on  Tuesday  night,  Ist  July,  instant : 

On  Wednesday  night,  the  25th  Jane,  the  brigade  took  up  the 
^. march  for  lAeadow  Bridge,  on  the  Ofaickahominy,  and  halted 
•Ihree,  A.  M.,  to  rest  the  troops,  preparatory  to  the  coming  stru 
'On  Thursday  evening,  four,  P.  M.,  the  brigade  was  put  in  moti< 
Meadow  Bridge,  which  we  reached  about  six,  P.  M.,  the  c 
having  abandoned  all  their  entrenchments  near  the  bridge  and  1 
hwk  upon  their  stronghold  at  Mechanicsville.  The  other  brigw 
»tii<e  division  having  engaged  the  enemy  in  and  around  Meehsnic! 
tibere  seemed  to  be  no  immediate  need  of  our  brigade,  and,  in 
^tfence  to  orders,  I  formed  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle,  in  reai 
'htdge  row,  to  await  further  orders.  Here,  during  a  heavy  caiin< 
-^  ^ell  and  grape,  my  regiment  was  put  to  a  severe  trial  of 
'Ck^tirage  for  two  and  a  half  hours  without  the  privilege  of  retm 
'a  shot ;  but  I  am  happy  to  report  that  not  a  man  shrank  from  hie 
•of  duty.  I  had  one  private  killed  by  a  shell — Samuel  0.  Re 
^company  G.  Night  closed  with  the  capture  of  Mechanicsville. 
^ the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  second  brigade  of  Major  General 
ffiU's  division  was  put  in  the  advance  and  pressed  on  after  the  e 
•as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  allow.  On  approaching  G: 
Mill,  the  eneimy  was  discovered  in  strong  force  on  the  opposrt 
*of  the  creek,  to  resist  our  crossing  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  b: 
•After  reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy,  the  second  br 
'was  soon  foimed  into  line  of  battle.  Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  ; 
"Supported  by  Colonel  Edwards ;  Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  enpf 
by  Colonel  Marshall.  Thus  formed,  we  advanced  upon  the  ei 
and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  we  opened  fire  they  retreated  in  the  < 
tion  ef  €old  Harbor.  The  division  having  crossed  over,  G< 
C^regg  was  again  put  in  the  advance  and  was  ordered  to  reconi 
and  scour  the  woods  and  fields  that  lay  on  the  left  of  the  road  le 
to  the  enemy's  works^  For  this  purpose  the  same  line  of  battl 
formed  by  the  brigade  as  before  crossing  at  Gaines'  Mill,  ai 
erder  to  advance  given.  As  Boon  as  we  discovered  the  enemy,  p 
in  a  pine  thicket,  the  charge  was  made,  and  in  ten  minutes  we  i 
them  out,  and  those  we  did  not  capture  or  wound  beat  a  hasty  n 
to  the  main  battle-ground,  selected  and  fortified  by  the  enemy, 
two,  P.  M.,  we  advanced^to  Cold  Harbor,  where  we  rested  a  fe^ 
ments,  preparatory  to  a  charge  upon  the>enemyTB  positions. 
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ishsw  battery  was  ordered  forward^  which,  in  a  gallant  style, 
ted  npon  the  enemy's  position  in  front.  This  disolosed  two  heayj 
dries  of  the  enemy,  who  commenced  throwing  shot  and  shell  inte 
ranks  at  a  destractive  rate.  The  second  brigade  was  now  formed 
line  of  battle,  with  Colonel  ELamilton  on  the  light.  Colonel  Mar- 
[  in  the  centre,  Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  and  Colonel  Edwards 
t  support.  In  this  position  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy  at  a 
)le-quick,  under  heavy  discharges  of  shell,  grape  and  canister, 
y  falling,  killed  and  wounded.  We  dashed  through  tree  tops, 
,  marshes  and  branches,  driving  the  enemy  before  us  until  we  goi 
ession  of  the  brow  of  the  hill  upon  which  the  enemy^s  batteries, 
;rong  force,  were  posted.  Here  we  remained  for. about  two  hours, 
>scd  to  canister,  grape  and  musketry,  while  a  heavy  cannonade 
going  on  over  our  heads  between  the  Crenshaw  Wtery  and  those 
be  enemy.     At  four,  P.  M.,  you  having  determined  to  take  a  hat-i  I 

which  bad  been  throwing  grape  and  canister  on  our  right,  called 
;he  .first  rifles.  South  Carolina  volunteers.  I  asked  what  Were 
r  orders  1  You  replied  that  you  wanted  me  to  take  a  battery  with 
regiment,  which  had  been  playing  on  our  right,  and  drive  the 
uy  back.  **  The  battery  was  about  five  hundred  yards  in  that  di* 
ion,"  pointing  with  your  hand.  I  replied  that  I  would  do  it  if  it 
i  possible.  I  placed  the  two  flanking  companies,  Captain  Perrin's 
Captain  J.  J.  Norton's,  one  hundred  yards  in  front,  as  skirmish^, 
covering  the  front  of  my  regiment  when  deployed,  and  under  thsi 
mand  of  Captain  Perrin.     I  placed  Captain  Miller's  company 

paces  in  rear  of  Captain  Per^n's,  to  support  him ;  and  Captain 
3s  M.  Norton  fifty  paces  in  rear  of  Captain  J.  J.  Norton,  to  sup^ 

him.  I  placed  the  four  companies  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
)nel  Leadbetter.  In  rear  of  these  companies,  thus  disposed,  I 
ed  the  six  remaining  companies,  viz :  Captains  Harrison's, 
ire's.  Cox's,  Henagan'a,  Hawthorn's  and  Hadden's — all  the  cap* 
s  being  present  and  in  command  of  their  respective  companies. 
>r«  giving  the  command  to  advance,  I  called  tipon  the  regiment 

remember  the  State  from  whence  they  came,  to  put  their  tmai 
rod,  and  acquit. themselves  like  men."  At  this  awful  momeni 
e  was  not  a  quiver  nor  a  pallid  cheek,  nor  any  disposition  to  give 

on  account  of  feeble  health,  when  there  w^re,  as  I  personally 
w,  more  than  twenty  men  who  had  just  risen  from,  beds  of  4ucl^ 
\  to  participate  in  the  battles.     There  was-  a  calmness  and  settled 
irmination  on  the  part  of  every  man  '^  to  do  or  die"  in  the  at^ 
pt.     I  gave  the  command,  **  Double-quick,  march,"  and,  as  soon 
re  had  gained  the  old  field,  **  Charge  bayonets,"  at  the  same  tim* 
ioying  the  six  remaining  companies  to  the  left,  supporting  tbt 
re  line  of  skirmishers.     As  soon  as  we  emerged  frOm  the  pines 
prere  met  by.  a  most  destructive  fire  from  the  enemy  in  front  anA 
>ur  left,  and,  as  soon  as  we  had  cleared  about  one  hundred  yards*  • 
he  old  field,  two  heavy  batteries  on  our  le£t^  abeat  six  hundred' 
Is  off,' poured  into  omr  ranks  a  deadly  fire  of  grape  and  euiister« 
[ere  it  was  that  my  adjutant.  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Sloa/i,  was  sheti 
u  by  my  side,  while  gallaady  aiding  me,  and  urging  on  the>-3gle 
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diarge  of  tbe  regiment.  Here,  also,  fell  Captain  R.  A.  Ilawthorn, 
gallantly  leading  his  company.  A  few  paces  farther  fell  Captain 
Menagan,  another  noble  spirit,  leading  his  cempany.  Close  by  hia 
side  fell  his  gallant  lieutenant,  (Brown,)  and  further  fell  the  gallant 
and  patriotic  Lieutenant  Samuel  McFall,  and  near  him  fell  Sergeant- 
.  Major  McGhee,  nobly  cheering  the  men  on  to  the  charge.  My  men, 
although  now  under  three  cross  fires,  and  falling  thick  and  fast  from 
one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  never  once  faltered.  Finding  no 
battery^  they  dashed  on  to  the  woods  in  front,  where  were  posted 
seven  regiments  of  the  enemy,  including  the  Pennsylvania  reseryes. 
Here  my  men  got  the  first  chance,  to  exchange  shots.  They  com- 
menced a  deadly  fire  upon  the  enemy,  advancing  upon  them  as  they 
delivered  their  fire — ^some  of  the  men  having  it  hand  to  hand,  club- 
bing their  rifles,  and  then  despatching  four  or  five  with  the  bayonet — 
many  taking  dead  aim  through  the  forks  of  trees.  While  this  suc- 
oessful  movement  was  going  on,  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  was 
about  being  out  flanked  by  about  five  hundred  New  York  Zouaves, 
who  came  down  upon  my  left  in  a  desperate  charge.  I  looked  for 
my  support,  but  could  not  see  any,  and  then  to  the  left  of  the*  field 
for  the  other  two  regiments,  but  could  not  see  either  of  them,  and 
thus  I  was  left  alone,  contending  against  seven  regiments.  At  this 
time  Lieutenant  Higgins  gathered  around  him  some  thirty  riflemen, 
^  who  poured  into  the  ranks  of  the  Zouaves  such  a  deadly  fire  as  to 
*  bring  their  left  to  a  stand  still.  During  this  halt  of  the  Zouaves,  I 
ordered  my  regiment'to  fall  back  (after  having  driven  the  enemj  to 
their  eamp)  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  where  we  entered,  and,  then 
filing  to  the  right,  conducted  them  in  safety  down  a  road,  where  X 
formed  the  remnant  under  cover  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  Zouaves. 
Just  as  I  was  forming,  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  up,  and 
assisted  us  in  giving  a  complete  check  to  any  further  movement  of  the 
enemy  in  this  quarter.  Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  desperate 
charges  I  ever  before  witnessed ;  and  I  feel  thankful  to  a  kind  Provi- 
dence that  80  many  of  us  escaped,  to  witness  the  most  complete 
^umphof  our  arms  in  the' hardest  contested  battle  before  Richmond, 
and  the  one  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  Yankee  army.  That  night 
the  regiment,  in  connection  with  Colonel^amilton's  and  a  portion  of 
the  thirteenth  Sou^  Carolina  volunteers,  under  command  of  Major 
Farrow,  slept  upon  the  battle-field. 

On  Saturday  morning,  I  called  for  a  report  of  the  different  compa- 
^nies  of  my  regiment,  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  and  found 
from  their  reports  that  my  worst  fears  were  realized,  as  to  the  de« 
atruction  of  my  regiment.  In  that  charge  we  had  sustained  a  loss  of 
4eventy*8ix  killed,  two  hundred  and  twenty.one  wounded,  and  fifty- 
height  missing ;  snd  I  had  only  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  officers, 
Aon-commissioned  officers  and  privates  for  duty.  Early  that  morning 
I  made  a  detail  from  each  company  to  bury  their  dead,  and  so  severe 
was  the  work  of  death  i^  some  of  the  companies,  that  it  took  the 
'detail  all  day  to  bury  their  dead.  This  sad  duty  performed,  we  were 
.permitted  again  to  sleep  that  night  on  the  battle-field. 

Early  Sunday  morning,  the  brigade  was  put  under  marohing  or« 
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derSy  and  aboat  nine  o^oloek,  A.  M.,  we  took  op  the  line  of  march  for 
the  soath  side  of  the  Chichahominy,  via  New  Bridge.  After  marck^ 
ing  Qtitil  nine  o^cIock  that  night,  we  bivoaaoked  about  twelve  miles, 
below  Richmond,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  close  upon  the  rear  of  the. 
enemy,  who,  we  learned,  had  been  driven  that  day  and  'the  day  pre* 
vioo&^pm  iiis  strong  fortifications  in  front  of  Richmond. 

O^^onday,  the  30th,  we  took  up  the  lino  of  march,  and  pushed 
dowPthe  Darbytown  road  itntil  we  came  upon  the  enemy,  strongly 
entrenched,  behind  breastworks.  The  brigades  of  our  division  that 
were  in  front  of  the  second  brigade  were  soon  engaged  with  thb 
enemy,  and  our  brigade  was  permitted  to  rest  for  a  few  moments^ 
preparatory  to  any  emergency  that  might  occun  More  troops  were 
called  for  by  General  Hill,  and  the  second  brigade  was  rapidly  ad* 
vanced  to  the  field  of  action.  When  near  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
two  regiments  (Colonels  Edwards  and  McGowan)  were  advanced  to 
the  right,  to  engage  the  enemy,  and  the  other  three  regiments  (Colo- 
nels Hamilton,  Barnes  and  my  own,)  were  advanced  to  the  left,  to 
engage  the  enemy  if  they  presented  themselves.  Here  we  were  ex» 
posed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  not  being  able  to  return  a 
single  shot,  on  account  of  our  friends — General  L^gstreet^s  divieion 
being  in  front.  Here  I  had  nine  wounded,  without  the  least  chance 
of  inflicting  any  damage  upon  the  enemy ;  but  we  had  the  consolation 
of  hearing  the  shouts  of  triumph  from  our  friends  in  front,  and  the 
rout  of  our  enemies.  Wo  slept  upon  the  battle-field  that  night.  The 
next  morning  we  were  marched  back  to  the  brigade  camping  ground 
that  we  had  occupied  the  day  before,  for  the  purpose  .of  having  rations 
issued  to  the  troops.  Here  we  rested,  as  a  reserve  to  the  forces  that 
Vere  engaged  in  the  Tuesday's  battle.  About  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  second  brigade,  in  connection  with  the  other  brigades  t>f 
the  division,  was  put  in  motion,  to  render  any  assistance  that  might 
be  needed  by  our  friends  in  the  desperate  battle  that  was  then  raging. 
We  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  our  advancing  column,  ready  to 
strike  a  blow  when  most  needed.  Here  we  were  again  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  for  an  hour,  but,  fortunately,  no  one  of 
my  regiment  was  injured. 

Thus  ended  the  series  of  hard-fought  battles  before  Richmond,  re- 
snlting  in  the  complete  triumph  of  the  Confederate  arms,  and  the 
repulse  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the  self-styled 
**  Young  Napoleon,"  who  had  been  forced  to  seek  protection  under 
cover  of  their  gunboats,  thirty  miles  down  the  James  river. 

It  afiords  me  pleasure  to  bear  record  to  the  gallant  and  officerJike 

conduct  in  which  my  .field  officers  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Leadbetter  and 

Major  J.  W.  Livingston)  bore  themselves  throughout  the  day,  and 

f  especially  in  the  charge.     Major  Livingston  received  a  severe  wound 

on  the  left  side  while  making  the  charge. 

I  am  proud  to  record  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Captain  Jaoies 
M.  Perrin,  as  commander  of  the  skirmishers,  acquitted  himself*  He 
deserves  great  credit  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  he  displayed  on 
that  occasion.     Also^  Captafin  J«  J«  Norton,  his  junior,  in  command 
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of  t^e  fikirmisberSy  whowM  woanded  in  the  left^^nn  while  gaJIantly ' 
leading  his  company. 

The  handsome  manner  in  whioh  Captains  Miller  and  Miles  M.  Nor* 
ton  supported  the  adyance  companies,  entitles  them  to  great  praise. 
Captain  Miller  was  wonnded  in  the  right  side,  while  gallantly  leadinj^ 
his  company,  which  had  thirteen  killed  on  the  field.  Captain^Uleft' 
M.  Norton,  who  had  left  a  sick  bed  to  lead  his  men  into  actioliPore 
himself  in  a  gallant  manner,  at  the  head  9f  his  company,  and  is  en* 
titled  to  great  credit.  Captain  F.  E.  Harrison  was  shot  down,  having 
received  a  severe  woand  in  his  leg,  while  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
pany through  the  severest  o£  the  fight.  Captain  O.  W.  Coz  was 
shot  down  while  nobly  leading  his  company  through  the  charge.  He 
had  sixteen  men  killed  on  the  field.  Captains  Moore  and  Hadd^n, 
who  pasaed  through  unscathed,  were  distinguished  for  their  coolness 
and  bravery,  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Lieutenant  Williaift 
C.  Davis  distinguished  himself  for  his  coolness  and  bravefy  during 
the  battle.  He  received  a  severe  wound  on  the  head,  bound  it  up,  and 
fought  throughout  the  day.  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Higgine,  of  company 
6,  was  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  battle^ 
fighting  the  Zouaves,  and  bringing  them  to  a  stand  still,  with  thirty 
men.  Lieutenant  Latimer,  company  G,  fell  dangerously  wounded  in 
the  ankl'),  while  gallantly  supporting  the  skirmishers.  He  has  since 
died.  Lieutenant  McKay,  of  company  H,  was  seriously  wonnded  in 
the  arm,  while  leading  his  company  after  his  captain  fell.  Lieuten- 
ant Fhilpot,  of  company  A,  fell  dangerously  wounded,  while  sustain-* 
ing  the  charge  of  his  company.  Lieutenant  Norris,  of  company  K^ 
fell,  mortally  wounded,  (since  dead,)  while  nobly  leading  his  company^ 
afl^er  his  captain  had  fallen.  Lieutenants  John  B.  Sloan,  of  company 
D ;  Fullerton,  of  company  P ;  Pratt,  of  company  G ;  Cheshire,  of 
company  E ;  Holcomb,  of  company  A ;  Dixon,  of  company  C ;  Mace, 
of  company  H,  who  passed  through  uninjured,  deserve  fi^reat  credit 
for  the  coolness  and  bravery  displayed  by  them  throughout  the  en'- 
gagement. 

To  Lieutenant  Robertson,  company  B,  commander  of  the  infirmary  • 
corps,  the  regiment  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  prompt  and  timely  as* 
sistance  afibrded  the  wounded  during  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  This 
corps  worked  all  night,  carrying  ofi*  the  wounded,  and  were  until 
twelve  M.,  the  next  day,  before  their  labors  were  ended.  They  de- 
serve great  credit. 

To  my  surgeon.  Dr.  T.  A.  Evans,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  th» 
prompt  preparatiotis  of  the  surgical  department  for  the  battles,  and 
for  the  skill  and  ability  be  displayed  in  his  operations,  and  taking 
care  of  the  wounded. 

To  my  chaplain.  Rev.  H.  T.  Sloan,  I  have  always  been  indebted  1^ 
the  high  moral  influence  he  has  exercised  over  the  regiment,  and  par- 
ticularly after  this  bloody  battle,  in  administering  spiritual  comfort  Uy 
the  dying,  and  superintending  the  burial  of  the  dead  of  the  regiment. 
He  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  fitithful  discharge  of  the  dutiea 
of  hia  office,  under  great  privations  and  trials. 

My  commissary,  Captain  Edwards,  was  always  at  hisipost,  with  ra- 
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br  the  men>  neyejr  allowing  ihe  regiment  to  be  without  some* 
to  eat  during  the  battles. 

quartermastery  Captain  Thomas  B.  Lee,  was  transferred,  b  few 
ireviotts,  to  the  brigade  staff,  in  which  he  bore  himself  gallantly. 
;reatl7  indebted  to  him  for  his  valuable  services  while  acting  as 
Tmaster  to  my  regiment, 

my  special  aids,  Lieutenants  J.  T.  Parks  and  William  J.  Mar- 
I  was  greatly  indebted  during  the  battle  for  their  valuable  ser- 
n  extending  my  orders.  They  distinguished  themselves  for 
!Oolness  and  bravery.  During  the  day.  Lieutenant  Parks  cap- 
seven  prisoners.  ^  '  • 
ing  the  charge,  my  color-sergeant,  Kyle,  of  company  B,  was 
^uished  for  his  coolness  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  bore 
^mental  flag.  When  in  the  thickest  of  the  flight,  he  was  shot 
dangerously  wounded  through  the  thighs.  Corporal  Milford,  of 
ny  F,  one  of  the  color-guard,  gathered  the  colors  and  bore 
triumjjhantly  through  the  charge.  It  has  three  bullet-holes 
;h  it,  and  one  nearly  cutting  the  staff  in  two. 
the  gallant  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  who  each 
ally  distinguished  himself  for  coolness  and  bravery  during  the 
'  battle,  the  country  owes  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude.  It  is  the 
5  who  has  to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  his  name 

be  placed  high  in  the  niche  of  fame.  They  are  all  entitled  to 
jhest  reward  of  a  grateful  country  » 

s  gratifying  for  me  to  report  upon  the  accurate  and  deliberate' ' 
of  my  regiment.     There  was  not  a  tree  on  the  side  where  we 
d  the  woods,  marked  by  a  hM  higher  than  six  feet,  and  lower 
he  knees,  while  on  the  Yankee  side,  they  ranged  from  thirty 
>wn  to  the  ground. 

result  of  our  contest  with  the  enemy  was,  two  hundred  and  • 
iree  regulars  and  Pennsylvanians,  and  thirty- two  New  York 
ss  killed  on  the  field,  and  twenty- three  woui;ided  prisoners, 

them  a  major  and  a  first  lieutenant, 
ist  that  the  part  performed  by  my  regiment  in  the  recent  battles 

Richmond  meets  with  the  approval  of  our  Generar.  Tho 
It  ambition  of  the  regiment  was  to  perform  every  duty  in  the 
struggle  assigned  to  it,  and  to  contribute,  by  its  efforts,  in  con- 
n  with  other  regiments,  to  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  en- 
tnd  to  see  victory  perch  upon  the  Confederate  standards. 

following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  casualties  of  the  first  regiment 
South  CarolinAfwolunteers,  as  made  out  by  the  commanders  of 
nies  on  the  12th  instant.  Copies  of  such  reports  accompany 
port: 

il  killed,  eighty -one;  wounded,  two  hundred  and  thirty,  four; 
g,  four.     Total,  three  hundred  and  nineteen, 
ried  into  action,  fiye  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
rmary  corps,  forty.  ' 

leer  corps,  ten. 
il  on  field  for  duty,  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 
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In  reference  to  proper  persons  to  be  recommended  for  promotionft, 
I  ask  for  further  time,  and  desire  a  conference^with  the  General. 
Respectfally  sobrntted, 

J.  FOSTER  MARSHALL, 
Colonel  \st  Regiment  Rifles,  S.  C.  Volunteers. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CRENSHAW. 

Headquarters  Crenshaw's  Battery,      > 
Near  Hichmand,  July  14,  1862.  ) 

Gjekeral:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  10th  instant,  I  beg 
leave  respectfally  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Soon  after  receiving' your  orders  (while  in  camp  at  Dr.  Friend's 
house,  Wednesday,  25th  June)  to  cook  two  days'  rations,  and  prepare 
to  march  that  evening,  the  enemy  opcned«fire  tfpon  us  from  the  earth 
irorks  he  had  just  thrown  up  near  Hogan's  house,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Chickahominy.  This  fire  was  kept  up  very  constantly  during 
the  day,  and  resulted  only  in  the  killing  of  two  of  my  horses.  In 
accordance  with  your  orders,  the  fire  was  not  returned  by  me.  Soon 
after,  we  started  on  the  march,  bivouacked  near  the  brook,  about  three 
o^clock,  at  night,  rested  nearly  all  of  Thursday  in  the  road,  and  in 
the  afternoon,  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  the  Meadow  Bridge,  in  the 
rear  of  yonr  brigade.  In  accordance  with  your  orders,  I  halted  the 
battery  under  shelter  of  the  hill,  about  half  a  mile  this  side  of 
Mechanicsville,  where  we  remained  until  next  morning,  receiving  the 
shells  of  the  enemy,  but  without  taking  any  part  in  the  fight.  This 
shelling  resulted  in  no  loss  to  us. 

On  Friday  morning,  27th  June,  we  started  down  the  Chickahominy 
in  rear  of  your  brigade,* and  my  battery  was  the  first  to  cross  the 
bridge  at  Gaines'  mill,  which  was  effected  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Soon  after  crossing,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  we  went  into 
battery  near  Now  Cold  Harbor  house,  and  commenced  firing  at  the 
enemy's  infantry,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  across  the  hill 
above  us.  They  were  soon  scattered  and  driven  out  of  our  sight,  and 
ve  were  opened  upon  by  three  batteries  of  the  enemy,  on  the  same 
hill,  who  fired  very  rapidly,  and  against  whom  we  then  directed  our 
fire.  Unfortunately  for  us,  our  position  was  such  that  we  could  not 
manoeuvre  our  battery  ten  yards  to  the  right  or  left,  the  opening  in 
the  woods  through  which  we  had  to  fire  being  very  narrow.  We  con- 
tinued under  the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  for  nearly  two 
^  hours,  ceasing  our  own  fire  more  than  once,  when  the  charge  on  the 
enemy's  batteries  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  our  infantry. 

During  this  engagement,  I  received  your  message  to  manoeuvre  the 
lattery  or  remove  it  from  the  field  under  fire,  at  my  discretion.  Find- 
ing that  no  infantry  of  the  enemy  were  in  sight,  and  that  we  had  been  '  ^ 
so  long  under  fire  of  their  several  batteries,  that  they  had  been  able 
to  get  our  range  very  accurately,  and  that  we  wete  being  damaged  by 
them,  having  lost  in  killed  and  seriously  wounded  five  men  and  eleven 
horses,  I,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  you  gave  me,  withdrew  my 
battery  some  two  hundred  yards  from  the  field.  After  resting  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  finding  the  enemy's  infantry  had 
formed  on  the  hill  above  us  again,  we  returned  witli  the  battery  to  its 
original  position,  soon  scattering  them,  and  then  oontinuedLfiring  upon 
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their  batteries.  While  firing  upon  the  infantry  on  the  hill  to  my  left, 
it  was  suggested  that  they  might  be  friends,  and  we  ceased  firing 
npon  them,  a  few  moments  until,  with  your  assistance,  we  could  ex- 
amine them  minutely  with  our  glasses.  You  being  satisfied  that  they 
were  not  friends,  we,  by  your  order,  opened  upon  them  again,  'when 
they  soon  disappeared  from 'our  view. 

•We  continued  in  this  second  engagement  about  an  hour,  when  two 
of  our  brass  pieces  becoming  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  the  axles, 
and  the  other  two  brass  pieces  too  hot  to  fire  with  safety,  you  ordered 
us  to  retire,  to  make  room  for  Captain  Johnson,  who  had  been  ordered 
up  to  relieve  us.  We  had  lost  in  it  four  men  killed  and  seriously 
wounded,  and  eleven  horsesf  but  succeeded  in  taking  off  the  two  dis- 
abled pieces  by  hand,  and  the  others  by  dismounting  our  chiefs  and 
hitching  their  horses  to  most  of  the  pieces.  In  accordance  with  your 
orders,  the  battery  was  then  taken  to  the  rear,  and  Lieutenant  Hobson 
started  at  twelve  o^clock,  that  night  to  Richmond,  with  the  disabled 
carriages  for  repairs,  and  a  wagon  for  ammunition,  and  men  to  bring 
out  more  horses. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  £8th  June,  what  ammunition  we  had 
left,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  solid  shot,  canister  and  long-range 
rifle  shell,  was  placed  in  the  chests  of  three  pieces,  which  we  carried 
upon  the  battle  field  of  the  previous  day.  Soon  after  we  arrived 
there,  we  received  orders  from  Major  General  Hill  to  return  with  my 
battery  to  Richmond  to  refit,  and  remain  for  orders.  Upon  my  inform- 
ing you  of  these  orders,  you  authorized  me  to  rejoin  you  as  soon  as 
I  had  fited  up,  and  that  you  would  take  the  responsibility  of  my  doing 
so  without  orders.  I  accordingly  returned  to  Richmond,  Saturday 
afternoon,  remained  there  until  the  Thursday  morning  following,  hav- 
ing succeeded  in  getting  a  temporary  detail  to  my  company  of  thirty 
men.  With  these  I  proceeded  down  the  road  and  overtook  jrour  bri- 
gade just  below  the  battle  field  of  the  Tuesday  previous,  remained 
with  you  until  the  return  of  the  division  to  its  present  position  nea* 
the  city,  without  being  in  any  other  engageteent.  We  fired  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  shots,  with  what  loss  to  the  enemy  I  do  not 
know. 

I  thus  sum  up  my  loss.  Nine  men  killed  and  seriously  wounded, 
per  list  annexed,  besides  several  others  slightly  wounded,  and  twenty- 
four  horses  killed  and  seriously  wounded,  including  the  two  killed  on» 
the  25th  of  June.  I  went  into  the  engagement  with  ninety -four  men 
and  four  officers.  None  of  my  men  left  their  guns  while  they  were 
in  battery  ;  only  two  who  were  in  the  first  engagement  failed  to  be 
present  in  the  second ;  both  of  these  sent  me  certificates  of  physicians 
that  each  had  a  foot  so  badly  mashed  as  to  unfit  them  for  duty.  There- 
fore, where  all  behaved  so  well,  I  cannot  draw  any  distinction,  and 
shall  always  be  contented  if,  in  the  future,  all  do  their  duty  as  well  as 
they  did  on  the  S7th  of  June,  which  was  the  first  regular  engagement 
the  men  were  ever  in. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 
*  ,  WM.  G.  CRENSHAW, 

Cbpkdn  camtnaniing  Crenshaufs  SaU»y^ 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  referred  to  in  above  report : 

PrxYftte  Robert  N.  Hines,  killed  instantly  on  the  field. 

Sergeant  Sidney  Str«ther,'8eriottslj  wounded  by  shell  and  minni^ 
ball;  died  during  the  night  at  his  home  in  Richmond. 

Priyate  B.  M.  Lancaster,  wounded  in  the  leg  by  ^  shell;  leg  ampa-» 
tated,  and  died  on  4th  July.  • 

Private  B.  Y.  Oraves,  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  shell  and  leg  ampu« 
tated ;  continues  very  ill,  may  probably  recover*  / 

Corporal  Wm.  B.  Allen,  severe  wound  in  the  leg  by  a  minnie  baH* 

Private  M.  T.  Rides,  severely  wounded  in  shoulder  by  minnie  balh 

Private  George  T.  Young,  severely  wounded  in  neck  by  shrapnel 
or  minnie  ball. 

Private  Marion  Enowles,  severely  wounded  in  leg  by  shell. 

Private  Thomas  J.  Mallory,  severely  wounded  in  neck  by  minaie 
ball. 

We  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  all  of  our  wounded  into  the  citf 
during  the  evening  and  night. 

W.  Gt.  CRENSHAW. 
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REPORT  OP  COLONEL  BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON. 

HEADQtARTfiBS  MaRTLAKD  LiNV,  I 

July  1,  186S.      \ 

Captain  J.  Campbell  Brown, 

Assutant  Adjutant  General,  Third  Division  :   . 

Captain  :  On  Thursday,  June  26th,  when  the  army  advanced  from 
Aehland,  the  first  Maryland  regiment,  of  my  command,  was  ordered 
to  the  front  by  Brigadier  General  Ewell,  with  directions  to  drire  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  when  found.  In  the  afternoon.  Captain  Nicholas, 
company  6,  whom  I  had  sent  in  advance,  skirmishing,  discovered  a 
cavalry  picket  at  a  church  at  the  intersection  of  the  Hundley  Corner 
and  Mechanicsville  road.  He  imtaediately  drove  them  in,  and  upon 
receiving  reinforcements  and  making  a  stand,  I  took  companies  A 
and  D,  and  drove  them  over  Beaver  creek.  Having  thus  gained  s 
hill  commanding  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  I  was  ordeied,  by  Major 
General  Jackson,  to,  hold  it  and  take  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  my 
command  and  disperse  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  some  force  beyond 
it.  This  was  done.  I  bivouacked  on  the  hill  in  reach  of  their  guns. 
.  Once  during  the  night,  they  drove  in  my  out-posts,  to  rcover  a  piece 
of  artillerji  which  they  had  masked  near  my  position,  but  which  I 
did  not  discover  until  next  morning.  I  immediately  recovered  the 
ground.  The  next  day,  June  27th,  I  again  marched  in  advance,  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  and  sixth  Loui^ana  being  in  front  as  skirmish* 
ers.  When  near  Cold  Harbor,  the  battery  was  ordered  into  position 
by  Brigadier  General  Elzey,  to  whom  I  had  reported  for  orders,  with 
the  consent  of  Major  General  Ewell,  and  the  first  Maryland  was 
called  to  support  it.*  The  cavalry  company  I  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the  first  Virginia  cavalry,  as  it  could  be  of 
no  use  detached.  Here  I  remained  until  between  five  and  six  o'clock, 
P.  M.*,  when  Major  General  Jackson  ordered  me  to  take  my  regiment 
into  action,  leaving  the  battery  with  a  cavalry  support.  I  went  ia 
about  the  centrai  point  of  the  fire.  Arriving  on  the  plateau  in  front 
of  the  Gaines'  house,  I  found  it  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  behind 
them,  a  short  distance,  a  battery  which  poured  a  continual  and  rapid 
fire  into  our  troops  in  front  of  it.  Their  infantry  held  a  strong  po- 
sition behind  tho  hank  of  the  road  in  front  of  Gaines'  house.  I 
found,  to  my  horror,  regiment  after  regiment  rushing  back  in  utter 
disorder.  The  fifth  Alabama  I  tried  in  vain  to  rally  with  my  sword 
and  the  rifles  of  my  men.  The  twelfth  Alabama  reformed  readilj  on 
my  right,  and  the  North  Carolina  regiments,  of  Colonel  McRae's  com- 
mand, at  my  appeal,  rallied  strongly  on  my  left.  Thus  reinforced, 
my  men  moved  forward  at  a  ''right  shoulder  shift,''  taking  touch  cf 
elbows,  dressing  on  the  aligntaiettt  with  the  precision  of  a  parmde. 
Not  a  man  was  missing.  Marching  straight  on,  when  a  oomrada  fell 
not  a  man  left  the  ranks  until  the  surgeon's  detail  carried  him  oC. 
We  gained  the  road  aad  the  house,  when  Brigadier  General  Wiader 
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brought  the  first  brigftdo  into  line  on  my  right,  and  ordered  me  !• 
pot  some  Georgia  regiments  of  Brigadier  General  Lawton's  eommand, 
on  my  left,  to  take  command  of  the  vhole  and  charge  the  battery. 
This  was  done.  The  whole  line  swept  forwarfl,  bat  when  close  to  the 
battery  it  limbered  np  and  fled.  Two  of  its  pieces  were  found  next 
morning  in  the  road,  a  mile  from  the  position  we  charged. 

The  conduct  of  my  men  and  officers  is  beyond  praise.  They 
marched,  each  man  in  his  place,  with  a  precision  and  firmness  which 
can  never  be  surpassed.  I  append  a  list  of  casualties.  That  night 
we  slept  on  the  battle-field,  and  next  morning,  28th,  were  ordered  in 
front,  by  Major  General  Ewell,  and  gained  the  York  River  railroad. 
Pushing  beyond  to  a  hill,  which  commanded  Bottom's  Bridge,  I 
placed  a  picket  on  the  Williamsburg  road  and  held  the  hill,  by  order, 
until  the  30th,  when  I  Was  ordered  off. 

On  the  let  of  July,  finding  myself  in  the  rear  without  orders,  I 
pushed  forward  until  I  got  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Littleton^a 
house  on  the  Malvern  Hills.  Here  I  halted  and  went  forward  with 
my  adjutant  and  adjutant  general  of  the  Maryland  line.  A  short 
distance  from  my  position,  I  met  Brigadier  General  George  B.  An- 
derson coming  bacK,  wounded,  with  the  fragments  of  his  command, 
which  had  been  repulsed,  losing  heavily.  I  rode  on,  and  just  in  front 
of  Littleton's  house,  came  suddenly  on  a  small  body  of  the  enemy 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  me.  Retiring,  I  i;eported  the  facts  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  and  asked  should  I  go  forward.  He  said : 
'*No.''  I  remained  in  position  until  dark,  under  the  most  ter- 
rific fire  of  shell  and  shrapnel  I  can  conceive  of.  At  that  time, 
finding  iroops  pouring  back  from  the  front,  and  no  one  to  get  orders 
from,  I  concluded  to  move  forward  towards  the  firing.     As  I  was 

foing  up,  Major  General  Ewell  rode  up  and  approved  of  my  action, 
then  went  on  and  found  Brigadier  General  Winder,  and  by  his 
order,  took  possession  of  the  woods  beyond  Littleton's  house,  which 
I  held  until  w#  marched.  This  gave  us  complete  command  of  the 
battle-field.  The  next  morning,  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  escorting  an 
officer  of  rank,  coming  in^pertinently  near,  was  driven  off  by  a  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  and  in  moving  off  gave  us  a  few  scattering  shots. 
On  this  day  I  lost  but  one  man,  but  my  assistant  surgeon  had  his 
horse  killed  by  a  piece  of  shell.  On  the  4th  of  July  we  occupied, 
with  Brigadier  General  Early's  command,  the  woods  in  front  of  West* 
orer  church.  On  the  5th  there  was  some  sharp  skirmishing,  btft  no 
loss,  except  that  Lieutenant  Bond,  A.  A.  General,  Maryland  line, 
had  his  horse  killed. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON, 
Colanely  commanding  Umykmd  iJne. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT  OP  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  BATTALION. 

Camp  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion,  July  10,  1868. 

Captain  J.  D.  Da&dkn, 

Aid'de  Camp  and  A.  A.  A.  Genend: 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  berewitli 
submit  a  report  of  tbe  part  taken  by  the  fifth  Virginia  battalion  in 
the  engagement  on  Tuesday,  the  Ist  instant.  About  ten  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  the  battalion  was  assigned  to  a  position  in  line  with  the  brigade, 
which  position  it  maintained  during  the  entire  engagement.  Though 
not  immediately  engaged  on  the  battle-field,  the  battalion,  during  the 
whole  time,  was  expose^  to  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grapeshot  from 
the  enemy's  battery.  The  casualties  were  one  private  killed  and  five 
wounded. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  E.  ALLEY, 
Captain  commanding  Fifth  Virginia  Battaliim, 
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REPORT  OF  FIRST  COMPANY  WASHINGTON  ARTILLERY. 

Camp  Longstreet,  Ya.^  Jaly  19,  I86S. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Walton, 

Commanding  Baiidicn  Washington  Artillery : 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  the  following  order,  I  reported  to  jfajor 
General  Longstreet  at  Phillips'  house : 

*'  Headquarters  Battalion  Washington  Arttllert,  ) 
"  Camp -,  July  6,  1862.      J 

**  Captain  Sqniers  will  report,  with  his  battery  of  rifle  gnns,  to 
General  Longstreet,  at  his  headquarters  at  Phillips'  house. 

**  J.  B.  Walton,  Colonel  commandingj'* 

Generel  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  follow,  with  my  battery,  such 
dijections  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee  would  point  out.  Colo- 
nel Lee  accompanied  me  over  a  farm  road  leading  into  the  Charles 
City  road.  Reaching  this  road,  I  marched  to  a  point  opposite  Wad- 
dill's  farm,  and  there  awaited  the  arrival  of  th^cavalry,  which  I  was 
informed  would  support  the  battery.  The  cavalry  arrived  abont  dark, 
and,  in  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  General  Stuart,  I  followed 
with  my  battery,  arriving  at  Dr.  Wilcox's  house,  situated  one  mile 
from  James  river,  about  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Lee  to  halt. 

After  reconnoitering  the  position  my  guns  were  to  occupy.  Colonel 
Lee  ordered  me  to  march,  taking  a  road  known  as  the  road  to  Wil* 
cox^B  wharf.  On  arriving  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  river,  I 
placed  my  battery,  by  sections,  on  a  bluif,  protected  on  the  right  by 
thick  woods.  The  section  on  the  right.  Lieutenant  Owen  coifamand- 
ing,  composed  of  one  steel  and  one  bronse  three-inch  rifle,  and  the 
len.  Lieutenant  Galbraith  commanding,  consisting  of  two  three-inch 
'bronse  rifles.  I  placed  two  cannoneers  as  lookouts  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  was  informed,  about  one  o'clock,  A.  M.,  that  a  light 
was  seen  coming  up  stream.  Preparing  everything  to  give  the  crafl 
a  salute  as  she  passed,  we  awaited  her  approach,  and  as  soon  as  she 
appeared  opposite  our  position  fire  was  opened  from  my  four  guns. 
Darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  the  effect  of  our  shot,  but  it  was 
the  opinion  of  all  present  tfiat  eight  projectiles,  jont  of  thirteen  fired^ 
struck  the  mark. 

I  remained  in  the  saihe  position  till  daylight,  when  orders  oame  to 
take  my  former  position,  in  a  piece  of  woods,  near  WaddilPs  fannc 
At  this  pointy  men  and  horses  rested  until  six  o'clock,  P.  M.^  Jnlj 
6th,  when  I  received  orders  to  place  my  cdmmand  in  readiness  to 
move  at  a  moment's  notice.    The  artillery  was  now  increased  to  sereii 

funs,  vis :  Four  three-inch  rifles,  (my  own  battery,)  two  ten-pounder 
irrott  guns  of  the  Londoun  artillery,  Captain  BofferS,  and  bno 
Blakely  gun  of  Stuart's  artillery,  nn jer  Lieutenant  McGregor,  tlio 
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three,  additiosal  pieoeB  of  artillery  reporting  to  me  by  orders  firom 
^Deral  Stuart.  Abonut  eight  a'clock,  P.  M.,  the  artillery  moved  m 
rear  of  Colonel  Rosser's  cayalry,  and  finally  took  up  a  position  near 
the  river,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilcox,  about  nine  mrles  frond 
the  point  we  occupied  on  the  previous  night.  At  sunrise,  July  7th» 
a  small  steam  transport,  the  ^'  Juniata,"  was  discovered  aground, 
about  one  thousand  jards  from  our  position,  when  the  guns  were 
speedily  thrown  into  battery,  and  opened  upon  her.  The  boat  was 
l^htened  by  her  crew  and  backed  up  the  river,  but  finding  the  diree^ 
tion  was  likely  to  prove  of  disadvantage,  she  moved  down  the  river^ 
evidently  worsted  by  our  fire,  and  we  have  since  been  informed  by 
the  army  correspondent  of  the  northern  papers  that  she  had  to  be 
run  ajshore  to  keep  her  from  sinking,  with  a  loss  of  two  kilted  and 
six  wounded.  The  enemy  now  came  up  with  his  gunboats,  and  we 
retired  under  their  fire,  without  sustaining  any  damage.  He  shelled 
the  whole  country,  but  could  not  discover  our  new  position,  which 
was  in  a  piece  of  woods  about  one  mile  from  the  river. 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from  lieutenaat 
Colonel  Lee  to  sen^one  section  of  artillery  to  a  point  on  the  rivor 
near  Christian's  farm,  which  he  informed  me  would  be  supported  by 
Hme  squadron  of  Colonel  O'Brien's  cavalry.  I  detached  Lieutenant 
ttalbraith's  section,  and  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  G.  that  he  came 
into  battery  in  time  to  fire  upon  two  transports,  conducted  by  a  tuff- 
boat,  compelling  the  tug  to  cut  away  and  leave  the  transports  to  his 
mtercy.  Lieutenant  Galbraith  sunk  one  transport  and  damaged  the 
other  greatly,  compelling  the  crew  to  abandon  her  and  escape  to  the 
opposite  shore.  The  enemy's  gunboats  now  opened  on  this  section, 
and  Lieutenant  Galbraith  retired  in  good  order,  under  his  fire,  and 
took  up  his  former  position. 

At  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  informed  me  that 
nine  transports  were  o<MDing  up  the  river  and  ordered  me  to  move. die 
'artillery,  now  consisting  of  five  guns,  to  the  position  on  the  river  we 
occupied  in  the  morning.  The  transports  soon  came  in  sight,  cen- 
voyed  by  three  gunboats.  They  consisted  of  eight  schooners,  twa 
aitreast,  towed  by  a  steamboat.  The  channel  was  very  near  thed^ore, 
iay  four  hundred  yards,  and  they  were  fairly  within  our  range  whea* 
fire  was  opened  on  them,  which  was  steadily  kept  up,  nearly  everj 
shot  taking  efiect.  The  enemy,  from  his  gunboats,  fired  upon  us  the 
whole  time,  but  1  am  happy  to  say  the  artillery  sustained  no  damage. 
The  transports  having  been  towed  beyond  our  range,  we  retired  to 
Charles  City  Court-House,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The 
i$re  of  the  gunboats^  though  very  hot,  was  not  replied  to  by  our  artil- 
ieiy,  and  we  did  not  oondeacend  to  turn  a  single  piece  of  artillery 
ra^  him,  which  seemed  to  exasperate  the  enemy  to  such  an  extent 
pat  he  avenged  himself  by  shelUujg  the  neighboring  farm*houses. 

Early  next  morning,  July  8th,  I  was  oraered  to  move  down  tbe 
Clfiarlos  City  road,  in  the  direction  of  Bottom's  Bridge,  as  the  enemy' 
WMi  advancing  in  large  force,  with  infantry  and  cavalry.  Bavijig 
ae9omplished  our  objeett  LieoftMnt  Colonel  Lee  ordered  Uie  an^Uei^ 
to  their  re.pecUyo«ipc  o,™..  .v  Googk 
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Ihuriftg  the  expeditioii  tiie  artillery  fired  oni  hundred  and  eerenty- 
tiro  ro«M8,  as  follows :  Jk 

First  eompany  ImttaHott  Washington  arti^^ry,       -         ISt 
Londonn  artillery,      •        -        -        '    '  \^        *  $0 

Stnarfs  artillery,        .     '  -        -        -      %       .  80 

Total  number  of  rounds,        -        -        -        r        ITS 
The  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  acted  with  their  usual 
coolness  and  good  judgment,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
th^Sm  to  your  kind  consideration. 

Yery  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  obedient  serrsnt^ 

C.  W.  SQUIEBS, 
<  Ggibttn  commandif^  FtrH  Company ^  Baitaiion  WasMngtan  Jiritfbyi 
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BBPOBT  OF  OAFTAIIi  GRAHAM. 

^  Oamp  Drbwat,  Jtdy  tb,  186L 

Golonel  Ghiltom  : 

Yesterday  I  was  informed  by  my  brigade  eommandery  General  R. 
Ransom,  that  ihe  impression  prevailed  with  General  Lee  that  the  guns 
lost  in  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  SOth  of  June,  belonged 
to  a  North  Carolina  battery.  This  battery,  under  command  of  Ca{K- 
tain  T.  H.  Brem,  was  the  only  one  from  North  Carolina  in  the  battle, 
and  lost  no  gnns  at  all.  Sinoe  that  time,  Captain  Brem  haying.re- 
signed,  I  have  been  promoted  to  the  captaincy.  And  I  presume  t&e 
mistake  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  idmlUy  of  the  two  namea^ 
(that  of  Captain  Graham,  from  Petersburf ,  Virginia,  (who  lost  two 

Sms,)  ana  my  own.     His  case  is  now  undergoing  an  examination 
fore  a  court-martial  in  Petersburg.     At  the  time  of  the  engagement 
we  were  in  General  Holmes'  division,  and  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Colonel  Deshler,  his  Chief  of  Artillery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  GRAHAM, 
Captain^  commanding  Tenth  North  Carclina  T^oept. 
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BRPOBT  OF  CAPTAIN  MA8TSKS. 

Jolt  IS,  186S. 

Captain  Morgan, 

A.  A.  General,  Light  Division : 

"  Captain  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  following  report  of  the 
Operations  of  the  battery  of  rifled  gans  under  my  command,  from  the 
S6thtothe  Ist: 

Shortly  before  the  action  at  Mechaniosville  began,  the  enemy  widi* 
irew  from  their  works  in  front  of  me.  In  the  progress  of  the  action 
I  saw  that  while  the  gans  were  useless,  if  kept  in  the  works  built  for 
them,  that  if  removed  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  right,  they  could  be 
used  with  effect  against  tBi  heavy  battery  of  the  enemy  near  Bearer - 
Dam  croek.  I  procured  horses  from  Major  Bichardson,  and  moved 
the  gun ,  but,  when  near  the  position  I  had  selected,  General  Long* 
street  ordered  me  to  carry  it  about  a  mile  and  a  half  further  to  tjhe 
right,  and  be  ready  to  open  the  next  morning  on  an  important  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy y  which  he  intended  to  attack.  The  gun  was  placed 
in  the  position  directed  by  him,  and  I  opened  a  rapid  fire  of  thirty* 
pounder  shells,  and,  as  I  hear  from  an  officer  who  was  taken  prisoner, 
with  effect,  which  was  continued  until  ordered  by  Qeneral  Lee  to 
cease;  to  enable  the  troops  to  charge  over  the  ground  I  had  been 
shelling.  I  had  no  further  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  battles 
before  Bichmond,  although,  by  the  orders  of  Generid  Pendleton,  I 
was  with  one  of  the  guns  near  Garnett's  farm,  and  both  of  them  near 
the  battle-ground  of  the  1st.  * 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  laboring  patiently  and  cheer- 
fully  to  get  the  guns  into  the  several  positions  to  which  I  was  ordered^ 
especially  Captains  Milledge  and  Ansell,  who  accompanied  me  wiih 
detachments  of  men  and  horses  from  their  companies. 
Bespectfully, 

L,  MASTEBS, 
ChjMin  P.  A.  0.  S.,  cofnfnanding  BatUry. 
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REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  McINTOSH, 

Headquarters  Pee  Dee  Aetillbry,  July  14,  1868. 

Bxjj^ier  Oenoral  Maxct  Oregg, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  :    ' 

General  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  sabmit  herewith  a  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  late  combats  before  Richmond. 
At  abont  fonr  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  tha  afternoon  of  Thursday,  6en« 
eral  Hill  ordered  me  to  engage  the  enemy's  batteries  to  the  rear  of 
Mechanicsyille,  then  shelling  the  head  of  our  column.  I  took  posi- 
tion behind  a  small  breastwork  of  the  enemy's,  and  opened  upon  them 
«t  the  distance  of  about  seven  hundred  y^ds,  mine  being,  I  belieye, 

*  the  front  battery  to  open  fire.  After  a  few  rounds  one  of  the  howit- 
sers  broke  an  axle,  and  had  to  be  sent  to  the  rear.  The  fire  from  the 
other  three  pieces  was  continued,  with  slight  intermissions,  until 
about  nine  o'clock,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to  cease. 
y!he  enemy  at  one  time  directed  a  fire  against  me  from  three  points, 
but  the  only  casualties  which  occurred  was  the  killing  of  four  horses. 
I  had  discharged,  when  the  firing  ceased,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
rounds  from  each  gun,  and  they  became  so  warm  during  the  action 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  brass  piece  could  be  worked.  At 
daylight  on  Friday,  morning,  the  firing  was  resumed  on  my  side, 
Qlowly,  as  I  had  but  little  ammunition  left.  At  eight  o'clock,  having 
expended  ^very  round,  I  withdrew.  The  casualties  on  this  morning 
were  one  man,  private  J.  T.  M.  Fundon,  killed,  and  private  Kewgas, 

.  severely  wounded.  One  horse  was  also  killed.  I  carried  into  this 
f^ion  seventy  )n^n,  exclusive  of  officers.  At  twelve,  M.,  having 
received  a  supply  of  ammunition,  I  followed  the  division,  and  over- 
took it  at  Gold  Harbor.  During  the  afternoon  you  ordered  a  section 
of  the  battery  into  action.  The  first  section  was  carried  in ;  but,  aft^r 
firing;  two  or  three  rounds,  and  finding  no  artillery  opposed  tp  me, 
and  the  smoke  too  great  to  tell  friei^d  from  foe,  and  reporting  the 
:^ame  to  you«  I  if  as  ordered  to  retire.  In  this  action  Sergeant  Hep- 
i)lim  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  In  the  battles  of  Monday  and  Tues-- 
day,  I  was  frequently,  with  the  battery,  under  fire^  but  took  no  put 
in  either  action. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  G,  McINTOSH,  GqitoM. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN,  CARPENTER. 

» 

The  following  is  respectrully  sabniitted  m  a  report  of  the  more- 
metttof  Carponter's  battery  from  27th  of  Jane  to  Ist  of  Jalj,  ia- 
elaeiye: 

On  the  morning  of  the  STth,  the  battery  moved  with  the  briguiie 
until  we  reached  Gaines'  farm,  when  we  were  halted  to  wait  farther 
orders,  which  we  recei-ved  next  morning,  (to  join  the  brigade,)  neat 
the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy.  Here  we  remained  till  the  mom* 
log  of  the  80th,  when  we  moved,  with  the  brigade,  camping  at  Whitci 
Oak  Swamp,  moving  next  morning  early,  with  the  brigade,  some  three 
miles,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  front,  to  report  to  General  Whit- 
ibg,  who  ordered  us  to  take  position  in. the  field  near  Poindoxter'ft 
residencf^.  Some  three  batteries  being  in  advance,  took  all  immeiliaiii 
positions.  Sending  Lieutenant  McKendree  back  to  report  the  fact» 
i  halted  the  battery  and  started  to  look  out  a  position,  when  I  met  » 
battery  coming  off,  and  directly  afti,er,  another.'  Learning  from  thexDi 
ihtre  was  no  suitable  place  in  that  direction,  returned,  and  found  mj 
battery  gone  with  the  others.  Overtaking  them  as  soon  as  possibl^^ 
knmediately  ordered  them  back;  iil  the  meantime  enquiring  by  whose  ' 
order  tley  left.  They  couldn't  tell  me  who  he  was ;  said  he  rode  up 
and  told  them  to  move  back  in  the  woods.  General  Whiting  hurriea 
us  back,  and  we  took  position  on  the  right  of  Captain  Poague,  under 
the  most  severe  fire  I  think  I  ever  experienced,  where  we  were. en* 
gaged  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  we  were  ordered  to  cease  firing 
and  wiJt  further  orders,  having  lost  one  man  killed  (James  Riley)  and 
five  wounded,  John  Knight,  James  Leoppart  and  W.  King,  severely  % 
James  Boon  and  R.  Rixey,  slightly. 

Commenced  firing  again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  continuing  titt 
about  five.  Our  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  was  ordered  ta 
the  rear,  losing  one  man  (Frank  Linn)  killed,  two  wheels  broken  and 
two  horses  wounded. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Lieutenants  McKendree  and  LamUei^ 
for  services  rendered  me  during  the  engagem^t. 

Corporals  Reice  and  Montague  deserve  especial  notice  for  iheff 
oooloesa  and  precision  with  which  they  pointed  their  pieced,  as  dooift 
jamea  Hammond,  (private,)  acting  gunner. 

Manj  others  for  personal  bravery  and  coolness. 
Beapectfully  submitted* 

J*  0.  CAEPBITTBE, 
lAeuteMud^  commanding  CmrpenUr^s  BMmjfk 
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REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  GRIMES. 

Camp  near  Falung  Creek^  July  2t,  !86«. 

Major  General  Benjamin  Huoer  : 

Sir  :  Below  please  find  a  report  of  the  movements  of  my  battery, 
from  tbe  20th  day  of  June  last,  when  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  Brig- 
iidier  General  Mahone,  on  the  advanced  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving Captain  Moorman's  battery.  After  reporting  to  General  Ma- 
hone,  we  were  expecting  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  every  day, 
but  had  none  until  the  25th,  on  which  day,  we  discovered  the  enemy 
on  the  opposite  side  of  French's  farm,  between  the  Charles  City  and 
Williamsburg  roads,  at  which  place  I  engaged  them  with  one'  section 
of  my  battery,  at  eight  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  I  afterwards  moved  one  piece  up  tO'French's 
house,  within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  his  position,  and  opened 
on  him,  which  was  quickly  replied  to  by  him  with  a  twelve-pounder 
Parrott  rifle  gun ;  but  I  had  the  pleasure  of  driving  him  from  his 
position,  leaving  his  horses  and  guns  behind,  which  fact  I  was  not 
sware  of,  until  informed  of  it  the  next  morning  by  Colonel  Smith,  of 
the  forty-ninth  Virginia,  and  others.  The  enemy  was  then  attacked 
by  a  portion  of  three  regiments  of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  the 
twelfth,  sixth  and  forty-ninth  Virginia,  the  fourth  Georgisr  regiment 
and  twenty-eighth  North  Carolina,  were  also  on  the  field.  The  enemy 
WAS  driven  from  the  field,  making  a  complete  stampede.  I  had  the 
good  luck  on  that  day  to  lose  neither  man  nor  horse. 

Xothing  of  importance  occurred  with  my  battery  after  the  25th, 
until  the  1st  day  of  July.  On  that  day  I  was  on  the  Charles  City 
road  with  Mahone's  brigade,  and  was  ordered  back  to  the  Darbytown 
road,  to  report  to  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  which  I  immediately 
did.  When  I  arrived  at  the  position  and  reported.  General  Armistead 
.  told  me  that  a  captain  had  just  reported  his  battery  to  him  for  duty, 
and  directed  me  to  report  to  the  first  general  I  saw ;  and  General 
Wright  being  the  first,  I  reported  to  him,  and  while  talking  with 
General  Wright,  General  Armistead's  aid  came  up,  stating  that  Gene^ 
rtl  Armistead  had  become  disgusted  with  the  captain  that  had  reported 
his  battery  to  him,  and  had  driven  him  with  his  battery  from  the  field, 
and  that  he  wished  to  see  General  Wright.  General  Wright  asked 
me  to  ride  with  him,  which  I  did.  When  we  found  General  Armistead 
he  fold  General  Wright  that  the  captain,  alluded  to  above,  had  formed 
BO  many  excuses  about  getting  his  battery  on  the  field  that  he  had 
driven  him  from  the  field,  and  that  he  wanted  General  Wright  to  send 
a  battery  that  was  willing  to  go  in  and  engage  the  enemy.  General 
Wright  told  him  he  had  one,  naming  mine.  General  Armistead  asked 
tne  if  I  oould  carry  my  battery  on  the  hill.  I  told  him,  if  any  battery 
in  the  works  could  go  mine  could.  He  directed  General  W  right  to 
show  me  the  position  to  take,  which  he  did.  I  found  the  enemy  with* 
their  batteries  planted,  and  their  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle^ 
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% 
at  about  tweWe  hvndred  yards  distant,  f^  then  went  to  ike  rear  for 
my  battery,  and  oarried  |t  on  the  field.  As  soon  as  the  battery  entered 
the  field  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  it,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  ^ 
three,  and  killinc  one  horse  and  wounding  two  before  I  fired  a  gin. 
I  unlimbered  and  eommenced  fixing  as  soon  as  possible,  and  with  telt 
ing  effeet  on  the  enemy. 

I  remained  on  the  field  about  two  hours;  lost  three  men  killed  out-       < 
right  and  eight  wounded — ^two  of  them  have  since  died.     I  lost  ten 

Snblic  horses  killed  and  soFon  wounded,  one  of  thejn  has  since  died.  ^ 
ly  own  private  horse  was  killed,  also  my  first  lieutenant's  horse. 
.  My  officers  behaved  very  well ;  but  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  speak  | 
more  particularly  of  First  Lieutenant  John  H.  Thompson,  who  re*  | 
mained  on  the  field  with  me  until  the  last  gun  was  taken  off.  I  had  i 
so  many  horses  killed  and  wounded  that  it  took  three  tripe  to  get  my 
guns  all  off.     My  men,  with  a  few  exceptions,  acted  nobly. 

On  the  next  day,  the  Snd,  Colonel  Delagnel,  chief  of  artillery,     « . 
ordered  me  back  to  the  old  camp  near  Richmond,  to  refit  my.  battery. 
As  soon  as  I  completed  it,  I  was  ordered  by  *yonrself  to  camp  near      | 
Falling  Creek,  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  turnpike,  where  I  am     ^ 
now  iwitlr  my  battery  complete  and  in  good  condition,  ready  and  wiU-      j 
ing  to  meet,  thft  invader  of  onr  soil  at  any  time  and  any  where. 
I  ha^.  General,  the. honor  to  be, 

.        Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 
-»  C.  F.  GRIMES,  .  ^ 

Captain  field  batiepy^  Virgima. 
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'    RBPOET  OF  CAPTAIN  HDGSaU 

Artillery  Oaup,  Near  RicHifoifD,  > 
JMy  17,  18611.      { 

G.0I0Q6I  J.  A.  DBLAOtTEIi, 

Chief  Artillery,  Hv^er'^s  Dtvision  : 

CoLOiTKL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  jonr 
orders,  I  proceeded,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  Jane,  to  relieve 
Captain  Maarie's  Donaldson  artillery,  then  stationed  at  the  entrench; 
ment  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  Williameburg  road.  While 
getting  into  position,  heary  firing  of  infantry  commenoed  in  the 
woods  in  front,  and  one  of  my  horses  was  there  killed.  Abont 
twelve,  M.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Wright,  I  proceeded 
with  the  -second  section  of  the  battery ,»  (Lieutenant  .Moore,)  to  the 
•ztrerae  right  of  the  line,  to  report  to  Oolonel  Doles,  fourth  Gteor* 
gia  volunteers,  who  directed  that  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  Eing^s 
sohooUhonse,  should  be  shelled,  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force  of 
the  enemy.  About  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  advanced  a  t^w  pieces 
dowx^  the  Williamsburg  road  and  opened  a  very  annoying  fire  upon 
our  lines.  At  five,  P.  M.,  I  proceeded,  by  order  of  Qenenil  Wright, 
with  the  first  sectioD,  (Lieutenant  Tilghman,)  to  a  point  of  woods  aJ^nt 
three  hundred  yards  from  the  Yankee  battery,  and  soon  after  opened 
fire;  causing  them  to  retire  rapidly.  Conducted  by  yourself,  the  bat- 
tery was  advanced  nearly  to  the  position  of  that  occupied  by  the  en- 
emy;  indeed,  in  advance  of  our  pickets  on  the  right  of  the  road ; 
but,  it  then  being  nearly  dark,  we  returned  to  the  works.  The  offi- 
oers  and  men  behaved  handsomely,  and  it  is  a  source  of  much  gratifi* 
cation  that  I  UHve  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HUGER, 
Oapt.  Donaldson  ArtiUtry,  lAgM  Ariilkry  iSenkce. 
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REPORT  OF  ACTING  ADJUTANT  THOMAS  SMITH. 

Headquarters  Ytrginia  Battalton,  > 
JUylS,  18«t.      $ 

Gaptain  G.  F.  HARRisoiiry 

'  Sir  :  Sabjoined  yon  i?ill  find  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Virginia  battalion  m  the  late  engagement  before  Richmond.  Thia 
battalion,  wder  command  of  Captain  J.  O.  Johngon,  left  camp  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge  road,  bn  the  evening  of  the  26ti^of  June,  and,  after 
eroesing  the  Ghickahominy,  marched  in  the  direction  of  ^Mechanics* 
Tille,  where  a  portion  of  the  brigade  being  .engaged,  the  battalion, 
thongh  not  brought  into  action,  was  held  under  fire  from  the  enemy^ 
batteries  for  several  hours ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  fact4hat  the 
men  had  never  before  been  nnder  fire,  they  acted  coolly.  Our  loss 
on  this  day,  (June  26th,)  consisted  of  two  killed  and  eleven  wonndod. 
On  Friday,  Ae  S7th  of  June,  we  msrched  from  Mechanicsville  to 
Cold  Harbor,  where  the  enemy  again  made  a  stand.  Here  we  were 
engaged  for  several  hours,  opposed  to,  perhaps,  the  strongest  position 
of  the  enemy's  lines.  Here  we  lost  eight  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 
From  this  time  we  remained  on  the  battle-field  until  Sunday,  the 
2Sth,  when  we  recrossed  the  Chickahominy  at.  New  Bridge,  and  fol- 
lowed the  enemy,  until  he  made  a  third  stand,  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th  of  June.  Here  the  battalion  was  again  engaged,  and  lost,  in 
killed,  two,  and  wounded,  twenty-four.  ^  Among  the  killed,  was  one  of 
our  best  officers.  Lieutenant  R.  A.  Jackson,  commander  of  compahv 
D.  On  Tuesday,  the  1 8t  of  July,  we  were  held  in  reserve,  and, 
though  led  to  the  field,  our  services  were  not  necessary,  and  we  were 
not  engaged.  After  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  we  marched  with  the 
army  as  far  as  Crenshaw's  farm,  on  the  New  Market  road,  and,  after 
remaining  there  several  days,  resumed  the  march  on  the  8th  instant, 
and  arrived  at  our  present  encampment,  Farrar's  farm,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  9th.  The  battalion  probably  apted  as  well  as  might  have 
been  expected,  being  without  a  battle-flag  during  all  the  engagements. 
Total  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  67  ;  one  missing — supposed  to 
be  killed  or  captured. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  SMITH, 
Ading  AdjvUmt 
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REPORT  OP  COLONEL  CRUTCHPIELD. 

Headquartbrb  Second  Corps,  Army  Northern  YiROtNiA,  > 

lanuary  2S,  1863.      > 

Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

General  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  lotteries  attached  to  your  cemmand  in  the  battles 
aronnd  Richmond,  commencing  Jane  27,  1862  : 

On  Friday,  Jane  27,  1862,  the  army  of  the  Valley  district  mored 
towards  Cold  Harbor ;  tnt  the  adYance  division,  ander  Major  General 
B.  S.  Ewell,  being  misled  by  the  gaidie,  lost  some  time  in  regaining 
the  proper  road,  which  delay  caased  the  batteries  to  be  thrown  some 
distance  behind,  as  they  had  to  be  reversed  in  a  narrow  road,  in  thick 
woods.  This,  also,  of  course,  checked  the  advance  of  troops  and  bat* 
teries  beyond ;  so  that  the  artillery  was  very  slowly  massed  on  the 
left,  where,  as  it  turned  out,  it  was  eventually  needed.  The  advance 
was  first  made  by  Major  General  Ewell,  his  division  turning  off  from 
the  road  to.  the  right,  and  forming  its  front  obliquely  to  the  road. 
Captain  Courtnay's  battery  was  put  in  position  near  the  left,  to  cover 
the  formation  of  this  line,  should  the  etoemy  advance  during  this  ma* 
noejivre.  No  attack  was  made  by  them,  however ;  so  this  battery  did 
not  open,  and  when  the  division  advanced,  it  did  so  through  woods 
and  across  a  swamp,  where  it  could  not  be  followed  by  the  battery, 
irhich  was  accordingly  withdrawn,  as  no  longer  needed  in  this  posi- 
tion. The  only  batteries  at  this  time  up  were  those  attached  to  this 
division,  viz  :  those  of  Captains  Courtnay,  Brockenbrough  and  Car- 
rington,  and  among  them  there  were  not  enough  guns  of  a  suitable 
character  to  engage  the  enemy's  guns  until  the  affair  should  become 
more  general,  or  other  batteries  get  ap  with  the  remaining  divisions. 
The  inlhntry,  however,  turned  off  from  the  road  to  the  right,  and 
moved  through  the  woods,  to  the  support  of  Major  General  Ewelly 
who  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  The 
batteries  (unable  to  follow  the  same  way)  *had  to  keep  the  road,  which, 
being  bad  and  narrow,  prevented  their  passing  the  ambulances  and 
wagons,  with  which  it  was  already^rowded.  About  five,  P.  H.,  or 
perhaps  a  little  later,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Brockenbrough,  Car- 
rington  and  .Courtnay,  were  ordered  in  near  the  left,  to  engage  the 
enemy's  guns,  then  firing  heavily  on  our  infantry.  They  went  up  in 
good  style,  and  under  a  hot  fire ;  but  as  soon  as  they  engaged  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  the  fire  of  the  latter  grew  mild,  and  did  very  little 
damage.  Our  own  practice  was  good  ;  and  our  own  batteries  were 
soon  enabled  to  fire,  advancing  by  half  battery,  which,  together  with  the 
advance  of  our  infantry,  soon  led  to  the  enemy's  rapid  retreat.  The 
lateness  of  the  hour,  together  with  the  smoke  o(  the  battle-field,  i^uo- 
rance  of  the  ground  beyond,  the  jaded  condition  of  the  horses,  and  the 
fact  that  the  road  was  so  obstructed  as  to  prevent  the  rest  of  oar  artil- 
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lery  from  elodsg  up  to  the  fronts  where  alone  it  could  be  brooght 
into  ^ the  action,  effectoallj  prerented  that  rapidity  of  parsuit,  and 
concentration  of  .fire,  which,  a  subsequent  acquaintance  with  the  na- 
tnre.  of  the  ground  and  other  circumstances,  proved  would  hive 
reBQ^ltedin  extreme  loss  to,  and  donbtlefts  rout  of,  the  enemy. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  no  guns,  disabled  or  captured.  One  of  Cap« 
tain  Carrington*B  caissons  was  disable  by  a  shot  trom  the  enemy.  We 
captured  four  guns,  which  were  exchanged  into  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Poagne,  Carpenter  and  Courtnay. 

I  make  ^o  account  of  the  artillery  of  Brigadier  General  Whiting's 
division  ;  for,  though  ,this  command  was,  at  the  time,  part  of  your 
force,  it  had  but  recently  joined,  and  I  was  unacquainted  with  any  of 
the  officers  of  his  batteries,  of  which  latter  I  did  not  know  the  compo- 
sition, and  so  judged  it  best  that  T  should  leave  the  management  of 
tiiis  artillery  to  Brigadier  General  Whiting  entirely. 

On  Monday^  the  3()th  of  July,  1868,  wo  crossed  the  Ghickahominy 
ftt  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  moved  towards  White  Oak  Swamp,  which 
we  reached  about  half-past  nine,  A.  M.  At  this  point,  the  swamp  was 
crossed  by  a  trestle  bridge,  which  the  enemy  had  just  fired  while  it 
wras  commanded  by  their  guns  from  the  opposite  hill,  and  all  approach 
to  it  prevented  by  their  sharpshooters,  who  were  concealed  in  a  thick 
wrood  near  by.  After  examining  the  ground,  I  found  it  possible,  with 
a  little  work,  to  open  a  way  through  the  woods  to  the  ri^ht  of  the  road 
on  which  we  advanced,  by  which  our  guns  could  be  brought,  unseen 
1>y  thfl^  enemy,  into- position  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  this  side 
ftbout  one  thousand  yards  from  t^e  enemy's  batteries,  and  some  twelve 
Lundred  yards  from  their  infantry.  Seven  batteries,  in  all  twenty- 
three  guns,  where  accordingly  ordered  up  from  Major  general  Hill's 
division.  Having  met  their  officers  for  the  first  tim^  on  thsit  day,  I 
do  not  now  readily  recall  their  names,  and  can  only  mention  the  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Carter,  Bardaway,  Nelson,  Rhett,  Reilly  and  Bdl- 
this  (the  last  two  belonging  to  Brinradier  General  Whiting's  division) 
AS  being  of  the  number.  About  fifceen  minutes  of  two,  P.  M.,  we 
opened  suddenly  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  no  previous  intim  ition  of 
oar  position  and  intention.  He  only  fired  four  shots  in  reply,  and 
then  abandoned  the  position  in  extreme  haste  and  confusion.  A  house 
near  by  (  afterwards  found  to  have  contuned  subsistence  stores)  was 
first  either  fired  by  themselves  or  by  our  shell  and  burnt  down.  Cap- 
tain Wooding's  battery  was  immediately  ordered  down  nearer  to  the 
burnt  bridge  to  shell  out  the  sharpshooters  from  the  woods,  which  was 
soon  accomplished,  and  our  cavalry  crossed  the  swamp.  It  was  then 
foand  that  the  enemy  was  bringing  up  a  considerable  artillery  force 
to  take  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  his  former  place, 
and  directly  opposed  to  our  guns,  from  which  he  would  be  concealed 
by  a  thick  intervening  wood.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  was  there- 
fore withdrawn,  itnd  our  batteries  turned  in  the  new  direction.  The 
enemy  soon  opened  on  us  with  about  eighteen  guns,  I  think,  and  we 
replied,  though  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  estimate  the  distance,  as 
the  enemy's  gun9  were  entirely  concealed  from  our  view,  and  our  only 
guide  was  the  soondi  while  our  exact  position  was,  of  ecuirse,  known 
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to  him.  His  fire  WM  rapid  and  ffenerally  aeeorste  tbovgfa  the  natoro 
of  the  ground  afforded  ns  such  shelter  aa  to  protect  us  from  much  loss. 
The  effect  of  our  fire  could  not  be  estimated  until  ire  crossed  the 
swamp  next  dajy  when  there. were  palpable  etidenoeB  of  its  haring 
been  much  more  destructive  than  that  to  which  we  were  stfbjeoted. 
This  engagement  lasted  until  dusk  without  intermission.  We  lost  no 
guns  or  carriages  disabled  or  captured.  The  enemy  had  a  ^isson  ez- 
plodedy  and  abandoned  a  travelling  forge,  battery  wagon,  ten-pounder 
Parrott  gun  and  three  caissons,  which  fell  into  our  hands,  uninjured, 
next  day,  besides  a  good  many  wagons  mostly  filled  with  small  arms 
and  aiumunition. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  was  excellent,  but  all  the 
former  beiog  strangers  to  me,  I  mention  no  names,  lest  I  diould  do 
injustice  to  others.  Several  I  observed  particularly  from  theur  cool<- 
ness  and  judgment;  but  only  remember  the  names  of  two  or  three.  I 
may,  however^  mention  Major  C.  Pierson^  Migor  General  D.  H.  fiilFs 
chief  of  artillery,  as  having  rendered  himself  exceedingly  efficient^ 
and  exhibited  great  coolness. 

From  sickness,  I  was  not  present  at  the  battle  of  Malyera  HiU^ 
which  took  place  the  next  day,  and  none  of  our  artillery  was  engaged 
subsequently  to  that  near  Westover. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain^  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

a  OBUTOHPIEL©, 
Cohnd  and  Okvf  of  ArHOery,  Seetmd  OlfjM. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LANE, 

GiJiP  NEAR  Oak  WOOD  Cemetcrt,  July  It,  186S.  ^ 

Colonel  A.  8.  Outts,  •  . 

Commanding  Sumter  Artillery  Battalion  : 

Gou>NKL :  in  compliance  with  ycnr  order  to  report  the  part  my 
company  took  in  the  recent  engagement  hefore  Richmond,  from  36th 
Jnne  to  the  present  date,  I  submit  the  following : 

On  ike  25th  June,-  the  remainder  of  my  company  (two  sections) 
was  ordered  to  join  one  section  which  had  been  on  daty  at  Mrs. 
Price's  honse  for  twelve  days,  being  enffsged  with  the  enemy  from 
behind  onr  earthworks  more  or  less  every  day  in  artillery^dnels,  across 
the  Chickahominy,  in  one  of  which  I  lost  one  man  killed,  on  tho 
S6«h. 

On  the  S7th,  1  was  ordered  to  engage  a  battery  of  the  enemy  near 
the  house  of  Dr.  Garnett.  I  took  position  in  the  open  field,  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was  protected  by  formidable  earthworks, 
la  an  engagement  of  an  hour,  I  lost  two  men  killed  and  four  wounded, 
and  withdrew  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee.  In  the 
erening  of  the  same  day,  I  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  a  second 
time,  taking  position  further  to  our  right,  where  I  was  undeif  a  heavy 
fire  froil  three  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  as  well  as  their  sharpshoot- 
ers, and  retired  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee,  with 
a  loss  of  one  man  wounded  and  a  horse  killed. 

On  the  S8th,  I  was  ordered,  with  a  section  of  my  battery,  to  take 
position  near  the  (Jhickahominy,  on  the  New  Bridge  r6ad,  and  open 
on  the  enemy  near  Mrs.  Ooulding's  house,  which  I  did,  assisted  by 
a  section  of  Captain  Woolfolk's  battery,  and  one  piece  of  Captain 
Dabney's  battery,  and  succeeded  in  routing  the  enemy  from  his  posi- 
tion, in  the  greatest  confusion. 

On  tho  89th,  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gknernl  Cobb,  as  reserve 
artillery  for  his  brigade,  which  I  joined,  and  went  with  until  noon, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  the  front,  at  the  earthworks  of  the  enemy  on 
the  north  side  of  the  York  River  railroad,  where  I  exchanged  a  few 
shots  with  the  enemy,  who,  being  still  in  retreat,  I  followed  on  with 
the  brigade  to  the  bridge  across  the  Tork  Rivfer  railroad,  where  I  W|S 
pat  in  position  to  resist  a  threatened  advanc^  of  the  enemy  at  that 
point,  and  was  under  the  enemy's  fire  during' the  engagement,  whioh 
lasted  until  dark,  I  maintaining  my  position  during  the  night. 

On  the  SOth,  I  was  engaged  during  the  day  in  moving  to  a  position 
on  the  Charles  City  road. 

On  the  first  of  July,  I  took  a  position  assigned  me  on  the  field. 
Just  before  the  engagement  commenced,  my  Isection  of  Parrott  gum 
were  advanced  to  the  front;  but,  a  short  time  after  the  engagement 
commenced,  was  ordered  back  to  a  position  further  in  the  rear,  being, 
still  under  the  enemy's  fire,  where  I  remained  during  the  engagement^ . 
mj  «nlj  hm  being  oae  a»a  woiiadad.  o,„,,.vGoogle 


5t8 

* 

Oil  Hkt  td,  I  maifttaiaedihe  position  of  tli*  previou  daj,  vntil  it 
WM  Moertainod  the  enemy  had  fled. 

On  the  Sdy  I  retnmed  to  camp  near  Richmond,  by  order  of  Oenenl 
Le#i  where  I  have  remained  ever  since. 

Most  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LANE, 
Otftmin  Company  E,  Sumter  ArtiOery  BaOtiUn, 
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REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  MASSIB. 

Camp  near  Richmond,  Jaly  12,  I86t. 

Major  W.  Nelson, 

Commanding  Third  Artillery  BaUalum : 

In  the  absence  of  Cftptain  Huckatep,  I  sabmit  the  following  stale- 
ment  of  the  moTements,  etc.,  of  the  Flavanna  aftillerj  daring  the* 
recent  engagements  before  Richmond.  On  Thursday  morniog,  Jane 
26t|i,  we  proceeded  id  the  front  of  our  lines  on  the  Nine-mile  road. 
General  Magruder's  division,' and  were  placed  in  reserTo  in  the  field 
near  New  Bridge  church..  The  next  evening,  (Friday,)  our  rifle  gm 
and  its  detachment  of  twelve  men,  under  my  immediate  command, 
were  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  open  field,  near  Dr.  Garnett's 
house,  where,  in  company  with  several  other  batteries,  (the  whole 
under  command  of  Maior  Garnett,)  we  opened  fire  upon  one  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  partially  concealed  by  woods.  Our  fire  was 
promptly  returned  by  at  least  four  batteries — three  being  entirely 
concealed  by  the  woods  aod  placed  obliquely  to  our  right— thus  giving 
them  a  cross  fire  upon  us  ;  also^  by  a  line  of  sharpshooters,  protected 
by  rifle  pits,  immediately  in  our  front  and  about  four  ^hundred  yards 
distant.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  soon  became  very  warm,  and,  as  w» 
were  not  protected  by  either  works  or  the  conformation  of  the  ground, 
we  wSre  ordered  to  retire.  The  conduct  of  the  men,  while  under  fire,= 
was  all  that  could  have  been  expected  or  desired.  We  lost  in  this 
skirmish  private  N.  W.  Jennings,  who  was  killed  by  a  shell  wound  m 
the  hip.  Be  was  a  good  soldier ;  cheerful  and  prompt  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties.  Private  L.  W.  May  re  was  also  wounded  slightly, 
in  the  hip.  We  also  lost  one  horse,  permanently  disabled.  We  were, 
unable  to  ascertain  the  result  of  our  firing,  as  the  woods  into  which 
our  shells  were  thrown  soon  became  so  filled  with  smoke  as  to  obscure 
everything  from  vi^w.  We  retired  to  our  post  in  reserve,  where  we 
were  kept  until  Monday  morning,  June  SOth,  when  we  proceeded  le 
Gamp  HoHy,  near  New  Market,  there  rejoining  our  battalion. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2nd,  our  rifle  gun,  under  Captain  Huekstep^ 
was  sent  to  the  front,  but  ordered  back  later  in  the  day,  without  firing. 
We  were  h^d  in  reserve  at  Camp  Holly  until  Friday  morning,  July 
4th,  when  we  returned  to  our  present  eneampm«ift. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  L.  MASSIB, 
iMutenani  Fktnmma  Arhlkry. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MILLEDGB. 

Gamp,  Julj  IS,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  with  an  order  M 
report  what  transpired  in  my  company  between  June  26th  and  July 

,  that,  on  the  aftemcon  of  June  26th.  I  was  ordered  by  yourself  to 

,  take  one  pipoe  (rifle)  down  the  river  (OhickahominT)  and  make  any 
disposition  of  it  which  I  thought  would  bear  with  raect  upon  any  of 
the  enemy's  forces,  then  fighting  or  in  position  .on  the  other  side  of 
the  river.  Ascertaining  that  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  said  to  be 
Griffin's  New  York  battery,  was  in  position  near  the  edge  of  the 
creek,  on  the  other  side,  and  was  busy  with  its  fire  upon  the  Maryland 
battery,  in  position  on  Mechanicsville  hill,  I  placed  the  rifle  piece  in 
pontion  near  the  creek  and  opened  fire  on  the  New  York  battery, 
which  was  continued  about  an  hour,  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
with  considerable  accuracy  and  effect.  Lieutenant  Thompson  was 
with  me,  in  charge  of  the  piece.  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  i7th,  at  daylight,  my  company  was  detailed, 
by  order  of  General  Lee,  to  assist  in  the  management  of  one  of  the 
large  rifle  guns  under  command  of  Captain  Masters.  Acting  with 
him,  we  carried  the  piece  some  one  and  a  half  miles  below,  the  turn- 
pike, placed  it  in  position,  and,  directing  its  fire  upon  such  points  of 
the  enemy's  lines  as  seemed  most  stubborn,  worked  it  until  ordered 
by  General  Lee  to  cease  firing. 

Of  the  rest  of  the* part  performed  by  my  company  in  that  day^s 
attempt,  and  those  made  afterwards  to  get  the  gun  where  it  could  be 
used  in  obedience  to  orders — of  the  zeal,  good  order,  and  general  sol- 
dierly spirit  displayed,  during  the  interval  between  the  28th  of  June 
and  2nd  of  July — you  can  judge  as  well  as  myself,  and  to  your 
eandfd  judgment  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  them,  without  any  comment 
from  me,  knowing  full  well  that  the  true  soldier's  zealous  attempt  to 
discharge  his  duty,  though  that  duty  may  only  be  anxiously  waiting, 
watchiog,  marching  and  re-marching,  and  not  the  more  grateful 
active  duty  of  the  battle-field,  is  nat  without  its  due  credit  in  your 
eyes,  and  that  justice  will  be  done  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MILLEDGB,  Jr., 
Qg^Uiin  Chmpany  C^  Second  Battalion  AitUUry. 
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REPORT  OP   LIEUTENAT^T  COLONEL  CUTT8. 

Headquarters  Sumter  Artillert  Battauon,  > 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Juljr  12,  1862.  \ 

General  W.  N.  Penduton  : 

Qxjx^K/CL.  ]^  obedience  to  yoar  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command,  fr^m  the  26th 
of  Jane  to  the  present  date.  Captain  John  Lane's  company  (of  six 
pnsy  hating  been  detached  from  my  immediate  command,  I  would 
respectfully  submit  his  own  report  for  your  consideration,  whicL 
please  find  enclosed : 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  26th  of  June,  in  carrying  out  your  order 
and  instructions  of  the  2dth,  I  reported  myself,  with  three  batteries^-- 
Captain  H.  M.  Ross,  with  six  guns ;  Captain  J.  Y.  Price,  wi(h  four- 
guns,  and  Captain  J.  A.  Blackshear,  also  with  four  guns — to  Major 
GeneAkl  Hugcr,  at  our  advance  lines,  on  the  William'sburg  road.     Mr 
batteries  were  held  in  reserve  to  support  General  Huger's  command. 
On  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  was  joined  by  Lieutenant  Maddux,  withi 
one  gf  n  of  Captain  Hamilton's  battery— Lieutenant  Stiener,  of  the'' 
same  company,  having  obtained   permission  to   report   to   General' 
Toombs,  with  two  guns  of  the  battery.     I  have  had  no  report  of  his 
operations.     With  the  above-mentioned  batteries,  \r\^^\\  fifteen  gutis, 
I  remained  personally  on  the  ground,  in  rear  of  ^neral  Huger's 
command,   and  near  the  enemy's  lines,  until  Sunday  morning,  the^ 
S9thy  and  although  we  did  no  actual  service,  except  shelling  the  ene«i 
by's  pickets  in  the  woods,  we  were  at  all  times  ready  to  meet  the- 
enemy,  and,  from  his  position  and  superior  force,  were  hourly  expect- - 
ing  an  engagement.     On  the  29th,  on  being  informed  that  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  their  entrenchments,  and  were  in  full  retreat,  and  the- 
division   being  welf  supplied  with  artillery,  General  Huger  orderedi 
two  of   my  batteries — Captains  Price  and  Blackshear — back  to  our 
camp,  near  Richmond,  there  to  be  held  in  reserve,  to  await* orders. 
Myself,  with  Captain  Ross' battery,  and  Lieutenant  Maddux,  with  his 
gun,  were  assigned  to  General  Wright's  brigade,  and  ordered  on  the 
Charles   City  road.     The  whole  command  was  delayed  in  moving  in 
this  direction  by  a  despatch  from  General  Magruder,  asking  for  as- 
ristance  in  the  enemy's  rear ;  and,  at  nightfall,  we  had  only  moved  a 
few  miles  on  the  Charles  City  road.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  SOth^ 
General  Huger's  advance  came  up  to  the  enemy ;  and,  about  three 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  forward  with  my  batteries.     [This  point  was  * 
some  two  miles  north  of  the  battle-field  of  the  same  day,  where  Gen* 
erils  Longstreet  and  Hill  engaged  the  enemy.]     My  balteries  arrived^ 
promptly  on  the  ground,  but  were  not  ordered  into  the  artiilery  dneL- 
then  going  on.     This  position  was  held  during  the  night,  and,  on  the« 
Ist  of  July,  the  enemy  having  disappeared^  and  the  way  clear ^  we  moved 
ipon  the  battle-field  of  Monday.    My  now  small  command  (sevea^ 
gvjkB)  was  assigned  a  place  near  the  battle-field  of  Tuesday,  the  If^'^ 
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intUat ;  aftd,  although  I  am  mre  that  more  artillery  eonld  hare  been 
ased  with  advantage  in  the  engagement,  and  also  that  my  command 
conld  have  done  good  service,  yet  1  received  no  orders,  and,  there- 
fore,  I  had  not  the  honor  to  participate  in  any  or  the  many  engage- 
ments for  the  protection  of  the  capital.  The  position  assiffned  me 
was  held  until  Monday,  the  7th  instant,  when,  by  General  Hager'a 
order,  I  returned  to  my  camp  at  this  place,  all  my  other  batteries 
having  previously  returned.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Captain  0. 
y.  Crawford  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  one  of  Captain  Pripe^s 
guns,  as  his  own  battery  was  not  ready  for  the  fielff  This  he  did, 
and  remained  with  it  until  the  company  was  ordered  back  to  camp. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  several  companies  deserve  great  credit 
for  their  great  promptness,  and  their  anxiety  to  share  the  dangers  and 
ihonors  with  those  noble  commands  who  fought  on  every  field. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  CUTTS, 
Ueutmant  ^OoUmd,  commanding  First  Battalion^  Reserve  Corps, 
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^         REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  ANCSLL. 

In  Gamp,  July  IS,  1862. 

Major  Gharlbs  Richardson, 

Oomnumding  Beterve  ArtUkry  : 

Major  ;  I  htpre  the  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  with  an  order 
40  report  what  transpired  in  my  company  from  the  -SGth  June  to  SA 
July,  1863  : 

On  Thursday,  Jane  20th,  I  was  ordered,  by  yourself,  to  take  onr 
hatiery  to  a  position  on  the  Ghickahominy,  about  one  mile  below  the 
Mechanics ville  road,  and  to  hold  the  position  in  case  the  enemy  should 
attempt  to  cross  there.  No  such  attempt  being  made  by  the  enemy, 
I  only  waited  in  position  utttil  Frid^  morfiing,  when,  the  enemy 
haying  been  driven  below  this  point,  I,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
Boyed  my  battery  back  to  camp,  together  with  a  large  rifle  gun  un^ 
der  the  command  of  Captain  Masters. 

On  Friday  evening,  in  cooiDliance  with  your  order,  I  took  command 
of,  and  carried  this  large  gu^  to  a  point  on  the  Nine*mile  road,  neaf 
the  farm  of  Dr.  GaYnett,  at  which  point  I  remained  until  Sunday 
morning,  June  2f9th,  when,  no  opportunity  offering  to  bring  it  to 
bear  upon  the  enemy,  it  was,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  moyed 
back  to  camp.  On,  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  I  carried^the  same  piece 
down  the  Darbytown  road,  as  directed  by  you,  to  FusselPs  farm,  near 
the  scene  of  the  fight  of  that  evening,  but  was  not  able  to  get  into  a 
pooition  from  which  to  use  it  against  tilie  foe,  and,  on  the  next  mom- 
ing,  returned  with  it  to  camp« 

With  the  exception  of  these  several  orders,  ended  any  part  takmi 
by  my  company  in  the  struggles  around  Richmond.  I  will  take  oo« 
casion  to  say,  thopgh  not  actually  engaged,  the  men  acted  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  satisfactory,  and  evinc^  an  earnest  desire  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  late  great  struggles  around  Richmond ;  but  as  all 
this  occurced  under  your  immediate  observation,  I  will  only  say  that 
they  obeyed  all  orders  cheerfully  and  soldierly. 
Major,  I  have  the  honor  to  be» 

Yours,  with  high  respect, 

JOHN  J.  ANCELL, 
Gb^oMi  FboMama^Jjighi  Artilleru. 
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^  REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  WOOLFOLK. 

HeADq'rS  GoM^  a,  Snd  BaTTAUON   RbSERTB  ARTILLGEr»  \ 

Jtdyl\,]Bo2.      S 
Major  Charlvs  Richardson, 

Commanding  2rf  Baiialian  Reserve  Arttlkry  Corps : 

Major  :  In  parsiiaiice  of  your  orders,  I  have  the  hono&  to  niftke 
the  following  report  of  the  eeryices  of  this  battery  fi^om  the  S6th  of 
June.  At  this  date,  we  were  on  picket  duty  at  Mrs.  Price's  house^' 
opposite  the  New  Bridge,  seven  miles  from  Richmond.  We  were 
then  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lee,  and  attached  to brig- 
ade, Colonel  Anderson  commanding,  in  Colonel  Jones'  division,  to 
whom  we  reported,  June  14th,  1862. 

Nothing  occurred  on  the  26th,  except  # little  harmless  shelling  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  four  in  number,  stationed  opposite  to  us  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  we 
were  ordered,  together  with  two  of  Captain  Lane's  guns,  all  undeir 
the  command  of  Colonel  Lee,  against^  stony 'work  of  the  enemy  ^8> 
some  three  fourths  of  a  mile  to  our  rigWand  front.  We  were  brought 
into  position  in  an  open  field,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the 
enemy's  works,  when  we  opened  upon  him  with  shell  and  spherical 
case  from  the  howitzer's,  (two  IS-pounders,)  and  with  shell  and  shot 
from  our  rifle-pieces,  (two  S-inch  guns.)  We  fired  very  rspidly,  re- 
ceiving, in  reply,  an  incessant  fir^  from  the  enemy's  battery,  eom« 
1>osed,  as  we  afterwards  learned  from  prisoners,  of  thirteen  bre»dh» 
oading  guns,  sustaining,  at  the  same  time,  an  enfilading  fi^e  from 
their  sharpshooters.  After  an  engagement  of  about  thirty  miimtes, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire,  having  sustained  a  loss  of  one  man  killed, 
and  three  wounded.  Of  the  effect  of  our  6re,  I  have  no  nieans  of 
•knowing,  except  from  the  report  of  prisoners,  who  stated  that  th^ir 
loss  liras  heavy  in  killed,  wounded  and  in  destruction  of  property. 
On  Saturday,  the  28th,  our  two  rifle-pieces  were  detached  to  proceed 
down  the  New  Bridge  road,  and,  in  company  with  a  portion  of  Liinc's 
and  Dabney's  batteries,  to  shell  the  enemy,  at  long  range.  This  duty 
was  performed  with  fine  effect,  the  enemy  breaking  and  running  in 
every  direction.  On  the  29th,  we  were  ordered  under  the  command 
of  Major  Gamett,  and  temporarily  in  support  of  General  Toombs' 
brigade,  some  thtee  miles  down  the  road,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Chickahofiiny  ;  but  no  requisition  was  made  upon  us  for  active  ser- 
vice, and,  on  the  next  day,  June  30th,  we  were  relieved  and  sent  back 
tie  camp  to  recruit,  men  and  horses  being  very  much  broken  down. 
^Of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  this  command,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
report  that  they  behaved,  with  but  two  exceptions,  with  marked 
'Coolness  and  gallantry. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  WOOLFOLK,  First  Lieut.. 
Commanding  Ashland  AtCy,  Co.  A^  td  Bat.  M.  A. 


REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  POAGUR 

Gamp  of  First  Brigade,  V.  D.,  JaW  7,  186S. 

CapUin  J.  T.  O'Brien, 

A.  A.  G.,  First  Brigade,  V.  D.  ; 

Oaptaiiv  «  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  evening  of  the 
S7th  June,  when  the  brigade  started  for. the  battle-field,  my  battery 
was  ordered  to  halt  and  await  orders.  Next  day  I  received  orders  to 
join  the  brigade,  which  I  did,  remaining  with*  it  until  let  July,  bat 
taking  no  part  in  any  of  the  engagements  up  to  that  date. 

About  ten  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  Ist  July,  wl^le  following  the 
brigade  o%  the  march  near  Frazier's  farm,  I  received  an  order  from 
Major  ^General  Jackson  to  hurry  on  to  the  front  and  report  to  Major 
General  Whiting.  Not  being  ablo  to  find  the  latter  ofiScer,  by  direc- 
tion of  General  Jackson,  I  took  position  in  a  wheat  fiell,  on  the  left 
of  Bahhis' battery,  (Staunton  artillery,)  which  had  just  preceded  us. 
My  guns  were  posted  behind  th^rest  of  a  ridge,  by  which  they  .were, 
to  some  extent,  protected  from  we  enemy's  fire. 

Shortly  after  opening  fire,  the  impression  got'  out,  by  some  means, 
that  all  tho  batteries  wq|^  ordered  to  leave 'the  field.  Not  being  able 
to  trace  it  to  an  authoritative  source,  I  ordered  my  pieces  to  continue 
firing.     One  or  two  batteries  in  the  meantime  left  the  field. 

Captain  Balthis  soon  exhausted  his  ammunition,  and  shortly  after- 
wards left  the  field.  By  this  time.  Lieutenant  Carpenter  had  gotten 
two  pieces  in  position  and  opened  fire.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries was  most  terrific,  and,  in  the  main,  very  accurate  ;  that  the  loss 
on  our  side  was  not  much  heavier,  is  owing  to  the  protection  afibrded 
by  oar  position. 

The  detachment  of  the  six-pounder  was  now  so  much  reduced  as  not 
to  be  able  to  work  the  gun.  It  was  sent  off  the  field,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  detachment  distributed  among  the  other  pieces.  Find- 
ing that  the4;ontest  was  a  very  unequal  one,  having  the  fire  of  seve- 
ral batteries  concentrated  upon  five  guns  on  our  side,  my  pieces  were 
ordered  to  cease  firing.  The  gun  of  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  next  to  us, 
also  ceased  at  my  suggestion.  My  object  was  to  induce  the  enemy  to 
hold  up  until  we  could  get  other  batteries  to  our  assistance.  Two 
more  batteries  were  then  brought  into  position.  Our  guns  again 
opened,  under  direction  of  Major  Whiting,  but  elicited  only  a  feeble 
response  from  the  enemy,  and  after  a  few  rounds,  our  batteries  ceased 
firing.  Soon  thereafter,  I  was  ordered  to  report,  with  my  battery,  to 
Major  General  Hill,  but  was  not  called  on  to  go  into  action  again. 
About  five  o^clock,  I  obtained  permission  to  go  to  the  rear  for  amma* 
nition. 

The  following  are  the  casuakies  which  ocourred  during  this  artil- 
lery engagement :     ^  • 

Killed — Jno.  L.  Brown,  Francis  T.  Herndon,of  Rockbridge  county, 
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Wounded — Jno.  Doran^  of  Lexington,  seTerely,  in  ftrm,  by  •  aboil ; 
Jobn  Poller,  of  Rockbridge,  severely  braised  by  a  shell. 

Slightly  irounded — E..  Holmes  Boyd,  B.  K.  Compton,  John  BL 
Brown,  Randolph  Fairfax,  Sergeant  David  E.  Moore,  John  H.  Moore, 
Abner  E.  Arnold,  Williain  H.  Boiling.  One  horse  iras  killed  and 
several  disabled. 

With  three  or  foar  exoep1;ions,  the  condact  of  the  men  and  offieers 
was  in  the  highest  degree  oreditable. 

Very  respectfully,  4c., 

W.  T.  POAGUa 
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RBPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  PAGE. 

Camp  of  Third  Battalion  Beberte  ARTiKXERTt 

July  IS,  18«S, 

Major  WiLUAM  Nelson  : 

Major  :  According  to  your  request,  I  reBpectfolly  Bubmit  the  fol- 
lowing  report  of  toy  battery  daring  the  late  engagements  before 
Richmond : 

On  Thursday  mornings  Jane  26th,  we  were  ordered  down  the  Nine« 
mile  road  as  far  as  Garnett's  farm,  where  we  took  a  position  on  the 
ready  and  jast  in  rear  of  our  extreme  picket  lines.  After  remaining 
here  for  aboat  two  hours,  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  upop  us,  with  his 
long-range  guns,  which  he  kept  up  for  some  time,  when,  by  order  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  we  shifted  our  position.  Here,  again,  we 
were  shelled  from  time  to  time  until  night,  when  we  withdrew,  resum- 
ing our  first  position  early  next  morning. 

On  this  day,  Friday,  our  position  was  shelled  constantly  through- 
out the  day,  without  our  being  able  to  reply,  as  we  had  orders  to  fire 
only  in  case  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  in  the  open  field. 

On  Saturday,  after  th^^iddleof  the  day,  everything  became  quiet. 

On  Sunday,  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  started  with  Major  Gen- 
eral Magruder's  forces,  down  the  Nine-mile  and  Williamsburg  roada^ 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  went  as  fiir  as  Savage's  farm,  where  we 
rested  for  the  night. 

Monday  morning,  we  continued  our  march  and  reached  Hollywood, 
,  near  the  scene  of  the  terrible  conflict  of  Tuesday  evening. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  \)ur  rifle  pieces.  Lieutenant  Montgomery 
commanding,  was  sent  to  the  front  to  reconnoitre  and  returned  in  the 
evening.     At  this  camp  we  remained  until  Friday  morning,  when  bjr 
yoar  command,  we  returned  to  our  present  encampment. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  0.  M.  PAGE, 
Captain  Cammtmding  AriiUery. 
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EEPOET  OF  CAPTAIN  KtRKPATRICK. 


Major  William  Nelson, 

Cofnmanding  Third  Batiallian  Reserve  Carpi  AfiiUerf : 

Major  :  At  your  reqaest^I  submit  the  follpwiog  statement  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  company  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Richmond: 
^-|0n  Thursday,  June  26th,  we  pr6ceeded  with  four  guns  (two  being 
left  on  account  of  sickness  amongst  the  members  of  the  company)  to 
the  front  at  Oarnett's  farm.  We  were  stationed  at  a  point  within 
range  of  the  enemy^s  guns  in  front  and  on  our  left,  but  remained  on- 
disturbed  unlil  the  afternoon,  when  the  batteries  on  our  left  opened  a 
fire  upon  the  whole  field.  Many  of  the  shells  came  near  us,  but  did 
no  harm.  ' 

The  next  morning  we  resumed  the  place  held  by  us  the  da;y  before. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  we  were  ordered'to  take  a  position  consider- 
ably advanced  and  to  our  right,  with  two  howitzers,  and  there  to  open 
fire  upon  a  party  of  the  enemy,  then  at  work  upon  the  rifle-pits  in 
front  of  their  works.  As  soon  as  our  fire  commenced,  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  with  at  least  five  difi'^nt  species  of  projectile. 
Daring  this  fire,  Lieutenant  Walton,  Corporal  Davidson  and  privates 
Hewitt  and  John  Goodwin  were  struck  by  fragments  of  shell,  though 
no  one  was  seriously  hurt.  « At  the  other  guns,  which  remained  for 
Bome  time  in  a  very  exposed  condition,  private  Motley  was  also  struck. 
Ono  of  our  horses  was  killed  and  two  wounded.  We  remained  in  the 
advanced  position  until  four  o'clock,  P.  }/l, 

I  cannot  forbear  stating  just  here  that  you  were  present  with  us  dar- 
ing the  time  that  the  enemy's  fire  was  concentrated  upon  us,  and  I  feel 
under  lasting  oblisations  to  you  for  the  great  encouragement  and  as- 
sistance you  afforaed  us;  inexperienced  a^  we  were,  by  your  calm  and 
cheerful  courage,  as  well  as  by  advice  how  our  fire  should  be  con* 
ducted. 

On  Saturday,  we  took  the  same  position,  and  in  the  afternoon  were 
ordered  to  proceed  again  with  two  guns,  to  take  the  position  just  al- 
luded to,  in  order  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  it  was 
supposed  had  been  evacuated.  Before  we  reached  the  position  the 
order  was  countermanded.  On  our  way  going  and  returning  we  were 
under  heavy  fire.  ^ 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  we  proceeded  with  General 
Blagruder's  forces  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  down  the  Nine- mile  and 
Williamsburg  roads,  and,  with  the  same  forces,  crossed  over  to  Camp 
Holly;  where  we  were  held  in  reserve  until  Friday,  when  our  battery 
was  ordered  back  to  camp. 

On  Thursday,  my  rifle  piece,  under  Lieutenant  Hobson,  was  ordered 
towards  the  front,  but  he  was  soon  directed  to  return. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  I  was  assisted,  in  the  engtf  ement  of  Fri- 
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day*  ^7  Lieatentanta  Hobson  and  Latham,  who  rendered  erery  possi- 
ble serviee,  and  proved  theiDselyes  competoxit  and  brave. 
Yer;  respectfully  snbmitted, 

THOS.  y.  KIRKPATRICK, 
Ccmmanding  Amherst  AriiUrry. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  NELSON. 

Hbadquartbrs  TmikD  Battalion  Rksertb  AtTuxERr, ) 
Near  Ridinumd,  July  13,  1862.  ) 

Oeneral  :  At  you^  reqaest,  I  respectfallj  submit  to  you  the  follow- 
ing Btatemeut  of  my  proceedingBy  as  also  of  my  command,  in  the  re- 
cent movements  of  our  army  in  the  defence  of  Richmond : 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  reported  early  Thursday  morning, 
the  S6th  ultimo,  with  my  three  companies,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  S. 
D.  Leo,  chief  of  artillery  for  General  Magruder's  division,  who  asked 
me  to  post  t^o  of  my  batteries  in  Dr.  Gbrnett^s  field,  in  advance  of 
our  iuain  line,  and  in  support  of  our  advance  pickets,  and  to  hold  the 
other  in  reserve.  Captains  Kirkpatrick  and  Pago  with  their  b«lteriee 
w6re  "posted  accordingly,  and  Captain  Huokstep  with  his  was  kept  in 
reserve  near  the  Bridge  church. 

Nothing  of  interest  transpired  until  the  afltemoon,  when  the  enemy's 
batteries,  from  several  different  points,  opened  fire  upon  the  whole 
field,  frequently  throwing  their  shells  very  near  us,  but  without  injury. 
These  two  batteries  were  withdrawn  to  a  less  hazardous  position,  after 
night,  and  replaced  before  light  the  next  morning,  Friday  the  S7th. 
In  the  early  part  of  Friday,  I  was  invited  by  Colonel  Lee  to  recon- 
noitre, with  him,  the  enemy's  position  immediately  in  our  front,  where 
they  were  busily  engaged  on  an  advance  line  of  works,  with  a  view 
to  stop  their  operations,  after  which,  it  was  determinA  that  I  should 
advance  one  section  of  hors3  artillery  to  our  extreme  picket  line,  a 
little  to  th3  right  of  our  position,  to  co-operate  with  other  pieces 
which  Colonel  Lee  would  post  on  our  left.  I  was  to  be  ready,  and  to 
open  as  soon  as  the  firing  on  my  left  commenced.  I  requested  Cap- 
tain Kirkpatrick  to  take  two  of  his  howitzers,  with  their  detachments, 
to  the  ppint  of  the  fie)d  determined  on,  and  I  accompanied  them.  His 
pieces  were  immediately  put  in  position  just  below  tbe  crest  of  the 
hill  and  loaded.  Very  soon  the  signal  on  our  left  was  heard,  when  the 
captain  gave  the  order  and  the  firing  commenced  with  energy, 
and  the  working  parties  were  driven  from  their  positioi).  Im- 
mediately the  eoemy  opened  upon  us  with  batteries  at  four  different 
points,  after  the  working  parties  were  driven  off.  Our  fire  was  aimed 
at  one  of  their  batteries,  and  kept  up  until  the  limbers  were  emptied 
of  ammunition,  when  the  firing  ceased  for  a  very  short  time  for  the 
caisson  to  be  bi*ought  up,  which  was  soon  done,  and  the  firing  resumed 
with  vigor,  and  kept  up  until  the  men  were  much  exhausted,  when  I 
requested  the  captain  to  cease  firing,  and  let  his  men  sit  down  below 
the  crest  of  the  hill  and  rest.  During  this  whole  time  they  were  un- 
der a  heavy  fire  from  the  four  batteries  before  referred  to,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  saying  of  all  officers  and  men,  that  they  did  their  dotj 
well.  Fcr  further  particulars  of  the  operations  of  this  company  and 
results  to  them,  I  refer  you  to  the^acoompanying  statement  of  Csp* 
tain  Kirkpatrick. 

The  position  occupied  by  Captain  Page's  batteryo«)gI  peooliarlj 
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tryingy  being  under  ft  hoi  fire  dnring  part  of  Thursday  afternoon,  and 
on  Fridaj,  withoat  being  able  to  return  it  at  all. 

I  was  fully  fiatiefied  with  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men, 
and  tor  further  particulars  of  their  operations,  I  refer  you  to  the  ac- 
companying statement  of  Captain  Page.  Friday  afternoon,  I  was 
asked  by  Oolonel  Lee  for  one  rifle  gun,  to  co-operate  with  others,  to 
try  the  enemy's  position,  and  I  sent  the  the  rifle  gun  of  Captain  Huck- 
step's  battery,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Massie,  to  whose  report, 
herewith,  I  refer  yon  for  particulars.  This  gun,  in  that  skirmish  was 
well  managed  and  served  in  every  particular. 

Saturday  we  retsined  our  former  position  without  engaging  in  what 
took  place  sear  by,  but  being  under  fire  part  of  the  time. 

Sunday  naorning,  we  were  early  on  the  field,  and,  late  in  the  day, 
adranced  wi til  the  diyision  towards  Fair  Oak  Station,  on  the  York 
Birer  railroad.  There  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee  to  follow  on  with 
the  reserve^  at  a- safe  distance  from  the  centre  of  Qeneral  McLaws' 
division ;  doing  this,  wo  stayed  that  night  near  the  General's  command, 
on  the  Williamsburg  road.         «  * 

Monday  morning,  we  were  ordered  to  march  for  Allen's  farm,  on 
James  river,  by  the  way  of  the  Darbytown  road,  and  I  was  ordered 
to  halt  my  command  about  two  miles  ehort  of  Allen's  farm,  which  was 
done.  My  encampment,  that  night,  was  on  Robertson's  farm,  called 
CanTp  Holly* 

On  Wednesday,  July  2nd,  I  was  ordered  to  take  all  the  rifle  guns 
of  my  command  to  the  front  where  we  remained  until  the  afternoon, 
when  we  were  ordered  back  to  camp  with  them.  There  we  stayed  until 
Friday  the  4th^hen  we  were  ordered  back  to  this  point. 

I  cannot  too  fully  express  my  thanks  for,  and  appreciation  of,  the  con- 
duct, on  the  occasion  referred  to,  of  Surgeon  J.  B.  Page,  Assistant  Sur- 
gons  Perrin  and  Hopkins ;  also.  Lieutenant  Massie  and  my  young  aid^ 
W.  R.  Jones.  These  gentiemen  all  did  much  to  excite  grateful  thanks. 
With  gratitude  to  Uod  for  hie  protection  and  care^  I  respectfully 
mbmit  this  repolrt. 

W.  R.  KELSON,  Majlor  commmding  BMaHon. 
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REPORT  9F  MAJOR  RICHARDSON. 

Heaikiuarterb  Second  Bat.  pENDLfiTOM^s  Artiixbrf  Corfs,  j 
Camp  near  Richmonjdf  July  12 f  1868.      \ 

'  Genchal  ;  In  obedience  to  yoor  order  of  the  1  Ith  instant,  requir- 
ing me  to  furnish  jou  with  ift  report,  showing  the  operations  of  mj 
command  from  the  26th  ultimo  to  the  present  time,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following,  with  thb  accompanying  reports  of  the  cap- 
tains of  the  several  batteries  in  my  battalion,  which  will  tnore  expli- 
citly give  the  information  you  desire,  as  I  was  necessarily  separated 
from  portions  of  my  command  at  different  times  during  the  occurrences 
therein  named : 

Tou  are  aware  that,  for  ^bout  twelve  days  previous  to  the  S6tli 
ultimo,  I  bad  been  on  outpost  service,  with  two  of  my  batteries,  on 
t^e  Mechanicsville  road,  near  the  GKickahomihy  river,  and  that  my 
other  battery  (Captain  Woolfolk's)  was  on  duty  at  Price's  farm,  under 
Colonel  Lee,  Chief  jof  Artillery  General  Ma;gruder'8  division,  with 
whom  it  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  Sd  inst,  when  relieved  by 
you,  and  ordered  to  my  camp.  The  batteries  of  Captain  Davidson 
(two  three  inch  rifles,  two  six-pounder  smooth  bores,  and  two  twelve- 
pounder  howitzers,)  and  Captain  Masters,  (two  four-pounrfer  rifles,) 
were  assigned,  temporarily,  to  my  qommand  by  Brigadier  General  J. 
R.  Anderson,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  General  D.  H 'Ilill,  whose 
division  had  moved  up  near  my  camp  during  the  previous  night,  sent 
for  me,  and  informed  mo  tbat  our  troops  would  cross  the  river  at  that 
J)oint  during  the  day,  and  that  I  was  expected  to  cover  the  passage, 
and  that  he  would  indicate  the  moment  when  I  should  open  fire  upon 
the  works  of  the  enemy  just  opposite.  He  desired  to  know  the  num- 
ber, calibre  and  positions  of  my  guns,  offering,  at  the  same  time,  to 
furnish  me  with  any  additional  guns  that  I  might  need.  Ha^wg 
given  bim  the  desired  information,  I  accepted,  and  placed  in  position, 
three  .of  his  rifled  pieces,  and  awaited  his  orders.  About  tyrelve 
o'clock,  M.,  I  sent  a  message  to  the  General  that  I  thought  the  enemy 
were  vacating  the  works  in  frcnt  of  rao;  ;;nd,  about  three;  P.  51., 
sent  another  message  that  I  was  quite  sure  the  work  was  entirely 
deserted ;  but  received  no  orders,  though  Generals  Lee,  Hill  and 
Longstreet,  came  up  shortly  afterward,  and  watched  the  movement  of 
the  enemy  until  near  five  o'clock,  when  General  Hill  mored  his 
division  across  the  river.  Seeing  no  enemy  in  front  .of  me,  and 
desiring  to  re'nder  as  much  service  as  possible,  I  ordered  Captain 
Milledge  to  move  his  rifle  guns  east  of  the  Mechanicsville  road,  to  a 
point  from  which  he  could  do  the  enemy  .most  damage.  [His  report 
will  show  his  operations  in  pursuance  of  this  order.]  At  the  same 
time,  I  ordered  Captain  Masters  to  place  one  of  his  guns  on  the  ridge 
last  of,  and  near,  the  Mechanicsville  road,  thinking  it  a  very  fine 
position  from  which  to  work  open  one  of  the  heawr  batteries  of  the 
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attemj/ttieii  praring  &  terriilo  fire  upon  our  troops ;  bat,  as  tlie  piece 
was  beiag  pot  in  position^  General  Longstreet  ordered  Captain  Maa« 
lers  to  take  it  to  a  point  lower  down  the  river,  which  he  thought  was 
•  better  position.  In  moving  the  gun  *down,  one  of  the  wheeh  got 
into  a  deep  rnt,  and  oonld  not  be  extricated  until  the  next  morning. 
At  dawn  on  the  next  morning,  t7th  ultimo.  General  Lee  ordered  i^e 
U>  move  my  guns  along  the  ridge  on  the  south  8i4c  of  the  Chicka- 
kominy,  and  do  the  best  I  could  against  the  enemy  on  the  Opposite 
side.  I  therefore  moved  down  the  river  with  all  of  my  guns  except 
one  of  the  four-pounder  rifles  of  Captain  Masters,  and  one  smooth  bore 
fix*poander  and  two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  of  Captain  Milledge, 
(having  no  horses  to  move  these  guns,)  and  took  a  position  on  Watt's 
farm,  and  opened  fire  (I  have  reason  to  believe  with  good  effect)  upon 
the  enemy  with  Captain  Davidson's  two  three-inch  rifles.  Captain 
Milledge's  three-inch  rifle,  and  one  of  Captain  Master's  four-pounder 
viflea,  and  oentiniied  firing  until  ordered  to  cease  by  General  Lee. 

About  this  time  you  came  up,  and  I  asked  for  further  orders,  re- 
questing to  be  permitted  to  send  to  the  rear  the  pieces  that  could  not 
be  used  with  effect,  and  having  received  your  approval,  I  ordered 
Captain  Ancell  to  take  to  our  old  camp,  (near  the  toll  gate,  on  the 
Mechaniesviile  road,)  his  battery,  together  with  the  three  guns  of 
Captain  Milledge  and  the  four-pounder  rifle  of  Captain  Masters,  left 
nea^  Ashton's  house ;  and  then,  by  your  order,  I  proceeded  down  the 
riF^r  to  Mrs.  Christian's  farm,  without  being  able,  however,  to  get  a 
0liot  at  the  enemy. 

'  At  this  point,  Captain  Davidson  handed  me  an  order  from  Briga- 
dier General  J.  R.  Anderson  requiring  him  to  join  hfs  brigade  at 
once,  and  I,  of  course,  relieved  him  from  duty  with  me. 

I  then  joined  you  at  the  hospital  on  the  Nine-mile  road,  about  a 
mile  above  Dr.  Gamett's  farm.  You  then  ordered  me  to  move  the 
twa  four-pounder  rifles  of  Captain  Masters  to  that  point  and  yon 
would  have  them  placed  in  position.  The  guns  being  exceedingly 
heskvy  (weighing  nearly  4,000  pounds  each)  and  the  road  very  bad, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  succeeded  in  getting  one  of  the 
nns  (ander  Captain  Ancell)  to  the  point  indicated  by  eight  o'clock, 
\  M.,  when  all  operations  for  the  day  seemed  to  have  ceased,  and 

iou,  J  Jearned,  had  left  the  field.     The  other  gun,  under   Captain 
[illedge,  could  not  be  brought  down,  and  Captain  Milledge  informed 
xne  that  you  ordered  him  to  take  it  to  camp. 

The  next  day,  June  28th,  I  succeeded  in  seeing  you  late  in  the 
sftemoon,  ^hen  y au  told  me  that  I  pould  eonfer  with  Colonel  Lee 
(chief  of  artillery  of  General  Magruder's  division)  as  to  the  best  po-* 
sition  for  the  gnn.  Colonel  Lee  said  that  the  gun  could  be  of  no  ser- 
rice  there  at  that  time«  but  that  he  would  4et  me  know  if  it  could  be 
aaed  the  next  day.  • 

The  next  day,  June  S9th,  at  an  early  hour,  General  Magruder's 
troope  were  moved  out  o^  their  works,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  have 
the  .gun  taken  to  my  camp,  which  I  did. 

I  received  no  former  orders  from  you  until  Monday  night,  Juno 
SOthy  wh^^n^yo^ordeced  me  to  move  4ho  two-  ^.^-|^ander  rifles  at 
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•vrly  dswB  the  next  mMnUg,  down  the  Darbj  rAtf,  In  the^ireolion 
of  New  Market,  and  yoa  would  select  a  poeitioii  for  tkem.  Thi» 
order  I  obeyed,  halting  on  the  Darby  road  where  it  is  ioterseeted  bj 
the^New  Market  road,  and  reported  to  you  through  Gaplaiii  Milledge^ 
and  received  your  order  directing  me  to  move  doi^n  to  a  point  near 
whioh  you  wonld  endeavour  to  find  %*  position  for  the  guns,  (Captaia 
iCtUedge  aoting  as  guide.)  We  baited  on  the  farm  of  a  Mr.  FvsseU, 
when  1  reported  &i.  you  in  person,  and  yeu  ordered  me  to  hivouto  for 
tibe  night,  as  you  were  unable  to  find  a  suitable  position  for  the  guns. 

The  next  morning  I,  by  your  order,  returned  to  camp  with  tko 
guns,  as  you  thought  they  could  not  be  used  to  advantage  at  all  dowa 
there. 

In  leaving  my  old  camp  on  the  Meehanicsville  road,  near  the  toll- 
gate,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  instant,  I  ordered  Captain  Woolfolk^ 
senior  captain,  to  ta^ke  charge  of,  and  move  the  camp  down  on  the 
Williamsburg  road,  near  Fulton's  hill^  you  having  ordered  me  to  take 
a  position  more  convenient  to  the  scene  of  operations. 

It  is,  doubdess,  proper  to  add  that  two  drivers  and  four  horses  fron 
each  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Anoell  and  Miiledge  had  been^  by 
General  A.  P.  HilPs  orders,  sent  to  join  Captain  Mcintosh's  battery. 
One  of  these  men,  private  Robinson,  of  Captain  Milledge*s  eompany, 
was  slightly  wounded,  and  one  of  the  horses  sent  from  Captain 
^c^U's  battery  died. 

,  Before  concluding,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  soldierly  bearmg, 
energy  and  general  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  mea  under  aiy 
f  ommand  affords  me  the  liveliest  gratification  and  satisfaction,  and  in 
awarding  praise,  I  cannot* discriminate  in  favor  of  some  without 
doiftg  injustice  to  others,  inasmuch  as  all  my  orders-  wece  obeyed 
with  great  alacrity  and  cheerfulness. 

I  wonld  add  that  Dr.  Semple,  surgeo%  of  my  battery,  was  always 
aA  his  post  of  duty  and  performed  his  part  most  Batisfact(Ntily. 
.  .        I  have  the  honor  to  be,        < 

Very  respeetfuUy,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  RICHARDSON^ 
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BBPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BROWN. 

Camp  at  Bandojlph^^  Fakm,  July  14,  186f , 
;Pri£l»di0r  6«o«ral  W.  N.  Pendlbton  :  ^ 

8» :  In  aooordanc6  with  your  order  of  JhIjt  lltk^  \  herewith  for- 
iMrdto  JOB  s  report  of  the  operatioDs  of  my  comfi^Bad  from  Thuftf- 
imy,  Jbdo  £6th,  to  the  preeei^t  time 

'.  Vevy  respeotfolly,  your  obedient  flerranty 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 

Colontl  l8t  Virginia  Artilktr. 
LEWIS  M.  COLEMAN, 
t  Lkut€fi€ni  CoUmd  Iff  Virginia  AfiUkri/. 


-  My  comTBand,  with  the  esceptioD  of  the  batteries,  of  which  a  more 
detailed  acconat  will  be  sabsequently  given,  after  having  been  ia 
eanip  for  some  days,  was  moved  on  Friday,  Jane  27th,  to  a  point 
near  Mrs.  Price's  farm,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  action.  On  Sat- 
Brday,  S8tb,  it  was  moved  back  to  its  present  position  On  Sunday^ 
June  29th,  it  was  moved  to  a  point  on  the  Darbytown  road,  aboBti»Ba 
and  a  half  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  New  Market  road,  whei^ 
it  arrived  wftfaont  being  called  for  until  Thursday,  July  ^d,  where,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from .  General  Pendleton,  it  returned  to  its  old 
tomp  at  Randolph's  farm,  where  it  now  awaits  orders.  * 

The  batteries  which,  during  this  period,  were  separated  from  the 
command,  are  the  following :  Third  Howitzer,  Captain  B.  H.  Smith  ; 
Richmond  Fayette  Artiller/,  Lieutenant  Clopton  commanding,  and 
Williamsburg  Artillery,  Captain  Coke.  The  first  of  the  third  How- 
itaers  (Captain  B.  H.  Smith)  having  been  advised  to  join  Feathers- 
ton's  brigade.  General  Longstreet's  division,  reached  Mechaniosviile 
at  ten,  P.  M.,  on  Thursday,  June  26th.  On  Friday,  27th,  it  was  en- 
gaged with  good  effect  at  Catlin's  house,  one  section  being  in  the  or- 
chard, and  the  other  to  the  right  of  the  house.  They  continued  their 
fire  until  the  enemy  left  the  field.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
it  was  again  engaged  at  Gaines'  farm  ;  the  three  howitsers  being  sta- 
tioned on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  near  the  barn,  where  they  shelled  the 
enemy's  position  in  the  woods.  The  Parrott  piece  on  the  right  of  the 
barn  engaged  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries^on  the  south  side  of  the 
Chickahominy,  thus  drawing  a  raking  fire  away  from  our  infantry, 
while  charging  the  enemy's  position.  The  Parrott  gun  continued  to 
fire  until  the  enemy's  battery  became  silent ;  but  1  myself,  being  ae- 
oidentally  present,  withdrew  the  howitzers  early  in  the  evening.  They 
were  inefficient  %gain8t  the  battery  because  of  their  short  range,  and 
they  eonld  no  longer  shell  the  enepiy's  infantnr  without  endangering 
our  own  troops*  This  battery  was  aubsequf ntfy  engage^  on  this  aidcf 
,  of  the  Ohieki^ominy,  in  the  battle  of  Monday,  SOth,  near  Bnrougkty'a 
howe.    It  find  b«t  a  few  rovUda.    Still  it  was  mnch  ezpoaed  lo  the 
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fire  of  aiiiUer J  and  infanlr  j.  The.battery  was  not  engaged  on  Taas* 
day,  and  has  now  rejoined  its  regiment.  The  only  loss  sustained  was 
one  man  wonnded  on  Monday,  30th,  and  two  horses  shot  on  Friday, 
27th. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  in  the  entire  series  of  fights  commanded 
the  approval  of  their  captain.  I  myself  saw  them  acting  well  oa 
the  OToniug  of  Friday,  Jane  37th. 

The  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery  and  the  Williamsburg  Artillery, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  reported,  by  order,  of  General 
•Pendleton,  to  General  Lee,  at  Mechanicsville,  on  the  morning  of  Fri^ 
day,  June  27th.  They  followed  the  advancing  army  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet,  at  Hogan^s  house,  and  were 
kept  in  reserve  during  the  battle  of  Friday  evening.  On  Saturday, 
Colonel  Coleman  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and,  in  the  absence 
of  Major  W.  T.  Walker,  sick  in  Richmond,  acted  as  chief  of  artillery, 
until  Wednesday,  July  2d,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment.  The  two 
batteries  under  his  command,  from  this  regiment,  accompanied  Gene- 
ral Hill,  on  his  passage  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  «id 
to  the  vi<5inity  of  the  battle-field  of  Monday.  The  Fayette  Artillery 
was  attached  to  Branch's  brigade,  and  the  Williamsburg  Artillery  held 
in  reserve.  The  Fayette  Artillery  was  placed  in  position  both  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  evening,  and  was  exposed  to  a  sharp  artillery 
fire  on  both  occasions,  but  was  not  allowed  to  fire. 

The  Williamsburg  Artillery  returned  to  its  regiment  on  ^Q^wiay, 
June  1st.  The  men  of  the  Fayette  Artillery,  as  well  as  the  offioers; 
exhibited  suflBcient  coolness  and  alacrity  under  fire. 

Thee  Williamsburg  Artillery  being  in  reserfe,  had  no  opportunity  te 
do  anything  amid  the  great  superabundance  ^of  artillery,  and  the 
.scanty  use  that  was  made  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 

Colonel  First  Virginia  ArtilUrf, 
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REPORT?  OF  COLONHL  NANCE  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE. 
29th  JUNE,  1862. 

Headci'rs  Third  South  Oaroltna  Regtmgnt^  )> 
Oamp  Jackson,  July  11,  1862.      ) 

Captain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  re^ 
eeired  from  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Kershaw,  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  fnstant,  I  moved  my  command,  about  eight,  A.  M.,  oat  to  the 
picket  lines  in  front  of  my  camps,  on  the  York  River  railroad^  about 
five  miles  from  Richmond.  After  arriving  there,  I  received  orders' 
to  move  in  front  of  the  enemy's  deserted  works,  and  there  take  my 
po)iiti6n  in  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  which  I  promptly  did.  There 
Brigadier  Qeneral  Kershaw  assumed  immediate  command,  and  began^ 
the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Two  of  my  companies — company  A,. 
Captain  Hance,  and  company  E,  Lieutenant  Wright,  were  sent  for- 
ward, according  to  directions,  as  skirmishers,  and  remained  detached 
from  the  regiment  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  Nothing  of  special 
interest  occurred  in  the  advance,  so  far  as  my  command  was  conv- 
cemed,  until  about  four,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  follow  Colonel* 
Kennedy,  second  South  Carolina  regiment,  moving  by  the  left  flank, 
and,  under  cover,  take  position  on  his  left,  in  a  wood,  obliquely  tO' 
the  left  of  some  entrenchments  this  side  of  Savages'  farm,  and  ini 
conjunction  with  Colonel  Kennedy,  to  charge  the  enemy  in  his  works,, 
drive  him  out,  and  capture  his  battery.  The  approach  to  this  posi*> 
tion  was  difficult ;  and,  although  we  arrived  at  it,  and  made  our  dis- 
position for  the  charge  as  soon  as  possible,  we  had  barely  completed 
oiir  arrangements  when  we'  received  official  notice  from  the  front 
that  the  enemy  had  tetired.  We  then  rejoined  the  brigade  and  re- 
sumed the  advance  march.  We  had  not  advanced  much  further  before 
we  came  up  with  the  enemy,  near  Savages'  Station,  and  were  halted.. 
My  regiment,  when  halted,  held  a  position  in  a  slight  hollow  in  an> 
open  field,  with  its  right  flank  resting  on  a  wood  of  thick  underbrush 
and  forest  timber,  and  its  left  resting  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Kenr 
nedy's  regiment,  whose  left  rested  on  the  York  River  railroad.  The* 
ground  gradually  ascended  in  our  front  for  about  sixty  yards,  where* 
began  a  wood,  whose  line  ran  nearly  parallel  to  our  line  of  battle.-. 
This  woods  had  a  depth  of  about  four'hundred  yards.  The  first  part» 
though  of  heavy  timber,  was  rather  open  and  not  filled  or  obstructed 
by  the  thick  underbrush,  which  alone  was  found  in  the  last  part  of* 
the  wood.  These  bushes  were  of  dense  thickness,  and  continued  to 
an  open  field  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  lino  of  battle.  The 
ground  of  these  woods  was  slightly  undulating.  In  the  position;!: 
held,  my  men  were  so  well  protected  from  the  fire  and  shells  of  the* 
enemy,  that  they  effected  no  injury  to  my  command  before  the  ad*- 
ranoe  was  nade.    After  seme  &ring  between  the  skirmishers  and  a»*< 
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tillery  of  the  contendiag  parties,  we  received  the  eommand, /onoard  ; 
and,  imjnediately  thereafter ,  the  command  to  charge.  The  commaiids 
'were  obeyed  with  alacrity  and  great  enthnBiasm.  My  regiment 
dashed  up  the  ascent  in  front,  through  the  woods,  yelling  as  they 
went,  and  into  the  thick  undergrowth,  in  which  it  was  impossible  to 
discover  either  friend  or  foe  over  twenty  yards.  We  were  not  aware 
of  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy  until  we  received  his  galling  fire, 
at  a  distance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards,  after  we  had  pro- 
ceeded  Bome  distance  in  the  thick  tindergrowth,  already  described. 
The  fire  checked  ne  for  a  moment,  but  we  pressed  on  slowly,  retarn- 
xng  the  enemy's  fire  and  making  him  yield  grtdnally,  when  I  ordwed 
a  charge,  and  poshed  him  oat  of  the  wood  and  some  distance  acrosi 
the  open  field  beyond.  We  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the  woods 
before  I  heard,  to  my  surprise,  the  command,  cease  firing.  I  imme- 
diately went  to  the  regiment,  where  I  heard  an  officer  giving  thni 
command,  of  whom  I  enquired  by  what  aothority  he  spoke.  He  re- 
plied that  it  came  from  the  right,  and  that  he  understood  we  were 
£ring  on  oar  friends.  Reidembering  the  caution  that  had  been  given 
'early  in  the  day,  for  all  '4ine  officers  to  repeat  the  commands,"  and 
4[nowing  the  impossibility  of  otherwi{>e  hearing  the  commands,  and 
•recollecting  that  the  Brigadier  General  was  on  our  right,  as  we  en- 
tered  the  woods,  and  -thinking  a  body  of  troops,  moving  on  our  right, 
whose  character  I  could  not,  with  certainty,  determine  on  account  of 
the  approaching  darkness  and  smoke  of  battle,  might  be  our  people 
•moving  on  the  enemy's  flank,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  ''cease  fir- 
ing." We  had  scarcely  ceased  to  fire  before  the  enemy,  either  rein- 
forced or  encouraged  by  the  example  of  some  of  their  men,  who  fired 
upon  us,  as  they  retreated,  rallied  on  a  hill  opposite  us  and  renewed 
the  attack  with  great  vigor.  Suspecting  the  command  to  cease  firing 
•was  either  a  ruse  or  an  error,  I  withdrew  a  short  distance  in  tiie  un- 
derbrush and  reformed  my  line  as  best  I  could,  under  an  extremely 
aevere  fire.  By  the  time  this  was  accomplished,  the  enemy  fa^ 
almost  traversed  the  field  and  reached  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth, 
from  which  we  had  driven  them.  As  they  advanced,  they  poured  a 
deadly  and  incessant  fire  into  my  line.  1  met  them  again,  pushing 
my  line  almost  to  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth,  when,  besides  the 
fire  inrmy  front,  I  was  subjected  to  a  threatening  fire  upon  my  right 
tflank.  In  this  emergency,  without,  so  far  as  I  could  discover,  sup- 
tports,  either  on  my  right  or  left  flanks,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire, 
^hich  I  did.  Moving  by  the  right  flank,  I  carried  the  men  to  the 
»rear  of  oi^r  original  position,  collected  the  scattered,  reformed  the 
iline  and  took  position,  by  order  of  General  Kershaw,  on  the  e(%e  of 
tthe  woods  in  front  of  our  first  position,  where,  after  throwing  out 
'|)icket8,  we  slept  on  our  arms  without  fires  until  morning.  Early  in 
-the  morning,  we  recovered  and  buried  the  dead,  and  also  brought  in 
all  the  wounded. 

A  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.  It  will  be  pdreeired 
that  my  loss  was  heavy,  both  in  officers  and  privates.  Among  Iha 
ttiortaUy  wounded  were  Lieutenant  Ray  and  Captain  0.  HL  lAdfiBtd, 
both  of  whom,  espedally  the  latter,  were  offieera  of  prtMOMt.       i 
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Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  Q.  Garlingtoii,  vho 
fell  while  urging  the  men  to  the  charge.  He  was  an  officer' of  fine 
judgment^  cool  courage,  and  oommendable  energj.  We  deplore  hia 
ijoea  both  as  a  gentlemaii  and  soldier. 

The  conduct  of  the  whole  regiment,  privates  and  officers  alike,  was 
satisfactory,  aud  praiseworthy.  The  heavy  loss  sustained  in  the  fighjb-r- 
6f  about  two  hours  duration — sufficiently  attests  the  gallantry  and 
fortitude  of  the  oommaud^  in  withstandiug  such  a  serere  fire. 

Conspicuous  for  gallantry  waa  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston.  who^ 
though  severely  wounded,  continued  with  the  regiment  throughout 
the  fight.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  Major  W»  D.  Rutherford,  who 
had  been  assigned,  early  in  the  day,  to  the  command  of  a  portion  of 
the  skirmishers,  Vejoined  the  regiment  late  in  the  engagement  and 
bore  himself  (as  did  all  the  officers,  both  line,  staff  and  fields  who 
came  under  my  observation)  worthily  and  houorably. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  I  have  en* 
quired  into  the  origin  of  the  unfortunate  command  ^^  cease  firing ^^^  by 
which  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  was  prevented  from  being  most  com-* 
plete,  and  I  find,  much  to  my  gratification,  that  it  did  not  originata 
in  my  regiment.  I  considered  the  promulgation  of  such  an  unau-i 
thoriaed  command,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  by  an  officer,  conduct  so 
culpable  as  to  call  for  a  court-martial.  Happily,  I  am  relieved,  by  my 
enquiries,  from  the  unpleasant  duty  of  preferring  charges  against  a 
brother  officer. 

I  am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Col(mel  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


LIST  OF  TEE  CASUALTIES  if  the  Third  South  Carolina  Regi^ 
ment  in  the  action  of  the  29th  of  June^  1862. 

Field  and  Staff— Killed :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Benjamin  C.  Garling* 
ton.     Wounded :  3ergeant-Major  Ossian  F.  Simpson. 

Company  A,  Captain  W.  W.  Hance — Killed :  None.  Wounded : 
Corporal  P.  C.  Jones. 

Company  B,  Lieutenant  F.  Conner — Killed:  Private  W.  F, 
Sprewel.  Wounded :  Lieutenant  F.  Conner,  Sergeant  B.  Lawrence^ 
Corporal  L.  M.  Speers,  privates  I.  S.  Sprewel,  James  Pitts,  W.  Pitts, 
G.  P.  Sterling,  A.  J.  Livingston,  W.  Willingham,  P.  J.  Stevens,  W. 
H.  King,  David  Senn,  G.  W.  Thrift,  R.  Workman,  John  Galloway,. 
R.  S.  Satterwhite,  E.  W.  Davenport,  G.  W.  Saddler,  B.  W.  Gibson.. 
Missing:  Private  D.  F  Craddock. 

Company  C,  Captain  R.  C.  Maffett— Killed :  Corporal  J.  M.  Kelly 
and  private  L.  C.  Kinnard.  Wounded :  Captain  R.  C.  MaffeU,  Lieu-^ 
tenant  J.  0.  Williams,  Corporal  G,  F.  Long,  Privates  T.  R.  Wilson,. 
H.  W.  Reagan,  G.  W.  Griffith,  J.  E.  Signem,  J.  Albritton. 

^  Company  D, Lieutenant  J.  T.  Ray — Killed:  Lieutenant  J.  I.  Ray>. 
Corporal  J.  D.  C.  Abemathy,  Privates  Stephen  Nix  and  Samuek 
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McCrarey.  Wounded  :  Sergeant  J.  G.  Allen,  Corporal  M.  M.  Davi^, 
Privates  W.  T.  Todd,  J,  W.  Ferguson,  J.  F.  Graham,  B.B.  Murphy, 
J,  W.  Gentry,  H.  H.  Ray,  G.  M.  Stevens,  Anthony  Shan4s,  A.  R. 
Tindey,  J.  L.  Tinsley,  C.  M.  Williama,  R.  0.  Wilburn,  W.  B.  Taylor. 

Company  E,  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Wright — Killed :  Sergeant  B. 
S.  Buzhardt.  Wounded :  Corporol  II.  B.  Reid,  Privates  W.  C.  Sligh, 
F.  M.  Summer,  D.  B.  Wheeler,  M.  Foot. 

Company  F,  Captain  Homer  L.  M.  Gowan — Killed  :  Corporal  B. 
Hitt,  Privates  W.  D.  Austin,  J,  D.  Garlington,  J.  M..McGee  and  A. 
C.  Watson.  Wounded :  Privates  L.  EL.  Benjamin,  J.  W.  Bryson^ 
W.  R.  Darnall,  E.  S.  Hitt,  R  M.  Nichols,  W.  A.  Vance,  B.  W. 
Wells,  J.  W.  Winn.  Missing  :  Sergeant  J.  C.  Hill  and  Private  H. 
A.  Andrews. 

Company  G,  Captain  R.  P.  Todd — Killed:  Sergeant  D.  D.  Brown, 
lee.  Privates  D.  F.  Stoddard.  R.  J.  Higgins,  L.  L  Edwards,  Waddy 
Thompson.  Wounded :  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Burnsides,  Sergeant  H, 
L.  Farley,  Sergeant  J.  A.  Fairbourn,  Corporal  E.  R.  Thackston,  Pri- 
vates J.  L.  Stoddard,  S.  R.  Thackston,  Allen  Barksdale,  J.  R. 
Dorroh,  J.  C.  Stewart,  J.  F.  Henry,  Joshua  Martin,  J.  F.  HeUams, 
R.  P.  Gamble,  J,  P.  Templeton,  J.  C.  Owings. 

Company  H,  Captain  John  C.  Summer — Killed :  Private  L.  P. 
Russell.  Wounded:  Lieutenant  D«  A.  Drickert,  Privates  M.  Adams, 
W.  F.  Green,  J.  T.  Hattawanger,  J.  M.  Stuck,  J.  A.  Smith,  J.  C. 
Nunnamaker. 

Company  I,  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston — Killed:  Private  J.  B, 
F.  Hollings worth.  Wounded  :  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston,  Sergeant 
E.  Williams,  (since  died,)  Corporal  J.  G.  A.  Holland,  (since  died,) 
Privates  M.  Blakely,  J.  E.  Bell,  E.  M,  Compton,  G.  McDunnon,  C. 
C.  Ferguson,  William  Holland,  J.  T.  Langston,  M.  M.  McQuown, 
William  Ray,  Sergeant  W.  B.  Byrd. 

Company  K,  Captain  S.  M.  Lanford — Killed:  Corporal  W.  A; 
Smith,  Private  J.  L.  Gentry.  Wounded  :  Captain  S.  M.  Lanford,  "^ 
(since  died,)  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Young,  Corporal  C.  P.  Verner,  Pri- 
vates J.  P.  Havener,  Levi  Hill,  G.  T.  Hyatt,  W.  J.  Mayes,  J.  S, 
Rountree,  R.  A.  Shands,  E.  E.  Smith,  James  Story,' A.  C.  Stripling, 
W.  T.  Wofford. 

Number  of  officers  carried  into  action,  37;  enlisted  men,  431; 
total,  468.  Number  of  killed,  23;  wounded,  110;  missing,  3; 
4otal,  136.  I  * 

-The  death  of  Captain  Lanford  increases  the  killed  to  24. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NANCE  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE 

1st  OF  JULY,  1862. 

Headq'rs  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment, 
Oamp  Jackson^  July  13,  1862. 
Caiptain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir:  On  Tnesdaj,  the  let  instant,  early  in  the  afternoon,  accord- 
ing to  orders  from  Brigadier  General  Kershav^,  I  formed  my  regiment 
tnd  took  position  -in  the  brigade,  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  Long  Bridge 
road,  where  we  remained  abont  an  hour  or  two,  when  we  were  moved 
forward  by  the  left  flank  and  formed  a  new  line  of  battle  to  the  left 
of  a  deserted  dwelling  situated  in  an  open  field  fronting  the  road  just 
mentioned,  my  left  r^^sting  on  the  fence  running  along  a  thicket  of 
small  pines  to  the  east  of  the  house.     We  were  subjected  .to  an  an- 
noying artillery  fire  in  this  position  for  some  time,  but,  fortunately; 
without  dapage,  before  an  order  for  an   advance   was  given.     At 
length  it  came,  and  my  regiment,  with  the  others  of  the  bri^de  un- 
der General  Kershaw,  moved  forward,  in  line  of  battle,  through  the 
woods  to  our  left  and  under  a  very  severe  fire  of  grape,  shell  and 
musketry,  toward  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  strongly  supported  by  in- 
fantry, snd  favorably  posted  on  an  elevated  and  commanding  plateau, 
immediately  beyond^  the  Quaker  and  Willis  church  road.     Although 
the  fire  under  which  we  passed  was  exceedingly  severe,  my  command 
moved  into  position  in  the  Quaker  road  with  a  steadiness   and  order 
which  would  have  been  worthy  of  older  troops.     Here  we  were  halted 
and  directed  to  lie  down,  for  protection,  behind  the  fence  and  hedge 
vow  on  the  side  of  the  road  and  in  rear  of  a  line  of  troops  T,ho  had 
preceded  us,  and  who  were  likewise  seeking  shelter  from  the  terrific 
artillery  and. musketry  fire  of  the  enemy.     While  in  this  position,  a 
North  Carolina  regiment  came  up,  and  part  of  it  lapping  over  the 
left  of  my  regimenc.     Shortly  after  its  arrival,  one  of  its   officers 
rose,  and  in  a  loud  voice,  proposed  the  hazardous  and  rash  experiment 
of  a  charge,   to  which  proposition  I  gave  no  heed,  if,  for  no  other 
reason,  because  my  superior  and  immediate  commander  was  on  the 
ground.     Not  long  afterwards  this  regiment    retired.     About  the 
same  time,  a  fire  was  opened  upon  our  right  rear,  by  our  friends, 
which  produced  some  confusion  in  the  ranks.     At  this  juncture.  Ma- 
jor Rutherford  proposed  to  go  to  the  rear  and  inform  the  officer  in 
eommand  of  our  position.     I  approved  the  proposition,  and  suggested 
that  he  take  with   him  a  stand  of  colors,  that  he  might  the  more 
promptly  and  safely  cheek  the  fire,  which  he  did.  *  The  fire  still  con^ 
tinned,  and  at  this  moment,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  tHe  regiment  on 
my  left,  (the  second  South  Carolina,)  retired.     Msjor  Rutherford  did 
not  returh,  and  feeling  some  apprehension  for  the  safe  delivery  of 
my  message,  I  called  for  a  volunteer  to  bear  the  same  message  to  the 
<)fficer  commanding  the  troops  who  were  firing  into  our  rear,  that 
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had'  been  entrmted  to  Major  Rutherford.  Corporal  T.  Whitner 
Blakelj,  company  I,  promptly  responded,  and  taking  the  same  router* 
80OII  came  up  with  Major  Rutherford,  by  whom  he  was  directed  to 
bear  the  message,  givioTg  notice  of  our  position.  This  her  gallantly 
did.  He  reported  afterwards  that  the  regiment  was  the  twenty-sixth 
Georgia,  whose  commanding  officer  promptly  changed  the  direction 
of  his  fire  when  he  received  my  message.  By  this  time,  (my  leffc 
liaving  been  exposed  by  the  retirement  of  the  second  South  Carolina 
regiment,)  the  enemy  was  pressing  on  the  left  towards  the  road,  and, 
when  I  discovered  that  they  were  coming  into  the  road  on  this  flank, 
that  part  of  our  line  on  the  extreme  right  was  retiring,  and  being 
t^us  situated,  without  hearing  any  orders,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  re- 
tire, myself.  I  was  pleased  to  learn,  afterwards,  from  General  Ker* 
ahaw,  Uiat  he  had  given  the  same  command  just  about  the  same  time, 
and  was  gratified  thus  to  have  my  judgment  sustained  by  his.  We 
retired  under  as  severe  a  fire  as  that  under  which  we  advanced,  bat 
not  in  such  good  order,  not  seeing  any  thing  like  a  briga<][e  organ- 
ization. I  carried  as  many  of  my  men  as  I  could  keep  together 
while  passing  through  the  thicket  and  the  ravines,  halting  and  re- 
forming my  lino  at  different  points,  as  I  retired,  to  the  point  where 
our  sedtnd  line  of  battle  was  formed  early  in  the  afternoon.  Here  I 
deployed  the  remnant  of  my  command  as  skirmishers,  for  the  purpose 
of  stopping  the  scattered  of  the  brigade,  expressly  those  of  my  leg- 
iment,  and  intending  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  as  best  I  could^ 
should.he  advance  at  this  point.  After  making  these  dispositions,  I 
despatched  my  adjutant,  Captain  T.  J.  Pope,  to  the  rear,  to  report  to 
any  general  officer  he  might  find,  in  case  he  did  not  meet  with  either 
General  Kershaw  or  General  Mo  Laws,  the  condition  of  things  in 
front,  and  the  position  I  had  taken,  and  to  request  orders.  He  r^ 
ported  to  General  Pender,  who  ordered  me  to  hold  my  position. 
Shortly  afterwards.  General  Kershaw  came  back  to  the  same  point 
with  a  portion  of  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment.  By  his  or- 
«der|  I  still  held  my  position,  collecting  and  giving  directions  to  many 
scattered  soldiers,  and,  later,  with  other  portions  of  the  brigade,  I 
marched  out,  under  the  GeneraVs  command,  to  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
where  I  found  many  of  my  command,  who  had  entered  the  road  above 
ns,  collected  and  under  the  command  of  Major  Rutherford.  Arriv- 
ing at  this  point,  by  order,  we  bivouacked  for  the  night,  on  the  fur- 
ther side  of  the  road. 

A  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.  They  are  alight,  con- 
sidering the  severe  fire  which  incessantly  prevailed  during  oar 
operations. 

The  spirit  of  the  men  was  all  that  could  have  been  desired,  and 
bad  opportunity  offered,  they  would  have  achieved  honor  for  them- 
selves and  rendered  efficient  service  to  their  country. 

I  desire  to  direct  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  H.  0. 
Johnston,  of  the  third  Alabama  regiment,  who  reported  to  me  while 
we  were  advancing  to  the  Quaker  road;  he  was  separated  from 
his  regiment,  and  requested  to  serve  with  me  through  the  fight.  I 
gladly  consented,  and  do  now  lake  pleMure  in  testifying  to  his  gal- 
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hntrj  ud  elleimey  in  the  field.  He  remained  >ritli  me  tbtougkoat 
the  fight  The  galUmt  conduct  of  Corporal  Blakely,  already  men^ 
tieiied,  ia  deeerving  of  special  praise  and  consideration. 

I  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  explain  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
men  earned  into  action  on  Tuesday,  from  the  number  had'on  Sunday, 
by  mentioning  the  fact  that,  besides  the  fatigue  of  Sunday's  opera- 
tions, we  had  a  Tcry  exhausting  march  on  Monday,  which  broke  down 
mtay  of  my  eommand,  and  reduced  the  number  of  effective  men  very 
considerably,  as  the  accompanying  report  will  show. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMKS  D.  NANCE, 
Cobmel  Sd  South  Oardina  regimeni: 
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REPORT  OP   COLONEL   NANCE   OP  CAPTURE   OF  ARMS 

AT  SHIRLEY. 

HfiADqtARTERS    ThIRD  SoUTH  CaROLIKA  BEGIMENTy  ) 

Camp  Jackson,  July  12,  1862,       J 

Captain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  On  Thursday,  the  3d  instant,  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  was 
direoted  by  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  to  move  with  my  regiment, 
two  companies  from  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  two 
from  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  by  way  of  the  camp  of 
Colonel  Cobb,  from  whom  I  would  get  definite  information  as  to  the 
locality  of  certain  arms  left  by  the  enemy  at  Shirley,  and  supposed  to 
be  under  guard,  and  where  I  would  meet  a  detail  of  one  hundred  men 
from  Qeneral  Hill's  division,  who  would  co-operate  with  me  in  driving 
off  the  enemy  and  capturing  the  arms,  which  I  was  ordered  to  do.  I 
assembled  my  command  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  began  the  march, 
from  my  camp  near  Malvern  Hill,  to  Shirley,  about  an  hour  before 
sundown.  After  marching  about  six  miles,  I  arrived  at  Colonel 
Cobb's  camp,  and  procured  the  information  desired,  and  a  guide,  and 
then  resumed  the  march,  taking  with  me  the  detail  of  one  hundred 
men  from  General  Hill's  division,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Tayloe.  I  reached  the  cavalry  outposts  of  Colonel  Cobb, 
under  commai^d  of  Captain  King,  about  half-past  one,  P.  M.,  where » 
on  account  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  scattered  condition 
of  the  arms,  I  concluded  to  bivouac  for  the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning,  I  called  up  my  command,  and,  after  request- 
ing Captain  King  (who  promptly  complied)  to  send  cavalry  scouts  in 
advance,  I  took  up  the  march  for  the  field  in  which  the  arms  were 
scattered.  Neither  a  land  force  nor  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  were 
to  be  seen.  So,  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  King,  of  Cobb's  legion, 
and  of  Major  White,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  who 
was  ordered  to  accompany  me  on  the  expedition,  and  of  the  officers  of 
my  command,  we  went  earnestly  to  work,  and  soon  picked  up  all  the 
arms  on  the  field,  and  conveyed  them  about  a  mile  to  the  rear,  where 
they  were  turned  ever  to  Captain  Tayloe,  who  had  wagons  from 
General  Hill's  division  in  waiting,  to  convey  them  to  the  ordnance 
department.  I  then  allowj^d  the  men  time  to  breakfast,  and  returned 
to  camp,  repoi^ting,  immediately  on  my  arrival,  my  return  to  Brigft* 
dier  General  Kershaw.  ^ 

The  number  of  arms  gathered  was  about  nine  hundred  and  twentj- 
five,  (925.)  Several  arms  were  brought  to  the  wagons  after  I  received 
reports  from  commanders  of  companies  is  ti)ie  reason  I  cannot  sp^ify 
the  exact  number.  The  arms  were  good,  of  modem  patterns,  and  in 
fine  condition,  considering  the  exposure. 

I  take  ocoasion  to  express  my  obligation  to  Colonel  Cobb  for  for- 
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lisbiog  m«  with  yaluable  information  and  a  guide.     Also  to  Captain 
^ing,  of  the  same  eorps,  for  his  assistance  to  me  in  gathering  the 
arms. 
The  distance  marched  was  about  ten  miles  each  way. 
I  sm,  very  respectfully,  your  obediedt  servant. 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
QJond^  commanding  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 
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REPORT   OF   COLONEL  AIKEN   OP   OPERATIONS   FROM 
JUNE  S5th  TO  JUNE  29, 1868. 

Headc^uartsrs  Srvsmth  South  Carolina  Regimbht,  > 

July  13,  ]8§S.      ) 

General:  In  obedience  to  a  circular  receired  this  A.  M.,  I  be^ 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report  :> 

On  Wednesday,  25th  ultimo,  the  eeyenth  South  Carolina  reguneut 
lay  in  bivouc  at  Camp  Reserve,  four  piles  east  of  Richmond.  At 
sunset  of  that  day  I  received  orders  to  go  on  picket  the  next  morning 
at  seven  o'clock.  During  Thursday,  and  until  Friday,  ten,  A.  M.,  1 
acted  as  the  picket  reserve  of  a  Louisiana  regiment,  when  I  was  re- 
lieved by  Colonel  Nance  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment. 
Returning  from  picket,  when  about  half  way  to  camp,  I  was  halted, 
and  ordered  to  report  again  to  Colonel  Nance,  and,  with  him,  to  ''  feel 
the  enemy"  in  front  of  our  pickets.  When  prepared  in  line  of  battle, 
with  skirmishers  thrown  out,  to  make  the  advance,  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  withdraw,  and  for  the  seventh  regiment  to  report  as  a  sup- 
Jort  to  Colonel  Barksdale,  but  form  on  his  right,  and  advance  with 
im  against  the  enemy.  I  formed  as  ordered ;  and,  for  some  reas<m, 
was  not  notified  by  Colonel  Barksdale  that  an  advance  was  about 
being  made,  until  four  and  a  half  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Skirmiahers 
were  being  thrown  forward,  and  the  advance  about  being  made,  when 
Colonel  Hennegan  appeared  on  the  field,  and  ordered  me  to  join  him 
at  the  point  I  had  left  Colonel  Nance  in  the  forenoon.  I  did  so  with 
despatch ;,  and  from  that  point  attacked  and  drove  in  the  enemy*! 
picket's,  advancing  only  so  far  as  enabled  our  skirmishers  to  see  the 
breastworks  of  the  enemy,  our  orders  being  to  prevent  a  general  en« 
gagement,  but  simply  to  learn  the  enemy's  strength,  if  possible. 
While  halted  in  this  position,  we  were  sobjected  to  constant  shelling 
from  the  enemy's  fortifications,  resulting  in  a  loss  to  the  seventh  regi- 
ment of  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded.  At  dusk  we  withdrew  to 
the  rear  of  the  picket  reserve,  just  in  front  of  the  fortifications  occm* 

Sied  by  Semmos'  brigade,  where  we  remained  until  half- past  nine,  P. 
[.,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  Camp  Reserve.     From  that  time 
until  Sunday  morning,  the  seventh   regiment  remained  in  bivouac, 
^when  we  were  again  ordered  forward — mention  of  which  was  made  io 
my  former  report. 

Respectfully  snbmittedy 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 
Oolonelf  commanding  Seventh  South  Carolina  BegimerU. 
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REPORT   OP  COLONEL  AIKEN  OF  BATTLES   OP  JUNE 

89™,  1862. 

Head'qbs  Seventh  South  Carolina  BEGnnsNTy  > 

Jyly  10,  1868.     5 

General  :  I  beg  leave  to  Bubmit  the  follewing  report  of  the  aetioa 
>f  tbe  seventh  Sottth  Caroliim  regia^nt,  in  the  engagement  of  the 
e9th  ultimo  : 

At  eleven^  P.  M,  Satarday,  S8th,  I  received  orders  to  prepare  to 
narcb  at  early  dawn  on  Sanday.  Such  preparation  was  made;  but 
we  did  not  move  nntil  nine,  A.  M.,  when  I  joined,  with  mj  command[y 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  Itt  a  point  knpwn  as  onr  picket  reserve. 
Prom  this  we  advanced  npon  the  enemy's  breastworks,  and  found  them 
sracnated.  Hence  we  marched  by. a  flank,  down  the  Nine-mile  road 
:o  the  railroad,  where  we  were  dra^n  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left 
>f  the  railroad.  Advancing  but  a  short  distance,  we  moved  by  the 
-ight  flank,  and  crossed  the  railroad.  For  about  half  a  mile  or  perhaps 
esB,  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  ordered  to  retire.  An- 
)ther  flank  movement  \ra8  resorted  to,  and  again  line  of  battle  formed, 
nrhcn  we  advanced  until  the  skirmishers  announced  the  enemy  in  line  of 
)attle.  The  line  of  the  enemy  being  dispersed  by  a  battery  of  artil« 
ery,  we  were  again  ordered  forward,  and  about  half-past  four  or  five, 
P.  M.,  were  halted  in  a  valley  in  the  woods  beyond  Savage's  farm.  In 
ny  rear  a  battery  was  again  drawn  up,  and  firing  directly  over  the* 
-ight  of  my  regiment,  subjected  us  to  a  very  severe  cannonading  from 
vhich  there  was  no  escape.  This  duel  resulted  in  my  losing  one  maa 
:illed  and  having  two  slightly  wounded. 

At  about  half- past  five,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered,  by  some  one  I  did 
lot  see,  to  move  my  regiment  forward,  after  a  couple  of  volleys  of 
nnsketry  had  been  heard  on  my  left.  I  moved  forward,  and  immedi- 
ately npon  emerging  from  the  oak  grove  and  entering  the  pine  thicket, 
[  encountered  the  enemy.  Cautioning  the  men  to  reserve  their  fires, 
'.  ordered  a  charge.  The  charge  was  made,  some  few  firing,  and  the 
■nemy  gave  back  ;  another  forward  was  given,  and  onward  we  went, 
iring  generally  as  we  advanced.  I  next  ordered,  *'Load  advancing  and 
ire  at  will."  This  command,  heard  by  a  few,  was  instinctively  obeyed 
»y  all.  After  the  enemy  had  been  pressed  buck  about  one  hundred 
,nd  fifty  yards,  a  heavy  firing  began  on  my  right,  and  considerably  in 
he  rear.  Fearing  this  might  be  from  our  friends,  I  sent  the  sergeant  » 
aajor  to  enquire  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  how  the  right  was  progresa- 
ngy  for  it  was  impossible  in  the  thicket  to  sco  half  the  length  of  the 
egiment.  He  returned  almost  immediately  with  the  word  that  the 
ieutenant  colonel  was  taken  from  the  field  T\^ounded,  two  companies 
}ik  my  right  were  cut  off,  and  the  enemy  were  in  our  rear.  I  forth- 
with issued  the  order  to  retire  in  line,  which  was  heard  by  but  two 
companies,  I  withdrew  these  to  an  old  cross  road,  and  in  a  few  min- 
ttes  collected  the  others.  Cautioning  this  portion  (rf  th^  regiment  to 
ie  down  and  be  on  the  watch,  1  started  to  look  for  th^  ^il^b'^S^^  ^(XUL'* 
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ptnies,  wfaioh  toon  reported  and  were  attached  to  the  regimeiLt.  I 
then  formed  line  of  battle;  but  the  firing  on  my  left  baring  ceased^  I 
faced  bj  the  rear  rank,  and  retired  about  fiflj  yards  into  the  oakgroTe, 
halting  and  fronting  again.  No  enemy  advancing,  I  faced  about  again 
and  marched  out  of  the  woods,  where  I  found  the  two  regiments,  and 
formed  upon  them.  The  battle  over,  we  were  permitted  to  lie  in  line 
of  battle  in  the  valley  were  we  first  started,  and  there  we  reniained 
until  Monday,  seven,  A.  M. 

The  casualties  of  my  command  were  two  sergeants,  two  corponli, 
and  nine  privates  killed ;  lieutenant  colonel,  four  lieutena&ts,  nine 
sergeants,  eight  corporals  and  forty-six  privates  wounded.  Two  of  tie 
number  of  wounded  privates  have  since  died.  Total  kilUd^  thirteae; 
wounded,  sixty-eight. 

Respectfully  submited. 

D.  WYATT  AIKBK, 
Oohnd  Seventh  South  CkroUna 
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BBPORT  OP  COLONEL  AIKEN  OP  BATTLE  OP  JULY  lar, 

18«2. 

Headquabters  Seventh  Regiment  8.  C.  V,.,  July  10,  1868. 

General:  I  beg  leave  to  Bubmit  tbe  following  report  of  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  in  thi  battle  of  the 
let  instant : 

After  a  fatiguing  inarch  on  Monday,  SOth  ultimo,  the  regiment^ 
with  the  brigsde,  was  halted  on  the  New  Market  road  (?)  at  nine,  P. 
M.,  and  aroused  again  at  midnight,  and  marched  to  the  edge  of  "the 
battle-field  of  the  SOth.  Here  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  an 
hour  of  sun,*when  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  for  a  mile  or  two^ 
nntil  we  met  General  Jackson's  army,  when  we  were  returned  to  the 
New  Market  road,  resting  here  in  line  in  the  sunshine  and  occasioi^al 
shade,  until  orders  came  to  approach*  the  field  where  the  contest  was 
soon  to  rage.  We  were  marched  to  an  old  field  on  the  Pazier  estate 
(!)  and  halted  there  in  line  of  battle,  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  which  threatened  us  fearfully.  After  an  hour's  halt,  orders 
came  to  **  go  into  the  fi^t."  We  moved  by  a  flank  movement  until 
covered  by  the  woods,-  and  then  marched  in  line  of  battle  through  an 
open  field  and  thick  undergrowth,  to  within  close  musket  range  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  march  we  passed  through  or  over  two  lines  of  troops, 
lying  in  the  woods,  and  encountered  a  third  where  we  halted.  Not  be« 
ing  told  whether  our  troops  (a  fourth  line)  were  engaging  the  €nemy„ 
we  had  but  to  halt,  and  lie  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy, 
which  was  rendered  more  fearful  by  a  fire  opened  upon  us  by  our 
friends  from  the  rear.  At  this  juncture  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw ; 
each  man  and  officer  running  the  gauntlet  for  himself  This  was  done 
with  such  confusion,  that  it  was  impossibla  to  rally  the  regiment,  es- 
^  pecially  as  everything  was  shrouded  in  darkness.  After  two  hours' 
I  work,  however,  about  one-half  the  regiment  was  collected,  and  bivou- 
acked for  the  night. 

In  advancing  through  this  wood,  subject  the  fntire  route  to  a  se- 
vere fire,  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  lost,  in  killed,  two  8er« 
geants,  one  corporal  and  three  privates;  wounded,  one  lieutenant, 
three  sergeants,  three  corporals  and  sixteen  privates.  Total  wounded 
twenty-three ;  total  killed  six. 

In  the  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  S9th  ultimo,  I  have  said 
nothing  of  the  lAhavior  of  my  command,  nor  can  1  say  more  thaa 
that  they  behaved  to  my  perfect  satisfaction.  Officers  and  men  were 
cool,  determined  and  obedient.  My  captains,  especially  elicited  my 
admiration  for  the  calmness  with  which  they  urged  their  men  on  to 
•  the  contest.  I  cannot,  however,  be  accused  of  infringing  upon  the 
justice  allowed  every  one  by  especially  mentioning  Adjutant  Childa 
and  Sergeant-major  Stallworth,  as  having  aided  me  materially  and 
promptly  in  the  fight  of  Sunday,  S9th  ultimo. 

Of  the  oonduot  of  Ae  entire  regiment  on  Tuesday,  1st  instaat,  I 


660 

Mod  BOt  speak^  as  yon,  yourself^  General,  ean  bear  toattaofty  to  tki 

ragalar  and  unflinching  tramp  vith  which  they  marched  up  to  tki 

point  whcQoe  they  were  ordered  to  retire.  i 

Bespectfully  anbmitted,  «  | 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 

Colonel  conmomJ&ngltk  S.  C.  Rtgknent.    i 
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REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GAILLARD. 

H£M)QUARTKR8   SeCOND   RegIMENT    S.    GaROLINA   VOLUNTEERS,  ( 

Camp  McLaws,  July  12,  1862.      ( 

To  Cfrptain  C.  B.  Holme8» 

Assistant  Adjutcmt  General: 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headqaarters,  re- 
quiring a  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  second  regiment  in  the  battles 
of  the  29th  of  June,  at  Savage  Station,  and  the  Ist  of  July,  at  MaK 
Tern  Hill,  I  submit  the  following : 

Being  in  command  of  the  SKirmishers  of  the  brigade,  I  was  not 
with  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Sunday,  the  29th.  I  am  not,* 
therefore,  prepared  to  furnish  a  minute  account  of  it  in  that  affair. 
From  accounts  furnished  me  by  captains  of  companies,  I  learn  that 
the  second,  in  conjunction  with  tli^  other  regiments  of  the  brigade, 
charged  impetuously  through  tHe  woods  that  separated  the  opposing 
forces,  broke  and  put  to  flight  a  line  of  the  enemy  formed  just  on 
the  edge  of  the  field,  beyond  the  woods.  This  body  of  the  enemy 
was  armed  with  most  superior  weapons,,  which  were  scattered  along 
upon  the  ground  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  their  iines,  and  in 
numbers  greatly  exceeding  their  dead  left  upon  the  field,  showing 
plainly  that  it  was  routed.  At  this  moment  of  victory  an  order  was 
given,  no  one  knows  whence  it  originated  and  extended  down  tbe 
line  of  the  brigade,  to  cease  firing  and  to  fall  back.  The  regiment 
fell  back  in  accordance  with  this  order ;  was  rallied  and  reformed, 
and  was  ready  for  another  charge  had  the  order  been  given.  Night, 
however,  came  over  the  scene,  and  the  contest  ceased  all  along  the 
line. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  eight  men  were  carried  into  this  action. 
Sight  were  left  dead  upon  the  battle-field  and  £fty-three  were 
wounded.  Of  the  latter,  the  regiment  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  Cap- 
tain Bartlett,  one  of  the  most  gallant  a)id  conscientious  officers, 
belonging  to  it.  He  was  borne  mortally  wounded  from  the  field,  and 
I  regret  to  report  has  since  died.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ooodwyn  was 
ftlso  severely  wounded  in  the  foot  while  gallantly  discharging  his  du- 
ties. Second  Lieutenant  Perry,  of  company  H,  was  also  very  se- 
rerely  wounded. 

The  regiment  slept  that  night  on  the  battle-field  in  a  heavy  rain, 
and  80  near  the  enemy*s  line  that  fires  could  not  prudently  be  aJIowed. 

Next  morning  we  marched  from  Savage  Station  ton^jda  Richmond, 
and  then  down  towards-  the  scene  of  Monday's  ba^P,  with  a  few 
hours  rest  along  our  line  of  march  we  were  kept  moving  until  the 
dawn  of  Tuesday  morning,  when  we  reached  Frasier's  Farm.  The 
consequence  of  this  fatigue  was  the  exhaustion  of  mny  men  of  the 
regiment  Colonel  Kennedy,  who  had  been  suffering  for  days  from 
a  slowly  but  steadily  developing  fever  was  obliged  to  yield  and  devolve 
the  command  upon  me. 
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In  the  afternoon  the  regiment,  by  order,  was  moved  to  the  left  of 
the  dwelling-house  in  rear  of  the  battle-field.  At  this  point  we  rO" 
mained  exposed  to  the  desultory  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  One 
member  of  company  O  was  killed  instantaneously  at  this  point. 
About  six  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  advance  my  command  in  line 
with  the  brigade.  Our  advance  carried  us  for  half  a  mile  over  an 
exceedingly  rough  and  thickly  wooded  piece  of  ground.  This  was 
being  vigorously  shelled  by  the  enemy ;  inflicting,  however,  bat  few 
casualties  upon  the  command. 

As  soon  as  we  rose  the  brow  of  the  hill»  where  the  brigade 
was  temporarily  halted  to  rectify  the  alignment,  grape,  canister 
and  musket  balls  began  to  greet  us,  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  en« 
blading  us  from  the  right.  At  the  command,  *<  Forward,"  oar  line 
advanced  with  as  much  firmness  and  steadiness  as  it  was  possible  for 
troops  to  maintain.  Across  the  ravine,  it  progressed  until  the  brow 
of  the  next  hill  was  attaiaed.  Here  I  halted  in  obedience  to  orders. 
Upon  observation,  I  discovered,  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
my  left,  a  formidable  line  of  the  en^my,  and,  about  two  hundred  yards' 
in  front  of  my  right,  another  line,  forming  an  obtuse  re-entering 
angle.  Upon  these  lines  I  ordered  my  command  to  fire.  The  re- 
sponse from  the  enemy  was  very  heavy.  The  men,  both  officers  and 
privates,  adhered  to  their  position  manfully,  and  without  an  excep- 
tion that  I  could  see,  until  the  seventh  brigade,  under  the  fire*  which 
opened  upon  us  from  the  rear,  as  well  as  ftont,  had  fallen  back  in 
obedience  to  orders.  This  order  my  command,  being  on  the  extreme 
left,  was  the  last  to  execute.  At  this  point  we  temporarily  halted 
when  going  into  action.  I  rallied  around  the  colors  a  large  portion 
of  the  regiment  and  kept  them  upon  the  field,  under  orders  from 
General  Kershaw,  until  the  battle  ceased. 

I  carried  into  action  two  hundred  and  eight  men.  Of  these,  eight 
were  killed  instantly  upon  the  field,  and  thirty  three  were  wounded, 
several  mortally.  Of  the  wounded  were  first  Lieutenant  Perry,  com- 
manding company  H,  and  first  Lieutenant  Brownfield,  commanding 
companv  1,  the  former  severely  in  the  neck,  the  latter  seriously  in 
the  head.  Lieutenant  Brownfield  was  carried  from  the  field  the  day 
after  the  battle  by  an  ambulance  from  some  other  brigade.  This 
much  of  him  is  certainly  known.  Since  then,  I  regret  to  say,  "his 
fate  is  a  mystery.  The  ambulance  of  the  regiment  was  pressed  into 
service  by  unauthorized  parties,  so  that  it  was  unable  to  give  relief 
to  but  few  of  the  wounded  of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  Lorick,  of 
company  G,  was  also  injured.  We  lost  many  others — non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates— ^who  did  all  that  pure  patriotism  could 
demand  of  theo^ 

W  ^        Toura,  respectfully, 
^  P.  GAILLARD, 

Mfwr  commanding  Second  BegUmaU,  &  G.  Vidunt^M, 
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KEPORT  OF  COLONEL  HENAGAN. 

Headquarters  Eighth  S.  Carolina  Regiment,  > 

July  14,  1862.      J 

General:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  herewith  transmit  to  joa  the 
^operations  of  my  command,  from  25th  of  June  to  3nd  July  inclusive : 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  I  relieved  Colonel  Kenedy,  on 
\  outpost,  having   orders  to  support  the  pickets  of  General  Semmes' 
briga<je.     All  was  quiet  in  the  forenoon,  except  occasional  firing  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  in  our  front  and  on  our  left,  which  resulted  in 
no  damage.     Late  in  the  afternoon,  heavy  firing  commenced  upon  our 
right,  which  drew  from  the  enemy  a  terrific  cannonading,  which  lasted' 
more  than  one  hour,  many  of  their  shells  exploding  near  my  regi- 
ment, but  without  injury  to  any  one.     I  deployed  my  regiment  as  - 
soon  as  the  firing  commenced,  Expecting  an  attack  and  supporting  the^ 
line  of  pickets  until  dark,  when  the  firing  ceased  and  I  withdrew  a  • 
8h6rt  distance,  and  rested  for  the  night. 

I  was  relieved  at  eight  o'clock,  on  the  26th,  by'  Colonel  Aiken's 
seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  returned  to  camp,  where  we 
remained  until  the  mprning  of  the  27th.  I  received  orders,  at  twelve 
0* clock,  to  proceed  to  the  outpost  with  my  regiment.     Having  arrived 
there,  I  received  orders  to  return  to  camp,  which  I  did  by  the  nearest 
route.     The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  pouring  a  continuous  fire  upon 
my  line,  many  of  their  shells  exploding  near  my  command.     About 
four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  I  received  orders  to» 
march   again  to  the  outposts,  and  with  my  regiment  and  Colonel 
Aiken's  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  to  feel  the  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  the  pickets  of  General  Semmes'  brigade.  I  deployed' 
two  companies  from  the  seventh  and  two  from  the  eighth  South  Garo-- 
lina  regiments  as  skirmishers,  under  the  comilland  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bland,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina. 

The  seventh  regiment  having  been  formed  on  the  left  of  the  eighth^. 
t  ordered  an  advance  of  the  whcle  line.     We  had  proceeded  but  a 
short  distance,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  opened  upon  our  skirmishers^, 
which  was  promptly  returned,  ray  whole  line  continuing  to  advance 
steadily.     As  soon  as  the  firing  between  the  pickets  and  skirmishers 
commenced  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  several  pieces  of  cannon,  into* 
the  woods  through  which  I  was  advancing,  and  threw  immense  quan* 
titles  of  grape,  canister  and  shell  along  the  whole  line.     I  advanced- 
to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  enemy's  en* 
trenchments,  where  I  halted  the  whole  command.     The  fire  of  Ih^^ 
enemy,  as  we  approached  the  abattis,  becoming  very  severe,  I  ordered^ 
the  men  to  lie  down,  and  remained  ^  that  position  antil  I  becam«« 
tatifified  that  further  advance  was  impracticable.    I  then'  ordered'  tht? 
whole  command  to  retire,  which  was  executed  in  good  order.     Thd« 
^^A  regiment  Buffered  no  loss  in  this  reoonnoissaace. 
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For  casaalties  in  the  Beventh,  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  D.  Wyatt 
Aiken's  report  of  — ^ —  June. 

I  then  returned  to  camp^  reaching  it  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  Mj 
command  remained  quietly  in  camp  during  the  28th»  and  receiyed 
orders  late  at  night  to  be  ready  to  follow  the  enemy  on  the  following 
morning,  it  being  supposed  that  they  were  evacuating  their  works  in 
front  of  us.  I  also  received  orders,  before  that  time,  to  relieve  Colo- 
•nel  Kennedy  at  eight  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  On  rench- 
ing  the  reserve  of  Colonel  Kennedy,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  sent 
out  four* companies  of  his  regiment  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  who 
reported  that  they  had  evacuated  their  works.  I  then  received  orders 
to  support  the  four  companies  of  Colonel  Kennedy's  regiment,  and 
upon  reaching  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  I  halted  my  command  nntii 
>the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  arrived.  The  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade  having  arrived  at  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  more 
forward  by  the  right  flank.  We  proceeded  as  far  as  the  railroad,  at 
Fair  Oak  Station,  when  we  formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  (my 
centre  resting  on.  the  17ine-mile  road  )  for  nearly  one  mile,  when  the 
•kirmiehers  engaged  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  a  brisk  fire 
-ensued,  the  enemy  in  the  meantime,  bringing  several  pieces  of  artil- 
lery to  play  upon  our  lines.  We  were  here  ordered  to  retire  to  a  posi- 
tion near  Fair  Oak  Station,  and  remained  there  until  the  brigades 
upon  our  right  and  left  came  up  and  formed,  when  ine  advanced  again', 
^passing  through  the  deserted  camps  of  the  enemy. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  advance  until  about  half 
past  four  o'clock,  when  our  skirmishers  again  engaged  the  rear  guard 
•of  the  enemy,  who  disputed  our  advance.  The  skirmishers  of  my 
regiment,  under  command  of  Captain  J.  H.  Muldrow,  pressed  upon 
the  enemy  until  they  finally  withdrew.  My  loss  in  this  skirmish  was 
one  wounded,  private  Carter  of  company  A..  My  regiment  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  field,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  Kemper's  bat- 
tery coming  up^  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  and  was  continusd 
briskly  for  several  minutes,  I  again  received  the  order  to  advance, 
passing  through  an  open  field,  and  over  another  line  of  the  enemy^s 
entrenchments,  the  enemy  retreating  before  us.  My  command  was 
halted  about  six  o'clock,  in  an  open  field  near  the  woods,  and  re« 
mained  there  but  a  short  time,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the 
right  flank,  in  order  to  inake  room  for  Kemper's  battery,  which,  for  a 
short  tifa):e,  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  our  front, 
they  (the  enemy)  returning  it  with  spirit.  Captain  Kemper  ha^ng 
changed  positiori  to  the  right  and  in  my  rear,  I  again  moved  by  the 
right  flank,  in  order  to  protect  my  command  as  much  as  possible  from 
^e  shells  of  the  enemy,  who  were  at  this  time  throwing  quantities  of 
«hell  at  our  battery.  I  held  this  position  until  I  received  orders  to 
advance.  lA  the  meantime  the  tenth  Georgia  regiment  passed  over 
>my  line,  and  into  the  wpods  in^front  of  me.  I  moved  by  the^  left 
fiank  a  short  slistance,  in  order^o  uncover  the  regiment  that  had 
passed  my  line,  and  in  order  to  place  my  regiment  nearer  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  who  were  at  this  time  engaged.  I  advanced 
but  a  short  distance^  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  my  line,  which 
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I  returned,  and,  at  th^same  time,  two  regiments  in  my  rear  opened 
6re  npon  mj  regiment.  I  then  ordei;ed  my  command  to  halt  and  lie 
down,  in  order  to  protect  them  .from  the  fire  of  our  friends. 

After  great  exertions  by  ^ajor  McLeod  and  Captain  B.  Holmes, 
of  your  staff,  who  were  exposed  to  a  terrific  fire  from  u  nds  and  foe, 
the  firing  in  my  rear  was  suppressed,  and  I  ordered  my  command 
again  to  advance  ;  but,  finding  that  the  tenth  Georgia  h  id  inclined  to 
the  left,  and  were  immediately  in  my  front,  I  retired  en  a  line  with 
the  other  regiments,  who  were  formed  in  my  rear,  and  near  to  Cap. 
tain  Kemper's  battery.  It  being  near  dark,  I  remained  here  until  or- 
dered to  join  the  brigade. 

Corporal  Ward,  of  company  E,  was  killed ;  Corporal  J.  H.  Roberts, 
of  company  L,  was  mortally  wounded,  since  dead ;  private  McRae,  of 
company  L,  shot  through  hip ;  private  Threatt,  of  company  A,  shot 
.through  hip ;  J.  Collins,  of  company  C,  in  hip ;  E.  Lane  company  L, 
slightly  in  arm  ;  private  Morrell,  company  A,  in  foot ;  private  Heid- 
rickB,  company  A,  slightly;  Corporal  Bozeman,  company  F, 
slightly. 

We  joined  the  brigade  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  rested  for  the 
night  near  the  Williamsburg  road.  At  ten  o'clock,  on  the  following 
morning,  (the  80th,)  we  marched  back  in  the  direction  of  Richmond, 
for  several  miles,  when  we  moved  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of  James 
river,  to  the  Darbytown  road.  On  reaching  it,  we  changed  direction 
again  to  the  left,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  battle  which  was  then 
raging  on  that  road,  apparently  some  three  miles  distant.  We  were 
halted  upon  the  field  where  the  battle  of  the  day  previous  (the  S(ith) 
had  been  fought,  at  daylight,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  ad-  * 
vanced  for  about  one  mile  and  halted.  In  this  advance,  through  the 
woods,  we  captured  one  lieutenant  and  three  privates,  belonging  to 
a  New  York  regiment.  After  remaining  here  for  an  hour,  we  were 
ordered  to  move,  by  a  flank,  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill.  Ar- 
riving near  the  latter  place,  we  rested  for  three  hours,  when  we  re- 
ceived orders  to  advance  upon  the  enemy.  Passiug  through  a  dense 
growth  of  pines,  int<)  which  the  enemy  were  pouring  an  incessant 
shower  of  grape  and  shell,  we  reached  a  field,  at  t^e  far  end  of  which 
were  posted  the  enemy's  batteries.  We  continued  to  advance  until 
we  were  ordered  to  halt,  where  we  remained  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
were  ordered  to  retire,  which  was  executed  in  good  order. 

In  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  duty  compels  me 
to  state  that  they  bore  themselves  gallantly  on  both  occasions,  (the 
d9th  June  and  1st  July.)    .Every  ohe-  doing  his  whole  duty. 

For  list  of  casualties  in  the  engagement  of  1st  July,  I  refer  you  to 
my  report  of  3d  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rewectfully, 

Your  ooedient  servant, 
J.  W.  W.  HENAGAN, 

Colonet  bih  S.  0.  Begimentl 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  KEMPER. 

Artillery  Quarters,  4th  Brigade,  2nd  Division^  > 

Jviy  15,  186t.      } 

Captain  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  Leaving  my  camp,  near  Yanghan's,  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  about  six  o'clock,  I  followed  the  infantry  of  the 
brigctde  to  a  short  distance  beyond  Fair  Oaks.  Here  our  march  was 
interrupted  for  an  hour  or  two  by  the  batteries  of  tho  enemy's  rear 
guard/  Late  in  the  afternoon,  about  four,  P.  M.,  by  the  direction  of 
the  Brigadier  General,  we  shelled  some  works  of  the  enemy  on  and 
near  the  Williamsburg  road,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
junction  of  that  and  the  Nine-mile  road.  Eliciting  but  slight  t  re- 
sponse, we  did  some  execution,  and  again  advanced,  overtaking  the 
enemy  at  Savages'.  The  engagement  was  opened  by  a  brisk  artillery 
fire  from  my  battery,  replied  to  bj  one  or  more  batteries,  stationed 
near  Savages'  house.  From  this  contest,  the  superior  character  and 
number  of  the  enemy's  pieces  compelled  me  to  withdraw  in  about 
five  minutes,  without  loss,  however.  About  seven,  P.  M.,  a  general 
engagement  ensued,  in  which  the  battery  played  its  part  to  the  best 
of  our  ability. 

Our  losses  are:  One  man  killed,  private E.  Caimans;  two  wounded, 

privates  Posey,  (since  dead,)  and .     Four  horses  were   killed, 

and  five  others  rendered  unserviceable.  In  Tuesday's  engagement,  ( 1  st 
July,)  my  battery  was  held  in  reserve,  and,  though  under  a  severe 
fire,  suffered  no  loss. 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DEL.  KEMPER, 
Oatntnanding  Akxandria  Ariilkrf. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BENNING  OF  BATTLE  OF  JUNE 

27th,  1862. 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Rkg't  Oeorgia  YoLtrKTEERS, 
Camp  near  Darbytown  road,  July  26,  1862. 

General  :  On  the  37th  of  June,  the  brigade  was  near  the  Garnett 
house,  and,  about  sunset.  General  Toombs  ordered  me  to  throw  for- 
ward a  strong  body  of  pickets  on  the  left  of  his  line,  and  to  feel  the 
enemy  and  to  follow  up,  vigorously,  any  success  that  might  be  met 
with.  At  this  time  the.  regiment  was  in  line  of  battle  along  the  fence, 
near  Garnett's  spring.  Accordingly,  I  immediately  ordered  forward 
the  two  flank  companies  of  the  regiment,  companies  A  and  D,  under 
Lieutenant  Beeland,  and  K,  under  Lieutenant  Randall,  both  under 
Major  Pickett,  with  instructions  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  General 
Toomos  to  me.  They  promptly  took  their  place  on  the.  left  of  the 
line  in  a  wood,  and  very  soon  advanced,  with  other  similar  parties 
detached  from  the  second  and  fifteenth  regiments  Georgia  volunteers, 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemj,  posted  in  a  wood  on  both  sides  of  the 
Lobor*in- vain  ravine.  The  fire  at  once  became  warm  along  our  whole 
line.  The  balls  of  the  enemy  came  across  the  picket  line  engaged  in 
the  fight,  and  wounded  a  number  of  that  part  of  the  regiment  held 
in  reserve  near  the  fence  at  the  Garnett  spring.  About  fifteen  min- 
utes after  the  firing  had  commenced,  report  was  made  to  you  that  the 
enemy,  in  considerable  force,  was  about  to  turn  your  left  flank,  and 
cat  off  the  picket  sent  from  my  regiment.  You  then  ordered  me  to 
take  the  roserve  companies  of  the  regiment  to  flank  and  support  those 
pickets  and  counteracc  any  such  movement  of  the  enemy.  I  at  once 
cayded  thezn  there  and  formed  them  in  line  of  battle.  It  was  then 
duak,  and  objects  were  not  visible  at  a  distance.  We  could  see  no 
enemy^'  The  firing  of  our  pickets,  who  were  a  little  in  advance  of 
us  and  a  little  to  our  right,  continued  as  brisk  as  ever.  As  the* 
darkness  thickened^  however,  the  firing  gradually  lessened,  and 
finally'  ceased. 

Everj  officer  and  man  of  the  companies,  under  my  eye,  did  his 
duty  well,  and  the  same  is  true  (according  to  the  report  to  me  of  Major 
Pickett,)  of  the  two  companies  sent  forward  under  him  as  picket. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  has  already  been  sent  up. 

I  am,  General,  very  lespeotfully, 

HENRY  L.  BENNING,  ,, 
Cblonel  I7th  Regiment  Oeorgia  Volunteers. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BENNINGOF  BATTLE  OF  MALVERN 

HILL, 

Headq'hs  Seventeenth  Reg't  Georgia  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Barhyiown  road,  July  26,  I86t. 

General  :  On  the  I  at  of  this  month,  you,  after  much  exertion,  put 
jrour  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  chiefly  in  a  wood  in  front,  but  rather 
to  the  right  of  what  is  called  MaWern  Hill,  (or  hills,)  with  General 
Joaes'  brigade,  Colonel  Anderson  commanding,  in  your  front,  &ad 
other  troops  in  his  front.  The  position  of  my  regiment  was  on  the 
right  of  your  line.  You  instructed  me  that  theduty  of  your  brigade 
would  be  to  support  the  troops  in  its  front,  and  that  the  duty  of  ray 
regiment  would  be  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  movements  ^f  the 
regiment  in  front,  but  that  it  was  not  to  fire  until  it  received 
orders  to  3o  so.  This  was  near  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  my 
judgment.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  line  in  our  front  began  to  move 
by  the  left  fiank.  We  followed  the  example  and  moved  by  ours. 
Marching  in  this  way,  for  I  think  nearly  a  mile,  the  line  came  in 
front  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  also  got  out  of  the  wood  into 
a  large  field,  the  back  part  of  which  was  held  by  the  enemy.  Here 
the  maich  was  changed  to  one  to  the  front.  That,  in  a  short  time. 
brought  us  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  both  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
grape,  shell,  splinters  and  minio  balls,  flying  thick  about  us  and 
through  us',  and  making  gaps  in  our  ranks  at  every  step.  The  regiment^ 
however,  continued  to  advance  in  perfect  order. 

After  having  advanced  far  into  the  field,  the  order  came  down 
the  line,  march  by  t/ie  left  flank.  This  was  obeyed,  aiyd,  whilst.we 
were  thus  marching  by  the  flank,  some  regiment  behind  us^  which 
was  marching  to  the  front,  cut  my  regiment  in  two  at  the  colors, 
•leaving  the  colors  and  the  companies  on  the  left  with  me,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  line,  and  the  right  companies  with  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Hodges.  I  saw  no  more  of  these  latter  companies  until  next 
day.  The  companies  with  me  continued  to  march  by  the  flank,  until 
they  entered  the  wood  on  the  left  of  the  field.  I  auppoee  the  object 
of  the  order  was  to  get  to  the  wood  and  advance  to  the  attack  from 
it.  So  I  halted  my  companies  and  looked  for  a  sood  position  to  ad- 
vance from,  which  I  found,  as  I  thought,  in  a  wood  running  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  with  a  fence  in  its 
fro^t.  Along  this  wood  I  formed  the  companies,  and  made  them  lie 
down,  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  enemy's  missil^  might  pass 
over  them.  It  was  nearly  night.  Here  we  remained  awaiting  or- 
ders, but  none  came  The  fire  on  both  sides  slackened,  and  ceased 
after  night  fall,  and  the  companies  returned  to  camp. 

Our  loss  was  five  killed  and  thirty-one  wounded.*  A  particular  list 
of  the  casualties  has  already  been  fonfarded  to  you. 

The  officers  and  men  received  the  hot  fire  ef  the  enemy,,   which 
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they  oould  not  return,  friends  being  in  front,  with  great  cooluesd  aul 
fortitude. 

I  am,  General^  rcry  respectfally,  your  obedient  serv't, 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Col(mtl  Mik  Pegirnent  Georgia  VoiMnieers. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GUMMING. 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 

•  July  26,  1862. 

To  General  R.  Toombs: 

General  :  Pursuant  to  orders  received  this  day,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  twentieth  regi- 
ment Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  recent  actions  before  Richmond  : 

This  regiment  was  relieved  from  picket  duty  at  Garnett's  farm  on 
the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo.     Early  next  morning  we  were  ordered 
to  occupy  and  hold  the  trenches  in  front  of  Garnett's  farm,  where  we 
remained  until  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded, 
losing  his  left  arm.     At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  a  skirt 
of  woods  on  the  left  of  Garnett's  farm,  in  command  of  t^e  fifceentb 
Georgia  regiment  and  my  own.     Later  in  the  afternoon,  about  six 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  my  regiment  to  support  a  bat> 
tery,  then  briskly  en^jaging  the  enemy  in  our  front.     We  remained 
in  this  position  nearly  an  hour,  and,  just  before  sunset,  we  were  or- 
dered by  Captain  Troup,  of  your  staff,  to  proceed  to  within  support- 
ing  distance   of    the   second   and    fifteenth   regiments   of    Georgia 
volunteers,  then  closely  engaged  with,  and  under  a  heavy  fire  from,  the 
enemy.  We  advanced  in  line  of  battle  to  this  position,  a  diatance  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mil^,  through  an  open  field,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  musketry.     When  within  about  seventy-five  yards  in  rear  of  the 
second  and  fifteenth  regiments,  I  ordered  a  halt  (according  to  orders) 
and  required  the  men  to  lie  down.     This  was  immediately  on  the  left 
of  Garnett's  house.     We  remained  here,  under  a  heavy  a^d  contin- 
uous fire  of  infantry,  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  we 
were  ordered  forward  to  occupy  the  position  held  by  the  second  and 
fifteenth  regiments  against  overwhelming  odds.     We  held  this  post* 
tion  until  about  three  o'clock  next  morning,  when  we  were  relieved 
by  the  sevebteenth  regiment  Georgia  volunteers.     During  the  affair 
of  that  evening,  our  loss  was  one  man  killed  and  eight   wounded* 
About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  I  was  ordered  to  occupy 
and  hold  until  further  orders,  with  my  regiment,  a  ravine  in  a  skirt 
of  woods  on  the  left  of  Garnett's  house,  opposite  the  redoubts  and 
breastworks  of  the  enemy.     As  soon  as  we  had  crossed  the  ravine 
•and  formed  line  of  battle,  wo  were  ordered  to  advance  by  yourself  ia 
person,  which  we  did,  and,  having  proceeded  thirty  or  forty  paces,  the 
order  was  countermanded.     We  were  then  ordered  by  you  to  hold  our 
position,  to  cover  the  return  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georsia  regi- 
mentSy  as  well  as  to  protect  the  pickets  from  our  own  brigade.     We 
remained  there  about  four  hours.     We,-  lost  in  this  affair,  one  man 
-  mortally  wounded.    The  next  day,  29th  ultimo,  we  advanced  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  enemy's  position^  but  found  that  they  bad  abandoned 
it     We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enefmy  daring  the 
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S9th.  On  Monday,  the  30th  nltimOy  we  were  ordered  to  reinforce 
General  Longstreet,  and  made  a  long  march  of  about  twenty  miles 
through  the  hot  sun.  Several  of  my  men  were  overeome  by  the  heat 
and  fatigue  of  the  march.  We  arrived  upon  the  battle-field  of  that 
day  about  midnight,  and  slept  upon  the  fifld  in  lino  of  battle.  About 
four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Ist  inst.,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  forward  one  com- 
pany as  skirmishers.  I  accordingly  deployed  Gapt  E.  M.  Seayr's  com- 
pany (F)  as  skirmishers  in  advance  of  the  regiment,  which  advanced 
in  connection  with  your  brigade  about  a  mile,  when  it  met  with  and 
intersected  the  skirmishers  Of  General  Jackson's  corps.  From  this 
point,  finding  no  enemy  in  front,  we  wore  ordered  back.  About  four, 
P.  M.,  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  upon  a  new  position  of  the  ene- 
my, into  the  woods,  until  we  were  stopped  by  the  first  Georgia  regu- 
lars in  front.  We  then  moved  a  considerable  distance  by  the  right 
flank  and  again  forided  line  of  battle.  About  five,  P.  M.,  we  were 
ordered  forward.  We  advanced  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  the 
greater  part  of  the  distance  through  an  open  field,  under  a  heavy ^ 
deadly  and  incessant  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  the  shot,  grape, 
canister  and  balls  raining  around  us  like  hail.  When  within  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  batteries  wo  were  ordered  to  march  by 
the  kft  flank,  across  a  fence,  to  the  left,  which  we  did,  and  then  ad- 
Yanced  in  line  of  battle  until  we  came  to  a  road  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  rather  to  their  right  flank.  We 
thon  halted  and  kept  our  position  until  after  dark,  when  the  lieur 
tenant  colonel  of  my  regiment  came  to  me  twice  and  told  me  that  the 
enemy  were  flanking  us.  I  then  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back 
and  form  line  again.  But  there  was  such  confusion  at  that  time,  and 
it  was  so  dark,  that  it  was  impossible  to  form  line  again  for  some 
time.  Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  five  killed,  sixty-six  wounded, 
and  four  missing.  The  bicody  and  trying  scenes  of  these  recent 
actions  before  Richmond  have  served  to  confirm  the  high  opinion  I 
have  ever  entertained  of  the  patriotism,  courage  and  efficiency  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  my  command.  I  cannot  refrain,  also,  General, 
from  expressing  the  gratification  I  experienced  in  witnessing  the  effi- 
ciency and  gallantry  of  Captains  DuBose  and  Troup,  of  your  staff, 
and  of  Captain  Coward,  of  General  Jones'  staff. 

Respectfully, 

J.  B.  GUMMING, 
Colonel  commanding  Tvoentieth  Regimint  Georgia  Volunteers. 
Official : 

Oeorg£  S.  Thomas,  Li^uienant,  Acting  Adjutant, 
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REPORT    OF   CAPTAIN    DAWSON    OF  BATTLE   OF  GAR- 

NETT'S  FARM. 

Bivouac  Eighth  Gcokgia  Reoimknt,      ) 
Gametes  Farm,  Jn\j  28,  186«.  J 

Lieatenant  C.  0.  Hardwick, 

A.  A,  C,  Third  Brigade,  First  JMvision,  A,  P.  : 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  iho 
part  taken  by  the  eighth  regiment  Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  enemy': 

About  the  hour  of  half-past  three  o'clock,  the  regiment  received 
orders  to  charge  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  opposite  Garnett'a  farm,  ai 
a  distance  of  half  a  mile  or  more.  The  regiment  moved  forward 
promptly  to  execute  said  orders,  companies  A  and  B  being  deployed 
as  skirmishers.  The  charge  was  made  with  great  celerity  aod  perfec; 
order,  and  so  rapid  was  the  advance  of  our  skirmishers,  that  many  of 
the  enemy's  pickets  were  killed  and  taken  prisoners  before  they  were 
aware  of  our  presence,  ^yithin  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the 
point  of  departure,  one  of  our  skirmishers  was  shot  down.  Moving 
steadily  onward,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  made  sad  havoc  in  the  rants, 
advancing  somo  distance  through  a  thick  wood,  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  distant  from  its  skirts,  in  an  open  field,  the  enemy*£ 
breastworks  appeared  in  full  view.  In  the  charge  through  this  open 
space,  many  of  the  ofScers  and  men  were  killed  and  disabled.  We 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  which  was  main- 
tained with  great  spirit  and  determination  against  great  odds  until 
ordered  to  withdraw.     The  regiment  fell  lyick  in  good  order. 

The  following  is  a  liak  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  :  Amorg 
the  oflScers,  Colonel  L.  M.  Lamar  was  seriously  wounded ;  LieuL 
Col.  J.  B.  Towers  was  taken  prisoner ;  Major  E.  J.  Magrader  was 
wounded  slightly ;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Montgomery,  company  £,  was 
killed :  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Harper,  of  the  same  company,  was  t:ike& 
prisoner;  Captain  A.  F.  Butler,  company  B,  was  wounded  danger 
ously ;  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Williamson,  company  G,  was  \younded  se- 
riously, and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Blackwell,  company  I,  was  wounded 
slightly,  besides  twenty. three  enlisted  men  killed,  fifty-five  wounded, 
and  nine  missing. 

Tho  bearing  of  officers  and  men  on  the  field,  entitled  them  to  tbe 
commendations  of  their  superior  officers,  and  the  gratitude  of  tleir 
country. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  0.  DAWSON, 
Captain  Company  /,  commanding  Sth  Ga.  Rigimmt 
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lEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  DAWSON  OF  BATTLE  OF  JULY  I, 

1861   • 

Hkaoquarters  Eighth  Georgia  Regiment,  > 
July,  2d,  1862.  J 

).  C.  Hardwick, 

LietUenantand  A.  A,  O  ^  Sd  Brigade,  \st  Division  : 

Lieutenant:  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
olWing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  eighth  regiment  Georgia 
rolonteers,  in  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  July  let: 

The  casualties  of  the  battle  of  26th  June  having  devolved  upon 
ne  the  command  of  the  regiment,  I  am  more  than  gratified  that  the 
londuct  and  bearing  of  officers  and  men  fell  under  your  immediate 
observation. 

From  the  moment  ve  were  ordered  to  advance  upon  the  strong  posi- 
tions of  the  enemy,  posted  on  the  heights  of  Malvern  farm,  exposed 
for  the  space  of  four  hours  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  artillery,  the 
spirit  and  determination  of  the  troops  seemed  to  gather  strength  as 
tbe  perils  of  the  battle  increased.  Several  of  the  regiment  were 
either  killed  or  wounded  at  a  distance  of  over  two  miles  from  the 
point  of  attack. 

When  the  last  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  position  was  given,  we 
ioved  rapidly  forward,  through  an  almost  impassable  ravine,  of  thick 
undergrowth  and  wood,  to  thci  base  of  a  hill,  thirty  yards  distant 
from  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  were  posted.  Here  my  regi- 
ment was  saluted  and  urged  forward  by  General  Magruder,  under 
u^e  eye  and  immediate  command  of  the  General.  Although  fatigued 
*nd  exhausted  from  a  continuous  march  of  two  days  and  nights  without 
fil^ep,  the  regiment  seemed  to  gather  fresh  strength.  Then  it  was  that 
'9  made  the  dashing  charge  of  over  four  hundred  yards,  across  an 
^pen  field,  exposed  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
flilting  at  the  base  of  the  hill  for  a  few  moments,  protected  par- 
^^*liy  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  we  adjusted  our  line  of  battle,  pre* 
pwatory  for  another  charge.  Just  then,  Adjutant  Hardwick,  at  the 
P^nl  of  his  life,  came  boldly  forward,  and  gave  the  orderder  to  fall 

"5ck.    Our  retrograde  movement  was  not  characterized  with  the  same 


as  our  advance,  the  regiment  falling  back  with  great  reluctance. 
Il^nder  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  we  rallied,  to  the  point  designated 
J  the  adjutant,  in  good  order,  awaiting  further  orders. 
^bout  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  repair  to  our  camps,  which 
^«  did  in  good  order. 

.  1^00  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
^Pfrilled  their  lives  in  this  battle. 
li  iA^^  ^^S\ii^®i^t  lost  four  killed  and  eight  woonded,  all  among  the  en- 

Bespectfully, 

GEORGE  0.  DAWSON, 
Captain  company  I,  commanding  Regiment. 
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REPORT  OB  MAJOR  McELROT. 

Hbadquarterb  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Reatment,  ) 

July  5,  1862.      J 

Colonel:  The  cominand  of  the  thirteenth  Mississippi  regimei 
hsving  devolved  upon  me  jast  before  the  close  of  the  engagement  o 
Tuesday  evening,  July  Ist,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  psi 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  that  sanguinary  contest. 

At  six  and  a  half  o'clock,  P.  M.,  this  regiment,  under  the  eommac 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garter,  was,  under  your  own  supervisioi 
formed  on  the  right  of  your  brigade,  and  advanced  to  within  som 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  strong  force  i 
front.  There  the  regiment  was  halted,  and  the  line  dressed,  and 
can  testify  that,  although  exposed  to  a  most  withering  fire,  and  ou 
men  falling  on  every  hand,  the  line  was  promptly  dk*es8ed»  withoa 
confusion,  and,  when  the  command,/bru;a><i,  vxis  given^  advanced  il 
splendid  style,  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy.  Here  th\ 
regiment  was  again  halted  behind  the  brow  of  a  hill  and  ordered  to  fir^ 
For  nearly  one  hour  we  held  this  advanced  position,  without  suppor 
on  either  flank ;  and,  during  this  time,  I  am  proud  to  say,  the  mei 
of  this  command  fought  with  a  determination  and  bravery  wbici 
successfully  held  in  check  a  largely  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  vh< 
were  confronting  us.  Believing  this  position  longer  untenable,  th< 
regiment  was  ordered  to  fall  back  just  at  dark,  to  our  former  positioDi 
two  hundred  yards  in  the  rear.  Being  present  yourself,  you  are 
aware  how  reluctantly,  yet  in  what  fine  order  this  command  was  obeyed. 
About  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter  was  severely  wounded  and 
taken  from  the  field.  Halting  the  regiment  under  the  cover  of  a  iii^^t 
where  they  were  in  a  measure  protected  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
the  line  was  reformed,  and  I  was  prepared  to  advance  with  a  force 
then  coming  up  on  my  left ;  their,  however,  having  masked  a  portion 
of  our  front  was  the  cause,  I  suppcse,  of  the  order  then  received  to 
retire,  which  was  done  in  good  order. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  many 
were  I  to  make  mention  of  the  many  examples  of  individual  heroisiB 
I  saw  displayed,  both  among  oflficers  and  men.  I  will,  tHerefonJ, 
simply  say,  that  both  company  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  datyi 
and  proved  themselves  worthy  the  name  of  Mississippians. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McELBOY, 
Major,  commanding  Thirtetnil^  Mimssippi  Regmtnt^ 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  PIZER. 

HEADQUARTBR9  SeYENTBEICTH  MISSISSIPPI  VoLUlfTBERS,  > 

Juty  5,  1862.      S 

Colonel  WiLUAM  Barksdale, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

Sir  :  I  haye  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  • 
the  seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment^  engaged  on  the  evening  of  July 
ly  186S,  near  Meadow  farm : 

In  pnrsaance  of  orders,  the  regiment  was  moved  down  on  the  right, 
into  the  woods,  and  there  took  position,  and  awaited  orders.  During 
the  time  shot  and  shell  fell  amongst  my  wing  command,  proving  very 
'destrnctive.  Two  orders  reached  the  command  to  move  out  in  support 
of  Creneral  Wright's  brigade,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  which  was 
promptly  done,  and  ezecated  in  splendid  order,  and  without  the  least 
confusion. 

Colonel  W.  D.  Holder,  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  into 
action,  throngb  a  shower  of  grape  and  shell,  fell,  severely  wounded. 
Hence  the  command  devolved  upon  me — this  being  at  a  time 
when  the  command  was  fronting  a*  line,  immediately  after  cross- 
ing a  very  difficult  ravine.  The  command  moved  and  dressed  to  the 
colors  promptly  and  in  order.  I  ordered  the  command  to  forward, 
which  they  did  without  wavering,  although  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire,  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill.  I  halted  my  command,  finding  my  front  masked 
by  several  regiments,  extending  from  right  to  left.  At  this  point  I 
ordered  Captain  Govan,  commanding  company  B,  to  act  as  field 
officer,  and  assist  in  the  command  of  my  regiment,  which,  I  can  say, 
he  did  with  coolness  and  gallantry. 

From  this  point,  I  moved  my  line  to  the  right,  endeavoring  to  get 
ft  chance  at  the  enemy  without  being  masked  by  firing  Finding  that 
impossible,  on  account  of  tho  scattered  fragments  of  regiments,  I  ordered 
my  men  to  lie  down  for  protection  from  the  grape  and  canister,  which 
was  raking  the  field  in  front  and  the  air  above.  Night  coming  on, 
and  the  fire  of  small  arms  having  ceased,  I  withdrew  my  command 
from  the  field,  in  splendid  order,  and  files  well  iliosbod,  with  regi* 
ments  of  the  brigade. 

I  must  further  state,  that  my  position  on  the  field  was  hazardous- 
several  regiments  came  near  firing  into  my  rear.  I  exerted  myself 
to  prevent  different  regiments  from  firing  into  each  other,  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  was  done  on  several  occasions;  but  by  none  of  this 
brigade. 

1  am  indebted  to  Captain  Moreland,  acting  major,  for  his  gallant 
and  valuable  assistance,  rendered  me  throughout  the  engagement. 
I  take  pleasure  in  saving  that  Adjutant  Sykea  was  at  his  post, 
and  rendered  me  valuable  assistance.  I  cannot  close  without 
thanking  Assistant  Adjutant  General  In^Ci  whom  I  found^  on  reach- 
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.    iog  the  field,  noblj  diBcharging  hie  duty,  in  direeti&g  ngiments  inu 
battle. 

I  axD,  Colonel,  with  high  regard. 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  FIZKR, 
LieuttnarU  Colonel  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Segim'ent. 
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BSPOtRT  OP  LISUXB]irANT  COLONEL  LUSK 

•  Ih  the  Field,  July  5,  18W. 
Coloiael  Wm.  :Bi,BKSDAUB : 

Dear  Sir  :  It  becomefl  mj  daty  io  report  to  you  tbe  action  of  tbi 
eighteenth  MisBisdippi  regimest  in  the  eDgngement  of  July  Ist,  nev 
Chailee  City  road : 

Upon  receiving  your  orders  to  do  so,  the  regiment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Thomas  M.  GrifiBn,  started  fiom  its  position  in  reitf 
of  our  line  of  battle,  and  took  its  position  and  participated  in  the  en- 
gagement. Countermarchi^igy  the  regiment  moved  by  the  right  flanli 
so  as  to  jreoeive  protection  of  natural  defences  against  the  enemy'e 
batteries  to  our  front ;  but  vss  ail  the  while  exposed  to  a  heavy  and 
destructive  fire  from  his  batteries  on  the  right.  Just  before  reaching 
the  scene  of  action.  Colonel  Griffin  fell  wounded  and  was  carried  fro.i» 
the  field.  On  reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill,  upon  whcse  crest  rested 
the  line  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment  was  thrown  into  line.  *While  this 
was  being  done,  I  sent  Lieatenant  Johnson  and  private  Edward  Drain 
ing,  of  company  C,  to  the  front  to  locate  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
infantry,  who  returned  and  reported  that  the  only  opening  to  be  seen 
loGg  enough  in  our  line,  at  that  time  engaged,  to  admit  of  our  enter- 
ing, was  about  two  hundred  yards  to  our  left.  I  accordingly  marcheS 
the  regiment  to  the  left,  and  then  to  the  front,  rising  the  hill,  still 
partly  masked  by  the  regunent  on  my  right.  This  was  unmasked  by  &21 
oblique  movement  to  the  left,  which  being  accomplished,  I  tnoved  the 
regiment  forward  to  within  short  mark  range,  and  opened  on  his  bat- 
teries and  infantry.  This  position  I  occupied  until  twilight  began  to 
dim  the  fields,  when  Lieutenant  Buckles,  company  E,%nformed  me 
that  all  support  had  been  withdrawn  from  our  left,  which  I  saw  at  a 
glance  to  be  true.  This  unfortunate  circumstance  threw  a  more 
destructive  fire  into  our  left  than  veterans  couM  be  justly  called  upon 
to  withstand  ;  but  officers  and  men  stood  firm  and  resolutely  returne) 
the  enemy's  fire  from  ranks  now  reduced  by  more  than  one-third  of 
their  former  number.  At  this  juncture,  the  same  officer  reported  the 
enemy  moving  around  our  loft  flank,  whereupon  I  withdrew  the  regi- 
ment in  time,  forcing  a  retreat. 

Where  the  conduct  of  all  was  so  satisfactory,  it  is  difficult  to  identify 
those  to  whom  it  is  the  credit  of  peculiar  gallantry  ;  but  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to. put  upon  record  the  heroism  of  some  who  displayed  conspic- 
uous gallantry.  To  Captain  E.  G.  Henry  on  the  right,  and  Captaia 
F.  Bostick,  on  the  le^l  wing,  acting,  the  former  lieutenant  colonel,  the 
latter  Major,  the  regiment  is  indebted  for  much  of  the  order  ard 
steadiness  which  marked  their  action  in  this  engagement.  Each  fcU 
mortally  wounded  at  his  post,  while  heroically  in  the  discharge  of  th« 
most  dangerous  and  responsible  duties. 

To  A.  A.  General  Inge,  of  Colonel  Barksdale's  staff,  I  would  ex- 
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press  my  obligstions  for  assistance  upon  the  field,  where  his  seal,  skill 
and  brarerj  inspired  all  who  beheld  him.  ^ 

So  nnmerons  were  the  instances  in  which  non-commissioned  offieen 
and  prirates  in  the  ranks  distingnished  themselves,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  mention  all  in  a  report  like  this;  but  some  there  were 
whom  the  accidents  of  the  battle  threw  under  my  immediate  obserra- 
tion.  Sergeant  Smith,  color-bearer,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise 
for  his  steadiness  during  the  fight,  and  considerate  coolness  after  beins 
wounded ;  Orderly  Sergeaut  Goodloe,  company  G,  for  activity  and 
coolness  in  dressing  his  men  while  under  a  terrific  fire  ;  private  C^per, 
company  F ;  privates  George  Grease  and  C.  Brody,  company  D;  Oap- 
tain  Hustin  and  private  Tyler,  company  I,  are  among  those  promi&ent 
for  gallantry  and  boldness. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LirSfi, 
lAeutenani  Oobmdf  commanding  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 
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BBPORT  OF  MAJOR  W.  M.  JONBS, 

Headquarters  Ninth  Regiment  Oboroia  Vols.,  > 

July  13,  1862.      \ 

Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson  : 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  an  order  from  heftdquarters  of  the  difision^ 
reepeoting  diose  of  my  command  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
series  of  engagements  with  the  enemy  from  the  28th  ultimo  to  th* 
2nd  instant,  I  have  only  to  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  L«  D. 
Cockrelly  who  has  been  acting  adjutant  for  the  regiment  during  the 
last  few  months  : 

When  our  brigade  was  halted  (in  consequence  of  orders  frofli  Gen* 
eral  Magruckr)  in  the  rarine  near  the  field  of  action,  on  the  1st  in* 
stant,  (fife  o'clock,  P.  M.,)  the  impression  was  prevalent  that  ojar 
brigade  would  not  be  called  into  action.  The  acting  adjutant  thought 
it  not  indiscreet  to  leare  the  regiment  and  go  into  the  battle  with  the 
Mghteenth  Mississippi  regiment.  Below  is  a  note  sent  to  headquar* 
lers  of  the  regiment,  the  following  morning. 

Headquarters  Eif^HTEENTH  Miss.  BEGiMEfm. 
''  I  take  pleasure  in  certifying  that  L.  D.  Cockrell,  of  the  nintft 
}eorgia  regiment,  requested  of  m9  permission  to  accompany  my^ 
'egiment  into  the  engagement  of  the  1  st  instant.  That  I  consented,  and- 
equested  him  to  act  as  adjutant  for  tho  regiment  in  that  engagement, 
rhich  he  did,  and  that  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  is  deserving  of' 
he  highest  commendation. 

(Signed,)  **W.  H.  Luse, 

**  Lieut.  Colondy  commanding  Eighteenth  Miss.  Regiment. ^^ 

N.  B. — ^The  regiment,  as  we  presumed,  took  no  active  ptirt  in  the? 
tttle,  W.  M.  JONES, 

Major f  commandh^  Ninth  Georgia  Segimmf.. 
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BBPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  C.  F.  BBOOSB. 

/«fy  5,  1665. 

Colonel  Wm.  Barksdale, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 

BiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  the  twenty-first  Mii- 
naeippi  regiment,  Lieutenalit  Colonel  W.  L.  Brandon  oommandiBg. 
%a8y  on  the  1st  instant,  ordered  to  proceed  in  th«  direeiion  of  the 

enemy  about  three  O'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the road.     After  iMl vane* 

ing  within  a  few  fanndred  yards  of  the  enemy's  line  of  sharpaiiooteiv. 
we  formed  a  line  of  battle  on  a  hill  side  in  the  woods,  about  hulf  paet 
four  o'clock.  In  a  few  minutes  the  i^nemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell  and  shot,  which  wsb  continued  for  the  space  of  two  liours, 
wounding  Major  D.  N.  Moody  and  killing  and  wounding  aevera? 
others.  About  half  past  six  oVIock,  we  were  ordered  forward,  fol- 
lowing the  eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  right  in  front,  and-formei 
a  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  eighteenth,  ^^<m  the  right  by  file 
into  line,"  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  batteriea,  sat- 
fering  jeverely  from  their  fire.  We  advanced,  in  line  of  battle,  til! 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  battery,  and  finding  n^ 
support,  either  right  or  left,  wer§  ordered  to  retire,  which  we  did  in 
good  order,  losing  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  L.  Brandon,  (the  only  offi- 
cer,)  being  wounded  by  a  grape-shot.  The  command  of  the  regiment 
Aon  devolved  upon  me.  After  falling  back  partially  under  cover  of 
the  hill,  we  were  again  onlered  to  adfvance,  which  was  done  immedi- 
ately and  continued  till  within  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  of  the  battery 
I  again  found  no  sup^rt,  either  right  or  left,  and  the  enemy,  with 
infantry  on  the  left  and  artillery  in  our  front,  were  pouring  a  de- 
structive fire  into  our  ranks,  of  grape-shot,  canister  and  small  «rais. 
We  were  again  ordered  to  retire,  and  did  so  in  good  order,  aad  bifi 
the  field  after  dark.  ^ 

Both  oflBeers  and  men  acted  gallantly  during  the  entire  eagage- 
ment.     *       •  , 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VU.  C.  P.  BROOKS, 
Oaptain  commanding  %{)tk  Regiment  Miss.  Vobmtmt, 
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.  REPORT  OP  COLONEL  MILLIAN. 

HBAfKl^RS^  FlFTEENtH  ReGIMGNT  GeOROIA  YolUNT£BB8|  > 

Oamp  Mcintosh,  July  %6,  1862.      ) 

'LieutcnanrRoBERT  Grant, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  c 

Sir  :  Z  have  ^he  honor  to  submit,  throngh  you,  to  the  Brigadier 
Oeueral  commanding,  the  following  official  report  of  the  operatioiui 
of  thfs  regiment  in  the  recent  actions  before  Richmond : 

On  the  26th  Jane,  the  regiment,  (Colonel  Wm.  M.  M'Intosh  in 
command,)  by  order  of  Brigadier  General  Toombs,  occupied  the  en- 
trenchments on  the  north  side  of  the  Nine-mile  road,  nea# Price's 
liouse,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M,, 
of  the  27th  of  June,  when,  by  order  of  General  Toombs,  the  regi- 
mcnt  moTcd  to  the  front  near  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  took  position  at 
the  edge  of  a  field  some  two  hundred  yante  to  the  left  of  a  brick 
house,  known  as  James  Qarnett's  house,  sent  two  companies.  Captain 
John  C.  Burch,  company  F,  and  Captain  Stephen  Z.  Heansberger, 
company  G,  as  skirmishers,  to  support  the  pickets  of  the  second 
Georgia,  and  ^^fed"  the  enemy.  In  a  few  minutes  the  firin^^  both 
sides  became  brisk.  Soon  the  enemy's  line  was.  reinforced,  aiR  Gen- 
i^ral  Toombs  ordered  Colonel  Mcintosh,  with  the  balance  of  this  com- 
mand, to  the  support  of  the  skirmishers.  We  crossed  the  field  at 
*touble-quick,  under  a  most  galling  fire  from  the  opposite  side  of  a 
deep  rayine,  Just  beyond  which  our  skirmishers  were  engage49  crossed 
the  ravine  by  the  right  flank,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  and  moved 
rapidly  to  the  front.  The  engagement  now  became  general  and  in- 
tensely  fierce  all  along  the  line  and  raged  till  after  dark,  when  the 
enemy  retired  and  the  firing  ceased.  Colonel  Mcintosh,  who  was  at 
the  front  and  on  the  most  exposed  part  of  the  line,  gallantly  cheering 
the  men  on,  fell,  mortally  j|irounded,  early  in  the  engagement,  and  was 
b3rne  from  the  field.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  me,  as  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  and,  after  the  dead  and  wounded  (a  detailed  list  of 
which  has  already  been  furnished)  were  carried  from  the  field,  the 
regiment,  by  order  of  Genera}  Toombs,  retired  to  the  rear,  and  rested 
till  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  then  moved  back  to 
the  same  point  where  the  previous  evening's  engagement  had  taken 
place,ttO'the  support  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georgia  regiments.  The 
engagement  ended  with  biit  few  casualties  in  this  regiment,  ^which 
bukve  also  been  reported  in  the  list  of  casualties  furnished.  We 
bivouacked  on  the  field,  and,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  June  29th,  hjr 
order  of  General  Toombs,  formed  line  of  -battle  with  the  entire  brig- 
ade, and,  at  an  early  hour,  entered  the  enemy's  works  without  much 
resistance,  and  moved  with  the  brigade  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating 
foe,  till  a  late  h(^ur  at  night,  and  bivouacked  in  the  open  air.  Early 
next  morning,  June  SOth,  took"  up  the  line  of  march,  and  reached 
the  battle-field  at  Frazier's  farm  about  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  re^ 
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mained  on  the  field  till  dawD^  July  Ut ;  then  advanced  in  line  of  l^ 
tie.  Captain  George  A.  Pace,  company  B,  being  thrown  forward  I 
skirmishers.  The  advance  continued  till  afcer  twelve  o'clock,  M 
when  I  became  completely  exhansted  from  fatigue,  loss  of  sleep  an 
physical  weakness,  (having  been  in  very  feeble  health  for  seven 
weeks,)  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  commantf  of  jbhe  regiment  fo 
a  short  time  to  Major  T.  J.  Smith,  (who  was  also  very,  feeble  frw 
illness,)  who  led  the  regiments  in  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hii^ 
He  soon  became  exhausted,  and  was  borne  from  the  field.  Captai^ 
S.  Z.  Heansberger,  the  senior  captaih,  assumed  the  command  till  tkl 
close  of  the  engagement. 

The  list  of  casualties  during  this  engagement  has  also  been   fur- 
niaked. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
•  W.  T.  MILLIAN, 

G^onel  1 5th  Regiment  Ckorgia  Volunietrs. 
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REPORT  OF^ COLONEL  NEPP. 

Headquarters  Thirty-Third  Virginia  Regiment^  > 

July  8fch,  1862.  J 

Captain  J.  F,  O'Brien, 

A.  A.  General,  First  Brigade,  V.  D. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  regiment  under  mj  command  in  the  recent  engagements 
with  the  enemy  in  front  of  Richmond: 

The  report  must  necessarily  lack  clearness^  owing  to  Ihe  fact  that 
the  grouiid  on  which  we  operated  was  entirely  unknown  to  me. 
There  are  general  landmarks  or  starting  points  with  which  to  locate 
mj  position,  yet  I  trust  to  make  myself  tolerably  intelligible. 

We  had  been  halting  on  the  road  leading  along  in  rear  of  the  en- 
emy's right  flank,  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  27th  of 
June,  when  the  brigade  was  again  put  in  motion  and  marched  on 
down  the  road  for,  perhaps,  two  mil^,  when  the  regiments  were  coun* 
termarched  and  the  pieces  loaded.  Heavy  firing  was  heard  on  our 
right,  over  a  line  extending  for  several  miles.  This  firing,  as  I  was 
informed,  was  from  the  divisions  of  Generals  Ilill,  Ewell  and  Long- 
street,  who  were  actively  engaging  the  enemy's  right  flank,  posted  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  river  and  occupying  Oaines' 
farm.  Our  brigade  was  immediately  in  rear  of  General  Lawton's 
brigade,  which  was  moving  along  very  slowly  in  the  road  already 
mentioned.  Coming  to  the  end  of  the  woods  which  had  skirted  the 
road  for  a  long  distance,  we  filed  to  the  right,  the  twenty-seventh 
Virginia  leading,  my  regiment  following  Immediately  in  rear.  After 
marching  through  a  clover-field,  by  a  small  white  house,  in  the  edge 
of  the  field,  we  turned  off  to  the  right,  the  men  leaving  their  blankets 
at  the  corner  of  a  narrow  lane,  which  we  now  entered,  marching  di- 
rectly for  the  battle-field.  Our  progress  being  no  longer  obstructed 
by  troops  in  our  front,  we  pushed  rapidly  on  through  pine  thickets 
and  swamps  for  about  a  half  a  mile,  until  we  reached  an  open  plain, 
with  a  wood  in  front,  beyond  which  the  battle  seemed  to  be  raging. 
Shells  were  flying  over  the  field,  and  wounded  and  stragglers  were 
falling  to  the  rear  every  moment.  Some  few  of  the  latter  were  rallied 
and  joined  the  regiment.  On  the  edge  of  this  plain,  the  twenty- 
seventh  and  thirty- third  were  formed  into  line  of  battle,  the  thirty- 
third  on  the  right,  but  soon  moved  ofi"  again,  marching  by  the  flank, 
the  thirty-third  in  front. 

We  marched  on  in  this  manner  across  the  field  to  an  old  road,  hav- 
ing the  telegraph  wires  extending  along  its  course.  Here  we  halted* 
and  the  brigade  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  thirty-third  in  front. 
Soon  after,  and  near  sundown,  a  line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  the 
whole  line  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  thirty-third 
on  the  right.  Marching  on,  we  soon  entered  the  woods,  a  portion  of 
whieh  eontained  thick  undergrowth.    The  firing  in  our  front  was  very 


5^4 

/ 

hefitvy  ;  shells  were  bursting  over  us,  and  ri&o-balls,  prelty  wellspeat, 
were  als^  falling  in  our  midst. 

After  entering  the  woods  some  forFj  or  fifty  paces,  I  came  apon  a 
Georgia  regiment,  1  jing  in  the,  woods,  and  passed  my  men  through 
in  rear,  where  we  lay  for  the  night,  throwing  out  pickets  on  oar  front 
and  flanks. 

Soon  after  taking  this  position,  I  was  joined  by  a  portion  of  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Major  HoUaday,  which  had  become  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  in  the  swamp  as  already  mentioned. 
This  portion  of  the  regiment  had  advanced  further  to  our  right  rhao 
any  of  our  forces,  and  was  fired  upon  by  a  New  York  regiment,  in- 
Eicting  a  loss  upon  us  of  one  man  killed.  The  hostile  regiment  run- 
ning as  soon  as  it  fired,  no  opportunity  was  given  to  return  their  fire. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  cue  killed  and  three  wounded ;  among 
the  wounded.  Lieutenant  Eastham,  company  I. 

Saturday,  2dth,  remained  in  one  position  all  day,  men  being  em- 
j^Voyed,  a  portion  of  the  day,  in  gathering  arms  and  burying  the  dead 
of  friend  and  foe. 

Sunday,  29th,  marched  down  to  Grapevine  Bridge,  where  we  re- 
liiained  for  several  hours,  and  then  retired  to  our  former  position. 

Monday,  30th,  were  aroused  at  half-past  two,  A.  M.  ;  got  under 
•Tms  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Grapevine 
Bridge ;  crossed  the  Ghickahominy  and  marched  to  the  York  River 
railroad ;  marched  down  the  road  some  distance,  and  then  down  what 
I  was  told  was  the  Williamsburg  road  ;  heard  heavy  firing  in  front  of 
us,  but  did  not  get  under  fire  all  day ;  bivouacked  at  dark,  near 
White  Oak  Swamp. 

Tuesday,  July  I st,  marched  at  daylight;  creased  the  swamp  and 
moved  on  in  the  direction  of  James  river.  Do  not  remember  what 
troops  were  immediately  m  our  front;  the  tKrty-third  regiment 
inarched  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  About  eleven  o'clock  we  filed  into 
«  wood  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
the  thirty-third  on  the  extreme  left.  Remained  in  this  position  a 
considerable  time,  and  then  fell  back  a  short  distance,  to  get  out  of 
the  range  of  shells.  Here  we  remained  until  .near  sundown,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  **  attention,''  faced  to  the  left  and  moved  down 
the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  the  thirty-third  leading.  Afl 
we  approached  the  scene  of  action,  found  the  firing  very  warm,  shot 
«nd  shell  flying  over  and  around  us.  We  again  filed  to  the  right  into 
the  woods,  through  which  we  soon  made  our  way,  entered  a  corn-field 
'and  inclined  to  the  left,  marching  on  until  we  again  reached  the  main 
road.  On  the  road  we  halted  for  a  moment,  the  men  lying  down 
behind  a  fence  in  the  meantime,  which  afibrded  a  partial  protection  ; 
'Soon  moved  off  again ;  crossed  the  fence  to  our  left  and  marched  in 
an  oblique  direction,  through  a  thick  undergrowth,  across  a  swamp; 
cTambered  up  a  steep  acclivity  on  the  opposite  side  ;  crossed  the  fence, 
imd  found  ourselves  on  the  field  of  battle.  It  was  now  quite  dark, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  tell  where  were  our  friends  or  foes.  The  regi- 
cQent  was  put  in  line  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  mea 
aheltering  themselvea  behind  the  hill  as  much  as  possible,  while  the  J 
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delifered  a  pfreUj  warm  fire  upon  the  enem j.     We   were  for 

tine  unsuppojtedt  and  our  sniall  foroe  must  certdinlj  Iiaye  been 
croshed  by  the  superior  weight  of  t^e  enemy,  had  they  known  oar 
nnmbers.  We  were  subsequently  Joined  by  some  Louisiana  regi- 
ments and  General  Lawton's  brigade.  Considerable  confusion  was 
created  necessarily  in  the  swamp  and  bushes,  officers  and  men  becom- 
ing separated  and  regiments  more  or  less  intermingled.  Yet,  as  far 
as  my  observation  extended,  both  officers  and  men  behaved  well, 
^^lajor  Holiday,  Adjutant  Walton,  Captain  (lalliday,  and  SergeanV 
Major  Baldwin  w'ere  particularly  brought  under  my  notice.  Captain 
Galliday  was  the  only  captain  in  the  regiment  on  the  occasion.  The 
firing  did  not  cease  until  about  nitte  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  it  gradually 
died  away,  the  enemy  finally  withdrawing.  The  loss  of  the  regiment 
in  this  engagement  was  four  killed  and  twenty-nine  wounded.  The 
strength  of  the  regiment,  as  ascertained  a  short  time  before  going 
into  the  engagement,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  rank  and  file* 

The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Richmond  is  five  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  NEFF, 
Cofonr/  Thirty-third    Virginia  Infantry. 
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REPORT   OF    CAPTAIN   VERMILLION,   OF    THE    FORTY- 
EIGHTH  REGIMEifT  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS. 

Camp  Near  Liberty  Mills,  Tuesday ^  July  22,  1862. 

The  regiment  was  first  ordered  to  the  scene  of  action  Friday,  the 
27th  ultimo.  Marched  in  line  of  battle  where  the  enen^  made  hn 
first  stand,  when  the  brigade  was  halted,  and  lay  in.  line  of  battle  till 
morning.  In  our  advance  to  this  point,  four  men  were  wounded 
(slightly)  in  the  regiment.  The  command  remained  near  this  field 
till  Monday  morning,  when  it  again  took  up  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy — 
camping  Monday  night  near  White  Oak  Station.  Tuesday,  the  regi- 
mtjnt,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  formed  a  supporting 
line  in  rear  of  the  first  brigade,  and  thus  spent  most  of  the  day  near 
the  battle-field.  About  dark,  it  was  ordered  to  the  field,  where  it 
spent  the  night.  The  enemy's  bombs  were  a  great  annoyance  this  day, 
and  wounded  (slightly)  one  captain  and  two  privates  in  the  regiment. 
These  are  the  positions  taken  by  the  forty-eightb  regiment  in  the 
battles  in  front  of  Richmond. 

JOHN  M.  VERMILLION, 
Captain,  commanding  Farty-EigfUh  Regiment  Virginia  Fob. 
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CAPTAIN   MOSELT^S    REPORT   OP  THE    TWENTT-FIRST 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT.         ♦ 

Camp  Near  GoRDONSViLLEy  Jtdy  24,  1862. 

R.  N.  WiMOM, 

A,  A.  General  Second  Brigade^  V,  D.; 

The  above-named  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Major  Mosely, 
was  held  in  reserve  the  most  of  the  27th  of  Jane»  and  about  sunset 
was  ordered  to  advance.  When  it  arrived  at  Cold  Harbor,  it  spent 
the  night  on  its  arms.  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  28th  and  29th, 
it  spent  near  Gold  Har])or,  in  a  state  of  inactivity.  On  Monday,  the 
30th,  it  crossed  over  the  Ghickahominy,  and  spent  the  night  in  the 
neighborhood  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  in  camp.  Tuesday,  Ist  July,  i# 
spent  mostly  on  the  road,  thence  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  at  sunset,  it 
formed  the  lino  of  battle  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  near 
the  last  named  place,  where  it  remained,  under  a  heavy  shelling,  until 
dark,  when  it  moved  by  its  left  flank,  and  spent  the  night  on  the 
roadside,  just  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill,  on  its  arms.  The  next  day, 
July  2d,  spent  in  camp,  at  Low  Swamp  Church ;  and  op  Thursday, 
the  Sd,  it  retra<!ed  its  footsteps,  and  eamped  near  White  Oak  Swamp 
that  night.  Friday,  the  4th,  it  was  ordered  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Westover,  where  it  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  all  the  rest  of  the 
day  and  took  up  camp  in  the  woods  on  its  left,  where  it  remained 
till  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  7th,  when  it  moved  forward  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  spent  the  day  in  line  of  battle,  on  picket. 
That  evening  it  fell  back  several  miles,  and  camped  for  the  night. 
Tuesday,  the  8th,  it  marched  to  a  piece  of  woods  several  miles  west 
of  White  Oak  Swamp,  at  which  place  it  staid  one  day,  and  then 
directed  itself  towards  Richmond,  at  which  place  it  arrived  10th  July. 

WM.  P.  MOSELY, 
Capiainy  commanding  TwerHy-First  Virginia  Regiment. 
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heport  of  colonel  bailor. 


HSADQUAKTBRS  FiFTH  ReGIMRMT  VlRGlNfA  InFANTRT,  > 

July  9,  1662.  ( 

Captain  :  I  have  the  hoaor  to  report  chat,  on  the  afternoon  of  Fri- 
day the  27th  ultimo,  in  obedienco  to  orders  of  Brigadier  General 
Winder,  I  prepared  my  regiment  for  immediate  action. 

It  vras  marching  left  in  front,  and,  in  the  rapid  movement  forward, 
was  partly  cut  in  two  by  the  second  brigade,  which  created  some  con^ 
fusion  in  the  right  companies,  and  resulted  in  depriving  me  of  some 
of  my  best  men,  who  in  the  confusion  and  rapid  movements,  lost  their 
^ay  and  nere  unable  to  join  me  during -the  battle.  I  am  happy,  how* 
ever,  to  state  that  some  of  those  who,  were  thus  cut  off,  joined  them- 
selves to  other  regiments  and  no  doubt  did  their  duty  as  soldiers  of  the 
first  brigade. 

On  arriving  at  or  near  the  "  tavern,"  I,  with  the  second  Virginia, 
was  ordered  to  support  several  batteries  that  were  being  placed  in 
position  just  to  the  front  of  it,  which  order  I  promptly  executed,  mov* 
ing  my  regiment  to  the  support  of  the  left  battery,  leaving  the  right 
for  the  second  regiment.  This  disposition  had  hardly  been  made 
before  the  news  came  ( I  don't  no  how )  *^  they  are  driving  our  men 
back  ;"  and  now  Brigadier  G*eneral  Winder  ordered  the  brigade  for- 
ward, then  placing  my  regiment  on  the  left  and  the  second  regiment 
immediately  on  its  right,  the  movement  was  made  at  a  I'apid  pace 
through  swamps  and  bogs  and  thick  undergrowth  which  made  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  keep  the  proper  alignment.  From  the  moment 
of  my  being  placed  in  position  to  support  the  battery,  the  shells  from 
tho  enemy's  batteries  fell  around  us  thick  and  fast,  and  yet  my  men, 
like  veterans,  pressed  on  to  the  front  with  a  spirit  and  determination 
which  afterwards  contributed*to  the  complete  success  of  cur  General's 
nndertaking.  After  emerging  from  the  woods,  there  was  an  open  and 
almost  naked  field,  ascending  by  a  regular  inclined  plain  for  almost 
one  thousand  yards  to  the  top  of  McGee's  hill,  on  which  the  enemy 
was  posted  in  strong  force,  both  of  artillery  and  infantry.  Being 
ordered  to  charge,  in  connection  with  the  entire  brigade,  and  to  keep 
my  right  resting  upon  the  left  of  the  second  regiment,  I  found  great 
difficulty  in  doing  so  from  the  constant  obliquing  of  the  brigade  to 
the  right.  It  was  now  dusk,  and  I  could  hardly  see  the  left  of  the 
second ;  but  I  urged  my  men  forward,  being  guided  by  the  cheering 
more  than  by  the  sight  of  that  ret^iment. 

l^he  charge  was  executed  in  gallant  style  and  at  a  double-quick, 
until  I  arrived  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  top  of  the 
hill,  when  I  ordered  a  halt,  seeing  that  the  second  regiment  had  halted, 
closed  up  the  regiment,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  the  enemy.  By  this 
time  I  found  that  my  regiment  had  becoqie  separated  a  considerable 
distance  Irom  the  second  regiment,  and  discovered  a  regiment  lying 


ckMfA  baivceii  tfae  Ivo,  s^meirhAt  to  tibe  rear.  My  ririrt  btd  r«&  ovmp 
part  of  this  regiment  in  the  charge,  and  I  am  informed  ihatpreyievBly 
mj  left  had  done  the  same  thing  lor  another  regiment  which  was  lying 
down  and  in  its  way.  Whilst  my  regiment  was  engaged  in  action  ta 
the  froat^  I  ascertained  that  the  regiment  lying  down  between  mine 
and  the  aeeond  regiment,  was  the  tbirty*eighth  Georgia.  Upon  a8kinj| 
for  liB  Colonel,  I  was  informed  that  all  of  its  field  officers  were  wounded 
and  that  Captain  Lawton,  A.  A.  Qeneral  and  chief  of  Brigadier  Gfen- 
aral  Lawtoo's  stalf,  was  controlling  it.  Ho  replied  that  it  had  no  am* 
monition.  I  enqnired  if  he  had  bayonets,  and  whether  he  would  fill 
up  the  space  between  me  and  the  second  regiment  in  the  charge.  He 
replied  that  he  would,  and  I  t«k^  pleasure  in  Btating  that,  npon  my 
giving  the  order  t.o  charge,  he  moved  np  in  fine  style,  and  assisted  in 
holding  the  hill  during  the  night. 

The  whole  line  in  this  last  and  successful  charge  obliqued  to  the 
right,  and  the  right  of  my  regiment  obliqued  the  road  in  which  it.cap- 
turned  two  Parrott  pieces  in  battery,  which,  from  their  heated  eoadi- 
tion,  had  evidently  been  used  very  freely  and  with  terrible  effect  upon 
ear  forces.  The  enemy  retired  slowly,  and,  to  the  beet  of  my  knowk 
edge,  did  not*  abandon  the  pieces  and  their  position  until  our  line  had. 
approached  to  within  seventy-five  yards  of  his 

Not  stopping  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  I   moved  forward  to  a  fenea 

tome- fifty  y cords  to  the  front  and  placed  the  regiment  b^tnd  it,nearly> 

in  line  with  tne  balance  of  the  brigade.     Whilst   there,    a  battery  of 

ours,  on  our  left,  fired  a  discharge  of  canister,   which   enfiladed  my 

entire  line,  but  providentially  hurt  no  one.     I  speak  it  to  the  praise 

of  my  regiment,  that  whilst   this  discharge  cut  all  around  them,  it 

showed  no  symptoms  of  alarm,  but  remained  steady  and  firm  until 

one  of  the  privates  gave  notice  to  the  battery  that  we  were  fricadi4. 

Under  orders,  I  afterwards  moved  further  forward,  and  subsequently 

withdrew  with  the  whole  line  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  threw  out 

pickets  some  distance  to  the  front.     I  immediately  called  for  company. 

L  to  man  the  two  pieces  captured,  but  ascertained  that  Captain  Burka 

tad  First  Lieutenant  Swope,  and  nine  men   were  wounded — leaving 

<mly  one  officer  and  nine  men  unhurt.  I  ordered  him  to  take  command 

of  one  of  the  pieces  and  load  it  with  canister,  but  he  ascertained  that 

the  enemy  had  used  every  charge  but  two,  one  of  which  was  found  in 

the  limber  box,  the  other  reverted  in  one  of  the  guns     I  reported 

these  facts  to  General  Winder.     My  men  got  but  little  repose,  as  we 

bad  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  intended  to  attack  aa 

taring  the  night.    I  found  several  wounded  North   Garolinans  near 

the  top  of  the  hill,  from  which  I   inferred  that  the  hill  bad  been  in 

oar  posfiession  and  retaken  by  the  enemy  prior  to  our  coming  forward* 

I  afterwards  ascertained  that  my  inference  was  correct.     I  sent'  out 

toiaila,  as  early  as  practieabie,  toiake  care  of  my  wounded  and  tobnry 

the  dead. 

/I  cannot  undertake  to  mentton  the  conduct  of  all  tfae  offioeis.    All 

^:theif  duty.    Capti||n  Wm.  H.  Randolph  was  killed  by  my  aide, 

|^ygit\g  his  men  on  to  the  charge.     A  braver  officer  never  poured  oul 

m  Unsd  iar  his  eonntry.    C^>tain  f  leteher  and  Capteia  BiMrfcp  were 
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voanded  and  disabled  whilst  in  the  fearless  ^discharge  of  their  da^. 
Lieutenant  Swope,  Lieutenant  Rieser,  and  Lieutenant  Brown,  and 
others,  were  also  wounded  in  the  midst  of  the  fight,  whilst  the  offi- 
cers who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  unhurt,  did  everything  that 
brave  men  could  do  and  were  foremost  in  the  strife.     Lieutenant 
McRamey,  after  fighting  bravely  through  the  battle,  was  wounded  by 
the   accidental  discharge  of  a   musket.     Lieutenant   Colonel   Fane 
again  proved  himself  efficient,  cool,  and  brave,  doing  all  that  an  offi* 
cer  cottld^do  tfwards  the  achievement  which  blessed'our  brigade  with 
a  glorious  triumph.     Captain  Roberts,  acting  major,  managed   the 
leji  of  the  regiment  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  and  behaved  with 
intrepidity  and  daring  throughout  the  entire  engagement.     Whilst  I 
feel  unable  to  do  justice  to  the  officers,  I  find  it  impossible  to  give 
too  much  praise  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who, 
without^ the  hope  of  praise  or  the  incentives  of  promotion  behaved 
like  heroes  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.     Their  reward  will, 
I  trust,  soon  be  realized  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  liberty  for 
which  they  have   so  cheerfully  and  nobly  struggled.     I  feel  it  but 
tight  to  mention  Mr.  S.  H.  Bell  and  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Hunter,  citiaens  of 
Augusta  county,'for  their  prompt  and  humane  efforts  in  attending  to 
and  removing  the  wounded  and  burying  the  dead.     The  list  of  oaaual- 
ties  hereto  appended,  is,  thanks  to   a  protecting  Providence,   small 
owing  to  the  interposition  of  the  darkness  of  night  a^d   the  over- 
shooting of  the  enemy. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of  July,  by  order  of  General  Winder,  I 
had  placed  my  regiment  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  battle-field.  I 
had  scarcely  gotten  into  position  before  a  Parrott  shell  wounded  Oap« 
tain  iFletcher.  This  gallant  young  officer  had,  on  so  many  occasions, 
proved  himself  so  brave  as  to  be  the  idol  of  his  company,  and  of  the 
entire  regiment.  His  last  words  on  the  field  were  words  of  enconr- 
agement  to  his  men.  General  Winder  ordered  me  to  move  back  some 
distance  and  out  of  the  range  ef  the  guns.  I  had  hardly  executed  the 
order  before  another  shell  exploded  in  the  line,  killing  one  and 
wounding  four  privates.  The  brigade  was  then  move^  still  further 
back.  I  obtained  permission  of  General  Winder  to  g^  to  the  rear  to 
look  after  my  wounded,  and  whilst  there  was  informed  that  the  brig- 
ade was  moving  to  the  front.  With  difficulty  I  reached  the  head  of 
my  regiment,  just  as  it  filed  to  the  right  into  the  woods.  The  blocked 
up  condition  of  the  roads  compelled  the  regiment  to  move  in  single 
file,  which  scattered  it  very  much.  Having  received  no  orders,  I 
followed  the  regiment  across  a  corn-field,  until  I  arrived  at  a  wood 
and  found  it  posted  in  a  ravine,  which  seemed  to  be  providentially 
placed  in  our  way  as  a  breastwork  against  the  terrifi<t  shower  of 
shell  and  grape.  I  soon  after  met  Colonel  Botts,  who  in- 
formed me  that  he  hud  lost  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  After  re- 
maining in  this  perilous  situation,  in  which  our  men  were  unable  to 
do  any  good,  and  were  in  very  great  danger,  and  finding  it  impossible 
to  join  the  rest  of  the  brigade.  Colonel  Botts  § nd  I,  on  consultation, 
determined  to  fall  back  to  the  road,  which  we  succeeded  in  doing,  with 
but  a  few  wounded.     I  gathered  the  scattered  men  of  the  brigade, 
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asaisted  by  Colonel  Botts,  and  moved  along  the  road  until  I  receired 
orders  to  halt  and  rest.  *  It  is  a  great  source  of  regret  to  me  and  my 
regiment  that  we  were  unable  to  be  with  our  old  companions  and 
where  we  could  have  rendered  them  some  assistance.  As  it  was,  we 
were  almost  as  much  exposed. 

A  list  of  th,e  casualties  of  this  day  is  also  appended. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  rery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  senrant, 

WM.  8.  H.  BAYLOE, 
CoUmd  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  H.  P.  JONSa 


Headquarters  Artillsrt  BArr*Limf«      ) 
Near  Redoubt  fl,  Jolj  %5.  486S.  S 

Captain  A.  D.  Pi&ndlbton, 

A.  A.  Gptercly  Reserve  Artillery : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  b;  this  battalion  of  the  Reserve  Artillery,  in  the  late  en'gage- 
ments  before  Richmond : 

Having  been  assigned^  with  the  batteries  of  Oaptatns  Rhett, 
Clark,  and  Peyton  (that  of  the  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Fry  in  the  absence  of  the  captain  who  is  sick,)  totaet  as  reserve  to 
General  D.  H.  HilPs  divivion,  we  left  onr  camp  on  the  Williamsburg 
road  on  the  night  of  Wednesday  35th  ultimo,  with  the  other  batterkf 
of  the  division,  marching  in  the  direction  of  Mecbanicsville. 

Captain  Rhett  had  previously  been  ordered  to  report  for  da^  with 
General  Ripley's  brigade,  and  with  it  about  four,  P.  M.,*of  Thursday, 
crossed  the  Chickahominy  in  advance  of  other  troops  of  the  division. 
He  experienced  some  difficulty  in  crossing,  onaceountof  the  destmc* 
tion  of  the  bridges  over  the  stream  by  the  enemy.  He  succeeded, 
with  the  help  of  the  pioneer  corps,  in  rendering  the  bridge  passable^ 
and  crossed  with  his  battery  and  engaged,  in  a  very  spirited  manner, 
the  enemy's  batteries,  which  he  continued  to  do,  changing  his  posi- 
tion whenever  he  found  that  the  enemy  had  his  range,  until  ordereil 
to  cease  firing,  about  nine  P.  M.  In  this  engagement  he  suffered 
from  a  cross  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  had  eleven  men  and  six  horses 
wounded.  As  soon  as  the  passage  was  opened,  I  crossed  with  the  two 
remaining  batteries,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Mechanics- 
ville. 

The  next  morning,  we  were  awakened  by  a  few  shdts  of  the  eoemy. 
which  passed  over  os  without  doing  any  damage.  Receiving  sa  ^^itt 
to  carry  a  battery  to  the  top  of  the  hill  in  rear,  and  protected  by  one 
of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  I  ordered  Captain  Clark  to  this  pesition. 
Here,  with  other  batteries  of  the  division,  he  fired  several  rounds  at 
the  earthworks  of  the  enemy,  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  ravine  in  front 
of  us,  but  received  no  reply.  The  division  then  took  up  the  line  of 
march,  with  the  reserve  batteries  in  the  rear.  The  line  was  halted  at 
Cold  Harbor,  and  Captain  Rhett's  battery  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
support  Captain  Bondurant's  battery,  which  was  actively  engaged 
with  a  battery  of  the  enemy.  I  also  ordered  Captain  Cfark  Mid  Lieu- 
tenant Fry  to  bring  their  batteries  up  in  easy  supporting  distance, 
sheltering  them  as  much  as  possible  from  the  fire  t>f  the  enemy,  which 
enfiladed  the  road,  by  placing  them  in  a  ravine  to  the  left  of  the  road. 
Subsequently,  I  ordered  the  two  reserve  batteries  on  the  right  of  the 
line.  Captain  Rhett  retaining  his  position,  but,  by  anew  dispositioD 
of  the  forces,  being  on  the  left*    This  new  disposition  of  tiie  line  en- 
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%Med  the  bttteries  ^  opea  on  the  eoemj,  lerhlcb  they  could  not  do  be* 
fbre,  owing  to  our  troops  being  between  the  enemy's  and  oar  batte- 
ries. Captain  Clark  and  Lieutenant  Frj  were  still  held  in  reserve  to 
support  the  attack  of  the  infantry,  and  here  they  were  exposed  to  an 
ai^inoying  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was  to  our  left  and  front. 
Ciqptain  Rhett%  with  other  batteries  of  the  division  engaged  the  en- 
emy's battery  and  soon  succeeded  in  silencing  it.  In  this  he  had  two 
9ien  and  one  horse  killed  and  thrde  wounded.  We  again  bivouacked 
for  the  night  in  the  position  we  had  fought  in. 

At  three,  A.  M.,  of  Saturday,  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
a  position  at  Dr.  Gaines'  houBe,  where  we  remained,  expecting  the 
enemy's  batteries  to  open  upon  us  until  twelve  M.,  when  we  went  for- 
ward and  took  position  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  approach  to  Grape- 
vine Bridge.  Here  we  remained  until  two,  A.  M  ,  Monday  morn- 
ing, when  we  commenced  to  cross  the  stream — the  bridge  over  which 
had  been  desUoyed  by  the  enemy,  and  had  to  be  reconstructed  by  our 


We  eontinned  the  pursuit  of  the\  enemy  until  about  twelve  or  one  . 
o'clock  in  the  day,  when  we  came  up  with  him  at  White  Oak  Swamp. 
Here  be  occupied  a  position  on  the  hill  oposite,  with  twelve  pieces 
in  sight. 

AU  the  b^teries  of  the  division  were  ordered  to  the  front,  and  en- 

glged  the  enemy,  forcing  him  to  change  his  position  in  a  very  short 
me,  which  he  did,  leaving  three  of  his  guns  disabled  on  the  field. 
Taking  up  a  position  to  tbo  right  of  his  former  one,  and  having  other 
(lotteries  there,  he  again  opened  on  us,  and  the  firing  continued  ob- 
stinately, with  slight  intermissions,  until  night. 

In  this  position,  the  batteries  of  my  battalion  wore  more  exposed, 
im  account  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  consequently  suffered 
more  than  others.  I  should  mention  that  Colonel  Cratchfield  was  in 
4HHnmand  on  this  occasion. 

Captain  Rhett  lost  two  men  killed  and  two  wounded ;  also  one 
liorse  killed  and  two  wounded.  In  the  three  engagements,  he  ex- 
pended •thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  rounds. 

Captain  Clark  lost  one  man  killed  and  five,  wounded;  two  wheels 
were  seriously  damaged. 

Captain  Clark,  at  Mechanicsville  and  White  Oak  Swamp,  expended 
throe  hundred  and  ninety-two  rounds. 

Lieutenant  Fry  had  two  men  wounded  and  three  horses  killed,  and 
fired  three  hundred  and  ninety  rounds  of  ammunition. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  Ist  instant,  we  were  ordered  back  to 
S^ven  Fines  to  refit,  where  we  remained  until  Thursday,  the  Sd» 
when  we  again  joined  the  division  below  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  re- 
iamed  with  it  to  our  camp  on  the  Williamsburg  road  on  Thursday, 
10th  instant. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  report  that  Captain  Rhett's  battery  was  in 
three  engagements,  and  the  other  two,  although  in  but  one,  were  still 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  on  another  occasion. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  both  oflScers 
mmA  men  of  the  battalion ;  not  only  their  gallantry  in  the  field,  but 
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ihe  oheerfal  spirit  with  which  tihejr  endured  die  haiddups  of  die  etani- 
fal  wftT.  As  ft  proof  of  the  heroic  and  dutiful  spirit  of  the  nm  I 
cite,  with  pride,  the  fiMst,  during  the  whole  timCi  there  was  not  asinglo 
straggler  from  the  ranks<i 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,.respeetfbn^. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  JONES, 
Jfiffor,  cofMi^anding  BttUkn, 
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KKPORT  OF  MAJOR  HEKRY  LAW.  . 

Gamf  Near  Liberty  Mills,  ViRGnfiA,  >  * 
Jfdy  S3,  1868.      \ 

R.  N.,Ww^oN, 

.*  AsHstarU  Adjviant  General: 
'*• 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  and  in  absence  oF  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Wm.  Martin,  who  was  in  cofiimand  of  the  re^riment  at  that  time,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  forty-second  regiment 
Virginia  yolnnteers,  in  the  recent  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  com- 
mencing the  26th  Jane.  Early  on  Friday  morning,  the  S7th,  heavy 
firing  was  heard  in  fronts  which  gradually  receded  down  the  Chicka-  • 
hominy  river,  on  the  north  side,  until  late  in  the  evening.  The  sec- 
ond brigade,  to  which  this  regiment  is  attached,  was  in  the  rear,  and 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  was  ordered  up. . 
After  being  marched  some  two  miles  very  rapidly,  it  came  up  where 
the  battle  seemed  to  be  raging  the  fiercest.  The  regiment  was  imme- 
diately formed  in  line  of  battle  and  marched  across  a  field  on  the 
right,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  Just  as  the  regiment  came  up* 
the  enemy,  which  was  occupying  a  strong  position  in  a  piece  of 
woods,  immediately  in  our  front,  gave  way,  leaving  many  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field  and  in  the  woods.  The  regiment  was  then 
marched  across  the  woods,  and,  in  its  march,  captured  thirty  or  forty 
prisoners,  mostly  unhurt,  who  had  secreted  themselves  in  the  thick 
brush  and  felled  timber.  The  regiment  was  then  halted  in  line  of 
battle  and  laid  upon  its  arms  during  the  night  on  the  battle-field. 
Non«  of  the  regiment  were  hurt. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  38th,  the  regiioent  was  marched  down  . 
the  road,  passing  Camp  Lincoln,  and  was  advanced  towards  the  bridge 
crossing  Chickahominy  river.  ^  The  regiment  was  again  ordered  back, 
and  ordered  to  the  forks  of  the  road  at  a  mill  to  the  left  of  Chicka«  - 
hominy  bridge,  where  the  regiment  remained  during  the  day,  and  \ 
captured  three  prisoners,  ooe  of  which  was  wounded.     At  night  the 
regiment  was  marched  back  to  camp;   and  again,  on  the  29th,  re- 
turned to  the  same  post,  where  it  remained  until  about  noon,  when  it 
was  ordered  across  the  Chickahominy  river,  crossing  the  bridge  \and 
taking  the  road  by  the  way  of  Savages*  Station.     Nothing  worthy  of ' 
note  occurred  until  Tuesday  evening,  July   1st.   when  heavy  firing 
was  again  heard  immediately  in  front,  when  the  regiment,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered  up  and 
took  position  in  the  woods,  near  Malvern  Hill,  where  numerous  shell 
were  thrown  by  the  enemy,  but  did  the  regiment  no  damage.     After 
remaining  at  this  point  some  time,  the  regiment  was  ordered  along . 
the  road,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  battle,  but  before  it  reached  the 
field  the  battle  had  nearly  ceased,  when  it  was  ordered  to  hold  the 
field;  in  conjunction  with  other  regiments,  which  it  did,  tying  on  its . 
arms  daring  the  night. 

Digitized  by  VjiOOQIC 


696 

The  next  morning,  the  regiment  wm  ordered  back  to  e»mp,  near  a 
church.     After  this,  nothing  worthy  of  special  note  occurred. 

Respectfolly  submitted, 

HBNBT  LAW, 
Maj<^  cammaniing  ngimeni. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEIGH  OP  FIRST  VIRGINIA  BAT- 

TAUON. 

Hbadq-rs  FmsT  Yiroinia  Battauon,  P.  A.»  G.  S.,  > 
Camp^near  lAberty  Mitts,  My  S3,  186S.      S 
Captain  R.  N.  Wilson, 

A.  A.  Oenerat,  Siamd  Brigade^  V.  D. 

Captain  :  la  obedience  to  an  order  to.  that  effect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  male  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battalion  in 
the  recent  operations  near  Richmond  : 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  27th  of  June,  the  battalion  was  en- 
champed  along  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  at  a  point  on  the  Meadow 
Bridge  road,  in  Hanover  county,  about  twelve  miles  from  Richmond. 
About  sunrise  ^e  were  aroused  by  the  sound  of  cannon  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Gold  Harbor,  and  immediately  marched  towards  it.  After 
numerous  and  long  halts,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field, 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  were  ordered  forward  into  ac- 
tion. As  the  brigade  hastened  onward.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunnings 
ham,  who  was  then  in  command  of  it,  ordered  it  to  move  forward  at 
double-quick  time.  But  this  order  was  not  communicated  to  me,  and 
as  the  battalion  was  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  and  the  route  lay  across^ 
several  marshy  streams  and  through  a  body  of 'woods,  I  did  not  per- 
ceive that  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  rapidly  separating  itself  from 
us.  On  emerging  from  the  woods,  I  was,  therefore,  surprised  to  find 
that  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  out  of  sight.  At  this  juncture,  an 
orderly,  Mr.  Price,  came  with  orders  to  guide  us  to  the  brigade ;  but 
it  had  moved  so  rapidly  that  he  was  himself  tinable  to  find  it.  Send- 
ing Mr.  Price  to  seek  for  the  brigade,  I  continued  to  lead  the  battal- 
ion forward,  and,  after  proceeding  a  short  distance,  met  Mr.  Samuel  < 
I).  Mitchell,  who  was  then  acting  as  aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Gene-* 
ral  Winder,  and  had  orders  to  conduct  the  brigade  to  a  position  in. 
rear  of  that  occupied  by  the  first  brigade.  Mr.  Mitchell  went  on  in 
search  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  and  I  thought  it  best  to 
carry  the  battalion  at  once  to  the  position  assigned  to  the  brigade. 

Upon  our  coming  up  to  the  first  brigade.  General  Winder  ordered^ 
me  to  form  the  battalion  in  line  of  battle  a  few  paces  in  rear  of  the^ 
first  brigade.     We  remained  there,  under  quite  a  severe  artillery  fire,, 
until  about  half- past  seven  o'clock,  when  General  Winder  ordered  the 
first  brigade,  the  battalion,  and  several  other  regiments,  to  form  in 
line  of  battle  and  move  forward  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front  of  us. 
The  battalion  occupied  the  centre  of  the  line.     We  advanced  in  this, 
manner  across  one  or  two  small  swamps,  through  some  wooded  land,, 
and  over  some  open  fields,  driving  the  enemy  before  us  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another,  until  we  approached  a  body  of  woods  beyond  the* 
house  subsequently  occupied  by  General  Winder  as  his  headquarters. 
By  this  time  it  had  become  quite  dark,  and  for  this  reason,  I  presume. 
General  Winder  ordered  us  to  halt.  Digitized  by  GooqIc 
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jQSt  mentioned.  We  lay  there  npon  our  arms  all  night,  in  the  midst 
of  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded.  Daring  the  charge,  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  was,  at  times,  quite  seyere  ;  and,  at  one  point,  three  of 
the  men  in  the  battalion  were  wounded  within  a  few  moments  of  each 
other.  They  were:  First  Sergeant  Everett  and  fourth  Sergeant 
McFarland,  of  company  A,  and  private  Lewis  Beckman,  of  company 
G.  Sergeant  Everett  was  shot  through  the  bladder,  and  hag  since 
died.  He  was  an  old  soldier,  although  not  an  old  man,  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  his  duties,  and  uniformly  diligent  in  the  discharge  of 
them.  I  believe  he  has  left  no  braver  and  no  better  soldier  behind 
him.     His  loss  is  irreparable  to  his  company. 

On  Saturday,  the  28th  of  Juno,  the  battalion  rejoined  the  brigade, 
and  remained  with  it  at  Gold  Harbor  all  day. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  June,, Brigadier  General  Jones  assumed 
the  command  of  the  brigade.  We  marched  to  the  bridge  across  the 
Chickahominy,  but  it  was  not  in  a  condition  to  enable  us  to  pass,  and 
we  returned  to  our  camping  ground- of  the  previous  day* 

On  Monday,  the  SOth  of  June,  the  brigade  crossed  the  Ghicka- 
hominy,  and  proceeded  to  a  point  near  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  in 
Henrico* county,  where  it  halted  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  July,  the  brigade  crossed  the  White  Oak 
Swamp  and  proceeded  towards  Malvern  Hill.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  day,  a  heavy  cannonade  to  the  front  announced  to  us  the  conflict 
n^hich  was  then  in  progress.  A  little  after  five  o^clock  we  were 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  about  one  hundred  paces  in  rear  of  the 
first  brigade,  in  a  body  of  woods  beyond  a  church,  of  which  I  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain  the  name.  Whilst  we  were  in  these  woods, 
a  number  of  the  enemy's  shell  exploded  near  us,  and  we  shifted  our 
position  several  times  to  get  out  of  their  exact  range.  About  sunset 
we  were  ordered  forward.  We  marched  slowly  down  the  road,  under 
a  terrific  fire  (rom  a  battery  which  perfectly  commanded  it,  and  which 
threw  its  shells  with  great  accuracy.  Some  confusion  occurred 
amongst  the  troops  in  front  of  us,  and  we  were  kept  marching  and 
counter*marching  along  the  road  in  question  for  several  hours.  Fi- 
nally, we  proceeded  across  a  small  stream  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  and 
remained  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  until  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 

Brigadier  General  Jones  was  disabled  early  in  the  night  by  a  coo- 
tusion  on  the  knee  from  a  piece  of  a  shell,  and  Lieutenant  Golonel 
Gunningham  commanded  the  brigade  during  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  Notwithstanding  the  terrible  fire  to  which  we  were  so  long 
exposed,  no  one  in  the  battalion  was  injured  on  this  occasion. 

On  Wednesday,  th^  Snd  of  July,  we  encamped  near  the  church  I 
.have  ^mentioned. 

'On  Thursday,  the  Srd  of  July,  we  shifted  our  camp  to  a  point  a 
mile  or  two  distant,  on  the  road  to  the  Long  Bridge. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  of  July,  we  marched  to  an  open  field,  near  the 
enemy's  encampment  at  Westover.     We  lay  In  this  field  in  line  of 
battle  till  the  evening,  and  then  encamped  in  a  neighboring  body  of 
*  woods. 
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On  Sfttifdaj,  the  5th,  and  Sunday,  the  6th  of  July,  we  laid  in  eamp. 

On  Mondajy  the  7th  of  July,  the  brigade,  along  with  other  troops, 
reliered  Oeneral  Whiting^s  division  as  advanced  gnard.  We  laid  en 
picket  near  the  enemy's  lines  until  evening,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
move  back  a  short  distance  to  the  rear. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th,  Wednesday,  the  9th,  and  Thursday,  the  10th 
of  Jaly,  we  marched  back  towards  Richmond,  and,  on  the  last  named- 
day,  we  encamped  at  a  point  near  that  at  whi^h  the  Mechanicsville 
tnrnpike  crosses  the  Chickahominy  river. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  taking  the  occasion  to  bear 
my  testimony  to  the  courage  and  fortitude  with  'whi($h  the  officers  and 
men  met  and  endured  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  memorable 
days  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  LEIGH, 
Cajdain.  commanding  the  JButialian 
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REPORT    OP  MAJOR  BEVY  OF  FOURTH  GBOROIA  BAT- 

TALION, 

Gamp  near  Magrudbr'8  Mills,  ViRGiNiA,  > 
July  27,  1868.     \ 

Captain  Edward  W.  Hull, 

.    Asssistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor,  respectfally,  to  make,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Brigadier  Greneral  commanding,  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  fourth  battalion  Georgia  TolunteerSyiR  the  actioa 
.  before  Richmond,  on  the  S7th  June  :  j   .  ■ 

The  battalion  did  not  get  into  action  until  about  five  o^clock,  P.  M. 
We  were  then  ordered  through  a  piece  of  woods,  and  while  goiog 
through,  were  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  as  well  as  muskctrj, 
from  the  enemy.  On  emerging  from  the  woods  we  found  near  us  sev- 
eral regiments  of  Confederate  troops,  and  here  halted,  as  there  vm 
no  General  officer  present,  we  having  become  separated  froin  oar  bri- 
gade in  coming  through  the  woods.  While  waiting  here,  a  regin3"cnt 
of  the  enemy  which  proved  to  be  the  third  New  Jersey,  emerged  from 
the  woods  on  our  right.  Fire  was  immediately  opened  upon  it,  and 
it  fled  precipitately,  and  were  nearly  all  captured  by  some  regiments 
of  our  troops  stationed  to  the  right  of  our  brigade.  Major  Burnejf 
of  the  third  New  Jersey,  and  several  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  here  fell  into  our  hands.  We  remained  at  this  point  some 
time  (probably  half  an  hour)  when  General  Lawton  came  to  us  and 
was  personally  cognizant  of  aflfairs  from -that  time  until  the  firing 
ceased  for  the  night. 

I  would  respectfully  mention  to  the  Brigadier  General  commanding 
the  efficient  aid  rendered  the  field  officers,  by  Adjutant  B.  F.  Keller, 
who  was  at  all  times  at  his  post  regardless  of  danger.  I  would  also 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Brigadier  General  to  the  fact 
that,  after  the  firing  had  ceased  for  the  night,  private  John  W.  Mack, 
company  C,  fourth  battalion  Georgia  volunteers,  while  unarmed,  cap- 
tured in  the  woods  one  lieutenant,  one  sergeant  and  two  privates  of 
the  first  New  Jersey  regiment  all  armed,  disarmed  them,  brought 
them  into  camp  alone,  and  delivered  them  to  his  captain. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  BEVY, 
Major  Fourth  Battalion  Georgia  Voluntee7S. 

P.  S. — I  make  this  report  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stiles,  by  order  of  General  Lawton.  * 

THOMAS  J.  BEVY,  Major. 
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BBPOBT  OP  CAPTAIN   BATTEY  OP  THIRTY-EIGHTH 
GEORGIA  BSGIMBNT. 

Hbadquarters  Thirtt-Eighth  Bbgimeht  Georgia  Vols.,  > 
Camp  near  Gordonsvitley  Jxilj.iTy  \S69.      ) 

Cftptain  Edward  W  Hull, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captaiii  :  Id  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you,  I  hare  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  mj  regiment  bore  in 
the  late  series  of  actions  before  Richmond  : 

Not  being  in  conimand  in  the  commencement  of  the  battle  of  the  ' 
27th  of  Juae,  and  my  attention  being  chiefly  directed  to  my  company, 
I  of  coarse  am  not  able  to  furnish  as  complete  a  statement  of  that 
portion  of  the  engagement  as  I  otherwise  would  have  been. 

At  About  five  o'cloclLy  on  the  evening  of  the  above  mentioned  day, 
the  order  was  passed  down  our  line^  tOi  accelerate  our  pace,  which  my 
regiment  promptly  obeyed,  casting  away  all  articles  which  encumbered 
them;  thus  alternately  marching  and  double-quicking,  wo  entered 
the  battle  field.  Here  we  formed  line  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
oar  right  flank  towards  the  enemy.  We  then  marched  in  column  in 
the  direction  our  right  previously  occupied,  and, by  the  execution  of 
the  movement  forward  into  line,  found  ourselves  in  line  of  battle  face 
to  face  with  the  enemy,  at  the  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards. 
Thna,  we  marched  under  a  most  terrific  fire,  to  within  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  yards  of  a  body  of  four  orfive  thousand  regulars. 
It  was  here  that  our  colonel  and  major  were  wounded,  and  the  com- 
mend devolved  upon  me. 

.  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Captain  Lawton,  I  commanded 
my  men  to  ''Eire  and  load  lying,"  which  order  they  promptly  exe- 
cuted, until  nearly  all  the  cartridges  were  expended.  At  this  critical 
point  of  the  engagement  we  were  directed  by  the  above  mentioned 
oflBcer  to  charge,  he  leading  in  gallant  style.  My  regiment  executed 
the  above  mentioned  command  with  such  good  will  that  they  passed 
completely  through  that  portion  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  them,  and 
carried  a  battery  of  five  pieceis  beyond. 

Our  lose  was  very  severe.;  but  my  command  bore  it  like  veterans, 
and  never,  in  the  entire  engagement,  there  was  the  least  visible  hesita- 
tion amongst  them.  My  officers  and  men  all  behaved  so  well  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  distinguish  those  worthy  of  being  mentioned. 

In  the  action  o^  the  Ist  of  July,  my  regiment  was  not  actively  en- 
gaged ;  but  were,  nevertheless,  exposed  to  a  very  severe  shelling  for 
some  time,  losing;  a  few  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  BATTEY, 
Cuftom,  commanding  Thirty-Exghih  Segiment  ^^VPfhf^* 


REPORT  OP  COLONEL  DOUGLASS. 

Camp  Near  Magruder^s  Mill,  July  SS,  1862. 
Captain  E,  W.  Hull,  A.  A,  G.  : 

Captain:  In  the  battle  fought  below  Richmond  on  the  Ist  instant, 
the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment  participated  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  brigade  was  not  ordered  forward  until  nearly  Buaaet,  and  had 
but  little  chance  to  do  much  fighting.  As  soon  as  ordors  came  to  ad- 
vance, the  Brigadier  General  commanding  at  once  led  us  hi  the  direc- 
tion indicated.  We  were  marched  by  the  right  flank  through  a  strip 
of  woods  and  across  a  field.  While  in  the  field,  the  regiment  was  ex- 
posed to  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  Having  re- 
ceived no  specific  information  as  to  where  the  brigade  should  go,  or 
was  needed,  the  Brigadier  General  was  left  to  judge  from  the  firing 
where  to  carry  his  command.  Halting  the  column  and  requiring  the 
men  to  lie  down,  he  went  forward  to  endeavor  to  gain  the  necessary 
information.  Finding  this  impossible,  and  the  firing  from^  ihe  en- 
emy's batteries  becoming  hotter,  and  from  our  friends  in  ftt>nt  of  us 
weaker,  he  ordered  me  to  move  forward  the  regiment  and  charge  the 
battery  in  front  of  us.  Across  the  fence  and  road,  and  another  fence 
and  into  the  woods  beyond,  the  men  went  with  a  shout.  The  burst- 
ing of  shells  was  so  incessant  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for 
commands  to  be  heard.  Night  had  come  on,  and  no  line  could  be  pre- 
served. We  kept  on,  regulating  our  course  as  best  we  could  by  the  re- 
ports from  the  enemy's  batteries,  of  which  there  were  several,  and 
placed  some  distance  apart.  From  this  cause,  and  not  being  able  to  see 
anything,  not  even  a  creek  in  front  of  us,  or  a  fence  over  which  we  scram- 
bled, the^ regiment  became  very  much  scattered  in  the  woods.  Only  about 
seventy-five  or  one  hundred  succeeded  in  reaching  the  field  in  which 
the  batteries  were  located,  and  these  did  not  arrive  at  the  same  time. 
A  small  number  under  Major  Baker,  who  were  the  first  to  enter  the 
field,,  were  joined  by  a  part  of  the  eighth  Louisiana  regiment,  and 
charged  nearly  to  the  enemy's  lines,  before  reaching  their  furthest 
point  occupied,  their  number  was  increased  by  a  few  more  under  Ad- 
jutant Hill,  who  had  gotten  up  time  enough  to  join  in  the  charge.  They 
were  received  by  a  deadly  volley  of  musketry,  and  also  a  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries.  A  good  many  were  killed  and  wounded ;  among  thef 
latter,  Maj.  Baker,  whilst  behaving  most  gallantly.  Lieut.  B.  L.  Oon- 
ally,  of  company  A,  was  wounded  at  the  same  time,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  acting  with  great  courage.  One  non-commissioned  officer  and  sev- 
eral privates,  in  the  excitement  of  the  charge,  entered  the  enemy's  lines 
and  were  taken  prisoners,  but  afterwards,  when  tha  enemy  retreated, 
escaped  and  returned  to  the  regiment.  After  the  M\  of  Major  Baker, 
the  men  wfire  ordered  to  fall  b^k.  about  fifty  yards;  the  line  was  re« 
formed  by  Adjutant  Hill,  and  soon  orders  were  received  from  Major 
Lewis,  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  for  all  to  fall  back  to  the  crest  of 
the  hill  next  to  the  woods.     Here  I  met  them;  but  it  was  so  dark  that 

man  could  be  identified  five  paces  off.    Here  I  also  met  Brigadier 
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General  Lawton,  wbo  had  gotten  separated  from  us,  and  made  his  way 
to  the  field  by  a  different  route,  and  one  which  we  afterwards  saw  waa 
the  proper  one  to  have  been  taken.  The  balance  of  my  regiment  that 
crossed  the  road  and  entered  the  wood,  did  not,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
succeed  in  finding  their  way  out.  Those  who  had  made  the  charge, 
near  to  the  batteries,  I  found  itermingled  with  fragments  of  other 
regiments^  Virginians,  North  Carolinians  and  Louisianians.  Briga« 
dier  General  Winder  sent  an  order  to  us  to  hold  the  hill  we  occupied 
until  morning,  and  this  was  sanctioned  by  General  Lawton,  who  left 
me  in  command  of  all  present  and  went  back  to  bripg  forward  the 
left  companies  of  my  regiment,  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  who 
had  become  detached  from  us  as  we  passed  through  the  first  strip  of 
woods  we  reached.  The  enemy  kept  up,  for  an  hour  or  two,  an  occa-» 
sional  artillery  fire,  and  then  withdrew,  leaving  their  dead  and'  wounded 
on  the  field. 

I  again  call  attention  to  the  coolness  and  courage  of  Major  Baker 
and  Adjutant  Hill,  and  beg  to  favorably  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant E.  L.  Conally,  of  eompany  A. ;  Captain  W,  W.  Hartsfield, 
Lieutenants  James  Andrews  and  B.  L.  Powell,  of  company  D.  The 
limits  propw  for  this  report  do  not  admit  of  the  mention  ef  all  whom 
I  would  like  to  notice  favorably  for  their  gallantry. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant,  • 

M.  DOUGLASS, 
Colonel  commandifig  BegimmL 
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REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN-   SMITH    OF    TWENTT-SErENTH 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

HeaDQVARTBRB   TwENTr-SGVENTU    RcGIMBNT    YlROIIff A    YOLS.,  > 

July  7,  18W.     J 

Captain  J.  O'Brtkn, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Creneral^  First  Brigade: 

Sir  :  I  reapdctfully  Bubmit  the  following  report  of  the  part  which 
the  twenty-serenth  Virginia  regiment  took  in  the  battles  of  the 
27th  ultimo  and  the  Ist  instant: 

On  the  27th  ultimo  the  regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Grigsby, 
marched  with  the  first  brigade  until  it  approached  the  crest  of  a 
hill  opposite  where  the  battle  was  then  raging  with  tremendous  vio- 
lence. It  was  then  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade.  Its 
position  in  the  line  was  on  the  right  of  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  on  the  left  of  the  thirty-third  Virginia.  The  regiment  here 
numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  men  in  ranks  and  eighteen 
commissioned  officers.  From  the  position  where  we  were  drawn  up, 
we  advanced,  in  line  with  the  brigade,  through  a  dense  thicket  of 
brash  and  timber  until  we  came  into  a  cleared  field,  where  were  still ' 
standing  some  tents  of  the  enemy ;  we  then  changed  the  direction  of 
our  advance  by  a  left  half-wheel,  and  then  we  marched  directly  upon 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  was  throwing  grape  and  shell  profusely. 
This  battery  was  soon  silenced  and  we  marched  to  a  position  beyond 
this  battery.  It  basing  then  quite  dark,  and  the  enemy  completely 
routed^  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  We  then  threw  out  pickets  to  pro- 
tect our  front  and  remained  on  the  field  for  the  night.  My 
regiment  simply  made  a  charge,  without  firing  during  the  engage- 
ment. We  were  ordered  to  use  the  bayonet.  The  enemy  gave  way 
before  us.     I  had  none  killed,  and  but  two  slightly  wounded. 

At  the  battle  of  the  1st  instant,  the  twenty* seventh  regiment  was 
marched  up  the  road  in  column  with  the  brigade  until  it  came  within 
about  a  half  mile  of  the  battle-field,  when  the  whole  brigade  filed  to 
the  right,  into  a  piece  of  woods.  There  my  regiment,  in  a  line  with 
the  brigade,  supported  on  the  right  by  the  thirty-third  Virginia,  and 
on  the  left  by  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  advanced  by  the  right 
flank,  through  the  woods,  then  into  an  open  field,  and  then  again 
through  a  very  dense  forest  of  brush  and  timber,  across  the  main 
road,  to  the  position  assigned  on  the  field.  The  shot  and  shell  feU 
fast  and  thick  on  us  as  we  marched  on,  and,  just  before  reaching  cor 
position  on  the  field,  Colonel  A.  J.  Grigsby,  while  leading  the  regi- 
ment in  his  dauntless  and  fearless  style,  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball, 
inflicting  under  his  left  arm  a  painful,  but  not  dangerous,  wound. 
The  regiment  was  ordered  to  fire^  which  it  did,  and  continued  firing 
for  some  length  of  time,  when  it  was  ordered  to  charge  on  a  battery. 
This  was  attempted,  but  the  regiment  being  much  scattered  and  an- 
supported  by  sufficient  force,  was  compelled  to  desist     The  regiment 
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tliea  rMQined  its  original  pogitioB  on  the  field  and  eontinaed  firing 
nntQ  the  fight  oloeed.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  tide  enngemcntt 
out  of  about  eoTenty  who  went  into  the  fight,  was  one  killed  and  two 
wotndad. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

Colonel  A.  J.  Grigsby,  wounded,  on  the  Ist  instant. 
Company  B— Sergeant  John  Ford,  wounded,  on  the  27th  ultimo.; 
'Michael  Tool,  woilnded,  on  the  Ist  instant. 

Company  H — M.  R.  Hangor,  wounded,  on  the  27tb  ultimo ;  K.  I). 
McClure,  killed,  on  the  1st  instant. 

Reepectfully, 

G.  C.  SMITH, 
CtViain  commanding  Twenty-seventh  B4'.giment  Fo.  Vohmtetrs, 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  WOODIN0. 

Gamp  near  Gordonstille,  Ya.,  July  t4>  1869. 
Brigadier  General  Tauafbrro  : 

General  :  My  battery  marched  from  Port  Republic  to  the  fortifi- 
cations  of  the  enemy  near  Richmond,  with  the  third  brigade,  com- 
manded, in  your  absence,  by  Colonel  Fulkerson.  . 

Ou  Friday  the  27th  June,  we  arrired  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  battle  field  at  Gaines'  Mill,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  Soon  after- 
wards the  infiintry  were  ordered  to  leaye  the  road,  and  advance  by  a 
narrow  path  through  the  woods  in  the  direction  whence  the  firing  pro- 
ceeded. Colonel  Fulkerson  ordered  mo  to  remain  where  I  was,  and, 
if  needed,  he  would  send  for  me.  I  receired  no  order  from  the  colo- 
nel that  eyening ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Warren,  of  the  tenth  regiment,  (Colonel  Fulkerson  hav- 
ing been  mortally  wounded,)  to  bring  my  battery  forward.  This  order 
I  promptly  obeyed.  No  engagement,  however,  was  had  with  the  en- 
emv  by  our  brigade  on  this  day  or  the  day  following. 

On  Monday,  the  SOth,  whilst  on  tKe  march,  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring 
enemy,  I  received  orders  from  Gen.  Hampton,  then  commanding  thebri- 
g^e,  to  hasten  to  the  front  of  the  column  with  my  battery.  I  did 
80,  Mid  engaged  the  enemy  at  White  Oak  Swamp  for  about  five  hours. 

On!Fuesday,  the  1st  July,  early  in  the  morning,  I  received  orders 
from  General  Hampton  u>  send  my  battery  forward  immediately ;  but 
owing  to  the  loss  of  horses  sustained,  and  also  to  the  want  of  ammu- 
nition, (my  supply  having  been  nearly  exhausted  the  day  pj^evious, )  I 
could  only  prepare  a  section  of  my  battery  for  immediate  action. 
This  section  was  sent  forward  to  Malvern  Hill,  under  Lieutenant 
Jones,  where  I  joined  it  and  assumed  command,  as  soon  as  I  had  made 
a  requisition  for  ammunition  for  the  other  guns. 

I  may  here  state  that  I  arrived  on  the  field  before  a  shot  had  been 
fired  &om  either  of  my  guns.  During  this  day  my  command  was  ex- 
posed to  a  terrific  fire  both  from  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery. 
We  remained  upon  the  field  until  the  sun  had  gone  down,  and  onlj 
left  then  because  we  had  exhausted  our  ammunition. 

During  the  engagement  of  Monday,  my  command  generally  be- 
haved well.  The  same  may  be  said  of  their  conduct  on  Tuesday. 
Those  who  form  an  exception  have  already  been  reported  for  publica* 
tion  to  the  world. 

On  Monday,  the  SOth  June,  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Adams  assisted 
me  in  the  command  of  the  battery,  and  discharged  tiieir  duty  well. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Ist  July,  Lieutenant  Jones  alone  aided  me,  Lieut- 
enant Adams  having  been  sent  by  me  to  the  ordnance  train  in  charge 
of  some  caissons.  In  the  two  engagements,  I  had  few  casualties. 
They  are  as  follows : 

Killed— Private  Charles  W.  Gay. 

Wounded — Privates  Rufus  Bennet,  severely  in  thigh ;  W.  L.  Snead, 
painfully  in  foot,,  and  John  B.  Turner,  slightly  in  handt 
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I  make  no  mention  ef  some,  whoee  wounds  were  so  slight  as  not  to 
deserre  the  name.    Seyeral  of  my  battery  horses  were  disabled^  and 
the  horse  of  Lieutenant  Jones  tras  shot  from  under  him. 
Very  respeetfuUy, 

OHORGB  W.  WOODING. 
Cdptein  Danvitte  Artittery. 
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REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BOTTR 

Ueapqu^rterb  Second  Rigiment  Virginia  Vols.,  ) 

July  13,  I86«.     J  . 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  Ihat 
mt  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  Jnne  STth,  from  camp  near  Tofto- 
potomy  creek,  tbe  second  regiment,  under  Colonel  Allen,  was  pot  oo 
tbe  march  and  moved  all  day  towards  the  enemy.  About  five,  the  fire 
of  musketry  being  exceedingly  heavy,  the  regiment  moved  rapidlj 
forward,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  immediately  in  rear  of 
Ball's  old  tavern,  exposed  to  thesh  ells  of  the  enemy.  In  a  few  min- 
utes this  regiment  and  the  fifth  Virginia,  under  Colonel  Baylor,  were 
ordered  a, short  distance  to  the  front  to  support  the  Purcell  battery, 
and  while  in  this  position,  Captain  Burgess,  of  company  F,  second 
regiment,  was  wounded.  Soon  these  regiments  were  moved  to  the 
left,  and  the  whole  brigade,  by  command  of  General  Winder,  was 
^wn  up  in  line  of  battle,  and  ordered  to  charge  a  battery  whoso 
shells  had  for  some  time  been  sweeping  the  field  around  us.  The 
second  regiment  responded  promptly  to  the  call.  The  charge  was  made 
through  a  wood  of  thick  undergrowth,  over  a  marsh,  and  the  men  be- 
came separated;  forming  the  line  again,  the  men  pressed  steadily  for- 
ward leaving  behind,  in  an  open  field,  whole  regiments  which  had 
been  previously  sent  forward*  About  seven,  the  regiment,  nntnber- 
log  about  eighty  men,  reached  a  hill  near  McOee's  hou^e,  and  foaad 
t)ie  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  their  supports  terrible. 

Here  Colonel  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Keeler,  of  company  C,  fell; 
Major  Jones,  Captain  Colston  and  Lieutenant  Kinsey  were  wounded, 
and  several  of  the  men  were  ki^ed  and  wounded. 

!rhe  regiment  being  in  advance,  or  at  least  separated  from  the  brigade, 
and  few  in  numbers,  did  not  advance;  but  gallantly  held  its  positioa. 
General  Winder  soon  coming  up,  and  seeing  the  position,  gave  orders 
to  maintain  the  hill  while  he  brought  up  reinforcements,  which  could 
be  seen  in  our  rear.  Ilurrjing  these  up,  the  line  of  battle  was  again 
formed,  and  the  order  to  charge  was  given  by  General  Winder.  As 
before,  the  regiment  gallantly  answered.  Our  troops  rushed  forward, 
the  enemy  fell  back  in  retreat,  and  late  in  the  evening  the  enemy  had 
fled,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  field,  upon  which,  we  remained 
all  night. 

I  cannot  close  the  report  of  this  day  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Allen,  Major  Jones,  Captain  ColstoOp 
Captain  Burgess,  Lieutenants  Keeler  and  Kinsey,  and,  indeed,  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  regiment. 

On  Saturday,  the  regiment  remained  near  McGee's.  On  Sunday, 
we  were  marched  as  far  as  Grapevine  bridge,  and  returned  aboat 
nightfall  to  our  camp.  Monday,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  and 
ti&e  York  River  railroad,  and  bivouacked  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  and 
moved  Tuesday^  July  Ut,  on  the  Shirley  road,  halting  occasionally 
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ftr  8pme  time.  Heavy  artillery  fire  all  the  while  beahl  in  froAt.  Pms- 
ing  a  chETcb;  we  were  placed  m  a  wood  alnrnt  five,  P.  M*,  to  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  remained  there  over  an  hour.  Some  of  the  regimenti 
of  the  brigade  being  within  reaefa  of  the  sheila  of  the  enemy.  Aboat 
hal&past  six,  the  brigade  was  ordered  from  the  woods  to  the  fimA* 
The  thick  Undergrowth  delayed  the  movements  of  the  second  and  fifth 
ligithents  so  much  that  when  the  left  of  the  second  reached  the  road, 
neither  the  twenty-seventh,  fourth,  or  thirty-tbird  were  in  sight.  The 
road  was  crowded  with  artillery  and  regiments  hastening  fVom  the 
battlefield. 

The  regiment  was  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  the  rOad^ 
mA  Sergeant-major  Burwell  sent  in  advance  to  ascertain  the  route 
taken  by  General  Winder,  and  by  his  exertions  we  followed  in*  bill 
tracks.  Kight  was  rapidlj>^  closing  in.  The  regiment  was  in  the 
woods  to  the  right  of  the  road,  marching  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  their  artillery.  Leaving  the  woodrf 
we  entered  a  field  which  was  swept  by  the  enemy^s  fire.  Here  we  met 
officers  and  men  hastening  to  the  rear,  who  reported  that  all  o\ir  troOpa 
were  in  retreat.  Still  the  regiment  was  pushed  forward  to  join,  if  poa*> 
sible,  the  brigade.  The  fifth  was  in  our  rear.  The  darkness^  the  rapid 
march  and  the  woods  had  separated  the  men  very  much,  and  the  com- 
mand was  exceedingly  small.     Concealing  them  by  a  deep  ravine  in 

a  v^ood,  within  one  hundred  and' fifty  yards  of  the road,  I  rode' 

out  until  I  struck  the  road.  Here  I  could  not  see  any  of  our  troops, 
and  the  fire  from  the  enemy  wlis  incessant. 

On  my  return  to  the  regiment.  Colonel  Baylor  called  me  to  a  con* 
eultation,  and  the  result  was,  that  we  should  fall  back  and  join  our 
brigade,  our  impression  being  that  our  troops  had  been  driven  froiii 
this  portion  of  the  field.  If  we  remained,  we  would  expose  the  men 
to  a  fire  which  they  could  not  reply  to,  or  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy  ; 
therefore,  marching  to  the  rear  by  nearly  the  same  route  we  had  ad- 
vanced, we  struck  the road  at church,  *and  learning  that 

General  Winder  had  not  fallen  back,  we  reformed  our  regiments  and 
reported  to  him.  Providentially  we  had  only  two  men  wounded^ 
though  exposed  to  as  heavy  a  fire  as  ever  the  regiment  was  under. 

With  this,  I  send  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

LAWSON  B0TT8, 
Lieuiemmt  Cokmd  commanding^ 


Heaihioarteus  SsciWD  Bbgihbnt  Ya.  Vols.  (IiirANTRr.) 

Captain :  t  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded,  in  second  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  in  the 
actions  of  June  27th  and  July  1st,  1862: 

Field  and  Staff— Killed :  Col.  James  W.  Allen,  June  S7.  Wounded : 
Major  Frank  B.  Jones,  June  27  ;  since  died. 

(Company  A — Killed:  none.     Wounded:  none. 

Company  B — Killed :  none.    Wounded :  Charlea  A.  ^Jf^Mp 
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&  Company  C — Kill^:  Second  Sergeant  Darid  Eeeler,  June  27. 
Wounded :  Sergeant  J.  Erne :  private  J.  McComuck,  James  Cham- 
Uin. 

Company  D — Killed :  none.  Wounded :  private  Pat.  Hailey,  N. 
Griffin,  J.  Franklin,  June  87. 

Company  £ — ^Killed :.  private  Jos.  Hirsey,  John  Kern  and  Isaac 
We£b.  Wounded :  Captain  B.  G.  Ooltson,  first  Sergeant  C.  A.  Ma- 
nor; private  G.  Prince,  D.  Hahn,  L.   P.  Gazey,  James  Dean,  Jolm 

Spitser, Hnndshaw. 

•  Company  F — ^Killed:  none.  Wounded:  Captain  J.  B.  Burgees, 
first  Lieutenant  Samuel  Kinsey. 

.  Company  G — Killed:  none.  Wounded:  David  Moler,  Samuel 
Shute. 

Company  H — ^Killed :  none.     Wounded :  none. 

Company  I — ^Killed :  George  Biggie,  June  27.  Woiinded :  John 
B.  Num,  July  Ist 

Company  K — Killed :  none.     Wounded :  N.  Miller,  J.  Bull 

Total  killed — Officers  three ;  non-commissioned  officers,  none ;  pri- 
Tatee,  four.  Total  wounded — ^Officers,  three;  non-commissioiied  offi- 
eerSy  two ;  privates,  fourteen. 

Respectfully, 

LAWSON  BOTTS, 
IdeuUnant  Colond  amnnanditig. 
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.REPORT  OF  MAJOR  LOWE, 

.  The  foIlowJDg  is  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  twenty-firfll 
Georgia  regiment,  in  the  battle  of  Friday,  Jane  27,  18wS: 

The  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  C.  A.  Evans,  being  cut  off 
and  separated  from  the  brigade,  was  conducted,  under  the  direction  of 
Captain  Lawton,  A.  A.  General,  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  left  wine 
of  Jhe  army,  and  placed  in  position  opposite  Sikes'  brigade  of  Unitel  • 
States  regulars,  which  last  was  supported  by  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  battle  raged  with  uninterrupted  fury  for  an  hour,  the  firing  be* 
coming  gradually  weaker  upon  the  side  of  the  enemy.  About  half- 
past  seven,  P.  M.,  the  ammunition  of  the  regiment  being  nearly  ex-  ' 
haiMtedy  the  command  was  given  to  retire,  which  was  obeyed  in  good 
order.  The  regiment  marched  in  line  of  battle  fifty  paces  to  the  rlBar, 
where  they  were  again  faced  to  the  enemy.  The  colonel  now  perceiv- 
ing that  the  firing  had  ceased,  marched  his  men  into  the  woods,  about, 
three  hundred  yards  distant,  where  they  slept  during  the  night  upoik 
their  arms. 

J.  H.  LOWE,  Major  commanding.' 
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RSPOBT  OF  MAJOR  GBIFFI£[. 

HfiADQUARTfiBB  TwENTY-SlX^H  GeORGI A  RegiMENT,  > 

July  25th,  1862.  J 

On  Friday,  27th  June,  the  twenty-sixth  Georgia  regiment,  then  on 
the  march,  under  command  of  Colonel  E.  N.  Atkinson,  about  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  were  ordered  to  halt  and  load  their  guns.  After  load- 
ing, werd  ordered  forward  at  quick  time.  About  half-past  four 
o'clock,  P.  M«,  the  legiment  was  ordered  into  action.  After  going  at 
double-quick  for  some  one  and  a  half  miles,  through  shell  and  hfaot, 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  action,  and  were  ordered  to  enter  tho  woods 
in  line  of  battled  The  regiment  entered  a  dense  forest,  down  a  con- 
siderable  grade.  In  crossing  a  ravine,  through  brambles,  brush,  mud 
and  water,  the  regiment  became  divided,  four  companies  on  the  left 
.wing  going  obliquely  to  the  left  and  the  five  right  .companies  (the 
regiment  then  had  but  nine  companies)  going  obliquely  to  the  right. 
The  left  companies,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McDonald  and 
Major  E.  8.  Griffin,  continued  on  through  the  swainp,  and  soon  be- 
came engaged  with  the  eneniiy.  First  they  mistook  the  enemy  for 
friends,  but  soon  became  convinced  of  their  error,  and  continued  to 
press  forward  and  fire.  A  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  for 
aome  one  and  a  half  or  two  hours,  when  they  fled  in  confusion.  Dur- 
ing the  engagement,  the  four  companies  were  often  encouraged  by  the 
presence  of  General  Lawton  who,  himself,  during  the  entire  time,  was 
in  the  midst  of  danger.  The  five  right  companies,  after  crossing  the 
ravine,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry,  advanced  up  the  oppo- 
site hill,  crossed  a  second  ravine,  when  they  were  ordered  by  an  aid- 
de-camp  of  General  Ewell,  to  lie  down  and  remain  until  the  exact 
position  of  our  friends  could  be  ascertained.  While  in  this  position, 
the  enemy  advanced  to  the  brink  of  the  hill,  at  the  foot  or  bottom  of 
which  the  five  right  companies  were  lying,  and  poured  into  us  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry.  Our  men  were  ordered  to  fire  (which  they  did^  and 
load  and  fire  again  ;  they  continued  to  do  so  until  the  enemy  flea  pie- 
eipitately  from  the  woods  and  across  the  open  field.  The  five  compa- 
*  Hies  continued  forward,  and,  after  crossing  the  field,  joined  the  four 
left  companies  about  dark,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  Ist  July,  the  twenty- sixth  regiment  was  not  engaged 
irith  the  enemy,  though,  with   the  balance   of  the  brigade,  it  was 
marched  under  a  heavy  cannonading  up  to  tho  fiold  and  near  the  im- 
mediate scene  of  action.     Slept  on  their  arms  during  the  night. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  8.  jGRIFFIN, 
Major  commanding  26M  BegH  Georgia  Volunteers^ 
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REPOJEIT  OP  MAJOR  GARNBTT, 

Camp  ncar  Richmond,  Jaly  9S,  186S. 

QenerftI  D.  R.  Jones, 

Ootnnumding  First  Dkiskn^  A.  P.  ; 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  tho  ac« 
tiou  of  tho  artillery  attached  to  your  division,  in  the  engagement  of 
£7th,  28th  and  29th  June  and  Ut  July  : 

There  were  attached  Captains  Moody  and  Woolfolk  to  Generd 
Toombs'  brigade,  and  Captains  Brown  and  Hart  to  Colonel  Anderson's. 

On  Friday,  June  27th,  Captain  Brown,  with  two  twelve-pounder 
hoWitsers,  was  ordered  to  a  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  near  Mr. 
James  Garnett's  house,  to  try  the  strength  of  the  enemy  near  Gold- 
ing's  house.  At  ten  o'clock  these  two  pieces  opened  and  drove  the 
enemy,  from  earthworks  he  was  about  throwing  up,  some  five  hundred 
yards  in  front.  No  sooner  had  Captain  Brown  opened  than  the  enemy 
replied  from  several  batteries  of  long-ranged  guns.  The  two  six-pouix- 
der  guns  of  Captain  Brown's  battery,  aod  the  six-gun  battery  of 
Captain  Lane,  then  temporarily  under  my  command,  were  ordered  to 
the  front.  This  addition  gave  me  nine  guns  ( one  of  the  howitzers 
of  Captain  Brown  having  been  disabled  by  the  wedging  of  a  shell  in 
the  bore)  replying  to  a  much  greater  number  of  superior  guns  along 
the  enemy's  front.  After  testing  fully  the  enemy's  strength  so  far  as 
his  artillery  was  concerned.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  chief  of  artillery, 
of  General  Magruder's  corps,  concluding  that  the  contest  was  too 
unequal  to  be  longer  continued,  ordered  the  batteries  to  retire. 

In  this  action.  Captain  Brown  lost  corporal  Charles  W.  Lucas,  killed; 
sergeant  G.  W.  Beard,  wounded ;  privates  G.  T.  Linden  and  Benjamin 
Lucas  wounded,  and  two  horses  so  severely  wounded  that  he  was  com- 
polled  to  leave  them  on  the  field.  Captain  Lane's  battery  distin- 
guished itself  for  the  accuracy  of  its  fire  and  the  coolness  and  courage 
of  the  officers  and  men.  This  report  was  made  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lee. 

On  the  28th,  Captain  Brown  was  ordered  to  take  the  same  position 
occupied  on  the  27th.  Captain  Moody's  battery  was  ordered  to  his 
support.  Captain  Brown  was  the  first  to  fire,  to  whom  the  enemy  did 
not  reply.  Soon  after,  however,  when  Captain  Moody  opened  he  was 
replied  to  hy  an  enfilading  battery,  unmasked  on  the  right  during  the 
previous  night,  and  about  two  batteries  in  front.  This  engagement 
iiMted  about  two  hours  when  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  retire.  Cap« 
tain  Brown  was  again  unfortunate  in  the  loss  of  his  gallant  Second 
Lieutenant  Kearns,  who  fell,  nobly  doing  his  duty.  Private  J.  W. 
Clarke  was  slightly  wounded,  and  one  horse  was  killed.  Captain 
Moody's  loss  consisted  of  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Daniel  P.  Mer- 
vin  (right  arm  shattered)  and  private  Kennedy,  wounded  in  both  feet, 
sad  one  horse  killed  and  three  badly  wounded. 

On  Sunday,  S9th,  after  passing  the  enemy's  entrem^enta  about; 
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tfaree-qEartera  of  s  pile.  Captain  Hart^a  battery  of  six  guns  wsa 
placed  in  position  to  shell  the  woods  in  advance  of  the  line  of  akir- 
inishers  of  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade.  The  enemj  opened  a  very 
brisk  fire  in  reply,  when  I  placed  Captain  Moody's  battery  in  position 
.to  the  left  of  the  one  occupied  by  Captain  Hart,  and  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy  through  an  opening  in  the  woods  where  their  battery  was 
supposed  to  be  in  position.  This  skirmish  was  of  very  short  dura- 
tion. Captain  Moody  had  one  private  wounded,  and  one  horse  killed 
and  several  wounded.  Later  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Cap- 
tains Brown  and  Hart  proceeded  to  a  position  near  the  railroad,  where 
Captain  Hart  placed  his  two  Blakely  guns  in  position  and  did  handsomd 
service  until  the  enemy  opened  a  plunging  fire  upon  him  from  superior 
guns  fuid  surperior  positions,  when  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire. 

In  the  two  engagements  of  this  day  Captain  Hart  lost,  killed,  pri- 
Tate  Henry  F.  Cohen  ;  mortally  wonuded,  Daniel  M.  Shepherd  and 
Charles  Schroter;  severely  wounded,  Lieutenant  J.  Cleveland,  privata 
Porter,  and  seven  horses  killed  or  rendered  unserviceable. 

'  On  Monday,  the  batteries  moved  with  the  division,  and  on  Tuesday, 
none  were  engaged,  if  I  except  Captain  Hart,  who  was  able  to  fire  but 
a  few' rounds.  Captain  Wooifolk  was  relieved  from  duty  with  Gene* 
ral  Toombs'  brigade  on  Monday  July  dUth,  and  was  engaged  only  on 
Friday  £7th,  where  he  behaved  very  handsomely,  and  his  battery  did 
excellent  service. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  who  wer^  under  the  terrible  fire  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  atGarnett'sfarm  and  at  the  railroad;  they  showed  that  calmness 
and  intrepidity  characteristic  of  men  who  won  for  themselves,  the 
hearty  ^'welldone"  of  their  commanders  at  Manssaa  plains.  I  allude 
particularly  to  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Wise  artillery.  Captain  Hartis 
also  entitled  to  the  highest  praise,  and  showed  himself  to  be  an  accom- 
plished artillerist  as  well  as  a  gaUant  soldier. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  GARNETT, 
Major  and  Chief  of  AriUkry^  First  Division^  A.  P. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  W.  M.  JONES. 

■1 


Headquarters  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment, 
^  July  \\  1862. 


Colonef  G.  T.  Anderson  : 

Sir:  On  the  27th  ultimo,  the  nintii  Georgia  regiment  received  or« 
ders  to.  advance  the  picket  line  on  the  east  side  of  Dr.  Qarnett's  faroiy 
after  going  to  the  advance  post.  Skirmishera  were  then  thrown  oat, 
and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  sacceeded  in  driving  tho  advance  of  the 
enemy  beyond  their  earthworks,  where  ihey  were  supported  by  their 
artillery,  which  did  us  some  damage.  The  casaaltiea  are,  to  wit: 
&ve  (5)  killed  and  twenty  (2i))  wounded  ;  all  enlisted  men.  At  night 
received  orders  to  fall  back  to  our  former  position. 

June  28th. — All  quiet  in  this  regiment. 

Jane  29th. — ^Prepared  to  advance  upon  the  redoubt  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  unsuccessfully  attempted  by  the  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  regiments  tho  previous  evening.  Scouts  were  sent  forWard, 
who  returned  in  a  short  time  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  evac- 
uated their  works.  Immediately  proceeded  to  their  redoubts  and  soon 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  foe.  After  half  aa 
hour's  march,  succeeded  in  catching  up  with  their  rear  guard,  who, 
afteif  slight  resistance  again  fell  back.  Here  the  line  of  battle  was 
formed,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  scour  the  wood  in  the  direction 
of  Bottoms'  Bridge.  After  advancing  some  distance  and  hearing 
heavy  firing  on  the  right,  halted  and  remained  in  line,  awaiting  or- 
ders, until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  Received  orders  to  return  to  ■! 
(unknown.) 

Jane  SUth. — ^Received  orders  to  proceed^to  the  right  of  our  line,  to 
reinforce  Major  General  Longstreet,  who  engaged  the  enemy  near 
Crew's  farm,  P:  M.,  of  same  day.  Arrived  al^ut  eleven  o'clock,  ?• 
M.,  and  took  possession  of  battle-field. 

Tuesday,  July  1.' — ^Formed  in  line  of  battle  to  scour  the  wood  infromi 
of  us  and  proceeded  half  a  mile ;  ordered  back  to  the  swamp ;  returned^ 
and  took  position  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  right  of  the  river  road ; 
remained  some  time  under  the  protection  of  a  favoring  hill  from  the 
shells  of  the  enemy,  without  any  casualty.  One  o'clock,  P.  M.^ 
started  for  the  anticipated  battle-field.  After  manoeuvring  until  near 
six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  entered  the  field  of  action,  halted  in  a  ravine  for 
proteetion ;  remained  till  near  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.  Here  our  casual- 
ties were  three  (3)  killed  thirty  wounded  (SD.)  Among  the  latter  waa 
Lieutenant  J.  A.  Arnold,  company  C,  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Hardee^ 
company  H.    All  the  rest  were  enlisted  men. 

Ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  left  the  field  in  good  order,  remaining  near  \U» 
battle-field  until  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant ;  left  in  pursuit  of 

the  enemy  and  proceeded  down  James  river  twelve  miles,  to 

cross-roads.  Bemained  in  the  neighborhood  or  picketed  until  the  9th 
instant ;  then  fell  back  to  the*  church  on  the  Darby  town  road,  six 
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miles  MBt  of  Richmond,  remaining  there  on  picket  nntil  reguhriy 

relieved  by  Mississippi  brigade.     Joined  our  brigade  July 

Itth,  186£,  bv  yonr  order. 

WM.-M.  JONES, 
Major  commanding  9th  Ga.  re^isnemi. 
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REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  HOLMES. 

Hbadquartbrs  Secohd  Regiment  Oeorqia  VoLUiiTBERSy  > 

Jviy  23,  1862.         \ 

Brigadier  General  Toombs  : 

Sir  :  Pursnaiii  to  orders  received  of  this  date,  I  send  jon  the  re- 
ports of  the  actions  and  a  correct  list  of  the  casualties  which  occnrred 
in  our  regiment  \n  the  engagements  of  the  S7th  of  Jane  and  1st  of 
July. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  while  our  regiment  was  on  picket,  five  com^ 
panies  being  immediately  on  the  out-posts,  with  the  rest  as  reserve, 
composed  of  the  following  companies :  Company  F,  Cherokee  Brown 
Rifles ;  company  C,  Semmes  Ousrds ;  company  D,  Burke  8harp« 
shooters ;  company  H,  Wright  Infantry,  and  company  I,  Buena  Vista 
Guards,  were  ordered  by  Colonel  Butte,  forward  to  the  picket  line, 
two  hundred  yards  beyond  the  Qarnett  house  to  the  left,  to  open  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  pickets.  On  arriying  upon  the  line,  Colonel  Butts 
gaye  me  command  of  company  C,  Semmes  Guards,  commanded  by 
Captain  Shepperd,  and  company  F,  Cherokee  Brown  Rifles,  Captain 
Shoford,  and  ordered  me  to  take  thoee  two  companies  sixty  yards  to 
the  right  and  march  them  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  looking  oat  upon 
the  wheat  field ;  when  in  Ihat  position,  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
I  did  so  at  the  time  I  halted  them.  A  regiment  of  the  enemy  sta* 
tioned  in  line  opposite  us  across  Uie  field,  which  1  saw  plainly,  opened 
fire  upon  us.  I  ordered  our  men  to  lay  down  and  fire  deliberately 
at  them,  which  order  they  obeyed  handsomely.  The  fire  then  became 
general  on  the  line  opposite  us,  and  extended  soon  to  our  left  and 
right,  which  placed  us  under  an  enfilade  fire  from  two  points.  I  oc» 
eupied  the  position  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  until  nearly  half  of  the 
men  in  the  companies  that  I  commanded  were  either  killed  or  wounded« 
I  then  ordered  the  men  to  fall  back  six  paees  and  get  behind  trees, 
which  they  did,  and  then  they  faught  until  the  combat  ceased.  The 
left  companies — company  D,  Burke  Sharshooters ;  company  I,  Buena 
Vista  Guards,  and  company  II,  Wright  Infantry — ^were  commanded 
by  Colonel  Botts  in  person,  being  to  my  left  sixty  yards,  remained 
in  their  position^  being  not  so  exposed  as  they,  when  on  lower 
ground,  which  protected  company  I>  and  company  H  very  much. 
Company  I,  being  on  the  right  of  these  companies,  nearest  the  right 
companies  under  my  command,  suffered  more  than  the  other  two 
companies,  owing  to  a  part  of  it  being  stationed  on  rising  ground. 
Two  of  the  compsnies  of  our  regiment — company  K,  Stewart  Greys, 
and  company  B,  Jackson  Blues,  (company  K,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Rockwell,  and  company  B,  under  Captain  Lewis,)  being 
on  picket  collected  their  men  on  the  post  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
entered  the  fight  at  the  time  the  companies  did  on  the  right,  (which 
was  composed  of  those  compsnies  on  reserve  and  not  on  post  that 
day.)    I  did  noi  see  them  or  know  they  were  in  the  fight  until  after* 
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wsrda.  We  fought  about  a  half  or  three^quartors  of  an  hour  agunst 
overwhehniDg  numbers,  said  to  have  been  nine  regimente  <^(  the  en- 
em  J,  before  the  fifteenth  Georgia  camelo  the  Bupport  of  our  regiment. 
The  companies  I  commanded  were  never  reinforced,  and  I.  did  not 
know  that  the  fifteenth  Georgia  had  been  ordered  in  until  after  the 
fight ;  when,  on  going  to  where  Colonel  Butts  was  stationed,  I  learned 
that  thej  were  on  the  ground.  When  the  fight  ceased,  which  wa? 
» after  night  had  set  in,  I  had  but  two  men  that  were  able  to  fire  their 
pieces;  all  were  either  kilbd,  wounded  or  unable  to  fire,  not  being  able 
to  load  their  pieces ;  others  were  out  of  ammunition.  A  few^  I  am 
told,  that  were  not  hurt,  went  off  with  the  wounded  men  of  the  seven 
companies.  The  number  of  muskets  carried  into  the  fight  was  two 
hundred  and  seventy-one,  this  being  tho  number  reported  on  that  day 
for  duty.  The  regiment  lost,  in  this  engagement,  ten  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  ten  wounded,  a  list  of  which  you  will  fiod^'enolosed. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  at  Malvern  Hill,  we  were  placed  in  line  with  the 
other  regiments  of  your  brigade.  We  were  to  be  (I  learned)  the  sup- 
porting brigade  to  Generals  Ccbb  and  Anderson's  commands,  which 
occupied  positions  in  front  of  our  line.  After  marching  by  the  flanks 
and  forward  quite  a  number  of  times,  we  w^e  brought  immediatelj 
in  front  of  the  battery  that  we  were  to  charge.  The  second  Georgia's 
position  was  decidedly  in  front  of  the  battery,  which  I  thought  must 
be  fully  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  woods  we  emerged 
from,  being  under  the  direct  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns  the  whole  of 
that  distance.  Our  brigade  moved  forward  steadily  for  some  distance 
and  in  good  order,  when,  owing  to  some  command,  the  fifteenth  Geor- 
gia, being  next  to  our  right,  got  in  front  of  us^  masking  the  whole  of 
the  right  wing  of  the  second;  the  seventeenth  Georgia  at  the  same 
time  crowding  upon  the  fifteenth  Georgia.  This  crowding  caused 
much  confusion  at  the  time.  I  was  fifteen  or  twenty  steps  in  front  of 
our  regiment.  Looking  back  to  see  if  our  regiment  was  moving  on  in 
order,  I  found  myself  in  front  of  another  regiment  which  I  was  told 
was  the  fifteenth  Georgia.  I  soon  saw  the  mixed  condition  of  the 
troops,  that  the  fifteenth  and  seventeenth,  which  occupied  the  line  to 
our  right,  had,  by  some,  command,  been  moved  to  the  left,  which 
ploccd  them  upon  the  line  we  occupied.  While  in  that  huddled  con* 
dition,  the  order  was  given  to  march  by  the  left  flank,  which  our  regi- 
ment performed  in  good  order,  under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  grape 
and  canister.  Being  under  full  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  after 
crossing  a  fence  our  regiment  was  ordered  to  lay  down  and  wait  for 
support  to  come  up.  boon  one  of  the  regiments  of  Kershaw's  brig- 
ade came  up  and  moved  forward,  and  we  were  ordered  as  a  support; 
we  followed  close  after  them.  They  moved  in  order  and  made  a  most 
gallant  charge,  but  were  completely  checked  by  the  deadly  fire  from 
the  enemy's  battery  Their  ranks  being  torn  asunder  they  had  to  fall 
back,  which  left  our  regiment  in  front  without  any  support.  Colonel 
Butts  being  wounded  at  that  time,  I  had  to  assume  command.  I  or- 
dered our  regiment  to  lay  down  until  we  could  get  a  supporting  regi- 
ment. We  were  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  grape,  but  the  men  acted 
with  the  utmost  cooInesSy  not  one  exhibiting,  tlu^Leoold  seOi  tha 
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least  fear.  We  lay  under  that  fire  for  fully  half  an  hour,  iraiting  for 
some  regiment  to  come  up,  that  we  might  continue  our  charge  to  the 
battery,  which  was  not  more  than  fifty  yards  in  front  of  us.  Word 
being  brought  that  the  enemy  were  flanking  us  on  our  right,  immedi- 
ately  afterwards  there  occurred  a  very  heavy  fire,  which  came  injapon^ 
the  rear  of  the  right  wing.  I  ordered  the  regiment  up,  and  gave  the 
command  about  face,  and  marched  in  order  to  the  rear,  across  a  small 
drain,  and  gave  the  command  halt;  but,  owing  to  a  great  noise,  was 
not  heard.  I  intended  to  halt  and  change  front,  that  I  might  receive 
the  enemy  that  (I  was  told)  .had  flanked  us.  I  was  in  front  of  the 
regiment  at  the  time  I  ordered  them  to  about  face,  which  placed  me 
in  the  rear  in  falling  back.  My  order  to  halt  went  unheeded.  The 
regiment  continued  to  move  off  to  the  rtor,  which,  I  think,  was  for-^^ 
tnsate,  as  when  alone,  we  could  effeet  nothing  in  the  position  we- 
occupied,  had  the  iogiment  remained  in  the  position.  I  intended  ta 
make  a  stand  for  the  ecemy  that  was  said  to  have  flanked  us.  I  do- 
not  think  I  would  have  brought  off  fifty  men,  as  the  enemy  had  di« 
lected  an  increased  fire  upon  that  point. 

Oar  loss  in  this  engagement  was  eleven  killed  and  seventy  wounded; 
which  you  will  find  consolidated  with  the  other  list  of  killed  and 
wounded. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  R.  HOLMES,  ; 

Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  "Id  Gecrgia.    > 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAOILL.. 

Headquarters  First  Georgia  REGnmcr,  } 
Camp  near  Richmond^  Jtdy  10^  186S.      ) 

Captain  Charles  £•  Hardwick» 

A.  A.  A.  General,  Third  Brigade: 

Captain  :  I  ha?e  the  honor  to  enbmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Colonel  eommandiDg,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
regiment  in  the  affair  of  the  29th  Jane  and  in  the  engagement^f  the 
first  instant : 

On  tbo  S9th  of  June,  jast  alter  we  had  passed  the  line  of  the  ene- 
my's entrenchments  near  Garnett's  honse,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy 
the  regiment  as  skirmishers  and  feel  the  woods  in  the  direction  which 
xit  was  sapposed  the  enemy  had  taken.  Having  crossed  a  large  open 
field  for  Uiat  purpose,  I  had  scarcely  entered  ^e  woods  when  the  fire 
of  his  skirmishers  was  opened  upon  me.  This  fire  was  very  heavy, 
indicating  a  large  force.  In  a  few  moments  a  battery  of  artillery, 
situated  in  a  field  beyond,  also  opened  its  fire,  discharging  shrapnel, 
grape  and  canister.  Notwithstanding  this  heavy  fire,  the  regiment 
steadily  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before  it,  until,  emerging  into 
the  field  already  indicated,  he  was  discovered  in  considerable  force, 
and  for  a  time  his  fire  on  my  left  was  very  severe.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  withdrew  the  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  shelter  of  the 
woods.  In  a  short  time  this  force  of  the  enemy  continued  its  retreat, 
and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  continued  the  advance  of  my  line. 
Proceeding  through  the  woods,  capturing  on  the  way  a  number  of 
prisoners,  at  the  distance  of,  perhaps,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
point  already  indicated,  I  again  discovered  the  enemy  in  large  force, 
with  several  pieces  of  artillery,  in  a  field  of  considerable  magnitude. 
The  main  body  of  our  troops  having  reached  the  ground,  I  was  ordered 
to  move  my  regiment  further  to  the  left,  still  keeping  them  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  so  that  I  did  not  participate  further  in  the  engage- 
ment  which  ensued. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  this  regiment,  in  its  position  in  the 
brigade,  was  ordered  forward  in  line  of  battle,  in  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy's  position  at  Malvern  Hill.  We  advanced,  under  a  very  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  in  the  direction  of  his  batteries,  over  a 
cleaf  open  space  of  great  extent.  This  fire  being  very  destructive, 
and  the  advance  being  deemed  impracticable  from  that  point  of  at- 
tack, the  Colonel  commanding  ordered  the  recall  of  the  brigade,  with 
a  view  to  its  reformation  and  a  change  in  the  direction  of  attack.  In 
consequence  of  the  noise  and  grealt  confusion  of  the  ^battle-field,  it 
was  impossible  to  convey  the  order  effectually  to  the  brigade,  and  in 
falling  back  much  disorder  occurred. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  behaved  on  both  occasions  with  the  utmost  coptness  and 
gallantry,  and,  while  there  scarcely  existed  occasion  for  comparison 
in  reference  to  individual  cases  of  prowess.  I  cannot  refrain  from 
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making  bonorablo  mention  of  the  names  of  Sergeant  N.  J.  Garrett, 
of  company  M,  Corporal  J.  G.  Gamp,  of  compaQy  H,  and  private  W. 
L.  Morehead,  of  company  G. 

I  subjoin  a  list  of  the  killed,  wonnded  and  misaiDg  on  both  of  these 
occasions : 

Officers — Killed :  Kone.  Wounded  :  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Williams, 
very  dangerously;  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Anthony,  painfully ;  Captain 
H.  G.  Gannon,  not  seriously ;  Captain  Tomlinson  Fort,  slightly ; 
Lieutenant  G.  A.  Rutherford,  Lieutenant  Pierce  Horner,  slightly. 

Enlisted  Men—- Killed,  4;  wounded,  38,  2  since  died;  missing,  \i^ 


Very  respectfully, 
WIL 


LUAM  J.  MAGILL, 
Coiond  annmanding. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUFFMAN. 

Headq^rb  Eleventh  Regiment  Georgia  Vols 
Camp  near  Richmond^  Va.,  July  13,  186S. 

Colonel  George  T  Anderson, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade^  First  Divisianf  A.  P.  : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  general  orders  No. ,  I  have  the  honor  to 

make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment,  in  pur- 
aning  the  enemy  in  his  impetuons  flight  from  the  Chickahominy,  in 
front  of  Richmond,  to  his  |)re8ent  bivouac  on  James  river,  undercover 
of  his  gunboats : 

June  S6th. — Three  men  wounded  on  the  Chickahominy,  near  the 
Garnett  house,  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  from  our  batteries.  June 
S7(h: — Extended  our  picket  post  some  distance  down  the  Ghickahominy, 
covering  part  of  the  territory  occupied  in  the  morning  by  the  enemy, 
aAd  captured  one  prisoner.  June  28th.—- Took  possession  of  the  en- 
emy's camps  at  daylight  in*the  morning,  capturing  eleven  priconers. 
At  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  moved  off  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  enemy, 
and  overtaking  him  in  less  than  three  miles,  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued 
in  which  we  lost  one  man,  wounded  by  a  spent  shell  from  the  enemy's 
battery.  The  enemy  again  retiring,  our  column  was  halted  for  two 
hours  in  tho  enemy's  camps,  and  a  quantity  of  commissary  and  other 
•tores,  left  by  the  enemy,  were  taken  possession  of.  At  tw#  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  occupying  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  moved  off  in 
line  of  battle  through  the  dense  forest,  and  again  overtook  the  enemy 
east  of  the  York  River  railroad ;  but  took  no  part  in  the  hotly  con* 
tested  engagement  on  ouf  right.  At  dark  withdrew,  under  orders, 
and  fell  back  to  the  railroad,  which  we  reached.  At  one  o'clock,^  A.  M., 
we  moved  off  to  take  position  on  the  Darbytwon  road,  and  reached 
die  battle  field,  of  the  same  day,  at  two  o'clock,  and  July  Ist,  same 
day,  half-past  three  o'clock,  pushed  off  in  line  of  battle  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy's  flying  columns.  At  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  came  up  with 
the  troops  of  the  heroic  Stonewall  Jackson,  who  quickly  passed  oor 
front. 

We  then  retired,  took  another  position,  and  again  commenced  to 
advance  on  the  enemy.  At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  camo  up  with 
the  enoiM^,  ^^uoiigly  posted  on  a  high  eminence.  An  »ctiu;k  w«h>  iui- 
mediately  ordered  by  General  Magruder,  •  the  troops  occupying  or 
forming  four  seperate  lines  of  battle,  all  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  subject  to  the  most  galling  and  destructive  fire  of  shot 
nnd  shell.  Our  brigade,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Colonel  George 
F.  Henderson,  was  ordered  to  form  the  third  line  of  battle,  in  support 
of  General  Cobb's  brigade,  which  formed  the  second. .  My  regiment 
was  thrown  out  on  the  field  on  the  right  flank  of  the  brigade,  and  was 
supported  by  the  learned  and  gallant  Colonel  H.  L.  Benning,  of  Geo- 
eral  Toombs'  brigade,  which  formed  the  fourth  line  of  battle.  We  re- 
asained  under  the  severe  and  well  directed  fire  of  the  enemv  from 
five. to  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.    Our  easaaUtes  jbere  wt^e  considerable. 
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Wounded:  Adjutont  John  F.  Green,  severely  in  the  shoulder;  Lieu- 
tenant M.  Gadger,  (company  D,)  in  the  hand;  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Par- 
rishy  (company  S,)  in  the  side ;  six  men  killed  dead  on  the  field  and 
fifty  ifonndedy  most  of  whom  ver^  severely.  Missings  sixteen^  some 
of  whom  have  not  been  heard  from.  Total — killed,  6 ;  wounded,  57  ; 
missing,  16. — 79. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedint  servant. 

WILLIAM  LUFFMAN, 
Lieul.  Oolondf  commanding  Eleventh  Regiment  Georgia  Vols, 


'Uv 
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.    REPORT  OP  FOURTH  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Voujnteb&s»  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond  Fa.,  July  11,  18S2*       ) 

Captain  O'Brien,  A,  A.  O.  : 

The  different  roads  over  whioh  tbe  regiment  traveled,  in  going  to 
the  battle  field  ob  the  27th  June,  and  every  day  thereafter,  inclusive 
of  the  battle  of  the  1st  July,  prevented  me  from  giving,  by  proper 
directions,  the  different  positions  of,  and  routes  taken  by,  tbe  regiment 
in  its  march  to  the  several  engagements  I  beg  leave,  however,  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment  in  the 
actions  of  the  27th  June  and  Ist  July : 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  regiment,  with  the  bi^ade,  marched 
at  very  quick  time,  on  the  road,  until  it  came  to^ftbout  two  milea  of 
where  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  or  Gold  Harbor,  was  raging.  Here 
Ihe  men  threw  off  their  blankets  and  marched  at  double-quick,  when 
a  halt  was  ordered  by  General  Winder,  near  a  house  which,  I  believe, 
16  called  Gold  Harbor  Tavern.  At  this  point  the  General  put  the 
brigade  in  line  of  battle  and  said  to  them,  '*  Prepare  for  a  charge." 
The  line  being  formed,  the  right  of  tl^e  fourth  resting  on  the  left  of 
the  twenty-seventh,  we  remained  here  for  a  short  time,  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  whose  shell  did  not  prove  destructive,  though 
within  range.  About  half-past  six  o^'clock,  P.  M.,  the  brigdle  moved 
forward  in  line  of  battle,  passing  through  swamps  and  woods, 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  an  open  held  was  reached  ;  but 
from  some  cause  or  other,  the  second  and  fifth  became  detached  on  the 
Ipft,  and  twenty- seventh  and  thirty-third  on  the  right.  I  marched 
zorward  until  I  came  up  to  General  Lawton^s  brigade,  which  was 
seemingly  at  a  rc*st. 

At  this  moment  you  directed  me  to  change  my  front  and  form  on 
the  Hampton  legion,  which  I  did.  This  brought  me  directly  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  battery,  (which  the  brigade  had  been  ordered  to  take.) 
By  this  time  the  twenty-seventh  resumed  its  position  on  my  right. 
And  now  the  brigade,  with  all  the  regiments,  continued  to  charge  the 
enemv's  battery.     It  was  getting  late — twilight,  perhaps — when  the 

brigade,  reunited,  moved  forward  ;   but  upon  arriving  at  about 

yards  of  the  battery  it  retired. 

After  being  satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position, 
the  General  aboutfaced  the  brigade,  marched  about  one  hundred 
yardd,  and  restedrfor  the  night.  I  threw  out  a  picket  in  front  of  my 
regiment  for  the  night.  ' 

It  wss  in  this  charge,  that  Dr.  Joseph  Crockett,  assistant  surgeon, 
and  private  James  Perfator  (company  L,)  were  mortally  wounded ; 
privates  James  R.  Richardson  (company  B,)  James  Bedell,  (company 
A,)  were  wounded. 

I  beg  to  say  that  in  tbe  charge  the  regiment  did  most  handsomely, 
preserving  the  alignment  while  charging ;  and  the  men  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  effort  to  get  the  battery.        ^         y 
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The  easualtiea  yrere  an  follows  : 

Dr.  Joaeph  Crockett^  assistant  surgeon,  mortally  wonndej. 

ComfMiny  A — ^Private  James  A.  Bevell,  wounded. 

Company  B^— Private  James  R.  Richardson,  wounded. 

Company  L — Private  James  Perfater,  mortally  wounded. 

I  must  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  the  men  and  officers  of  my  regi- 
ment were  very  mnch  pleaml  at  the  handsome  and  splendid  style  in 
which  the  brigade  was  led  into  action  by  th^  General  commanding. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  27th,  I  threw  out  some  men  to  relieve 
the  pickets  I  had  put  out  the  night  before  ;  they  brought  in  several 
prisoners.  It  was  some  three  or  four  of  these  fresh  men  who  ar- 
rested Briga4\^r  General  Reynolds  and  Captain ,  his  Assistant 

Adjutant  General.  The  regiment  remained  here  until  Sunday  morn- 
ing, when  it,  with  the  brigade,  marched  to  the  bridge  across  the 
Chickahominy,  where  it  remained  inactive  until  nearly  night,  and  then 
returned  to  the  ground  occupied  in  .the  morning. 

On  Monday,  the  30tb,  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  maroh  ana 
proceeded  to  a  point  at  or  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  it  remained 
for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,   1st  July,  marched  down  -  road,  halted  near  a 

church.  While  here  the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  strong  position  on 
Malvern  Hill,  opened  fire  upon  the  advance  of  our  army,  wliereupon 
an  artillery  duel  ensued  between  ours,  and  the  enemy's  battery.  The 
brigade  was  here  to  seek  cover  in  the  woods,  where  it  remained  unnl 
quite  late  in  the  evening.  My  regiment  did  not  suffer  from  the  shells 
thrown  by  the  enemy,  though  some  casualties  occurred  in  the  brigade. 
Late  in  the  evening,  the  infantry  became  engaged,  and  my  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  marched  to  the  scene  of  action.  I  received  no  or- 
dera,  but  followed  the  twenty-seventh  regiment,  which  was  my  position 
on  the  march.  The  twenty-seventh  double  quicked  through  the  woods; 
I  followed,  passing  out  of  the  woods  into  an  open  field.  We  were  exposed 
to  a  tremendous  and  furious  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery.  I  continued 
to  move  the  regiment  at  double-quiek,  in  order  to  secure  the  woods  soma 
two  hundred  yards  in  advance^  where  I  intended  to  close  this  regiment 
up,  as  coming  so  rapidly  through  the  first  woods,  the  files  became 
widely  separated,  but  all  entered  the  field  and  were  striving  to  close 
up^  though  the  shells  were  bursting  all  around,  and  in  grat  rapidity. 

But  when  the  first  company  reached  the  woods.  Colonel  Grigsby, 
I  believe,  or  it  may  have  been  some  one  else,  commanded,  *'Left  into 
line."  I  commanded^  ''Halt,"  and  did  a>l  I  could  to  stop  the  regi- 
ment, in  order  to  close  it  up ;  but  it  was  getting  late  and  the  cheering 
of  the  men  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  arrest  the  movement.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Garner  and  Major  Terry,  did  all  in  their  power  to 
bring  the  regiment  together  ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  was  not  accom- 
plished. It  was  here  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garner's  horse  was 
shot  dead,  falling  upon  him,  and  he  was  unable  to  get  from  under  his 
horse  until  assisted.  Up  to  this  moment,  he  was  doing  all  a  man 
could  do  to  get  the  men  together.  Digitized  by  GooqIc 

Major  Terry  acted  well  his  part,  but  exposing  himself  all  the  time 
in  his  effort  to  get  the  regiment  in  order.    I  left  him  in  the  field,  and 
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fode  in  with  that  portion  of  the  regiment  wbo  had  entered  the  wooi 
But  in  the  meantiiDe,  it  had  grown  quite  dark^  and  it  was  difficult,  ii 
a  wood  80  dense,  to  keep  even  the  advfince  portion  of  the  regimer 

together.     Passing  through  this  wood,  I  reached  the  -t road,  will 

only  a  part  of  the  regiment.  In  a  word,  the  regiment  unforti 
natelj  became  separated,  and  owing  altogether  to  the  fact  that  i\ 
command  above  referred  to  was  given  by  sotae  one.  But  for  thin, 
would  hiive  secured  a  new  formation  of  the  regiment,  and  taken  : 
altogether  into  action.  But  as  it  was,  some  were  on  the  left  an 
others  on  the  light  of  other  troops..  Men  and  officers,  as  far  as 
could  discover,  acted  very  well  in  the  engagement. 

The  casualties  vere  as  follows  : 

Company  A — Killed:  Private  James  Henley.  .Wounded.:  Vr, 
vates  Jiijjcs  G.  Tate,  in  leg;  II.  Snoilgrass,  in  arm;.H.  R.  Ccl 
there "),  in  head;   A.  J.  Pierce,  in  left  shoulder 

Comptmy  Ii. — Killed  .  Private  James  T.  Sanders.  Wounded  :  Cor 
poral  Geo   W.  Gross,  in  thigh;  Private  Diniel  Munick,  in  mouth. 

Cowpany  C — Killed  :  Private  George  Snuffer.  Wounded:  Private 
John  New  by.  James  M.  Sloan. 

Company  D — Wounded:  Privates  S.  E.-  James,  Wm.  Umbarger 
James  Duncan,  Isaac  Broun,  A.  0.  Saunders. 

Company  G. — Killed :  First  Lieutenant  Robert  C.  Taylor.  Wounded 
Sergeant  £.  Mclngles,  privates  Wm.  Duarty,  John  Craig,  J.  Ii, 
Kropff,  E.  D    Cradock. 

CoTnpar^y  II. — Killed  :  Sergeant  Samuel  G.  Bapp.  Wounded :  Prij 
vates  J.  A,  Leech.  John  0.  Lewis,  James  F.  Reynolds. 

OtMwpflwy  L.  — Wounded  :  Sergeants  Samuel  J.  Sleper.  John  H 
Kepps, Corporal  Henry  D.  Price,  private  Joel R.  Cook.  Killed:  Pri- 
vate Samuel  G.  Sites. 

Recapitulation  of  CASnALnss,  June  27th. 

Wounded — Commissioned  Officers,  (AssH  Surg'ii)      -         I 
"  Privates,         -         -        -        -  .      .    --         S 


Aggregate, 4 

9  Recapitulation  of  Casualties,  July  ItT. 

Killed — Commissioned' Officers,         •         1         •         .  ( 

«         Non-commissioned  Officers,          .         .         .  | 

Wounded—            "                   <*-...  5 

Killed— Privates, 5 

Wounded —  •*         -        - SO 

Casualties  in  all,  thirty-six.  ^         , 

Respectfully  submitted.      Digitized  by  LrOqg^lf,^^ 

Colonel  4tk  Regiment  Fhginia  VohmUers 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CARMICHAEL. 

8f.vemth  Becihent  Georgia  Volunteers, 

July',  1862. 


I 


<  •HARL.Kd  C  H4RDWICR9 

•  ActtTig  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

1  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  brave  and  heroic  cond net  of 
Sergeant  T.  A.  Adderhold,  of  company  I,  seventh  regiment  Georgia 
volunteers^  who,  after  the  colors  had  been  twice  shot  down,  sprang 
forward,  and,  grasping  the  staff  amid  a  storm  of  grape  and  canister, 
shouted  to  nTA^omrades  to  rally  around  their  common  standird,  and 
t]id  not  quit  the  colors  till  he  had  received  a  frightful  wound  and  was 
obliged  to  turn  them  over  to  one  more  fortunate. 

Very  respectfullv, 

GEORGE  H.  CARMICHAEL, 
•  Captain  commanding  regiment. 
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BATTLE  OF  CEDAR  RUN. 


REPORT  0^  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  JACKSON. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps,  A.  N.  V.,  > 

JprU  4,  1863.      J 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CmLTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^ 

Headquartirs  Bepartment  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  :  I  have  the  hoDor  herewith'to  sabmit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  commaDd  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Rua^  on  the  9th 
day  of  August,  1862:  .         . 

Intelligence  having  reached  the  commanding  General  that  Gordons- 
ville  was  endangered  by  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  I  was  ordered  to 
move  in  that  direction  with  Swell's  and  Jackson's  divisions,  from  my 
position  on  the  Mechanicsviile  turnpike,  near  Richmond.  I  arrived 
near  Gordonsville  on  the  19th  day  of  July.  From  information  re- 
ceived respecting  the  strength  of  the  opposing  Federal  army,  under 
General  Pope,  1  requested  the  commanding  General  to  reinforce  me. 
He  accordingly  sent  forward  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with  his 
division.  On  the  2nd  of  August,  whilst  Colonel  (now  Brigadier 
General)  W.  E.  Jones,  by  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Robertson, 
^as  moving  with  the  seventh  Virginia  cavalry  to  take  charge  of  picket 
posts  on  the  Rapidan,  he  received  intelligence,  before  he  reached 
t)range  Court-House,  that  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  the  town. 
Finding  the  main  street  filled  with  Federal  cavalry,  Colonel  Jones 
boldly  charged  the  head  of  the  Federal  column,  whilst  its  flank  was 
attacked  by  another  portion  cf  the  regiment,  under  Major  Marshall. 
Both  attacks  were  successful  and  the  enemy  was  hastily  driven  from 
the  town;  but  as  our  cavalry  was  vastly  outnumbered,  it  was  soon 
after  forced  to  fall  back,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy's  greatly  supe- 
rior force  in  front,  and  tho  fire  from  his  flanking  parties.  Upon 
Colonel  Jones'  subsequent  show  of  resistance,  near  where  the  engage- 
iQ6nt  commenced,  the  enemy  retired  a  short  distance,  and  about  an 
hour  aiterwards  ret^ated.  Whilst  Colonel  Jones  was  gallantly  lead- 
Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


ing  his  men  in  the  charge  he  received  a  sabre  wound.     I  regret  to 
say  that,  daring  the  engagement,  Major  Marshall  was  captared. 

Having  received  information  that  only  part  of  General  Pope's  armj 
was  at  Calpeper  Court-House,  and  hoping,  through  the  blessing  ol 
Providence,  to  be  able  to  defeat  it  before  reinforcements  should  arrive 
there,  Ewell's,  Hill's  and  Jackson's  divisions  were  moved,  oa  the  7th, 
in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  from  their  respective  encampment 
near  Gordonsville.  On  the  morning  of^the  8th,  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
north  of  the.  R&pidan,  was  driven  back  by  ours,  under  Brigadier 
General  Robertson.  Our  cavalry  pursued  the  enemy's  on  the  direct 
road  from  Barnett's  ford  to  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  was  followed 
by  the  other  troops,  Ewell's  division  leading.  As  the  Federal  cavalry 
subsequently  displayed  unusual  activity,  and,  from  reports  received 
by  ine,  was  seriously  endangering  the  train  of  Jackson's  division,  I 
directed  General  Lawton  to  guard  it  with  his  brigade.  He  was  thus 
thrown  in  rear  of  the  division,  and  prevented  from  taking  part  in  the 
battle  of  the  following  day.  ' 

On  the  9th,  as  we  arrived  within  about  eight  miles  of  Culpeper 
Court-House,  we  found  the  enemy  in  our  front,  near  Cedar  Run,  and 
a  short  distance  west  and  north  of  Slaughter's  Mountain.      When  first 
seen,  his  cavalry,  in  large  force,  occupied  a  ridge  to  the  right  of  the 
road.     A  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Terry,  opened  upon  the  cavalry, 
which  soon  forced  it  to  retire.     Our  fire  was  responded  to  by  some 
guns  beyond  the  ridge,  from  which  the  Federal  adv^^nce  had  just  been 
driven.     Soon  after  this,  the  enemy's  cavalry  returned  to  the  posi- 
tion where  U  was  first  seen.     General  Early  was  ordered  forward, 
keeping  near  the  Culpoper  road,  whilst  General   Ewell,  with  his  two 
remaining  brigades,  Trimble's  and  Hays',  (the  latter  commanded  by 
Colonel  Forno,)  diverged  from  the  road  to  the  right,  advancing  along 
the  west  :rn  slope  of  Slaughter's  Mountain.     General  Early,  forming 
his  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  moved  into  the  open  field,  and  passing 
a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the  road,  but  parallel  to   it,  pushed 
forward,  driving  the  Federal  cavalry  before  him  to  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
which  overlooked  ihe  ground  between  bis  troops  and  the  opposite  hilU 
along  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  posted.     In  his  front  the 
ccuntry  was,  for  some  distance,  open  and  broken.     A  corn-field,  and. 
to  the  left  of  it,  a   wheat-field,   upon  which   the   shocks   were  yet 
standing,  extended   to  \he   opposita  hill,  which*  was  covered  with 
timber.     So  soon  as  Early  reached  the  eminence  described,  the  Fed- 
eral batteries  werja  opened  upon  him.     Large  bodies  of  cavalry  were 
seen  in  the  wheat-field  to  the  left.     General  Early  having  retired  his 
troops  under  the  protection  of  the  hill.   Captain  Brown,  with  one 
piece,  and  Captain   Dement,  with   three   pieces  of  artillery,  planted 
their  guns  in  advance  of  his   right  and   opened   a   rapid  and  well 
directed  fire    upon  the    Federal    batteries.     By   this   time,  General 
Winder,  with  Jackson's  division,  had  arrived,  and,  after  having  dis- 
posed Campbeirs  brigade.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett  commanding, 
to  the   left,  under  cover  of  the  wood,  near  the  wheat  fial«l,    Talijk- 
ferro's  brigade,  parallel  to  the  road,  in  rear  of  the  batteries  of  Poague, 
Carpenter,  and  Caskie,  then  being  placed  near  the  road,  under  the 
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direction  of  Major  Ancfrews,  chief  of  artillery  of  th«  division,  and 
Winder's  brigade,  Colonel  Ronald  coinmaDdlng,  as  a  reserve,  he  was 
proceeding  to  direct,  with  his  usual  skill  and  coolness,  the  movements 
of  those  batteries,  when  he'was  struck  by  a  shell,  from  which  he  ex* 
pired  in  a  few  hours.  It  is  difficu*)t  within  the  proper  reserve  of  an 
offcial  report,  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  this  accomplished  officer. 
Urged  by  the  medical  director  to  take  co  part  in  the  movements  of 
the  day,  because  of  the  then  enfeebled  state  of  his  health,  his  ardent 
patriotism  and  military  pride  could  bear  no  such  restraint.  Richly 
endowed  with  those  qualities  o^  mind  and  person  which  fit  an  officer 
for  command,  and  which  attract  the  admiration  and  excite  the  enthu<> 
siasm  of  troops,  he  was  rapidly  rising  to  the  front  rank  of  his  pro- 
fession.  His  loss  has  been  severely  felt.  The  command  of  Jackson^s 
division  ntfw  devolved  upon  Brigadier  General  William  B.  Taliaferro, 
whose  brigade  during  the  remainder  of  fhe  action  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  A.  G.  Taliaferro. 

In  the  meantime  General  Ewell,  with  the  brigades  of  Tiimble  and 
Hays,  reached  the  northwest  termination  of  Slaughter's  Mountain, 
and,  upon  an  elevated  spot  about  two  hundred  feet^  al  ovo  the  valley 
below,  had  planted  Lattimejr's  guns,  which  opened  with  mttked  effect 
upon  the  enemy's  batteries!  For  some  two  hours  a  rapid  sind  con<> 
tinuous  fire  of  artillery  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.  Our  batteries 
were  well  served,  and  damaged  the  enemy  seriously.  Especial  credit 
is  due  Major  Andrews  for  the  success  and  gallantry .  with  which  his 
guns  were  directed  until  he  was  severely  wounded  and  taken  from  the 
field.  About  five  o'clock,  the  enemy  threw  forward  his  skirmishers 
through  a  corn  field,  and  advanced  his  iof  mtry,  until  then  concealed 
in  the  wood,  to  the  rear  and  left  of  his  batteries.  Another  body  of 
infajatry,  apparently  debouching  from  one  of  those  vallies  hid  from 
the  view  by  the  undulating  character  of  the  country,  moved  upon 
Early's  right,  which  rested  near  a  clump  of  cedars,  where  the  guns 
of  Brown  and  Dement  were  posted. 

The  infantry  fight  soon  extended  to  the  left  and  centre.  Early  be- 
came warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  his  right  and  froot  lie  had 
previously  ijalled*for  reinforcements.  As  General  Hill  hat!  arrived 
with  his  division,  <  ne  of  his  brigades,  General  Thomas',  wm«  hent  to 
Early,  and  joined  him  in  time  to  render  efficient  service.  Wliilt  the 
attack  upon  Early  was  in  progms,  the  main  bcdy  of  the  Federal  in- 
fantry moved  down  from  the  wood,  through  the  corn  and  wht  at  fields, 
and  fell  with  great  vigor  upon  our  extreme  left,  and,  by  the  force  of 
superior  numbers,  bearing  down  all  opposition,  turned  it,  and  poured  a 
destructive  fire  into  its  rear.  Campbell's  brigade  fell  back  in  disorder. 
The  enemy  pushing  foiward,  and  the  left  flank  of  Taliaferro's  brigade 
being,  by  these  movements,  exposed  to  a  flank  fire,  fell  back,  as  did 
ilso  the  left  of  Eariy^t^  line,  the  remainder  of  his  ccmmaud  holding 
its  position  with  great  firmness. 

During  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  the  rear  of  the  guns  of  Jackson's 
division  becoming  exposed,  they  were  withdrawn.  At  this  critical 
moment  Branch's  brigade,  of  Hill's  division,  with  Winder's  biigade 
further  to  the  left,  met  the  Federal  forces,  flushed  with  their  temiKH 
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rarj  triumpb,  and  drove' them  back  with  terrible  slaughter,  ihroogli 
the  wood.  The  fight  was  still  maintained  with  obstinacy,  between  the 
enemy  and  the  two  brigades  just  named,  when  Archer  and  Pender 
coming  up,  a  general  charge  was  made,  which  drove  the  enemy  acrost 
the  field  into  the  opposite  wooJs,  sA^ewing  the  narrbw  valley  with  their 
dead.  In  this  charge,  Archer's  brigade  was  subjected  to  a  heary  fire. 
At  this  time  the  Federal  cavalry  charged  upon  Taliaferro's  brigade  with 
impetuous  valor;  but  were  met  with  such  determined  resistance  bv 
Taliaferro's  brigade  in  its  front,  and  by  so  galling  a  fire  from  Branch's 
brigade  in  flank,  that  it  was  forced  rapidly  from  the  field,  with  loss 
and  in  disorder. 

In  the  meantime.  General  Ewell,  on  the  right,  found  himself  kept 
back  from  advancing  by  the  incessant  fire  from  our  batteries  in  the 
valley,  which  swept  his  only  approach  to  the  enemy's  left.  This  diffi- 
culty no  longer  existing,  he  moved  with  his  two  brigades,  Trimble^a 
in  the  advance,  and  pressed  forward  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  en- 
emy's artillery,  the  front  covered  by  skirmishers  from  the  fifteenth 
Alabama,  and  the  brigades  advancing  in  echelon  of  regiments.  Thus 
repulsed  from  our  left  and  centre,  and  now  pressed  by  our  right,  centre 
and  left,  tU%  Federal  force  fell  back  at  every  point  of  their  line,  and 
commenced  retreating,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field  cf 
battle.  Though  late,  I  was  so  desirous  of  reaching  Culpeper  Court- 
House  before  morning,  as  to  induce  me  to  pursue.  The  advance  was 
accordingly  ordered — General  Hill,  with  his  division  leading  ;  but 
owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  it  was  necessary  to  move  cau- 
tiously. Stafford's  brigade,  which  was  in  front,  ca'ptured  some  prisoners. 
Before  we  bad  probably,  advanced  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half,  Far- 
row, my  most  reliable  scout,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  was  tut  a 
few  hundred  yards  from  our  advance.  Pegram's  batteiy,  supported 
by  Field's  brigade,  soon  took  position  jast  beyond  the  wood  through 
which  we  had  passed,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  This  well  directed 
and  unexpected  fire  produced  much  disorder  and  confusion  among  that 
portion  of  the  Federal  troops.  Three  batteries  were,  however,  soon 
opened  in  reply,  and  a  heavy  cannonade  was  continued  for  some  time, 
causing  Captain  Pegram  severe  loss  and  silencing  hpim.     t 

In  the  meantime,  Colonel  Jones,  with  the  seventh  Virginia  cavalry, 
had  passed  to  our  right  and  front.  lie  succeeded  in  capturing  some 
prisoners,  one  of  whom  reported  thsPFedcral  reinTorccments  had  ar- 
rived. Believing  it  imprudent  to  continue  to  move  forward  during 
the  darkness,  I  ordered  a  halt  for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning,  (HUh,)  having  reason  to  believe  the 
Federal  army  had  been  so  largely  reinforced  as  to  render  it  im- 
prudent for  me  to  attempt  to  advance  further,  directions  were  given 
for  sending  the  wounded  to  the  rear,  for  burying  the  dead,  and  collect- 
ing arms  from  the  battlQ  field.  In  the  course  of  the  same  morning, 
General  J.  £.  B.  Stuart  arrived  on  a  tour  of  inspection.  At  my  re- 
quest he  took  command  of  the  cavalry,  and  made  a  reconnoissance  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  information  respecting  the  nambers  and  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  From  his  report,  as  well  as  from  other  sourceB 
of  information,  I  was  confirmed  in  my  opinion  that  U^e  heavy  forces 
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concentrated  in  front,  rendered  it  nnwiee,  on  mj  part,  to  renew  the 
action.  Th^  main  body  of  my  troops  were,  however,  eo  posted  as  to 
receive  the  attack^  if  the  enemy  decided  to  advance. 

On  the  1 1th/ a  flag  of  trace  was  received  from  the  enemy,  who  re- 
quested permission,  until  two  oMock,  to  remove  and  bury  his  dead, 
not  already  interred  by  our  troops.  This  was  granted  and  the  time 
subsequently  extended,  by  request  of  the  enemy,  to  five  in  the  morning. 

We  captured  four  hundred  prisoners,  and  among  them  Brigadier 
General  Pi  ince;  fi?e  thousand  three  hundred  and  two  small  arms, 
one  twelve-pounder  Napoleon  and  its  caisson,  with  two  other  caissons 
and  a  limber ;  three  colors,  by  Winder's  brigade,  one  being  from  the 
fifth  Connecticut,  and  another  from  tho  twenty-eighth  New  York. 

The  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  my  command  in  this  battle 
show  a  loss  of  nineteen  officers  killed  and  one  hundred  and  foarteen 
wounded ;  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  two  hundred 
and  four  killed  and  nine  hundred  and  forty-six  wounded,  with  thirty- 
one  missing,  making  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  (223)  killed,  and 
one  thousand  and  sixty  (1,060)  wounded.  Total  loss  of  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen 
(1,314.)  This  loss  was  probably  about  one-half  that  sustained  by 
the  enemy. 

I  remained  in  position  until  the  night  of  the  1  Ufa,  when  I  returned   * 
to  the  vicinity  of  Gordonsville^  in  order  to  avoid  being  attacked  by 
the  vastly  superior  force  in  front  of  me,  and  with  the  hope  that  by 
thus  falling  back,  General  Pope  would  be  induced  to  follpw  me  until  I 
ohould  be  reinforced. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  during   the  battle   merits  great 
praise.  My  chief  of  artillery,  Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  ably  discharged 
his  duties.     In  the  prompt  transmission  of  orders,  great  assistance 
was  received  from  Major  E.  F-  Paxton,  A.  A.  A.  G. ;  Captain  A.  S. 
Pendleton,  A.  A.  G. ;  First  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Boswell,  Chief  Engi- 
neer ;  First  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Morrison,  A.  D.  C. ;  First  Lieutenant 
H.  K.  Douglass,  A.  I.  G. ;  First  Lieutenant  J.  T.  L.  Snead,  of  the 
engineer  corps  ;  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Jackson,  volunteer  A.  D.  C,  and 
Colonel  A;  ji.  Eoteler,  volunteer  A,  D.  C.     The   wounded  received 
special   attention   from   my  medical  director.   Dr.  Hunter  McGuire . 
The  quartermaster   and  commissary  departments  were  well   managed  * 
during  the  expedition  by  their  respective  chiefs,  Major  J.  A.  Harman  . 
and  Major  W.  J.  Hawks. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  detailed  movement  of  troops 
and  condiict  of  individual  officers  and  men,  I  would  respectfully  call 
your  attention  to  the  accompanying  official  reports   of  other  officers. 

Two  maps,  by  Mr.  J.  Hotchkiss — one  of  the  route  of  the  army 
during  the  expedition  and  the  other  of  the  battle-field — are  trans- 
mitted herewith.  •      • 

In  order  to  render  thanks  to  God  for  the  victory  at  Cedar  Run, 
and  other  past  victories,  and  to  implore   His  continued  favor  in  the 
futufe,  divine  service  was  held  in  the  army  on  the  14th  of  August. 
I  am^  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON,  LieuUnani^  fienenrf. 
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LIST   showing  the  kiUed   und  wounded    in    the    army  commanded  t-. 
Major  Crtneral  Jackson  in  the  bottle  of  Cedar  Hun, 


Officers. 

Snlisted  men. 

Snlisied 

OjVM'»Ni. 

.     '    1 

—           1            o 

5      ,      i^ 

1 

1 

0 

1 

c 

1 

.fackaon's, 

Ewell'i, 

12 
3 

4 

«6 
17 
32 

145 
14 
45 

472 

101 
313 

SI 

X  P.  Hill'a 

Total, 

19 

114 

204      1        946 

81 

Totol  kiUpd,  wo:in'?ed  and  raissing,  1,314. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  EWELL. 

^  Richmond  YiRGimA,  March  6,  1S6S. 

Colonel  C.  J.  Faulkner, 

Aifsutant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  I  have -the  honor  to  report,  as  follows,  the  moyements  of  ukj 
division  at  Cedar  Run,  on  the  9th  August,  1862: 

My  division  followed  the  cavalry  advance,  and  when  we  reached 
the  south  end  of  the  valley,  the  enemy's  cavalry  wore  seen  in  strons 
force  in  our  front.  A  reconnoissance  was  made,  and  artillery  fired 
on  the  enemy,  which  drove  them  back,  soon  to  re-appear.  It  was 
evident  that  the  enemy  intended  to  make  a  stand  at  this  place. 
Shortly  after  one  o'clock,  my  division  was  ordered  forward.  Early's 
brigade,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  to  the  left,  Trimble's  and  Forno's 
brigades  on  the  right,  Dement's  Maryland^artillery,  Brown's,  Chesa- 
peake artillery,.  D'Aquin's  Louisiana  artillery,  were  posted  in  the 
valley,  and  served  \iith  effect,  under  the  general  direction  of  Major 
Courtnay,  rn  the  plain.  I  reached  the  point  of  Slaughter's  Moun- 
tain, with  the  two  brigades  or  Trimble  and  Forno,  and  established, 
from  a  commanding  position,  Latimer's  battery,  with  a  section  of 
Johnson'Sy  under  Lieutenant  Terry,  which  opened,  with  marked  ef- 
fect, on  the  enemy,  drawing  much  of  the  artillery  fire  which  had  been 
concentrated  against  our  left  wing.  Captain  Latimer  ^as  advanced 
later  in  the  evening,  so  as  to  obtain  a  more  effective  position.  The 
enemy  moved  a  section  of  artillery  to  meet  this  fire  and  protect  their 
left  flank.  Captain  Latimer  exhibited  his  usu-al  coolness  and  judg- 
ment. Major  Lowther  was  ordeiecf  forward  with  the  fifteenth  Ala- 
bama,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  against  the  enemy's  left  flank.  They 
were  exposed  to  thf  fire  of  artillery,  which  they  supported  with 
nnflincbing  bravery,  and  led  the  later  movements  from  our  right.  I 
found  that  a  mill  pond  stopped  the  further  progress  of  our  right,  and 
for  a  short  time  the  only  approach  against  the  enemy  was  swept  by 
our  batterioo  in  the  valley.  When  this  difficulty  was  removed,  the 
two  brigades  marched,  under  a  heavy  fire,  from  the  enemy's  artillery, 
against  ihe  battery  on  their  left,  the  front  covered  by  skirmishers 
from  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  the  brigade  advancing  in  echelon  of  reg- 
iments. The  enemy  hastily  abandoned  the  field,  leaving  their  wounded^ 
Beveral  loaded  ammunition  wagons,  and  a  piece  of  artillery.  As  it 
was  too  late  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe,  and  shouting  was  heard  to 
my  left,  (in  rear  of  line  of  battle,)  I  halted  to  communicato  with  the 
centre,  now  advancing  under  Qeneral  Early,  in  a  direction  to  inter- 
sect my  line  of  march.  While  waiting,  I  received  orders  to  join  the 
left  wing,  under  the  M?jor  General  in  person.  Night  stopped  the 
pursuit,  and  next  morning  I  was  remanded  to  Slaughter's  Mountain. 
An  armistice  having  been  agreed  on  to  bury  the  deud,  General  Early 
returned  to  the  field  with  a  detachment  from  his  brigade,  and  while 
there,  secured  six  wagon  loads  of  arms,  besides  burying  nearly  ane 
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hundred  dead  left  by  the  other  divisions  of  the  armj^  and  whicli 
would  not  have  been  buried  bat  for  his  energy.  General  Early^ 
though  on  duty  since  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  was  still  so  enfee- 
bled irom  the  eiTccts  of  a  wound. received  at  Williamsburg,  as  to  be' 
unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assistance.  I  beg  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Major  General  commanding  to  the  gallant  and  effec- 
tive jservice  rendered  by  General  Early  in  repulsing  repeated  attacks 
of  the  enemy,  and  contributing  largely  in  driving  him  from  the  field. 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  for  promotion,  and  als6  heartily  en- 
dorse his  recommendation  for  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Walker,  of 
the  thirteenth  Virginia,  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  My  staff 
present  were,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones  and  Captain  G.  Gamp- 
bell  Brown,  adjutant  general  department.  Lieutenant  T,  T.  Turner, 
aid-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Richardson,  engineer  corps.  These 
officers  were,  as  usual,  active  and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  Lieutenant  Elliott  Johnson,  aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Garnett,  volunteered  on  iny  staff,  for  the  battle,  and  here,  as  well 
as  afterwards,  at  Bristoe,  ^profited  largely  by  his  activity,  coolness 
and  intelligence.  This  officer  was  severely  wounded  at  Sharpsburg. 
His  valuable  and  long  services  to  the  Confederacy,  much  of  the  time 
without  rank,  entitle  him  to  promotio%  I  enclose  herewith  reports 
from  Captain  D'Aquin's  Louisiana  battery.  Major  Courtay,  chief  of 
artillery,  Colonel  Walker,  thirteenth  Virginia,  Colonel  Forno,  com- 
manding Hays'  Brigade,  (Louisiana,)  General. Trimble  and  General 
Early.     My  losses  were  eight  wounded  in  the  artillery. 


Early's  Brigade, 

Trijnble's    " 

Fornc's  (Hays')  Brigade, 

Total,  ,  17       '  178 

Respectfully, 

R.  S.  EWELL,  Commanding. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  a 'drawing  of  the  field  of  battle,  by   Lieutenant 
RichardaoUy  engineer  corps,  showing  movements  of  the  division. 


KILLED. 

WOUNDED 

16       . 

145 

I 

17    . 

0 

8 
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BEPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

Headquarters  Light  Division,      ) 
V      Camp  Gregg,  March  8,  1863.  J 

Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  J.  Faulkner,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Colonel:  I  hate  the  hopor  to  submit  ^e  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  light  division,  under  niy  command,  at  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Run :  ^ 

On  the  nig'ht  of  the  7th  August,  1863,  my  division,  to  which  had  . 
been  added  the  Lousiana  brigade  of  Colonel  Stafford,  encamped  around 
Orange  Court-House.     That  night  orders  were  received  by  me,  from . 
Major  General  Jackson,  to  move  at  dawn  an  the  morning,  and  in  the 
following  order,  viz  :  Ewell's  Hill's  and  Jackson's  divisions. 

At  the  appointed  time,  I  was  ready,  with  the  head  of  my  leading- 
brigade  resting  near  the  street  down  which  I  understood  Ewell  was  to 
pass,  and  rea^to  take  my  appointed  place  in  the  column  of  march. 
A  little  afterSnrise,  a  division  commenced  ^passing,  which  I  sup- 
posed to  be  Ewell's.  One  or  two  brigades  having  passed,  I  then  re- 
cognized it  to  be  Jackson's,  and  learned  that  Ewell  had  taken  another 
route  by  Liberty  Mills.  Of  this  no  intimation  had  been  given  me^ 
Not  desiring  to  separate  the  brigades  of  the  division,  I  awaited  its 
passing  and  fell  in,  in  rear  of  it.  Jackson's  division  was  followed  by 
quite  a  train  of  wagons,  and  such  I  understood  \o  be  General  Jack- 
son's order,  and  nothing  had  been  said  about  the  trains  in  the  order 
of  march.  My  column  progressed  so  slowly  that  I  rode  on  to  the 
river  to  see  the  cause  of  the  delay.  I  there  found  that  a  portion  of 
Jackson's  division  had  not  crossed,  and  all  were  delayed  by  the  pass- 
ing of  Ewell's  tropps  and  trains,  his  road  joining  ours  at  this  point. 
I  sent  word  to  General  Jackson  that  th^  trains  were  delaying  the 
^arch  of  the  troops  very  much,  and  to  know  if  it  Was  his  order  that 
the  trains  were  to  follow  in  rear  of  each  division.  Between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  the  wagons  of  Ewell  still  passing,  and  a  portion  of  Jack- 
son's division  still  not  having  crossed  the  river,  I  received  an  order 
from  General  Jackson,  to  go  back  to  Orange  Court  House  and  en- 
campjbr  the  night.  The  head  of  my  column  having  only  made 
about  a  mih,  I  bivouacked  the  brigades  where  they  were.  That 
night,  I  sent  a  note  to  General  Jackson,  at  Garnett's  house, 
that  it  ^ould  be  impossible  for  me  to  get  along  the  next  day 
with  my  artillery,  unless  the  road  was  cleared  of  the  trains  ;  that,  fa- 
miliar with  the  country,  if  he  would  permit,  I  could  take  my  division 
by  a  short  road,  by  the  ford  at  HoUiday's  Mill,  and  join  him  at  ady  point 
he  might  designate.  The  reply  I  received  was,  that|the  trains  had  been* 
ordered  from  the  road,  and  to  move  immediately  by  the  route  first  de- 
signated, as  it  was  his  intention  to  be  i^i  Cnlpeper  Court  House  that, 
night.  Moving  before  daylight,  Lawton's,  Talliaferro's  and  other 
brigades  were  overhauled  just  as  they  were  in  motion.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  having  made  acme  demonstrations  on  oor  left,  Gregg  was  or 
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dered  to  remain  at  the  ford  and  protect  the  crossing  of  the  trains,  and 
as  a  guard  on  the  march.  My  order  of  march,  was^  Thomaa^  Branch, 
Archer,  Pender,  Staiford  and  Field.  Arriving  within  about  sii:  milee 
of  Gulpeper  Court-House,  the  heavy  firing  in  front  gave  notice  that 
the  battle  bad  commenced.  I  iras  then  directed  by  General  Jackson  to 
send  a  brigade  to  the  support  of  Taliaferro,  who  was  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  right  of  the  main  road.  Thomas  was  aont  on  this  duty,  and 
formed  his  line  immediately  in  rear  of  Taliaferro^s.  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Walker  placed  Pegrai^saiid  Fleet's  batteries  in  eligible  positions 
in  front  of  JSarly'a  brigade,  (General  Taliaferro's  right ;)  Branch, 
Archer  and  Pender,  as  they  came  up,  were  successively  formed  on  the 
left  of  the  road.  Winder's  brigade,  immediately  in  front  of  Branch* 
being  hard  pressed,  broke,  and  many  fugitives  came  back.  Without 
waiting  for  the  formation  of  the  entire  line,  Branch  was  immediately 
ordered  forward,  and  passing  through  the  broken  brigade,  received  the 
enemy's  fire,  promptly  returned  it,  checked  the  pursuit,  and  in  turn 
drove  them  back,  and  relieved  Taliaferro's  flank.  The  enemy,  driven 
across  an  open  field,  had  rallied  in  a  wood  skirting  it.  Branch  was 
engaging  when  Archer  came  up,  and,  with  Pender  ongke  left,  the  en- 
emy were  charged  across  this  field,  the  brigade  of  ArWer  being  sub- 
jected to  a  very  heavy  fire.  General  Thomas,  on  the  rights  had  been 
ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  the  right  to  support  Early's  brigade 
'Quite  a  large  portion  of  both  Early's  and  Taliaferro's  brigades  had 
'been  thrown  into  confusion,  some  of  the  regimenta  standing  firm,  the 
^he  thirteenth  Virginia,  twenty-first  Virginia  and  twelfth  Greorgia. 
Thomas  formed  his- line  of  battle  along  a  f^'nce  bordering  a  corn-field, 
through  which  the  enemy  were  advancing.  After  a  short  contest  here, 
the  enemy  were  hurled  back.  Pe^ram'sand  Fleet's  batteries,  the  latter 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hardy,  did  heavy  execution  this  day, 
and  drove  back  several  attempts  to  capture  their  guns.  The  four- 
teenth Georgia,  under  the  gallant  Colonel  Folsom,  having  become  sep- 
arated from  the  rest  of  the  1[)rigade,  by  our  fugitives,  charged  the 
advancing  enemy,  and  with  brilliant  success.  The  enemy  had  now 
been  driven  from  every  part  of  the  field,  but  made  an  attempt  to  retrieve 
his  fortunes  by  a  cavalry  charge.  Their  squadrons,  advancing  across 
an  open  fied  in  front  of  Branch,  exposed  their  flank  to  him,  and,  en- 
countering a  deadly  fire  from  the  fourteenth  Georgia  and  thirteenth 
Virginia,  bad  many  saddles  emptied,  and  fled  in  utter  disorder.  *Muck 
credit  is  due  Thomaa||,  brigade  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they 
acted,  under  very  discouraging  circumstances. 

It  was  now  dark,  and  the  field  had  been  won.  I  was  directed  to 
follow  the  enemy.  Colonel  Staiford  and  General  Field  being  now  up^ 
Stafford's  brigade  was  put  in  advance,  and  Field,  with  Pegram's  bat- 
tery next.  The  woods  in  our  front  having  first  been  shelled  for  seme  min* 
Qtes  by  all  my  batteries,  Stafford  advanced,  feeling  his  way  cautiously, 
akirmishing  and  taking  prisoners.  Passing  through  the  woods,  he 
-came  upon  the  enemy  in  force.  By  direction  of  General  Jackson, 
Pegram  occupied  a  little  knoll  upon  the  margin  of  the  field  and  opened 
fire.  Field  was  thrown  into  line  along  the  edge  of  the  woods  bor- 
dering the  field,  and  a  little  in  rear  of  Pegram.     Yott  foon  a  ooncen- 
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trie  fire  from  three  batteries,  at  abort  range,  was  opened  on  Pegram, 
and  his  loss  in  men  and  horses  was  so  great  that  he  was  soon  silenced. 
No  farther  attempt  was  made  to  advance.  My  brigade  bivouacked 
npon  the  ground,  and  next  day  were  withdrawn  a  short  distance  back, 
and  the  dead  baried. 
Mnjor  J.  G.  Field  and  Capt.  F-  T.  Hill,  of  my  staff,  were  wounded. 


the  former  severely. 

-                           w                         - 

My  liSfSB  was  as  follows : 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Colonels, 

0 

1 

Lieut.  Colonels 

0 

9 

Majors, 

U 

3 

Captains, 

1 

9 

Lieutenants, 

S 

16 

Privates, 

*        m 

45 

lis 

49 

145k-Total,  194 

Very  respectfully, 

• 

A.  P.  HILL 

On  the  above  report  was  the  following  endorsement : 

Headquarters  2d  Corps,  A.  N.  Y.,  March  Id,  1863. 

Reppeetfully  forwarded.  The  reason  assigned  by  General  Hill  for 
his  division  not  being  next  to  EweH's  on  the  day  preceding  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Bun,  renders  it  proper  that  tbe  facts  of  the  case  should  be 
stated.  For  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  enemy  at  or  near  Culpeper 
Court- House,  I  directed  Generals  Ewell  and  Ilill  to  leave  their  en- 
capopment  on  the  7th,  and,  at  dawn  on  the  following  morning,  to  re- 
sume the  march,  and  move  via  Barnett^s  ford.  The  positions  of  the 
two  divisions  were  such  that  I  did  not  require  General  Hill's  division 
to  follow  General  EwelPs  on  the  7th,  but  I  did  expect  it  to  do  so  on 
the  8th  ;  and  such  would  have  .been  the  case,  had  General  Hill  car- 
ried out  the  instructions  which  I  gave  him  before  he  left  his  encamp- 
pent  on  the  7ih,  to  move  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  ftth.  Ewell 
moved  early  in  the  morning,  and  though  he  did  not  cross  at  Barnett's 
ford,  yet  he. passed  near  that  point  in  coming  inl^the  road  upon  which 
.the  troops  were  to  move.  I' passed  tbe  night  probably  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Orange  Court* House. 

After  sunrise  next  morning,  I  observed  some  of  General  Hill's 
troops  still  where  they  had  bivouacked,  and  such  was  my  concern  at 
their  not  having  moved,  that  I  ordered  my  horse  and  rode  to  Orange 
Court  Hoti^se;  where  I  found  General  Hill,  but  did  not  see  any  of  his 
troops  with  him..  1  spoke  to  him  about  his  not  having  moved,  and 
understood  him  to  say  that  he  was  waiting  for  Jackson's  division  to 
pass.  The  sun  was  then  probably  over  an  hour  high.  The  advance 
of  Jack.<-oQ'd  divibion  had  reached  the  town  and  halted.     Iresiring  ta 
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aroid  dday,  I  directed  my  A.  A.  General,  Major  E.  F.  Paxton,  to 
order  Jackson^s  division  forward.  Upon  reaching  Barnett^a  ford,  on 
the  Rapidan,  I  found  Ewell's  division  n\0ving  by  there.  Had  Gene- 
ral Hill  moved  at  dawn,  I  could,  had  1  deemed  it  necessary,  have 
halted  Ewell's  train  before  it  reached  the  roadmpon  which  General 
Hill  was  to  move,  and  thus  have  brought  the  division  of  General  H. 
immediately  in  rear  of  that  of  General  Ewell.  As  General  H.  says 
that  he  was  to  move  at  dawn  and  follow  Ewell,  he  should  have  ex- 
pected  Ewell  to  bo  in  front,  and  not  in  rear  of  him  at  that  time.  If 
he  believed  that  the  division  for  which  he  was  waiting  to  pass  was 
EwelPs,  he  could  easily,  have  sent  some  one  and  ascertained  the  fact. 
But  though  the  better  part  of  two  hours  had  elapsed  since  the  time 
fixed  for  marching,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  taken  any  steps 
to  ascertain  ;  but  appears  to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  divis- 
ion which  should  have  been  in  advance  of  him,  was  in  rear.  No  or- 
der was  aent  by  me  to  General  Hill  to  go  back  to  Orange  Court-Hiuse 
and  encamp  for  the  night ;  on  the  contrary,  I  sent  a  verbal  order  to 
him,  by  my  chief  of  artillery,  Coloncr  Crutchfield,  urging  him  for- 
ward, and  also  sent  a  written  order  to  the  same  effect  by  a  courier. 

T.  J.  JACKSON,  Lieuttnant  GentraL 
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EEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  TALIAFERRO. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Valleit  Army,  } 
Camp  near  Liberty  Mills,  Va,,  August  13,  1862.      J 

To  Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A,  A.  G  : 

Captain  :  By  direction  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  on  the  9th  instant, 
duriDg  the  engagement  near  Cedar  Run  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  first,  second  and  third  brigades  of 
this  division,  under  Brigadior  General  C.  S.  Winder,  first  brigade,  (the 
fourth  having  been  detailed  to  protect  the  trains,)  marched  from  the 
encampment,  near  Barnett's  ford  of  the  Rapidan  river,  upon  the  turn- 
pike road  leadiog  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper,  the  division  of  Major 
General  EwcH  having  preceeded  it  the  morning  previous.  After 
crossing  the  Robertson  river,  and  proceeding  some  three  miles,  we 
overtook  the  division  of  General  Ewell,  and  discovered  the  enemy  in 
front,  when  our  troops  were  halted  to  make  dispositions  to  attack  them. 
This  division  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy's  right,  whilst  the  divis^ 
ion  of  General  Ewell  was  ordered  to  attack  him  upon  the  left. 

On  my  riding  to  the  front,  I  perceived  the  enemy's  cavalry  drawn 
up  on  the  range  of  hills  near  Cedar  Run,  with  a  line  of-  videttes  in 
front,  whilst  the  fall  of  the  hills  in  rear  and  the  woods  beyond  evi- 
Jently  concealed  their  batteries  and  infantry.  A  corn-field  in  front  of 
this  position  also  concealed  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  'and  fhe 
undulation  of  the  country  made  reconnoisances  very  difficult.  The 
field  batteries  of  General  Ewell  were  now  shelling  the  enemy,  when 
General  Winder  ordered  the  division  forward  along  the  turnpike  to  a 
point  at  \shich  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  terminated.  Be- 
yond this  point,  the  woods  on  the  left  extended  to  a  wheat  field,  be* 
jond  which  a  dense  wood  again  appeared.  On  the  right  of  the  road 
from  the  point  of  termination  of  the  woods,  an  extensive  bare  field 
stretched  to  the  left  to  a  considembl^  distance  and  to  the  front*  to  a 
eornfield.  A  brigade,  under  General  Early,  protected  by  the  fall  of 
the  hills,  accupied  the  right  of  this  field  in  line  of  battle  directly  front- 
ing the  general  line  of  the  enemy,  (as  far  as  y[e  could  make  it  out,) 
General  Winder  now  ordered  the  second  brigade,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Garnett,  folty-eighth  Virginia,  to  move  Jprward  to  the  left, 
under  cover  of  the  woods,  to  the  wheat  field  and  to  extend  back  to  the 
left  along  the  skirt  of  the  woods.  He  then  ordered  some  pieces  of 
artillery,  under  the  general  charge  of  Major  Snowden  Andrews,  chief 
of  artillery  for  the  division,  to  the  point  where  the  bare  ifiield  com- 
menced, and  ordered  the  third  brigade,  under  my  command,  to  move 
along  up  parallel  to  the  road  in  rear  of  the  batteries,  and  under  cover 
of  the  wood,  until  the  head  of  the  column  rested  near  the  rear  of  the 
second  brigade;  The  brigade  was  then  faced  to  the  road.  The  first 
brigade,  Colonel  C.  F.  Ronald,  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  commanding, 
was  ordered,  as  1  was  informed,  to  move  up  as  a  reserve.    - 
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Whilst  these  dispositions  were  being  made,  the  troops  were  sub- 
jected to  a  heavj  discharge  of  shell  and  shot  from  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery, thrown  mostly  at  random  into  the  woods.     The  effect  of  our 

'  batteries  from  the  point  of  woods  and  from  a  position  subsequently 
taken  in  the  open  field  to  the  right,  was  very  great,  to  a  great  extent 
silencing  the  enemy's  guns.  After  the  pieces  had  been  placed  in  bat- 
tery, at  the  corner  of  ibe/^oods,  and  had  opened  some  fifteen  minatei 
iip6n  ihe  enemy,  1  returned  to  my  brigade,  a  short  distance  back  in 
the  woods  and  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy,  to  await  General  yiTinder's 
orders.  I  left  this  brave,  generous  and  accomplished  officer  at  this 
goint,  and  was  informed  a  short  time  afterwards  that  he  ha4  been 
struck  by  a  shell  and  mortally  wounded.  I  now  assumed  command  of 
the  division,  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  ignorant  of  the  plans 
of  the  General,  except  as^far  as  I  could  form  an  opinion  from  my  ob- 
servation of  the  dispositions  made.  I  at  onee  rode  to  the  front  to 
acquaint  myself  with  the  position  of  the-  second  brigade,'  and  recon- 
noitre the  enemy's  position  from  the  fiidd  in  front  of  the  first  Virginia 
battali^n  of  that  brigade.  I  could  discover  no  evidences  of  the  enemy 
in  front;  but  could  discover  them  in  force  on  the  right  of  that  posi- 
tion.in  the  corn-field,  somcvbat  concealed  from  the  view  of  our  troops 
liy  the  undulations  of  the  country.  I  now  returned  to  the  position 
occupied  by  our  batteries,  when  I  was  overtaken  by  an  officer  who  re- 
ported that  the  enemy  were  showing  themselves  in  front  of  the  posi- 
tion I  had  just  left,  and  were  advancing  I  at  once  ordered  the  tenth 
Virginia  regiment  to  be  detached  from/  the  third  brigade  and  sent  for- 
ward to  reinforce  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  and  ^ent  an  order  to 
Colonel  Ronald  to  move  his  brigade  (the  first)  rapi  lly  to  the  support 
of  the  second  brigade.  I  now  perceived  the  enemy  advajacing  through 
the  corn-field,  and  directed  Colonel  Garnett  to  throw  his  right  forward 
and  drive  them  back,  and  ordered  Colonel  Taliaferro  to  move  his 
brigade  into  the  open  field  to  the  ri^ht,  and  attack  and  drive  back  the 
enemy  in  front.  The  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment,  second  brigade, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  and  exhibited  a  degree  of  heroic  valor  rarely  ever  witnessed. 
The  third  brigade  advanced  in  fine  style,  and  the  enemy  gave  way 
before  the  severity  of  its  fire.  At  this  moment  I  discovered  that, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  fir^t  brigade  had  not  beenmoved  sufficiently 

.  near  originally,  or  that  the  order  had  not  reached  Colonel  llonald  in 
time,  the  enemy  had  attacked  the  left  wing  of  the||econd  brigade  and 
turned  it,  and  that  it  was  falling  back  in  some  disorder.  This  move- 
ment exposed,  also,  the  left  flank  of  the  third  brigade,  and  caused  it  to 
fall  back';  but  it  was  soon  afterwards  brought  back  to  its  original  posi- 
tion. At  this  critical  moment,  the  first  brigade  moved  up,  and  with 
General  BrancVs  brigade,  of  General  Hill's  division,  encountered 
the  enemy,  confused  by  their  severe  conflict  with  the  second  brigade, 
and  drove  them  back  with  terrible  slaughter.  The  third  brigade  now 
advanced  to  the  brow  of  the^  hill  overlooking  the  cor^-field,  and  the 
second  brigade  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  drove  the  enemy  in  front 

.  of  them,  from  their  positions,  in  confusion.  To  cover  his  retreat,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  charged  the  third  brigade ;  but  xhe^  were  met  by 
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inch  a  storm  of  missiles  that  the  whole  oolamn  was  turned,  wheeled 
to  the  right  and  before  it  could  be  wheeled  off  to  the  rear  was  forced 
to  ran  the  gauntlet  of  the  other  brigades,  and  scattered  in  every,  di- 
rection with  heavy  loss. 

This  was  the  last  effort  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  stand  ;  they  re* 
treated  and  our  troops  pursueid  them,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners^ 
This  division  crossed  the  corn-field  diagonally  towards  the  railroad. 

Brigadier  General  Prinee,  United  States  army,  was  made  a  prisoner 
and  surrendered  to  me  as  we  were  crossing  this  field,  and  his  command^ 
which  was  on  our  right,  had^een,.!  think,  principally  eogaged  with 
Brigadier  General  Early's  brigade,  fled  upon  our  approach  with 
scarcely  any  oppositiou.  We  continued  to  push  forward.untilwe  had 
driven  the  enemy  some  three  miles,  and  until  the  darkness  rendered 
it  impossible  to*  distinguish  our  troops  from  those  of  the  enemy.  Afi-' 
ter  having  made  report  of  my  position  to  the  commanding  General,  I 
was  ordered  to  permit  the  troops  to  rest  for  the  night,  which  was  done 
in  advance  of  the  field  of  battle.  From  my  own  personal  observa- 
tion and  the  reports  of  officers,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  renewed 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  gallantry  of  this  veteran  division. 

The  first  brigade  fully  sustained  its  ancient  reputation.  *I  captured 
a  number  of  prisoners,  and  four  stands  of  colors.  Golenel  Ronald, 
irho  ably  and  gallantly  commanded  it,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  support  he  received  from  the  courage  and  zeal  displayed  by  hii 
officers  and  men.  Re  particularly  mentions  Major  Williams,  fifoh 
Virginia  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lawson  Butts,  second  Virginia 
regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  D.  Gardner,  fourth  Virginia •regi*^ 
ment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  D.  Lee,  thirty-third  Virginia  regU 
ment;  Captain  Charles  L.  Haynes,  twenty-seventh  Virginia  regiment; 
Captains  Carpent^  and  Poague,  confmanding  batteries ;  Caplain  John 
H.  Fulton,  fourth  Virginia;  Major  Holliday,  thirty-third  Virginia, 
ftnd  Lieutenant  Garnett,  of  General  Winder's  staff. 

The  second  brigade,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett, 
wlio  exhibited  a  rare  skill  and  courage,  refusing  to  leave  the  field,  al- 
thongh  severely  wounded,  until  tbeclose  of  the  fight,  although  atone 
time  overwhelmed  by  superior  numbers,  pressing  and  turning  their 
jeft  flank,  yet  renewed  the  fight  with  determination  and  bravery. 
The  conflict  of  this  command  with  the  enemy  was  most  severe. 
The  bayonet  was  freely  used,  and  a  hand  to  hand  fight,  with  superior 
numbers,  ensued  before  the  right  of  the  brigade  fell  back.  Colonel 
(larnett  makes  sp^ial  mention  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham, 
who,  with  most  heroic  gallantry,  led  tbe  twenty;firBt  Virginia,  and  • 
fell  at  their  head;  of  Major  Layne,  of  the  forty^second  Virgina,  who 
was  mortally  wounded ;  of  Major  Seddon,  commanding  first  Virginia 
battaliop ;  Captain  Hannum,  of  the  forty-eighth  Virginia ;  Gapcaia 
I^yerle,  forty-eighth,  mortally  wounded  ;  Captain  Wilson,  A.  A.  G. ; 
Lieutenant  Dabney,  A.  D  C,  and  Lieutenant  White,  A.  D.  0. 

The  third  brigade,  Colonel  A.  G.  Taliaferro,twenty.third  Virginia^ 
eommanding,  was  conducted  into  action  \9j  that  officer  with  the  intre- 
pidity and  courage  which  has  theretofore  distinguished  him..  His  oom- 
i&and  was  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire,  which  it  gallantly  withstood,  and 
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to  ft  cfaftrge  of  oaTalry  which  it  inslaatlj  repvlsed,  and  when  the  lefi 
iank,  for  a  time,  gav«  way  under  an  overwhelming  force,  the  right, 
•  aa4kP(^r^icularlj  the  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment,  which  deaervet 
special  mention  for  its  firmness  and  admirable  conduct  in  the  engage- 
nenty  remained  unbroken.  Colonel  Taliaferro  particularly  mentions 
Hajor  Stover,  commanding  tenth  Virginia  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Cd- 
tmel  Curtis,  commanding  twenty-third  Virginia,  who  fell  mortally 
ivounded;  Major  Wakon«  twenty  third  Virginia;  Colpuel  T.  C.  Wil- 
liams, of  the  thirty- seventh  Virginia,  who  was  wounded;  Major  Wood, 
Airty-seventh  Virginia ;  Lieutenant  Cdonel  Jackson,  of  the  forty- 
seventh  Alabama  regiment ;  Colonel  Sheffield,  of  the  forty- eighth  Ala- 
bama regiment,  who  was  severely  wounded ;  Msjor  Aldricfa,  forty- 
eighth  Alabama  regiment,  severely  wouiided;  and  of  his  A.  A.  G., 
Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  Coleman.  The  batteries  of  the  division,  engaged 
in  the  action,  weife  those  of  Captains  Carpenter,  Poague  and  Caskie. 
The  officers  and  men  of  these  batteries  behaved  well.  Captain  Caskie  was 
wounded.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  was  not  engag^ed  ;  he  himself 
aoted  for  a*time  with  the  General  commanding. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  brigade,  regi- 
mental and  battery  commanders,to  which  the  Major  General  is  referred 
for  more  minute  details,  and  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  division. 
No  one  can  estimate  the  loss  this  brigade  and  this  division  of  the  army 
has  sustained  in  the  early  death  of  Brigadier  General  Winder.  He 
was  warmly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him  as  a  man,  and  had  the  fnll 
confidence  of  his  command  as  a  soldier.  1  beg  leave  in  conclusion  to 
alkide  to  the  gallantry  of  Major  Snowden  Andrews,  chief  of  artillery 
who  was  severely,  and  I  fear  mortally,  wounded;  to  that  of  my  adju- 
tant general.  Captain  Wm.  B.  Pendleton,  who  was  severely  wounded, 
loosing .ifis  leg;  of  Lieutenant  Meade,  A.  D.  C.;* Msjor  Taliaferro. 
Tolunteer  aid-de-camp,  who  rendered  me  most  efficient  and  important 
service,  and  to  speak  particularly  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  my  orderly, 
.a  youth  of  sixteen,  private  Clinton  Depriest,  company  H,  twenty- 
third  Virginia  regiment.  It  alTords  me  pleasure  to  mention  the  effi- 
cient service,  in  their  department,  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  com- 
mand. I  beg  to  refer  especially  to  Surgeon  Coleman,  second  brigade; 
Surgeon  Daily,  third  brigade,  and  Surgeon  Black,  first  brigade. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier  QtMrd^  commanding  Firrt  Dimum,  V.  A. 
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ftBPOET  OF  BRIGlmEB  GENERAL  FIELD. 

Heaimi'rs  Fkst  Brigade,  Light  Detision, 
August  IS,  1869. 
Major  R.  C.  Morgan,  , 

Asiistant  Adpdtmt  G^mtrd : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thi^  my  brigade  inarched  from 
Orange  Ooart*Hoaae  early  0h  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  bring- 
ing np  the  rear  of  the  whole  army.  About  two  or  three  o'clock,  can- 
nonading was  heard,  and  I  endeavored  to  push  forward  rapidly ;  bat 
on  acGOont  of 'detentions  in  the  brigades  in  my  front,  t  did  not  reach 
0x9  scene  of  action  until  sunset,  when  the  firing  was  nearly  over. 

Forming  in  line  of  battle  on  the  field,  I  was  directed  by  General 
Hill  to  pash  forward  on  the  Gulpeper  Goart-House  road  and  press 
the  retreating  foe.     After  moving  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
front,  the  enemy  was  found  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  road.     Pe- 
gram's  batterii.  of  my  brigade,  was  directed  by  General  Jackson  to* 
open  with  shell  and  canister,  whilst  I  was  ordered  by  General  Ilill^. 
vho  came  up  at  that  moment,  to  take  position  with  the  infantry,  a 
little  to  the  left  front,  as  support.     Pegram's  battery,  of  four  guni 
only,  was  soon  replied  to  by  thifee  batteries  of  the  enemy.     This  gal- 
lant officer  maintained  this  unequal  contest  for  an  hour,  an#until  his 
gans  were  silenced  by  his  losses  in  men.     I  remained  in  this  position 
until  next  morning,  wh^n  I  was  withdrawn  and  placed  on  picket  in  a; 
wood  on  my  left  rear,  being  retired  from  that  point  late  in  the  eyen.- 
^lig.     It  IB  proper  to  observe  that  several  prisoners  were  captured  bv 
iQy  brigade  during  that  night.     I  have  taken  occasion  before  to  speak 
of  the  distinguished  services  of  Pegram's  battery.     It  is  sufficient  to 
^y  no^  that  it  fully  sustained  the  reputi^n  made  on  other  fields. 
The  battery  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  the  oeath  of  the  brave  and  Ik^- 
complished  Lieutenant  Mercer  Featherston.   * 

A  list  of  the,  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  is  herewith  enclosed.        / 
I  am^  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  L.  FIELD, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FORNB  OF  EIGHTH  BRIGADE. 

rBRB  IIats*  Brigic 
August  18,  1862. 


Heapquartbrb  IIats*  Brigade,  > 


'Captain  G.  Campbell  Brown, 

A.  A.  General,  Third  Dtvision  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  Haya^  brigade, 
BOW  under  my  command,  during  the  bhttle  of  the  9th  instant,  a; 
'Cedar  Run.  Although  not  actively  engaged,  the  brigade  being  held 
in  reserve  by  General  Trimble's  command,  were  under  fire  and  in 
nnge  of  the  enemy's  shell,  and  suffered  considerably.*  A  list  of  the 
caauailtiea  accompanies  this  report.  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  FORNO, 
Cabmd  6i/$  Im.,  commanding  Brigade 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ARCHER. 

Headquartbks  Archer's  Brigade,     > 
General  A.  P.  EiWs  Light  Dwisum,  4figu8t  14,  1862.  ) 

To  Major  R.  C.  Morgan, 

A.  A*  General,  A.  P.  HilTs  Divisi<m : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  early  on  the  momine  of 
the  9th  instant,  I  marched  with  mj  brigade,  about  twelve  honored 
strong,  constituting  a  part  of  Major  General  Hill's  division,  -from 
Orange  Gonrt-House  toward  the  battle-field.  On  arriving  near  the 
point  where  General  Jackson^s  division  was  already  engaged,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  form  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  Branch's 
brijgade,  which  completed  its  formation  and  advanced  before  my  line 
was  half  formed.  Supposing  that  1  would  be  wanted  in  front  imme- 
diately, I  moved  forward  with  the  first  Tennessee  and  nineteenth 
Georgia  regiments,  fifth  Alabama  battalion  and  seventh  Tennessee  in 
line,  leaving  the  fourteenth  Tennessee,  which  was  in  rear,  to  come  ap 
into  line  and  overtake  the  brigade  as  it  best  could.  I  advanced 
several  hundred  yards  in  this  manner,  obliquing' towards  the  right,  it 
order  to  get  near  the  left  of  Branch's  brigade,  when  I  o^took  its 
left  regiment,  which  had  become  separated  from  its  main  Body.  In  . 
passing  to  the  front  of  this  regiment  my  line  became  somewhat 
broken,  and  I  halted  a  few  minutes  for  it  to  reform. 

During  the  time  thus  employed.  Colonel  Forbes'  fourteenth  TAi- 
nessee  regiment  cam6  up  into  line,  and  I  rode  to  the  road,  about 
fifty  yards  on  my  right,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  our  or  the 
enemy^  troops  firing  there.  I  found  it  was  Branch's  brigade,  in  the 
open  field,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  a  line  even  with  that  of 
my  own,  halted,  and  firing  at  an  enemy  in  front. 

I  rapidly  returned  to  my  brigade  to  move  it  forward,  when  I  met 
Captain  Taylor,  with  orders  from  General  Hill  to  advance.  Imme- 
diately after,  on  reaching  the  edge  of  the  wood,  we  encountered  the 
long-range  fire  of  the  enemy,  posted  in  the  margin  of  another  wood, 
beyond  a  wheat-field  My  brigade  halted  here,  and  commenced  a 
rapid  fire,  which  it  was  ^several  minutes  before  I  could  arrest  and 
move  the  brigade  forward,  across  the  open  field.  In  crowing  this 
field  I  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemv,  whd^froni  their 
position  in  ^e  wood,  were  comparatively  safe.  My  loss  here  was 
nineteen  killed  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  .wounded. 

After  entering  the  wood,  and  in  passing  throueh  it,  my  two  left 
regiments  met,  and  became  to  some  extent  mingled  with,  the  right  of 
General  Pender's  brigade,  which  was  sweeping  through  from  the  left, 
obliquely  across  my  course.  From  this  point,  by  agreement  betweea 
«8,  General  Pender  and  I  commanded  the  two  brigades  together,, 
without  regard  to  the  proper  brigades  to  which  the  regiments  be- 
longed, he  taking  the  right  and  I  the  left.  • 
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I  did  not  again  meet  with  any  opposition,  bdt  toolc  a  number  of 
prieonerSy  and  continued  the  pursuit  until  ii%bl. 

BespectfttUj,  your  obedient  eervant, 

J.  L.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  Qenend. 

P.  S. — ^I  beg  to  refer  to  thj  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  sent  in 
yesterday. 
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REPORT  OF  BHBADIER  GENERAL  TRIMBLK 


Headquarters  SEvsNfk  Brigade, 


August  14,  1662. 


I 


Major  General  R.  S.  Ewell» 

Commanding  Third  Dtvision  : 

General.  :  In  compliance  with  jour  request;  I  submit  a  statement 
of  the  operations  of  the  seventh  brigade  on  the  9tlf  instant,  in  the 
bftttle  of  Slaughter's  Mountain,  fCedar  Run  ) 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  being  in  view  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  I 
was  directed  to  approach   under  cover,   and  occupy  a  pine  thieket^. 
i^out  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  enemy^s   pieket.     This  wat 
tpne  successfully,  undiscovered  by  the  enemy,  and  a  company  ordered 
to  support  a  battery  placed  on  our  right,  which  opened  and  drove  back 
^e  cavalry  scoufb,   who  reformed  again  and   returned  to  their  ?6rat 
position, -after  the  artillery  ceased  firing.     About  two  o'clock,  I  wat 
ordered  to  advance  through  the  woods  on  our  right  along  the  slope  of 
Slaughter's  Mountain,  and  occupy  a  favorable  position.     About  three 
o'clock,  the  brigade  reachidd  the  northwest,  termination  of  the  moun-> 
tain,  in  an  open  space,  elevated  about  two  hundred  feet  above  I je  valley 
below^  and  distant  from  the  position  of  the  enemy'rbatteries  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter,  where  we  remained  concealed  from  view.    Having 
sent  for  you  to  exainine  Ais  point,  you  decided  to  drag  up  Latimer's 
battery,  of  my  brigade,  *and   place  it   in   position,  which  was  done 
promptly  about  half^past  three,   P.  M.,  and  fire  opened  with  effect 
on  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  drew  their  iSre  from  the  front,  upon 
Q8.     At  five,  P.  M.,  we  first  heard  our  musketry  across  the  valley.on 
our  left,  (General  Early's  advance.)     About  five,  some  batteries  were 
advanced  within  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and  opened  a 
brisk  fire.     Latimer's  battery,   admirably  served,  drew,  throughout 
the  action,  the  attention  of  the   enemy's   chief  batteries,   and   thus 
aided  materially  in  deciding  the  result  of  the  day.     At  five,  P.  M., 
the  fifteenth  Alabama  regiment  was  sent  out  as   skirmishers  on  the 
nght,  with  orders  to  advance  on  the  enemy's  flank.     On  seeing  thiff 
movement,  a  battery  was  turned  on  them  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 
About  sunset,  the  action  appearing  to  be  general  in  front,  by  your 
orders,  the  twenty-first  Georgia  and  twenty-first  North  Carolina  regi- 
ments, were   ordered  to  advance,. and  gained  the  clump  of  woods  in 
the  valley,  four  hundred  yards  from«the  battery   on  the  Federal  left, 
followed  by  the  fifteenth  Alabama.     I  here  determined  to  charge  the 
battery,  but  Latimer's  shot  and  shell    directed  against  it,  was  falling 
^ick  in  the  open  space  which  we  had  to  pass,  and  I  sent  back  liieut. 
UcEim  to  direct  him  to  cease  his  fire  on  this  battery,  that  we  might 
charge  it.  While  Lieut.  IhlcEim  was  gone,  I  sent  two  companies  of  skir- 
misherS  up  the  road,  who  deployed  to  the  right  along   a  fence  and 
opened  fire  on  the  battery.     Soon  after  which,  the  brigade  advanced 
^  Capture  it;  but  found,  on  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill,  that  the  guns 
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had  been  moved  off*  a  few  urinates  before.  It  is  to  be  regretted  tbat 
the  short  delay,  in  making  the  charge,  ca^f^  by  oar  own  jBire,  ena- 
bled  the  enemy  to  get  off  his  guns.  Th^Rttory  and  ttoaps  in  iu 
support  were,  however,  driven  off  by  the  advance  of  the  brigade,  and 
thus  the  left  of%he  Federal  forces  completely  tamed.  At  dark,  we 
had  possession  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Federal  left,  and  soon 
after  took  possession  of  and  removed  some  ambulances  and  ammuni- 
tion wagons,  abandoned  by  the  eDemy,  the  remainder  of  which  were 
removed  the  next  day.  The  seventh  brigade,  with  the  army,  followed 
the  enemy  one  mile  or  more  from  the  field,  and  .bivouacked  for  the 
night  on  their  former  camp  ground.  Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded.  The  small  loss  sust'Aned  by  the  brigade  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  positions  selected  throughout  the  day,  which  screened 
the  men  the  most  of  the  time  from  the  view  of  the  enemy,  even  while 
advancing  upon  their  battery  on  their  left.  Latimer's  battery  was 
also  protected  from  loss,  under  a  several  hours'  incessant  fire  frooi 
three  batteries  of  the  enemy,  by  the  judicious  position  in  which  it  wae 
placed  by  you,  preventing,  entirely,  casusLlties  fromethe  enemy's  shot 
or  from  the  effects  of  ricochet  shot. 
liespectfuUy, 

J.  R,    TRIMBLE. 

Brigadier  Ckneral, 


KiUedy   Wounded,  and  Sussing, 

Killed.     Wounded.  Total. 
Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,                      I               *  7  8 

Twe'nty.firat  Georgia  regiment,  8  3 

Twenty-first  North  Carolina  regiment,  t  t 

Courtnay  battery,   •  .6  5 

Grand  total,  I  17  18 

The  only  officers  included  in  the  above  are  the  following :  Third 
Lieutenant  Jno.  F.  Irvine,  company  I,  twenty -first  Georgia,  wounded; 
First  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Vaughan,  Courtnay  artillery,  wounded. 
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REPORT  OF  BtlOADIER  GENERAL  BRANCH. 

Head<i'r8  Branch's  BRiGADSy  A.  P.  Hill's  Division, 

August  18,  1863. 
•    Major  R..  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir :  I  b«T6  thi  honor  to  report  that,  on  Saturday,  9th  Angual, 
whilst  on  the  march  towards  Golpeper  Oonrt- House,  I  was  ordered  to 
halt  my  brigade  and  form  it  in  line  of  battle  on  the  lefc  of,  and  at 
fight  angles  to,  the  road.  The  formation  was  scarcely  completed  be- 
fore I  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  through  the  woods  and  thick 
undergrowth,  a  heavy  musketry  fire  being  heard  not  far  fro-jn  my 
front.  I  had  proceeded  about  one  hundred  yards  when  I  commenced 
meeting  the  men  of  a  brigade  which  had  preceded  me,  retreating  in 
great  disorder,  and  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy.  Opening  ranks 
to  permit  the  fugitives  to  pass^  and  pressing  forward  in  unbroken 
line,  my.  brigade  met  the  enemy,  who  had  already  turned  the  flank  of 
General  Taliaferro's  brigade,  which  was  on  ^he  right  of  the  road. 
Not  in  the  least  shaken  by  the  panic  cries  of  the  fugitives,  and  with- 
out halting,  my  regiment  poured  volley  after  volley  into  the  enemy, 
who  broke  and  fled  precipitately  through  the  woods  and  across  the 
field.  On  reaching  the  edge  of  the  field,  I  discovered  the  enemy  in 
force  on  the  opposite  side,  and  halting  my  brigade  in  an  eligible  posi- 
tion, opened  fire  along  the  whole  line.  For  a  time,  the  enemy  stood 
their  ground,  but  we  were  within  good  range  across  an  open  field, 
and  theexeoution  we  were  doing,  (clearly  perceptible  to  the  eye,) 
compelled  them  to  commence  breaking.  Now  it  was  that  their  cav- 
alry attempted  to  charge  upon  General  Taliaferro's  brigade,  which 
had  partially  rallied,  after  I  had  cleared  their  flank.  The  cavalry 
moved  diagonally  across  my  front,  presenting  to  me  their  flank.  The 
combined  fire  of  Taliaferro's  brigade-  in  front,  and  mine  in  flank, 
broke  up  the  column  and  sent  it  flying  to  the  rear.  My  brigade  im- 
mediately moved  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy,  and 
whilst  I  was  hesitating  in  the  field,  in  doubt  what  direction  I  should 
tatce,  Mi^or  General  Jackson  came  up,  and,  by  his  order,  I*  changed 
front  so  as  to  incline  to  the  right,  and  pushed  on  to  a  point  some  dis- 
•  tance  in  advance  of  the  battle-field,  at  which  he  had  ordered  me  to 
halt. 

The  battle  paving  terminated  in  a  complete  rout  of  the' enemy, 
my  men  slept  on  the  ground  they  had  so  bravely  won. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  finely,  and  I  refrain  from  discrimina- 
tions. Such  was  their  steadiness,  that  I  was  able  to  preserve  my 
line  of  battle,  unbroken,  throughout  the  day. 

Captain  J.  T.  Hawks  and  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Bryan,  of  my  etas', 
^cre  with  me,  and  conducted  themselves  gallantly. 

Your  obedient  servant,  # 

L  O'B.  BRANCH, 

BrigadUr  Gemrd. 
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REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GEN#AL  PENDER. 

Headq'rs  Sixth  Brigade,  Lioht  Dinisiok,  ) 

August,  1862.      J  • 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  obedience  to  your  or- 
ders, I  formed  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  General  Archer'Sy  on  the 
left  of  the  road  going  from  Cedar  Ran  to  Onlpeper,  in  die  battle  of 
Ibe  9th  instant.  As  he  bad  moved  forward  before  my  line  was  eom- 
plete,  and  as  I  had  to  move  through  thick  wcods,  I  fbond  myself 
some  distance  to  his  left  on  coming  into  a  field,  and  eonseqnentlj 
flanked  to  the  right ;.  but  on  receiving  a  request  to  go  to  the  support 
of  troops  in  front,  which  were  being  flanked  on  the  left,  faced  about 
and  moved  to  the  left  until  I  had  reached  the  wood  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  position,  and  then  I  moved  to  the  front.  This  manoeuvring 
placed  my  line  obliquely  to  that  of*  General  Archer's,  and  as  we 
moved  forward,  come  together  again,  and  from  this  time  co-operated. 
However,  before  we  had  joined  our  troops,  I  met  the  enemy,  repuls- 
iiig  him  with  heavy  l6sH  in  almost  the  first  round.  He  made  but 
slight  resistance  again  during  the  evening.  I  thought.it  prudenr, 
during  my  advance,  to  detach  the  twenty-second  Nogth  Carolina  to 
eperate  well  on  my  left,  as  it  looked  probable  that  I  might  be  flanked 
in  that  direction  This  turned  out  to  \)e  timely,  for,  a»  we  advanced 
into  the  field,  after  dusk,  a  body  of  cavalry  was  seen  on  the  left;  but 
it  soon  scampered  off  as  this  regiment  was  coming  up  in  its  i^ear  and 
our  advance  was  cutting  ft  off**  General  Archer  and  myself  advanced 
well  to  the  front,  and  halted  until  we  could  feel  our  way,  with  skir- 
mishers, in  the  wood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  run.  At  this 
time  we  had  gotten  to  the  right  of  the  wood.  Here  we  received  or- 
ders to  halt  and  remain  until  late,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the* road 
to  follow  in  the  pursuit. 

My  Idss  in  killed  was  only  two;  in  woundedi  eleven,  and  inoxuse- 
ing,  two^making  a  total  of  fifteen. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray  and 
Major  Cole,  twenty  -second,  and  Captain  Ashford,  thirty-eighth, 
handled  their  men*  skillfully,  showing  great  coolness.  * 

Captain  Ashe,  nr}  assistant  adjutant  general,  deserves  notice  for  his 
eonduct,  being  found  at  every  point  almost  at  the  same  time,  direct- 
ing the  men.  Lieutenant  Young,  my  aid-de  camp,  acted  with  hit 
ueuftl  efficiency.  Language  cannot  express  the  appre<^tion  I  hare 
for  his  services  in  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  PBNDEK 
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RSPOBT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EARLY. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

August  14,  186i. 

Cftptaia  G.  0.  Brown, 

Assistant  Adjuidni  Qeneralf  Third  Division : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  mj  brigade  in  the  battle  on  Cedar  creek,  near  Slaugh- 
ter's mountain,  in  Culpeper,  on  Saturday,  the  9th  instant : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  I  was  ordered  by  Major  General 
Ewcll  to  move  forward  to  the  cavalry  camp  of  General  Robertson, 
picketing  the  road  at  suitable  points,^o  the  right  aud  left,  to  prevent 
surprise  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  our  flanks,  and  the  forty-fourth 
Virginia  regiment  and  b\x  companies  of  Jhe  fifty  second  Virginia 
regiment  were  detached  for  that  purpose.  With  th«  balance  of  the 
brigade  I  reached  General  Robertsotf  s  headquarters.  After  some 
time  dpent  in  observing  the  onemy^s  cavalry  in  our  front,  my  brigade, 
by  direction  of  General  Ewell,  was  advanced  on  the  road  towards 
Culpeper  Court- IIousS,  to  a  school  h6use,  at  the  intersection  of  a 
road  froDa  Madison  Court-Hoase  with  the  road  to  Culpeper  Court- 
Hoiise,  and  was  placed  in  the  woods  by  the  side  of  tbe  road,  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  regiment  being  extended  to  the  left,  behind  the 
school-house,  «o  as  to  command  the  road  from  Madison  Oourt-House; 
the  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  being  placed  in  a  clump  of  pines, 
to  the  right  of  the  Culpeper  road,  so  as  to  jcommand  the  fields  to  the 
right;  and  the  rest  of  the  brigade  along  the  edge  of  the  woods,  to  the 
left  of  the  latter  road,  between  .the  thirteenth  and  fifty-eighth  regi- 
ments. '  While. this  operation  was  going  on,  two  pieces  of  Captain 
Johnson's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Terry,  which  had  been  carried 
to  the  right,  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  opened  on  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  as  did  ^ome  pieces  in  front  of  General  Robertson's  headquar- 
ters, and  were  responded  to  by  .some  pieces  of  the  enemy  posted  in 
rear  of  their  cavalry,  towards  Culpeper  Court- House;  but  this  firing 
lasted  only  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  at 
first  moved  back,  soon  returned  to  its  former  position.  After  I  had  re- 
KQaincd  near  the  school-house  something  less  than  an  hour.  Captain 
A.  S.  Pendleton,  of  General  Jackson's  stafi*,  came  to  me  and  informed 
Jtte  that  General  Jackson  had  ordered  an  advance ;  that  General  Trim- 
b_e  would  advance  on  the  right,  over  the  side  of  the  mountain, 
(Slaughter'e,)  supported  b\  the  Louisiana  brigade  of  General  Eweirs* 
uivigion,  and  that  I  would  advance  from  the  position  I  then  occupied, 
^nd  be  supported  by  General  Winder,  with  three  brigades  of  General 
Jackson's  own  division,  and  he  directed  me  to  advand.)  as  soon  as  I 
received  a  inessage  from  General  Winder  that  he  was  in  position  to 
■*pport  me. 

Whilst  waiting  for  the  message  from   General   Winder,  I  recon- 
J^oitered  the  ground  in  front,  and  the  position  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
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whiob  was  in  the  fields  of  Mrs.  Orittenden^s  tkrm,  to  the  left  of  the 
Cnlpeper  road,  deployed  as  skirmiBhers,  supported  by  about  a  sqaad- 
ron  ia  reserve.  My  command  was  concealed  from  the  cavalry,  and  I 
determined  to  advance  upon  it/ if  possibA,  so  as  not  to  be  seen  nntil 
within  a  short  distance  of  it,  and  I  discovered  a  way  which  I  could,  ia 
all  probability,  do  so.  On  riding  back  to  the  school. house,  I  found 
a  courier  from  General  Winder,  with  the  information  that  he  was 
ready.  I  then  commenced  my  movement,  being  about  two  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  and  made  a  detour  to  the  left,  passing  through  the  edge  of  a 
wood  and  behind  a  hill,  until  I  reached  the  place  where  I  proposed  to 
form  my  line  of  battle.  In  making  the  advance  from  this  position, 
I  found  it  necessary  to  march  the  greater  portion  of  the  brigade  in 
Nne  across  a  corner  of  woods,  thro  ugh  which  the  Culpeperroad  lead^, 
so  as  to  get  in  reach  of  the  cavalry.  I  sent  forward  the  thirteenth 
Virginia  regiment,  under  Colonel  James  A.  Walker,  deployed  as 
skicmishers,  a  short  distance  info  the  woodii,  behind  which  I  desired 
to  form  line  jof  battle,  and  as  soon  as  the  skirmishers  had  advanced 
the  required  distance,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  a  meadow,  on  the 
north  of  a  brancn  of  Cedar  crack,  in  an  oblique  direction  to  the  Cnl- 
peper road  and  to  the  left  of  it.  While  the  line  was  forming,  .a  few 
shots  were  heard  on  the  left  of  the  skirmishers,  which  proved  to  have 
been  fired  on  a  body  of  cavalry,  which  immediately  gave  way.'  As 
soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  I  directed  the  skirmishers  to  advance, 
taking  care  to  bear  to  the  right,  so  as  to  cross  the  road  and  come  into 
the  fields  beyond,  in  order  to  form  upon  the  brigade,  and  ordered  the 
brigade  forward,  sending  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  which  was  on 
the  right,  by  flank,jto  form  behind  a  ridge,  beyond  which  was  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  The  f)rigade  moved,  forward,  through  the  woods,  in 
handsome  style,  until  it  came  up  with  the  twelfth  Georgia,  when  the 
whole  advanced  until  it  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  About 
this  time  Colonel  Walker's  skirmishers  commenced  firing,  as  did  the 
regiments  on  the  right,  and  the  cavalry  scampered  off.  'J  he  brigads 
continued  to  move  forward,  swinging  around  the  corner  of  the  woods« 
and  coming  out  into  the  open  field  in  line  oif  battle.  It  had  by  this 
time  got  to  the  right  of  the  Cnlpeper  road,  and  mov8d  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  through  the  fields,  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
road,  until  it  came  to  a  farm  road,  running  from  Mrs  Crittenden's 
house,  on  the  right,  perpendicularly  to  the  Cul^^eper  road.  Here  it 
was  halted  for  a  few  minutes  behind  a  fence  running  along  the  farm 
road,  and  the  thirteenth  regiment  was  drawn  in  and '  formed  on  the 
left  The  fence  was  then  pulled  down,  and  the  brigade  moved  for* 
ward  in  line  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  commanded  a  view  in  front 
.of  what  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  battle-field.  As  scon  as  the  bri* 
g&de  reached  the  crest  of  this  hill  three  batteries  opened  on  it,  and  a 
large  body  of  cavalry  was  discovered  in  a  wheat-field  in  front,  to  the 
left.  I  ordered  the  men  to  retire  a  few  steps  and  lay  down,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  effects  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  brigades  were  then  some  distance  to  the 
right,  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  General  Winder's  command 
was  about  three*quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  rear.     The  hill  sloped  down 
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»  froal,  ndf  farther  on,  wms  a  oorii?lSeldyTiiiining  1»aok  to  the  creat 
of  t^  next  hilU  along  and  behiad  which  was  pciated  the  enemy's  bat^ 
teries,  and  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  depression  behind  this  hill, 
in  which  large  bodies  of  infantry  might  be  concealed  There  were 
woods  also  on  a  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  wheat-field,  in  and  behind 
which  infantry  might  be  placed  nnder  cover,  and  to  the  left  was 
a  wood  through  which  my  flank  might  be  tomed. 

The  opening  of  the  batteries  and  the  halting  of  the  cavalry  ia. 
its  flight  convinced  me  that  the  enemy  intended  to  make  a  stand  here, 
and  that  he  was  in  force.  The  hill  upon  which  I  wae,  being  a  com* 
msnding  one,  from  which  the  enemy's  movements  might  be  observed, 
and  though  my  left  was  exposf  d,  being  a  strong  position  in  itself,  if 
the  woods  on  my  left  could  be  occupied,  I  determined  to  hold  it,  and 
sent  my  aid,  Lie^utenant  S.  H.  Early,  back  to  General  Winder  for 
reinforcements,  with  directions  tocome  alonff  the  Gulpeper  road,  as 
tbat  was  clear.  My  left  at  this  time  rested  on  the  Gulpeper  road-, 
where  it  runs  between  the  field  in  which  I  was  and  the  woods  to  the 
left.  General  Winder  was  met  with  the  head  of  his  column  just 
crossing  the  branch  of  Cedar  creek,  Jialf  a  mile  in  my  r^r. 

A  short  time  after  Lieutenant  Early  was  sent  to  General  Winder^ 
I  sent  Major  A.  L.  Pitaer,  a  volunteer  aid,  to  ask  that  some  pieces  of 
artillery  should  be  sent  up.  Before  this  request  could  be  complied 
with  by  General  Winder,  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Chesapeake  artillery, 
with  oiiO  piece, .  and  Captain  Dement,  with  three  pieces,  came  up 
thrcHigh.the  fields  in  rear,  in  a  gallop,  and  were  posted,  by  my  direc- 
tioa,  a  little  in  advance  of  my  right,  near  a  clump  of  cedars,  where 
they  had  good  cover  for  their  horses  and  caissons  and  occupied  a 
commanding  position.  They  very  soon  opened  on  the  enemy  and 
were  follo.wed  in  a  short  time  by  some  pieces  from  General  .Windcgr's 
ccmmand  from  the  corner  of  the  field  where  the  road  from  Mrs. 
Crittenden's  crosses  the  Culpeper  road.  About  this  time,  the  pieces 
with  the  seventh  and  eighth  brigades  opene'd  fire  from  the  mountain^ 
and  a  very  briskcannonade  was  kept  up  for  some  time,  perhaps  for  two 
hoars  or  more.  The  shells  from  the  enemy's  pieces  bursted  over  and 
around  my  men' constantly,  doing  i>ome  damage  occasionally,  but  not 
a  great  deal.  I  observed  that  the  fire  from  our  own  guns  was  having 
considerable  eflfect,  and  I«saw  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  compellei 
to  change  its  position  In  the  early  part  of  the  cannonading,  I  sent 
an  aid  to  tell  General  Winder  that  the  enemy's  batteries  might  be  at^ 
tacked  with  advantage  by  the  left ;  but,  in  a  short  time  afterwardSi 
•movements  were  observed  in  front  that  induced  the  belief  that  the 
enemy  were  sending  infantry  to  our  left,  and  notice  of  this  was  sent 
to  General  Winder,  with  the  caution  to  be  on  the  look  out ;  but  just 
before  my  aid  reached  the  place  where-General  Winder  was,  this  gal* 
laot  officer  received  a  mortal  wound  fiom  a  shell,  and  the  informatioa 
was  communicated  to  General  Jackson  in  person,  he  having  arrived 
on  the  ground.  Not  long  afterwards  a  line  of  skirmishers  from  the 
enemy  was  seen  advancing  across  the  com-fieid  in  front,  and  several 
regiments  in  rear  supporting  them.  A  bo'ly  of  infantry  also  c^m* 
menced  moving  up  towards  my  right,  which  reated  near  the  dump  of 
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eedars/ where  the  gaas  af  Browa  and  Dement  were  posted.  .  The  hitl 
there  falls  off  rather  abruptly  to  the  right  and  as  infantry  could  have 
come  up  under  cover  of  the  hill   very  near  to  me,  I  sent  to  General 
Jack^n  for  a  brigade  to  support  my  right,  which  was  promised.  The 
«&em^8  skirmishers  had  halted  in  th^  edge  of  the  corn-field  nearest 
as,  as  had  the  regiments  which   supported  tham,  and  before  the  brig- 
ade promised  me  came  up,  very  unexpectly   to  me,  several  of  our 
pieces  from  the  left  dashed  down  the  slope  of  the  hill,  in  front  of  my 
left,  to  within  close  range  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  which  they  had 
not  seen:     The   enemy's  skirmishers  and   the  infantry  in  their  rear 
commenced  moving  and  firing  on  them  immediately,  and  seeing  their 
danger,  I  at  onc^ ordered  my  brigade  forward  at  double-quick,  which 
order  was    complied  with,  the   men   rushing  down    with   a  shout, 
and  reaching  the  pieces  just  in  time  to  save  them.     At  the  same  time 
a  fire  was  opened  from  the  woods  to  the  left  by  some  troops  of  Gene- 
ral Winder's   command,   aud  the  infantry^  fight   then  begun.     The 
.enemy's  front  regiments  soon  began  to  give  way  and  other  rrgimeDts 
were  seen  advancing  through  thp  wheat-field  to  the  left  and  additional 
regiments  through   the   corn-field  in  my  front.     I  rode  to  my  right 
and  threw  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment  to  the  left,  along  the  crest  of 
a  ridge,  which  made  a  curve  in  front,  affording  it  a  very  good  natural 
defence  and  enabling  it  to  give  the  enemy  a  flank  fire.     Justas*!  com- 
pleted this  movement,  I  observed  a  brigade  passing  from  the  rear  to 
my  right,  which  proved  to  be  one  of  Major  General  Hill's  brigades, 
commanded  9j  Cotonel   Thomas.     I  immediately  proceeded*  to  post 
this  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment  and  ^t  right 
angles  with  it,  where  it  also  had  a  strong  position.     After  getting 
thjs  brigade '  in  position-^  during  which  operation  my  whole  left  waa 
excluded  from  my  view,  I  rode  towards  the  left  and  found  that  the 
pieces  of  artillery  that  had  been  advanced  had  been  retired,  and  that 
th^  left  regiments  of  my  "brigade  anil  all  the  troops  to  their  left,  as 
far  as  I  could  see,  had  fallen  back,  and  the  enemy  were  advancing  up  . 
the  slope  of  the  hill.     I  saw  at  once  the  critical  position  in  which  we 
were  placed.     The  twelfth   Georgia  regiment,  the  four  companies  of 
the  fifty-second  Virginia  regiment,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Skinner, 
and  a  part  of  the  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regicnent,  under  Major  Easey, 
of   my  own   brigade,   had   not  given   way,   and   Colonel   Thomas* 
brigade  Was  still  left  on  my  right.     These  troops  were  then  isolated 
mod  in  an  advanced  position,  and  had  they  given  way,  the  day,  in  all 
probability,  would  have  been  lost.     I  could  not,  therefore,  go  to  rally 
those  of  my  regiments,  which  were  retiring,  but  despatched  Major 
Hale,  my  acting  Assistant  adjutant  general,  to  do   so,  and  I  imme- ^ 
diately  rode  to  the  right  to  urge  the  troops  there  to  hold  their  posi- 
tion.    After  doing  tbis»  I  rode  again  towards  the  left  and. discovered 
the  enemy  retiring  before  some  of   our  troops,  which  were  again 
advancing.    These  I  diseavered  to  be  a  portion  of  my  own  brigi^le, 
which  hi^  been  rallied  and  a  partion  of  General  Taliaferro's  brig- 
ade.   I  rode  up  to  tihem  and  while  I  was  here  the  enemy  attempted  to 
retrieve  the  foxtwea  of   the   dajr  by  a  cavalry  charge,  ^ong  flie 
Culpeper  road,  which  was,  however,  succcessfuUy  rem^Md  by  a  fire 
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from  tke  t&irteeiithi  Virgiiiia  ragimeDt,  Gtiloiiel  TaIt«ferro'8  regiin«at| 
of  General  Taliaferro's  brigade,  and  a  number  of  partiea  from  other 
brigades. 

*  This  was  after  sunset,  and  the  troops,  which  had  rallied  and  driven 
the  enemy  baek,  advanced  into  the  corn-field.  I  rode  off  to  the  rigkk 
again,  aiid  foand  the  troops  there  maintaining  their  ground  againat 
a  body  of  infantry  in  front  of  Colonel  Tiiomas'  brigade,  which  kep4 
its  position  for  some  time.  The  ammunition  of  my  own  regimonta 
being  nearly  exhausted,  as  was  that  of  Colonel  Thomas'  brigade,  I  di- 
rected them  t6  maintain'  their  ground  at  all  hasards,  and  use  the  bay- 
onet if  necessary,  and  they  did  not  waVer  for  a  moment.  I  did  not 
order  an  advance  from' this  position,  because  it  would  have  had  to 
'have  been  made  nnder  great  disadvantages,  and  with  gr^at  danger  of 
being  attacked  on  the  right  flank.  4he  position  of  these  troops  was« 
all  the  time,  until  the  enemy  had  entirely  givm  way,  in  advance  uf 
the  line,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  they  -could  accomplish  more  by  main- 
taining their  position  than  by  advancing*  A  little  before  dusk,  the 
last  of  the  enemy's  regiments  left  the  grouiy],  on  tho  advance  of  our 
troops  to  the  left,  into  the  corn-field,  and  we  were  left  masters 
of  the  battle-field.  In  a  short  time,  I  was  informed  by  Major  tieneral 
Hill,  who  came  where  I  was,  thai  General  Jacfkson's  order  was  to  ad- 
vance in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  Cuipe'per  road,  and  that  his  di- 
vision was  advancing.  I  informed  him  of  the  fact  that  the  whole  ^ 
my  amm&nition  was  exhausted,  and  that  my  brigade  was  much  fa^ 
^gQcd,  and  in  some  confusion  ;  but  aa  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  I 
ought  to  advance,  I  collected  the  brigade  and  did  advance,  until  I 
was  met  by  General  Ewell;  who  had  cpme  up  from  the  right,  and  wa4 
by  him  ordered  to  wait  until  the  other  two  brigades  of  the  division 
came  up  on  the  road  from  the  right  and  follow  them,  which  1  did, 
and  was  shortly  after  halted  and  ordered  to  bivouac  for  the  night. 

Johnson's  battery,  attached  to"  this  brigade,  had  accompanied  the 
seventh  and  eighth  baigades,  and  its  movements  were  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Major  General  commanding  the  division. 

I  have  since  ascertained  that  the  giving  way  of  the  regiments  on 
^y  left,  which  ha^  been  mentioned,  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the 
brigade  on  their  left  gave  way  before  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  ad- 
vanced through  the  wheat  field,  and  that  the  enemy  got  into  the  woods 
on  their  left  and  fired  into  their  rear.  This  disorder  was  confined  to 
the  ti^enty.fifth,  thirtv.first,  and  part  of  the  fifty-eighth  Virginia 
^^giments.  Colonel  Walker,  who  was  on  my^ extreme  left,  maintained 
his  position  with  his  regiment,  the  thirteentli,  and  part  of  the  thirty* 
first  Virginfa  regiment,  until  they  were  alope  and^he  enemy  were 
^g  into  jd|eir  rear  in  the  field.  He  then  ordered  them  to  retire, 
but  he  a^iT formed  them  and  brought  than  forward,  and  cofttributed 
▼ery  largely  to  the  final  repulse  of  the  enemy,  advancing  as  far  as 
^y  of  our  troops  were  advanced,  until  after  die  oonoIusioA  of  this 
^^-  I  call  especial  attention  to  his  report.  He  ia  a  moat  efficient 
^  gallant  officer,  who  ia  always  jready  to  perfi»rni  any  duty  assigned 
"]j^»  and  the  men  of  his  regiment  are  oanilal  fighling  meo,  tkere  beinf 
^^e  bettor  in  Ifae  army.    WhM  GoloMi  Walkar  ia  ia  fronts  wilk  Ui 
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men  deployed  as  Bkirmieherdy  I  feel  secure  againet  an  ambaecade. 
I  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  him  for  promotion  to  the  po- 
aition  of  Brigadier  General. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Terrell,  of  the  same  legiment;  Lientenant  Col* 
onel  Skinned  commanding  the  fifty-second  Virginia  regiment ;  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Jackson,  commanding  the  thirty  first  Virginia  regi- 
ment, (severely  wounded  ;)  Major  Kasey,  commanding  the  fifty* 
eighth  Virginia  regiment ;  Major  Higginbotham,  commanding  the 
twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  and  Captain  William  F.  Brown  com- 
manding the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  aH  adquitted  themselves  with 
great  gallantry.     The  brigade  generally  acquitted  itself  well. 

The  disorder  in  some  of  the  regiments  was,'  as  before  stated,  after 
the  troops  on  their  left  had  givep  way  and  the  enemy  had  gotten  on' 
their  flank  and  rear,  and  it  was  after  Lieutenant  t;olonel  Jackson,  of 
the  thirty-first  and  Major  Higginbotham  were  both  wounded  and  car- 
ried to  the  rear,  leaving  their  regiments,  which  chiefly  participated 
in  the  disorder,  without  commanders. 

The  conduct  of  the  t^4)lfth  Georgia,  with  which  I  was  more  than 
any  other,  elicited  my  especial  approbation.  It  is  a  gallant  fighting 
regiment,  and  1  have  had  occasion  before  to  notice  its  good  conduct, 
its  commander  m  this  action,  Captain  William  F.  Brown,  who  is  over 
sixty  years  of  age,  di8pla;j^ed  great  coolness,  courage  and  energy.  He 
is  eminently  deserving  the  command  of  a  regiment,  and  I  recommend 
him  for  promotion  to  till  the  first  vacancy  that  may  occur  among  the 
field  officers  of  the  regiment. 

Captain  Lilly,  of  the  twentyrfifth  Virginia  regiment,  with  a  email 
body  of  his  regiment,  (twenty-fifth  Virginia,)  including  the  color- 
bearer,  attracted  my  attention  by  the  gallantry  displayed  by  them  ia 
advancing  among  the  foremost  after  the  regiment  had  got  into  disor- 
der. A  body  of  men,  from  the  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment,  around 
their  colors,  advancing  in  the  same  way,  attracted  my  attention  by 
their  gallantry.  I  was  particularly  struck  by  the  bravery  exhibited 
by  the  color-bearers  of  these  two  regiments,  who,  with  these  small 
bodies  of  men,  were  waving  their  flags  in  the  very  front,  as  if  to  at- 
tract a  fire  upon  them,  and  advancing  all  the  while^ 

Captain  Brown,  of  ^he  Chesapeake  Artillery,  and  Captain  Dement 
displayed  great  courage  and  efficiency,  themselves  loading  and  Lring 
their  pieces,  when  their  men  were  exhausted. 

I  was  attracted  by  the  conspicuous  gallantry  exhibited  by  Colonel 
Taliaferro,  of  the  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment,  who  1  saw  urging 
his  men  on. 

My  staff  officers,  Major  P.  Hall,  A.  A.  General ;  Lieutenant  S.  H. 
Early,  A.  D.  C,  and  Major  A.  L.  Pitser,  volunteer  ^D.  C,  dia- 
^  played  great  courage  and  energy  in  carrying  my  ordenf  under  fire, 
and  in  rallving  and  encouraging  the  troops.  They  were  everywhere 
on  the  field  where  there  was  danger,  each  having  his  borse  struck 
ander  him. 

There  were  doabtlesa  many  oases  of  individual  gallantry  upon  the 

Sart  ef  offioera  and  men,  to  which  I  am  not  able  to  do  jasty^e,  and  I 
0  BOt  wish  it  to  be  anderaiood  that  they  are  intentionally  oTerlooklcL 
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My  effective  strength  in  infantry,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th^  wm 
seventeen  handred,  of  whieh  abottt  three  hnndred  and  fifty  were  left 
on  pieket. 

Subjoined  is' a  list  of  killed,  woundbd  and  missing,  showing  sixteen 
killed^  one  hundred  and  forty-fire  wouaded,  and  two  missing,  total 
one  hundred  and  sixty -three, 

I  can  also  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantiry  %nd  good  conduct  of  Col- 
onel Tomas,  and  the  officers  and  mep  of  his  brigade,  whose  timely  ar«» 
rival  rendered  my  right  secure,  and  whose  deadly  fire  oontnbnted 
Wgely  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieat  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Brigadier  Gtmral  commomiifig  Brigade, 
S 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  RONALD  OF  FIRST  BRIGADE 

Volunteers,  V.  I 
August  Id,  186S. 


Headq'rs  FtftST  Brigade  Virginia  Volunteers,  V.  D.,  > 

8.      J 


W.  T.  Taliaferro,  A.  A.  A.  General: 

Sir  :  Before  the  brigade  became  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Run,  on  Saturday,  the  9th,  Brigadier  Oeneral  Charles  S.  Winder 
was  mortally  wounded,  whereupon  the  command  derolved  on  me. 
In  obedience  to  your  order,  therefore,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  first  brigade  in  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Run,  Culpeper  county,  on  the  9th  instant: 

The  following  regiments  constitute  the  brigade:  The  fifth,  sec- 
ond, fourth,  thirty-third  and  twenty-Beventh  Virginia,  commanded 
on  this  occasion  as  follows :  The  fifth  by  Major  Williams,*  the  second 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lawson  Botts,  the  fourth  by  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Robert  D.  Gardner,  the  thirty-third  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ed- 
ward G.  Lee,  the  twenty-seventh  by  Captain  Charles  L.  Hayn^. 
Captains  Carpenter's  and  Foague's  batteries  are  attached.  The  brig- 
ade bivouacked,  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  in  Madison  county,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  about  one  9&ile  from 
Madison  Mills,  on  the  Rapidan  river.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
the  brigade  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper 
Court-House.  The  march  was  frequently  interrupted  from  caosea 
unknown  to  me  at  the  time,  and,  at  fifteen  minutes  past  three  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  tho  brigade  was  halted  in  the  woods  a  short  distance  to  the 
left  of  the  road.  At  this  time,  some  cannonading  was  going  on  in 
front.  Here  several  parrot  guns  from  Captains  Poague^'s  and  Car- 
penter's batteries  were  ordered  to  the  front.  These  were  posted  in 
the  road  so  as  to  enfilade  the  enemy's  ba{teries,  then  engaging  our 
batteries  on  the  right.  General  Winder  was  in  the  front,  directing, 
with  great  ability  and  judgment,  the  movements  of  the  batteries. 
These  batteries,  in  a  short  time,  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy's 
guns  from  their  chosen  position,  after  which  Captains  Poague  and 
Carpenter  were  directed  to  take  positidn  in  a  corn-field  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  where  they  opened  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy*8  guns, 
and  soon  silenced  several  of  them.  Shortly  after  this.  General  Win- 
der was  mortally  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field,  the  brigade  still 
resting  where  it  was  halted  at  fifteen  minutes  past  three  o'clock.  A 
little  after  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  put  die  brigade  in 
line  of  battle,  perpendicular  to  the  road,  and  move  forward,  the  line 
having  been  arranged  in  the  following  order,  viz :  Twenty-seventh 
on  the  right,  the  thirty-third  on  the  left  of  the  twenty-seventh,  the 
fifth  left  of  the  thirty-third,  second  left  of  the  fifth,  and  the  fourth 
left  of  the  second.  I  moved  forward  through  the  woods,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  I  was  ordered  to  put  the  brigade  in  column  of  regiments, 
which  order  was  executed  promptly ;  but  before  advancing  the  coI« 
umn  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  tho  column  and  advance  i&  lino  <tf  bal- 
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tie,  letting  the  right  reet  about  one  handred  yarda  from  the  road. 
The  line  of  battle  being  thus  re-eetablished  I  moved  forward  •through 
the  woodfly  under  a  heavy  fire  of  spherical  case  and  canister  shot, 
from  the  enemy's  guns.     Arrfving  at  a  fence  that  partly  enclosed  an 
open  fields  I  halted  the  brigade  and  sent  Captain  John  H.  Fulton, 
acting  f(idy  to  inform  General  Taliaferro  of  m^  position,  and  to  re« 
ceive  his  order.     Captain  Fulton  returned,  stating  that  the  General 
directed  me  to  more  on.     I  put  the  brigade  in  motion  and  rode  some 
two  hundred  yards  in  advance,  in  order  to  gain  the  top  of  the  hill, 
from  which  I  supposed  I  could  have  a  good  view.     Arriving  at  the  ^ 
top  of  the  hill,  I  observed  the  enemy,  about  three  hundred  yards  dis* 
tant,  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  when  I  immediately  rode  back  to 
the  brigade,  which,  having  advanced  to  within  four  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy,  and  in  view'cf  each  other,  this  brigade  then  opened  fire 
Bpon  the  enemy,  and  having  discharged  several  volleys,  which  seemed 
to  confuse  him,  I  immediately   ordered  the  brigade  to  charge,  which  -. 
order  was  promptly  executed,  and  with  fine  effect,  the  enemy  falling ' 
back  in  great  confusion,  leaving  many  of  his  dead  and  wounded  upon . 
the  field.     Arriving  at  the  woods  in  his  retreat,  the  enemy  attempte(]i  - 
to  reform  his  line,  which  I  determined  to  prevent,  by  following  him 
up  ;  but  at  this  moment,.  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  had  turned 
the  left  of  the  second  brigade,  (which  I  supposed,  until  that  moment,, 
rested  on  the  right  of  the  first  brigade:)  whereupon,  I  immediately 
directed  a  change  of  front,  which  was  done  as  promptly  as  it  could  be 
under  the  circumstances,  which  enabled  me  to  engage  this  flanli; 
movement  of  the  enemy.     But  GeneralJBranch's  brigade  coming  up 
at  this  moment,  his  line  being  perpendicular  to  the  road,  while  the 
line  of  the  first  brigade  was  p\krallel,  General  Branch  opened  a  vig- 
orous fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  soon  succeeded  in  driving  him  from 
his  position.     He  was  here  compelled  to  pass  through  a  large  grain  . 
field  in  his  retreat,  ^hich  exposed  his  broken  columns  to  a  deadly 
cross-fire  from  Branch's  and  this  brigade.     About  sundown,  General 
Pender's  (I  think  it  was)  brigade  appeared  on  the  extreme  left  of ' 
the  open  field  I  first  entered.    He  continued  his  march  by  the  flank  . 
until  his  right  reached  the  north-east  corner  of  the  fields  when  I  sent 
Captain  Fulton  to  inform  him  that  the  enemy  was  in  the  woods  to  his 
right.     He  then  continued  his  march  for  some  distance,  and  then  put 
his  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  his  right  resting  on  the  left   of  the  first 
brigade,  and  then  the  whole  line  advanced  in  the  direction  of  the  main 
road.     Very  shortly  after  this  connection  was  formed,  a  short  but 
very  vigorous  contest  ensued,  which  succeeded  in  completely  routing 
the  enemy.     [It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  the  enemy  engaged  in  the 
woods,  at  ^8  point,  is  the  same  column  whose  reformation  of  line  I 
attempted  to  prevent  when  informed  that  the  left  flank  of  the  second  .  ' 
brigade  had  been  turned.]     Here  the  enemy's  loss  was  very ,  heavy. 
This  brigade  pursued  the  now  retreating  foe  until  after  dark,  when  I  ^ 
was  ordered  to  halt  and  rest  for  the  night.  • 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  brigade  was,  indeed,  splendid ; ; 
men  ncTCor  behaved  better.     Regimental  commanders  were  conspicu-  • 
ous  for  their  gallantry,  and  company  officers  deserve  great  ptraise,. 
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not  only  for  their  gallantry,  but  for  their  lacoeiisfHl  efforts  in  Iceepiag 
their  eobpanies  together.  Indeed,  when  the  brigade  was  hiJted  for 
the  night,  nei^rlj  all  were  present. 

The  brigade  captured  three  stands  otcolors,  one  of  whieh  was  im- 
properly taken  from  a  private  of  the  ■  regiment  by  a  commis* 
sioned  officer  of  some. other  command.  Two  stands  of  colors  were 
taken  .by  the  fifth  regiment. 

For  individual  acts  of  gallantry,  I  refer  yon  to  the  reports  of  regi- 
mental and  battery  commanders,  herewith  presented.  Upon  assum- 
ing command.  Captain  John  H.  Fulton,  of  the  fourth  regiment,  and 
}i9^0T  Holliday,  of  the  thirty-third  regiment,  kindly  consented  to  act 
as  aids,  in  connection  with  Lieutenant  Garnett,  of  General  Wiader^a 
staff,  and  to  these  gentlemen  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  ▼»Iaabl« 
services. 

Captain  Fulton  was  conspicuous  in  the  fight,  transmitting  everf 
^rder  with  great  promptness  and  despatch. 

Major  Holliday,  a  gallant  and  brave  man,  while  in  the  ^xecntiim 
of  an  order,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  rendering  i 
putation  necessary.     He  was  wounded  early  in  the  engagement. 

Lieutenant  Garnett  was  active  in  the  field,  and  his  gallantry 
conspicuous.  With  the  aid  these  gentlemen  rendered  me  apon  the 
field,  my  new  position,  as  brigade  commander,  was  relieved  ^,  Brneh 
embarrassment. 

Captains  Carpenter  and  Poague  are  deserving  of  especial  notice  fiir 
flie  great  service  they  rendered  with  their  batteries.  Captain  Car* 
penter  was  wounded  by  a  minie-ball  in  the  head,  though  I  think  net 
Sjpverely. 

The  casualties  in  the  brigade  was,  ten  killed  and  fifty-onewonndel, 
!Chis  includes  General  Winder,  and  in  his  death,  the  brigade  wna  de- 
prived of  his  great  services,  the  army  of  an  able  and  accomj^ished 
lAcer,  the  country  of  a  good  citizen,  and  society  of  an  ornament. 

I  attribute  so  few  casualties  to  the  fact  that  the  brigade  ckai)gedat 
the  proper  time. 

For  a  list  of  casualties,  see  reports  of  regimental  and  tattsiy 
Ciemmanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  RONALD, 
Oobmd  OGmmmdmg  M  Brigai^. 
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REPORT    OF    LIEUTENANT    COLONEL    OARNETT,    OF 
SECOND -BRIGADE. 

Camp  nsaa  Libehtt  Mills,      > 
HeadqMtfiers  Second  Brigade,  Firil  IHvision/A.  V.  D.  y 

Major  W.  T.  Taliaferro, 

Amstani  Adjutant  General,  First  Ditision  : 

Major  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  thi» 
part  taken  by  the  second  brigade,  in  the  battle  near  Cedar  creek,  on 
the  9th  instant : 

By  order  of  General  Winder,  commanding  first  division,  the  second 
brigade  was  ordered,  about  half  past  three  o'clbck,  P.  M.,  to  march 
to  the  front*— passing  the  first  brigade — to  rest  its  right  n^ar  a  schoot- 
hoQse  in  thje  vicinity  of  the  battle-field.  Remaining  in  this  position 
until  General  Early's  brigade  had  driven  in  the  cavalry  pickets,  I 
received  orders  to  move  rapidly  forward  along  the  main  road  towards 
the  enemy's  position.  In  executing  this  movement,  the  brigade  was 
fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  killing  five  and  wounding  six 
men  of  the  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment.  To  prevent  any  further 
aecideixt,  the  brigade  was  filed  to  the  left  in  the  woods,  and  proceeded 
along  the  slope  of  a  hill  parallel  to  the  road,  until  it  had  marched  to 
a  point  where  the  road  emerged  from  the  woods  into  a  field  directly  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  Here  General  Winder  ordered  me  to 
file  to  the  left  along  a  by-road  in  the  woods,  and  to  follow  it  as  far  as 
I  could  nnder  cover  of  the  woods.  On  reaching  this  last  position,  I 
was.  to  place  4he  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  charge  the  nearest  bat- 
tery by  a  flank  movement,  while  our  artillery  engaged  it  in  front.  On 
.recoonoitering  the  position  of  the  battery,  a  heavy  body  of  infantry 
was  discovered  in  its  rfar,  and  a- long  line  of  cavalry,  behind  a  fence 
covered  ^ith  brush,  on  the  left  of  the  batterv,  commanding  perfectly 
the  field  the  second  brigade  would  necessarily  cross-  in  reaching  its 
destination.  I  reported  these  facts  immediately  to  General  Winder, 
through  Lieutenant  White,  acting  aid-de-camp,  and  received  orders 
on  his  return  to  remain  where  I  was  for  a  few  moments.  This  was 
the  Jast  order  I  received  from  General  Winder,  whose  untimely  death 
none  more  deplore  than  the  second  brigade.  We  were  proud  to  be 
under  his  command  and  mingle  our  sorrows  with  those  of  the  nation 
at  his  early  fall.  Genaral  Taliaferro  now  assuming  command,  ordered 
such  a  disposition  ot  the  second  brigade  as  would  afford  some  protec- 
tion to  the  batteries  on  our  right  and  some  four  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear.  The  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment  formed  the  extreme  rights 
and  the  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the 
twenty-first,  and  were  designed  to  repulse  any  charge  of  the  enemjr 
on  our  batteries,  as  ordered  by  General  Taliaferro.  The  forty  ^second 
Virginia  regiment  and  first  Virginia  battalion  formed  our  left,  and 
eottmanded  a  field  nearly  at  right  angles  with  that  in  firoiit  of  t^ 
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forty-eigbth  and  twenty-first.  .  In  tliis  position  skirmishers  were 
thrown  forward,  and,  on  the  extreme  left,  a  courier  was  left  with 
Major  Seddon,  wilh  instructions  to  report  any  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  a  thick  woodland  on  his  extreme  left,  which  Wfis  supposed 
to  he  occupied.  At  this  juncture  General  Jackson  and  staff  arriyed, 
and  I  receive^  orders  from  the  General  to  look  well  to  my  left  flank 
and  to  report  at  once  /to  General  Taliaferro  for  reinforcements. 
Accordingly,  Captain  Wilson,  assistant  adjutant  general,  second 
brigade,  and  Lieutenant  White,  acting  aid-de-camp,  were  sent  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  field  to  ensure  an  early  interview  with  the  General, 
and  to  secure,  without  delay,  the  support  required.  Before  these 
officers  returned,  the  enemy  had  advanced  rapidly,  already  engaging 
our  right.  With  coolness  and  determination,  the  regiments  on  the 
right  delivered  their  fire,  keeping  a  superior  number  of  the  enemy  at 
bay.  Firing  now  co/nmenced  on  the  loft,  and  hastening  to  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  I  diecovered  the  enemy 
in  heavy  force  rapidly  advancing,  not  more  than  fifty  yards  from  our 
front,  bearing  down  upon  us  also  from  the  left,  delivering,  as  they 
came,  a  most  galling  fire.  Unable  to  withstand  this  fire  from  front 
and  flank«  the  first  Virginia  battalion  gave  way  in  confusion,  and 
rendered  abortive  any  efforts  of  its  corps  of  gallant  officers  to  reform 
it.  Finding  our  left  turned,  I  rode  up  to  Major  Layne,  commanding 
the  forty-second,  and  ordered  a  change  of  front  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
this  new  direction ;  but,  before  this  could  be  executed,  he  fell  mortally 
wounded,  and  the  movement  could  not  be  accomplished  before  the 
enemy  had  commenced  a  fire  in  their  rear,  producing  some  confusion 
and  disorder.  The  other  regiment,  all  the  while  engaged  in  front,  were 
also  attacked  in  rear,  now  that  the  left  flank  was  turned,  producing 
much  disorder  in  their  ranks.  In  this  double  fire,  front  and  rear, 
fell  the  gallant  officers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  Major  Layne, 
and  Captain  Dyerle.  Reinforcements  coming  up,  portions  of  different 
regiments  were  reformed  and  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy  discom- 
fitted  from  the  field.  The  terrible  loss  in  thi^  brigade  resulted  from 
its  left  flank  being  turned,  thereby  subjecting  it  to  a  double  fire. 
Had  reinforcements,  momentarily  expected,  arrived  ten  minutes 
Booner,  no  disaster  would  have  happened.     The  long  list  of  killed  and 

^  wounded  officers,  accompanying  this  report,  is  the  best  evidence  of 

:  their  courage  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Cunningham,  as  all  who  knew  him  expected,  behaved  with  dis- 
tinguished bravery  and  coolness.  His  place  is  not  easily  filled.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  Major  Layne,  Major  Seddon  and  Captain  Han- 
iium,>  commanding  regiments,  and  of  the  officers  attached-to  their 
commands.     It  would  be  improper  to  close  this  report  without  calling 

:tbe  attention  of  the  General  to  the  acts  of  savage  brutality  perpetra- 
ted by  the  enemy  upon  our  officers  and  men  who  fell  into  their  hands 
temporarily  as  prisoners.  Such  fiendish  barbarity  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  history  of  warfare  among  civilized  nations. 

To  the  metkibers  of  my  staff  all  praise  is  due  for  their  bravery  and 
efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty.     They  consisted  of  Captain 

^Wilson,  assistant  adjutant  general,  Lieutenant  Dabney^v  aid-de-eamp. 
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and  Lientenant  White,  first  Virginia  battalion,  acting  aid-de-eamp. 
For  further  particulars,  the  General  is  referred  to  reports  from  regi- 
mental commanders  herewith  enclosed. 

THOMAS  S.  GARNETT, 
Ideui.  Col.  commanding  2nd  Brigade^  Ut  Division,  A.  V.  D. 
V.  DABN£r,  Aid-de-Camp. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  TALIAFERRO  OF  THIRD  BRIGABR 

Headquartbrs  Third  Brigade,  A.  Y.,      > 
SfeGruder's  Farm,  Orange  county,  Ya.,  August  14,  1862.  ) 

To  Brigadier  Qeneral  W.  B.  Tauaferro, 

Commanding  First  Division,  A.  F. ; 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  sustained  by  the  third  brigade  of  the  first  division.  Army  of  the 
^ Vallejy  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  creek,  on  the  9th  instant : 

This  brigade  was  under  your  immediate  command  until  about  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  notified  of  the  death  of  General  Winder, 
commanding  the  first  division,  and  that  you  had  assumed  its  command. 
The  command  of  this  brigade  thereupon  devolved  upon  me,  as  the 
senior  ofiScer,  and  my  report  is  confined  to  the  conduct  of  the  brigade 
subsequent  to  my  assumption  of  its  command.     The  brigade  at  that 
time  occupied  a  position  on  the  left  of  General  Early's  brigade,  and 
on  the  right  of  the  second  brigade  of  this  division,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Garnett,  the  first  brigade,  under  Colonel  Ronald,  being  in 
rear,  as  a  support  to  the  third.     The  brigade  was  then  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  it  sustained  with  great 
firmness,  officers  and  men  alike  displ^ing  the  coolness  of  veterans. 
Soon  after,  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  which  was  obeyed  with 
alacrity,  under  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  firing  over 
the  heads  of  their  infantry.     As  soon  as  this  brigade  arrived  within 
musket  shot  of  the  enemy  it  commenced  firing,  and  continued  a  de- 
structive fire  until  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy,  in  strong  force, 
had  turned  the  left  flank  of  the  second  brigade,  exposing  it  to  a  fire 
.  so  destructive  that  it  was  compelled  to  give  way,  in  some  disorder. 
This  left  the  regiments  on  the  left  of  this  brigade  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  in  front,  and  also  on  its  left  flank.     Under  thia  fire, 
and  the  example  of  the  second  brigade,  the  forty-seventh  and  fortj- 
eighth  Alabama  regiments,  commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  Jack- 
son and  Colonel  Sheffield,  (for  the  first  time  under  fire,)  gave  way, 
and  fell  back  some  distance,  but  were  promptly  rallied  by  their  offi« 
cers.     A  part  of  the  thirty-seventh  Virginia,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Williams,  was  also  thrown  into  confusion,  and  the  whole  compelled  to 
fall  back;    The  tenth,  Major  Stover,  and  the  twenty-third  Virginia, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis,  likewise  fell  back,  under  my  ordera.     The 
whole  brigade  was  speedily  reformed  and,  supported  cordially  by  the 
first  brigade,  which  promptly  advanced  on  its  left,  again  advanced 
and  charged  the  enemy.    The  enemy  soon  broke  and  fled  in  ^reat 
disorder.     We  pursued  them  until  darkness  interposed,  and  we  were 
ordered  to  a  position  in  advance  of  the  battle-field,  where  we  slept  on 
our  arms.    In  the  pursuit,  this  brigade  captured  a  number  of  pris- 
oners, among  them  Brigadier  General  Prince,  who  was  brought  in  by 
private  John  Booker,  company  I,  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment. 
He  brought  him  to  me,  but  as  General  Taliaferro  was  near,  who  was 
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of  superior  rank,  I  ordered  him  to  be  taken  to  hiniy  and  to  btm  be 
promptly  surrendered.  Just  at  the  time  the  enemj  broke^  their  cav- 
alry charged  us,  but  were  received  by  a  galling  fire  from  this  brigade.' 
They  broke,  and  were  fired  upon  also  by  the  first  ^nd  second,  and 
General  Branch's  brigade,  which  had  oome  np  on  oar  left,  and  Aed 
with  great  precipitation  tfnd  Idss. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  matay  brave  and  good  officers  and  men. 
It  will  be  hard  to  supply  their  places,  but  they  fell  on  the  field  of 
honor,  in  defence  of  their  homes,  their  people,  their  liberty,  and  all 
that  makes  life  dear  to  man,  and  a  grateful  country  and  posterity  will 
award  them^  their  meed  of  praise.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Curti^,  com- 
manding twenty-third  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  into  action.  He  came 
to  the  regiment  in  September,  1861»  from  Brooke  countj,  Virginia, 
a  private,  and  a  refugee  from  the  tyrants  of  the  Northwest,  and,  in 
the  reorganization  he  was  called  to  the  position  he  so  gallantly  filled, 
a  fit  testimonial  by  the  officers  to  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  lie 
has  fallen  far  from  his  hoi^e  and  friends,  but  will  long  be  remembered 
by  all  associated  with  him  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Colonel  Williams, 
of  the  thirty- seventh  Virginia  regiment,  was  slightly,  and  Colonel 
Sheffield,  of  the  forty-eighth  Alabama  regiment,  was  painfully 
wounded.  Both  these  officers  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  All  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  brigade  behaved  well,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
thank  them  for  their  gallant  and  good  conduct,  manifested  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances.  For  the  details  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regimental  comr 
manders,  herewith  returned,  and  which  sum  up  as  follows  : 

KiUed.         Wounded. 
Tenth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers, 
Twenty-third  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  • 
Thirty^ seventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers, 
I'orty. seventh  regiment  Alabama  volunteers,  • 
Forty-eighth  regiment  Alabama  volunteers,   • 

Total, 51  271 

AH  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

ALEXANDER  G.  TALIAFERRO, 
Colonel  commanding  Third  Brigade^  A.   V. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  STAFFORD. 

Headquarters  Secokd  Louisiana  Brigade,  > 
August  14,  1862.  5 

To  Major  General  A,  P.  Hill  : 

I  very  regpectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  and 
position  of  this  brigade  under  my  command,  at  the  battle  of  Cedar 
creek,  on  the  9th  instant : 

With  my  command,  I  reached,  by  double-quicking,  the'battle-fieli 
just  in  time  to  hear  the  last  guns  fired  and  to  witness  the  stragglers 
of  the  retreat.  Immediately  after  forming  line  of  battle,  the  brigade 
was  thrown  forward  as  the  advance  guard,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
through  a  dense  woods,  heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  between  the 
skirmishers  of  the  enemy  and  those  of  my  own  deployment.  In  an 
open  field,  after  passing  the  skirt  of  woods,  I  found  the  enemy  in 
large  force,  much  superior  to  my  own,  and  in  line  of  battle.  By  or- 
ders of  General  Jackson,  with  my  brigade,  I  formed  a  line  of  battle 
along  a  fence  separating  the  field  from  the  woods  and  at  right  angles 
with  the  main  road  by  which  I  was  advancing.  I  was  severely  shelled 
at  various  times  during  the  night,  while  the  firing  of  the  skirmishers 
was  periodical  from  a  little  after  dark  until  near  eleven  o^clock  next 
morning.  The  entire  brigade  remained  inline  of  battle  until  ordered 
back  at  or  near  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  lOth  instant.  The  following  cofDpa- 
nies  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  behaved  with  that  gallantry  and 
coolness  that  entitles  the  oflScers  and  men  to  the  highest  praise,  viz. : 
Company  A,  Captain  Grigsby  ;  company  B,  Captain  Cumming,  and 
company  B,  Captain  Hodges,  of  the  ninth  Louisiana  regiment.  The 
casualties  of  the  brigade  were  twenty  wounded  and  four  killed.  Deeply 
do  I  regret  to  state  that  the  following  named  officers  (and  a  few  pri- 
vates, who  could  not  be  detected,)  absented  themselves  without  leave 
during  that  period  of  the  engagement  in  which  my  command  partici- 
pated,  viz. :  First  Lieutenant  B.  F.  Jackson  and  Captain  Singletary , 
of  the  ninth  Louisiana  regiment.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

L.  A.  STAFFORD, 
Colonel  commanding  2d  La.  Brigade, 
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EEPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 

Headquarters  Artillert,  Second  Corps, 
'     March  14,  1863. 

Lieuteiiftat  Colonel  C.  J.  F>iulkner» 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUlowing  report  of  tbo 
part  taken  by  th^  artillery  of  this  army  corps  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Run,  of  August  9th,  1862  : 

The  road  on  which  we  advanced  debouched  firom  a  piece  of  woods 
upon  the  immediate  battle-field,  which  was  open  and  somewhat  broken, 
a  brook  running  across  it  and  the  prolongation  of  the  road  and  making 
a  small  angle  with  our  general  line  of  battle.  The  advance  of  our 
troops  was  the  division  of  Brigadier  General  C.  S.  Winder,  and  its 
artillery  became  fir^t  engaged.  The  enemy's  batteries  occupied 
rising  ground  to  the  right  and. beyond  the  mouth  of  the  road,  while 
his  infantry  extended  from  these  batteries  towards  our  left.  About 
two,  P.  M.,  a  gun  placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  road  by  Major  R.  S. 
Andrews,  commanding  the  artillery  of  General  Winder's  division, 
opened  on  the  enemy.  His*  cavalry  skirmishers  and  out-posts  had 
been  previously  driven  in  by  Brigadier  General  Early's  brigade,  which 
was  just  to  the  right  of  this  point.  The  reply  was  immediate  and 
from  this  time  the  enemy  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  at  this  point,  as  one 
near  which  our  troops  and  batteries  must  pass  in  taking  position.  I 
found  that  to  the  right  and  front,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
were  rises  in  the  ground  favorable  for  positions  for  artillery.  I  there- 
fore directed  Major  Andrews  to  move  forward  his  rifle  guns  to  these 
points.  He  moved  out  four  rifles  and  one  twelve-pounder  Napoleoii. 
The  latter  and  two  rifles  were  from  Captain  Poague's  battery  and  the 
others  from  those  of  Captains  Caskie  and  Carpenter.  Their  fire  was 
directed  against  the  enemy's  batteries  in  order  to  protect  the  deploy- 
ment of  our  infantry.  They  were  excellently  served,  and  so  com- 
pletely occupied  the  enemy's  guns,  about  twelve  in  number,  I  think, 
that  Major  Andrews  proposed  to  move  one  or  two  smooth-bored  bat- 
teries further  down  the  road  and  endeavor  to  enfilade  the  enemy's 
position.  In  trying  to  do  this  he 'was  wounded,  and  the  complexion 
of  affairs  just  after  prevented  its  subsequent  execution.  Meanwhile 
the  battery  of  Captain  Latimer,  which  had  moved  with  Major  General . 
Ewell's  division,  had  opened  on  the  enemy  from  a  position  at  the  base 
of  Slaughter's  Mountain,  far  to  yur  right,  while  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Brown  and  Dement,  (the1;wo  comprising  six  guns,)  had  position 
between  the  battery  of  Captain  Latimer  and  those  of  Major  Andrews. 
These  two  batteries  were  capitally  served  and  evidently  damaged  the 
enemy  severely. 

Thus  fieur  the  fight  had  been  between  the  opposing  artillery  exclu- 
sively. At  this  time  the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  in  line  of  battle, 
that  is,  a  regiment  of  them  through  a  corn-field  just  Jtovond,  the 
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b^ook  and  m  froBi  of  Major  Andrews'  gona.  Unable  apparenfly  to 
Qroaa  in  this  formation,  they  formed  colnmn  .of  companies  for  tlie  par« 
pose,  Jast  then  Major  Andrews  turned  his  guns  upon  them,  (for  it 
was  before  he  had  been-  wounded,)  and  opening  with  canis- 
ter aoon  broke  them.  At  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  B. 
L.  Walker  coming  up  with  the  artillery  of  Major  General  A. 
P.  Bill's  division,  1  directed  him  to  place  four  rifle  guns  on  the  rising 
ground  to  Major  Andrews'  right.  He  placed  them  by  sectiiMis — ^two 
from  Captain  Pegram's  battery  and  two  from  Captain  Fleet's,  the 
latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hardy.  These  guns  now  were 
formed  in  echelon — Captain  Pegram  being  in  adrance-and  to  the  rights 
next  to  him  Lieutenant  Hardy,  while  the  guns  from  General  Winders 
division  were  further  to  the  left  and  something  in  advance  of  Lieuten- 
ant Hardy,  giving  an  oblique  fire  across  their  front.  At  this  moment 
the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  again  in  general  line  across  the  corn- 
field and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  guns  were  turned  on  them  ex- 
clusively. In  a  short  time  our  infantry  on  the  left  of  the  road  was 
apparently  thrown  into  confusion  and  gave  way ;  the  enemy  advanc- 
ing, the  rear  of  the  guns  of  General  Winder's  division  was  exposed 
and  they  were  withdrawn  by  General  Jackson's  order.  At  the  same 
time  the  enemy  made  a  feeble  effort  to  advance  through  and  from  the 
corn-field,  but  a  well-directed  fire  of  canister  from  the  guns  of  Cap- 
tain Pegram  and  Lieutenant  Hardy,  sjapported  by,  I  believe,  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  checked  them, 
though  their  skirmishers  got  quite  near  under  cover  of  the  accidents 
of  the  ground.  The  temporary  confusion  on  the  lefc  was  soon  over^ 
come  and  in  a  short  time  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  our  whole  line 
advancing,  the  artillery  moved  along  the  road,  unable  to  cross  the 
brook  in  front  through  the  field.  The  pursuit  continued  until  having 
crossed  a  second  brook,  we  came  upon  a  large  body  of  woods.  It  be- 
ing deemed  advisable  to  shell  these  before  advancing  further,  the  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Pegram,  Fleet,  Braxton,  and  Latham,  were  placed 
in  position  under  Lieuten<int  Colonel  Walker,  some  eighty  or  one  hun- 
dred yards  distant  and  a  heavy  fire  opened  in  various  directions. 
After  a  short  time,  Captain  Pegram's  batterv  was  ordered  forward 
with  an  infantry  brigade,  through  these  woods  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  It  took  position  just  beyond  and  opened  upon  what  was  thought 
and  proved  to  be  the  enemy's  camp.  A  battery  was  soon  opened  in 
reply,  and  a  heavy  cannonade  was  the  consequence,  for  some  time, 
causing  Captain  Pegram  severe  loss.  His  batterj^  however,  retained 
its  position  till  next  morning,  when  it  was  withdrawn.  We  lo^t  no 
'  pieces  or  caissons,,  but  had  two  guns  dismounted  by  the  enemy's 
fire.  .  We  captured  one  twelve-pounder  Napoleon  (spiked)  and  car- 
riage and  caisson,  with  two  other  caissons  and  a  limber,  all  of  which 
were  brought  o£f.  The  gun  and  caisson  were  sent  to  Richmond,  one 
caisson  exchanged  into  Captain  Poague's  battery,  and  the  other  c^is* 
son  snd  limber  also  sent  to  Richmond. 

It  is  due  that  I  should  call  especial  attention  to  die  gallantry  dis- 
played by  Major  R.  L.  Andrews  in  this  action.  He  was  severely 
wounded,  and,  in  our  withdrawal,  fell  a  prisoner  intp  the  handa  of 
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^ke  ttMAj.    Gaplain  J.  Garpenter,  a  most  excellent  Dffieer,  reoeived 
a  ^OQfid  ftrem  which  he  has  since  died,  wbifo  fearieasly  exposing  him-i^ 
self  in  looking  ont  a  position  for  bis  battery. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yerj  respectfally, 

Yonr  obedient  servant,  4    * 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Oblimd  mid  Chief  AHUkry  U  Cbrpt. 
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REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  WITCHER  OP  TWENTT-FIRST  VIR- 
GINIA REGIMENT. 

*  Camp  near  Gordonsville,  August  13,  1862. 

Major  John  Seddon, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

Sir  :  In  obedieDoe  to  order,  I  offer  the  foIlowiDg  report  of  the 
twenty-first  Virginia  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Slaughter's  Mountain, 
on  the  9th  instant,  which,  I  fear,  will  be  an  imperfect  one,  as  I  onlj 
took  command  after  the  fight  had  considerably  advanced  : 

The  regiment  was  posted  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  about  forty 
paces  back  of  the  road,  to  the  left  of  a  battery  in  the  field,  and 
facing   to   the   road,  a  small  party   being  sent  to  the  road  in  front 
of  our  extreme  left  to  keep   watch.     In  this  position,  the  men  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  to  protect  them  from  the  enemy's  cannonading, 
which  was  kept  up  with  great  vigor.     A  number  of  sheila  exploded  in 
our  vicinity,  one  of  which  struck  and  killed  William  H.  Morgan,  of 
company  F,  a  young  officer  of  great  merit.     In  aboat  half  an  hour, 
a  volley  of  musketry  was  heard  on  our  left,  when  the  party  on  the 
road  immediately  returned,  and  reported  that  a  regiment  was  advanc- 
ing along  ^he  road  and  fence.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham  or- 
dered our  regiment  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  road,  which  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  all  seeming  eager  for  the  engagement.     Soon  after 
reaching  the  road  and  engaging  the  enemy,  another  regiment  of  them 
emerged  from  a  corn-field,  and  arrayed  themselves  in  line  of  battle 
to  our  left  oblique.     This  seemed  to  heighten  the  ardor  of  oar  men, 
who  fought  with  all  the  gallantry  and  energy  that  could  have  been  • 
desired,  and  completely  checking  the  enemy's  advance.     The  fight 
was  raging  fiercely,  and  our  men  in  high  spirits,  when  suddenly,  and 
'  without  any  warning  whatever,  a  murderous  fire  was  poured  upon  us 
from  the  rear,  at  least  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  having  passed  through 
the  woods  and  reached  within  twenty  or  thirty  paces  of  us.     We  had 
supposed  that  our  rear  was  protected ;  why  it  was  not,  is  not  for  me 
to  say.    ^About  this  time,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham  appeared 
at  the  left  of  the  line  and  gave  some  command,  which,  amid  the  firing, 
I  could  not  understand.     1  ordered  those  near  me,  however,  to  about- 
face  ;  some  obeyed,  but  many  others  were  so  intent  upon  firing  at  the 
enemy  before  them,  and  so  little  apprehensive  pf  danger  from  the 
rear,  that  they  seemed  not  to  understand  the  command.     Colonel  Cun- 
ningham again  gave  some  command,  which,  .owing  to  the  circum- 
stances, I  could  not  distinctly  hear.     He  waived  his  hand  towards  the 
fence  rather  to  the  right,  and,  aftc/r  several  times  ordering  it,  I  got 
the  men  to  start  in  that  direction.     In  making  the  movement,  they 
became  somewhat  scattered  and  confused,  some  going  fast,  while  others 
would  load,  turn  and  fire  as  they  went,    ffo  add  to  the  confusion^ef  • 
the  moment,  in  addition  to  the  many  other  brave  men  and  officers  who 
fell  at  this  point,  our  gallant  and  beloved  leader,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cunningham  fell  mortally  wounded ;  the  adjutant  wm  taken  by  the 
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enemy^  thoQgh  he  afterwards  escaped;  the  sergeant-major  was  shot 
down ;  the  flag-be.arer  was  shot  dead ;  a  corporal  of  the  color-guard, 
seizing  the  colors,  shared  the  same  fate,  and  a  private  who  next  raised 
them  fell,  wounded  in  three  places.     Under  these  unfavorable  circum* 
Btances,  a  portion  of  the  regiment  rallied  and  formed  at  the  oiest  of 
the  hill,  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  from  the  road. 
Here,  some  troops,  which  had  fallen  back,  rallied,  and  joined  us,  and 
after  a  spirited  contest  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  drove  the  enemy, 
who  had  advanced  into  the  road  and  field,  back  into  the  woods.     We 
then  turned  our  fire  upon  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  in  the  meadow, 
which  soon  broke  and  began  to  retire.     From  this  we  pushed  forward 
wherever  the  fight  seemed  thickest,  assisting  in  the  repulse  of  the 
cavalry  charge,  and  mingling  in  the  fire  upon  the  retreating  foe,  till 
he  had  entirely  disappeared  from  the  field.     No  troops,  in  my  opin* 
ion,  could  have  behaved  with  more  daring  and  obstinacy  than  those  of 
the  twenty-first.     There  were  instances  of  individual  heroism,  which  I 
refrain  from  mentioning,  lest  jnjustice  should  be  done  to  others.     Be- 
fore concluding  this  report,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  no- 
tice a  fact  which  shows  the  barbarous  and  brutal  manner  in  which  this 
war  is  being  conducted  by  our  enemies.     Second  Lieutenant  Thomas 
M.  Brown,  of  company  K,  ^as  taken  pri^soner  at  the  time  our  regi- 
ment left  the  woods.     He  was  afterwards  found  in  the  woods  mor- 
tally wounded,  and,  before  dying,  stated  to  Lieutenant  Roach,  of  the 
twenty-first,  and  Captain  Turner  of  the  Irish  battalion,  that  he  was 
taken  unhart,  but  when  the  enemy  were  forced  to  retreat,  they  knocked 
him  down  vrith  their  guns,  and  bayonctted  him  in  several  places.     He 
was  in  his  proper  mind  at  the  time  of  making  this  statement,  and  died 
the  same  night.    Accompanying  this  report  I  forward  a  list  of  casu? 
•  alties. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  WITCHER, 
Captain^  commmdivg  %Ut  Virginia  Regiment, 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  SBDDOIf. 

Headq'rs  1st  Va.  Bat.,  2nd  Brig.,  1st  Dnr.,  A,  V.  1).,  > 

^ttgttt^  14,  I86«.      5 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  L.  OAimsTTy 

Commandimg  Seoimd  Brigade  m  the  evening  (f  the  9tk  inU.  ; 

Colonel:  I  have  ike  loner  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tke 
operations  of  the  first  Virginia  battalion  daring  the  late  engagement 
vith  the  enemy  near  Cedar  creek^  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant  : 

The  first  Virginia  battalion,  nnder  my  command,  was  marched, 
with  the  rest  of  the  second  brigade,  throngh  a  body  of  woods  and 
was  drawn  np  in  line  of  battle,  with  inverted  front,  on  the  extreme 
kft  of  the  brigade  in  the  wood,  with  a  small  wheat-field  in  our  front 
The  woods  were  so  dense  that  no  other  portion  of  our  brigade  conld 
be  seen  from  our  position.  We  took  up  our  position  about  a  quarter 
past  four  o^clock,  P.  M.  At  about  a  quarter  to  six  o'clock,  a  large 
brigade  of  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  beyond  the  wheat  field, 
and^dvanced  against  our  line,  in  fine  order,  at  a  double-quick.  A 
eorn*field  on  the  right,  and  a  brush-field  on  tho  left  of  the  wheat*field, 
provonted  me  from  seeing  either  wing  of  the  enemy,  which  seemed 
to  extend  indefinitely  in  both  directions.  By  order,  tho  battalion 
fired  as  the  enemy  came  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  oar 
position,  with  very  little  effect.  We  fired  two  more  scattering  volleys, 
all  with  little  effect.  By  this  time  the  enemy  were  close  upon  cur 
firoat,  and  had  closed  in  upon  our  left  flank.  Seeing  this,  the  battal- 
ion gave  way  and  retreated  rapidly  and  in  great  confusion.  Being 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  we  were  the  first  to  see  the  flank  ' 
movement  of  tke  enemy,  and  by  the  rapid  retreat,'  were  prevented 
from  being  surrounded. 

All  the  officers  of  the  battalion  strove  most  gallantly  to  hold  the 
men  to  their  position,  and  made  the  most  heroic  endeavors  to  rally 
them  after  they  had  broken.  Failing  in  this,  some  of  the  officers  and 
men  joined  ixi  with  the  reserves  and  took  part  in  their  successful  ad* 
vanco.  Second  Lieutenant  Alexander,  company  A,  was  disabled  by 
a  severe  wound  in  the  left  thigh,  about  the  time  the  battalion  gave 
way.  It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  Lieutenant  White,  acting  aid-de- 
camp to  Colonel  Garnett,  informed  me,  just  as  the  enemy  Mvanced 
from  the  woods,  that  the  tenth  Virginia  regiment  occupied  our  left. 

Accompanying  this  von  will  please  find  a  list  of  casualties. 
Bespectinllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHNBBDDON,*    • 
Major  commanding  let  Va.  BaitaHan, 
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REPORT  OF  LIBUTBWANT  COLONEL  JACKSON. 

Camp  near  Libcrty  Mills,  \ 
August  13,  1862.       I 

To  Colotel  TALlAPERRa, 

Oommmiding  Third  SrigtOe,  A.  V. : 

CoLOincL :  On  Saturday  laai,  the  9th  instaikt,  four  o'dlook,  P.  M*,  I 
arrived  with  mj  regiment  (the  forty-seventh  Alabama)  within  range 
of  the  enemy^B  batteries  that  had  opened  on  the  adranoing  ooliunne 
of  oar  army.  We  were  allowed  to  rest  a  few  minates,  when  we  #^re 
again  ordered  to  advanoe,  and  take  onr  position  under  the  range  of 
the  enemy's  guns.  We  advanced  along  the  road  for  the  distance  of  a 
mile,  with  the  enemy's  shells  bursting  over  oar  heads;  bat,  as  we  were 
within  the  range  given  to  their  guns,  no  dAiage  was  done  to  my 
regiment.  When  the  position  desired  by  onr  brigade  commander  was 
gained,  we  were  ordered  to  form  onr  line  of  battle  and  lie  down.  By 
this  time  the  cannonade  was  in  ^nieker  succession.  The  men  nader 
my  command  behaved  themselves  verj well,  though  somewhat  confused 
at  the  bursting  of  shells  over  their  heads;  but  after  remaining  a  ahors 
time  they  became  quiet.  We  remained  about  forty  minutes  in  this 
position,  without  sustaining  any  loss,  when  the  order  was  given  by 
General  Taliaferro  to  advance  in  line  of  battle.  I  reported  Skis  eetn* 
mand  to  the  regiment,  when  they  advanced  in  tolerable  order,  the  dls* 
tance  of  fifty  yards,  when  we  approached  a  fence,  which  we  crossed 
and  found  ourselves  in  presence  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  had 
opened  on  us  with  some  effect.  I  formed  my  men  in  line  of  battle, 
about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  line  of  the  enemy,  and  opened 
fire  on  them.  Although  it  was  the  first  battle  any  of  my  men  had 
ever  been  jin,yet  they  behaved  themselves  very  well,  and  returned  the 
fire  in  quick  succession,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  deliberation.  Affairs 
remained  in  this  pontion  for  about  twenty  minutes,  when  we  found 
ourselves  attacked  from  a  very  uneipeeted  cruarter ;  the  enemy 4aving 
flanked  us,  had  come  round  to  our  rear,  and  were  pouring  heavy  vol- 
leys on  us,  at  the  distance  of  forty  p$ces.  As  soon  as  I  discovered 
this  new  enemj,  I  gave  the  command  to  hce  about.  A  few  companies 
of  the  rij^t  wing  obeyed  the  command;  but  the  left,  not  understand* 
ing  the  order  #nd  being  8ubj|pted  to  a  severe  cross-fire,  gave  way 
and  retreated  across  the  field.  As  soon  as  the  leflfc  ga^e  my,  the  right 
lilso  got  into  confusion  and  followed  the  left  I  miade  repei^  efforts 
|o  rallv  the  r€|gimei|t,  but,  findins  it  impossible  to  do  so  under  the 
eross-fire  ^j  were  subjected  to,  I  followed  them  across  tiie  field,  asd 
«n  a  hill  that  screened  them  firom  the  balls  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as 
found  themselves  out  of  range,  th^  halted  and  begvm  of  them* 
Ives  to  rally  to  their  standard.  I  eneouraffed  them  as  much  as  mf 
;hausted.state  from  Cstigue  aad  feeble  heallK  would  permit,  and  soon 
A  the  satisfiMtion  of  seeing  meet  ^  them  retumins  todu^.  I  or* 
leied  the  e^Aors  to  edTaaee,  wUek  they  did,  and  ^  j^^e&t  &!• 


so 

lo^ed,  though  withoat  any  lin^of  battle.  I  remained  behind,  sending 
np  those  that  showed  less  inclination  to  advance.  I  soon  fonnd  it 
would  be  impcesible  to  get  them  iq  regular  line,  and>  therefore,  stayed 
a  few  paces  in  the  rear,  encoGragine  those  that  stayed  behind,  and 
preventing  them  from  firing  among  those  in  advance.  We  continued 
to  advance  in  this  open  way,  to  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  drawn  up  in  another  field,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  field. 
The  advance  of  our  line  at  this  point  made  a  halt,  and  very  delibe- 
rately returned  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  I  encouraged  those  in  the 
rear  to  advance  as  far  as  their  friends  had  done,  and  soon  had  the  satis- 
fiustion  of  seeing  them  slowly  make  their  way  to  the  front  The  front 
line  seeing  the  rear  advance,  also  advanced,  and  the  enemy  in  a  few 
minutes  began  to  give  ground;  At  this  point  we  were  charged  by  a 
%ody  of  cavalry,  but,  meeting  with  a  rolling  fire  from  our  line,  thej 
retreated  with  considerable  loss.  Our  men  now  advanced  in  quick 
time,  and  the  enemy's  retreat  soon  became  a  complete  rout.  We  con- 
tinued to  pursue  them  from  one  field  to  another,  until  about  seven 
o^clock,  when  our  mef^  becoming  exhausted,  made  a  halt,  and  took  no 
fiirther  part  in  the  action. 

The  jnumber  of  killed  in  my  regiment  was  eleven  men  and  one 
captain.  Captain  Munsen,  who  fell  at  the  time  we  were  flanked  by  the 
enemy.  The  captain  conducted  himself  with  great  gallantry,  and  the 
regiment  has  sustained  a  great  loss  in  his  death.  We  had  also  ninety 
men  wounded,  including  those  that  were  wounded  slightly.  I  think 
the  wounded,  with  a. few  exceptions,  will  recover. 

The  above  is  an  outline  of  the  part  played  by  the  forty-seventh 
Alabama  regiment,  in  the  late  action  between  Generals  Jackson's  and 
Pope's  forces,  near  Culpeper  Court-House. 

I  am,  sir,  veryrespectfully, 
"^  Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  JACJKSOir, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  47th  AhAama  VokmUers. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  DOBTNS  OF  FORTY-SECOND  VIR. 
GINIA  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Fortt-Second  Regiment  Virginia  Vols.,  > 
Camp  near  Liberty  MUls,  August  1S»  186S.      ) 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  forty-second  regiment  Vir- 
ginia Tolnnteers  in  the  recent  engagements  at  Cedar  Run,  Culpepper 
coanty,  Virginia,  on  the  9th  August,  1862  : 

About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  regiment,  commanded  by  Major 
Henry  Layne,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered, 
to  the  front,  and  accordingly  marched  along  the  Culpeper  road  until 
it  reached  a  body  of  woods  about  half  a  mile  from  the  battle-field.  It. 
was  then  halted  and  ordered  to  load.  It  was  then  filed  off  to  the^  left . 
of  the  road  and  marched  through  the  woods^early  parallel  with*  the- 
road,  and  during  the  march  the  woods  were  very  heavily  shelled  by: 
the  enemy ;  but  no  casualties  occurred  in  the  regiment.  The  regiment* 
was  halted  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  road  near  a  field,  where  one 
or  two  pieces  of  our  artillery  was  planted,  and  in  action.    It  remained: 
in  this  position  near  half  an  hour,  and  was  then  ordered  to  move  foY-- 
ward,and  accordingly  marched  some  four  hundred  yards  until  it  reached', 
a  narrow  road  leading  to  a  wheat-field  ;  filing  dowli  the  road  to.  the 
left,  near  one  hundred  yards,  it  then  filed  to  the  right  through  the- 
woodff  parallel  with  the  fence  nntil  it  reached  its  depth,  it  was  ^en 
halted  and  fronted  in  line  of  battle.     The  forty-eighth  Virginia  regi— . 
ment  was  on  the  right,  and  the  first  ATirginia  battalion  on  the  left. 
Our  skirmishers,  who  had  previously  been  thrown  out,  soon  discovered' 
thiie  of  the  enemy  near  at  had,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  woods  opposite  the  wheat-field  to  our 
front,  and  having  gotten  mid- way  the  wheat-field  the  regiment  was> 
ordered  to  fire,  which  was  done  with  a  great  deal  of  coolness  and 
rapidity,  and  kept  up  constantly  for  some  half  an  hour  or  more ;  the- 
*  regiment  remaining  in  good  order  all  the  time.     Early  in  the  engage- 
ment Major  Layne  was  mortally  wounded,  and  a  great  many  of  the^ 
company  officers  and  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  enemy  having  flanked  us  right  and  left,  were  seen  suddenly - 
advancing  upon  our  rear  u^onsiderable  disorder,  about  this  joiicture 
we  received  orders  to  fall^Bc,  and  soon  came  in  contact  with  the  en- 
emy it  the  point  of  the  i^niet.  A  good  many  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  regiment  were  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  again  re- 
captured, and  many  of  them  severely  wounded  while  in  the  hands  of 
the  etemy.'  Several  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment,  whom  we  had 
recaptured  from  the  enemy  informed  me  that  they  were  most  brutally - 
maltreated  by  the  enemy,  and  saw  many  of  our  men  brutally 
murdered  after  being  captured.  During  this  portion  of  the  engage- 
ment the  regiment  was  Uurown  in  great  confusion,  and  became  muchi 
scattered ;  but  a  larger  portion  of  those  remaining  were  afterwards^ 
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nUiad  and  mored  forward  with  General  Branch'e  brigade,  and  diarged 
tiurowb  the  wheat-field  to  the  woods  and  halted.  The  hm  was  Tcry 
light  during  the  charge.  The  regiment  was  then  marched  through 
the  wheat-field  and  acrosa  the  road  to  the  right  into  acorn-field,  and 
renwined  during  the  night.  After  this  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred. 
The  loss  in  the  regiment,  both  in  killed  and  wonnded,  waa  Teiy  heavy; 
but  not  more  than  six  or  eight  were  missing.  Tbt  regiment  oaplnred 
a  large  number  of  the  enemy,  both  officers  and  men,  and  senttheoi,  to 
the  rear. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  DOBYRS, 
CSsptoin,  commanding  Ffniy*Secmd  Begiment  Virginia  Vbb: 


a 
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KBPOBT  OF  COLONEL  W.  B.  JOJlES. 

.     .  HcAD^^BS  7th  Regiment  Yiroinia  Cavalry,  > 

Ormge  C.  E.,  August  U,  1862.    .  $ 

GeiierjJ  B.  H.  Robertson, 

Sir  :  I  baye  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  dth  instant,  mj  reg- 
imeiit  was  ordered  on  a  reconnoissanee  near  Madison  Court-HoasOb 
The  maiek  ^f  twentj-fiye  miles  was  made  by  sandown,  and  withoul 
ineideBt  or  discovery  worthy  of  record.  On  returning  to  oamp,  we 
first  learned  that  the  battle  of  Cedar  Ran  had  been  progressing  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  and  moved  on,  withont  a  moment's  delay,  to 
the  scene  of  action.  Not  being  able  to  see  yon  or  General  Jackson, 
by  the  advice  of  General  Hill,  I  passed  i)etween  the  brigades  of  Gen« 
erals'Field  and  ik^rly  aboat  dark,  for  the^parpose  of  pressing  the  en* 
emy  in  retreat.  After  taming  the  woods  on  oar  right,  I  came  on  the 
enemy,  drawn  ap  in  such  order  and  force  as  rendered  a  charge  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous.  Holding  our  post  for  observation,  coariertf 
were  sent  to  ii^orm  a  battery,  sending  out  shells  of  inquiry,  of  tiui 
position  of  the  enemy.  Before  our  artillery  could  be  brought  te 
bear,  a  body  of  cavalry  threatened  us ;  but  a  gallant  chaise  on  our 
part  soon  caused  them  to  take  shelter  under  their  infantry.  We 
killed  one  of  their  horses.  Now  our  artillery  commenoed  shelling 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  causing  him  to  retire,  and  we  followed  as 
soon  as  we  could,  safely,  from  our  own  shells.  A  negro  servant  of 
an  officer  was  captured  near  this  point,  from  whom  we  gained  the 
first  information  of  the  arrival  of  General  SigePs  force  on  the  field. 
This  intelligence  was  at  once  sent  to  the  rear.  The  fierce  cannonade, 
probably  from  the  guns  of  this  command,  newly  arrived,  swept  the 
ground  immediately  in  our  rear,  and  compelled  us  to  seek  the  shelter 
of  a  friendly  hill,  until  they  had  sufficiently  amusi^dT  themselves.  The 
result  of  our  advance  was  eleven  privates,  three  Lieutenants,  and  one 
negro  captured  from  the  enemy.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Thorny 
Bichards,  independent  scout,  and  to  Lieutenant  McOarty,  acting  ad« 
jutant  of  the  regimemt,  for  tiieir  activity,  zeal,  and  courage  displayed 
OB  this  oooasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  selrvant, 

W.  E.  JONES, 
%  Cohnd  seventh  Virginia  Cbvii/rjf . 
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REPORT  OP  MAJOR  WOOD. 

Camp  near  (roRDONSViiXEy  Ya.,  August  13, 18C2. 

To  Colonel  A.  G.  Tamaferro, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade:  

In  making  my  report  of  the  part  acted  by  the  thirty-seTenth  regi- 
ment in  the  action  on  Cedar  creek,  on  the  9th  instant,  it  is  neceseary 
for  me  to  state  that  it  was  late  in  the  engagement  when  the  command 
deYolved  on  me,  consequently  I  was  not  informed  as  to  the  position 
we  were  to  take  until  after  we  had  gone  on  the  field.  Being  marched 
into  the  woods  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  we  were  ordered  to  lie  down 
there  to  support  them.  Lying  there  for  some  time,  yery  much  ex- 
posed to  the  enemy's  shells,^  which  were  continually  bursting  over 
and  around  us,  we  were  then  ordered  to  the  field.  Coming  into  the  field, 
taking  position  on  the  left  of  tibe  twenty-third  regiment, (which  regiment 
was  on  the  ^treme  right  of  the  brigade,)  we  were  marched  forward,  cross- 
ing a  small  hollow,  to  the  brow  of  a  low  eminence,  from  which  posi-^ 
lion  the  enemy,  in  three  columns,  in  battle  order,  opened  fira  on  us, 
which  was  gallantly  returned  by  my  men,  wUioh  continued,  the  ac- 
tion soon  becoming  general.  In  this  position,  the  action  continued 
for  some  time.  The  first  line  of  the  enemy  giving  way,  the  saeond 
were  thrown  into  the  utmost  confusion,  when  the  left  of  this  regiment 
(being  left  unprotected  and  unsupported  by  the  forty-seyenth  and 
forty-eightk  Alabama  regiments  having  given  way,  and  being  thus 
exposed  to  a  fire  in  front  and  rear,  and  on  the  left  flank)  was  com- 
pelled to  give  way,  which  was  taken  up  by  each  company  from  the 
left,  not,  however,  until  after  we  received  orders  to  fall  back,  which 
was  done  in  tolerably  good  order  by  most  of  the  companies,  some, 
however,  becoming  a  little  confused.  I  soon  succeeded  in  rallying  the 
men,  not  until  a  great  many  of  them  were  killed  by  being  exposed  to 
fire  from  the  front  and  left  flank.  As  soon  as  they  wore  rallied,  they 
advanced  gallantly  to  the  contest,  driving  the  enemy  from  before 
them  in  every  direction.  It  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  this  regi- 
ment would  have  been  able  to  maintain  its  position  had  the  forty-sev- 
enth and  forty-eighth  Alabama  regiments  been  able  to  have  main- 
tained theirs.  I  musC  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  regiment  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  conducted  them- 
selves during  the  whole  engagement;  and,#here  all  conducted  them- 
selves so  gallantly,  it  is  impossible  to  mention  particular  individuals, 
although  there  were  those  whose  gallant  conduct  render  them  worthy 
nof  the  proudest  position.  « 

H.  C.  WOOD, 
Major  commanding  Zlth  Virginia  BegitB/ent. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  WALTON. 

Camp  Twentt-Third  VirginTa  Regimbnt,  > 
August  IS,  1862.  I 

Colonel  A.  6.  Taliaferro, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

The  twenty- third  Virginia  regiment  left  its  camp  at  this  place,  with 
the  rest  of  the  army,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  August.  It  marched 
about  eight  miles  that  night  and  bivouacked  near  Orange  Oonrt- 
House.  The  march  was  resumed  early  next  morning,  but  not  con- 
.tiaued  for  more  than  a  few  miles,  when  it  again  halted  foft  the  pur- 
pose of  cooking  two  days'  rations,  rest,  &;c.  During  the  night,  a  por- 
tion of  the  enemy's  cavalry  fired  upon  our  pickets  and  attempted  to 
cat  off  our  train  of  wagons.  Our  regiment  was  ordered  to  support 
the  pickets,  which  it  did,  lying  on  its  arms  nearly  all  night.  Some 
time  after  midnight  our  main  guard  was  driven  in,  and  the  regiment 
doable-quicked  half  a  mile  to  meet  the  enemy.  There  was  a  sharp 
skirmish  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  enemy  were  routed.  We  took 
one  prisoner  and  captured  two  horses. 

During  this  skirmish.  Lieutenant  Trice,  of  company  G,  was  badly 
-wounded  in  the  neck.  Lieutenant  Winston,  of  company  A,  was  also 
-wounded.  9 

The  army,  or  at  least  one  portion  of  it,  had  a  long  and  distressing 
inarch  on  the  9th,  to  the  field  where,  on  that  evening,  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Cedar  creek — distressing  on  account  of  the  excessive  heat, 
and  scarcity  of  good  water.  The  brigade  reached  the  battle-field 
about  four  o'clock.  This  regiment,  which  had  been  on  the  left  during 
the  day,  was  detached  and  sent  to  the  right,  where  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  down  in  the  woods  just  in  rear  of  Pegram's  battery,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting^it.  Here  it  remained  nearly  an  hour  exposed  to 
the  shSlIs  of  the  enemy,  which  were  tearing  the  forest  to  atoms.  The 
enemy's  artillery  then  ceased  to  fire,  and  the  i*egiment  wm  ordered  to 
advance,  which  it  did,  through  the  open  field,  in  line  of  battle,  with 
the  thirty-seventh  Virginia  on  its  left.  When  in  four  hundred  yards 
of  the  enemy's  line,  fire  was  opened  on  them  and  continued  for  some  time, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  (the  thirty-seventh 
having  already  done  so)  in  order  to  be  out  of  reach  of  a  cross  fire 
npon  our  left  flank,  which  was  very  close  and  very  destructive.  It 
fell  back  in  some  confusion.  It  was  during  this  retreat,  and  while 
attempting  to  stop  it,  that  the  lamented  Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis 
received  his  msrta^  wound. 

The  regiment  again  formed,  advanced,  and  continued  to  advance, 
smceessfally  repulsing  a  charge  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  taking  pris- 
oners of  rank,  until  they  were  ordered,  by  General  Jackson,  to  stop 
tbe  pursuit. 

The  regiment  behaved  well,  and  there  were  individual  instances  of 
great  ^pdlantry ;  bat  it  might  be  invidious  to  mention  them. 
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Eneloied  please  find  list  of  killed  mti  wounded  of  the  regiment  b 
the  battle  of  Cedar  creek. 

Color-sergeant,  Joba  P^Waddf^  cotopany  6;  Ber^Mtfit  William 
A.  Walton  and  Corporal  John  M.  Booker,  of  company  I,  behaved 
▼ith  great  gallantry,  and  deserve  well  of  their  coon^.     Sereral 
others  did  their  daty  as  good  soldiers. 
RespectfpUy  submitted, 

S.  T.  WALTOKi 
Lieutenmt  Oaknel^  commanding  Regiment, 
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HKPORT  QF  major  WILLIAMS. 

Hbaoqua&t&rtses  Fifth  Vieginia  Infantrt,  > 
Aagnst  14,  1862.  5 

G^>tii]i  FtJLTOir,  A.  A.  A.  Q. : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
instant,  we  left  camp,  near  the  Bapidan  river,  marched  a  distance  of 
seven  miles,  and  engaged  the  enemy  about  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. The  line  of  battle  was  formed  in  a  wood,  with  the  thirty^third 
regiment  resting  on  our  right  and  the  second  on  oar  left,  the  fifth 
being  the  centre  regiment  of  the  brigade.  We  then  advanced  in  line 
of  battle,  through  the.  woods,  a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  yards, 
to  the  edge  of  a  field,  where  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  throw  down 
a  line  of  fencing  immediately  in  our  front.  After  removing  the  fence, 
176  were  ordered  to  prepare  to  charge,  which  was  done,  and  we  moved 
forward  in  line  of  battle  to  the  top  of  a  little  hill  or  rise  in  the  field, 
Vfhen  the  order  was  given  by  our  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Ronlld, 
to  the  brigade,  to  charge,  which  was  obeyed  and  the  charge  executed 
in  most  elegant  style,  driving  the  enemy  entirely  from  the  field  into 
the  woods,  a  distance  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  ySkrAs.  1  then 
received  an  order  to  close  my  regiment  at -right  angles  with  and  on 
the  left  of  the  thirty-third,  thus  having  passed  the  thirty«third  and 
twenty-seventh  some  two  hundred  yards.  I  succeeded  in  forming  my 
right  wing  perpendicular  with  the  former  line  of  battle  and  advanced 
it  about  one  hundred  yards,  thus  giving  me  a  good  position  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  who  were  crossing  a  large  wheat-field,  upon  the 
'  right  of  our  formor  position.  The  regiment  poured  a  constant  and 
destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  thus  causing  a  large  number  of  them 
to  surrender.  The  regiment  also  captured  three  stand  of  the  enemy's 
colors.  The  left  wing  still  held  their  former  position  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  thus  protecting  the  left  of  my  right  wing  from  a  severe 
fire  from  the  enemy  in  the  woods.  The  conduct  of  all,  officers  and 
men,  was  such  as  would  attract  the  admiration  and  win  the  praise  of 
^he  greatest  of  champion  ivarriors,  and  particularly  the  conduct  of 
Cofor-Sergeant  John  M.  Gabbert,  who  was  in  advance,  with  a  sword 
in  one  hand  and  the  colors  in  the  other,  waving  both  the  sword  and 
colors,  and  calling  upon  the  men  to  come  on,  when  ho  received  a 
wound  in  the  shoulder  and  leg,  which  disabled  him  sb  much  that  he 
was  compelled  to  abandon  the  field.  At  a  late  hour  we  were  rein- 
forced by  two  other  brigades.  We  then  advanced — the  left  wing 
being  rallied  by  Adjutant  C.  S.  Amall,  whose  conduct  was  highly 
commendable  in  rallying  the  men  to  the  colors  and  pressing  forward, 
with  the  second  and  fourth  regiments,  in  hot  pursuit  of  the 
enemj  till  after  dark,  when,  reaching  the  top  of  a  hill  in  a  corn-field^ 
he  was  ordered  to  halt,  and  remained  until  morning.  I  joined  in 
with  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  thirty-third,  and  advanced,  overtaking  the 
8ec(Hid  and  fourUi,  who  had  halted  in  a  corn-field^  on  the  right  of  the 
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main  road  leading  to  Cnlpeper  Court- House,  ivhere  tbe  brigade  re- 
mained oyer-night  and  until  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning. of  the 
lOtb.  The  enemy  not  having. made  any  demonstration  up  to  that 
time,  we  were  ordered  back  a  distance  of  about  three  miles  and 
camped  until  the  morning  of  the  i2th,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
up  the  line  of  march  to  our  old  camp,  near  Liberty  Mills,  at  which 
place  we  arrived  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.  I  forward  with  this  a  list 
of  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  J.  WILLIAMS, 
3Iajor  commanding  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry, 


•\  Digitized  by  Google 


REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  HUGHES. 

EIeadquartejrs  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers,  ) 

August  J 3,.  1862.  J 

Colonel  A.   G.  Taliaferro, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Valley  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the 
tnovements  of  the  forty -eighth  regiment  Alabama  volunteers  daring 
the  engagement  on  the  9th  instant,  at  Cedar  creek.     This  regiment, 
being  ordered  to  support  General  EwelPs  division,  was  placed  in  po- 
sition in  the  woods  and  in  rear  of  that  division.     After  remaining  in 
this  position  for  some  time,  we  were  ordered  to  cross  the  big  road, 
iuto  an  open  field,  and  form  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  twenty- 
third  Virginia  regiment.     A  hill  lying  between  us  and  the  enemy, 
¥6  were  ordered  to  advance  to  its  brow,  when,  coming  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  we  opened  fire  upon  them  and  continued  without  cfto- 
sation  for  some  length  of  time.     Finding  the  enemy  had  flanked  our 
position,  we  were  obliged  to  change,  which  was  readily  done.     After 
falling  back  for  a  short  distance,  we  again  advanced  upon  the  enemy, 
driving  them  before  as  at  every  point,  and  continuing  to  drive  them 
until  dark,  when  we  slept  upon  the  battle-field.     The  officers  and  men 
of  my  command  behaved  gallantly,  it  being  the  first  time  they  had 
been  under  firo.     There  are  a  few  instances  of  valor  which  I  might 
liotice ;  but,  where  all  did  so  nobly  and  so  well,  I  can  but  return  my 
Bjncere  thanks  to  botk  officers  and  men.     Enclosed  please  find  a 
report  of  the  casualties  in  my  command,  and  I  remain,  sir, 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   A.  HUGHES, 
Lieutenant  CoUmd  commanding  Forty-eighth  Alabama  Regiment. 
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BSPO&T  OF  MAJOR  STOVBB. 

Camp  Frb8catti>  Augvst  13,  ]8t£. 

OspUin  Coleman/ 

Asriskmt  AdjutaiU  Crmtrd : 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  beadqnarters  of  third  brigade,  I 
bave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  seryices  rebdeiiwl 
by  the  tenth  regiment  Virginia  volnnteers,  in  the  third  brigade,  (army 
of  the  Valley,)  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Bon,  on  the  9th  of  Aogost, 
1862 : 

About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Thursday,  the  7th  instant,  this  regiment, 
with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  and  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  marched 
in  the  direction  of  Orange  Court-House.  After  marching  about  seven 
miles,  the  regiment,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  bivouacked  near 
Orange  Gourt-House.  On  Friday  morning,  at  early  dawn,  we  took 
up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper  Court-IIouse, 
marching  in  front  of  the  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment,  which  was 
then  in  the  rear.  After  marching  about  five  miles  and  about  one  mile 
north  of  the  Rapidan  river,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  cook  two 
days'  rations,  which  consumed  the  balance  of  the  day.  The  regiment 
bivouacked  at  the  same  place  for  the  night  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
night  we  v[ere  aroused,  our  pickets  being  attacked  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  and  marched  promptly  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade  to 
resist  the  attack ;  but  the  enemy  retired  before  we  arrived  on  the  field 
We  remained  on  the  field  until  early  dawn,  when  we  were  marched 
back  to  camp.  At  eight  o'clock,  on  Saturday  morning,  the  9th  inst., 
we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  the  thirty- seventh  Virginia  regiment 
and  forty-eighth  Alabama  regiment  in  front,  and  the*tw6nty-thini  Vir- 
ginia and  forty-seventh  Alabama  regiments  in  the  rear.  The  regiment 
kept  well  closed  up,  and,  after  marching  about  seven  miles  under  an 
excessive  hot  sun.  we  arrived,  about  four  o'clock,  in  sight  of  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  The  brigade  was  then  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  under  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns, 
by  which  we  suffered  considerably.  This  regiment  being  detached,  (by 
order  of  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro,  through  Major  Taliaferro,)  to 
prolong  the  line  of  battle  on  the  left,  was  promptly  thrown  on  the 
extreme  left,  on  the  left  of  the  main  road  leading  to  Culpeper  Court- 
IIouse,  with  the  forty-seventh  Alabama  regiment,  the  thirty-seven^ 
and  twenty-third  Virginia  and  forty-eighth  Alabama  regiments  beins 
on  the  right  of  the  road  near  a  wheat  field,  where  we  immediately  engaged 
the  enemy  under  a  heavy  fire  of  infantry.  After  being  engaged  some 
time,  the  regiment  upon  my  right  gave  back,  and  I,  seeing  that  we  were 
about  to  be  flanked  by  the  enemy  on  our  right,  lAks  compeued  to  retire  a 
short  distance.  We  again  rallied,  attacking  the  enemy  the  second 
time,  holding  our  position  until  the  first  brigade  coming  up  on  oar 
left,  a  charge  was  made  through  the  wheat  field,  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field,  in  which  charge  a  number  of  prisoners  were  tak«. 
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Hie  brimde  was  sgain  fonned  in  line  of  battk  in  the  wheat  field,  and 
narcked  in  an  eaelerly  direction  eome  di^tanoe)  tkroagh  a  com  field, 
n  paranit  of  the  enemy.  Night  coming  on,  we  were  ordered  to  halt 
ind  await  father  orders.  Snbseqnently  we  were  ordered  to  retire  to 
I  ravine  in  ihe  com  field,  whbre  we  remained  dnring  the  night,  the 
dngagement  being  at  an  end. 

For  a  list  of  casnalties,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
(he  ffurgeOB. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JOSHUA  STOVER, 
Xfajor  commanding  Tenth  Regiment  Virginia  Vdunkers. 
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RFPORT  OF  MAJOR  COURTN AT. 

Headquaeters  Third  Diyi9foify  i 
August  15,  1862.      S 
Major  Oeneral  Swell, 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  make  tlie  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  in   this  division  in  the  fight  of  Ae  9th 
instant,  at  Mrs   Crittenden's  farm,  near   Slaughter's  Moantain,  Gal- 
peper  county,  Virginia.     The  battle  was  opened  by  the  artillery  of 
this  division,  which  had  been  posted,  as  presently  described,  with  or- 
ders not  to  fire  .till  the  infantry,  sent  round  to  the  left  to  fire  npon  the 
enemy's  cavalry  skirmishers,  had  opened.     Captain  Dementis  first 
Maryland  battery.  Captain  Brown's  Chesapeake  artillery,  (also  from 
Maryland,)  Captain  D'Aquin's  Louisiana  battery,  and  the   rifle  gun 
of  Captain  Latimer's  battery,  were  posted  in  a  line  from  the  maia 
road,  on  the  left,  to  the  mountain  on  the  right,  and  as  far  forward  as 
Majors'  house.     Captain  Latimer,  with  three  guns,  and  Lieutenant 
Terry,  with  Captain  Jonhson's   (Bedford)  battery,   were  stationed, 
by  the  Major  General  in  person,  on  Slaughter's  Mountain,  sear  the 
mountain  house.     From  these  positions,  the  several  batteries  named 
opened  upon  a  large  body  of  cavalry  in  front  as  soon  as  the  infantry 
opened  upon  their  advanced  guard  from  the  woods  on  the  left.     The 
cavalry  having  at  once  fled,  and  the  enemy  opening  with  several  bat- 
teries in  our  front  and  beyond  effectiverange  ot  our  guns,  I  ordered 
the  batteries  in  the  plain  to  cease  firing,  and  conducted  them  forward 
to  the  positions  afterwards  taken  and  held  by  them  till  dark.  Captain 
Latimer  and  Lieutenant  Terry  continuing  their  fire  -from  the  rnonn* 
tain,     I  ordered  Captain  Latimer's  rifle  piece  to  join  the  battery  ob 
the  mountain,  and  having   three  of  Captain  Brown's  guns,  (two  old 
6-pounders  and  a  howitzer,)  I  carried  the  rest  directly  forward,  and 
posted  Captain  Dement,  with  two  of  his  Napoleon  guns,  and  Captain 
Brown,  with  his  three-inch  rifle,  on  a  little  rise  on  the  right  of  Gen* 
eral  Early's  brigade,  on  which  there  is  a  little  clump  of  cedars^ and 
pines,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  extreme  riffht  baiterj. 
The  other  section  of  Captain  Dement's  battery,  (two  Napoleons,)  and 
Captain  D'Aquin's  battery^  now  having  only   three  guns,   (having 
broken  the  axle  of  one  in  crossing  the  rough  fields  to  get  his  pofd- 
tion,)  I  posted  along  a  ridge  behind  Mrs.  Crittenden's  house,  t.  e., 
between  it  and  the  enemy's  battery  and  about  eight  hundred  yards 
from  the  battery  on  their  extreme  left.  From  these  positions,  the  bat* 
teries  opened  upon  the  batteries  immediately  in  their  front,  as  aooo 
as  they  took  their  position,  and  continued  till  dark,  their  ammuni- 
tion,  fortunately,  lasting  just  tilLthen.     Captain  Latimer  and  Liea- 
^  tenant  Terry  kept  their  position  on  the  mouhtain  during  the  fight, 
and  kept  up  a  constant  fire.     Though  the  effect  of  our  artillery  fire 
upon  their  batteries  was  evidently  terrible,  the  enemy  obstinatelj 
held  their  position,  except  to  move  their  pieces  a  little  to  the  right  or 
left  occasionally^  to  escape  the  deadly  shower,  and  moving  the  bat- 
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tery  on  iheir  riglit,  hack  to  a  knoll  three  handred  yards  in  rear,  soon 
after  thoy  were  opened  on  b j  the  three  g^ins  of  Captains  Dement  and 
and    Brown  hehind  the  clamp  of  cedars.     Abont  snndown,   th^  am- 
munition being  exhaasted,  the  guns  which  had  been  in  action  on  the 
plain,  and  under  my  immediate  command,  were  ordered  to  the  rear, 
and  Captain  Brown^s  three  gans,  and  Captain  Revera,  with  two  par- 
rot guns,  which  had  been  kept  ont  during  the  day  on  account  of  the 
want  of  experience  of  the  company,  were  sent  forward  to  their  place; 
bat  these  did  not  fire.     Captalh  Latimer  and  Lieutenant  Terry,  about 
.the  same  time  (the  enemy  being  drawn  back,  both  infantry  and  artil- 
lery) were  ordered  forward  by  the  Major  General.  ^ 
Ab  to  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  of  those  batteries  on  the 
plain,  to  which  I  confined  my  attention,  I  can  but' speak  in  the  high- 
eat  terms.     The  officers  and  men  of  Captain  Dementis  first  Maryland 
battel^,  the  only  one  which  had  been  in  action  before,  showed  more 
coolness  and  deliberation ;  but  all,  without  a  single  exception,  so 
far  as  my  own  knowledge  goes  or  has  been  reported  by  company  offi<r 
cers,  were  fired  with  the  ardor  of  men  determined  to  be  free.     Ot 
Captain  Latimer  and  Lieutenant  Terry  and  their  respective  com- 
mands, I  am  not  able  to  speak,  but  I  am  informed  they  were  under 
the  eye  of  the  Major  General  himself  for  most  of  the  time,  and  it  ia 
not  necessary.     The  Manchester  artillery  being  very  thinly  manned, 
was  left  in  the  rear.     The  whole  number  of  guns  ef  this  division  en- 
gaged, was  sixteen :  of  thofe,  six  Napoleons,  three  fi-pounders,  three 
I  S-pounder  howitzers,  and  four  S-inch  Burton  rifles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  COURTNAY, 
Ohitf  Artilltry  Srd  Division. 
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RBPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  GARDNBR. 

HsADQUAETBftS  FoURTH  RbGIMBNT  YlRGIinA  VoLt71ftEBB6»  > 

Qmp  Gamettf  near  OordonsviUe,  Aug.  14,  )86S.      ) 

Clkptain  John  H.  Fulton,  .> 

JMing  Assistant  A^^mt  Gkneral : 

Sir  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  tbe  part  taken  by  this  regi* 
meiit  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  creek,  on  the  9tb  instant : 

The  regiment,  being  under  my  command  by  reason  of  Colonel 
Ronald- haying  been  assigned  command  of  Uie  brigade,  iras  formed  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  nnder  a  heavy  fire 
of  the  enemy's  artillery,  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  old  stage  road 
leading  from  Orange  to  Colpeper  Conrt-Honse,  at  about  three  hundred 
yards  distant  from  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  was  first  discovered. 
This  regiment  advanced,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  on  the  line 
of  the  fence  of  the  field  and  halted,  rectified  the  line,  and  rested  a 
fcw  minutes,  when  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  on  tbe  oj^xraite 
side  of  the  field,  directly  in  front  of  all  the  other  regiments,  except 
this,  which  rested  on  the  left  and  in  the  woods.  Tbe  order  being 
given,  ^'  Forward,"  moved  in  line  of  battle,  with  the  rest  of  tbe  brigade, 
to  a  point  beyond  tbe  field,  where  Ae  en^ny  had  been  driven  from. 
I  was  then  ordered  to  fall  back,  and  take  position  in  the  field  which 
was  done  promptly  and  in  good  order,  changing  front  at  right-angles 
with  the  former  front ;  then  marched  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy, 
driving  them  from  their  position.  In  doing  so,  this  regiment  had  to 
pass  through  a  thick  undergrowth  and  over  a  fence,  and  became  some- 
what scattered.  I  was  then  ordered  to  fall  back  and  reform  the  regi- 
ment, which  was  executed.  The  brigade  remained  in  that  position  until  a 
part  of  Major  General  Hill's  forces  took  position  on  the  left  of  this  regi- 
ment. The  whole  line  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  in 
great  confusion,  beyond  a  point  where  their  artiUery  had  been  in 
position,  when  the  fine  was  halted  and  skirmishers  thrown  out  in  ad- 
vance some  two  or  three  hundred  yards ;  remained  there  a  short  time 
and  fell  back  some  two  hundred  yards,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
aiffht. 

nhile  the  skirmishers  were  out,  they  brought  in  a  number  of  pris* 
oners,  and  captured  some  horses,  mules,  Ac. 

I  take- pleasure  in  commending  the  good  order  and  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  regiment,  which  was  all  that  I  could  wish. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  Captain  Gibson,  of  company  D,  for  hie 
services,  acting  as  Major  on  the  day  of  the  enegagement|  and  rendered 
me  good  service. 

Lieutenant  Kent  Bwinc,  acting  as  adjutant  of  this  re^ment,  ran* 
dered  efficient  aid  by  his  brave  conduct  and  pimnptness  in  earrying 
out  my  orders. 

The  following  is  the  Ibt  of  casualties : 

Oompnny  A..FdwtM  B.  &  Ridor  Md&  &  Crockett,  killal 
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Company  C— Sergeant  James  P.  KeUj,  wounded— finger  shot  off;, 
private  Wm.  Bojd,  wounded — end  of  thumb  shot. 

ComtM^y  B.-^ItiTates  J.  Farrow»  wounded  in  side ;  D.  S.  Allison, 
wounded  in  thigh. 

Company  E. — ^Priyate  William  RichardsoQ,  killed. 
Companj  F.r— Private  George  A.  Bourne,  wounded. 
Cbmpany  G.— Private  Eewis  Weaver,  wounded  in  ankle. 
Lieutenant  James  P.  Charlton,  of  company  G,  missing,*  supposed 
to  have  been  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  * 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  D.  GARDNER, 
Lieut.  Cohn^^  wmmanding  Ftmrth  Regiment  Vtrginta  Vols. 
6 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BOTTS. 


Headquasters  Second  Vir&inia  RBoniENT, 


Avguit  13,  1863. 


I 


Oaptain':  In  obedienco  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
on  Saturday,  the  9th,  about  the  hour  of  fiye,  P.  M.,  the  first  brigade,. 
of  which  this  (the  second  regiment  of  Virginia  infantry)  is  a  part, 
was  marched  through  the  woods,  near  Cedar  Run,  in  Cuipeper,  in 
column  of  regiments,  within  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery^  a  ebell 
occasioually  falling  near  the  brigade.     Shortly  after,  the  columu  was 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  just  at  the  skirt  of  the  wood  facing  a  large 
field  and  another  piece  of  wood — ^the  division  fence  being  near  the 
centre  of  the  second  regiment.     By  order  of  Colonel  Ronald,  com- 
manding, thp  brigade  was  moved  to  the  front.     Almost  immediate!  j 
afterwards,  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  ot)ier  side  of 
the  field.    This  regiment,  though  supported  by  others  in  the  woo  J, 
fled  after  a  short  resistance,  and  the  second  regiment,  with  the  fourth 
and  fiftli,  drove  the  enemy  through  the  wood  they  occupied.   Finding 
no  enemy  in  the  front,  and  that  the  right  wing  of  the  brigade  was 

Jressed,  the  second  regiment  was  ordered  to  its  support.  Captain 
loore,  of  company  I,  being  left  with  a  strong  company  to  aeout  the 
wood  and  prevent  surprise.  .Joining  the  right  wing,  the  ^nemy-waa 
driven  again  from  position,  and  followed  till  night  rendered  pursuit 
dangerous. 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command,  and  though  exposed  for  some  hours  to  the  eaemy's 
fire,  provinentially  no  one  was  hilled,  and  but  seven  wounded.  See 
list  below.  • 

Respectfully, 

LAW80N  BOTTS, 
Lieuienani  Cohnd,  commimiing. 


List  of  Wounded. 


D.  Shepherd,  company  I ;  B.  Nichol,  company  F;  J.  A.  Risccher, 
M.  O'Connor,  company  E;  J..  Myers,  company  A;  G.  Ashby,  eem- 
pany  K ;  P.  Gulls,  company  C.    All  flesh  wounds. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  HORTON  OP  FORTY-EIGHTH  VIR. 
GINIA  REGIMENT. 

Gaup  near  Liberty  Mills,  Virginia,  > 
August  13,  1863.         5 

Thos.  R.  Dunn, 

.     Second  Licutefumt  arid  A.  A.  A,  General : 

Lieutenant:  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
forty- eighth  regiment  of  the  second  brigade,  commanded  by  Captain 
Wm.  y.  0.  Hannam^  in  the  battle  of  the  9th  instant : 

My  regiment,  being  the  advance '  of  the  second  brigade,  left  oamp 
near  Rapidan  river,  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  followed  the  irst 
brigade  until  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  it  was  ordered,  with  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  to  the  front,  when  we  were  halted  to  allow  the  Hamp- 
don  artillery.  Captain  Caskie's  battery,  to  pass  to  the  front,  during 
which  time  a  shell  from  the  enemy^s  gun,  bursting  in  our  janks,  killed 
five  and  wounded  six  mon.  The  order  was  given  to  advance,  when, 
leaving  the  road  to  the  left,  we  proceeded  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
under  cover  of  the  woods,  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour.  At  the  er« ' 
piratioQ  of  half  an  hour,  we  were  again  ordered  to  advance  by  the 
flank,  a  distance  of  probably  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  we  were 
thrown  into  line  of  battle  upon'  the  left  of  the  twenty  first  Virginia 
regiment,  which  constituted  the  right  of  our  brigade,  the  fojrty •second 
Virginia  regiment  upon  our  left.  The  regiment  at  this  time,  being 
commanded  by  Captain  Hannum,  was,  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Colon^ 
Garnett,  so  thrown  into  line  as  to  cause  the  right  and  left  flanks  to 
form  right  angles  with  each  other.  Skirmishers  were  sent  to  the 
front  with  orders  to  fire  as  soon  as  the  enemy  came  within  range  of 
their  guns.  The  firing  soon  began  with  the  skirmishers,  which,  in  a 
few  minutes  became  genera],  and  lasted  for  about  an  hour.  Finding  that 
the  enemy  had  got  in  our  rear,  almost  entirely  surrounding  us,  we 
were  ordered  to  make  our  way  out,  but  a  portion  of  the  regiment,  not 
understanding  the  order,  remained  at  their  post,  continuing  to  fire  at 
the  enemy  in  front.  At  this  time  reinforcements  came  up,  driving  the 
enemy  from  our  rear.  Our  regiment  was  partially  reformed,  and  then 
participated  in  a  charge  made  across  the  field,  pursuing  the  enemy 
until  dark. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows :  Four  missing,  nineteen  killed  and 
forty-three  wounded. 

J.  H.  HORTON, 
Coftmn^  commanding  48ih  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 
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JiEPORT  OF    CAPTAIN    IIAYNES  OF  TWENTY-SEVBNTH 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 


Headquakters  Twenty-Seventh  Virginia  Reoimekt,  > 
Camp  near  GordonsvUU^  Va.,  August^lS,  1862.      ) 

Captain  J.  H.  Fulton, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SiK:  I  pespectfully  submit  the  folloviog  ass  report  of  the  part 
ny  regiment  took  in  the  battle  of  the  dth  instant,  n^ar  Mitcheira  Sta« 
tion,  in  Culpeper  county,  Virginia : 

In  placing,  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  my  regiment  occupied  the 
extreme  right,  connecting  with  the  line  of  the  second  brigacle,  and 
supported  on  the  left  by  the  thirty-third  Virginia  volunteera.  After 
having  formed  in  line  of  battle,  we  remained^  for  some  time  oader  a 
heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  '  1  then,  under 
orders,  advanced  my  regiment,  in  line  with  the  brigade,  through  a  dense 
forest,  with  heavy  undergrowth  of  brush,  and  much  fallen  timber,  to 
the  fence  dividing  the  woodland  from  a  cleared  field.  Qwiiag  to  the 
density  of  the  forest,  the  enemy  who  were  in  line  of  battle  directly 
in  front  of  us,  was  not  discovered  until  he  fired  upon  ue.  I  then 
ordered  my  regiment  to  advance  to  the  fence  and  return  the  fire ; 
this  was  promptly  done,  and  was  kept  up  for  some  time  with  such 
effect  that  two  regiments  of  the  enemy,  which  immediately  confronted 
us,' commenced  filling  back  rapidly  in  much  disorder.  However,  just 
as  we  had  succeeded  in  repelling  the  enemy  in  front  of  us,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  regiment  which  supported  us  on  the  right  had  been 
driven  back,  and  the  enemy  were  rapidly  advancing  on  oar  right, 
cross-firing  us,  and  end^voring  to  get  in  our  rear.  Here  the  fire  was 
very  heavy.  I  lost  three  men  killed  and  one  wounded,  and  not 
having  sufficient  force  to  drive  back  the  enemy  and  hold  my  position, 
the  regiment  was  compelled  to  fall  back  ;  this,  on  account  of  thick 
brush  and  fallen  timber  that  covered  the  ground,  caused  the  regiment 
to  scatter  considerably.  After  retreating  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  we  met  a  brigade  (which  I  took  to  be  Branch's)  coming  to  our 
support ;  I  fell  immediately  in  rear  of  this  brigade.  I  attempted  to 
rally  my  regiment ;  in  this  I  only  partially  succeeded.  I  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  main  road,  leading  to  the  battle-field.  Arriving  here,  just 
as  General  Jackson  was  passing,  the  detached  parts  of  compaDies, 
which  I  had  with  me,  rave  a  cheer,  and,  at  the  personal  order  ef 
General  Jackson,  followed  him  again  to  the  battle-fidd.  After  this^ 
the  regiment  did  not  appear  as  a  regiment,  but  acted  in  detachments, 
some  connecting  themselves  with  other  regiments,  others  going  in 
with  squads  from  different  regiments,  and  some  detailed  or  ordered  back 
'in  charge  of  prisoners  which  they  had  assisted  in  capturing.  While 
every  member  of  the  regiment  who  went  into  the  fight,  both  officers 
and  men,  acted  nobly  and  gallantly,  still  the  conspicuous  conduct  of 
some  of  the  officers  and  men,  after  the  regiment  became  broken^  and 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


69 

ywiks  acting'  in  independent  squads^  deserres  to  be  psrticnlarly  noticed. 
Captain  P«F.  Frasier,  of  company  E,  individually  ^ok  a  Yankee 
captain^  a  sergeant,  and  two  privates,  while  they  were  retreating  from 
our  forces,  and  delivered  them  in  person,  and  without  any  other  guard 
than  himself,  to  General  Jackson.  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Edgar,  of  com- 
pany E,  Color-sergeant  W.  H.  Powell,  Sergeant  C.  S.  Davis,  Dr. 
J.  B.  Patton,  and  Surgeon  Stewarts,  only  two  of  the  party  having  fire 
arms,  one  having  the  colors,  and  the  lieutenant  *his  sword,  at  the  in- 
stance of  £ieutenant  Colonel  Gardner  went  beyond  our  lines,  after  the 
fight,  and  captured  a  Yankee  picket,  of  one  sergeant  and  twelve  pri- 
▼ates,  all  of  whom  were  armed  when  they  were  captured  ;  they  brought 
them  to  the  fourth  Virginia  volunteers,  and  delivered  them  to  .the 
guard.  My  regiment  went  into  the  battle  with  less  than  one  hundred 
and  thirty  men,  rank  afid  file. 

Recapitulation  of  loss  of  Begihbnt. 

CJompany  E. — ^Acting  Orderly  Sergeant  John  E.  Church,  killed. 
Company  0  — Orderly  Sergeant  Wm.  P.  Icenhoner,  kill^. 
Company  D — ^Private  Ben  Wilson,  killed ;  private  Patripk  Cava* 
nangh,  wounded  slightly. 

Three  killed  and  one  wounded. 

Very  respectfully, 

C,  L.  HAYNES, 
Captain  eommaniing  S7/A  Firginia  Begiment. 
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REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LEE. 

Headquarters  TurRXY-THiRD  Rec.iment  Va.  Infantry,  ) 
Camp  Garnett,  August  IS,  1862.      J 

Caaptain  J.  H.  Fuller,  ji.  A.  A.  General : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  just  received,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  parttaken  by  me  in'the  action 
of  August  9th,  at  Gedar  Run  :  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  at  aun- 
rise,  the  brigade  left  the  bivouac  about  a  mile-  from  the  bank  of  the 
Rapidan  river,  and  marched,  viith  many  interruptions,  €ome  six  or 
seven  miles  on  the  road  to  Culpeper  Conrt-House.  About  mid-day, 
we  were  halted  in  a  wood  on  the  lefc  of  the  road,  while  a  light  can- 
nonade was  going  on  some  distance  in  front.  After  remaining  qiiiet 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  we  were  again  moved  forward,  perhaps  a 
mile  or  two,  and  halted  in  another  wood,  from  which  we  moved  aboat 
four,  P.  M.,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  keeping  the  woods,  by  or- 
der, to  avoid  raising  the  dust.  The  cannonade  had  become  quite  brisk, 
and  whei^  the  ground  in  which  we  subsequently  fought  was  readied, 
the  brigade  was  halted,  ordered  to  load,  and  form  in  line  of  battle^ 
my  regiment  being  next  to  the  twenty-seventh  Virginia,  which  occu- 
pied the  right.  In  this  order  we  were  moved  forward  a  short  distance, 
and  then  formed  in  columns  of  regiments,  right  in  front,  still  march- 
ing. In  a  short  time,  this  column  was  deployed  upon  the  leading 
regiment,  and  a  halt  ordered  at  a  fence  directly  in  front  of  us,  which, 
by  orderder  of  the  Colonel  commanding,  was  leveled.  Here  we  lay 
for  some  twenty  minutes,  under  a  very  sharp  fire  of  shell  and  spheri- 
cal case,  which  fortunately  occasioned  me  no  casualties.  At  the  end 
of  this  time,  the  brigade  was  again  moved  forward,  in  line  of  battle, 
over  a  stubble-field,  flanked  on  either  side  by  woods  ;  the  left  wing  of^ 
my  regiment  was«in  the  field,  the  right  in  the  woods,  and  the  twenty- 
seventh  entirely  in  the  woods  on  my  right.  ^After  having  advanced 
about  a  hundred  and  t]|renty-five  yards,  the  command  was  given  to 
charge,  when  the  whole  line  moved  at  a  double-quick,  the  Colonel 
commanding  leading  in  person.  Almost  simultaneously  with  this 
movement,  a  few  shots  from  our  left  drelf  the  fire  from  the  line  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  well  posted  in  a  woods  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  ofi^,  and  who,  being  able  to  see  only  a  part  of  our  force  on  ac« 
count  of  a  slight  hill  over  which  the  fifth,  thirty-third  and  twenty* 
seventh  had  to  pass,  had  also  commenced  to  advance.  Here,  for  the 
first  time,  I  discovered  the  Federals  in  sight,  and  giving  the  c<»Bmand 
to  my  men,  they  poured  a  steady  fire  from  the  left  wing  into  the  en* 
emy's  ranks.  My  horse  becoming  unmanageable,  I  dismounted,  and, 
in  common  with  other  regimental  commanders,  urged  the  men  for- 
ward. Our  line  steadily  advaneed,  slowly  driving  our  opponenta, 
until  I  reached  the  corner  of  the  woods  on  my  right,  where  Uie  right 
of  my  regiment,  and  the  iihole  of  the  twenty-seventh  came  into  view 
of  the  eneniy.  The  firing  was  now  general,  bat  in  fnmt  of  me  the 
enemy  for  some  time  were  quite  steady,  and  oemmeneed  to  tank  my 
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right,  geitbg  upon  that  flank  in  the  woods,  wHhin  forty  steps  of  coiBt 
pany  A.  I  sent  the  adjutant  to  see  if  the  twenty  seventh  was  aware 
of  this  morementy  and  to  nrge  their  active  assistance.  He  reported 
that  the  twenty-seventh  was  not  there,  and  I  then  directed  the  fire  of 
the  three  right  companies^  A,  F  and  D,  against  the  flankers^  whose 
shots  already  enfiladjed  ns.  In  a  few  moments  the  ground  was  dotted 
with  their  blae  uniforms,  and  the  rest  retreated  more  rapidly  than 
they  advanced*  I  now  observed  the  fine  effect  of  the  fire  in  front,  and 
pashed  the  men  forward  ;  I  had  previously  informed  Colonel  Ronald 
of  the  attempted  flank  movement,  and  almost  immediately  received  a 
message  by  his  orderly,*  that  a  brigade  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  divis- 
ion would  come  up  in  a  few  moments.  I  had  continued  to  press  the 
men  on,  driving  the  enemy,  and  as  their  retreat  became  a  run.  Gen* 
eral  Branches  brigade  arrived  upon  the  extension  of  my  line.  They 
£red  a  few  rounds,  and  then  ceased  for  a  time,  and  pushed  on  after 
the  now  flying  enemy.  My  men  being  thoroughly  exhausted,  together 
with  mysel^he  firing  having  ceased  entirely  upon  this  part  of  the 
field,  and  ^^nemy  being  in  sight,  I  withdrew,  about  one  hundred 
yards,  and^llectcd  the  men,  who  had  become  somewhat  scattered  in 
the  eagerness  of  the  fight.  There  gathered  with  me  considerable 
parts  of  the  other  regiments,  and,  having  about  half  the  brigade,  and 
being  the  senior  officer  present,  I  took  command,  and  conducted  them, 
some  half  a  mila  further  on,  to  .the  Colonel  commanding,  who  had 
halted  on  a  hill  in  front,  and  upon  the  right  of  our  position,  with  the 
remainder.  We  were  engaged  from  about  five,  P.  M.  until  dark,  and 
the  men  consumed  nearly  every  cartridge.  Their  aim  was  steady,  and 
their  fire  effective,  inflicting,  under  my  own  eye,  severe  loss  on  the 
enemy. 

My  casualties,  considering  the  continued  and  heavy  fire  to  which 
we  were  subjected,  were  almost  miraculously  few,  being  only  fifteen 
wonnded. 

The  men  captured  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  one  of  them,  by  my 
directions,  killed  a  color-j)earer,  whose  colors  were  left  on  the  fiela, 
and  picked  up  by  one  of  General  Branch's  men  subsequently.    • 

My  number  engaged  was  one  hundred  and  fifty.  I  left  camp  with 
one  hundred  and  sixty,  the  heat  causing  a  few  to  fall  out  of  the  ranks. 
I  append  a  list  of  casualties. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  tibe  highest  pride  that  I  commend  the  cour- 
age of  both  offlcers  and  men ;  all  bore  themselves  nobly,  and  I  can 
scarcely  express  my  gratification  at  their  behavior  throughout  the 
day.  Nor  can  I  menUon  for  special  commendation  the  n4me  of  one; 
either  officer  or  private,  without  seeming  to  detract  from  the  merits  of 
others ;  but  I  must  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  acknowledge 
my  indebtedness  to  First  Lieutenant  D.  H.  Walton,  a4jutant  of  the 
regiment,  and  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  his  conspicuously 
gallant  conduct.  Having  no  field  officer  with  me,  (Major  HoUiday. 
having  been  detailed  for  staff  duty  by  Colonel  Ronald,)  I  felt  the 
need  of  efficient  help,  and  the  want  was  fully  supplied  by  this  gentle- 
man. He  executed  my  orders  fearlessly  and  well;  aided  me  in  di- 
reetiDg  the  fire  juid  movements  of  the  men,  and,  by  persomd  example^ 
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t^Mitti  n4  enoonred  lli^m  •    I  gltdly  commend  Idm  to  flio  sdtiee  of 
tho  oornmanding  Oenertl. 

The  noble  courage  of  Major  HoUiday,  who  lost  his  right  arm,  wUl 
more  properly  come  u&der  the  report  of  l^e  brigade  commaBder. 
Bespectfally  submitted, 

EDWIN  O.  LEE, 
Lieut.  OokfMl^  commanding  SSd  Fa.  Irfaniry. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


REPOBI  OF  COLONEL  J.  A.  WALKEB. 

Heasquaktcbs  TsfftTBEirni  Yiboinu, 
Aagoflt  14,  1862. 

Major  Hall,  A.  A.  A.  General^  Fourth  Brigade  : 

I  have  tho  honor  to  inbniit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  regiment  at  the  battle  near  Mitchell's  Station  on  the  9th  instant. 

After  deplo^ng  regiment  ae  ekirmishers,  as  directed  by  the  Gen* 
eral  commanchng  the  brigade,  we  advanced  into  the  woods^  between 
us  and  the  enemy,  abont  two  hnndred  yards^  where  the  left  wing» 
commanded  by  lieutenant  Oolonel  Terrill^  encountered  the  enemy's 
eaTalry,  consisting  of  a  small  squadron  of  two  or  three  companies^ 
that  attempted  to  charge  the  line,  but  were  driven  back,  with  a  known 
lose  of  two  men  and  one  horse  killed.  Farther  on  in  the  woods,  the 
right  wing  came  in  sight  of  their  videttes^  who  retired,  firing  at  a 
safe  distance,  nntil  they  fell  back  to  their  main  body,  drawn  op  in 
the  field  beyond.  When  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  wood,  I  halted 
the  line  and  opened  fire  npon  the  main  body  of  their  cavalry  in  the 
field,  and  kept  it  np  nntil  the  rest  of  the  brigade  came  np,  bnt  the 
distance  was  too  great  to  do  mnch  execution.  When  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  came  np,  I  was  ordered  to  close  my  regiment  and  form  on 
its  left,  which  I  did  and  held  that  position,  whilst  it  lay  behind  our 
batteries,  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery ;  and  advanced  with  it 
and  the  third  brigade,  (immediately  on  my  left,)  when  ordered  for« 
ward,  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  line, 
advancing  through  the  corn-field,  beyond  the  branch.  At  this  point 
the  fighting  was  obstinate  for  several  minutes,  the  enemy  advancing 
slowly,  but  steadily,  until  the  brigade  upon  my  left  gave  way  and  ran 
off  the  field  in  disorder.  The  panic,  thus  begun,  was  communicated 
to  two  or  three  regiments  on  my  right,  which  also  fell  back,  leaving 
my  regiment  and  a  portion  of  the  thirty-first  Virginia,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson,  the  only  Confederate  troops  in  that 
part  of  the  field  in  sight  of  our  position.  Finding  that  one  piece  of 
artillery,  which  had  been  brought  up  on  the  right,  and  a  little  in  ad- 
Tance  of  my  regiment,  was  thus  placed  in  great  jeopardy,  I  ordered 
my  own  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson's  men  forward  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check  until  it  could  be  carried  off.  The  men  obeyed  with 
alacriW,  and,  advancing  about  thirty  yards,  opened  a  well-directed 
fire,  which  had  the  desired  effect  of  checking  the  advance  of  that 
portion  of  the  enemy's  line,  directly  in  our  front^  till  the  piece  was 
removed.  We  continued  to  hold  our  position  for  a  few  moments, 
holding  the  enemy  in  front  in  check,  when,  finding  the  enemy  had 
advanced,  under  cover  of  the  woods  on  our  left,  over  the  ground 
abandoned  by  the  third  brigade,  and  had  crossed  the  road  into  0ie 
field  considerably  in  rear  of  our  position,  and  were  pouring  a  very 
annoying  fire  into  my  left  fiank,  and  seeing  no  reinforcements  in 
sight,  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back,  ud  oarrie^  i|Qff  abliquely 
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to  the  right  and  rear,  in  tolerable  order.  We  had  no  eooaer  given  «p 
our  position  than  the  enemy,  following,  planted  a  Federal  and  a  Ma- 
ryland flag  where  ours  stood  a  moment  before,  and  opened  fire  opon 
us  at  very  short  range.  We  continned  to  fall  back  for  about  two 
hundred  yards,  when  fresh  troops  coming  up  on  our  left,  and  the 
enemy  beginning  to  give  back  on  that  flank,  1  immediately  halted  my 
men  and,  reforming  them  upon  the  colors,  advanced  directly  back  to 
our  former  position,  driving  the  two  stands  of  colors  before  us. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  brought  up  a  fresh  line  throikgh  the  corn- 
field,  and  for  ten  minutes  the  firing  was  heavy  and  both  sides  stood 
firm,  when  the  enemy  began  to  give  way  along  the  whole  line,  and 
our  troops,  dashing  forward  with  a  shout,  crossed  the  branoh  and 
cleared  the  field  of  their  infantry.  The  enemy's  cavalry  attempted 
to  retrieve  the  fortunes  of  the  day  by  charging  our  advancing  and 
disordered  lines,  and  dashed  down  the  wheat-field,  on  the  lef(  of  the 
road,  in  gallaiA  stjle.  As  their  column  was  advancing  on  my  left, 
with  the  main  road  between  us^  I  advanced  my  men  to  the  led  and 
front,  up  to  the  fence  along  the  road,  at  double-quick,  and  gave  them 
a  flank  fire,  which,  together  with  the  heavy  fire  from  other  regiments 
immediately  in  their  front,  was  very  destructive  and  drove  them  from 
the  ficfd  in  confusion  and  disorder.  After  this  charge,  the  enemy 
made  no  further  stand,  and  we  continued  the  purMit,  with  the  other 
troops,  until  it  was  discontinued,  when  I  left  them  in  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Terrill  and  reported  to  the  General  commanding 
brigade.  It  would  be  impossible  for  troops  to  behave  better  tbaa 
mine  did  on  this  day.  With  a  few  exceptions,  they  fought  bravely, 
obeying  all  the  commands  of  their  officers  promptly  and  cheerfully, 
displaying,  throughout  the  whole  day,  an  amount  of  bravery  and  dis- 
ciplined valor,  which  I  don't  believe  has  been  excelled  during  the 
war.  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  casualties  on  that  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  A.  WALKER, 
Oobmel  Thirteenih  Virginia  Infantry. 
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KEPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKER. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Battalion,  > 
March,  1863.      J 

Major  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  aubmit  the  following  report  of  the 
p&rt  taken  by  the  artillery  of  the  light  di  vision  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Ran,  August  9th,  1863  : 

At  about  three  o'clock,  P,  M.,  all  my  batterie^T.beiog  in  park  near 

the  house  of ,  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  A.  P. 

Hill  to  carry  forwaid  all  my  long-range  guns,  which  order  I  imme- 
diately  obeyed,  but  was  unable  to  get  more  than  two  of  my  batteries 
in  position,  as  the  road  was  so  blocked  up  with  wagons  and  ambu- 
lances as  to  prev£?nt  any  more  artillery  from  reaching  thfe  front.  The 
two  batteries  placed  in  position  were  those  of  Captains  Pegram  and 
Fleet.  I  posted  them  in  position  on  the  fiold  and  near  the  centre, 
passing  through  the  gate  at  which  I  found  Captain  Caskie's  battery, 
which  had  converged  the  fire  of  the  enemy  to  a  point  necessary  to 
be  passed  by  all  of  our  troops.  Captain  Pegram's  battery,  and  Cap-' 
tain  Fleet's  battery,  the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  B.  W. 
Hardy,  were  posted,  as  stated,  about  near  the  centre  of  the  field  and 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  Lieu* 
tenant  Hardy  being  in  front. 

These  batteries  were  supported  by  the  brigade  Of  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Early,  and  held  their  position  for  at  least  half  an  hour,  and  after  the 
infantry,  with  the  exception  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  had 
fallen  back  from  them.  So  soon  as  I  saw  the  light  division  make 
its  appearance,^  I  ordered  the  batteries  to  retire,  the  loss  in  both  men' 
and  horses  being  considerable.  « 

.Report/ of  these  losses  have  already  been  made  to  the  proper  offi- 
cers. 

I  moved  forward  as  soon  as  possible,  with  all  the  artillery  at  my 
command,  and,  by  General  Hill's  order,  brought  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Pegram,  Braxton,  Latham,  and  a  part  of  Captain  Fleet's  battery, 
to  bear  upon  the  point  supposed  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy's. 
At  ten  o'clock  thc^t  night,  after  firing  about  eight  rounds  from  each 
gun,  Captain  Pegram  was  sent  forward  with  Colonel  Stafford's  brig- 
ade, and  had,  for  an  hour  or  more,  a  severe  fight  with  the  enemy, 
losing  several  men  and  horses  and  inflicting  considerable  loss  upon 
the  enemy.  Next  morning  at  daylight,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Hill  to  select  a  position  much  to  our  left  and  on  the  south  side  of  the 
creek,  which  I  did,  placing  two  batteries  of  mine,  viz :  Captains 
Fleet^s  and  Donelson's  and  one  of  General  Early's.  This  position 
commanded  the  enemy's  camp  somewhat  to  their  rear.  Captains  Pe- 
gram and  Hardy  inflicted  great  loss  on  the  enemy  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, and  their  conduct,  with  that  of  the  men  under  their  command, 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  The  batteries  of  my  command 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended.    The  batteries  of  my  oommand  were 
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ftll  retired  on  Sanday  eyening.  Captain  Braxton  bringing  op  the  rear 
and  retiring  by  half  battery. 

1  hare  the  honor  to  remain,  Major,  your  ob't  aerr't, 

B.  L.  WALKER, 
Lieut.  Oohnd  commanding  AtiiUery  Dimsicn. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  POAGUS. 

Camp  Near  Gordonbyille,  ViRGiNiAy ) 
August  U,  186S.     5 
Captain  J.  H.  Folton, 

A.  A.  A.  General,  First  Brigade,  V.  D.  ; 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rei^ort  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  battery  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  the  8th 
inatanty  at  Cedar  Run  : 

About  fir^  o'clock,  P.  M.,  by  order  of  Major  Andrews,  two  parrott 
guns  were  tak^n  to  the  front,  along  the  road  leading*  to  Culpeper 
Court-Hottse.  These,  along  with  Captain  Carpenter's  parrott  piece, 
were,  by  direction  of  Major  Andrews,  posted  in  the  road  ^o  as  to  en«> 
filade  the  enemy's  batteries  then  engaging  our  batteries  on  the  right. 
The  caissons  were  left  behind  some  distance,  there  not  being  room  to 
station  them  in  rear  of  their  pieces.  After  firing  about  half  an 
hour,  one  of  my  pieces  becoming  unserriceable  from  enlargement  of 
the  Tent,  was  sent  to  the  rear.  The  other  continued  its  fire  until  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  approached  within  two  hundred  yards,  and,  bar- 
ing exhausted  the  ammunition  in  the  limber  chest,  it  was  ordered 
back  to  its  caisson  and  the  chest  refilled.  By  the  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  it  was  afterwards  posted  in  the  field  on  the  right  of  the 
road.  My  twelve-pounder  was  also  brought  forward.  In  conjunction 
with  Captain  Carpenter's  gun  and  one  of  Lieutenant  Mark's,  a  rapid 
fire  "wss  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  by  which  several  of  their 
guns  were  silenced  and  compelled  to' leave  the  field.  The  enemy's 
infantry  were  now  advancing  through  the  corn-field  in  front,  and  I 
felt  confident  we  could  be  able  to  drive  them  back,  having  been  rein- 
forced by  a  battery  of  four  guns.  At  this  juncture  our  own  in- 
fantry advanced,  surrounding  the  guns,  and  thus  causing  them  to 
cease  firing.  No  position  could  be  gotten  afterwards  without  danger 
to  oar  own  infantry. 

About  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  battery  joined  the  brigade,  and  that 
night  slept  on  the  battle-field. 

In  this  engagement,  I  am  happy  to  report  no  serious  casuaities^- 
only  one  man  wounded-^Robert  Vanpelt,  slightly  in  left  arm.  Sev- 
eral others  received  very  slight  bruises  from  pieces  of  shell 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  all  the  men 
and  officers,  without  exception,  was  most  admirable.  At  the  most 
trying  moment,  when  our  gallant  and  esteemed  brigade  commander, 
and  &e  chief  of  artillery  were  cut  down  in  their  midst,  they  retained 
their  accustomed  self-possession,  and  nobly  stood  by  their  pieces. 
Even  those  two  or  three  who,  in  a  former  engagement,  behaved  in 
an  unsoldierly  manner,  now  acted  well  and  bravely,  as  if  deter- 
mined to  wipe  out  all  traces  of  their  previous  conduct. 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  POAGUB, 
Certain  Bockbridge  Artillery. 
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REPOET  OF  CAPTAIN  D  AQUIN. 

CkMP  Wheat,  August  14,  1362. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Louisiana  6aard  artillery  in  the  engagement  of  the  9th  instant : 

The  behavior  of  both  officers  and  men  of  this  command  in  the 
battle  of  the.  9th,  was  such  as  might  be  exported  of  men  fighting  for 
their  homes  and  liberties.  It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  others 
to  mention  any  one  for  better  behavior.  All  seemed  to  have  alwajs 
been  under  fire  ;  they  behaved  like  veterans,  although  this  was  their 
first  engagement.  Besides,  there  was  no  opportunity  for  individual 
distinction.  There  were  none  absent  without  leave,  nor  could  I  hav9 
made  them  leave,  even  if  I  had  ordered  it. 

L,  E.  D' AQUIN,  Caplmn. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CAl^^NTER. 

N 

Headquarters  Carpentbe's  Battert,     I 
In  Camp  near  GordonsviUe,  August  14,  186S. ) 

To  Colonel  Ronald, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  V.  D.  ; 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  oircalar  issued  from  headquarters  Valley  Dis* 
tricty  on  the  13th  instant,  I  hare  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  battery  in  the  action  of  Cedar  Run,  on  the  9th  day 
of  August,  .186%.  I  receired  orders  early  in  the  afternoon  to  take 
my  Parrott  piece  to  the  front,  which  was  promptly  executed,  placing 
it  in  position  within  seven  hundred  yards  of  five  or  six  pieces  of  the 
enemy.  Major  Andrews,  thinking  it  would  be  rather  an  unequal 
contest,  ordered  me  not  to  commence  firing  until  Captain  Poague 
could  bring  his  in  position,  when  we  commenced  firing,  which  was 
soon  returned  most  vigorously ;  but  a  short  time  sufficed  to  force 
them  back  some  three  hundred  yards,  when  we  advanced  about  half 
that  distance,  where  we  kept  up  firing  until  their  infantry,  who  at- 
tempted to  flank  us,  were,  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
jards  of  us,  and  our  infantry  falling  back  past  us.  Moving  to  the 
right  some  two  hundred  yards,  came  into  position  again.  The  in- 
fantry still  falling  back,  I  again  limbered  up,  and,  from  carelessness 
of  the  drivers,  brake  the  pole,  when  with  difficulty  got  the  piece  off, 
leaving  the  limber  on  the  field,  which  I  had  repaired  as  soon  as  the 
Yankees  were  driven  back,  being  ready  for  service  by  nine  o'clock. 
The  other  three  pieces  were  brought  up  under  range  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  but  not  ordered  into  position.  The  detachment  which  was  en- 
gaged deserves  particular  notice  as  having  done  their  duty.  Some 
two  or  three  of  them  havine  exhausted  themselves  so,  felt  unable  to 
do  anything.  Sending  word  back  to  the  Captain,  he  started  to  bring 
me  a  new  detachment,  when  he  was  wounded-  in  the  forehead.  W. 
M.  McAllister,  fprivate,)  shot  through  the  arm,  the  only  man 
wounded.  I  also  have  to  report  private  William  J.  Winn  as  having 
left  the  company  that  morning  without  leave,  and  not  being  seen  tilt 
the  next  day,  wnich  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  doing. 

J.  C.  CARPENTER, 
Lieutenant  commanding'  Battery, 
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SUMMER  CAMPAIGN  OF  1862. 


FROM  THE  BATTLE  OF  CEDAU  RUN  TO,  AND  IN- 
CLUDING, THE  BATTLE  OP  SHARPSBURG. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  LONGSTEEET. 


Headquarters  near  Winchebter,  Ta.,  > 
October  10,  186«.      J 

Brigftdier  General  R.  H.  Uhiltov, 

jUjutant  and  InspKter  Genend  : 

General  :  I  hare  the  bonor  to  subniit  the  followiiig  jre|^rt  of  tht 
pperations  of  my  command  in  the  late  campaign : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  General^  the  com^ 
mand  marched  from  Gordonsville  on  the  16th  Angost,  crossing  the 
Rapidan  on  the  SOth,  at  Raccoon  ford. 

The  next  day,  at  Kelly's  ford,  I  received  orders  to  move  up  the 
Biappahannock  to  Rappaiian&ock  Station.  As  we  were  withdrawiag 
from  Kelly's  ford,  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  and  made  an  attack 
upon  the  rear  brigade,  ( Featherston's,)  under  the  command  of  Colo- 
nel  Posey.  After  a  sharp  skirmish,^  Colonel  Posey  drove  him  back 
with  considerable  loss. 

Arriving  at  Rappahannock  Station,  General  Hood  with  his  own  and 
Whiting's  brigade  was  detached  to  relieve  a  portion  of  General  Jack- 
son's command  at  Freeman's  ford.  About  the  moment  that  General 
Hood  reached  this  ford,  the  enemy  crossed  in  considerable  force,  and 
made  an  attack  upon  the  commands  of  Brigadier  Generals  Trimbla 
and  Hood.  They  however  drove  him  back  across  the  river  in  mnch  con- 
fusion and  with  heavy  loss.  Meanwhile  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Walton 
to  place  his  batteries  in  position  at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  his  positions  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

The  batteries  were  opened  at  sunrise  on  the  23rd,  and  a  severe  can- 
nonade continued  for  several  hours.  In  about  two  hours,  however, 
the  enemy  was  driven  across  the  river,  abandoning  his  t^te-de-pont 
Hie  brigades  of  Brigadier  Generals  Evans  and  D.  ff.  Jones,  the  lattsr 
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voder  Colonel  G.  T.  Aaderson,  moved  fonrftrd  to  oconpy  this  position. 
It  was  fonnd  untenable,  however,  being  exposed  to  a  cross  fire  of  ar- 
tillery from  the  other  bank.  The  troops  were  therefore  partially  with* 
drawn,  and  Colonel  S.  D  Lee  was  ordered  to  select  positions  for  his 
batteries,  and  joined  in  the  combat.  The  enemy's  position  was  soon 
rendered  too  warm  for  him,  and  he  took  advantage  of  a  severe  raia 
storm  to  retreat  in  haste,  after  firing  the  bridge  and  the  private  dwel- 
lings in  its  vicinity.  Colonel  Walton  deserves  mach  credit  for  skill 
in  the  management  of  his  batteries,  and  Colonel  Lee  got  into  position 
in  time  for  some  good  practice. 

The  next  day,  Augadt  24th,  the  command,  continuing  the  maroh  up. 
the   Happahannoek,  crossed  Hazel  river  and  bivouacked  at  Jeffer- 
sonton. 

On  the  25th,  we  relieved  a  portion  of  General  Jackson^s  command 
at  Waterloo  bridge.  There  was  more  or  less  skirmishing  at  this  potint 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  when.the  march  was  resumed,  cross- 
ing the  Rappahannock  at  Hinson's  Mill  ford,  six  miles  above  Water 
loo.  A  dash  of  several  squadrons  of  Federal  cavalry" into  Salem  ia 
front  of  us  on  the  27th,  delayed  our  march  about  an  hour.  Not  hav- 
ing  cavalry,  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  this  movement^ 
hence  the  delay.  This  cavalry  retired,  and  the  march  was  resumed, 
resting  for  the  night  at  White  Plains.  The  head  of  my  column 
reached  Thoroughfare  Gap  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  On  the  SSth, 
a  small  party  of  infantry  was  sent  into  the  mountains  to  reconnoitre* 
Passing  through  the  Gap,  Colonel  Beck,  of  the  mnth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, met  the  enemy  ;  but  was  obliged  to  retire  before  a  greatly  supe- 
rior force.  The  enemy  held  a  strong  position  on  the  opposite  gorge, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  his  sharpshooters  in  position  on  the  mouu* 
tain.  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones  advanced  two  of  his  brigadea 
rapidly,  and  soon  drove  the  enemy  from  his  position  on  the  mountain. 
Brigadier  General  Hood,  with  his  own  and  General  Whiting's  brigade, 
was  ordered,  by  a  footpath  over  the  mountain,  to  turn  the  enemy's 
right,  and  Brigadier  General  Wilcox  with  his  own  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals Featherston's  and  Pryor's  brigades,  was  ordered  through  Hope- 
well Gap,  three  miles  to  our  left,  to  turn  the  right  and  attack  the  enepiy 
in  rear.  The  enemy  made  his  attack  upon  Jones,  however,  before  theso 
troops  could  get  into  their  position,  and,  after  being  Yepulsed  with 
severe  loss,  commenced  his  retreat  just  before  night.  In  this  affair, 
the  conduct  of  the  first  Georgia  regulars,  under  Major  Walker,  was 
datfhing  and  gallant. 

Early  on  the  29th,  the  columns  were  united,  and  the  advance,  to 
join  General  Jackson,  was  resumed.  The  noise  of  battle  was  heard 
before  we  reached  Gainesville.  The  march  was  quickened  to  the  eic- 
tent  of  our  rapacity.  The  excitement  of  battle  seemed  to  giv«  iiew 
life  and  strength  to  our  jaded  men,  and  the  head  of  my  column  aeon 
Reached  a  position  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  within  a^/. 
Sanoon  shot.  On  approaching  the  field,  some  />f  Brigadier  General. 
Hood's  batteries  were  ordered  into  position,  and  his  division  was  da* 
jiloyed  on  the  r}ght  and  left  of  the  turnpike,  at  right-angles  with  it^ 
ind  supported  by  Brigadier  General  Evans'  brigade.    Before  theia 
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Batteries  could  open,  tlie  enemj  discovered  oar  movemefitfi  and  with' 
drew  his  lefl.  Another  battery  (Oaptain  Stribling^B)  was  placed  ttpoB 
a  bommanding  position  to  mj  right,  which  played  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  left  and  drove  him  entirely  from  that  part  of  the  field.  Ha 
clanged  his  front  rapidly  so  as  to  meet  the  advance  of  Hood  and 
C'Vans. 

Three  brigades,  under  General  Wilcox,  were  thrown  forward  to  the 
^pport  of  the  left,  and  three  others,  under  General  Kemper,  to  the 
Support  of  the  right  of  these  commands.  General  D.  R.  Jones* 
division  was  placed  upon  the  Manassas  Gap  railroad,  to  the  right  and 
*in  echelon  with  regard  to  the  three  last  brigades.  Colonel  Walton 
piaced  his  batteries  in  a  commanding  position  between  my  lino  and 
cLat  of  General  Jackson,  and  engaged  the  enemy  fbr  several  hours, 
it  a  severe  and  successful  artillery  duel.  At  a  late  hour  in  the  day, 
Major  General  Stuart  reported  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  heavy 
columns  against  my  extreme  right.  I  withdrew  General  Wilcox,  with 
his  three  brigades,  from  the  left  and  placed  his  command  in  position 
to  support  Jones  in  case  cf^an  attack  against  my  right.  After  some 
few  shots,  the  enemy  withdrew  his  forces,  moving  them  around  towards 
tsi3  front,  and  about  four  oVlock  in  the  afternoon,  began  to  press  for- 
trard  against  General  Jackson's  position.  Wilcox^s  brigadea  were 
Ciiored  back  to  their  former  position,  and  Hood's  two  brigades,  sup- 
ported by  Evans,  were  quickly  pressed  forward  to  the  attack.  At  the 
gaihe  time  Wilcox's  three  brigades  mado  a  like  advance,  as  also  Hun- 
ton's  brigade,  of  Kemper's  command. 

These  movements  were  executed  with  commendable  zeal  and  ability, 
fiood,  supported  by  Evans,  made  a  gallant  attack,  driving  the  enemy 
back  till  nine  o'clock  at  night.  One  piece  of  artillery,  several  regi- 
mental standards,  and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  taken.  The  ene- 
my's entire  force  was  found  to  be  massed  directly  in  my  front,  and  in 
00  strong  a  position  that  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  move  on 
dgainst  his  immediate  front,  so  the  troops  were  quietly  withdrawn  at 
one  o'clock  the  following  morning.  The  wheels  of  the  captured  piece 
were  cut  down  and  it  was  left  on  the  ground.  The  enemy  seised  that 
opportunity  to  claim  a  victory,  and  the  Federal  commander  was  so 
impudent  as  ta  despatch  his  Gorernment,  by  telegraph,  tidings  to  that 
^ect.  After  withdrawing  from  the  attack,  my  troops  were  placed  in 
die  line  first  occupied  and  in  the  original  order. 
'  During  the  day.  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  with  his  reserve  artillery, 
placed  in  the  position  occupied  the  day  previous  by  Colonel  Walton 
and  engaged  the  enemy  in  a  very  severe  artillery  combat.  The  result 
trad,  as  the  day  previous,  a  success.  At  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  I  rode  to  the  front  for  the  purpose  of  completing  arranga- 
ments  for  making  a  diversion  in  favor  of  a  fiank  movement,  then  un« 
der  contemplation.  Just  after  reaching  my  front  line,  I  received  a 
message  for  reinforcements  for  Generl  Jackson,  who  was  aaid  to  he 
severely  pressed.  From  axt  eminence  near  by,  one  p6rtion  of  the 
enemy's  masses  attacking  General  Jackson  were  immediately  withia 
my  view  and  in  easy  range  of  batteries  in  that  position.  It  gave  me 
ail  advantage  thiit  I  had  not  expected  to  hare,  and  I  made  httie  to 
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«8d  it.    Tiro  batteries  were  ordered  for  the  purpose  and  ouo  placed  iit 
poaitioa  immediately  and  opened.     Juat  as  this  fire  began,  I  received 
a  message  from  the  commanding  General,  informing  me  of  G-eneral 
Jackson's  condition  and  his  wants.     As   it  was  evident  that  the 
attack  against  General  Jackson  could  not  be  continued  ten  minutea 
ander  the  fire  of  these  batteries,  I  made  no  movement  with  my  troops. 
Boferethe  second  battery  could  be  placed  in  position,  the  enemy  be- 
gan to  retire,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  the  ranks  were  broken  and 
diat  portion  of  his  army  put  to  flight.    A  fair  opporl^anity  was  offered 
me  and  the  intended  divei  sion  was  changed  into  an  attack.    My  whole 
tine  was  rushed  forward  at  a  charge.     The  troops   sprang  to   their  « 
work,  and  moved  forward   with  ail   the   steadiness  and   firmness  that . 
characterise  war-worn  veterans.     The  batteries  continuing  their  play 
upon  the  confused  masses,  completed  the  work  of  this  portion  of  the . 
enemy's  line,  and  my  attack   was,  therefore,  made  against  the  forces 
in  my  front.     The  order  for  the   advance  had  scarcely  'been   given,, 
when  I  received  a  message  from  the   commanding  General,  anticipa-  « 
ting  some  such  emergency,  and  ordering  the  move  which  was  then, 
going  on,  at  the  same  time  offering  me  Major  General  Anderson's  di*-., 
vision.    The  commanding  General  soon  joined  me  and  a  few  moments.* 
after.  Major  General  Anderson   arrived  with  his  division^     The  at- 
tack was  Jed  by  Hood^s  brigade,  closely  supported  by  ^vana.     These  . 
were  rapidly  reinforced  by  Anderson's  division  from  the  rear,  Kem- 
per's three  brigades  and  D.  B.  Jones'   division  from  the  right,  and 
Wilcox's  brigade  from  the  left.     The  brigades  of  Brigadfer  Generals 
Featherston  and  Pryor  became  detached  and  operated  with  a  portion 
<rf  General    Jackson's    command.     The  attacking  columns   moved  i 
flteadily  forward,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  different  positions  as  , 
rapidly  as  he  took  them.     My  batteries  were   thrown  forward  from., 
point  to  point,  following  the  movements  of  the  general  line.     These^ 
however^  were  somewhat  detained  by  an  enfilade  fire  from  a  battery 
on  my  left.     This  threw  more  than  its  proper  share  of  fighting  upon*, 
the  infantry,  retarded  our  rapid  progress,  and  enabled  the  enemy  to 
escape  with  many  of  his  batteries,  which  should  have  fallen  into  our 
liands.     The  battle  continued  until  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  uttefr 
darkness  put  a  stop  to  our  progress.     The  enemy  maile   his  escape 
across  Bull  Run  before  daylight.     Three  batteries,  a  lai^e  number  of 
prisoners,  many  stands  of  regimental   colors,   and   twelve   thousand; 
stands  of  arm,  besides  some  wagons,  ambulances,  &c.,  were  taken. 

The  next  day,  like  the  day  after  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  plains^, 
was  stormy  and  excessively  disagreeable.     Orders  were  given  early 
in  the  day  for  oaring  for  the  wounded,  burying  the  dead,  and  collect^ 
ing  arms  and  other  supplies. 

About  noon,  General  Pryor,  with  his  brigade,  was  thrown  across 
Boll  Run  to  occupy  the  heights  between  that  and.  Oub  Run.  and  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  balance  of  the  command  marched  to- 
cross  Bull  Run  at  Sudley  ford.  Grossing  the  run  en  the  following^ 
day,  the  comniand  marched  for  Ghantiily,  via  the  Little  River^tnm-* 
pik6.  The  enemy  was  reported  in  positien  in  our  front  as  we  reached.  < 
Cha«titty,.aiiii  he  made  an  attack  npo&  General  Jaekeea  b^ore  itt/ 
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troops  f^rrired.  He  was  repulsed,  howerer,  before  my  remfoceeraents 
got  up  and  disappeared  during  the  night. 

On  the  second  of  September,  the  command  inarched  via  Dratnevilk 
Leesbnrg,  and  across  the  Potomac,  at  White's  ford,  to  Frederick  Cit  j, 
Maryland,  arriving  there  on  the  7th.  I  moved  from  Frederick  for 
Hagerstown  on  the  10th  and  reached  there,  vrith  part  of  my  command 
on  the  I  tth,  sending  six  brigades,  nnder  Major  General  Anderson, 
to  CO- operate  with  Major  General  McLaws  in  the  assault  upon  Mary- 
land Heights  and  Harper's  Ferry.  During  the  operations  against 
this  garrison  the  approach  of  a  large  army  from  Washington  city  for 
its  relief  was  reported.  We  wem  obliged  to  make  a  forced  march  ia 
order  to  rcath  Boonsboro'  Pass  to  assist  Major  General  D  H.  Hillj 
division  in  holding  this  army  in  check,  so  as  to  give  time  for  the  re- 
duction of  Harper's  Ferry.  I  reached  Boonsboro  about  three  o^clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and,  upon  ascending  the  mountain,  found  General  Hill 
heavily  engaged.  My  troops  were  hurried  to  hi^  assistance  as  np- 
idly  as  their  exhausted  condition  would  admit  of.  The  brigades  of 
Brigadier  Generals  Evans,  Pickett,  (under  Garnett,)  Kemper^  and 
Jenkins,  (under  Colonel  Walker,)  wer»  extended  along  the  mountain 
to  our  left.  Brigadier  General  Hood,  with  his  own  and  Whiting's 
brigade,  (under  Colonel  Law,)  Drayton's  and  D.  B.  Jones',  (ander 
Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson,)  were  extended  to  the  right.  Major  General 
Hijl  had  already  placed  such  batteries  in  position  as  he  could  find 
ground  for,  except  one  position  on  the  extreme  left.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion to  have  placed  a  battery  in  this  position,  but  I  was  so  much  oe* 
cupied  in  front,  that  I  could  find  no  time  to  do  so  before  nightfall. 

We  succeeded  in  repulsing  the  repeated  and  powerful  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  and.  in  holding  our  position  till  night  put  an  end  to  tha 
battle.  It  was  short,  but  very  fierce.  Some  of  our  most  gall&nc 
ofiScersand  m'en  fell  in  this  struggle,  among  them  the  brave  Colonel 
J,  B.  Strange,  of  the  nineteenth  Virginia  regiment.  . 

Had  the  compand  reached  the  mountain  pass  in  time  to  have  gotten 
into  position  before  the  attack  was  made,  I  believe  that  the  direct  as- 
saults of  the  enemy  could  have  been  repulsed  with  companative  «ase. 
Hurried  into  action,  however,  we  arrived  at  our  position  more  ex- 
hausted than^the  enemy.  It  became  manifest  that  our  forces  were  not 
euflScient  to  iresist  the  renewed  attacks  of  the  entire  army  of  Genersl 
McClellan.  He  would  require  but  little  time  to  turn  either  flank  and 
our  command  must  then  be  at  his  mercy.  In  view  of  this,  tbe  eora- 
manding  General  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  to  tbe  village 
of  Sharpsburg.  This  position  was  regarded  as  a  strong  defensive  one, 
besides  being  one  from  which  we  could  threaten  the  enemy's  flank  or 
rear,  in  case  he  should  attempt  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

Grossing  the  Antietam,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  Major  Gener^ 
D.  H.  Hill's  divlaion  and  my  own  command,  were  placed  in  line  of 
battle  between  the  stream  and  the  village  of  Sharpsburg.  Soon  after 
getting  into  position  we  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Harper'a  Ferry. 
This  left  the  portiona  of  the  army  enegaged  in  the  reduction  of  that 
garrison  free  to  join  us.  After  much  shelling  at  one  point  and  another 
of  our  line,  which  extended  mere  than  a  mile  on  each  side  of  Shazps- 
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burg,  the  enemy  finally  ettaeked  Oeneral  Hood,  on  my  extreme  left^ 
late  Tiu3Bday  evening,  September  tSth,-  Hood  drove  him  back,  bat 
not  witkont  severo  loss,  including  that. of  Colonel  Liildell,  of  the 
eleventh  Mississippi,  an  officer  of  great  merit,  modesty  and  promise. 
Daring  the  nght,  the  enemy  threw  his  forces  across  the  Antietam,  in 
frpnt  of  Hood's  position,  and  renewed  his  attack  at  daylight  the  next 
morning.  Hood  was  not  strong  enough  to  resist  the  ma^es  thrown 
against  him.  Several  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's  brigades  rein- 
forced thft  position,  bat  even  with  these,  oar  forces  seemed  but  a 
faaodful  when  compared  with  the  hosts  thrown  against  as.  The  com- 
mands  engaged  the  enemy,  however,  with  great  courage  and  determi- 
nation, and,  retiring  very  slowly,  delayed  him  until  the  forces  of  Gen- 
erals Jackson  and  Walker  came  to  oar  relief.  D.  B.  Jones'  brigade, 
under  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson  came  up  about  the  same  moment,  and 
soon  after  this,  the  divisions  of  Major  Generals  McLaws  and  R.  H. 
Anderson.  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee's  reserve  artillery  was  with  General 
Hood,  and  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the  attack  on  the  evening  of 
the  ]6tb,  and  in  delaying  that  of  the  17th.  General  Jackson  soon 
moved  off  to  onr  left,i<^r  the  purpose  of  turning  the  enemy's  right  flank, 
and  the  other  divisions,  except  Walker's,  were  distributed  at  other 
points  cf  the  line.  As  theso  movements  were  made,  the  enemy  again 
throw  forward  his  masses  against  my  left.  This  attack  was  met  by 
Walker's  division,  two  pieces  of  Captain  Miller's  battery  of  the  Wash- 
ington artillery,  And  two  pieces  of  Captain  Bryce's*  battery,  and 
was  driven  back  in  some  confusion.  \n  effort  was  made  to  pursue ; 
but  our  Ijne  was  too  weak.  Colonel  Cooke,  of  the  twenty-seventh 
North  Caifolina,  very  gallantly  charged  with  his  own  regiment;  but, 
his  supply  of  ammunition  being  exhausted,  und  he  being  unsupported, 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  his  original  position  in  the  line. 

From  this  moment  our  centre  was  extremely  weak,  being  defended 
by  but  part  of  Walker's  division,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery.  Cookers 
regiment  of  that  division  being  without  a  cartridge.  In  this  condi- 
tion, again  the  enemy's  masses  moved  forward  against  us.  Cooke 
stood  with  his  empty  guns,*  and  waved  his  colors  to  show  that  his 
troops  i^re  in  position.  The  artillery  played  upon  their  ranks  with 
canister.  Their  lines  began  to  hesitate,  soon  halted,  and,  after  an 
hour  and  a  half,  retired. 

Another  attack  .was  quickly  made,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  last. 
Captain  Miller  taming  his  pieces  upon  these  lines,  and  playing  upon 
them  with  round  shot,  (over  the  heads  of  R.  H.  Anderson's  men,) 
checked  the  advance,  and  Anderson's  division,  with  the  artillery,  held 
the  enemy  in  check  until  night.  This  attack  was  followed  by  the  final 
assault,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M^  when  the  enemy  crossed  the  bridge 
in  front  of  Sharpsburg,  and  made  his  desperato  attack  upon  my  right. 
Brigadier  General  Toombs  held  the  bridge,  and,  defended  it  most  gal- 
lantly, driving  back  repeated  attacks,  and  only  yielded  it  after  the 
forces  brought  against  him  became  overwhelming  and  threatened  his 
flank  and  rear.  ' 

The  enemy  waa  then  met  by  Brigadier  General  D.  B.  Jones  with 
Biz  brigades.    He  drove  back  our  right  several  times,  and  was  him*- 
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«elf  made  to  retire  sereral  timee,  badly  crippled ;  but  bie  rtrotig  im- 
forcementB  finally  enabled  him  to  drive  in  my  rigbt,  and  occpipy  thu 
part  of  my  ground.  Thus  advanced,  the  enemy's  line  was  placed  ii 
each  a  poeition  as  to  enable  General  Toombs  to  move  his  brigade 
directly  against  his  flank.  General  Jones  seized  the  opportunitj. 
and  threw  Toombs  down  against" the  enemy's  flank,  drove  him  b^ck 
and  recovered  oar  lost  groutid. 

Two  of  the  brigades  of  Major  General  A.  P.  HilPs  dirisioi 
advanced  against  the  enemy's  front  as  General  Toombs  mad»  his  flask 
attack. 

The  display  of  this  force  was  of  great  value,  and  it  assisted  us  i£ 
holding  onr^position. 

The  enemy  took  shelter  behind  a  stone  wall,  and  another  line  iras 
advanced  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  support  of  his  first  line. 

Captain  Richardson's,  Brown's  and  Moody's  batteries  were  placed 
in  position  to  plaj  npon  the  second  line,  and  both  lines  were  even- 
taally  driven  back  by  these  batteries.  Before  it  was  entirely  dark, 
the  hundred  thousand  men  fhat  had  been  threatening  our  deatractioo 
for  twelve  hours,  had  melted  away  into  a  few  stragglers. 

The  battle  over,  orders  were  sent  around  for  ammunition  chests  and 
cartridge  boxes  to  be  re-filied.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16tb,  a 
few  sharpshooters  began  to  exchange  shots.  I  observed  that  the  ene- 
my had  massed  his  artillery  on  the  opposite  side  of  tha  Antietam, 
'  with  a  view,  apparently,  to  meet  an  attack  from  us.  Our  ranks  were 
too  much  thinned  to  warranta  renewal  of  the  conflict,  with  the  chanced 
of  being  drawn  under  the  fire  of  this  artillery.  The  effort  to  make  a 
flank  movement  by  our  left,  iSe  day  previous,  developed  the  fact  that 
the  enemy  had  extended  his  right,  so  as  to  rest  it  upon  the  Potomac, 
and  thus' envelope  our  left  flank.  From  our  position,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  make  any  .move,  except  a  direct  assault  upon  some  portion  of 
the  enemy's  line,  I,  therefore,  took  the  liberty  to  address  a  note  to  the 
commanding  General,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  suggesting 
a  withdrawal  to  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  Before  my  note 
reached  him,  however,  he  rode  to  my  bivouac  and  expressed  the  same 
Tiews.  Arrangements  to  move  across  the  Potomac  were  completed 
bv  dark.  My  command,  moving  first,  crossed  about  two  aclock  in 
tne  morning,  and  patt  of  it  was  placed  in  position,  in  case  it  should 
be  needed  at  the  ford.  The  entire  army  crossed,  however,  without 
molestation,  and,  as  directed  by  the  commanding  General,!  proceeded 
to  form  his  line.  As  this  was  completed,  it  became  evident  that  the 
•enemy  was  not  pursuing,  except  with  some  of  his  batteries  and  some 
small  force.  The  various  commands  were  then  marched  off  to  their 
points  of  bivouac. 

The  name  of  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  and  private, 
•who  has  shared  in  the  toils  and  privations  of  this  campaign^  should 
%e  mentioned. 

In  one  month,  these  troops  had  marched  over  two  hundred  miles, 
npon  little  more  than  half  rations,  and  fought  nine  battles  and  skir- 
mishes, killed,  wounded  and  captured  nearly  as  many  men  as  we  had 
in  our  ranks,  besides  taking  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war  in  larg 
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^uaatitida.  I  woald  that  I  could  do  jastice  to  all  of  these  gallac^ 
officers  and  men  in  this  report.  As  that  is  impossible,  I  shall  onlj 
mention  those  most  prominently  distinguished.  These  were  Major 
General  R.  H.  Anderson,  on  the  plains  of  Manassas,  at  IIarper'9 
Ferry  and  at  Sharpsburg,  where  Ke  was  wounded  severely.  Briga- 
dier Qeneral  D.  B«  Jones,  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Manassas  plains, 
Boonsboro'  and  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  General  R.  Toombs,  at 
Manassas  plains,  in  his  gallant  defence  of  the  bridge  at  Antietac^, 
and  in  hy^  vigorous  charge  against  the  enemy's  flank.  He  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  close  of  the  engagement.  Brigadier  General  Wilco:iy 
at  Manassas  plains,  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  August,  afterwards 
absent  sick.  Brigadier  General  Garnett,  at  Boonsboro'  and  Sharps- 
burg.. Brigadier  General  Evans,  on  the  jplains  at  Manassas,  both  oq 
the  29th  and  30th  of  August,  and  at  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Kemper,  at  Manassas  plains,  Boonsboro*  apd  Sharpsburg.  Brig- 
adier General  Hood  and  Colonels  Law  and  Wofford,  at.  Manassa^ 
plains^  and  on  the  2dth  and  30th  of  August,  Boon sboro'  and  a^ 
Sharpsburg,  on  the  16th  and  ITth.  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson,  com- 
manding I).  R.  Jones'  brigade,  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Manassas  plains, 
Boonsboro'  and  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  General  Mahone,  at  Manassa^ 
plains,  where  ho  received  a  severe  wound.  Brigadier  txeneral  R.  4-- 
Pryor,  at  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  General  Jenlcins,  at  Manassa^ 
plains,  on  the  29th  and  ^Oth  of  August ;  on  the  last  day  severely 
wounded  Colonels  Huntoii,  Corse,  Stuart,  Stevens,  Hately,  (severely 
wounded,)  and  Walker,  (commanding  Jenkins'  brigade,  after  the  latter 
was  wounded,)  at  Manassas  plains,  Boonsboro'  and  Sharpsburg. 
Colonel  Posey,  at  Manassas  plains  and  Sharpsburg,  where  he  com- 
manded Featherston's  brigade.  Colonel  Benning,  at  Manassas  plains 
and  Sliarpsburg.  At  Sharpsburg,  Captain  Miller,  of  the  Washington 
artillery,  was  particularly  distinguished.  Colonel  Walton,  of  the 
Washington  artillery,  at  Rappahannock  Station,  Manassas  plains 
(August  29th)  and  Sharpsburg.  And  Major  Garnett,  at  Rappahan- 
nock Station.  Lieutenant  Colonels  Skinner  and  Marye,  at  Manassas 
plains,  where  they  were  both  severely  wounded.  Major  Walker,  at 
Thoroughfare  Gap  and  Manassas  plains.  In  the  latter  engagement, 
this  gallant  of&cer  was  mortally  wounded. 

It  is  with  no  common  feeling  that  I  recount  the  Iq^s,  at  Manassas 
plains,  of  Colonels  Gadberry,  eighteenth  South  Carolina,  Means, 
seventeenth  South  Carolina,  Moore,  second  South  Carolina,  Glover, 
first  South  Carolina,  Nelson,  seventh  Georgia,  and  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Upton,  fifth  Texas.  At  Boonsboro,  Colonel  J.  B.  Strange,  nine- 
teenth Virginia  volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  MoLemore,  fourth 
Alabama,  and,  at  Sharpsburg,  Colonel  Liddell,  eleventh  Mississippi. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Coppens  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  second 
(^eorgia  volunteers.  These  valuable  and  gallant  officers  fell  in  the 
unflinching  performance  of  their  duty,  bravely  and  successfully  head- 
^Qg  their  commands  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

To  my  staff  officers.  Major  G.  M.  Sorrell,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gene- 
^^l»  who  was  wounded  at  Sharpsburg,  Lieutenant  Colonel  P.  T.  Man- 
«^ittg.  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Major  J.  W.  Fairfax,  Major  Thomas  Walton, 
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w&o  was  also  wovnded  at  Sharpsbnrg,  Captain  Thomas  Goree  aid 
Lieutenant  R.  W.  Blackwell,  I  am  under  renewed  and  lasting  obligt- 
tions.  These  officers,  fall  of  courage,  intelligence,  patienee  and  ex- 
f.erience,  were  able  to  gi?e  directions  to  commands  such  as  thcj 
thought  proper,  which  were  at  once  approved^  and  commanded  my 
^miration.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blunt  volunteered  his  services  to  me 
at  Boonsboro',  and  was,  beth  there  and  at  Sharpsburg,  of  material  ser- 
tice  to  me.  The  medical  department,  in  charge  of  Surgeon  Cnllen, 
were  active  and  unremitting  in  the  care  of  the  wounded,  and  have  my 
thanks  for  their  humane  efforts. 

My  party  of  couriers  were  zealous,  active  and  brave.  They  are 
jistly  entitled  to  praise  for  the  manly  fortitude  and  courageous  con- 
duct shown  by  them  in  the  trying  scenes  of  the  campaign.  The  cav- 
aljry  escort,  commiinded  by  Captain  Doby,  have  my  thanks  for  meri- 
torious conduct  and  valuable  aid.  Captain  Doby,  Lieutenants  Bonny 
and  Matthieson,  Sergeants  Lee  and  Haile,  and  Corporals  Whitaker 
and  Salmond,  were  distinguished  in  the  active  and  fearless  performance 
of  their  arduous  duties. 

I  am  indebted  to  Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton,  Colonel  Long,  Majors  Tay- 
I  jr,  Marshall,  JVenable  and  Talcott,  and  Captains  Mason  and  Johnson, 
of  the  staff  of  the  commanding  General,  for  great  courtesy  and  kind- 
cess  in  assisting  me  on  the  different  battle  fields. 

I  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  commanding  General  to  the 
reports  of  division,  brigade,  and  other  commanders,  and  approve  their 
tigh  encomiums  of  their  officers  and  men. 

>.  Reports  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  have  already  been  for- 
warded. '      r 

I  remain,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON  OF  OPERATIONS  FROM 
15th    AUGUST  TO  5th  SEPTEMBER,  186S. 

Cottage  House,  N.  C,  May  82,  1863. 

Colonel  B.  H.  Cuflton, 

A.  A.  and  I,  General,  Department  N.  V.  : 

Colonel:  Oh  opening  General  Jackson's  trunk  in  Lexington,  T'ir- 
ginia,  we  found  in  it  the  accompanying  report  of  the  operations  of 
his  command,  from  the  15th  of  August  to  5th  of  September,  \S^t. 
Also  an  unfinished  report  embracing  operations  of  his  command  from  dth 
of  September  to  the  end  of  the  Maryland  campaign.  The  unfinished 
report  Lieutenant  Smith,  A.  D.  C,  has.  He  intends  giving  it  to 
Colonel  Faulkner  to  finish ;  it  will  then  be  forwarded. 
I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully,' 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  MORRISON,  A,  D.  C. 

to  Lieut.  GeneralJackson, 


Headquarters  Second  Corps,  A.  N.  V,,  April  27,  I86S. 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Chilton, 

A.  A,  A,  General,  Headquarters  Dep*t  A.  N,  V. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  command  from  the  15th  of  August  to  the  5th 
day  of  September,  1862,  embracing  the  several  engagements  of  Ma- 
nassas Junction,  Bristoe  Station,  Oz  Hil],  and  so  much  of  the  battle 
«f  Groveton,  on  the  2dth,  29th  and  SOth  of  August  as  was  fought  by 
the  troops  under  my  command : 

On  the.  15th  of  August,  in  obediedience  to  instructions  from  the 
commanding  General,  I  left  my  encampment  near  Gordonsville,  and, 
passing  Orange  Court-House,  encamped  in  the  evening  near  Mount 
PiFgah  church,  where  I  remained  until  the  20th,  when,  in  accordance 
with  my  instructions,  whilst  General  Lon^street  was  crossing  at  Rac- 
coon ford,  I  crossed  the  same  river  at  Somerville  ford.  The  com- 
mand encamped  for  the  night  near  Stevensburg.  My  command  at 
this  time  comprised  Ewell's,  A.  P.  HilPs  and  Jackson's  divisions. 
EwelPs  was  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Lawton,  Early, 
Hays^  (Colonel  Forno  commanding),  and  and  Trimble,  with  the  bat- 
teries of  Brown,  Dement,  Latimer,  Balthis  and  D'Aquin.  A. 
P^  Hiirs  division  was  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Branch", 
'  Gregg,  Field,  Pender,  Archer  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with  the  batte- 
ries of  Braxton,  Latham,  Crenshaw,  Mcintosh,  Davidson  and  Pe- 
l^ram.  Jaekson's  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Williapi 
B.  Taliaferro,  was  composed  of  Winder^s  brigade,  (Colonel  BayJer 
commanding,)  Colonel  CampbelPs  brigade,  (Maj#r  John  Seddpn  QpoL- 
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manning,)  Brigadier  GeBeval  WiHium  B.  Talinferro^s' brigade,  (Oolo- 
j^el  A.  O.  Tajiaferro  commanding,)  and  Starke's  brigade,  with  the 
batteries  of  Brockenbrongh,  Wooding,  Poague,  Carpenter,  Gaskie 
and  Raines.  Major  General  Staart,  with  his  cavalry,  co*operated 
during  the  expedition,  and  I  shall  more  than  once  have  to  acknowl* 
«  edge  my  obligations  for  the  valaable  and  efficient  aid  which  he  ren- 
aered. 

Baly  en  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  command  left  its  encampment 
.and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Beverly's  ford,  on  the  Bappahannock, 
General  Taliaferro's  command  in  the  lead.  On  approaching  the  ford, 
.the  enemy  was  seen  on  the  opposite  bank  Batteries  of  that  division, 
under  the  direction  of  Major  Shumaker,  chief  of  artillery,  were  placed 
in  position,  which,  after  a  short  resistance,  (as  reported  by  General 
Taliaferro,)  silenced  the  enemy's  guns,  and  dispersed  his  infantry. 
Major  General  Staart  had. crossed  with  a  portion  of  his  cavalrj ,  sup- 
ported by  some  pieces  of  artillery,  and,  after  skirmishing  with  the  en- 
emy a  few  hours,  taking  some  prisoners  and  arms,  returned  with  the 
information  that  the  Federal  forces  were  moving  in  strength  upon  his 
pqsition^  and  were  close  at  hand.  The  enemy  soon  appeared  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  an  animated  firing  was  opened,  and,  to  a  co'nsid* 
erable  extent,  kept  up  across  the  river  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  be- 
tween the  Federal  artillery  and  the  batteries  of  Taliaferro's  com- 
mand. 

On  th«  following  morning,  (22d,)  the  three  divisions  continued  their 
march  up  the  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  General  Ewell  in  the  ad- 
vance, and  crossed'  Hazel  river,  one  of  its  tributaries,  at  Wellford's 
mill,  near  which  General  Trimble  was  left  with  his  brigade  to  protect 
the  flank  of  our  wagon  train  from  the  enemy,  who  was  moving  up  the 
north  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  simultaneously  with  the  advance  of 
our  troops  on  the  south  side. 

About  twelve  M.,  a  small  party  surprised  part  of  the  train>  and 
eaptured  some  ambulances  and  mules,  which  were,  however,  soon  b0- 
covered,  and  some  prisoners  taken,  who  gave  information  that  a  more 
considerable  Federal  force  had  crossed  the  river. 

About  four,  P.  M.,  General  Trimble,  supported  by  General  Hood, 
(who  was  the  advance  of  Longstreet'e  command,)  had  a  sharp  engage- 
ment with  this  force,  in  which,  after  gallantly  charging  and  taking 
ft  number  of  prisoners,  they  drove  the  residue,  with  severe  lose, 
across  the  river,  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Federal  army,  on  the  opposite  side.  In  the  meantime  the  com- 
mand passed  Freeman's  ford,  which  it  found  strongly  guarded,  and 
moved  on  to  a  point  opppsite  the  Fauquier  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
where  we  found  the  bridge  destroyed,  and  other  evidence  that  the  en- 
'  -emjf  was  in  close  proximity. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  the  thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Dc^^g- 
ia«,  Brown's  and  Dement's  batteries  of  four  guns  eaqji,  and  Early's 
brigttde,  crossing  over,  took  possession  of  the  Springs  and  adjacent 
^  b^hts,  and  taking  some  prisoners  and  incurring  some  risk  from  the 
^m  and  sudden  rise  of  tjie  water,  which  for  a  few  hours  cut  oflF  com- 
"^  aiontton  with  the  jnain  body.    In  this  critical  situation,  the  skill 
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and  presence  of.  mind  of  General  Early,  was  favorably  dieplayed.  It 
was  deemed  advisable  not  to  attempt  a  passage  at  that  point,  but  to 
proceed  higer  up  the  river. 

By  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  General  Early,  by  means  of 
a  tetcporary  bridge^  which  had  been  constrncted  for  his  relief,  had  his 
troops  and  artillery  safely  on  the  southern  side. 

On  the  24th,  there  was  a  fierce  cannonade  between  General  Hil/s 
artillery  and  that  of  the  enemy  across  the  river.  In  the  meantime. 
General  Stuart,  who  had  preceded  me,  crossed  the  RappahdnncKsk, 
striking  the  enemy  in  his  rear,  making  his  brilliant  night  attack  upon 
his  camp  at  Gatlett's  Station,  capturing  many  prisoners,  personal 
baggage  of  General  Pope,  and  hi?  despatch  book,  containing  informa- 
tion of  valine  to  us  in  this  expediiion.  In  the  evening,  we  moved 
near  Joffersonton.  Pursuing  the  instructions  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  left  Jefiersonton  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  to  throw  my 
command  between  Washington  city  and  the  army  of  General  Pope, 
and  to  break  up  his  railroad  communication  with  the  Federal  capital. 
Taking  the  route  by  Amissvilie,  crossing  Hedgeman  river,  one  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Rappahannock,  at  Henson's  mill,  and  moving  via 
Orlean,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Salem, "after  a  severe  days'  march, 
and  bivouAckcd  there  for  the  night. 

On  the  next  day,  (26th,)  the  march  was  continued,  diverging  to  the 
right  at  Salem,  crossing  the  Bull  Run  mountain  through  Thor- 
oughfare Gap,  and,  passing  Gainesville,  we  reached  Bristoe  Station 
on  the  Orange  And  Alexandria  railroad  after  sunset. 

At  Gainesville,  I  was  joined  by  General  Stuart,  who,  after  leaving 
the  vicinity  of  Waterloo  Bridge,  about  two  o^clock,  A.  M.,  had,  by  a 
rapid  march,  come  up  in  time  to  render  all  useful  assistance,  ilo 
kept  upon  my  right  flank  during  the  residue  of  the  day.  My  com- 
mand was  now  in  rear  of  General  Pope^s  army,  separating  it  from  the 
Federal  capital  and  its  base  of  supply.  As  we  approached  Bristoe 
Station,  the  sound  of  cars  coming  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton 
Junction,  was  heard,  and  General  Ewell  divided  his  force  so  as  to 
take  simultaneous  possession  of  the  two  points  of  the  railroad.  Col- 
onel Munford,  with  the  second  Virginia  cavalry,  co  operated  in  this 
movement.  Two  trains  of  cars  and  some  prisoners  were  captured, 
the  largest  portion  of  the  small  Federal  force  at  that  point  making 
its  escape.  Learning  that  the  enemy  had  collected  at  Manassas 
Junction,  a  station  about  seven  miles  distant,  stores  of  great  value, 
I  deemed  it  important  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  securing  them, 
notwithstanding  tho  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  fatiguing  march 
which  would,  since  dawn,  be  over  thirty  miles,  before  reaching  the 
Junction,  Brigadier  General  Trimble  volunteered  to  proceed  there 
forthwith,  with  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  (Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fulton  commanding,)  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia,  (Major  Glover  com- 
manding,) in«  all,  about  five  hundred  men,  and  capture  the  place.  I 
accepted  the  gallant  offer,  and  gave  him  orders  to  move  without  de- 
lay. In  order  to  increase  the  prospect  of  success,  Major  General 
Stuart,  with  a  portion  of  his  cavalry,  was  .subsequently  directed  Co 
move  forward,  and,  as  the  ranking  offieer,  to  take  command  of  the 
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expedilton.    The  dntj  was  cheerfiilly  ^ndertaleen  by  all  wbo  were 
assigned  to  it,  and  most  promptly  and  saccessfuUy  executed.     Kot* 
-withstandiDg  the  Federal  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  our  infantry 
dispersed  the  ^oopa  piafted  there  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  and 
captured  eight  guns,  with  seventy  two  horses,  equipments  s^nd  am- 
munition complete,  immense  supplies  of  commissary  and  quartermas- 
ter stores,  upwards  of  two  hundred  new  tents;  and  General  Trimble 
also  reports  the  capture  of  over  three  hundred  prisoners,  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  horses,  exclusive  of  thosQ  belongiug  to^the 
artillery,  besides  recovering  over  two  hundred  negroes.     The  next 
morning,  the  divisions  under  command  of  Generals  Ilill  and   Talia-  ' 
ferro,  moved  to  Manassas  Junction,  the  division  of  General  Ewell 
remaining   at   Bristoo  Station.     About  a  mile  before  reaching  the 
Junction,  Colonel  Baylor  encountered  and  dispersed  a  regiment  of 
Federal  cavalry.     Soon  after  the  advance  of  the  troops  from  Bristoe 
Station  reached  the  Junction,  they  were  fired  upon  by  »  distant  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  posted  in  the  direction  of  the  battle-field  of  Ma- 
l^assas.     This  artillery  was  soon  driven   off,  and   retreated    in   the 
direction  of  Gentreville.     Soon  after,  a  consiierable  body  of  Federal 
infantry,  under  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  of  New  Jersey,  caiAe  in 
sight,  having,  it  is  beli*eved,  that  morning  left  Alexandria  in  the  cars, 
and  boldly  pushed  forward  to  recover  the  position  and  stores  which 
had  been  lost  the  previous  night.     The  advance  was  made  with  great 
fipirit  and  determination,  and  under  a  leader  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 
Assailed  by  the  batteries. of  Foague  and  Carpenter,  and  some  of  Gen- 
eral Hill's  division,  and  apparently  seeing  that  there  was  danger  of 
its  retreat  being  cut  ofi"  by  our  other  troops  if  it  continued   to  move 
forward,  it  soon  commenced  retreating,  and,  being  subjected  to  a  heavy 
fire  from   our  batteries,  was  soon   routed,  leaving   its   killed   and 
wounjed  upon  the  field.     Several  brigades  of  General  Hill's  division 
pressed  furward  in  pursuit.     In  this  conflict,  the  Federal  commander. 
General  Taylor,  was  mortally  wounded. 

Our  loss  was  small.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  heavy  col* 
umns  of  the  enemy  were  seen  approaching  Bristoe  Station  from  the 
direction  of  Warrenton  Junction,  and  on  the  right  of  the  railroad. 
General  Ewell  promptly  made  dispositions  to  meet  them.  So  soon  as 
the  enemy  came  within  range,  the  batteries  of  his  division  opened 
upon  them  from  their  several  positions,  as  did  also  the  sixth  and 
eighth  Louisiana  and  sixtieth  Georgia  regiments:  By  this  combined 
fire,  two  columns  of  the  enemy,  of  not  less  than  a  brigade  each,  were 
driven  back.  But  fresh  columns  soon  supplied  their  places,  and  it 
was  obvioas  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  heavy  force.  General 
Evreirs  instructions  were,  if  hard  pressed,  to  fall  back  and  join  the 
main  command  at  Manassas  Junction,  and  orders  were  accordingly 
given  for  the  withdrawal  of  his  forces  north  of  Broad  Bun.  At  (h«d 
moment  of  issuing  this  order,  a  portion  of  the  troops  were  actively 
engaged,  and.  the  enemy  advancing,  and  yet  the  withdrawal  of  the 
iivfantry  and;,  artillery  was  conducted  with  perfect  order.  General 
Early  closing  up  the  roar.  The  Federakhalted  near  Bristoe  Station^ 
<ikiid  General    Ewell    moved  without  further  molestation,   Colonel 
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Munford,  of  flie  second,  and  Colonel  Rosser,  of  tbfe  fiftt  Vrrginii 
cavalry,  bringing  up  his  rear  to  ManasstM.  The  destroctioiL  of  the 
railroad  bridge  across  Broad  Run  was  entrusted  to  Lieutenant  (now 
Captain)  Bos  well,  of  the  engineer  corps,  under  whose  «iip«ritttcn. 
dence  the  duty  was  promptly  and  efficiently  executed.  Orders  were 
given  to  supply  the  troops  with  rations  and  other  articles  which  they 
could  properly  make  subservient  to  their  use  from  the  captured  prop- 
erty. It  was  vast  in  quantity  and  of  great  value,  comprising  fifty 
thotlsand  pounds  of  bacon,  one  thousand  barrels  of  corn-beef,  two 
thousand  barrels  of  salt  pork,  two  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  quarter- 
masters', ordnance, >«nd  sutlers'  stores,  deposited  in  buildings  and  fill- 
ing two  trains  of  cars.  Having  appropriated  all  that  we  could  nse, 
and  unwilling  that  the  residue  should  again  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  who  took  possession  of  the  place  the  following  day,  orders 
were  given  to  destroy  all  that  remained  after  supplying  the  immediate 
wants  of  tbe^army.     This  was  done  during  the  night. 

General  Taliaferro  moved  his  division  that  night  across  to  the 
Warrenton  and  Alexandria  turnpike,  pursuing  the  road  to  Sttdl<*y 
mill,  and  crossing  the  turnpike  in  the  vicinity  of  IJroveton,  haked 
near  the  battle-field  on  the  21st  of  July,  186^.  Swell's  and  Hill's 
divisions  joined  Jackson's  on  the  28th.  My  command  had  hardly 
concentrated  north  of  the  turnpike  before  the  enemy's  advance  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Groveton  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton.  (Tieneral 
Stuart  kept  me  advised  of  the  general  movements  of  the  enemy^ 
whilst  Colonel  Rosser,  of  the  cavalry,  with  his  command,  and  Goie* 
nel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  commanding  Campbell's  brigade,  remained 
in  front  of  the  Federals  and  operated  against  their  advance.  Dis- 
positions were  promptly  made  to  attack  the  enemy,  based  upon  the 
idea  that  he  would  continue  to  press  forward  upon  the  turnpike  to- 
wards Alexandria.  But  as  he  did  not  appear  to  advance  in  force, 
and  there  was  reason  to  believe  his  main  body  was  leaving  the  road, 
and  inclining  towards  Manassas  Junction,  my  command  was  advanced 
through  the  woods,  leaving  Groveton  on  the  left,  until  it  reached  a 
commanding  position  near  Brawner's  house.  By  this  time  it  was 
near  sunset,  but  his  column  appeared  to  be  moving  by  with  its  flank 
exposed.  1  determined  to  attack  at  once,  which  was  vigorously  done 
by  the  divisions  of  Taliaferro  and  Ewell.  The  batteries  of  Wooding, 
Poagne  and  Carpenter  were  placed  in  position  in  front  of  Starke*9 
brigade,  and  above  the  village  of  Groveton,  and  firing  over  the  heads 
of  our  skirmishers,  poured  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the 
enemy.  This  was  responded  to  by  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy, 
forcing  our  batteries  to  select  another  position.  By  this  time,  Talia- 
ferro's command,  with  Lawton's  and  Trimble,8  brigades  on  his  iefk, 
were  advanced  from  the  woods  to  the  open  field,  and  were  now  mov- 
ing in  gallant  style  until  they  reached  an  orchard  on  the  right  of-oar 
line,  and  were  less  than  a  hundred  yards  from  a  large  force  cf  the 
enemy.  The  conflict  here  was  fierce  and  sanguinary.  Although 
largely  reinforced^  the  Federals  did  not  attempt  to  advance,  but 
maintained  their  ground  with  obstinate  determination.  Both  lines 
stood  exposed  to  the  discharge  of  musketry  and  airtiUery^  unli]  aboa^ 
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nine  b^clock^  wlien  the  enemy  slowly  fell  back,  yielding  tLe  field  td^ 
our  troops.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy,  and  among  our 
wounded  were  Major  General  Ewell  and  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro,, 
the  latter,  after  a  few  months,  was  able  to  assnme  his  duties,  the  for- 
mer, I  regret  to  say,  is  still  disabled  by  his  wound,  and  the  army 
thus  deprived  of  bis  ri^luable  services. 

This  obstinate  resistance  of  the  enemy  appears  to  have  been  for  tfaef 
purpose  of  protecting  the  flank  of  his  column  until  it  should  pastf 
the  position  occupied  by  our  troops.     Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting artillery  through  the  wodds,  I  did  not  have  so  much  of  that  arm 
as  I  desired  at  the  opening  of  the  engagement ;  but  this  want  was  met 
by  Major  Pelham,  with  the  Suart  horse  artillery,  who  dashed  forward 
on  my  right  and- opened  upon  the  enemy  at  a  moment  when  his  ser- 
vices were  much  needed.     Although  the  enemy  moved  off  under  cover 
of  the  night,  and  left  us  in  quiet '  possession  of  the  field,  he  did  not 
long  permit  us  to  remain  inactive,  or  in   doubt  as  to  his  intention  to 
renew  the  conflict.     The  next  morning  I  found  that  he  had  abandoned 
the  ground  occupied  as  the  battle-field  the  evening   before,  and  had 
moved  further  to  the  east,  and  to  lav  left,  placing  himself  between 
my.  command  and  the  Federal   capital.     My  troops  on  this  day  were 
distributed  along  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cut  of  an  unfinished  rail- 
road, (intended  as  a  part  of  the  track  to   connect  the  Manassas  road 
directly  with  Alexandria,   (stretching  from  the  Warrenton  turnpike 
in  the  direction  of  Sudley  mill.     It  was  mainly  along   the  excava- 
tion of  this  unfinished  road  that  my  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the 
29th,  Jackson's  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Starke,  on  the 
right,  E well's  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  in^ho  cea^ 
tre,  and  Hill's  division  on  the  left.  In  the  morning,  about  tea  o'clock, 
the  Federal  artillery  opened  with  spirit  and  apimation  upon  our  right, 
which  was  soon  replied  to  by  the  batteries  of  Poague,  Carpenter,  De- 
ment, Brockenbrough,  and  Latimer,   under  Major  Shumaker.     This 
lasted  for  some  time,  when  the  enemy  moved  around  more  to  our  left 
to  another  point  of  attack.     His  next  effort  was  directed  against  our 
left.     This   was  vigorously  repulsed  by   the  batteries  of  Braxton, 
Crenshaw,  and  Pegram.     About   two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  Federal  in- 
fantry, in  large  force,  advanced  to  the  attack  of  our  left,  occupied  by 
the  division   of  General  Hill.     It  pressed  forward  in    defiance   of 
oifr^fatal  and  destructive  fire  with  great  determination,  a  portion  of 
it  crossing  a  deep  out  in  the  railroad  track,  and  penetrating  in  heavy 
force  an  interval  of  near  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards,  which 
separated  the  right  of  Gregg's  from  the  left  of  Thomas'  brigade.  For 
a  short  time  Gregg's  brigade,  on   the  extreme  left,  was   isolated  from 
the  main  body  of  the  command.     But  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina  . 
regiment,  then  in  reserve,  with  the  forty -ninth  Georgia,  left  of  Col. 
Thomas',  attacked  the  exultant  enemy  with  vigor,  and  drove  them  back 
across  the  railroad   track  with  great  slaughter.     Gen.  McGowan  re- 
ports that  the  opposing  forces,  at  one  time,  delivered  their  volleys  intOk 
ea«h  other  at  the  distance  of  ten   paces.     Assault   after  assault  was 
inade  on  the  left,  exhibiting  on  the  part  of  the  enem^  great  pertina-' 
city  and  determination,  bat  every  advance  was*  most  successfully  and 
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SallsDily  driven  back.    General  Hill  reports  thit  six  sqpanle  and 
isti^ct  assaults  were  thus  met  and  repulsed  by  his  diyision,  assisted 
by  Ilajs'  brigade.   Colonel    Forno    commanding.     By  this   time  the 
brigade  of  General  Gregg,  which,,  from  its  positioa  on  the  extreme 
left,  was  most  exposed  to  the  enemy^s  attack,  had  nearly  expended  its 
ammuuition.     It  had  suffered  severely  in  its  men,  and  all  its  field  offi- 
cers, except  two,  were  killed  or  wonnded.     About  four  o^clock  it  had 
been  aesisted  by  Hay's  brigade,  (Colonel  Forno.)     It  was  now  retired 
to  the  rear  to  take  some  repose  after  seven   hours   of  severe   ser^^ice 
and  General  Early's  brigade,  of  Ewell's,  division,  with  the  eighth  Lou- 
isiana regiment,  took  its  place.     On  reaching  his  position.  General 
Early  found  that  the  enemy  had  obtained  possession  of  the  railroad  and 
a  piece  of  wood  in  front,  there  being  at  this  point  a  deep  cut,  which 
furnished  a  strong  defence.     Moving  through  a  field,   he   advanced 
upon  the  enemy,  drove  them   from^  the  wood  and  railroad   cut  with 
greait  slaughter,  and  followed  in   pursuit   some   two  hundred  yards. 
The  thirteenth  Georgia  at  the  same  time  advanced  to  tile  railroaui  and 
crossed  with  Early's  brigade.     As  it  was  not  desirable  to  bring  on  a 
general  engagement  that  evening.  General  Early  was  recalled  to  the 
railroad,  where  Thomas,  Pender  and  Archer  had  firmly  maintained 
their  positions  during  the  day.     Early  kept   his  position  there  umil 
the  following  morning.     Brigadier  General  Field  and  Colonel  Forno 
(commanding    Hays'    brigade)    were  severely   wounded.     Brigadier 
General   Trimble   was    also   seriously  wounded.     Daring   the  day, 
a  force   of  the  enemy  penetrated  the  wood  in  my  rear,  endanger- 
ing the  safety  of  my  ambulances  and  train.     Upon  being  advised  of 
this,  by  £reneral  Stuart,  I  sent  a  body  of  infantry  to  drive  them  from 
the  woocT     But  in  the  meantime,  the  vigilant  Pelham  had  unlim* 
bored  his  battery  and  dispersed   that   portion   of  them  which  had 
reached  the  wood.     At  a  later  period.  Major  Patrick,  of  the  cavalry, 
who  was  by  General  Stuart  entrusted   with   guarding  the  train,  was 
atta^ckod,  and  although  it  was   promptly  and  effectually  repulsed,  it 
was  not  without  the  loss  of  that  intrepid  officer,  who  fell  in. the  attack 
whilst  setting  an  example  of  gallantry,  to  his  men  well  worthy  of  imi- 
tation.    During  the  day,  the  commanding  General  arrived,  and  also 
General  Longstreet,  with  his  command.  On  the  following  day,  (3oth) 
my  command  occupied  the  ground,  and  the  divisions  the  same  relative 
position  to  each  other,  and  to  the  field,  which  they  held  the  day  be- 
fore, forming  the  left  wing  of  the  army.     General  Longstreet's  com- 
mand formed   the   right   wing.     A  large  quantity   of  artillery   was 
posted  upon  a  commanding  eminence  in  the  centre. 

After  some  desultory  skirmishing  and  heavy  cannon(^ding  daring 
the  day,  the  Federal  infantry,  about,  four  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
moved  from  under  cover  of  the  wood  and  advanced  in  several  lines, 
first  engaging  the  right,  but  soon  extending  its  attack  to  t}ie  centre 
and  left.  In  a  few  moments  our  entire  line  was  engaged  in  a  fierce 
and  sanguinary  struggle  with  the  enemy.  As  .one  line  was  repulsed, 
another  took  its  place  and  pressed  forward  as  if  determined,  by  force 
of  numbers  andifury  of  assault,  to  drive  us  from  our  positions.  So 
impetuous  and  well  sustained  were  these  onsets  as  to  induce  me  to 
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«nd  to  the  eommM^ng  General  for  remforceoitatd,  bat  the  timely 
^d  gmllant  advaiice  of  General  Longetreet,  on  the  right,  relieved  my 
troops  from  the  pressure  of  overwhelm ing  numbers  and  gave  to  those 
¥raye  men  the  chances  of  a  more  equal  conflict.  As  Longstrect 
presAd  upon  the  right,  the  Federal  advance  was  checked,  and  soon  a 

Jeneral  advance  of  my  whole  line  was  ordered.  Eagerly  and  fiercely 
id  each  brigade  press  forward,  exhibiting  in  parts  of  the  field  scenes 
<»f  close  ettconnter  and  morderons  strife  not  witnessed  often  in  the 
turmoil  of  battle.  The  Federals  gave  way  before  our  troops,  fell 
back  in  disordor,  and  Bed  precipitately,  leaving  thdir  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  During  their  retreat  the  artillery  opened  witb 
destructive  power  upon  the  fugitive  masses.  The  infantry  followed 
until  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit. 

Oar  loss  was  heavy  ;  that  of  the  enemy»  as  shown  by  the  battle* 
field,  of  which  we  were  in  possession,  much  heavier.  Among  the 
losses  was  Colb/iel  Baylor,  commanding  Winder^s  brigade,  who  fell  in 
front  ofTiis  brigade,  whilst  nobly  leading  it  on  to  the  charge.  We 
captured  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  with  their  caissons,  and  six  thou- 
sand five  h«ndred  and  twenty  small  arms  were  collected  from  th^ 
battle-field. 

It  beiDJE  ascertained  next  morning  that  the  Federal  army  had 
retreated  in  the  direction  of  Gentreville,  I  was  ordered  by  the  com- 
manding  General  to  turn  that  position.  Grossing  Bull  Run  at 
Sodley  ford^  thence  pursuing  a  country  road  until  we  reached  tlM 
Little  River  turnpike,  Which  we  followed  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax 
Court- House  until  the  troops  halted  for  the  night.  Early  next  morn* 
ing,  September  Ist,  wo  moved  forward,  and  late  in  the  evening,  after 
reaching  Ox  Hill,  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  who  were  in  posi- 
tion on  our  right  and  front,  covering  his  line  of  retreat  from  Centre- 
wille  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  Our  line  of  battle  was  formed — 
General  Hill's  division  on  the  right;  Swell's  division,  General 
Lawton  commanding,  in  the  centre ;  and  Jackson's  division.  General 
Starke  (commanding,  on  the  left — all  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike 
x-oad.  Artillery  was  posted  on  am  eminence  to  the  left  of  the  road. 
The  brigades  of  Branch  and  Field,  Colonel  Brockenbrough  command^ 
ing  the.  latter,  were  sent  forward  to  feel  and  engage  the  enemy.  A 
cold  and  drenching  thunder  shower  swept  over  the  field  at  this  tirne^ 
striking  directly  into  the  faces  of  our  troops.  These  two  brigades 
gallantly  engaged  the  enemy,  but  so  severe  was  the  fire  in  front  and 
flank  of  Branch'^B  brigade  as  to  produce  in  it  some  disorder  and  fall-  . 
ing  back.  The  brigades  of  Gregg,  Thomas  and  Pender  were  then 
thrown  into  the  fight.  Soon  a  portion  of  Ewell's  division  became . 
engaged.  The  conflict  now  raged  with  great  fury,  the  enemy  obsti- 
nately aiMl  desperately  contesting  the  ground  until  their  Generals 
Kearney  and  Stephens  fell  in  front  of  Thomas'  brigade,  after  which 
thev  retired  from  the  field. 

By  the  following  morning  the  Federal  army  had  entirely  disappeared 
from  our  view,  and  it  soon  appeared,  by  a  report  from  General  Stuart^ 
that  it  had  passed  flirfax  Court-House  and  had  moved  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Washington  city. 
7 
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On  the  Srd  of  September  we  lefk  Ox  Hill,  taking  tke  road  hj 
Dranesville  and  Leesburg,  and  on  the  4th  biTonacked  near  the  Big 
Spring,  between  Leesbnrg  and  the  Potomao. 

The  official  reports  of  the  casual  ties  of  mj  command,  in  its  opera^ 
tions  from  the  Rappahannock  to  the  Potomac,  will  show  a  litea  of 
soventy-five  officers  killed  and  two  hundred  and  soTenty-tbree 
wonnded,  seven  hundred  and  thirty  non-commissioned  officers  and 
officers  and  privates  killed,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  serenty 
four  wounded,  and  thirty-five  missing,  making  a  total  loss  of  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery,  discharged  bis  duties 
well.  The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  during  the  various  engage- 
ments described  was  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  great  praise.  The 
wounded  were  skillfully  cared  for  by  my  medical  director.  Dr.  Hun- 
ter McGuire.  In  the  transmission  of  orders  I  was  greatly  assisted, 
daring  the  expedition,  by  the  following  members  of  my  staff:  Crolo- 
«<d  A.  Smead,  assistant  inspector  general ;  Major  E.  F.  Paxton, 
-meting  assistant  adjutant  general;  Captain  R.  £.  Wilboum,  chief 
signal  officer ;  first  Lieutenant  H.  B:  Douglas,'  assistant  inspector 
general ;  first  Lieutenant  J^  6.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp,  and  Colonel 
IVilliam  L.  Jackson,  volunteer  aid-de-camp.  Captain  Wilboum  was 
ao  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Groveton  as  to  be  unable  to  go 
further  with  the  army..  The  ordnance,  quartermaster  and  commis- 
aary  departments  were  well  managed  by  their  respective  ehiefs. 
Majors  6.  H.  Baer,  J.  A.  Uarman,  and  W.  J.  Hawks. 

For  further  information,  respecting  the  detailed  movements  of 
troops  and  the  conduct  of  individuals,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you 
to  the  accompanying  reports. 

For  these  great  and  signal  victories  our  sincere  and  hnmble  thanks 
are  due  unto  Almighty  God.  We  should  in  all  things  acknawledge 
the  hand  of  Him  who  reigns  in  Heaven  and  rules  among  the  armies 
of  men.  In  view  of  the  arduous  labors  and  great  privations  the 
troops  were  called  to  endure,  and  the  isolated  and  perilous  poeitioa 
which  the  command  occupied,  while  ^  engaged  with  greatly  superior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  we  can  but  express  the  grateful  conviction  of 
onr  mind,  that  God  was  with  us  and  gave  to  us  the  victory,  and  unto 
His  holy  name  be  the  praise. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Lieutermnt  General, 
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REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  JACKSON  OF  OPE- 
RATIONS  FROM  5th  TO  27th  SEPTEMBER,  1862. 

HEAiyquARTEBS  Second  Coups,  A.  N.  V.,  >  • 
April  23,  1863.      J 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Chilton,  A,  A.  General : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  from  the  5th  to  the  27th  of  September,. 
1862,  embracing  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  the  engagement  at 
Shepherdstown  and  so  much  of  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg  as  was  fought 
by  the  troops  under  my  command*: 

My  tsommand  comprised  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  consisting  of  the 
brigades  of  Branch,  Gregg,  Field,  ( Colonel  Brockenbrough,  com- 
manding,) Pender,  Archer  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with  the  batteries  of 
the  division,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  L.  Walker ;  Evfell's  divis- 
ion, under  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of 
Early,  Hays,  (Colonel  Strong,)  Trimble,  (Cojonel  Walker,)  and  La\i-- 
ton,  (Colonel  Douglas,)  with  the  artillery,  under  Major  Courtnay;; 
and  Jackson's  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Starke,  consisting  of 
the  brigades  of  Winder,  ( Colonel  Grigsby, )  Jones,  ( Colonel  B*  X- 
Johnson,)  Taliaferro,  (Colonel  Warren,)  and  Starke,  (Colonel  Staf- 
ford,) with  the  artillery,  under  Major  Shumaker,  chief  of  artillery. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  my  command*  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
White's  ford,  and  bivouacked  that  night  near  the  Three  Springs,  in, 
the  State  of  Maryland.  Not  having  any  cavalry  with  me  except  the 
Black  Horse,  under  Captain  Randolph,  I  directed  him  after  crossing; 
the  Potomac,  to  take  part  of  his  company  and-  scout  to  the  right,  in. 
order  to  avoid  a  surprise  of  the  column  from  that  direction.  For  the 
thorough  and  efficient  manner  in  which  this  duty  wiis  discharged,  and 
for  the  valuable  service  rendered  generally,  whilst  attached  to  rnj 
headquarters,  I  desire  to  make  special  Ynention  of  this  company  audt 
its  officers.  Captain  Randolph  and  Lieutenants  Paine,  Tyler  andi 
Smith,  who  frequently  transmitted  orders  in  the  absence  of  staff  offi^ 
cers. 

The  next  day  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick  city,  /ack* 
8on'«  division  encamped  near  its  suburbs,  except  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Jones,  (Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson  commanding,)  which  wail 
posted  in  the  city  as  a  provost  guard.  Ewell's  and  lull's  diyisiona 
occupied  positions  near  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Monocaoy,  guard- 
ing the  approaches  from  Washington  city. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  commanding  General,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  the  Federal  forces  and  stores^  then  at  Mar-< 
tinsburg  and  Harper's  Ferry,  my  command  left  the  yioinity  of  Fred-. 
erick  city  on  the  10th,  and  passing  rapidly  through  MiddletowB,. 
Boonsborough  and  Williamsport,  recrossA  the  Potomac  into  Yirffinis^ 
at  Light's  ford,  on  the  lltb.    General  Hill  moved  irith  his  diTiaiop 
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on  fte  tuFspfke,  direct  from  Williamsport  to  MArtin^barg.  The 
divisions  of  Jackson  and  Ewell  proceeded  towards  the  North  moun- 
tain depot,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  about  seren  miles 
northwest  of  Martinsburg.  They  bivouacked  that  night  in  the  Ticinitj 
of  the  depot  in  order  to  prevent  the  Federal  forces,  then  at  Martins- 
burg, from  escaping  westward  unobserved.  Major  Myers,  command- 
ing the  cavalry,  sent  part  of  his  troops  as  far  south  as  the  Berkelej 
and  Hampshire  turnpike.  Brigadier  General  White,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Federal  forces  at  Martinsburg,  becoming  advised  of  our 
approach,  evacuated  the  place  on  the  night  of  the  11th  and  retreated 
to  Harper's  Ferry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  IStb,  our  cavalry  entered  the  town,  as,  ia 
the  course  of  the  day,  did  the  main  body  of  my  command.  At  this 
point,  abandoned  quartermaster,  commissary  and  ordnance  stores  fell 
into  our  hands.  Proceeding  thence  towards  Harper^s  Ferry,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  following  morning  (13th,)  the  head  of  our 
column  came  in  view  of  the  enemy,  drawn  up  in  force  upon  Bolivar 
Heights.  General  Hill,  who  was  in  the  advance,  went  into  camp  near 
Hulitown,  about  two  miles  from  the  enemy's  position.  The  two  other 
divisions  encamped  near  by. 

The  commanding  General  having  directed  Major  General  McLaws 
to  move  with  his  own  and  General  B.  H.  Anderson's  divisions  to  take 
possession  of  the  Maryland  Heights  overlooking  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
Brigadier  General  J.  G.  Walker,  pursuing  a  different  route,  to  cross 
the  Potomac  and  move  up  that  river  on  the  Virginia  side  and  occupy 
the  Loudon  Heights,  both  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  me,  it 
became  necessary  before  making  the  attack  to  ascertain  whether  they 
were  in  position.  Failing  to  leani  the  fact  by  signals,  a  courier  was 
dispatched  to  each  of  those  points  for  the  required  information.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  courier*to  the  Loudon  Heights  returned  with  a  mes- 
sage from  General  Walker  that  he  was  in  position.  In  the  meantime 
General  McLaws  had  attacked  the  Federal  force  posted  to  defend  the 
Maryland  Heights,  had  routed  it,  and  taken  possession  of  that  com- 
manding position.  The  Potomac  river  flowed  between  the  positions 
respectively  occupied  by  General  McLaws  and  myself,  and  the  Shenan- 
doah seperated  me  from  General  Walker,  and  it  became  advisable,  as 
the  speediest  mode  of  communication,  to  resort  to  signals.  Before  ' 
the  necessary  orders  were  thus  transmitted,  the  day  was  iar  advanced. 

The  enemy  had,  by  fortifications,  strengthened  the  naturally  strong 
position  he  occupied  along  Bolivar  Heights,  extending  from  near  the 
Shenandoah  to  the  Potomac.  McLaws  and  Walker,  being  thus  sepa- 
rated from  the  enemy,  by  intervening  rivers,  would  afford  no  assist- 
ance beyond  the  fire  of  their  artillery  and  guarding  certain  avenues 
of  escape  to  the  enemy.  And  from  the  reports  received  from  them, 
by  signals,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  and  range  of  their  guns, 
not  much  could  be  expected  from  their  artillery,  so  long  as  the  enemy 
vetained  his  advanoed  position  on  Bolivar  Heights. 

In  the  afternoon,  Genera|  Hill  was  ordered  to  moYe  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  Shenandoah,  turn  the  enemy's  left,  and  enter  Harper's 
Perry.    General  Lawton,  commanding  Ew^I's  dirision,  waa  directed 
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to  moYft  along  the  turnpike  for  the  pnrpose  of  sopporting  General 
Hill,  and  of  otherwiise  operating  against  the  enemy  to  his  left.  Gen« 
eral  J.  R.  Jonee,  commanding  Jackson's  division^  was  directed,  with 
one  of  his  brigades  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  make  ,a  demonstra- 
tion against  the  enemy's  right,  whilst  the  remaining  part  of  his  com** 
mand,  as  a  reserve,  moved  along  the  tnrnpike.  Major  Massie,  com- 
manding the  cavalry,  was  directed  to  keep  upon  our  left  flank  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  escaping.  Brigadier  General 
Walker  guarded  against  an  escape  across  the  Shenandoah  river. 
Fearing  lest  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  escape  aoross  the  Potomac, 
by  means  of  signals  I  called  the  atention  of  Major  General  McLaws, 
commanding  on  the  Maryland  Heights,  to  the  propriety  of  guarding 
against  such  an  attempt.  The  demonstration  on  the  left  against  the 
enemy's  right  was  made  by  Winder's  brigade,  (Colonel  Grigsby  com- 
manding )  It  was  ordered  to  secure  a  commanding  hill  to  the  left  of 
the  heights,  near  the  Potomac.  Promptly  dispersing  some  cavalry, 
this  eminence,  from  which  the  batteries  of  Poague  and  Carpenter  sub* 
scquently  did  such  admirable  execution,  was  secured  without  diffi- 
culty. In  execution  of  the  order  given  Major  General  Hill,  he  moved 
obliquely  to  the  right  until  he  struck  the  Shenandoah  river.  Ob- 
serving an  eminence  crowning  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy's  line, 
occupied  by  infantry,  but  without  artillery,  and  protected  only  by  an 
abattis  of  fallen  timber,  Pender,  Archer  and  Brockenbrough  were  di- 
rected to  gain  the  crest  of  that  hill,  while  Branch  and  Gregg  were 
directed  to  march  along  the  river,  and,  during  the  night,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  ravines,  cutting  the  precipitous  banks  of  the  river,  and 
establish  themselves  on  the  plain  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's 
works.  Thomas  followed  as  a  reserve.  The  execution  of  the  first  move- 
ment, was  entrusted  to  Brig.  Gen.  Pender,  who  accomplished  it  with 
slight  resistance;  and  during  the  night,  Lieut.  Colonel  Walker,  chief  of 
artillery  of  Hill's  division,  brought  up  the  batteries  of  Captains  Pe- 
gram,  Mcintosh,  Davidson,  Braxton  and  Crenshaw,  and  established 
them  upon  the  position  thus  gained.  Branch  and  Gregg  also  gained 
the  positions  indicated  for  them,  and  daybreak  found  them  In  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line  of  defence. 

As  directed,  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  commanding  Ewell's  di- 
vision, moved  on  the  turnpike  in  three  columns — one  on  the  road,  and 
another  on  each  side  of  it — until  he  reached  Hulltown,  when  he 
formed  line  of  batlle  and  advanced  to  the  woods  on  School-House  hill. 
The  division  laid  on  their  arms  during  the  night,  Lawton  and  Trimble* 
being  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Hays  on  the  left,  with* 
Early  immediately  in  his  rear.  During  the  night,  Colonel  Crutch- 
field,  my  chief  of  artillery,  crossed  ten  guns  of  Ewell's  diYision  over 
the  Shenandoah  and  established  them  on  its  right  bank,  ao  as  to  enfi* 
lade  the  enemy's  position,  on  Boliver  Heights,  and  take  his  nearest 
and  most  formidable  fortifioations  in  reverse.  The  other  batteries  of 
Ewell's  division  were  placed  in  position  on  School-House  hill,  on  each 
Bide  of  the  road. 

At  dawn,  September  15th,  General  Lawton  advanced  his  division 
to  the  front  of  the  woods,  Lawton's  brigade  (Colonel  Douglas  eon> 
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manding,)  mored  bj  flank,  to  the  bottom  between  Scbool-House  liill 
and  Bolivar  Heights,  to  support  the  advance  of  Major  General  Mill. 
Lientenant  Colonel  Walker  opened  a  rapid  enfilade  fire  from  all  his 
batteries  at  about  one  thousand  yards  range.   The  batteries  on  School- 
House  hill,  attacked  the  enemy's  lines  in  front.     In  a  short  time  the 
guna  of  Captains  Brown,  Garber,  Latimer  and  Dement,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  opened  from  the  rear.     The  batteries 
of  Poague  and  Carpenter  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  right.     The 
artillery  upon  the  Loudon  Heights,  of  Brigadier  General  Walker's 
command,  under  Captain  French,  which  had  silenced  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery near  the  superintendent's  house  on  the  preceding  afteruooziy 
again  opened  upon  Harper's  Ferry,  and  also  some  guns  of  Major 
General  McLaws  from  the  Maryland  Heights.     In  an  hour,  the  en* 
emy^s  fire  seemed  to  be  silenced,  and  the  batteries  of  General   Hill 
were  ordered  to  cease  their  fire,  which  was  the  signal  for  storming  the 
works.     General  Pender  had  commenced  his  adrance,  when  the  en- 
emy again  openipg,  Pegram  and  Crenshaw  moved  forward  their  bat- 
teries, and  poured  a  rapid  fire  into  the  enemy.     The  white  flag  was 
now  displayed,  and  shortly  afterwards  Brigadier  General  White  (the 
commanding  officer.  Colonel  D.  8.  Miles,  having  having  been'mortallj 
wounded,)  with  a  garrison  of  about  eleven  thousand  men,  surrendered 
as  prisoners  of  war.     Under  this  capitulation,  we  took  possession  of 
seventy-three  pieces  of  artillery,  some  thirteen  thousand  small  arms, 
and  other  stores.     Liberal  terms  were  granted  to  General  White,  and 
the  officers  under  his  command,  in  the  surrender,  which,  I  regret  to 
say,  do  not  seem,  from  subsequent  events,  to  have  been  properly  ap- 
preciated by  their  Government. 

'  Leaving  General  Hill  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Federal  troops, 
and  take  the  requisite  steps  for  securing  the  captured  stores,  I  moved, 
in  obedince  to  orders  from  the  commanding  General,  to  rejoin  him  in 
Maryland,  with  the  remaining  divisions  of  my  command.  By  a  se- 
vere night  march,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Sharpsburg  on  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  16th. 

By  direction  of  (he  commanding  General,  I  advanced  on  the  en- 
emy,  leaving  Sharpsburg  to  the  right,  and  took  position  to  the  left  of 
General  Longstreet,  near  a  Dunkard  church,  Ewell's  division  (Gene* 
ral  Law  ton  commanding)  forming  the  right,  and  Jackson's  division 
^General  J.  R.  Jones  commanding)  forming  the  left  of  my  command. 
Major  General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry,  was  on  my  left.  Jackson's 
•division  (General  Jones  commanding)  was  formed  partly  in  an  open 
field,  and  partly  in  the  woods,' with  its  right  resting  upon  the  Sharps-^ 
burg  and  Hagerstown  turnpikes ;  Windei^s  and  Jones' brigades  being 
in  front,  and  Taliaferro's  and  Starke's  brigades  a  short  distance  in 
their  rear,  and  Poague's  battery  on  a  knoll  in  front. 

Ewell's  division  followed  that  of  Jackson  to  the  woods  on  the  left 
of  the  road  near  the  church.  Early's  brigade  w»s  then  formed  on 
the  left  of  the  line  of  Jackson's  division,  to  guard  its  flank,  and 
Hays'  brigade  was  formed  in  its  rear.  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brig- 
ades remained,  during  the  evening,  with  arms  stacked,  near  the 
*chQrch. 
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A  batt^  of  the  6nemy»  some  fire  handred  yards  to  the  front  of 
Jackson's  division,  opening  fire  upon  a  battery  to  the  right,  was  si^ 
leneed  in  twenty  minutes  by  a  rapid  and  well  directed  fire  from 
Poague's  battery.  Other  batteries  of  the  enemy  opened  soon  after 
upon  our  lines,  and  the  firing  continued  until  after  dark. 

About  ten,  P.  M.,  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades  advanced  to 
the  front  to  relieve  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hood,  (on  the 
left  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,)  which  had  been  more  or  less  en- 
gaged daring  the  evening.  Trimble's  brigade-  was  posted  on  the 
right,  next  to  Ripley's^  of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  Lawton's  on  the  left. 

The  troops  slept  that  night  upon  their  arms,  disturbed  by  the  oc- 
casional fire  of  the  pickets  of  the  two  armies,  who  were  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other.  At  the  first  dawn  of  day,  skirmishing  com* 
menced  in  front,  and  in  a  short  time  the  Federal  batteries,  so  posted 
on  the  opposite  srde  of  the  Anteitam  as  to  enfilade  my  line,  opened 
a  severe  and  damaging  fire.  This  was  vigorously  rej^lied  to  by  the 
batteries  of  Poague,  Carpenter,  Brockenbpugh,  Raines,  Caskie  and 
Wooding.  About  sunrise,  the  Federal  infantry  advanced  in  heavy 
force  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  turnpike, 
driving  in  our  skirmishers.  Batteries  were  opened  in  ff  out  from  the 
wood  with  shell  and  canister,  and  our  troops  became  exposed,  for 
near  an  hour,  to  a  terrific  storm  of  shell,  canlister  and  musketry.  Gen- 
eral Jones  having  been  compelled  to  leave  the  field,  the  command  of 
Jackson's  division  devolved  upon  General  Starke.  With  heroic 
spirit,  our  lines  advanced  to  the  conflict,  and  maintained  their  posi- 
tion in  the  face  of  superior  numbers  w\th  stubborn  resolution,  some- 
times driving  the  enemy  before  them,  and  sometimes  compelled  to  fall 
back  before  their  well  sustained  and  destructive  fire.  Fresh  troops 
from  time  to  time  relieved  the  enemy's  ranks,  and  the  carnage  (m 
both  sides  was  terrific.  At  this  early  hour.  General  Starke  was 
killed,.  Colonel  Douglas,  (commanding  Lawton's  brigade,)  was  also 
killed.  General  Ijawton,  commanding  division,  and  Colonel  Walker, 
commanding  brigade,  .were  severely  wounded.  More  than  half  of  the 
brigades  of  Lawton  and  Hays  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and 
more  than  a  third  of  Trimble's,  and  all  the  regimental  commanders 
in  those  brigades,  except  two,  were  killed  or  wounded.  Thinned  in 
theip  ranks,  and  exhausted  of  their  ammunition,  Jackson's  division 
and  the  brigades  of  Lawton,  Hays  and  Trimble,  retired  to  the  rear^ 
and  Hood,  of  Longstreet's  command,  again  took  the  position  %om 
which  he  had  been  before  relieved.  In  the  meantime,  General  Stuart 
moved  his  artillery  to  a  position  nearer  to  the  main  command,  and 
more  in  our  rear.  Early  being  now  directed,  in  consequence  of  the 
disabilitv  of  General  Lawton,  to  take  command  of  Ewell's  division^ 
returned  with  his  brigade  (with  the  exception  of  the  thirteenth  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  which  remained  with  General  Stuart,)  to  the  piece  of 
wood  where  he  had  left  the  other  brigades  of  his  division  when  he  waa 
separated  from  them.  Here  he  found  that  the  enemy  had  advanced 
his  infantry  near  the  wood,  in  which  was  the  Dunkard  church,  and 
had  planted  a  battery  across  the  turnpike,  near  the  edge  of  the  wood 
and  an  open  field,  and  that  the  brigades  of  Lawton,  Hays  and  Trim- 
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Ue  bad  fallen  back  some  diBtaftce  to  the  rear.    Fio4Hig  here  Cofonels 
Grigsbj  and  Stafford,   with  a  portion  of  Jaekson's  diviaioii,   wfaich 
formed  on  his  left,  be  determined  to  maintain  his  position  there  if  re* 
inforcementa  could  be  seat  to  his  stipport,  of  which  he  was  proioplij 
assured.     Colonel  Grigsbj,  with  his  small  command,  kepi  in  cheek 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  left  flank,  while  General  Early  at- 
tacked, with  great  vigor  and  gallantry,  the  column  on  his  right  nui 
front.     The  force  in  front  was  giving  way  nnder  this  attack,   wken 
another  heavy  column  of  Federal  troops  wero  seen  moving  across  the 
plateau  on  his  left  flank.     By  this  time  the  expected  reinforcements, 
consisting  of  Semmes'  f  nd  Anderson^s  brigades  and  a  part  of  Barks- 
dale's,  of  McLaw^s  division,  aT rived,  and  the  whole,  inclading  Grigs- 
by's  command,  now  united,  charged  upon  the  enemy,  checking  hia 
advance,  then  driving  him  back,  with  great  slaughter,  entirely  from 
and  beyond  this  wood,  and  gaining  possession  of  our  original  posi* 
tion.     No  further  advance,  beyond  demonstrations,  was  made  by  the 
enemy  on  the  left.     In  the  afternoon,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General,  I  moved  to  the  left  with  a  view  te 
turning  the  Federal  right;  but  I  found   his  numeroi}S  artillery  se 
{udiciously  established  in  their  front  and  extending  so^ear  to  the  Po- 
tomac, which  here  makes  a  remarkable  bend, 'as  will  be  seen  by  refer* 
ence  to  the  map  herewith  annexed,  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  to 
hazard  the  attempt.     In  this  movement.  Major  General  Stuart  had 
the  advance,  and  acted  his  part  well.     This  officer  rendered  valuable 
service  throughout  the  day.     His  bold  use  of  artillery  secured  for  us 
an  important  position,  which,  had  the   enemy  possessed,  might  have, 
commanded  our  left.     At  the  close  of  the  day,  my  troops  held  the 
ground  which  they  had  occupied  in  the  morning.     The  next  day  we 
remained  in  position  awaiting  another  attack.     The  enemy  continued 
in  heavy  force  west  of  the  Anteitam  on  our  left^  but  made  no  further 
movement  to  the  attack. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  for  the  ope- 
rations  of  his  command  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg.  Arriving  upon 
the  battle-field  from  Harper's  Ferry  at  half-past  two  o'clock  of  the 
17th,  he  reported  to  the  commanding  General,  and  was  by  him 
directed  to  take  position  on  the  right.  I  have  not  embraced  the 
movements  of  his  division,  nor  his  killed  and  wounded  of  that  action, 
in  my  report. 

Sarly  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  we  recrossed  the  Potomac  river 
into  Virginia  near  Shepherdstdwn.  The  promptitude  and  success 
with  which  this  movement  was  effected  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon 
the  skill  and  energy  of  Major  Harman,  chief  quartermaster.  In  the 
evening,  the  command  moved  on  the  road  leading  to  Martinsburg, 
except  Lawton's  brigade,  (Colonel  Lamar,  of  the  sixty-first  Georgia^ 
commanding,)  which  was  left  on  the  Potomac  heights. 

On  the  same  day  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  cpmmeneed  planting  heavy  batte- 
ries on  its  heights.  In  the  evening,  the  Federals  commenced  crossing 
nnder  the  protection  of  their  guns,  driving  off  Lawton's  brigade  and 
Genera]  Pendleton's  artillery.    By  morning,  a  considerable  force  had 
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crossed  orer.  Orders  were  despatched  to  Generals  Bnrlj  and  Hill, 
who  had  advtinced  some  four  miles  on  the  Martinsbnrg  road,  to  retarn 
and  drive  back  the  enemy.  General  Hill,  who  was  in  the  advance, 
as  he  approached  the  town,  formed  his  line  of  battle  in  two  lines,  the 
first  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Pender,  Gregg  and  Thomas,  nnder 
the  command  of  General  Gregg,  and  the  second  of  Lane's,  Archer's 
and  Broekenbrongh*s  brigades,  nnder  command  of  General  Archer. 
General  Early,  with  the  brigades  of  Early,  Trimble  and  Hays,  took 
position  in  the  wood  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
ford.  The  Federal  infantry  lined  the  high  banks  of  the  Virginia 
shore,  while  their  artillery,  formidable  in  numbers  and  weight  of 
metal,  crowned  the  opposite  heights  of  the  Potomac.  General  Hill's 
division  advanced  with  great  gallantry  against  the  Federal  infantry, 
in  the  face  of  a  continuous  discharge  of  shot  and  shell  from  their 
battenes.  The  Federals,  massing  in  front  of  Pender,  poured  a  heavy 
fire  into  his  ranks,  ^nd  then  extending  with  a  view  to  turn  his  left. 
Archer  promptly  formed  on  Pender's  left,  when  a  simultaneous  charge 
was  made,  which  drove  the  enemy  into  the  river,  followed  by  an  ap- 
palling scene  of  the  destruction  of  human  life.  Two  hundred  pris- 
oners were  taken.  This  position,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  we  con- 
tinued to  hold  that  day,  although  exposed  to  the  enemy's  guns  and 
within  range  of  his  sharpshooters,  posted  near  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal.  Our  infantry,  remained  at  the  river  until  relieved  by 
cavalry,  under  General  Fitzhogh  Lee. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  the  command  moved  from  Shepherds- 
town  and  encamped  near  the  Opequon,  in  the  vicinity  of  Martinsburg. 
We' remained  near  Martinsburg  until  the  27th,  when  we  moved  to 
Bunker  Hill,  in  the  county  of  Berkeley. 

The  official  list  of  casualties  of  my  command,  during  the  period 
embraced  in  this  report,  will  show  that  we  sustained  a  loss  of  thirty- 
eight  officers  killed  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  wounded,  of 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
killed,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  wounded,  and  fifty- 
seven  missing  ;  making  a  total  loss  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON,  Lieutenant  General. 
Official : 

Charles  J.  Faolkner,  Lieut.  Col.  and  A.  A.  G. 


Headquarters  op  Lieutenant  General  Ewell,  > 

July,   1563.  •  5 

Major:  I  herewith  forward  to  you  the  last  of  General  Jackson's 
official  report.    I  found  the  two  missing  pages,  and  had  the  whole 
re-copied.     Yon  will  now  oblige  me  by  having  my  resignation  ap- 
proved by  General  Lee  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
^  I  am,  truly  yours, 

CHARLES  J.  FAULKNER. 
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I  certify  that  the  above  it  an  anthentie  report  by  Lieatenant  Gen- 
eral Jackson  of  the  operations  of  his  command  from  the  5th  to  the 
27th  September,  1862;  that,  after  undergoing  his  last  revision,  Le 
bad  directed  it  to  be  copied,  with  a  view  to  its  being  signed  and  for- 
warded by  him,  which  purpose  was  interrupted  by  movements  of 
General  Hooker,  resulting  in  the  battle  of  Cbancellorsville'.  There 
is  an  omission  of  that  customary  notice  of  his  staff,  which  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  inserting  in  the  final  copy  of  his  reports,  previoas  to  its 
being  forwarded. 

CHARLES  J.  FAULKNER,  A.  A.  G. 
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JST  OF  CASTJALTIESHn  t/ie  fights  atSoonshoro\  ChamptorCs  Gap, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Sharpsbtirg,  and  Shtpherdstoxon,  in  September,    1862  : 


B«glm«nt« 


t  Virginia, 

h  VlrglDto,. 

th  Virginia.  

ih  Virginia,  

,th  Virginia, 

h  VirKlnla, 

l:h  Virginia, 

Mh  Virginia,....   

UhVlrglot», 

{ih  Virginia, 

lih  North  Carolina, 

Hh  North  Oarolina, 

>th  North  Can>llna, 

Hh  North  Oarolloa, 

iMDRh's  Battery, 

'Ih  Virginia, 

5'h  North  Carolina, 

^h  North  Carolina, 

Tih  North  Carolina, 

rd  AriianMa 

'rmoh's  Battery, 

ih  0«»org1a, 

th  Georgia, 

Lii  Georgia, 

Ith  Georgia, 

St  Georgia, 

ih  Alabama, 

'h  North  CvroUnty 

od  MiMiralppl. 

lih  M«Miti>ippl, 

8.h  Georgia, 

stTexM, f 

ihTfxii, . 

\\\  Texat,. 

lampion  uegloa, 

teillj-'i  Battery, 

}4rden'8  Battery, 

t'whman**  Battory, 

Till  Georgia^ 
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idBoath  Carolina, 

thHouth  Carolina, 
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nh  Georgia, 
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^ih  UinlMippI, 
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Regiment. 


*rd  Georglft. 

2a. i4  a6«>riilK, 

44th  Alttbama, 

Mrd  Vlrifinia»  

67th  Virginia, 

14th  VIrKliilH, 

29th  Virginia, , 

S:h  AliibHDin, 

9th  Alal)«ma, 

It'h  Alabama, 

irh  Alabama 

14th  Alabama, 

81  Virelnla, 

8th  Kloridn, 

2d  Florida, 

2«1  MlHtiiMlpul  bnttMlion. 

12lh  MlflJ^lMipp 

16th  Misaisiiiiipi,.... . ... 

19(h  MiMliiriippi, 

12lh  Virginia, 

16ih  Virulnin, 

Cih  Virginia, 

4lHt  Virginia, 

4'h  Virginia, 

nth  Virginia, 

2Tth  Virginia, 

3ad  Virginia, 

T?Htt«»rio!», 

23.1  Vlrkrlnl.i, 

47ih  Virifinin, 

48lli  Viririiiia, 

S7ih  I  irglniji 

Danville  artillery,  

9'1  linuifflana,  

9ih  Louiriiann, 

Iflth  Loulsinnn, 

loih  Louisinoa, 

\-*i  Louisiana, 

Bntt«rio8, 

13th  Of'oruix 

SlHtQ     .f^,; 

64nh  <t     r-  I, 

eiKtG     -li,.  

13th  Viiu'irii:i, 

35th  Vi^j  !,  .», 

Slat  \  li-ir.iru 

62d  Vi. 


44ihT  I, 

4yth  \  k, , 

5th  Lo  I,. , 

Cth  U-......^. "...««. 

7ih  Loniitlnna, 

8lh  Louisiana, 

12th  Georgia,.. , 

15ih  Ala1>ama, , 

2<)th  North  Carolina... 
8d  North  CarolluH,.... 

2d  North  Carolina, 

iKt  North  Carolina,.... 
23d  North  Carolina,... 
4th  North  Carolina,... 
30th  North  Carolina,.. 
13th  North  Carolina,.. 

4th   Georgia, 

6th  Georgia, 

44th  Georgia, 

21st  Georgia, , 

Jones'  battery, * 

23d  Georgia, 

27th  Georgia,  

28th  Georgia, 

10th  Georgia, 


Brigade. 


Wrlght'a, 
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Pryor's, 
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Winder's, 


Taliaferro's, 
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Gen.  Andereon  and  A.  D.  0... 

Gen.  Garland,    .., 

Gen.SUrke 


Rodee's, 
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ENGAGEMENT  tuar  KmmyrvUU,  Virginia^  October ,  1862. 


B^glment. 

Brigade. 

DiTiition. 

Kined. 

Wounded. 

ToUI. 

4th  ^.g1n!a, 

WlDdei*a, 

JaAlMon'B, 

3 

U 

ft 

•  IT 

Mb  Vlixlnia, 

27tb  Vlrglnlm. 

5 

1 

c:»rpenter^t  battery, 

1 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  D.  H.  HILL. 

HEAD(iUARTEB8  DlYISIOlf. 

General  R.  11.  Ciiilto.v, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

* 

Gencral  :  I  hftfe  the  honor  t»  report  the  operations  of  mj  com- 
mand, from  the  battles  around  Aiohmond  until  after  the  battle  of 
Sbarpsburg ; 

On  the  33d  of  July,  I  was  detached  from  mj  division,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  the  department  of  the  south  side,  extending  from  Drewrj's 
Bluff  to  the  South  Carolina  line.  As  General  McCleilan  was  then 
at  Westover,  on  the  James,  some  thirty  miles  from  Richmond,  and  it 
was  thought  he  might  attempt  an  advance  bj  tho  south  side,  zny  first 
attention  was  given  to  the  defences  in  that  direction.  Heavy  details 
were  made  from  the  division  and  two  brigades  near  the  bluff,  to  com- 
plete a  line^of  entrenchments  around  it,  and  controlling  the  Peters- 
burg road.  Not  a  spade  full  of  earth  had  been  thrown  vcp  about 
Petersburg,  and  it  was  in  a  wholly  defenceless  condition.  A  system 
of  fortifications  was  begun,  (which  subseqently  met  the  approval  of 
the  chief  engineer,  Colonel  J.  F.  Gilmer,  G.  S.  A.,)  and  the  brigades 
of  Ransom,  Walker  and  Daniel,  were  put  to  work  on  it.  About  a 
thousand  negroes  were  procured  (chiefly  from  North  Carolina)  and 
employed  in  like  manner.  Pontoon  briges  were  constructed  at  several 
points  to  make  the  cc^nnection  rapid  and  secure,  between  the  two  posi- 
tions to  be  secured.  The  defences  of  the  Appomattox  were  also 
strengthened,  and  a  moveable  car  planned  and  ordered  to  prevent  a 
landing  at  City  Point.  An  effort  was  made  to  organize  and  makeefiB- 
cient  the  numerous  independent  companies  in  the' department,  which 
had  been  of  little  use  and  much  expense  to  the  country.  A  concen- 
tration of  these  troops  at  Weldon  and  Goldsboro'  was  ordered  to 
prevent  the  cutting  of  our  important  lines  southward. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  General  commanding  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia,  I  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  Yankee 
shipping  and  encampment,  on  the  28th  instant,  and  determined  to 
attack  it  from  Coggins'  Point  and  Meycock's,  on  the  sooth  si  ie. 
This  expedition  wa^  entrusted  to  Brigadier  General  French,  and  was 
a  complete  success.  Forty-three  pieces,  under  command  of  General 
Pendleton  and  Colonel  J[.  T.  Brown,  were  placed  in  position  on  the 
night  of  the  Slst,  on  tho  banks  of  the  river,  within  easy  range  of  the 
objects  to  be  reached.  Much  damage  was  done  to  the  Yankee  ship- 
ping, some  destruction  of  life«caused  in  the  camp,  and  the  wildest 
terror  and  consternation  produced.  The  report  of  General  French  is 
herewith  submitted.  This  oflScer  had  charge  of  the  expedition,  agreea- 
bly to  the  wishes  of  General  Lee.  Doubtless,  the  night  attack  had 
much  to  do  with  the  evacuation  of  Westover,  as  it  made  McGIellan 
feel  that  his  shipping  was  insecure.  Two  days  after,  he  took  posses- 
sion of  Goggins'  Point,  and  maintained  a  force  6a  the  south  aide  till 
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le  left  tlie  river.  His  gan -boats  were  attacked  at  the  mouth  of  the 
A^ppomattoXy  and  points  were  selected  for  the  farther  harassing  of  hie 
shipping.  An  expedition  was  sent  oat,  under  Colonel  J.  B.  Cham- 
bliss,  to  within  two  miles  of  SaiFolk.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  Blackwater,  Chowan,  and  Tar  rivers,  and  a  point 
selected  for  fortifications  on  the  Roanoke  to  secure  Weldon. 

On  the  21st  Angast,  I  left  Petersburg  to  join  the  army  in  northern 

Virginia,  and  was  given  command  of  McLaws'  division  and  three  bri« 

gades  of  my  own  division,  at  Hanovdr  Juifetion*     The  brigades  of 

Ripley  and  Colquitt,  of  my  division,  were  in  advance  of  us,  at  Orange 

Court- House.     On  the  2()th  Aogast,  we  left  Hanover  Junction,  and 

joined  G.eneral  Lee  at  Chantilly,  on  the   2d  September,  three  days 

after  the  Yankees  had  been  finally  and  decisively  beaten  in  the  second 

great  battle  of  Manassas.     On  the  4th,  Anderson's  brigade  was  sent 

to  firo  on  the  Yankee  trains  at  Berlin,  and,  with  two  brigades,  we 

drove  away  the  Yankee  forces  near  the  mouth  of  the  Monocaoy,  and 

crossed  the  Potomac.      That  night  and 'the  next  day  were  spent  in 

destroying  the  lock  and  canal  banks.      The  aqaedact  could  not  be 

destroyed  for  want  of  powder  and  tools.     The  night  of  the  5th,  my 

division  followed  General  Jackson  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Frederick. 

The  General  being  disabled  by  thejfali  of  his  horse,  the  next  morning 

I  was  placed  in  charge  of  all  the  forces,  and  marched  into  Frederick. 

The  telegraph  wires  were  cut  and  .the  station  seized.    A  few  stores 

and  prisoners  were  taken  in  the  city. 

On  the   lOth^  my  division  constituted  the  rear-guard,  and  had 
charge  of  the  immense  wagon  train  moving  in  the  direction  of  Hagers- 
town. .   On  the  13th,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  dispose  of  my 
troops  so   as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  Yankees  from  Harper's 
Ferry,  then  beseiged,  and  also  to  guard  the  pass  in  the  Blue  Bidge* 
near  Boonsboro'.      Major  General  Stuart  reported  to  me  that  two 
brigades  only  of  the  Yankees  were  pursuing  us,  and  that  one  brigade 
would  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  pass.     I,  however,  sent  the  brigades  of 
Garland  and  Colquitt,  and  ordered  my  other  three  brigades  up  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Boonsboro'.     An  examination  of  the  pass,  very  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  satisfied  me  that  it  could  only  be  held  by 
a  large  force,  and  was  wholly  indefensible  by  a  small  one.     I  accord- 
ingly ordered  up  Anderson's  brigade*     A  regiment  of  Bipley's  bri- 
gade was  sent  to  hold  another  pass,  some  three  miles  distant,  on  our 
left.     I  felt  reluctant  to  order  up  Ripley  and  Bodes  from  the  important 
positions  they  were  holding,  until  something  definite  was  known  of 
the  strength  and  designs  of  the  Yankees.     About  seven  o'clock,  they 
opened  a  fire  upon  our  right,  and  pushed  forward  a  large  force  through 
the  dense  woods,  to  gain  a  practicable  road  to  our  rear.     Garland's 
brigade  was  sent  in  to  meet  this  overwhelming  force,  and  succeeded 
in  checking  it,  and  securing  the  road  from  any  farther  attack  that 
day.    This  brilliant  service,  however,  cost  us  the  life  of  that  pure, 
gallant  and  accomplished  Christian  soldier.  General  Garland,  who  had 
no  superiors,  utd  few  equals  in  the  service.     The  Yankees,  on  their 
^ide,  lost  General  Reno,  a  renegade  Virginian,  who  was  killed  by  a 
^my  shot  from  the  twenty-third  North  Carolina,    Garland's  brtgadu 
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Wt8  btdly  damoraliscd  hj  Ub  tallf  sod  tiM  rongh  haikHiBg  it  had  re- 
eeired,  and  had  die  YaDkeea  pressed  yigorouely  forward,  the  road 
Blight  have  been  gained.  Providentially,  they  were  ignorant  oftiieir 
Bnecess,  or  themselves  too  much  damaged  to  advanoe.  The  twentieth 
North  Carolina,  of  this  brigade,  under  Colonel  Iveraon,  had  attacked 
a  Yankee  batterj,  killed  all  the  horses,  and  driven  off  the  cannon^er^ 
This  battery  was  used  no  more  that  day  by  the  Yankees. 
'  Anderson's  brigade  arrived  in 'time  to  take  the  plaee  of  the  muel 
iemoralieed  troops  of  Garland.  There  were  two  mountain  roads 
practicable  for  artillery,  on  the  right  of  the  main  turnpike.  The  de- 
fence of  the  further  one  had  cost  Grarland  his  life.  It  was  now  en- 
trusted to  Colonel  Rosserf  of  the  cavalry,  who  had  reported  to  me, 
and  who  had  artillery  and  dismounted  sharpshooters.  General  An- 
derson was  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  nearest  and  beat  road. 
Bondurant's  battery  was  sent  to  aid  him  in  Its  defence.  The  brigade 
of  Colquitt  was  disposed  on  each  side  of  the  turnpike,  and  that,  with 
Lane's  battery,  was  judged'  adequate  to  the  task.  There  Was,  how* 
ever,  a  solitary  peak  on  the  left,  which,  if  gained  by  the  Yan- 
kees, would  give  them  control  of  the  ridge  eomihanding  the  turnpike. 
The  possession  of  this  peak  was,  therefore,  every  thing  to  the  Yan- 
kees, but  they  seemed  slow  to  pei^ive  it.  I  had  a  large  number  of 
guns  from  Cutt's  artillery  placed  upon  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the 
turnpike  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  this  pedc.  From  the  position 
selected,  there  was  a  full  view  of  the  countarv  for  males  around.  Bat 
the  mountain  waa  so  steep  that  ascending  columns  were  but  little  ex- 
posed to  artillery  fire.  The  artillerists  of  Cutt's  battalion  behaved 
gallantly,  but  their  firing  was  tho  worst  I  ever  witnessed. 

Rodes  and  Ripley  came  up  socm  after  Anders<Hi.  Rodes  was  sent 
to  the  left  to  seize  th?  peak  already  mentioned,  and  Ripley  was  sent 
to  the  right  to  support  Anderson.  Several  attempts  had  been  made 
previous  to  this,  by  Ae  Yankees,  to  force  a  passage  through  the 
woods  on.  the  right  of,  and  near  the  turnpike.  But  these  were  re- 
pulsed by  the  sixth  and  twenty-seventh  Georgia  and  the  thilteendi 
Alabama,  of  Colquitt's  brigade. 

It  was  now  past  noon,  and  the  Yankees  had  been  checked  for  more 
than  five  hours.  But  it  was  evident  that  they  were  in  large  force  oa 
both  sides  of  the  road,  and  the  signal  c6rps  reported  heavy  masses  at 
the  front  of  the  mountain.  In  answer  to  a  desplitch  from  General 
Longstreet,  I  urged  him  to  hurry  forward  troops  to  my  assistance. 
General  Drayton  and  Colonel  u.  T.  Anderson  came  up,  I  think, 
about  three  o'clock,  with  one  thousand  nine  hundred  men,  and  I  felt 
anxious  to  beat  the  force  on  my  right  before  the  Yankees  made  their 
grand  attack,  which  I  feared  would  be  on  our  left.  Anderson,  Rip- 
ley and  Drayton  were  called  together,  and  I  directed  them  to  follow  a 
path  until  they  came  in  contact  with  Bosser,  when  they  should  changt 
their  flank,  march  in  line  of  battle,  and  sw^p  the  woods  before  them. 
To  facilitate  their  movements,  I  brought  up  a  battery  and  made  it 
shell  the  woods  in  various  directions.  Anderson  soon  became  par- 
tially, and  Drayton  hoAj  engaged.  But  Ripley  did  not  draw  ttig- 
«sr— why,  I  do  not  know.    The  fonrth  North  CMolina  (Anderson's 
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brigade)  attempted  to  carry  a  Yankee  battery,  but  failed.  Three 
Yankee  brigades  moved  np  in  beautiful  order,  against  Drayton,  and 
bis  men  were  soon  beaten  and  went  streaming  to  the  rear.  Rosser, 
Anderson  and  Ripley  still  heldnheir  ground,  and  the  Yankees  could 
not  gain  our  rear.    • 

Affairs  were  now  very  serious  oBOur  left.  Adivisiou  of  Yankeea 
was  advancing  in  handsome  style  against  Rodes.  I  had  every  possi- 
ble gun  turned  upon  the  Yankee  columns,  but  ()wing  to  the  steepness 
of  the  acclivity  and  the  bad  handling  of  the  guns,  but  little  harm  w^s 
done  to  the  ^'restorers  of  the  Union."  Rodes  handled  his  little  brig- 
ade in  a  most  admirable  and  gallant  manner,  fighting,  for  hours,  vastly 
superior  odds,  and  maintaining  the  key-points  of  the  position  till 
darkne83  rendered  a  further  advance  of  the  Yankees  impossible.  Had 
he  fought  with  les^  obstinacy,  a  practicable  artillery  road  to  the  rear 
would  have  been  gained  on  our  left,  and  the  line  of  retreat  cut  off. 

Colonel  Gordon,  the  Christian  hero,  excelled  his  former  deeds  at 
Seven  i'ines,  and  in  the  battles  around  Richmond^  Our  language  is 
not  capable  of  expressing  a  higher  compIimeLt. 

General  Rodes  saja  the  men  and  officers  genepally  behaved  weil, 
but  Colonel  Gordon,  sixth  Alabama,  Major  llobson,  fifth  Alabama, 
and  Colonel  Battle,  thitd  Alabama^  deserve  especial  mention  for  ad- 
mi/aUe  conduct  during  the  whole  fight.  We  did  not  drive  the  enemy 
back,  or  whip  him  ;  but,  with  one  thousand  two  hundred  men,  we  held 
bis  whole  division  at  bay  for  four  hours  and  a  half,  without  assifltanoe 
from  any  one,  losing,  in  that  time,  not  more  than  half  a  mile  of 
ground.  . 

He  estimates  his  loss  at  four  hundred  and  twenty-two,  out  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  taken  into  action,  but  thinks  that  he  inflicted 
a  three-fold  heavier  loss  on  the  Yankees.  Colonel  Gajle,  of  tho 
twelfth  Alabama,  was  killed,  and  Colonel  O'Neal,  twenty-fourth  Ala- 
baaa,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pickens,  of  the  twelfth,  severely 
wounded. 

Major  General  Longstreet  came  up  about  four  o'clock,  with  the 
commands  of  Brigadier  Generals  Evans  and  D.  R.  Jones.  I  had  now 
become  faoniliar  with  the  ground  and  knew  all  the  vital  points,  and 
bad  these  troops  reported  to  me,  the  result  jnight  have  been  different* 
As  it  was^  they  took  .wrong  positions,  and,  in  their  exhausted»cond|- 
tion  after  a  long  march,  they  were  broken  and  scattered.  Our  whole 
left  was  now  fairly  exposed,  and  the  Yankees  had  but  to  push  down 
to  seize  the  turnpike. 

It  was  now  dark,  however,  and  they  feared  to  advance.  All  tha 
available  troops  were  collected  behind  a  stone  wall,  to  resist  an  ap- 
proach upon  the  turnpike  from  the  left.  Encouraged  by  their  suo- 
ceaaes  in  that  direction  the  Yankees  thought  that  it  would  be  an  easy 
Baatter-to  move  directly  up  the  turnpike.  But  they  were  soon  undo- 
ceived.  They  were  heroically  met  and  bloodily  repulsed  by  the  twenty- 
third  and  twenty-eighth  Georgia*regiroei«tsof  Colquitt*s  brigade.  The 
^gbt  lasted  for  more  than  an  hour  after  night,  but  gradually  subsided 
^  the  Yankees  retired.  General. tfood  (who  had  gone  in  on  the  right 
^^th  his  two  noble  brigades)  pushed  forward  his  skirmishers*  aad 
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drove  back  the  Yankees.     We  retreated  that  night  to  Sharpabvg. 

having  accomplished  all  that  was  required — the  delay  of  the  Yankee 
army  until  Harper's  Ferry  could  not  be  relieved.     Should  tbe  truti 
ever  be  known,  the  battle  of  South  ^Mountain,  as  far  as  my  division 
'ffas  concerned,  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and 
creditable  of  tbe  war.     The  division  had  marcLed  all  the  way  from 
'^Richmond,  and  the  straggling  had  been  enormous,  in  consequence  of 
heavy  marches,  deficient  commissariat,  want  of  shoes,  and  inefficient 
'officers.     Owing  to  these  combined  causes,  the  division  numbered  less 
'than  five  thousand  men  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  September,  and 
had  five  roads  to  guard,   extending  over  a  space  of  as.  many  miles. 
•This  small  force  successfully  resisted,  without  support,  for  eight  hoars* 
the  whole  Yankee  army,  and  when  its  supports  were  beaien,  still  held 
Hhe  roads,  so  that  our  retreat  was  eifccted  without  the  loss  of  a  gun, 
a  wagon,  or  an  ambulance.     Rodes'  brigade  had  immortalized  itself; 
Colquitt^s  had  fought  well,  and  the  two  regiments  most  closely  pressed, 
(twenty-third  and  twenty-eighth  Georgia,)  had  repulsed  the  foe  ;  Gar- 
eland's  brigade  had  behaved  nobly  until  demoralized  by  the  fall  of  ita 
gallant  leader,  and  being  outflanked  by   the  Yankees;  Anderson's 
^brigade  had  shown  its  wonted  gallantry ;  Ripley's  brigade,  for  some 
'cause,  had  not  been  engaged,  and  was  used  with  Hood's  two  brigades 
to  cover  the  retreat. 

Had  Longstreet's  division  been  with  mine  at  daylight  in  the  morn- 
'ing,  the  Yankees  would  have  been  disastrously  repulsed.  But  they 
had  gained  important  positions  beiore  the  arrival  of  reinforcements. 
'These  additional  troops  came  up,  after  a  long,  hurried  and  exhaasting 
march,  to  defend  localities  of  which  they  were  ignorant,  and  to  fight 
a  foe  flushed  with  partial  success,  and  already  holding  key  points  to 
further  advance.  Had  our  forces  never  been  separated,  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg  never  would  have  been  fought,  and  the  Yankees  would 
not  have  even  the  shadow  of  consolation  for  the  loss  of  Harper's 
Terry. 

We  reached  Sparpsburg  about  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 5th, 
The  Yankees  made  their  appearance  that  day,  and  some  skirmishing 
and  cannonaditig  occurred.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  artillery  fir- 
ing during  the  forenoon  of  the  16th;  and  late  that  afternoon,  the 
"Yankees  crossed  the  Antietam,  opposite  the  centre  of  my  line,  and 
made  )br  the  Ilagerstown  turnpike.  Had  we  been  in  a  condition  to 
attack  them,  as  they  crossed,  much  damage  might  have  been  inflicted. 
But  as  yet  there  were  but  two  weak  divisions  on  the  ground.  Long- 
street  held  the  position  south  of  the  Boonsboro'  turnpike,  and  I,  that 
on  the  right.  Hood's  command  was  placed  on  my  left  to  guard  the 
Hagerstown  pike.  Just  before  sundown,  I  got  up  a  battery  (Lane's) 
of  Cutt's  battalion,  to  open  upon  the  Yankee  column  advancing  to- 
wards that  pike,  while  Colonel  Stephen  Lee  brought  up  another  fur- 
ther on  the  right.  These  checked  the  Yankee  advance,  and  enabled 
Jackson  to  take  position  o*h  Hood's  left,  and  covering  any  attempt  to 
turn  us  in  that  direction.  My  ranks  had  been  diminished  by  some  addi- 
tional straggling,  and  the  morning  of  the  1 7th  I  had  but  three  thousand 
infj^ntry.     I  had,  however,  twenty -si;  pieces  of  artillery  of  mj  own, 
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»nd  near  sixty  pieoes  of  Gutt's  battalion^  temporarilj  under  my  com- 
mand. Pqsilions  were  selected  for  as  many  of  these  guns  as  could 
be  used  ;  but  all  the  ground  in  my  front  was  completely  commanded 
by  the  loog-range  artillery  of  the  Yankees  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Antietam,  which  concentrated  their  fire  upon  every  gun  that  opened, 
and  soon  disabled  or  silenced  it. 

At  daylight  a  brisk  skirmish  began  along  Hood's  frent,  and  Col- 
quitty  Ripley  and  McRae  (commanding  Garland's  brigade,)  were, 
moved  up  to  his  support.  Ilood's  men  always  fight  well,  and  they 
were  handsomely  supported  by  Colquitt  and  Kipley.  The  first  line 
of  the  Yankees  were  broken,  and  our  men  pushed  vigorously  for* 
ward,  but  to  meet  another  and  yet  another  line.  Colquitt  had  gone 
in  with  ten  field  officers ;  four  were  killed,  five  badly  wounded,  and 
the  tenth  had  been  stunned  by  a  shell.  The  men  were  beginning  to 
fall  back,  and  elTorts  were  made  to  rally  them  in  the  bed  of  'an  old 
road,  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  HagerjStown  pike,  and  which  had 
been  their  position  previous  to  the  advatice.  These  efforts,  however, 
were  only  partially  successful.  Most  of  the  brigade  took  no  further 
part  in  the  action.  Garland's  brigade  (Colonel  McRae,  command* 
ing)  had  been  much  demoralized  by  the  fight  at  South  Moun- 
tain ;  but  the  men  advanced  with  alacrity,  secured  a  good  position, 
and  were  fighting  bravely,  when  Captiin  Thompson,  fifth  North  Car- 
olina, cried  out,  **They  are  flanking  us  !"  This  cry  spread  like  an 
electric  shock  along  the  ranks,  bringing  up  vivid  recollections  of  the 
flank  fire  at  South  Mountain.  In  a  moment  they  broke  and  fell  to^ 
the  rear.  Colonel  McRae,  though  wounded,  remained  on  the  field  all 
day  and  succeeded  in  gathering  up  fiome  stragglers,  and  personally  ren- 
dered much  efBcient  service.  The  twenty-third  North  Carolina  regiment, . 
of  this  brigade,  was  brought  off  by  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Johnston,  and  posted,  by  my  order,  in  the  old  road  already  described. 

Ripley's  brigade,  had  united  with  Walker's  and  fallen  back  with  it 
behind  the  ridge  to  the  left  of  this  road  and  near  to  it.     We  had  now 
lost  all  the  ground  wrested  from  the  enemy,  and  were  occupying  the* 
position  held  in  the  morning.     But  three  of  my  brigades  had  beefni 
broken  and  much  demoralized,  and  all  of  the  artillery  had  been  with- 
drawn from  my  front.     Rodes  and  Anderson  were  In  the  old^road, 
and  some  stragglers  had  been  gathered  up  and  placed  upon  their  left. 
It  was  now  apparent  that  the  Yankees  were  massing  in  our  front,  and 
that  their  grand  attack  would  be  made  upon  my  position,  which  was 
the  centre  of  our  line.     I  sent  several   urgent  messages  to  General 
Lee  for  reinforcements,  but  before  any  arrived,  a  heavy  force  (since 
ascertained  to  be  Franklin's  corps,)  advanced  in  three  parallel  lines 
with  all  the  precision  of  a  parade  day,  upon  my  .two  brigades.     Thej 
met  with  a  galling  fire,  however,  recoiled  and  fell  back,   again  ad« 
vanced  and  a^ain  fell  back,  and,  finally  lay  down  behind  the  crest  of 
the  hill,  and  kept  up  an  irregular  fire.     I  got  a  battery  in  position^ 
Which  partially  enfiladed  the  Yankee  line,  and  aided  materially   to- 
check  its  advajioe.     This  battery  was  brought  up  by  my  aid.  Lieu- 
tenant J.  A.  Reid,  who  received  a  painful  wound  in  the  discharge  of 
that  duty.    In  the  meantimei  General  R.  H.  Andeilon  reported  t<> 
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me  irtth  some  three  or  four  thonsund  men  as  reinforeements  to  mj  eon- 
mand.     I  directed  him  to  form  immediately  behind  my  men.      Tb»t 
gallant  an  J  accomplished  officer  was  soon  wonnded,  and  the  commani 
devolved  npon  General    Pryor.     The  Yankee   fire  had  now    nearly 
ceased,  and  bnt   for  an  unfortunate  blunder  of  Lieutenant   Colonel 
Lightfoot,  sixth  Alabama,  no  farther  advance  would  have  been  made 
by  them.     General  Bodes  had  observed  a  regiment  lying  down  in  bis 
rear  and  not  engaged.     He   says  as  the  fire  was  now  desultor j  and 
slack,  I  went  to  the  troops  referred  to  and  found  that  they  belonged 
to  General  Pryor*s  brigade.     Their  officers  stated  that  they  had  been 
halted  by  some  body — not  General  Pryor.     Finding  General  P.   in  a 
few  minutes,  and  informing  him  as  to  their  conduct,  he  immediately 
ordered  them  forward.     Returning  towards  the  biigade,  I  met  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Ligbtfoot,  sixth  Alabama,  looking  for  me.     Upon   his 
telling  me  that  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  was  exposed  to  a  ter- 
rible enfilade  fire,  which  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  deliver  Hy  their 
gaining  somewhat  npon  Anderson,  (General  0.  B.)  I*ordercd  bim  to 
hasten  back  and  to  throw  his  right  wing  back  and  out  of  the  old  road 
referred  to.     Instead  of  executing  the  order,  he  moved  briskly^  to  the 
rear  of  the  regiment,  and  gave  the  command,  ''Sixth  Alabama — about, 
face ;   forward,  march.**     Major  Hobson,   of  the  fifth,    seeing   this, 
a^ked  him  if  the  order  was  intended  for  the  whole  brigade;  he   nid, 
^•Yes;"  and  thereupon  the  fifth  and  the  other  troops  on  their  left,  re- 
treated.    I  did  not  see  their  retrograde  movement  until  it  was  toe  Ute 
for  me  to  rally  tlicm;  and  for  this  reason  :  Just  as  I  was  moving  on  af- 
ter Lightfoot,  I  heard  a  shot  strike  Lieutenant  Bemey,  (aid)  mho  was 
immediately  behind  me      Wheeli^  around,- 1  found  him  falling,  and 
that  he  had  been  struck  in  the  face.     He  found  that  he  could  vnik 
after  I  raised  him.     I  fdlowed  him  a  few  paces  and  watched  him  ttll 
he  reached  a  barn,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  where  he  first  mec 
seme  cne  to  help  him  in  case  he  needed  it.     As  I  turned^' towards  the 
brigade,  I  was  struck  heavily  by  a  piece  of  shell  on  my  thigh.     At 
first  I  thought  that  the  wound  was  seiious;  but  finding,   upon  exami- 
nation, that  it  was  slight,  I  turned  towards  the  brigade,  when  1   dis- 
covered it,  without  Yit>ible  cause  to  me,  retreating  in  confusion.     I 
hastened  to  intercept  it  at  the  Hagerstown  road.     I  found  though, 
that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  from  the  twenty-sixth,   twelith 
and  third,  and  a  few  under  Major  Hobson,  of  the  fifth,  not  more  th«n 
fortv  in   all,  the  brigade  had  disappeared  from  this    portion  of  the 
field.     This   small  nuuiber,  together  with  pome  MissisBippians  af»d 
Korth  Carolinians,  alout  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  all,  I  rallied  and 
stationed  behind  a  small  ridge  leading  from  the  Hagerst''wn    ronii. 
General  O.  B.  Anderson  still  nobly  held  his  groui^d;  but  the  Yaiike:s 
began  to  pour  through  the  gap  made  by  the  retreat  of  Rodts.     An- 
d^rson  himself  was'  mortally   wounded,  and  his  brigade  waa   totally 
routed. 

Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  fourteenth,  and  Major  Sillers,  of  the  thir- 
tieth North  Carolina  regimcLts,  rallied  a  portion  of  their  men.  There 
were  no  troons  near  to  hold  the  centre,  except  a  few  hundred  rallied 
from  various  Dfigades.    The  Yankees  creased  the  old  r^ad,  which  we 
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IniEkd  ooe^pM  in  tlie  mornmg»  and  o<;cqpiod  acorn*fieId  and  orobjtrd  ia 
Advance  of  it.     Tbej  bad  now  got  within  a  few  hundred  yasds  of  the 
liilly  which  commanded  Sharpsburg  and  our  rear.     AfTiiirs  looked  very 
oritical.      I  found  a  battery  concealed  ia  a  corn-field,  and  ordered  it 
to  moye  out  and  open  upon  the  'Yankee  columns.     This  proved  to  be 
JRryce*fit  South   Carolina   bittery.      It   moved  out  most   gallantly, 
Sbl though  exposed  to  a  terrible  direct  and  reverse  fire  from  the  long- 
r&Dge  Yankee  artillery  across  the  Antietam.     A  caisson  exploded,  but 
the  battery  was  nnlimbercd,  and,  with  grsvpe  and  cannister,  drove  the 
Y^^nkees  back.     I  was  now  satisfied  that  the  Yankees  were  so  demor- 
alised that  a  single  regiment  of  fresh  men  could  drive  the  w  hole  of  them 
in  oar  front  across  the  Antietam.     I  got  up  about  two  hundred  men 
vho  said  that  theywere  willing  to  advance  to  the  attack,  if  I  would 
load  them.     We  met,  however,  with  a  warm  reception,  and  the  little 
command  was  broken  and  dispersed.     Major  Qobson  and  Lieutenant 
6afr«  of  fifih   Alabama,   acquitted   themselves   handsomely    in   this 
charge*     CoIoBel  Iverson,  twentieth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Christie, 
twonty-third  North  Carolina,  Captain  Garrett,  fifth  North  Carolina, 
Adjutant  Taylor  and  Lieutenant  Pierce,  of  the  same  regiment,  had 
gathered  up  about  two  hundred  men,  and  I  sent  them  to  the  right  to 
attack  the  Yankees  in  flank.     They  drove  them  back  a  short  distance  ; 
but,  in  turn,  were  repulsed.     These  two  attacks,  however,  had  a  most 
happy  effect.     The  Yankees  were  completely  deceived  by  their  bold- 
ness, and  induced  to  believe  that  there  was  a  iarge  force  in  our  centre. 
They  made  no  farther  attempt  to  pierce  our  centre,  except,  on  a  small 
scale^  hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 

It  was  now  about  four  P.  M.,  and  Burnside's  corps  was  massing  to 
attack  on  our  right.     A  heavy  column  was  advancing  up*  the  Boons- 
boro'  pike,  and  I  ordered  up  some  two  or  three  hundred  men,  under 
command  of  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson,  to  the  hill  already  described, 
commanding  Sharpsburg.     But  they  were  exposed  to  an  enfilade  fire, 
froDQ  a  battery  near  the  church,  on  the  Hagerstown  pike,  and  com- 
pelled to  retire  to  another  hill.     About  thirty  men,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Betts,  twelfth  Alabama,  of  my  division,  remained  as  supports 
to    my  division   batteries,  under  Jones,  Ilardaway  and  Bondurant. 
The  Yankee  columns  were  allowed  to  come  within  easy  range,  when  a 
sudden  storm  of  grape  and  cannister  drove  them  back  in  confusion. 
Betts'  men  must  have  given  them  a  very  hot  fire,  as  Burnside  reported 
that  he  had  met  three  heavy  columns  on  the  hill.      It  i,s  difficult  to 
imagine  how  thirty  men  could  so  multiply  themseWes,  as  to  appear  to 
the  frightened  Yankees  to  be  three  heavy  columns.     On  our  extreme 
right,  however,  the  Yankees  had  been  more  successful.     They  had 
crossed  the  Antietam,  and  were  driving  our  men  before  them.     Our 
forces,  (supposed  to  be  A.  P.  UilPs  or  D.  R.  Jones'.)  bad  fallen  back 
nearly  to  the  road  in  rear  of  Sharpsburg,  and  the  Yankees  advanced 
in  fine  style  to  the  crests  commanding  it.     A  few  hundred  yards  more,, 
and  our  only  lice  of  retreat^  would  be  cut  off.     I  called  Carter's  atten^ 
tion  to  this  imposing  force  of  Yankees,  and  he  opened  upon  them  with: 
three  guns,  aid^d  by  two,  I  think,  of  the  Donaldsonville  artillery. 
The  firing  was  beaatiful,  anj^the  Yankee  cojumns  (one  thouaand  two 
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hundred  jards  distant)  were  ronfeed  by  tbia  srtiliery  fire  done,  miaide4 
by  musketry.  This  is  the  only  instance,  I  ha?e  e^per  knewn,  of  im- 
fantry  being  broken  by  artillery  fire  at  long  range.  li  speaks  bedlj 
for  the  courage  of  Burnside's  men. 

Captain  Garter  says :    '^  The  nf'xt  movement  of  the  eaemy  was  te 
advance  a  heavy  column  on  the  extreme  right,  bearing  down  oa  what 
I  supposed  to  have  been  the  right  wing  of  A.  P.  Hiirs  division.      Oar 
troops  gave  way  entirely  before  the  column       With  three  pieces  of 
iny  battery,  aided  by  two  of  Lieutenant  Elliott's,  this  columft   w&s 
shattered  and  driven  back,  without  the  assistanee  (so  far  as  I  know) 
of  any  infantry  whatever.     Generals  D.  H.  Hill  and  Bodes  witneesed 
the  firing."      Our  troops  advanced,  now,  on  the  extreme  right,    and 
Burnside's  whole  corps  was  driven  back.      This  virtually  closed   the 
operations  of  the  day.     But  a  movement  of  a  rather  farcical  charac- 
ter now  took  place.     General  Pryor  had  gathered  quite  a  respectable 
force  behind  a  stone  wall,  on  the  Hagerstown  road,  and  Colonel  G.  T. 
Anderson  had  about  a  regiment  behfhd  a  hill,  immediately  to  the  right 
of  this  road.      A  Maine  regiment,  the  twenty-first  (I  think)  came 
down  to  this  hill,  wholly  unconscious  that  there  were  any  Confederate 
troops  near  it.     A  shout  and  a  volley  informed  them  of  their  danger- 
ous neighborhood.     The  Yankee  apprehension  is  acute,  the  idea  was 
soon  taken  in,  and  was  followed  by  the  most  rapid  running  I  ever  saw. 
The  night  closed  in,  with  our  troops  in  the  centre^  about  two  hundred 
yards  in  xear  of  the  positfon  held  in  the  morning.     We  held,  howerer, 
two-thirds  of  the  battle-field,  including  tbe  ground  gained  by  General 
A.  P.  Hill  on  our  right.     The  only  ground  lost  was  in  the  eentre. 
where  the  chief  Yankee  attack  had  been  made,  and. where  there  had 
been  the  severest  fighting  and  the  heaviest  losij  to  both  parties.     The 
skulkers  and  cowards  had  straggled   off,  and   only  the  bravest  and 
truest  men  of  my  division  had  been  left.     It  is  true  that  hunger  and 
exhaustion  had  nearly  unfitted  these  brave  men  for  battle.      Oar 
wagons  had  been  sent  off  across  the  river  on  Sunday,  and  for  three 
days  the  men  had  been  sustaining  life  on  green  corn  and  such  cattle 
as  they  could  kill  in  the  fields.     In  charging  through  an  apple  orchard 
at  the  Yankees,  with  the  immediate  prospect  of  death  before  them,  I 
moticed  men  eagerly  devouring  apples.     The  nnparalelled  loss  of  the 
'division  shows,  that  spite  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  the  officers  and  men 
fought  most  heroically  in  the  two  batftles  in  Maryland.     The  division 
lost  three  thousand  out  of  less  than  nine  thousand  engaged  at  Seven 
Fines.      Four  thousand  out  of  ten  thousand  in  the  battles  around 
Richmond.     But  now,  the  loss  was  thirty-two  hundred  and  forty-one 
(3,241)  in  two  battles  out  of  less  than  five  thousand  engaged  ;  that  is, 
the  loss  was  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  entire  force.     Of  these,  nine 
hundred  and  twenty- five  (925)  are  reported  missing.      Doubtless  a 
large  number  of  the  missiog  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Yankees  when 
irounded.     But  even  supposing  that  none  of  the  missing  were  killed 
er  wounded,  still  we  have  twenty-three  hv^dred  and  sixteen  (S,SI6) 
reported  killed  and  wounded,  or  nearly  one-half  of  those  taken  into 
action.     Among  these  was,  one  brigadier  general  killed,  one  mortally 
wounded,  and  three  brigade  commanders  wounded.    Four  colonels  killed, 
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Tght  eolonek  wounded.     One  lientonant  colonel  killed,  sevon  lien- 
anant  colonels  wonnded.     Two  majors  killed  and  two  majors  woandedi 
?Iiere  were  bnt  thirty-fonr  field  officers  present  in  the  battles,  and 
»nly  nine  left  when  they  ^ere  over.     The  mortality  was  equally  great 
imoBg  company  cominanders,  and  several  regiments  were  left  under 
;otcmand  of  lieutenants.      Still  the  stubborn  spirit  of  the  men  was 
lot    sabdued.      From  fifteen   to  seventeen   hundred   were   gathered 
together  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  and  placed  in  a  position  more 
sheltered  than  the  one  occupied  the  day  before,  and,  I  think,  would 
have  fought  with  determination  if  not  with  enthusiasm,  had  the  Yan* 
kees  made  an  advance      Our  northern  brethren  were  too  much  shat- 
tered to  renew  the  contest,  and  that  night  we  recrossed  the  Potomiae. 
The  battle  of  Sharpsburg  was  a  success,  so  far  as  the  failure  of  the 
Tankees  to  carry  the   position   they   assailed.     It  would,  however, 
have  been  a  glorious  victory  for  us,  but  for  three  causes.     1.  The 
Bepacation  of  our  forces.     Had   McLaws   and  R.  H.  Anderson  been 
there  earher  in   the   morning  the  battle  would  not  have   lasted  two 
hours,  and  would  have  been  signally  disastrous  to  the  Yankees.     S. 
The  bad  handling  of  our  artillery.     This  could  not   cope   with  the 
superior  weight,  calibre,  range,  and   number  of  the   Yankee   guns. 
Kence  it  ought  only  to  have  been  used  against  masses  of  infantry. 
On  the  contrary,  our  guns  wore  made  to  reply  to  the  Yankee  guns^ 
and  were  smashedg^p  or  withdrawn  before  they  could  be  effectually 
tamed  against  massive  columns  of  attack. .  An  artillery  duel  between 
the  WaBhingtoI^artillery  and  the  Yankee  batteries  across  the  An- 
tietam,  on  the  16th,  was  the  most  melancholy  farce  in  the  war.     3. 
The  enormous  straggling.     The  battle  was  fought  with  less  than  thirty 
thousand  men.     Had  all  our  stragglers  been  up,  McClellan's  army 
would  have  been  completely  crushed  or  annihilated.     Doubtless,  the 
want  of  shoes,  want  of  food  and  physical  exhaustion  had  kept  many 
Vrave  men  from  being  with   the  army.     But   thousands  of  thieving 
poltroons  had  kept  away  from  sheer  cowardice.     The  straggler  is  gen- 
erally a  thief  and  always  a  coward,  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame;  he 
can  only  be  kept  in  ranks  by  a  strict  and  sanguinary  discipline. 

t 

LIST   OP    CASUALTIES. 

Killed,         Wounded.         Missing. 


Rodes'  brigade. 

111 

289 

225 

Ripley's  brigade,     - 

no 

5U6 

124 

Garland's  brigade,  - 

46 

210 

187 

Anderson's  brigade, 

64 

299 

SOS 

Colquitt's  brigade,  - 

.         129       , 

518 

184 

Artillery, 

4       ' 

80 

3 

Total,        -        •  464  1,§52  925 

In  this  sad  list,  we  have  especially  to  mourn  many  distinguished 
offiotfs.    Briga^er  General  Garland  was  killed  at  South  Mountain, 
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tbe  mo6i  fearleas  roan  I  ever  knew,  a  Cbristian  liero,  a  ripe 
and  most  accomplished  gentleman.     Brigadier  General  O.  B,  A^nder* 
eon  was  mortally  wounded  at  Sharpsbarg,  a  Ligh-toned,  hoD^r&bie^ 
conscientious,  Christian  soldier,  highly  gifted  and  lovjely   in   mU  tba 
qualities  that  adorn  a  man.     Colonel  C   C.  Tew,  second  Nortk  O^ro- 
lina  regiment  was  one  of  the  most  finished  scholars  on  the  c.oiitiKi«nt» 
and  had  no  superior  as  a  soldier  in  the  field.     Colonel  B.  B.   G4a»yle, 
twelfth  Alabama,  a  most.gallant  and  accomplished  officer,  was  Icfelled 
at  South  Mountain.     Colonel   W.  P.  Barclay,  twenty-third   Geav^gim, 
the  hero  of  South  Mountain,  was  killed  at  Sharpsburg.     There,    t€H^^ 
fell  those  gallant'Christian  soldiers.  Colonel  Levi  B.  Smith,  twan^jf- 
seventh  Georgia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  M.  I^ewton,  of  the  aixtJi 
Georgia.     The  modest  and  heroic  Major  Tracy*  of  the  sixth  Georg;m, 
met  there,  too,  a  bloody  grave.     The  lamented  Captain  IMaae,  of  tha^ 
regiment,  deserves   sper  ial  mention  ;  of  him  it  could  be  truly  astid 
that  he  shrank  from  no  danger,  no  fatigue  and  no   exposare.     M»|or 
Kobert  S.  Smith,  fourth  Georgia,   fell,  fighting   most   heroically^   »a 
Sharpsburg.     He  had  received  a  military  education,  and  gate  proiaiee 
of  eminenco  in  his  profession.     Captain  James  B.  Atweli,  twentieth 
North  Carolina,  deserves  to  live  in  the  memory  of  his  countrjsaen 
for  almost  unsurpassed  gallantry.     After  having  greatly  distinguistieti 
himself  in  the  capture  of  the  Yankee  battery  at  South  Mountain,  ha 
fell,  heroically  fighting,  at  Sharpsburg.     Brigadi^  General  Ripley 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  threat,  from  a  minimal!,  which  would 
have  proven  fatal,  but  for  passing  through    his  cravat.     After  ]ii» 
wound  was  dressed,  he  heroically  returned  to  the  field,  and  remained 
to  the  close  of  the  day  with  his  brigade.     Brigadier  General  Hodes 
received  a  painful  contusion  from  a  shell,  but  remained  with  his  com- 
mand.    Celonel   McRac,  commanding  brigade,  was   struck   in    the 
forehead,  but  gallantly  remained  on  the  field.     Colonel  Bennett,  fosr- 
teenth  North  Carolina  regiment,   who   had  conducted   himself  moat 
nobly  throughout,  won  my  special  admiration  for  the  heroism  he  ex* 
hibitedy  at  the  moment  of  receiving  what  he  supposed  to  bO:  a  mortal 
wound.     Colonel  DeRosset,  third  North  Carolina,  received  a  severe 
wound  at  Sharpsburg,  which,  I  fear,  will  forever  deprive  the  South  of 
his  most  valuable  services.     Colonel  F.  M.  Parker,  thirtieth  North 
Carolina,  a  modest,  brave   and   accomplished   ofiicer,  was  severely 
wouhded  at  Sharpsburg.     Colonel  J.  B.  Gordon,  sixth  Alabama,  the 
Chevalier  Bayard  of  the  army,  received  five  wounds  at  Sharpsburg, 
befofe  he  would  quit  the  field.     The  heroic  Colonel  Fry,  thirteenth 
Alabama,  and  Colonel  O'Neal,  twenty-sixth  Alabama,  who   had  both 
been  wounded  at  Seven  Pines,  were  once  more  wounded  severely  at 
Sharpsburg,  while  nobly    doing   their. duty.      Lieutenant    Colonel 
Pickens,  twelfth  Alabama,|and  Major  Redden,  twenty-sixth  Alabama, 
were  both  wounded  at  South  Mountain,  the  former  severely.     They 

freatly  distinguished  themselves  in  that  battle.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
.  M.  Lightfpot,  sixth  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joho&ton, 
fourteenth  North  Carolina,  were  wounded  at  Sharpsburg,  the  latter 
alightly.  Major  Thurston,  third  North  Carolina,  received  a  painfal 
contusion,  but  did  not  lea^e  the  field.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Ruffin^ 
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thiHMfBth  Norfh  Garoltni^  remained  Witli  hts  regiment  on  Sontli 
Mauoiain,  after  reeeiting  three  painfal  wonnds.  Lieutenant  GoU 
one)  BettSy  thirteenth  Alabama,  was  slightly  vounded.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Zachrjy  twenty^seventh  Georgia,  had  juat  recovered  from  a 
severe  wotnd  receired  before  Richmond,  to  receive  a  more  serioaa 
OM  at  Sharpaburg.  Lieutenant  Golonel  Best  and  Major  Hugging, 
twealy-third  Georgia,  gallant  and  meritorious  officers,  were  severely 
wounded  at  Sharpsbnrg. 

It  beeomes  my  grateful  task  to  speak  in  the  highest,  terms  of  my 
brigade  commanders,  two  of  whom  sealed  their  devotion  to  their 
country  with  their  lives.  Major  Ratchford,  Major  Pierson,  chief  of 
artillery,  and  Lieutenant' J.  A.  Rcid,  of  my  staiT,  were  conspicuous 
foip  tkeir  gaHantry.  Gaptain  Overton,  serving  temporarily  with  me, 
was  wounded  at  Sharpsbnrg,  but  remained  under  fire  until  I  urged 
bim  to  leave  the  field.  Gaptain  West  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Moore, 
ord&ance  officers,  discharged  faithfully  their  duty,  and  rendered  im-  ; 
portant  servi<7e  on  the  field  at  South  Mountain.  Major  Archer  An- 
derson, adjutant,  had  been  wounded  in  creasing  the  Potomac,  and  I 
lost  his  valuable  services  in  Maryland.  Sergeant*  Hanneling  and 
privates  Thomas  Jones  and  Minter,  of  the  couriers,  acquitted  them* 
selves  handsomely. 

Brigadier  General  Rodea  reports,  as  specially  deserving  notice  for. 
tbe>r  gallantry.  Colonel  O'Neal  and  Major  Redden,  twenty-sixth  Ala- 
bama; Colonel  J.  B  Gordon,  Lieutenaot  Golonel  Lightfoot,  Lieutcn* 
aut  R.  H  Larre;^,  Sergeant  J.  B.  Hancock,  sixth  Alabamaj  Major 
£.  L.  Hobaon,  Captain  T.  M.  Riley,  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Gaff,  Sergeant 
A.  Swi'Cegood,  Color-Corporal  Joshua  Smith,  fifth  ^Alabama;  Colonel 
C.  A.  Battles,  Captain  E.«S.  Ready,  (badly  wounded,)  Lieutenant  J. 
J.  Lake,  (killed,)  Lieutenant  K  L.  Randle,  (wounded,)  Sergeant  N« 
M.  Howard,  Sergeant  William  Taylor,  Corporal  Josiah  Ely,  Sergeant 
J.  W.  Hnuzthall,  private  Joseph  Lee,  Sergeant  Jas.  Stewart,  Sergeant 
Henry  Donnalson^  Sergeant  George  Ellison,  and  private  Hollanquist, 
third  Alabama. 

Brigadier  General  Colquitt  reports,  in  like  manner,  N.  B.  !Neusan^ 
color-sergeant,  J.  J,  Powell,  W.  W.  Glover,  H.  M.  James  and  N.  B. 
Lane,  color-guard,  sixth  Georgia;  Corporal  John  Cooper,  Corporal 
Joseph  J.  Wood,  private  J.  W.  Tompkins,  privates  B.  C.  La  Prade, 
1j,  Bi  Lamnah,  A.  D.  Simmons,  W.  Smith,  J.  M.  Feltman  and  J.  0. 
Penn.  Captain  Arnold,  sixth  Georgia  regiment,  who  commanded  a 
battalion  of  skirmishers  at  South  Mountain  and  Sharpsburg,  is  enti- 
tled to  the  highest  commendation  for  his  skill  and  gaHantry.  Cap- 
tain Garrison,  commanding  twenty-eighth  Georgia,  was  severely 
wo^pded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Captain  Banning,  twenty- 
eighth  Georgia  regiment,  was  distinguished  for  his  intrepid  coolness, 
fighting  in  the  ranks,  with  gun  in  hand,  and  stimulatins'  his  men 
by  bis  words  and  example.  W.  R.  Johnson  and  William  GofT,  twenty- 
eighth  Georgia,  Sergeant  J.  L.  Moore,  privates  W.  A.  Estes,  J.  S* 
Wingate,  W.  S.  Walker,  Isaac  Hundley,  Thomas  Sudler,  J.  J.  Gor- 
don, Simson  Williamson,  Lieutenant  B.  A.  Bowen,  Lieutenant  R.  S. 
ToflUB^>  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Ford,  First  Sergeant  Herring,  Sergeant  T. 
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p.  W.  Bollard,  Sergeant  3.  J.  Adams,  priyates  Mosely,  McCall,  J.  M. 

Vause,  J.  Hutchings,  Thomas  Argo,  J.  S.  Denniss,  W.  G.  Clajbankf*. 
Joseph  Herron,  W.  D.  Tingle  and  Corporal  J.  A.  Lee,  thirteenth 
Alabama. 

The  officers  commanding  the  twenty- seventh  and  twenty-eighth  Geor- 
gia regiments  report  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  make  distinction* 
where  so  many  acted  with  distinguished  bravery.  In  the  twenty- 
seventh,  every  commissioned  officer,  except  one,  was  killed  or  wounded 
at  Sharpsburg,  and  this  sole  survivor  was  unwilling  to  discriminate 
among  so  many  brave  men.  Brigadier  General  Doles  (now  command- 
ing Ripley's  brigade,)  pays  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Major  Robert 
8.  Smith,  fourth  Georgia,  and  speaks  in  the  most  compiimetitary 
terms  of  Colonel  DeRosset,  and  Major  Thurston,  third  North  Carolina, 
(the  former  severely,  and  the  latter  slightly  wounded,)  and  Captainf 
Meares,  McNair  and  Williams,  of  the  same  regiment.  Lieutenant  Col* 
pnel  H.  A.  Brown  and  Captain  J.  A.  Hanneil,  acting  Major  of  the  first 
North  Carolina  regiment,  are  also  highly  commended.  Lientena&t 
Colonel  Phil  Cook,  Captains  Willis,  De  (jraflfenreid  and  Lieutenants 
Ilawkens,  Bisel,  Ilulbert,  Gay,  (wounded,)  Stephens,  Ezell,  Snead, 
Cobb,  (killed,)  Macon,  (severely  wounded,)  ^*  all  commended  them- 
selves to  my  special  notice.by  their  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct.'* 
Captain  Rcy,  commanding  A}rty-foiirth  Georgia,  and  Captain  Reid, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General,  are  equally  commended.  Aaststant 
Surgeon  William  P.  Young, "remained  on  the  field  after  he  wag 
wounded,  caring  for  the  wounded,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Privates  Thomas  S.  Cartright,  Joseph  S.  Richardson  and 
Henry  E.  Welch,  fourth  Georgia,  are  mentioned  with  distinction. 
The  first  named  fell  with  the  colors  of  his  regiment  in  his  hand. 
Richardson  was  wounded.  Privates  R.  Dudley  Hill  and  Thomas  J. 
Dinglers,  two  lads  in  the  forty-fourth  Georgia,  attracted,  in  an 
eepecial  manner,  the  attention  of  their  commander,  by  their  extraor- 
dinary daring.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  first  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  who  commanded  in  both  battles  in  Maryland,  says 
that  all  did  their  duty  in  his  regiment,  and  he  cannot  discriminate. 

The  following  oificers  and  men,  of  Garland's  brigade,  are  specially 
commended  for  their  good  conduct :  Colonels  D.  R.  McRae,  Iversoa 
and  Christie  ;  Lieutenant  Colonels  Johnston  and  Ruffin.  The  latter 
was  wounded  three  times  at  South  Mountain,  and  exhibited  the  high- 
est qualities  of  the  officer  and  soldier,  paptains  Garret,  Robinson, 
Brookfield,  Adjutant  J.  M.  Taylor  and  Lieutewnt  Peirce,  of  the 
fifth ;  Captain  Atwell  (killed)  and  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  of  the 
twentieth,  conducted  themselves  with  soldier*like  gallantry.  Lieu- 
tenants King,  Ray,  Malone,  Duguid,  Felton  and  Sutten,  Sergeants 
.  Riddick,  Ingram,  Pearce,  Johnson  and  Dennis,  privates.  Hays, 
Ellis,  Campbell,  Hillard  and  Rinsart,  of  the  same  regiment,  are 
highly  commended  by  their  regimental  commanders.  Sergeant  A 
W.  Fullenwider,  John  W.  Glenn,  C.  W.  Bonnet  and  privates  E.  F. 
Howell  and  W.  C.  Watkins,  of  the  twenty-third  North  Carolina,  ex- 
hibited extraordinary  coolness  and  daring.  Sergeant  Fullenwider 
has  been  six  times  wounded  during  the  war,  hut  still  lives  to  perforia 
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more  heroie  deed0.     Private  Diftvid  Jones^  twentieth  Nortli  Cftroliney 
was  specially  distingaished  aa  a  bald  and  intelligent  scout  at  South , 
Mountain. 

Ii>  Anderson^s  brigade,  the  field  officers  present  in  the  battles,  Colonel 
Tew^  s^eeond  North  Carolina,  (killed,)  Colonel  Grimes,  fourth  Nort]^ 
Carolina,  Colonel  Bennett,  (wounded^)  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  C^ 
Johnston,  (slightly  wounded,)  both  of  the  fourteenth  North  Carolina. 
Colonel  Parker,  (severely  wounded,)  and  Major  Sellers,  both  of  the 
thirtieth  North  Carolina,  are  all  worthy  of  the  gratitude  of  their 
country,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services.     Colonel  Grimes  was 
diaabled  by  the  hick  of  a  horse,  from  being  with  his  regiment  (fourth 
North  Carolina)  at  Sharpsburg,  and  unfit  for  duty  for  months  after* 
wards.    The  fourth  .thus  lost  his  valuable  services.    This  gallant  regi- 
ment, which  has  never  been  surpassed  by  any  troops  in  the  world,  for 
gallantry,  subordination  and  propriety,  was  commanded  by  tUe  heroic 
Captain   Marsh,  and,  after,  his  fall,  by  tbo  equally  heroic  Captain 
Latham,  who  shared  the  same  fate.     AU  the  officers  of  this  noble 
regiment,  present  at  Sharpsburg,  were  klHed  or  wounded.     Their 
names  deserve  to  be  preserved.  Captains  Marsh  ^Latham  and  Osborne, 
LieutenajQts  Stansill,  Colton,  Allen,  Parker,  Brown,  Weaver,  Craw- 
ford and  Bonner,  Sergeants  John  Troutman  and  J.  W.  Shinn,  Cor- 
porals J.  A.  Cowan  and  H.  H.  Barnes,  and  private  J.  D.  Barton,*  of 
this  regiment,  were  greatly  distinguished  for  their  courage.  Private  J. 
B.  Stinson,  of  same  regiment,  acting  as  courier  to  General  Anderson, 
was  wounded  in  three  pl»ce  at  Sharp8])urg,  and  there,  as  on  every  other 
battle-field,  behaved  most  nobly.     Colonel  Bennet,  of  .the  fourteenth 
North  Carolina,  commends  Captains  Jones,  Freeman,  Bell,  Debun  and 
Weir,  Lieutenants  Liles,  Mitchell,  Harney,  Shankle,  Bevers,  Thread- 
gill,  Meaehem,  Sergeants  Jenkins,  McLester,  Corporal  Crump,  pri- 
vates McGregor,  Beasley,  Qdell  and  Morgan.     The  second  North 
Carolina,  after  the  death  of  the  gallant  and  accomplished  Tew,  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Roberts,  since  resigned.     Jhe  thirtieth  North 
Carolina,  after  the  fall  of  its  gallant  coh>nel,  was  commanded  by  Ma- 
jor Sillers,  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer. 

I  much^regret  that  the  officers  of  these  two  regiments  have  declined 
to  present  the  names  of  those. specially  distinguished  for  coolness  and 
courage;  The  thirteenth  North  Carolina,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Buffin,  greatly  distinguished  itself  at  South  Mountain.  I  regret  that 
I  have  no  report  from  that  heroic  officer,  now  absent  sick.  lie  often, 
however,  spoke  of  the  great  gallantry  of  Sergeant  Walter  S.  William- 
son. 

BespectfttUy  submitted, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major  G&wral. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

Headquarters  Ltght  Divisiok,  I 

Camp  Gregg,  I*ebraary  25th,  186S.  1 

Liieutenant  Colonel  C.  J.  Faulkner*  A,  A,  G.^ 

Seccnd  Army  Corps : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabinit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  inj.  division,  frpm  tho  crossing  of  the  Rapidao,  Angnst 
20th,  to  the  repalso  of  the  enemy  at  gCastleman's  ferry,  November 
6th,  inclusive: 

The  division  was  cop^posed  of  the  brigades  of-  Generals  Brueh^ 
Gregg,  Field,  Pender,  Archer  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with  the  batteries 
of  Braztbn,  Latham,  Crenshaw,  Mcintosh,  Davidson  and  Pegram, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  L.  Walker,  chief  of  artillery. 

The  march  was  without  incident  of  importance,  until  arriving  at 
the  ford  opposite  Warren'ton  Springs.  The  morning  after  arriving, 
(Sunday,  the  24th,)  I. was  directed  to  occupy  the  hills  crowning  this- 
ford.  My  batteries  were  placed  in  eligible  positions,  the  brigades 
being  sheltered  in  rear  of  them.  Tlic  cuemy  planted -a  number  of 
batteries  upon  the  hills  across  the  river,  and  about  ten,  A:  M.,  opened 
a  heavy  firo  upon  my  batteries,  which  was  continued  without  inter- 
mission until  late  in  the  afternoon.  My  batteries  did  not  reply  to 
this  lire,  but  when  their  heavy  .columns  of  infantry  advanced  down 
the  road  towards  the  Springs,  simultaneously  the  batteries  of  Brax- 
ton, Latham,  Davidson,  Mcintosh,  and  Pef  ram  poured  in  saeh  a 
storm  of  shot  that  the  enemy  were  scattered  in  the  greatest  confu- 
sion. Twice  was  this  repeated.  My  own  loss  was  but  eighteen^  that 
of  the  enemy  must  have  been  heavy  in  comparison.  At  nightfall,  I 
was  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  Hood,  and  the  next  morning  com* 
menced  the  flank  n^ovement  to  Manassas.  A  march  of  thirty-foar 
miles  was  made  in  two  days.  ' 

Wednesday  morning,  at  Manassas  Junction,  Branch's  brigade  had 
a  sliarp  encounter  with  a  battery  supported  by  the  twelfth  Pennsylva- 
nia cavalry.     They  were  soon  dispersed. 

Field,  Pender,  Archer  and  Thomas  were  directed  to  the  right 
and  towards  the  railroa^l  bridge,  and  soon  encountered  the  New 
Jersey  brigade  of  General  Taylor.  They  had  just  arrived  from 
Alexandria,  disembarked  from  the  cars,  and  were  forming  line  of  bat- 
tle when  they  were  attacked,  and  routed  completely.  General  Taylor 
mx^rtally  wounded,  and  two  hundred  prisoners  taken  ;  the  train  in 
which  th'-y  came,  and  the  railroad  bridge  were  destroyed.  That  night, 
about  twelve  o'clock,  the  depot  buildings,  with  an  immense  amount  of 
commissary  stores,  and  about  two  miles  of  loaded  freight  cars  were 
burned,  and,  at  one  o'clock,  I  moved  tny  division  to  Centreville.  At 
ten,  A.  M.,  moved  upon  the  Warrenton  pike,  towards  the  stone  bridge, 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Jackson,  dated  battle-field  of 
Manassas,  eight,  A.  M.,  that  <<  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat,  and  to 
move  down  to  the  fords  and  intercept  him."    Bat  having  juat  seen 
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two  intercepted  despatches  from  Pope  to  McDowell^  ordering  the  for- 
mation of  hiB  line  of  battle  for  the  next  day,  on  Manassas  plains,  I 
deemed  it  best  to  push  on  and  join  General  Jackson.  That  evening, 
(Thursday,)  there  was  a  little  artillery  practice  by  some  of  my  bat- 
teries on  the  enemy's  infantry. 

Battle  of  Manassas. 

Friday  morning,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Jackson, 
I  occupied  the  line  of  the  unfinislted  railroad,  my  ^treme  left  resting 
near  bndley's  ford,  my  right  near  the  point  where  the  road  strikes 
the  open  field,  Gregg,  Field  and  Thomas  in  the  front  line — Gregg  oti 
the  left  and   Field  on  the  Hght — with  Branch,  Pender  and  Archer  as 
snpports.     My  batteries  were  in  the  open  field  in  rear  of  the  infantry, 
the  nature  of  my  position  being  such  as  to  preclude  the  effective  use 
of  much  artillery    ^  Tbe  evident  intention  of  the  enemy  this  day  was 
to  turn  our  left  and  overwhelm  Jackson's  corps  before  Longstreet 
came  up,  and,  to  accomplish  this,  the  most  persistent  and  furious  on- 
sets were  made,  by  column  after  column  of  infantry,  accompanied  by 
numerous  batteries  of  artillery.     Soon  tny  reserves  were  all  in,  and 
up  to  six  o^clock,  my  division,  assisted  by  the  Louisiana   brigade  of 
General  Hays,  commanded  by  Colonel  Forno,  with  an  heroic  courage 
and  obstinacy  almost  beyond  parallel,  had  met  and  repulsed  six  dis* 
tinct  and  separate  asi^aults,  a  portion  of  the  time  the  majority  of  tbe 
men  being  without  a  cartridge.     The  reply  of  tbe  gallant  Gregg  to  a 
message  of  mine,  is  worthy  of  notice,  **  Tell  General  HiH  that  my  am* 
munition  is  exhausted,  but  that  I  will  hold  my  position  with  the  bay- 
net."     The  enemy  prepared  for  a  last  and  determined  attempt.  Their 
scried  masses,  overwhelming  superioiity  of  numbers,  and  bold  bear- 
ing, made  the  chance  of  victory  to  tremble  in  the  balance  ;  my  own 
division,  exhausted  by  seven   hours'  unremitted  fighting,  hardly  one 
round  per  man  remaining,  and  weakened  in  all  things,  save  its  un- 
conquerable spirit.     Casting  about  for  help,  fortunately  it  was  here 
reported  to  me  that  the  brigades  of  Generals  Lawton  and  Early  were 
near  by,  and,  sending  for  then*,  they  promptly  moved  to  my  front  at 
the  most  opportune  moment,  and  this  last  charge  met  the  same  disas- 
trous fate  that  had  befallen   those  preceding.     Having   received  an 
order  from  General  Jackson  to  endeavor  ♦©  avoid  a  general  engage- 
ment, my  commanders  of  brigades  contented  themselves  with  repuls- 
ing the  eiiCmy,  and  following  them  up  but  a  few  hundred  yards. 

During  the  night  of  the  29th,  my  brigades  were  engaged  in  refill- 
ing cartridge-boxes,  and  generally  putting  themeelves  in  condition  for 
the  morrow's  fight. 

Brigadier  General  Field  was  Severely  wounded,  and  I  regret  that 
his  invaluable  assistance  was,  in  consequence,  lost  to  me  during  the 
balance  of  the  campaign.  Ilis  gallant  bearing  and  soldierly  qualities 
gave  him  unbounded  influence  over  his  men,  and  they  were  ever  ready 
'^  follow  where  he  led;  The  command  of  his  brigade  devolved  upon 
Colonel  Brockenbrough,  of  the  fortieth  Virginia. 
I'he  gallant  Forno  was  also  stricken  down,  with,  as  was  supposed  p^ 
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the  time,  a  toiortal  wotind.     Colonel  Strong  sace^eded  to  bifl 
mand. 

General  Pender  was  knocked  down  by  a  ehell,  but,  as  onee  before, 
refoeed  to  leave  the  fi'Id. 

Archer's  horse  was  killed  under  him.  Branch,  Pender,  Brocken- 
brongh  and  Strong  were  brought  from  the  front  and  placed  in  reserre. 

X)n  the  dOth,  about  two  o'clock,  the  enemy  again  made  an  attack 
aloDge  onr  whole  line.  The  attack  on  my  part  of  the  line  was  gal- 
lantly resisted  by  Archer  and  Thomasv-^Gregg  still  holding  the 
extreme  left.  Tlys  oi^aet  was  so  fierce,  and  in  such  force,  that  at  first 
some  headway  was  made,  but  throwing  in  Pender  and  Brockenbrongh, 
their  advance  was  again  checked,  and  eventually  repulsed  with  great 
}oss.  Later  in  the  evening,  I  sent  a  message  to  General  Jackson  that 
I  had  ordered  my  whole  line  to  advance,  and  it  was  approved,  and  he 
directed  me  to  advance  in  echelon  of  brigades.  G^his  order  was 
promptly  carried  out;  Pender,  Archer,  Thomas  and  Branch  steadily  ad- 
vancing. Branch-on  the  extreme  left,  thrown  considerably  back,  met 
no  resistance,and  Brockenbrough,  oi^  the  extreme  right,  being  separated 
from  his  own  divison  by  one  or  two  of  Taliaferro's  brigades,  advanced 
in  conjunction  with  them.  Gregg  and  Strong  were  held  back  to  meet 
a  threatened  movement  on  my  left.  The  three  brigades  of  Pender, 
Archer  and  Thomas,  however,  held  together,  and  drove  evorything 
.  before  them^  capturing  two  batteries,  many  prisoners,  and  resting  that 
night  on  Bull  Run ;  and  the  ground  thus  won,  was  occupied  that 
night.  These  brigades  had  penetrated  so  far  within  the  enemy's 
lines,  that  Captain  Ashe,  A.  A.  G.  to  General  Pender,  was  taken 
prisoner  that  night,  returning  from  my  headquarters  to  his  own  brig- 
ade. 

The  batteries  of  Braxton,  Pegram,  Mcintosh  and  Crenshaw  were  gal- 
lantly served  during  this  fight,  and  did  yeoman's  service.     The  batUe 
.  being  thus  gloriously  won,  my  bien  slept  among  the  dead  and  dyi^g 
enemy. 

My  loss  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  killed,  thirteen  hundred 
and  eight  wounded;  total,  fifteen  bundled  and  seven,  of  which  Gregg's 
brigade  lost  six  hundred  and  nineteen. 

The  brave  Colonels  Marshall,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Forbes  of 
Tennessee,  were  killed ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Leadbetter,  of  South 
Carolina,  also  met  a  soldier's  death.  Colonels  Barnes,  Edwards  and 
McGowftn,  Lieutenant  Colonels  MoCorkle,  Farron  and  McCready,  and 
Major  firockman,  of  Gregg's  brigade,  were  wounded. 

The  stubborn  tenacity  with  which  Gregg's  brigade  held  its  position 
this  day,  is  worthy  of  highest  commendation. 

Ox  Hill. 

f  Monday  evening,  September  1st,  the  divisions  arrived  near  Ger- 
mantown,  on  the  Little  river  turnpike,  and  it  was  understood  the  en- 
emy were  in  force,  in  a  strong  position,  known  as  Ox  Hill,  and 
prepared  to  dispute  otir  further  passage.  By  direction  of  General 
Jaekson,  I  sent  forward  the  brigades  of  Branch  and  Brockenbrongh 
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to  fe«l  and  eagige  tfae  eneatty.  This  battle  eomm«oced  under  tlie 
most  anfaTorable  circumstances,  a  beary^  blinding  rain-storm  directly 
ia  the  faces  of  my  men*  These  two  brigades  gallantly  engaged  the 
enemy,  Branch  being  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  in  front  and  in  his 
flank.  Groggy  Pender,  Thomas  and  Archer  were  successively  thrown 
in.  The  enemy  obstinataly  contested  the  ground,  and  it  was  not 
antil  the  Federal  Generals  Kearney  and  Stevens  had  fallen  in  front 
of  Thomas'  brigade,  that  they  were  driven  from  the  ground.  The^ 
did  not,  however,  retire  far,  until  later  during  the  night,  when  th^ 
entirely  disappeared.  The  brunt  of  this  figlvt  was  borne  by  Branch, 
Gregg  and  Pender.  Colonel  Biddick  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller, 
of  Pender's  brigade,  were  mortally  wounded,  and  Captain  Stone, 
commanding  sis^teenth  North  Carolina,  and  Major  Bivers,  of  Thomas' 
brigade,  severely  so. 

My  loss  was  thirty*nine  killed  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
wounded ;  total,  three  hundred  and  six. 

On  the  5th  September,  the  division  crossed  into  Maryland,  near 
Leesbnrg,  and,  on  the  11th,  recrossed  into  Virginia  at  Williamaporl, 
advanced  upon  Martinsburg«  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets, 
entered  the  town  on  the  12th,  and  caused  General  White  with  sonte 
three  thouaandi  men,  to  fall  back*  upon  Harper's  Ferry.  A  large 
quantity  of  commissary  and  quarterviaster  stores  were  taken  at  Mar* 
tinsburg. 

Saturday,  the  13th,  arrived  at  Harper's  Ferry,  my  division  being 
in  advance. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  necessary  signals  from  the  Loudon  and 
Maryland  Heights  having  notified  us  that  all  was  ready,  I  was  or- 
dered by  General  Jackson  **  to  move  along  the  left  bank  of  the  She- 
nandoah, and  thus  turn  the  enemy's  deft  flank,  and  enter  Harper's 
Ferry."  The  enemy  occupied  a  ridge  of  hills  known  as  Bolivar 
Heights,  extending  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Shenandoah,  naturally 
strong,  but  rendered  very  formidable  by  extensive  earthworks.  Hav- 
tag  first  shelled  the  woods  over^ which  my  route  lay,  I  moved  oMiqu(^ly 
to  my  right  until  I  struck  the  Shenandoah.  Moving  down  the  She- 
nandoah, I  discovered  an  eminence* crowning  the  extreme  left  of  the 
enemy's  line,  bare  of  all  earthworks,  the  only  obstacles  being  abattis 
of  fallen  timber  The  enemy  occupied  this  hill  with  infantry,  but 
no  artillery.  Branch  and  Gregg  were  ordered  to  continue  the  march 
along  the  river,  and  during  the  night  to  take  advantage  of  the  raviTies, 
catting  the  precipitous  banks  of  the  river,  and  establish  themselves^ 
on  the  plain  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  works.  Pender,  Archer 
and  Brockenbrough  wore  directed  to  gain  the  crest  of  the  hill  before 
mentioned ;  Thomas  followed  as  a  reserve.  The  execution  of  this 
movement  was  entrusted  to  General  Pender,  his  own  brigade  being 
commanded  by  Colonel  Brewer.  This  was  accomplished  with  but 
slight  resistance,  and  the  fate  of  Harper's  Ferry  was  sealed.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Walker  was  directed  to  bring  up  his  guns,  and  estab- 
lish them  in  the  position  thus  gained.  This  was  done^uring  the 
night,  by  the  indomitable  resolution  and  energy  of  Colonel  Walker 
.  aod  his  adjutant,  Lieutenant  Cbamberlainei  ably  seconded  by  theci^- 
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toinB  of  batteriM.  Generals  Brahofa  kwi  Gregg>  bad*  also  gaioed  die 
position  desired,  and  daybreak  found  them  in  rear  of  the  esemy^is  Une 
of  defence.  General  Pender,  with  Thomas  in  support,  moved  his 
brigades  to  within  one  hnndred  and  fifty  yards  of  lht»  works, 
and  were  sh^Iiered  as  much  as  possible  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
At  dawn,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker  opened  a  rapid  ecfitade  fire  from 
all  his  batteries,  at  about  one  thousand  yards'  range.  The  enemy  re- 
plied vigorously.  In  an  hour,  the  enemy's  fire  seeming  to  be  pretty 
well  silenced,  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  cease,  and  tbia  waa  the 
siji^nnl  for  storming  the  works.  General  Pender  bad  commenced  his 
advance,  when  the  enemy  again  opening,  Pegram  and  Grooshaw  were 
run  forward  to  within  four  hundred  yards,  and  quickly  oominfir  into 
battery,  poured  in  a  dnmaging  fire.  The  enemy  now  displayed  the 
white  fl»g,  and  Lieutenant  ChamberUine  was  sent  in  to  know  if  thej 
surrendered.  This  was  soon  apcertained  to  be  the  fact,  and  the  gar- 
rison, &c.  was  surrendered  by  General  White,  Colonel  D:  S.  Miles, 
the  commanding  officer,  having  been  mortally  wounded.  By  direc- 
tion of  General  Jkckson,  I  granted  General  White  the  most  iiberal 
terms,  and  regret  to  report  that  this  magnanimtity  was  not  appreciated 
by  the  enemy,  as  the  wngons  which  were  loaned  to  carry  off  the  pri- 
vate baggage  of  ofiiccrs  were  net  returned  'for  nearly  two 
months,  and  not  until  repeated  calls  had  been  made  for  them. 
When  I  entered  the  works  of  the  enemy,  which  was  only  a  few 
moments  after  the  white  flag  had  been  shown,  there  was  apparently 
no  organization  of  any  kind — that  had  ceased  to  exist.  The  Inits  of 
this  victory  were  eleven  thousand  prisoners,  about  twelve  thousHad 
stand  of  arms,  seventy  pieces  of  artillery,  harness  and  horses,  a  Urge 
number  of  wagons,  commissary,  quartermaster  and  ordnance  stores. 
My  loss  was  three  killed  and  sixty-fix'  wounded. 

Sharpsburg. 

By  direction  of  General  Jackson,  I  remained  at  Harper's  Ferry 
until  the  morning  of  the  17th,  when,  at  half  past  six,  A.  M.,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Lee  to  move  to  Sharpsburg^  Leaving 
Thomas  with  his  brigade  to  complete  the  removal  of  .the  captured 
property,  my  division  Was  put  in  motion  half  past  seven,  A.  M.  The 
head  of  my  column  arrived  upon  the  battle-field  of  8harpsburg,  &  dis- 
tance of  seventeen  miles,  at  half-past  two,  and,  reporting  in  persoa 
to  General  liCe,  ho  directed  me  to  take  position  on  our  right.  Brig- 
adier General  D.  R.  Jones,  commanding  on  our  right,  gave  me  such 
information  as  my  ignorance  of  the  ground  made  neeessary.  My 
troops  were  rapidly  thrown  into  position — Pender  and  Brockenbrough 
on  the  extreme  right,  looking  to  a  road  which  crossed  the  Anteitam, 
near  its  mouth,  and  Branch,  Gregg  and  Archer,  extending  to  the  left 
and  connecting  with  D.  R.  Jones'  division.  Mcintosh's  battery  had 
been  (tent  forward  to  strengthen  Jones'  right,  weakenad  by  troops 
withdrawj}  to  our  left  and  centre.  Braxton's  battery^  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Marye,  (Captain  Braxton  acting  as  obief  of  artiHerv^  was 
placed  upon  a  commandmg  point  on  Gregg's  right,  aadOreuliav  aftd 
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P«grM»o^  al^iH.to  mj  left,  ▼hieh  gave  ihem  a  wide  field  of  fire^ 
My  troops,  were  not  in^a  moment  too  soon.  The  enemy  bad  already 
.advaBCcd  in  three  lines,  had  broken  through  Jones'  division,  cap- 
tered  Mcintosh's  battery,  and  were  in  the  fail  tide  ofsaccess.  With 
m*  j«li  of  defiance.  Archer  charged  them,  retook  Mcintosh's  gans, 
ttod  drove  them  back  pell  mell.  Branch  and  Gregg,  with  their  old 
Teterans,  sternly  held  their  groand,  and  pouring  in  destructive  voU 
lejSy  the  tide  of  the  ememy  surged  back,  and  breaking  in  confusion^ 
passed  out  of  sight.  .  Daring  this. attack,  Pender's  brigade  was  moved 
from  my  right  to  the  centre,  but  the  enemy  were  driven  back  without 
ftetively  jeagaging  his  brigadei.  The  three  brigades  of  my  division 
actively  engaged  did  not  number  over  two  thousand  men,  and  these, 
with  the  help  of  my  splendid  batteries,  drove  back  B.urnside's  corps 
of  fifteen  thousand  men. . 

The  Confederacy  has  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  gallant  soldier  and  ac- 
eompli^bed  gentleman,  who  fell  in  this  battle,  at  the  head  of  his  brig- 
ado^  Brigadier  General  L.  O'B.  Branch,  of  !North  Carolina,  He  was 
in  J  senior  brigadier,  and  one  to  whom  I  could  have  entrusted  the 
command  of  the  division  with  all  confidence. 

General  Gr^gg,  of  South  Carolina-,  was  wounded,  and  the  brave 
Colonel  Barnes  mortally  so.  My  gallant  Captain  Program,  of  the 
artillery,  was  also  wounded,  for  the  first  time. 

My  losswas  sixty-three  killed  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
wounded.     Total,  three  hundred  and  forty-six. 

We  |ay  upon  the  field  of  battle  that  night,  and  until  the  next  night 
at  one  o'clock,  when  my  division  was  silently  withdrawn,  and,  as  di» 
rected  by. General  Lee,  covered  the  retirement  of  our  army.  My  di- 
vision crossed  the  Potomac,  into  Virginia,  about  ten,*  A.  M.,  the 
aext  morning,  every  wagon  anl  piece  of  artillery  having  been  safely 
pat  on  the  Virginia  shore.  I  bivouacked  that  night,  1 9th,  about  five 
miles  from  Shepherdstown« 

Shcpherdstown. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2()th,  at  half-past  six,  I  was  directed  by 
General  Jackson  to  take  my  division  and  drive  across  the  river  some 
brigades  of  the  enemy,  who  had  crossed  during  the  night,  driven  off 
General  Pendleton's  artillery,  capturing  four  pieces,  and  were  making 
preparations  ta  hold  their  position.  Arriving  opposite  Boteler's  ford, 
and  about  half  mrle  therefrom,  I  formed  my  line  of  battle  in  two 
lines — ^the  first,  the  brigades  of  Pender,  Gregg  and  Thomas,  under 
eommand  of  General  Gregg,  and  the  second.  Lane;  (Branch's  brig- 
ade)  Archer  and  Brockenbough,  under  the  command  of  General 
Areher. 

The  enemy  had  lined  the  opposite  hills  with  some  seventy  pieces 
ef  artillery,  and  the  infantry,  who  had  crossed,  lined  the  crest  of  the 
high  banks  on  the  Virginia  shore.  My  lines  advanced  simultaneously, 
and  soon  eneoantered  the  enemy^.  This  advance  was  made  in  ^e  face 
ef  the  most  tremendons  fire  of 'artillery  I  ever  saw,  and  too  much 
ffmm  eaiiaot  be  awarded  my  regiment  for  ^ir  steady,  nnwaveriair 
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step.  It  was  as  if  each  man  felt  that  the  fiite  of  tite  tirmj  im 
centred  in  himself  The  infantry  opposition  in  front  of  Oregg^i 
centre  and  right  was  bat  trifling,  and  sdon  bmshed  away.  The  ea* 
emy,  however,  massed  in  front  of  Pender,  and  extending,  endea?- 
ored  to  turn  his  left.  General  Pender  became  hotly  engaged,  an! 
informing  Archer  of  his  danger,  he  (Archer)  mored  by  the  left  flank, 
and  forming  on  Pender's  left,  a  simaltaneoas,  daring  charge  wu 
made,  and  the  enemy  driven  pell  mell  into  the  river.  Then  com- 
menced the  most  terrible  slaughter  that  this  war  has  yet  witnessei 
The  broad  surface  of  the  Potomac  was  blue  with  the  floating  bodies 
of  our  foe.  But  few  escaped  to  tell  the  tale.  By  their  own  seeount 
they  lost  three  thousand  men  killed  and  drowned  from  one  brigade 
alone.     Some  two  hundred  prisoners  were  taken. 

My  own  loss  was,  thirty  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-oae 
wounded.     Total,  two  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

This  was  a  wholesome  lesson  to  the  enemy,  and  taught  them  t» 
know  that  it  may  be  dangerous  sometimes  to  press  a  retreating  a^r. 

In  this  battle  I  did  not  use  a  piece  of  artillery.  My  division  per* 
formed  its  share  in  the  destruction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohior  rail- 
road, and  about  the  1st  November,  took  position  at  Caatleinaii^s 
Ferry,  near  Snicker's  Gap.  November  5th,  Archer's  and  Thomas' 
brigades  being  on  picket  at  the  ferry  with  Pegram's  and  Latham's 
batteries,  the  enemy  made  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  bat  were 
handsomely  repulsed  by  the  nineteenth  Georgia,  and  the  batteries, 
with  a  loss  of  two  hundred  men. 

During  this  campaign,  the  especial  good  conduct  of  Coloneli 
Brewer,  Mallory,  Folsom  and  Major  C.  C.  Cole,  deserves  mention. 
Captain  Wright,  of  Georgia,  commanding  my  escort,  was  invaluable 
to  me,  and  proved  himself  a  cool,  clear-headed  fighter. 

My  thanks  are  due  my  staff  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  in* 
telligent  transmission  of  my  orders  under  a  fire  frequently  uncom- 
fortably hot;  Major  R.  G.  Morgan,  assistant  adjutant  general; 
Major  Wingate,  Captain  R.  H.  Adams,  signal  officers;  lieutenant 
Murray  Taylor,  aid-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Camfield,  of  my  escort. 

My  loss  during  this  series  of  battles,  was,  three  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  killed,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  nine  wounded.  Total, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.. P.  HILL, 
Majifr  General  commanding  Light  Diviskn, 
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HEPOET  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  BTUART  OF  OPERA- 
TIONS FROM  THE  ADVANCE  OF  THE  ARMY  TILL  IT 
REACHED  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

f 

Headquartebs  Cavalry  Division,      ) 
Army  of  Northren  Virginia^  Febraar  j  5,  1863.  J 

Brigadier  Oeceral  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assisicnt  Adft  and  Inspector  General^  Army  of  Korthtm  Fit.  ; 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  during  the  period  of  the  army's  advance 
to  the  Rappahannock,  in  August  last : 

My  command,  at  that  time,  consisted  of  Hampton's  brigade^  left  on 
•observation  on  the  Charles  City  border,  where  the  enemy's  dcmonstra- 
'tions  left  us  in  some  doubt  about  his  intentions ;  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  at 
'Hanover  Court-House,  (where  also  were  my  headquarters,)  and  a  bat- 
tery 6f  horse  artillery  to  each.  On  the  16th  of  August^  1862,  in  pur- 
Buance  of  the  commanding  General's  (R.  £.  Lee)  secret  instructions,  I 
put  this  brigade  on  the  march  for  the  vicinity  of  Kaccocn  ford,  near 
which  point  the  army  under  his  command  was  rapidly  concentrating. 
-General  Fitzhugh  Lee  was  directed  by  me  to  proceed  the  next  day 
'from  near  Davenport's  bridge,  opposite  Beaver  Dam,  across  to  the 
vicinity  of  Raccoon  ford,  where  I  promised  to  join  him  on  that 
evening,  (17th.)  I  proceeded,  on  the  cars,  directly  to  the  command- 
ing General,  whom  I  found  near  Orange  Court-House.  My  command 
was  now  augmented  by  the  addition  of  another  brigade,  Robertson's, 
and  it  was  intended  to  concentrate  the  bulk  of  this  force  near  Rac- 
coon ford,  cross  and  attack  the  enemy's  communications  in  rear  of 
Culpeper  Court-House,  simultaneously  with  a  blow  by  the  main  body 
in  front.  I  rode  down  to  Yerdiersville,  a  point  on  the  plank  road, 
opposite  Raccoon  ford,  where  I  expected  confidently  to  m%et  Lee's 
brigade  that  evening.  I  found  no  one  there,  except  the  few  inhabit- 
ants, who  had  heard  nothing  of  the  brigade.  It  was  night ;  but  as  it 
was  highly  important  to  communicate  with  Lee's  brigade,  with  a  view 
to  crossing  the  next  day,  I  sent  my  Adjutant  General,  Major  Fits« 
hugh«  on  the  road  on  which  (ioneralT.  Lee  was  to  have  marched,  to 
look  for  him,  remaining,  myself,  at  Yerdiersville.  ,  At  early  dawn,  next 
morning,  I  was  aroused  from  the  porch  where  I  lay,  by  the  noise  of 
liorsemen  and  wagons,  and  walking  out  bareheaded  to  tlie  fence  near 
by,  found  that  they  were  coming  from  the  very  direction  indicated  for 
General  F.  Lee.  I  was  not  left  long  in  this  delusion,  however,  for 
4wo  officers.  Captain  Mosby  and  Lieutenant  Gibson,  whom  I  sent  to 
ascertain  the  truth,  were  fired  upon  and  rapidly  pursued.  I  bad 
barely  time  to  leap  upon  my  horse,  just  as  I  was,  and,  with  Major 
Von  Borcke  and  Lieutenant  Dabnoy,  of  my  staff,  escaped  by  leaping 
a  hiffh  fence.  The  major,  who  took  the  road,  wae  fired  at  as  long  aa 
in  sight,  but  none  of  us  were  hurt.  There  was  no  assistance  for  ten 
miles.    Having  stopped  at  the  nearest  woods,  I#observed  die  party 
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amrMch  a&d  leave  in  great  kasto,  but  not  without  my  hat  and  the 
eioak  whieb  had  formal  my  bed.  Major  Fitzhngh,  in  his  searches 
for  General  Lee,  waft  caught  by  this  party,  and  borne  off  as  a  prisonet 
cf  war.  General  Lee's  brigade  did  not  arrive  till  the  night  of  the 
18th,  a  day  behind  time.  Not  appreciating  the  necessity  of  punc- 
tuality in  this  instance,  he  changed  his  course  after  leaving  me,  and 
turned  back  b;  Louisa  Court* Uonse,  following  his  wagons,  which  I 
had  directed  him  to  send  by  that  point  for  provisions,  &c.  By  this 
failure  to  comply  with  instructions^  not  only  the  movement  of  the 
cavalry  across  the  Rapidan  was  postponed  a  day,  but  a  fine  opporta« 
nity  lost  to  overhaul  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  a  predatory 
exoursion  fSetr  beyond  their  lines.  By  the  great  detour  made  by  this 
brigade  it  was  not  in  condition  to  move  on  the  19th  upon  a  forced 
inarch  to  the  enemy's  rear ;  but,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  commanding  General,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  accompanies 
this  report,  the  19th  was  devoted  to  rest  and  preparation,  moving 
down  for  bivouac  near  Mitchell's  ford  late  in  the  evening.  During 
the  day  the  order  of  battle,  marked  G,  and  subsequent  instructions, 
marked  B,  wei'e  received  from  the  commanding  General,  from  which, 

^  it  seemed,  the  enemy  had  escaped  attack.  At  moonrise,  on  the  20th, 
about  four  A.  M.,  General  Lee's  and  Robertson's  brigades  were  moved' 
across  the  Rapidan  at  two  adjacent  fords,  and  pushed  rapidly  forward — 
Xee's  diaectly  by  Madden,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
Kelley's  and  £ly's  fords,  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  Robertson's,, 
"which  I  act  o  np-inied,  via  Stevensburg,  (a  village  four  miles  east  of 
Gulpeper  Court- House,)  towards  Brandy  Station.  Brigadier  General 
Fit«hngh  Lee,  whose  written  report  has  not  been  furnished,  found 
the  enemy's  rear  near  Kelley's  ford,  and,  by  vigorous  attack,  secured 
several  prisoners  and  a  cavalry  color.  One  of  Robertson's  regiments,, 
-with  the  artillery  of  his  brigade,  had  been,  by  my  direction,  left  on 
the  upper  Rapidan.  Golonel.T.  T.  Munford,  who  commanded  that  regi- 
ment, was  ordered  to  keep  on  the  left  of  Jackson's  wing  and  keep  pace 
with  its  movements.  Robertson's  brigade  encountered  the  enemy 
first,  between  Stevensburg  and  Brandy,  the  immense  dust  raised  pre- 
venting  our  movement  being  conducted  with  secrecy.  Colonel  Wm. 
E.  Jones,  (7th  Virginia  cavalry,)  being  in  advance,  captured  a  party 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  was  kept  at  bay  for  some  time  by  the 
enemy  occupying. a  wood  near^Brandy  ;  but  having  received  a  fresh 
supply  of  ammunition,  pushed  boldly  forward  this  regiment  by  the 
road.  General  Robertson,  with  his  main  body,  sixth,  twelfth  and 
seventeenth  Virginia  cavalry,  keeping,  by  my  direction,  to  the  left,  so 
as  to  sweep  across  the  open  country  towards  Barbour's,  and  flank  the 
enemy's  position.  The  enemy's  force  engaging  us  appeared  to  be 
cavalry  only,  and  gave  way  gradually  along  the  road  towards  Rappa- 
hannock Station  ;  but,  about  midway  between  Brandy  and  Rappahan*- 
nock,  made  a  determined  stand,  in  solid  column  of  squadrons,  on  the 
ridge,  with  skirmishers,  mounted,  deployed  to  the  front,  with  which 
Joiiea  soon  became  engaged  with  unequal  force.  I  koen^  the  country 
to  be  too  much  intersected  by  ditches  to  render  operations  frcQ,  and 

'  considered  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  advance  along  the  road.    Rpb* 
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•rtsoD,  who  was  dow  eent  for  in  kaita  to  8ii{^[K»t  Mf  sd««BM  \ 
ment,  was  found  to  have  mistaken  the  direction,  and  borne  too  mack 
to  the  left ;  but,  as  the  enemy  did  not  profit  by  'thta  tniBhap,  nothing 
was  lost  by  the  delay,  and  the  remaining  regiments  were  hurled  in 
rapid  succession,  in  column  of  fours,  upon  the  enemy'a  main  hoij. 
It  was  perfectly  plain  that  the  enemy's  force  was  superior  in  numbeirf 
to  ours ;  but  as  Pope  had  evidently,  with  hls^main  body,  reached  the 
other  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  it  was  not  probable,  therefore,  diat 
a  fierce  onset  of  such  cavalry  as  ours — animated  by  such  incendvet 
and  aspirations — could  be  withstood,  and  sure  enough,  before  the 
elash  of  their  sabres  could  make  havoc  in  his  ranks,  he  turned  ia 
flight,  and  took  refuge  close  to  the  river,  under  the  protection  of  his 
batteries  planted  beyond  the  river.     Our  squadrons  rapidly  reformed 
for  a  renewal  of  the  fight;  but  having  no  artillery  yet  up,  the  grennd 
was  such  that  cavalry  alone  could  not  have  attacked  the  enemy  under 
•uch  protection  without  sacrifice  inadequate  to  the  risk.     Oeneral 
Fitzhugh  Lee's  brigade  was  sent  for  to  reinforce  Robertson  as  soon 
as  the  enemy  was  found  in  force  here.      It  arrived  just  at  thia  time 
with  Pelham's  battery  of  horse  artillery,  but  the  enemy  had  safely 
passed  the  ford  before  a  battery  could  be  placed  to  interfere  with  his  f 
progress,  and,  there  being  now  no  enemy  south  of  the  Rappahannock, 
except  those  in  our  hands,  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  te 
rest.      The  advance  of  Jackson  reached  the  vicinity  of  Brandy  that 
niffht.     I  kept  the  commanding  General  notified  of  my  whereabouts 
and  the  enemy's  movements  during  the  day.     In  the  meantiqie,  Mun- 
ford  had  advanced  to  Gulpeper,  where  he  found  a  number  of  prisoners. 
In  the  action  at  Brand v  Station,  our  troops  behaved  in  a  manner  highly 
creditable,  and  Colonel  Jones,  whose  regiment  so  long  bore  the  brant 
of  the  fight,  behaved  with  marked  courage  and  determination.      I 
regret  his  report  has  not  yet  been  furnished.     The  enemy,  oecupyittg 
woods  and  hedge*roads,  with  dismounted  .men,  armed  with  long-range 
carbines^  were  repeatedly  dislodged  bv  his  bold  onslaughts,  while 
Floumoy  and  Herman  nobly  supported  the  seventh  in  the  critical 
moment,  when  confronted  by  two  brigades  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
Oeneral  Robertson  had  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  command  which  his 
superior  discipline,  organization  and  drill  had  brought  to  the  stability 
of  veterans.     Major  Heros  Yon  Borcke,  my  Adjutant  Oeneral,  wai 
conspicuous  in  the  charge,  and  led  an  important  flank  attack  at  the 
critical  moment  of  the  engagement.     While  that  brave  soldier  and  ven> 
erable  patriot,  animated  with  the  fires  of  youth.  Captain  Redmond 
Burke,  while  among  the  foremost  in  the  fierce  onset,  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  leg,   disabling  him  for  some  time .  from  active  duty. 
Brigadier  Oeneral  Robertson's  report  accompanies  this,  and  will  give 
-  some  interesting  information,  (marked  D.)     He  reports  a  loss  of  three 
<  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  while  the  enemy  left  several  more  dead 
*on  the  field,  and  sixty* four  were  taken  prisoners,  wounded  included, 
and  several  commissioned  oflScers,  together  with  their  arms  and  equips 
ments,  and  a  number  of  cavalry  horses.     Thus  ended  the  operations 
•  4>f  the  20th  August,  the  enemy's  operations  having  materially  modified 
^the  original  plan*     During  the  night,  outposts  were  lP9t  nDibj  the 
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^avdiry  Along  ike  entire  front  It  was^ftecertained^  by  my  command, 
during  the  day,  that  Barnside  had  effected  a  junction  with  Pope 
before  the  retreat,  and  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  principally  at  Eelly'fi 
ford  and  Rappahannock  Station  ford,  (the  main  body  of  his  cavalry, 
crossing  at  the  latter  place,)  and  that  the  retreat  began  the  night  pre- 
vious, the  wagon  trains  having  been  sent  off  early  in  the  day,  corrobo- 
TAticg  the  eonelttsions  auived  at  by  the  commanding  General,  on 
Olark's  mountain.  Accompanying  this  report  *will  also  be  foand  a 
map  of  the  country  traversed  in  the  operations  described,  drawn  by 
Oaptain  Blackford,  my  topographical  engineer. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Major  General  commandtJig  Cavalry. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  STUART  OF  OPERATIONS 
FROM  AUGUST  21st,  1862,  TO  EXPEDITION  TO  GAT- 
LETT'S  STATION. 


•i 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division  A.  N.  V, 
February  23,  1868. 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  A.  N,  V. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
continuing  the  series  from  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  August,  when  the 
amy  was  near  Brandy  Station,  with  my  command  in  front  along  the 
Rappahannock,  until  its  return  to  tho  south  side  of  that:  river  from  a 
successful  expedition  to  the  enemy's  rear  at  Catlett's  Station  : 

In  my  Ifist  report  I  committed  an  error  in  saying  thatLee^s  brigade 
joined  me  at  Brandy  Station  on  2()th  August,  only  two  regiments  of 
that  brigade,  first  and  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  did  so,  under  command 
of  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  fifth  Virginia  cavalry.  Brigadier  General 
Lee  with  the  remainder  continued  in  observation  of  the  enemy  at 
Kelly's  and  below. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  the  commanding  General,  I  directed 
Colonel  Rosser  to  move,  at  daylight,  with  his  command  for  Beverly  or 
Cunningham's  fofVd,  as  advance  guard  to  the  army,  to  seize  the  oppo- 
site bank  by  a  sudden  attack,  and  hold  as  much  of  the  country  beyond 
as  possible.  This  duty  was  nobly  performed,  and  by  the  time  I 
reached  the  spot.  Colonel  Bosser  had  accomplished  the  object,  cap- 
turing a  numbar  of  prisoners,  fifty  excellent  muskets,  stacked, 
(his  sudden  dash  having  frightened  the  enemy'  away  from  their 
arms)  and  held  enougtt  of  the  bank  beyond  to  make  a  erossiug  by  our 
infantry  practicable.  All  this  was  promptly  reported  to  General  Jack- 
son, who  supplied  me  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  ad- 
vantageously posted,  under  my  immediate  direction,  beyond. 

For  some  reason  the  army  did  not  follow,  and  our  small  force  of 
cavalry  and  this  section  of  artillery  sustained  an  unequal  contest  for 
a  greater  part  of  the  day  with  artillery,  infantry,  and  cavalry,  during 
which  a  brilliant  charge,  as  foragers,  was  made  by  Colonel  Rosser's 
cavalry,  dispersing,  capturing  and  killing  a  number  of  the  enemy, 
but  losing  one  captured,  whose  bravery  and  heroism  led  him  too  far. 
I  refer  to  Captain  John  Ells,  fifth  Virginia  cavalry.  The  daring  of 
Colonel  Rosser's  command  excited  the  unreserved  praise  of  the  enemy. 
Late  in  the  afternoon,  as  it  appeared  that  a  crossing  of  the  main 
body  would  not  be  attempted  by  us,  I  deemed  a  prolongation  of  this 
resistance  objectless,  which  reason  was  rendered  stronger  by  the  fact 
that  Brigadier  General  Robertson,  whose  brigade  had,  by  my  direction, 
crossed  above  and  penetrated  towards  the  immediate  front,  reported 
the  enemy  moving  with  heavj  force  upon  my  position  and  close  at 
hand.     I  therefore  withdrew  to  the  south  bank.     Brigadier  General 
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Robertson,  also  reerossing  tbe  Bappakftiinoek  proper  aboTe,  and  rest* 
ng  for  tho  night  in  the  foak  of  the  two  streams.  That  evening,  too^ 
Brigadier  Oeneral  Lee,  with  the  remaider  of  liis  brigade,  came  up, 
txcept  the  thii'd  Yirgraia  cavalrj,  left  helow  on  Longstreet's  flank 
und  rear.  On  the  22d  of  Angnst,  I  moved  early  to  Freeman's  ford, 
»n  the  Rappahannock  river,  where  I  haJ  a  picket  the  night  pre> 
rious,  to  carry  out  instroctions  by  effecting  a  crossing,  if  possible. 
Fhe  ford  was  commanded  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
bnr  pieces  of  the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  under  Captain  Palham,  tried 
n  vain  to  silence  the  enemy's  guns.  Having  advantage  in  position, 
ne  handled  the  enemy  severely,  though  suffering  casualties  in  his  own 
>attery.  "While  this  cannonading  was  going  en.  General  Jackson's 
column  passed  just  in  my  rear,  going  higher  up,  and  I  received  a  note 
*rom  the  commanding  General,  that  my  proposition  to  strike,  with 
cavalry,  the  enemy's  rear,  was  approved,  and  at  ten,  A.  M.,  I,  started 
:o  the  execution  of  the  plan,  with  the  main  portion  of  Robertson's 
brigade,  except  the  seventh  Virginia  cavalry,  (Jones',)  and  Lee's 
brigade,  except  the  third  Virginia  cavalry — say  about  fifteen  hundred 
rnen,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Proceeling  through  the  village  of 
Jefferson,  part  of  the  command  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Water- 
loo bridge,  and  the  remainder  at  Hart's  mill,  a  few  miles  below,  and 
took  the  direct  road  to  Warrenton.  Reaching  that  place  in  the  after- 
noon, I  halted  to  close  up  and  obtain  information,  ^'o  force  of  the 
eaemy  had  been  here  for  days.  From  this  point  I  directed  my  march 
to  the  rear  of  Cedar  creek,  with  the  view  to  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge  over  it,  near  Gatlett's  Station,  and  the  telegraph  line,  and  thus 
cut  the  enemy's  line  of  communication.  I  had  not  proceeded  far  be- 
fore a  terrific  storm  set  in,  which  was  a  serious  obstacle  to  the 
progress  of  artillery,  and  gave  indications  of  continuing  for  a 
sufficient  time  to  render  the  streams  on  my  return  impassable.  Lee's 
brigade  was  in  advance,  and  the  artillery  being  entrusted  to  one  of 
Robertson's  regiments,  (twelfth  Virginia  cavalry,)  the  head  of  the 
column  pushed  on  by  the  village  of  Auburn,  reaching  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity of  Gatlett's  after  dark.  Rosser,  being  again  in  front,  by  his  good 
Biddressand  consummate  skill,  captured  the  picket,  and  we  soon  found 
ourselves  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  encampments ;  but  the  darkest 
night  I  ever  knew.  Fortunately,  we  captured,  at  this  moment^  so 
critical,  a  negro  who  had  kno  vn  me  in  Berkeley,  and  who,  recogniz- 
ing me,  informed  me  of  the  location  of  General  Pope's  staff,  baggage^ 
horses;  &o.,  and  offered  to  guide  me  to  the  spot.  After  a  brief  con- 
sultation, it  was  determined  to  accept  the  negro's  propo«<ition,  as 
whatever  was  to  be  done  had  to  be  done  quickly,  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Fita.  Lee  selected  Colonel  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  regiment  for  the  work. 
The  latter  led  his  command'  boldly  to  within  a  lew  feet  of  the  tents 
occupied  by  the  convivial  staff  cf  General  Pope,  and  charged  the 
camp,  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  particularly  officers, 
securing  public  property  to  a  fabulous  amount.  While  this  was  go- 
ing on,  the  first  and  fifth  Virginia  cavalry  w?resent  to  attack  another 
camp  beyond  the  railroad  and  obstruct  the  latter.  This  was  gallantly 
done  under  the  dashing  lead   of  Coloueh   Rosser  and   JLlrien^  over 
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gvound  ezeeedlngly  dificnlt,  oroaaing  »  heary  illing  of  the  railroad, 
▼ith  ditches  each  side,  amid  darkness  and  %  perfect  torrent  of  rain. 
The  lights  here  wore  extinguished  at  the  first  pistol  shot,  and  theonlj 
light  left  to  guide  was  the  flash  of  the  enemy's  guns  from  thewagOBS. 
in  which  they  took  speedy  refuge.  It  wili  readily  b0  perceived  that 
under  such  circumstances  successful  attack  by  a  charge,  monntod,  iras 
hnpossible,  and  its  further  prosecution  was  deferred  for  the  aceom- 
plishment  of  what  was  the  great  object  of  the  expedition,  the  deetruc* 
tion  of  the  Cedar  Run  railroad  bridge. 

Capt.  Blackford,  with  a  picket  party,  set  about  this  arduous  under- 
taking, but  owing  to  the  fact  that  everything  was  saturated  with  irater, 
ignition  was  impossible.     Axes  were  looked  up  in  the  darkness  with 
great  difficulty,  and  the  energetic  and  thorough -going  Wickham  was 
sent,  with  his  regiment,  (fourth  Virginia  cavalry,)  to  effect  its  de- 
structions by  cutting  it  down,  and  finally  Brigadier  General  Lee  went 
in  person  to  superintend  it,  but  the  difficulties  were  insuperable,  for 
the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream,  where  a  cliff  afforded  ex* 
eellent  protection,  were  already  firing  upon  our  men,  who,  in  this  rain 
which  had  greatly  swollen  the  stream,  met  difficulty  at  every  step.  It 
was  formed  of  double  trestle-work  superposed,  which  rendered  de- 
struction difficult  and  repair  easy.     The  commanding  General  will,  I 
am  sure,  appreciate  how  hard  it  was  to  desist  from  the  undertaking, 
but  to  any  one  on  the  spot  there  could  be  but  one  opinion — its  impos- 
eibility — I  gave  it  up.     While  these  attempts  were  going  oa,  ether 
portions  of  the  command  were  securing  horses  and  other  Tslaable 
property  from  the  enemy's  camp  in  our  possession,  and  conducting 
the  large  numbers  of  prisoners  to  the  rear.     The  enemy  eoUeoted, 
after  their  first  stampede,  enough   to  fire '  a  volley  into  the  burning 
camp,  but  without  injury.     Brigadier  General  Robertson's  cogimand 
was  held  in  reserve,  of  which  the  twelfth  regiment  had  not  yet  ar* 
rived,  being  detained  by  the  artillery.     The  streams — Cedar  Run  and 
Rappahannock — were  in  my  rear,  and  the  former  was  reported  already 
swimming,  and  the  rain  still  continued.     This  cavslry  had  had  a  long 
inarch  without  intermission,  and  being  the  greater  part  of  the  cavalrj 
oif  the  army,  its  return  without  delay  was  neoesary.     These  consid- 
'  orations  determined  me  to  leave   before  daylight  with  what  had  beea 
accomplished.     I  accordingly   retired  by  the  same  route.     As  da; 
dawned  1  found,  among  the  great  number  of  prisoners,  Popovs  field 
quartermaster.  Major  Goulding,  and  ascertained  that  the  chief  quar* 
termaster  and  Pope*s  aid-de-camp,   (Colonel  L.  H.  Marshall^)  nar- 
rowly  escaped  the  same  fate.     The  men  of  the  command  had  secured 
Pope's  uniform,  his  horses  and  equipments,  money  chests,  and  a  great 
variety  of  uniforms  and   personal  baggage,  but  what  was  of  peculiar 
value  was  the  despatch  book  of  General  Pope,  which  contained  infor- 
mation of  great  importance  to  us,  throwing  light  upon  the  strength, 
inovements  and  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  disclosing  General  Pope's 
own  views  against  his  ability  to  defend  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock. 
These  and  many  others,  to  which  it  is  needless  now  to  refer,  were 
tran.^mitted  to  the  commanding  General  at  Ihe  time,  aad  no  copies 
Were  kept  by  me.  ^         j 
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71m  number  of  the  enemy's  killed  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
!>iir  own  loss  in  killed,  grounded  and  missing  was  slight — a  circam- 
itai.nee  affording  peculiar  reason  for  congratulation  under  the  extra* 
>rdinar7  circumstances  surrounding  the  enterprise.  Over  three 
lundred  prisoners,  of  whom  a  large  number  were  officers, .  were 
ns^Tched  safely  within  our  lines  at  Warren  ton  Springs,  on  the  2Sd 
>f  August,  where  General  Jackson  was  found  constructing  a  bridge. 
My  command  remained  that  night  on  the  north  bank  in  bivouac,  and 
the  next  day  recrossed  to  the  south  bank.  General  Jackson's  crossing 
»t  that  point  having  been  abandoned.  During  the  2Sd,  some  severe 
nicirmishing  with  artillery  took  place,  in  which  the  second  Virginia 
cavalry.  Colonel  Munford,  (Robertson's  brigade,)  suffered  to  some  ex* 
tent.  The  brigades,  after  recrossiDg  the  BappAhannock,  took  posir 
tion  between  Jefferson  and  Amiss ville,  the  main  portion  of  the  army 
being  now  between  the  two  rivers. 

I  ^el  bound  to  accord  to  the  officers  and  men,  collectively,  engage4 
in  thiB  Expedition,  vnqoalified  praise  for  their  good  conduct,  under 
circumstances  where  their  discipline,  fortitude,  endurance,  and 
bravery  stood  such  an  extraordinary  test.  The  horseman,  who,  at  hia 
officers'  bidding,  without  questioning,  leaps  into  unexplored  darkness, 
knowing  nothing  except  that  there  is  certain  danger  ahead,  possessee 
the  highest  attribute  of  the  patriot-soldrier.  It  is  a  great  source  of 
pride  to  me  to  command  a  division  of  such  men.  I  append  a  map, 
containing  that  portion  of  the  country  embraced  in  this  report  drawn 
by  Gftptain  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engineers.  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted to  my  st^ff  for  valuable  services  rendered.  They  were,  with- 
out exception,  prompt  and  indefatigable.  Subsequent  events  have 
shown  what  a  demoralising  effect  the  success  of  this  expedition  had 
upon  the  army  of  the  enemy — shaking  their  confidence  in  a  general 
who  had  scorned  the  enterprise  and  ridiculed  the  courage  of  his  ad- 
reraaries,  and  it  compelled  him  to  look  to  his  communications  and  . 
make  heavy  detachments  from  his  main  body  to  protect  them.  It  in-> 
flicted  a  motifying  disaster  upon  the  General  himself  in  the  loss  of 
hia  personal  luggage  and  part  of  his  staff. 

Appended  will  be  found  a  list  of  casualties. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E,  B.  STUART, 
Major  General  commanding. 
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MEMORANDA  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  J. 
E.  B.  STUART,  SECOND  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS,  OR 
GROVETON. 

Tuesday f   August   26,    1862 — General    Stuart  overtook   General 
Jackson  at  Gainesville,  at  four  o^clock,  P.  M.,  and  that  night  Bristo* 
Station  was  attacked,  General  Stuart  keeping  on  General  Jackson^i 
.right  flank,  between  him  and  Warrenton  Junction. 

Night  of  Tuesday,  August  26,  1862. — General  Stuart  took  General 
Trimble^s  brigade  of  infantry  and  a  part  of  his  cavalry,  and  went 
from  Bristoe  to  Manassas  Depot.* 

'  Wednesday^  August  27 — General  Stuart  made  an  attack  on  Manas* 
sas  Depot  at  daylight,  and  captured  eight  pieces  of  artillerj,  with 
horses,  harness,  all  complete,  and  immense  stores  of  all  kinds.  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  part  of  hjs  command,  came  up  at  noon,  ^twelve, 
M.,)  of  that  day,  and  fought  Taylor's  (Federal)  brigade  coming  from 
the  direction  of  Union  Mills,  in  which  fight  Generar Taylor  (Fede- 
ral) was  mortally  wounded.  In  the  meaQnm3,  General  Ewell  was  at- 
tacked at  Bristoe  Station,  and  towards  night,  retirod  upon  Manassas, 
Colonel  Rosser  protecting  bis  (EwelPs)  right  flank,  and  bringing  up 
his  rear  to  Manassas,  with  his  cavalry  regiment.  The  cavalrj  was 
picketing  and  scouting  in  every  direction  that  day  and  night.  Gen- 
eral Fitzhugh  Lee  was  sent  that  day  with  a  portion  of  his  command 
on  an  expedition  beyond  Fairfax  Gourt-House,  in  which  he  went  to 
Burke's  Station,  and  there  captured  prisoners,  stores,  &c. 

Night  of  Wednesday,  August  2\. — After  destroying  everything  at 
Manassas,  (stores,  &o.,)  the  army  started  for  the  Stone  Bridge,  a 
portion  going  by  the  way  of  Centreville,  the  cavalry  being  so  dis- 
posed as  to  cover  this  movement,  Colonel  Rosser  farming  the  rear 
guard  to  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division. 

Thursday,  August  28. — On  the  morning  of  this  day,  (tho  army 
facing  towards  Groveton,  Colonel  Rosser's  cavalry  being  on  our  left 
flank  and  front,)  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  stationed  on  our  right  flank 
as  videttes,  kept  watch  of  the  enemy's  movements,  with  orders  to  re- 
port to  General  Jackson.  General  St\iart,  with  portions  of  Robert- 
son's and  F.  Lee's  brigades,  (under  General  Robertson)  marched 
for  Ilaymarket,  keeping  along  the  south  side  of  Bull  Run,  (crossing 
sometimes)  by  a  by-way ;  but  before  reaching  there.  General  Stuart 
found  a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  he  skirmished  with  for  some  time, 
his  attack  on  them  at  Haymarket  being  intended  as  a  diversion  in 
favor  of  General  Longstreet,  who  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  at 
Thoroughfare  Gap.  General  Stuart  reached  Haymarket  at  three,  P. 
M.,  and  returned  about  dark,  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle,  which 
had  been  going  on,  joining  in  just  after  the  infantry  and  artillery 
ceased  firing.  General  Stuart  spent  the  night  of  Thursday,  August 
28th,  with  General  Jackson,  near  Sudley  mills. 

Friday,  August  29. — As  General  Stuart  rode  forward  towardl 
Groveton,  about  ten,  A.  M.,  he  found  that  the  enemv!^  sharashootdrs 
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lad  penetrated  Uie  woods   going  towards  the  ambalaneeB  and  train , 
breatening  to  cut  them  off.     Heat  once  directed  Captain  (now  Ma« 
or)  Pelham,  of  the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  who  was  near  by,  to  shell 
he  woods  and  gather  up  all  the  stragglers  around  the  train  and  drive 
>ack  the  enemy,  notifying  General  Jackson,  in  the  meantime,  of  what 
faa   transpiring.     Ho  also  ordered  the  quartermaster  to  move  the  . 
(rain  towards  Aldie,  and  sent  an  order  to  Major  Patrick  to  keep  his 
>attalion  of  cavalry  between  the  enemy  and  the  baggage  train,  a  duty 
which  he  faithfully  discharged,  receiving  a  mortal  wound  just  as  he 
gallantly  and  successfully  repulsed  a  larg^  force  of  the  enemy   that^ 
was  attempting  to  cross  the  run.     General  Stuart  also  sent  to  Colo- 
nel Baylor,  who  was  near  the  railroad  embankment,  in  command  of 
the  Stonewall  brigade,  asking  him  to  come  forward  and  drive  back  the 
enemy,  bat  he  replied  :  *'I  was  posted  here  for  a  purpose,  and  have 
positive  orders  to  stay  here,  which  I  must  obey."     Having  ordered 
Captain  Pelham  to  report  to  General'  Jackson,  General  Stuart  went 
towards  Haymarket  to   establish  communication  with  Generals  Lee 
and  LongBtreet,  accompanied  by   Brigadier  General  Robertson,  with 
a  portion    of  his  and  a  portion  of 'General  F.  Lee's  cavalry.     Gen- 
eral  Stuart  met  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet  on  the  road  between 
Haymarket  and  Gainesville,  and  informed  them  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  the  situation  of  General  Jackson's  forces,  and  those  of 
the  enemy.     General  Lee  inquired  for  some  way  to  the  Sudley  road. 
General  Stuart  showed  him  that  the  best  route  for  them  was  by  the 
turnpike,   which  they  took,  and  General  Stuart  moved  to  General 
Longstreet's  right  flank. 
I     The  detachment  of  cavalry    under   General   F.    Lee,  that   had 
been  to  Burke's  Station,  returned  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  to  the 
vicinity  of  General  Jackson,  at  Sudley. 

The  night  of  Friday^  August  29,  General  Stuart  was  two  miles  east 
of  General  Longstreet's  command. 

Saturday^  August  30. — General  Stuart  remained  on  Longstreet's 
right,  and  moved  down  upon  the  enemy  with  crushing  effect,  driving 
him  across  Bull  Bun,  at  Lewis'  Ford,  the  artillery  enfilading  his 
lines  and  firing  into  his  rear,  only  ceasing  to  fire  upon  him  at  dark, 
for  fear  of  firing  into  our  own  men.  ^ 
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BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  STUART  OF  OPERATION 
IMMEDIATELY  PRECEDING,  AND  INCLUDING,  THB 
BATTLE  OF  GROVETON. 

Hbadquartbrs  Stuart's  Cavalry  DiFfSiov,      > 
Armjf  of  Northern  Virginia,  February  28,   1863.  ) 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Chilton,  A.  A.  O,  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  famish  the  following  sumni&rj  of 
events  in  which  my  command  participated  immediately  preceding  ani 
snbseqaent  to  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  or,  as  it  shoald  be  more 

Eroperly  termed,* the  battle  of  Groveton  Heights,  Aagnst  SOth,  186S. 
[y  command  had  hardly  recrossed  the  Rappahannock,  as  narrated  ia 
my  last,  when  that  portion  of  it  left  on  outpost  duty  on    the    river 
became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  had  advanced   to  the  opposite 
bank.     It  was  soon  apparent  that  the  enemy  meditated  the  destraotion 
of  the  Waterloo  bridge,  the  only  bridge  over  the   stream   then  stacti- 
ing.   'Appreciating  its  importance  to  us,  I  directed  the  sharpshooters 
of  the  two  brigades  to  be  sent  to  its  defence,  and  the  command  of  this 
party,  numbering  about  one  hundred  men,  devolved,  by  selection,  upon 
Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  whose  judgment  in  post- 
ing  his  command  enabled  him  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
•  in  spite  of  desperate  attempts  to  reach  it,  and  held  possession  all  day 
and  night  against  infantry  and  artillery,  until  the  next  day,  when  hd 
turned  over  his  position  and  the   bridge,  intact,  to  a  regiment  of  in*  , 
fantry  sent  to  relieve  him.     During  the  day,  I  sent  Captain  J.  Iiar« 
deman  Stuart,  my  signal  officer,  t6  capture  the  enemy's   signal  party 
At.  View  Tree,  an  eminence  overlooking  Warrenton,  and  establish  his 
own   flag  instead — the   sequel   shows   with    what   success.     Colonel 
Munford's  regiment,  second  Virginia  cavalry,  was  detached  for  tem- 
porary service  with  General  Jaokson.     That  night  (25th)  I  repaired 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  commandiog  General,  and  received   niv 
final  instructions  to  accompany  the  movement  of  Major  General  Jd^rk- 
son,  already  begun.     I  was  to  start  at  two,  A.  M.,and,  upon  arnviug 
at  the  brigades  that  night,  at  one,  A.  M.,  I  had  reveille  sounded  and 
preparations  made  for  the  march*  at  two.     In  this  way  I  got  no  sleep, 
out  continued  in  the  saddle  all  night.     I  followed,  by  direction,  th6 
rouie  of  General  Jackson,  through.  Amisbville,  across  the  Rappafaan> 
nock,  at  Hinson's  Mill,  four  miles  above  Waterloo,  proceeded  through 
Orlean,  and   thence  on  the  road  to  Salem,  till,  getting  near  that  place, 
I  found  my  way  blocked  by  the  baggage  trains  and  artillery  of  Gen* 
eral  Jackson's  command.     Directing  the  artillery  and  ambulances  to 
follow  the  road,  I  left  it,  with   the  cavalry,  and  proceeded  by  farm 
roads  and  by-paths,  parallel  to  General  Jackson's  route,  to  reach  the 
head  of  his  column,  which  left  Salem  and  The   Plains  early  in  the  * 
morning  for  the  direction  of  Gainesville.     The  country  was  exceed- 
ingly roughs  but  I  succeeded,  by  the  aid  of  skillful  guides,  in  passing 
Bull  Run  Mountain  without  passing  Thoroughfare  Gap,  and,  withoat 
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ncideat  w^rlby  o^  maord,  passed  thrM^  Hajitaarket  Md  oTertodk 
General  Jackson  near  Gaiaesville  and  reported  to  him.  Swell's  dU 
ision  was  in  advance,  and  to  my  command  was  entrasted  guarding 
be  two  flanks  daring  the  remainder  of  the  pending  operations, 
26th.)  As  Lee's  brigade  passed  Hajmarket,  he  received  informa* 
ion  of  a  train  of  forage  wagons  of  the  enemy,  and  sent  oat  promptly 
.  regiment  and  captured  it.  Having  made  disposition  above  and 
elow  GainesvillCy  on  the  Warrenton  road,  with  cavalry  and  artillery, 

kept,  with  the  main  portion,  on  General  Jackson's  right,  crossing 
iroad  Ran  a  few  miles  above  Bristoe  and  intersectiDg  th^  railroad  to 
be  right  (sonth)  of  that  point.  The  cavalry  now  fronted  towards  the 
aain  body  of  the  enemy,  still  in  the  direction  of  the  Kappahannock, 
ind  covered  General  Jackson's  operations  on  the  railroad  bridge,  on 
approaching  which  Colonel  Monford's  regiment^  second  Virginia 
tavalry,  as  advance  guard,  made  a  bold  dash  into  the  place'  and  se« 
!ured  most  of  the  occupants.  About  dusk,  and  simoltaneously  with 
he  arrival  of  the  command  at  the  railroad,  trains  of  cars  came  rap« 
apidly  on  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton  Junction,  and  i>efore  ob<» 
itruction  could  be  made  the  firsc  passed  on,  though  fired  into  by  the 
Qfantry  ;  several  subsequent  ones  followed,  and  were  captured  by  the 
nfantry.  Details  of  these  operations  will,  no  doubt,  be  given  by 
jeneral  Jackson  and  the  division  commanders. 

As  soon  as  practicable,  I  rep)»rted  to  General  Jackson,  who  desired 
ii6  to  procee<l  to  Manassas,  and  ordered  General  Trimble  to  follow 
irith  his  brigade,  notifying  me  to  take  charge  of  the  whole.  The. 
barth  Virginia  cavalry  (Colonel  Wickham)  was  sent  around  to  gain 
(he  rear  of  Manassas,  and  with  a  portion  of  Robertson's  brigade,  not 
m  outpost  duty,  I  proceeded  by  the  direct  road  to  Manaasas.  I 
oarched  until  challenged  by  the  enemy's  interior  sentinels,  and  re« 
seived  a  fire  of  canister.  As  the  infantry  wer3  near,  coming  on,  I 
iwaited  its  arrival,  as  it  was  too  dark  to  venture  cavalry  over 
incertain  ground,  against  artillery.  I  directed  General  Trimble^ 
upon  his  arrival,  to  rest  his  centre  directly  on  the  railroad  and  ad« 
ranee  upon  the  place,  with  skirmishers  well  to  the  front.  He  soon 
lent  me  word  it  was  so  dark  he  preferred  waiting  till  morning,  which 
[  accordingly  directed  he  should  do.  As  soon  as  day  broke,  the 
place  was  taken  without  much  difiiculty,  and,  with  it,  many  prisoners 
ind  millions  of  stores  of  every  kind,,  which  his  report  will  doubtless 
show.  Roaser  (fifth  Virginia  cavalry)  was  left  on  outpost  duty  in 
Front  of  Ewell  at  Bristoe,  and  Brien  (first  Virginia  cavalry)  above 
Grainesville.  During  the  27th,  detachments  of  Robertson's  and  Lee's 
brigades  had  great  sport  chasing  fugitive  parties  of  the  enemv's  cav- 
ilry.  General  Jackson,  having  arrived  early  in  the  day,  took  direo- 
tion  of  aifairs,  and  the  day  was  occnpied  mainly  in  rationing  the 
eommand;  but  several  seffiQas  demonstrations  were  made  by  the 
enemy  during  the  day,  from  the  north  side,  and  in  this  connection  I 
will  mention  the  coolness  and  tact  of  Mr.  Lewis  F.  Terrill,  volunteer 
aid  to  General  Robertson,  who  extemporiied  lanyards  and,  with  de- 
tachments from  the  infantry  as  cannoneers,  turned  the  captured  guns 
^ith  BMftrked  effiMM;  ttpoa  the  enemy.    Their  geo^aU  .G«  W.  Taylor^ 
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^  Neir  Jeney,  was  killed  dvrivg  the  fire.  Brigadier  General  Fiti- 
kogk  Lee,  with  the  ninth,  fourth  and  third  Virginia  cavalry^  wm 
detached  and  sent  in  rear  of  Fairfax  Court  Hoase  to  damage  ^e  eae^ 
lay's  coramanication  as  mach  as  possible,  and,  if  possible,  cii4,off  the 
retreat  of  this  party.  Colonels  Monford  and  Roaser  brought  up  the 
rear  of  General  Ewell,  and  that  night,  when  ManassA  was  destroyed 
and  evacuated,  the  cavalry  brought  up  the  rear,  a  portion  renaaining 
in  the  place  till  daylight.  Captain  Pelhaxn,  arriving  late,  ws«  inde- 
fatigable in  his  efforts  to  get  away  the  captured  guns,  which  daty  was 
entrusted  specially  to  him.  A  part  of  the  comoiand  marching  bj 
Centreville,  and  a  part  directly  to  Stone  Bridge,  (over  Bull  Ran,)  de« 
tachments  of  cavalry  were  so  arranged  as  to  guard  both  flanks. 

The  next  morning,  (28th«)  the  main  body  of  Robertson's   rendex- 
vonsed  near  Scdley  Church.     General  Jackson's  were  massed  betweea 
the  turnpike  and  Sudley  ford,  on  Bull  Run,  fronting  towards  Mana^- 
•as  and  Gainesville.     Colonel  Brien  (first  Virginia  cavaJry)  had  to 
retire,  being  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy  from. the  direction  of  War- 
renton,  and  was  on  the  turnpike  covering  Jackson^s  front  towards 
Gainesville,  and  Rosser  towards  Manassas,  where  the  enemy  had  also 
appeared  in  force,  early.     The  remainder  of  Lee's  brigade  were  still 
detached  on  an  expedition  towards  Alexandria.     Early  in  the  day  s 
despatch  from  the  enemy  had  been  intercepted^  giving  the  order  of 
march  from  Warrenton  towards  Maaassas,  and  directing  cavalry  to 
report  to  General  Bayard,  at  Haymarket.     1  proposed  to  Geaeral 
.Jackson  to  allow  me  to  go  up  there  and  do  what  I  could  with  the  two 
fragments  of  brigades  I  still  had.     I  proceeded  to  that  point,  captur- 
ing a  detachment  of  the  enemy  en  route.     Approaching  the  place  by 
a  by-path,  I  saw  indications  of  a  large  force  there  prepared  for  attack. 
About  this  time,  I  could  see  the  fight  goinglon  at  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
where  Loogstreet  had  bis  progress  disputed  oy  the  enemy,  and  it  was 
to  establish  communication  with  him  that  I  was  anxious  to  make  this 
march.     I  sent  a  trusty  man  with  the^despatch  to  the  right  of  Hay- 
market.    I  kept  upa  brisk  skirqaish  with  the  enemy,  without  any  result, 
until  in  the  afternoon,  when,  General  Jackson  having  engaged  the 
enemy,  I  quietly  withdrew  and  hastened  to  place  my  comipand  on  hii 
right  flank.     Kot  reaching  General  Jackson's  right  till  dark^  the 
fighting  ceased,  and  the  command  rendezvoused  as  before,  bat  the 
cavalry,  under  Colonel  Rosser,  had  played  an  important  part  ip  attack* 
ing  the  enemy's  baggage  train.     Captain  John  Pelham's  battery  of 
horse  artillery  acted  a  conspicuous  part  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
battle-field,  dashing  forward  to  his 'position  under  heavy  fire. 

The  next  morning,  (:29th,)  in  pursuance  of  General  Jaekeon's 
wishes,  I  set  out  again  to  endeavor  to  establish  communication  with 
Longstreet,  from  whom  beiiad  received  a  favorable  report  the  night 
before.  Just  after  leaving  the  Sudley  ruad,  my  party  wae  fired  oa 
from  the  wood  bordering  the  road^  which  was  in  rear  of  Jackson's 
lines,  and  which  the  enemy  had  penetrated  with  a  small  forc^,  it  was 
afterwards  ascertained,  and  captured  some,  atragglara.  Tb^jr.  were 
between  General  Jackson  and  his  baggi^  at  S«idley.  .  limmediatdy 
wut  to  Major  Patrick,  whose  six  compaaie#  of  cf^valry  ver^ 
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tt  httd  for  its  protection,  ftiid  order  the  baggage  at  once  to  start  for 
AMie.  CFenetal  Jackson  alao  being  notified  of  this  DiOTement  in  his 
rear,  stet  back  infiantry  to  eloee  the  woods.  Captain  Pelham,  always 
at  the  right  plMO  4t  the  right  time,  nnlimbered  his  battery  and  soon 
dispersed  that^rtion  in  the  woods.  M«jor  Patrick  was  attacked  later, 
bttt  he  repulsed  the  en^my  with  considerable  loss,  thongh  not  without 
loss  to  OS,  for  die  gallant  Major,  himself  setting  the  example  to  his 
men,'  was  mclrtaMy  wounded.  He  lived  long  enough  to  witness  the 
triumph  of  our  arms,  and  expired  thus  in  the  arms  of  victory.  ThS) 
floeriflce  was  noble,  but  the  loss  to  us  irreparable.  J  met  with  the 
head  of  General  Longstreet's  column  between  Hay  market  and  Gaines* 
▼iUe,  and  there  ^mmunicated  to  the  commanding  General,  General 
Jackson'iS  position  and  the  enemy^s.  I  then  passed  the  cavalry 
through  the  column  so  as  to  place  it  on  Longatreet^s  right  flank,  and 
advanced  directly  towaHs  Manassas,  while  ^e  column  kept  directly 
down  the  pike  to'  join  General  Jaiskson's  right.  I  selected  a  fine 
position  for  a  battery  on  the  right,  and  one  having  been  sent  to  me,  I 
fired  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy's  supposed  position,  which  induced 
him  to  shift  his  position.  General  Robertson,  who,  wiUi  his  c^m- 
mand,  wa^  sent  to  reconnoitre  further  dowik  the  road  to^rds  Manas- 
sas, reported  the  enemy  in  his  front.  Upon  repai ring. to^  that  front,  I 
found  thst-Rosaer's  regiment  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  16  the  left 
of  the  road,  and  Robertson's  videttes  bad  found  the  ^nemy  approach- 
ing from  the  direction  of  Bristoe  Station  towards  Sudley.  The  pro- 
lokigation  of  his  lino  of  march  would  have  passed  through  my  position, 
which  wnq  a  very  fine  one  for  artillery  as  well  as  observation,  and 
struck  I/ongstreet  in  flank.  I  waited  bis  approach  long  enough  to 
ascertain  that  therS  was  at  least  an  army  corps,  at  the  same  time 
keeping  detachments  of  cavalry  dragging  brush  down  the  road  froo^ 
the  direction  of  Gainesville,  sons  to  deceive  the  enemy,  (a  ruse  whick 
Porter's  report  shows  was  successful,)  and  notified  the  commanding 
General,  then  opposite  me  on  the  turnpike,  that  Longstreet^s  flank 
and  rear  were  seriously  threatened,  and  of  the  importance  to  u8,of 
the  ridge  I  then  held.  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  that  intelli* 
gence,  Jenkins',  Kemper's  and  and; P.  R.-  Jones'  brigades,  and  several 
pieces  of  ariiUery  were  ord^ed  to  ta'c  by  General  Longstreet,  and^ 
being  placed  in  position  . fronting  Bristoe,  awaited  the  enemy's  ad-, 
vance.  After  exchanging  a  few  shots  with  rifle  pieces,  this  corps 
withdrew  towards  Manassas,  leaving  artillery  and  supports  to  hold  the. 
position  till  night.  Brigadier  General  Fits  Lee  returned  to  the  vicinity, 
of  Sudley,  after  a  very  successful  expedition,  of  which  his  official 
report  has  not  been  received,  and  was  instructed  to  co-operate  with 
Jaokson^s  left.  .  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  artillery  on  this  command-^ 
ing  ridge,  was,  to  an  important  degree,  auxilliary  to  the  attack  npo^n 
the  eiremy,  and  Jenkins*  brigade  repulsed  the  enemy  in  handeoQri^ 
ptyle,  at  One  volley  ,.as  they  advanced  across  the  corn-field.  Thusthf 
day  ended,  our  lines  having  considerably  advanced.  Captain  Pelhatn'f 
bunery  was  still  with  the  left  wing.  [See  his  interesting  report  of  its 
laottoni  on  the  tStk  and  Sdth^  herewifji.].   N^xt  mQrning|^(30thf)  i( 
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iKdettme  erident  that  the  enemy  had  miteriilly  retired  hk  Mt^iig/ 
Mj  cavalry  reconnoitered  to  the  front,  gainiDg,  at  the  next  house,  mat 
important  point  of  obserTation.  A  large  walnnt  tree  being  used  aa 
an  observatory,  the  enemy  was  discoTered  gradnally  maralig  his 
troops  in  three  lines  opposite  Jackson,  aind  his  left  wing  seemed' tar 
Lave  entirely  shitted.  The  commanding  General  vnH  informed  ef 
these  changes.  Captain  Throckmorton,  sixth  Virginia  cavalry,  com- 
manding sharpshooters,  took  position  along  a  stotoe  fence,  and  atcmtly 
defended  cur  observation  against  the  attacks  of  the  enemy's  dismoented 
cavalry.  • 

About  three,  P.  M.,  tire  enemy  having  disclosed  hie  movement  om' 
Jackson,  our  right  wing  advanced  to  the  attack.  I  directed  Robert- 
sen's  brigade  and  Rosser's  regiment  to  push  forward  on  the  extreme 
right,  and,,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  batteries  that  I  conM  get  hold  of 
\^re  advanced  at  a  gallop,  to  take  position  to  enfilade  the  enemy  in 
front  of  our  lines.  This  was  done  with  splendid  effect;  Colonel  Roa-^ 
fs^r,  a  fine  artillerist,  as  well  as  bold  cavalier,  having  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  batteries.  The  enemy's  lines  were  distinctly  visible,  * 
and  every  shot  told  upon  them  fearfully.  Robertson's  brigade  was 
late  comiDg  forv»ard,  and  consequently  our  right  flank  was  at  one 
time  somewhat  threatened  by  the  enemy's  cavalry;  but  the  artillery  <^ 
Captain  Rogers,  with  a  few  well-directed  shots,  relieved  ns  on  tbsr 
ecore.  '\^'hen  our  cavalry  arrived  on  the  field,  no  time  was  lost  in 
crowdiitg  the  enemy,  the  artillery  beisg  kept  always  far  in 'advance 
of  the  infantry  lines.  The  fight  was  of  renarkably  short  dorslioB. 
The  Lord  of  Ilosts  was  plainly  fighting  on  our  side,  and  the  selid' 
wells  of  Federal  infantry  melted  away  before  the  straggling,  bntnev* 
ertheless  dr/effiiin€d,  onsets  of  our  infantry  columns,  ^e  head  of 
Robertson's  cavalry  was  now  on  the  ridge  overlooking  Bull  Run,  and 
having  seen  no  enemy  in  that  direction,  I  was  returning  to  the  posi* 
tion  of  the  artillery  enfilading  the  Groveton  road,  when  I  received 
intelligence  from  General  Robertson,  at  the  point  I  had  just  left,  that 
the  enemy  was  there  in  force,  and  asking  reinforcements.  I  oidered 
the  two  reserve  regiments,  seventh  and  twelfth,  rapidly  forward,  and 
also  a  section  of  artillery;  but  before  the  latter  could  reach  the  point, 
our  cavalry,  by  reeolute  bravery^  had  put  the  enemy,  under  Bnfoid) 
to  ignominious  flight  across  Bull  Run,  and  were  in  full  pursuit,  till 
our  own  artillery  fire  at  the  fugitives-  rendered  it  dangerous  to  pro- 
ceed further.  In  this  brilliant  affair  over  three  hundred  of  the  en- 
emy's cavalry  were  put  hors  de  combat;  they,  together  with  horses  and 
equipments,  falling  into  our  hands.  Colonel  Broadhead,  first  Michi« 
gan,  died  from  his  wounds  next  day.  He  was  cut  down  by  Adju- 
tant Harman,  twelfth  Virginia  cavalry.  Major  Atwood  and  a  number 
of  captains  and  lieutenants  were  among  the  prisoners.  The  further 
details  of  this  fight  will  be  found  in  the  sceompanying  reports  of 
Brigadier  General  Robertson  and  Colonel  T.  T.  Munford.  The  latter, 
as  well  as  his  lieutenant  Colonel,  J.  W.  Watts,  Major  Breckenridge, 
and  Lieutenants  Kelso  and  Walton,  were  wounded  in  the  action,  con- 
spicuously displaying  great  gallantry  and  heroism.  The  second  Vir- 
ginia cavalry  suffered  most^    Nothing  could  have  equalled  the  splen- 
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^r  witli  whieB  Itobertsm's  regiments  swept  down  upon  &  force  greatljr 
oatnombering  them,  thtis  snccessfally  vindicating  a  claim  for  courage 
Slid  discipline  equal  to  any  cavalry  in  the  world.  Night  ffoon  ensaed^ 
andy  as  the  enemy's  classes  of  infantry  had  not  retreated  across  Bait 
Rnn,  1  was  yxions  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  Upon  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion, after  dark,  however,  infantry  only  could  move,  and  I  was  anx- 
ious (br  Brigadier  General  Armistead  to  attack  from  a  position  he- 
took  after  dark*  on  the  enemy's  flank,  and  urged  it.  He,  however,, 
doubted  the  policy  of  night  attack,  with  his  command,  especially  as 
there  was  danger  of  collision  with  our  own  infantry,  and  I  did  not 
feel  authorized  to  order  it,  particalarly  as  there  was  time  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  commanding  General,  which  was  promptly  done.  The 
attack  was  not  made. 

'  Before  daylight,  next  morning,  the  cavalry  was  in  the  saddle  and 
after  the  enemy ;  bat  met  with  nothing  bat  stragglers  until  we  came 
whhin  range  of  the  guns  at  Centreville,  where  his  forces  appeared  to* 
be  in  position.     Twenty  or  thirty  ambalances  were   captured  and 
sent  back  with  orders  to  go  to  work 'removing  our  wounded  IVom  thm 
battle  field.     I  have  never  heard  of  those  ambulances,  except  tha^ 
they  were  seized  as  fresh  captures  by  the  .Texas  brigade.     I  think 
this  not  impiobable,  as  a  large  number  of  prisoners. I  sent  to  the  recuB* 
were  fired  upon  by  oar  infantry  near  the  stone  bridge..    At  this  time;) 
Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser  was  sent,  with  one  handred  men  and  a  section 
of  artillery,  back  to  recapture  Manassas,  in  which  he  succeeded.    Hta^ 
report  of  his  operations  those  few  days  will  be  found  of  interest.    At 
one  time,  on  the  SOth,  I  notieed  our  front  lines,  near  Chinn's  boasd,. 
giving  way,  and,  looking  back,  I  saw  the  reserve  line  stationary..    I' 
sent  word  to  the  General  commanding  (whose  name  I  did  not  learn) 
to  move   up,   as    he    was    much    needed  to    support    the    attack. 
That  order  was  carried  by  Captain  W.  D   Farley,  volunteer  aid,  un- 
der circumstances  of  great  personal  danger^  in  which  his  horse  was 
shot.     Generals  Jenkius  and  Kemper  came  under  my  observation  as 
exfafbiting  good  conduct,  bravery   and  coolness.     Brigadier  General'. 
D.  R.  Jones  was  with  me  part  of  the  time,  on  the  extreme  right,  dur- 
ing the  battle,  in  which  several  batteries  of  his  division  took  part,  audi 
I   think   he   left   me  to  bring   his  [infantry   into  action.     My    di^.- 
vision   surgeon,   T»lcott  Eliason,    besides  being  an  adept    in    his 
profession,  exhibited  on  this,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  attributes  of 
a  cavalry  commander.     First  Lieutenant  R.  Channfng  Price  was  of 
inviilu:ihle  assistance  as  aid-de-camp.     Major  Von  Borcke^  A.  A.  G.,. 
and  J.  W.  T.  H.  Hiirstoa,  0.  3.  A.,  anJ    Lieutenant  Ohiswell  Dab- 
ney,  A.  D.  C,  rendered  important  service  throughout  the  period  em- 
braced in  this  report.     My  division  quartermaster.  Major  Samuel 
Hardin  Uairston,  in  coming  on  to  join  me,  was  put  in  command  of  a 
detachmeut  of  cavalry  at  Salem  by  the  commanding  General,  and 
lent  on  an  important  reconnoissance  towHrds  Warrenton,of  ^hiek  his. 
report  is  appended.     Captain  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engioeertf^ 
Wlis  quick  and  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to.  detect  the  designs  of  the- 
enemy,  and  improve  the  positions  within  our  reach.     Private  String-* 
feUovr  displayed  grtet  daring  and  enterprise  as  a  •eojuii    J  Jlppend  a 
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m^  of  tha  oovntry  embnead  in  the  foragomg  m0cMMM»  dcM^bjt 


Capiftin  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engineeral'  I  haTO  to  auMira  Um 
kas  of  Captain  J.  Hardeman  otuart,  signal  officer,  the  parti^ipars  ii 
teese  death  are  given  below. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  senrant,    * 

J.  B.  B.  STUART, 
Major  General  eomnuinding  Cambnf. 


CASUALTIES. 

fkmber  r/ Mm  Kitted  mid  Waimdedin  the  haUkif  QrMdm  JEEafJUf. 

Aai^uH  %Q,  1862: 

Kilkd,  FTattfHML 
teeond  Virginia  earslry,                         S  39 

Twelfth  Virginia  cavalrj,  0  6 

Captain  Brown's  Maryland  caralry,        0  S 

Regiment  unknowiiy  2  1 

Capt.  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  sig.  officer,     I  0 

6  48 

Nmnet  of  Ofieere  Killed  : 
Captain  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  signal  corps,  cavalry  division. 

List  of  Officers  Severely  Wounded : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Watte,  second  Virginia  cavalry. 
Major  Breckenridge,  do  do         do 

Lieutenant  Kelso,  do  do         do 

,    Lieutenant  Walton,  do  do         do  • 

tJU  «r  the  Killed,  Woimded  and  MuWfig  tf  the  Stuart  Horse  AftUkm 
tn  fAe  engagements  preceding  (he  battle  of  Groveton  Heights : 


KUkd. 

Wmmded. 

0 

4 

1 

.    1 

28th  August,  1862, 
29th  Aagusti  1862, 

Total,  1  5 

Seven  horsea  killed. 

The  list  of  casualtiea  in  the  division  is  defective,  in  that  no  lepo'^ 
kave  been  received  from  the  first,  third,  fouiik  and  ninth  ^^H^^ 
Virginia  cavalry.  General  Fits.  Lee's  brigade.  Captain  J.  Rarde- 
BMn  Stuart,  who  was  sent  to  capture  the  enemy's  signal  parVi  ^^' 
ieterred  1^  the  number  of  the  guard;  bnt  th^  m^n  who  had  Ub  hoM 
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left  wMiont  him,  and  he  marched  afoot  with  Longatreet's  eolamn  to 
GroTatoiiy  ia  which  memorable  battle  he  shouldered  a  musket  and 
fought  as  a  private.  He  was  killed  at  the  storming  of  Qroveton 
Heights,  among  the  foremost.  No  joung  man  was  so  universally  be* 
loTeA,  or  will  be  more  universally  mourned.  He  Iras,  more6ver»  a 
joung  man  of  fine  attainments  and  bright  promise. 

J.  B.  B.  STUART, 
Major  Qeneral  commanding. 
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BEPLY  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL   STUART  TO   MAJOR  GEK. 
ERAL  TRIMBLFS  STATEMENT    OF  THE   CAPTURE    OJP 

MANASSAS. . 

Headquarters  Cavalry  DiyisisoN,  A.  N.  Va.,  > 

AprU26,\86S.  J 

General  R.  H.  Chilton^  A.  A.  G. : 

General:  My  attention  has  been  recently  called  to  Brigadier  Gen* 
eral  J.  R.  Trimble's  report  of  the  capture  of  Manassas  on  the  night 
of  the  2Gth  and  27th  of  August,  1863. 

As  affecting  my  own  official  report  of  the  matter,  it  is  proper  I 
should  state  the  following  as  addendum  to  my  report  and  request  that 
it  be  so  filed,  together  with  the  corroborating  statements  of  Surgeon 
Eliason,  with  me  at  the  time,  and  Colonel  ^ickham,  who  allow 
wherein  General  Trimble  is  in  error  in  his  report. 

Human  memory  is  frail,  I  know,  and  while,  in  what  I  hare  said  or 
may  eay  on  this  subject,  my  recollection  is  as  vivid  as  upon  any  other 
contemporaneous  event,  about  which  there  is  no  difference,  I  lajr  no 
claim  to  infallibility,  and  I  am  very  far  from  imputing  to  the  veteran 
General  Trimble  any  improper  intention  or  motive  in  what  he  hat 
said.  Wishing  to  be  brief,  I  hope  the  accompanying  papers,  (A  and 
B,)  referred  to  above,  and  also  General  Trimble's  papers  of  the  6th 
of  January  and  10th  of  April,  and  my  own  official  report  may  be  at* 
tentively  read ;  what  follows  will  then  be  better  understood. 

The  idea  which,  strange  to   say,  never  entered  General  Trimble'a 
head,  never  for  one  moment  left  mine — that  he  was  under  my  com- 
mand on  that  occasion.  It  is  har.d  to  account  for,  and  yet  I  remember 
that  he  sent  me  no  message  upon  the  capture  of  Manassas,  but  sent  it 
direct  to  General  Jackson  ;  and  besides,  he  failed  to  submit  to  me  his 
official  report,  which  he  should  have  done.     I  attributed  these  omia* 
sions  to  a  certain  jealousy  of  authority  which  officers  older  in  years 
are  apt  to  feel  towards  a  young  superior  in  rank,  ^nd  never  suspected 
that  the  question  of  my  beine  in  command  was  involved  fn  any  kind 
of  doubt  in  his  mind.     I  received  instructions  from  General  Jackson, 
and  was  told  by  him  that  Trimble's  brigade  would  be  sent  to  me.     I 
pushed  on  with  the  cavalry  to  surprise  the  place  ;  but  the  train  whidi 
•ran  the  gauntlet  at  Bristoe,  put  the  garrison  on  the  alert.     I  awaited 
Trimble's  arrival  to  make  the  attack,  as  well  as  to  give   Wickhan 
(more  time,  with  his  regiment,  to  seize  the  avenues  in  rear  of  Ma- 
vnassas,  which   he    did,    in  a    very    creditable   manner,    as  shown 
in  his    repor|.     Now,    as  to   the   interview   when  General  Trim- 
ble came    up :     He  says :     **  It    was   arranged    between    General 
Stuart  and  myself  that  1  should  form  line,"  &c.    How  arranged  f    I 
was  a  ma^or  general,  he  a  brigadier;    I  assigned  especially  to  this 
duty,  and  notified  that  General  Trimble  would  report  to  me.  ^   It  is 
true  that  I  am  not  in  tho  habit  of  giving  orders,  particularly  to  my 
seniors  in  years,  in  a  dictatorial  and  authoritative  manner,  and  my 
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ittaimer^  fory  IkhAjf  oa  Ihis  oooaaion  was  mora  euggestire  than  im- 
perioos*    ladeed,  £  maj  have  beea  content  to  satisfy  myself  that  the 
disposition  which  he  himself  proposed  accorded  with  my  own  ideaii, 
without  any  blastering  show  of  '^orders"  to  do  this  or   do  that.     My 
feoollection  la  clear  that  I  indicated  that   the  cenbe   should   rest  on 
the  railroad.     The  cavalry  under  Wickham  had  already  been  sent  long 
before  Trimble's  arrival  to   seize   tho   avenues  of  escape  and   await 
events.     Wickham,  Eliason  and   mycelf  have  corresponding  imprea* 
siofia,  wlhoui  conference^  as  to  the  events  of  the  night.  Wickham  says 
he  carried  <mt  his  instractions  to  the  letter,  and  reported  to  General 
TrtoiUe  as  soon  as  the  place  was  ^aken.     He  says  the  first  fire  oc* 
earred  about  twelve/and  that  it  was  about  two,  A.  M.,  before  any 
fbrther  firing  was  heard,  and  then  the  place  was  taken.     Generad 
Trimble  says  the  place  was  taken  at  half.past  twelve,  A.  M.     Eliason 
tiiinks  it  was  even  later  than  two.     So  do  I.     All   accounts  agree, 
Gen,  Trimble's,  too,  that  the  place  was  taken  without  difficulty.   Gen. 
Trimble  remarks  that  he  admits  that  it  was  taken  without  difficulty,  so 
{bff  aa  my  execution  contributed  to  its  capture.     I  certainly  could  not 
have  partioipated   more  than  I  did  without  officiously  interposing  to 
assist  Brigadier  General  Trimble  to  command  two   regiments  of  his 
brigade,  in  an  enterprise  attended  with  so  little  difficulty.     I  com* 
manded  in  the  capture  of  Manassas  quite  as  much  as  either  General 
.  Ji^eksoo   or  General  Lee  would   have  done  had  either  been  present. 
That  Colonel  Flournoy  did  not  enter  the  place  till  two  or  two  and 
a  half  hours  after  its  capture;  he  may  have  been   ordered   elsewhere 
previously.     In  fact,  other  regiments  did  not  get  in  till  late  the  next 
day.     Does  that  signify  that  Wickham,  with  his  regiment,  was  not  in 
the  right  place  and  performed  the  important  part  as;igned  him,  as 
stated  so  circumstantially  by  him.     General  Trimble   says  £  did  not 
reach  the  place  till  seven  or  eight  o'clock.     I  was  in   plain   view  all 
the  tinie,  and  rode  through,  around,  and  all  about  the  place  soon  after 
its  capture.     [S^eDr.  Eliason's  statement.]     General  T.  is  mistaken. 
I  can  account  for  it,  however,  by  the  fact  that  I  did  not  find  him  till 
probably  that  hour,  for  I  looked  and  inquired  for  him,  but  could  not 
find  him.  I  took  direction  of  affairs.  I  gave  orders.  I.  know  they  were 
obeyed,  by  infantry  as  well  as  by  cavalry.  ^  I  ordered  details  to  man 
the  Enemy's  guns ;  put  Major   Terrell,  of  General   Robertson's  stafi; 
in  charge  of  the  guns ;  he   extemporised   lanyards ;  fired   upon  the 
enemy  in  accordance  with  my  orders.     I  led  a  regiment  or  battalion 
myself,  during  the  morning,  to  an  exposed  redoubt  on  the  right,  which 
the  enemy' wi^   threatening  to  seize  so  as  to  fi&nk  and  enfiUde  the 
place.     I  did  innumerable   acts,  which,  if  not  in  command,  I  never 
would  have  dreamed  of  doing,  and  as  long  as  my  authority  was  un- 
questioned, I  deemed  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  notify  General  Trim- 
ble and  others,  whom  I  supposed  already  cognizant  of  the  fact,  that  I 
was  in  command,  and  even  if  General  Jackson  had  not  specially  en- 
trusted me  with  this  command,  as  a  major  general  on  ^Ae  spot,  I  was  en- 
titled to  it,  and  would  have  assumed  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Articles  of  War,  and  never  till  a  few  days  ago  did 
I  conceive  that  any  one  claimed  to  be  in  command  but  myself. 
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General  Trimble  kys  strees  on  my  idea  of  llio  AUtttoe^  of  At 
enemj's  Works  from  where  he  OYortook  me.     A  dark  night,  what  ia 
more  natural  than  to  mistake  the  degree  of  proximity  of  lights  in  the 
distaDce.     They  were  the  lights  of  Manassas.      According  to  Dr. 
Eliason,  the  attiliery  had  reached  us  before  General  Trimble's  nnivml, 
and  the  report,  as  well  as  other  noises,  gave  strength  to  the  soayic- 
tion  that  we  were  very  near  the  place.      We  had  captnred  n  piekd 
much  further  out,  and  I  desired  to  convey  the  idea  that  we  were  rery 
near  the  main  body — whether  it  was  posted  as  grand  guard,  reserved 
or  entrenched  garrison,  is  not  so  material  in  that  statement. 
•    In  the  face  of  General  Trimble's  positive  denial  of  sending  me  svek 
a  message  referred  to,  **  that  he  would  prefer  waiting  till  dajfUgkt  or 
any  thing  like  t/,"  while  my  recollection  is  clear  that  I  did  receive  aoek 
%  message,  and  received  it  as  coming  from  General  Trimble,  yet  as  he 
was  positive  to  not  having  sent  it,  or  any  thing  like  it,  I  feel  bonnd  te 
believe  that  either  the  message  was  misrepresented  or  made  ap  by  the 
messenger,  or  that  it  was  a  message  recetycd  from  General  ftobertson, 
whose  sharpshooters. had  been  previously  deployed.      When  mnttars 
foUdw  each  other  so  closely  it  is  difficult,  in  a  report  written  some 
time  after,  to  fix  the  order  of  time ;  but  General  Trimble  does  the  cav- 
alry injustice  in  his  report.     There  seems  to  be  a  growing  tendency 
to  abuse  and  underrate  the  services  of  that  arm  of  service  by  n  fiiif 
officers  of  infantry,  among  whom  I  regret  to  find  General   Trisakle. 
Troops  should  be  taught  to  take  pride  in  other  bHnches  of  service 
than  their  own.     Officers,  particularly  general  officers,  akonld  be  the 
last,  by  word  or  exitmple,  to  inculcate  in  the  troopa  of  their  coamaod 
a  spirt  of  jealousy  and  unjust  detraction  towards  other  arms  of  servioe, 
where  all  are  pontually  dependent  and  mutually  interested,  with  tunc- 
tions  difering  in  character  but  not  in  importance.     So  far  as  my  own 
and  the  conduct  of  my  cavalry  are  concerned,  I  am  content'  te  reel 
their  vindication  and  their  defence  with  the  generals  nnder  when  it 
has  been  my  honor  and  pleasure  to  serve  since  the  first  gnn  of  the 
War. 

Most  respectfully,  year  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 


STATEMENT  OF  SURGEON  ELIA80N. 

Camp  Pelham,  Apuil  17,  186S. 

Genbhal:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  1  give  yonanacconnt 
of  the  events  of  the  night  of  August  26,  1868,  as  I  remfmber  tbenu 
After  General  Jackson  had  taken  complete  possession  of  Brtsloe  8le« 
tion,  you  started  for  Manassas.  Moving  slowly  at  the  heed  of  the 
column  in  order  that  the  infantry  might  have  time  to  come  up.  When 
the  advanced  guard  got  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Manassas,  they 
captured  a  sentinel  standing  on  the  railroad  track,  a|id,  directly  after. 
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»nco«ittfr0d  Hm  picket  of  jn&iitiry  and  civdry  to  whicli  he  Monged. 
After  a  few  efaotd  they  were  driven  in,  and  pursued  until  a  shelly  fired 
by  theeneiny,  struck  just  to  ovr  right.  We  then  halted  and  waited  ;to 
ascertain  the  position  of  our  infantry.  Just  about  day,  we  heard  a 
few  ahotSy  and,  the  command  being  mounted  in  haste,  we  rode  into 
ManasMS,  almost' simultaneously  with  the  infantry,  who  had  not  full 
posaeasioa  ef  the  place,  as  the  enemy  were  in  fnU  view  of  its  eastern 
side.      This  was  just  after  full  daylight. 

Most  respectfully, 

T.  EUASON. 
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REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  TRIMBLE  OP  TEffi  CAP- 
TURE OF  MANASSAS, 

f 

Headqu4RTers  Trimble's  DiTisioif,  7 
April  10,  IMS,      i 

Colonel  0.  J.  Faulkner, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Colonel  :  I  h^re  received  your  commnnieatioQ,  dsled  jesterdaj, 
ealling  mj  attention  to  a  seeming  ciiaorepancy  between  yoar  (m?) 
report  of  the  capture  of  Manassas  Junctien,  on  the  nij^t  of  the  S6th 
August  last,  and  that  of  Major  General  Stuart,  together  with  an  ex- 
tract from  his  report.  It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  partial  or 
serious  discrepancy  in  reports  of  two  officers,  wUen  one  wa«  prasent 
on  the  spot,  with  all  the  circumstances  passing  under  his  iiniiiediale 
notice,  anH  the  other  was  at  the  time  a  mile  or  two  distant,  an^  in  the 
night.  I  have  carefully  read  over  my  original  report,  dated  (Siar- 
lottesTille,  January  6th,  18SS,  [the  clerk,  in  copying  it,  nmat  hare 
made  an  error  in  writing  1862,  which  please  correct,]  and  Itrnveto- 
day  had  a  conference,  through  my  staff,  with  numerous  officara  who 
took  part  in  the  transaction,  and  have  not  a  word  to  alter,  that  report 
stating  correctly  the  main  facts,  but  not  all  the  circnmstanecs^  wlHch 
I  shall  now  briefly  relate: 

I  was  not  aware,  on  marching  on  Manassas  Junction,  that  General 
Btuart  had  gone  in  ahead,  as  the  staff  officers  did  not  notify  me  of 
that  fact,  nor  that  I  was  to  act  under  General  Stuart.  Hence,  when 
I  heard  the  discharge  of  musketry  in  our  front,  as  stated  in  ay  re- 
port,  I  was  quite  ignorant  of  the  cause,  and,  but  for  the  pradenee  of 
my  aid-de  camp.  Lieutenant  McKim,  might  have  fired  imto  our  own 
cavalry.  We  were  then  marching  by  the  flank.  It  was  arranged  be- 
tween General  Stuart  and  myself  that  I  should  form  line  of  ^ttle 
and  advance,  and  as  soon  as  this  was  done,  to  inform  him  of  the  fact 
He  informed  me  that  we  were  but  a  short  half  mile  from  Manassas. 
I  estimated  the  distance  afterwards  at  one  and  a  half  tetwo-  miks, 
being  disappointed,  ^as  we  advanced,  by  his  estimate.  The  diatance 
can  easily  be  known  to  any  one  by  the  fact  that  when  I  met  General 
Stuart,  he  was  opposite  the  centre  of  woods  on  the  north  of  the  AI- 
ezindria  and  Orange  railroad,  where  the  extensive  hospitals  ba^ been 
erected.  Therefore,  the  pickets  which  he  refers  to  were  no|^the  en- 
emy's interior,  but  their  exterior  pickets.  The,  encounter  with  tbess 
pickets  was  by  musketry  alone,  and  by  a  single  discharge  of  artillery, 
as  our  troops  were  not  over  four  hundred  yards  from  the  spot,  and 
could  easily  distinguish  the  irregularity  of  the  fire  as  that  of  the 
skirmishers,  to  which  General  Stuart  does  not  allude  in  his  report 
I  received  no  orders  from  General  Stuart  a^  to  the  disposition  of  my 
force  in  its  advance,  and  it  was  not  until  we  received  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  a  half  mile  distant  from  Manassas,  that  I  disposed 
the  regiments  each  on  either  side  of  the  railroad.    General  Stuart  is 
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intirely  mistokBH  io  bis  fttolement  tbfti  I  so^n  sent  him  word  it  ^at 
10  dark  I  preferred  waiting  till  morning,  I  aent  no  such  message, 
lor  anjtking  like  it,  and  General  Jackson  can  himself  jadge  of  the 
ikelihood  of.  my  doing  so  by  recalling  to  his  mind  the  fad  that  I 
rrote  him  a  note  previo^9  to  our  reaching  Bristoe^-suggesting  a  night 
itack  with  one  brigade  (not  mine)  aa  the  onlj  means  of  secnring  the 
mmense  stores  which  I  had  heard  were  there,  and  saving  them 
rem  conflagration.  The  only  message  I  sent  to  Oeneral  Staart  was 
ij  mj  aid  de*camp.  Lieutenant  McKim,  that  I  was  ready  to  advance, 
hottld  do  80  at  once,  and  that  he  eoiijd  assist  with  his  cavalry  in 
*nj  way  he  judged. proper. 

I  saw  no  cavalry  that  night  utUU  ttoo  or  two  and  a  half  hours  %fitj 
he  capture  had  taken  place,  when  a  regiment  arrived  unmolested 
rom  the  north  side  of  the  railreadj  commanded  by  Colonel  Flonrnoy, 

think.  The  time  of  their  arrival  lean  fix,  with  tolerable  precision^ 
8  my  note  to  General  Jackson  was  written  at  three  A,  M.y  [which 
leasd  correot]  and  I  sought  Colonel  Floumoy,  who  had*  come  in  a 
iort  time  before  ;to  obtain  a  courier  to  bear  the  note. 

As  to  the  statement  of  Oeneral  Stuart  that  <nhe  place  was  taken 
without  difllculty,"  I  am  embarrassed  by  a  difficqlty  in  applying  the 
ompliment  to  myself  or  to  him  ;  but  will  generously  give  him  the 
eaefit  of  the  doubt  and  admit  that  it  waa  taken  without  diffiouUy  so 
ir  ae  hie  ejcecutrons  contributed  to  its- capture. 

The  statements  of  otiieers  hereto  appended,  are  sent,  not  to  rectify 
nything  I  have  stated  in  my  report^  but  only  to  throw  light  on  the 
asitionr  and  operations  of  the  cavalry.  -  It  is  worth  notice  that  Cap- 
tin*  8hepperd  states  he  met  the  cavalry,  on  hisreiurn  for  ambulances, 
Imost  one  xnile  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  Manassas  Station,-  (therail** 
>ad  janotiofi  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Manassas  Station,)  com** 
ionly  called  the  Junction,  probably  on  the  exact  spot  where  we  left 
tern,  and  that  they  asked  him  if  we  had  captured  Manassas. 

I  beg  that  you  will  report  that  the  capture  took  place  about  half- 
ist  twelve,  A.  M.,  the  night  of  the  26th  and  27th  August,  and  I 
irther  request  that  the  foregoing  explanations  may  be  appended  to 
y  repeat  and  accompany  it  as  official. 

Having  had  aee^ess  to  my  notee^  J  essoin  a  list  of  part  of  the 
ores  taken  by  the  capture ; 

%         *  ■     • 

8cHKDf7tE  OF  PART  OF  PuBLIC  ProPRRTT  CAFTURBD  AT  MaNABSAS 

Junction. 

Fifty  thousand  pounds  bacon. 

One  thousand  barrels  corned  beef. 

Two  thousand  barrels  salt  pork. 

Two  thousand  barrels  flour. 

Two  trains  loaded  With  nromiscuous  stores,  clothing,  etc. 

Large  stores  of  oats,  anS  corn,  and  whisky. 

Eight  brsss  pieces  light  artillery,  caissons  and  ammunition. 

Seventy-two  artillery  horses  and  harness. 

One  hundred  and  seventy- five  horses,  (draft.) 
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Forty -two  wagops  and  voibiilaiiees. 

Four  sntlerB*  stores  and  contents. 

Two  hundred  to  three  hundred  new  tents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  your  obedient  serr't, 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE, 

Major  Ctenerdr 


Headquartkrs  Trimble's  Ditisicb,  ) 
April  11,  I86S.  J 

Major  General  J.  R.  Trimble: 

Oejirral  :  In  conplianoe  with  jour  request,  I  make  tlie  &BoiiB| 
statament:  ^     ' 

On  the  nii^lof  the  26th  August,  1862,  as  your '  comusand  wm 
moving  by  the  flank  opM  Manassas,  it  was  halted,  when  about  a  aii 
and  a  half  from  Ihe  Junotion,  in  eonsequenoe  of  the  reiport  of  afev 
aiusket  shots  in  front,  oooasionod,  as  was  soon  aae^rtamod,  bj  thi 
fire  of  the  enemy's  pickets  upoi)  our  cavalry,  under  the  uommaBd  of 
Major  General  Stuart.  After  a  short  interview  with  General  Statft^ 
your  pommand  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  I  waa  sent  to  uotii; 
General  Stuart  of  your  readiness  to  advance.  I  found  him  atleef 
ttider  a  tree :  be  was  awakened  by  oi^e  of  his  staff,  and  I  deliver^ 
your  message^  The  firiuff  which  oocasibned  our  halt  was  frotf  tki 
enemy's  pickets  alone*  No  gun  was  fired  by  the  enemy  aatil  we 
were  within  half  a  mile  ol  Manassas.  I  saw  nothing  mere  ef  tht 
cavalry  after  delivering  to  General  Stuart  your  message,  Md  ithM 
always  been  my  impression  that  they  did  not  participate  in  the  attack 
upon  Manassas. 

I  remain,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  DUNCAN  McEDL 


# 
Camt  Twbntt-First  North  Carouha,) 
April  10,  18«S.  ) 

Major  General  Trimble:  . 

In  answer  to  your  note  requesting  us  to  atafe  what  we  knew  of  te 
capture  of  Manassas  Junction  by  our  Imwb  laat  summer,  and  tli# 
part  our  regiment  enacted  in  that  affair,  em  fespectfully  send  the  foi- 
lowing  statement : 

Our  regiment  and  the  twenty-first  Greorgia  started  from  Bristol 
Station  about  nine,  P.  M.,  and  marched  toward  the  Junction,  passing 
by  the  cavalry  about  one  mile  from  that  place.  Our  regiment  vii 
drawn  up  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  the  Georgia  regi- 
ment on  the  left.  When  We  reached  the  ^rst  redoubt,  which  had  bees 
thrown  up  by  our  forces  whilst  the  place  was  in  our  pose<>s8ion  Ust 
year,  1861-62,  we  were  fired  upon  by  musketry  and  attillery  wick 
canister.    The  order  was  immediately  given  to  charge  the  plaeSy 
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rhieh  we  did,  roetiring  mmmI  Tollcys  of  OAsUter  before  we  reached 
L  The  enemj  left  their  gwM,  which  we  took»  aud  the  regimeat  was 
mplojed  for  several  hours  after  ia  gathering  np  prisoners  and 
marching  through  the  rarioas  baildings  of  the  place.  This  was  about 
alf-paat  one  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  cavaliy  did  not  enter  the  jrftce 
DLtil  some  two  homrs  after,  by  which  time  we  had  secured  a  large 
amber  of  prisoners,  besides  many  negroes.  Oar  regiment  was  kept 
I  the  pl«ce  all  night.  Several  companies  were  detaiUsd  to  guard  the 
risoners  and  perform  picket  duty.  The  cavalry  had  nothing  to  do 
;  all  ^ith  the  capture  of  the  phee,  and,  if  General  Stuart's  cavalry' 
ere  under  fire,  they  must  have  taken  tibe  grape  which  passed  o?er 
» as  intended  for  themselves. 

W.  8,  RANKIN, 
l£oor  TwaUi'fint  North  CaroUna  Regiment. 
BYRD  SNOW, 

Captain  (hmpany  0, 
JOHN  W.  MILLER, 
Firit  IditUenant  Company  P. 

W.  II.  MARTIN, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  B. 

A.  ALfrPAUOB, 
Third  Lwutenant  Company  P. 

J.  P.  0AKE8, 
Skcond  Limtenant  Company  A. 

TWIST  SNOW, 
Skeand  Lieutenant  Cfmpany  0. 

L.  0.  JAMES, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  L. 

J.  A.  COBBS, 
Third  Lieuienani  Company  K. 

K.  M.  JOHNSON, 
Brtwt  Lieutenant  Company  B. 
W.  L,  TFOHL, 

Captain  Company  L. 
J.  MILLER, 
Firei  Lieutenantt  Company  A. 

M.  G.  MOORE, 
Fifst  Lieutenant  Company  L 
D.  J.  C0CKE8HAW, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  A 

C.  T,  CLAYTON, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  L, 

J.  L.  PRA-rr, 

First  Lieutenant  Company  K, 
CALVIN  CREWS, 

Third  Lieutenant  Company  K. 
J.  S.  DISK, 

First  Lieutenart  Company  X. 
S.  P.  STUART, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  M. 
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Camp  of  Tw£i9Tr«riRST  Georgia  KegiuentJ 
April  10,  1863.  ( 

The  ii^ndersignedy  officers  of  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regime 
were  present  and  participated  in'  the  capture  of  Mahassas  Jooctk 
on  the  night  of  the  26th  Aiigost  last.  After  a  fatiguing  march, « 
rifed  at  Bristoe  Station  about  night,  and  then  reeomuenced  i 
march  to  Manassas  Jo  notion  with  the  twentj-&rst  North  Carolii 
regiment,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Trimble.  We  attack 
and  captured  Manassas  Junction  about  twelve  o'clock,  this  regimei 
charging  and  capturing.a  battery  of  artillery,  four  pieces,  andabai 
seventy  prisoners,  including  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  several  con 
missioned  officers.  We  were  fired  into  with  shell,  canister  andioQi 
ketry,  which  we  return^,  and  then  charged.  We  placed  pickets  oa 
and  gdarded  the  approaches  of  the  Junction  on  the  left  side,  vhic 
were  maintained  until  after  day.  About  sunrise,  Stuart's  caalr 
arrived  in  the  towh.  We  had  not  previously  seen  them,  nor  an 
other  troops,  except  those  of  our  brigade. 

THOMAS  G.  GLOVER, 
Maj&r  commanding  Twenty-first  Georgia  on  August  26th. 

WESLEY  KENNAN. 

Captain  Company  G. 
A.  C.  WATKINS, 

Captain  Company^' 
W.  J.  WARREN, 
First  Lieutenant  commanding  Qnnjxi'fy  ^• 

K.  B.  FOSTER, 
First  Lieutenaftt  commattding  Compony  -». 

J.  W.  PATRICK, 
Second  Lieutenant  comm*mding  Comj^  ^' 

J.  H.  TUCKER, 
First  Lieutenant  commanding  Compf^l  ^■ 
E.  M.  HENDERSON, 

Company  ^• 


General  Thimble:  As  a  question  has  been  raised  s8  ^^^  j 
due  the  honor  of  capturing  Manassas,  I  do,  with  pleasure,  Gener*' 
state  that  I  was  preeent  with  your  brigade,  in  which  my  '^S'^^^  J 
the  twenty  first  North  Carolina,  was,  on  the  night  of  the  ^"P^"^^ 
Manassas  Junction,  which  took  place,  I  think,  on  the  26th  <^^^"^pr 
last.  About  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  went,  with  my  ^^^'?  ^yi 
beyond  the  railroad  junction  proper,  till  they  reached  the  first  re 
on  the  railroad,  which  our  forces  had  thrown  up  in  l8Cf,  .1^,^ 
remained.  The  regiments  marched  on,  on  either  side  of  the  rni  ^^^ 
and  had  not  proceeoed  more  than  a  few  hundred  yards,  ^^^"  Ij^K^ckj 
my  opened  fire  upon  'tie  brigade.     Shortly  after^is,  I  started       | 
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to  Bristoe  Stfttion  to  bring  forward  ihe  ftmbulances,  which  had  been 
left  behind.  I  had  gone  back  fallj  half  a  mile  this  side,  west  of  thfr 
janction  proper,  and  atideast  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  rear  of  where  I 
left  your  brigade,  when  I  was  halted  by  a  cavalry  picket,  which  was 
composed  of  members  of  the  sixth  Virginia  cavalry.  In  conversa- 
tion  with  them,  they  asked  me  whether  the  Junction  had  been  cap- 
tured, etc.,  and  tola  me  their  regiment  was  stationed  near  there, 
which  I  apptoached  and  saw.  This  was  the  nearest  point  to  the 
Janction  at  which  I  saw  any  cavalry. 

Tours^  very  respectfully, 

H.  8HEPPERD, 
Cbpteifi  and  A.  A.  6.,  Tweniyflttt  N&rik  Carolina  Regirrtenl. 
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•  REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  McLAWS'OP  OPERATIONS 
BELOW  RICHMOND.  SUBSEQUENT*  TO  BATTLES  OF 
RICHMOND. 

HsABQUAlltBRS   D1FI8IOK,  > 

A^igust  9,  186S.      \ 

€olonel  R.  B.  CHitTON, 

Adjutant  Ckneral  to  General  Lee  : 

'  Sir  :  In  oompHsiice  with  orders  ftom  depitftqtent  faeAdquftrters,  re- 
ceived after  six^  A.  M.,  on  6th  instant,  to  march,  with  mj  command, 
to  the  junction  of  the  Charles  Gitj  and  Long  Bridge  roads,  I  mored 
with  the  brigades  of  Colonel  Barksdale  and  General  Semmes,  and 
fwo  regiments  of  the  South  Carolina  brigades,  (all  with  me.)  Kot 
long  after  reaching  the  Charles  City  road  the  head  of  my  column  vai 
fialted,  by  coming  up  with  that  of  General  Ripley,  moving  in  tlie  same 
direction.  I  had-not  been  informed  of  General  Ripley's  orders,  nor, 
Indeed,  that  he  would  move  in  that  direction.  The  day  was  excessively 
warm,  and  the  troops  were  marched  slowly.  Finding  that  Gener^ 
Ripley's  column  had  halted  about  nine  miles  from  here;  a  rery  con- 
siderable time,  I  rode  forward  and  found  General  Ripley  at  Fishers. 
He  informed  that  he  was  constructing  t\ro  rifle  pits  to  strengthen  his 
position.  Shortly  after  my  arrival,  one  of  General  Ripley's  brigades 
was  ordered  forward  to  the  junction,  and  the  cavalry  advanced.  It 
was  the  general  impression  that  the  enemy  had  a  very  censiderabk 
force  of  cavalry  on  the  left,  and  a  large  body  of  infantry  in  front.  It 
was  not  until  late  in  the  day,  that  I  discovered  there  was  a  regiment 
of  two  or  three  hundred  or  more  of  our  own  cavalry  about  the  jnnc- 
tion  and  Fisher's.  The  junction  was  occupied  without  opposition, 
nothing  of  the  enemy  being  seen  beyond  their  mounted  pickets,  wkicli 
retired  as  our  own  advanced.  The  whole  of  Ripley's  command  vas 
advanced,  forming  line  of  battle  across  the  road  at  the  junction,  a&j 
having  brigades  supporting  each  other,  at  Fisher's  house,  where  my 
whole  division  was  in  reserve.  As  night  came  on  the  troops  bivouacked 
in*  tho  woods  in  advance  of  the  junction,  and  in  position  elsewhere  to 
meet  any  emergency.  On  the  7th  instant,  there  was  'some  delay 
owing  to  a  portion  of  Ripley's  troops  not  b^ing  supplied  with  rations. 
The  advance  was,  however,  commenced  by  «  brigade  being  thrown 
forward  and  occupying  the  vicinity  of  the  creek,  between  the  parson- 
age and  Willis'  church — videttes  aftd  skirmishers  occupying  tbe  par- 
sonage and  overlooking  the  battle-ground  of  July  1st.  The  other 
'  brigade  of  Ripley's  and  the  whole  command  was  ordered  to  march  is 
easy  supporting  distance.     A  brigade  also  occupied  Gatewood's  to 

fuard  against  any  movement  from  the  left.  I  then  wrote  to  General 
longstreet,  and  informing  him  of  my  movemente,  suggested  that 
General  Jones'  command  or  a  brigade  be  advanced  from  that  side, 
taking  its  artillery.  I  did  this  because  the  road  at  the  crossing  of  the 
creek,  beyond  Willis'  church,  had  been  blockaded  by  the  onesy, 
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makiDg  it  impMsable  fer  ftrtillery.  Sbortly  ftfterwards,  it  was  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  ebaiidoned  Malvern  Hill,  and  oar  cayalry  oooai^ed 
it.  General  Longstreet  eomping  up,  I  rode  forward  with  him  to  the 
**  heights^"  and  the  brigades  of  Generals  Bodes,  Toombs  and  Jones 
coming  forward,  occupied  them,  at  Dew's  honse  and  to  the  right  and 
left.  Daring  the  6th  and  7th,  between  thirty  and  forty  stragglem 
were  brought  in  from  the  enemy.  All  that  were  questioned  spoke  ef 
a  Tery  large  force  of  infantry  occupying  Malvern  heights  and  the  ad- 
vent country,  and  of  from  three  to  six  regiments  of  cavalry.  More 
eonfideaee  was  given  to  the  reports  of  prisoners  tiian  etherwise  wovU 
haT6  been  done,  because  it  was  believed  they  bad  purposely  thrown 
themselves  in  the  way  of  our  pickets,  wishing  to  be  captured.  Manv 
fitated  that  General  Heintselman  was  in  oomma^d  on  Malvern  Hiil^ 
etc.,  etc.  I  saw  nothing  to  indicate  an  intention  of  the  enemy  to  oo- 
cupy  Mcilvera  Hill  permanently,  or  if  snch  was  their  purpose,  ihey. 
ha4  neglected  the  usual  precaution  of  fortificatiensw .  I  returned  to  my 
old  camp  on  yesterday.  I  saw  sevend  men  on  ^e  way  prostrated 
with  tun-strokey  and  have  understood  that  some  of  the  cases  proved 
fatal.  The  march  would  have  been  made  during  the  night  previeus, 
but  my  commissary  had  estimated  fbr  subsistence  stores,  and  thef 
had  beki  sent  dowsn  to  Fisher's  and  unloaded  in  the  field  during  his 
absence,  the  wagons  in  which  they  camerietuming  to  town. 
JTery  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major  QmulraL    • 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  McLAWS  OF  OPERATIONS 
ABOUT  HARPER'S  FERRY. 

Headquarters  Division,  October  18, 186!. 

Colonel  R.  H.  CuiLroN, 

AdjuUmt  Gential: 

8ir:  On  the  10th  ultimo,  in  compliance  with  q>eeial  order^Ko. 
i^l,  of  September  9tb,  1862,  from  your  headquarters,  I  proceeded 
trith  my  o^n  and  General  Andereon's  division,  vis  BackettsriUef  to 
J^leaeant  Valley  to  take  poseeasion  of  Maryland  Heights  atid  eodetTor 
to  capttire  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  vicinity.  I  reached  the 
valley  on  the  11th. 

-  Pleasant  Valley  runs  north  and  south,  and  is  bounded  on  the  east  1)J 
tbe  Blue  Ridge,  on  the  west  by  £Ik  Ridge,  the  southern  portion  of 
%Lich  ridge  being  more  specially  designated  as  Maryland  BeigMf. 
G.'he  distance  across,  in  an  air  line,  between  the  summits  of  the  tvo 
ridges,  being  about  two  and  a  half  or  three  milea.  The  vatlejitseV 
is  rolling  and*ii  regular,  having  one  main  road  along  or  near  the  foat 
Jbi  tbe  Blue  Ridge,  and  there  is  another  along  the  base  of  Elk  Bi^g^t 
but  it  is  very  much  out  of  repair,  and  not  much  used. 

The  'Potomac  river  runs  along  tbe  south  endyf  both  ridgea,  Har- 
per's Ferry  town  being  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  but  entirely 
commanded  by  Maryland  Heights,  frcm  which  a  plunging  fire>  from 
mui^ketry  even,  can  be  made  into  the  place.  Tbe  BalUiBoretfui 
Ohio  railroad,  the  turnpike  to  Frederick,  Maryland,  through  Middle- 
town,  and  the  canal  to  Washington  city,  pass  along  the  south  e&do' 
the  Blue  Ridge,  there  being  just  enough  space  for  them  between 
the  mountains  and  the  river.  They  also  pass  under  tbe  sootli 
«nd  of  Maryland  Heights,  'where  a  crowded  space  haa  heen 
made  by  blasting  the  rocks  for  &  very  considerable  distance.  ^^ 
railroad  bridge  crosses  the  river  just  under  the  precipice  of  Mary W 
Heights,  and  about  fifty  yards  above  it  tbe  Yai  kees  hadapostooB 
bridge  for  wagons,  etc.     The  railroad  bridge  was  defended  by  cinD<» 

S laced  on  the  further  end;  the  narrow  causeway  along  the  river sn- 
er  Elk  Ridge,  by  cannon  placed  under  the  precipice  and  on  the 
roftd.  The  river  there  is  near  four  hundred  yards  wide.  On  thewfis^ 
slope  of  Etk  Ridge,  the  enemy  had  their  heavy  guns  placed  so  a^j^ 
command  the  approaches  along  the  road  aiidtbe  town  ou  the  cpposUo 
aide,  and  Ijbelieve  the  road  coming  from  the  west;  and  they  alsoflw^* 
Boiiver  Heights,  which  defended  the  approaches  to  the  town  from  ^ 
aide  between  the  Shenandoah  and  the  Potomac  west  and  aouth. 

So  long  as  Maryland  Heights  was  occupied  by  the  enemy,  Uarpe^' 
Ferjry  could  never  be  occupied  by  us.  If  we  gained  possession  of  tw 
heights,  the  town  was  no  longer  tenable  to  them.  , 

Pleasant  Valley  was  approached  from  the  east,  first  by  the  nilroadi 
turnpike  and  canal,  at  the  south  end  of  Blue  Ridge.  Second,  Bj* 
road  over  the  ridge,  passing  Buckettsville,  a  small  town*  shout  a 
mile  or  leas  from  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge  over  Brownsville  &*P' 
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and  by  another  through  a  gap  to  tho  north  of  the  last  named  road, 
known  as  Crampton's  Gap.  The  two  last  wdre  about  one  mile  apart. 
The  second  road  was  distant  from  the  one  along  the  south  end  of  the 
ridge  four  miles.  Thas  Grampton's  Gap  was  five  miles  from  the  first 
road  along  the  Potomac. 

Passing  from  the  valley,  going  west,  were  two  roads,  one  along  the 
south   end  of  Maryland   Heights,   already  mentioned,  and   another 
through  Solomon's  Gap,  a  slight  depression  in  Bik  Ridge,  about  five 
miles  north  of  the  first.     At  the  south  end  of  Blue  Ridge,  and  just 
at  the  commencement  of  the  pass,  coming  from  the  east,  is  the  small 
town  of  Weverton.     About  half-way  between  that  plaoe  and  Harper's 
Ferry,  along  the  turnpike,  is  another  small  place  called  Shindy  Hoolc. 
The  road  from  Sandy  Hook  ran  about  the  middle  of  the  valley,  and 
joined  the  main  road  along  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  two  miles  from 
the  Potomac.     Understanding  that  there  was  a  road  running  from  the 
top  of  Solomon's  Gap  along  the  ridge,  to  the  heights  commanding 
Harper's  Ferry,  I  directed  Grtieral  Kershaw,  with  his  brigade  att4^ 
that  of  General  Barksdale,  to  proceed  along  that  road  and  carry  the- 
heights,  Qsing  infantry  alone,  as  the  character  of  the  country  forbade 
the  use  of  any  other  arm.     On  the  12th,  he  proceeded  to  carry  out. 
the  order.     I  then  directed  a  brigade  of  General  Anderson's  divia* 
ion — General  Wright's — to  ascend  the  Blue  Ridge  with  t-A'o  pieces  of.' 
artillery,  and,  proceeding  down  to  the  point  overlooking  Weverton,  te« 
command  the  approach  to  the  pass  there,  along  the  turnpike,  railroads 
and  canal.     General  Semmes  was  left  opposite  the  gap ;  the  troops 
had  passed  over  into  the  valley  (the  one  next  south  of  Grampton's . 
Oap).  with  his  own  and  Gen^eral  Mahone's  brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Parham,  with  orders  to  send  a  brigade  to  the  top  of  Solomon'e. 
Gap,  to  protect  the  rear  of  General  Kershaw,  and  also  to  take  pre- 
cautions  to  guard  the  pass  over  the   Blue  Ridge.     General  Cobb's  < 
brigade  wae  directed  to  cross  the  valley,  and,  marching  along  its  base, 
to  keep  in  communication  with  General  Kershaw  above  and  up  to  his 
advance,  so  as  to  give  support  if  possible,  if  it  was  needed,  and  to 
serve  as  a  rallying  force  should  any  disaster  render  such  necessary. 

I  then  moved  down  the  valley  towards  the  river,  with  the  rest  of 
the  command,  the   inhabitants   generally  impres^^ing  it  upon  me  that 
Maryland  Heights  was  lined  with  cannon  for  a  mile  and  a  half.     The 
main  force  was  kept  with  the  advance  of  General  Kershaw,  of  which 
I  was  constantly  informed  by  signi)]  parties,  stMtloiied  on  the  heiy^hts, . 
moving  with  General  K'^rshaw.     General  Kershaw,  soon  encountered  \ 
the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  before  him  until  dark- 
ness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.     General  Wright  gained  his  position 
without  opposition,  and  at  sundown  General  Anderson  pushed  forward 
a  brigade,  (General  Pryor's,)  as  I  directed  and,  took  possession  of 
Weverton^  and  disposed  the  troops  to  effectually  defend  the  pass. 

The  brigades  of  Generals  Armistead  and  Cobb  were  moved  up, . 
forming  a  line  across  the  valley  from  the  right,  commanding  the  roadi 
from  Sandy  Hook. 

On  the  13th,  Gen.  Kershaw,  after  a  very  sharp  and  spirited  engi^-. 
ment^  through  the  dense  woods,  and  oyer  a  fery  brokoB  sarfaoe^  ^ihero* 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1JB4 

Mug  BO  Tomi  from  tiio  poinl  wkeve  lie  kad  oeMod  optnAidM  die  nil^ 
previoas,)  and  aeroee  two  abattifl,  (the  last  quite  a  formidable  work,  ibp 
east  and  west  side  being  precipices  of  thirty  or  forty  feet,  and  across 
the  ridge  irere  breastworks  of  heavy  logs  and  large  rock,)  sneceeded 
in  carrying  the  main  ridge,  where  the  enemy  had  a  telegraph  station, 
and  by  foar  and  a  half^  P.  M.,  we  had  possession  of  tbeontire  heights, 
ike  enemy  going  down  a  road  which  they  had  eonstructed  on  the  aide 
opposite  the  feriy,  invisible  to  oar  troops  from  the  valley,  and  were 
ired  OB  by  our  skirmishers  as  they  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge  to 
Harper'a  Ferry  town.  The  report  concerning  caaBon  along  the 
heights,  proved  to  be  false,  as  the  enemy  used  but  one  battery  on  the 
heights,  and  that  was  placed  on  the  road  towards  flarper?s  F^ry, 
and  was  withdrawn  so  soon  as  the  main  ridge  was  carried.  The  oat* 
tery  of  keavy  guns  placed  on  the  west  slope  of  themottatains,  which, 
diu'ing  the  day  fired  frequently  on  tiie  storming  party  and  dropped 
shells  into  Pleasant  Valley,  was  spiked  and  abandoned  at  the  same 
time.  « 

The  troops  in  the  valley  were  then  advanced,  and  Ge&eral  Cobb's 
brigade  occupied  Sandy  Hook,  with  bat  little  resistance,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  the  place,  with  their  main  force  of  fifteen  handrcd 
men,  on  the  night  previous,  leaving  several  hundred  new  mudcets  and 
other  stores.  The  road  then  from  Harper's  Ferry,  which  prevented 
egress  from  the  place  coming  east,  was  now  completely  commanded. 

Up  to  this  time,  I  had  received  no  notice  of  the  advance  of  either 
General  Jackson  or  General  Walker,  except  that  a  coorier  friOB  Gen- 
eral Jackson  brooght  a  despatch  from  him  to  the  effect  that  he  hoped 
his  leading  division  would  be  near  Harpe|''s  Ferry  about  two  o!clock 
en  this  day,  and  some  firing  in  that  direction  led  to  the  belief  that 
ke  was  advancing. 

During  the  day,  heavy  cannonading  was  heard  to  the  eas.t  and 
north  east,  and  the  cavalry  scouts  were  constantly  reporting  the  ad- 
vance  of  the  enemy  from  various  directions ;  but  the  truth  of  these 
reports  was  questionable,  as  the  look-out  from  the  mountains  saw 
Bothiag  to  confirm  them. 

The  morniiig  of  the  14th  was  employed  in  e«tting  a  road  to  the 
top  of  Maryland  Heights,  practicable  for  artillery.  M^or  McLaws, 
of  my  staff,  had  examined  the  ground,  and«  reporting  a  road  practi- 
cable, was  directed  to  mnke  one,  and  by  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Captain 
Bead  and  Captain  Carleton,  under  the  direction  of  Major  JElamtlton, 
diief  of  artilierv,  bad  two  pieces  from  each  of  their  batteries  in  po- 
sition, overlooking  Bolivar  Heights  and  (he  town.  Fire  was  opened 
at  once,  driving  the  enemy  from  their  works  on  the  right  of  Bolivar 
Heights,  and  throwing  shells  into  the  town. 

Ib  the  meanwhile.  General  Walker,  who  had  ioformed  ao  of  his 
arriviJ,  after  dark,  on  the  ISth  instant,  had  opened  fire  fro.m  Losuloa 
Heights,  and  General  Jackson's  batteries  were  playing  from  aaveral 
points. 

Hearing  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy  towards  the  giipt  over  which 
the  command  had  passed  into  Pleasant  Valley,  I  had,  about  twelve 
«^clock,  ordered  General  Cobb  to  return    jfitk  his  hrigade  I9  the 
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caaip,  ii«af  the  point  irfier«  the  roftd  eame  into  the  valljij,  aaddi^* 
reoted  General  Semmee  to  withdraw  the  brigade  from  Soloinon'a  Qflq>,  • 
leaving  a  mere  guard,  and  to  tell  Geaeral  Cobb,  on  hie  M'ri?al  in  the 
▼icinity,  to  take  command  of  Grampton's  Gap.     The  gap  was  orer 
five  miles  from  the  positions  of  my  main  force.     I  was  on  Maryland 
Heights  directing  and  okfkrving  the  fire  of  oar  guns,  when  I  heard 
cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Grampton's  Gap;  but  I  felt  no  partic- 
alar  concern  about  it,  as  there  were  three  brigades  of  infantry  in  ihe 
vicinity,  besides  the  cavalry  of  Colonel  Muaford;  and  General  Stuart,, 
who  was  with  me  on  the  heights,  and  had  just  come  in  from  above, 
told  me  he  did  not  believe  there  was  more  than  a  brigade  of  the  en* 
emy.     I  however  sent  my  adjntant  general  to  General  Gobb,  as  also 
Major  Ooggin,  of  my  staff,  with  directions  to  hold  the  gap  if  he  lost 
his  last  man  in  doing  it,  and  shortly  afterwards  went  down  the  moan- 
tain  and  started  towards  the  gap.     On  my  way,  with  General  Stuart, 
I  met  my  adjutant  general  returning,  who  informed  me  that  the  en- 
emy hadforced  the  gap,  and  that  reinforcements  were  needed  by 
General^obb.     I  at  once  ordered  up  Wilcox's  brigade,  eommandect 
by  Colonel  Alfred  Gumming,  of  the  tenth  Georgia  regiment,  who  had 
been  detached  from  General  Semmes'  brigade  for  that  purpose,  and 
rode  towards  the  gap.     Fortunately,  night  came  on,  and  allowed  a 
new  ail>aDgement  of  the  troops  to  be  made  to  meet  the  changed  aspect 
of  affairs. 

The  brigades  of  Generals  Kershaw  and  Barksdale,  excepting  one 
regiment  of  the  latter  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  were  withdrawn 
from  the  heights,  leaving  the  regiment  and  two  rifle  pieces  ob  the 
main  heights  overlooking  the  town,  and  formed  line  of  battle  across 
the  valley,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  below  Crampton's  Gap,  widi 
the  remnant  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Cobb,  Semmes  and  Mahone, 
and  that  of  Wilcox,  Kershaw  and  Barksdale,  which  was  placed  spe- 
cially under  command  of  General  Anderson.  Generals  Wright  and 
Pryor  were  kept  in  position  guarding  the  Weverton  Pass,  and  Gen- 
erals Armistead  and  Featherston,  that  from  Harper's  Ferrv.  That 
place  was  not  yet  taken,  and  I  had  but  to  wait  and  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy.  . 

It  was  necessary  to  guard  their  positions—^^^,  to  present  a  front 
against  the  enemy  advancing  down  the  valley;  s^condy  to  prevent 
theta  from  escaping  from  Harper's  Ferry,  and  acting  in  conjunction 
with  their  troops  in  front ;  tkird^  to  prevent  an  entrance  at  Wever- 
ton P&s. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  engaged  and  in  reserve  at  Grampton's 
^ap  was  estimated  to  be  from  fifteen-  to  twenty-^five  thousand  and 
upwards. 

The  less  in  those  brigades  engaged  was,  in  killed,  wounded  and 
missing,  .Tcry  large,  and  the  remnant  collected  to  make  front  across 
the  valley,  was  very  small. 

I  had  despatched  Lieutenant  Tucker,  my  aid-do-camp,  with  a 
courier  and  guide,  to  report  to  General  Lee  the  condition  of  affairs; 
hut,  on  getting  beyond  our  forces,  he  rode  suddenly  on  a  strong  picket 
^  the  enemy,  was  halted  aid  fired  on  by  them  ^as  he  turned  and. 
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dMhedbaek.  The  courier  was  kHIed;  Imt  LUftleoftnt  T«eker  a&d 
4he  guide  escaped.  General  Stuart  bad,  however^  started  couriers 
before  that,  and  sent  others  from  time  to  time  daring  the  nighty  and 
I>  therefore,  was  satisfied  that  General  Lee  would  be  informed  before 
morning.  The  ]5th,  the  enemy  did  not  advance,  nor  did  they  offer 
any  opposition  to  the  troops  taking  positionH^cross  the  valley.  The 
line  to  oppose  them  from  that  direction  was  therefore  formed,  and  the 
artillery  posted  to  the  best  advantage.  Oor  artillery  on  Maryland 
Heights  fired  on  the  enemy  below  so  soon  as  light  permitted.  About 
ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  it  was  telegraphed  to  me  from  Maryland  Heights 
that  the  enemy  at.  Harper's  Ferry  had  hoisted  a  white  flag  and  had 
ceased  firing.  I  at  once  ordered  t!ie  troops  which  were  defending  the 
pass  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  advance  their  skirmishers  along  the 
road  to  the  bridge,  or  until  they  were  fired  on,  and  directed  all  the 
trains  to  be  sent  towards  the  Ferry,  still  keeping  the  line  of  battle 
opposed  to  that  of  the  enemy  above.  They,  in  the  meantime,  were 
planting  batteries  on  the  Blue  Ridge  to  operate  against  the  ar:tillery 
on  the  left  of  the  valley,  looking*  north,  which  had  been  advantage- 
ously placed  in  position .  by  my  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Hamilton, 
along  the  line  formed  across  the  valley. 

My  aid'de-camp,  Lieutenant  Tucker,  had  been  sent  to  con^munieate 
with  GeneralJackson,  in  Harper's  Ferry,  and  be,  returning,  re- 
ported that  General  Jackson  wished  to  see  me  The  enemy  showing 
no  disposition  to  advance,  I  left  the  command  to  General  Anderson, 
with  directions  to  push  the  trains  across  the  river  as  far  as  pessiUe, 
and  follow  with  the  infantry  when  the  trains  were  well  over.  I  then 
rode  over,  and  received  orders  to,  proceed  to  Sharpsburg,  with  all  pes* 
sible  dispatch.  I  returned  to  Pleasant  Valley,  and,  as  the  troops 
had  been  gradually  withdrawn;  I  formed  a  new  line  across  at  the  foot 
of  the  valley,  still  holding  Maryland  Heights  and  Weverton  Pass, 
and  waited  until  near  two  o'clock,  when  the  trains  having  passed 
over  the  ri very  the  troops  were  withdrawn  to  tho  right  bank,  and, 
marching  through  Harper's  Ferry,  camped  near  Halltown,  four  miles 
distant,  about -eight  o'clock  on  the  16th  instant.  •  The  troops  that 
were  engsged  \p  the  attack  and  capture  of  Maryland  Heights  are  en- 
titled to  especial  commendation^  as  they  were  laboriously  employed 
for  two  days  and  one  night  along  the  summit  of  £lk  Ridge,  con- 
stantly working  their  way  under  fire  during  the  day,  and  at  night 
resting  in  position,  all  this  time  without  water,  as  none  could  be  ob- 
tained but  from  the  valley  beneath,  one  mile  down  the  mountain, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  contest  there  was  not  a  straggler  from  the 
two  brigades. 

General  Kershaw,  who  had  special  command  of  this  force,  acted  in 
ihis  instance,  as  he  has  in  all  others  when  under  my  command,  with 

freat  skill,  cooIqcss  and  daring,  and  is  deserving  of  special  ^  praise, 
refer  you  to  his  report  .for  other  particulars  of  the  eugagement,  and 
for  the  operations  of  the  brigade  of  General  Barksdale,  which  accom« 
panied  him  and  materially  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  place. 

Seeing  that  the  <^anal  was  full  of  water  about  Weverton,  J  directed 
"Qeneral  Pryor,  if  teols  could  be  obtained^^to  out  the  canal  just  do^ve 
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s  Mlr%rt  near  the  plaee,  which  he  dicf^  nnA  thioks  the  canal  was  ma* 
terially  damaged.     He  aJao  broke  the  canal  lock.  • 

The  enemj  having  forced  Crampton's  Gap,  thereby  completely 
catting  off  my  route  np  the  valley  to  join  the  forces  with  General 
Lee — as  Solomon '»  Gap^  the  only  road  over  Elk  Ridge,  was  jast  id 
front  of  the  one  6ver  the  Blue  Kidge,  occupied  by  the  enemy,  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  defend  t^iy  position.  I  could  not  retire  under 
the  bluffs  along  tho  river,  with  the  enemy  pressing  my  rear  and  the 
forces  at  Harper's  Ferry  operating  in  conjunction,  unless  under  a 
combinatioQ  of  circumstances  I  could  not  rely  on  to  happen  at  the 
exact  time  needed.  I  could  net  pass  over  the  mountain,  except  in  a 
scattered  and  disorganized  condition.  Nor  could  I  have  gone  through 
the  Weverton  Pass  into  the  open  country  beyond,  to  cross  a  doubtfud 
ford,  when  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  the  other  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  coming  down  in  my  rear.  There  was  no  outlet  in  any  di- 
rection for  anything  but  the  troops,  and  that  very  doubtful.  In  no 
contingency  could  1  have  saved  tho  trains  and  artillery.  1  therefore 
determined  to  defend  myself  in  the  f  alley,  holding  the  two  heights 
and  die  two  lower  passes,  in  order  to  force  a  direct  advance  down  the 
valley,  to  prevent  co-operation  from  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  carry  out  my  orders  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  that  place, 
I  received  several  communications  from  your  headquarters  in  rela- 
tion to  my  position,  which  were  obeyed,  so  far  as  circumstances 
permitted,  and  I  acted,  in  departing  from  them,  as  I  believed  the 
commanding  General  would  have  ordered  had  he  known  the  circum* 
stances.  The  force  in  Harper's  Ferry  was  nearly,  if  not  quite  equal 
to  my  own,  and  that  above  was  far  superior. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  co-operate  from  Harper's  Ferry  with  the 
force  above,  and  the  force  above  did  n9t  press  down  upon  me  because, 
I  believe.  General  Lee  offered  battle  at  Sharpsburg.  The  early  sur- 
render of  Harper's  Ferry  relieved  me  from  the  situation,  and  my 
command  joined  the  main  army  at  Sharpsburg  on  the  morning  of  the 
1 7th  September. 

My  special  thanks  are  due  to  General  ■  Anderson,  whose  division 
was  under  my  command,  for  his  advice  and  assistance^  and  the  cor* 
dial  co-operation  of  all  in  generally  performing  their  whole  duties. 
The  operations  at  Grampton's  Gap  I  give  in  a  separate  paper. 
To  the  members  of  my  staff.  Major  Mcintosh,  A.  A.  G. ;  Major 
Goggin ;  Major  McLaws  ;  Major  Edwards,  A.  0.  S. ;  chief  surgeon 
of  division,  Surgeon  Gilmore  ;  Captain  King,  who  accompanied  Gen* 
eral  Kershaw  during  the  whole  of  his  operations  on  the  heights ; 
Oapt.  Costin  ;  Lieut.  Tucker,  A.  D.  G. ;  Capt.  Taliaferro  and  Lieut. 
Edwards,  ordnance  officers,  I  am  indebted  for  their  aid  and  active 
assistance.  Gaptain  Manning,  who  had  charge  of  the  signal  corps, 
being  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties,  from  a  sudden  attack  of  ery* 
8ipelas  in  the  head,  Captain  Costin  took  charge  of  the  party,  and  it 
rendered  very  great  service  during  the  three  days  it  was  required. 
Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  also  distinguished  himself  for 
his  activity  in  reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy. 
•    •  Very  respectfully, 

L.   McLAWS.^ifa/or  General. 
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Hbadquartebs  DnrimoN,  October  ft,  IMS. 

Colonel  B.  H.   CaiLTONy  A,  A.  G.: 

I  enclose  herewith  s  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  in 
neasant  Valley,  Maryland.  There  are  particular  reasons  why  I 
ahonld  make  a  special  report  of  the  engagement  at  Crampton's  Qap, 
to  do  which,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  reports  from  Colonel 
Mnnford,  who  was  first  in  command,  and  from  Colonel  Parham, 
Hahone's  brigade,  who  came  next  after  and  made  the  dispositions  pre- 
Tions  to  the  arrival  of  General  Cobb. 

Very  respectfolly, 

L.  McLAWS,  Major  Generd, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL   McLAWS  OF  BATTLE  OF 

8HARPSBURQ. 

Headquarters  Division,  Oetober  SO,  186t. 

To  the  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  of  General  Langstred  : 

Sir  :  Om  the  morRiDg  of  iho  l'6th  of  September,  ultimo,  my  eeoH 
ttand,  consistiDg  of  my  own  division  Rnd  that  of  Oeneral  Andersen, 
marched  tiirongh  Harper's  Ferry  from  Pleasant  Valley,  and  halted 
near  lialltown,  a  short  distance  from  the  road,  which  tamed  4o  the 
right  towards  Shepherdstown,  which  was  on  the  way  to  Sharpaburg, 
to  which  place  I  had  been  directed  to  march,  by  orders  direct  from 
Cklneral  Lee  and  afterwards  from  General  Jackson. 

The  entire  command  was  very  mnch  fatigned.  The  brigades  of 
Generals  Kershaw  and  Barksdmle  had  been  engaged  on  Maryland 
Heights  on  the  1 2th,  ISth  ai|d  14th,  and  on  the  15th  had  been 
marched  from  the  heights  to  the  line  of  battle  up  the  valley,  formed 
to  oppose  that  of  the  enemy  below  Grampton's  Gap.  Those  of  Gen- 
erals Cobb  and  Semmes  and  Mahone,  (Colonel  Parham,)  had  been  en- 
gaged and  badly  crippled  at  Grampton's  Gap,  and  all  the  others  had 
been  guarding  important  points  under  very  trying  circumstances.  A 
large  number  had  no  provisions^  and  a  great  portion  had  not  had 
time  or  opportunity  to  cook  what  they  had.  All  the  troops  had  been 
without  sleep  during  the  night  previous,  except  while  waiting  in  line 
for  the  wagon  trains  to  pass  over  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Harper's 
Perry. 

I  had  ridden  on  to  Gharlestown  to  look  after  the  sick  and  wounded 
from  Pleasant  Valley,  when  notice  was  sent  me  to  hasten  the  troops 
to  Sharpsbnrg.  I  returned  to  camp  and  started  the  command  at  three, 
P.  M. ;  halted  after  dark,  (and  the  night  was  very  dark,)  within  two 
miles  of  Shepherdstown,  wilre,  receiving  orders  to  hasten  forward, 
sgain  commenced  the*  march  at  twelve  o'clock  that  night,  many  of  the 
regiments  still  without  provisions.  I  may  here  state  that  the  crossing 
at  Harper's  Ferry  was  very  mnch  impeded  by  the  paroled  prisoners, 
passing  over  the  bridge,  whenever  there  was  an  opportunity  offered 
hy  any  accident  to  the  bridge,  causing  temporary  halt  in  the  trains 
or  batteries,  which  was  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  the  Streets  of 
Harper's  Ferry  town  were  crowded  with  prisoners  and  wagons,  all  of 
which  prevented  me  from  halting  even  for  a  moment  in  the  town  to 
obtain  provisions  there. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th«  a1l>out  sunrise,  the  head  of  my  column 
reached  the  vicinity  of  General  Lee's  headquarters,  near  Sharpsburg. 

I  rode  on  to  the  town  looking  for  General  Lee,  and  on  my  return, 
not  finding  him,  met  General  Longstreet,  who  directed  me  to  send 
General  Anderson's  division  direct  down  the  road  to  the  hill  beyond 
Sharpsburg,  where  he  would  receive  orders.  I  learned  from  him  where 
General  Lee's  eallip  was  and  reported  to  General  Lee  for  orders.     He 
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directed  me  to  halt  my  division  near  la  his  headqaarterSt  which  was 
donoy  and  I  then  rode  back  to  hasten  up  General  Anderson,  whose  di- 
vision was  in  the  rear.  Aboat  an  **hoar  after  this,  my  division  was 
ordered  to  the  front  by  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Lee's — ^Major  Tay- 
lor. In  about  one  mile,  we  came  in  rear  of  the  position,  which  was 
pointed  oat  by  Major  Ratchford,  of  General  D.  H.  Hill's  staff,  as  the 
one  the  division  was  to  occupy.  I  was,  of  course,  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  ground  and  of  the  location  of  the  troops.  General  Hood, 
however,  who  was  present,  pointed  out  the  direction  for  the  advance, 
and  my  line  of  battle  was  rapidly  forratd — General  Cobb's  bri/^ado  on 
the  right,  next  General  Kershaw's,  General  Barksdale  and  General 
Semmes  oh  the  left.  Just  in  front  of  the  line  was  a  large  body  of 
woods,  from  which  parties  of  our  troops,  of  whose  command  I  do  not 
know,  were  seen  retiring,  and  the  enemy,  I  could  see,  were  advancing 
rapidly,  occupying  the  place.  My  advance  was  ordered  before  the  entire 
line  of  General  Kershaw  could  be  formed.  As  the  enemy  were  fill- 
ing the  woods  so  rapidly,  I  wished  my  troops  to  cross  the  open  apace 
between  us  and  the  woods  before  they  were  entirely  occupied.  It  was 
made  steadily  and  in  perfect  order  and  the  troops  were  immediately  en* 
gaged,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  in  magnificent  style,  at  ail 
points,  sweeping  the  woods  with  perfect  ease,  and  inflicting  great  los^ 
on  the  enemy.  They  were  driven  not  only  through  the  woods,  but 
over  a  field  in  front  of  the  woods,  and  over  two  high  fences  beyond 
and  into  another  body  of  woods  over  a  half  a  mile  distant  froin  the 
eommencement  of  the  fight. 

The  men  were  scattered  by  the  engagement  through  the  woods, 
where  the  enemy  made  their  only  stand,  and  there  being  no  immediate 
support,  the  several  brigades  fell  back  into  the  woods,  and  the  line, 
to  maintain  the  position,  was  formed  by  the  brigades  of  General  Ran- 
som, Walker's  division,  and  of  General  Armistead,  General  Ander- 
son's division,  which  had  been  sent  t^  my  support,  of  General  Early, 
which  was  already  in  position,  and  tb|e  brigades  of  Generals  Barks- 
dale  and  Kershaw.  Captain  Read's  battery  had  been  placed  in  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  the  woods,  which  ^M  had  entered,  and  did  most 
excellent  service;  but  it  was  exposed  to  Buch  a  severe  fire.  General 
Kershaw  ordered  it  back,  after  losing  fourteen  officers  and  men  and 
sixteen  horses.  Another  battery,  Capt.  Carleton's,  which  I  had  ordered 
into  position  in  the  woods,  in  front  of  General  Ransom's  brigade,  was 
so  severely  cut  up  in  a  short  time  by  the  direct  and  cross  fires  of 
numerous  batteries,  that  I  ordered  it  to  retire.  The  enemy  did  not 
make  an  attempt  to  retake  the  woods  after  they  were  driven  from 
them,  as  I  have  mentioned,  but  kept  up  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery. 
There  was  an  incessant  storm  of  shot  and  shell, •grape'and  canister  ; 
but  the  loss  inflicted  by  ttie  artillery  was  comparatively  very  small. 
Fortunately,  the  woods  wore  en  the  side  of  a  hill,  the  main  slope  of 
which  was  towards  us,  with  numerous  ledges  of  rock  all  along  it. 
Thus  it  was  our  men,  although  under  this  fire  for  hours,  suffered 
so  little  from  it. 

I  could  do  nothing  but  defend  the  position  my  division  uccupied. 
The  line  was  too  weak  t^  attempt  an  advance.     There  wore  not  men 
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e&ongh  to  make  a  eontiauous  single  line.  In  some  places,  for  a  con» 
siderable  distancey  there  were  no  men  at  all ;  while  just  beyond  us^ 
across  an  open  field,  about  four  or  five  hundred  yards  distant,  were 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  apparently  double  and  treble,  supporting  nu* 
merous  batteries,  which  crossed  fire  over  every  portion  of  the  ground. 
The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  so  far  superior  to  ours  in  weight  of 
metal,  character  of  gun  and  numbers,  and  in  quality  of  ammunition, 
that  there  was  but  very  little  to  be  gained  by  opposing  ours  to  it, 
and  I  therefore  did  not  renew  the  attempt  after  the  first  experiment. 

The  ground  over  which  the  Mississippi  brigade.  General  Barksdale, 
advanced,  and  to  his  right,  was  thickly  strewn  with  the  dead  and 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  far  eceeding  our  own,  and  their  dead  were 
mach  more  numerous  than  their  wounded.  The  close  proximity  of 
the  combatants  to  each  other  may  account  for  the  disproportion 

General  Cobb's  brigade  going  in,  extended  itself  further  to  the 
right  than  I  intended,  but  the  Colonel  commanding,  Colonel  Sanders, 
twenty -fourth  Georgia,  did  not  learn  my  orders  to  correct  the  error, 
so  it  is  reported,  and  the  engagement  commencing  immediately,  the 
brigade  went  on  to  a  position  several  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of 
the  woods  and  defended  it.. 

General  Semmes  was  sent  to  the  left,  just  after  his  brigade  came. on 
the  ground,  by  direction  of  General  Jackson,  to  give  support  to  Gen- 
eral Stuart.  His  brigade  drove  the  enemy  through  the  woods  and  be- 
yond them  for  a  considerable  distance. 

General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  more  exposed  in  its  first  advance 
than  any  other,  as  it  had  to  move  over  a  large  open  space,  before 
reaching  the  woods,  which  there  afforded  less  protection  ;  but  the 
command  went  in  with  enthusiasm,  and  drove  the  enemy  up  to  their 
batteries  and  reserves,  and  then  retired  to  the  woods  from  which  they 
had  first  driven  the  enemy,  as  did  the  other  brigades  of  Cobb,  Semmes 
and  Barksdale,  because  of  the  weakness  of  their  own  lines,  the  want  of 
immediate  support,  the  want  of  ammunition,  and  the  fatigue  of  the 
men.  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Colonel  Nance,  conmianding 
the  third  South  Carolina  regiment,  of  General  Kershaw's  brigade, 
brought  his  regiment  from  the  ground  in  perfect  order,  and  formed  ,it 
in  the  rear,  to  be  supplied  wich  ammunition,  with  the  precision  of  9^ 
parade.  This  perfect  control  of  his  men  is  owing  to  the  high  state 
of  discipline  and  good  drill  for  which  his  regiment  is  distinguished. 

General  Barksdale  reformed  on  the  ground  he  went  over ;  General 
Semmes  was  placed  in  reserve  in  his  rear ;  General  Cobb's  brigade  on 
the  left  of  General  Kershaw,  tfho  had  previously  moved  to  the  left  of 
the  line. 

The  enemy  *having  abandoned  their  attempt  to  advance,  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine  the  relative  positions  of  our  troops  and  those 
of  the  enemy,  4).nd  soon  became  convinced  that  we  had  nothing  to 
gain  by  an  advance  of  our  troops.  The  strong  position  of  the  en* 
emy  was  along  the  Antietam,  the  right  bank  of  which  (the  side  to- 
wards our  army)  was  swept  by 'numerous  batteries  of  artillery,  posted 
along  the  left  banks,  which  commanded  the  right.  Their  position 
along  the  left  bank  was  a  very  strong  one,,  having  ^the  Antietam  in 
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their  front  and  Maryland  Heigbts  in  their  rear.  For  na  toferoetiieiB 
hack  on  the  Antietam  was  to  foree  them  to  concentvation  in  their  re- 
servesyof  which  we  had  none,  to  weaken  our  Unea  and  aeatter  our 
troops,  so  that  in  the  e?ent  of  a  reirerse,  no  rally  of  any  oonsiderable 
body  could  be  made,  and  the  final  result  would  not  probably  have 
been  such  as  to  hare  entitled  us  to  claim  as  we  now  can,  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg  as  one  of  the  greatest  successes,  if  not  the  greatest  suc- 
cess of  the  war,  when  the  enormous  disparity  between  our  forcea  and 
those  of  the  Yankees  are  considered. 

Brigadier  Generals  Kershaw,  Semmes  and  Barksdale  dcserre  high 
praise  for  their  heroic  conduct  in  the  fight,  and  for  the  skilifnl  man- 
ner their  brigades  were  higidled. 

Colonel  Sanders,  of  twenty-fourth  Georgia,  who  commanded  Cobb's 
brigade  during  the  first  part  of  the  engagement,  carried  it  forward  in 
good  order,  and  the  brigade  maintained  its  position  and  drore  the  en- 
emy for  some  distance,  retiring,  after  losing  forty-three  per  cent  of 
its  strentb.  Lieutenant  Colonel  McRae,  of  the  fifteenth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  commanded  the  brigade  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
^ht. 

The  losses  in  the  different  brigades,  including  the  different  batte- 
ries, were  as  follows : 


Gabbikd 

INTO  ACTION. 

KlLLKD    AND 
WOUMDBD. 

1 

1 

CoMMAJiDS. 

1 

h 

tt 

1^ 

QmnMAL 

AYKMAQE. 

Brigadier  General  Kershaw,... 
Brigadier  General  Semmes, . . . 
Brigadier  General  Barksdale, 

Brigadier  General  Cobb, | 

112 

68 

89 

not 

known 

824 
646 
802 

357 

44 
27 
82 

11 

805 
281 
258 

135 

6 
6 

4 

10 

88 
44 
88 

48 

\" 

Total 

264 

12,629 

114  1    979 

26 

which,  taken  in  conection  with  the  small  number  of  missing,  shows 
how  dearly,  yet  how  gloriously,  this  success  was  obtained. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret,  that  I  have  to  state  my  Adjutant  General, 
Major  T.  S.  Mcintosh,  was  killed  dead,  shot  through  the  heart,  while 
carrying  out  one  of  my  orders.  The  country  has  lost  in  him  as  brave 
and  gallant  an  officer  and  gentleman  as  any  tiiat  survives  him. 

My  Inspector  General,  Major  Goggih,  was  with  me  during  the  day, 
carrying  orders  and  superintending  their  execution,  in  the  perform* 
ance  of  which  duties  he  exhibited  great  daring,  and  cool,  sound  judg- 
ment. 

To  Captain  King  and  Lieutenant  Tucker,  aids-de-eamp  and  Captain 
Oostin,  signal  officer;  Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  and 
Lieutenant  Edwards,  ordnauce  officer,  I  am  indebted  for  their  seal 
and  activity.  Their  gallantry  was  conspicuous  in  the  performance  ot 
their  duties. 

Colonel  Henry  Coulter  Cabell,  chief  of  artillery,  who  had  been  ab- 
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^nt  0ui%,  joined  me  on  the  field,  end  remained  daring  the  reet  of  the 
Kmgagem«nt.  * 

I  enetoee  rep<M^t8  of  brigade  commanders,  and  call  attention  to  their 
i  €»tiee6  of  indiyidnal  merit. 

Very  respectfully. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major  General, 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EARLY.  COMMAND- 
ING DIVISION,  OF  OPERATIONS  FROM  AUGUST  16th  TO 
SEPTEMBER  S7th,  1862. 

Headquarters  Ewell's  Division,  > 
January  12,  1863.       $ 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

:A,  A.  General,  Second  Corps : 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  corps,  I  submit  the 'following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
division  dince  the  movement  from  the  neighborhood  of  Gordons ville, 
northward,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  until  it  reached  Bunker 
Hill,  in  September : 

Thvs  report,  however,  is  necessarily  defective  in  regard  to  all   the 
other  brigades  of  the  division  except  my   own,  as  there  were   other 
division  commanders  until  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg,  on  the  1 7th  of  September,  Major  General  Ewell  having 
commanded  until  the  night  of  the  28th  of  August,  when   he    was 
wounded  in  the  action  near  Groveton,  and  Brigadier  General  Lawton 
having  command  from  that  time   until  he  was  wouitded  at  the  battle 
of  Sharpsburg.     It  is  impossible  to  supply  the  necessary  information 
in  regard  to  the  particular  parts   taken  by  Lawton's  and   Trimble's 
brigades  in  the  several  actions  commencing  with  the  affairs  of  Hazel 
river,  on  the  22d,  and  Bristoe  and  Manassas  Junction,  on   the  27th 
of  August,  and  ending  with  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  except  as  to 
the  part  taken  by  Trimble^s  brigade  at  Sharpsburg,  as  General  Law* 
ton,  who  commanded  his  brigade  until  the  29th  of  August,  is  absent 
in  Georgia,  wounded,  and  Colonel  Douglas,  who  commanded  thebrig- 
ade  from  the  29th  of  August  to  ^he  i/th  of  September,  was  killed  at 
Sharpsburg  on  that  day,  and  General   Trimble,  who  commanded  his 
brigade   until  the  29th   August,  is  absent,   wounded,    and    Captain 
Brown,  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  who  succeeded  him   in  the 
command,  was  killed  at  Ox  Hill,  near  Chantilly,  on  the    1st  ot  Sep- 
tember.    There  is  the  same  diflSculty  in  regard  to  Hays'  brigade  a3 
to  the  pan  taken  by  it  on  the  3()th  cf  August,  at  Manassas,  and  at 
Ox  ilijl,  on  the  1st  of  September,  as  Colonel  Strong,  who  comuiandcd 
on  those  occasion??,  was  killed  at  Sharpsburg. 

This  report,  therefore,  will  not  contain  particular  details  of  the 
operations  of  any  brigade  but  my  own,  in  most  of  the  actions  in 
which  the  division  was  engaged  during  the  time  covered  by  it. 

March  from  vicinity  ofCIordonsvijlle  to  the  Rappahannock. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  the  division  moved  from  Liberty  Mills,  in 
Orange  county,  to  Mountain  Run,  in  the  same  county,  near  darkens 
Mountain,  below  Rapidan  Station,  where  it  remained  until  the  20th, 
when  it  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Cunningham's  ford  and  bivoaacked 
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lear  Stev^nslrarg,  in  Calpeper  On  the  next  day  it  mored  past 
Srandy  Station  and  biyotxacked  near  St.  Jamea^  churchy  on  the  road 
o  wards  a  ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  above  the  railroad  station  and 
lelow  the  mbath  of  Hazel  river. 

The  next  day  it  moved  in  the  direction  of  that  ford,  and,  on  arriv* 
ng  there,  the  enemy  being  in. position  on  the  opposite  bank  to  dia** 
>ate  the  passage,  the  division  was  moved  to  the  left,  Lawton's  brig« 
;ade  leading,  crossing  Hazel  river  at  a  mill  and  then  moving  in  the 
Lirection  of  a  ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  above  the  mouth  of  Hazel 
'iver,  where  the  enemy  was  also  found  in  force,  and  the  division  was 
hen  again  moved  to  th^  left  in  the  direction  of  the  ford  ^t  Warren- 
;on  Springs,  by  a  route  through  fields  and  woods,  so  as  not  to  be  ex- 
>oscd  to  view.  At  the  two  fords  above  mentioned,  and'  in  moving 
;horefrom,  the  division  was  exposed  to  shells  fired  from  the  enemy's- 
jatteries,  and  sustained  slight  loss. 

In  moving  to  the  left  across  Hazel  river,  General  Trimble,  with  his 
brigade,  was  left  behind  to  observe  the«enemy,  and  had  a  fight  with  a 
body  of  the  enemy  which  had  crossed  from  the  north  bank  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock and  was  threatening  the  trains,  and  succeeded  in  driving 
it  back. across  the  river  ;  but  I  am  unable  to  give  the  particulars  of 
this  affair. 

Crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  and  Affair  at  Warrenton  Springs^ 

August  28d. 

The  remainder  of  the  division  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  the  War- 
renton Springs,  on  the  southern  bank,  and  lateen  the  afternoon,  the 
thirteenth  Georgia  regiment,  of  Lawton's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Douglas,  was  crossed  at  the  Springs,  capturing  a  few  cavalrymen  oa 
picket  at  that  place.  Brown's  and  Dement's  batteries,  of  four  guns 
each,  were  also  crossed  over  at  this  point.  My  own  brigade,  under 
the  superintendance  of  General  Evell,  who  was  acting  undef'General 
Jacksou's  orders,  was  crossed  over  about  a  mile  below  the  Springs,  oa 
an  old  dilapidated  dam,  formerly  built  for  purposes  of  navigation; 
and  Hays'  brigade,  under  Colonel  Forno,  was  ordered  to  follow  j  but 
as  my  brigade  did  not  succeed  in  crossing  until  it  was  nearly  dark, 
and  the  crossing  was  exceedinly  diflScult,  Hays'  brigade  was  left  on 
the  south  bank  for  the  night. 

My  orders  were  to  occapy  a  wood-on  the  north  bank  of  the  river, 
immediately  in  front  of  the  place  at  which  I  crossed,  and  to  estab- 
lish communications  with  G-eneral  Lawton,  the  whole  of  whose  brig- 
ade, I  was  informed,  would  cross  over  at  the  Springs.  Before  I  was 
ordered  to  cross  over,  there  had  been  quite  a  heavy  shower  of  rain, 
which  had  somewhat  swollen  the  river,  and  it  was  raining  when  I 
crossed.  I  moved  the  brigade  into  the  woods  indicated,  General 
Swell  having  reorossed  after  seeing  the  whole  of  my  brigade  over. 
In  extending  the  left  into  the  woods  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  river, 
a  road  was  found  running  from  the  Springs  through  this  body  of 
woods,  towards  the  fords  and  Rappahannock  Station  below.  My  left 
vras  posted  near  this  road^  the  right  extending  to  an  old  field  just  b0« 
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low  wh«ra  I  hsd  eroased.  Pickets  were  pat  out  m  front  eftd  ob  tho 
flanks,  and  Major  A.  L.  Pitser,  my  Toluntew  aid,  was  r  despatched  to 
find  his  way  to  the  Springs  and  commnnicate  with .  General  Lawtoa. 
It  had  become  exceedingly  dark  by  this  time,  and  Major^  Fitier ,  is 
endeayoring  to  get  to  the  Springs,  rode  upon  a  party  of  si^  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  who  had  passed  up  the  r<Mid  a  few  moments  before 
we  had  reached  it. 

He  was  made  a  prisoner  by  this  party,  who  were  endeaToring  ta 
make  their  way  to  the  Springs,  bat,  finding  some  difficulty  in  the 
way,  had  halted.  After  he  had  been  compelled  to  surrender  his  ara^^ 
the  party  started  with  him  back  on  the  road  they  had,  come«  and  the 
Major,  with  great  presence  of  mind,  informed  them  that  they  were 
all  his  prisoner^  ;  that  if  they  attempted  to  pass  ont  in  any  directioa 
they  would  be  fired  upon  by  some  of  our  pickets,  as  they  were  com- 
pletely surrounded ;  but,  if  they  submitted  to  his  direction,  he  would 
take  them  in  safe,  which  they  concluded  to  do,  and  the  Major  did 
actually  bring  them  in  as  prisoners  after  they  had  captured  him. 
After  this  attempt,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  make  another  effort 
to  establish  communication  with  the  Springs  that  night,  as  it  was 
Tery  dark  and  threatening  rain,  and  there  was  no  one  in  the  command 
who  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  localities  to  find  the  way« 

During  the  night  there  was  a  very  heavy  rain,  and  in  the  morning 
I  found  that  the  river  had  become  very  much  swollen  and  was  so  high 
as  to  defy  all  attempts  at  crossing,  and  a  messenger  sent  to  the 
Springs  returned  with  the  information  that  only  the  thirteenth  Georgia 
regiment,  of  Lawton^s  brigade,  had  crossed  over  the  night  before. 
As  soon  as  I  ascertained  the  condition  of  things,  I  despatched  a  note 
for  General  Ewell  or  General  Jackson,  whichever  should  be  first  met 
with,  informing  them  of  my  condition  and  that,  if  the  enemy  should 
come  upon  me  with  heavy  force,  my  whole  command  must  be  cap- 
tured, and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  my  attempting  to  extricate  my 
force,  with  that  at  the  Springs,  by  moving  up  the  river  towanb 
Waterloo  bridge ;  this  was  sent  by  a  messenger,  with  directioa  to 
swim  the  river  with  it,  if  possible.  Before  this  note  could  be  deliv- 
ered, I  received  a  verbal  message  from  General  Jackson,  which  had 
been  delivered  across  the  river  at  the  Springs  and  was  brought  to  me 
by  a  s<3rgeant  of  one  of  the  batteries  at  that  place,  dii  acting  me  to 
move  up  towards  the  Springs  and  take  command  ^  aH  the  force  tbere^ 
and  post  my  command,  with  the.  left  flank  costing  on  the  river  and 
the  right  on  a  creek,  to  the  north  of  the  Springs,  which  emptied  into 
the  river  below  and  was  past  fording  also,  there  being  no  enemy  ia 
the  fork,  and  stating  that  he  was  having  the  bridge  repaired  across 
the  river,  which  would  eooa  be  in  a  condition  for  infantry  to  pass 
ever.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  I  received  a  note  from  General 
Jackson,  in  respousc  to  mine*  containing  similar  instructions  and  di- 
recting me,  in  addition,  to  move  up  towards  Waterlpo  bridge  if  the 
enemy  appeared  in  too  heavy  force,  keeping  r  lose*  to  the  river,  and 
informing  me  that  he  would  follow  along  the  opposite  bank,  with  hia 
whole  force,  to  cover  my  movement.  1  aceordii^gly  moved  aptowurdp 
the  Springy  poetmg  Colonel  Walker,  with  his  r^aM»Ui,.the  thii^ 
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iee&lli  Yirginia  ftad  tho  thirty-first  Yirginia,  on  the  road,  so  as  to 
protect  my  rear.  On  getting  near  the  Springs,  I  foand  that  Colonel 
Bonglas  had  icoved  his  regiment  and  the  artillery  to  a  hill  jast  belov 
the  Springs,  which  runs  across  from  the  river  to  the  creek  mentioned^ 
»nd  along  this  I  posted  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  the  twenty- 
fifth,  forty-fonrth,  forty  ninth,  fifty-second  and  fifty-eighth  YirginU 
regiments,  with  the  thirteenth  Georgia  on  the  left,  all  being  so  dis- 

tosed  as  to  present  a  front  to  the  northwest,  the  rear  being  guarded 
y  Colonel  Walker  with  the  thirteenth  and  thirty-first  Yirginia  regi- 
mentSy  and  the  right  flatik,  which  was  the  only  one  exposed^  beinj 
secure  for  a  short  time  on  account  of  the  condition  of  tho  creek, 
which  is  called  Great  Run.  Companies  were  thrown  out  on  this  flinj^ 
to  prevent  any  attempt  to  cross  the  creek,  and  a  bridge,  which  was 
partially  flooded,  \/as  destroyed.  A  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was 
discovered  early  in  the  morning  by  Colonel  Douglas  on  the  north  of 
the  creek, .and  they  were  hovering  around  my  right  flank^on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  creek  all  the  morning.  Daring  the  morning 
General  Jackson  sent  over  an  officer  to  pilot  one  of  my  staff  officers 
over  the  route  to  Waterloo  bridge,  which  it  might  bo  necessary  to 
pass  over  in  case  of  emergency,  and  my  adjutant  general,  Mdjop 
Hale,  was  sent  with  him  to  ascertain  the  route. 

In  the  meantime,  the  creek  began  to  fall  rapidly,  and  in  the  after- 
noon it  was  in  a  condition  to  be  crossed. 

It  also  began  to  bo  evident  that  the  enemy  was  moving  up  from 
below  in  heavy  force,  and  that  my  command  was  in  a  critical  condi- 
tion. It  was  entirely  concealed  from  the  enemy's  view  by  being 
posted  in  the  woods,  and  this  fact  no  doubt  saved  it,  for  it  was  evident 
the  enemy  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  force  was  across  the  rivor^ 
and,  from  the  caution  with  which  he  moved,  he  thought  it  was  much 
larger  than  it  really  was. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  a  heavy  column  of  infantry,  with  artillery, 
made  its  appearance  opposite  to  my  right  flank,  and  I  then  changed 
my  front  so  as  to  present  it  towards  the  enemy,  without,  however, 
his  being  aware  of  it,  as  my  whole  movement  was  concealed  from  his 
view  by  the  woods.     The  artillery  was   also  so   posted  as  not  to  be 
observed  by  him.     About  this  time  Colonel  Robertson,  with  two  or 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  came  from  the 
dircctioti  of  Warrenton,  and,  after  consulting  with  me,  posted*  two' 
pieces  of  artillery  on  the  hill  to  the  north  of  the  Springs,  which  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  enemy,  and  opened  fire  npon  him.     This  was 
responded  to  by  a  battery  of  the  enemy's  in  a  few  moments,  and  I 
sent  two  Parrott  guns  from.  Brown's  battery  to  the  assistance  of  JSq^ 
bertson's* pieces,  which  were  of  short  range,  and  a  brisk  cannonading 
was  kept  up  until  near   sundown,  with   no  damage,  however,  to  my 
infantry  or  artillery,  the  only  persons  killed  or  woundeJ  belonging  to 
the  cavalry,  which  happened  to  be  in  the  line  of  the   artillery   fire, 
and  in  rear  of  our  pieces.     After  the  cessation  of  the  artillery  fire,  a 
column  of  the  enemy  was  observed  to  advance,  it  being  then   near 
dark,  and  a  mist  rendering  objects  quite  indistinct.     Infantry  waf 
also  seen  moving  off  to  the  left^  and  in  a  few  moments  the  enemy 
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delivered  a  rolley  into  tbe  woods,  where  my  infantry  was  posted,  and 
then  gave  three  cheers,  followed  by  a  tiger,  in  re^rular  style.  I  had 
two  of  Captain  Dement's  Napoleon  guns  run  to  the  left  of  my  line, 
and  infantry,  to  a  point  from  which  they  cpuld  fire  npon  the  enemy, 
and  caused  them  to  open  with  canister.  This  fii  e  was  so  well  directed, 
although  objects  could  not  be  distinguished,  that  the  enemy  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  driven  back,  as  was  manifest  from  the 
cries  and  groans  of  his  men,  which  were  plainly  heard  by  oura. 
There  was  no  further  attack  on  me;  but  it  was  evident,  from  the 
noises  heard  and  the  reports  of  one  or  two  persons  who  bad  seen 
columns  of  the  enemy  passing  from  below,  that  a  heavy  force  was 
near  at  hand,  and  that  preparations  were  being  made  to  surround  my 
force,  and  I  sent  a  messenger  to  General  Jackson^witb  information  as 
to  the  state  of  things,  and  by  his  directions  the  remainder  of  Gene* 
ral  Lawton's  brigade  was  crossed  over  on  the  temporary  bridge  which 
had  been  constructed — the  sixtieth  regiment,  under  Major  Berry, 
Laving  been  crossed  over  just  before  night. 

General  Lawton  got  over  about  one  o'clock  and  informed  me  that 
he  had  seen  written  instructions  to  General  Ewell,.  directing  him  to 
cross  over  himself  at  daylight,  and  if  it  was  evident  the  enemy  was 
in  heavy  force,  to  recross  tbe  troops,  as  it  was  not  desired  tO  have 
a  general  engagement  at  that  place.  I  immediately  despatched  a 
messenger  to  General  Swell  to  inform  him  that  there  was  no  doubt  of 
the  er.emy^s  being  ia  heavy  force,  and  if  I  was  to  be  recrossed  it  had 
better  be  done  at  once  without  waiting  for  daylight,  as  the  enemj,  bj 
noving  to  the  left,  could  place  artillery  so  as  to  command  the  bridge 
and  ford  at  the  Springs,  and  from  the  sounds  of  carriages  moving  ia 
that  direction,  I  was  satisfied  such  was  his  purpose  and  that  it  would 
be  accomplished  before  I  could  recross,  if  it  was  postponed  until  day- 
light.  In  response  to  this.  General  Ewell  came  over  a  little  before 
three  o'clock,  and,  after  consultation  with  me,  gave  the  order  for  re* 
crossing,  which  was  accomplished,  Lawton's  brigade  going  first  and 
carrying  over  the  artillery  by  hand,  and  then  my  brigade  following, 
the  whole  being  completed  very  shortly  after  daylight.  My  command 
was  thus  rescued  from  almost  certain  capture,  asit  has  since  appeared 
from  General  Pope's  report  that  he  had  brought  up  his  whole  force  to 
attapk  what  he  supposed  to  be  General  Jackson's  whole  force.  I  lost 
«o  men  killed  or  wounded,  though  a  severe  punishment  must  have 
been  inflicted  on  tbe  enemy  by  the  canister  from  our  artillery.  - 

Our  situation  was  felt  b}  every  officer  and  man  to  be  of  the  most 
Cj^itical  nature,  and  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  deport- 
ment of  the  whole  command.  The  men  had  had  nothing  tomcat  since 
the  day  they  had  crossed  over,  and  for  two  nights  and  a  day  they  lay 
upon  their  arms,  yet  they  did  not  murmur,  but  exhibited  the  utmost 
resolution  to  repuNe  the  enemy  at  all  hazards  should  he  come.  Whea 
tbe  enemy  fired  his  volleys  into  the  woods  where  the  men  were  posted 
fhey  did  not  throw  away  ammunition,  but  coolly  reserved  their  fire 
until  the  enemy  should  get  to  close  quarters,  determined  to  make  it  a 
death  struggle. 

This  commendation  is  equally  due  to  Colonel  Douglas  aad  his  off* 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


179 

t^rd  and  mett,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  two  batteries  mentioned, 
t8  to  my  own  brigade.  After' recrossing,  my  brigade,  as  well  as  that 
ef  General  Lawton,  was  moved  back  to  the  yicinity  of  Jeffersontoa 
to  rest  and  CK>ok  rations.  • 

MoVErEKT   UPON   TfiB   EvEMT's    LiJTE  OP  COMMUNICATION  TO  THB  RR^AH, 

AND  Affairs  at  Bristoe  Station   and  Manassas  Junction. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  the  division  moved,  under  orders 
from  General  Jackson,  to  Ilinson's  mill,  above  Waterloo  bridge, 
vhere  it  crossed  the  Rappahannock,  and  then  proceeded  by  Oriean 
tnd  camped  -at  night  near  Salem,  in  Fauquier  county.  Very  early 
next  morning  it  marched  by  Salem  and  through  Thoroughfare  Gap^ 
in  the  direction  of  Gainesville,  at  which  latter  place  it  took  the  road 
to  Bristoe  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  raili^oad.  The  di- 
vision which  on  this  day,  as  well  as  on  the  day  before,  was  in  the 
adrance,  moved  as  follows:  First,  Hays'  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Forno;  second,  Trimble's  brigade  ;  third,  Lawton's  brigade;  fourth|, 
my  own  brigade.  . 

Hays'  brigade  reached  the  station  a  short  time  before  sunset,  justaa 
sereral  trains  were  approaching  from  the  direction  of  Warrentoa 
Junction.  There  being  no  force  at  this  place  except  a  small  detach* 
ment  of  cavalry,  which  was  soon  dispersed.  Colonel  Forno  succeeded 
in  arresting  and  capturing  two  trains  of  empty  cars,  the  first  which 
approached  making  good  Its  escape  by  forcing  its  way  over  the  ob* 
itniotions  placed  on  the  road  towards  Manassas  Junction.  General 
Trimble,  as  soon  as  he  "arrived,  was  detached  with  two  regiments  of 
Ms  brigade  to  Manassas  Junction,  and  the  other  brigades  ad  they  ar- 
rived, and  Hays'  brigade,  were  placed  in  position  by  Major  General 
Eweil,  so  as  to  prevent  surprise  and  any  approach  on  the  railroad.  As 
sooif  as  h  was  light  next  morning,  the  three   brigades  of  the  division 

'  left  at  Bristoe. were  placed  in  position  as  follows  :  Lawton's  brigade 
was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  Hays'  brigade  on  the  right  of 
it,  and  my  own  brigade  to  the  right  of  Hays' in  a  pine  wood,  our 
line  of  battle  being  fronted  towards  Warrenton  Junction  and  occu- 
pying a  ridge  a  short  distance  from  Bristoe  in  the.  direction  of  that 
junction.  Colonel  Forno,  with  four  regiments  of  Hays"  brigade  and 
one  of  Lawton's,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  from  D'Aquin's  battery,  . 
was  then  ordered  to  the  front  to  reconnoitre  and  destroy  the  bridge 
orer  Kettle  run  and  tear  up  the  track  of  the  railroad.     He  fonnl  the 

;  enemy  had  brought  up  on  a  train  of  cars  a  body  of  infantry  sufficient 
to  fill  nine  cars  ;  but,  having  doubtless  discovered  our  force  to  be 
larger  than  was  thought,  was  re-embarking  it.  A  few  shots  from  the 
piece  of  artillery  were  fired  at  the  train  and  it  made  its  wajr  back 
again  after  receiving  some  damage.  The  sixth  Louisiana,  under  Coh 
Strong,  was  left  on  picket  two  miles  in  front  on  the  railroad,  and 
the  eighth  Louisiana  was  put  to  work  destroying  the  railroad  bridge 
'  ftiid  tearing  up  the  track,  and  Colonel  Forno  returned  with  the  rest 
of  the  force.  In  the  meantime,  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  of  Trimble's 
*>t5g%de,  and  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  tf  my  own  brigade.  ^ 
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8e»t  to  join  General  Trimble  at  Manassas  Jdnction,  an  ordeif  having 
been  received  tor  the  transfer  of  the  latter  regiment.  Under  orders 
(rom  General  Ewell,  later  in  the  day,  the  forty-ninth  Yirginia,  of  my 
brigade,  was  moved  to  the  right,  on  a  rq^d  leading  to  Greenwiell 
across  a  ridge  that  was  to  this  right  of  our  position.  Brown^s  battery, 
from  the  artillery  battalion,  was  posted  on  a  hill  in  rear  of  the  posi- 
tion of  my  brigade,  and  several  pieces  from  two  other  batteries  were 
posted  further  to  the  right  on  a  ridge  over  which  the  road  from 
Oaincsville  runs,  sapportQfl  by  two  regiments  from  Lawton's  brig* 
ade,  the  whole  being  so  posted  as  to  command  the  open  ground  in 
front  of  the  right  of  our  position.  A  regiment  from  Lawton's  brig- 
ade, (the  sixtieth  Georgia,)  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  was  advanced 
on  the  left  of  the  railroad  so  as  to  support  Colonel  Forno's  two  regi- 
ments that  were  in  front,  and  Johnson's  battery,  of  my  brigade,  was 
posted  on  thejidge  between  the  position  of  Ilays'  brigade  and  my 
own  and  the  rest  of  the  batteries  were  posted  on  the  left  of  the  sta- 
tion. In  the  afternoon,  indications  were  seen  of  the  approach  of 
heavy  columns  of  the  enemy  fjx>m  the  direction  of  Warreiiton  Junc- 
tion, and  all  the  baggage  wagons  were  ordered  to  move  towards  Ma- 
nassas Junction.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  was  seen  approaching 
on  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  in  front  of  Hays'  brigade,  the  sixth 
«nd  eighth  Louisiana  regiments  falling  back  and  taking  position  in  a 
wood  three  iiundred  or  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  brigade. 
The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  heavy  columiis  of  infantry,  with 
artillery. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  came  In  range,  our  artillery,  from  its  several 
positions,  opened  on  him,  as  did  the  sixth  and^  eighth  Louisiana  and 
sixtieth  Georgia  regiments.  By  this  combined  fire,  t«70  columns  of 
the  enemy,  of  not  less  than  a  brigade  each,  were  driven  back,  and 
the  fifth  Louisiana  regiment  was  sent  forward  to  reinforce  the  sixth 
and  eighth.  Fresh  columns  of  the  enemy  were,  however,  seenf  ad- 
vancing, and  it  became  appaient  that  his  force  was  much  larger  thaa  I 
ours,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  by  a  movement  to  i 
our  right,  which  he  was  evidently  making,  he  could  obtain  a  ppsitioa 
which  commanded  the  rear  of  our  line  and  the  crossing  of  Broad 
Bun.  General  £well  then  informed  me  that  he  had  received  orders 
from  General  Jackson  to  retire  towards  Manassas  Junction  if  the  en- 
emy came  in  large  force ;  and  he  gave  the  orders  for  the  withdrawal 
of  our  force  across  Broad  Run.  At  this  time  the  Louisiana  regi- 
ments were  actively  engaged,  nnd  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  was 
moving  up,  and  the  experiment  had  to  be  tried  whether  our  troops 
could  be  withdrawn  in  good  order.  General  Ewell  directed  me  (a 
cover  the  retiring  of  the  troops  with  my  brigade. 

Lawton's  brigade  was  first  withdrawn  across  the  ford  at  the  rail* 
road  bridge,  and  then  Hays'  brigade  followed,  the  regiments  engageJ 
in  front  having  fallen  back  in  good  order  My  own  brigade  was 
withdrawn  from  the  pine  woods  in  which  it  was,  and  formed  in  suc- 
cessive lines  of  battle  so  as  to  cover  the  ford  at  the  bridge.  AH  of 
the  artillery  was  successfully  crossed  over,  a  part  having  crossed  al 
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Millford,  sever al  hundred  yards  above  the  bridge,  at  which  also  the 
forty-ninth  Virginia  regiment  crossed. 

In  the  meantime^  the  enemy  advanced  in  line  of  battle  on  both 
sides  of  the  Irailroad,  preceded  by  skirmishers,  and  keeping  up  a  con- 
stant artillery  fire.  Lawton's  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  north  bank  of  Broad  Run,  and  somro  batteries  were  placed  in  po- 
sition, and  Hays''  brigade  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Manassav.  After 
all  the  other  brigades  and  the  artillery  had  crossed,  my  own  brigade 
was  crossed  over  by  regiments  successircly,  the  thirteenth  Virginia, 
under  Colonel  Walker,  being  retained  until  the  last,  and  skirmishers 
sent  out  from  it  to  keep  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  check.  I  then 
crossed  over  the  thirteenth  regiment,  and  moved  back  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  run,  and  formed  my  brigade  in  line 
of  battle  on  a  high  hill  on  the  road  towards  Manassas,  and  in  full 
view  of  the  enemy,  who  had  halted  on  the  ridges  near  Bristoe  Sta- 
tion. In  a  short  time  afterwards.  General  Ewell,  with  Lawton's  brig- 
ade, moved  back  through  my  line,  which  ran  across  the  road,  and 
directed  me  to  remain  in  my  position  until  orders  should  be  sent  back 
t«>  me,  directing  me  at  the  same  time  to  move  one  or  two  regiments 
by  flank,  with  colors  elevated,  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements.  This  was  done,  and  the  enemy  did  not 
advance  further. 

Shortly  after  dusk,  under  orders  from  General  Ewell,  I  moved  to 
Manassas  Junction. 

Our  los9  was  comparatively  slight  in  this  affair,  and  the  men  be- 
haved admirably,  withdrawing  from  under  fire  and  moving  back  in 
excellent  order.  General  Trimble  having  been  detached  from  the  divis- 
ion the  night  previous,  his  movements  were  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  General  Jackson,  and  I  am  unable  to  furnish  any^ account 
of  them. 

The  Threc  Days'  ^iohting  near  Manassas. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  of  the  division  were  supplied  with  provis- 
ions at  Manassas,  of  which  they  stood  in  great  need,  they  wero 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Centreville,  towards  Bull  Run,  and  the 
several  brigades  bivouacked  separately  between  Manassas  and  Bull  Run. 

At  dawn  next  morning,  my  brigade,  by  direction  of  General  Ewell, 
moved  to  the  bridge  at  Blackburn's  ford,  where  it  crossed  and  pro* 
ceeded  up  to  stone  bridge  through  the  fields  on  the  north  side  of  Bull 
Run,  followed  by  Trimble's  brigade.  Again  crossing  there,  and  pro- 
ceeding along  the  Warrenton  turnpike  for  a  short  distance,  and  then* 
turning  to  the  right  through  the  fields  near  the  old  Carter  house, 
and  Matthew's  house,  close  to  which  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  be- 
gan, my  brigade  was  marched  across  the  road  running  from  the  stone^ 
house,  on  the  turnpike,  to  Sudley  church,  and  formed  in  line  in  the 
woods  aoTtb  of  the  road.  The  other  brigades  were  halted  in  the 
woods,  north  of  that  road,  Lawton's  and  H^iys'  brigades  having  missed 
dieir  way  and  gone  in  the  direction  of  Centreville,  but  having  turned, 
back  on  the  Warrenton  tarnpike  and  come  up  with  the  others. 
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After  remainiiQg  in  this  po^ieu  for  «ome  tiad,  tbe'dmsion  wMor- 
dered  to  move,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Gaines- 
ville, following  Jackson's'division,  command^  by  Brigadier  Greneral 
Taliaferro.  Mj  own  brigade  was  the  leading  vone  of  the^  division  ia 
this  movement,  and  followed  Jackson's  division,  moving  through  the 
woods  until  wo  reached  the  track  graded  for  a  railroad,  and  thence 
along  that  to  the  point  where  it  leaves  the  woods  not  far  from  Grove- 
ton.  We  here  turned  to  the  right,  and  were  formed  in  line  on  the 
edge  of  a  piece  of  woods,  with  the  left  resting  on  the  railroad  track , 
and  the  right  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  Starke's  brigade,  of  Jack- 
son's division/  Hays'  brigade  was  formed  just  behind  my  own,  and 
Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades  were  moved  further  to  the  right  by 
General  Ewell,  who  accompanied  them,  and  directed  me  to  take  com- 
mand of  my  own  and  Hays'  brigade. 

I  saw  no  more  of  General  Swell  subsequent  to  this,  antil  after 
night,  when  I  saw  him  wounded.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  particu- 
birs  of  the  operation  of  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades;  but  I  am 
informed  that  they  were  placed  in  line  by  General  Ewell,  on  the  right 
of  Staike's  brigade,  and  when  the  advance  was  made  on  the  enemy  as 
he  moved  down  the  turnpike  late  in  the  afternoon,  these  two  brigades 
were  ordered  forward  by  General  Ewell,  and  participated  in  the  at- 
tack on  the  enemy,  constituting  the  left  of  our  line  of  attack,  and 
croseing  the  railroad  and  advancing  to  close  quarters  with  the  enemy. 

These  two  brigades  suffered  very  severely,  Lawton's  loss  being 
quite  heavy.  General  Ewell  himself  received  a  very  serious  wound 
in  the  knee  while  leading  one  of  the  regiments,  near  the  close  of  the 
fight.  Just  before  dark,  I  received  an  order  from  General  JackaoB^ 
through  one  of  his  staff  officers,  to  advance  to  the  front  and  immedi- 
ately put  my  brigade  in  molion,  followed  by  Hay's  brigade ;  and 
while  advancing,  I  received  another  order  to  send  two  regimenta  to 
the  right  to  General  Jackson,  and  detached  the  forty-fourth  Vir- 
ginia, under  Colonel  Wm.  Smith  for  that  purpose.  On  arriving  at 
the  railroad  cut,  I  found  it  so  deep  that  I  could  not  pass  over  it,  and 
I  moved  by  the  right  flank  until  I  reached  a  ravine  with  high  em- 
bankments on  both  sides  and  an  interval  between,  through  which  1 
moved  by  flank,  forming  by  file  into  line  in  front  of  it. 

This  movement  brought  me  near  the  left  of  the  position  to  wbich 
Trimble's  brigade  had  advanced,  and  during  it  the  brigade  was  ex- 
posed to  a  galling  fire  of  shells  and  canister.  By  the  time  I  had  suc- 
ceeded in  forming  my  line  in  front  of  the  railroad,  the  enemy  was 
zetiring«  and  it  having  become  dark  and  impossible  to  tell  whether  1 
abould  encounter  enemies  or  friends^  I  advanc/ad  no  further,  and 
Hays^  brigade  was  halted  on  the  railroad. 

In  this  position,  the  two  brigades  lay  on  their  arms  during  die 
sight.  A  short  distance  in  front  of  me  General  Ewell  was  lying 
wounded,  and  I  had  him  carried  to  the  hospital.  Lawton's  and 
Trimble's  brigades  lay  on  their  arms  a. short  distance  to  my^right, 
aear  the  points  where  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  fight. 

Earlj  next  morning  the  division,  then   under  command  of  Briga- 
«dier  General  Lawton,  was  formed  in  Una  on  a  ridge  perpendicularly  la 
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th«  railroad  track;  wUh  the  right  resting  on  the  WarrentoQ  tampike 
i^Qjl  faeiDg  towards  Groveton.  In  a  short  timo  thereafter,  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Jackson  to  more,  with  my  own  and  Hays'  br)-» 
gade,  to  a  ridge  west  of  the  tornpiko  and  the  railroad  tracks  so  as  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  flanking  oar  forces  on  the  right,  a  movement 
from  the  direction  of  Manassas  indicating  that  purpose  having  been 
observed.  In  making  this  movement,  two  of  my  regiments,  the  thir- 
teenth and  thirty-first  Virginia,  were  detached  by  General  Jackson 
and  placed  in  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  east  of  the  turnpike,  to  observe 
the  movements  of  a  body  of  the  enemy  that  was  moving  towards  oar 
right.  I  formed  my  own  and  Hays'  brigade  in  line  on  the  ridge  indi- 
cated, placing  them  under  cover  in  the  woods,  and  advanced  skirm- 
ishers  to  the  railroad  track,  and  posted  a  detachment  on  nvy  right 
flank,  80  as  to  prevent  any  surprise  from  that  direction.  Johnson's 
battery  was  also  placed  in  position  so  as  to  command  my  front.  In 
the  meantime  our  whole  line  of  battle  had  been  so  modified  as  to 
place  it  along  the  railroad  track,  and  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades 
were  moved  so  as  t^  conform  to  this  new  disposition.  My  own  and 
Hays'  brigades  thus  constituted  the  extreme  right,  being  thrown  back 
a  little  in  rear  of  the  direction  of  the  main  line.  The  thirteenth 
Virginia  re/^ciment,  under  Colonel  Walker,  and  the  thirty-first,  under 
Colonel  Hoffman,  by  skirmishing,  kept  the  body  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  which  has  been  mentionei,  in  check  uncil  the  head  of  Gen- 
eral Longstreet's  .corps  made  its  appearance  on  the  Warrenton  turn- 
tarnpike,  from  the  direction  of  Gainesville.  When  this  corps  had 
advanced  snfSoiently  far  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  remain 
longer  in  my  position,  or  for  the  thirteenth  and  thirty-first  regiments 
to  remain  where  they  were,  I  recalled  them  and  moved  to  the  left  for 
the  purpose  of  rejoining  the  rest  of  the  divisioil.  I  found  General 
Lawton,  with  his  brigade,  in  the  woods,  not  far  from  the  position  at 
which  I  had  been  the  evening  before,  but  formed  in  line  so  as  to  be 
parallel  to  the  railroad,  Trimble's  brigade  being  posted  on  the  rail- 
road cat,  on  the  right  of  our  line  as  thai)  contracted.  I  was  ordered 
by  Gener<ftl  Lawton  to  form  my  brigade  in  line  in  rear  of  his  brigade^ 
&nd  Colonel  Forno  was  directed  to  form  on  my  right. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  enemy  began  his  attempts  to  drive  our  troops 
from  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  about  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  Colo- 
nel Forno  was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  front  by  General  Jackson  to 
the  Bupiiort  of  one  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's- brigades,  and  he  advanced 
to  the  railroad  and  drove  the  enemy  from  it,  and  took  position  on  it 
with  his  brigade.  After  this  affair.  Colonel  Forno  was  wounded  by 
one  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  so  seriously  as  to  require  his 
removal  from  the  field. 

Subsequent  to  this  advance  by  Colonel  Forno,  a  messenger  ^ame 
ts  me  from  General  A..  P.  Hill,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  pressing 
one  of  his  brigades  on  the  railroad,  whose  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  requesting  me  to  advance  to  its  support.  I  imme- 
diately did  so,  and,  as  I  passed  General  Lawton's  brigade,  I  found 
bim  preparkig  to  send  forward  the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment.  I 
continaed  to  advance  to  the  fronts  acoompanied  by  the  eighth  Loa- 
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isiana  regiment,  under  Major  Lewis,  which'  had  not  been  with  its  own 
brigade,  having  been  sent  off  to  replenish  its  ammunition  the  daj 
before,  and  having  returned  just  in  time  to  join  my  brigade. 

On  reaching  the  railroad,  I  found  the  enemy  had  poaaesaion  of  .it 
and  a  piece  of  woods  in  front,  there  being  at  this  point  a  deep  cot^ 
which  furnished  a  strong  defence.  General  Oregg^s  and  Colonel 
Thomas'  brigades  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  having  nearly  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  had  fallen  back  a  short  distance,  but  were  still  pre* 
senting  front  to  the  enenoy.  My  brigade  and  the  eighth  Louisiana 
regiment  advanced  upon  the  enemy  through  a  field  and  drove  hint 
from  the  woods  and  out  of  the  railroad  cut,  crossing  the  latter  and 
following  in  pursuit  several  hundred  yards  beyond.  In  this  charge, 
which  was  made  with  great  gallantry,  heavy  loss  was  inflicted  on  the 
enemy,  with  comparatively  slight  loss  to  my  own  brigade,  though, 
among  others,  two  valuable. ofiScers,  Colonel  Smith  and  Major  Higgin- 
botham,  of  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded.  The  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment  also  advanced  to  th<^ 
railroad  and  crossed  it  to  my  right  The  messenger  from  General 
Hill  had  stated  that  it  was  not  desirable  that  I  should  go  beyond  the 
railroad,  and,  as  soon  as  I  could  arrest  the  advance  of  my  brigade,  I 
moved  it  back  to  the  railroad  and  occupied  it.  This  was  the  last 
attempt  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  29th,  to 
get  possession  of  the  line  of  the  railroad.  On  the  afternoon  of  this 
day,  General  Trimble  was  wounded  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  though  I  believe  his  brigade  was  not  engaged  during 
the  day. 

General  Trimble's  wound  was  a  very  serious  one,  and  the  command 
of  the  brigade  devolved  on  Captain  Brown,  of  the  twelfth  Georgia 
regiment,  as  the  ranking  officer  present.  During  the  night  of  the 
1^9th,  my  brigade  and  the  eighth  Louisiana  and  thirteenth  Georgia 
regiments  lay  on  their  arms  on  the  part  of  the  line  they  were  at. 
Early  next  morning  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  commenced  firing  on 
my  left  flank  along  the  railroad,  killing  a  very  valuable  young  officet 
in  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  Lieutenant  Wilroy,  and  I  be- 
came then  aware,  for  the  first  time  that  my  flank  was  exposed,  as  I 
had  been  informed  that  one  or  more  of  General  Hill's  brigades  were 
to  the  left  of  me,  but,  for  some  purpose,  whatever  force  was  there 
had  been  withdrawn,  and  I  thus  found  myself  in  this  position,  I 
Boon  discovered  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  crossing  Ae  rail- 
road to  my  left,  and  advancing  through  a  corn-field,  and  I  immedi- 
ately sent  word  to  General  Hill  of  the  state  of  things,  and,  after  some 
delay,  some  brigades  were  sent  to  occupy  positions  to  my  left. 

During  the  course  of  the  morning  the  skirmishers  from  my  brigade, 
which  were  under- command  of  Capttin  Lilly,  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Virginia  regiment,  repulsed  a  column  of  the  enemy  which  commenced 
to  advance,  and  a  short  time  afterwards  an  arrangement  was  made  so 
as  to  place  General  HilFs  troops  on  the  left,  this  division  in  the 
centre,  and  Jackson's  division  on  the  right.  In  making  this  arrange- 
ment there  was  room  left  in  the  front  line  for  only  three  of  the  regi- 
ments of  my  brigade,  and  1  left  the  forty  fourth,  forty-ninth  «nd 
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Bfty- second  in  position,  tinder  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  forty-niath,  and' 
withdrew  the  thirteenth,  twenty-fifth,  thirty.firstand  fifty-eighth  Vir- 
giuia  regiments  a  short  distance  to  the  rear. 

The  position  of  the  brigades  gof  the  division  nnder  this  disposition 
was  as  follows :  On  the  right  was  Trimble's  brigade,  under  Captain 
Brown  ;  on  the  left  of  Trimble's  was  Lawton^S  brigade,  nnder  Colonel 
Douglas,  and,  on4iis  left,  the  three  regiments  of  my  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Smith,  the  whole  occupying  the  line  of  the  railroad ;  Hays* 
brigade  had  gone  to  the  rear  to  get  ammanition  and  did  not  return. 
In  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy  made  his  determined  attack  on  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  beginning  on  the  right,  Trimble's  brigade,  by  a 
cross  fire,  aided  in  repulsing  the  column  that  advanced  against  Starke's 
brigade.     Another  column  advanced  in  front  of  the  three  regiments 
of  my  brigade,  and'  was  repulsed  by  their  fire  and  that  from  Lawton's 
brigade.     The  attack  seemed  to  be  general  along  the  whole  line,  and 
the  fire  ran  from  right  to  left.     As  the  enemy  retired,  the  three'regi-^ 
ments  of  my  brigade  dashed  across  the  road  in  pursuit,  very  unex- 
pectedly  to   me,   as  I  had  given  express  orders  for  them   not  to 
advance  until  ordered  io  do  so,  and  I  immediately  moved  up  the  regi* 
ments  that  wore  in  rear,  to  fill  up  the  gap  that  was  thus  left. 

The  other  regiments  wee,  however,  soon  brorght  back  by   Col- 
onel   Smith.     Late    in    the    afternoon,  after    General    Longstreet 
had  made  his  advance,  and  but  a  short  time  before  night.  General 
Lawton  received  an  order  to  advance  to'the  front,  and  Trimble's,  his 
own  and  my  brigades,  were  ordered  forward,  and  commenced  advanc- 
ing.    My  own  brigade  advanced  through  the  woods  until  it  reached 
a  field  in  front  and^I  halted  hefe  a  moment  for  General  Lawton  and 
the  rest  of  the  division  to  come  up,  as  I  was  a  little  in  advance,  but 
General  Jackson  soon  rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  move  by  the  left 
flank,  as  it  was  reported  that  a  body   of  the  enemy  was  moving 
to  our  left.     I  immediately  did  so,  sending  in  front  skirmishers,  un« 
der  Colonel  Terrell,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  and  contin- 
ned  to  move  on  until  I  came  to  the  railroad  and   then  along  that 
until  I   came   to   a  field.     It  was    then   getting  dark,   and  as  soon 
as   my  skirmishers  entered   the  field   they   were   fired   upon  from  a 
hill  to   my   left.     This  was   very  unexpected,   and  I  immediately 
sent  baok  to  General  Jackson  to  let  him  know^e  fact,  as  it  would 
have  been  folly  for  me  to  advance,  if  this  fire  wa^i|»m  the  enemy,  in 
the  direction  I  was  going.  A  message  was  soon  receP^ed  directing  me 
to  send  and  ascertain  from  whom  the  fire  came,  andstatintf  that  it  was 
probably  from  some  of  General  Hill's  troops.     It  was  impossible  to 
distinguish  uniforms  or  colors  at  a  distance,  when  this   firing  took 
place,  and  the  only  chance  of  ascertaining  froin  whence  it  came,  being 
to  send  a  messenger,  with  the  certainty  of  his  being  captured  if  it 
was  the  enemy.     A  young  man,  from  the. forty-fourth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, who  volunteered  for  the  purpose,  was  sent,  and  he  soon  returned 
with  the  information  that  the  firing  was  from  the  skirmishers  from 
Branch's  and  Greggs's  brigades,  who  mistook  us  for  the  enemy.   Fortu- 
nately, however,  no  damage  was  done.     I  was  then  ordered  toadvmce 
to  the  front,  and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  I  was  ordered  to  mov^ 
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onr  loft  flank  having  proved  unfounded.  I  found  that  the  other  brigade^ 
had  already  bivouacked  near  where  I  had  left  them,  and  my  own  did  thr 
aame.  Most  of  tire  batteries  of  the  division  were  engaged  at  diflferect 
{oints  and  times,  during  the  fighting  on  these  days»  but  as  they  were 
separated  from  their  brigades  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  follow  > 
ing  them  in  the  woods,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  sufiici^tly  accurate  ac  - 
count  of  their  operations,  and  shall  therefore  not  attempt  it. 

Affair  at  Ox  Hill  near  ChaNtilly,  and  March  into  Martlakf. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  81st,  the  division  was  ordered  t* 
move,  following  Jackson's  division,  and  it  did  so,  crossing  Bull  Run  at  a 
ford  below  Sudley,  and  then  turning  to  the  left  and  pursuing  a  coun- 
try road  until  we  reached  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  which  was  fol- 
lowed in  the  direction  of  Germantown  until  we  were  ordered  to  biv- 
onack  late  at  night. 

Early,  next  morning,  (the  Ist  of  September,)  we  were  again  put  in 
motion,  following  Jackson's  division,  and  moving  in  single  column* 
until  we  reached  Chantilly^  where  the  division  was  placed  in  two  col- 
umns, ono  being  on  each  side  of  the  road,  wiA  the  artillery  in  th< 
road.  In  tbis  arrangement.  Trimble's  and  Hays'  were  on  the  right, 
and  Lawton's  and  my  own  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  road,  my  own 
following  Lawton's  brigade. 

On  reaching  Ox  Hill,  in  the  afternoon,  where  the  Ox  road  crosses 
the  turnpike,  indications  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  the  turii- 
pike  from  Oentreville  having  been  observed,  Trimble's  and  Hays^ 
brigades  wore  moved  to  the  right,  and  placed  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  Jackson's  division,  and  occupying  positions  on  the  edge  of  a 
field  beyond  a  piece  of  woods,  through  which  the  Ox  road  here  runs. 
Lawton's  brigade  and  my  own  were  moved  across  the  turnpike  and 
placed  in  line  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  Trimble's  and  Hays'  brigades* 
Lawton's  b^ing  placed  in  rear  of  Trimble's  brigade,  smd  my  own  in 
rear  of  Hays'  brigade.  As  we  moved  into  position,  the  enemy  opened 
with  artillery,  firing  into  the  woods  where  we  were  posted,  and,  in  a 
short  time  afterwards,  infantry  firing  commenced  in  front.  After  we 
had  been  in  position  for  some  time.  General  Starke,  who  was 
oommauvling  Jackson's  division,  came  to  me  and .  represented  that 
the  enemy  were  ^|j^roaching  on  his  left,  in  considerable  force,  an*i 
that  there  was  a^nterval  on  his  left,  between  his  left  flank  and  the 
turnpike,  his  line  being  in  the  form  of  an  arc  of  a  circle,  and  he  re- 
quested me  to  move  my  brigade  so  as.  to  occupy  this  interval,  in  the 
direction  of  which,  he  represented  the  enemy  to  be  moving.  I  had 
gome  hesitation  about  moving  my  brigade  ;  but  as  I  had  received  no 
orders,  and  had  merely  followed  the  movement  of  the  brigade  pre- 
ceding me,  which  brought  me  in  the  position  I  have  indicated,  and  as 
General  Starke  was  very  urgent^  representing  his  condition  to  be 
critical,  which  it  in  fact  was,  if  the  information  he  received  was  true, 
I  determined  to  move*my  brigade  to  his  left,  which  was  but  a  short 
distance,  owing  to  the  form  of  the  line^  and  gave  the  order  accord- 
ingly to  move  by  flank,  putting  myself  upon  the  leading  flank.     Dor- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


m 

iiig  AU  moT'Miefit  I  b««fd  A  very  considerables  musketry  fire ;  bat^&s 
the  woods  were  very  thick,  and  it  was  raining  very  hard  at  the  time, 
*I  eould  see  a  very  short  distance,  and^ok  it  for  granted  that  the  fir- 
ing proceeded  from  the  troops  in  front  of  me.  Od  reaching  the  posi- 
tion General  Starke  wished  me  to  occupy,  I  found  tl'^t  three  of  my 
regiments,  the  thirteenth,  twenty-fifth  and  thirty -first  Virginia  regi* 
ments,  had  not  followed  the  rest  of  the  brigade^  and  I  immediately 
sent  my  aid,  Lientenant  Early,  to  see  what  was  Ae  cause  of  it.  He 
foand  these  regiments  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  their  front,  Ilays^ 
brigade,  under  Colonel  Scrong  of  the  sixth  Louisiuna  regiment,  hav- 
ing fallen  back  in  confusion,  and  passed  through  these  regiments,  fol- 
lowed by  the  enemy,  just  as  my  orders  were  being  carried  out.  This 
affair  could  not  be  seen  by  me  from  the  flank  on  which  I  was,  and  the 
regiments  engaged  in  it  were  very  properly  detained  by  the  command- 
ing officers.  I  immediately  marched  back  the  rest  of  the  brigade  and 
found  that  the  enemy  had  been  successfully  repulsed  by  my  three 
regiments.  It  is  due  to  Hays'  brigade  to  state  that  the  confusion  into 
which  it  was  thrown,  was  caused  by  an  attempt  of  the  officer  in  com* 
mand,  Colonel  Strong,  to  change  its  position  when  the  enemy  were 
advancing,  and  that  his  want  of  sufficient  skill  in  the  command  of  a 
brigade,  caused  him  to  get  it  confused  so  that  it  could  present  no 
front,  and  it  had,  therefore  to  fall  back.  The  eighth  Loui:*iana  regi- 
Inent,  commanded  by  Maj.  Lewis;  fell  back  in  better  order  than  the  rest 
of  the  brigade  and  formed  in  line  immediately  in  rear  of  my  regiments. 
The  rest  of  the  brigade  was  soon  rallied  and  brought  back,  and  hav- 
ing been  placed  under  my  command  by  General  Law  ton,  it  was  placed 
in  line  on  the  left  of  my  brigade.  General  Jackson's  divi^iion,  under 
Gen.  Starke,  having  been  withdrawn  a  short  time  after  the  above  named 
affair,  and  moved  to  the  rear.  Hays'  brigade  apd  my  own  thus  cov- 
ered the  same  front  that  had  been  covered  by  Jackson's  dividion  and 
that  brigade,  with,  however,  a  contracted  line. 

About  the  time  Hay's  brigade  fell  back,  Captain  BroVn,  of  the 
twelfth  Georgia,  commanding  Trimble's  brigade,  was  killed  and  one 
or  two  regiments  of  it  were  thrown  into  some  confusion ;  but  the  brig- 
ade held  its  position.  Lawtoo's  brigade  was  not  engaged,  and  I  am 
ifnable  to  give  the  particulars  of  the  part  taken  by  Trimble's  brigade.^ 
After  the  enemy  had  retired,  Trimble's  brigade  having  been  withdrawn 
back  to  the  line  occupied  by  the  division,  the  whole  lay  on  their  arms 
daring  the  night  in  the  wet  woods  without  fires.  The  next  day  my 
brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  and  formed  in  line  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  front  of  iu  position  of  the  day  before-^Hays  being  ported  on 
the  left  flank,  at  right  angles  to  it.  The  rest  of  the  divllion  remained 
in  its  former  position,  and  Colonel  Walker,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia 
regiment,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Trimble's  brigade. 

On  the  morniog  of  the  Srd,  the  division,  with  the  rest  of  the  troops, 
was  moved  to  the  left,  crossing  the  Loudon  and  Hampshire  milroad  at 
a  atation  above  Vienna,  and  then  passing  through  Dranesville  iu  the 
direction  of  Leesburg,  and  en<^amped  on  a  crc^k  not  far  from  Dranes- 
ville. On  the  neit  day  it  passed  through  Leesburg  and  camped  near 
a  large  spring. 
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On  the  next  daj,  (the  5th,)  it  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  WUte^l 
ford  on  the  Potomac,  at  whichjflace  it  crossed  into  Maryland,  camping 
some  three  or  four  mile^  fromnhe  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and' 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  it  marched  to  the  railroad  bridge  over  tbo 
Monoccacy,  at  the  junction  of  the  railroad  to  Frederick  city  with  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  took  up  a  position  so  as  to  command 
the  approaches  on  and  adjacent  to  the  railroad,  from  the  direction  of 
Washington  city.  In  this  position  it  remained  nntil  the  morning  of 
the  lUth  of  September. 

March  from  Frederick  Citt  to  Harper's  Ferrt  and  Capture  op 

that  place. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  diyision,  with  the  rest  of  the  troops, 
moved  from  the  vicinity  of  Frederick  city  westward,  passing  througb 
Middlotown,  and  bivouacked  about  ten  miles  from  Frederick.  On  the 
Aext  day  we  moved  through  Boonesborough  and  took  the  direction  of 
Williamsport,  at  which  point  we  recrossed  the  Potomac  and  proceeded 
to  the  North  Mountain  depot  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  near 
which  we  bivouacked.  On  the  next  day  we  proceeded  to  Martinsbarg, 
tkiid  passed  through  the  town  in  the  direction  of  Harper's  Ferry,  snd 
bivouacked  on  the  banks  of  the  Opequan. 

On  the  followitig  morning,  (the  I3tb,)  we  marched  towards  UirperV 
Ferry,  and  proceeded  to  the  turnpike  road  one  mile  above  Ualltows, 
where  we  encamped. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  (Sunday,)  we  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance towards  Harper^s  Ferry  in  three  columns  one  along  the  road 
and  another  on  each  side  of  it. 

After  passing  Halltown,  the  division  advanced  to  the  woods  on 
School-House  hill,  in  line-in  the  following  order :  Lawton  and  Trim- 
ble's, brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  torn* 
pike,  Hays*  brigade  on  the  left  of  it,  and  my  own  brigade  in  rear  of 
Lawton's,  and  in  this  manner  the  whole  advanced  to  the  woods  withoot 
opposition,  thus  getting  possession  of  this  hill,  which,  fronted  Bolirar 
Heights,  and  was  in  easy  range  for  artillery.  My  brigade  was  then 
ynoved  across  tbe  road  by  flank  and  placed  immediately  in  rear  of 
Hays'  brigade,  which  General  Lawton  put  under  my  command  The 
several  brigades  lay  on  their  arms  in  this  wood  during  the  night,  it 
having  become  dark  by  the  time  they  reached  it.  During  the  night, 
Brown's  and  Dement's  batteries,  which  had  been  attached  t(f  my  brig- 
ade at  Frederick  in  lieu  of  Johnson's,  which  was  transferred  to  Trim* 
ble's,  were  carried  across  the  Shenandoah,  under  direction  of  Colonel 
Grutchfield,  to  some  heights  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  which  com- 
manded Harper's  Ferry  and  Bolivar  Heights,  and  placed  in  positioa. 

The  rest  of  the  batteries  belonging  to  the  division  were  placed  in 
position  on  the  crest  of  School- House  hill,  on  each  side  of  the*  road. 
At  dawn,  the  brigades  were  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  woods,  and 
the  batteries,  includingfBrown's  and  Dement's,  opened  fire  which  was 
kept  up  until  the  enemy  surrendered.  Our  artillery  fire  was  bat 
feebly  responded  to.     Lawton's  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Cole? 
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tel  X>oiigIft8»  was  aoved  by  fi»nk.  under  eoTer,  to  ik^  bottoar,  on  &• 
igfat  of  the  turnpike  between  School-House  bill  and  Bolivar  Heights. 
or  the  purposf  of  supporting  General  A.  P.  Hill's  contemplated  ad* 
ranoe  from  the  right;  bat  the  white  flag  was  displayed  in  a  short  time, 
LUkd  no  farther  movement  was  made  by  this  brigade  or  the  rest  of  the 
iivi&ion» 

Battle  op  Siiarpsburo. 

Xiate  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  (the  day  of  the  surrender^)  Oen- 

eral  Lawton  received  an  order  to  move  the  division  on  the  road  to 

Doteler's  ford  below  Sbepherdstown,  and  he  immediately  put  his  own 

and  Trimble's  brigade  in  motion  and  gave  me  an  order  to  follow  with 

llaya*  and  my  own. brigades  as  soon  as  they  could  be  supplied  with 

rations,  wb^ch  had  to  be  obtained  from  Harper's  Ferry.  This  detained 

sne  until  after  night  when  I  followed  General  Lawton,  and  found  him 

in  camp  about  four  miles  from  the  ford.     The  division  moved  at  dawn 

next  morning,  crossing  the  Potomac  at  Boteler's  ford  and  proceeding 

on  the  road  to  Sharpsburg,  and  was  halted  and  stacked  arms  in  a  wood 

on  the  left  of  the  roadiibout  a  mile  from.  Sharpsburg.     It  remained 

in  this  ppsition  for  several  hours,  and  late  in  the  afternoon,  Qeueral 

Xiawton  was  ordered  to  move  the  division  to  the  right  to  cover  a  bridge 

over  the  Antietam. '   This  movement  was  commenced,  but  was  soon 

countermanded  and  he  was  directed  to  follow  Jackson's  division  to  the 

left.     Following  this  division,  we  moved  through  fields  to  the  left  of 

Sharpsburg  until  we  reached  the  turnpike  from  Sharpsburg  towards 

Hagerstown  and  then  turned  to  the  left  on  that  road  until  we  reached 

a  wood  in  which  there  was  a  Dunkard  church. 

Jackson's  division  having  beep  placed  in  position.  General  Jackson  . 
in  person,  directed  me  to  place  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  his  division 
then  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Jones,  so  as  to  prevent  its 
being  flanked,  and  to  communicate  with  General  Jones.     It  was  then 
getting  dark,  some  of  our  troops  were  engaged  in  front,  and  the  shells 
from  the  enemy's  guns  were  flying  tolerably  thick,  and  it  was  some- 
time before  I  could  ascertain  where  General  Jones  was.     I  found  him, 
however,  finally,  not  far  from  where  I  was,  and  having  ascertained 
that  General  Starke's  brigade  was  on  his  left,  I  moved  to  the  left  of 
that  and  placed  my  brigade  in  line  along  a  road  on  which  General 
Starke's  left  rested.     In  a  short  time  Brigadier  General  Hays,  who 
had  joioed  his  brigade  the  day  before,  reported  to  me,  and  his  brigade 
was  formed  in  rear  of  mine,  it  being  too  dark  to  understand  enough 
of  the  position  to  make  very  good  dispositions.     Lawton's  and  Trim- 
ble's brigades  were  halted  in  the  woods  near  the  church,  and  between 
ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  at  night,' were  ordered  to  relieve  some  brigades 
of  General  Hood's  division  which  had  been  engaged  during  the  even- 
ing.   These  two  brigades  were  posted  in  the  posi^ons  occupied  by 
General  Hood's  brigade,  Trimble's  brigade,  under  Colonel   Walker, 
being  on  the  right,  next  to  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division  and  Lawton's 
brjg^e  on  the  left  of  it.     In  this  position  they  lay  on  their  arms 
daring  th^  night  with  occasional  skirmishing  in  front  between  the 
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Shortly  after  "dawn,  next  morning,  Hays'  brigaile  wa«  ordered,  by 
General  Lawton,  to  move  to  the  position  at  which  hid  own  and  Trim* 
ble'a  brigades  were  in  line,  and  was  posted  in  the  open^eld  in  rear  of 
Lawton^s  brigade.  At  the  same  time  Hays  was  ordered  to  make  his 
movement.  General  Jackson,  in.person,  ordered  me  t<y  move  my  brig- 
ade  to  the  left,  along  a  route  which  he  pointed  otft«  to  support  some 
pieces  of  artillery  which  M^jor  General  Stuart  had  in  position  to  the 
left  of  our  line.  I  immediitely  commenced  this  movement,  and  was 
thus  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  division,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
ipeak  of  its  subsequent  operations  from  my  own  observation,  but 
gather  the  following  facts  from  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders ; 

At  light,  skirmi:  hing  commenced  in  front  of  Lawton's  and  Trim* 
ble's  brigades,  in  a  piece  of  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  were  posted  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  Antietam  river,  so  as  to  enfilade  the  line  of  these  two 
brigades,  opened  a  destructive  fire.  About  sunrise,  the  enemy  ad* 
ranced  in  line,  driving  in  our  skirmishers,  and  advancing  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods.  About  this  time,  batteries  opened  in  front  from  the 
woods  with  shell  and  canister,  and  these  brigades  were  thus  exposed 
t>  a  terrible  carnage.  After  a  short  time,  General  Hays  advanced, 
with  his  brigade,  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Douglas,  under  a  terrific 
fire,  and  passed  to  the  front.  About  this  time,  General  Lawton,  who 
had  been  superintending  the  operation,  received  a  very  flevere  wound, 
and  was  borne  from. the  field.  Colonel  Walker,  by  moving  two  of  bis 
regiments,  the  twenty-first  Georgia  and  twenty -first  North  Carolina, 
and  concentrating  their  fire,  and  that  of  the  twelfth  Georgia,  opoft 
a  part  of  the  enemy's  line  in  front  of  the  latter,  succeeded  in  break*- 
ing  it,  and  as  a  brigade  of  fresh  troops  came  up  to  the  support  of 
Lawton's  and  Hays'  brigades  just  at  this  time,  Waiker  ordered  aa  ad« 
y^ncc,  but  the  brigade  which  came  up  having  fallen  back,  he  was 
compelled  to  halt,  and  finally  to  fall  back  to  his  first  position.  His 
brigade  (Trimble's)  had  suffered  terribly,  his  own  horse  was  killed 
under  him,  and  he  had  himself  been  struck  by  a  piece  of  shell.  GoU 
onel  Douglas,  whose  brigade  had  been  hotly  engaged  during  the  whole 
time,  was  killed,  and  about  half  the  men  had  been  kilkdand  wounded. 
Hays'  brigade,  which  had  advanced  to  Colonel  Douglas'  support,  had 
also  suffered  terribly,  having  more  than  half  killed  and  woufided, 
())oth  of  General  Hays'  staff  oificers  being  disabled,)  and,  General  Hood- 
having  come  up  to  their  relief,  these  three  brigades  which  were  re- 
duced to  mere  fragments,  their  ammunition  being  exhausted,  retired' 
to  the  rear. 

The  terrible  nature  of  the  conflict  in  which  these  brigades  had  been 
engaged,  and  the  steadiness  with  which  they  maintained'tbeir  posi^ 
tion,  is  shown  by  the  losses  they  sustained.  They  did  nut  -retiro 
from  the  field  un#il  General  Lawton  had  been  wounded  and  borne 
from  the  field ;  C  A^^el  Douglas,  commanding  Lawton's  brigade, 
had  been  killed,  and  the  brigade  had  sustained  a  loss  of  fiv^e 
hundred  and  fifiy-four  killed  and  wounded  out  of  eleven  han- 
dred  and  fifty,  losing  five  regimental  commanders,  out  of  six. 
Hayii'  brigade  bad  sustained  a  loss  ot  three  hundred  and  t^enty-thret. 
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OQt  of  five  httttdred  and  fifty,  indnding  erery  regimental  eommandef 
and  all  of  his  fltaif ;  and  Colonel  Walker  and  one  of  his  staff  had  beea 
disabled,  and  the  brigade  he-was  commanding  had  sustained  a  loss  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  out  of  less  than  seven  hundred  pres- 
ent, including  three  out  of  four  regimental  commanders.  lam  sorrjr 
that  I  am  not  able  to  do  justice  to  the  individual  cases,  of  gallantry 
displayed  in  this  terrible  conflict,  and  must  content  myself  with  call- 
ing attention^  to  the  reports  of  General  Hays  and  Colonel  Walker, 
brigade  couunandera,  and  of  Major  Lowe  who  sncceodel  to  the  com* 
mand  of  Lawton's  brigade  after  the  death  of  Colonel  bonglas,  and 
the  disabling  of  all  the  other  ranking  officers.  In  the  death  of  Col-^ 
onel  Douglas,  the  country  sustained  a  serious  loss.  He  was  talented, 
courageous,  and  devoted  to  his  duty. 

After  receiving  the  order  from  General  Jackson  to  go  to  the  Rup« 
port  of  Qeneral  Stuart,  as  before  stated,  I  proceeded  to  do  so,  moving 
my  brigade  through  a  piece  of  wood  a  little  back  from  the  left  of  ouf 
line,  and  then  through  some  fields ;  but,  as  I  was  passinir  through 
these  fields  I  discovered  some  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  moving 
around  our  left,  and  I  sent  some  from  my  own  brigade  to  hold  them  in 
check  until  I  had  passed.  I  found  General  Stuart  about  a  mile  from 
the  position  I  had  moved  from,  with  several  pieces  of  artillery  in  po- 
sition on  a  hill,  and  engaged  with  some  of  the  enemy's  guns.  At  his 
suggestion,  I  formed  my  line  in  rear  of  this  hill  and  remained  hers 
for  about  an  hour,  when  General  Stuart  having  discovered  a  body  of 
the  enemy's  troops  making  their  way  gradually  between  us  and  the 
loft  of  our  main  line,  determined  to  shift  his  position  to  an  eminence 
nearer  our  line  and  a  little  to  the  rear.  He  gave  the  instructions  ac** 
cordingly,  and  I  moved  back,  taking  a  route  in  rear  of  the  one  by 
^'hich  I  had  moved  out,  and,  by  General  Stuart's  direction,  my  brig* 
ade  wad  moved  into  the  skirt  of  woods  thcough  which  I  had  marched 
in  going  out.  Just  as  I  was  getting  into  line  Gen.  Stuart  informed 
me  that  Oen.  Lawton  had  been  wounded,  andthat  G^n.  Jackson  had 
Bent  for  me  to  carry  my  brigade  back  and  take  command  of  the  division. 

Leaving  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  numbering  less  than 
one  hundred  men,  with  General  Stuart,  at  his  request,  I  then  moved 
to  the  rear  of  this  wood  around  a  corn-field,  as^the  enemy  had  got 
into  the  woods  to  my  right,  and  as  I  came  near  the  position  at  which 
my  brigade  had  been  posted  the  night  before,  I  found  Colonel  Grigsby 
and  Colonel  Stafford,  of  Jackson's  division,  rallying  some  two  or  three 
hundred  men  of  that  division  at  the  point  at  which  Starke's  brig  ids 
bad  been  in  position  the  night  befoi^  A  body  of  the  enemy,  per- 
haps only  skirmishers,  had  got  into  th^  woods  to  the  left,  and  was  firing 
upon  our  men,  being  held  in  check  by  a  scattering  fire.  This  was  the 
sam^body  of  woods  *at  which  the  Dunkard  Church,  before  mentioned^ 
is  located.  This  wood  runs  along  the  Hagerstown  Toad  for  several 
hundred  yards  entirely,  on  the  left  hand  side  ^s  you  proceed  from 
Sharpsburg ;  then  there  is  a  field,  the  edge  of  which  runs  at  right  an* 
^les  to  the  road  for  about  two  hundred  yards,  making  thus  an  elbow 
m  Ae  woods  and  then  turns  to  the  right  and  runs  along  the  woodi 
t^rallel  to  the  Hagerstown  road  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  a&d  tiio  woods 
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«g»ia  tarns  sqiiffre  to  the  left  and  extends  back  abeut  half  a  milei 

making  at  this  point  again  an  «lbuw  with  the  strip  of  woods  running 
along  the  road  from  the  church.  The  ch.urch  itself  is  at  the  end  next 
to  Sharpsburg  and  near  the  road,  The  wood  is  about  four  hundred 
yards  through  where  it  runs  along  the  road,  and  back  of  it  is  a  plan^ 
tation  road  running  by  a  house  and  a  bam  and  through  the  long  elbow 
in  the  woods  on  the  left.  The  field  between  the  woods  and  the  Ha- 
gerstown  road  forms  a  plateau  nearly  level  and  in  higher  ground  than 
the  woods  which  slopes  down  abruptly  from  the  edge  cf  the  plateau. 
This  wood  is  full  of  ledges  of  limestone  and  small  ridges  affording 
excellent  cover  for  troops.  A  portion  of  the  enemy,  as  before  stated, 
had  got  into  the  further  end  of  this  wood,  where  the  field  is  between 
it  and  the  road,  and  as  I  came  up.  Colonels  Grigsby  and  Stafford  com- 
menced  to  advance  upon  this  body,  and  I  immediately  formed  my  brig- 
ade in  line  and  advanced  along  in  their  rear,  the  enemy  giving  way 
as  the  advance  was  made.  I  halted  my  brigade  on  a  ridge  in  this 
wood  and  Colonels  Grigsby  and  Stafford,  at  my  suggestion,  formed 
their  men  on  my  left.  My  line  wht-n  thus  formed  was  perpendicular 
to  the  Ilagerstown  road,  and  the  right  rested  near  the  edge  of  the 
plateau  above-mentioned,  but  was  concealed  and  protected  by  the  rise 
m  the  ground.  A  considerable  body  of  the  enemy's  troops  was  seen 
in  the  fields  in  my  front,  as  thus  presented,  which  was  evidently  en- 
deavoring to  make  a  moi'ement  on  our  fl^ink  and  rear.  I  directed 
Colonel  Smith,  of  tho  forty-ninth  Virginia  n  giment,  to  take  command 
of  the  brigade  and  to  resist  the  enemy  at  all  hazards,  and  then  rode 
in  the  direction  of  the  position  at  which  the  rest  of  the  brigade  had 
been  engaged  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  them  aud  ascer- 
taining their  condition.  I  ascertained  that  these  brigades  bad  fallen 
back  somo  distance  to  the  rear  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing,  and 
that  they  were  probably  not  in  a  condition  to  go  into  the  fight  again. 
I  despatched  Major  J.  P.  \Vilson,  a  volunteer  aid,  who  had  been  with 
General  Lawton,  to  find  out  where  the  brigades  were  and  to  order 
them  up.  While  looking  for  these  bri^^ades,  1  observed  that  our 
troops  who  were  engaged  on  this  part  of  the  line  were  givin^way  be- 
fore the  enemy,  and  as  soon  as  I  had  despatched  Major  iVilson,  I 
rede  to  find  General  Jackson  and  having  done  so,  informed  him  of 
the  condition  of  the  division  and  also  that  \>ur  troops  were  giving 
way  and  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  the  flank  on  which  I  had 
formed  my  brigade.  He  said  that  he  would  send  for  reinforcements 
and  directed  me  to  keep  tho  enemy  in  check  until  they  arrived.  I 
then  returned  to  my  brigade  and  resumed  command  of  it  I  soon 
found  that  the  enemy  was  movffg  up  in  considerable  force  towards 
the  woods  in  which  I  was,  and  Psent  Mnjor  Hale,  my  A.  A.  A.  Gene- 
ral, to  let  General  Jackson  know  that  the  danger  was  imminent  s  nd 
be  soon  returned  with  the  assurance  that  the  reinforcements  should 
be  sent  immediately.  Just  as  Major  Hale  returned,  a  battery  opened 
at  the  corner  of  the  floods  on  the  Hageretown  road,  where  tho  field 
spoken  of  joins  the  woods.  This  was  not  more  than  two  hundred 
yards  from  my  right  flank  and  was  somewhat  in  rear  of  it.  When 
this  battery  opened  I  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  one  of  ours,  but 
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M^jor  Hale'g  attention  was  called  to  it  hj  a  soldier  who  happened  to 
bo  Btanding  upoa  the  edge  of  the  plateau  and  discovered  that   it  was 
one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.     I  was   immediately  informed'  of  the 
fact  by  Major  Hale,  but  I  doubted  it  until  I  rode  to  the  edge  of  the  . 
wood-*,  and  saw,  beyond  all  dispute,  that  it    was  the  enemy's  battery 
and   was  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  road  towards  Sharpsburg,  and 
that  it  was  supported  by  a  very  heavy  column  of  infantry,  whitfh  was 
also  within  two  hundred  yards  of  my  right  flank.     This  made. me  aware 
of  thd  fact  that  our  troops,  which  I  had  seen  giving  way,  had  fallen 
back,  leaving  the  enemy  entire  possession  of  the  field  in  front.     It 
muHt  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  direction  of  my  line  was  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  Ilagerstown  road,  so  that  had  the  enemy  seen  it  his  battery 
could  have  raked  my  flank   and  rear.     Fortunately,   my  troops  were 
concealed  from  his  view.     My  condition,  however,   was  exceedingly 
critical,  as  another  column  was  advancing  in  my  front  and  had  reached' 
the  woods  in  which  I  was.     I  saw  the  van  importance  of  maintaining 
my  ground,  for  had  tho  enemy  got   possession  of  this  woods,   the 
heights   immediately   in    rear,   which  commanded   the  rear  of    our 
whole    line,    would    have    fallen    into     his    hinds.      1   determined 
to  waH  for  the  reinforcementf*  promiHod  by  General  Jackson,  hoping 
that  they  would  arrive  in  time  to  meet  the  column  on  my  right      I, 
however,  threw  my  right  flank  back  quietly  under  cover  of  the  woods 
BO  a8  not  to  have  my  rear  exposed  in  the  event  of  being  discovered. 
I  kept  an  anxious  eye  on  the  column  on  my  right,  as  well  »s  on  the 
one  moving  up  in  my  front,  and  very  soon  I  saw   the  column  on  my 
right  move  into  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  church.     I  looked 
to  the  rear  for  the  reinforcements  and  could  not  see  them  comiuir.     I 
was  thus  cut  off  from  the  main  body  of  our  army  on  tho  right  and  a 
column  was  moving  against  me  from  the  left      There  was  no  tune  to 
be  lest  and  I  immediately  ordered  my  brigade  to  move  by  th»^  ri^^ht 
flank  parallel  to  the  enemy  nnd  directed   Colonel  Grigsby,  who  com- 
manded the  body  of  troops  he  and  Colonel  Stafford  had  rallied,  to 
move  his  command  back  in  line  so  as  to  present  front  to  the  ene  ny, 
who  were  coming  up  on  the  flank      I  moved  back  along  the  rear  of 
the  woods,  until  1  caught  np  with  the  enemy  who  had  the  start  of  me. 
I  was,  however,  conceale4  from  ^his  view  and  it  wa-*  evident  that  my 
presence  where  I  was  was  not  suspected.  Passing  from  behmd  a  ridge 
that  concealed  my  brigade  from  the  enemy,  we  came  in  full  view  of 
his  flankers,  which,  however,  were  made  aware  of  my  prentMice  hy  a 
fire  which  I  directed  the  leading   regiment  to   pour  into  them.     They 
immediately  ran  into  the  main  body,  which  halted,  an<l  I  ctiTiiitineii  to 
move  by  the  flank  until  my  whole  force  was  disclosed.     Ju'^r   >i  -his 
lime  I  observed  the  promised  reiuf  )rcement3  couiug  up  tovv  m  is  the 
woods  at  the  further  end.     I  ordered  the  brigade  to  f>ice  to  th  -  tVont 
and  open  fire,  which  was  done  in  handsome  style  and  responded  to  by 
the  enemyi     I  did  not  intend  to  advance  to  the«froTit,  as  I  observed 
scmi'*  of  tne  troops  which  had  come  up  to  reinf  irce.  me  preparing  to 
advance  into  the  woods  from  the  direction  of  my  right  flink  aucl  was 
afraid  of  exposing  my  brigade  to  their  fire,  and  that  the  two  move- 
meuts  woala  throw  us  ii^to  confusion  as  they  would  have  been  at  rig**'- 
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angles ;  moreover,  the  other  oolamn  WAd  advancing  on  my  flank^  held 

in  check,  however,  by  Colonels  Origsby  and  Stafford,  Vith  their  men, 
and  by  the  thirty-first  Virginia  regiment,  which  was  ott  my  left.  The 
enemy  in  front,  however,  commenced  giving  way,  and  the  brigade, 
wlii<}h  I  have  always  fonnd  diflScuIt  to  restrain,  commenced  pursuing, 
driving  the  enemy  in  front  entirely  out  of  the  woods.  Kotwithstand- 
ing  my  efforts  to  stop  the  men,  they  advanced  until  my  left  flank  and 
rear  became  exposed  to  a  fire  from  the  column  on  the  left,  which  had 
advanced  past  my  former  position.  I  also  discovered  another  body  of 
the  enemy  moving  across  the  plateau  on  my  lefi  flank  in  double-quick 
time  to  the  same  position,  and  I  succeeded  in  arresting  my  comntand 
and  ordtTed  it  to  retire  so  that  I  might  change  front  and  advance 
upon  this  force  Just  as  I  reformed  my  line,  Semmes^  AnderaonX 
and  a  part  of  Barksdale's  brigades,  of  McLaws'  division,  came  up  and 
the  whole,  including  Origsby's  command,  advanced  upon  this  body  of 
the  enemy,  driving  it  with  great  slaughter  entirely  from  and  bevond 
the  woods  and  leaving  us  in  possession  of  my  former  position.  As 
soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  I  caused  the  regiments  of  the  brigade 
to  be  reformed  and  placed  in  position  as  before.  I  take  great  plea« 
sure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Semmes',  Ander- 
son's,  and  Barksdale's  commands,  whose  timely  arrival  was  of  so 
much  service  to  me. 

I  can  also  bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  deportment  of  Colonela 
Grigsby  and  Stafford,  and  the  men  under  their  command.  Major 
General  Stuart,  with  the  pieces  of  artillery  under  his  charge,  con- 
tributed  largely  to  the  repulse- of  the  enemy,  and  pursued  them  for 
some  distance  with  his  artillery  and  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Winston.  The  conduct  of  my  own 
brigade  was  all  that  I  could  have  desired,  and  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
invidious  to  mention  individual  acts  of  courage  where  all  behaved-so 
well.  My  acting  assistant  adjutant  general.  Major  Hale,  and  my  aid. 
Lieutenant  Early,  were  very  active  in  bearing  my-  orders  under  fire 
and  were  of  great  service  to  me.  The  loss  in  my  brigade,  in  this 
affair  and  under  the  shelling  to  which  it  was  exposed  w^hile  supporting 
General  Stuart  early  in  the  morning,  was  eighteen  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  wounded.  Colonel  ^Tilliam  Smith,  of  the 
forty-ninth  Virginia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gibson,  of  the  same 
regiment,  were  both  seriously  wounded,  the  former  receiving  three 
wounds,  but  remaining  on  the  field  in  command  of  his  regiment  until 
after  the  close  of  the  fight. 

Shortly  after  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  Colonel  Hodges,  in  com- 
mand of  Armistead's  brigade,  reported  to  me,  and  I  placed  it  in  line 
in  the  position  occupied  by  my  brigade,  and  placed  the  latter  in  line 
on  the  edge  of  the  plateau  which  has  been  mentioned  and  parallel  to 
the  ^ager8town  road,  but  under  cover.  Immediately  after  his  re- 
pulse the  enemy  commenced  shelling  the  woods  where  w^e  wore,  and 
kept  it  up  for  some  time,  doing  however,  no  damage.  Major  General 
M<?Laws  brought  up  two  brigades  some  time  afterwards,  placing  one 
(Kershaw's)  on  the  left  of  Armistead's,  on  the  same  line^  ana  the 
other  (Barksdale's)  on  my  right.    In  this  position  we  remained 
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dtiriog  ik^  rest  of  the  day,  the  ensuing  night,  and  all  day  Thursday, 
the  1 8th.     The  enemy  made  do  farther  attack,  but  there  were  eeveral 
demonstrations,  as  if  another  advance  was  intended,  and  there  were 
at  least  three  lines  of  bkttle  formed   on  the   opposite  side  of  the 
Hagerstown  road,  near  the  woods,  with  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers 
extending  nearly  up  to  the  road.     I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  all 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  my  own  brigade  were  inside  of  my  lines, 
as  I  estabtished  them  after  the  fight,  an4  that  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  enemy  on  this  part  of  the  field  were  also  within  the  same  lines* 
All  my  killed  were  buried,  and  all  my  wounded  were  carried  to  the 
hospital  in  the  rear,  though,  by  some  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
the  surgeons  or  quartermasters,  of  which  I  was  not  aware  until  too 
late,  some  ten  or  fifteen  of  my  wounded  were  left  in  a  hospital  on  the 
Maryland  side  of  the  river  when  we  recrossed.     Late  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  17th,  I  went  to  the  rear  to  look  after  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division,  and  found  Major  Lowe,  with  about  one  hundred  men  of  Law- 
ton's  brigade,  which  he  had  collected  together,  and  which  I  had  moved 
up  to  where  my  brigstde  was  and  posted  on   the  right  of  it/    Early 
next' morning  General  Hays,  with  about  ninety  men  of  his  brigade^ 
reported  to  me  and  was  placed  on  my  left,^  in  the  same  line ;  and, . 
daring  the  morning,  ^Captain    Feagins,   with  about  two    hundred  i 
men  of  Trimble's  brigade,  reported  to  me,  and  was  posted  in  my  rear. 
Only  Johnson's  and  D'Aquin's   batteries  accompanied  the  division  . 
across  the  Potomac,  the  former  being  attached  to  Trimble's  brigade 
and  the  latter  to  Hays'  brigade.     They  were  both  engaged  on  the- 
1 7th  and  suffered  to  some  extent;  but  I  am  unable  to  give  an  account 
of  their  operations,  as  Johnson's  battery  was  soon  after  detached  from  . 
the  division  and  has  since  been  amalgamated  with  another  battery  in  i 
some  other  command,  and  Captain  D'Aquin  was  killed  at  Fredericks*  • 
burg. 

The  other  batteries,  which  had  been  detained  at  Harper's  Ferry^ . 
Tere  brought  over  the  river  on  the  18th  by  my  orders. 

Recrossing  the  PeTOiTAC,  Affairs  at  Boteler's   Ford  and  Shep-^^ 

HERDSTOWN,    AND   MaRCH    TO    BuNKBR    HiLL. 

Having  received  the  order  from  General  Jackson  after  night  on  the  * 
18th,  to  move  back  as  Soon  as  my  pickets  were  relieved  by  General 
Fitsthugh  Lee's  cavalry,  which  was  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  I 
moved  the  division  back,  carrying  along  Armistead's  brigade,  and  I 
believe  this  was  the  last  division  to  move.     iLrecrossed  the  Potomac 
at  Boteler's  ford  shortly  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  I9th, 
and  nfte  formed  in- line  of  battle  on  the  heights  on  the  Virginia  side,^ 
under  the  direction  of  General  Longstreet.     After  remaining  in  posi* 
tion  for  two  or  three  hours,  the  enemy  having  in  the  meantime  opened 
an  artillery  fire  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  Potomac,  I  was  ordered  \ 
to  move  towards  Martinsburg  and  to  leave  Lawton's  brigade  then  in* . 
creased  to  about  four  hundred  men  and  under  command  of  Colonel  \ 
Lamar,  of  the  sixty-first  Georgia  regiment,  in  position  on  the  height 
just  kjow  Boteler's  ford*    I  aeeordxngly  moved  in  tiie  direction  indi*  • 
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Oftted.  until  I  was  ordered  to  encamp  for  ihe  niglit,  near  a  sehool 
hoase,  five  or  six  miles  from  Shepherdstown.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
19th  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  a  small  force  at  Boteler's  ford, 
and  Lawton's  brigade  gave  way,  abandoning  its  position.  This  bri- 
gade was  very  much  reduced,  having  suffered  terribly  ^n  the  ITtb^ 
and  a  considerable  number  of  the  men,  being  just  returned  from  th* 
hospitals,  were  without  arms,  and,  without  knowing  the  particulars  of 
the  a&ir,  I  am  satisfied  its  conduct  on  this  occasion  was  oiling  to  the 
mismanagement  of  the  officer  in  command  of  it. 

Next  morning  I  was  ordered  to  move  back  to  the  ricinity  of  Bote- 
ler's  ford,  with  the  three  brigades  which  were  with  me.  On  arriving 
there,  by  orders  from  General  Jackson,  these  brigades  were  placed  in 
line  of  battle  in  rear  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  in  the  woods, 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  ford ;  my  own  and 
Hays'  brigades  being  placed  on  the  right  and  Trimble's  brigade  on 
the  left.  In  this  position  they  remained  until  late  in  the  aftermoon, 
while  General  Hill's  division  was  engaged  in  front,  being  in  range  of 
the  enemy's  shells,  by  one  of  which  Captain  Fea^in,  in  command  of 
the  hfteenth  Alabama  regiment,  was  seriously  wounded,  he  being  the 
only  regimental  commander  of  that  brigade  who  had  not  been  killed 
or  wounded  at  Sharpsburg. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  ordered  to  move  back,  and  on  the  way 
received  orders  to  continue  to  move  on,  following  Jackson's  division, 
which  preceded  me,  and  did  so  until  I  was  halted,  about  twelve  o'clock 
at  night,  near  the  Opequon.  We  remained  at  this  position  until  the 
S4th,  and  then  moved  across  the  Opequon  and  camped  on  the  WiU 
liamsport  turnpike,  six  or  seven  miles  from  Martinsburg.  On  the 
next  day  my  camp  waa  moved  to  a  place  near  the  Tuscarora,  about 
three  miles  from  Martinsburg,  and  on  the  27th  we  moved  to  Bunker 
Hil' 

This  embraces  the  whole  of  the  operations  of  this  division  during 
the  period  designated  in  the  order  of  the  Lieutenant  General  com- 
manding this  corps,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  give  them,  and  I  am  sorry 
that  I  am  not  able  to  do  more  justice  to  Lawton's,  Trimble's  and  Hays' 
brigades  in  this  report,  but  my  difficulties  in  making  it  have  already 
been  explained,  and  it  is  owing  to  them,  and  not  to  any  design  on  mj 
part,  that  the  report  as  to  these  brigades  is  not  so  complete  as  it  is  in 
regard  to  my  own. 

I  Hubaiit  herewith  lists  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  from  which 
it  wiU  appear  that, in  the  period  embraced,  this  division  has  lost  in 
killed,  £ve  hundred  an^  sixty -five ;  in  wounded,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty. four,  and  missing,  seventy  ;  making  an  aggregate 
of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen,  showing  the  severity  of 
the  conflicts  in  which  it  has  been  engaged.  Its  loss  at  Sharpsburg 
alone  whs  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  killed,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  wounded,  and  thirty-eight  missing,  being  an 
aggregate  loss  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  out  of 
less  than  three  thousand  five  hundred,  with  which  it  went  into  that 
action. 

1  hope  I  may  be  excused  for  referring  to  the  reoord^hown^  say 
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own  brigade,  wbioh  has  never  been  broken  or  compelled  to  &II  back, 
or  left  one  of  its  dead  to  be  buried  by  the  enemy,  but  has  invariably 
driven  the  enemy  when  opposed  to  him,  and  slept  upon  the  ground  on 
which  it  has  fought  in  every  action,  with  the  solitary  exception  of 
tbe  affair  at  Bristoe  Station,  when  it  retired  under  orders,  covering 
the  withdrawal  of  the  other  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Brigadier  General^  commanding  Dimion. 
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REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
COMMANDING  DlVISIOljr. 

Richmond,  September  IS,  1862. 

To  Major  E.  F,  Paxtok, 

A.  A.  A.  Gmtral: 

Major  :  For  the  information  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  first  division  (Jackson's) 
from  the  time  the  army  moved  from  Crenshaw's  farm,  near  Orange 
Conrt-Hoase,  to  the  29th  nltimo,  when,  by  the  advice  of  the  surgeon, 
I  left  the  army  for  thia  place. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  I  left  Crenshaw's  farm  following  the 
division  of  Major  General  Ewell,  which  marched  in  rear  of  that  of 
Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and,  after  crossing  the  Rapidan  river  at 
Somerville  ford,  bivouacked  at  Stevensburg,  in  Gulpeper  county,  for 
the  night. 

Next  morning  I  was  ordered  to  move  the  division  to  the  front,  and, 
nfter  passing  the  divisions  of  General  Jackson's  corps,  near  Brandy 
Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  I  was  pushed  forwaid 
towards  Cunningham's  ford,  on  the  Rappahannock. 

Action  at  CunninghIm's  Ford,  August  21st. 

•  On  approaching  this  ford,  I  discovered  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
bank,  (in  what  force  I  could  not  tell,)  their  infantry  holding  the  edge 
of  a  corn-field  and  a  sidrt  of  woods  which  approached  the  river  bank, 
and  the  brows  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  ford,  I  could  not  discover 
their  batteries ;  but  supposed  they  would  soon  be  exhibited.  I  halted 
the  troops  under  cover  of  the  woods,  and  ordered  to  the  front,  under 
'  churge  of  Major  L.  Shumaker,  my  chief  of  artillery,  the  long-range 
.  guns  of  Brockenbrough's,  Wooding's,  Poagae's  and  Carpenter's  bat- 
teries. 

These  pieces  having  been  placed  in  position  soon  developed  the 
position  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and,  after  a  short  resistance,  silenced 
their  guns,  blowing  up  one  of  their  caissons  and  dispersing,  in  oonfa- 
sion,  their  infintry. 

By  direction  of  the  Major  General,  the  infantry  was  kept  back, 
'  while  a  cavalry,  force  was  pushed  over  the  ford  to  reconnoitre. 

This  force,  under  Major  General  Stuart,  (reinforced  by  a  section  of 

Brockenbrough's  and  Wooding's  batteries,)  remained  over  the  river 

some  two  hours,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and  many  arms, 

'Which  had  been  aband^ed  in  their  haste  to  escape  the  severity  of  oar 

shelling. 

Sometime  after,  the  enemy  was  discovered  moving  large  masses  np 

4he  river  from  below  us.     Here,  the  cavalry  having  retired,  his  bat- 

<  teries  were  again  placed  in  position  near  the  ford,  and  a  largo  party 
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of  skirmishers  thrown  out  to  the  river  hank  ahove  and  below  the  ford. 
I  at  once  detailed  a  sufficient  force  of  sharpshooters  from  the  third 
brigade  t«  hold  the  river  bank,  between  whom  and  the  enemy  an  ani- 
'mated  skirmish  was  kept  np  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Towards  night  the  enemy  reinforced  his  skirmishers  with  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  when  I  directed  Major  Shamaker  to  open  upon  them  with 
his  pieces,  which,  although  it  drew  .upon  oar  artillerists  a  heavy  fire, 
which  was  continued  as  long  as  it  was  light  enough  to  distinguish  ob- 
jects, had  the  effect  of  driving  them  back  in  confusion.  Our  batteries 
then  replied  to  those  of  the  enemy  with  deliberation  and  vi^^or  until 
dark.  On  the  following  morning,  I  was  directed  to  hold  the  ford  un- 
til the  other  division  of  General  Jackson's  corps  had  passed  to  my  left 
in  the  direction  of  Farley  ford,  on  the  Hazel  river,  and  then  to  follow 
with  my  division. 

I  had  again,  on  the  morning  of  the  SSnd,  a  warm  artillery  fight 
with  the  enemy,  resulting,  as  on  the  day  previous,  according  to  his 
published  reports,  in  very  considerable  slaughter  to  the  enemy.  Our 
loss  was  twenty  privates  killed  and  wounded  and  no  officers. 

*After  the  other  divisions  had  made  way  for  me,  I  moved  to  Farley 
ford.  On  reaching  which  point,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  re- 
main until  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  General  Hood  in 
repressing  any  demonstration  of  the  enemy  at  Freeman's  ford,  on  the 
Rappahannock. 

Generals  Hood  and  Trimble  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  had 
crossed  the  Rappahannock,  at  the  time  that  I  approached  the  Hazel;  but 
had  driven  them  back  across  the  river  before  I  came  up  with  them« 
We  were  only  subjected  to  a  few  shells*  of  the  enemy,  which  did  as  no 
harm. 

On  the  23rd,  we  marched  to  Scott's  farm,  near  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  and  on  the  24th,  within  one  mile  of  Jeffersonton ;  each  day 
being  subjected  to  some  little  shelling. 

On  the  25th,  we  marched  this  division  in  rear,  from  Jeffersonton 
across  the  Rappahannock  at  the  ford  next  above  Waterloo,  and  bivou- 
acked near  Salem.  On  the  26th,  marched  within  a  mile  of  Bristoe 
Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  passing  through 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  each  of  these  days  without  meeting  the  enemy, 
who  was  ignorant  of  our  movements. 

Skirmish  neaA  Manabsas  Junction. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I  was  ordered  to  send,  before  day* 
break,  a  brigade  across  Muddy  Run  by  the  county  road  to  Manassas 
Junction.  I  accordingly  sent  forward  on  this  service,  the  first  brigade. 
Colonel  Baylor,  and  followed  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  as  soon  as 
General  Hill's  division  permitted  me  to  move. 

Oolonel  Baylor  encountered  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  about 
a  mile  from  the  Junction,  but  soon  dispersed  them,  Poague'a  battery 
of  this  brigade,  doing  good  practice.  Baylor  then  pushed  beyond  the 
Junction  and  aided  in  the  rout  of  the  enemy  towards  Oeatrevill6,  and 
4fteiriraf ds  retnmed  to  Manassai  Junction.  ^  ^^^^  ^  GooqIc 


By  tlie  direction  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  I  aasomoJ 
command  at  the  Janctiony  threw  out  the  necessary  pickets,  made 
preparations  for  transporting  such  of  the  stores  which  had. been  cap- 
tared  by  General  Trimble  on  the  proceeding  evening,  as  the  captured 
wagons  and  oar  limited  transportation  wonld  admit  of,  distributing 
to  our  troops  as  much  of  the  subsistence  stores'  as  they,  could  eat  and 
transport  in  their  haversacks,  and  made  preparations  for  the  firing  of 
the  immense  accumulation  of  commissary,  quartermaster  and  ordnance 
stores,  which  were  contained  in  the  buildings  and  cars,  of  whidi  latter 
there  were  over  one  hundred,  all  new  and  in  the  best  order. 

At  night.  Major  General  Ewell,  who  had  been  fighting  during  the 
evening  at  Bristoe  Station,  having  crossed  Muddy  run;  by  direction 
of  Major  General  Jackson,  I  moved  my  division,  wi:h  the  entire  train, 
across  the  Warrenton  and  Alexandria  turnpike,  pursuing  the  Old 
Military  road  to  Sudley  mills,  and  at  daylight  halted  on  the  battle 
field  of  the  SIst  of  July^  1861. 

The  second  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bradley  John- 
son, was  thrown  forward  to  Groveton  ;  the  third  brigade.  Colonel  Tal- 
iaferro,  to  Sudley  Mills,  and  the  first  and  fourth  held  about  half  a  mile 
beyond  the  intersection  of  the  turnpike  with  the  Aldie  road. 

Battle  or  Manassas,  Au«08T  £8tii. 

-  On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  made  demonstrations  upon 
the  road  leading  from  Warrenton,  which  were  checked  by  the  second 
brigade,  and  it  was  ascertained  he  was  advancing  bis  columns  by  the 
railroad  on  one  side,  and  the  .Warrenton  turnpike  on  the  other ;  that 
his  intention  was  to  rest  the  right  of  his  left  advance  on  the  turnpike, 
and  the  right  on  the  road  to  Sudley,  and  to  attempt  to  cross  Bull  Kun 
at  the  stone  bridge  and  Sudley  ford. 

I  received  orders  about  twelve  o'clock  M.,  from  the  Major  General 
commanding,  to  move  forward  through  the  woods  to  attack  his  left, 
which  was  advancing  from  the  direction  of  Gainesville  towards  Sudley. 
I  accordingly  pushed  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  brigades  in  that  direc- 
tion, being  followed  by  Major  General  Ewell. 

After  marching  some  two  and  a  half  miles  in  the  direction  of 
Gainesville,  and  coming  to  the  open  field,  to  the  right  of  Groveton,  I 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  intention  of  attempting 
to  cross  at  Sudley,  and  was  moving  off  to  the  right  of  the  Warrenton 
turnpike ;  that  the  troops  he  had  thrown  forward  had  been  recalled, 
and  that  the  whole  force  ^bich  had  crossed  the  turnpike  were  falling 
back  and  recrossing.  At  the  same  time,  I  received  orders  to  halt  my 
command.  The  enemy,  in  great  force,  could  now  be  discovered  leav- 
ing  the  turnpike  to  their  left,  and,  apparently  making  for  the  rail- 
road about  Manassas  Junction.  Our  troops  were  immediately  thrown 
forward  in  the  direction  of  the  turnpike,  and  lines  of  battle  formed 
parallel  to  the  road.  In  a  short  time  their  skirmishers  advanced,  and 
were  almost  immediately  supported  by  an  immense  force  which  crossed 
the  turnpike  and  advanced  upon  our  lines. 

Tne  first  brigade  was  at  this  time  on  ^e  right,  the  fbi^rth  nezt^  the 
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.sacond  some  disUnee  on  the  left,  baviDg  been  witbrawn  from  Grore* 
too.  As  soon  as  the  third  brigade  could  g^t  up,  which  was  after  the  ac- 
tion commenced,  it  was  moved  first  to  the  support  of  the  batteries  ob 
the  right,  and  then  to  the  right  of  the  first  brigade. 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Wooding,  Poague  and  Carpenter  wods 
placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  first  brigade,  and  just  above  thA 
village  of  Groveton,  and  firing  over  the  heads  of  the  skirmishers, 
poured  a  most  destructive  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy.  This 
was  responded  to  by  a  most  severe  fire,  and  a  new  position  selected 
to  the  I  ight  of  the  first  brigade,  which  enfiladed  the  enemy^s  guns, 
and  ultimately  drpve  them  from  the  field.  The  troops  moved  forward 
with  splendid  gallantry,  and  in  most  perfect  order. 

Twice  our  lines  were  advanced,  until  we  had  reached  a  farm-hooae 
and  orchard  on  the  right  of  our  line,  and  were  within  about  eighty 
yards  of  a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Here,  one  of  the 
most  terrific  conflicts  that  can  be  conceived  occurred  Our  troops  held 
the  farm-house  and  one  edge  of  the  orchard,  while  the  enemy  held  the 
orchard  and  enclosure  next  to  the  turnp\)ce.  To  our  left  there  was  no 
cover,  and  our  men  stood  in  an  open  field,  without  shelter  of  any  kind. 
The  en emy,.al though  reinforced,  never  once  attempted  to  advance  upon 
our  position,  but  withstood,  with  great  determination,  the  tenible  fire 
which  our  lines  poured  upon  them.  For  two  hours  and  a  half  with- 
out an  instant^s  cessation  of  the  most  deadly  discharges  of  musketry, 
round  shot  and  shell,  both  lines  stood  unmoved,  neither  advancing,  and 
neither  broken  or  yielding,  until  at  last  about  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
the  enemy  slowly  and  sullenly  fell  back  and  yielded  the  field  to  our 
vietorious  troops. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  was  very  heavy;  but  the  proportion  of  killed 
and  wounded  of  our  men  was,  as  far  as  I  could  judge  upon  the  field, 
small,  and  the  wounds  generally  slight.  The  commanding  General 
has  been,  I  presume,  furnished  with  an  official  report  of  the  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  gallantry  and  heroism  disptayed  by  our  troops  is  beyond  all 
praise.  The  first  brigade  was  more  exposed  than  any  other,  and  moro 
than  sustained  the  reputation,  which,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Major  (reneral  commanding,  on  the  same  field  over  twelve  months 
ago,  it  achieved,  and  which  has  distingnished  its  veteran  troops  in 
many  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war. 

Colonel  Baylor,  fifth  Virginia,  who  commanded  it,  was  worthy  his 
heroic  command.  No  more  exalted  recognition  of  his  worth  and  ser- 
vices can  be  uttered,  and  no  higher  tribute  can  be  paid  him,  than  to 
declare  that  he  was  worthy  the  command  of  the  Stonewall  brigade  in 
the  action  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

Colonel  Neff,  thirty-third  Virginia,  while  gallantly  leading  his 
regiment  into  action,  was  killed.  Colonel  Grigsby,  twenty-seventh, 
wounded;  Colonel  Botts,  second  Virginia,  mortally  wounded;  Major 
Nadenbousch,  second  Virginia,  Major  Terry,  fourth,  wounded,  and 
othere,  whose  names  and  whose  gallantry  have  been,  doubtless,  re« 
ported  to  the  commanding  General. 

The  second  brigade,  Colonel  JBradley  Johnston,  irhieh  had  j  been 
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tnhjettei  to  severe  picket  duty  the  night  previous,  stid  on  the  morning 
of  this  day,  and  behaved  with  gallantry  in  the  skirmishes  of  the 
morning,  wafl  not  broaght  into  action. 

•  The  third  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  A.  G.  Taliaferro,  twenty- 
'third  Virginia  regiment,  advanced  splendidly  nnder  fireof  the  enemy, 
occapied  the  farm-house  and  orchard,  on  the  right  of  our  linos,  held 
these  against  every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  dislodge  them,  and 
ultimately  drove  the  enemy  from  the  orchard  and  the  field  beyond  the 
turnpike.  It  is  unnecessary  to  report  that  the  gallantry  of  Colonel 
•Taliaferro  was  conspicuous,  and  the  conduct  of  his  officers  admirable. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  Major  Stover,  tenth  Virginia,  and  Major 
Scott,  twenty-third  Virginia,  were  wounded  whilst  ably  discharging 
their  duties.     I  have  no  official  information  of  the  other  casualties. 

The  fourth  brigade  operated  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  division.  It 
was  not  in  my  power  to  be  much  with  this  brigade  after  the  action 
had  progressed  far,  but  its  gallantry  was  conspicuous,  and  the  ability 
of  its  commander,  Brigadier  General  W.  E.  Starke,  was  a  guarantee 
'that  it  did  all  that  the  gallant  Louisianians  who  composed  it  were  re- 
quired to  perform.  I  was  witness  of  their  unflinching  bravery  and 
heroic  conduct  under  a  heavy  fire  during  the  early  part  of  the  en- 
gagement.    I  am  ignorant  of  the  casualties  of  the  brigade. 

The  reports  of  the  brigade,  regimental  and  battery  commanders 
have,  I  suppose,  been  forwarded  to  you.  After  the  action  had  been 
terminated,  I,  because  of  the  condition  of  my  wounds,  turned  over 
the  command  of  the  division  to  Brigadier  General  Starke.  In  con- 
clusion, I  beg  to  recognize  the  gallantry  of  my  personal  staff,  and  the 
obligations  I  am  under  to  them.  I  beg  to  mention  Major  W.  A.  Tal- 
iaferro, A.  A.  G.;  Lieutenant  R.  K.  Meade  and  Lieutenant  P.  A.  Tal- 
iaferro; aids-de-camp,  and  to  testify  my  regard  for  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  my  orderly,  private  Depriest,  who  was  severely 
bounded,  and  of  privates  Dowman,  Bowen  and  Tyree,  couriers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  ve^  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Division,  A.  V. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WALKER,  COMMAND- 
ING  DIVISION,  OF  OPERATIONS  AT  HARPER'S  FERRY: 


Headquarters  Walker's  Division, 
Camp  near  Wincfuster,  Va.,  October  7,  1862. 


! 


Major  E.  P.  Paxton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  InspW  Generall  Jackscn^s  Carps,  A.  N.  V. : 

Sir  :  I  have  th^  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera* 
tions  of  this  diyision  under  my  command  in  the  redaction  of  Harper's 
Ferry : 

On  the  9th  of  September*  I  wag  instructed  by  General  Lee  to  pro- 
ceed  from  the  Monocacy  Junction  near  Frederick,  Maryland,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  and  destroy  the  acquedoct  of  the  CheBapeake 
and  Ohio  canal.  We  arrived  at  the  aqueduct  about  eleven  o'clock, 
P.  M.y  and  found  it  occupied  by  the  enemy's  pickets,  whose  fire,  as  they 
fled,  severely  wounded  Captain  Duffy,  of  the  twenty-fourth  North 
Carolina  troops,  cf  Brigadier  General  Ransom's  brigade.  Working 
parties  were  at  once  detailed  and  set  to  work  to  drill  holes  for  blowing 
up  the  arches ;  but  after  several  hours  of  labor,  it  was  apparent  that, 
owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  our  tools  and  the  extraordinary  solidity 
and  massiveness  of  the  masonry,  the  work  we  had  undertaken  was  one 
of  days  instead  of  hours.  The  movement  of  our  main  army  from 
Frederick  towards  Hagerstown,  which  I  had  been  officially  informed 
would  take  place  on  the  10th,  would  leave  my  small  division  in  the 
immediate  presence  of  a  very  strong  force  of  the  enemy,  and,  while  it 
woold  be  engaged  in  destroying  the  aqueduct,  in  a  most  exposed  and 
dangerous  position.  I  therefore  determined  to  rejoin  General  Lee  by 
way  of  Jefferson  and  Middletown  as  previously  instructed  by  him. 

Before  marching,  however,  I  received  instructions  to  cross  the 
Potomac  at  Cheeks  ford  and  proceed  towards  Harper's  Ferry  and  co- 
operate with  Major  Generals  Jackson  and  McLaws  in  the  capture  of 
the  Federal  force  at  that  point. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  aqueduct  over  the  Monocacy 
was  occupied  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  with  their  artillery  cbm- 
manding  the  aqueduct  and  its  approaches,  as  well  as  Cheek's  ford.  .  I 
then  determined  to  cross  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  which  I  effected  during 
the  night  of  the  10th  and  by  daylight  on  the  11th;  but  with  much 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  over  the  canal  and 
the  Bteq)ness  of  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  *     ' 

My  men  being  much  worn  down  by  two  days  and  nights  marching, 
almost  without  sleep  or  rest,  we  remained  in  camp  during  the  I  Ith, 
and  proceeded  the  next  day  towards  Harper's  Ferry,  encamping  at 
Eillsboro'.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 3th,  we  reachea  the  foot  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  opposite  the  Loudon  Heights,  which  I  was  instructed  to 
occupy.  From  such  reconnoissance  as  could  be  made  from  below,  it 
B«cmed  certain  that  Loudon  Heights  were  unoccupied  by  Ahe^  enemy. 
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To  ascertain  if  such  was  the  case^  I  detached  Colonel  John  R.  Cooke 
with   bis   regiment,  (the  twenty-seventh  North  Carolina,)  and  the 
thirtieth  Virginia  Volunteers,  who  took  po^^session  of  the  Heights 
•without  opposition  and  held  them  during  the  night. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  was  being  attacked  on  the  Maryland 
Heights  by  the  forces  under  Major  General  McLaws,  and  in  the 
afternoon  it  became  apparent  that  our  forces  had  polssession  of 
the  summit,  which  commands  Harper's  Ferry  as  well  as  Loudon 
Heights. 

That  night  and  the  next,  the  entire  division,  except  that  portion  of 
it  occupying  Loudon  Heights,  were  placed  in  a  strong  petition  to 
prevent  tbe  escape  of  the  enemy  down  the  right  bank  of  the  Potomac. 
At  daylight  on  the  14th,  I  sent  Captain  French,  with  two  Parrott 
guns  and  two  rifle  pieces  of  Branch's  Battery,  under  Lieutenant 
.Martin,  to  Loudon  Heights,  where  I  immediately  proceeded  and  placed 
them  in  position.  I  informed  Major  General  Jackson  of  thi^  by  sig- 
nal, and  awaited  his  instructions.  In  the  meantime,  we  had  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  enemy,  who  opened  their  batteries  upon  as,  and  it 
became  necessary  either  to  reply  or  withdraw  our  pieces.  About  one 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  therefore  gave  orders  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  the  troops  upon  Bolivar  Heights,  beyond  Harper's  Ferry. 
Our  guns  were  served  admirably  and  with  great  rapidity,  and  in  two 
hours  we  had  silenced  an  eight-gun  battery  near  the  Barbour  house, 
except  one  gun,  which  was  so  close  under  the  mountain  that  we  could 
not  see  it.  What  other  effect  our  fire  had  we  could  not  tell ;  but  it 
evidently  produced  great  consternation  and  commotion  amongst  the 
enemy's  troops,  especially  the  cavalry. 

During  the  engagement,  one  of  the  enemy's  caissons  was  blown  up 
by  a  well  directed  shot  from  French's  battery.  On  our  side  we  lost 
Lieutenant  Robertson,  of  French's  battery,  killed;  Major  Wyatt, 
forty-eighth  North  Caroliua  troops,  and  two  privates  of  French's  bat- 
tery wounded.     Our  guns  and  horses  sustained  no  injury. 

Owing  to  a  heavy  mist,  which  concealed  Harper's  Ferry  from  view, 
we  did  not  open  our  fire  until  after  eight  c'clock,  in  the  morning  of 
the  15th,  the  enemy  replying  yery  feebly  at  first,  and  finally  about 
nine  o'clock,  ceased  firing  altogether.  About  half  past  nine  o'clock, 
we  observed  a  white  flag  displayed  from  a  large  brick  building  in  the 
upper  town,  when  our  batteries  immediately  ceased  their  fire, 
although  I  was  not  satisfied  that  it  indicated  a  capitulation. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  such  was  th^  case,  and  after  a  short 
time  we  had  the  extreme  satisfaction  to  see  the  head  of  Major  Gene- 
ral A.  P.  Hill's  column  approaching  the  town,  along  the  Charlestown 
turnpike.  ^ 

My  division,  that  evening,  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  Shenan- 
doah river,  and  by  daylight,  on  the  16th,  reached  Shepherdsto^,  and, 
early  in  the  day^  crossed  the  Potomac  and  reported  to  General  Lee, 
near  Sharpsburg,  Maryland. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 
'     Brigadier  General  commanding  Division. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAI^  WALKER  OF  BATTLE 
OF  SHARPSBURG. 

Headquarters  Walker's  DivisiONy      ) 
Camp  near  Winchester ^  Va,y  October  14,  1862.) 

Majoir  G.  M.  Sorrel,  A.  A.  G  ^ 

Right    Wingy  Army  Northern  Virginia  :  ^ 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  the  division  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg, 
Marjlandy  on  the  17th  of  September  last: 

The  division,  composed  of  Ransom's  and  Walker's  brigades,  the 
latter  commandedi  by  Colonel  Van  H.  Manning,  to  which  was  attached 
Fieneh's  and  Branch's  light  batteries,  after  participating  in  the  cap- 
tnrc  of  the  Federal  forces  at  Harper's  Ferry,  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge» 
the  Shenandoah  and  the  Potomac,  the  latter  at  Sbepherdetown,  and 
reacbed  the  neighborhood  of  Sharpsburg,  Ms^ryland,  on  the  16th 
ultimo,  where  I  reported  to  General  Lee. 

In  accordance  with  his  instructions,  at  daylight  the  next  morning 
I  placed  the  division  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  position,  and  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  Sharpsburg,  my  line  of  battle  extending 
from  a  wood  on  the  right  to  a  group  of  barns,  stables  and  out-houses 
on  the  left,  in  such  way  as  to  cover  the  ford  over  the  Antietam  creek, 
aad  to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Tocmbs,  which  lay  in  front  of  the  bridge  across  4he  same 
stream.  My  batteries  were  placed  on  commanding  heights  in  such 
way  as  to  command  the  roads  leading  from  the  ean,  while  a  battalion 
of  sharpshooters  was  posted  along  the  wooded  banks  of  the  Antietam 
to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  should  he  attempt  to  cross  the  stream  at 
that  point.  While  we  were  in  this  position  the  (<nemy  made  no 
attempt  to  cross  the  stream,  and  the  only  evidence  of  his  being  in  our 
front  was  his  artillery  fire  at  long  range  and  the  reply  of  General 
Toombs*  batteries,  about  a  half  mile  to  my  left. 

Soon  after  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Lee,  through  Colonel  Long,  of  hi^  staff,  tu  hasten  to  the  extreme  left 
to  the  support  oT  Major  General  Jackson.  Hastening  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible  al&ng  the  rear  of  our  entire  line  of  battle,  we  ar- 
rived, soon  after  ten  o'clock,  near  the  woods  which  the  commands  of 
Generals  Hood  and  Early  were  struggling  heroically  to  hold,  but 
"gradually  and  sullenly  )  ielding  to  the  irresistible  weight  of  over- 
whelming numbers.  Here  we  at  once  formed  line  of  battle,  under  a 
sharp  artillery  fire,  and,  leaving  the  twenty-seventh  North  Carolina 
and  third- Arkansas  regiments  to  hold  the  open  space  between  the 
woods  and  Longstreet's  left,  the  division,  with  Ransom's  brigade  on 
the  left,  advanced  in  splendid  style,  firing  and  cheering  as  they  went, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  cleared  the  woods,  strewing  it  with  the  enemy's 
dead  and  wonnded. 

^elonel  Maiming,  witb  the  forty-sixth  *  and  forty-eighth  Korth 
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Carolina  and  thirtieth  Yirgiaia,  not  content  with  the  possession  of  the 
woods,  dashed  forward  in  gallant  style,  crossed  the  open  fields  beyond, 
driving  the  enemy  before  hitn  like  sheep,  until  arriving  at  a  long  line 
ef  strong  post  and  rail  fence,  behind  which  heavy  masses  of  the  ene- 
my's infantry  were  lying,  their  advance  was  checked,  and,  it  being 
impossible  to  climb  over  these  fences  under  snch  a  fire,  these  regi* 
^  ments,  after  suffering  a  heavy  loss,  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the 
woods,  where  the  forty-sixth  and  forty. eighth  North  Carolina  regi- 
ments were  quickly  reformed ;  but  the  thirtieth  Virginia,  owing  to 
some  unaccountable  misunderstanding  of  jorders,  except  Captain 
Iludgins'  company,  went  entirely  off  the  field,  and,  as  a  regiment, 
was  not  again  engaged  during  the  day.  Captain  Smith,  of  my  st^iff, 
and  myself  succeeded  in  gathering  up  portions  of  it,  which,  acting 
with  the  forty-sixth  North  Carolina,  afterwards  did  good  service. 

Just  before  the  falling  back  of  these  regiments,  the  gallant  Colonel 
Manning  was  severely  wounded  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  fi^ld^ 
relinquishing  the  command' of  the  brigade  to  the  next  in  rank.  Colo- 
nel E.  D;  Hall,  of  the  forty* sixth  North  Carolina  regiment.  The 
forty-eighth  North  CarMina  regiment.  Colonel  R.  C.  Hill  command- 
ing, after  reforming,  was  sent  by  me,  with  French's  and  Branch's 
light  batteries,  to  reinforce  General  Stuart  on  the  extreme  left,  who 
was  specially  charged  by  General  Jackson  with  the  task  of  turning 
the  enemy's  right.  ^ 

The  falling  back  of  a  portion  of  Manning's  brigade,  enabled  the 
enemy  to  temporarily  re-occupy  the  point  of  woods  near  the  posin'on 
assigned  to  Colonel  Cooke,  commanding  the  twenty-seventh  North 
Carolina  atid  the  third  Arkansas  regiments,  upon  whom  the  enemy 
opened  a  galling  fire  of  musketry,  which  was  replied  to  with  spirit ; 
but  the  enemy  having  the  cover  of  the  woods,  while.  Colonel  Cooke's 
command  was  on  the  open  ground,  this  officer  very  properly  drew 
them  back  to  a  corn-field  and  behind  a  rail  fence,  which  gave  th'^m 
partial  protection.  From  this  position  they  kept  up  an  effective  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  driving  his  artillerists  from  a  battery  they  were 
attempting  to  get  into  position  to  bear  upon  Colonel  Cookers  com- 
mand. They  afterwards  succeedod  in  getting  off  with  their  guns,  but 
abandoned  two  caissons  filled  with  rifle  ammunition,  from  which  Gap- 
tain  French  that  night  replenished  his  exhausted  limber  chests. 

Early  in  the  afternoon.  Major  General  Longstreet  directed  Colonel 
Cooke,  with  his  own  regiment  (twenty-seventh  North  Carolina)  and 
the  third  Arkansas,  to  charge  the  enemy,  who  was  threatening  his 
front  as  if  to  pass  through  the  opening  between  the  point  of  timber 
held  by  Ransom's  brigade  and  Longstreet's  lefb.  This  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  in  the  face  of  such  a  fire  as  troops  have  seldom  en- 
encountered  without  running  away,  and  with  a  steadiness  and  unfal- 
tering gallantry  seldom  equalled.  Battery  after  battery,  rogimeal 
after  regiment  opened  their  fire  upon  them,  hurling  a  torrent  of  mis- 
siles through  their  ranks ;  but  nothing  could  arrest  their  progress^ 
and  three  times  the  enemy  broke  and  fled  before  their  impetuoaa 
charge.  Finally  they  reached  the  fatal  picket  fences,  before  alluded 
to.    To  climb  over  them,  id  the  fiico  of  such  a  force  and  under  sick 
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tlon  being  now  almost  ezhaasted.  Colonel  Cooke  very  properly  gave 
the  order  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in  the  most  perfect  order ; 
after  which,  the  regiments  took  up  their  former  position,  which  they 
continued  to  hold  until  night. 

In  the  meantime,  Brigadier  General  Ransom,  whose  brigade  was 
further  on  the  left,  having  driven  the  enemy  through  and  from  the 
woods  with  heavy  loss,  continued  with  his  own  brigade  and  Colonel 
Ilall's,  forty-sixth  i^egiment  North  Carolina,  to  hold  it  for  the  greater 
portion  of  the  day,  notwithstanding  three  determined  infantry  attacks, 
which  each  time  was  repulsed  with  great  loss  to  the  enemy,  and  against 
a  most  persistant  and  terrihc  artillery  fire,  by  which  the  enemy  hopod, 
doubtless,  to  drive  us  from  our  strong  position,  the  very  key  of  the 
battle-field.  His  hopes,  however,  were  not  realized.  True  to  their 
daty,  for  eight  hours  our  brave  men  lay  upon  the  ground,  taking 
advantage  of  such  undulations  and  shallow  ravines  as  gave  promise 
of  partial  shelter,  while  the  fearful  storm  raged  a  few  feet  above  their 
beads,  tearing  the* trees  asunder,  lopping  off  huge  branches  and  filling 
the  air  with  shrieks  and  explosions-^realizing  to  the  fullest  the  iear^ 
ful  sublimity  of  battle. 

Luring  this  time,,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  Oeneral  Bansom 
from  his  brigade  to  post  the  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina,  which  had 
gone  too  mach  to  the  left  and  beyond  Barksdale's  brigade,  the  enemy 
made  a  furioilkikttack  with'  heavy  masses  of  infantry  upon  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  General  Ransom.  Colonel  Bansom,  of  tte  thirty- 
fifth  North  Carolina,  in  temporary  command  of  the  brigade,  not  only 
repulsed  the  enemy,  but  pursued  hiof  across  the  field  as  Car  as  the 
post  and  rail  fence,  inflicting  upon  him  so  severe  a  punishment  that 
DO  other  attempt  of  infantry  was  made  on  the  position  during  the  day. 
While  I  was  with  General  Bansom^s  command,  about  half  past  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  an  order  was  brought  from  General  Long- 
street,  directing  General  Bansom  to  advance  and  capture  the  enemy's 
^>atteries  in  bis  front.  Ilaving  been  previously  instructed  by  General 
Jackson  to  hold  my  position  in  the  woods  until  General  Stuart  could 
turn  the  enemy's  right,  and  then  to  advance,  I  directed  General  Ran- 
som to  delay  the  execution  of  General  Longstreet's  order  until  I 
could  see  General  Longdtreet  in  person,  and  confer  with  him  on  the 
subject.  '  Upon  my  representation  to  him,  he  approved  what  I  bad 
'ione,  and,  while  we  were  in  conversation  on  the  subject.  General 
Jackson  himself  joined  us  and  informed  us  that  General  Stuart  had 
made  the  attempt  spoken  of,  but  found  it  impracticable,  as  the  enemy's 
I'igKt  was  securely  posted  on  the  Potomac,  and  protected  by  heavy 
batteries  of  bis  reserve  artillery.  It  was  then  determined  that  the, 
attempt  to  force  the  enemy's  right  with  our  fearfully  thinned  ranks^ 
and  in  th^  exhausted  condition  of  our  men,  was  an  effort  above  our 
strength.  Towards  fivo  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  to  move  Bansom's  brigade  towards  the  right  to  reinforce, 
our  centre,  where  the  enemy  were  making  demonstrations  as  if  for  an 
advance  upon  our  position.  No  attack  was,  however,  made;  but  the 
euemj's  i^tillery  co9tma^  ^t^J  ^f^  ^^  woods,  upon  our  batten 
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ries,  and  opon  every  position  along  our  line,  whioh  tbey  supposed  to 
be  occupied  by  our  troops.  Our  own  batteries  replying  but  slowly 
for  the  want  of  ammunition.  Gradually,  as  night  approached.  Ah 
fire  died  away,  and  darkness  finally  put  an  end  to  this  long  and  bloody 
battle.  My  division  rested  until  next  morning  where  night  overtook 
tbem,  and  upon  theiine  occupied  by  them  during  the  day. 

Tbe  conduct  of  the  division  was  generally  excellent,  and,  in  some 
instances,  was  brilliant  in  the  extrome  '  I  desire,  particularly,  to  call 
attention  to  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  twenty-seventh  North  Car- 
olin:i,  commanded  by  Colonel  John  R.  Cooke,  and  the  third  Arkansas 
velnnteerp,  commanded  by  its  senior  captain,  John  W.  Reedy^ 

The  coolness  and  good  conduct  of  Colonel  Van  H.  Manning,  com« 
manning  brigade,  until  wounded  and  carried  from  the  Geld,  is  worthy 
all  praise.  Colonel  Hall,  of  the  forty-sixth  North  Carolina  troops, 
who,  as  next  in  rank,  assumed  command  of  the  brigade,  handled  his 
regiment  and  the  other  portions  of  the  brigade  falling  under  his  com- 
mand, with  skill  and  judgment. 

To  Brigadier  General  Ransom^s  coolness,  judgment  and  skill,  we 
are,  in  a  great  degree,  indebted  for  the  successful  maintenance  of  our 
position  on  the  left,  which,  to  have  been  permanently  gained  by  the 
enemy,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  to  us  the  loss  of  the 
battle. 

General  Ransom  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the^  condj^l  of  Colonel 
Ransom,  of  the  thirty-fifth  North  Carolina,  of  Lieutflnint  C(»lt>nel 
BryBon,  of  the  twenty-fifth,  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  North  Carolina  regiments,  as  hieiving  particularly  distinguished 
themselves.  * 

1  ho  light  batteries  of  Captains  French  and  Braneh,  the  latter  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  R.  G.  Pegram,  at  difTerent  times  during  the 
day  were'engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  did  good  service,  especially 
Frenches,  posted  on  the  extreme  left,  and  under  the  immediate  orders 
of  (General  Stuart. 

Captain  Wm.  A.  Smith,  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieu- 
tenant J  A.  Gait,  aid-de-camp,  were  with  me  upon  the  field  and  ren- 
dered me  valuable  assistance  in  transmitting  orders. 

The  division  suffered  heavily,  particularly  Manning's  command, 
(Walker's  brigade,)  which,  at  one  time,  sustained  almost  the  whole 
fire  i  f  the  enemy's  right  wing.  Going  into  the  engagement,  as  it  was 
&eue.»sary  for  us  to  do,  to  support  the  sorely  pressed  divisions  of  Hood 
and  £ar)y,  it  was,  of  course,  impossible  to  make  dispositions  baaed 
upon  a  careful  reconnoisance  of  the  localities. 

The  po8t  and  rail  fences  stretcliing  across  the  fields  lying  between 
us  and  the  enemy's  position,  I  regard  as  the  fatal  obstacle  to  our  com- 
plete ^iuecesB  on  the  left,  and  success  there  would,  doubtless,  have 
chani.'t'd  the  fate  of  the  day.  Of  the  existence  of  these  obtj^Ucles 
noi.e  of  my  division  had  any  previous  knowledge,  and  we  learned  it 
at^  the  expeuse  of  many  valuable  lives. 

1  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HOOD,  OF   OPERA- 
TIONS OF  HIS  DIVISION,  FROM  FREEMAN'S  FORD  TO 
.  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURO. 

Division  Headqcarterb,  September  27,  1862. 
Major  6.  M.  SoRRCLL,  A.' A.  O. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
atjons  of  this  division,  composed  of  two  brigades,  fourth  Alabama, 
vecond  and  eleventti^MisBissippi,  and  sixth  North  Carolina,  Colonel 
E.  M..  Law  commanding ;  my  own  brigade,  first,  fourth  and  fifth 
Texas,  eighteenth  Georgia  and  Hampton  legion,  and  Riley^s,  Bach- 
tDan's  and  Garden's  batteries,  Major  B.  W.  Frobel  commanding,  in 
the  engagements  at  Freeman's  ford,  on  the  Rappahannock  river,  Au- 
j;uBt  ttA  i  plains  of  Manassas,  August  29th  and  SOth ;  Boonsbor^' 
Gap,  Maryland,.  September  14thy  and  Sharpsburg,  Maryland,  Septem- 
ber 16th  and  17tb,  F862  : 

On  tho'  22d  August,  agreeable  to  orders  of  the  commanding  Gene- 
ral, I  proceeded  to  Freeman's  ford  to  relieve  General  Trimble's  brigr 
adc.  On  my  arrival  in  the  afternoon,  I  found  the  enemy  had  crossed 
over  the  river,  and  were  in  the  immediate  front  of  General  Trimble. 
The  Texas  brigade  being  plac(d  on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Law's  on 
the  left,  the  attack  was  at  once  made,  General  Trimble  leading  off  in 
the  centre. 

The  enemy  were  driven  precipitately  over  the  Rappahannock  with 
considerable  loss,  no];  less,  I  think,  than  from  two  to  three  hundred. 
During  the  engagement,  Mnjor  Whaley,  fifth  Texas,  fell,  gallantly 
discharging  his  duties.     The  next  night,  the  command  marched  to 
Waterloo  ford,  and  relieved  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division.     From  this 
point,  having  joined  the  main  body  of  General  Longstreet's  forces, 
tbo  march   was   continued  in  the  direction    of  Manassas.     On  ar« 
riving  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  line  to  dis- 
pute our  passage.     After  «a  spirited  little  engagement  with  them  by 
General  D.  B.  Jones'  troops,  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  instant,  our 
forc^s  were  able  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  beyond  the  gap.     The  next 
morning,  at  daylight, 'the  march  was  again  resumed,  with  this  divis- 
ion in  the  advance,  Lieurenant  Colonel  Upton,  of  the  fifth  Texas,  in 
command  of  a  party  of  select  Texan   riflemen,  constituting  the  ad- 
Vance  guard. 
Coming  up  with  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  before  sunrise,  this 

Eallant  and  distinguished  officer  drove  them  before  him  so  rapidly  that 
alts  would  have  to  be  made  for  the  troops  in  rear  to  rest.  Early  in  the 
^ay,  we  came  up  with  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  on  the  plains  of  Mi- 
Aassfts,  engaging  Gen.  Jackson's  forces.  Disposition  of  the  troops  being 
inade,  the  Texas  brigade  advanced  in  line  of  battle  down^  and  on  the 
iinmediate  right  of,  the  pike  leading  to  the  stone  bridge,  and  Colonel 
Iaw'b  brigade  on  the  left.  Arriving  on  a  line  with  tho  Kne  of  bat-^ 
tie  established  by  General  Jackson,  the  division  was  halted  by  order* 
o!  tlie  General  commanding. 
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About  four  o^cIock  in  t\te  afternoon^  the  enemy  ipade  a  fi^t  at- 
tack upon  General  Jackson,  his  noble  troops  holding  theif*  ground 
with  their  nsual  gallantry.  At  sanset,  an  order  came  to  me  from  the 
commanding  General  to  move  for(?ard  and  attack  the  encmj.  Before, 
howeyer,  this  division  conld  come  to  attention,  they  were  attacked, 
and  I  instantly  ordered  the  two  brigades  to  move  forward  and  charge 
the  enemy,  which  they  did  most  gallantly,  driving  them  in  confasion 
in  front  of  them.  Colonel  Law's  brigade  being  engaged :with  ^  very 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  captured  one  piece  of  artillery,  three  stands 
of  colors  and  on«  hundred  prisoners,  and  the  Texas  brigade,  thre^ 
stands  of  colors.  It  soon  became  so  rerydark  t]yit  it  was  impossible 
to  pursue  the  enemy  any  further. 

At  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  orders  came  to  retake  our  position  on 
the  right  of  General  Jackson,  in  which  we  remained  until  four  o'clock^ 
next  afternoon,  (August  30th,)  when  the  battle  of  the  plains  of  Ma- 
nassas commenced,  by  a  most  vigorous  attack  by  the  enemy  upon  the 
right  of  General  Jackson.  After  a  severe  struggle,  the  enemy  gave 
way  in  great  confusion  on  the  left  of  the  pike,^and,  by  direction  of 
the  General  commanding,  I  moved  forward  this  division,  with  the 
Texas  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  Colonel  Law's  advancing 
on  the  left,  and  passing  over  to  the  right.  Within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  after  leaving  their  position,  the  Texas  brigade  became  en- 
gaged with  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy ;  but,  with  their  usual  daring 
and  enthusiasm,  they  charged  gallantly  on,  driving  a  largely  snperior 
force  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  causing  terrible  slaughter  in 
their  ranks,  capturing  a  battery  of  four  guns  crowning  the  heights 
near  the  Chinn  house — Colonel  Law's  brigade  having  moved  for- 
ward on  the  left,  driving  the  enemy,  and  'accomplishing  moat 
noble  work  in  their  immediate  front.  The  Texas  brigade  hav- 
ing gained  the  heights,  and.  being  a  long  distance  in  advance 
of  the  remainder  of  our  troops,  and  very  much  exhausted,  I 
ordered  them  to  halt  add  bold  their  ground.  Soon  after.  General 
Evans'  brigade  came  up  and  became  engaged.  I  passed  on  to  the 
heights,  and  assisted  in  placing  other  brigades  in  position  as  they  ar- 
rived on  the  field,  and  So  soon  as^  my  o^^n  troops  were  sufficiently 
rested,  they  were  brought  forward,  and  slept  upon  the  field  of  battle 
near  the  Sudl3y  ford  road.  ' 

'  The  noble  troops  of  this  division  captured  four  (4)  pieces  of  artil- 
lery and  eight  stands  of  colors,  and,  as  to  their  gallantry  and  un- 
flinching courage,  they  stand  unsurpassed  within  tne  history  of  the 
vrorld. 

Many  gallant  officers  and  men  fell  upon  this  memorable  field,  and 
our  country  has  cause  to  regret  the  loss  of  none  of  her  sons  more 
than  that  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  C.  Upton,  fifth  Texas ;  Major 
Townsend,  of  the  fourth  Texas ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ruff  and  Major 
Griffin,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  and  Captain  K.  Bryan^  acting 
Major  of  the  fifth  Texas,  fell,  severely  wounded,  whilst  nobly  dia- 
charging  their  duties.  Of  the  different  regimental  commandera,  too 
.  much  cannot  be  said ;  Colonel  J.  B.  Robertson,  fifth  Texat^  ^^ 
wounded,  whilst  directing  his  regiment  far  in  advance  of  the  ^i»t  of 
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:he  hilly  when  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  halt;  Colonel  W.  T.  Wofr 
ord,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia;  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  F.  Carter^ 
lommanding  fourth  Texas ;  Lieutenant  Colonol  P.  A.  Work,  firat 
Texas ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gary,  commanding  Hampton  legion ;  Cot- 
>nel  Stone,  second  Mississippi;  Colonel  P.  F.  Liddell,  elev^th 
Mississippi;  Lieutenant  Colonel  O.K.  McLemore,  fourth  Alabama, 
md  Major  R.  F.  Webb,,  sixth  North  Carolina^Tilthough  not  wounded, 
^ere  conspicuous  upon  this  hotly  contested  field,  leading  forwad  the 
nany  brave  men  of  their  commands.  After  alf  the  field  and  acting 
ield  officers  of  the  fifth  Texas  regiment  had  fallj^.  Captain  J.  N.  mT 
Turner  gallantly  led  that  regiment  through. 

The  next  day,  after  burying  the  dead,  the  march  was  continued  to> 
Dudley  ford,  and  from  thence  to  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  via  Freder* 
ck  City,  crossing  the  Potomac  at  White's  ford  near  Leesburg. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  September,  we  marched  back  to  Boons- 
)oro'  Gap,  a  distance  of  some  thirteen  miles.  This  division,  arriving 
>otween  three  and  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  found  the  troops  of  Generu 
D.  H.  Hill  engaged. with  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  By  direetioa 
)f  the  commanding  General,  I  took  up  my  position  on  the  left  of  the 
pike.  Soon  orders  came  to  change  over  to  the  right,  as  our  troopa^ 
)n  that  side  were  giving  way  to  superior  numbers.  On  the  march  t» 
;he  right,  I  met  General  Drayton's  brigade  coming  out,  saying  the 
^nemy  had  succeeded  in  passing  to  their  rear.  I  at  once  incUned 
nore  to  the  right,  over  a  very  rugged  country,  and  succeeding  in 
getting  in  a  position  to  receive  the  enemy.  I  at  once  ordered  the 
Texas  brigade.  Colonel  W.  T.  Wofford  commanding,  and  the  third 
)rigade.  Colonel  E.  M.  Law  commanding,  to  move  forward  with  bay^ 
)netB  fixed,  which  they  did  with  their  usual  gallantry,  driving  the  ea- 
.'my  and  regaining  all  of  our  lost  ground,  when  night  came  on  and 
'urther  pursuit  ceased.  On  this  field,  fell  mortally  wounded,  Lieuten- 
int  Colonel  0.  K.  McLemore,  of  the  fourth  Alabama,  a  most  efficient, 
rallant  and  valuable  officer. 

Soon  after  night,  orders  were  received  to  withdraw,  and  for  this 
iivision  to  constitute  the  rear  guard  of  the  army.  The  march  was 
iccordingly  taken  up  in  the  direction  of  Sharpsburg.  Arriving  oui 
he  heights  across  the  Antietam  river,  near  the  town,  about  twelve^. 
VI.,  on  the  Idth  instant,  I  was  ordered  to*  take  position  in  line  of 
)att]e  on  the  Hght  of  the  road  leading  to  Boonshoro',  but  soon  re* 
-eceived  orders  to  move  to  the  extreme  left,  near  St.  Mumma  church, 
30  the  Hagerstown  pike,  remaining  in  this  position,  under  fixe  of 
he  shells  from  the  enemy,  until  nearly  sunset  x>n  the  evening  of 
he  16th. 

The  enemy,  having  crossed  higher  up  the  Antietam,  made  aQ« 
Uiack  upon  the  left  flank  of  our  line  of  battle,  the  troops  of  this^ 
iivision  being  the  only  forces  on  our  side  engaged.  We  succeeded'. 
in  checking  and  driving  back  the  enemy  a  short  distance,  when  night 
:;ame  on  and  soon  the  firing  ceased.  During  the  engagement  the- 
brave  and  efficient  Colonel  r.  F.  Liddell,  eleventh  Mississippi,  feU^ 
mortally  wounded.  The  officers  and  men  of  m^  command  having; 
i>een  wi&<^t  food  for  three  days,  except  a  half  ration  of  beef  for  oa# 
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day,  and  green  corn,  General  Lawton,  with. two brigadea,  was  directed 
to  take  my  position,  to  enable  my  men  to  cook. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  aboat  three  o^cIock,  the  firing 
commenced  along  the  line  bccopied  by  General  Lawton.  At  six 
o'clock  I  received  notice  from  him  that  he  would  require  all  the  as- 
distance  I  could  giye  Jiim.  A  few  minutes  bfter,  a  member  of  hid 
staff  reported  to  me  tbat  he  was  wounded  and  wished  me  to  come  for- 
ward  as  soon  as  possible.  Being  in  readiness,  I  at  once  marched 
out  on  the  field,  in  line  of  battle,  and  soon  became  engaged  with  an 
immense  force  of  tb#  enemy,  consisting  of  not  less  than  two  corps  of 
their  army.  It  was  here  that  I  witnessed  the  most  terrible  clash  of 
arms,  by  far,  that  has  occurred  during  the  war.  The  two  little  giant 
brigades  of  this  division  wrestled  with  this  mighty  force,  losing  hun- 
dieds  of  their  eallant  officers  and  men,  but  driving  the  enemy  from 
his  position  and  forcing  him  to  abandon  his  guns  on  our  left.  The 
battle  raged  with  the  greatest  fury  until  about  nine  o'clock,  the  ene^ 
my  being  driven  from  four  to  five  hundred  yards. 

Fighting,  as  we  were,  at  right  angles  with  the  general  lino  of 
battle,  and  General  Ripley's  brigade  being  the  extreme  left  of  Gene- 
ral D.  H.  Hiirs  forces,  and  continuing  to  hold  their  ground,  caused 
the  enemy  to  pour  in  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  rear  and  right  flank  of 
Colonel  Law*s  brigade,  rendering  it  necessary  to  move  the  division  to 
the  leit  and  rear,  into  the  woods  near  the  St,  Mumma  church,  which 
we  continued  to  hold  until  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,when  General  McLava 
arrived  with  his  command,  which  was  at  once  formed  in  line  and 
moved  forward,  engaging  the  enemy.  My  command  was  marched  to 
the  rear,  ammunition  replenished,  and  returned  at  twelve,  M.,  taking 
pcsition,  by  direction  of  the  General  commanding,  in  rear  of  the 
•ehurch,  with  orders  to  hold  it. 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  by  order,  the  division  moved  to  the 
right,  near  the  centre,  and  remained  there  until  the  night  of  the  13th 
instant,  when  orders  were  received  to  recrof s  the  Po.tomao. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  in  the  morning,  about  four  o^clock, 
A.  M.,  I  sent  Major  flanton,  aid-de  camp,  to  Major  General  D.  EL 
Hill,  to  know  if  he  could  furnish  any  troops  to  assist  in  holding  the 
left  of  our  position.  He  replied  ^that  he  could  not,  and  the  Major 
General  commanding  is  aware  of  the  number  of  messages  receiveil 
from  me  asking  for  reinforcements,  which  I  felt  were  absolutely  re- 
quired after  seeing  the  great  strength  of  the  enemy  in  ray  front,  and 
1  am  thoroughly  of  the  opinion  had  General  McLaws  arrived  by  half- 
past  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  our  victory  on  the  left  would  have  been  aa 
thorough,  quick  and  complete,  as  upon  the  plains  of  Manassas  on  the 
SDth  of  August. 

Daring  the  engagement.  Major  Dingle,  of  the  Hampton  legion, 
gallantly  bearing  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  Major  Dale,  first  Texas, 
and  Major  Evans,  eleventh  Mississippi,  fell  whilst  leading  their  brave 
comrades  against  ten  times  their  numbers.  Colonel  Scone,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Humphreys  and  Maior  Blair,  second  Mississippi,  Liea- 
lenant  Colonel  Butler,  eleventh  Mississippi,  Captain  Scruffgs,  fourtk 
Alabama^  and  Major  Webb,  sixth  North  Carolina,  alsoj^eceived  severe 
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f oviiils.  Conspicuoas  were  Colonels  Law  and  Woffbrd*  commanding 
brigades.  Lieutenaftt  Colonel  Gary^  commanding  Hampton  legion ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  P.  A.  Work,  commanding  first  Texas ;  Lieatenant 
Colonel  B.  F.'  Carter,  commanding  fourth  Texas ;  Captain  Tarner» 
commanding  fifth  Texas,  although  not  wounded,  deserve  great  credit 
for  their  skillful  mai^agement  and  coolness  during  the  battle.  It  is 
but  jdstico  to  Colonel  J.  C.  Q.  Key,  fourth  Texas,  to  state^  that  he 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  Boonsboro'  Gap  and  Sharpsburg,  although 
unable  to  take  command  of  his  regiment,  in  consequence  of  a  severe 
wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Farm,  June  27th,  1869. 

During  this  engagement  and  that  of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  Biley's, 
Bachman's  and  Garden's  batteries  were  admirably  handled  by  the  bat- 
tery commanders ;  Major  B.  W.  FrobeU  commanding,  acting  with 
great  coolness  and  judgment  upon  the  field. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  members  of  my  staff.  The  chief, 
Sajor  W.  H.  Sellers,  had  his  horse  shot  whilst  ably  directing  the 
Texas  brigade,  at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  during  the  time  of  my 
being  sent  for  by  the  General  commanding  to  receive  additional 
orders.  He  has  proven  himself  competent  to  command  a  brigade 
under  all  circumstances,  This  distinguished  officer,  together  with 
my  two  aids.  Major  B.  U.  Blanton  and  Lieutenant  James  Hamilton, 
had  their  horses  shot  during  the  battle  of  Sharpsbnrg,  whilst  most 
gallantly  pushing  forward  the  troops  and  transmitting  orders.  Major 
Blanton,  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  Lieutenant  Joseph  Phillips,  (k  8.  A., 
of  General  Magruder's  staff,  and  Captain  C.  8.  Mills,  A.  Q.  M.  first 
Texas  regiment,  rendered  most  invaluable  service  during  the  battle  of 
Manassas  in  bringing  forward  and  placing  in  position  additional 
brigades  upon  the  long  to  he  remembered  heights  around  the  Ohinn 
house.  Lieutenant  D.  L.  Sublett,  acting  division  ordnance  officer, 
was  prompt  in  bringing  forward  ammunition,  and  otherwise  efficiently 
,  performed  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  department.  All  praise  is  due 
Dr.  Darby,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  for  his  untiring  efforts  and 
skillful  manner  in  caring  for  the  numerous  wounded.  Dr.  Roach, 
senior  surgeon  Texas  brigade,  and  Dr.  Hubbard,  senior  surgeon  Law's 
brigade,  Dr.  Breckinridge,  and  all  other  surgeons  and  assistant  sur- 
geons of  this  command,  have  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  able 
services.  I  would  be  wrong  in  not  acknowledging  the  valuable  ser- 
vices rendered  during  the  several  engagements,  in  transmitting 
orders,  of  the  following  couriers  of  this  command :  M.  'M.  Temple- 
man,  T.  W.  C.  Lake,  J.  P.  Mahony,  James  Malone,  W.  E.  Duncan^ 
J.  A.  Mann,  W.  J.  Barbee,  W.  G.  Jesse,  J.  J.  Ha^gerty  and  J.  H. 
Drake. 

For  additional  particulars  •eference  is  made  to  the  reports  of  bri«> 
gade  and  regimental  commanders,  herewith  respectfully  submitted. 

Below  will  bo^fpund  a  report  of  casualties. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 
Brigadier  Chneral^  commanding  Divisiotu 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  KILLED   AftO    WOUNDED  n 
the  Division  comntanded  by  Brigadter  Gemral  J.  B.  Hood. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGAdIBR  GENERAL  RODES. 

'   HCADQUABTERS   D.  H.  Hlix's   DlYISZONy  > 

Fdiruary  4»  1863.  5 

Lidutenaat  Colonel  C.  J.  Faulkner,  , 

A.  A,  G.,  Headquarters  Second  Corps  : 

Goi^onel:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  say  that  I 
am  informed  that  General  Hill  has  already  forwarded  to  General  Lee 
a  report  of  tbe  operations  of  this  division  during  the  period  indicated. 
Under  these  circumstanees,  apd  being  only  temporarily  in  command  of 
Ae  diyision,  I  wonid  respectfulty'refer  the  Lieutenant  General  com- 
aanding  to  that  document. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Colonel, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  RODES, 
Brig.  Gen.  commanding  JDivision. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  D.  R.  JONES  OF  SECOKD 
BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS,  AND  OPERATIONS  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

RicHMONf>»  Ya.,  December  8,  186f. 

Major  6.  M.  Sorrel, 

A.  A.  C,  Langsfreefs  Corps  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aabimt  the  following  repoctft  of  the' 
xnovementB  of  mj  division,  and  of  the  part  it  performed  in  the  en- 
gagements  of  the  campaign  in  Northern  Virginii^  and  Maryland.. 
Serious  illness  and  absence  from  the&eldf  has  delayed  its  appoaranee 
till  now : 

.  On  the  15th  Aogust  last,  the  division  I  commanded  reached  Oor- 
donsville  by  rail,  and  camped  near  that  place.  Marching  thence,  and 
crossing  Rapidan  river  on  the  18th,  on  the  23d,  under  order  fiom 
General  Longstreet,  I  advanced  Drayton's  brigade  on  the  road  lead« 
ing  to  Beverly  ford,  on  the  Ilappshannock  river,  in  support  of  the 
Washington  artillery,  Bonding  Anderson's  brigade  to.  the  righ4,  la 
direction  of  railroad  bridge,  with  orders  to  report  to  General  Evan 8» 
supporting  artillery  in  that  direction. 

Fire  was  to  be  opened  on  the  enemy's  batteries  simnltaneooslj. 
Anderson's  brigade,  being  under  command  of  General  Evans,  will  fig- 
ure in  his  report.  Drayton's  brigade,  supported  by  Toombs'  brigade 
comoianded  by  Colonel  Banning,  of  seventeenth  Georgia,  took  no  part 
in  the  action  which  ensued,  the  river  not  being  fordablein  their  fronl, 
and  sufieied  but  few  casualties. 

On  the  25th,  I  took  position  in  front  of  Waterloo  bridge,  sending 
forward  a  regiment  of  sharpshooters  from  Drayton's  brigade,  whick^ 
engaging  the  enemy  across  the  river,  suffered  some  slighi  lo8S» 
Crossing  the  Rappahannock  river,  I  reached  Thoroughfare  Grap  on  tk^ 
28th,  and,  under  orders  from  General  Longstreet,  sent  forward  the^ 
ninth  Georgia  regiment,  Anderson's  brigade,  in  the  gap,  following  it 
with  my  whole  division,  which  I  disposed  of  by  placing  Anderson's 
brigade  on  the  hill  to  the  left,  with  Drayton's  brigade  and  two  regi- 
ments of  Toombs'  brigade  on  the  hill  to  the  right,  holding  the  other  two- 
regiments  of  Toombs'  brigade  in  reserve.  The  ninth  Georgia  drove 
out  some  few  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  fell  back  on  their  mala 
body,  then  seen  advancing  from  the  woods,  in  front  of  the  gap^  and 
taking  position  on  the  plateau,  parallel  with  the  mountain  range,  and 
distant  therefrom  about  half  a  mile.  They  appeared  before  my  dia* 
position  of  troops  had  been  completed  and  opened  a  very  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  on  the  road  and  on  the  mountain  sides  flanking  it.  Har* 
ing  no  artillery  to  reply  with,  there  being  no  position  in  which  it 
could  be  placed,  so  far  as  I  had  been  able  to  reconnoitre  the  ground^ 
the  enemy  advanced  his  guns  to  a  point  bat  little  over  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  entrance  to  the  gap,  and  made  heavy  demonstratiooa 
on  the  right  and  left,  bringing  him  in  contact  with  Andenoa's  bri«^ 
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rade  otytlie  lefly  which 'tepatked  him  in  most  gftllani  stjld  and  wilh 
leavy  loss.  la  this  encoonter,  tho  first  Georgia  regulars  greatl  j  dk* 
ioguifihed  ihemselireQ, 

On  the  rights  the  idemonstration  resulted  only  in  skirmishing. 
A^fter  the  repulse  of  his  efforts  at  flanking,  the  enemy  withdrew  his 
irtillery  to  the  plateau  on  which  he  had  at  first  appeared,  and  kept  up 
i  very  heavy  fire  till  dark,  when,  appearances  indicating  his  retreat^ 
[  advanced  my  command  and  bivouacked  beyond  the  gap  unmolested 
by  the  enemy.  The  intense  darkness  and  ignorance  of  the  fords  over 
tho  creek  in  my  front  prevented  pursuit. 

My  entire  loss  in  this  engagement  was  not  more  than  twenty-five. 
The  number  of  the  enemy  engaged  amounted  to  over  eleven  thousand, 
ander  the  command  of  General  Ricketts,  as  appeared  from  northern 
papers. 

My  division,  of  three  brigades,  was  alone  engaged  on  our  side. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I  took  up  the  line  of  inarch  in 
the  direction  of  the  old  battle  ground  of  Manassas,  whence  heavy 
Bring  Was  heard;  arriving  on  the  ground  about. noon,  my  command 
was  stationed  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  whole  lino,  and,  during  the 
balance  of  the  day,  was  subjected  to  shell'mg,  resulting  m  but  few 
casualties.  On  the  mornihg  of  the  30th,  slight  alterations  were  made 
m  the  disposition  of  my  command,  throwing  it  more  forward  and  to 
the  right.  The  battle,  meanwhile,  raging  fiercely  on  the  left,  about 
&ve  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  my  command  was  ordered  forward  ;  I 
brought  it  up  with  the  exception  of  Drayton's  brigade,  which  was 
detained  by  a  Report  from  Captain  fiosser,  of  the  cavalry,  on  the  ex- 
treme right,  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  flank  our  line  in  that 
direction.  I  took  position  near  the  **  Ghinn  house,"  with  the  brigades 
of  Toombs  and  Anderson,  and  anticipating  what  my  orders  would  be. 
General  I^ongstreet  not  being  then  near  me,  and  seeing  the  great 
results  within  reach,  I  pushed  them  forward  upon  the  enemy,  design- 
if)g,  wkh  Drayton's  brigade,  to  turn  and  completely  sweep  tho  right 
of  the  field.  The  two  brigades  went  in  most  gallantly,  suffering 
severe  loss.  Again  and  again  did  I  send  for  Drayton,  who,  after 
delaying  till  he  heard  the  unfounded  nature  of  the  report  on  which  he 
acted,  hurried  up  at  speed  and  went  in  on  the  right,  only  a  few 
moments  before  firing  ceased,  at  dusk,  too  late  to  accomplish  the 
results  contemplated.  General  Toombs,  released  from  the  arrest  under 
which  he  had  been  since  the  \6th  instant,  came  upon  the  field  shortly 
after  his  brigade  went  under  fire,  and  accompanied  it  in  action.  He 
brought  me  orders  from  General  Longstreot,  directing  the  movements 
1  had  anticipated  and  was  then  making.  Night  came  on,  and  my 
troops  slept  on  the  field. 

Both  Anderson's  and  Toooabs'  brigades  suffered  severely  in  tho 
action.  In  the  former  brigade  of  five  regiments,  but  one  field  officer 
was  untouched.  Colonel  Wilson,  of  the  seventh  Georgia,  the  grey- 
haired  hero  of  many  fights,  fell,  mortally  wounded.  Officers  and  men 
never  behaved  better  than  did  mine  on  that  day.  On  the  morning  of 
theSlst,  I  took  up  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Sudley  ford,  cross* 
ing  at  it,  and  marching  to  Chantilly  the  next  day;    whence,  undr'' 
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«M[«n  from  GeMraI'Loogstrect,  I  sent  Toomb#  and  Andensoa^s  brtg- 
adea  to  the  support  of  General  JackaoD,  who  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  Ox  Hill.  These  brigades  took  np  line  of  battle4>n  the  right 
of  the  turnpike,  and  slowly  adyaneed  into  the  woods  bordering  it, 
•npposed  to  enntain  the  enemy.  Night  coming  on  and  no  enemy  be- 
ing risible,  my  troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  road  for  biroiiac.  Cap- 
tain Thurston  ordnance  officer  of  my  division,  was  here  captured 
%hile  carrying  my  oxders,  riding  into  the  enemy's  lines  by  mistake. 

Remaining  in  position  at  Ox  Hill  during  the  Snd,  Imarcned,  on  the 
Srd,  for  Leesburg  by  the  Dranesville  road,  crossing  Goose  creek  and 
reaching  that  place  on  the  evening  of  the  4th.  On  the  morning  of 
^th  September;  I  crossed  my  division  into  Maryland,  now  increased 
to  eix  brigades,  by  the  addition  of  Kemper's  brigade,  Pickett's  brig* 
ade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Garnett,  and  Jenkins'  brigade, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  marched  through  Buckeys- 
town,  and  camped  on  the  banks  of  the  Monoccacy,  marching  next  day 
io  the  Monoccacy  Junction  and  going  into  camp  near  Federiok  City. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  1  marched  through  Boonsboro'  Funks- 
town  and  Hagerstown,  camping  near  the  latter  place  on  ike  Williams* 
port  road,  on  the  12th. 

On  the  14th,  I  marched,  on  the  Frederick  road,  in  the  direction  of 
that  city,  hearing  heavy  firing,  leaving  Toombs'  brigade  in  command 
of  Hagerstown,  and  eleventh  Georgia  regiment,  of  Anderson's  brig- 
ade, in  charge  of  wagon  train.  Halting  just  beyond  Boonsboro', 
Drayton's  and  Anderson's  brigades  were  temporarily  detaehed  from 
my  command  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  D.  H.  Hill.  Witli  my 
three  othejr  brigades  present*  I  was  ordered,  by  General  Longstreet; 
So  march  to  a  pass  about  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  main  road,  through 
which  the  enemy  was  said  to  be  flanking  our  army. 

Reaching  the  pass  and  finding  the  report  incorreOt,  I  wia  directed 
to  bring  my  brigades  as  rapidly  as  possible  back  to  the  main  road  and 
So  the  mountain  top,  and,  under  orders  from  General  Longstreet, 
placed  Kemper  and  Garnett,  supported  by  Jenkins'  brigade,  in  position 
on  the  ridge  to  the  left  of  the  road  and  above  it.  While  taking  posi- 
tion, my  troops  were  exposed  to  severe  shilling,  and  shortly  after- 
wards, to  a  heavy  infantry  attack  in  overlrhelming  numbers.  Despite 
the  odds,  they  held  their  ground  until  dark,  when  the  brigades  on  my 
left  giving  way,  they  were  withdrawn  in  comparatively  good  order  to 
tiie  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue  his  advantage, 
and  our  troops  were  marched  to  Sharpsburg,  which  we  reached  on  the 
norning  of  the  15th.  On  this  march  Anderson's  brigade  was  assigned 
to  General  Hood,  to  act  as  a  rear  guard,  and  General  Toombs,  with 
two  regiments  of  his  brigade,  joined  me,  the  balance  of  his  brigade 
having  been  sent  to  Williamsport  with  wagons. 

My  command  took  possession  of  the  heights  in  front  of  and  to  tke 
right  of  the  town,  being  the  extreme  right  of  our  whole  line.  I  ord- 
ered General  Toombs  to  defend  the  brigde  over  th^  Antietam  oreek 
an  front  of  me,  with  tlte  second  and  twentieth  Georgia  regiments, 
reinforced  by  a  half  company  from  Jenkins'  br^ade  and  the  fiftieth 
•Georgia  regimenl^  a£  Drayton's  brigade.    These  raiftlsreeineiito  toek 
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but  smdl  part  in  ifbat  ensnod;  from  tBe  nature  of  ChelV  poaition.  TKa 
aneiDy  appeared  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  and  heavy  artillery 
irJDg  was  kept  up  daring  the  day,  continuing  also  the  iGth,  with  bat 
little  damage  to  my  command. 

Daylight  of  the  17th  of  September,  gare  the  signal  for  a  terrifie  . 
eannonade.  The  battle  raged  with  intensity  on  the  left  and  centre ; 
bnt  the  heavy  masses  in  my  front,  repalsed  again  and  again  in  their 
attempts  to  force  the  passage  of  the  bridge  by  the  two  regiments  be* 
fore  named,  comprising  four  hundred  and  three  men,  assisted  by  artil- 
lery I  had  placed  in  position  on  the  heights,  were  unable  to  effect  a 
crossing,  and  manoeyred  as  if  about  to  cross  below,  at  some  of  the 
numerous  fords.  My  command  had  been  further  reduced  on  the  right, 
by  detaching  Gamett's  brigade  to  the  front  of  the  town,  leaving  me 
for  the  defense  of  the  right,  with  only  Toombs'  two  regiments,  and 
Kemper's,  Drayton's  and  Walker's  brigades. 

When  it  its  known  that  on  that  morning,  my  entire  command  of  six 
brigades,  comprised  only  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
the  enormous  disparity  of  force  with  whidh  I  contended  can  be  seen. 

About  this  time  the  two  regiments  of  Toombs'  brigade,  seventeenth 
and  fifteenth  Georgia,  which  had  been  left  behind,  accompanied  by 
Sve  companies  of  the  eleventh  Georgia  regiment,  Anderson's  brigade, 
caae  upon  the  field  and  were  at  once  placed  at  General  Toombs'  dis- 
posal to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  bridge.  My  force  before  having 
been  too  weak  to  aid  him  with  a  single  man.  Before,  however,,  they 
eeuld  be  made  available  for  that  purpose  the  gallant  second  and  twen* 
tieth,  having  repalsed  five  separate  assaults  and  exhausted  their  last 
round  of  ammunition,  fell  back,  leaving  the  bridge  to  the  enemy. 
MiBaiiwhile  General  A.  P.  Hill  had  come  up  on  my  right,  and  was 
effecting  a  junction  with  my  line,  several  of  his  batteries  already  in 
poaition,  assisting  mine  in  firing  on  the  enemy  now  swarming  over 
the  bridge.  Undeterred,  except  momentarily,  by  this  fire,  the  enemy 
advanced  in  enormous  masses,  to  the  assault  of  the  heights.  Sweep- 
ing up  to  the  crest,  they  were  mowed  down  by  Brown's  battery,  the 
Iieroic  commander  of  which  had  been  wounded  but  a  few  moments 
before.  They  overcame  the  tough  resistance  offered  by  the  feeble 
forces  opposed  to  them,  and  gained  the  heights,  capturing  Mcintosh's 
battery,  of  General  Hill's  command.  Kemper  and  Drayton  were 
driven  back  through  the  town ;  the  fifteen  South  Garolina,  Oolonel  De 
Bttusure,  fell  back  rery  slowly  and  in  order,  forming  the  nucleus  on ' 
which  the  brigade  rallied.  Jenkin's  brigade  held  its  own,  and  from 
its  position  in  the  orchard,  poured  a  destructiv&«fire  on  tho  enemy. 

General  Toombs,  whom  I  had  sent  for,  arriving  from  the  right,  with 
»  portion  of  his  brigade  and  part  of  the  eleventh  Georgia  regiment, 
was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy.  This  he  did  most  gallantly,  sup- 
ported by  Af  Cher's  brigade,  of  Hill's  command,  delivering  fire  at  less 
than  fifty  yards,  dashing  at  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet,  forcing  him  ' 
from  the  cr-est  and  foUowiog  him  down  the  hill,  Mcintosh's  battery 
was  retaken^  and^  assisted  by  other  pieces  which  were  now  brought  up 
to  the  edge  of  the  crest,  a  terrific  fire  was  opened  on  the  lines  of  the 
pnemy  between  the  iSlope  and  the  creek,  i^ich  finally  breaking  them, 
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9a«8ed  a  eo^Taled  retr^t  to  the  bridge.  Night  had  now  come  ob^ 
putting  an  end  to  the  conflict,  and  leaving  my  command  in  poeaea^on 
of  the  groand  we  had  held  in  the  morning,  with  the  exeeptidn  of  the 
bridge.  In  this  daj's  battle  fell  Lieut.  Colonel  Holmes,  second  (Jeorgisy 
and  Colonel  Mulligan,  fifteenth  Georgia,  dying  as  brave  men  should  do. 

In  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  much  sharpshooting  took  place,  con- 
tinuing all  day.  At  nine  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  I  took  up  line  of  march  for 
the  Potomac,  which  river  I  crossed,  taking  with  me  all  my  artiileryi 
wagons  and  material,  without  any  loss  whatever,  camping  near  Shep- 
herdstown,  Virginia,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th. 

I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  oflSoers  and  mea 
of  my  command. 

To  my  staff,  I  am  particularly  indebted.  Major  Conard,  my  A.  A. 
General,  displayed  on  all  occasions  that  cool  courage  and  discrimina- 
tion which  predict  for  him  a  brilliant  military  career.  I  am  mack 
gratified  at  bis  well  merited  promotion. 

Captain  Osman  Latrobe,  my  inspector  general,  on  all  occasions,  and 
particularly  at  Sharpsburg,  conducted  himself  with  distinguished 
gallantry.  Wherever  the  battle  raged  hottest,  there  was  he  directing 
and  encouraging  the  troops.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion 
to  the  rank. of  major.  Surgeon  Barksdale,  of  my  staff,  did  more  thaa 
his  duty,  czpoEing  himself  on  the  field,  and  rendering  me  TaluabU 
assistance. 

Captain  Philip  B.  Jones,  Jr.,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  displayed 
great  gallantry,  carrying  my  orders  through  the  heat  of  battle.  Cap- 
tain £.  N.  Thurston,  my  ordnance  officer,  previous  to  his  capture  at  Ox 
Hiil,  carried  my  orders  with  great  promptness,  displaying  perfect  cool- 
ness on  all  occasions  when  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
I  ^Ij  regular  aid-de-camp.  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Ford,  during  the 
recent  campaign  was  acting  as  assistant  quartermaster  of  my  division, 
and  discharged  the  duties  of  his  ofiice  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  It 
affords  me  pleasure  to  mention  in  the  highest  terms  the  efficiency  of 
Major  Moses,  my  division  commissary. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Williams,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  was  of  much 
Service  to  me.  He  was  with  me  throughout  the  campaign,  and  never 
for  one  moment  did  he  falter  in  his  zeal  for  the  service,  or  his  con- 
spicuous coolness.  I  heartily  recommend  him  for  a  commission  in  the 
Confederate  service.  Captain  H.  E.  Young,  A.  A.  General,  and  Mr. 
^Hugh  Rose,  volunteer  aids  for  the  occasion,  served  most  faithfully, 
obeying  with  cool  courage  and  much  gallantry,  all  orders  given  them. 

D.  B.  JONES,  Major  General. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  R.  JONES  OF  OPB^  • 
RATIONS  FROM  SEPTl^BER  7th»  TO  DECEMBER  12tk, 
ISM. 

Headquarters  Jones*  Brigade,  > 
January  i\f  1863.  J 

Major  Pendleton, 

A,  A,  G.J  Headftwrters  Second  Corps: ' 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  received  from  corps  headquarters, 
I  rcBpectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  Jaelc- 
son^s  division,  daring  the  period  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command 
it,  being  from  September  7th,  to  December  12th,  1868: 

The  division  reached  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  on  the  7th  Sep- 
teinber,  and  was  encamped  one  mile  from  the  city,  with  the  exception 
of  Jones'  brigade,  which  was  placed  in  the  city  as  provost  guard.  1 
fonnd  the  division,  at  this  time,  very  much  reduced  in  numbers  by  the 
recent  severe  battles  and  the  long  wearisome  marches.  Orders  were 
received  on  Tuesday  night,  10th  September,  to  march  at  three  o'clock 
the  following  morning.  The  march  was  continued  across  the  Potomac^ 
at  WiUiamsport,  through  Martinsburg  to  the  vicinity  of  Harper's 
Ferry. 

It  is  impossible,  at  this  point,  to  pay  the  well  merited  tribute  to 
the  conduct  of  the  soldiers  of  this  division  during  their  march 
through  Maryland.  Never  had  the  army  been  so  dirty,  ragged  and 
ill-provided  for  as  on  this  march,  and  yet  there  was  no  marauding, 
no  plundering.  The  right  of  person  Mui  property  were  strictly  re- 
spected, eliciting  the  following  comparison  from  the  N^w  York 
World,  of  December  15th:  "The  ragged,  half-starved  rebels  passed 
through  Maryland  without  disorder  or  marauding,  without  injury  to 
the  country,  showing  their  excellent  discipline.  The  well-fed,  welU 
clothed  Union  soldiers  laid  waste  everything  before  them,  plundering 
houses,  hen-roosts  and  pig-pens,  showing  an  utter  want  of  disci* 
pline." 

Capture  op  Harper's  Ferry. 

Encamped  four  miles  from  Harper's  Ferry.  On  the  14th,  orders 
were  received  te  move  the  division  near  the  Potomac  and  above  Boli- 
var Heights,  on  which  the  enemy  was  strongly  posted.  Commanding 
positions  were  secured  for  the  batteries  and  a  heavy  fire  opened  upon 
the  works  of  the  enemy  and  their  line  of  battle,  while  good  work  wae 
done  by  our  batteries.  The  enemy  replied  without  effect,  not  a 
single  casualty  occurring  in  the  division.  Towards  night  I  ordered 
the  division  to  move  near  the  river,  directing  Starke's  brigade  to  rest 
on  the  river  road  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  his  escape,  if  he 
should  attempt  to  do  so.  At  dawn,  on  the  15th,  the  attack  was  re- 
newed, and  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  garrison  surrendered,  much  to 
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tbe  joj  of  tbe  toil-worn  Boldiers,  who  wero  ready  again  to  eaconBter 
the  enemy,  if  necessary.  At  three  o'clock,  P*  M.^  orders  were  re« 
oeived  to  march  back  to  camp,  and  cook  two  days'  rations,  and  be 
ready  to  march.  Tbe  cooking  was  Aoq»  aboat  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
and  at  one  the  march  was  commenced,  reaching  the  Potomac  at 
sunrise.     The  division  was  hurried  across,  and  on  to  Sharpsburg. 

Battle  of  Sharpsburo. 

Resting  far  two  hours  in  a  grove  a  mil^  from  Sharpsburg,  the  dtwia- 
ion  was  again  put  in  motion,  and  took  op  its  position  oti  the  extreme 
Ipft,  its  right  resting  on  the  Sharpsburg  tad  Hagerstown  turnpike. 
A  double  line  was  formed — the  front,  composed  of  Jones'  and  Win<» 
der^s  brigades,  placed  in  an  open  field,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Colonol  Grigsby ;  Taliaferro's  and  Stuart's  brigades  forming  the 
reserves,  placed  at  the  edge  of  a  wood,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Starke;  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
dier General  J.  B.  Jones. 

This  disposition  was  made  about  two  hours  before  night,  on  the 
16th  of  September,  1862.  Two  companies  were  at  once  thrown  forward 
as  skirmishers,  and  Foague's  battery  was  placed  in  tbe  road  on  the 
right.  A  battery  of  the  enemy,  about  five  hundred  yards  in  front  and  to 
the  right,  was  playing  upon  the  troops  of  Hood's  division,  which  waa 
on  my  right.  Poague's  battery  opened  briskly  upon  it  and  silenced 
it  in  twenty  minutes.  The  skirmishers  were  warmly  engaged  until 
night.  The  troops  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  the  silence  of  whioh 
was  broken  by  occasional  firing  from  the  skirmishers.  At  the 
dawnof  day,  on  the  17th,  the  battle  opened  fiercely.  A  storm  of 
shell. and  grape  fell  upon  the  division  from  several  batteries  in  fronts 
and  at  very  short  range,  ancT  from  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  on  the 
extreme  right,  which  enfiladed  the  position  of  the  division  and 
t6ok  it  in  reverse.  These  batteries  were  gallantly  replied  to  by  the 
batteries  of  the  division,  Poague's  Carpenter's  Brockenbrough's, 
Raines',  Gaskie's  and  Wooding's.  It  was  during  this  almost  unpre- 
cedented iron  storm  that  a  shell  exploded  a  little  above  my  head,  and 
so  stunned  and  injured  me,  that  I  was  rendered  unfit  for  duty,  and 
retired  from  the  field,  turning  over  the  command  to  Brigadier  General 
Starke,  who,  in  half  an  hour  afterwards,  advanced  his  lines  to  meet 
the  infantry  of  the  enemy  which  was  approaching.  The  infantry  be- 
came at  once  engaged,  and  the  gallant  and  generous  Starke  fell, 
pierced  by  three  balls,  and  survived  but  a  few  moments.  His  fall  cast 
a  gloom  upon  the  troops :  they  never,  for  a  moment  faltered,  but 
rushed  upon  the  enemy  and  dro^e  him  back. 

The  struggle  continued  for  several  hours,  the  enemy  all  the  time 
receiving  reinforcements  and  the  division,  not  numbering  over  one 
thousand  six  hundred  men  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  having  no 
support,  was  finally  compelled  to  fall  back  to  its  originaTline.  Early's 
brigade  coming  up  at  this  opportune  moment,  (Colonel  Grigsby  com- 
manding,) the  division  rallied  its  scattered  columns  and  joined  General 
Early,  and  drove  the  enemy  half  a  mile  from  the  fidd,  capturing  man j 
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prisoaerSy  ftiid  coTering  the  field  with  the  dead  wounded  of  the 
enemy. 

After  this  repulse,  .the  division  was  ordered  baok  to  a  grove  to.  reirt 
axwl  get  amnmnition,  when,  in  jW  evening,  it  again  advanced  to  the 
support  of  the  battery;  bat  did  not  become  engaged  with  the  enemy.  In 
this  bloody  conflict,  the  old  stonewall  division  loat  nothing  of  its  fair 
nai^e  and  fame.  Having  won  a  world-wide  fame  by  its  valor  and  en- 
durance in  the  splendid  campaign  in  the  valley,  it  entered  upon 
anothor  series  of  fights,  commencing  at  Richmond  and  going  through 
Cedar  Bun,  Manaasas,  Harper's  Ferry  and  Shatpshnrg,  enterinff  the 
last  weary  and  worn,  and  reduced  to  the  numbers  of  a  small  brigade, 
with  its  officers  stricken  down  in  the  many  fierce  engagements,  closing 
with  a  colonel  commanding  the  division,  captains  commanding  brig* 
ades,  lieutenants  commanding  regiments.  In  this  fight  every  maa 
-was  a  hero,  and  it  would  be  invidious  to  mention  particular  names. 

Winder's  brigade  was  commanded  sucbessively  by  Colonel  Grigsby 
and  Major  (now  Lieutenant  Colonel)  Williams,  fifth  Virginia  regi» 
meat ;  Jones'  brigade  by  Captains  Penn,  Page  and  Withers,  the  twe 
first  losing  a  leg ;  Taliaferro's  brigade,  by  Colonel  O.  W.  Jackson,  and 
Colonel  Sheffield;  Starke's  brigac^,  by  General  Starke,  Colonel  A.'L. 
Stafford,  ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  and  Colonel  Edward  Pendleton, 
fifteenth  Louisiana. 

1^  Unclosed  are  reporte  of  the  various  brigade  commanders,  which 
l^iTO  more  particularly  the  parts  taken  by  their  brigados.  ? 

Cfhe  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  furniabed,  amounting  to 
^bo.ut  seven  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

This  brief  report  is  respectfully  aubmittedi 

J.  R.  JONES, 
Brigadier  General  commanding: 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WtLCOX  OP  BATTLB 
OF  KELLERS  FORD. 

£[baimiua&ter8  Anderson^s  Division^  > 
October  II,  1862.  I 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrel,  Assisiani  Adjutant  General : 

'  Sir:  I  beg  to  Bubmit  the  following  report  of  an  affair  with 
tbe  ^emy  near  Kelly's  Ford,  on  the  Rappahannock,  on  the  SIst  of 
August  last.  This  skirmish  occurred  between  a  portion  of  General 
Featherston's  brigade  and  the  enemy,  and  afterwards  between  our 
artillery  and  the  enemy : . 

The  division  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  ford  on  the  Sf)th  of 
August,  and,  continuing  its  tnarch,  bivouacked  for  the  night  aboat 
five  miles  ffom  Kelly's  ford,  on  the  Rappahannock  Early  next* 
morning  the  march  was  resumed,  the  three  brigades  under  my  com- 
mand leading  the  advance.  The  march  was  continued  on. the  road  to 
Stephenirburg,  till  we  came  to  a  road  that  bore  off  to  the  right,  to 
Kelly's  ford.  My  command  was  directed  to  take  this  road.  Ad« 
yancing  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  we  crossed  a  small  stream, 
Mountain  Run,  (my  brigade  did  not  cross  this  run,)  this  ran  being 

•  About  two  miles  from  the  ford.  We  had  not  advanced  far  beyond 
Mountain  Run  when  cavalry  pickets,  that  had  been  posted  on  this 
road  near  the  ford,  returned,  reporting  that  a  large  cavalry  force  had 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  and  were  advancing  on  the  road.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  two  regiments  from  Featherston's  brigaJk  to  be 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  one  on  each  side  of  the  road,  anSl  each  of 
these  regiments  to  be  preceded  by  &  line  of  skirmishers ;  the 
remainder  of  Featherston's  brigade  close  in  rear,  and  Fryor  in  rear 
of  Featherston. 

I  now  ordered  the  lines  to  advance.  This  had  not  continued  long 
when  a  shot  was  heard  on  the  right,  and  it  soon  became  quite  bri.^k, 
and  .extended  to  the  left.  Our  lines  continued  to  advance  until  the 
skirmiHhers  reached  a  fence.  This  was  about  one  thousand  yards 
from  the  Rappahannock — a  field  extending  down  to  the  river,  tHe 
ground  falling  gradually.  Some  four  hundred  yards  in  this  fiell,  a 
few  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  seen  On  the  far  side  of  the 
Rappahannock  the  enemy's  iamp  was  visible,  being  on  high  ground, 
much  higher  than  where  we  Were.  The  camp  covered  considerable 
apace.  The  skirmishers  continued  to  fire  at  each  other.  Two  of  my 
men  were  wounded  here. 

The  Major  General  commanding  now  directed  me  to  withdraw  my 
force  back  across  Mountain  Run,  leaving  a  picket  force  on  the  far 
aide.  I  directed  ^wo  companies  to  be  posted  at  the  junction  of  two 
roads,  both  of  which  led  to  the  ford  (Kelly's)  and  two  regiments  ia 
rear  of  these  companies  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards.^  The 
two  companies  left  at  the  forks  of  the  road  were  Captains  Feltvs 
and  Hardy's,  sixteenth  Mississippi  regiment;  the  twp  regiments  ia 
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tb^  rear  yfete  tbe  remainder  of  -tke  eixteenth  Mississippi  and  tbe 
twelfth  Mississippi.  The  enemy,  seeing  that  our  forces  had  witH- . 
drawn,  made  a  spirited  dash  with  his  cavalry  at  these  two  compames, ' 
and,  being  much  superior  in  numbers,  surrounded  them,  and  de« 
manded  a  surrender.  Captain  Feltus  immediately  gave  the  command 
to  ^'  fire^*^  which  was  done  with  effect,  killing  nine  horses  and  empty- 
ing several  saddles.  The  heavy  firing  caused  Colonel  Posey  to  send 
a  fiiird  company  to  the  assistance  of  these  two,  but  they  had  already 
driven  the  enemy  off,  and  now  fell  back  to  their  supports,  the  two 
regiments.  Colonel  Posey  now  posted  the  twelfth  Mississippi  in  a' 
corn-field  on  his  left,  which  fronted  upon  an  open  field,  no  danger 
being  apprehended  on  his  right,  as  there  was  a  dense  forest  on  that 
flank.  Scarcely  had  the  twelfth  Mississippi  taken  its  position  when 
a  very  large  cavalry  force  made  its  appearance  in  the  open  field,  at 
eome  distance  off,  but  showing  an  evident  design  to  attack.  Colonel 
Posey 'moved,  unobserved  by  the  enemy,  at  double-quick  time,  with 
the  sixteenth  Mississippi,  to  the  support  of  the  twelfth  Mississippi. 
He  had  barely  reached  his  position,  when  the  enemy's  cavalry  came 
down  in  line  at  full  speed.  When  at  good  range  the  command  to 
''  fire  ^  was  given,  and  one  volley  from  the  two  regiments  scattered 
the  cavalry,  with  the  utmost  confusion.  Some  thirty  saddles  were 
emptied,  and  the  cavalry  were  scattered  over  the  field  for  more  than 
ft  mile.  At  length  they  reformed,  far  off  from  the  infantry  that  had^ 
just  punished  them  so  severely.  But  they  were  in  full  view  of  where^ 
mj  own  and  General  Pryor's  brigades  were  resting,  on  high  sround, 
in  an  open  field,  on  the  far  side  of  the  Mountain  Bun.  I  directed 
Captain  Anderson,  Thomas  artillery,  to  come  into  battery  on.  high 
ground,  under  cover  of  some  pine,  with  his  Parrott  gun,  and  to  fire 
upon  them.  It  has  never  been  my  pleasure  to  witness  such  beautiful 
shots,  as  the  first  half-dozen  shell  that  were  thrown  at  them.  Each 
shell  burst  at  the  right  place  and  time,  and  seemed  to  create  more 
confusion  and  inflict  greater  less  upon  them  than  the  infantry  fire. 
This  artillery  fire  drove  them  entirely  out  of  view;  and  nothing 
more  was  seen  of  them  until  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  the 
cavalry  re-appeared.  Three  rifled  pieces  were  now  placed  in  position, 
and,  after  a  few  rounds,,  the  cavalry  fled  again  in  confusion. 

My  command  was  now,  near  sundown,  put  in  march  in  rear  of  the 
column|for  Stephensburg.  Just  at  this  time  the  enemy  re-appeared 
on  the  ground  where  his  cavalry  had  been  twice  ci^pulsed  by  our 
artillery.  This  time  he  came  with  four  pieces  of  rifled  artillery,  and 
began  to  fire  upon  us  as  we  were  moving  off.  It  was  now  quite  late, 
and  as  we  were  soon  out  of  sight  and  danger,  I  did  not  conceive  it 
necessary  to  return  this  fire,  as  my  orders  were  to  follow  the  re- 
mainder of  the  division,  which  was  now  in  motion. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  Posey,  sixteenth  Mississippi,  and 
Captain  Feltus  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  repelled  the 
attack  of  the  Federal  cavalry,  which  was  much  superior  in  numbers. 
Captain  Anderson,  of  the  Thomas  artillery,  also  displayed  much  skill 
in  Uie  handlitig  of  his  battery,  and  in  the  aocaracy  of  his  shots  aad 
the'^burstilig  of  his  sheMs.  ^ 
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In  this  affair  oar  lofls  was  two  (S)  killed  and  twelTO  (12)  wowided. 
Pursuing  our  march,  tfe  bivouacked  at  Stephensburg  at  one  o^clock 
hi  night. 

Very  respoctfully,  &c.,  &c.V 

0.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commttndingf  ffc.p  Ifc. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WILCOX  OF  SECOND 
BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

Headquarters  Anderson's  Ditision,  /       * 
Oc^er  II,  1868.         i 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  my  command  at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  on  the  SUth  of 
Augnst  last : 

The  command  of  General  Longstreet  biTOiiacked  on  the  night  of 
the  S7th  of  Augnst  at  W^hite  Plains.  On  the  following  day  the  marck 
was  resumed,  following  the  road  leading  through  Thoroughfare  Gap.. 
Arriving  near  this  gap,  it  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy,, 
supposed  to  be  in  strong  force.  Tho  three  brigades  under  my  com-^ 
mand — my  own,  Generals  Featherston's  and  Pryor's — were,  together 
with  two  batteries  of  artillery,  mostly  rifled  pieces,  detached  troxsk 
the  main  command  and  moved  off  to  the  left  over  a  rough  and  hillji}^ 
road,  in*  the  direction  of  Hopewell  Gap,  with  orders  to  force  our  wayy 
through  it  should  the  enemy  be  found  to  hold  it. 

After  a  tedious,  &tiguing,  and  rather  difficult  march,  the  gap  was. 
reached  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  Halting  the  column,  a  regiment  was. 
detached,  preceded  by  a  company,  both  under  the  direction  of  Briga-. 
dier  General  Pryor,  with  instructions  to  approach  the  pass  cautiously* 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  it  was  held  by  the  enemy,  and  if  so,, 
as  to  his  probable  strength.  In  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour,. 
General  Pryor  reported  that  he  had  threaded  his  way  through  the  pass, 
as  far  as  Antioch  Church,  near  one  mile  beyond.  The  troops  were- 
then  moved  forward  through  the  pass,  and,  after  posting  pickets  oa> 
•the  various  roads  and  mountain  paths  that -diverged  from  the  gap,  the 
command  at  twelve  o'clock  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Hopewell  Gap  is  about  three  miles  from  Thoroughfare  Gap,  being- 
connected  with  the  latter  on  the  east  side  by  two  roads,  one  of  which* 
is  impracticable  for  wagons.  The  enemy  had  been  at  ifhis  pass  dnring- 
the  day,  but  retired  before  night,  thus  giving  us  a  free  passage. 
Early  the  following  morning  our  march  was  resumed,  and  the  com- 
mand rejoined  at  half-past  nine,  A.  M.,  the  remainder  of  the  division, 
at  the  intersection  of  the  two  roads  leading  from  the  gapS'  above- 
mentioned. 

Pursuing  our  line  of  march.,  together  with  the  division,  we  passed 
by  Gainesville,  and,  advancing  some  three  miles  beyond,  my  three* 
brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  and  at  right  angles: 
to  2ie  turnpike.  Having  advanced  near  three*quarters  of  a  mile,  we* 
were  then  halted.  The  enemy  was  in  our  front  and  not  far  distant.. 
Several  of  our  batteries  were  placed  in  position  on  a  commanding 
eminence  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike.  A  cannonading  ensued  2^30^ 
contiaued  Sof  an  ^our  ^r  two,  to  which  the  enemy's  artillery  replied. 
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At  balf-past  foar  or  fire,  P.  M.,  the  diree  brigades  were  moved seroas* 
if  tiie  right  of  the  turapike,  a  mile  or  more»  to  the  Manaiaas  G^ 
railroad.  While  here  musketry  was  heard  to  oar  left  on  the  turnpike. 
Thie  firing  continued  with  more  or  less  viracity  until  eundpwik* 
Now  the  command  wae  orderd  back  to  the  turnpike,  and  forward  on 
'  this  to  the  support  of  Gren«  Hood,  who  had  become  engaged  with  the 
enemy  and  had  driven  him  back  some  distance,  inflicting  acTere  loes 
upon  him^  being  checked  in  his  successes  by  the  4<^rkQesa  of  the 
night. 

After  reaching  General  Hood's  position,  but  little  musketry  was 
beard.     All  soon  became  <|uiet.     Our  pickets  were  thrown  out  to  the 
front.     The  ene«y's  camp-fires  soon  became  visible,  extending  £ar  off 
to  our  left,  front  and  right.     Remaining  in  this  position  until  twelro 
o'clock  at  night,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to 
the  rear,  and  bivouacked,  pickets  being  left  to  guard  our  front.   Before 
sunrise  the  next  morning,  August  40th,  the  pickets  began  to  fire.  At 
times  it  became  quite  rapid.   The  enemy  could  be  seen  relieving  their 
skirmishers.     The  firing  between  the  skirmishers  continued  with  but 
little  intermission  throughout  the  day.     Batteries  were  plaoed  in  po- 
.    sition  on  the  left  of  tl^  turnpike  on  commanding  heighta  where  they 
had  been  the  day  before.     They  soon  attracted  the  fire  of  the  eaemy's 
artillery. 
^     Before  seven,  A.  M.,  IVyor'a  brigade  was  placed  in  position  in  line 
at  right  angles  to  the  turnpike,  in  rear  of  a  fence,  in  woods — anLGpen 
field  extending  to  tiie  front  more  than  a  mile,  the  surface  of  whick 
was  varied  with  a  succession  of  valleys  and  hills — Feathersteii's  brig* 
ade  in  line  on  his  left,  and  extending  so  far  to  the  left  as  to  be  in 
contact  with  the  extreme  right  of  General  Jackson's  conMnand.     My 
brigade  was  in  the  woods  to  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  the  line  oocu*  • 
pied  by  the  other  two  brigades.    In  front  of  General  Pryor»  in  the 
open  field,  was  Col.  Law's  brigade  (Hood's  division ;)  on  tbe  right  of  the 
road  was  Gen.  Hood's  brigade,  in  the  woods ;  extending  far  to  tlie  ti^t 
of  Hood  were  other  brigades  of  the  division.     The  infantry  and  ar* 
tillery  fire  continued  during  most  of  the  day.     At  times  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  artillery  were  plainly  visible,  moving  in  different  diree« 
tions,  both  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road.     Wagons  could  be-  seen 
moving  off  in  tlA  direction  of  Bull  Bun,  and  clouds  of  dust  further 
off  in  that  direction.    About  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry were  seen  emerging  from  a  wood  upon  an  open  field,  in  line  of 
battle,  the  woods  and  field  being  in  front  of  Jackson's  extireme  right 
and  to  the  left  and  near  Featherston's  brigade.    This  field  was  abeut  five 
hundred  vards  wide  and  terminated  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yirds 
from  Jackson's  line — ^tbe  ground  here  rising  rather  steeply  for  a  short 
distance,  and  then  level  to  the  raUroad,  behind  the  embaiJunent  of 
which,  at  this  point,  were  Jackson's  men.     Seeing  this  advanoe  of 
the  enemy,  I  repaired  at  once  to  the  interval  between  Prror's  and 
Featherston's  brigades.    Frcun  this j>oint  there  was  ui  exaelient  view 
of  the  field,  and  not  more  than  four  hundred  yurds  distant.    Xlie  first 
line  of  the  enemy  advanced  in  fine  style  aoross  the  open  4eld.     There 
^was  but  little  to  oppose  them»  Tbej  were  fired  ep<Wb7  MTimll^taaad 
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difimtslienr;  bnttfa^y  oontitttied  to  advanee,  and,  aseenffiiig  tlie  riM 
above  referred  to;  came  within  full  view  of  Jacksen's  lihe»  and  were 
here  received  wi^  a  terrific  fire  of  mnsketry,  at  short  range.  Thej 
hesitated  for  an  instant,  recoiling  slightly,  and  then  advanced  to  near 
the  eaiiMinkment.  Twice  did  I  'see  this  line  advance  and  retire,  ez» 
posed  to  a  clx>se  and  deadly  fire  of  masketry.  Seeing  a  second  line  is^ 
■Btiing  from  the  woods  npon  the  field,  I  was  in  the  act  of  ordering  a 
battery  to  be  placed  in  a  position  to  fire  npon  them,  when  a  battery 
was  directed  by  the  Major  General  commanding  to  fire  upon  them  ; 
this  battery  being  near  the  tnmpike,  in  an  excellent  and  commanding 
pdsition.  The  fire  of  this  battery  was  most  opportunely  delivered 
upon  this  advancing  line  of  the  enemy.  They  were  caught  in  the 
open  field.  The  effect  of  every  shot  could  be  seen.  A  rapid  fire  of 
shot,  shell,  atid  spherical  cade,  delivered  with  admirable  predsion, 
checked  their  advance.  As  the  shells  and  spherical  case  would  burst 
over,  iti  front;  and  near  tiiem,  their  ranks  would  break,  hesitate  and 
scatter.  This  artillery  fire  alone  broke  regiment  after  regiment,  and 
drove  them  back  into  the  woods.  Seeing  these  successive  lines  and 
regknents  of  the  enemy  checked  and  finally  driven  back,  and  yet  their 
front  line  quite  close  upon  Jackson's  line,  thus  leaving  an  interval  of 
xdore'  than  six  hundred  yards  between  them  and  the  broken,  retreating 
lines,  I  ordered  Gen.  Featherston  to  move  his  brigade  by  the  flank,  rap*^ 
idly  down  the  slope  in  his  front,  and  thus  take  in  rear,  or  intercept 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  that  were  so  closely  engaged  with  Jackson. 
This  order  i^as  repeated  three  times,  and  in  the  most  positive  and  per^ 
emptory  manner;  but  it  was  not  obeyed.  At  length  the  front  line 
of  the  enemy,  sadly  thinned  by  the  close  fire  of  Jackson's  men  behind 
the  railway  bank,  broke  and  fell  back  with  great  precipitancy  anddis* 
order,  followed  by  a  portion  of  Jackson's  troops.  Featherston  now 
descended  the  slope  in  his  front,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit  across  the 
open  field«     Pryor's  brigade  was  aUo  ordered  to  follow  rapidly. 

The  fleeing  enemy,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  endeavored  to  re^ 
form,  and  to  contest  the  field  with  us;  but  our  men,  inspirated  byifaeir 
saccesd,  eagerly  rush  forward,  scarcely  halting  to  deliver  their  fire. 
The  Federals  are  forced  to  continue  their  hurried  retreat.  The  wood 
through  which  the  enemy  fled,  some  six  or  seven  hundred  yards  wide, 
are  at  length  crossed,  and  a  second  field  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
wide  is  in  our  front.  The  surface  of  this  field,  beginning  near  the 
woods,  ASoends  slightly,  and,  then  descending  somewhat  further, 
rises  again  higher  than  it  is  near  the' woods.  .In  the  edge  of  this  field, 
I  directed  my  command  to  halt  for  a  few  minutes  to  reform  line,  they 
having  become  broken  and  somewhat  scattered,  from  their  rapid  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  and  traversing  the  thick  woods.  While  my  men 
were  reforming,  I  rode  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  in  front  of  me,  atid 
saw  two  entire  regiments  descending  rapidly  into  the  valley.  ThA 
tiate  lost  in  reforming  my  men  enabled  these  retreating  regiments  td 
gain  shelter  in  the  woods  on  the  far  side  of  the  field.  It  is  proper 
that  f  should  state  that  the  field  in  which  my  command  was  now  be* 
ing  formed,  was  swept  by  a  brisk  artillery  fire,  about  twelve  hundred 
yards  Artabl^  the  mm,  being  but  indifferently  protected  by  the  ridge 
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in  front.    Ilis  fire  was  lK>rn6  bj  ^e  men  viA  gtpui  eoolndm,  -Ho  JKf* 
order  or  embarrassment  being  perceptible. 

Being  now  occupied  ia  forming  the  cotamand  for  an  advaneo  serosa 
the  field  into  the  woods,  where  the  enemj  had  retreated,  and  for  the 
attack  npon  the  batteries  to  oar  right  and  front,  that  weredeliiF^ringa 
most  annoying  fire  npon  ns,  I  was  ordered  by  the  Major  General  eom* 
manding,  to  more  with  my  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike  to  the 
support  of  General  Hood.  I  now  directed  General  Pryor,  who  was 
near  me,  to  confer  with  General  Featherston,  and  to  indicate  to  him 
my  plans  for  the  farther  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  For  information  as 
to  th^  services  of  these  two  brigades  in  the  subsequent  part  of  the 
action,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  their  respective  eommand- 
ers  herewith  enclosed.  In  obedience  to  the  orders  above  mentioned, 
I  marched  my  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  and  advanced  on 
that  side.  '      * 

In  all  of  this  change  o&f>oBition,  (in  all  more  than  two  miles,)  the 
brigade  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  at 
two  different  parts  of  the  field,  I  had  to  bear  o£f  to  the  rear  so  as  hot 
to  obstruct  the  fire  of  our  own  artillery.  This  caused  some  little  de* 
lay  in  my  advance.  On  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  the  enemy  seemed 
to  have  been  driven  back  even  faster  and  further  than  on  the  kflfc. 
Seeing  no  person  to  tell  me  where  General  Hood  was  engaged,  I  con- 
tinned  to  advance  as  rapidly  as  possible,  frequently  at  double-quick 
time«  and  in  the  direction  of  the  most  advanced  and  heaviest  firing. 
At  length  having  crossed  a  deep  ravine,  and  risen  te  die  summit  of 
the  ascent  on  the  far  side,  the  portion  of  the  field  where  the  miis* 
ketry  fight  was  then  -  going  on,  was  in  close  proximity,  it  being  in  a 
skirt  of  woods  bordering  a  small  stream,  not  three  hundred  yards  dia« 
tant.  To  reach  this,  there  was  an  open  level  fieli,  and  then  &  abort 
and  abrupt  descent  to  the  stream.  While  crossing  this  field,  we  were 
exposed  to  a  oloae  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  from  a  battery  in  front 
of  where  our  men  were  then  engaged.  In  addition  to  this,  two  brig- 
ades of  the  enemy's  infantry,  who  were  approaching  obliquely  the 
field  where  the  musketry  fire  was  then  raging,  reaching  the  crest  of  a 
hill,  and  seeing  my  brigade  moving  to  the  same  point,  halted  and 
fired  a  volley  deliberately  at  my  men,  but  at  near  five  hundred  yards . 
distant.  They  fired  one  after  the  other ;  the  leading  brigades  moved 
to  the  rear  after  firing  through  the  intervals  of  the  second.  The  balls 
in  each  came  near,  but  inflicted  a  trifling  loss,  only  two  or  three  men 
wounded  slightly.  It  w^s  now  late,  sundown.  My  men  crossed  the 
little  stream  near  which  the  fight  was  then  still  raging,  passed  through 
the  woods  skirting  it,  and  then  changed  direction  to  the  left,  ap 
as  to  occupy  the  same  line  that  our  troops  were  then  occupying.  They 
were  then  thrown  into  the  woods,  and  cautioned  to  be  carelul  not  to 
fire  upon  our  own  men,  who  were  then  engaged.  My  men  entered 
^here  Wright's  brigade  had  been  engaged,  and  near  where  General 
Toombs  had  been  engaged.  This  was  the  first  time  that  my  men  had 
been  engaged  in  close  musketry  fight  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike. 
tThe  fighting  here  was  soon  over,  but  the  musketry  fire  was  of  the 
heaviest  kind  while  it  lasted.    The  firing  continued  tilL^after  dark  for 
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niiitfeikafiftikatf  bfOW^aftdtheDgrdlatlly^seM  The  artillery  eon* 
tmiied  to  fire  after  the  musketry  had  ceased,  bat  by  half^past  eight 
o'dock  it  had  all  ceased*  My  brigade  bivouacked  at  this  point  of 
the  field,  which  was  the  most  adyanced  point  reached  by  our  iu&ntry, 
aflnd  near  die  hill  where  Bee  and  Bartow  fell,  on  the  2  let  July,  1861, 
Ae  first  battle  of  Manassas. 

The  list  of  casualties  of  the  three  brigades  having  been  previously 
forwarded,  it  will  suffice  to  state  that  the'  entiire  loss  of  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  was  three  hundred  and  thirty,  (four  missing.) 

In  closing  this  report,  I  beg  to  assure  the  Major  General  command- 
ing, that  both  men  and  officers  of  my  brigade  behaved  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable  to  them.  I  will  only  bring  to  his  favorable  notice 
in  this  report  the  four  regimental  commanders  of  the  brigade,  viz : 
Major  Williams,  commanding  ninth  Alabama ;  Major  Herbert,  eighth ; 
Captain  Saunders,  eleventh,  and  Major  Caldwell,  tenth  Alabama.  It- 
will  be  seen  that  there  was  no  field  officer  of  higher  rank  than  Major, 
and  of  those  but  three^ 

To  my  personal  staff,  Captain  Walter  E.  Winn,  A.  A.  Oeneral,  and 
LieutenaBt  M.  M.  Lindsey,  nineteenth  Mississippi,  my  thanks  are  ea« 
peeially  due  for  their  willingness  and  promptness  in  rendering  their 
eerviees  at  all  times  during  the  engagement. 

I  would  also  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  private  J.  C.  Causey,  of 
the  third  Virginia  cavalry,  my  courier,  who  received,  late  in  the  ac« 
tipn,  (after  dark,)  a  painful  wound  on  the  head,  from  a  piece  of  shell, 
while  carying  an  order  to  one  of  my  regiments. 

The  enclosed  reports  of  Generals  Featherston  and  Pryor,  will  bring 
to  your  notice  such  instances  of  men  and  officers  in  their  brigades  aa 
sre  deserving  of  commendation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  etc.,  tfc. 


Digitiz#y  Google 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FRENCH'S  REPORT  OF  HIS 
NIGHT  ATTACK  ON  THIS  SHIPPING  AND  CAMP  Of 
GENERAL  McCLELLAN. 

Headquarters,  Pij^tejrsburg,  Va.,  August  31,  186i. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

General:  Numerous  causes  have  prevented  my  sending  yon  a 
report,  ere  this,  of  an  attack  on  the  shipping  and  camp  of  General 
McClellan,  by  the  expedition  under  my  command,  on  the  night  of  th« 
3 1  St  of  July  last. 

On  the  morning  of  July  29th,  you  directed  me  to  have  thehrigad.  s 
'  commanded  by  Colonels  Planning  and  Daniel  ready  to  move  the  f >1- 
lowing  night.  But  when  I  had  an  interview,  that  evening  at  len,  P. 
M.y  you  directed  me  to  hav^  them  move  at  seven  o'clock  the  next 
morning^together  with  six  batteries  of  field  artillery.  All  started  a: 
the  hour  named,  and,  according  to  instructions,  halted  at  a  saw  mill, 
some  seven  miles  distant,  on  the  road  to  Coggings  Point.  I  left  Pe- 
.tersburg  at  ten,  A.  M.,  and,  on  arriving  at  the  mill,  found  you,  ii; 
company  with  General  VV.  N.  Pendleton,  of  the  artillery,  who  hid 
marched  there,  under  your  orders,  in  command  of  thirty-two  fieii 
guns  and  four  siege  pieces. 

Although  you  had  on  the  day  previous  shown  me  General  Lee'^ 
letter  suggesting  that  I  would  have  charge  of  the  expedition,  it  was 
there  for  the  first  time  made  known  to  me  that  you  designed  the 
attack  to  be  made  at  night,  and  showed  me  some  sketches  of  Coggin's 
Point,  a  sort  of  peninsula,  round  which  the  James  river  sweeps, 
diminishing  its  width  to  about  a  thousand  yards,  and  directly  oppo- 
site to  which  is  Harrison's  landing.  Beyond  this  landing  were  large 
encampments  of  the  enemy,  his  shipping  extending  above  and  below 
for  a  distance  of  two  miles.  No  time  could  be  lost ;  so,  in  company 
with  General  Pendleton  and  some  of  his  field  officers,  I  proceeded  t^ 
examine  the  ground  and  select  positions  for  the  guns,  and  observe 
the  enemy.  This  reconnoissance  occupied  us  until  about  nine  o'clock 
and  caused  a  delay  in  the  advance  of  the  artillery.  On  our  return 
we  met  the  advance  guns  and  ordered  thorn  to  be  halted,  and,  at  the 
suggestion  of  General  Pendleton,  I  determined  to  report  to  yon  that 
an  attack  could  not  be  made  that  night,  chiefly  because  the  night  wa$ 
far  advanced,  the  darkness  intense,  and  that  many  of  the  officers  wh.^ 
would  command  batteries  had  not  examined  the  ground,  the  roads, 
nor  the  shipping  they  designed  to  fire  on,  and  many  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  far  in  the  rear.  I  found  you  at  the  Merchant's  Hope  church, 
where  you  ha|},  posted  the  {wo  brigades  of  infantry.  In  company 
with  General  Pendleton,  I  explained. to  you  the  necessity  of  delaying 
the  attack.  Tou  expressed  apprehensions  of  a  failure  if  not  made  at 
once,  believing  our  position  and  force  would  be  discovered  by  the 
enemy  on  the  morrow,  and  then^  announcing  that  the  expedittoa  ira» 
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jinder  mj  commancl,  jafofmad  me  yoa  would  return  to  Petersb^urg. 
The  balance, of  the  night  was  mostly  passed  in  placing  the  different 
batteries  in  the  shelter  of  the  woods^  to  prevent  them  being  seen  by 
feconnoissances  from  the  balloons  of  the  enemy ;  thus  it  was  four, 
A.  M.y  before  the  men  or  horses  got  any  rest.  The  letter  to  secuir^ 
euccesfly  I  found  it  necessary  to  order  the  particular  part  that  each 
coaunand  was  to  perform  ;  and  directed  that  the  officers  of  artillery, 
who  were  to  command  guns,  should  be  sent  to  pass  over  the  intricate 
roads,  the  difficult  grounds,  and  examine  the  sites  selected  for  the 
batteries  and  erect  stakes  to  direct  the  fire  pf  their  guns  at  night, 
according  to  the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  ground  not  admitting 
the.  advantageous  use  of  all  the  guns,  some  seven t;y  in  number,  it  ytvls 
deemed  best  to  leave  the  lighter  ones  behind.  All  being  in  readiness, 
and  finding  the  enemy  had  not  discovered  us  from  reconnoissances  in 
their  balloon,  atfour»  P.  M.,  Colonel  Brown  proceeded  to  Maycok's 
farm,.,  opposite  Westoyer,  with  twelve  guns  ;  Colonel  Coleman  followed 
to  Cc^gin's  Point,  with  eight  twelve-pounder  howitzers  ;  Major  Nel- 
son, with  eight  guns,  -to  a  position  on  his  left,  higher  up  the  bank  of 
the  river;  Colonel  Cutts,  with  eleven  long-range  guns,  ^till  above 
Major  Nelson;  and  Captains  Dabney  and  Milledge  were,  each  with 
two  siege  guns,  to  take  position  a  fourth  of  a  mile  below  the  dwelling 
of  Mr.  Kuffin,  making  forty-three  guns  in  all.  As  night  approached, 
thousands  of  lights  from  the  shipping  and  their  tents  disclosed  the 
objects  for  attack.  The  guns  were  silently  conducted  over  the  diffi- 
cult  ground  and  winding  roads,  and  before  twelve  all  the  guns  were  in 
position,  (except  two  siege  guns  under  charge  of  Captain  Milledge,) 
awaiting  action.  Silence  as  profound  as  the  darkness  of  the  night 
reigned  in  the  enemy's  camp.  At  a  signal,  the  thunder  of  over  forty 
guns  startled  them  from  their  midnight  slumbers.'  From  the  screams, 
scenes  of  wild  confusion  must  have  followed,  as  sailors  rushed  on 
the  decks  of  their  vessels  and  soldiers  fled  from  their  tents  in  mid- 
night darkness,  amidst  bursting  shells,  falling  fast  around  them.'  The 
gunboats  soon  returned  the  fire,  and  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  a  rapid  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  their  land  batteries,  but 
without  any  damage,  many  of  the  shots  passing  over  the  whole  length 
ef  the  point  or  peninsula.  The  red  glare  of  the  fire  of  so  many  guns 
and  exploding  shells,  on  such  a  night,  is  seldom  witnessed.  Gradu- 
ally the  firing  on  our  part  ceased,  and  the  guns  were  withdrawn, 
under  a  heavy  fire.  The  rain,  the  difficulty  of  seeing  the  roads  at 
all,  and  the  exposed  position  of  the  peninsula,  induced  us  to  leave 
ahe  caissons  behind,  with  the  baggage  wagons,  and  thus  the  number 
of  rounds  to  be  fired  was  limited ;  over  a  thousand  were  fired  on  our 
part.  What  damage  we  inflicted  on  their  vessels  and  their  camps 
probably  will  never  be  made  known,  but  considering  that  many  of  the 
guns  were  within  from  a  thousand  yards  to  a  mile  of  the  transports, 
^and  that  behind  them  was  one  vast  encampment,^  could  not  have 
been  otherwise  than  destructive.  Subsequent  information  from  de- 
serters, and  prisoners,  and  friends,  place  the  men  killed  at  over  forty, 
and  of  their  horses  a  greater  number.  Many  transport  steamers  ap- 
peared ia  iKodblk  greatly  damaged  shortly  after  the  attaiek.    Oar  lees 

Digitiz^y  Google 


n* 

from  the  enemj  was  one  man  killdd  and  two  woixnded.  Three  men 
were  wounded  by  the  careless  and  premature  discharge  of  one  of  our 
goDS,  and  two  men  slightly  injured  by  the  overturning  of  a  gtin  in 
the  road.  I  am  indebted  to  General  Pendleton  and  the  ofScers  under 
hinr  for  the  ftireful  and  successful  execution  of  the  parts /assigned 
them.  Colonels  Manning  and  Daniel's  brigades,  and  Major  Ross,  of 
the  second  Georgia  battalion,  at  RuflSn's  house,  protected  the  whole 
of  the  attack.  General  Ransom's  brigade  guarded  the  City  Point 
road  seven  miles  from  Petersburg.  Major  A.  Anderson,  Lieutenant 
G.  D.  Myers,  Captain  J.  A.  Baker,  Lieutenant  Shingleur,  Captain 
Overton  and  Lieutenant  .Storrs,  members  of  my  staff,  rendered  valua- 
ble services.  Of  the  command,  exposed  to  fire,  all  behaved  well, 
except  some  privates  belonging  to  the  siege  pieces.  I  enclose  tbe 
report  of  General  Pendleton. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, . 

S.  Gt.  FRENCH,  • 
Brigadier  Gen^rd, 
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BRIGADIER  GENERAL   PENDLETON'S  REPORT   OF  HI3 
NIGHT  ATTACK  ON  ENEMY'S  SHIPPING. 


Headquarters  Artillery  Corps,      > 
Near  Petersburg,  August  9,  1862.  J 

Brigadier  General  S.  G.  French, 

Commanding  Expedition : 

GcmirAL :  The  report  of  our  operations  m  attacking  the  onemy^s 
shipping  near  Coggin's  Point,  on  the  night  of  the  Slst^  July,  which  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  submit,  has  been  delayed  by  the  absence,  on 
other  duty,  of  one  of  the  officers  from  whom  it  was  necessary  to  obtain 
some  important  facts. 

General  Lee.  having  intimated  to  me,  on  Monday  28th  July,  his 
wish  to  effect  something  against  the  enemy's  boats  by  artillery  on  this 
Side  of  J^mes  river,  and  my  services  having  been  tendered  and  ac- 
cepted for  conducting  the  expedition,  I  detailed  from  the  reserve  artiU 
lery  und'er  my  command,  near  Richmond,  a  force  deemed  sufficient 
for  the  service,  and  placed  it  en  route  for  Petersburg  early  on  Teus- 
day,  29th  • 

This  force  consisted  of  certain  batteries  and  sections  of  batteries 
from  Colonel  Brown's  artUlery  regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutt's 
and  Major  Nelson's  artillery  battalions,  in  all  thirty-two  field  pieces 
and  two  heavy  rifles  or  seige  carriages,  manned  by  Captain  Dabney, 
with  the  men  and  horses  of  Captain  Milledge's  artillery  company, 
from  Major  Richardson's  battalion,  to  operate  two  other  large  rifles 
transported  by  railroad. 

The  command  reached  Petersburg  by  sunset,  July  29th.  General 
D.  H  Hill  commanding,  having  been  reported  to  early  in  the  day,  by 
telegram,  and  later  by  a  member  of  my  staff  sent  forward  for  the 
purpose,  we.  encamped  that  evening  a  short  distance  beyond  the 
city  on  the  Suffolk  road«  About  midnight  a  dispatch  from  General 
Uill  was  brought  me,  indicating  Coggin's  Point  as  our  destination, 
and  directing  me  to  have  my  command  ready  to  march  early  the  next 
morning.  Meantime,  Major  Allen,  of  Claremont,  arrived  at  Mr. 
Ware's,  where  I  was  lodging,  and  gave  me  information,  deemed  valua^ 
ble,  respecting  the  river  and  the  shipping.  This  we  proceeded,  very 
early  on  the  SOth,  to  submit  to  General  Hill.  We  had,  however,  set 
out  and  preferred  not  halting  for  a  conversation,  and  as  Major  Allen's 
duty  lay  in  a  different  direction  we  could  make  but  slight  use  of  his 
knoiyledge. 

The  infantry  force  and  several  batteries  brought  by  General 
Bill,  and  the  artillery  under  my  command,  reached  Perkinson's  saw* 
inill,  some  seven  miles  below,  by  tea  o'clock,  and  there  halted.  With- 
in an  hour  or  two  you  arrived,  and  we  were  informed  that  the  fleet, 
^.»  was  to  be  attacked  Ae  i^pro^ohing  night.  Mid  that  you  were  to 
Mperintend  the  expedition. 
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After  some  consaltation  it  was  determiatd  to  more  the  wkole  force 

forward  about  two  miles,  and  there  leave  wagons  and  caiaso&s.  Goloael 
Brown  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  were  detailed  with  o«riazn 
b&tteriesy  to  proceed  to  Wood's  Point  or  to  GIaremoiit»  if  Beeeasarj 
and  practicable.  The  other  guns  were  to  be  taken  bj  their  proper 
commanderSy  when  notified,  to  positions  which  adequate  reooanois- 
sahce  might  indicate  as  best.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gutt's,  Major  Nel- 
son and  Captain  Dabnej  were  summoned  to  accompany  yourself  and 
myself,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  each  staff,  on  this  recon- 
noissance. 

The  tour  proved  laborious  and  perplexing.  The  enemy^a  shipping 
lay  crowded  before  us;  but  positiona  were  difficalt  of  acoeea,  and  a 
night  approach  required  great  care.  In  consequence,  several  hours 
of  the  night  had  passed  before  notice  to  advance  could  be  given  the 
batteries.  In  the  haete  and  dark,  a  mistake  ocourred  also  respecting 
the  force  for  Colonel  Brown.  This  led  to  additional  delay,  and  I  be- 
came satisfied  the  movement  was  too  much  hurried  and  confoaed  for 
success  that  night. 

This  judgement  was  concurred  in  by  all  my  field  officers,  and  I  was 
happy  to  find  it  sanctioned  by  yourself,  bo  soon  aa  communicated. 
We  therefore  resolved  to  waive  further  proceeding,  and  report  to  Gen- 
eral Hill,  who  kindly  acquiesed,  though  much  disappointed,  and  an- 
ticipating  failure  the  next  night  from  the  probable  disclosure  of  our 
movement  to,  and  preparation  for  it  by,  the  enemy  the  ensuing  day. 

By  the  time  our  force  was  replaced  in  position  not  to  be  seeu  from 
the  enemy^s  balloon,  when  it  should  go  up  in  the  morning,  day  had 
dawned,  and  no  rest  or  refreshment  had  yet  been  taken  by  men  or 
horses. 

In  the  early  forenoon  of  the  Slat,  Greneral  Hill^  having  returned 
to  his  more  comprehensive  duties  in  Petersburg,  and  committed  the 
expedition  to  us,  you  issued  instruotiona  for  a  systematie  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  infantry  and  all,  towards  suecess  that  night,  and  I 
sketched  and  submitted  to  the  artillery  officers  an  ezaet  programme 
for  their  proceeding. 

Colonel  Brown  was  to  take  to  Major  Cock's  twelve  guns,  via :  four 
ten- pounder  Parrott  rifles,  two  Napoleons,  four  twelve-pounder  -hoif- 
itzers  and  two  siz-pounders,  under  Captains  Watson  and  Macon,  and 
Lieutenants  Thurmond  and  Fegram.  He  was  to  move  by  four^  P.  M., 
^0  as  to  approach  his  position  about  dusk. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  was  to  take  to  Coggin's  Poiut,  on  its 
right,  eight  twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Captains  Dance  and 
Joseph  Graham,  and  Lieutenant  Griffin* 

Major  Nelson  also  to  take  to  Coggin's  Point,  on  its  left,  eight  guns, 
viz  :  two  ten-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  two  three-inch  rifles,  two  twelve- 
pounder  howjtzers  and  two  six-pounders,  under  Captaina  Huokstep 
and  B.  C.  M.  Page,  and  lii^utenant  Woodruff. 
.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cuttp,  to  a  point  ewaiderably  farther  on  the 
left,  eleven  long-range  guns,  via :  eight  Parrott  riflea,  two  three-inch 
xifles  and  one  ^apoleen,  uuder  Cl»pt94iM  Li^e  a(»d  Boaa,  and  Lieu-. 
tenant  Kobertson. 
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I  GflpiMit  IMA 07  (Mtjor  Leim  not  hsving  theb  arrived  to  command 
I  the  heavy  battery)  to  a  poaition  atill  further  back  on  the  left,  near 
I  Mr  Ruffin's  r^sideneoy  the  fonr  large  rifles,  to  be  operated  by  Captain 
I    Milledge  and  btm^eiC 

I  Tke  field  jand  coupaBy  officers  aaaigned  each  position,  were  directed 
I  ta  make,  ae  carefully  as  possible,  spedal  examinations  of  their  re- 
I  speetite  loeaiitiira,  and  to  adjust  guide-posts  for  pointing  their  guns. 
I  By  six,  P.  M.,  the  column  was  in  motion,  utmost  silence  being  en* 
I  joined  upon  all.  Dark  came  early  and  was  very  intense,  by  reason 
of  general  cloud  and  rain^  yet  through  this  and  along  the  difficult 
I   route,  the  whole  moved  successfully,  under  the  skillful  guidance  of 

patriotic  citiaens  familiar  with  the  region. 
'     At  midnight  the  signal  gun  was  to  fire.     It  was,  however,  half-past' 
twelve  before  all  was  ready  at  Coggin's  Point,  where  my  own  posi- 
tion had  been  chosen.     Then,  just  after  the  cry  from  the  enemy's 
sentries^  **  All's  well !  *'  the  fire  was  ordered,  and  the  whole  line  in- 
stantly pealed  forth,  in  all  the  terribleness  of  midnight  surprise. 
Lights  were  glimmering  on  ship-board  along  the  entire  shore  oppo* 
Bite ;  yet, in  the  river  and  the  camp  beyond,  the  stillness  of  sleep  pre- 
vailed.    To  be  compelled,  resisting  outrage,  to  meet  our  fellow  men  in 
<lesdly  shoelr,  cannot  but  be,  under  any  circumstances,  painful  to  a 
Chrifitinn  mind.    Especially  is  the  trial  glorious  when  we  must  be 
8)un  by,  er  slay,  those  who  were  so  lately  our  coiintrymen,  but  who 
baring  trampled  upon  our  rights,  now  seek  to  desolate  our  homes,  ap- 
propriate oar  soil,  kill  off  our  young  men,  degrade  our  women,  and 
Biibdae  us  into  abject- submission  to  their  will,  because  we  claim,  un- 
der our  own  government,  exemption  from  their  insults  and  their 
control     And  still  more  distressing  to  find  it. requisite  towards  con- 
tributing to  avert  the  ruin  threatened  by  malignant  millions,  thus  to 
Bead  the  sleeping,  however  unprepared,  to  their  great  account.     But 
painful  as  it  is,  just  as  it  is,  to  snatch  life  from  an  assassin,  whose  arm 
is  uplifted  against  our  best  beloved,  most  sacred  is  the  duty ;  as  such 
vas  this  attack  made,  the  issue  being  committed  to  unerring  wisdom. 
Such  considerations  imparted  a  mournful  solemnity  to  the  scene, 
where  so  many  sudden  flashes,  through  thick  darkness,  and  multiplied 
reverberations  startling  profound  stillness,  constituted  elements  of 
grandeur  rarely  combined.     Not  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  bring  to 
bear  agsinst  us,  in  so  exposed  a  position,  many  of  his  powerful  guns 
from^is  boats  or  his  land  batteries,  1^  had  limited  the  nearest  pieces 
to  twenty  rounds  esch,  and  those  more  remote  on  the  right  and  left 
to  thirty  rounds.     These  were  generally  fired,  making,  prpbably,  one 
thousand  shots  in  all,  and '  the  pieces  limbered  alad  quietly  taken  to 
the  rear. 

When  we  had  been  firing  about  fifteen  minutes,  large  shells  began 
to  be  returned  from  the  other  side,  some  apparently  from  gunboats 
and  some  from  the  land ;  but  with  scarcely  any  damage  to  us.  The 
two  guns  of  Oaptainr  Dance,  most  of  all  exposed,  having  been  taken 
down  a  ravine  to  the  river's  edge,  nithin  sik  or  eight  hundred  yards 
of  a. mrniber  ef  vessda^  were,  under  admirable  management,  with- 
drawn,  without  a  scratch,  after  firing  their  alletted  rounds.    Nor  was 
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injury  received  from  fhe  enemy  at  a  single  one  of  onr  field  gnns.  A 
good  many  shells  flew  oyer  as,  and  seemed  well  aimed  along  the  gen- 
eral-course we  liad  to  take.  But  they  passed  beyond,  pr  fell  ehort, 
or  when  the  ground  turned  us  to  the  right  t>r  left,  thev  deviated  the 
oiher  way.  These  occurrences  and  the  remarkable  fact,  that  just 
when  nearing  the  enemy,  our  batteries  had  to  pass  a  rocky  hill,  likely 
•  to  occasion  great  noise,  the  heariest  rain  fell  and  drowned  the  rattling 
of  wheels,  ^.,  made  upon  many  the  salutary  impression  that  a  kind 
Providence  favored  our  enterprise. 

Fortj-one,  out  of  the  forty-three  guns  enumerated,  were  brought 
into  action.  It  being  deemed  imprudent  to  crowd  more  in  the  space, 
and  the  two  heaviest,  intended  to  act  with  Captain  Dabney'e  long 
rifles,  Captain  Milledge  having  found  it  impracticable  to  get  suffici- 
ently early  into  position. 

The  casualties  we  suffered  were  as  follows :  At  one  of  Captain  Dab* 
ney's  large  guns,  by  an  exploding  shell  of  the  enemy,  one  man  killed 
and  two  wounded,  and  three  horses  slightly  injured.  In  Captain  R. 
C^  M.  Page's  battery,  by  their  own  carelessness,  from  their  own  fire, 
tiiree  men  were  wounded ;  and  at  one  of  Lieutenant  Thurmond^s  guns, 
by  its  overturning  in  the  road,  two  men  wounded.  In  all,  one  killed 
and  seven  wounded. 

The  amount  of  injury  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  we  could  not  accu- 
rately estimate.  Though  from  the  known  range  of  our  guns,  the 
*care  taken  in  adjusting  them,  and  the  great  number  of  objoets  at 
which  to  direct  fire,  less  than  serious  damage  could  scarcely  have  re- 
sulted. Statements  apparently  reliable,  have  also  reached  us,  derived 
from  the  admissions  of  the  enemy,  that  more  than  twenty  of  their 
vessels  were  considerably  injured,  and  thirty  or  forty  men  and  fifty 
horses  killed.     How  near  this  is  to  the  truth  I  cannot  judge. 

Every  officer  behaved  well,  and  nearly  every  man,  and  the  entire 
enterprise  was  really  a  signal  success. 

Rarely  has  difficulty  been  overcome  on  so  large  a  seale  under  so 
much  riflJc,  with  so  little  to  regret.  This,  while  to  be  gratefully  at- 
trlbLtel  to  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  should  also  be  credited  to 
the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged.  Colonel 
Br  jwn,  Lieutenant  Colonels  Cutts  and  Coleman,  and  Major  Nelson, 
who  directed  the  operations  of  their  respective  commands,  the  com- 
pany officers  who  skillfully  seconded  ^heir  efforts,  the  medical  and 
other  members  of  my  staff,  and  the  men  who,  with  persistent  care' and 
courage,  did  the  work,  are  well  entitled  to  praise  for  what  was 
acbieved. 

By  dawn,  August  Ist,  my  whole  command  was  far  enough  back  to 
take  a  few  hours'  rest,  well  earned  aild  much  needed.  When  thus 
sufficiently  refreshed  to  march  again,  we  moved,  in  compliance  with 
orders  from  yourself,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Petersburg,  where, 
awaiting  another  opportunity,  we  have  since  remained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brig.  Gemr^mdCkkfif  drtiOety. 
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REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL    HAMPTON   OF  OPE- 
RATIONS IN  THE  RECENT  ADVANCE  OF  ENEMT: 

•HBADQU4RTER8  FfRST   QrICADE   CAVALRTy  > 

At^ust  10,  1882.    .  ''  J       • 
Major  FiTZHUGH,  A.  A.  G. : 

Major  ;    I  haro  the  honor  to  sttbrnit,  for  the  information  of  the 
Major  General  eommanding,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  brigade^  on  the  recent  advance  of  the  enemy,  together  with  the 
reports  of  the  Colonels  under  mj  command : 

At  half-past  twelve,  A.  M.,  Aagnst  5th,  Colonel  Yonng  notified 
me  that  he  had  reeeiyed  information  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in 
froBt  of  Colonel  Baker,  and  that  they  were  apparently  advancing.  I 
seat  this  conrier  immecUately  to  General  Toombs  and  despatched  ano- 
ther to  endeavor  to  procure  accurate  information  as  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy.  This  latter  returned  before  daylight,  confirming 
fally  the  report  of  the  first  and  bringing  the  additional  informa- 
tion from  Colonel  Baker  that  the  enemy  were  in  strong  force  of  all . 
arsos.  This  courier  was  sent  forthwith  to  give  his  report  to  General 
Toombs  also,  and  I  then  ordered  out  the  reserves  of  Cobb's  legion  to 
proceed  with  them  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Baker ;  but  as  I  was 
about  to  le^ve  my  quarters,  having  previously  despatched  a  courier  to 
Major  General  Longstreet,  conveying  all  the  information  in  my  pos- 
session^ I  heard  the  ,enemT  open  firo  on  the  artillery  and  infantry 
stationed  at  Malvern  Hill.  ^  I  rode  at  once  to  the  quarters  of 
General  Toombs  and  communicated  the  intelligence  to  him,  suggest- 
ing to  him  the  propriety  of  reinforcing  his  troops  on  the  hill.  I  told 
him  that  if  he  would  take  reinforcements  to  the  hill,  and  would  let  me 
hare  Biame  artiUeryi  I  would  attack  the  Qjiemy  in  the  rear  near  Crew's 
hoaee.  This  was  agreed  on,  and  proceeding  with  the  Cobb  legion  and 
Moody's  artillery,  I  gained  the  position  from  which  General  Magru- 
der  had  attacked  -the  enemy  on  the  1st  July  ultimo.  On  reaching 
this  point,  I  found  the' enemy  on  the  same  ground  occupied  by  him 
in;tlie  battle  of  the  1st  of  last  month,  whilst  the  troops  which  had 
been  stationed  on  Malvern  Uill  were  retreating.  Fearing  for  mv 
rear  guard  and  having  only  three  pieces  of  artillery,  with  two  small 
sqaadronaof  cavalry,  I  withdrew  to  our  main  lines.  During  that  day 
I  held  the  enemy  in  strict  observance,  but  had  no  opportunity  to 
strike  ftl  him.  Our  picket  lines  were  established,  and  well  maintained. 
On  the  7th,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  reconnoitre  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy  with  my  command.  This  was  done  as  the  infan- 
try advanced  in  front.  I  proceeded  through  Gatewood  farm  to  Car- 
ter's mill.  The  enemy  had  retreated  and  a  few  stragglers  were  fallen 
in  with.  My  person^  observation  was  confined  to  tne  right  and  cen- 
tre of  my  line,  as  I  was  unable  to  leave  these  positions  during  the 
tvro  daw'  operations.  I  must,  therefore,  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Colonel  McGruder  for  information  as  to  the  occurrences  on  the  left. 
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where  he  was  stationed.  I  can  confirm  the  reports  of  Colonels  Baker 
and  Young  from  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  ata^od. 
I  neglected  to  state  that  whilst  consulting  with  General  Toormba  in 
the  morning,  a  courier  brought  to  me  news  of  the  attack  on  the  hill' 
and  a  request  to  the  General  from  one  of  his  officers  there  for  rein* 
forcemcnts.  t  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  th^  very  efficient  manner 
An  which  Colonel  Baker  maintained  his  picket  line,  and  to  the  timely 
information  he  furnished  us  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  This 
information  was  always  promptly  communicated  by  Lieutenant  Early 
and  these  officers  both  proved  themselves  watchf ill  and  eh^^rg^tie. 
The  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  McGruderhas  not  yet  been  dentin, 
though  it  has  been  called  for.  It  shall  be  forwarded  you  as  soon  as  it 
reaches  me.  Since  the  infanti^  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  picket 
line  the  enemy  have  made  constant  demonstration  against  me.  These 
have  always  been  promptly  met  and  our  lines  have  been  maintained. 
Of  course  the  position  cannot  be  held  by  cavalry  alone  lagainst  a  se- 
rious attack,  but  orders  have  been  given  to  hold  it  as  long  as  possible. 
I  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy  are  withdrawing  and  I 
strongly  recommend  a  forced  reconnoissance  with  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry.  This  is  entirely  practicable.  Referring  you  for  details 
to  the  accompanying  reports, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WADE  HAMPTON, 

Brigadier  Gmerat. 
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JtBPOBT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HAMPTON  OP  OPB- 
RATIONS  AFTER  RECROSSING  THE  POTOMAC. 

Headquartbm  Hampton's  Brigade,  Od.  21,  186I|. 
^o  Major  General  Stuart : 

Gknbaal:  The  enelosed  report  of  General  R.  E.  Lee,  ia  refer^eace 
%a  the  late  adranee  of  the  enemy  on  Martinsburg,  has  just  met  mr 
•ye,  and  I  beg  most  respeetfally  to  eall  your  attention,  and,  throagn 
you,  that  of  Uie  General  commanding,  to  the  injustice  which,  unin- 
ientionally  no  doubt,  has  been  done  to  the  brigade  I  hare  the  honor  to 
aojnmaad.  The  report  says :  ^'  General  Hampton's  brigade  had  retired 
through  Martinsburg  on  the  Tuscarora  road,  when  General  Stuart 
arrived  and  Aiade  disposition  to  attack."  This  phraseology  implies 
that  the  enemy  had  Mlrauced  on  Martinabarg  through  my  lines,  and 
iiad  j^iyen  in  my  brigade.  The  following  statement  will  show  that 
anch  was  not  the  case.  As  yon  are  aware,  my  line  extended  on  the 
PotoicaCy  from  Black  creek  to  the  month  of  the  Opequon.  When 
General  Lee  joined  me,  upon  consultation  with  Colonel  Lee  (who  w^s 
io  command  of  the  brigade  the.  day  before  the  advance  of  the  eneqiy) 
he  said  that  if  his  pickets  were  driven  in,  he  would  make  a  stand  at 
WilliamstQn's  cross  roads,  and,  if  forced  to  retire,  would  fall  back  to 
the  «tone  bridge,  which  he  would  hold  te  the  last  extremity.  Ou  the 
morning  of  the  let  Oi^oher,  a  courier  from  Colonel  Lee  inforocied  me 
t^at  the  enemy,  were  advancing  on  him,  and,  soon  after,  another  courier 
n4>tified  me  that  Colonel  Lee  had  fallen  back  to  the  cross  roads.  Ex- 
pecting an  attack  upon  my  own  jncket  line,  I  ordered  my  brigade,  ta 
be  ready  to  move,  and  I  sent  a  few  men  from  the  provost  guard  toward 
the  stone  bridge  to  procure  information  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  In  a  short  time  they  returned,  and,  to  my  great  surprise, 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  bridge,  and^  in  a  few 
moments  they  appeared  between  me  and  the  town,  not  more  than  six 
hundred  yards  from  the  latter.  This  forced  me  to  recall  my  squadron, 
and  to  send  the  gun  into  town,  the  only  position  in  which  it  was  avail- 
able. Placing  my  guns  in  position  here,  I  ordered  my  Mgons  to  go 
by  the  Romney  road  (as  I  had  agreed  with  Colon^  Tee  to  do)  to 
Darksville.  The  first  North  Carolina,  with  tifo  guns,  was  sent  as  an 
escort  for  the  wagons  and  to  hold  the  Winchester  road,  where  the 
eaoss  road  intersected  it,  in  case  I  should  have  to  fall  back.  After 
my  wagons  had  all  got  off,  and  messages  had  been  sent  to  bring  in  my 
pickets,  (all  of  whom  had  to  retire  by  Hedges ville,  as  the  enemy  had 
got  eompletely  in  their  rear,)  I  withdrew  my  two  remaining  guns  from 
the  town,  as  i  was  very  unwilling  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  village,  and  placed  them  in  position  on  a  hill  commanding  both 
the  Winchester  and  Tuscarora  and  Romney  roads,  and  between  the 
two.  AU  of  the  brigade,  except  the  first  North  Carolina  regiment  and 
the  squadrons  on  picket,  was  drawn  up  as  a  support  to  their  enns  on 
the  Tuscarora  road,  in  aj}va%ee  of  the  camp  of  the  Nnrth  GaroIin% 
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•ad  Soath  Carolina  regimentB.  From  this  position,  I  wrote  to  Colond 
Lee' telling  him  that  we  could  retake  the  town,  and  the  letter  was  giTen 
to  one  of  his  pickets,  who  failed  to  send  it  to  the  Colonel.  As  soon 
as  I  found  the  enemy  retiring,  I  ordered  up  mj  command  before 
receiving  any  order  from  yourself.  My  brigade  went  with  Lee^a  to 
Flag^s  mill,  and  were  then  sent  to  re-establish  their  picket  line, 
while  a  section  of  my  artillery  proceeded  to  within  two  'miles  of 
fihepherdstown,  the  last  position  from  which  Lee's  artillery  fired  that 
ci^ht.  This  is  a  full  statement  of  this  affair  as  far  as  ray  brigade  was 
cCDcerned,  and  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Colonel  Lee,  who  will,  I  am  sure, 
corroborate  the  facts  as  far  as  they  relate  to  his  brigade,  I  do  not 
attach  any  blame  to  him  that  the  positions  he  had  designated  to  hold 
were  not  held,  nor  that  bis  pickets  did  not  give  me  any  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  I  simply  state  the  facts  that  none  of  mj 
pickets  were  driven  in.  That  the  enemy  did  not  advance  on  anj  road 
under  my  supervision  ;  and  that  they  were  within  six  hiuidred  yarda 
cf  the  edge  of  the  town,  on  the  Shepherdstown  road,  before*  I  wmm 
aware  of  their  proximity.  I  then  took  position  in  front  of  my  camp, 
and  held  it  till  my  pickets  were  withdrawn.  In  justice  to  my  bri« 
gade,  I  beg  that  you  will  transmit  this  statement  to  the  General  com- 
manding. I  did  not  make  a  report  to  you  because,  though  I  had  been 
placed  in  a  most  critical  position  by  the  failure  of  Colonel  Lee'a 
picket's  to  communicate  with  me,  still  I  met  with  no  loss,  and  I  did 
fiot  desire  to  appear  to  attach  any  blame  to  Colonel  Lee.  This  was 
eepecially  the  case  after  he  had  so  frankly,  in  your  presence,  apdo- 
gized  to  me'  for  the  failure  of  the  plan  of  operations  wo  had  agreed 
on.  Mor  do  I  wish  to  detract  from  any  commendation  yoa  have 
bestowed  on  Lee's  brigade.  My  only  object  is  to  vindicate  my  own. 
Hoping  that  you  will  excuse  the  minuteness  of  my  statement. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 
Brigadier  Germol. 
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KEPORT  OF  COLONEL  B.  T.  JOHNSON  OP   SECOND  VIR^ 
GINIA  brigade; 

Captain  Taluferro,  A.  A.  G,^ 

Tdiaftrro^s  Division,  Army  of  the  Valley  : ' 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Wedaesday,  Angnat. 
87th,  186:1,  mj  command,  the  second  brigade  of  this  division,  con«, 
mating  of  the  twenty  first,  fortj-secon  I  and  forty-eighth  Virginia  and. 
first  Virginia  battalion,  with  two  batteries,  marched  from  Msnaasas. 
Junction  about  dark.     The  forty-eighth  and  forty -second  Virginia 
had  been,  daring  the  day,  on  picket  on  the  Blackbnrn's   Ford  and. 
Union  Mill  road.     Marching  by  the    Sadley   road   and  passing  the. 
Ohinn  house,  I 'reached  the  Warrenton  road  after  midnight,     fwai 
then  ordered  by  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro,  comuxandiog  division,. 
to  proceed  with  iny  command   down   the   Warrenton   road,  towards. 
Gainesville,  and  picket  and  hold  it  and  a  road  cutting  it  at  Grvvetoa 
at  right  angles,  and  which  led  from  the  Junction  also  to  Sadley  ford. 
I  did  so,  holding  Groveton   as   my   reserve,  throwing  out  pickets 
towards  Manassas  and  down  the  turnpike,  and  pushing  Captain  George- 
R.  Gaither's  troop,  first  Virginia  cavalry,  which  I  found  on  pickeli 
before  I  reached  the  position,  some  halt  a  mile  in  front  of  mo,  with 
videttes  still  further  before  him.     Shortly  after  daylight,  he  reportetl: 
to  me  a  cavalry  force  advancing  from  Gaioesville,  and   soon   aftev 
himself  brought  in  a  courier,  captured  by  him,  bearing  a  despatcht 
from  Mnjor  General  McDowell  to  Major  General  Sigel.     I  immedi- 
ately sent  the  courier  and  despatch  to  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro* 
and  Major  General  Jackson,  and  a  short  time  after  ordered  Captain. 
Gaither  to  report  to  Major  General  Jackson  in  person  the  contents 
of  the  despatch.     Executing  this  order  in  the  direction  of  Manassas^ 
he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  I  lost  his  services,  which  were  valuable.. 
The  intercepted  despatch  was  an  order  from  Major  General  McDowell 
to  Major  General  Sigel  and  Brigadier  General  Reynolds^  conveying, 
the  order  of  attack  on   Manassas  Junction.     Sigel   was  ordered  to 
march  on  that  point  from  Gainesville,  with  his  right  resting  on  the. 
Manassas  Gap  railroad  ;  Reynolds,  moving  also  froiq,  Gainesville^  ta^ 
keep  his  left  on  the  Warrenton  road  ;  and  another  division  was  or- 
dered to  move  in  support  of  the  two,  in   rear,  en  ecfielon  to   each*. 
Finding,  then,  I  should  have  a  superior  force  on  me  in  a  short  time^ 
I  ordered  Major  John  Seddon,  first  Virginia  battalion,  with  his  com^ 
mand  and  the  forty  eighth  Virginia,  to  take  position  on  the  road  fromi 
Groveton  toward  Manassas,  to  guard  against  any  flank  movement  om 
me  from  thence.     The  forty-second  Virginia,  Captain  Penn,  I  threw 
forward  as  skirmishers,  and  held  the  twenty-first,  Captain  Witcher,. 
to  support  the  only  two  pieces  of  rifled  artillery   I  had,   which  had 
been  placed  under  my  command  by   Colonel  Brien,  first  Virginij^ 
cavalry.    My  own  being  smooth  bore*  I  held  it  in  reserve  and  bt 
rear.    Riding  forward,  I  got  on  a  high  hill,  to  the  right  nf  the  jroad^ 
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•ad  dkicovered  tike  enemy  in  force,  t&eir  BkirmiBhera  jinsbing  rapidty 
en  me.  I  inetantly  brought  up  tbe  rifled  pieces  and  forty-eightb^ 
and,  after  a  tace,  beat  the  enemy  to  the  hill  and  opened  on  them,  driv** 
ing  in  their  cavalry  and  Bkirmishera ;  but  finding  them  place  several 
guns  in  position,  which  they  served  with  rapidity  and  accuracy,  and 
pressing  their  infantry  on  me,  I  called  in  Major  Seddon,  and,  with 
nis  reinforcement,  detennined  to  hold  the  hill,  which  was  the  key  of 
the  surrounding  country.  This  I  did,  and  drove  off  the  advance 
down  the  Warrenton  road ;  but,  after  some  time,  discovered  them  on 
my  extreme  left  towards  Manassas.  Thus  obliged  to  retire,  I  did  so, 
towards  Groveton,  where  I  received  an  order  frcm  Brigadier  General 
Taliaferro  to  report  to  him.  Before  I  could  do  so.  Major  Genersl 
Stuart  ordered  me  to  take  position  in  a  skirt  of  woods  near  by,  and  to 
tiie  west.  In  the  afternoon,  I  discovered  the  enemy's  train  passing 
to  the  left,  towards  Manassas,  and  opened  upon  it  mtk  two  piecea 
tery  briskly.  Further  progress  was  stopped  for  them  over  that  road. 
Being  ordered,  then,  by  Major  General  Jackson  to  report  to  my 
command,  I  started  in  that  direction,  but  being  pushed  by  the  ene* 
my's  c'bvalry  and  skirmishers,  I  ordered  the  forty-eighth  Virginia, 
Lieutenant  V.  Dabney,  to  drive  them  back,  which  was  done  quickly 
gni  galbntly. 

That  night,  by  General  Jackson's  order,  I  held  die  crossing  of  the 
fiudley  road  over  the  old  railroad,  and  at  daylight,  being  so  ordered, 
rejoined  the  division,  then  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Starke, 
Brigadier  General  Taliaferro  having  been  wounded  the  previous 
evening.  By  him  I  was  ordered  to  clear  the  woods  we  had  just  left, 
but  into  whi^  the  enemy's  skirmishers  bad  lodged.  I  directed  Lieu- 
tenant Dabney,  with  the  forty-eighth  to  do  so,  and  then  sent  Captain 
Witcher,  with  tbe  twenty.first  to  support  him.  They  did  their  work 
«t  once  and  well.  Our  line  of  battle  was  then  formed, .  &cing  the 
east,  parallel  to  the  Warrenton  road,  fronting  'it,  and  to  tiie  left  of  it ; 
EwelPs  division  being  on  my  left  and  Starke's  brigade  on  my  right. 
This  place  was  not  attacked  until  the  afternoon.  Our  line  was  on  the 
crest  of  a  ridge  covered  witih  timber,  and  in  front  of  tbe  wood,  in  the 
epeu  ground,  was  the  embankment  in  one  pla^e  and  the  cut  in  an- 
other, according  as  the  ground  lay,  of  an  unfinished  railroad.  In  tho 
afternoon,  the  enemy  carried  liie  embankment  to  my  left,  and  while  I 
was  trying  to  rally  some  men,  not  of  my  command,  came  dose  on 
me  and  between  my  command  and  the  railroad  cut  The  men  were 
lying  down  at  tbe  time  in  ranks,  conceale4 ;  ud,  unexpected,  I  or- 
dered a  charge,  and,  with  a  yell,  tbe  second  brigade  went  throuj^ 
lliem,  shattering,  breaking  and  routing  diem.  The  struggle  waa 
brief,  but  not  a  man  faltered,  and,  with  closed  ranks,  their  rush  waa 
irresistible.  Tbey  drove  tbe  enemy  into  the  rwilroad  cut  and  out  of 
it.  Just  then  Brigadier  General  Starke  came  gaOantly  heading  the 
fourth  brigade,  and  tege&er  we  went  after  the  flying  foe.  In  a  akirl 
of  woods  in  front  a  battery  was  attempting  to  cover  their  rally,  bat 
Msjor  Seddon  and  the  Irish  battalion  wrested  a  ihree-incb  rifle  gaa 
from  them  and  bore  it  off.  Tbe  fourth  brigade  secured  another.  The 
forty. second  is  enticed  to  fte  oredii  of  captunng  tbe  cobra  of  tbe 
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a^a<)kiDg  brigade,  which  wm  **  9^<^1®b'  Bzeehiar,"  haviag  rm  otw 
them  after  the  enemy.     The  flag  was  taken  up  by  the  fourth  brigade, 

4  and  I  do  not  claim  it  for  the  forty-second.  Betaming  to  the  first  po- 
sition, we  held  it  that  night. 

The  next  day,  Saturday,  the  SOth,  the  division  was  fonaed  on  the 
same  gronnd,  bat  in  order — third,  first,  second*  fourth,  placing  my 
brigade  on  precisely  the  same  ground  it  held  on  Friday. .  Daring  the 
morning,  the  eneiny  sullenly  felt  along  our  line  at  long  range,  with 
his  artillery,  occasionally  making  feints  with  infantry,  which  did  not 
seem  to  be  pressed  with  Tig<>r,  and  it  was  difiScult  to  understand 
whether  he  was  whipped  or  not.  He  however  took  possession  of  Grove- 
ton,  from  which  Hood  had  driven  him,  and  the  skirt  of  woods  wbieh 
we  had  carried,  where  Major  Seddon  captured  the  gun  the  preoedtng 
evening.  I  could  see  that  some  movements  were  being  made  in  that 
skirt  of  woods  a«i  early  as  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  during  the  day 
had  frequent  reports  made  to  me  to,  that  'effect.  I  therefore  placed 
the  forty-second,  Captain  Penn,  in  the  railroad  cut ;  and  having  ac^- 
signed  Captain  Goldsborough,  of  the  late  first  Maryland,  iny  old  com* 
mand,  who  was  serving  with  me  as  a'volanteer,  to  the  forty-eighth, 
4s  adjutant,  put^it  in  a  copse  which  ran  at  right  angles  from  the  raiK 
road,  and  the  right  of  the  forty-second,  and  fronted  the  woods  in 
which  the  enemy  were  obviously  making  some  movement.  These  po- 
sitions overlooked  the  enemy  everywhere,  and,  being  very  strong,  were 
the  ones  I  had  determined  to  take  and  hold,  if  attacked.  The  twenty- 
first'  and  Irish  battalion  I  held  in  reserve,  concealed  in  the  woods  on 
the  hill,  car^fnlly  instructing  the  ofBcers,  at  the  order,  to  charge  with- 
oat  firing  a^ shot. 

'About  four,  P.  M.,  the  movements  of  the  enemy  were  suddenly  de- 
veloped in  a  decided  manner.  They  stormed  my  position,  deploying 
in  the  woods  in  brigade  front,  and  ^en  charging  in  a  run,  line  after 
line,  brigade  after  brigade,  up  the  hill,  on  the  thicket  held  by  the 
forty-eighth,  and  the  railroad  cut  occupied  by  the  forty-second.  But 
as  they  uncovered  from  the  wood  in  which  they  had  b^n  massing  dur- 
ing the  whole  day,  I  ordered  Ihe  twenty-first  and  Irish  battalionjto 
charge,which  they  did  with  empty  guns.  I  halted  chem  under  the  sheher 
of  the  cut,  where,  with  the  forty-second,  they  held  back  the  enormous 
force  pressing  up  the  hill  on  them.  Lieutenant  Dabney  had  unfortu- 
nately been  wounded  early  in  the  day,  and  Captain  Goldsborough, 
whom  I  had  ordered  to  take  command,  bad  fallen  by  my  side  in  the 
charge,  leaving  the  forty-eighth  without  a  Superior  officer  with  them, 
end  they  were,  consequently,  soon  driven  out  by  the  tremendous  odds 
against  them.  But  for  a  short  time  the  three  regiments  above  named, 
viz :  ^  the  forty-second,  twenty-first  and  Irish  battalion  by  them 
selves,  breasted  the  storm,  driving  back  certainly  twenty  (80)  times 
their  number.  As  soon  as  their  position  was  known,  the  rest  of  the 
division  came  to  their  support,  except  the  third  brigade,  which,  under 
</oIonel  Taliaferro,  was  employed  in  whipping  a  division  by  itself. 

.  Before  the  railroad  out  the  fight  was  most  obstinate.  I  saw  a  Fede* 
ral  flag  hold  its  position  for  half  an  hour,  within  ten  yards  of  a  flag 
<tf  «ne  of  the  regiments  in  ihe  cut,  and  go  down^  six  or  eight  times ;. 
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in/i  after  tbe  fight,  a  hundred  dead  were  Ijmg  tirent;  yards  from  Ae 
ent,  some  of  them  within  twenty  feet  of  it.  The  men  fought  until 
their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  then  threw  stones.  Lieutenant 
Lewip  Randolph,  of  the  battalion,  killed  one  with  a  stone,  and  I  eaw 
him  afterwards  with  his  skull  fractured.  Dr.  Richard  P.  Johnson,  on 
my  volunteer  staff,  having  no  arms  of  any  kind,  was  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  this  means  ol^  offence  from  the  beginning.  As  line  after 
line  surged'up  the  bill  time  after  time,  led  up  by  their  officers,  they 
were  dashed  back  on  one  another,  until  the  whole  field  was  covered 
with  a  confused  mass  of  straggling,  running,  routed  Yankees.  They 
failed  to  take  the  cut.  The  battle  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army  was 
over,  and  the  ^hole  of  Jackson's  corps  advanced  about  a  mile,  its 
right  on  the  Warren  ton  road,  toward  the  stone  bridge,  facing  Bull 
Run.     I  was  not  further  engaged  that  day. 

On  Sunday,  we  crossed  Sudley  ford,  and  that  night  bivouacked  on  the  . 
Aldie  road,  and  on  Monday,  September  Ist,  was  ordered  by  Brigadier 
General  Staike  to  hold  the  road  leading  from  Ghantilly  to  Gentreville. 
Taking  a  position  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Gentreville, 
I  threw  out  the  twenty-first  Virginia,  Captain  Witcher,  holding  half 
ef  it  in  reserve,  and  advancing  the  residue  as  skirmishers.  They 
exchanged  shots  all  day  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  dismounted 
and  engaged  them.  Having  only  orders  to  observe  the  largo  force 
which  was  apparent  at  Gentreville,  and  hold  it  from  attacking  our 
flank,  which  was  moving  up  towards  Gerroantown,  Gaptain  Witcher 
was  contented  to  drive  back  the  dismounted  cavalry.  After  sundown. 
Brigadier  General  Drayton  relieved  me,  and  I  rejoined  the  division. 

Tuesday  morning,  September  2d,  the  column  marched  beyond 
Dranesville,  and '  bivouacked.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  it  passed 
through  Leesburg.  Friday,  it  crossed  the  Potomac  at  White's  ford, 
Montgomery  county,  Maryland^nd  thence  forded  the  Monocacy  at 
the  old  glass  works,  and  campedc)y  the  Three  Springs,  near  Buck- 
eye's town.  On  Saturday,  it  entered  Frederick,  and  encamped  on 
Norman's,  to  the  north.  Being  ordered  by  General  Starke  to  take 
command  of  the  city  with  the  brigade,  I  put  it  in  camp  in  the  bar- 
rack's enclosure,  and  ordered  Lieutenant  Lewis  Randolph,  of  the  bat« 
talion,  on  duty,  as  provost  marshal.  Directly  after  I  was  relieved 
from  the  brigade,  Brigadier  General  J.  R.  Jones,  its  commander,  hav- 
ing reported  for  duty.  My  brief  connection  with  the  brigade  pre- 
vents me  doing  justice,  individually,  to  the  officers  and  men,  a  few  of 
whom  I  was  acquainted  with  personally.  Major  Seddon,  first  Yir- 
gimsk  battalion,  distinguished  himself  by  his  gallantry.  On  Saturday, 
having  been  quite  ill,  I  advised  him  to  go  to  the  rear,  and  he  declin- 
ing, I  ordered  him  to  do  so.  .  On  his  way  back,  he  fell  in  with  Gene- 
xal  Pender's  brigade,  and  headed  it  with  General  Pender  duriiig  the 
fight.  Gaptain  Henderson,  who  succeeded  him  in  command  of  the 
battalion;  Gaptain  Witcher,  of  the  twenty- first;  Gaptain  Pen n,  of 
the  forty -second;  Lieut.  V.  Dabney,  of  the  forty-eighth,  all  behaved 
^as  became  good  soldiers  and  gallant  gentlemen,  lieutenant  Dunn, 
A.  A.  General,  was  conspicuous  in  the  performance  of  duty  on  the 
(uarch  and  in  battle.     Captain  Goldsborough  and  Lieutenant  Booth, 
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my  ▼oluQtderaidSy  were  Mth  woanded,  and  Dr/R.  J.  Johnson,  alsoi^l- 
nnteer  aid,  had  hie  horse  twice  riiot  on  two  different  days.  As  lean-- 
not  name  all  who  merit  notice,  not  knowing  their  names,  I  can  only 
saj,  that  every  officer  and  man  in  the  brigade  may  well  be  prond  of 
the  manner  in  which  each  and  every  one  conducted  himself -in  the 
eecdnd  battle  of  Manassas.  I  cannot  forbear  giving  but  scant  jastioe 
to  a  gallant  soldier,  now  no  more.  It  was  my  fortune  during  the  two 
days  of  the  battle,  during  which  he  commanded  the  division,  to  be 
thrown  constantly  in  contact  with  Brigadier  General  Starke.  The 
buoyant  dash  with  which  he  kd  his  brigade  into  a  most  withering  fire 
on  Friday,  though  then  in  command  of  the  division,  the  force  be 
showed  in  the  handling  of  this  command,  the  coolness  and  judgment 
which  distinguished  him  in  action,  made  him,  to  me,  a  marked  man, 
and  I  regretted  his  early  death  as  a  great  loss  to  the  army  and  the 
cause.  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON, 
Chbmd  commanding  id  Virginia  Brigude. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


RBPGlll  BRIGADIER  TRIMBLE  OP  BATTLE  OF  HAZKL 

RIVER. 

\ 

MoftSB'fl  Neck^  ARMt  OP  NoRTHKfcre  Vitanakf  > 
January  SO^  1M&.  > 

Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps  on  Rappahannock : 

Genbbal:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  this  date«  I  fttmish 
•  report  of  the  operations  of  my  (seventh)  brigade  on  the  t%d  Angastf 
1862,  in  the  battle  of  Hazel  River.  About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  iha^ 
^7,  I  was  left  with  orders  from  General  R.  S.  Ewell,  to  station  my 
brigade  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  ford  on  Hazel  River,  near  Wellr 
ford's  mill,  where  the  arm*y  crossed.  The  object  of  my  force  was  to  pro- 
tect the  tank  of  our  wagon  train  from  the  enemy,  who  had  moved  up  the 
north  side  of  the  Rappahannock  almost  skaultaneou^ily  with  our  forces. 
About  twelve,  M.,  1  received  information  that  the  enemy  {SigeFs  divis- 
ion) had  thrown  a  force  across  the  river  to  our  side,  and  soon  after 
learned  that  they  had  surprised  our  wagon  train  and  captarad  some  am- 
bulances and  mules.  I  immediately  sent  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regi- 
ment. Captain  Glover,  to  recover  the  property  and  drive  off  the 
enemy.  In  this  he  was  successful,,  and  besides  captured  some  pri- 
soners, from  whom  I  received  some  important  information,  viz ;  that 
the  enemy  had  thrown  one,  if  not  two,  brigades  across  the  river,  to 
annoy  us  on  the  march.  As  General  Ewell's  division  was  five  or  six 
BLiles'^in  advance^'and  General  Longstreet's  division  the  same  distance 
in  the  rear,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  hold  my  brigade  on  the  defensive, 
and  endeavor  to  protect  the  trains.  I  accordingly  disposed-  the  three 
regiments  (my  only  force)  so  as  best  to  effect  this  object.  The  enemy 
made  no  further  attempts  to  molest  .us.  During  the  afternoon,  by 
reconnoisanee  and  verbal  information,  I  ascertained  the  position  of 
the  forpes  thrown  across  the  river,  and  decided  to  attack  them  as  soon 
as  the  advance  of  General  Longstreet  (Hood's  brigade)  should  reach 
my  position  to  support  me,  if  ^necessary.  At  four,  P.  M.,  General 
Hood  arrived,  when  I  directed  him,  as  the^troops  came  up,  to  occupy 
my  position,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  support  me  should  I  send 
for  aid.  I  at  once  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  position,  skirmishers 
well  in  front,  who  soon  met  those  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  back 
on  their  main  force,  which  I  noticed  was  placed  in^snch  a  position  as 
permitted  them  to  be  flanked  on  the  right  and  left  by  a  surprise.  The  , 
fifteenth  Alabama^  Major  Louther,  and  twenty -first  Georgia,  Captain 
Glover,  were  ordered  on  the  enemy's  flank,  by  a  slight  detour,  unob- 
served, while'  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fulton,  advanced  under  my  immediate  command  in  the  centre.  After 
a  sharp  conflict  with  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  the  enemy  were 
driven  back  to  the  hills  on  the  river,  where  they  made  another  stand. 
At  this  point,  supported  by  their  artijlery  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  they  made  an  effort,  by  Mowing  of  trumpets^  beating  of 
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drums  nA  eliMra,  to  enJoiiTAge  their  men  to  ekarge.  Tlie  comm«ii4 
was  given,  **  Drive  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet."  Oar  men  1>oidhf 
advnicedy  with  enthueiastio  cheers,  and  drove  the  opposing  forces  into 
the  river  and  across  it,  in  great  disorder  to  eeek  protection  in 
General  SigePs  camp  and  nnder  his  guns,  which  opened  a  furiona 
discharge  against  ns  withont  serioas  injary.  Onr  men  pursued  them 
closely  and  'slaughtered  great  numbers  as  they  Waded  the  river  or 
climbed  up  the  opposite  bank.  The  water  was  literally  covered  with 
the  dead  and  wonnded.  Over  one  hundred  prisoners  were  captured, 
and  amoQg  the  dead  was  found  one  colonel.  Deeming  it  useless,  in 
the  absence  of  my  artillery,  to  continue  the  contest  longer,  after  half 
au  hour's  occupation  of  the  battle-ground,  I  retired,  unmolested,  and 
eneaaiped  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  leaving  Qeneral  Hood,  who  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  contest,  to  look  after  the  enemy.  The  battle 
lasted  two  hours,  daring  which  time  we  drove  the  enemy  one  mile.  I 
QSQ  speak  with  pride  and  admiration  of  the  admirable  spirit  displayed 
by  the  brigade,  which  went  into  action  with  that  determination  and 
valer  which  had  often  before  aided  to  secure  victory.  It  is  specially  , 
due  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulton,  of  the  twenty ^first  North  Carolina, 
that  I  should  mention  the  conspicuous  gallantry  with  which  he  took 
the  colors  and  led  his  fegmeat  ^o  the  charge ;  and  to  the  important 
services  rendered  by  Captain  W.  C.  Hall,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant 
W.  D.  McKim,  aid,  in  assisting  me  to  dispose  the  regiments  for  the 
attack.  I  think  proper,  also,  to  name  Frank  Champion,  my  mounted 
orderly,  for  the  display  of  intelligence  and  activity  in  the  field  in  . 
carrying  orders  and  obtaining  information.  In  this  sharp  encounter 
the  enemy  certainly  outnumbered  ouf  forces  two  or  three  to  one,  and 
certainly  lost  ten  to  one  in  their  killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners. 
Oar  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  forty-seven,  among  them  no  field 
officers  or  captains. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  f  cry  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE, 
Brigadier  General. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER   GENERAL   TRIMBLE   OF  CAP- 
TURE OF  MANASSAS  JUNCTION. 

Charlottesville,  January  6,  186S. 
LieatoaaiU  General  T.  J.  JACsdoN : 

General  :  In  eomplianco  with  yonr  requeet^I  report  tbe  operatioTis 
of  my  brigade  in  the  execution  of  your  order  to  me  on  the  evening 
of  the  26th  of  August  last  to  capture  Manassas  Junction  : 

Tour  order  was  received  about  nine  o^eloek,  that  night,  after  a  long 
and  fatiguing  march  of  the  army  from  Salem  to  Bristoe  Station.  1 
immediately  put  two  regiments  in  itooitoD^  the  twenty-first  North 
Carolina,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulton,  and  the  twenty- 
first  Georgia,  commanded  by  Major  Glover,  in  all  about  five  hundred 
men,  (my  third  regiment  was  left  at  Bristoe^)  and  proceeded  with  them 
to  within  oi^e  mile  and  a  half  of  Manassas,  where  we  halted  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  brisk  discharge  of  fire-arms  in  our  front,  caused  by 
an  encounter  of  a  part  of  General  Stuart's  cavalry  with  a  party  of  the 
enemy's  pickets.  I  informed  General  Stuart  of  my  intention  to  attack 
Manassas  Junction,  and  requested  his  aid  with  the  cavalry  which  he 
had  tifen  with  him.  Throwing  forward  skirmishers  in  advance  of  the 
regiments,  I  proceeded  cautiously  in  order  of  battle,  the  night  being 
very  dark.  We  met  with  no  opposition  until  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  cluster  of  houses  at  the  Junction,  when  discharges  of  artillerv 
rapidly  repeated,  were  delivered  from  the  enemy^s  batteries,  in  the 
direction  of  our  force.  From  a  want  of  knowledge  of  our  position, 
this  fire  did  us  but  little  injury.  I  then  disposed  of  one  regiment  on 
the  north  side  of  the  railroad  and  the  other  on  the  south  side ;  my  aid. 
Lieutenant  McKim,  being  posted  on  the  track  with  directions  to  regu- 
late the  advance  of  the  Georgia  regiment  by  that  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina, which  latter  advanced  under  my  immediate  orders.  These  dis- 
positions being  made,  I  gave  orders  to  advance  rapidly,  skirmishers 
being  well  in  front,  until  we  had  approached  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  the  batteries,  which  continued  their  fire,  one  on  the  north  and  the 
other  on  the  south  of  the  railroad.  Here  I  halted  and  issued  watch- 
words and  responses,  that  our  men  might  recognize  each  other  in  case 
of  a  mingled  encounter  with  the  enemy.  The  position  of  the  batteries 
on  either  side  of  the  railroad  having  been  ascertained  pretty  acuratelv^ 
the  word  was  given,  ''Charge  !"  when  both  regiments  advanced  rapidly 
and  firmly,  and  in  five  minutes  both  batteries  were  carried  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Sending  an  officer  to  the  north  side  of  the  railroad  to 
ascertain  the  success  of  the  Georgia  regiment,  he  could  not  immedi- 
ately find  them  and  cried  out,  ''Halloa,  Georgia,  where  are  you  ?"  Tiie 
reply  was  "Here  !  all  right !  we  have  taken  a  battery.*'  **So  have  we/' 
was  the  response,  whereupon  cheers  rent  the  air. 
^  As  soon  as  an  examination  could  be  made,  it  was  ascertained  that 
each  of  the  two  batteries  contained  four  field  pieces,  horses,  equip- 
ments and  ammunition  complete.     Over  three  hundred  prisoners  were 
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taken,  an  immense  qnantity  of  commissar  j  and  qnaiiermaster^s  stores, 

and  a  large  train  loaded  with  promiscuous  army  eupplies,  just  arrived 
from  Alexandria,  and  about  two  hundred  horses,  independent  of  those 
belonging  to  the  artillery.  Over  two  hundred  negroes  were  also  re- 
captured. In  this  successful  issue  of  the  night's  work  I  had  no  as- 
sistance from  artillery  or  from  any  part  of  General  Stuart^s  cavalry, 
a  regiment  of  which  arrived  some  time  after  the  attack  was  made,  and 
commenced  an  indiscriminate  plunder  of  horses.  General  Stttart 
himself  did  not  arrive  until  seven  or  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

As  I  had  ascertained  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  was  at  Cen- 
treville  and  another  force  hourly  expected  by  railroad  from  Alexoj^* 
dria,  and  as  at^  any  moment  an  attempt  might  be  made  to  retake  the 
place,  I  kept  the  two  regiments  under  arms  all  night.  Beportiog  our 
success  at  General  Jackson's  headquarters  at  Bristoe,  I  asked  that 
reinforcements  should  be  sent  to  me  without  delay  ;  these  arrived  soon 
after  daybreak,  and  were  disposed  so  as  to  repel  any  attack  of  the 
enemy.  Gaai'ds  were  placed  over  the  buildings  and  cars  containing 
public  stores,  and  no  depredations  whatever  were  committed  by  the 
men  of  my  regiments,  who  were  continued  under «arms  the  whole  of 
the  night  and  all  the  next  day  without  relief.  It  was  with  extreme 
mortification  that,  in  reporting  to  General  A.  P.  Hill  for  orders,  about 
ten  o'clock,  I  witnessed  an  indiscriminate  plunder  of  the  public  stores, 
cars  and  sutler's  houses  by  the  army  which  had  just  arrived,  in  which 
General  Hill's  division  was  conspicuous,  getting  at  defiance  the  guards 
1  had  placed  over  the  stores. 

Before  concluding  this  report  I  must,  in  justice  to  the  officeis  and 
men  of  the  two  regiments,  express  the  high  admiration  I  entertain 
for  the  good  conduct  and  gallantry  which  they  displayed  throughout 
the  whole  affair.  When,  under  the  exhaustioi^  of  a  long  march,  they 
were  totd  that  Manassas  was  to  be  captured  that  night,  every  man  set 
out  with  cheerful  alacrity  to  perform  the  service,  and  when  ordered 
to  charge  the  batteries,  that  act  was  done  with  a  coolness  and  intre- 
pidity seldom  surpassed ;  especially  as  they  could  not  know  what 
number§  were  opposed  to  them,  and,  in  the  night,  from  what  direction 
the  danger  would  come.  The  force  of  my  two  regiments  was  less  than  * 
fife  hundred  men,  the  number  of  the  enemy  captured  was  about  three 
hundred  ;  bat  their  whole  force  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Our  loss  was  killed,  none  ;  wounded,  fifteen  men.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  unknown. 

As  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  before  to  speak  in  high  commendfi* 
tion  of  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  W.  D.  McKim,  my  aid-de-camp, 
80  on  this  occasion,  as  the  only  member  of  my  staff  present,  I  take 
pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  value  of  his  services  and  his  judgment 
and  coolness  in  so  trying  an  emergency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  R.  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FORNO  OF  HAYS'  BRIGADE. 

Headquartbrs  Fifth  Louisiana  Volunteers*        > 
Camp  near  Port  Royal,  Fa.,  January  2,  186S,  S 

Oenbral  :  Ilays^  brigade,  under  my  command,  arrired  a^  Bristol 
Station^  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad^  at  six  o'clock^  P.  M., 
August  26,  186$,  and  was  ordered  to  attack  and  destroy  the  railroad 
trains  then  approaching  the  station,  they  being  supposed  to  eonlain 
troops.  The  duty  was  promptly  performed,  and  the  brigade  laid  on 
their  arms  until  dajlight  on  the  27th,  at  which  time  I  made  a  recon- 
noisance  to  the  front  in  force,  when,  finding  the  enemy  embarking 
their  troops,  attacked  them  with  artillery.  After  doing  some  damage, 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  their  train  off.  I  then  returned, 
leaving  the  sixth  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel  Strong,  on  picket  two 
miles  in  advance;  the  eighth  Louisiana  regiment,  Major  Lewis,  one 
mile  nearer  the  main  line,  with  orders  to  Colonel  Strong,  should  the 
enemy  advance,  to  skirmish  to  the  rear  with  the  eighth,  who  were 
directed  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  and  as  much  of  the  track  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  retire,  in  good  order,  under  cover  of  our  artillery.  This 
duty  was  performed  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  these  two  regiments  sue- 
cessfully  repulsing  two  brigades  of  the  enemy  until  their  ammunition 
was  expended,  when  I  ordered  up  the  fifth  regiment,  Msjor  B. 
Menger  commanding,  to  support  them  ;  when,  after  a  few  discharges 
from  the  latter  regiment,  the  whole  retired  in  good  order,  as  if  on 
parade. 

One  regiment  from  General  Lawton's  brigade,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery,  supported  the  left  of  my  line,  and  did  good  service  in  repel- 
ling an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  flank  us.  As  soon  as  our  artillery 
got  into  position,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Manassas. 

Onr  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  small,  that  of  the  enemy  heavy. 
,  Fifth,  sixth  and  eighth  Louisiana,  and  Lawton's  brigade,  nineteen  killed 
and  thirty-one  wounded.  Eneiliy's  loss,  eighty  killed  and  two  hun- 
dred wounded,  many  of  whom  were  officers  of  rank,  colonels  and  other 
officers.  The  information  as  to  the  loss  on  both  sides  I  obtained  from 
Assistant  Surgeon  Strickler,  of  the  fifth  Louisiana  regiment,  he  being 
left  in  charge  of  our  wounded  The  surgeon  also  informed  me  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  long  bridge,  the  enemj 
were  compelled  to  burn  a  large  amount  of  stores,  railroad  cars,  &c  , 
&c.  After  twelve  o'clock  at  night  of  the  27th,  the  brigade  was  pat  in 
motion,  with  orders  to  follow  General  Early ;  but,  owing  to  the  dark- 
ness, I  was  nnable  to  find  him.  At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the 
S8th,  I  crossed  Bull  Run  bridge  and  joined  the  division.  After- 
wards was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Early,  and,  with  his  brigade, 
support  General  Taliaferro,  but  did  not  engage.  On  the  morning  of 
the  29th,  still  under  command  of  General  Early,  occupied  the  right 
of  our  line  until  the  arrival  of  General  Longstreet,  when  we  rejoined 
our  division  in  the  centre.      At  half  past  three,  P.  M.,  29th,  was 
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ordered^  Udvanee  my  brigade  by  Oenertl  Jaekson,  and  soon  nfttr 
engaged  ihe  enemy,  aijd,  after  driying  tbem  TvHh  great  6laiigl|(ter, 
retained  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  them.  At  aboatliix 
o'^clock,  P.  M.y  I  was  vonnded  and  taken  from  the  field,  and  tamed 
over  the  eommand  to  Colonel  Strong,  'sixth  Louisiana. 
OiUrloM  was- twenty-four  killed  ud  forty- one  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  FORNO, 
Colonel  PifOi  Louirima  Regimtnt. ' 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ROBERTSON  OP  SBIC- 
OND  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

Is  Camp,  near  Gartsburc*  N.  C.,) 
OetiAer  12,  1862.  J 

Assistant  Adjvtant  Genetel^ 

Headquarters  Oaxalry  Divisum,  A.  JV.  F. : 

Sir  :    In  obedience  to  orders  from  yoar  headquarters,  earl/  on  the 
morning  of  the  2Uth  of  August,  1862,  I  crossed  the  Rapidan  river  at 
Tobacco  creek  ford  with  a  portion  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  twelfth  regiments  of  Virginia  cavairj.  Encounter- 
ing the  enemy's  pickets  between  Stevensburg,   in  the  county  of  Cul- 
peper,  and  Brandy  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad, 
in  force,  a   spirited  attack'  by   Colonel  W.  £.  Jones,  commanding 
first  Virginia  cavalry,  was  immediately  made,   driving  in  their   out- 
post to  their  reserve.     Heavy  skirmishing  on  both  sides  then  ensued, 
which  lasted  several'  hours,   during   which   some   of  our  men   wcto 
wounded  and  a  few  of  the  enemy's  horses  killed.     The  enemy  finally 
retired  and  was  followed  beyond  Brandy  Station,  at   which]  point  a 
brigade  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  the  Federal  General  Bay- 
ard, was  discovered  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  a  commanding  hill, 
evidently  determined  to  dispute  our  progress,,  and  firing,  upon  my  ad* 
vance  column  with  long-range  guns,  (Barnside  rifles.)     As  soon  as 
practicable  I  ordered  a  charge  and  led  the  twelfth  Virginia  regiment. 
Colonel  Uarman,  directly  against  the  centre  of  their  line,  while  the 
sixth  and  seventh  were  directed  against  their  flank.  The  men  charged 
gallantly^  and  after  a  brief  hand  to  hand  contest  the  enemy  was  routed, 
with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  a  number  wounded,  cspturing  sixty. 
four  prisoners,  including  several  commissioned  officers.     Our  loss  was 
three  killed  and  thirteen  wounded.     Colonel  A.  W.  Ilarman  and  Cap- 
'tain  L.  F.  Terrill  were  especially  conspicuous  during  the  engagement, 
as  wa?  also  Major  Von  Boicke,  aid-de-^amp  to  Major  General  Stuart. 
Captain    Redman   Burke,   attached   to    division   headquarters,    was 
woun  led  in  the  leg  while  charging  gallantly  with  the  twelfth  Virginia 
regir  '.nt.     My  thanks  are  specially  due  to  Colonel  Jones  for  the  ad- 
mire le  disposition  made  of  his  skirmishers  and  regiment  during  the 
ecga,':^ment  with  the  first  main  cavalry  on  picket  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON. 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Oavalry. 
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REPORT    OF    BRIGADIER    GENERAL    ROBERTSON    OF 
EVENTS   SUBSEQUENT  TO  SECOND    BATTLE  OF  MA- 

NAS3AS. 


HeadquartemCayalrt  Brigade,  Gartsburo,  N.  C.,} 

October  15,  1862.         ( 

Assistant  Adjutant  Chneral^  « 

HeadquariersVavalry  DMiiofiy  A.  N.  F, : 

Sir  :  On  the  afternoon  of  Satarday,  Aagust  Sdth,  when  the  root 
of  the  enemy  Itid  become  general,  I  moved  my  entire  brigade  rapidly 
forward  in  order  to  press  his  left  flank,  and,  if  possible,  to  intercept 
his  retreat  in  the  dipction  of  Centreville  by  way  of  the  Stone  bridge. 
Before  reaching  the  Lewis  ford,  I  observed  a  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  approaching  tKat  point  from  the  direction  of  Manassas*  As 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  more  than  a  small  squadron,  I  ordered  two 
companies  of  the  second  Virginia  cavalry.  Colonel  Manford,  to  move 
forward  and  attack  them.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  an  additional  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  whose 
exftci  strength,  owing  to  their  position,  I  coold  not  make  oat,  were 
concealed  under  the  crest  of  a  bill,  in  their  immediate  front.  I  then 
ordered  the  entire  second  regiment  to  the  support  of  the  squadron 
already  engaged,  which  had  been  driven  back  by  largely  superior  num- 
bers. Before  this  regiment  had  arrived  in  supporting  distance  of  the 
squadron  already  mentioned,  a  full  brigade  of  Federal  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  General  Buford,  had  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
wjiere  it  was  drawn  up.  in  .  line  of  battle.  I  moved  forward  imme- 
diately with  the  seventh  and  twelfth  regiments  of  Virginia  cavalry  to 
reinforce  Colonel  Munford,  leaving  the  sixth,  C<jlonel  Floumoy,  in 
reserve.  Without  waiting,  Colonel  Munford  made  a  brilliant  and 
dashing  charge  with  his  regiment  in  line,  engaging  the  enemy  in  a  . 
hand  to  hand  contest,  which  lasted  until  the  twelfth  regiment  had 
alnaost  reached  the  scene  of  action,  when  the  enemy  commenced  a 
,  general  and  precipitate  retreat,  being  closely  pursued  by  the  second, 
twelfth,  and  a  portion  of  the  seventh  regiment  of  Virginia  cavalry. 
Our  men  followed  beyond  Lewis  ford  as  far  as  the  Centreville  and 
Warrenton  turnpike,  when  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit,  A 
number  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  left  upon  the  field.  Colonel  Broad- 
head,  of  the  first  Michigan,  was  mortally  wounded  in  a  hand  to  hand 
encounter  with  Lieutenant  Harman,  adjutant  of  the  twelfth  Virginia 
cavalry. 

We  captured  over  three  hundred  prisoners.    Our  loss,  five  killed 
and  forty  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  field  officers,  as  well  as  that  of  the  men,  of  the 

.aeeond  Virginia  cavalry,  surpassed  all  praise.     Sergeant  Leopold, 

cf  the,  twelfUi  Virginia  cavalry,  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  a&4 
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aeied  most  gaUaiitly  daring  its  continaaiioe.    He  iras  woioidad  in 
three  places. 

I  am,  very  respeetfally, 

lour  obedient  Servant, 

B.  H.  BOBERTBOK, 
Brigadier  General  ammwuding  OBttmhy. 
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RErOET  OF  COLONEL  THOMAS,  COMMANDING  SECOND 

BRIGADE. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Light  DiviaiON,  > . 
.     Oct(i>er  26,  186i.  J 

M  ajor  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Gencraly  Ligltt  Division  : 

Major  :  I  have  thq  honor  to  report  that  this  brigade,  on^Anguat 
f^th,  1862,  was,  by  order  of  General  Hill,  turned  from  its  line  of 
march  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Jack* 
son  ;  by  the  latter  wfis  placed  in  line,  at  rest,  in  the  border  of  a  wood ; 
Occupied  this  position  a  short  tim*3 ;  then,  by  order  of  General  Jackr 
son,  reported  to  General  Hill,  By  him  the  brigide  was  placed  in  a 
wood,  with  orders  to  support  General  Early,  who  occcupied,  at  that 
time,  the  right  of  our  line.  After  a  short  time,  by  General  J  ackson, 
it  was  ordered  to  tJike  position  t9  the  front  and  right.  While  this* 
order  was  being  executed,  a  brigade  in  front  of  the  third  was  being 
forced  back  ;  one  regiment,  the  fourtoenth  Georgia,  was  ordered  to 
support  it;  the  thirty-fifth,  forty-fifth  and  forty-ninth  Georgia  regi- 
ments occupied  the  extreme  right  of  oar  line,  with  orders  to  hold  that 
position.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  wafl  checked,  and  this  position 
was  held  until  nearly  dark,  when  an  advance  was  ordered.  We  moved 
some  distance  through  the  field,  and  bivouacked  that  night  upon  tho 
ground  previously  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

On  Thursday,  August  28th,  near  Sudley  ford,  this  brigade  was  held^ 
in  reserve  by  order  of  General  Hill;  was  under  fire,  but  took  no  active 
part,  and,  after  the  enemy  gave' way,  moved  forward  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  on  the  field.  Early  on  Friday,  August  29&h,  the  march 
was  resumed,  with  directions  to  be  prepared  f  }r  an  attack  near  the 
railroad.  General  Gregg's  brigade  meeting  the  enemy  there,  this  bri- 
gade advanced  to  his  right,  the  regiments  b^3lng  thrown  in  successively 
until  all  became  engaged.  The  enemy  were  in  strong  position  on  the 
railroad.  We  at  once  advanced  and  drove  them  from  it.  This  posi- 
tion we  were  ordered  to  hold,  and,  if  possible,  to  avoid  bringing  on  a 
general  engagement,  and  held  it  against  several  attacks  of  the  enemy 
in  strong  fo^ce  during  the  day.  In  the  afternoon,  an  overwhelming 
force  attacked  ua,  now  almost  without  ammunition,  in  front  and  on 
the  left  flanks,  and  forced  us  back  a  short  distance,  when  General 
Petfler's  brigade  advanced'promptly,  and  in  fine  order,  to  the  assistance 
of  the  third,  most  of  which  joined  General  Pender,  and,  together, 
they  drove  back  the  enemy  some  distance  beyond  our  previous  posi- 
tion, which  was  held  until  night,  the  brigade  bivouacking  on  tbe  field. 
On  Saturday,  August  30th,  we  were  ordered  to  take  position  near 
the  left  of  the  line,  which  position  was  held  during  the  day  against 
repeated  attacks  of  the  enemy  in  strong  force.  Late  in  the  afternoon, 
the  third  brigade,  with  General  Pender's  and  General  Archer's,  was 

ordered  to  move  forward  in  echelon ;  the  enemy  were  diiven  back  a 
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diBtance  of  a  mile  and-a-kalf,  and  the  brigade  biTaoa^ed  that  niglil 
aome  distance  to  the  rear  of  die  enemy's  position  during  tbe  day. 

On  Monday,  September  1  st,  near  Oermantown,  the  tbird  was  ordered 
to  the  sapport  of  Qeneral  Gregg's  brigade.  After  a  sharp  conflict 
with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  they  were  &vei|  back,  and  the  field  held 
by  our  troops  that  night. 

On  September  14th  and  ISth,  th|s  brigade  was  ordered  to  support 
General  Pender,  then  advancing  npon  Harper's  Ferry.  iWe  wer9 
exposed  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  which  oansed  some  loss,  bat  took  no 
active  part,  and  had  moved  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's 
works  when  they  surrendered. 

At  Shepherdstown,  on  September  SOtb,  we  were  placed  in  position 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  and  ordered  to  advance  towards  the 
Potomac  river.  Moving  forward,  we  took  position  commanding  ths 
ford,  remained  under  a  heavy  artiUery  fire  until  night,  and  were  then 
ordered  back  to  camp. 

Colonel  R.  W.  Folsom,  fourteenth  Georgia  r^iment^  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  B.  Manning,  forty-ninth  Georgia  regiment,  and  Major  W. 
-  L.  Grice,  forty-fifth  Georgia  regiment,  led  their  commands  with  a 
skill  and  gallantry  highly  honorable  to.  them.  Major  Lewis  Ginter, 
Lieutenant  Wm.  Norwood,  of  the  staff,  and  Lieutenant  John  Tyler, 
acting  aid-de-camp,  performed  their  duties  with  gallantry  on  the  field, 
and  I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  their  valuable  services  to  me. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  •officers  wd  men  of  this  command  con- 
ducted themselves  on  the  field  in  a  manner  highly  honorabk  to  them. 
Their  courage,  their  cheerful  obedience  to  orders,  and  their  patient 
endurance  of  hardships,  cannot  be  commended  too  highly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Major,  with,  highest  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

^  EDWARD  L.  THOMAS, 
Cohnd  commanding  brigade. 
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BEFOBX  OF  BBIGADIEB  GENERAL  ARCHER. 

Headquarters  Archer's  Brioadb,      > 
^amp  Ortgg^  near  Frederiiksburg^  Fa.^  Murch  1,  1863.  ) 

Major  R.  Or  Morgan, 

A.  A.  General,  A.  P.  HilTs  Light  Divistm  : 

Major  :  I  h»Te  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  th^ 
operations  of  my  brigade,  in  the  series  of  battles  from  Warrentoa 
Springs  ford  to  Shepherdstown,  inelusiye : 

Warrenton  Springs  Ford,  24th  August,  1868. 

My  brigade  remained  in  bivouao  in  reserve,  in  the  edge  of  a  wood, 
until  the  diTisien  was  relieved  by  Hood's  division  aboat  snnsetj  and 
although  exposed  to  heavy  shelling  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  sua* 
tained  no  loss. 

Manassas  Junction,  S6th  August. 

The  morning  of  the  26th  August,  we  arrived  at  Manassas  Janction,. 
when  the  division  was  halted  in  column  of  brigades  to  the  left  of  the- 
depot.     My  brigade  was  soon  after  ordered  to  advance  in  the  direc-* 
tion  of  a  retreating  piece  of  artillery,  and  on  proceeding  about  a  half 
mile,  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  advanced  a  short 
distance  in  line,  and  then  filed  diagonally  to  the  left,  to  a  position 
near  the    hospital ;  General  Jackson  riding  up  at  that  time,   with  a 
battery,   ordered   me  to  support  the  battery.     The  enemy  was  soon 
broken  and  retreated  towards  the  railroad  bridge  of/  Ball  Run,  closely 
followed  by  a  battery  and  my  brigade,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  would  permit  the  artillery  to  follow.     I  then,  by  order  of  Oen* 
eral  Jackscn,  sent  the  nineteenth  Georgia  regiment  in  direct  pursuit, 
while,  with  the  other  regiments,  I  proceeded  down  the  railroad  track,, 
and  soon  b^^came  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  made  a  stand  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Bull  Run,  at  and  near  the  railroad  bridge.     After. 
about  a  half  hour's  firing,  I  crossed  the  Run  and  advanced  about  a* 
half  mile,  when  I  was  recalled  from  further  pursuit.     I  then  recrossedt 
the  Run  and  took  a  position  on  the  hill  commanding  the  bridge  where 
I  remained  until  about  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  ordered  to  return  ta 
the  Junction.     My  loss  in  this  action  was  four  killed  and  seventeen 
wounded.     The  regiments  of  my  brigade  were  commanded  as  follows : 
First  Tennessee,  Colonel  Turney;  seventh  Tennessee,  Major  Shop* 
pard ;    fourteenUi  Tennessee,  Colonel  Forbes ;    nineteenth  Georgia^ 
Captain  L.  Johnson,  and  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  Captain  Bush. 

Maktassas  Plains,  t8TH,  29th  and  30th  August. 

The  SSth  August,  after  marching  through  Centreville,  up  the  TTar^ 
renton  (vrnpike,  and  across  Bull  Bun,  my  brigade  was  formed  inline 
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en  the  right  of  and  fronting  a  "bj-road,  the  direction  of  ^hich  was 
nearly  parallel  with  the  railroad  cut.  Branch's  brigade  waa  formed 
to  my  rear,  and  Field's  on  my  right,  and  two  batteries^  the  open 
field  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front. 

About  five  o'clock,  P.  M ,  when  the  engagement  commenced,  I 
moved  forward  to  support  the  batteries  and  remained  under  a  heavj 
fire  of  shell  and  round  shot  from  batteries  to  the  front  Aid  left,  but 
without  sustaining  any  loss,  until  twilight,  when  the  artillery  fire 
eeascd,  and  the  whole  division  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  the  rail- 
road cut  in  the  woods.  The  ne^t  morning,  my  brigade,  with  Brax- 
ton's battery,  was  posted  on  a  hill  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  division, 
with  skirmishers  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  on  tho  left  flank.  Iq 
this  position  it  was  not  actively  engaged,  although  it  was  scmewhat 
annoyed  by  shell  from  battel  ies  in  front,  but  not  in  sight. 

About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  moved,  by  order  of  General  Hill  u 
the  right,  until  my  right  rested  on  a  road,  which  crosses  the  railrcai 
at  right  angles,  and  remained  there  within  supporting  distance  of 
other  brigades  of  the  division,  which  had  been  engaged  during  tbe 
day. 

Abput  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  during  an  interval  of  the  assaults  of  the 
enemy  General  Pender  sent  his  aid-de-camp  requesting  me  to  relieva 
him,  and  with  the  copsent  of  General  Hill,  who  was  near  me  at  the 
time,  I  immediately  marched  down  and  filed  to  the  right  into  the  rail- 
road cut.  As  my  leading  files  entered  the  railroad  cut,  I  perceivei 
the  enemy  advancing  up  it  from  the  left,  into  the  wood.  Unwillic  j 
to  commence  the  fight  until  my  troops  were  in  position,  I  did  not  call 
their  attention  to  the  enemy  until  half  of  my  last  regiment  (Colonel 
Tumey's  first  Tennessee)  had  entered  the  cut.  I  then  pointed  on: 
the  enemy  on  the  left,  and  ordered  that  regiment  to  fire,  which  it  dil 
with  great  effect.  The  first  fire  of  this  regiment  was  instantly  an- 
swered by  a  furious  assault  upon  my  whole  front.  At  this  time  laj 
own  brigade  was  the  only  one  in  sight  along  the  whole  line,  but  fJr 
twenty  minutes  or  more,  it  firmly  and  gallantly  resisted  the  attack, 
and  maintained  its  position  until  the  troops  came  up  on  my  right  anl 
left,  in  time  to  save  me  from  being  flanked.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of 
these  fresh  troops,  we  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  back- Several  hun- 
dred yards,  and  then  quietly  returned  to  our  position.  In  a  fewr  min- 
utes fresh  forces  of  the  enemy  arrived,  and  attacked  us  as  vigorously 
as  the  first;  they  were  as  firmly  resisted,  and  as  gallantly  repelleJ 
by  another  charge.  At  this  second  charge,  many  of  my  men  were 
out  of  ammunition  and  charged  with  empty  rifles.  I  did  not  average 
over  two  cartridges  to  the  man.  A  third  assault  was  met  and  re- 
pulsed in  the  same  manner,  my  brigade  charging  upon  the  enemy 
with  loud  cheers,  and  driving  them  back  with  their  empty  rifles,  h 
was  after  sunset  when  we  resumed  our  position,  and  we  lay  upon  our 
arms  that  night,  with  a  strong  picket  in  front  to  prevent  surprise,  re- 
plenished our  ammunition  ^uring  the  njght,  and  next  morning  changed 
places  with  Early's  brigade,  which  had  come  in  on  our  left  the  even* 
ing  before,  and  in  front  of  which  a  heavy  skirmishing  fire  had  been 
kept  up  all  the  morning,  i   I  relieved  General  Early's  pickets  with 
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one  haadred  and  tMrty  men»  uader  the  brave  Lieatenant  Colonel 
George,  of  the  first  Tennessee  regiment,  who  is  always  ready  and 
anxious  fo]^he  most  daring  service.  The  firing  between  my  pickets 
and  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  the  wood  in  front,  became  so  rapid  and 
continuous  that  fearing  my  men  were  wasting  their  ammunition,  I  sent  ^ 
my  aid*de-camp,  Lieut.  0.  H.  Thomas,  to  ascertain  what  it  meant,  and 
to  stop  unnecessary  firing.  Ue  traversed  the  whole  line  of  pickets, 
exposed  to  the  aim  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  returned  to  me^ 
reporting  the  constant  fire  of  my  men  as  necessary  to  maintain  their 

p;roaad.     About o'clock,  the  troops  on  our  extreme  right  having 

become  hotly  engaged,  I  received  orders  from  General  Hill  to  draw 
out  my  brigade,  If  not  already  engaged  myself,  and  go  to  the  support 
of  the  right.     But  while  I  was  receiving  the  order,  the  enemy  drove 
i  a    my   pickets  and   attacked   my  brigade.     After  returning  his  fire 
for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  I  charged  across  the  railroad  cut  and  drove 
bim  back  into  the  woods.    No  one  joined  me  in  this  advance  except  Col- 
onel Smith's  regiment  of  Early's  brigade.     General  Early  ordered  . 
liim  back,  and  my  right  regiment  (Colonel  Turney's)  returned  with 
liim.     My  regim^ts  obtained  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  from  the 
cartridge-boxes  of  the  dead  Yankees,  and  resumed  their  position  in 
tho  line.     About  five  o'clock.in  the  afternoon,  an  order  came  through 
General  Pender,  for  a  general  advance.     I  advanced  in  line  with  Gen 
eral  Pender's  brigade,  which  formed  on  my  right,  through  the  wood 
into  the  open  field  beyond,  where  the  enemy's  battalions  were  posted. 
One  battery,  of  six  guns,  was  posted  about  three  hundred  yards  dis- 
tant from  the  point  where  we  entered  the  open  field,  and  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  direction  of  my  advance.     I  moved  on  in  the  same  direc- 
tion until  about  half  that  distance  was  passed,  then  swung  round  to 
the  left,  and  marched  in  double-quick  directly  on  the  battery.     My 
troops  never  for  a  moment  faltered  in  their  gallant  charge,  although  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  of  two  other  batteries,  besides  the  constant  fire  of 
the  one  we  ^i^re  charging,  and  of  its  infantry  supports.     The  enemy 
stood  to  his  guns,  and  continued  to  fire  upon  us  until  we  were  within 
seventy-five  yards,  when  he  abandoned  three  of  his  pieces,  whiA  fell 
iiito  the  hands  of  my  brigade  on  the  same  spot  where  they  had  been 
served  so  bravely.     General  Pender  overtook  and  captured  the  other 
three  pieces.     I  left  the  pieces  I  had  captured  to  be  taken  care  of  by    ^ 
whomsoever  toight  come  after  me,  and  pushed  on  without  halt  against 
the  infantry,  who  still  made  a  feeble  resistance  in  the  edge  of  the 
wood.  «  They  did  not  await  our  coming,  but  had  retreated  out  of  sight 
by  the  time  I  had  entered  the  wood. 

Here  I  halted  and  reformed  my  brigade,  and  on  moving  forward 
again  came  up  with  General  Pender's,  which  had  entered  the  same 
wood  to  the  right  of  my  brigade  and  had  halted  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. During  the  movement  through  the  wood  our  brigades  had 
crossed  each  other's  directions,  and  I  found  myself  on  his  right  .in- 
stead of  on  bis  left,  as  at  the  beginning.  From  this  point  our 
brigades  moved  on  together  to  the  Lewis  house,  where,  a  little  after 
dark,  wo  encountered,  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  house,  a  body  of 
the  enepiy'sAQ&ntry,  whose  numbers  we  could  not  ascertain  for  the 
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dirkness  of  the  night,  and  widi  wbom^  after  tbey  had  to  our^&al- 
lenge  answered  **  for  the  Union/'  we  exchanged  a  single  rollej  stud 
then  drove  them  from  the  field.  Here  we  found  a  la%e  hospital, 
filled  with  wounded,  and  during  the  night  and  next  morning,  cs|>- 
tared  ahout prisoners  and  collected  a  large  number  of  arms. 

In  this  engagement  my  less  was  seventeen  killed  and  oue  hundred 
and  ninety- six  wounded.  Amongst  the  former.  Captain  Bush,  com- 
manding the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  killed  29tb  August;  and,  among 
the  latter,  Colonel  W.  A.  Forbes,  fourteenth  Tennessee,  mortally,  on 
the  SOth  August,  near  the  enemy's  battery.  Colonel  Forbes  died  of 
his  wounds  a  few  days  after. 

The  regiments  of  my  brigade  were  commandea  as  follows,  vis: 
"First  Tennessee,  Colonel  Turney ;  seventh  Tennessee,  Major  Shep- 
pard;  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Forbes,  until  wounded,  and 
then  by  Major  Lockhart ;  nineteenth  Georgia,  Captain  F.  Johnson  ; 
and  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion  on  the  29th  August  by  Ci^tain  Bush, 
and  on  the  SOth  August  by  Lieutenant  Hooper. 

Among  the  officers  whose  gallantry  I  especially  noticed  in  this 
action  were  Lieutenant  Colonel  N.  J.  George,  fiiet  Tennessee,  and 
Lieutenant  Charles  Hooper,  fifth  Alabama ;  and,  among  the  privates. 

Dr.  J.  H.  G.  Quarkett,  of  Captain  — '• 's  company,   Hampton 

legion,  detailed  as  courier  at  my  headquarters,  who,  after  his  horse 
was  killed' under  him  on  Friday,  fought  with  conspicuous  valor,  and 
private  F.  M.  Barnes,  of  company  A,  fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
who  seized  the  colors  from  the  hands  of  the  wounded  color*bearer  and 
bore  them  bravely  through  the  fight.  My  thanks  are  especially  due 
to  Aid-de-camp  0.  H.  Thomas,  the  only  officer  of  my  staff  present, 
my  assistant  adjutant  general  being  absent  sick  since  a  few  days  after 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Run,  for  most  gallant,  intelligent  and  effieient 
service  throughout  the  action. 

Ox  Hill,  Scpteuber  Ist.  * 

Ac  the  battle  ot  Ox  Hill  my  brigade  was  held  in  reserve,  witiiin 
supporting  distance  of  Gregg's  and  Thomas'  brigades.  Hight  came 
on  and  the  battle  ceased  before  its  support  was'  needed. 

Harper's  Ferrt,  September  14th  and  15Vh« 

The  cTening  of  the  14th  of  September,  my  brigade,  Field's  and 
Pendei''s  moved  from  a  point  on  the  railroad,  by  a  by*-road,  teward 
the  southern  defences  of  Bolivar  Heights.  My  skirmishers,  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  soon  became  engaged  with  those  «of  the  enemy.  I 
immediately  formed  line  of  battle,  my  left  resting  on  the  road,  and 
advanced  steadily,  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  before  us,  until  I 
Jipproached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  full  view  and  range  of  their  bat- 
teries, when  I  filed  out  of  the  field  into  the  woods  on  my  right,  ift 
order  to  flank  the  enemy's  guns,  and  continued  to  advance  aa  rapidly 
as  the  rough  ground  and  abattis  would  permit  until  it.  became  dark, 
and  I  had  become  entangled  in  the  almost  impenetraUe.  ^«tti8,  whea 
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I  Kdtod,  and  we  lay  on  our  am0»  witliia  four  handred  yards  of  tbe 
enemy's  batteries,  daring  the^night. 

The  nekt  ^lorhing,  oar  artillery5  which  had  been  placed  in  position 
daring  the  night,  opened  a  destractiTe  fire,  apd  while  I  was  strag* 
^ling  through  the  abattis,  endeavoring  to  execute  an  order  from 
General  Hill  to  get  in  near  of  the  guns,  the  place  sarrendered^  My 
loss  in  thi»  action  was  one  killed  and  twenty-two  wounded. 

The  regiments  of  my  brigade  were  commanded  -as  follows,  vis : 
Pint  Tennessee,  Colonel  Tumey;  seven th  Tennessee,  Major  Shep- 
pard ;  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lockhart;  nineteenth 
Georgia,  Major  Ne^l ;  and  fifth  Alabama  battalion.  Captain  Hooper. 

Sharpsbuhg,  17tu  Septebiber. 

The  iiex{  morning,  after  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  being  too 
vtnwell  for  duty,  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Colo- 
nel Tumey,  first  Tennessee,  under  whom,  with  the  exception  of  the 
fifth  Alabama,  it  marched  to  the  battle-field  of  Sbarpsburg,  while  I 
followed  in  an  ambulance.  This  was  a  long  and  fatiguing  march* 
Many  of  the  men  fell  exhausted  from  the  march  by  the  way,  so  that 
when  the  four  regiments  of  my  brigade  reached  the  battlefield,  there 
were  only' three  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

I  resumed  command  just  as  the  brigade  was  forming  into  line  on 
the  ground  aseigned  to  it  by  General  Hill,  on  the  extreme  left  of  his 
division,  but  not  in  sight  of  any  of  its  oth^r  brigades.  Marching  by 
flank,  right  in  front,  along  the  Sbarpsburg  road,  the  brigade  was  halted 
and  faoad  to  the  right,  forming  line  of  battle  faced  by  the  rear  rank. 
OeneraP Toombs  was  in  line  on  the  same  road,  about  three  hundred 
yards  to  my  left,  with  open  ground  in  front.  In  fVont  of  my  posi- 
tion was  a  narrow  corn-field,  about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  then  a 
ploughed  field  about  three  hundred  yards  wide,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  which  was  a  stone  fence.  I  moved  forward  under  a  scattering 
mnsket  fire,  through  the  tall  com,  to  the  edge  of  the  ploughed  field, 
when  1  found  only  the  right  regiment  (the  fourteenth  Tennessee) 
with  me,  the  others  having  fiillen  back  to  the  road.  Some  one  had 
ealled  out  **  fall  back,"  which  was  mistaken  for  an  order  from  me.  I 
reformed  the. line  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  again  moved  forward 
against  the  enemy,  posted  in  force  behind  the  stone  fence.  In  pass- 
ing over  the  short  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the 
corn-field,  I  lost  nearly  one-third  of  my  ali'eady  greatly  reduced  com- 
mand, but  it  rushed  forward  alone,  at  double-quick,  giving  the  enemy 
bat  little  time  to  estimate  its  small  numbers,  and  drove  him  from  his 
Btrong  position.  By  this  time  it  was  nearly  sunset.  General 
Branch's  brigade  came  down  about  thirty  minutes  after  I  reached  the. 
wall  and  formed  some  thirty  paces  to  my  rear,  where  General  Branch . 
was  hilled,  and  Colonel  Lane,  assuming  command  of  his  brigade, 
moved  it  down  to  my  left. 

The  neit  morning,  about  nine  o'clock,  the  little  strength  witiP 
wtieh  I  entered  the  fight  being  completely  exhaa^ted^  I  ^rned  over 


*  f«4 

the  command  to  Colonel  Tumey,  reported  to  the  Major  General  com- 
manding, and  left  the  fie]  1. 

My  brigade  remained  ail  that  dtry  in  the  same  position  where  I  ha«l 
left  it,  and  on  the-morning  of  the  19th  of  September,  together  vitk 
Gregg^s  and  Branch's  brigades,  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  od 
its  return  to  the  Virginia  shore.    •  • 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  fifteen  killed  and  ninety  wonnded; 
among  the  latter.  Colonel  McCowel,  fourteenth  Tennessee,  ee^erelj, 
and  Captain  Flint,  nineteenth  Georgia,  dangerously.  The  gallant 
conduct  of  both  these  officers  attracted  my  attention,  though  when 
all  who  ^  ere  engaged  behaved  so  gallantly,  it  is  difScult  to  select 
examples  of  particular  merit. 

Captain  11.  H.  Archer,  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  though  not 
yet  recovered  from  a  severe  illness,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  aid,  and 
Lieutenant  Lcmmon,  ordnance  officer,  rendered  brave  and  eincient 
assistance,  and  charged  with  the  troops  upon  the  enemy. 

The  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  commanded  as  follows  :  First 
Tennessee,  Colonel  Turney  ;  seventh  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Uoward, 
adjutant;  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Cofonel  Lockhart,  au'l 
'  nineteenth  Georgia  by  Major  Neal. 

SlIEPIlERDSTOWN,    22nD    SEPTEMBER. 

I  resumed  command  of  my  brigade  the  evening  of  the  lOth  of  Sep- 
tember. On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  division  moved  down  to 
repel  the  enemy,  who  were  crossing  the  Potomac  at  the  Shepherds- 
town  ferry.  Line  of  battle  was  formed  in  a  corn-field,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  back  from  the  ferry.  Pender's  brigade  moveii 
forward  in  the  direction  of  the  ferry,  and  General  Gregg's  and  Colo- 
nel Thomas'  toward  a  point  somewhere  to  the  right.  When  General 
Pender  had  gotten  about  half-way  to  the  ferry,  General  Hill  directed 
me  to  take  command  of  the  three  remaining  brigades,  (Field's,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  on  the  right ;  Lances  in  the 
centre ;  and  my  own,  under  the  senior  Colonel  Turney,  on  the  left,) 
and  advance  to  the  support  of  Pender.  I  moved  straight  forwarl 
until  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  General  Pender's  brigade,  when, 
on  his  sending  me  back  information  that  the  enemy  was  attemptin.; 
to  flank  him  on  the  left,  I  moved  by  flank  to  the  left,  and  the  left  regi- 
ment of  my  brigade,  ajs  soon  as  it  was  unmasked  by  Pender's,  ani 
each  other  regiment  as  soon  as  unmasked  by  the  preceding  one,  weni 
in  at  dcuble-quick.  Colonel  Lanci's  next,  and  then  Field's,  were  ir. 
like  manner,  and  with  equal  spirit,  thrown  forward  on  the  enemy .v 
killing  many  and  driving  the  rest  down  the  precipitous  banks  into 
the  river. 

The  advance  pf  my  command  was  made  under  the  heaviest  artil- 
lery fire  I  have  ever  witnessed.     Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarde-i 
to  officers  and  men  for  their  conduct.     The  little  corps,  in  this,  as  in 
*oll  the  battles,  has  displayed  as  much  valor  as  any  troops  fti  the  field. 
Lieutenant  Shelley,  commanding,  that  oorps^  displayed  his  usual  gal- 
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lantry,  remaining  under  fire  in  the  discharge  of  h\fi  duty,  after  a 
severe  wound,  until  ordered  off  the  field. 

Gaptaia  Archer  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  and  Lemmon,  of  my  staff, 
rendered  valuable  and  eflScient  assistance. 

Wo   held   our  position  until  dark,  when  we   returned  to  camp  and 
took  up  our  line  of  march  the  s.ame  night  toward  Martinsburg. 

Tho  regiments  were  commanded  as  follows:  First  Tennessee,  Col-' 
pnel   Turney  ;  fourteenth  Tenneasee,  Lieutenant  Colonel   Lockhart; 
aerenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Howard,  adjutant ;  nineteenth  Geor- 
gia,  Captain  F.  Johnson.     • 

The  los^  of  the  brigade  was  six  killed  and  forty-nine  wounded. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  Gtneral  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PEfiDSR. 


Camp  near  Bunkersvelle,  Va.^ 
October  14,  1862. 

Lieatenant  General  T.  J.  Jackson  : 

General  :  J.  hare  the  hoBor  to  make*  the  folloiring  report  of  the 
part-  taken  bj  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Manasdas  Junctipn,  the  two 
days  fighting  at  Manassae,  the  battles  of  Ox  Uilly  Harper's  Ferry, 
Sharpsburg  and  Shepherdstown : 

At  Manassas  Junction,  while  lying  under  .cover  from  the  occHsional 
shots  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  a  brigade  of  their  infantry  was  seen 
approaching,  upon  which  our  battery  opened  and  they  soon  broke. 
My  brigade  being  in  rear  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  Generals  Branch 
and  Archer,  I  advanced  so  as  to  form  an  extension  of  their  *line  of 
battle  ;  but  as  they  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  my  brigado  <;ontinued 
to  move  forward  passing  by  the  hospital  near  our  advance  redoubts 
and  from  thence,  bearing  a  little  to  the  right,  in  the  direction  where 
the  railroad  crosses  Bull  Run,  going  east*;  but  when  getting  a  little 
lower  down  than  the  railroad  bridge,  I  changed  direction  so  as  to  get 
possession  of  it.  My  skirmishers  met  the  enemy  at  the  river,  and  aoon 
my  whole  brigade  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  across  the  river.  J 
held  this  position  ^or  a  while,  and  then  threw  two  regiments  across, 
preparatory  to  advancing  further ;  but  at  the  instigation  of  General 
Hill,  withdrew,  going  lower  down  and  crossing  in  order  to  cut  the 
enemy  off;  but  they  had  leftbefore  I  could  form  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river.  Thus  ended  the  fighting  that  day  as  far  as  I  was  concerned. 
My  loss  here  was  very  slight. 

On  Friday  morning,  August  29th,  my  brigade  was  placed  in  sup* 
porting  distance  of  Colonel  Thomas,  with  orders  to  support  him,  where 
it  remained  until  the  afternoon.  Finally  it  seeming  to  me  to  be  the 
time  to  go  to  his  assistance,  I  ordered  my  brigade  forward,  moving 
just  to  the  right  of  Colonel  Thomas.  My  men  moved  forward  very 
gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  back  across  the  railroad  cut,  through  the. 
woods^  on  the  opposite  side  and  beyond  their  batte;'ies  in  the  adjoining 
field.  A  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  was  on  the  right  of  this  wood, 
as  we  advanced,  was  flanked  by  my  command  and  the  cannoneefa  de- 
serted their  pieces.  My  line  was  halted  on  the  edge  of  the  field  in 
front  of  the  enemy,  where  I  remained  some  little  while,  whenebeing 
promised  support  from  one  of  the  staff  in  some  of  General  Ja(!kson't 
brigades,  I  crossed  the  fiel^to  attack  the  batteries.  My  men  advanced 
well,  receiving  grape  from  tneir  batteries ;  but  support  being  waited 
for  in  vain,  and  seeing  columns  on  my  left  and  right  manoeuvring  to 
flank  me,  I  withdrew  and  marched  back  to  the  railroad  cut,  a  little  to 
the  righ^  of  the  position  previously  held  by  General  Gregg.  General 
Arcl^pr  very  kindly  came  forward  and  relieved  uie  until  I  could  march 
4^  *i,Q  ^Q^  ^j^^  j,^g^  ^y  Qien.    I  was  ordered  to  my  exta^iM  Ifit  in 
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reserre,  and  remftiiied  there  mitil  Ibe  next  afternoon,  wben  I  was  or* 
dered  to  the^right  to  support  Boxne  one  of  General  Jackson'e  brfgades. 
I  marched  across  the  railroad  embankment,  moTing  obliqnely  to  the 
lefty  nntil  I  had  reached  the  large  field  again,  in  which  the  enemy 
-were  formed.  Finding  nothing  special  to  do  here,  unless  it  was  to 
attack  an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy  supported  very  strongly 
ly  artillery,  I  withdrew,  after  receiving  a  heavy  fire  of  grapa  and 
shell,  getting  back  to  the  railroad  cut  about  the  point  I  had  reached 
the  evening  before.  I  received  orders  from  you  to  march  in  conjunc- 
.tion  with  other  troops,  particularly  with  those  of  General  Archer, 
Colonels  Thomas  and  Taliaferro.  We  all  advanced  together,  taking 
the  enemy,  as  it  were,  in  echelon.  We  advanced  steadily  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  field,  through  the  woods,  taking  a  part  of  his  battery 
in  the  field  and  the  other  part  in  the  woods.  While  advancing  through 
this  field,  we  were  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  enfilade  fire  from  the  right. 
We  continued  our  advance  until  after  dark,  when  we  came  in  contact 
with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  each  man  fired  a  volley ;  exchanging  a  few 
shots  with  the  enemy,  they  ran  and  we  rested  for  the  night.  Thus 
ended  the  Manassas  fight  with  me. 

My  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  skulkers,  behaved  with 
great  gallantry  on  both  of  these  days ;  they  could  not  have  behaved 
better.  I  cannot  particularize  at  this  distant  day,  but  I  well  recol- 
lect that  Major  Cole,  comjoaanding  twenty-second,  behaved  as  he  had  al- 
ways done,  with  great  coolness  and  bravery.  Also,  Captain  Stone, 
commanding  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  and  uaptain  Ashford,  com- 
znaadiDg  thiity-eighth  North  Carolina,  the  latter  I  h»d  the  misfortune 
to  lose,  in  consequence  of  having  received  a  wound  in  the  leg. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  Ox  Hill,  the  head  of  the  column  comin^r  in  con- 
tact with  the  enemy,  my  brigade  was  for  a  few  moments  ordered  un- 
der cover  to  be  in  support.  Very  soon  I  received  orders  from 
General  Jacksbn,  to  go  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Brockenbrough, 
who  reported  he  was  hard  pressed.  I  moved  forward  several  hundred 
yards,  when  I  ckime  in  rear  of  Colonel  BrockenbrougVs  brigade, 
which  caused  mine  to  be  thrown  slightly  out  of  order ;  two  regiments 
be^rin^  to  the  right,  and  thus  getting  separated  from  the  others  be- 
fore I  saw  the  troul)le.  The  woods  were  quite  thick ;  1  however 
moved  them  on,  bringing  two  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Thomas, 
and  the  others  to  the  assistance  of  General  Branch,  who  was  some 
distance  to  the  right.  My  brigade  was  thus  placed  between  the 
two  above  named  brigades,  with  a  short  interval  in  my  centre. 
Only  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-  fourth  North  Carolina,  on  the  right, 
were  actively  engaged.  After  reaching  the  next  field  in  which  the 
enemy  were  posted,  no  attempt  was  made  to  advance.  My  two  regi- 
ments suffered  very  severely  from  direct  and  flank  fire*  This  con- 
tinued till  about  dark,  I  having  previously  caused  ixrf  fir^  to  cease. 
Colonel  Riddick  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller,  thirty-fouth,.both  re^ 
ceived  wounds  t>f  which  they  died.  Captain  Stone,  commanding 
sixteenth  North  Carolina,  was  also  wounded. 

At  Harper's  Ferry,  my  brigade  was  on  the  left  of  tho  division  advano- 
tog  from  the  point  where  the  railroad  and  river  meet.    A(^ brigade  ad- 
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Tanced  within  i^oat  sixty  yards  pf  the  breastwork  oa  the  west  front 
of  liolivar  Heights,  having  that  night  exchanged  shots  whh  the  enenj 
several  times  on  ti^ir  way  there.    Colonel  Brewer,,  next  in  comm&i. 
of  the  brigade,  at  this  time,  did  himself  great  credit  in  the  manner  i: 
which  he  handled  it.     Being  absent  when  my  brigade  b^  reacb^ 
this  advanced  position,  on  my  return  I  ordered  it  to  fall  back  a  shon 
distance,  knowing  no  troops  were  in  a  supporting  distance.    The  next 
morning,  according  to  your  order,  I  moved  nearer,  under  cover,  wbil 
our  artillery  played  upon  the  enemy.     The  artillery  ceasing,  I,  il 
obedience  to  previous  orders,  commenced  the  advance,  but  halted  ci 
the  fire  of  our  artillery  opening  again.     I  remained  in  this  posirior.. 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  above   Dame«i 
breastwork,  until  after  the  surrender.     Here,  again,  my  officers  au: 
men  behaved  finely.    At  Sharpsburg,  on  Wednesday,  September  IGih, 
my  brigade  was  on  the  right  of  the  division,  but  not  actually  engage!. 
being  under  fire  at  long  range  of  musketry.  The  next  morning  I  waa 
ordered  to  take  position  between  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  on  the  lef;, 
and  Colonel  Lane,  on  my  right.     Here  we  were  exposed  all  day  t^- 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  about  six  hundred  yards  distant.     We 
remained  in  this  position  until  lute  at  night.     At  ShepberdstoT^n, 
September  18,  1862,  my  brigade  formed  ihe  left  of  our  division.   A-l- 
vancing  to  within  about  three  hundred  yards,  we  were  opened  upon 
by  the  artillery  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  lasted  all 
day  at  ^  most  terrible  rate,  we  came  upon*  the  infantry  which  haJ 
crossed,  I  had  gone  t(f  the  left  to  oppose  this  force,  which  was  far 
superior  to  my  ^wn.     Finding  an  efi'ort  made  to  flank  me,  I  placed 
two  regiments  under  cover  from  artillery,  facing  the  river,  and  threw 
the  others  on  my  left  flank  so  as  to  check  this  disposition  of  the  ene- 
my..   Holding  this  position  a  short  time,  General  Archer  came  op 
with  three  brigades  to  the  support  of  the  advanced  line,  and,   upon 
seeing  the  flanking  movement  of  the  enemy,  moved  quickly  to  the 
left,  when  we  advanced,  driving  them  headlong  \into  the  river.     After 
driAMUg  them  from  the  plain,  1  sent  the  twenty-second  North  Caro- 
lina, under  the  gallant  M&jer  Cole,  to  the  river  bank  to  take  them  as 
thej  crossed,  and  this  it  did  nobly.    Others  of  my  brigade  had  gone  to 
the  river;  but  finding  them  too  much  exposed,  I  dklled  them  back  under 
a  hill  just  overhanging  the  river.     I  called  out  those  I  had  first  left 
in  this  exposed  position,  leaving  Major  Cole  with  twenty  men,  who 
remained  all  day,  the  enemy  being  in  heavy  force  in  the  canal  on  \he 
opposite  side.    We  were  exposed  all  day  to  a  tremendous  fire  of  artil- 
lery, and  also  to  the  fire  of  their  sharpshooters. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Major 
General,  the  distinguished  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant R.  A.  Brewer,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  whom  I  recommend 
for  promotion^  I  would  also  beg  leave  to  mention  the  names  of  a  fe^ 
whoso  actions  entitle  them  to  notice  in  the  twenty-second.  The  list 
will  be  rather  long,  as  it  is  upon  it  and  its  commanders  that  I  usually 
call  when  any  special  and  dangerous  services  are  to  be  performed 
Major  C.  C.  Cole,  commanding  twenty-second,  always  acts  with  cool- 
ness, courage  and  skill ;  Captain  Odell,  acting^  field  officer,  has  inra- 
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riably  behaved  in  a  highly  commendable  manner ;  Captain  Oeorge 
Graves,  twenty- second,  is  mentioned  for  great  gallantry,  and  for 
having  remained  vrith  his  company  even  while  very  sick;  Second 
Lieotenant  David  Edwardf*,  of  the  same  regiment,  at  Manassas,  with 
the  help  of  two  men,  rushed  ahead  of  the  regiment  and  captured  a 
piece  of  artillery,  when  it  was  on  the  eve  ^f  escaping,  having  a  hand 
to  hand  engagement  with  the  enemy.  At  Harf^er's  Ferry  he  also 
acted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  particularly  noticed.  Sergeant  Oxford, 
of  company  H,  twenty-second,  is  mentioned  for  great  daring  and 
coolness  at  Shepherdstown ;  Sergeant  Jesse  H.  Pinkerton  is, men- 
tioned as  always  going  ahead  with  the  colors,  and  by  his  undaunted 
courage  encouraging  others.  Ho  is  a  young  man  and  mentioned  for 
promotion.  Captain  Stome  commanded  sixteenth  North  Carolina 
at  Manassas  Junction,  the  two  diiys'  fighting  at  Manassas,  and  at  Ox 
Hill,  until  wounded  ;  he  behaved  with  great  credit  to  himself.  Lieu* 
tenant  Colonel  Stome,  commanding  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  at 
Shepherdstown,  Harper's  Ferry  and  Sharpsburg,  behaved  with  great 
gallantry.  Second  Lieotenant  John  Ford,  of  the  same  r&giment,  at- 
tracted my  attention  for  his  good  demeanor  in  all  the  battles.  Cap- 
tain Ashford,  commanding  thirty-eighth  North  Caralina,  at  Manassas 
Junction  and  at  Manassas,  where  he  was  wounded,  has  entitled  him- 
self to  notice,  as  well  as  promotion,  by  his  uniform  bravery  and  good 
conduct.  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Robinson,  also  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, have  attracted  my  attention  more  than  once,  as  also  Adjutant 
Mclntyre.  There  are  others,  too  numerous  to  mention,  who  have 
escaped  my  memory  at  this  late  hour. 
The  list  of  casualties  is  as  follows : 

Near  Warrention  Springs,  August  20, 

Manassas  Junction,  August  27, 

Manassas,  August  29  and  SO, 

Ox  Hill,  September  1, 

Harper's  Ferry,  September  14  and  15, 

Sharpsburg,  September  17  and  18, 

Shepherdstown,  September  20, 


Respectfully,  &c., 


Killed. 

Wounded, 

1 

3 

1 

3 

13 

145 

18 

46 

2 

SO 

3 

28 

8 

65 

33 

300 

W.  D.  PENDER. 

Brigadier 

General. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LANE;    • 

HCADQUAETBRS    FoUJRTH   BlIGADS,  > 

November  14,  1863.      ) 
Major  R.  G.  Morgan  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  purt  taken 
by  this  brigade  in  the  varioae  engagements  from  Cedar  Ran  to  Shep- 
herda^own,  inclusive.  The  report  must*  necessarilj  be  imperfect,  as 
I  was  not  in  command  of  the  brigade  until  after  General  Branch's 
fall,  while  most  of  the  ofiScers  who  commanded  the  different  regiments 
are  now  absent  and  did  not  let^ve  with  the  assistant  adjutant  general 
any  account  of  the  part  taken  in  the  various  battles  by  their  respec- 
tive commands. 

Cedar  Ruk,  August  9th. 

After  a  long,  rapid  and  weary  march,  we  reached  the  battle*field  at 
Cedar  Run  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  August  and  took  the  position 
assigned  us  in  line  of  battle  by  General  Branch,  in  the  woods,  to  the 
left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  run,  the  right  of  the  thirty-seventh 
resting  on  the  road,  the  twenty-eighth,  thirty-third,  eighteenth  and 
seventh  being  on  its  left.  The  twenty- eighth,  thirty-third,  eighteenth, 
and  thirty-seventh  moved  cheerfully  and  irresistibly  forward,  and  in 
perfect  order,  through  the  woods,  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  succeeded 
in  flanking  the  first  (Stonewall)  brigade  of  General  Jackson's  division, 
which  wiM  rapidly  giving  way.  The  enemy's  infantry  were  soon 
drii^n  from  the  woods  into  the  field  beyond,  and  both#  inCantry  and 
cavalry  were  finally  driven  in  great  disorder  from  the  scene  of  action. 
Many  prisoners  were  taken,  and  many  ethers  deserted  their  colors 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves.  After  advancing  in  line 
beyond  Cedar  Run,  we  were  half-wheeled  to  the  right  and  marched 
across  the  road,  through  a  field  of  corn  and  over  an  open  field,  until 
we  reached  the  left  of  the  forces  under  Brigadier  General  W.  B. 
Taliaferro,  where  we  were  halted.  It  was  then  dark,  and  the  infantry 
firing  had  ceased  in  all  directions.  During  the  entire  engagement, 
the  officers  and  men  behaved  as  well  as  could  be  desired,  notwith- 
standing the  disorderly  manner  in  which  some  of  the  troops  we  were 
ordered  to  support  fell  back. 

Lieutenants  Dunn  and  Coltraine,  of  the  first  Virginia  (Irish)  bat- 
talion, tendered  me  their  services  on  the  field,  as  they  had  been  left 
without  a  command.  I  put  them  in  charge  of  two  companies  of  the 
twenty-eighth  regiment,  previously  eommanded  by  sergeants,  and 
both  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them  only  as  brave  men  can  do. 

#or  loss  .was  twelve  killed  and  eighty-eight  wounded.  I  did  not 
see  the  seventh  regiment  after  we  were  ordered  forward,  and,  as  Col- 
onel Haywood  is  absent,  I  ^ill  submit  so  much  of  Captain  Turner's 
report  as  relates  to  the  part  tiken  by  his  regiment  in  this  engagemenl. 
When  the  brigade  moved  forward,  this  regiment,  for  erases  m^imm 
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to  thm  writer,  Sid  ttbt  moT«  ft>r  ttmnd  mhmhi^  fthd  omteqiteiidjr  irsc 
considerablj  behiud  the  brigade.    We  were  finally  ordered  forward^ 
but  had  not  proceeded  more  than  one  huadred  yarde,  when  we  were 
halted  aad  the  line  dressed.     By  this  time  the  brigade  was  entirely 
out  of  sight.     We  marched  forward,  and  were  again  halted  and  the 
lino  dressed.    We  next  wheel^  to  the  right  and  marched  into  a  roa4 
ruBuing  nearly  perpendicular  to  our  original  line  of  battle.     Colonel 
Hay  wood,  at  this  point,  left  th|  regiment  to  look  for  General  Branch.'* 
The  command  then  devolved  upon  Captain  B.  B.  liilcRae,  who,  hear- 
ing heavy  firing  in  our  front,  was  just   on  the  eve  of  ordering  the 
^egim^nt  in  that  direction,  'when   Colonel   Haywood  returned  witk 
orders  from  General  Jackson.     We  then  marched  by  the  right  flank 
to  a  wheat- field  on  the  left  of  the  Culpeper  road,  and  formed  on  a  hill 
in  rear  of  and  Nearly  perpendicular  to  the  brigade,  which  was  then  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hill  Knd  in  the  same  field.     We  marched  forward  at 
a  dooble-quick  to  the  support  of  General  Taliaferro's  division,  which 
we  found  engaging  a  force  of  the  enemy  concealed  in  a  corn-field. 
We   fired  several  rounds,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled.      We 
puraaed  them  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  taking  about  thirty 
prisoners,  including  two  commissioned  oflScers,  when  we  were  halted 
by  command  of  General  Tc^iaferro  and  marched  to  a  point  on  the 
Culpeper  road,  where  we  joined  the  brigade  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night.     The  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  one 
wounded  in  this  action. 

Shelumg  -Across  ths  Rappahannock,  August  34th. 

On  Sunday,  August  24th,  the  eighteenth  regiment  was  ordered  to 
the  support  of  Mcintosh's  battery.  It  lay  daring  the  whole  of  the 
day  nncter  a  very  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  but  -sustained 
no  loss.  The  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-third  regiments  were  sent, 
under  my  command,  to  support  Braxton's  and  Davidson's  batteries, 
and  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  across  the 
Rappahannock  near  the  Warrenton  White  Sulphur  Springs.  I  threw 
a  portion  of  the  twenty-eighth  far  in  advance  into  an  open  fiela,  as 
far  ^  practidkble,  to  act  as  sharpshooters,  and  kept  the  rest  of  my 
command  sheltered  behind  a  hill.  We  had  only  three  wounded, 
althoDgh  we  were  under  a  very  heayy  shelling  all  that  day.  The  re- 
maining regiments  were  also  under  nre  a  part  of  the  time. 

Man^lSSas  JuNcnoN,  August  26th. 

We  reached  Manassas  Junetion  the  morning  of  the  third  day  after 
the  aboTs  shelling.  The  eighteenth  regiment  was  detached  to  guard 
the  eaptured  stores,  and  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  halted  not  far 
from  die  depot,  near  an  earthwork  to  the  left. '  While  resting  and 
awiiiting  »n  issue  of  Yankee  rations,  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing 
upon  oar  position  in  line  of  battle.  General  Branch  immediately  jfl% 
bis  coipinand  in  motion,  and  moved  by  4)ie  flank  to  the  left  of  a  bat<* 
tory  piuted  &ear  the  earthwork.    Oar  artillery  opened  upon  th^i^ 
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(kKm  ptit  them  to  flight,  aad  W6  pnrened  {hem  rapidly,  in  %  dni§ima} 
direction,  across  the  field  in  rear  of  the  hospital,  and  soaie  dis* 
tance  beyond  Bull  Run,  bat  never  OTortook.  the  main  body,  as  tba 
Crenshaw  battery  advanced  more  rapidly  than  we  did,  aad  poared 
charge  after  charge  of  canister  into  their  disordered  ranks.  Wesuc* 
ceeded;  however,  in  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners. 

Manassas  Plains,  August  !^th,  29th  and  30th. 

Next  day,  after  marching  through  Centreville  and  across  Ball 
Bun,  on  the  stone  bridge  road,  we  were  ordered  from  the  road,  to  the 
right,  into  a  piece  of  woods,  fronting  a  large  open  £eld,  in  which  one. 
of  our  batteries  was  planted.  As  soon  as  the  engagement  was  opened 
on  our  right,  General  Archer's  brigade,  which  was  in  front  of  us, 
moved  from  the  woods  into  the  field,  up  to  arid  to  the  right  of  the 
battery,  where  it  was  halted.  Our  brigade  also  moved  a  short  dis- 
tance into  the  field  in  the  same  direction,  when  the  en^my  opened 
a  left  enfilade  artillery  fire  upon  us.  General  Branch  then  ordered 
the  twenty-eighth  regiment  to  continue  its  march,  and  directed  me  to 
halt  it  in  rear  of  General  Archer,  while  he  moved  the  rest  of  his  com- 
mand some  distance  to  the  left.  The  whole  brigade,  with  no  protec- 
tion whatever,  stood  this  artillery  fire  for  several  hours  in  the  open 
field.  The  eighteenth  at  one  time  was  ordered  to  the  suppc^t  of 
General  Ewell,  and  was  marched  down,  but,  as  the  enemy,  had  been 
driven  from  the  field,  it  was  not  put  in.  None  of  us  were -actively 
engaged  that  day,  and  about  nightfall  the  whole  command  was  moved 
into  the  woods,  into  the  railroad -cut,  where  we  slept  upon  our  arms. 
Next  day  we  were  marched  a  circuitous  route  and  brought  back  into 
an  open  field,  near  the  sj)ot  where  we  had  spent  the  night*  Oapt. 
Crenshaw,  who  was  in  eommand  of  his  battery,  in  front  of  us, 
notified  General  Branch  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  our  front. 
Captain^  Turner,  of  the  seventh,  was  immediately  sent  to  the  left 
of  the  battery,  with  his  company,  to  act  as  skirmishers.  Soon  after, 
General  Branch  ordered  me  to  take  command  of  the  twenty-eighth 
and  thirty -third  regiments  and  dislodge  the  enemjr,  who  were  ia 
^e  wood  beyond  the  field  of  corn. 

On  passing  beyond  the  small  cluster  of  woods,  to  the  rigkt  of  the 
Crenshaw  battery,  we  saw  the  enemy  retreating  in  confusion  before 
Captain  ^Turner's  skirmishers.  We  continued  to  advance  until  we 
saw  General  Gregg's  brigade  in  the  woods  to  our  right.  It  was  here 
that  I  learned  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  the  woods,  and  tliat  General 
Gregg  had  been  ordered  not  to  press  them.  I  deemed  it  advisable  to 
inform  General  Branch  of  these  facts,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  re* 
main  where  I  was.  I  had  three  companies  at  the  time  deployed  as 
skirmishers  along  the  fence  in  front  of  us,  and  connecting  with  those 
first  sent  out  under  Captain  Turner.  The  enemy  advanced  upon 
General  Gregg  in  strong  force  soon  after  we  halted,  and  General 
B^ftnch,  with  the  rest  of  his  command,  advanced,  to  his  support*  The 
thirty-seventh  first  became  m^tively  engaged.  The  enemy  <q>enad  a 
deadly  fire  upon  this  .regiment.     The  eighteenth,  under  Lieut^ant 
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C^loAfl  Piir4ie»  slid  die  seve&tli,  trnder  Captain  M^R*e,  weat  to  ltd 
Msistance,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  in  disorder  beyond  the  railroad 
cut.  The  enemy  were  repulsed  in  two  subsequent  attempts  to  driire 
these  regiments  from  their  positions.  The  thirty-third,  under  Colonel 
HokOy  also  fought  well  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  these  regiments, 
and  once  gallantly  advanced  into  the  open  field  in  front  and  drove  the 
eaemy  back  in  disorder.  Up  (o  this  time  the  twenty  -eighth' had  not  bew 
engaged,  and  as  the  other  regiments  were  nearly  out  ^  ammunition^ 
General  Braaoh  ordered  it  to  join  him,  intending  to  make  iteovar  hii 
front.  The  order  was  not  delivered  properly,  and  the  regiment  weoft 
into  notion  to  the  left  of  General  Field's  brigade  it  advanced 
boldly  into  the  woods,  driving  the  enemy  before  it,  although  exposed 
to  a  left  enfilade  and  direct  fire,  but  fell  back  when  it  found  itsett 
alone  isi  the  woods  and  unsupported.  The  men,  however,  rallied  and 
reformed  in  the  centre  of  the  open  field  and  advanced  &,  second 
time,  when  the  enemy  was  not  only  driven  beyond  the  cut,  but  entirely 
out  of  the  woods.  Never  have  I  witnessed  greater  bravery  and  dea- 
peratiea  than  was  that  day  displayed  by  this  brigade.  We 
were  not  actively  engaged  the  next  day,  but  held  our  position,  under 
a  heavy  artillery  fire  rand  very  heavy  skirmishing,  until  late  in  the 
afternoon*  We  then  followed  up  the  enemy  until  aboQt  ten  o^clocl^ 
P.  M.,  advancing  in  line  through  a  body  of  woods  nearly  to  a  large 
hospital,  in  which  the  enemy  had  left  many  of  his  wounded.  Our 
loss  in  this  three  days'  battle  was  thirty  (filled,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  wounded  and  some  missing.  •     \ 

Ox  IliLL,  Septhmbsr  Ist. 

The  pnrauit  was  continued  the  whole  of  Sunday,  and  on  Monday  after- 
noon, about  four  o'clock,  we  came  up  with  th^  enetny  again  at  Ox  HiH-^ 
near  Fairfax  Court-House,  en  the  Alexatvdria  and  Winchester  turn- 
pike, when  the  engagement  was  immediately  opened.  This  brigade 
pressed  eagerly  forward,  through  an  open  field  and  apiece  of  woods  ^ 
the  edge  of  another  field,  where  we  were  for  a  short  time  exposed  ti^ 
the  enemy's  infantry  fire,  without  being  able  to  return  it.  An  attempit 
vas  jnade  to  flank  as  on  thje  right,  and  the  eighteenth  regiment  was 
iaunedifltly  detached  from  the  centre  of  the  brigade  and  ordered  tji 
the  right  te  prevent  the  movement,  which  it  did,  sustaining  a  deadly 
firci  utks^pported.  The  enemy's  direct  advance  was  through  a  field 
$f  corn,  in  which  he  sustained  great  loss,  notwithstanding  most  oi 
Mr  giins  fired  badly,  on  acconnt  of  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  during 
the  engagement.  On  learning  that  our  ammunition  was  nearly  out, 
General  Branch  made  knoVn  the  fact,  and  was  ordered  to  h^ld  his  po- 
lition  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Wc  remained  where  we  were 
mtil  dark,  when  the  whole  oommand  fell  back  to  the  field  in  rear  nf 
the  woods.  The  twenty^eigbth,  cold,  wet,  and  hungry,  was  then  <»:- 
dared  J>aek  to  the^field  of  battle  to  do  picket  duty  for  the  night,  with- 
ant  firea.  XUb  engagement  ia  regarded  by  this  brigadet  as  one  of 
our  sovenMit.  The  onemy'a  infantry  nsed  a  great  niaay  explosive 
Ma. 
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Our  loss  was  fourteen,  kill^y  ninetj-two  t^ovikM,  sft^  two 

IBg. 

Harper's  FBtTBT. 

The  second  day  after  the  engagement  at  Ox  Hill  we  mareheJt 
through  Leesburg,  crossed  the  Potomac  inta  Maryland  on  the  5th  and 
noted  in  the  direction  of  Frederick,  where  we  remained  several  days. 
'  Then  re^ossed  the  Potom%e  at  Williamsport  and  marched  on  Harper's 
Ferry y  through  Martinsburg.  The^  evening  of  the  14th,  we  advanced 
down  the  Winchester  and  Harper's  Ferry  railroad.  The  seventh  regi- 
ment was  in  advance,  and  its  skirmishers,  commanded  by  Captain 
Knox,  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  from  a  high 
position  overlooking  the  railroad.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade 
reached  this  position  after  midnight  and  there  slept  upon  their  arms 
«mtil  day,  when  every  one  was  in  readiness  snd  awaited  the  order  to 
advance.  After  a  .short,  biat  rapid  and  well-directed,  artillery  fire 
from  our  batteries,  the  enemy  displayed  several  white  flags,««nd  we 
inarched  into  the  place  without  further  resistance. 

We  captured  several  prisoners  the  evening  of  the  1 4th.     0«r  l#8S 
ipas  four  wounded. 

Sharpsburg,  Septckrer   tST. 

We  left  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  1 7th  of  September,  and  after  a  very 
rapid  and  fatiguing  march,  recrossed  the  Potomac^nd  reached  Sharpa- 
bnrg  in  time  to  participate  in  the  fight.  The  entire  brigade  was  or- 
dered to  the  right,  and  on  reaching  the , field,  the  twenty-eighth  was 
detached  by  General  A.  P.  Hill  in  person  and  sent  on  the  road  to 
the  left,  leading  to  Sharpsburg,  to  repel  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who 
were  advancing  through  a*  field  of  corn.  The  rest  of  the  brigade 
..moved  nearly  at  right  angles  to  our  line  .and  on  the  enemy's  flank. 
The  thirty-third,  seventh,   and  thirty-seventh   were  the   regiments 

Srincipally  engaged.  They  fought  well  and  assisted  in  driving  back 
kee  separate  and  distinct  columns  of  the  enemy.  The  eighteenth 
was  not  actively  engaged.  I  was  ordered,  about  sunset,  to  rejoin  the 
brigade,  and  on  doing  so,  ascertained  that  General  Branch  had  been 
killed.  It  was  after  sunset  when  I  assumed  command  of  the  brigade. 
I  found  the  seventh,  thirty-seventh,  and  thirty-third  posted  behind  a 
atone  fence,  and  the  eighteenth  sheltered  in  r  hollow  in  rear.  I  or- 
dered the  twenty-eighth  to  the  left  of  the  line,  but  the  t>rder  was  de- 
livered to  the  eighteenth,  which  was  posted  to  the  left  behind  a  rail 
fence,  a  portion  of  it  being  broken  back  to  guard  against  a  flank 
movement.  The  twenty-eighth  was  posted  to  the  left  of  the  seventh 
Ha  tlie  opening  caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  few  Georgia  troopa. 
Although  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  we  held  onr  position 
'«ntil  ordered  to  fall  back  on  the  night  of  the  1 8th.*  We  did  n^t  cross 
4h6  river  until  late  next  day.  General  Gregg's,  General  Archer's, 
and  this  brigade  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  army^  and  were  kept  ki 
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liiM,  fiMiog  the  raemj,  UBtil  in&ntry,  artillery,  cavalrj,  wagons,  and 
ambnlanees  had  ^1  safely  crossed. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  one  brigadier  general  (L.  O'B., 
Branch)  killed,  twenty  others  killed,  seventy-nine  wounded,  and  foar 
missing. 

Shbphsrdstown,   September  20th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  September,  we  were  moTSd,  with  tbe 
balance  of  the  division,  back  to  the  ferry  near  Shepherdstown.  SoOn 
after  we  bad  taken  our  position  in  line,  in  the  field  of  corn  in  rear  of 
the  wheat  stacks,  we  were  ordered  to  advance  in  the  face  of  a  storm 
of  ronnd  shot,  shell  and  grape.  We  moved  forward  in  line  until  We 
roacfaed  Oenei^al  Pender's  brigade,' sheltered  behind  the  hill  in  front 
of  the  residence  near  the  ferry.  Finding  that  he  was  out-flanked  on 
the  left,  we  then  moved  by  the  left  until  we  .unmasked  his  brigade. 
The  men,  on  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill,  raised  a  yell  and  poui'ed 
a  deadly  fire  into  the  enemy,  who  fled  precipitately  and  in  great  con- 
fusion to  the  river.  Advancing  at  a  double-quick,  we  soon  gained 
the  bank  of  the  river  and  continued  our  destructive  fire  upon  those 
who  were  attempting  to  regain  the  Maryland  shore  at  the  old  dam  just 
above  the  ferry.  We  held  our  position  all  that  day  immediately 
upon  the  bank  of  the  other  river,  though  exposed  to  the  heaviest  can- 
nonading of  the  war  and  in  range  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who 
were  pasted  in  strong  force  on  the'  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Our  less  three  tilled  and  seventy-one  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Purdie,  who  bravely  commanded  the  eighteenth 
in  most  of  these  engagements,  desires  that  special  mention  should  be- 
made  of  Captain  John  D.  Barry,  of  company  I,  for  his  coolness  and 
'gallantry  and  devotion  to  duty.  Captains  Turner  and  Knox,  of  th» 
aeventh,  have  on  all  occasions,  but  especially  as  commanders  of  skir- 
mishers, won  the  admiration  of  the  entire  brigade  by  their  daring 
and  efficiency.  Lieutenants  Clominger  and  McCauley,  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  are  also  deserving  special  notice  for  their  great  bravery  and 
faithfi^ness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
Very  respectmlly, 

JAMES  H.  LANE, 

Brigadier  General. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  McGOWAN. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 
A.  P.  EUTs  Light  Divisum^  Second  Army  Oorps^ 
Camp  Gregg,  Va..  Feb.  9,  I86S, 


■\ 


Major  R.  C.  Morgan, 

AstisUnU  AdjuUmt  Gtneral : 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Major  General  Hill  to 
send  in  a  report  of  all  military  operations  in  which  this  brigade  was 
engaged,  *' from  the  time  when  General  Lee  took  command  at  Gor- 
donsville,  to  the  time  when  we  left  the  Valley/'  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  general  statement,  which  has  been  delayed  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  two  regiments  on  fatigue  duty.  Not 
having  been  in  command  of  the  brigade,  but  only  of  one  of  its  regi- 
menta,  (the  fourteenth  South  Caroliua  volunteers,)  during  these 
•operations,  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  such  a  detailed  report  of 
particular  events  as  the  subject  deserved,  but  am  obliged  to  content 
myself  with  a  mere  outline  of  operations — the  most  important. 
Would  that  the  lamented  General  Gregp,  lately  in,  command  of  the 
brigade,  was  here  to  make  out  the  report  of  achievements  in  which  he 

Eerformed  so  large  a  part  himself,  and  which  he  could  have  recorded 
etter  than  any  one  else.  I  understand  that  the  call  does  not  iiiclude 
the  Cedar  Run  or  Slaughter  Mountain  campaign,  which  this  brigade, 
as  part  of  your  division,  made  under  Major  General  (now  Lieutenant 
General)  Jackson* 

Crossing  the  Rappahannock. 

On   Saturday,   the    16th   of  August,  1862,  the   second  brigade, 

1  Gregg's,  now  under  my  command,)  A.  P.  UilPs  light  division,  moved 
rom  its  bivouac,  between  Gordonsville  and  Orange  Court- House,  to 
Crenshaw's  farm,  near  the  Rapidan  river,  where  it  remained  until  the 
20th  of  August,  when,  crossing  the  river  at^  Summersville  ford,  we 
advanced,  under  the  orders  of  General  Lee,  against  the  forces,  of 
General  Pope,  which  were  ocaupying  the  whole  country  north  of  that 
river.  The  enemy  fell  back  before  us  through  Culpeper  county ;  and 
we  reached  the  north  branch  of  the  Rappahannock  at  the  bridge  where 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  crosses  it,  on  Thursday,  the  81st 
of  August.  .  The  artillery  of  the  enemy,  here  opened  on  us  across  the 
stream,  indicating  that  he  bad  halted  in  his  retreat  and  intended  to 
make  a  stand  there.  9he  brigade  slept  on  their  arms  under  the  guns 
-of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  next  morning  we  turned  to  the  left  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river,  crossing  Hazel  river  at  Wellfcrd,  and  that  night 
reached  a  point  about  opposite  to.  the  Fauquier  White  Sulphur  Springs. 
Here  we  also  found  the  enemy,  who,  having  burnt  the  brid^^  was 
again  opposing  our  passage. 
On  Sunday,  the  24th,  the  brigade  was  moved  into  posltipn  on  the 
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Rappahannock  hills,  near  the  house  of  Dr.  ScoU,  to  support  our 
&rtillerj,  whioh  was  engaged  with  that  of  the  enemy  across  the  stream. 
There  the  men  were  subjected  to  a  severe  cannonading  for  four 
hours,  and  suffered  a  small  loss  of  five  wounded.  At  the  dawn  of 
clay  Monday  morning,  the  26th,  the  regiments  were  turned  out  as 
ordered,  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  without  knapsacks,  and  again 
'wheeling  to  the  left,  we  marched  rapidly  several  miles  up  the  river, 
orossed  the  Rapahannock  (Hedgeman^s  river)  without  opposition,  at 
Hinson^s  mill,  and  made  a  forced  march  of  twenty-fouF  miles  that  day, 
up  the  Salem  Valley  to  Gobbler's  mountain. 

On  the  27th,  we  continued  the  march,  without  wagons,  or  baggage 
of  any  kind,  turning  to  the  right  at  Salem,  through  Thoroughfare 
Grap,  in  the  Bull  Run  mountain,  and  slept  at  night  in  rear  of  our 
artillery,  in  the  road  near  Bristoe's  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria railroad.  The  next  morning  we  reached  Manassas  Junction, 
Inhere  the  enemy,  attempting,  to  recapture  it,  (said  to  be  General 
Taylor's  New  Jersey  brigade,  from  Alexandria,)  were  scattered,  with 
considerable  loss,  and  driven  by  our  forces  across  Bull  Run,  towards 
Cenjireville.  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the  brigade  returned  from 
pursuit  to  the  junction,  where  three  days'  rations  were  issued  from 
the  vast  supply  of  captured  stores,  and  the  men,  for  a  few  hours, 
rested  and  regaled  themselves  upon  delicacies  unknown  to  our  com- 
missariat, which  they  were  in  good  condition  to  enjoy,  having  eaten 
nothing  for  several  days  except  roastid^  ears,  taken,  by  order,  from 
the  corn-fields  near  the  road,  and  what  was  given  by  the  generous 
citizens  of  the  Salem  Valley  to  the  soldiers  as  they  hurried  along  in 
their  rapi<^march. 

I  have  'thus  thought  proper  to  state,  somewhat  in  detail,  the  inci- 
dents of  this  bold  flank  movement  by  which  we  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock, turned  the  right  of  the  enemy,  got  entirely  into  his  rear, 
and  (fut  off  all  his  communications,  seemingly  without  his  knowledge, 
and  certainly  without  serious  opposition  from  him. 

Wounded  in  the  Affair  at  Rappahannock  : 

Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,        *-        -        -    S 
Pwrteenth        *«  "  «  «  .        *.        .    8 


Total,  .        .        .        .-        -        •-        -6 

^  Tm  Second  Battle  or  Manassas.  ' 

At  dark,  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday^e  27th  of  August,  the 
brjgade,  in  conjunction  .with  that  of  Colone^now  General)  Thomas, 
was  thrown  out  on  the  south  Ibide  of  the  Manassas  Junction  as  the 
rear  guard,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  facing  the  enemy,  who  had,, 
during  the  evening,  been  fighting  General  Ewell  near  Bristoe's  Sta- 
tion.^ Standing  under  arms  here,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  magnifi^ 
cent  conflagration  caused  by  the  burning  of  sutler's  and  commissary 
stores,  together  with  about  a  hundred  ears  on  the  railroad,  freighted 
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wiih  every  ftrtiele  necessary  for  the  outfit  of  a  great  army»  afl  of 
wliich  was  set  on  fire  abont  midnight  and  consumed. 

Aboat  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  28th,  we  si- 
lently retired  from  our  picket  lines  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and,  by  the 
light  of  the  smouldering  ruins,  followed  the  division  acrossBuli  Bun,  at 
Blackburn's  ford,  to  Centreville.  Hero  we  rested  a  short  time,  and 
thence  turned  back  towards  Bull  Run,  and,  moving  by  theWarrenton 
turnpike,  crossed  the  run  again  near  the  stone  bridgo.  At  this  critical 
moment,  the  enemy  falling  back  from  the  Rappahannock,  (caused 
doubtless  by  our  flank  movement,)  were  coming  down  the  turnpike 
from  Warrenton,  meeting  us.  86on  after  crossing  the  run,  we  turned 
to  the  right,  leaving  the  turnpike,  and  after  going  up  the  river  a  short 
distance,  changed  front  and  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  along  the 
line  of  the  unfiifished  independent  railroad  track,  facing  the  turnpike, 
along  which  the  enemy  was  moving.  Brisk  firing  was  heard  upon 
our  right,  and  about  dark,  the  brigade  was  hurried  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Ewell,  who  was  directing  the 
engagement.  Arrived  on  the  field  after  dark,  finding  General  Ewell 
badly  wounded.  Soon  after  the  firing  ceased.  We  slept  upon  our 
arms  near  Swell's  battle-field,  and  the  nest  morning,  at  early  dawn, 
returned  near  the  position  first  taken  up  by  us  the  evening  before,  and 
were  placed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  whole  com- 
mand, near  Catharpin  Run.  We  occupied  a  small,  rocky,  wooded 
knoll,  having  a  railroad  excavation  bending  around  the  east  and  north ' 
fronts,  and  a  cleared  field  on  the  northwest  This  position  was  - 
slightly  fn  advance  of  the  general  line,  and  besides,  being  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  was  considered  important,  because  of  the  Sudley  ford  road, 
which  it  commanded.  Our  line  made  an  obtuse  angle,  pointing  to- 
wards the  enemy,  one  side  of  which  ran  nearly  parallel  with  the 
railroad  cut,  and  the  other  along  the  fen.ce  bordering  the  cleared  field 
before  spoken  of.  Within  these  contracted  limits  was  the  little  tongue 
of  woodland  which  we  occupied,  and  which  we  were  directed  to  hold 
at  all  hazards.  On  this  spot,  barely  large  enough  to  hold  the  brig- 
ade, we  stood  and  fought,  with  intervals  of  cessation,  from  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  dark.  We  repulsed  many  successive 
•charges,  I  believe  seven,  the  enemy  constantly  throwing  fresh  columns 
«pon  us,  and  persisting  in  his  effort  to  carry  the  point  with  the  ut- 
most obstinacy.  During  the  different  struggles  of  the  day,  the  regi- 
tnents  were  relieved  and  shifted  as  occasion  required.  The  space 
covered  by  the  brigade  was  so  small,  and  the  distance  between  the 
regiments  so  incDnsiderable,  that  I  would  not  he  able,  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary, to  state  all  the  movements  which  were  made.  I  can  only  advert 
to  the  positions  of  the  respective  regiments  at  one  or  two  important 
junctures  during  the  da]^.  In  the  morning  the  regiments  of  the  brig- 
ade were  posted  as  follows  :  The  thirteenth  South  Carolina  voiunteeh 
(Colonel  Edwards)  on  the  right;  to  his  left,  the  first  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  McCready  ;)  to  his  left,  the  twelfth 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  (Colonel  Barnes;)  to  his  left,  the  four- 
teenth South  Carolina  volunteers,  (Colonel  McGowan,)  the  latter  rogi- 
nfent  being  thrown  back  along  the  fence  bordering  the  fieM  above 
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referred  to,  and  Orr's  regimant  of-rifle^  (Colonel  Marahafi)  behiiHl 
th^  centre,  in  reserve.     General  Gregg  and  hia  staff,  and  all  the  field 
officers^  were  on  foot.     The  fight  was  commenced  bj  us.     From  the 
noise  whidli  came  from  the  woods,  across  the  railroad,  and  the  con-- 
atant  firing  of  the  skirmishers,  we  knew  that  we  were  in  the  presence 
^f  the  enemy,  and  General  Gregg  sent  out  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mo-  . 
Cready,  with  his  regiment,  to  ascertain  his  location  and  number.     Ho 
tiad  gone  but  a  short  distance  into  the  woods  beyond  the  railroad 
•cat,  when  he  fell   upon  a  large  column  of  the  enemy  and  returned. 
General  Gregg,  having  thus  discovered  them,  directed  the  first  and 
twelfth  regiments  to  advance  and  **  drive  back  the  enemy."     These 
regiments  commenced  the  advance  together,  but  as  the  enemy  threat- 
ened to  fiank  the  line  on  both  the  right  and  left,  they  soon  separated. 
The  firsts  in  order  to  protect  its  threatened  right,  inclined  to  the  right, 
and  handsomely  drove  the  enemy  up  the  railroal.     Colonel  Edwarda 
(the  thirteenth)  supported  Lieutenant  Colonel  McCready  in  the  move- 
ment, and  gallantly  held  his  exposed  position  on  the  right  near  the 
railroad,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day      The  twelfth  being  pressed 
by  a  heavy  column  on  its  left  flank.  Colonel  Barnes  changed  Ifront  to 
the  left,  and  charging  in  the  most  spirited  manner,  drove  the  enemy 
down  the  railroad,  breaking  and  routing  Chem   as  often  as  they  fit- 
tempted  to  make  a  stand.     When  he  had  driven  off  the  enemy  and 
was  returning,  Col.  Barnes  was  joined  by  Col.  Marshall,  who  had  been 
sent  to  his  assistance, and  the  two  regiments  again  <^.hargedand  drovea 
heavy  body,  massing   near   the   railroad.     All   the  regiments  at  thia 
time  were  recalled  by  an  order  not  to  advance,  and  in  so  doing  bring 
on  a  general  engagement,  hut  to  hold  the  position  and  act  on  the  de- 
fensive.    These  dashing  charges  in  advance  were  entirely  successful, 
and  at  twelve,  M;,  our  front  was  cleared  of  the  enemy,  but  they  soon 
began  to  close  around  us  again.     It  happened  that  there  was  an  in- 
terval of  about  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  between  our  right  and' 
the  left  of  General  Thomas*  brigade.     Opposite  to  this  interval  the 
railroad  cut  was  very  deep,  and  the  enemy  getting  into  the  cut  al 
some  pointbeyond,  crawled,  unobserved,  down  the  excavation  to  a  point 
oppoaite  thia  interval,  and,  in  v^ry  heavy  force,  ma]^e  a  sudden  rush  Co 
«nter  this  gap. .   The  attack  from  that  quarter  was  ^unexpected,  and 
for  a  short  time  seemed  likely  to  succeed.     The  assailants  succeeded 
in  getting  nearly  .across  the  point  of  woods  to  the  field  on  the  north- 
west, thus  for  a  pioment  cutting  off  and  isolating  our  brigade,  but  it 
was  only  for  a  moment.     The  fourteenth   regiment  South   CaroliuA 
volunteers,  which  at  the  time  was  in  reserve,  was  promptly  wheeled 
bto  the  gap,  and  assisted  by  the  left  regiment  of  General  Thomas^ 
brigade,  (belTeved  to  be  the  forty-ninth  Georgia,)  and  such  piirts  of 
oar  brigade  as  were  near  the  point,  drove  therm  back  across  the  rail- 
toad  cut,  with  great  slaughter.     The  opposing  forces  at  one  time  de- 
livered their  volleys  into  each  other  at  the  distance  of  ten  paces. 

About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  another  most  vigorous  effort  for  the  posi- 
tion was  made  from  all  the  points  held  by^  the  enemy,  whose  fire  no^ 
formed  a  semi  circle  of  flame  and  smoke,  extending  at  least  half  round 
the  d^vot^d  h.iU.     Forxhe  first  time  they  now  came  through  the  corner. 
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et  tht  open  fieM  whicli  K&s  been  so  often  referred  lo,  and  presMt 
keavilj  on  Orr's  rifles,  which  at  this  moment  occnpied  the  fence. 
Colonel  J.  Foster  Marshall  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  A.  LedVetler, 
together  with  many  other  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of  tfaia 
regiment  fell  here,  but  the  obstinate  enemy  was  again  repnlsed  at  all 
joints  and  driven  beyond  the  railroad.  From  the  long-continned 
struggle,  the  ammunition  of  the  men  was  all  expended,  bur  the  res<K 
Intioi)  of  General  Gregg  to  hold  the  position  was  unchanged.  When 
Major  General  Hill,  commanding,  sent  to  enquire  whether  he  cookl 
hold  out,  he  replied,  modestly,  he  thought  he  could,  adding,  as  if  cas- 
ually, that  **  his  ammunition  was  about  expended,  but  he  sfitl  had  ike 
haycneV^  It  was  now  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  there  was  no  abate- 
ment in  '  the  fury  of  the  assaults,  when  the  brigades  of  Generals 
Branch  and  Early,  having  been  sent  to  our  assistance,  came  in  most 
opportunely  and  gallantly.  After  these  reinforcemeilts  had  arrived 
and  passed  to  the  front.  General  Gregg  collected  the  remnant  of  his 
regiments  and,  placing  them  in  line  behind  the  troops  now  engaged, 
gave  them  instructions  to  lie  down,  and,  if  our  friends  were  overpow- 
ered and  had  to  fall  back  over  them,  to  wait  until  the  enemy  was 
very  near,  then  rise  and  drive  them  back  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
The  men  all  lay  down  as  fnatructed,  resolved,  as  the  last  resort  to  try 
the  virtue  of  the  cold  steel ;  but,  happily,  the  necessity  did  not  arise. 
The  enemy  were  finally  driven  back  at  alT  points,  and  night  closed 
upon  us,  occupying  the  identical  spot  which  we  were  ordei^  to  bold 
in  the  morning.  W&  slept  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  remained  in  po- 
sition all  the  next  day  whilst  the  great  battle  of  the  second  Manas* 
sas  was  progressing  on  our  right.  The  enemy  made  several  attempts 
to  advance,  but  the  admirable  practice  of  Captain  Mcintosh's  battery 
kept  them  beyond  musket  range,  scattering  them  with  shot  and  shell 
every  time  they  moved  forward.  Some  few  men  were  wounded  by 
shell,  but  we  were  not  very  actively  engaged  on  that  day, 

ITiriday,  the  29th,  was  the  glorious  but  bloody  day  for  the  brigade. 
It  may  be  allowed  for  us  to  claim  that,  by  holding  the  left  steady  on 
Friday,  we  contributed  something  to  the  success  of  the  great  battle 
on  Saturday.  Thf  distinguished  Brigadier  General  who  commanded, 
and^who  was  present  everywhere  during  the  day,  and  exerting  him- 
eelf  to  the  utmost,  was  himself  spared,  only  to  fall  upon  another  vic- 
torious field,  (Fredericksburg,)  but  many  of  our  noblest  and  best  offi- 
cers and  men  fell  there.  The  aggregate  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  brigade  in  this  battle  was  six  hundred  and  thirteen,  (613.) 

All  the  field  officers  were  either  killed  or.  wonnded,  ex^cept  two. 
Among  those  who  gloriously  yielded  up  their  lives  on  the  battle-field 
are  the  following  officers:  Colonel  J.  Foster  Marshall  and  Lienteaant 
Colonel  D.  A.  Ledbetter,  Captain  M.  M.  Norton  and  Lieutenant  W. 
C.  Davis,  of  Orr's  rifles ;  Captain  C.  D.  Barksdale  and  Lieutenant 
John  M.  Munro,  of  the  first  South  Carolina  volunteers ;  Lientenanta 
J.  A.  May  and  Hunnicutt  of  the  twelfth;  Captain  A.  E.  Smith  and 
Adjutant  W.  P.  Goggins,  of  the  the  thirteenth  South  Carolina  TohiiH 
teets..  • 

Am<Mig  the  wounded  were  the  following  offioara:  Lieolenanl  Oetli- 
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Aggregrato. 
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97 
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24 
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118 

144 

.      8 

67 
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rc^n^  of  Orr'a  rifles ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  McCready,  of  the  first  Socttlk 
O&^i'olioa  Tolttnteers^  Lientenant  Colonel  McOorkle,  Captain  Bookter, 
Gftptain  Orist,  and  Lieutenants  Dunlop,  Sharpe,  Bingham,  Dornin^ 
Gwinn,  White,  Thode,  Hankie  and  Rollins,  of  the  twelfth  South 
Carolina  volunteers ;  Colonel  Edwards,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Parron, 
Major  Brockman,  Captain  R.  L.  Boudon,  Captain  P.  A.  Eichelbcr- 
ger,  C«*ptain  J.  W.  Meetze,  and  Lieutenants  Copeland,  Crooker, 
Cirice,  Thorn  and  Felloes,  of  the  thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers  ; 
Col.  McGowan,  Captain  Stuckey,  Captain  Brown,  and  Lieuts.  Rob- 
ertson.  Carter  and  Allen,  of  the  fourteenth   South   Carolina  volcn- 

•   Statement  of  Killed  and  Wounded  : 

Orr*B  riflep. 

First  8.  Carolina  Volunteers, 
Twelfth  8.  Carolina  Vols., 
Thirteenth  S.  Carolina  Vols., 
Fourteenth  S,  Carolina  Vols  , 

10!  *512  6l3 

Field  Officers  Killed  : 

Colonel  J.  Poster  Marshall,  Orr's  Rifles. 
Xtieutenant  Colonel  D.  A.  Ledbetter,  Orr^s  Rifles. 

Field  Officers  Wounded : 

Colonel  Dixon,  twelfth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  McCorkle,  twelfth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Colonel  0^  E.  Edwards,  thirteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  S.  Farron,  thirteenth   South  Carolina  Vol- 
unters. 

Major  B.  T.  Erockman,  thirteenth  South.  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Colonel  S.  McGowan,  fourteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  McCready,  first  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Ox  Hill.        • 

Being  wounded  at  Manassas,  I  was  not  with  the  brigade  in  the 
campaign  into  Maryland  which  followed,  and  therefore  this  report 
must  be  shx^rt  and  unsatisfactory.  The  brigade  remained  upon  the 
battle-field  of  Manassas  until  Sunday,  the  Sist  of  August,  when  they 
moved  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Crossing  Bull  Run  at  Sadley  forcl 
and  reaching  Pleasant  Valley  that  night,  the  next  day,  September 
1st,  they  moTOd  towards  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  late  in  the  even- 
ing, near  Ox  Hill,  suddenly  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  who 
was  already  in  position  on  the  right  and  front,  coverinj^  bis  line  of 
retreat  from  Oentreville  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  Whilst  on  the 
march,  the  skirmishers  suddenly  commenced  firing,  and  the  brigade 
qsidely  formed  in  Kne  of  battle,  under  a  heavy  fire.     The  thirteenth 

^  Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


tat 

ftnd  fourteenth  8ontk  Carolim  Toliiiiteerd  were  posled  in  front,  the 

twelfth  South  Carolina  volanteers  supporting  the  fonrteenth,  and 
Orr'B  rifles  supporting  the  thirteenth,  and  the  first  South  Carolina 
volunteers  in  reserve.  In  this  order,  with  loaded  musketa  and  fixed 
bayoarts,  they  were  immediately  pushed  upon  the  enemy  south  of  the 
turnpike.  They  advanced  lapidly  to  a  fence.  The  twelfth  was  thrown 
out  on  the  left  of  the  fouiteenth  to  lengthen  the  line,  and  the  rifles 
were  also  thrown  forward.  After  a  short,  but  very  h&isk  and  severe 
contest,  they  drove  the  enemy  back.  A  cold  and  drenching  thunder 
ahower  swept  over  the  field  during  the  engagement,  and  rendered 
many  of  the  guns  unfit  for  use.  The  enemy  withdrew  and  we  slept 
npon  the  fi^ld.  ^The  brigade  went  into  action  unexpectedly,  but  be- 
haved extremely  well.  For  the  time  they  were  engaged,  and  the 
small  numbers  present,  their  loss  was  heavy,  being  in  the  aggregate 
one  hundred  and  four  killed  and  wounded,  including  some  valuable 
officers.  Among  the  killed  were  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Leppard,  of  the 
thirteenth,  and  Adjutant  W.  C.  Buckannon,  of  the  twelfth ;  and 
among  the  wounded  were  Captain  A.  P.  West  and  Lieutenant  E  T. 
Youiigblood,  of  the  fourteenth,  and  Robert  Junkins,  of  Orr's  rifle3. 
No  field  officers  killed  or  wounded. 

Statement  of  Killed  and  Wounded  : 

Killed.  Wounded.  Aggregate. 

First  South  Carolina  volunteers,             I                   7  8 

Orr's  riflps,                                                 5     '            25  30 

Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers,         1                  10  11 

Thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  5                24  29 

Fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  3                 23  26 — 104 

Capture  of  Harper's  Fbrrv. 

The  brigade  loft  Ox  Hill  on  the  Srd  of  September,  and,  marching 
through  Dranesville  and  Leesburg,  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Mary- 
.  land  at  White's  for.d  on  the  5th.  They  rested  at  Monocacy  Junction, 
near  Frederick  City,  until  the  10th,  when,  in  order  to  perform  their 
part  in  the  investment  and  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  they  com- 
menced a  forced  march,  and,  making  a  large  circuit  by  way  of  Boons- 
boro',  Williamsport  and  Martinsburg,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Harper's 
Ferry,  from  the  Virginia  side,  on  the  l-Sth.  Sunday,  the  Nth,  the 
brigade  moved  down  the  Winchester  railroad,  on  the  left  bauk  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  were  engaged  during  the  night,  until  t^wo  o'clock 
the  next  morning,  in  getting  into  position  on  the  plateau  between 
the  Shetiandoah  and  Bolivar  Heights,  the  latter  place  being  held  by  a 
atrong  force  of  the  enemy.  Here  morning  dawned  upon  the  com* 
mand,  ready  to^  storm  the'  heights.  The  view  was  magnificent, 
presenting  such  a  spectacle  as  is  rarely  seen.  At  early  dawn  the 
batteries  of  Mcintosh  and  Davidson  opened  upon  the  left  of  our  poai- 
tion,  and  soon  after  other  batteries  commenced  firing  upon  the  eoeoiy 
from  the  Loudoun  Heights,  beyond  the  Shenandoah.     When  ererj^r 
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tliiiig  VM  randy  for  tfie  assaalt,  a  white  iag  was  seen  digplayed  bj  the 
esemy  m  evidenoe  of  surrender,  and,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th  Septomber,  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  en- 
tered the  captured  worKs.  At  nine  o'cloctfthe  brigade  was  marched 
up  to  the  heights  and  employed  in  guarding  prisoners,  arms,  &c.  We 
BQstained  no  loss  in  these  brilliant  operations. 

Sharpsburg. 

At  Harper's  Ferry,  during  the  l*6th,  heavy  cannonading  on  tho 
Maryland  side  was  distinctly  heard,  and  on  Wednesday  we  made  a 
forced  march  up  the  river,  crossed  the  river  at  Boteler's  ford,  a  shore 
distance  below  Shepherds  town,  and  arrived  on  the  field  of  Sharpsburg 
in  the  afternoon,  about  two*milc8  from  the  Potomac,  reaching  the 
actual  presence  of  the  enemy  at  forty  minutes  past  three  o^clock,  P. 
M.,  which  was  not  a  moment  too  soon  for  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 
The  general  line  of  our  army  seemed  to  be  in  front  of  the  town  df 
Sharpsburg,  facing  the  east,  with  its  right  flank  stretching  towards 
the  Potomac.  The  enemy  were  in  front,  along  the  line  of  the  An- 
tietam  river.  We  eame  upon  the  field  on  the  extreme  right  of  our 
line,  perhaps  two  miles  from  the  Potomac.  It  was  seen  at  once  that 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  (said  to  bo  Bnrnside's  division)  wore  ih 
the  act  of  sweeping  down  the  Antietam  and  around  our  right,  with 
the  ebject  manifestly  of  cutting  ^ff  our  army  from  the  Potomac. 
The  light  division  came  from  the  proper  direction,  and  at  the  right 
moment,  to  meet  this  column  and  drive  it  back  across 'the  Antietam. 
Gregg^s  brigade  was  placed  in  position  on  the  right.  The  fourteenth 
South  Carolina  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson,  being  the 
leading  regiment,  was  thrown  out  to  hold  a  poshion  ^n  the  extreme 
right,  being  the  point  of  our  line  nearest  the  Potomac.  The  enemy, 
checked  in  his  flank  itovement,  never  got  so  far  to  our  right,  and 
consequently  that  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged.  The  first 
South  Carolina  volunteers.  Colonel  Hamilton,  the  twelfth^  Colonel 
Barnes,  and  thirteenth.  Colonel  Edwards,  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
were  directed  to  enter  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  foc(rteenth  and  drive 
back  the  enemy.  This  line  advanced  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  in  a  corn- 
field, and  there  engaged  the  enemy,  who  appeared  advancing  in  force 
upon  the  opposite  hill,  and  held  a  fence  in  the  ravine  between  the 
hills.  They  checked  at  once  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Edwards,  on  the  left,  took  up  a  strong  position  behind  a  stone  fence 
and  held  it.  Colonel  Barnes  advanced  down  the  hill  and,  with  a^ 
charge,  gallantly  drove  the  enemy  from  the  fence  in  front.  He  was, 
however,  in  a  few  moments,  flanked  by  a  large  body  on  the  right,  and 
bad  to  retire  his  regiment  a  short  distance  up  the  hill,  the  enemy  im- 
mediately re-occupying  the  fence.  Colonel  Barnes  soon  returned  to 
the  attack  and,  upon  the  same  ground,  charged  with  his  fine  regiment. 
three  times,  and  the  last  time  drovo  them  from  the  fence  and  up  the 
hill  beyoad^  with  great  slaughter.' 

In  the  meantime.  Colonel  Hamilton,  feeling  a  heavy  pressure  upon 
hia  right,  obliqued  his  regiment  in  that  direction  and  gallantly  drove' 
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tbem,  clearing  the  front,  and  at  the  same  time  covering  the  right  of 
Colonel  Barnes.  A  heavy  body  now  appeared  on  the  right  of  Colonel 
Hamilton,  and  Captain  Perrin,  commanding  Orr^s  rifles,  was  sent  out 
to  sweep  the  field  in  that  direction.  He  led  his  regiment  up  »  hill, 
discovered  the  enemy  in  the  hollow  beyond,  ^dispersed  them  at  once, 
and  held  the  position,  which  was  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  general 
fine.  Thus  thq  columns  wtich  were  enveloping  the  right  of  our  army 
were  driven  back  at  all  points,  and,  at  the  last  moment,  Sharpshurg 
made  a  victory  for  the  Confederate  arms. 

The  brigade  held  its  position  on  the  field  all  night,  the* next  day, 
and  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  ]9th,  whcQ  they 
joined  the  division  and  moved  towards  Boteler'n  for^  on  the  Potomac, 
which  was  crossed  without  losing  a  man.^  In  the  critical  operation  of 
crossing  the  river  in  the  face  of  so  large  a  force,  the  light  division. 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  was  the  rear  guard,  and  Gregg's  brigado  was  in 
Cear  of  the  division.  Two  companies  of  the  fourteenth  South  Caro- 
Una  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Brown,  were  thrown 
out  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  as  skirmishers,  in  a  corn-field, 
about  a  mile  from  the  river,  thus  covering  the  passage  of  the  army. 
About  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  .whilst  the  light  division  was  crossing, 
Captain  Brown's  small  detachment  was  attacked  by  cavalry,  but,  dis- 
persing them  by  a  single  volley,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  river 
and  crossing  in  safety. 

The  fighting  at  Sharpshurg  was  ^^ere,  arid  the  loss  considerable, 
being  in  the  aggregate  one  hundred  and  sixty-five.  Among  the  killed 
were  Colonel  Dixon  Barnes,  Captain  F.  A.  Erwin  and  Lieutenant 
Blackman,  of  the  twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Lieutenant 
J.  A.  Mclntyre,  of  the^  first  South  Carolina  volunteers.  Among  the 
wounded  were  Captain  M.  P.  Parker,  of  the  first  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers ;  Captain  J.  L.  Miller,  Captain  H.  C.  Davis,  Lieutenant  R. 
M.  Kerr,  and  Captain  J.  M.  Perrin,  commanding  Orr'a  rifles  j  W.  J. 
Stone  and  S.  G.  Roseborough,  of  the  twelfth  South  Carolina  volun* 
teers,  and  Lieutenants  J.  M.  Wheeler  and  W.  L.  Leitzer,  of  the 
thirteenth.  Where  all  did  their  duty  well,  it  may  not  be  unpardon- 
able to  declare  that,  in  this  battle,  the  palm  was  borne  off  by  the 
intrepid  Colonel  Barnes,  who  nobly  fell  whilst  leading  the  invincible 
twelfth  in  their  last  .victorious  charge.  Colonel  Barnes  was  as 
amiable  and  geherous  in  peace  as  he  was  gallant  and  irresistible  in 
war.  Having  large  wealth  and  high  position  at  home,  he  left  all  to 
fall  at  the  head  of  his  beloved  regiment,  gallantly  struggling  for  the 
independence  of  his  country. 

Statement  of  KiUtd  and  Wounded, 

Killed.  Wounded.  Aggregate. 

First  South  Carolina  volunteers,           A                3T)  34 

Orr's  rifles,                                          .3                   9  U 

Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers,      20                83*  104 

Thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  1                 14  15 — 165 

*Two  missing.                                                   ^  , 
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Fidd  qgietr  KHM: 
.Colonel  Dixon.  Barnes^  twelfth  South  Carolina  Tolonteers. 

8HEPHI«tD8T0WN. 

After  crossins  the  river  into  Virginia  and  marching  about  five 
miles,  the  brigade  spent  the  night,  and  was  ordered  Iback  next  morn- 
ing, the  2nth,  to  Botelers  ford,  near  Sfaepherdstown,  to  drive  bac|( 
the  enemy,  who  was  reported  to  bo  crossing  at  that  point.  General 
Gregg  formed  line  of  battle,  Orr's  rifles  deployed  as  skirmishers  in 
front,  and  advanced  in  splendid  stjie.  The  batteries  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  Maryland  side,  poared  upon  them  a  terrible  fire  of  grape, 
round  shot  and  shell.  Their  practice  was  remarkably  fine,  bursting 
shells  in  the  ranks  at  every  discharge.  The  fourteenth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers.  Lieutenant  S)oloneI  Simpson,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground  over  which  itf  passed,  was  particularlv  exposed.  When  the 
artillery  madi  gaps  in  their  ranks,  they  ciosed  up  like  veterans,  and 
marched  on  without  confusion  or  in  the  least  losing  distance.  The 
rifles  went  down  near  to  the  river  and  drove  the  enemy  into  the 
water,  most  of  them  being  either  killed  or  drowned.  The  brigade  lay 
under  a  terrible  fire  of  fehells  all  day,  and  at  dark  returned  to 
bivouac.  The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  sixty-three  killed  and 
wounded,  mostly  in  the  fourteenth!  Among  the  killed,  being  the 
brave,  generous,  and  efficient  Captain  Jtmes  H.  Dunlap,  of  Laurens, 
South  Carolina,  who  was  blown  to  pieces  by  a  shell ;  and  among  the 
wounded  was  Lieutenant  D.  H.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  adjutant  of  the  first 
South  Carolina  volunteers. 

On  Sunday,  the  2nd  November,  occurred  the  affair  at  Castlcman's 
ford,  near  Soicker's  Gap.  Gregg's  and  Thomas*  brigades,  accompa- 
nied by  a  battery  of  artillery,  were  thrown*  forward  as  a  sort  of 
picket,  to  secure  that  ford  agaiust  any  eS'ort  General  McClellan  (who 
was  reported  to  be  at  Snickersville  in  for^e)  might  make  to  pass  the 
mountain  there,  (iregg's  brigade  took  position  and«  under  light  fire 
of  artillery,  awaited  the  appi^ach  of  the  enemy,  who  never  reached 
our  side  of  the  ford.  In  this  affair  the  brigade  lost  three  wounded, 
one  mortally. 

The  brigade  remained  in  bivouac,  at  different  places  in  ihe  lower 
Valley,  until  Saturday,  t^e  52nd  >'ovember,  when  they  moved,  with 
the  light  division,  from  Jordan's  spring,  on  the  Opeq^uon,  ni^ar  Win- 
chester. Marching  up  the  Winchester  and  Staunton  turnpike,  we 
turned  to  the  left  at  Kew  Maiket,  passed  the  Blue  Ridge^  at  Milam's 
.  Gap,  then  covered  with  euow,  and  on  the  27th  left  the  beautiful  Valley 
of  Virginia.  Fasting  by  Madison  and  Orange,  we  reached  the  Mas. 
Baponax  Hill,  near  Fredericksburg,  on  Wednesday,  the  3rd  of 
December,  having  made  a  march  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
miles  in  twelve  days.  Again  regretting  much  the  many  imperfections 
of  this  hasty  sketch  of  operations  w^hich  must  be  historical, 
I  have  thA,  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  McGOWAN, 
Brigadier  Genend  amtmanding  Second  Brigade,  L.  D. 
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STATEMENT  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 

Killed.  Wovnded.     Aggregate. 

Orr'g  rifles,                                              —  1                   1 

First  South  Carolina  volanteers,           —  4-4 

Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers,       —  1                    1 

Thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  —  S       '            3 

Fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  10  45                55 — 63 

Snicker's  Gap. 

Killed.  Wounded.     Aggregate. 

Orr's  rifles,                                                  I  —                      1 

Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers,       —  2                     t — 3 


RECAPITULATION— KILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIOADIEB  GENERAL  EVANS. 

Headquarters  Evans'  Brigade,      { 
Near  Wvndusttr,  Fa.,  October  13,  166S,  \ 

Major  O.  M.  Sorrel, 

AssistafU  Adjn&ml  Generml,  Right  Wing: 

Major  :  In  pursuance  to  the  written  instructions  of  the  Major 
Oeneral  commanding,  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  actjon  of  my  comniand 
in  the  recent  engagements  in  Virginia  and  Maryland.  On  the  6th  of 
A^ngnst  last,  I  was  ordered  to  repair,  with  my  brigade,  to  Malvern 
nill,  and  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  Wood  to  the  noKth  of  the  hilt. 
I  deployed  my  troops  i^  line  of  battle,  and,  after  marching  about  a 
mile  through  the  woodland  and  open  field,  encountered  the  cavalry 
pickets  of  the  enemy,  which  were  soon  driven  in  by  the  fire  of  two 
regiments,  killing  several  of  the  enemy,  who  soon  retired,  evacuating 
his  position — four  prisoners  taken. 

Chi  the  morning  of  the  24 tb  August,  I  was  ordered  to  support, 
with  my  brigade,  the  batteries  under  the  command  of  Major  Garnett, 
who  was  attacking  the  enemy  at  Rappahannock  Station,  with  further 
instructions  to  attack  the  enemy  should  he  appear  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.     Receiving  a  message  from  Captain  Squiers,  qommand- 
ing  the  battery,  that  the  enemy  were  in  a  small  redoubt,  which  they 
had  thrown  up  the  night  previous,  I  immediately  ordered  atv advance 
to  drive  him  from  his  position;  but,  on  the  approach  of- my  troops,  he 
soon  retreated  across  the  railroad  bridge,  biefore  we  were  in  musket 
range.     I  here  ordered  the  Macbeth  artillery,  Captain  Boyce,  to  ad- 
vance, occupy  the  work,  and  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy  across  the 
river.     This  point,  however.  Captain  Boyce  found  untenable,  as  the 
enemy's  batteries  swept  the  entire  hill  and  work.     Ho  was  compelled 
to  retire  with  the  loss  of  four  wounded.     The  entire  loss  of  my  brig- 
ade  in  this  engagement  was  twenty-one  killed,  (enlisted'  men) ;  seven 
commissioned  ofiicers,  and  seventy-five  enlisted  men,  wounded.     The 
coolness  of  the  men  and  of  the  officers  of  the  brigade  excited  my 
highest  admiration.     Many  of  them  never  having  been  under  fire 
before,  sustained  a  severe  fire  of  grape  and  shelf  for  more  than  three 
hours  without  breaking  line  of  battle. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  August,  the  brigade  engaged  the 
skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road  near  Groveton,  and  rendered  efficient  co-operation  to  tho  com- 
mands of  General  Wilcox,  on  the  left,  and  General  Hood,  on  the 
right,  in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position.  The  enemy  falling  back, 
and  die  darkness  of  the  night  concealing  his  movements,  I  formed  my 
brigade  in  the  camp  of'  the  enemy,  until  ordered  to  fall  back  by  the 
Major  General  commanding^  Leaving  s  strong  picket  in  my  frpiit,  I 
withdrew  about  a  mile  to  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  SOth  Aigust,  the  enemy  presenting  himself 
in  hurge  force  near  Oroveton,  I  was  ordered  lo  take  command  of  tho 
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troops  formed  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  road,  embracing 
Whiting's,  diviaicfh,  Brigadier  General  J.  6.  Hood,  commandlDg, 
Pickett's  brigadjs,  Colonel  Eppa  Hunton  commanding,  and  my  own 
brigade.  I  would  state  that,  jast  before  the  action  commenced,  Pickett's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  General  Kemper.  My  com- 
mand now  coDsisted  of  three  brigades,  which  were  disposed  as- follows : 
Erans'  brigade,  with  the  left  resting  on  the  turnpike,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Colonel  P.  F.  Stevens ;  Hood,  with  bis  command, 
on  Stevens'  light.  In  this  jposition  my  command  rested  until  about 
four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  General  Hood  was  ordered  to  advance. 
Colonel  Stevens  supporting  his  left.  The  command  soon  became 
warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  seemed  to  concentrate  a  heavy 
forco  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  opened  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  on  my  whole  line  from  right  to  left.  After  advancing  more 
than  a  mile,  the  command  of  General  Hood,  after  charging  the  bat- 
teries  in  the  centre,  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in 
good  order.  Stevens'  command  coming  up  immediately  afterwards, 
held  the  enemy  until  relieved,  timely,  by  Major  General  R  H.  An- 
derson's division.  In  this  engagement  the  loss  of  Evans*  brigade 
was  very  severe — the  lost)  being  fourteen  officers  and  ninety-eight  en- 
listed men  killed,  forty-eight  officers  and  four  hundred  and  sixty-three 
enlisted  men  wounded,  an<i  eight  enlisted  men  missing.  Among  the 
killed  were  the  gallant  Colonel  J.  H.  Means,  of  the  seventeenth  regi« 
ment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Colonel  J.  M.  Gadberry,  of  the 
eighteenth  regiment.  These  brave  men  were  shot  down  while  nobly 
leading  their  regiments  into  action.  Colonel  Gadberry  was  killi^d 
instantly  ;  Colonel  Means,  mortally  wounded,  survived  two  days.  It 
is  but  justice  to  the  memory  of  these  noble  and  gallant  officers  to 
mention  my  appreciation  of  their  valuable  services.  Colonel  Means, 
though  much  advanced  in  yea/s,  ever  exhibited  the  energy  of  youth 
in  battUng  our  ruthless  foe,  and  devoting  his  whole  ability  to  oar 
sacred  cause.  His  death  fully  exemplifies  his  d^volion  to  his  country. 
Colonel  Gadberry  was  conspicuous  during  the  battle  for  his  dauntless 
conduct  and  unflinching  firmness.  Among  the  wounded  were  the 
brave  and  energetic  Major  F.  G.  Palmer,  of  the  Holcomb  legion,  and 
the  gallant  Colonel  H.  L.  Becbow,  of  the  twenty-first  regiment.  The 
list  of  the  other  gallant  dead  and  wounded  officers  is  herewith  en* 
closed,  and  I^would  respectfully  refer  the  Major  Genezal  commanding 
to  the  reports  of  their  immediate  commands  for  the  history  of  their 
actions.  To  Colonel  P.  F.  Stevens,  of  the  Holcomb  legion,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  I  am  much  indebted  for  his  untiring  seal  and  daunt- 
less courage,  cheering  his  men,  under  heavy  fire,  during  the  entire 
engagement.  My  command  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  batteries  with  great  slaughter,  and  turning  his  own  batteries 
against  his  retreating  forces.  A  large  number  of  small  arms  and 
accoutrements,  and  three  stand  of  colors*were  captured.  For  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Texas  and  third  Georgia  brigades,  I  respectfully  refer  to 
the  reports  of  General  Hood  and.  the  Coldnels  commanding. 

On  the  141^  of  August,  my  di vision  was  trdered  to  support  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  BodeSi  on  the  kft  of  the  road»  near 
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South  Mountain.  On  marching  tdj  brigade  up  the  mountain,  on  our 
extreme  left,  I  was  informed  that  the  two  brigades,  binder  the  im»H«w 
diate  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hood,  had  been  detached,  by 
order  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  to  support  our  right,  aad  I 
-w^as  further  ordered  to  hold  my  position  on  the  left,  and  that  reinfof ce- 
ments would  be  sent.  On  ray  arrival  at  the  summit  of  the  moufitain 
the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  were  met.  supported  by  several  of  his 
batteries,  which  commanded  my  position.  1  ordered  Colonel  Stevens^ 
commanding  brigade,  to  push  over  the  summit  and  engage  the  enemy 
then  firing  on  General  Rodes'  troops,  r<niring.  Colonel  Stevens 
soon  became  engaged  with  a  much  superior  force,  two  columns  of  the 
enemy  advancing  rapidly  upon  his  small  comraaml.  This  force,  how- 
ever, was  bravely  met,  and  the  position  held  until  the  troops  on  my 
right  bad  retired,  leaving  my  brigade  nearlj^surrounded  by  theenemyi 
I  then  directed  my  troops  to  reiiie,  firing,  to  the  east  side  of  the 
mountain,  which  was  uone  in  good  order.  During  the  night,  I  received 
an  order  to  march  in  the  direction  of  Sharp;)burg,  and  my  division 
ordered  to  act  as  rear-guard,  which  duty  was  performed  until  ouifc  ar- 
rival at  the  Antietam  river,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  September. 

On  the  morning  of  the  IGth,  General  Hood,  with  his  two  brigades, 
were  detached  and  sent  to  the  support  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill, 
leaving  me  but  two  brigades.  Colonels  Anderson's  and  Evans'  brig- . 
arles.  During  the  day  my  command  was  held  as  support  to  Colonel 
Walton's  artillery,  also  with  orders  to  defend  the  bridge  over  the  An- 
tietam, and  my  skirmishers  were  engaged  throughout  the  day  with 
the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy.     .  v 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  enemy  attacked  our  left  in  force, 
and  about  noon  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade  was  detached  to  suppork 
General  Hood,  then  supporting  Major  General  D.  II.  Hill,  on  (Air  left. 
A^out  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  rally  the  troops  then  flock* 
ing  to  the  town  from  our  left,  and  to  bring  them  into  action.  After 
considerable  exertion,  with  the  assistance  of  my  entire  staff,  I  sue* 
ceedcd  in  collecting  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  officers, 
whom  I  formed  into  two  commands,  and  placed  them  respectively 
un-ler  the  command  of  Colonels  Colquitt  and  Iverson,  of  Major  Gena^ 
ral  D  H.  Hill's  division.  At  three  o'clock,  observing  the  enemy  ap- 
proaching my  position,  (directly  on  the  left  of  the  road,)  also  attempt*- 
ing  to  cross  the  bridge  on  my  right,  I  ordered  an  advance,  Colonels 
Colquitt  and  Iverson  on  the  left,  with  Boyce's  battery,  and  Colonel 
Stevens  on  the  right,  supported  by  two  batteries  of  ColonA  S.  D.  Lee's 
battalion,  who  came  timely,  at  my  request,  to  my  assistance,  and  ren- 
dered material  aid  in  driving  the  enemy  back  across  the  river,  with 
Colonel  Stevens'  command  as  ^'kirmi8hers  on  the  right,  while  I  attacked 
the  enemy  with  Colquitt's  and  Iverson's  commands  on  the  hip. 

This  little  command  gallantly  drove  the  enemy  from  his  cover  m 
(he  corn-field,  and  caused  him  to  retreat  in  confusion,  leaving  a  num^ 
bcr  of  their  dead  and  two  stand  of  colors,  the  latter  having  been  shot 
down  by  a  well  .directed  fire  of  Captain  Boyce's  battery.  I  also  re- 
quested Colonel  Walton,  of  the  orillery,  to  open  fire  on  the  encmy*s  • 
batteries*  that  had  crossed  the  bridge,  which,  being  promptly  dt)ne,  had 
19 
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the  desired  effect  of  driving  them  back.  My  brigade  then  resoni^ 
its  origibal  positiob,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  sleeping  on  their 
%TJL&,  For  individual  instances  of  gallantry  and  distinction,  I  beg 
lokve  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  immediate  commanders. 

To  my  general  and  personal  staff  I  am  much  indebted,  for  their 
bravery  and  fidelity  in  carrying  my  orders.  Captain  T.  D,  JS&aon, 
ordnance  ofScer ;  Captain  A.  L.  Evans,  assistant  adjutant  general; 
First  Lieutenant  Samuel  J.  Corrie,  aid-de  camp,  were  often  under 
heavy  fire,  and  executed  their  several  duties  with  intrepidity.  My 
faithful  courier,  Mr.  Farquhar  Trazevant,  was  shot  dovj^n  near  itie  by 
a  shell,  inflicting  a  wound  from  which  he  has  since  died.  His  loss 
was  severe  to  me,  both  personally  and  in  his  official  capacity.  I  am 
ilso  pained  to  announce  the  fall  of  Captain  Samuel  Jordan,  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  Colonel  Colquitt's  brigade,  who  was  shot  down 
while  gallantly  transmitting  my  orders.  Enclosed  herewith^  please  find 
the  reports  of  regimental  and  battery  commanders. 

The  total  loss  of  Evans'  brigade  in  the  above  mentioned  engage- 
metit^  is  one  thousand  and  twenty-four  aggregate,  from  an  aggregate 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  on  the  30th  Jaly, 
1863.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  aggregate  for  duty  was  afterwai^s 
increased  to  twenty-two  hundred  by  the  addition  of  the^  twenty^third 
regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Major  Oaneral  com- 
manding to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  of  this  brigade. 

in  each  engagement  some  field  officer  was  either  wounded  or  killed. 
.  {  had  neglected  to  mention  above  the  loss  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant 
Colonel  T.  C.  Watkins,  of  the  twenty- third  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteexs,  and  Major  R.  S.  Means,  of  the  seventeenth  regiment,  both 
of  ^whom  were  shot  down  while  cheering  their  regiments.  Colonel 
Watkins  was  killed  instantly,  and  Major  Means,  severely  wounded  in 
both  legs,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Respoctfullj[  snbmitted, 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier  General  commanding, 

P.  S. — ^The  report  of  the  eighteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  voU 
^snteers  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  RANSOM  OF  BATTLE 
OF  &HARP8BURG. 


Headquarters  Ransom's  Brigade,      >> 
Camp  near  Marlimburgy  Fk.,  September  22,  1862.  ) 

Captain  William  A.  Smith, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Gtnertd  : 

Sir:  I  h«ve  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
performed  by  my  brigade  in  the* battle  near  Sharp^^burg,  Maryland,. 
on  the  17tfa  instant: 

The  regiments  present  T^ere  the  twenty -fourth,  twenty-fifth,  tHrty- 
fifth  and  forty-ninth  North  Carolina  troops,  commanded  respectivelj 
by  Lieut€nan't  Colonel  Harris,  Colonel  Kutledge,  Colonel  Ransom 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  McAfee.  The  strength^  present  was  aboat 
sixteen  hundred  aggregate. 

About  three  o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  the  brigade,, 
followed  by  the  others  of  the  division,  was  moved  to  the  extreme  right 
of  the  position  occupied  by  our  troops,  and  posted  upon  some  hiH» 
which  commanded  an  open  country.  Here  it  remained  in  line  until! 
ubout  nine  o'clock,  when  an  order  from  General  Lee  directed  the  di- 
vision to  the  left,  where  the  enemy  was  pushing  back  our  forces. 

From  th«  first  position  the  brigadr^  moved  left  in  from  until  we- 
had  passed  the  town  of  Sharpsburg  some  half  mileto  the  north,  when 
it  was  formed  into  line  by  inversion,  bringing  the  forty-ninth  over  the 
right.  The  line  was  formed  ui^der  a  severe  fire,  and  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  our  troops,  whohad  been  driven  back.  As  soon  as  formed, 
the  whole  brigade  was  pushed  rapi.lly  forward,  and,  after  passing  some 
two  hundred  yards,  I  received  orders  to  form  to  the  right  and  resist 
the  enemy,  who  were  in  possession  of  a  piece  of  woods.  The  ohang^ 
of  position  was  effected  wiih  three  of  the  regiments,  ibe  forty- uinth^. 
twenty-fifth  antl  thi.'-ty  fifth  ;  but  the  twenty-fourth,  on  the  extreme; 
leflv  had  come  upon  the  enemy  and  opened  fire,  and  continued  in  the 
Irst  position,  upon  the  loft  of  General  B.irk.sd  ile's  brigvle. 

Upon  reaching  the  woods,  wo  m(  J;  parts  of  Hood's  ond  Early's  corn- 
Hands,  and,- leaving  them,  iiiimediaiely  encountered  the  enemy  in 
Itrong  force,  flushed  with  a  temporary  success.  A  tremendous  fire 
h'as  poured  into  them  and,  without  a  halt,  the  woods  was  cleared,  and 
me  crest  next  the  enemy  occupied. 

At  this  time,  I  determined  to  charge  across  a  field  in  our  front,  and 
^  a  woods  beyond,  which  was  held  by  the  enemy ;  but  hn  again  ap- 
roached  in  force  to  within  a  hundred  yards,  where  he  was  met  by 
he  same  crushing  fire  which  had  driven  him  first  from  the  position., 
now  went  to  recall  the  twenty-fourth,  which  had  passed  on — whichi 
id  been  directed,  as  I  afterwards  heard,  by  General  Stewart,  to  oc-^ 
ipy  a  position  near  the  extreme  left — but  finding  it  was  so  far  away^ 
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retnrncd.  During  my  absence,  the  enemy  again  attempted  to  force 
the  position,  after  euhjecting  us  to  a  fearful  storm  of  iron  missiles  for 
thirty  minutes.  Colonel  Ransom,  commanding  during  my  absence, 
repulsed  him  signally  and  put  an  end  to  any  further  attempt  by  in- 
lantry  to  dislodge  us.  Immediately  after  this,  fire  from  two  large  bat-, 
teries  was  opened  upon  us,  and  continued  with  occasional  intermisaions 
until  nightfall.  * 

About  noon,  General  Longstreet  sent  me  word  to  take  the  battery 
in  our  front,  and  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  when  General  Mc- 
Laws  arrived,  and  ordered  me  to  desist  from  the  attempt.  Again, 
about  two  or  three  o'clock,  I  received  instructions  to  advance  and  take 
the  battery.  Ji^at  at  this  time  the  enemy  was  observed  to  have  massed 
a  strong  force  about  the  batteries,  and  General  Walker,  having  arrived, 
forbade  the  movement  until  he  could  communicate  with  General  Long- 
street  in  person.  Shortly  afterwards^  orders  came  to  defer  any  at- 
tempt upon  the  enemy's  position  until  General  Jackson  should  have 
attac^id  him  upon  his  right  flanJc.  This  was  not  accomplished  by 
General  Jackson,  and  the,  effort  to  capture  the  t\^o  large  batteries, 
which  had  almost  incessantly  played  upon  us  for  eight  hours^  was  not 
made. 

I  cannot  too  highly*  compliment  the  men  and  officers  for  their  gal- 
lant behavior  during  the  entire  day.  They  formed  under  a  galling 
fire,  and,  in  presence  ^f  cur  retiring  troops,  pressed  forward  and  drove 
bock  a  far  superior  force,  and  three  times  afterwards  repulsed  deter- 
mined attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  in  largely  superior  numbers  to  oar 
OKn.  But  the  highest  credit  is  due  for  the  perfect  coolness  exhibited 
during  an  eight  hours  exposure  to  an  unparalleled  cannonade^  and 
within  canister  range. 

I  will  not  close  my  report  witbqnt  bringing  to.  the  notice  of  the 
commanding  General  the  conspicuous  conduct  of  Colonel  Pansom, 
of  whieb  the  General  can  learn  nore  by  inquiry  of  Colonels  Hall  and 
Jenkins,  forty-sixth  North  Carolina  ;  4kIajor  Flemming,  too,  of  the 
forty-ninth,  evinced  a  cool  dating  and  soldierly  presence  of  mind 
eminently  praiseworthy. 

Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  of  the  twenty-fourth,  was  foremost 
in  leading  his  regiment  while  under  my  eye,  and  I  have  had  frequent 
occasions  to  observe  qualities  which  make  him  second  to  pone  in  cour- 
age and  capacity. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bryson,  of  the  twenty-fifth,  waa  cool  and  gaf- 
lant.     I  cannot  further  particularize* 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  I  owe  much  for  their  prompt  and  un- 
tiring assistance.  Captain  Rowland,  A.  A.  G.;  Lieutenant  Brod- 
nax,  A.  D.  C. ;  Mr.  Mason,  volunteer  aid,  and  Lieutenants  Ashe  and 
Thtnnas,  the  last  my  ordnance  officer,  who  wae  ever  in  the  right  plsice. 
My  orderlies,  privates  Pierson  and  De  Vom,  of  the  twenty-founh, 
acted  with  unwonted  intelligence  and  gallantry  throughout  the  day, 
in  bearing  messages,  under  the  hottest  fire.  The  latter  had  hia  hora« 
ahot. 

Though  not  a  part  of  my  brigade,  I  cannot  properly  close  my  report 
without  mentioning  the  forty-sixth  North  Carolina  volunteera,  Colo- 
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nel  Hall  commanding.  About  mid-day  he  reported  to  me,mith  his 
regiment,  and  was  nt  once  ordered  into  position  on  my  right,  which 
^was  unflinchingly  maintained  throughout.  The  conduct  of  the  regi- 
znent  waa  all  it  ahould  have  been,  and  the  bravery  of  Colonel  Hall 
and  Lieutenant  ColonelJenkJfcs  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  them- 
Bolvea  and  the  service.  A  list  of  casualties  is  hereunto  appended. 
1  hatve  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully, 

B.  KANSOif,  Jr., 

Brigadier  General. 
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REPOJIT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PRTOR  OF  SECOND 
BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

nRADQUARTERS   PrTOr's   BrIGADG,  >* 

JVejir  Winchester^  Oct.  5, 1862.      J 

Captain  :  A  very  brief  narrative  will  snffice  to  exhibit  the  oper&' 
tions  of  this  bggade  in  the  battle  of  Manassas. 

When  the  enemy's  attack  on  the  left  of  onr  lice  was  repulsed,  I 
was  directed  by  Brigadier  General  Wilcox  to  throw  my  brigade  on 
his  broken  columns.  Disposing  my  troops  in  two  lines,  with  the 
firsty  consisting  of  the  third  Virginia,  the  fourteenth  Alabama,  and 
the  eighth  Florida  regiments,  I  pushed  across  the  field,  to  the  end  of 
intercepting  the  enemy  in  his  retreat.  Perceiving  my  design,  th« 
flying  Federals  turned  to  the  left,  sought  the  shelter  of  a  neighboring 
wood,  and  attempted  to  arrest  our  advance.  But  neither  a  terrific 
artillery  fire  on  their  flank,  nor  an  unexpected  fusilade  in  front,  could 
check  the  impetuous  onset  of  my  brave  men.  Into  the  woods  they 
dashgd  and,  with  little  delay,  dislodged  the  enemy  from  his  cover. 
This  accomplished,  I  changed  front  to  the  right,  with  the  view  of 
charging  the  batteries,  from  whose  fire  my  troops  suffered  so  seriously. 

In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  from  General  Wilcox,  I  concerted 
with  Brigadier  General  Featherston  a. plan  of  attack  on  these  bat- 
teries. It  was  agreed  that,  while  General  Featherston  turned  the 
enemy's  flank,  I  should  assail  him  in  front.  In  the  execution  of  this 
scheme  very  little  difficulty  was  encountered,  the  enemy,  on  our  ap- 
proaich,  invariably  abandoning  his  position,  almost  without  a  struggle. 
Se^rat  of  his  detached  pieces  and  ^caissons  we  captured,  but  gen- 
«raAj  he  succeeded,  by  a  timely  flight,  in  escaping  with  his  batteries. 
In^eed^  with  his  expulsion  from  the  wood  where  he. first  sought  shel- 
ter the  fighting  with  us  ceased.  Afterwards  it  was  a  mere  chase,  in 
,  which  the  enemy  exhibited  such  fleetnoss  that  wo  could  inflict  upon 
falm  only  a  trlffiing  Iocs.  The  pursuit  was  vigorously  pressed,  never- 
theless, until  darkness  arrested  our  further  progress.  The  brigade 
bivouacked  on  the  advanced^osition  won  by  our  arms.    - 

In  the  progress  of  the  action,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  separated 
4from  my  command  by  a  circumstance  to  which  I  allude  only  in  expla- 
nation of  my  absence.  Returning  from  a  search  after  two  of  my 
regiments,  which,  in  the  confusion  of  the  fight,  had  become  detached 
(from  the  brigade,  I  advanced  unconsciously  beyond  the  encny's  line, 
and  was  awhile  detained*  in  my  embarrassing  position.  Evento- 
4illy,  however,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  effect  my  escape  and  rejoin  my 
<;ommand. 

Of  the  conduct  of  qfBcers  and  men  in  this  fight,  I  have  to  speak  in 

the  most  complimentary  terms.     The   fifth  and  eighth  Florida  r^i- 

.  inents,  thoujgh  never  under  fire  before,  exhibited  the  cool  and  collected 

^courage  of  veterans.     Special  mention  of  peculiar  merit  in  individuals 

I  reserve  for  another  communication. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade,  as  shown  by  the  list  of  casualties,  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t95 

ooniparatiyely  inconsiderable,  not  exceeding^^  hundred  and  fifty  in 
Icilledy  wounded  and  missing.     Among  the^^ed,  howerer,  f  aa  mv 
CkSBistant  adjutant  general.  Captain  Walter  Wrenn,  a  young  gentle- 
man of  the  purest  and  most  amiable  character,  of  a  genius  developed 
and  adorned  by  rare  attainments  in  every  department  of  polite  learn- 
ings, and  of  a  courage  which  had  serenely  confronted  dei\th  on  more 
^iian    tDne  battle-field.     He  fell  in  the  moment  of  victory,  aixd  in  th<; 
met  of  cheering  on  a  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROGER.  A  PRYOR,   ' 
,  Brigadier  General  commanding. 


A:   * 


* 


'tl 


ft 


,Vi^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER    GENERAL   FEATHERSTON   OF 
SECOJJD  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

RiCHiOKD,  Va.,  September  25,  1862. 

Major  Sorrel,  A,  A.  G,^ 

Major  General  Ij^ngstreet^  Division  : 

Sir  :  I  submit  the  following  report,  showing  the  action  of  my  brig- 
ade flt  the  battle  of  Manassas  Plains,  ftnght  on  the  3()th  day  of  Au- 
gust last : 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  SOth,  my  brigade  was  posted 
^ear  a  fence,  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  main  road  running  to  the 
village  of  Grovetoii,  uniting  with  General  Jackson's  command  on  my 
left  at  the  ri^ilroad  embankment.  General  Fryor's  brigade  was  placed 
en  the  right  of  mine,  and  General  Wilcox^s  a  short  distance  in  the 
rear  to  support  the  oth*  two.-  The  oiher  brigades  of  GeiScral  Long* 
rtreet's  division  coi^iued  oni^ine  of  battle  to  the  right,  and  extend- 
ing a  consideruble^stance  beyond  the  turnpike  running  through 
<iroveton.  Immediately  \\  our  front,  and  extending  a  considerable 
distance  to  our  ri^ht,  was  an  old  txeld,  from  a  half  a  mile  to  a  mile 
Tvide.  The  troops  remaincc}^;  in  position  here  -from  an  eaily  hour  in 
the  morning  until  abou^lbree  o'dock  iqflly. afternoon.  While  in  this 
position,  my  brigade  was  subj^qted  to  a|^ery  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which  was  placed  in  ibe  \\;oods  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  field  lyiiig  in  our  front.  Two^  of  "Tsur  batteries,  placed  on  a 
hill  about  the  centre  of  my  brigade,  an^nst  in  the  rear,  retsmed 
the  enemy's  fire  duiung  most  of  the  time.* 

The  enemy  were  observed  during  the   fb^noon  passing  down  the 
turnpike  from  the  direction  of  the  stone  bottBe,-and  filing  to  the  right 
and  left  of  our  lines.    Abbvt  three  o^clock,  P.  M.,  one  brigade  was  seen 
f  merging  from  the  erooda  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  field,  advancing 
in  the  direction  ef  General  Jackson's  right  and  my  left    The  advance 
was  steady  and  unchecked  undft  a  very  heavy  fire  of  the  batteries 
supported  by  my  brigade,  as  yell  vm  from  others  placed  on  the  left  and 
right  of  the.tur^ike  road.     This  brigade  of  the  enemy  was  followed 
by  two  others,  (under  the  samei  heavy  fir^  of  our  batteries,^  wl\ich 
advanced  to  wjthin  forty  or  fifty  yards  of  our  ifties.     fiere  tiaE  <yme 
to  a  halt,  and  reterned  the  fire  ef  our  "infantry  far  about  ihrHy  fcin-  . 
jites,  when  they  commenced  the  retreat  across  the  field  in  great  con- 
fusion.    The  fire  of  our  artillery  upon   the  retreating  foe  was  rapid 
ind  destructive.     As  soon  as  the  retreat  commenced,  our  troqps  were 
vrdercd  to  advance.     One  of  General  Jackson's  brigades  advanced  on 
lur  left,  and  my  brigade,  General  Pryor's  and  General  Wilcox's  moved 
jirward  in  line  of  battle  on  ifJPright.     We  reached  the  woods  in  front, 
Dd  passe|l  through  the  sk^rt  of  woods,  over  six  hundred  yards  wide, 
lien  we  came  to  another  old  field  some  half  a  mile,  or  three- quarters, 
\  width.  Here  we  found,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  field,  the  enemy 
fawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  with  several  pieces  of  artillery  tamed 
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upQB  oar  tToops,  and   clircctiug  a  rapid,  .heavy  and  destructive  fire 
V)oth   upoA  the  right  jrid    left  of  our  lines.     At  this   time,  General 
^Vilcox,  who  had,  as  senicr  brigadier,  been  directing  the  movements  of 
iiiB  brigade,  General  Pryor's,  and  mine,  was  ordered  by  General  Long* 
»treet    to   move    rapidly   with    his    brigade    to    the    right,    to  tho 
support  of  General  Hood.     This  left  me  the  senior  brigadier  on  tho 
left  of  our  lines.     Very  soon  after  General  Wilcox  left  with  his  brig- 
ads.  Major  Walton,  of  General   Longstreet's  staflf^,  announced  to  roe 
that  Colonel  Thoyas,  commanding   a  brigade   of  General  Jackson's 
division,  had  been  sent  to  reinfol'ce  me,  and  that  other  troops  were 
coming  up  for  the  same  purpose.     Generals  Pender  and  Archer  very 
BOOD  Brrired  with  their  brigades,  and  I  immediately  directed  my  brig- 
ade to  be  moved  to  the  left,  so  as  to  extend  beyond  the  enemy's  right, 
and  ^Generals  Pender  and  Archer  to  form  o.i  the  right  of  my  brigade. 
This  was  promptly  done.     Colonel  Thomas'  biigade  was  held  in  re- 
serve, with  one  regiment  of  General    Pryor's.     As   soon  'as  our  line 
vas  formed,  an  advance  was  ordered.     The  whole  line  moved  forward 
in    rapid  and  gallant  style.     Tho  enemy  fled,  after  the  first  well- 
directed  fire,  through  th6  woods,  in  th^  direction  of  the  stone  house. 
All  the  pijtces  of  their  artillery  vere  left  upon  the  field  and  captured. 
These  brigades  continued  the  march  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.     Pass- 
ing through  a  skirt  of  woods,  they  reached  another  field,  sq^ne  tl^ree- 
quarters  of  a  mile  \udc/on  the  further  side  of  which  the  enemy  were 
discovered  again  in  line  of  battle,  with  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery 
placed  upon  a  commanding  eminence,  which  were  turned  upon  our 
troops  as  soon  as  thoy  ma^^heir  appearance.     These  brigades  were 
again  put  in  line  of  battlo   in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  Colonel 
Thomas  was  directed  to  move  with  his  brigade  to  the  left  of  our  line, 
to  prevent  a  flank  movement  by  the  enemy  and  their  reinforcements 
from  coming  up  a  road  running  on    our  left  and    extending  in  front 
to  the  turnpike  near   the    stone    house.     Theso    dispositions   ha\ing 
been  made,  our  lines  advanced.     The  enemy  fled  precipitately,  doing 
u?  no  injury  except  with   their  artillery,   scarcely  returning  the  fire 
of  our  infantry.     Having  driven  theru  from    this   position,  any  fur- 
ther movement  was  prevented  by  the  dftrknces  of  the  night.  ^  it  was 
now  fully  dark,  and  our  troops  bivouacked   upon   tho  ground   until 
morning. 

The  enemy's  artillery  was  served  with  great  skill  and  effect  upon 
our  troops  duiing  the  entire  engagement,  to  which  our  greatest  loss 
on  the  left  must  be  attributed.  Our  troops,  whose  conduct  came  un- 
der my  observation.  Behaved  with  gre(jt  coolness  and  couracre  during 
the  whole  engagement,  which  ktsted  about  four  hours.  The  Dixie 
battery,  under  command  of  Captain  Chaplain,  attached  to  mj  brigade, 
was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  near  the  village  of  Groveton, 
where  it  performed  good  service  during  the  day.  ^ 

When  General  Wilcox  left  tho  field,  and  the  command  of  the 
troops  on  the  left  devolved  oa  me,  I  placed  the  command  of  my  im- 
mediate brigade  under  Colonel  Posey,  who  was  the  senior  cojpnel 
present.  **'  * " 

To  the  members  of  mj  staffy  who  were  with  me  on  the  fiell^  Cap- 
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tain  Barksdale,  LieaHnant  Paiker,  and  Q^ptain  G.  N.  Featlieraton, 
I  feel  indebted  for  their  efiSciencj  and  promptncsa  in  ezeenting  mj 
orders.  '     '  • 

ThB  list  of  the  casualties  in  tny  brigade  is  jierewith  transmitted, 
M  welPas  lists  of  those  who  particularly  distingoished  themselves 
during  the  engagement. 

All  of  which  is  respectfttUy  submitted, 

W.  S.  FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier  General  ccmmanding. 
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UEPOai  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BENNING  01?  AO'ttOTS 
AT  THOROUGHFARE  GAP. 


Headquarters  Toombs'  Brigade,  > 
Camp  near  Winches' er^  October  7,  1362.      ) 


Major  A.  Coward,  A,  A,  G. : 

Major:  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  in  the  ^tion  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  on  the  Sdth  of  August 
last,  by  the  brigade,  which,  in  the  necessarjr  absence  of  General  Toombs, 
I  commanded,  as  the  officer  next  to^im  in  rank  : 

The  brigade  inarched  into  the  gap  from  Salem  by  the  left  flank. 
This  threw  the  twentieth  Georgia  in  front,  the  second  Georgia  next, 
the  fifteenth  Georgia  tiext,  and  the  seventeenth  Georgia  in  the  rear. 
When  it  entered  the  gap,  the  enemy  were  pouring  into  the  gap  shot 
and  shell  on  the  south  side  from  two  or  three  battekies,  so  situated  as 
to  sweep  much  of  the  railroad ^and  more  of  the  turnpike  on  that  side. 
Soon  after  the  twentieth  came  under  this  fire,  I  was  ordered,  by  Gen- 
eral D.  R.  Jones,  to  take  two  of  the  regiments  and  to  seize  and  hold 
the  point  of  the  mountain  on  the  right  of  the  gap.     This  mountain 
terminated  quite  abruptly  at  the  gap,  and  was  high  enough  to  com- 
roand  its  ^hole  outlet,  as  well  as  most  of  the  approaches  on  the  side 
of  the  enemy.     On  both  -sides  the  mountain  was  very  steep,  and  it  was 
covered  wiih  a  dense  undergrowth  of  stiff  bushcp,  mostly  ivy. 

As  soon  as  I  received  the  order,  1  sent  forward  the  twentieth,  lyider 
Major  Waddell,  to  the  point  indicated,  and  went  back  for  the  next 
regiment,  the  second,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Uolines,  and 
ordered  him  to  follow  the  twcndeth  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  second 
was  then  on  the  railroad,  and  separated  some  little  distance  from  the 
twentieth,  and  the  descent  down  the  embankment  of  the  railroad  was 
difficult.  The  consequence  was  that  the  r«fgiment  did  not  reach  the 
point  from  which  the  twentieth  had  started  until  the  latter  was  out  of 
sight.  Colonel  Holmes,  consequently,  halted  there  for  directions. 
Meantime  I  had,  as  soon  as  I.  gave  him  the  order,  galloped  forward  to 
the  twe|jtieth,  which  lovertook  double-quicking  towards  the  mountain 
through  a  field,  exposed  to  a  hot  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  As 
soon  as  it  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  it  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  preceded  at  a  short  distance  by  a  company  of  skirmishers, 
under  Lieutenant  Thomas,  it  commenced  the  ascent.  .This,  though 
the  ground  in  some  places  was  almost  precipitous  and  every  where  was 
covered  with  stiif  bushes,  it  accomplished  at  a  rapid  gait.  And  i^was 
well  that  it  did  so,  for,  when  the  skirmishers  reached  the  summit,  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  supported  by  a  line  of  infantry,  were  in  sight, 
comingup  on  the  other  side.  Fire  \ras  immediately,  opened  on  him 
by  our  skirmishers,  and  by  the  time  the  regiment  itself  arrived  at  the 
summit,  short  as  that  was,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  had  commenced 
falling  back,  and  directly  their  supporting  line  also  withdrew  and  left 
U3  in  possession  of  the  mountain.     If  the  enemy  bad  succeeded  in 
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fteising  this  mcantain,  he  would  have  had  complete  commaod  of  the 
gap.  Very  soon  afterwards  his  batterfea  coinuK'Dced  plajing  oa  the 
mountain.  This  thej  continued  to  do,  shoi^  intervals  excepted,  nDtil 
the  close  of  the  action. 

The  conipany  of  skirmishers  was  then  posted  a»  pickets  down  the 
side  of  the  mountain.  In  a  short'time,  they  observed  the  enemj  en- 
tleavoring  to  place  a  battery  on  the  right  of  the  outlet  of  the  gap,  at 
a  point  from  which  it  could  have  commanded  the  south  side  of  the 
gap  as  entirely  as  the  batteries  already  established  commanded  the 
north  side.  This  movement  of  the  enemy  was  n'eported  to  me  by 
Major  Waddell,  who,  at  the  sam^  time,  suggested  the  propriety  of  send- 
ing  forward  the  men  of  the  regiment  who  were  armed  with  long-range 
guns  to  fire  on  the  enemy^s  party  engaged  in  planting  this  battery. 
At  once  I  adopted  the  suggestion.  These  men,  numbering,  I  think, 
not  more  than  thirty,  immediately  took  such  positions  in  front  as  they 
could  find,  from  which  the  enemy's  party  was  visible,  and,  at  about 
four  or  five  hundred  yar.is,  opened  fire  on  it  Just  at  this  time  Col- 
qnel  Holmes,  with  the  second,  came  up,  he  having  received  the  direc- 
tions he  halted  for  from  General  Jones,  and  I  ordered  those  of  hid 
men  who  were  armed  with  longe-range  guns,  about  ten  or  twelve,  to 
join  the  others  so  armed.  The  enemy  withstood  the  fire  from  these 
guns  with  much  obstinacy,  the  .position  being  evidently  one  of  the 
y9tj  highest  value  to  him.  Finally,  however,  he  gave  up  the  attempt 
to  establish  the  battery  and  carried  off  his  guns.  But  in  a  short  time 
the  attempt  was  renewed.  This  time  it  was  soon  abandoned,  under 
our^stingingfire. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  if  this  battery  hnd  been  once  established, 
the  effect  would  have  been  to  give  the  enemy  complete  command  of 
both  si(ies  of  the  gap  and  a  great  distance  into  it,  and  also  of  the  part 
of  the  mountain  on  which- cur  two  regiments  were  posted.  It  is  ob- 
»vious  that  from  positions  such  as  these  he  could  not  have  been  driven. 
except  at  a  great  cost  of  one  of  two  things — time  or  blood — neither 
of  which  did  the  state  of  affairs  tbcn  existing  admit  of  paying. 

The  second  Georgia  was  ordered  by  me  to  take  post  on  the  right  of 
the  twentieth  and  thr.ow  out  pickets  as  far  to  the  front  a^  possible. 
This  order  was  admirably  executed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel *Ilolmes, 
who  posted  each  picket^  himself,  in  person,  and  far  down  the  mountain 
side.  The  two  regiments  were  small,  the  second  very  small,  and,  ^hen 
stretched  to  the  uttOiost,  they  were  far  from  being  long  enough  to  oc- 
cupy the  line  required  by  the  ground,  and  therefore  the  right  flank 
was  still  wilhout  protection.  I  directed  Colonel  Holmes  to  recon- 
noitre the  ground  in  his  front  as  far  forward  as  he  could,  and,  if  he 
found  the  way  clear,  to  advance  his  pickets  as  skirmishers  out  of  the 
wood  into  an  open  ravine  behind  the  house  at  the  foot  of  the  u:oun- 
tain,  the  ravine  being  perpendicular  to  the  mountain  and  running  far 
enough  into  the  field  for  its  mouth  to  be  nearly  or  quite  opposite  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy's  battery .-  la  about  a  half  an  hour,  he  had 
made  the  reconnoissance  and  had  got  bis  skirmishers  into  the  ravine. 

I  then  directed  him  to  place  his  regiment  where  the  skirmishers 
were,  and  to  send  these  beyond  the  house  to  the  creHLof  Ihe  ravine 
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ridge^  from  which  crest  the  eneioy  were  visible,  and  then  to  post  his 
rcgicnent  in  Hne  behind  them  and  near  them.     Ail  these  orders  were 
executed  by  him  with  great  promptness  and  judgment.     After  giving 
tiitn  these  orders*  I  put  the  twentieth  in  motion. to  connect  with  him 
€>Tk  his  left.     This  movement  was  completed  at  about  sunset.     Thug; 
tlie  two  regiments  hi^d  swung  around  8.0  that  their  right  was  now  on 
tlie  flank  of  the  enemy.     Soon  after  the  new  line  of  pickets  showed 
th^j^r  heads  on*  the  crest  of  the  Sinking  ridge  in,  the  field,  the  enemy 
ceased  firing  and  moved  to  his  rear  with  his  whole  force.     The  two 
regiments,  remained  in  their  lasWposition,  without  any  change,  until 
after  night,  as  I. had  received  an  order,  while  they  were  taking  up  that 
position,  from    General  Jones  to  support  General  Drayton  in  an  at- 
tack which  he  was  about  to  make  on  the  enemy  from  the  front.     The 
retreat  of  the  enemy  prevented  that  attack  from  being  made. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  everything  that  could  be 
desirod,  and  to  particularize  any  of  either  would,  1  aim  )St  fear,  be 
doing  injustice  to  the  rest.  I  will,  however,  venture  to  say  that  the 
condact  tf  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  Mrtjor  Waddell,  Captain 
SSeago,  second  in  command  of  the  twentieth,  and  Lieutenant  Thomas, 
commanding  its  skirmishci-fr,  especially  x)f  Colonel  Holmes,  repeatedly 
attracted  my  admiration. 

The  two  other  regiments,  the  fifteenth  and  seventeenth,  ceased  to 
he  under  Ecy  immediate  command  after  I  was  ordered  to  seize  and  hoM 
the  mountain.  •  1  am  certain,  however,  from  trustworthy  iuforma#on, 
that  thoy  well  performed  the  part  assigned  them,  which  was  to  remain 
passive  in  theii  place,  in  the  gorge,  whilst  the  action  was  going  on  in 
front.  They  did  so.  This  pi  are  was  much  exposed  to  the  shells  of 
the  enoflay,  from  which  they  suffered  considerably. 

I  am,  Major,  your  obedient  savant, 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Colonel  Seventeen! h  Georgia y  commartding  Toombs*  Brigade^ 

N.  B. — Thoroughfare  and  Manassas  a're  put  in  a  sinorlc  report  for 
the  twentieth  Georgia  by  Major  Waddell,  who  commanded  the  regi- 
ment.    That  report  accompanies  my  Manassai)  report. 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Colcnet  commanding  Brigade, 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BENNIN6  OP  SECOND 
BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

Headquarters  Toombs'  BRiOADBy      I 
Camp  near  Winchester^  October  8/I8CS.  )    • 

Major  Coward,  A.  jL  G.: 

Major  :  Of  the  part  borne  in  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  on  the 
50th  of  August  lasty  by  this  brigade,  which,  in  the  compulsory  absence 
of  General  Toombs  until  late  in  the  battle,  I  carried  into  action,  I 
respecifully^submit  to  you  the  following  report: 

At  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  30th  of  August,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  General  D.  R.  Jc»nes,  I  put  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle, 
n'ith  its  right  resting  on  the  road  from  Gainesville  to  Manassas,  and 
its  left  towards   the  right  of  General  Kemper's  command.     Shortly 
afterwards  I  was  ordered  by   General  Jopes  to  advance  in  line  of 
battle,  keeping  jny  distance  from  General  Kemper.     1  ordered  the 
brigade  accordingly  to  advance,  which  it  did  for  a  mile  and  a  half  or 
two  miles,  when  it  encountered  the  enemy's  infantry.     This  advance 
was  through  fields,  and  for^a  great  part  of  the  wtfy  und^r  the  shell  of 
the  enemy's  artillery.     "When  the  lino  reached  the  Chinn  house,  its 
position  was  such  that  the  twentieth  Georgia  regiment  had  to  go  to 
the  left  of  that  house,  and  the  other  regiments,  the  second  Georgia, 
the  fifteenth  Georgia  and  the  seventeenth  Georgia,  to  its  right.     This 
caused  a  wide  separation  of  the  twentieth  from  them.     As  tho  twen- 
tieth was  psPssing  the  ffouse,  some   officers  of  other  commands  met 
them,  crying  **  come  thi3  w:iy  ;  your  aid  is  needed ;  the  enemy  are  close 
by."     This  dr^w  mo  to  the  twentieth,  and,  when  the  regiment  passe  J 
the  house,  I  discovered  the  enemy    a   few  hundred   yaids    distant, 
almost  in  our  front,  but  a  little  to  our^^left,  in  a  pine  thicket.     To 
that  thicket  1  carried  fhe  regiment,  and,  on  reaching  it,  ordered  them 
to  charge  it.     The  pines  were  found  to   be  very  dense,  and  some  of 
them  of  large  size  for  a  second  growth.     The  regiment  obeyed  the 
order  with  alacrity,  and  advanced  with  as  much  al  tcrity  as  the  thicket 
would  admit  of,  receiving  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  returning 
It  without  baltfng.     The  thicket  proved  to  bo  one  of  considerable 
length,  with  its  left  resting  on  the  dry  bed  of  a  small  stream    or 
branch.     The  e|^ray  fell  back  as  we  advanced,  until  we  reached  i^s 
lower  end.     There  we  obtained   a  good  view  of  them,  and  saw  them 
running  in  complete  rout,  a  huddled  mass.     From  their  appearance, 
there  must  have  been  several  regiments  of  them.     They  soon  got  out 
of  eight  by  the  ^peed  they  made  under  the  fire  in  their  rear.'    But  on 
emerging  into  the  open  ground,  we  also  discovered  a  battery  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  dry  branch  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  not 
more  than  four  hundred  yards  off,    which,  the  thicket  being   then 
clear  of  its  own  troops, ^ojencd   its  whole  fire  on  us.     I  reflected  a 
moment  on  what  was  best' to  be  don&L     It  appeared  to  me  that  to  stay 
where  we  were  was  certain  destruction ;  to  retreat  would/bejsxpoaing 
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oorselves  for  a  loDg  distance  to  the  enemy's  shells,  and  might  haTO 
other  worse  effects.  I  thought  that  upon  the  whole  it  was  fetter  to 
try  to  take  the  battery,  especially  as  1  could  not  see  any  infantry  - 
Bupport  near  it.  I  determined  to  make  theattempt,  and  accordingly 
ga?e  the  order  to  charge  the  battery..  This  order  was  obeyed  with 
a  shout,  and  on  the  regiment  went,  at  a  run.  At  about  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  from  the  front  of  the  battery  the  level  branch  bottom  termi* 
nated,  and  the  ascent  of  the  hill  on  which  the  battery  was  placed 
commenced.  The  ascent,  for  a  short  distance,  was  rather  steep,  and 
then  was  considerably  less  so  up  to  the  guns,  so  that  men  lying  down 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  would  be  protected,  by  the  intarvening  little 
crest,  from  the  battery's  fire.  When  the  regiment  reached  the  foot  of 
the  hill  I  ordered  them  to  halt  and  lie  down,  to  recover  their  breath  a 
little.  This  they  did.  In  about  five  minutes,  during  which  a  terrific 
storm  of  missiles  gM  passing  just  over  cheir  heads,  I  ordered  them  to 
rise  and  take  the  Hhttery.  They  rose  at  the  word,  and  quickly  ad- 
van'cQd  up  the  hill  and  beyond  the  crest,  and  some  of  them  almost  up 
to  the  guns.  Whilst,  however,  wc  had  been  resting  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  the  enemy  had  not  been  ic)le.  They  had  got  several  pieces  into 
position  on  our  right  flank,  at  a  short  distance  from  us,  and  with 
these  they  also  opened  upon  us,  thus  subjecting  us  to  a  fire  both  in 
front  and  flank.  Thi  j  was  not  all.  Heavy  infantry  supports,  though 
not  to  be  seen  when  the  charge  was  ordered  at  the  thicket,  had  now 
become  visible,  in  close  proximity  to  the  battery  in  our  front.  No 
Bopports  to  us  were  anywhere  in  sight.  Under  these  circumstauces,  I 
thought  it  would  be  madness  to  let  the  regiment  go  on ;  that  if  they 
took  iho  battery  they  would  not  be  able  to  hold  it,  and  therefore 
would,  after  taking  it,  either  have  to  retreat  or  jail  be  captured  or 
exterminated.  I  preferred  to  fall  back  at  once,  although  some  of  the 
men  were  almost  up  to  the  guns.  I  accordingly  gave  the  order  to 
fall  back.  And  then  the  regiment,  in  tolerjible  order,  fell  back  about 
two  hundred  yards,  under  a  terrific  fire  from  both  of  the  batteries  and 
from  the  infantry  supports.  When  it  came  to  the  dry  bed  of  the 
branch  already  mentioned,  then  I  halted  it,  and  ordered  the  mep  to 
lie  down  in  the  b«d  of  the  branch,  and  thus  get  as  muc  h  protection 
irom  the  enemy's  fire  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  be  in  a  position 
fcom  which  they  could  return  that  fire  with  some  effect.  •This  they 

did.  ^       •  t       ' 

Whilst  the  re/;iment  was  charging  through  the  pine  thicket,  and 
when  it  had  gotten  about  half  way  through  it,  I  discovered,  close  to 
our  le.ft,  near  the  edge  of  the  thicket,  by  the  branch,  tiifo  or  three 
of  the  enemy's  pieces  of  artillery,  completely  abandoned.  When  or 
why  these  were  abandoned  I  do  *not  know.  But  it  is  certain  that, 
abandoned  at  whatever  time  and  for  whatever  cause  they  might  be, 
they  were  not  captured  guns  as  long  as  the  large  pine  thicket  close 
by  them  was  full  of  the  enemy's  infantry  to  guard  and  protect  them. 
These  guns,  therefore,  I  respectfully  submit,  th^  twentieth  Georgia  is 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  taking.  After  disposing  of  the  regiment  at 
aforesaid  in  the  bed  of  the  branch,  I  thought  it  was  time  for  me  to 
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leavo  it  and  seek  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  and  give  them 
my  seryfcea. 

I  accordingly  left  the  twentieth,  and  was  with  it  no  more  daring 
the  battle.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  from  the  report  of  Major  Wad- 
delly  who  commanded  *the  regiment,  that  it  continued  to  fight  to  the 
last,  and  not  without  effect. 

I  cannot  close  this  notico  of  the  part  tiiken  by  the  twentieth  hi  the 
battle  without  asking  leave  to  bestow  the  tiibnteof  my  warmest  admi- 
ration upon  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men.  It  was  really 
brilliant;  and  the  name  of  every  officer  and  of  every  man  deserves  to 
be  known,  but  I  have  room  only  for  the  officers.  They  are :  Major 
J.  D.  Waddcll,  commanding  regiment;  Captain  E.  M.  Scago,  8f?con>i 
in  command  ;  Ijieutenant  W.  N.  Iluchins,  acting  adjutant;  company 
A,  Captain  A.  B.'Ross  and  Lieutenant  W.  W.  firazeal ;  company  li. 
Captain  Mitchell;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  uranberry,  wounded;  company 

C,  Captain  W.  Y.  Dearry,  wounded,  Lieutenant'  Robert  Jordan  and 
Lieutenant  J.  H.  Spier,  killed;  company  D,  CapflHin  8.  W.  Blance, 
Lieutenant  J.  L.  Carter  and  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Hammock,  wo iinde«1  ; 
company  K,  Lieutenant  George  F.  Adams  and  Lieutenant  L.  W. 
Davis ;  company  E.  Captain  11.  D.  Little  and  Lieutenant  J.  A.  M-id- 
don  ;  company  L,  Lieutenants  G.  S.  Ttomas,  VV,  L.  Abbott  and  J 
R.  Richards;  company  G,  Lieutenant  T.  S.  Fontaine/ wounded; 
company  H,  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Huebreath,  killed  ;  company  I,  Cap- 
tain C.  B.  Mines;  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Scott,  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  heavy.  The  killed  were  twenty-two, 
the  wounded  one  hundred  and  seven,  knd  the  missing  six,  exclusive 
of  officers.  The  numbet  carried  into  action  was,  exclusive  of  officers, 
only  three  hundred  and  thiity-five;  and  of  these,  nearly  one-thiru 
were  bare-footed,  without  vl  piece  of  leather  to  their  feet.  After  leav- 
ing the  twentieth,  I  went  to  seek  the  other  three  regiments.  On 
passing  from  the  pine  thicket  into  the  large  field  in  which  they  com- 
menced the  fight,  no  troops,  excepts  few  small  pjirties,  were  visiblo. 
After  some  enquiry,  I  was  told  by  a  man,  who  seemed  well  informel, 
that  th«  regiments  had  gone  down  on  the  right,  to  support  Stuart's 
cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I  galloped  in  that  direction  for 
about  a  mile  and  a  half,  as  I  thought,  when  I  came,  in  sight  of  the 
cavalry,  and  saw  that  no  infantry  w%s  near  it.  I  then  returned;  and 
soon  after  reaching  the  same  field,  I  observed  a  brigade  approaching, 
led  by  ageAral.     To  him  I  advanced,  and  found  him  to  be  General 

D.  R.  Jone^  accou^panied  by  General  Drayton.  They  were  bringing 
General  Drayton's  brigade  into  action.  General  Jones  informed  mc 
that  the  three  regiments  were  then  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Toombs,  who  had  shortly  before, that  time  reached  the  field. 
I  also  learned  that  they  were  not  then  engaged  in  the  action^  and 
would  not  be  again  ;  that  after  a  long  and  hot  fight,  with  heavy  los^ 
to  the  seventeenth,  they  had  been  ordered  back  a  little,  to  be  replaced 
by  fresh  troops.  I  concluded,  then,  that  instead  of  going  to  the  seven- 
teenth, which  alone  was,  by  the  recent  arrival  of  General  Toombs, 
left  me  to  command,  1  would  report  to  General  Kemper,  and  ask  him 
to  let  me  serve  him  as  an  aid.     I  did  so,  and  he  kindly  accepted  my 
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offer,  and  I  remained  with  him  until  the  battle  was  over  and  he  left  the 
field. 

It  will  have  been  perceived  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  have 
any  personal  knowledge  of  the  part  taken  by  these  three  regiments 
in  the  action,  as  I  was  not  with  them.     I  learned,  however,  from  the 
best  aoarces,^  that  their  conduct  was  excellent — in  a  high  degree  pro- 
motive of*  the  general  happy  result  on  the  right,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  creditable  to  themselves.     The  loss  of  the  seventeenth  was 
Tery  heavy,  itj>eing  one  hundred  and  one,  out  of  not  more  thto  two 
hundred  carrftd  into  action.     Major  Pickett,  who  commanded  the 
regiment,  fell  late  in  the  fight,  desperately  wounded  by  a  ball  through 
the  breast.     Hardly  had  Captain  Jones,  the  next  in  rank,  assumed* 
tlie  command  before  he  was  killed  by  a  ball  through  the  temple.     The 
second  regiment  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  and 
the  fifteenth  by  Colonel  Wiilican.     Both  of- these  gallant  pfficers  have 
since  been  killed  in  J)attle.     They  fell  at  Sharpsburg.     Major  Pick- 
ett's  wound  has  kept  him  from  every  kind  of  duty.     The  consequence 
18  that  we  have  now,  for  reports  of  the  conduct  of  these  three  regi- 
ments, to  depend  on  ofBcers,  none  of  whom,  except  Captain  French, 
was  in  command  during  the  acfion,  and  he  but  for  a  short  time,  near  Us 
close.     It  is  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  the  regimental  reports 
BQUSt  be  less  full  and  perfect  than  they  would  have  been  but  for  those 
casualties.     I  beg,  however,  to  invite  your  particular  attention  to 
them,  as  they  fill  a  vacutim  in  my  own  report.     They  are  the  repoils 
of  Captain  Lewis,  for  the  second  Georgia ;  that  of  Major  Shannon,  for 
the  fifteenth  Georgia,  and  that  of  Captain  French,  for  the  seventeenth 
GecMTgia.     It  only  remains  for  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  conduct 
.  of  the  second  company  of  Washington  Artillery,  commanded  by  that 
ever-ready  and  excellent  young  ofiScer,  Captain  Richardson.     And  in 
respect  to  its  conduct  I  must^efer  you  wholly  to  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain Richardson  himself,  for  I  was,  during  the  whole  ^attl'e,  so  other- 
wise engaged  that  I  could  not  witness  its  acting.     That  action  was, 
however,  from  all  that  I  hear,  admirable. 

I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully.,  your  obedient  servant, 

•   HENRY  L.  BENNINO, 
Colonel  commanding  Zbomi#'  6r^mfe. 


to 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  E.  M.  LAW  OF   SECOND    BATTLE 

OF  Manassas. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigadb,  September  10,  186$. 

Captain  W.  H.  Sellers, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  ^f  tlie  pftrtici- 
pation  of  the  brigade  under  mj  command  in  the  action  of  Friday  and 
Saturday,  29th  and  3i)th  August : 

Leaving  Thoroughfare  Gap  at  sunrise,  on  the  29th,  the  brigade 
marched  in  the  direction  of  Manassas  Junction.  At  OainesviUe,  on 
the  Warrenton  turnpike,  the  lino  of  march  changed  abruptly  to  the 
Irft,  along  the  turnpike,  in  the  direction  of  Centrcville.  On  arriving 
about  midway  between  GaiQesville  and  the  stone  house,  which  is  sit- 
uated at  the  junction  of  the  turnpike  and  the  Sudley  ford  road,  I  was 
ordered  by  Brigadier  General  Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to  form 
thg  brigade  in  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike  and  almost  at 
right  angles  with  it,  the  right  resting  on  the  road  and  the  left  con- 
necting with  General  Jackson's  line.  The  Texas  brigade  had  been 
previously  formed  on  the  right  of  the  road,  its  left  joining  my  right 
With  a  strong  line  of  riflemen  in  front,  which  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  as  it  advanced,  the  brigade  moved  forward,  accompanied 
by  Generals  Longs treet  aqd  Hood,  until  it  reached  a  commanding 
position  in  front  of  the  enemy,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  Dogan's  house,  which  seemed  to  be  the  centre  of  his  positien. 
At  this  point,  a  severe  artillery  fire  was  opened  by  the  cnemy^a  *bat- 
teiies.  A  halt  was  ordered,  and  the  tyqps  remained  in  position  nntil 
our  artillery  coujd  be  brought  forward.  Our  batteries  took  position 
on  a  ridge  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  opened  fire  with  marked  effect  upon 
the  enemy. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  and  sjcirmishers  contitiued,  almost  without 
intermission,  until  near  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,.  when  heavy  n^usketry 
on  my  left  announced  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on  General  Jackson's 

Sosition.  Soon  after  this  attack  commenced,  a  brigade  of  General 
ackson's  command  moved  out  o£  the  wood,  on  my  left,  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position  on  the  bridge,  to  the  left  of  the  hamlet  of 
Groveton,  and  captured  a  piece  of  artillery  posted  there.  I  imme* 
diately  moved  my  line  forward  as  far  as  Groveton,  where  it  was  halted 
on  a  line  with  the  troops  to  my  left. 

At  about  six  o'clock,  a  Federal  battery,  supported  by  a  large  body 
of  infantry  and  some  cavalry,  was  advanced  along  the  turnpike  to 
within  four  hundred  yards  of  our  position.  The  guns  had  scareely 
nnlimbered,  when  I  ivas  ordered  by  General  Hood  to  charge.  Moving 
rapidly  forward,  the  brigade  came  first  under  fire  of  the  battery,  ikon 
in  range  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  Delivering  yolloy  after  volley,  my 
men  continued  a  rapid  and  uninterrupted  advance  upon  the  battery 
and  its  supports,    A8||hey  approeohed  the  guns,  three  of  tkMi  were 
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limbered  up  and  carried  off  at  a  rnn,, along  the  turnpike.  One 
remained,  and  continued  to  fire  until  mj  men  were  8o  near  it  as  to 
have  their  faces  burnt  by  its  discharges.  Without  faltering,  they 
pressed  forward  and  the  piece  was  taken.  At  this  point,  a  flanking  fire 
was  opened  upon  my  right  by  a  body  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
advancing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  and  passing  to  giy  right 
and  rear.  I  at  once  formed  a  portion  of  the  second  Mississippi  regi- 
ment along  the  coad  and  at  right  angles  to  the-  line  of  advance,  and 
returned  the  fire  with  effect,  the  enemy  breaking  and  retiring. 
The  second  Mississippi  now  pressed  forward  beyond  the  road,  and, 
together  with  the  Texas  brigade  on  the  right,  cleared  the  field  of  the 
enemy.  Meantime,  on  the  left,  my  other  regiments,  fourth  Alabama, 
eleventh  Mississippi  and  sixth  North  Carolina,  reinforced  by  the 
twenty-third  South  Carolina,  were  advancing  and  driving  the  enemy 
before  them.  The  advance  was  continued  until  darkness  prevented 
further  operations.  I  ordered  a  halt,  and  established  my*line  across 
the  turnpike,  half  a  mile  from  the  position  whence  the  advance  began. 
A  charge  of  cavalry  on  the  road  and  an  infantry  attack  on  the 
extreme  left  were  made  after  dark.     Both  were  easily  repulsed. 

The  opposing  force  of  the  enemy,  as  I  learned  from  captured  offi- 
cers,,^ consisted  of  General  King's  division,  of  four  brigades,  and  a 
battery  of  howitzers.     One  piece  was  captured  and  about  one  hundred 
prisoners.     Among  the  prisoners  were  Captain  Judson,  assistant  ad-  ^ 
jutant  general  to  General  Hatch,  and  Cuptain  Garish,  of  the  battery. 

During  the  night  of  the  dOth,  under  orders  from  General  Hood,,i , 
resumed  the  position  to  the  rear  of  Groveton,  which  I  had  occupied 
in  the  morning.  At  daylight  on  the  3<Hh,  the  enemy  advanced  a 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers  towards  this  point.  These  were  mot  by  my 
riflemen  and  those  from  the  TexaB  brigade,  and  sharp  skirmishing 
continued  until  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  main 
attack  of  the  enemy  began.  Tbia  attack,  which  was'made  by  General 
Morrell's  Federal  division  on  General  Jackson's  right,  in  full  view  of 
my  position,  was  no  sooner  repulsed  than  the  whole  line  was  ordered 
forward,  and  my  brigade  advanc^ed  to  Groveton,  in  support  of  a  bat- 
tery w&ioh  wa^  placed  at  that  point.  Here  it  remained  for  half  an 
hour  or  more,  under  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery,  when  I  received  orders 
from  General  Hood  to  move  across  the  turnpike  to  the  lefc  of  the 
Texas  brigade.-  On  reaching  an  eminence  a  few  hundred  yards  to 
the  right  of  the  road,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  field,  I  per^^ 
ceived  large  numbers  of  our  troops  pressing  in  to  the  right,  towards 
the  Blackburn  ford' road.  Unable  to;distinguish  the  locality  of  the 
Texas  brigade,  and  seeing  that  the  enemy  was  pushing  a  heavy  forc^ 
into  the  ravine  and  pine  thickets  directly  in  front  of  me  and  just 
below  Dogaft's  house,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their 
formidable  battery  posted  there,  I  carried  forward  three  regiments  to 
that  point.  Placing  the  sixth  North  Carolina  and  fourth  Alabama  in 
*the  pines,  and  the  second  Mississippi  on  their  l|ft  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  on  which  the  hous^  situated,  I  waited  a  short  time  for  the 
eleventh  Mississippi,  wh|efa  hpl  .been  directed  to  move  upon  the  bat-^ 
tery  froii  the  left  of  ttie  turnpike,  intending  to  attack  at  the  same- 
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beyon^  bis  guns.     Bo  far  we  had  been  entirely  successfal^  and  every- 
thing pronfised  a  decisive  victory.     It  is  trae  that  strong  support* was 
needed  to  follow  up  oar  saccess,  but  this  I  expected  every  moment. 
At  this  stage  of  the  battle,  a  powerful  Federal  force  (ten  times  our 
number)  of  fresh  troops  was  throwiTin  our  fron^     Our  losses  up  t^ 
this  time  had  been   very  heavy;    the  troops  now  confronting    the 
enemy  were  insufficient  to  eover  properly  one-fourth  of  the  line  of 
battle;  our  ammunition  was  expended;  the  men  had  been  figbting 
long  and  desperately,  and^were  c^austed  from  want  of  food  and  rest. 
Still  they  held  their  ground,  many  of  them  using  such  ammunition  as 
they  could  obtain  from  the  bodies  of  our  own  and  the  enenij*s  deaJ 
and  wtunded.     It  was  evident  that  this  state  of  affairs  could  not  long 
continue.    No  support  was  at  hand.   To  remain  stationary,  or  advance 
without  it,  would  have  caused  a  useless  butchery,  and  I  adopted  the 
only  altematis^,  that  of  falling  back  to  the  wood  from  which  I  had  firs: 
advanced.  .  Q^e  enemy  followed  very  slowly  and  cautiously.      Under 
direction  of  General  Uood,  I  reformed  my  brigade  in  the  rear  of  St. 
Mumma's  o^groh^  and  together  with  the  Texas  brigade,  which   had 
*  also  retired^  again  confronted  the  enemy,  who  seemed  to  hesitate  to 
enter  i^e  wgod.     During  this  delay,  reinforcements  arrived  and  the 
brigade  was  relieved  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ammunition.     A; 
one  o'clock,  P.   M.,  having  been  supplied  with  ammunition,   I   was 
aj^in  ordered  to  the  field,  and  took  position  in  the  wood  near  the 
church.     Here  the  brigade  remained,  under  an  incessant  cannonade, 
*ui^l  near  night-fall,  when  it  was  moved  half  a  mile  nearer  the  town 
of  Shypeburg,  where  it  lay  during  the  night  and  the  following  day. 

The  good  conduct  of  my  brigade  in  this  battle  has  not  been  sur- 
pasapd  by  it  in  any  previous  engagement.     Weak  and  exhausted  as 
they  were,  and  fighting  agtiinst  fearful  odds,  the  troops  accomplished 
and  endured  all  that  was  within  the  limits  of  human  capacity.     Oar 
1^8,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged,  was  extremely  heavy. 
The  officers  suffered  severely.     Colonel  Liddell,  the  gallant  and  be- 
loved commander  *of  the  fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  fell  mortally 
wouncled;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment,  received 
a  pabful  wound,  and  Major  Evans  was  killed.  •  Colonel  Stone,  lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Humphries  and  Major  Blair,  of  the  second  Missiasii^i, 
were  all  wounded,  while  leading  that  distinguished  regiment  in  tikt 
charge.     MjiJ9r  Webb,  commanding  sixth  North  Carolina,  Captain 
Tate,  an  actin||»field  officer  of  the  same,  and  Captain  Scruggs,  com* 
manding  fourth  Alabama,  received  wounds  while  gallantly  discharging 
their  d||y.     The  members  of  my  staff.  Lieutenant  Terrell,  A.  A.  G.» 
Captain  Eirkman,  Lieutenant  Law,  of  the  Cittfdel  Academy,  and 
{private  Smith,  fourth  Alabama,  as  usual,  performed  every  duty  bravely 
.and  efficiently.        *  * 

1  enclose  list  of  casualties. 

I  am^  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
•  B.  M.  LAWy 

Colonel  comfnanding  £rigitd$^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL, J.  WALKER,   COMMANDING  JEN- 
KINS' BRIGADE,  OF  BATTLE    0|  BOONSBORO\ 

•        *  Headquarters  Jenkins'  Brigade, 

Camp  near  •Winchester,  Oct.  24,  1862. 

Colonel  Robert  Johnson  : 

Sir  :  The  division  of  General  D.  R.  Jones  having,  by  a  forced»march* 
from  Hagerstown,  reached  Boonsboro',  Maryland,  near  South  Moun- 
tain, about  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  evening,  September  14th,  was  im* 
mediately  thrown  forward  to  the  support  of  the  troops  engaged  with 
the  enemy  on  the  monntais.     Passing  through  Boonsboro'  and  cross- 
ing a  branch,  this  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  General  Garmett's, 
inarched  by  the  right  flank  to  a  church,  some  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
right  and  south  of  the  turnpike,  and  then  filed ^off  to  the  left^  about 
one  mile,  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain.     About  the  time  we  reached 
that  position,  the  firing  having  pretty  well  ceased,  the  two  brigades 
about-faced,  marched  back  within  lialf  a  mile  of  the  turnpike  and 
filed  off  to  the  right,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  midway  up  the 
mountain,   with   General   Garnett's   brigade   on   my   left.     Having 
thrown  put  skirmishers  preparatory  to  an  advance',  I  was  ordered  by 
Oeneral  Jones  to  move  the  brigade  along  the  mountain  to  the  White 
House  hotel,  on  the  turnpike,  at  the  summit  of  the  pass.    Upop  reach- 
ing the  hotels  I  posted  the  brigade  a  little  in  advance  of  it  and.to  the 
left  of  the  turnpike.     Some  ten  minutes  afterwards,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Jones,  I  moved  the  brigade  further  up  the  mountain  and  obiquely 
to  the  right,  in  the  direction  of  Middleburg,  and  formed  it  into  line 
of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  where  a  fierce  fight  was  raging.     The 
first  jegiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  Liv- 
ingston ;  the  sixth  regiment  South   Carolina  volunteers.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  M.  Steadman,  and  the  fifth  regiment  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers. Captain  T.  C.  Beckham  commanding,  were  advanced  some 
two  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  behind  a  stone  fence,  where  they  en- 
gaged in  a  desultory  fire  with  the  enemy  until  dark,  when  the  brig- 
ade was  withdrawn  to  the  hotel.     OrderdI  by  General  Jones  to  cover 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  this  portion  of  the  field,  I  adj^ced 
the  second  rifle  regiment  South   Carolina  volunteers  8ome||Hkice 
down  the  turnpike,  ttwards  Middlebnrg,  and  threw  out  a  hefljPbrce 
of  skirmishers.     This  position  was  held  bv  the  brigade  untuabout 
four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  15th  September,  when  it  was  relieved  by  thecav- 
airy'brigade  of  General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  and  rejiined  the  command  of 
General  Jones  at  Sharpsburg. 

Although  but  partially  engaged,  I  cominend  the  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  brigade,  with*  but  one  exception,  which  is  as 
mortifying  to  the  feelings  of  a  Carolinian,  as  it  is  unworthy  of 
the  flag  they  bear  and  the  cause  which  they  represent.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Livingston,  of  the  first  regiment  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, reports  that  company  A  did  not  enter  the  fight,  shamefully 
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deaeriing  the  regiment  while  marching   through  the  gap.      Why 
charges  have  not  oeen  preferred  against  ofiScers  and  priyates  for  cow- 
ardice, has  not  been  explained.  * 
In  this  action  the  loy  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows : 

Begiments.  Kilkd.       «      Wounded. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  0  t 

First  regiment  S.  Carolina  volanfeers,  1  15 

Second  regiment  rifles  S.  Carolina  yoIs.,     0  1 

Fonrth  battalion,               •  0  0 

Fifth  regiment  8.  Carolina  volanteers,  0  6 

Sixth    •    *«                "            "  2  5 

Total,  S  2^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  WALKER, 
Colonel  commanding  Jenkins'  Brigodt. 
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REPORT  OP  COLONEL  MtALKER,  COMMANDING  JENKINS* 
BRIGADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

IIkadqua&ters  Jenkins'  Brigade,      > 
Camp  near  Winchester,  Virginia,  October  24,  1862.  J 

Colonel  Robert  Johnson  : 

Sir  :  By  a  rapid   march  from  Boonsboro',*  this  brigade  reacbe<}' 
Sharpsbarg,  Maryland,  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  15th  of 
September,  and   took  position,  in  line  of  battle,  on  an  eminence  in 
front  of  the  town  and  to  the  right  of  the   tarnpike.     By   order  of 
General  Jon98,  it  moved,  late  in  the  evening,  across  a  ravine,  to  the 
right,  with  Kemper's  Garnett's  and  Drayton's  brigades,  where  it  re- 
mained, nnder  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  until  three  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  17th,  when  it  moved  back,  by  order  of  General 
Jones,  and  occupied  its  first  position,, in  support  of  Captain  Moody's 
battery  and  a  company  of  the  Washington  artillery.  Captain  Squiers, 
both  from  Louisiana.     Here  the  brigade' endured  a  terrific  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  for  some  half  hour,  when,  the  ammunition  of  the  artillery 
having  been  exhausted,  it  advanced  some  four  hundred  yards  to  an 
apple  orchard,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms.     Per- 
ceiving the  enemy  in  force  in  several  positions,  from  any  of  which 
we  were  assailable,  I  threw  out  the  first,  fifth  and  sixth  regiments  of 
South  Carolina  volunteers  to  oppose   him  on  the  left,  and  the  Pal- 
metto sharpshooters  and  the  second  regiment  rifles.  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  to  meet  him  in  the  centre  and  on  the  right.     From  this 
position  we  continued  to  pour  a  destructive  fire  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  at  short  range,  until  be  recoiled  and  retreated  out  of  sight 
among  the  timber  on  Antietam  creek. 

At  this  juncture,  perceiviug  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  three 
heavy  columns  some  four  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  brigade  and 
to  the  right,  across  a  ravine  leading  up  from  the  creek,  and  was 
steadily  driving  back  the  brigades  of  Generals  Kemper  and  Drayton, 
I  moved  this  brigade  into  line  parallel  with  the  turnpike  and  ravine, 
and  near  to  the  latter,  and  opened  a  destructive  enfilade  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  which  assisted  materially  in  driving  back  his  columns. 

Changing  the  front  of  the  brigade  again  tqwards  Antietam  creek, 
and  at  right  angles  to  the  turnpike  and  ravine,  I  threw  forward  aline 
of  skirmishers  to  a  fence,  near  to  the  timber  on  the  creek,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  This  position  the  brigade,  alone  and  un- 
supported, held  during  the  18th,  burying  the  dead  Aid  caring  /os  the 
wounded — the  skirmishers,  in  the  meanwhile,  keeping  up  a  brisk'  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  Just  after  dark  on  the  1 8th,  I  zeoeived  orders  from 
General  D.  R.  Jones  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  divpion.  Strength- 
ening my  lino  of  pickets  and  extending  it  further  to  the  right  and 
left,  I  held  the  position  until  nearly  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  of  September,  when  I  was  relieved  by  the  cavalry  brigade  of 
General  Fitsbugh  Lee,  and  withdrew  the  brigade  across  the  Potomao, 
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effecting  the  passage  a  little  after  sunrise,  in  perfect  safety.  The  loss 
of  the  brigade  in  killed  and  woanded  was  hoayy,  in  view  of  the  num- 
ber carried  into  action,  and  was  as  follows : 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters,        -         -        - 

First  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteerSy 

Second  regiment  rifles,  S.  Carolina  yoIs., 

Fifth  regiment  South  Garolfna  volunteers, 

Sixth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers, 

Fourth  battalion  South  Carolina  volunteers,    -       . . 

Total,         -         -         .        .        .       f6  181 

In  this  action  Captains  Lee  and  Ilarbin,  of  the  Palmetto  Sharp- 
shooters, were  killed.  Thej  were  brave  and  promising  officers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Livingston,  of  the  first  regiment;  Captain  Gan- 
try, commanding  sixth  regiment;  Lieutenant  McFsidden,  of  the 
sixth ;  and  Lieutenant  W.  N\  Majors  and  Lieutenant  II.  H.  Thomson, 
of  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  were  seriously  wounded.  I  commend 
to  your  favorable  notice  Captains  Squiers  and  Moody,  who  handled 
their  guns  with  a  skill,* daring  and  endurance,  seldom  equalled  and 
never  surpassed.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  several  regiments  are 
worthy  of  the  highest  praise  for  their  coolness  and  daring  in  battle, 
and  their  patient  endurance  of  hunger  and  fatigue.  I  regret,  how. 
ever,  to  be  called  again  to  refer  ta  the  conduct  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  officers  and  privates  of  the  first  regiment  South  Carolina  volua. 
teers,  in  this  battle,  in  terms  of  censure.  The  commanding  officer 
reports  that  the  regiment  entered  the  fight  with  one  hundred  and  six 
men,  rank  and  file,  lost  forty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  at  the 
close  ofvthe  day  but  fifteen  enlisted  men  and  one  commissioned  officer 
answered  to  their  names.  Such  officers  are  a  disgrace  to  the  service 
and  unworthy  to  wear  ajsword,  for  I  must  believe  that  their  desertion 
of  their  companies  alone  induced  such  conduct  upon  the  part  of  their 
privates.  If  such  conduct  is  not  checked  by  exemplary  punishmenr, 
the  efficiency  of  the  regiment  will  be  destroyed. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  WALKER, 
Cd(md  commanding  Jenkins*  Brigude. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  G.  T.  ANDERSON,  COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

Headq'rs  Anderson's  Brigade,  D.  R.  Jones'  Division,  ) 

September  30th,  1862.         J 

Major  A.  Coward,  A,  A,  General : 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  bonor  to  forward  a  report  of  the  actions  of  my 
brigade  in  the  affairs  at  Rappahannock,  33d  August,  Thoroughfare 
Gap,  August  3Sth ;  Manassas,  August  30th  ;  Turner's  Gap,  Maryland, 
September  14th,  and  Sharpsburg,  September  17th,  1862,  with  the  list 
of  casualties  in  each  engagement : 

On  the  morning  of  August  23d,  I  was  ordered  to  support  Brigadier 
^General  Evans,  on  the  right  of  ourline^our  batteries  at  that  time  en- 
caging the  enemy,  who  had  planted  a  battery  on  the  hill,  near  the 
railroad  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock  river.  I  •  moved  my 
command  forward  promptly,  and  reported  to  General  Evans.  He  first 
ordered  me  to  advance  one  regiment,  in  conjunction  with  one  of  his, 
to  storm  the  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery.  Before  the  order 
was  executed,  he  ordered  me  to  advance  my  whole  brigade  in  line  of 
battle  to  the  west  of  a  wooded  slope,  in  front  and  to  the  right  of 
this  hill.  On  reaching  this  position,  he  ordered  me  to  continue  to 
advance,  through  the  open  field,  towards  the  hill  referred  to.  The 
enemy,  in  the  meantime,  had  withdrawn  their  battery  and  crossed  the 
river.  On  reaching  the  open  field,  I  saw,  in  rear  of  this  hill,  about 
one  hundred  of  the  enemy,  moving  by  their  left  flank,  and  supposed 
I  would  have  the  pleasure  of  an  open  field  fight,  but  this  small  party 
was  all  of  the  enemy  I  saw  on  our  side  of  the  river,  and,  long  before 
we  were  in  range  of  them,  they  disappeared,  and  in  a  few  moments 
the  railroad  bridge  was  blown  up  and  set  on  fire.  Continuing  to  ad- 
vance across  the  open  field  for  nearly  half  a  mile  under  the  fire  of 
four  batteries,  I  placed  my  brigade  in  line  on  the  field,  my  left  regi- 
ment (the  eighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Towers,  commanding) 
and  the  Holcombe  legion,  of  Evans'  brigade,  occupying  the  hill  where 
the  battery  of  the  enemy  had  been  posted.  We  remained  in  this  po- 
sition, my  right  extending  across  the  open  field,  for  at  least  five  hours, 
under  heavy  fire'  of  shell,  grape  and  canister ;  the  ofiScers  and  men 
behaving  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  My  own  horse  was  killed  near 
to  the  position  the  enemy  had  occupied  on  the  hill.  Continuing  our 
march,  we  reached  Thoroughfare  Gap  August  2dth.  My  brigade  was 
in  front.  I  ordered  Colonel  Beck,  with  his  regiment,  (ninth  Georgia,) 
in  advance,  and  to  send  forward  two  companies  as  skirmishers.  Mov- 
ing in  this  order,  the  brigade  was  halted,,  by  order  of  General  Long- 
street,  some  half  mile  from  the  gap,  and  Colonel  Beck  ordered  to  pro* 
ceed  through  the  gap  on  a  reoonnoissance.  Proceeding  cautiously* 
he  drove  a  mounted  picket  before  him,  killing  three  of  them,  and 
cleared  the  pass,  moving  some  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond,  and  held  his 
position  until  attacked  and  driven  back  by  a  whole  brigade  and  a  bat* 
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ierj.  The  brigade  was  ordered  forward,  and,  moying  rapidly  to  tbe 
front,  I  found  Colonel  Beck  falling  back  very  slowly  before  the  large 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  caused  him  to  form  his  regiment  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  and  formed  the  other  regiments  on  the  left  as  fast  as 
they  came  up,  in  the  following  order :  The  first  Georgia  regulars, 
Major  Walker  commanding ;  eighth  Georgia, '  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Towers ;  seventh  Georgia,  Colonel  Wilson,  and  eleventh  Georgia, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Luffman.  Having  thus  formed  my  line  and  advanced 
my  skirmishers  to  the  front,  I  ordered  the  line  to  advance,  which 
was  done  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  the  men  climbing  the  rough 
mountain  sides  on  their  hands  and  kneeg,  to  reach  the  «nemy  occu- 
pying the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  delivering  a  murderous  fire  in  their 
faces  as  they  made  the  perilous  ascent.  From  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  the  impenetrable  thickets  of  laurel  and  brush,  none  of 
the  regiments  except  the  first  Georgia,  obtained  a  favorable  position  ; 
but  the  regulars  succeeded  in  getting  a  good  position,  and  inflicted  a 
very  severe  chastisement  on  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Cap- 
tain Patton  brought  down  ^ve  with  his  pistol,  killing  three  of  thern^ 
The  regulars,  in  this  affair,  officera  and  men,  behaved  with  distin- 
guished gallantry,  as  they  have  on  every  occision  in  which  they  have 
met  the  enemy,  and  I  only  regret  that  our  army  is  not  composed  of 
just  such  men. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  we  bivouacked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ma« 
nassas  battle-ground,  but  were  not  engaged  during  that  day. 

On  the  3i)th,  I  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  battle,  near  the  Chinn 
house,  and  moving  in  this  direction.  Lieutenant  C.  C.  Hardwick,  A. 
A.  A.  General,  a  noble  and  gallant  officer,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  and  'compelled  to  leave  the  field.  In  a  few  moments  my  horse 
was  shot  under  me,  leaving  me  on  foot  and  without  an  aid.  Arriving 
in  front  of  the  Chinn  house  and  perpendicular  to  it,  I  found  that  I 
must  change  my  front,  which  I  did,  making  the  left  the  pivot,  and  then 
continued  my  advance,  by  order  of  Brigadier  General*  Jones,  com- 
manding division.  I  soon  marched  to  the  position  to  which  I  was  or- 
dered, to  the  right  of  Colonel  Benning,  commanding  Toombs'  brig- 
ade. The  men  were  now  in  front  of  the  enemy  and  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery;  but  with  all  the  coolness  of  veterans  they  went  to 
work,  and  soon  drove  the  brigade  in  front  of  them,  from  the  field.  A 
^resh  brigade  was  soon  brought  up,  and  the  fight  resumed  with  all  its 
intensity ;  but  the  men  and  officers  stood  to  their  posts  undor  the  most 
murderous  fire  I  ever  witnessed,  with  the  resolve  to  fall  rather  than 
yield.  My  right  flank  being  exposed,  the  enemy  succeeded  so  far  in 
tuining  it,  as  to  enfilade  that  portion  of  my  line,  when  I  drew  back  my 
right,  BO  that  I  could  keep  my  front  to  the  enemy.  Fresh  troops  com- 
ing up,  soon  after  the  enemy  were  again  and  finally  driven  from  the 
field,  when,  with  the  remnant  of  my  brigade,  I  moved  back  a  short 
distance  to  the  rear  to  rest  the  men,  and  finally  bivouacked  for  the 
night  in  front  of  Chinn's.  For  the  desperation  of  the  fights  and  the 
fierce  tenacity  with  which  my  men  held  the  ground,  let  the  list  of 
casualties  testify.  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  and  gal- 
lantry of  the  whole  brigade,  without  exception.    Seven  oatiof  eight 
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of  tbe  field  officers,  and  over  fifty  company  officers  being  killed  and 
voun(fed.  Among  the  mortally  wounded  was  Colonel  W.  T.  Wilson, 
seventh  Georgia,  who  so  gallantly  led  the  charge  at  dam  No.  1,  near 
Yorktown,  the  16th  of  April  last.  Always  at  the  po8|(  of  duty  and 
danger,  he  fell  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  gallantly  cheering  his  men  to 
the  onset.  Lieutenant  Hardwick,  A.  A.  A.  General,  had  only  joined 
the  command  the  day  before,  from  sick  leave,  and  was  wounded  beforv 
the  command  was  engaged. 

In  the  engagement  at  Turner's  Gap,  near  Boonsboro*,  Maryland, 
my  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  General  Drayton's,  was  ordered  for- 
ward  to  report  to  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill.  I  found  General  Hill 
at  the  Mountain  House,  and  he  conducted  us,  in  person,  to  the  right 
of  our  line,  and,  after  giving  the  necessary  orders,  left  for  other  parts 
of  the  field.  Brigadier. General  Ripley,  the  next  senior  officer,  was 
then  left  in  command  of  the  four  brigades,  viz:  Brigadier  General 
G.  B.  Anderson's,  his  owp,  my  brigade,  and  General  Drayton's,  in 
line  from  right  to  left,  as  enumerated.  Before  Drayton  had  formed 
his  line.  General  Ripley  ordered  the  whole  line  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and  about  this  time,  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  Drayton. 
I  had,  by  moving  to  the  right,  under  General  Ripley's  order,  become 
separated  at  least-three  hundred  yards  from  General  Drayton's  right, 
when  General  R.  came  by  and  ordered  me  to  move  by  the  left  flank 
into  the  wood,  which  I  did,  my  skirmishers,  (the  right  wing  of  the 
Georgia  regulars.  Captain  Wayne  commanding,)  not  having  the  com- 
mand to  change  direction,  had  continued  moving  by  the  flank  and  un- 
covered my  front.  Having  moved  some  distance  over  the  mountain's 
side,  I  halted  and  sent  forward  to  find  Captain  Wayne,  but  could  not, 
for  the  reasons  above  given,  and  finding  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  more  to  my  left  than  front,  •!  changed  front,  forward  on  the  left, 
and  had  the  left  wing  of  the  Georgia  regulars,  under  direction  of 
Colonel  Magill,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  as  I  was  in  the  act  of 
advancing  to  find  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Shellman,  adjutant  eighth 
Georgia  regiment,  reported  the  enemy  as  having  turned  Drayton's 
right  flank,  and,  being  on  our  left  and  rear,  a  few  of  them  were  taken 
prisoners  and  several  of  Drayton's  men,  who  had  been  captured,  re- 
leased. 

To  prevent  the  enemy  from  cutting  off  my  small  brigade,  being  at 
tbo  time  alone,  (General  Ripley's  brigade,  on  my  right,  being  several 
hundred  yards  away,  as  I  found  by  sending  Captain  Montgomery, 
first  Georgia  regulars,  to  report  for  orders,  who  reported  him  at  least 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  my  right,  after  a  long  search,)  I  ordered 
my  brigade  to  move  by  the  left  flank  and  recross  the  road  in  our 
original  rear,  and  there  reformed  my  line  of  battle  and  was  advancinff 
to  find  the  right  of  Drayton's  brigade,  when  Captain  Twiggs  and 
Lieutenant  Lamar,  first  Georgia  regulars,  in  charge  of  skirmishers, 
called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were  erossing  the  road 
m  considerable  force  on  my  left  flank.  Seeing  this  myself,  and  to 
^event  my  left  from  being  turned,  I  moved  by  the  left,  diagonally  to 
the  rear,  to  intercept  tbem,  and  ai  this  time  found  General  Bood'i 
two  iM'tgades  ooming  up  to  support' that  part  of  the  line.  *- He  enga^^Ml 
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the  enemy  and  drore  him  back.  ITot  knowing  where  to  find  General 
Ripley  or  General  Drayton,  I  reported  to  General  Hood  for  instrnc* 
tions,  and  was  requested  by  him  to  hold  my  poBition,  to  protect  his 
left  flank,  an^  remained  there  until  drawn  off  the  field  after  night 
In  consequence  of  being  separated  from  Drayton'^s  right,  by  the  erder 
of  General  Ripley,  and  having  to  recross  the  road  to  avoid  being  sar* 
rounded,  my  men  were  not^engaged  in  the  fight,  except  the  first  line 
of  skiVmishers,  under  Captain  Wayne.  For  casualties  see  accompa- 
nying lists.  Falling  Sack  from  this  place,  I  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Brigadier  General  Hood,  commanding  the  rear  guard,  and  remained 
with  him  until  our  arrival  at  Sharpsburg.  I  was  ordered  into  position 
in  rear  of  the  Washington  artillery,  and  remained  there,  except  about 
three  hours,  being  moved  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  for  that 
length  of  time,  until  the  morning  of  the  17th.^  About  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  17th,  I  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  support  Gen- 
eral Hood,  without  a  guide  or  direction  how  to  find  him.  I  moved  off 
and  directed  my  course  by  the  sound  of  the  niusketry,  and  succeeded 
in  finding  General  Hood,  who  pointed  out  the  position  he  wished  me 
to  occupy.  I  remained  in  this  position  but  a  few  moments ;  other 
troons  he  moved  in  front  of  me,  and  I  moved  by  the  left  flank,  some 
two  nundred  yards,  and  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  for  about 
half  a  mile,  my  men  and  officers  behaving  in  the  most  gallant  man- 
ner. By  this  time  the  enemy  had  disappeared  from  before  us,  and, 
while  I  was  at  a  different  part  of  the  line,  some  n\ounted  oflicer,  un- 
known, reported  the  enemy  turning  our  right  flank  and  ordered  the 
men  to  fall  back,  and  some  confusion  was  created,  but  I  soon  reformed 
the  line  and  moved  to  the  right,  near  the  first  position  I  had  held. 
From  this  point  I  was  ordered  to  the  Hagerstown  road  by  a  staff  offi- 
cer of  General  Longstreet,  and  moved  to  that  place,  taking  position 
behind  the  stone  fence,  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  being  in  front 
of  us  in  a  corn-field.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  opened  an  enfilade 
fire  on  my  position  with  long-range  artillery,  and  I  was  forced  to 
change,  moving  down  the  road  towards  Sharpsburg,  under  the'  crest 
of  the  hill.  At  this  point  I  founnd  a  six-pounder  gun,  and,  getting 
a  few  men  to  assist  in  placing  it  in  position,  a  lieutenant  of  infantry, 
whose  name  or  regiment  I  do  not  know,  served  it  most  beautifully, 
until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Parts  of  several  brigades  by 
this  time  had  been  collected  at  this  point,  and,  by  direction  of  General 
D.  H.  Uili,  were  formed  in  line  perpendicularly  to  and  on  the  ri<  ht 
of  the  road,  near  the  position  occupied  by  Rodes'  brigade  early  in 
the  morning.  This  was  about  two  or  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  Placing 
me  in  command,  General  -Hill  ordered  me  to  occupy  the  crest  of  the 
hill  to  my  right  and  rear.  I  moved  to  the  position  and  sent  forward 
skirmishers,  but  failed  to  find  the  enemy.  The  enemy  opening  a 
cross  fire  of  artillery  from  the  left  on  us,  I  moved  back  to  the  other 
position,  which  waa  approved  by  General  Hill,  who,  riding  forward 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  our  front,  called  my  attention  to  a  line  of 
the  enemy  advancing,  apparently,  to  attack  us.  Suffering  them  to 
come  near  us,  I  ordered  my  command  to  charge  them,  which  they  did 
in  aplendid  Style  and  good  order,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  tia 
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en«mj,  takmg  seTeral  prisoners,  ted  routing  the  reipainder.  We 
could  not  pursue  them  as  fur  as  I  wished,  because  of  the  eevere  fire 
of  artillery  directed  against  us  from  long-range  guns,  which  we  could 
not  reach.  In  this  charge  parts  of  Wilcox's,  Featherston's  and 
Pryor's  brigades  participated  with  mine,  and,  I  am  proud  to  say  all, 
ofScers  and  men,  behaved  admirably. 

The  eleventh  Georgia  regiment.  Major  Little  commanding,  had 
been  detached  at  Hagerstown,  on  the  14th,  by  order  of  Brigadier 
General  D.  R.  Jones,  commanding  division,  and  did  not  join  me  until 
the  18th.  Major  Little,  with  five  companies,  reached  Sharpsburg  on 
the  morning  of  the  I7th,  and  participated  in  the  fight  on  our  right, 
under,  command  of  Brigadier  General  Toombs.  General  D.  B. 
Jones  speaks  in  high  terms  of  their  good  conduct.  I  forward  Major 
Little's  report,  leaving  it  to  the  officers  under  whose  command  he 
fought  to  do  him  and  his  men  justice. 

The  battery  attached  to  my  brigade,  the  Wise  artillery,  Captain  J. 
S.  Brown  commanding,  was  not  with  me,  nor  have  I  received  any  re- 
port from  it.  Gaptaia  Brown  was  severely  wounded  by  a  musket  ball 
passing  entirely  through  his  fpot. 

I  can  but  say  that,  in  each  of  these  engagements,  all  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  brigade,  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  behaved  in  the 
most  gallant  manner,  nearly  the  whole  of  each  action  being  con- 
ducted under  piy  own  eye.  1  know  of  no  particular  case  of  indi- 
vidual bravery,  and  can  make  no  discrimination  where  all  have  done 
eo  well,  it  appearing  to  be  the  determination  of  every  one  to  do  his 
whole  duty,  as  the  list  of  casualties  accompanying  this  report  will 
testify,  showing  a  loss  of  eight  hundred  and .  ninety-four  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  out  of  about  two  thousand  two  hundred,  with 
which  I  reached  Gordonsville. 

1  must  express  my  many  obligations  to  Lieutenant  H.  L.  D. 
McDaniel,  eleventh  Georgia  regiment,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral during  the  sickness  of  Lieutenant  Hardwick,  for  his  universal 
goo<|  conduct  and  gallantry.  He  was  relieved  by  Lieutenant  Hard- 
wick on  the  28th  of  August,  Lieutenant  McDaniel  having  been 
appointed  assistant  quartermaster  to  his  regiment. 

Lieutenant  Hardwick  being  wounded  on  the  30th  August,  at  Cbinn's 
house,  Lieutenant  Blackwell,  eighth  Georgia  regiment,  has  filled  the 
position  of  acting  assistant  adjutant  general  very  much  to  my  satis- 
faction, and  I'  have  found  him  at  all  times  prompt  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties.  ^ . 

I  am  also  under  many  obligations  to  Captain  Thomas  G.  Jackson, 
volunteer,  aid  and  acting  ordnance  officer  of  the  brigade,  for  his  good 
^onduct  and  ability  ijk  the  discharge  of  his  duties  ;  and  also  to  Gap- 
tain  Frederick  West,  volunteer  aid,  who  has'  been  with  me  since 
the  affair  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  and  has  nobly  and  faithfully  done 
his  duty. 

Many  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Holliday,  assistant  quartermnter 
of  the  seventh  Georgia  regiment,  for  invaluable  services,  ren» 
dered  on  the  banks  of  the  Bappahannock,  in  the  capacity  of 
rd^iatser  aid,    ... 
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I  mast  also  express  my  obligations  tb  Lietttdnant  Tennibley  nintli 
Georgia  regiment,  who  aided  me,  and  bore  himself  gallantly  under 
the  murderous  fire  at  Manassas,  after  Lieutenant  Hardwick,  acting 
assistant  adjutant  general,  was  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  T.  ANDERSON, 
Colanel  Eleventh  Georgia  Volunteers,  commanding  Brigade. 
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EEPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  TOOMBS. 

Washington,  Georgia,  October  25,  186S. 
Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones  : 

General:  The  day  that  the  army,  commanded  by  General  Lee,  left 
Leesburg  and  inarched  towards  Maryland,  you  notified  me  that  I  waa 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  division  composed  of  my  own  brigade. 
General  Drayton's  •and  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson's  brigades.  When 
Major  General  Longstreet's  command  arrived  within  foar  or  five  miles 
of  Hagerstown,  I  was  ordered  to  send  forward  one  of  my  brigades  to 
that  point,  take  possession  of  Hager^ttown  and  to  hold  ic  until  farther 
orders.  I  asked  permission  to  accompany  this  brigade,  which  was 
granted  by  Major  General  Longatreet.  I  took,  with  me,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  order,  my  own  brigade,  then  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Benning,  of  the  seventeenth  Georgia  volunteers,  leaving 
Brigadier  General  Drayton's  and  Colonel  Anderson's  brigades  i^ith 
the  main  body  of  the  army. 

On   Saturday  night,  the  ISth  September,  while  in  command. at 
Hagerstown,  1  received  orders  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to 
inarch  at  daylight  next  morning.     I  received  no  further  orders  until 
about  ten  o'clock,  on  Sunday  night,  the   14th  September;  I  then  re- 
ceived orders  to  march  immediately  to  Sharpsburg,  which  I  did,  and 
reached  there  before  daylight  Monday  morning.     On  that  day,  I  re« 
eeived  orders  from  you  to  detail  two  regiments  from  my  own  brigade^ 
the  only  one  then  with  me,  and  to  order  them  to  Williamsport,  for  the 
protection  of  the  waggon  train,  which  left  me  with  but  two  regiments 
only,  und  one  of  those  (the  second  Georgia)  was  Very  small,  having 
less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  muskets  present  for  duty.     With 
these  two  regiments  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  occupy  the  most  eligible 
position  I  could  find  on  the  Antietam  river,  near  the  bridge  on  the 
road  to  Barper's  Ferry,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing 
the  river.   From  this  position  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back  when  it  should 
become  necessary,  by  my  right  flank,  and  to  hold  a  hill  about  four 
hundred  yards  belcw*the«bridge  and  immediately  on  the  river,  as  long 
as  it  inight  be  practicable,  and  then  to  fall  back  and  take  position  on 
your  right  in  line  of  battle,  with  four  other  brigades  of  your  com- 
mand, about  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  bridge.     Witk 
these  orders,  I  took  possession  of  the  ground  indicated  in  your  orders^ 
•on  Monday,  the  15th  of  September,  with  the  twentieth  Georgia  vol- 
unteers,  comnuinded  by  Colonel  John  B.  Gumming,  and  the  second 
Georgia  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes, 
(about  four  hundred  muskets  strong,)  and  both  under  the  immediato 
command  of  Colonel  Henry  L.  Benning,  commanding  the  brigade— at 
this 'time  no  notice  having  been  given  me  of  what  disposition  was  in- 
tended to  be  made  of  the  rest  of  the  division,  which  had  been  assigned 
to  me.    I  subsequently  understood  from  you  that  Anderson's  briga«^<^ 
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liad  been  attaelied  to  Brigadier  General  Hood'a  eoig|mand»  aad  Briga- 
dier General  Drayton's  brigade  was  retained  by  you  in  your  line  of 
battle  on  the  heights  in  my  rear,  except  one  regiment  ( the  fifuetk 
Georgia  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonol  Kearse,)  hereafter  referred  to. 
The  Autietam  river  runs  comparatively  straight  from  a  point  about 
one  hundred  paces  above  the  bridge  to  a  point  about  three  hnndreA 

Spaces  below  the  bridge,  and  then  curves  suddenly  around  a  hill  to  a 
brd  on  a  neighborhood  road,  about  six  hundred  yards  to  xay  right  and 
rear.  The  road  from  Sharpsburg  to  Harper's  Ferry  from  the  foot  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Antietam  tiirns  suddenly  down  tbe  river  and  runa 
nearly  upon  its  margin  for  about  three  hundred  paces,  then  leaves  the 
river  nearly  at  right  angles.  Upon  examining  the  positiDn,  I  fonnd 
ft  narrow  wood  upon  the  ma^rgin  of  the  river,  just  above  the  bridge, 
^n  important  and  commanding  pcsition,)  occupied  by  a  company  of 
Texans,  from  Brigadier  General  Hood^s  command.  I  then  ordered  the 
twentieth  to  take  position,  with  its  left  near  the  foot  of  the  bridge  oa 
the  Sharpsburg  side,  extending  down  the  river  near  its  margin,  and 
the  second  Georgia,  on  its  right,  prolonging  the  line  down  tp  the  point 
^here  the  road  on  the  other  side  from  the  mountaifi  approached  the 
river.  This  required  a  more  open  order  than  was  desirable  on  aceoant 
of  the  smaliness  of  the  regiments,  both  together  numbering  but  a  little 
over  four  hundred  muskets. 

On  Tuesday,  you  placed  under  my  command  the  fiftieth  Georgia, 
(lieutenant  Colonel  Kearse,)  numbering,  I  should  suppose,  scareelj 
one  hundred  muskets.  I  ordered  this  regiment  on  the  right  of  the 
eecond  Georgia,  extending  it  in  open  order,  so  as  to  guard  a  blind  plan- 
tation road  leading  to  a  ford  between  the  lower  ford  before'referred  to 
and  the  right  of  the  second  Georgia  volunteers. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I  received  notice  of  the  withdrawal  ^of  the 
company  belonging  to  Brigadier  General  Hood's  brigade  from  the 
•position  on  Colonel  Cummings'  left,  above  the  bridge,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  detail  a  company  from  the  twentieth  to  take  its  place* 

On  Wednesday  morning  I  ordered  a  company  from  General  Jenkins* 
brigade,  whom  you  had*  placed  under  my  command,*  to  relieve  this 
company  from  the  twentieth,  and  occupy  its  position,  that  it  might 
resume  its  position  below  the  bridge.  This  order  was  not  obeyed, 
and  subsequently  I  placed  the  captain  and  one  half  of  this  company 
between  the  second  Georgia  and  fiftieth  Georgia^  and  the  other  half 
under  a  lieutenant  near  the  lower  ford,  to  pre wnt  or  retard  the  passage 
of  the  enemy  at  this  point.  This  command  held  its  position  with 
fidelity  and  firmness  until  withdrawn  by  my  order.  This  position  was 
important  and  had  been  guarded  by  a  cavalry  regiment  with  an  in- 
fantry brigade  in  its  rear,  up  to  Tuesday  evening,  when  both  were 
removed  to  another  position  on  the  field  of  battle  and  left  the  crossing 
unprotected  ezeept  by  the  small  force  I  was  thus  enabled  to  place 
there.  Finding  that  the  battery  belonging  to  my  brigade  (Captain 
Richardson)  was  placed  too  far  in  my  rear  to  render  me  efficient  ser- 
vice in  defending  the  passage  at  the  bridge,  I  applied  to  Gbneral 
Longstreet  for  another  battery.  He  ordered  Captain  finbank's  to  le- 
^^rt  to  me,  who  was  placed  in  mj  rear  about  half  iny  between  the 
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rmr  ud  Captiun  Richardson^s  battery,  md  rendered  efficijdnt  8er?ice 
as  long  as  he  remained  in  that  position. 

The  enemy  opened  on  mj  position  with  his  artillery,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  continued  it  until  dark.  The  damage  was  but  slight. 
My  own  skirmishers  and  the  company  from  General  Hood's  brigade 
crossed  the  river,  and  were  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirm- 
ishers the  most  of  this  Bay.. 

On  Tuesday  night  the  enemy  advanced  his.  artillery  and  in&ntry 
much  nearer  my  position,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  threw  forward 
hill  skirmishers  and  light  infantry,  in  greatly  increased  numbers,  and 
before  eight  o'clock,  drove  in  my  pickets  and  advanced  with  heavy 
columns  to  the  attacl^of  my  position  on  the  bridge.  This  position 
was  not  strong,  the  ground  descended  gently  to  the  margin  of  the 
river  covered  with  a  narrow  strip  of.  woods,  affording  slight  protection 
to  the  troops  ;  its  chief  strength  lay  in  the  fact  that,  from  the  nature 
of  the  ground  on  the  other  side,  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  approach 
mainly  by  the  road  which  led  up  the  river  *for  near  three  hondredi 
paoes,  parallel  with  my  line  of  battle,  and  distant  therefrom  from  fiftj- 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  thus  exposing  his  flank  to  a  destructive 
fire  the  most  of  that  distance.  At  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  the 
enemy  made  his  first,  attempt  to  carry  the  bridge  by  a  rapid  assault,, 
and  was  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  and,  at  irregular  intervals,  up- 
to  about  one  o'clock,  made  four  other  attempts  of  the  sam^  kind,  all 
of  irhich  were  gallantly  met  and  successfully  repulsed  by  the  twentieth 
and  second  Georgia. 

The  fiftieth  Georgia  and  the  half  company  from  General  Jenkins' 
brigade,  before  referred  to,  were  on  the  right  of  the  second  Georgia,, 
rather  below  the  main  point  of  attack,  and  rendered  little *or  no  ser- 
vice in  this  fierce  and  bloody  'struggle.  After  these  repeated  and* 
disastrous  repulses,  the  enemy  despairing  of  wresting  the  bridge  from 
the  grasp  of  its  heroic  defenders,  and  thus  forcing  his  passage  across 
the  river  at  this  point,  turned  his  attention  to  the  fords  b^ore  referred. 
to,  and  commenced  moving  fresh  troops  in  that  direction  by  his  left 
flank.  The  old  road,  by  the  upper  of  the  two  fords  referred  to,  led 
over  a  hill  on  my  right  and  in  my  rear,  which  completely  commanded 
my  position,  and  all  ingress  amd  egress  to  and  from  it,  below  t&e 
bridge.  My  communications  with  the  rear,  above  the  bridge,  were 
beset  with  other,  but  scarcely  less  difficulties.  This  approach  could 
have  been  very  successfully  defended  by  a  comparatively  small  force, 
and  it  was  for  this  purpose  that  I  so  often  and  urgently  asked  the  aid 
of  a  regiment  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  not  having  another  man  availa* 
ble  for  that  purpose.  Not  being  able  to  get  any  reinforcements  for 
the  defense  of  these  two  fords,  and. seeing  that  the  enemy  was  moving 
upon  them  to  cross,  thus  enabling  him  to  attack  my  small  force  ia 
front,  right  flank  and  rear,  and  my  two  regiments  having  been  coa-  , 
stantly  engaged,  from  early  in  the  morning  upiito  one  o'clock,  with  m 
vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  aided  by  Ahree  heavy  batterieg^, 
'  the  cemmanding  officer.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hoypes,  of  the  second^, 
having  be^n  killed  in  the  aotion,  and  the  only  remaining^field  o  f  cer^ 
Major  Harris;  beinj;  painfully  wounded,  and  fi^ly  One  half  af  this* 
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regiment  being  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  twentieth  having  ajso  suf- 
fered severely  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  ammunition  of  both 
regiments  being  nesurlj  exhausted,  and  Eubank's  batterj  having  been 
withdrawn  to  the  rear  nearly  two  hours  before,  I  deemed  it  my  duty, 
in  pursuance  of  your  original  order,  to  withdraw  my  command  and 
place  it  in  the  position  designated  by  you,  opposite  the  two  lower 
fords,  some  half  mile  to  the*  right  and  fron^of  your  line  of  battle, 
in  pursnance  of  this  order,  Colonel  Benning,  who  had  commanded  the 
remnant  of  the  brigade  during  the  action  with  distinguished  gallantry 
and  skill,  withdrew  these  gallant  regiments  to  their  new  position,  ready 
again  to  confront  and  battle  with  the  enemy.  The  fiftieth  Georgia  and 
the  company  from  General  JenkiLs'  brigade  were  at  the  same  time 
ordered  tothesame  position, and  wereled back  by  theirrespectiveofficers. 
This  change  of  position  was  made  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  with 
but  hmall  loss  in  the  face  of  greatly  superior  numbers.  Before  these 
troops  had  reached  their  new  j  osition,  the  fifteenth  Georgia  volunteers, 
iindec  the  command  of  Solonel  Milligan,  the  seventeenth,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  McGregor,  of  .my  brigade,  Major  Little,  with 
five  companies  of  the  eleventh  Georgia,  (Colonel  Anderson's  brigade,) 
all  of  whom  had  teen  detached  several  days  before  to  guard  ammuni- 
tion and  other  trains,  arrived  on  the  field,  and  were  also  placed  in  the 
new  position  before  designated.  The  twentieth  and  second  were  then 
ordered  to^the  ammunition  train  to  replenish  their  cartridge-boxes. 
Though  the  bridge  and  upper  ford  were  thus  left  open  to  the  enemy, 
he  moved  with  such  extreme  caution  and  slowness  that  he  lost  nearly 
twi>  hours  in  crossing  and  getting  into  action  on  our  side  of  the  river; 
about  which  time  General  A.  P.  Hiirs  division  arrived  from  Harper's 
Ferry.  I  then  received  your  order  that  as  soon  as  General  Gregg, 
^of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,)  arrived  and  relieved  me,  to  move 
my  command  and  take  position  immediately  on  your  right  on  the 
heights  then  occupied  by  the  rest  of  your  command. .  Before  I  was 
relieved  by  jGreneral  Gregg,  I  received  from  you  another  order  to 
move  up  my  command  immediately  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  had 
already  commenced  his  attack  upon  your  position.  I  immediately 
put  my  command  in  motion,  then  consistiug  of  the  fifteenth  and  sev- 
enteenth Georgia,  (lessened  by  one  company  from  each  sent  out  as 
skirmishers,)  Major  Little's  battalion  of  the  eleventh*,  a  small  number 
of  Kearse's  regiment,  and  on  the  way  I  found  Colonel  Cumming  and 
a  part  of  the  twentieth,  who  had  returned  from  supplying  themselves 
with  ammunition,  and  joined  me,  and  hastened,  with  «J1  speed,  to  your 
position.  On  my  arrival,  I  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
ground  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  occmpj  t>n  your  right.  He  had 
driven  off  our  troops,  captured  Mcintosh's  battery  (attached  to  Gen- 
eral Drayton's  brigade)  and  held  possession  of  all  the  ground  irom 
the  cOrn-field  on  your  right,  down  to  the  Antietam  bridge  road,  in- 
cluding the  eastern  suburbs  of  the  town  of  Sharpsburg.  All  the 
troops  defending  it  having  been  driven  back,  and  retired  to  the  rear  or 
through  the  town.  ^Under  this  state  offsets,  I  had  instantly  to  deter- 
mine eithei^to  retreat  or  fight.  A  retreat  would  have  left  Uie  town  of 
Sharpsburg  and  Geperal  Longstreet's  rear  open  to  the  enemy,  and 
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was  inadmissible.  I,  therefore,  with  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  enemy's 
numbers,  determined  to  give  him  battle,  and  immediately  and  rapidly 
formed  my  line  of  battle  in  the  road,  within  one  hundred  paces  of  the 
enemy's  lines.  While  forming  in  the  road,  Captain  Troupe,  my  aid, 
on  my  extreme  left,  rallied  a  portion  of  General  Kemper's  brigade 
who  were  retiring  Orom^e.field,  attached  it  to  my  line  of  battle,  and 
led  them  into  action  with  conspicuous  gallantry  and  skill. 

As  soon  as  possible,  I  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  columns,  who 
immediately  at^anced  in  good  order  upon  me,  until  he  approached 
within  sixty  or  eighty  paces,  when  the  effectiveness  of  the  fire 'threw 
his  columns  in  considerable  disorder,  upon  perceiving  which  I  im-* 
mediately  ordered  a  charge,  which  being  brilliantly  and  energ'^tically 
executed  by  my  whole  line,  the  enemy  broke  in  confusion  and  fled. 
Mcintosh's  battery  was  recaptared,  and  our  position  retaken,  within 
less  than  thirty  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  this  attack  upon 
him.  The  enemy  fled  in  confusion  towards  the  river  .and  bridge, 
making  two  or  three  efforts  to  rally,  which  were  soon  defeated  by  the 
vigoroas  charges  of  our  troops,  aided  by  Captain  Richardson's  battery, 
which  I  ordered  up  immediately  upon  the  recovery  of  the  heights,  and 
which,  with  its  accustomed  promptness  and  courage,  was  rapidly 
placed  in  position  and  action.  The  enemy,  to  cover  his  retreating 
columns,  brought  over  the  bi^dge  a  battery,  and  placed  it  in  position. 
I  ordered  Richardson's  battery  to  open  upon  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
ordered  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  Qeorgia  forward,,  who  pursued  the 
enemy  so  close  to  his  guns  as  to  bring  them  within  range  of  musketry;, 
which  compelled  his  battery,  after  a  few  shots,  to  join  his  flying 
infantry,  and  retreat  across  the  bridge.  I  desired  to  }Arsue  the 
enemy  across  the  river,  but  being  deficient  in  artillery  to  meet  his 
he.avy  batteries  on  the  other  side,  I  sent  my  aid.  Captain  Trcup,  to 
general  Lee,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  myself,  who  ordered  Cap- 
tain Squiers  to  report  to  me  immediately,  which  he  was  unable  to  do, 
*(from  not  receiving  the  order  in  time»)  until  nearly  night,  when  it 
was  too  late  to  risk  the  movement.  Therefore,  I  ordered  him  to  iiold 
himself  in  readiness  for  the  movement  in  the  morning,  if  the  action 
should  be  renewed.  I  then  determined  to  move  my  troops  upon  and 
occupy  the  position  held  by  me  on  the  river  at  the  beginning  of  the 
action ;  but  before  the  execution  of  this  purpose,  I  received  your  order 
to  change  my  position,  and  to  occupy  the  heights  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge  from  Sharpsburg,  on  the  left  of  your 
command,  which  order  was  immediately  executed,  and  the  troops 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  our  loss  in  this  ^ast  attack  was  unex-^ 
pectedly  small.  Such  was  the  heroic  vigor  and  rapidity  of  the  assault 
upon  the  enemy  he  was  panic  stricken,  and  hi«  fire  was  wKd  and 
'  comparatively  harmlesp.  Having  been  compelled  to  leave  my  com- 
mand before  official  returns  could  be  brought  in,  I  am  unable  to  state 
it  accurately.  Colonel  Benning  has  doubtless,  before  this  time, 
furnished  you  with  them.  Among  the  casualties  of  the  day  I  ha^  to* 
deplore  the  loss  of  two  commanders  of  regiments.  Colonel  Milligan,  « 
4f  the  fifteenth  Georgia,  who  greatly  distinguished /^imselfi  both  At 
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Manasflas  and  in  this  action  for  personal  gallant^f  and  efficiency  aa  a 
aoldier  and  field  officer^  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  in 
the  final  chilrge,  (and  nearly  its  close,)  which  swept  the  enemy  from 
this  part  of  the  field  of  battle.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  who  com<^ 
manded  the  second  Georgia  volunteers,  fell  near  the  ^ose  of  bis 
heroic  defence  of  the  passsge  of  the  Antie^l^  ;  and  it  is  due  to  him 
to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  he  has  not  left  m  the  armies  of  the  Be- 
pnblic  9  truer  oi^  braver  soldier,  and  I  have  never  known  a  cooler, 
more  efficient;  or  more  skillful  field  officer.  The  Conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  generally,  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg,  was  so  strongly  marked  with  the  noble  virtues  of  Uie 
patriot  soldier^  that  a  narration  of  this  day's  deeds  performed  by  them, 
however  simple  and  unadorned,  if  truthful,  would  seem  like  the  lan- 
guage of  extravagant  and  unmerited  eulogy.  The  reports  of  the 
regimental  commanders  will  bring  to  your  attention  the  meritorious 
conduct  of  officers  and  men,  which  it  might  not  have  been  my  good  for- 
tune to  witness ;  and  as  I  have  not  the  benefit  of  their  reports  before  me, 
I  shall  have  to  content  myself  with  bringing  to  your  attention  the  most 
conspicuous  cases  of  individual  merit  which  fell  under  my  persona) 
'observation.  Every  opportunity  for  conspicuous  gallantry  and  valua- 
ble services  which  presented  itself  seemed  to  be  eagerly  embraced  by 
those  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  fall^in  with  it.  Colonel  Benning 
stood  by  Jiis  brigade  on  the  Antietam,  guiding,  directing  and  anima- 
ting  his  officers  and  men,  with  distinguished  coolness,  courage  and 
Aill;  withdrew  them  from  that  perilous  condition  ;  again  led  them, 
with  equal  skill  and  courage,  in  the  final  conflict  with  the  enemy. 
He  deserts  the  special  consideration  of  the  Oovemment.  Colonel 
Gumming,  with  marked  gallantry  and  skill,  led  his  regiment  through- 
out the  day,  and  after  the  long  and  bloody  conflict  at-  the  bridge, 
brought  up  one  of  its  fraigments  to  the  last  charge,  and  was  among 
the  foremost  in  it.  Msjor  Harris,  of  the  second,  after  the  fall  of 
Colonel  Holmes,  though^  suffering  from  a  painful  wound,  stood  firmly' 
And  gallantly  by  his  command  during  the  whole  day.  Colonel  Ben- 
ning being  in  command  of  the  brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hodges  and  Major  Pickett  both  being  absent  from  severe  wounds 
received  by  them  in  former  battles.  Captain  McGregor  led  the  seven- 
teenth regiment  with  ability,  courage  and  skill.  Major  Little  led  his 
battalion  of  the  eleventh  Georgia  with  a  dashing  courage  and  success 
which  won  the  admiration  of  bis  comrades.  The  officers  and  men  of 
his  battalion  deserve  especial  mention  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct.  Captain  Richardson  and  his  officers  and  men,  of  the  com* 
pany  of  the  Washington  Artillery  attached  to  my  own  brigade,  were 
•conspicuous  throughout  the  day  for  courage  and  good  conduct 
-Captain  Richardson*  clung  to  the  infantry  amid  every  danger,  and, 
being  nobly  seconded  on  every  occasion  by  his  officers  and  men, 
largely  contributed  to  every  success.  During  the  whole  connection 
•of  this  battery  with  my  command,  its  officers  and  men  have  so  con- 
quoted  themselves  everywhere — on  the  march,  in  the  camp  and  on  the  • 
.  battle-field — as  to  meet  and  receive  my  special  approbation.  The 
dutiea  of  my  staff,  from  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  o)>eratio&e  of  my 
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«oHtimand»  imi  itB  distance  fromUio  main  body^  were  pecnliarlj  Acdi^ 
one  and  dangerous;  ^nd  I  am  mach  indebted  to  them  for  their  extra- 
ordinary efforts   on   that  occasion.     Every   difficaity   was  met   bj 
increased  energy  and  exertion,  and  every  increased  danger  with  a 
liigher  courage  and  devotion  to  d^ty.     Daring  the  combat  o%  the 
river,  they  were  all  constantly  engaged  in  arduous,  and  dangerous 
duties.     Tn  the  final  conflict.  Captain  Troup  was  on  the  left  of  my 
line.  Captain  DuBose  on  my  right,  Cadet  Lamar  accompanied  me 
pereonally,  and  Captain  Hill,  of  the  first  Georgia  regulars,  (assignedl 
to  me  for  special  duty,)  and  Lieutenant  Grant,  were  actively  executing 
my  orders  in  oarr^ing  orders  and  bringing  up  troops.     It  happened 
to  ny  aid.  Captain  J.  R.  Troup,  on  three  occasions  during  the  day, 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  ordinary  duties,  to  pass  troops  whicli 
had  broken  and  left  their  positions,  on  all  of  which  occasions  he  ral* 
lied  them  with  great  skill  and  energy,  succeeded  on  one  occasion  m 
leading  them  back  into  position,  and  on  another  inspired  them  with 
his  own  courage  and  enthusiasm,  and  led  them  successfully  in  the 
charge  on  the  enemy's  colamns.     Captain  Troup's  conduct  through** 
out  the  day  waa  conspicuous  for  ability  and  courage,  and  is  entitledi 
to    marked  and   special   approbation.     The   conduct   of  one  of  my 
couriers,  Mr.  Thomas   Paschal,  of  Cobb's  legion,  deserves   speciu 
mention  for  his  courage  and  fidelity  to  duty,  jander  (ftrcumstances  of 
peculiar  difficulties  and  danger. 

•     I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TOOMLBS. 
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REPORT    OF  BRIOADIER    GENERAL  GARNETT  OF  BAT- 
TLE  OF  BOONSBORO\ 

^  Camp  near  Culpeper  Court-House,  > 

November  6th,  1862.  J 

Major  A.  Coward, 

A.  A.  G,  to  Brigadier  Gentral  D.  B.  Jones : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  repqrt  of  tYkm 
part  taken  by  Pickett's  brigade,  of  General  D.  R.  Jones'  division,  whicJa 
I  commanded,  in  the  battle  of  Boonsboro : 

This  command,  consisting  of  the  eighth,  eighteenth,  mneteentli»» 
twenty-eighth  and  fifty-sixth  regiments  of  Virginia  volante6T8«  conR'- 
mnnded  respectively  by  Colonel  Hunton,  Major  Cabell,  Col.  Strang^ 
Captain  Wingfield  and  Colonel  Stuart,  left  the  neighborhood  of  Ha- 
gcr8towi>,  Maryland,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 4th  September  last,  and 
reached,  Boonsboro',  on  the  Hagerstown  and  Frederick  turnpike,  ia 
the  afternoon,  after  a  hot,  dusty  and  fatiguing  march  of  some  eighteen, 
miles. 

A  ehort  distance  beyond  the  villa/re,  KeiDpcr's,  Pickett's  and  Jeo- 
liins'  brigades  (the  latter  commanded  by  Colonel  Walker,)  in  the  or- 
der named,  were  moved  in  a  southerly  direction,  on  a  road  running 
perpendicular  to  the  pike.  Having  proceeded  over  a  mile,  these 
troops  were  (Jirccted  on  another  route,  parallel  to  th^  turnpike  leading 
towards  a  gap  in  the  South  Mountain,  further  south  than  that  through 
'which  the  Hagerstown  and  Frederick  road  run.  After  marching 
nearly  half  a  mile,  Kemper  filed  to  the  left  and  again  moved  in  Ui6 
direction  of  the  pike.  At  this  time  I  received  an  order,  by  Major 
Mayo,  of  General  Jones'  staff,  to  bring  my  troops  to' an  about-face, 
and  to  return  the  way  I  came,  until  I  reached  a  path  which  I  must 
take.  He  was  unable  to  give  me  any  information  respecting  the  path 
in  question,  but  said  he  would  go  forward  and  try  to  obtain  some.  I 
did  not,  however,  see  him  again.  I  followed  Jenkins'  brigade,  which 
was  now  in  front,  some  distance,  but  hearing  musketry  open  on  the 
zcountain,  I  took  what  I.  supposed  to  be  a  near  cut  in  the  direction 
where  I  presumed  I  was  wanted.  This  took  me  over  rough  and 
ploughed  ground  up  i\fQ  mountain  side  ;  I  at  length  found  an  old  aftd 
broken  road  along  which  General  Kemper  must  have  moved.  Here 
I  met  Captain  Hugh  Rose,  of  General  Jones'  staff,  who  had  orders 
for  me  to  return  to  the  turnpike.  When  I  got  back  to  this  road,  my 
troops  were  almost  exhausted ;  I  consequently  lost  the  services  of  » 
number  of  men  by  straggling.  After  a  short  rest  I  proceeded  up  the 
mountain,  and  having  gained  the  summit  on  the  main  road,  I  was  sent 
^y  a  narroW'Iane,  bearing  to  the  left,  to  a  higher  position.  A  portion 
of  this  route  was  commanded  by  several  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artiU 
lery,  which  opened  upon  my  column,  marching  by  the  flank,  as  soon 
as  it  came  in  sight,  which  they  were  Enabled  to  do  with  considerable 
accuracy,  as  they  had  previously  been  practising  on  other  troops 
Vfhich  had  preceded  mine.     Several  caaualties  occurred  from  tluis 
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catfM  whilst T  vas  approaebing  and  forming  mj  line  of  battle,  wbich 
I  did  by  filing  my  command  to  the  right  through  an  open  field.  My 
right  rested  in  a  thick  woods/ which  descended  quite  abruptly  in  front, 
and  my  left  in  a  fi^ld  of  standing  corn.  As  soon  as  my  troops  were  - 
formed,  I  sent  forward  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  ascejrtain  the  position 
of  the  enemy.  When  these  dispositions  had  been  completed,  which 
was  only  a  short  time  before  sunset,  I  received  an  order  from  Gene- 
ral Jones  to  detach  my  left  regiment  to  Kemper's  right,  (he  being  on 
my  left,)  and  to  withdraw  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to  a  wooded  ridge  a 
little  to  the  left  and  rear.  The  first  part  of  this  ofder  had  scarcely 
been  executed,  when  the  Federal  skirmishers  made  their  appeevrance, 
imoaediately  followed  by  their  main  body,  so  that  the  action  at  once 
became  general.  The  brigade  sustained,  for  some  time,  a  fi^^rco  at- 
tack of,  doubtless,  many  times  their  numbers.  It  has  been  subse- 
quently ascertained  that'Oeneral  M^Clellan^s  army,  consisting  of  at 
least  eighty  thousand  men,  assailed  pur  position,  only  defended  by 
General  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  a  part  of  General  Longstreet's 
corps.  The  left  was  the  first  to  fiall  back,  and  finally  the  right  was 
forced  to  retreat,  being  without  support.  Many  renewed  the  contest 
a  little  further  to  the  rear,  and  stoutly  disputed  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  it  had  now  become  so  dark  it  was  impossible  to  listin- 
guish  objects,  except  at  a  short  distance.  About  this  time^  two  regi- 
ments of  Jenkins'  brigade  came  up,  and  the  probable  position  of  the^ 
enemy  being -pointed  out,  they  advanced  to  the  attack  with  great  gal- 
lantry. Just  as  these  troops  moved  forward,  I  was  ordered  to  bring 
oiT  my  brigade,  which  I  did.  It  is  due  to  the  brigade  to  say,  that  it 
went  into  the  battle  of  Boonsboro'  under  many  serious  disadvantages. 
It  had  marched  (a  portion  of  the  time  rapidly)  between  twenty- two 
and  twenty-three  miles,  before  it  went  into  action  ;  much  oppressed 
by  heat  and  dust,  reached  its  position  a  short  time  before  sunset,  un- 
der a  disheartening  fire  of  artillery,  and  was  attacked  by  a  much  su- 
perior force  as  soon  as  it  was  formed  in  line  of  battle..  That  it  bravely 
discharged  its  duty,  is  fully  attested  by  the  number  of  casualties 
which  occurred  during  the  engagement.  I  had  been  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  brigade  only  a  few  days  before  the, battle  of  Boonsboro', 
and  therefore  was  personally  acquainted  with  only  a  few  of  the  offi- 
cers, save  the  regimental  commanders,  I  cannot,  therefore,  mention 
names,  but  can  only  say,  I  saw  several  in  connection  with  them,  both 
by  word  and  example,  encouraging  and  cheering  on  their  men 
in  the  hottest  of  the  fight.  For  furthe;  information  on  this  sub- 
ject you  are  referred  to  the  sub-reports  herewith  enclosed. 

Colonel  Stuart,  as  I  formerly  mentioned,  was  detached,  with  his 
regiment,  (the  fifty-sixth  Virginia,)  before  the  action  commenced; 
his  accompanying  official  report  will  show  the  part  taken  by  [lis  com- 
mand. Lieutenant  Mclntyre,  eighth  Virginia  volunteers,  A.  A.  A. 
G.  ;  Lieutenant  Elliott  Johnston  and  Lieutenant  A.  C.  Sorrell,  first 
Georgia  regulars,  acting  A.  D.  C,  composed  my  staif.  It  is  with 
much  pleasure  that  I  acknowledge  the  zeal,  Intelligence  and  bravery 
with  which  they  discharged  their  duties  p'ending  the  battle.* 

We  have  to  mourn,  in  this  action,  many  of  our  companions  as 
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kijlled  tnd  wounded^  who  go  to  swell  the  Iiat  of  noUe  rairtjm»  wb 
have  Buffered  in  our  jast  cau8€.  It  was  vxj  lot  to  be  acqaainted  witt 
hut  one  of  the  officers  who  fell  on  this  occasion^  Colonel  Jolra  £ 
Strange,  nineteenth  Virginia  volunteers.  His  tried  valor  on  other 
fields,  and  heroio  conduct  in  animating  his  men  to  advance  upon  thf 
enemy  with  his  latest  breath,  and  after  hehad  fallen,  mortally  wouxdeii 
will  secure  imperishable  honor  for  his  name  and  memory. 

I  herewith  furnish  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  have  th€ 
honor  to  state  that,  the  delay  and  imperfection  of  my  report  with  re- 
gard to  details  have  been  occasioned  by  my  being  relieved  from  ih? 
commands  of  Pickett's  brigade  before  the  reports  of  regimental  com- 
manders could  be  made  out,  and,  althoi^gh  I.appliedfor  them  some  weeki 
aince,  I  received  several  of  them  only  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GAJRNETT, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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PORT  OF  BEIGADIER  GENERAL   GARNET*  OP   BAT-- 
TLB  OF  SHARPSBURG.    . 

Gamp  near  Culpeper  Court  House,  Va.,  > 
Niyvember  7,  1863.      ( 

kjor  A.  Coward, 

-4,  A.  G,  to  Brigadier  General  JD.  R.  Jones  : 

Major  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
ttle  of  Sharpsburg  as  far  as  participated  in  by  my  command^  Pick* 
t's  brigade : 

Early  in  the  forenoon  of  the  17th  September,  1862,  these  troops, 
m^osed  of  the  eighth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  twenty-eighth  and 
ty-8ixth  Virginia  volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hunton,  Major 
kbell.  Lieutenant  Wm.  K.  Wood,  Captain  Wingfield  and  Captain 
icPhail,  were  ordered  to  the  southeastern  side  of  the  village  to  sup* 
3rt  several  batteries  of  the  Washington  artillery,  commanding  the 
isterly  and  southerly  approaches  to.  the  town.  As  far  as  practicable, 
le  command  was  sheltered  in  a  hollow  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery. 
or  some  four  or  five  hours  it  was  subjected  to  an  almost  uninter- 
ipted  fire  of  solid  shot,  shell  and  spherical  case,  by  which  a  number 
F  men  were  killed  and  wounded,  which  casualties  were  borne  by  the 
roops  with  remarkable  firmness  and  steadiness.  I  was  subsequently 
rdered  forward,  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  to  dislodge  the  enemy's 
kirmishers,  who  began  to  annoy  our  artillery  to  the  eastward.  Here 
re  were  more  exposed  to  the  Federal  artillery  than  in  our  former 
position,  and  suffered  considerably.  At  length,  for  some  cause 
inknown  to  me,  a  large  portion  of  the  pieces  were  withdrawn,  and  I 
Qoved  my  command  further  back  to  a  more  secure  place.  Having  * 
>een  here  a  short  time,  I  was  informed  that  a  portion  of  Colonel 
Stephen  D.  Lee's  battalion  had  taken  the  place  of  the  Washington 
artillery,  and  wished  some*  skirmishers  to  protect  his  pieces  from  the  > 
iharpshooters  of  the  enemy.  I  sent  forward  the  fifty-sixth  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  McPhail,  for  this  purpose.  Not  long 
^ter  I  learned  that  t)ie  enemy  had  crossed  the  Antietam,  a  stream 
in  our  front,  in  very  large  force,  and  was  moving  toward  the  point 
occupied  by  the  artillery.  I  again  moved  forward  my  force  and  took 
up  a  position  in  front  of  two  pieces  of  Colonel  Lee's  battalion  in  a 
corn-field,  with  space  enough  between  the  wings  for  th^m  to  be  used 
with  effect.  The  fifty-sixth  regiment,  which  was  in  front,  was  recalled 
and  rejoined  the  left  wing  of  the  main  body.  Soon  a  large  number 
of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  seen  to  our  left,  as  if  to  flank  us ; 
there  were  none  of  our  forces  in  sight  in  that  direction.  A  brisk  fire 
firom  the  left  checked  and  finally  caused  them  t9  retire.  Now  a  large 
force  made  its  appearance,  marching  to  the  front,  having  debouched  ^ 
from  the  wooods  on  the  banks  of  the  Antietam,  which  had  partially 
concealed  them,  at  the  same  time  heavy  bodies  were  observed  moving 
to  attack  our  troopa  eo  the  rights  eomposed  of  Drayton's  apd  a  por- 
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tion  of  Ecmper^B  brigade ;  I  moved  xny  command  some  distance  totlie 
front  in  the  standing  corn,  (as  many  of  my  gans  i^ere  short  range,' 
in  order  that  they  could  produce  more  effect,  and  opened  fire.  At 
this  time  I  do  not  think  my  effective  force  could  have  exceeded  two 
hundred  men,  yet  these,  -with  two  rifled  pieces,  most  gallantly  and 
skillfally  served,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Moody,  and  superin- 
tended by  Colonel  Lee,  checked  and  held  at  bay  a  force  of  the  eneicj 
many  times  our  number.  When  this  unequal  contest  had  lasted  over  j 
an  hour,  I  discovered  that  the  Federals  had  turned  our  extreme  right, 
which  began  to  give  way ;  and  a  number  of  the  Yankee  flags  appeared 
on  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  town  and  not  far  from  our  only  avenue  of 
escape.  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back,  deeming  it  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  surrounded  and  captured,  as  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  it  to  have  held  its  position  without  the  support  of  the 
troops  on  the  right.  There  being  some  delay  in  withdrawing  Moody^s 
section  of  artillery,  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  i  saw  Major  Cabell  halt 
and  face  his  men  abput  to  await  its  removal,  as  mentioned  in  his  offi- 
cial report.  The  main  street  of  the  town  was  commanded  by  the 
Federal  artillery,  my  troops  passed,  thcreforjs,  for  the  most  part,  to 
the  north  of  the  town,  along  thev cross  streets.  In  this  direction  I 
found  troops  scattered  in  squads  from  various  parts  of  the  army,  6o 
that  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  men  of  the  different  commands. 
Having  reached  the  rear  of  the  town,  and  learning  that  General  Toombs 
had  reinforced  our  right  just  after  it  was  driven  back,  and  restored 
the  fortunes  of  the  day  in  tha^  quarter,  I  gathered  as  many  (nen  as  I 
could  get  to  follow  me  from  among  the  dispersed  forces,  (which  did 
not  amount  to  a  large  number,  as  many  said  they  were  looking  foe 
propo>  commands,)  and,  accompanied  by  Captain  William  Berkley,  of 
ihe  eighth  Virginia  regiment,  and  Lieutenants  Mclntire  and  Sorrel, 
of  my  staff,  I  joined  General  Drayton's  command  south  of  the. vil- 
lage. I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  the  enemy  had  been  euccesefally 
repulsed,  only  a  few  skirmishers  remaining  in  sight,  which  were  being 
driven  back  by  our  troops  of  the  same  description. 

The  conduct  of  the  brigade  during  thid  most  trying  day,  under 
destructive  fires  from  artillery  and  musketry,  is  deserving  of  the* 
highest  commendation,  officers  and  men  generally  acting  with  the 
utmost  bravery  ond  coolness.  The  names  of  those  particularly  men- 
tioned by  regimental  commanders  will  be  found  in  their  reports,  here- 
with famished. 

My  staff,  Lieutenants  Mclntyre,  Johnston  (who  was  wounded  in 
the  fotot,  shortly  after  the  infantry  engagement  commenced,  and,  in 
conscqaence  of  which,  he  lost  his  leg)  and  Sorrel,  are  entHled  to 
my  thanks  for  meritorious  and  gallant  services  during  the  day. 

I  feel  it  a  duty,  and  grateful  to  my  feelings,  again  to  recur  to  the 
part  taken  by  Captain  Moody's  section  of  artillery.  It  is  partly  due 
to  the  brave  and  energetic  manner  with  which  it  was  handled  that 
the  infantry  were  enabled  to  hold  their  position,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
entitled  to  a  full  share  of  the  credit  for  whatever  success  attended  our 
efforts  on  that  part  of  the  field.  Colonel  Lee,  at  times  during  the 
action,  personally  assisted  at  his  pieces.    His  bravery  and  intrepidity 
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tio  battle  of  Sharpsburg  should  add  fresh  fame  to  the  high  repufca- 

i  be  has  already  won. 

Tk  this  battle,  as  in  former  ones,  we  are  oalled  on  to  deplore  the 

I  of  many  brave  spirits,  who  have  sealed  their  devotion  tp  the 

ithern  cause  with  their  life's  blood. 

Vlay  their  memories  ever  be  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  their  ooap- 

men !  •  ^ 

rbis  report  has  been  delayed  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  report 

tlie  battle  of  Booa8boro\     A. list  of  killed,  wounded,  &o.,  is  here* 

.b  furnished  as  far  as  could  be  obtained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GARNETT, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


♦     . 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  RIPLEY. 

Headquarters  Rfplet^s  Brigade,      > 

Camp  on  Opfquon  Creek,  September  21,  1868.  J 

• 
Mnjor  Arhcer  Andbeso^t, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Major  :  On  the  evening  of  September  13th,  I  receiTed  orders  from 
Major  General  D.  H.  Hill  to  march  with  my  brigade  and  take  a  posi- 
tion, with  it  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  on  the  eminence  immediately 
on  the  northeast  of  Boonsboro\  and  to  send  a  regiment,  at  daylight 
on  the  following  morning,  to  occupy  the  H(.mburg  pass.  This  was 
accomplished,  and  on  the  following  morning,  lit  an  early  honr,  Colonel 
Doles,  with  the  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  was  in  position  at  the  pass. 
At  about  nine  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  send  forward  my  artillery, 
and,  soon  after,  to  move  with  the  whole  force  to  the  main  pass  cast  of 
Boonsboro".  Upon  arriving,  I  was  ordered  to  follow  the  road  ]ea<iing 
to  Braddoc.k'B  Gap  and  place  myself  in  communication  with  Brigadier 
General  Anderson,  who  had  preceded  me  in  that  direction.     Upon 

*  coming  up^nd  communicating  with  that  officer,  it  was  arranged  that 
he  should  extend  along  tho  Braddock  road  and  make  room  for  the 
troops  of  my  command,  and  that  an  attack  should*  be  made  upon  the 
enemy,  then  occupying  the  heights  to  the  south.  While  taking  posi- 
ti'on  General  Hill  arrived,  and,  with  him.  Brigadier  GeSeral  Dray- 
ton's command.  General  Hill  directed  General  Anderson's  and  my 
command  to  extend  still  further  on  this  road,  making  room  for  General 
Drayton's  troops,  and  that  the  attack  should  be  made  as  soon  as  all 
were  In  position. 

General  Anderson's  and  my  own  brigade  got  into  position  on  the 
road,  and  General  Drayton's  command  was  rapidly  forming,  when  the 
action  commenced  by  the  enemy  attacking  him  in  force.  Thia  he  sus- 
tained for  some  time.  General  Anderson's  and  my  own  brigades  push- 
ing forward  through  dense  thickets  and  up  very  steep  acclivities  to 
outflank  the  enemy  and  come  in  to  General  Drayton's  suppcyL  •The 
natural  difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the  condition  of  the  troops  pre- 
vented these  movements  from  being  made -with  the  rapidity  which  ^ras 
desirable,  and  the  enemy  forced  his  ivay  to  the  Braddock  road  between 
Geneial  Drayton's  force  and  my  own,  and  sent  a  column  of  troops 
down  the  road  a^  if  to  cut  off  the  troops  forming  our  right.  In  this 
objeclftie  was  thwarted  by  two  pieces  of  artillery  belonging  to  Colonel 
Rosaer's  cavalry,  which  was  speedily  placed  in  position  a  short  dis- 
tance in  our  rear,  on  the  Braddock  iy)ad.  A  few  well  Qirected  shot 
and  shell  drove  the  enemy  up  the  hill,  leaving  the  road  in  our  pos- 
session^ Meantime,  General  Anderson  had  extended  to  the  right  and 
came  up  with  the  enemy,  with  whom  he  had  a  short  engagement.  Mj 
own  brigade  had  pressed  up  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  crest  of 
the  heights  and  hsld  itd  position,  ander  a  noisy  but  comparativelj 

*  harmless  fire;  but,  Andenoa's  brigade  hating  extended  far  to    the 
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ri^ty  it  w«f ,  for  ih»  time,  misapportad  by  any  oAer  troop«.  fkKm 
after.  Brigadier  General  Hood's  command  came  from  the  main  p'lss  and, 
forming  npon  my  left,  the  tro<^  pressed  ap  the  road/driving  the  ene- 
my before  them,  until  they  oeeopied  their  first  position,  and  darkness 
put  an  end  to  the  iterations. .  I  found,  soon  afterwards,  that  General 
Anderson's  command  bad  been  withdrawn,  at  night-fall,  from  the 
heights  to  the  Braddoc^  road.  Orders  were  received  from  M^ftr  Gene- 
ral Longstreet  to  renew  the  attack  as  early  as  practicable,  and  arrange* 
ments  were  in  progress  when  farther  orders  were  reeeired  to  move  back 
to  the  main  road  and  follow  the  army.  The  movement  was  made  with- 
out eonfasion,  and,  upon  coming  on  the  road  near  Boonsboro',  the 
rente  was  taken  following  the  main  army  to  Sharpsburg. 

Upon  arriving  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Antietam  river,  on  th^  15th, 
under  orders  from  Major  General  Longstreet,  daring  the  temporary 
absence  of  the  division  commander,  I  posted  my  own,  Anderson's  and 
McRae's  brigades  on  the  heights  overlooking  the  river,  with  the  right 
resting  on  the  road  from  Boonsboro'  to  Sharpsburg, .facing  the  river. 
The  troops  bivouacked  during  the  remainder  of  the  1 5th  and  the  1 6th 
in  this  position.*  -  ^     .      . 

On  the  merging  of  the  16th,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  in 
force  in  oar  front,  and^  from  about  nine  o'clock  until  nightfall,  we 
were  subjected  to  annoying  artillery  fire.  During  the  evening  I  re» 
ceive<l  orders  to  move  my  brigade  to  the  left  of  our  division,  and  take  ^ 
up  a  position  to  cover  a  road  leading  from  our  left  to  tno  turnpike  . 
leading  from  Sharpsburg  to  Hagerstown,  and  in  support  of  certain 
batteries  of  artill'^rv  in^our  vicinity.  The  troops.rested  on  their  arms 
daring  the  night  of  the*  16th. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  .skirmisheis  of  Colonel 
Walker's  biugade,  of  Jackson's  corj^s,  immediately  on  my  left,  became 
engaged,. and  the  enemy,  from  his  batteries  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  Antietam,  opened  a  severe  enfilading  fire  on  the  troops  of  my 
command,  the  position  which  we  had  been  ordered  to  occupy  being  in 
full  view  of  nearly  ail  of  his  batteries.  This  fire  inflicted  severe  loss 
before  the  .troops  were  called  into  positive  action,  the  men  layirg  under 
it  without  flinching  for  over  an  hour,^while  the  enemy  plied  hi?  guns 
unceasingly.  Daring  this  while  a  set  of  farm  buildings  in  our  front 
were  set  on  fire  to  prevent  their  being  made  use  of  by  the  eneiiy.  At 
about  eight  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  clcse  in  to  my  left  and  ad- 
vance. The  troops  sprung  to  their  arms  with  alacrity  and  moved 
forward  through  the  burning  buildings  in  our  front,  ^reformed  on  the 
further  side,  and  opened  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy.  While  engaged 
in  reforming  the  brigade  I  received 'a  shot  in  the  neck,  which  disabled 
me,  and  the  troops  moved  forward  under  command  of  Colonel  Doles, 
of  the  fourth  Georgia  regiment.  After  an  absence  of  an  hour  and  a 
half,  I  returned  to  the  field,  with  such  force  as  I  could  colteot  from 
detachments,  and  found  my  brigade  relieved  and  in  position  to  the 
west  of  Sharpsburg,  I  remaindi  with  it  until  the  afternoon,  whea» 
finding  myself  faint  and  ez)iausted,  I  relinquished  the  oomuand  to 
Colonel  Doles^^  whose  r«^port  I  must  refer  for  the  opera^pns  of  the 
brigade  irhile  under  hi^  epinmand. 
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I  noticed  the  gallant  and  efficient  oendnct  of  oiSeers  and  in«, 
which,  in  many  inatances,  was  admirable,  especially  in  conBidera%toa 
of  the  hardships  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  many  having  been 
without  food  for  twenty-fonr  and  some  for  forty -eight  hours. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments.  Colonel  ]3oles,  of  the  fourth 
Georgia ;  Colonel  DeRosset,  of  the  third  North  Carolina,  (severely 
woundedK})  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  of  the,  first  North  Carolina, 
and  Captain  Key,  of  the  forty- fourth  Georgia,  all  led  their  troops 
gallantly.  They  were  ably  seconded  by  their  respective  field  officer?, 
and  I  concur  in  the  remarks  of  the  regimental  commanders  concern- 
ing their  various  officers.  i 

Captain  B.  H.  Read  and  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Rogers,  acting  on  my 
staff,  rendered,  throughout  the  operations,  valuable  s^nd  efficient  ser- 
vice. Captain  Read  remained  on  the  field  after  I  had  been  disabled. 
Lieutenant  Rogers  was  severely  wounded  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties. 

The  return  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  will  be  forwarded  with 
the  report  of  Colonel  Doles,  upon  whom  the  command  of  the  brigade 
will  devolve  during  my  absence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obd*t  serv't, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 
*  '  Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT    OF    COLONEL    COLQUITT,  COMMANDING   BRL 
GADE,  OP  BATTLE  OF  SOUTH  MOUNTAIN. 

Brigads  Headquarters,      > 
Nmr  Bunker  BUI,  Va.^  October  13,  18«2.  $ 
Major  'J.  W.  Ratchpord,  A,  A,  G.  : 

Sir  :  Herewith,  I  submit  a  report  of  the  action  of  ray  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  September  Nth.     On  the  night  of  Sep- 
tember iSiUIleftthe  camp   of   the  diviaion,  with   the    brigade  and 
Captain  Lane^s  b  ittery,  ^vith  instructions  to  occupy  the  commanding 
points  at  Boonville,  four  miles  to  the  rear.     The  march,  and  the  una- 
voidable delay  in  selecting  positions  in   the  dark,  consumed  most  of 
the  night.     Early  the   next  morning  General  Hill  arrived.     While 
engaged  in  making  a   reconnoissance,  he  received  information  that 
General  Stuart,  commanding  the  cavalry   in  rear,  stood  in  need  of 
support.     I  was  ordered  to  move  at  once,  with  my  brigade  and  the 
battery  of  artillery.     Proceeding  along  the  turnpike  two  and-a-half 
or  three  miles,  I  reached   the   summit  of  South  Mountain,  and  dis- 
covered the  enemy's  cavalry   advancing  and  ours  gradually  giving 
tack.     I  reported  my  arrival  to  General  Stuart,  and  consulted  with 
him  as  to  the  best  disposition  of  the  forces.     Two  pieces  of  artillery 
were  ordered  to  the  front,  to  a  position  commanding   tho   tarnpika 
leading  down  the  valley.     The -continued  advance  of  the  enemy  ren- 
dered the  execution  of  the  order  impracticable.     They  were  thrown 
rapidly  into  position  at  the  most  available  points,  and  the  infantry 
disposed  upon  the  right  and  left  of  the  road.     The  enemy  made  no 
further  ciTorts  to  advance,  and,  at  dark,  withdrew  from  my  immediate 
front.     To  the  right  and  left  of  the  turnpike,  a  mile  distant  on  either 
aide,  were  practicable  roads  leading  over  the  mountain,  and  connect- 
ing a  cross-road  along  the  ridge  with  the  titrnpike.     Upon  each  of 
these  roads  I  threw  out  strong  infantry  pickets,  the  cavalry  being 
withdrawn,  and  my  main  body  was  retired  to  the  rear  of  the  crosa^ 
road,  leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  front.     Early  next  morning  my 
pickets  were  called   in,  being   relieved   by  other  forces  which  had 
arrived  daring  the  night,  and  my  brigade  advanced  to  the  position  it 
occupied  the  day  previous.     Upon  the  right  of  the  road  across  the 
Tallej,  and  upon  the  hillside,  three  regiments  were  placed,  wi^(h  in- 
structions to  connect  with  General  Garland's  line  on  the  rightt*    The 
force  was  insufficient  to  reach  that  distv^ce,  and  there  was  a  Mp  lefk 
of  three  or  four  hundred  yards  between  the  two  brigades.     The  re- 
maining  regiments   of   my  brigade,   to-wit:  the   twenty-third   and 
twenty-eighth  Georgia,  were  put  in  position  on  the  l^ft  of  the  turn- 
pike, under  cover  of  a  stone  fence  and  a  channel  worn  by  water  down 
the  mountain  side.     The  first  attack  of  the  enemy  was  made  upon  the 
extreme  right  of  my  line,  as  with   the   view  to  pass  in  the  opening 
between  Garland's  and  my  command.     This  was  met  and  repulsed  by. 
a  small  body  of  skirmishers  and  a  few  companies  of  the  sixth  Georgia. 
At  four  o'cloc]^,  in  the  afternoon,  a  large  force  hadvbeen  concentrated 
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in  my  front  and  vaa  moring  np  tbe  vallej,  along  esefc  aide  of  Ae 
turnpike.  I  informed  General  Hill  of  the  movement^  and  asked  for 
supportB.  Being  pressed  at  other  pointa,  be  had  none  to  give  me. 
The  enemy  advanced  elowly,  but  steadily*  preceded  by  skirmishers. 
Upon  tbe  right  of  the  road,  four  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  my 
line,  there  was  a  thick  growth  of  woods,  with  fields  opening  in  front 
and  around  them.     In  these  I  had  concealed' four  companies  ef  skir^ 

^mishers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Arnold.  As  the  enemy 
advanced,  the  skirmishers  poured  upon  his  flank  a  sudden  and  unex- 
pected fire,  which  caused  the  troops  on  this  part  of  his  line  to  give 
back  in  confusion.  They  were  subsequently  rallied  and  tfarown  to 
the  right,  strengthening  the  attack  to  be  made  upon  my  left.  Two 
regiments  here  were  to  meet  at  least  five,  perhaps  ten  times,  tbeir 
numbers.  Nobly  did  they  do  it.  Confident  in  their  superior  num- 
bers, the  enemy's  forces  advanced  to  a  short  distance  of  our  lines^ 
when,  raising  a  shout,  they  came  to  a  charge.  As  they  came  full  into 
view  upon  the  rising  ground,  forty  paces  distant,  they  were  met  by  a 
terrific  volley  of  musketry  from  the  stone  fence  and  hillside.     This 

.gave  a  sudden  check  to  their  advance.  They  rallied  under  cover  of 
the  uneven  ground,  and  the  fight  opened  in  earnest.  They  made  still 
another  effort  to  advance,  but  were  kept  back  by  the  steady  fire  of 
our  men.  The  fight  continued,  with  fury,  until  after  dark.  Not  an 
inch  of  ground  was  yielded ;  the  ammunition  of  many  of  tbe  men 
was  exhausted,  but  they  stood  with  bayonets  fixed. 

I  am  proud  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  for  their  noble 
conduct  on  this  day.  Especial  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  Barclay,  of 
the  twenty-third  Georgia,  and  Major  Qraybill,  twenty-eighth  Georgia, 
who,  with  their  regiments,  met  and  defeated  the  fiercest  assaults  of 
the  enemy.  My  thanks  are  due  Lieutenants  Jordan  and  Giattan,  of 
my  stafiT,  for  their  assistance  this  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  H.  COLQUITT, 

CiAmtl  commanding  BrigiA. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


ilEPGRT  OF    COLONEL    COLQUITT,  COMMANDING   BRL 
.        GADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

Brigade  Headquarters,      > 
Near  Bunker  EiU,  Va.,  October  13,  1862.  J 

Major  Satciiford,  A.  A.  6. ; 

Sir  :  I  giye  yoa  below  an  aeoount  of  the  part  taken  by  tbis  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  September  17th : 

About  eeven  oVlpck,  in  the  morning,  my  brigade  entered  the  fight. 
It  was  moved  to  the  front  and  formed  on  the  right  of  General  Ripley's 
brigade, 'which  was  theti  engaged.     After  a  few  rounds  had  been  dis- 
charged, I  ordered  an  advance,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  word  to  the 
regiments  on  my  left  to  advance  simnltaneously.     The  order  was  re- 
sponded to  with  spirit  by  my  men,  and,  with  a  shout,  they  moved' 
through  the  corn-field  in  front,  two  hundred  yards  wide,  and  formed, 
on  the  line  of  fence.     The  enemy  was  near  and  in  full  view.     In  a 
moment  or  two  his  ranks  began  to  break  before  our  fire,  and  the  line* 
soon  disappeared  under  the  crest  of  the  hill  upon  which  it  had  been 
established.     It  was  soon  replaced  by  another,  and  the  fire  openedi 
with  renewed  vigor.     In  the  meantime.  Garland's  brigade,  which  had) 
been  ordered  to  my  right,  had  given  way  and  the  enemy  were  ad- 
Tancing,  unchecked.     The  regiments  upon  mj  left  having  also  failed< 
to  advance,  we  were  exposed  to  a  fi^e  from  all  sides  and  nearly  sur« 
rounded.     I  sent  in  haste  to  the  rear  for  reinforcements,  and  oommu- 
xiieated  to  General  Hill  the  Aiposed  condition  of  my  meii.     With- 
steady  supports  upon  the  right,  we  could  yet  maintain  our  position. 
The  supports  were  not  at  hand,  and  could  not  reach  us  in  time.     The* 
enemy  closed  in  upon  the  right  so  near  that  our  ranks  were  scarcely 
disliiigniahable.     At  the  same  time,  his  line  in  front  advanced.     My/ 
men  stood  firm  until  every  field  officer  but  one  had  fallen,  and  thetf. 
made  the  best  of  their  way  out.     In  this  sharp  and  unequal  conflict,. , 
I  lost  many  of  my  best  officers  and  one-half  of  the  men  in  the  ranks.. 
If  the,  brigades  upon  the  right  and  left  had  advanced,  we  should  have 
driven  the  enemy  from  the  field.     He  had  at  one  time  broken  in  our 
front,  but  we  had  not  strength  to  push  the  advantage.    Colonel  Smith,, 
of  the  twenty-seventh  Georgia,  Colonel  Barclay,  of  the  twenty-third  • 
Georgia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Newton,  commanding  the  sixth 
Georgia,  fell  at  the  head  of  their  regiments.     Their  loss  is  irrepara- 
ble.    Upon  every  battle-field  they  had  distinguished  themselves  forr 
coolnets  and  gallantry.     Colonel  Fry,  of  the  thirteenth  Alabama^, 
and  Captain  Garrison,  oommaiiding  twenty-eighth  Georgia,  were  se-* 
Terely  wovnded.    Bnbseqnent  to  the  action  of  the  forenoon,  portionfl^i 
of  my  brigade  encountered  the  epemy  in  two  desultory  engagements^, 
in  whidi  they  stood  before  superior  numbers  and  gave  a  check  to  their^ 
advaaee.    In  one  of  these,  a  small  party  were  placed  under  the« 
f  pmmaod  of  lientenant  Oolpnel  Belte  and  directed  to  deploy  as  s)dr* 
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mifihers  along  the  crest  of  a  hill  npoD  which  the  enemy  was  adrac- 
cing.  They  did  so,  with  good  effect,  keeping  back  a  large  force  by 
their  annoying  fire  and  the  apprehension,  excited  by  their  boldaeas, 
that  they  were  supported  by  a  line  in  rear.  During  the  engagement 
of  this  day,  I  had  the  misfortnne  to  lose  my  acting  assistant  adjutant 
general.  Lieutenant  R.  P.  Jordan.  He  fell  while  gallantly  dashing 
towards  the  enemy^s  line.  I  have  not  known  a  more  aetive,  efficient 
and  fearless  ofiScer.  Lieutenant  Grattan,  my  aid-de'-camp,  was  con- 
spicuously bold  in  the  midst  of  danger  and  untiring  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  here  mention  the  names  of  all, 
dead  and  living,  who  are  entitled  to  a  tribute  at  my  hands. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  COLQUITT, 
Cobmel  commanding  Brigade, 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  R.  E.  R0DE8. 

Headquarters  Rodes'  BRioADEf^ 


Headquarters  Rodes'  BRioADEf^      > 
Wrig/ies  Ifarm,  Va.,  October  13,  1862.  | 


Major  J.  W.  Ratchford, 

A.  A.  G,  to  Major  General  D.  H.  HilTs  Division  : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  report  the  operations  of  this 
brigade  daring  the  actions  o^^tbe  14th  and  17th  September,  in  Mary^ 
land. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Hth,  my  brigade  relieved  Anderson's  about 
&  half  mile  west  of  Boonsboro'.  Towards  noon  it  was  ordered  to  follow 
Ripley's  brigade  to  the  top  of  the  Soath  Mountain.  Overtaking  Rip- 
ley's brigade  on  th^  mountain  it  was  halted,  and  I  immediately  re* 
ported  to  Major  General  Hill.  After  looking  over  the  field  of  battle^ 
I  ii^as  ordered  by  Major  General  Hill  to  take  position  on  the  ridge 
immediately  to  the  left  of  the  gap  through  which  the  main  road  runs. 
Ecmaining  there  for  three-fourths  of  an  hour,  part  of  the  time  under 
artillery  fire,  and  throwing  out  scouts  and  skirmishers  to  the  left  and 
fronty  l«was  then  ordered  to  occupy  another  bare  hill  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  still  further  to  the  left.  The  whole  brigade  was 
moved  to  that  hill,  crossing,  in  doing  so,  a  deep  gorge  which  separated 
the  hills.  This  movement  left  a  wide  inter^  between  the  right  of 
my  brigade^  which,  in  its  last  position,  rested  in  the  gorge,  and  the 
balance  of  the  division,  which  bdtng  reported  to  General  Hill,  together 
v^ith  the  fact  that  no  troops  supported  the  battery  on  the  first  men- 
tioned ridffOy  by  his  order,  I  sent  back  one  of  my  regiments  (the 
twelfth  Alaoama)  to  support  the  battery. 

By  this  time  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  was  pretty  well  developed, 
and  in  full  view.  It  became  evident  that  he. intended  to  attack  with  a 
line  covering  both  ridges  and  the  gorge  before  mentioned,  and  extend- 
ing some  half  &  mile  to  my  left.  I  had,  immediately  after  my  arrival 
on  the  extreme  left,  discovered  that  the  hill  there  was  accessible  to 
artillery,  and  that  a  good  road  passing  by  the  left  of  said  hill  from  the 
enemy's  line  continued  immediately  in  my  rear,  and  entered  the  main 
road  about  a  half  mile  west  of  the  gap.  Under  these  circumstances^ 
I  sent  for  artillery  and  determined  upon  the  only  plan  by  which  the 
enemy  could  be  prevented  from  immediately  obtaining  possession  of 
said  road,  and  thus  marching  entirely  in  our  rear  without  diflScuIty^ 
and  that  was  to  extend  my  line  as  far  as  I  could  to  the  left,  to  let  the 
right  rest  in  the  gorge  still,  and  to  send  to  my  superiors  for  reinforce- 
ments to  continue  the  line  from  my  right  to  the  gap  on  the  main  road^ 
an  interval  ot  three  quarters  of  a  mile  at  least.  Having  thrown  out 
skirmishers  along  the  whole  front  and  to  the  left,  they  very  soon  be- 
came engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  This  was  about  three, 
P.  M*,  and  it  was  perfectly  evident  then  that  my  force  of  about  twevle 
hundred  muskets  was  opposed  to  one  which  outflanked  mine  on  leither 
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mde,  by  at  least  half  a  mile.  I  tiiought  the  enemy^e  force  oppesed  to 
my  brigade,  was  at  least  a  diyision.  In  a  short  time  the  firing  beeame 
steady  along  the  whole  line,  the  enemy  adraneing  yery  slowly,  the 
danger  of  his  possessing  the  top  of  the  left  hill  and  thus  being  in  my 
rear,  beeame  so  imminent,  that  I  had  to  cause  my  left  regiment  (the 
sixth  Alabama,  under  Colonel  6o|don,)  to  move  along  the  brow  of  the 
hill  under  fire,  still  further  to  the*eft.  He  did  so  in  good  style,  and 
haying  a  fair  opportunity  to  do  so  with  advantage,  charged  and  drove 
the  enemy  back  a  short  distance.  By  this  time  the  enemy,  though 
met  gallantly  by  all  of  the  regiments  with  me,  had  penetrated  between 
them  and  had  begun  to  swing  their  extreme  right  around  towards  my 
rear,  making  for  the  head  of  the  gorgdp^up  the  bottom  and  sides  of 
which  the  whole  of  my  force,  except  the  sixth  Alabama,  had  to  retreat, 
if  at^all.  I  renewed  again  and  yet  again  my  application  for  reinforce- 
ments; but  none  came.  Some  artillery,  under  Captain  Carter,  who* 
was  moving  up  without  orders,  and  some  of  Colonel  Gutts',  under  a 
gallant  lieutenant,  whose  name  I  do  not  new  recoUect,  was  reported 
by  the  last  named  ofiScer  to  be  on  its  way  to  my  relief;  but  at  this 
time  the  enemy  had  obtained  possession  of  the  summit  of  the  left  hill 
before  spoken  of,  and  had  command  of  the  road  in  rear  of  the  main 
mountain,  the  artillery  could  only  have  been  used  by  being  hauled  up 
OQ  the  high  peaks,  which  arose  upon  the  summit  of  the  ridge  just  at 
the  head  of  the  gorge  before  mentioned.  This  they  had  not^time  to 
do,  and  hence  I  ordered  it  back.  Just  before  this,  I  heard  that  some 
Confederate  troops  had  joined  my  right  very  nearly. 

Finding  that  the  enetiy  were  forcing  my  right  back,  and  that  the 
only  chance  to  continue  the  fight  was  to  change  my  front  so  as  to 
face  to  the  left,  I  ordered  all  the  regiments  to  fall  back  up  the  gorgo 
and  sides  of  the  mountain,  fighting,  the  whole  concentrating  around 
the  high  peak  before  mentioned.  This  enabled,  me  to  face  the  enemyHi 
right  again,  and  to  make  another  short  stand  with  Gordon's  excellent 
regiment,  which  he  had  kept  constantly  in  hand,  and  had  handled  in 
a  manner  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  equalled  during  this  war,  and 
with  the  remainders  of  the  fifth,  third  and  twelfth  Alabama  regiments, 
I  found  the  twelfth  had  been  relieved  by  other  troops*  and  closed  in 
towards  my  right ;  but  had  passed  in  rear  of  the  original  line  so  far 
ihat,  upon  re-establishing  the  line  on  the  main  peak,  I  found  that 
the  third  Alabama  came  up  on  its  right.  The  twenty-sixth  Ala- 
}»ama,  which  had  been  placed  on  my  right,  was  by  this  time 
•completely  demoralised;  its  colonel  (O'Neal)  was  wounded,  and 
the  men  mingled  in  utter  confusion  with  some  South  Carolina  strag- 
:gler6,  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  who  stated  that  their  brigade  had  been 
compelled  to  give  way,  and  had  retired.  Notwithstanding  this,  if 
•true,  left  my  rear  entirely  exposed  again,  I  had  no  time  or  means  to 
•examine  the  worth  of  their  statement.  I  determined  in  accordance 
^ith  the  orders  I  received  about  this  time,  in  reply  to  my  last  request 
€or  reinforcements,  to  fight  on  on  the  new  front. 

My  loss  up  to  this  time  had  been  heavy  in  all  the  regiments  except 
the  twelfth  Alabama.  The  fifth  Alabama,  which  had  occupied  the  left 
<«entre,  got  separated  into  two  parts  in  endeayoriag  t(rfp|low|  np  the 
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flanlc  marement  of  Gordon's  regiment,  both  parts  beeame  engaged- 
&galn  before  they  could  rejoiQ,  and  the  right  battalion  was  finally  cat 
off  entirely,  the  left  and  smaller  battalion,  under  Major  Hobson's 
gallant  itianagement,  though  flanked,  wheeled  against  the  flacking 
party  and,  by  desperate  fighting,  silenced  the  enemy  so  far  as  to  enable, 
his  little  command  to  make  its  way  lo  the  peak  before  mentioned.  In 
xlie  first  attack  of  the  enemy  up  thr  bottom  of  the  gorge,  they  pushed 
on  BO  vigorously  as  to  catch  Captain  Ready  and^  portion  of  his  party 
of  skirmishers,  and  separate  the  third  from  the  fifth  Alabama  regiment. 
The  third  made  a  most  gallant  resistance  at  this  point,  and  had  my  line 
been  a  <;ontinuous  one,  it  could  never  ha\^  been  forced. 

Having  re-established  m^^ine,  though  still  with  wide  intervals, 
necessarily,  on  the  high  peak,  (this  was  done  under  constant  fire  and 
in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  now  in  full  possession  of  the  extreme  left 
bill  and  of  the  gorge,)  the  fight  at  close  quarters  was  resumed,  and 
again  accompanied  by  the  enemy's  throwing  their,  by  this  time  ap- 
parently interminable  right,  around  towards  my  rear.     In  this  posi- 
tioa  the  sixth  Alabama  and  the  twelfth  suffered  pretty  severely  ;  the 
latter,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  third  Alabama,  which  had 
been  well  handled  by  Colonel  Battle,  was  forced  to  retire,  and  in  so 
doing  lost  heavily ;  its  colonel  (Gayle)  was  seen  to  fall  and  its  lieu- 
tenant colonel  (Pickens)  was  shot  throgh  the  lungs.  The  former  waa 
left  on  the  field,  supposed  to  be  dead ;  Pickens  was  brought  off.     Gor- 
don's regiment  retired  slowly,  now  being  under  an  enfilading  as  well 
as  direct  fire,  and  in  danger  of  being  surrounded ;  but  was  still,  fortu- 
nately for  the  whole  command,  held  together  by  its  able  commander. 
After  this  I  could  meet  the  enemy  with  no  organized  force,  except 
Gordon's  regiment;  one  more  desperate  stand  was  made  by  it  from  an 
advantageous  position.     The  enemy  by  this  time  were  nearly  on  top 
<^  the  highest  peak,  and. were  pushing  on  when  Gordon's  regiment, 
tinezpectedly  to  them,  opened  fire  on  their  front  and  checked  them. 
This  last  stand  was  so  disastrous  to  the  enemy  that  it  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  stragglers  even,  many  of  whom  Colonel  Battle  and  I 
had  been  endeavoring  to  organize,  and  who  were  just  then  on  the 
flank  of  that  portion  of  the  enemy  engaged  with  Gordon,  and  for  a 
few  minutes,  they  kept  up  a  brisk  enfilading  firo  upoi^  the  enemy;  but 
finding  his  fire  turning  fronv  Gordon's  upon  them,  and  that  another 
body  of  Federal  troops  were  advancing  upon  them,  they  speedily  fell 
back* 

It  was  now  so  dark  that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  objects  >t 
short  musket  range,  and  both  parties  ceased  firing.  Directing  Colonel 
Gordon  to  move  his  regiment  to  his  right  and  to  the  rear  so  as  to  cover 
the  gap,  I  endeavored  to  gather  up  stragglers  from  the  other  regiments. 
Colonel  Battle  still  held  together  a  handful  of  his  men.  These,  to« 
gether  with  the  remnant  of  the  twelfth,  fifth  and  twenty-sixth  Ala- 
bama regiments,  were  assembled  at  the  gap,  and  were  speedily  placed 
along  side  of  Gordon's. regiment,  which  by  this  time  had  arrived  in  the 
road  ascending  the  mountain  from  the  gap,  forming  a  line  on  the  edge 
of  the  woods  parallel  to,  and  about  two  hundred  yards  from,  the  main 
road.    The  enemy  did  not  advance  beyond  the  top  of  the^mountain ; 
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but  to  be  prepared  for  them, *8kirmishers  vere  thrown  out  in  front  of 
the  line.  This  position  we  held  until  about,  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  take  the  Skarpsbarg  road,  and  to  stop  at 
Keedarsville,  which  we  did.  We  had  rested  about  an  hour,  when  I 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Sharpsburg  with  all  the  force  under  my  com- 
mandy  Colquitt's  brigade  and  miofc,  to  drive  out  a  Federal  cavalry 
force  reported  to  be  there.  On  the  way  Colonel  Chilton,  chief  of 
General  Lee's  staff,  tBi^t  me  with  contrary  orders,  which  required  me 
to  send  only  a  part  of  my  force.  The  fifth  and  sixth  Alabama  were 
sent.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  we  received  orders  form  General 
Longstreet  to  go  ahead,  ana  did  so.     E^nd  no  cavalry. 

In  this  engagement  my  loss  was  W  follows:  killed,  sixty-one  ; 
wounded,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ;  missing,  two  hundred  and 
four;  total,  four  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

The  men  and  officers  generally  behaved  well ;  but  Colonel  Gordon, 
sixth  Alabama,  Major  Ilobson,  fifth  Alabama,  and  Colonel  Battle, 
third  Alabama,  deserve  especial  mention  for  admirable  conduct  dur- 
ing the  whole  fight.  We  did  not  drive  the  enemy  back,  or  whip  him, 
but  with  twelve  hundred  men  we  held  his  whole  division  at  bay,  with- 
out assistance,  during  four  hours  and  a  half  steady  fighting,  losing 
in  that  time  net  over  a  ha^f  a  mile  of  ground.  I  was  most  ably  and 
bravely  served  during  the  whole  day  by  Captains  Whiting  and  Pey- 
ton, and  Lientonant  John  Bcrney,  who  composed  my  staff. 

On  the  lat!i,  after  resting  on  the  heights  south  of  Sharpsburg  long 
enough  to  get  a  scanty  meal  and  to  gather  stragglers,  we  moved  back 
through  that  place  to  the  advanced  position  in  the  centre  of  the  line  of 
battle  before  the  town.  Here,  subsisting  on  green  corn,  mainly,  and 
under  an  occasional  artillery  fire,  we  lay  until  the  morning  of  the 
17th  September,  when  began  the  engagement  of  that  day. 

The  fight  opened  early  on  tho  left,  but  my  brigade  was  not  enjragetf 
until,  late  in  the  forenoon.  About  nine  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to 
move  to  the  left  ai.d  front,  to  assist  Ripley,  Colquitt  andMcRae,  who 
had  already  engaged  the  enemy,  and  I  had  hardly  begun  the  move- 
ment before  it  was  evident  that  the  two  latter  had  met  with  a  reverse^ 
and  that  the  best  service  I  oouli  render  them  and  the  field  generally^ 
would  be  to  form  a  line  in  rear  of  them,  and  endeavor  to  rally  them 
before  attacking  or  being  attacked.  Mbj#*  General  Hill  held  the  same  ' 
view,  for  at  this  moment  I  received  an  order  from  him  to  halt  and  to 
form  line  of  battle  in  the  hollow  of  an  old  and  narrow  road,  just  be- 
yond the  orchard,  and  with  my  left  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  and  east  of  the  Hugerstown  road.  In  a  short  time  a  small  por- 
tion of  Colquitt's  brigade  formed  on  my  left,  and  I  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  it.  This  brought  my  left  to  the  Hagerstown  road.  General 
Anderson's  brigade,  occupying  the  same  road,  had  closed  up  on  my 
right.  A  short  time  after  my  brigade  assumed  its  new  position,  an^ 
whilst  the  men  were  busy  improving  their  position  by  piling  rails 
along  their  front,  the  enemy  deployed  in  our  front  in  three  beautiful 
lines,  all  vastly  outstretching  ours,  and  oommenced  to  advance  stead* 
ily.  Unfortunately,  no  artillery  opposed  them  in  their  advance. 
Carter'8  battery  bad  been  sent  to  take  position  in  rear,  by  me  when  I 
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'abandoned  my  first  position,  beeaase  he  fras  left  without  support,  and 
because  my  own  position  had  not  then  been  fally  determined.     Three 
pieces,  which  occupied  a  fine  position  immediately  bn  my  front,  aban« 
•ioned  it  immediately  after  the  enemy's  skirmishers  opened  on  them. 
The  enemy  came  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlooking  my  position^  and 
lor  five  minutes  bravely  stood  a  galling  fire  at  about  eighty  yards, 
-which  my  whole  brigade  delivered ;  they  then  fell  back  a  short  dis- 
tance, rallied,  were  driven  back  again  and  again,  and  finally  lay  down 
inst  back  of  the  crest,  keeping  up  a  steady  fire,  however.     In  this 
position,  receiving  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to  do  so,  I  en- 
deavored to  charge  them  With  my  brigade,  and  that  portion  of  Col- 
quitt's which  was  on   my   iiffmediate  left ;  the  charge  failed,  mainly 
because  the  sixth  Alabama  regiment,  not  hearing  the  command,  did 
not  move  forward  with  the  others,  and  because  Colquitt^s  men  did  not 
advance  far  enough  ;  that  paft  of  the  brigade  which  moved  forward 
found  themselves  in  an  exposed  position,  and,  being  outnumbered  and 
onsustained,  fell  back  tefore  1  could,  by  personal  effort,  which  was 
ijuly   made,  get  the   sixth  Alabama  to  move;  hastening  back  to  the 
I  t»ft,  I  arrived  just  in  time  to  prevent   the  men  from  falling  back  to 
liiO  rear  of  the  road  we  had  just  occupied.     It  became  evident  to  me, 
then,  that  an  attack  by  us  must,  to  be  successful,  be  made  by  the  whole 
of  Anderson*8  brigade,  mine,  Colquitt's  and  any  troops  that  had  arrived 
'"  n  Anderson's  right.  My  whole  force  at  this  moment  did  not  amount  to 
«;ver  seven  hundred  men,  most  probably  not  to  that  number.   About  this 
time,  I  noticed  troops  going  in  to  the  support  of  Anderson,  or  to  his 
right,  and  that  one  regilnent  and  a  portion  of  another,  instead  of  pass- 
ing on  to  the  front,  stopped  in  the  hollow  immediately  in  my  rear  and 
near  the  orchard.     As  the  fire  on  both  sides  was,  at  my  position  at 
l^ast,  now  desultory  and  slack,  I  went  to  the  troops  referred  to  and 
found  that  they  belonged  to  General  Pryor's  brigade  ;  their  officers 
stated  that  V  they  had  been  ordered  to  halt  there  by  somebody,  not 
f3encral  Pryor.     Finding  General  P.  in  a  fev^  moments,  and  inform- 
ing him  as  to  their  conduct,  he  immediately  ordered  them  forward. 
Returning  towards  the  brigade,  I  met  Lieutenant  Colonel  Xightfoot, 
of  the  sixth  Alabama,  looking  for  me.     Upon  his  telling  me  that  the  * 
right  wing  of  his  regiment  was  being  subjected  to  a  terrible  enfilading 
•   fire,  which  the  enemy  were  enabled  to  deliver  by  reason  of  their  gain- 
ing somewhat  on  Anderson,  and  that  he  had  but  few  men  lefc  in  that 
wing,  I  ordered  him  to  hasten  back,  and  to  throw  his  right  wing  back 
out  of  the  old  road  referred  to.     Instead  of  executing  the  order,  he 
moved  briskly  to  the  rear  of  the  regiment,  and  gave  the  command — . 
"  Sixth  Alabama,  about-face — forward,  march."     Major  ilobson,  of 
the  fifth,  seeing   this,  asked   him  if  the   order   was   intended  for  the 
whole  brigade.     He  replied,  ^*  Yes,"  and,  thereupon,  the  fifth,  and 
immediately  the  other''  troops  on  their  left,  retreated.     I  did  not  see 
their  retrograde  movement  until  it  was  too  late  for  mb  to  rally  them  ; 
for  this   reason,  just  as  I  was  moving  on  after   Lightfoot,  I  heard  a 
shot  strike   Lieutenant   Berney,   who   was   immediately  behind  me. 
Wheeling,  I   found   him   falling,  and  that   he   had   been   struck   in 
the  face.     He  found  that  he  oould  walk,  after  I  raised  hinn  Jhough  he 
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thoQglii  a  «h<»t  or  piece  of  sliell  bed  peootrated  his  head  juflt  aader 
the  eye.  I  followed  him  a  few  paces  and  watched  bim  antil  he  had 
reached  a  barn,  a  ehort  distance  to  the  rear,  where  he  first  encoun- 
tered some  one  to  help  him,  in  case  he  needed  it.  As  I  turned  to- 
wards the  brigade,  I  was  struck  heavily  by  a  piece  of  shell  on  xny 
thigh.  At  first  I  thought  the  wound  was  serious,  but  finding,  upon 
examination,  that  it  was  slight,  I  agi^n  turned  towards  the  brigade^ 
when  I  discovered  it,  without  visible  cause  to  me,  retreating  in  con- 
fusion. I  hastened  to  intercept  it  at  the  Hagerstown  road.  I  found, 
though,  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  from  the  twenty-sixth, 
twelfth  and  third,  and  a  few  tinder  Major  Hobson,  not  more  than  forty 
in  ai,  the  brigade  had  completely  disappeared  from  this  portion  of  the 
field.  This  small  number,  together  with  some  Mississippians  (under 
Colonel )  and  North  Carolinians,  making  in  all  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  (150.)  men,  1  rallied  and  stationed  behind  a  small  ri^ge 
leading  from  the  Hagerstown  road  eastward,  towards  the  orchard  be- 
fore spoken  of,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  yards  in  rear  of 

my  last   position,  leaving   them  under  the   charge   of  Colonel . 

[It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  here  that  this  force,  with  some  slight 
additions,  was  afterwards  led  through  the  orchavd  against  the  enemy 
by  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and  did  js;ood  service,  the  Qeneral  himself 
handling  a  musket  in  the  fight.  Major  Hol)son  and  Lieutenant  Goff, 
of  the  fifth  Alabama,  the  latter  with  a  musket,  bore  distinguished 
partft  in*  this  fight.]  After  this,  my  time  was  spent  mainly  in  direct- 
ing the  fire  of  some  artillery  and  getting  up  stragglers. 

In  this  engagement,  the  brigade  behaved  very  handsomely  and  sat- 
isfactorily, and,  with  the  exception  of  the  right  wing  of  the  sixth  Ala- 
bama, (where  Colonel  Gordon,  whilst  acting  with  his  customary 
gallantry,  was  wounded  desperately,  receiving  five  wounds,)  had  sus- 
tained almost  no  loss,  uAtil  the  retrograde  movement  began.  It  had» 
together  with  Anderson's  troops,  stopped  and  foiled  the  attack  of  a 
whole  corps  of  the  enemy  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  finaAy  fell  back 
only  when,  as  the  men^nd  oflScers  supposed,  they  had  been  ordered 
to  do  so.  We  might  have  been  compelled  to  have  fallen  back  after- 
wards, (for  the  troops  on  my  right  had  already  given  away  when  we  * 
began  to  retreat;)  but,  without  the  least  hesitation,  I  say  that  but  for 
the  unaccountable  mistake  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lightfoot,  the  re- 
treat would  not  have  commenced  at  this  time,  if  at  all.  He  was 
wounded  severely  in  the  retreat. 

I  saw  but  little  of  the  operations  of  Carter's  battery  during  the  bat- 
tle. I  only  know  that  it  was  actively  engaged  the  whole  day,  and  with 
some  loss.  The  gallant  captain  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  foot, 
and  one  of  his  Lieutenants,  Dabney,  received  one,  from  which  he  has 
since  died.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  his  report,  which  is  submitted 
herewith. 

My  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight  was  less  than  eight  hundred 
(800)  effective  men.  The  loss  was  as  follows :  Killed,  fifty  ;  wounded, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two ;  missing,  twenty-one ;  total,  three  hun- 
dred and  three. 

The  aggregate  loss  in  the  two  engagements  is  as  {qIIqwb:  Eilledy 
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one  hni^^d  and  eleven  ;  wounded,  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  ; 
miesinff,  two  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  total  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
five.  The  missing  are  either  prisoners  or  killed ;  most  of  them  were 
captured  on  the  mountain  on  the  14th.  Captain  Whiting  and  Lieu- 
tenant John  Berney,  G.  S.  A.,  of  my  staff,  wete  both  wounded. 
They,  with  Captain  Green  Peyton,  A.  A.  General,  discharged  their 
reepectiTe  duties  with  ability  and  gallantry. 

The  subjoined  tabular  statements  will  exhibit  the  loss  in  the  respec* 
tive  regiments  of  the  brigade  in  both  engagements.  The  enemy^s 
loss  in  both  engagements  was  far  heavier  than  mine  ;  I  believe  they 
lost  three  to  my  one  at  Sharpsburg,  ana  at  least  two  to  one  on  the 
mountain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  E.  RODBS,  Brigadier  General, 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  SEMMES  OF  BATTLE 
OF  SHARPSBURG. 

Headquarters   Semmrs'  Brigade,  McLaws'  Division,  > 
Camp  near  Martinsburg,  Fa.,  September  24»  18G3.      I 

Major  J.  M.  Goggin, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  briefly  the  part  enacted  bj  mj 
brigade,  composed  of  the  fifteenth  end  thirty-second  Virginia  and 
the  tenth  and  fifty-third  Georgia  volunteers  and  Manly's  battery,  in 
the  battle  of  Sharpsbarg,  on  the  17th  of  September  instant: 

Moving  forward  by  the  flank  in  the  direction  of  the^nemy,  before 
coming  in  view,  two  brigades  were  met  retiring  from  the  front,  appa- 
rently  badly  cut  np.  An  incessant  current  of  wounded  flowed  to  the 
rear,  showing  that  the  conflict  had  been  severe  and  well  contested. 
Coming  in  fall  view  of  the  enemy's  lines.  Major  General  McLaws,  in 
person,  ordered  me  to  move  forward  in  line  to  the  support  of  Major 
General  Stuart,  on  our  extreme  left.  Immediately  the  order  was 
given,  "  By  company  into  line,"  followed  by  "  Forward  into  line,'* 
both  of  which  movements  were  executed  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy, 
uuder  a  fire  occasioning  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  bri* 
gade  advanced  steadily  for  two  hundred  yards  under  fire  before  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  firing.  Thi^  order  was  then  given,  at 
long  range  for  most  of  our'arms,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  <^r 
troops  and  disconcerting  the  enemy.  The  troops,  it  is  true,  needed 
little  encouragement.  Their  officers  had  already  inspired  them  with 
enthusiasm,  and  they  continued  to  advance  with  vivacity.  The  effect 
on  the  enemy's  fire,  of  the  order  to  the  Dgiments  of  the  brigade  that 
had  formed  in  line,  to  commence  firing,  was  distinctly  visible  in  the 
diminishc^l^  numbers  of  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy  at  first  met 
our  advance  by  a  corresponding  one.  Our  troops  continued  to  press 
Hteadily  forward,  pouring  a  deadly  fire  into  his  ranks,  and  he,  after 
advancing  an  hundred  yards,  gave  way,  and  we  continued  to  drive 
him  from  position  to  position,  through  wood  and  field,  for  a  mile,  ex- 
pending not  less  than  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  My  brigade  was 
thrown  farther  to  the  front  than  the  troops  on  my  right  by  about  three 
hundred  yards,  and,  for  a  time,  was  exposed  to  a  terrible  front  and 
enfilading  fire,  inflicting  great  loss. 

It  gives  me  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  my  brigade 
fought  under  an  inspiration  of  enthusiasm  which  impelled  the  men 
forward  lyith  the  confidence  of  victory.  Had  it  been  possible  to  have 
strengthened  it  by  a  supporting  force  of  two  or  three  ^thousand  men, 
there  was  not  then,  nor  is  there  now,  a  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  the 
eneiny's  right,  though  in  vastly  superior  numbers,  wo^ld  have  been 
driven  upon  his  centre,  and  both  in  confusion  on  his  left,  utterly 
routing  him.  The  victory,  though  decisive,  would  thus  have  been 
rendered  signal,  and  the  enemy's  lines  broken  and  disncrsed.  i 
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The  loss  la  killed  and  wonnded  was,  of  the  fifcy-tUrd  Goorgta  vol- 
anteers,  thirty  per  cent.,  thirty -second  Virginia,  forty  fiva  per  cent., 
tenth  Georgia,  fifcy-seven  per  oeot.,  fifteenth  Virginia,  fifcy-eij^ht  n^ 
cent.,  detailed  statomonts  of  which  are  herewith  submitted.     Ta /dis- 
parity in  the  loss  of  some  of  the  companies  of  the  sime  regiment  is 
very    marked.      Three   of  the  four   regimental  commanders    were 
^wounded.     Ltentenant  Colonel  Sloan,  commanding  fifcy-third  93orgia, 
fell,  it  was  then  supposed,  mortally  wounded,  while  gUlantly  leiiing 
his  regiment  forward  into  line  on  the  eztreme  left  of  the  brig^ide. 
The  regimental  commanders  displayed  conspicuous  gallantry,  and,  by 
their* example,  inspired  their  commands  with  the  confibnce  of  poai- 
tive  success.     Troops  never  fought  more  persistently,  iatelligently, 
and  with  more  valor. 

My  staff.  Lieutenant  Briggs,  aid-de-camp,  and  Lieutenants   Redd 
and  Cody,  volunteer  aids,  were  present  during  the  entire  action,  and 
were  more  exposed,  if  possible,  than  any  of  the  troop^^-^being  often 
employed  in  bearing  orders  to  different  parts  of  my  lini,  and  to  com- 
manders of  other  troops  in  the  vicinity,  displaying  cooln^^i  and  gal- 
lantry of  the  highest  order — and  all  escaping  untouched  except  Lien- 
tenant  Redd,  who  received  a  slight  wound  on  the  bo^iy  from  a  spent 
bullet.     Calling  for  a  staff  ofiicer  to  bear  an  order  to  the  regiment  on 
the  left,  none  being  at  hand,  Captain  Henley,  A.  C.S.-,  thirty-second 
Virginia,  who  had  been  shot  through  the  arm,  but  refused  to  quit  the 
field,  offered  himself  to  become  the  bearer,  which  was  declined  on 
account  of  his  wound.     Whereupon,  stating  that  his  wound  was  slight 
and  that   he  was  not  disabled,  he  w  is  allowed  to  proceed.      While 
doing  so,  he  fell,  severely  wounded,  pierced  with  two  buTlet^.     This  is 
oaly  a  prominent  example  of  many  acts  of  signal   daring  and  valor 
displayed  o'q  that  bloody  and  memorable  field  by  officers  and  men  of 
all  the  regiments. 

After  the  enemy  was  thus  driven  back  and  the  fire  of  his  small 
arms  had  for  some  time  entirely  ceased^the  troops,  having  been  under 
an  incessant  musketry  and  artillery  fire  for  two  hours  and  twenty 
minutes,  were  so  thoroughly  exhausted  and  their  ammunirior^so  nearly 
expended  as  to  render  necessary  the  order  to  retire  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  and  obtaining  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition.  Remaining 
myself  an  hour  longer  in  front,  with  Lieutenant  Davis  and  six  men  of 
the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  I  then  withdrew  and  reported  to  Major 
General  McLaws,  who  ordered  my  brigade  to  be  reaj^sembled  in 
reserve.  Thirty-six  prisoners,  including  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  first 
lieutenant,  were  captured  at  a  farm  house,  the  most  adv  :nced  position 
held  by  my  brigade,  which  was  some  hundreds  of  yards  in  advthceof 
the  other  portions  of  our  line  of  battle. 

The  reports  of  regimental  commanders  are  herewith  submitted^  to 
whieh  reference  is  respectfully  asked  for  further  details. 

Manly^s  battery  was  detached  from  my  command  during  the  battle. 
His  report  is  herewith  submitted. 

I  am,  Majifry  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 
Brigadier  Grenerat. 
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HEADqUARtEftf  SCMME^'  BttlQAMS,  Ocl.  S7,  IMS. 

Major  J.  M.  GoGGiNy 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Major  :  In  uiswer  to  the  inquiry  by  Major  General  Longatreet,  as 
to  the  number  of  colors  lost  by  our  troops  in  the  battles  in  Maryland, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that- no  colors  were  lost  by  the  regiments  of 
this  brigade. 

In  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg  the  color  of  the  fifty  •third  Georgia 
received  two  shots ;  that  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  ten^  and  the  pike 
was  once  cut  in  two,  two  color-bearers  were  wounded  and  one  of  the 
color- guard  was  killed  and  oigie  wounded;  the  color  of  the  thirty- 
second  Virginia  received  seventeen  shots,  and  the  pike  waa^once  cut 
in  two,  and  one  of  the  color^guard  killed ;  the  ^olor  of  the  tenth 
Georgia  received  forty -six  shots,  and  the  pike  was  once  hit  and  twice 
cut  in  two,  one  color-bearer  tod  one  of  Uie  color-guard  were  killed, 
and  one  color-bearer  and  one  of  the  color-guard  wounded. 

These  facts  were  not  incorporated  in  the  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg.  It  is,  therefore,  respect- 
.fully  submitted  that  this  communication  be  regarded  as  a  supplement 
to  that  report. 

I  am»  Major,  v^ry  respectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  8KMME3, 
JSrt goi&r  Gehitral. 
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REPOBT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BARKSDALE  OF  BAT- 
TLB  OF  SHARPSBDRG.    •. 

f 

HCADQUARTEIIS  BaRK8DAIiB*8  BrIOU)B,  A.  N.  Y.^  I 

Camp  Iab^  October  12,  18«3.     ) 

Major  J.  M.  Goggin  : 

A.  A.  General,  McLawf  Division  : 

Major:  Oa  the  moniiag  of  the  ISth  of  September  t  marohed^  at 
daylight,  to  Browaeyille^  where  it  was  sappoaed  the  enemy  designed 
making  an  attack  upon  oar  troops.     After  I  reached  that  place,  iit 
waa  diacovered  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared,  and  the  whole  com- 
mand was  ordered  to  rejoin  the  mfxn  army.     We  reached  its  Ticinity, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Sharpsbai^,  about  nine  o'doek  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th.     The  battle  was  then,  and  had  been  raging  for  several 
honra.     It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  a  portion  of  my  men  had  fallen 
by  the  wayside  from  loss  of  sleep  and  excessive  fatigae,  having  been 
conatantly  on  duty  for  five  or  six  days,  and  on  the  march  for  almost 
the  whole  of  the  two  preceding  nights,  and  that  I  went  into  the  fight 
w ith  less  than  eight  hundred  men.     About  ten  o'clock  I  formed  a  line  of 
battle  in  an  open  field,  which  was  at  that  time  being  raked  by  a  terri* 
ble  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the  enemy's  artillery.     Kershaw 
was  on  my  right  and  Semmes  on  my  left.     I  at  once,  in  accordance 
with  your  orders,  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the  woods 
immediately  in  front;  and  from  which  they  had  just  driven  a  portion 
o^  our  forces.     In  a  few  moments  I  engaged  them,  and,  after  firing 
several  volleys  into  their  ranks,  drove  them  through  the  woods  and 
into  an  open  field  beyond,  and  compelled  them  to  abandon  their  artiU 
lery  on  the  hill.     At  this  point  I  discovered  that  a  very  large  force  of 
the  encijmy  were  attempting  to  flank  me  on  the  Jeft.     I  therefore 
ordered  the  eighteenth  and  thirteenth  to  wheel  in  that  direction,  and 
not  only  succeeded  in  checking  the  movement  they  were  making,  but 
put  them  to  flight,  and  pursued  them  for  a  considerable  distance.     As 
we  advanced,  the  ground  wae  covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the 
enemy.    I  did  not  deem  it  prudent,  however,  without  more  support, 
to  advance  further,  and  I  therefore  ordered  these  regiments  to  fall 
back  to  the  woods  in  front  of  my  first  position.     The  seventeenth  and 
twenty-first  pusued  the  enemy  across  the  open  field,  when,  perceiving 
a  very  strong  force  moving  to  the  right  and  attempting  to  flank  them, 
and  all  of  our  forces  having  retired  from  that  part  of  the  field;  they 
fell  back,  under  protection  of  a  stone  fence,  in  good  order.     About 
two  o'clock  I  advanced  with  the  entire  brigade  and  occupied  the 
battle-ground  over  which  we  had  passed  in  the  morning.  General 
Baaebm  beinc  on  my  right  and  Oeneral  Barly  <m  my  left,  and  oon* 
tinaed  to  hold  it  until  ^  night  of  the  18th,  when,  by  your  orders,  I 
joined  tibe  oolumnof  the  main  nrmj,  when  it  retired  aeroea  the 
PelOBae. 
Tebeth  oiKeeni  and  men  mnoh  wedtt  i§  due  for  the  ooi|ni§e  Md 
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dAring  they  exhibited  throaghoafthe  engagement.  Major  CavpbeV., 
comxnaDding  the  eighteenth  regiment,  was  seriously  woanded,  and 
taken  from  the  field,  while  nobly  leading  his  regiment  in  the  fight. 
Lieutenant  GoIozAl  McElroy,  of  the  thirteenth  regiment,  althoogh 
wounded,  remained  in  command  of  his  regiment  until  the  battle 
ceased.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fiser,  of  the  seventeenth,  and  Captair. 
Sims,  of^the  twenty-first,  were  conspicuous  for  the  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry with  which  they  handled  their  respective  commands.  To 
Colonel  Humphries,  of  the  twenty-first,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  L«se, 
of  the  eighteenth,  who  reached  the  field  just  as  the  battle  was  closing, 
I  am  under 'peculiar  obligations.  Their  timely  presence  not  only 
cheered  and  animated  their  ow<i  regiment,  but  the  entire  brigadr.. 
liieutcnant  J.  A.  Barksdale,  of  my  staff,  was  prompt  and  fearless  ir. 
the  execution  of  all  orders.  Surgeons  Austin,  of  the  thirteenth. 
Green,  of  the  seventeenth.  Griffin,  of  the  eighteenth,  and  Hill,  of  the 
twenty-first,  were  faithful  and  energetic  in  their  attention  to  the 
wounded. 

I  close  this  report  with  th0  remark,  that  my  command, did  its  datj 
upon  the  ensanguined  field  of  Sharpsburg. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BARKSDALE, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  OBNERAL  KERSHAW  OF  BATTLE 
OF  8HARPSBURG. 

Headquarters  Kershaw's  Brigade,  McLaws'  Division,  > 
Near  Winchester,  Fa.,  October  9,  1862.         \ 

To  Major  James  M.  Googiiv,  '       * 

Assistant  Adjviant  General : 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headqaarters,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transzntt  a  report  of  the  operations  of  xny  command  atj 
the  battle  of  Sharpsburg.     Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,' 
my  command  were  without  their  usual  supplv  of  subsistence  from 
Monday  morning,  the  I3th  September,  until  the  nigljf  of  the  I7th.i 
Thej  were  also  under  arms  or  marching  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
nights  of  Monday  and  Tuesday,  arriving  at  Sharpsburg  at  daylight 
on  Wednesday  morning,  the  17th  of  September.     As  a  consequence, 
many  had  become  exhausted  and  fallen  out  on  the  wayside,  and  all: 
were  worn  and  jaded.     About  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  forward. 
to  the  relief  of  General  Jackson's-  forces,  then  engaged  on  the  left, 
in  the  wood  in  rear  of  the  church.    The  Georgia  and  Mississippi- 
brigades  were  formed  in  a  ploughed  field  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
woo<l,  my  brigade  in  their  rear  in  the  sqime  field.    The  enemy  was 
discovered  in  the  wood  advancing  towards  its  right  face,  where  sorne^ 
of  our  guns  had  been  abandoned  before  our  arrival.     Perceiving  tifiB, . 
Major  General  McLaws  directed  me  to  occupy  that  pari  of  the  wood 
in  advance  of  them,  while  our  lines  were  being  formed.     For  this 
purpose  I  ordered  forward,  at  double  quick,  Colone)  Kennedy's  second ' 
South  Carolina  regiment,  to  march  by  a  fliink  to  the  extreme  point  of, 
the  wood,  then,  by  the  front,  to  enter  it.    Before  the  head  of  the  re-: 
giment  had  reached  the  point,  and  when  entangled  in  a  rail  fence,, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  them  from  a  point  net  more  than  sixty- 
yards  distant.     They  promptly  faced  to  the  front  and  returned  the 
fire  80  rapidly  as  to  drive  the  enemy  almost  immediately.     At  the. 
Baoio  time  the  brigades  of  Cobb  and  Barksdale  (now  on  their  left)  ad^ 
vanced  to  their  support.     I  then  hurried  up  my  three  remaining  regi-. 
ments,   (the   eighth.  Lieutenant   Colonel  Hoole;    seventh,   Colonel- 
Aiken,  and  third,  Colonel  Nance,)  and  conducted  them  to  the  right  of 
Colonel  Kennedy,  who,  by  this  time,  had  advanced  bevond  the  wood 
and  to  the  left  of  the  church,  driving  the  enemy.    1  then  ordered 
Readme  battery  to  a  position  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  wood,  and 
sent  in  Colonel  Manning,  who  reported  to  me  on  the  field  with  Walk* 
er's  brigade,  to  the  right  of  my  brigade.     Our  troops  made  constant 
progress,  for  some  time,  along  the  whole  line,  driving  in  column  after 
column  of  the  enemy.     Colonel  Aiken's  regiment  approached  within 
thirty  yards  of  one  of  the  batteries,  driving  the  men  from  the  gnn^^, 
and  only  gavo  way  when  enfiladed  by  a  new  battery,  placed  in  posi- 
tion near  them,  leaving  Major  White  dead,  and  one-half  their  men. 
killed  or  wounded  upon  the  field.    Abut  this  time  the  enemy  was  ^ 
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heavily  ranforoed  and  our  line  fell  back  to  the  wood,  whioh  WM  neyer 
»(terwarda  taken  from  us.  Read's  battery,  having  suffered  greatly  in 
the  loss  of  men  and  horses,  was  withdrawn,  by  my  order,  when  the 
infantry  fell  back.  The  lines  were  reorganized  behind  the  fenceo^ 
near  whore  they  entered  the  fight,  and  their  exhausted  cartridge 
boxes  replenished.  Later  in  the  day  we  moved  to  the  left  of  General 
EarlyV  command,  whioh  occupied  the  wood  to  the  Uft  of  the  church, 
where  we  remained  until  ordered  to  move  across  the  river,  on  Thars* 
day  night,  the  1 8th  of  September.  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  thmt  I 
left  two  companies  on  picket,  in  front  of  oar  lines,  when  we  marched, 
under  command  of  Captain  Kance,  of  the  third  regiments  with  In- 
atructiona  to  remain  until  relieved  by  the  cavalry.  After  daylight, 
siext  morning.  Captain  Nance,  not  having  been  relieved,  perceived 
the  enemy  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  and  brought  off  his  men  in 
eafety  and  good  order,  passing  the  cavalry  pickets  some  distance  in 
his  rear.  ^ 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  troops  of  my  command.  The  eighth  regiment  carried  in  but  forty- 
five  men,  rank  and  file,  and  lost  twenty-three  officers  and  men.  The 
second  regiment  were  the  first  to  attack  and  drive  the  enemy.  Col- 
onel  Kennedy  was  painfully  wounded  in  the  first  charge  and  was  sent, 
by  myself,  from  the  field.  After  our  lines  were  first  driven  back, 
under  command  of  Major  Gaillard,  they  rallied  and  broke  a  fresh  line 
of  battle  that  attempted  to  follow  them.  Tha  third  regiment,  led  by 
its  efficient  commander,  twice  changed  front  on  the  field,  in  magnifi- 
cent order,  and,  after  twice  driving  the  enemy,  retired  with  the  pre- 
cision of  troops  on  review.  The  seventh,  led  by  Colonel  Aiken, 
trailed  their  progress  to  the  cannon's  mouth  with  the  blood  of  their 
bravest,  and,  when  borne  back  by  resistless  force,  rallied  the  remnant 
left  under  command  of  Captain  John  S.  Hard,  the  senior  surviving 
officer.  *  Colonel  Aiken  was  most  dangerously  wounded.  Every  officer 
nnd  man  in  the  color  company  was  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  their 
.  total  loss  one  hundred  and  forty,  out  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
men  carried  in.  The  colors  of  this  regiment,  shot  from  the  staff, 
formed  the  winding-sheet  of  the  last  man  of  the  color  company,  at 
the  extreme  point  reached  by  our  troops  that  day.  Major  Wliite, 
whose  death  we  lament,  was  a  most  gallant  and  accomplished  officer, 
of  elevated  character  and  noble  principles.  No  braver  or  better  sol- 
dier survives  him.  Read's  battery  performed  the  moat  important  ser- 
vice in  a  positicm  of  great  danger.  Second  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Parkman 
was  killed  on  the  field,  gallantly  discharging  his  duty.  One  gun  was 
disabled  and  abandoned,  and  so  many  horses  as  to  render  it  neoessarj 
to  bring  off  their  pieces  severally.  The  acts  of  individual  heroism 
performed  on  this  memorable  day  are  so  numerous  that  regimental 
colnmanders  have  not  attempted  to  particularise  them.  I  am,  as 
usual,  grefttty  indebted  to  Captain  HoUnes,  A.  A.  O.,  and  Lieatenant 
Boby,  A*  D.  C,  of  my  ataff,  for  intelligent  and  efficient  assistance  in 
oarrying  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field.  They  were  everywhere,  ex- 
posed, witb  eharaeteristio  courage.  Privates  Baron  and  Deas,  order- 
ue0»  w«re  also  wrilk  me  in  the  field,  bearing  themselres  with  ooaragii 
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Mid  intelfigenee.    The  latter  had  hie  horee  ehot  in  three  pieces.    J 
i^otTt  already  tranemitted  a  statement  of  oiir  losses. 

I  em,  Msjor,  very  respectfally,  , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW,      . 
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REPORT  OP  COLONEL  WOFFORD,  COMMANDING  TEXAS 
BRIGADE,  OP  BATTLE  OP  SHARPSBURG.     . 

HsAWiUARTEBB  Texa8  Briqade,  September  S9,  186S. 

Captftin  W.  H.  Sellers, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

8rR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  performed  by  this  com* 
mand  in  the  engagements  on  the  evening  of  the  i6th  and  throaghoot 
the  day  ^  the  17th  instant,  at  Sharpsburg,  Maryland.  Without 
referring  to  the  yarione  positions  which  we  occupied  after  halting  on 
t3ie£eld,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  our  division  being  in 
rear  of  the  army  from  Boonsboro'  mountain,  this  brigade  was  moved 
from  in  front  of  Sharpsbnrg,  on  the  evening  of  the  I6thy  to  the  right 
and  in  front  of  Mumma  church ;  this  being  the  left  of  our  line,  and 
where  the  main  and  most  of  the  fighting  had  taken  place  on  the  17th 
instant.  While  we  iivere  moving  to  this  position,  the  enemy  opened 
a  heavy  fire  upon  us  from  their  long-range  guns,  which  was  continued 
after  we  were  in  position,  and  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  one  lieu* 
tenant  and  one  soldier  in  the  fourth  Texas  regiment.  We  remained 
in  this  position  the  balance  of  the  day  and  night  of  the  15th,  and 
until  late  in  the  evening  of  the  16th,  when  we  were  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Hood  to  move  by  the  left  flank,  through  the  open  field  in  front  of 
the  church,  and  to  its  left,  about  seven  hundred  yaHs,  to  meet  Ihe 
ebemy,  who,  it  was  then  ascertained,  had  commenced  to  cross  An-^ 
'tietam  creek  to  our  left.  We  there  formed  line  of  battle,  and  moved 
up  to  a  corn-field  in  our  front,  and  awaited  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
*who  had  by  this  time  opened  upon  us  a  brisk  fire  of  shot  and  shell 
irom  some  pieces  of  artillery  which  they  had  placed  in  position  immc* 
diately  in  our  front,  and  to  the  left  of  our  lines,  wounding  one  officer 
and  some  dozen  men.  I  feel  it  due  to  truth  to  state  that  the  enemy 
were  informed  of  our  position  by  the  firing  of  a  half  a  dozen  shots 
from  a  little  battery  of  ours  on  the  left  %f  the  brigade,  which  hastily 
beat  a  retreat  as  soon  as  their  guns  opened  upon  us.  While  our  line 
of  battle  rested  upon  the  corn-field,  Captain  Turner,  commanding  the 
fifth*  Texas,  which,  was  on  our  right,  had  been  moved  forward  into 
some  woods,  where  he  met  a  part  of  our  skirmishers,  driven  in  by  the 
<eno«y,  whom  he  engaged,  and  finallj  drove  back,  with  the  loss  of  one 
man.  Our  skirmishers,  consisting  of  one  hundred  men,  under  the 
<comrroand  of  Captain  Martin,  of  the  fourth  Texas,  who  had  been 
moved  jnio  the  woods  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  the  fifth  Texas,  were 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  but  held  their  ground  until  they  had 
expended -aH  their  cartridges,  and  then  fell  into  our  line  of  battle 
:about  nine  oVsiock  at  night;  about  which  time  we  were  relieved  by 
Oeneral  Jjawto&'e  brigade,  and  were  withdrawn  from  the  field  to  the 
"Woods  in  rear  of  Mamma  church,  for  the  purpose  of  cooking  rations, 
our  men  aiot  having  reeeivedaiiy  regular  allowance  in  three  days.  It 
was  now  evident  that  the  enemy  had  effected  a  crossing  entirely  to 
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out  left,  and  that  he  would  make  the  attack  on  thai  wingearij  in  the 
raornixig,  moving  his  forces  over  and  placing  them  in  position  daring 
the  night. 

At  three  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  ITth,  the  picket  firing  was 
▼ery  heavy,  and  at  daylight  the  battle  was  opened.     Oar  brigade  was 
moved  forward  at  sanrise  to  the  support  of  General  Lawton,  who  had 
relieved  us  the  night  before.     Moving  forward  in  line  of  battle  in  the 
regular  order  o^  regiments,  the  brigade  proceeded  through  the  woods 
into  the  open  field  towards  the  corn-field^  where  the  left  encountered 
the   first  line  of  the  enemy.     Seeing  the  Hampton  legion  and  eigh- 
teenleh   Georgia  moving  slowly  forward^  but  rapidly  firing,  I  rode 
hastily  to  them,  urging  them  forward,  when  I  saw  two  full  regiments, 
one  in  their  front  and  the  other  partly  to  their  left.     Perceiving  at 
once   that  they  were  in*  danger  of  being  cut  off,  I  ordered  the^rst 
Texas  to  move  by  the  left  flank  to  their  relief,  which  they  did  in  a 
rapid  and  gallant  manner.     By  Ihis  time,  the  enemy  on  our  left  hav- 
ing commenced  falling  back,  the  first  Texas  pressed  them  rapidly  to 
(heir   guns,  which  now  poured  into  thorn  a  fire  on  their  right  flank, 
centre  and  left  flank,  from  three  difierent  batteries,  before  which  their 
weUformed  line  was  cut  down  and  scattered,  being  two  hundred  yards 
in  front  of  our  line,  their  situation  was  most  critical.     Riding  back 
to  the  lefc  of  our  line,  I  found  the  fragment  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia 
regiment  in  front  of  the  extreme  right  battery  of  the  enemy,  located 
on-  the  pike   running  by  the  church,  which   now  opened   upon  our 
•  thinned  ranks  a  most  destructive  "fire ;  the  men  and  officers  were  gal- 
lantly shooting  down  the  gunners,  and  for  a  moment  silenced,  them. 
At  this  time  the  enemy's  fire  was  most  terrific,  their  first  line  of  in- 
fantry having  been  driven  back,  to  their  guns,  which  now  opened  a 
farious  fire,  together  with  their  second  line  of  infantry,  upon  our 
thinned  and  almost  annihilated  ranks.     By  this  time,  our  brigade 
having  suffered  so  greatly  th^  I  was  satisfied  they  could  neither  ad- 
vance or  hold  their  position  much  longer  without  reinforcements, 
riding  back,  to  make  known  to  General  Hqcd  our  condition,  I  mat 
with  you,  to  whom  I  imparted  this  information.     By  this  time  our 
line  commenced  giving  way,  when  I  ordered  them  back,  under  cover 
of  thewoods,  to  th^  left  of  the  churoh,  where  we  halted  and  waited  for 
support.     None  arriving,  after  some  time,  the  enemy  commenced 
advancing  in  full  force.     Seeing  the  hopelessness  and  folly  of  making 
a  stand  with  our  shattered  brigade,  and  a  remnant  from  other  com- 
mands,  the  men  being  greatly  exhausted,  and  many  of  them  out  of 
ammunitioB,  I  determined  to  fall  back  to  a  fence  in  our  rear,  where 
we  met  the  long-looked  for  reinforcements,  and  at  the  same  time 
received  an  order  from  General  Hood  to  fall  back  further  to  the  rear,, 
to  rest  and  coUeet  our  men.    After  resting  a  short  time,  we  were 
mofed  back  to  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  churoh,  from  where  we  ad- 
vanced to^the  fight  in  the  morning,  which  position  we  held  until  late 
in  the  evening,  when  we  were  moved,  by  the  right  flank,  in  the  direo<^ 
tion  of  Sharpsbnre,  to  a  place  near  the  centre  of  our  line,  where  we 
remained  during  that  night  and  next  day,  and  until  the  recrossing  pf 
the  Potomac  by  #ur  army  was  ordered.    Puring  the  engagement  of 
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tbe  brigade,  on  the  nA  instant,  I  was  drawn  to  the  left  of  our  line, 
aa  it  first  engaged  the  enemj,  who  had  ancceeded  in  flanking  «s  on  the 
left,  and,  to  escape  from  being  surroonded,  changed  (he  direction  to 
left  obliqne,  thna  caosing  large  intervals  between  the  regiments  on 
the  left  and  right  of  tbe  line.  The  fifth  Texas,  nnder  the  eoaunand 
of  Csptain  Turner,  moved  with  spirit  across  the  field,  9mA  occu- 
pied  the  woods  on  our  right,  where  it  met  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
and  held  them  back  nntil  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  then 
fell  back  to  the  woods,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  The  fbarth 
Texas  regiment,  which  in  our  line  of  battle  was  between  the  fifth  and 
first  Texas,  was  moved  by  General  Hood  to  the  extreme  left  of  our 
line  on  the  pike  road,  covering  our  flank  by  holding  the  enemy  in 
check.  This  brigade  went  into  the  action  numberiDg  eight  hundred 
an^fifty-four,  and  lost,  in  killed,  wounded  an4  missing,  five  hundred 
and  sixty — over  one-half. 

We  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Majors  Dale,  of  the  first  Texas,  and 
Dingle,  of  Hampton's  logion,  two  gallant  officers,  who  fell  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight.  Also  Captains  Tompkins  and  Smith,  ai^d 
Ideiitenant  Exum,  of  Hampton's  legion ;  Lieutenants  Underwood  and 
.Cleaveland,  of  tbe  eighteenth  Georgia ;  Lieutenants  Huffman,  Bus- 
aell,  Waterhouse,  Patton  and  Thompson,  of  the  first  Texas.  These 
brave  officers  all  fell  while  gallantly  leading  their  small  bands  on  an 
enemy  five  times  their  number.  They  deserved  a  better  fiUe  than  to 
have  been,  as  they  were,  sacrificed  for  the  want  of  proper  support. 
The  enemy,  besides  being  permitted  to  cross  the  creek  with  scarcely* 
any  resistance  to  our  left,  were  allowed  to  place  their  artillery  in  po- 
aition  during  the  night,  not  only  without  annoyance,  but  without  our 
knowledge. 

Without  specially  naming  the  officers  and  men,  who  stood  fimly  at 
their  post  during  the  whole  of  this  terrible  conflict,  I  feel  pleased  to 
bear  testimony,  with  few  exceptions,^o  the  gallantry  of  the  whole 
brigade.  They  fought  desperately ;  their  conduct  was  never  sur- 
passed. Fragments  of.  regiments  as  they  were,  they  moved  boldly 
upon  and  drove  before  them  the  crowded  lines  of  the  enemy  np  to 
their  cannon's  mouth,  and,  with  a  heroism  unsurpassed,  fired  upon 
their  gunners,  desperately  struggliog  before  yielding,  which  they 
had  never  been  forced  to  do  before. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  Gsptain  Turner,  commanding  the 
fifth  Texas  regiment;  Lieutenant . Colonel  Carter,  commanding  the 
fourth  Texas ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Work,  commanding  the  first  Texaa ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Buff,  cemmandiug  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  and 
Jiientenant  Colonel  Gary,  commanding  Hampton's  legion. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  WOFFORD, 
CUonel  comnumding  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OPICOLONEL  STAFFORD,  COMMANDING  SECOND 
LOUISIANA  BBIGADE. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Regiment  Louisiana  Volunteers,  I 
Camp  near  Part  Royal,  Va.^  January  21,   1863.      5 

Brigadier  General  William  B.  Taliaferro, 

Chmmanding  Jackson^s  Division:       , 

General  :    I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  t4  sabmit  the  following 
report.     The  brigade,  consisting  of  the   first,  second,  ninth,  tenth, 
fifteenth,  and  Coppens'  battalion  Louisiana  volanteers,  reported  near 
Gordonsville,  on  or  abont  the  12th  August,  1862,  and  was  assigned 
to  dutj  in  the  division  of  Major  General  T.  J.  Jackson.     Being  the 
fienior  colonel  in  the  brigade,  the  ^mmand  devolved  upon  me.     f  had 
comnaand  but  one  week,  when  Brigadier   General   W.  E.  Starke  re- 
ported foi'  duty  and  took  command.  .   Shortly  after  Brigadier  General 
Starke's  arrival,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  and  continued  it  until 
we  reached  the  ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  near  Brandy  Station,  on 
or  about  the  SIst  August,  at  which  period   we   found  the  enemy 
strongly  posted  on  the  opposite  bank.     On  the  morning  of  the  22nd 
we  resumed  the  march,  and  crossed  the   Rappahannock  at  Major's 
mill,  oil  Hazel  fork,  on  the  25th  ;  passed  through  Thoroughfare  Gap 
on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  and  reached  Manassas  the   same  day. 
That  night  we  fell  back,  and  took  position  near  the  little  farm  called 
Grioveton.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  appearing  in 
sight,  we  formed  our  line  of  battle  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlooking 
Groveton,  and  awaited   his   attack.     The   battle  commenced  at  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  lasted  until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  resulting  in  the 
repulse  of  the  enemy,  we  holding  the  battle-ground.     In  this  engage- 
ment, the  Brigadier  General  commanding  the  division  receiving  a 
severe  wound,  the  command  of  the  division  devolved  upon  Brigadier 
General  W.  £.  Starke,  and  the  command  of  the  brigade  fell  upon  me. 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  being  in  reserve,  we  were  not  thrown 
forward  until  about  twelve  o'clock,  at  which  time  we  received  an  order 
to  charge.     Driviog  the  enemy  before  us,  we  again  fell  back  to  our 
position,  Remaining  in  it  during  the  night.     Oa  the  morning  of  the 
SUth,  Brigadier  General  W.  E.  Starke  ordered  me  to  send  half  of  one 
of  my  regiments  forward  and  occupy  the  railroad  cut  as  a  point  of 
observation,  to  be  held  at  all  hazards.     About   eight  o'clock,  in  the 
morning,  the  en^my  commenced  throwing   forward   large  bodies  of 
skirmishers  into  the  woods  on  our  left,  who  quickly  formed  themselves 
into  regiments  and  moved  forward  by  brigade  to  the  attack,  and  mass- 
ing a  large  body  of  troops  at  this  point,  with  the  evident  design  of 
forcing  us  from  our  position.     They   made  repeated  charges  on  us 
while  m  this  position,  but  were  compelled  to  retire  in  confusion,  bus* 
taming  heavy  loss  and  gaining  nothing.     It  was  at  this  point  that  the 
ammunition  of  the  brigade  gave  out ;  the  men  procured  some  from 
the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades,  but  the  supply  was  not  sufficient 
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and,  in  the  absence  of  ammnnitioii,  the  men  fought  with  rooha  and 
held  their  position.     The  enemy  retreated,  and  we  pressed  forward  to 
the  turnpike  ro&d»  there  halted  and  camped  for  the  lught.     0&  th.e 
31st  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and,  on  the   Ist  of  September,  at 
Ghantillj,  we  again  met  the  enemy  and  repulsed  them.     We  resumed 
our  line  of   march  ;    passed   through   Dranesville  and   Leesburg ; 
crossed  the  Potomac  on  the  5th  September,  passed  through  Frederick 
City,  Maryland,  and  camped  two  miles  beyond.     Becrossed  the  Poto- 
mac on  the  11th  of  September  at  Williamsport,  passed  through  Mar- 
tijDsburg,  thence  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  took  part  in  the  reduction  of 
•that  place.     Crossed  the  Potomac  at  Shepherdstown   on  the  16th  of 
^September,  and  the  same  evening  formed  line  of  battle,  slept  on  oar 
.arms  and  in  position,  near   Sharpsburg,  Maryland.     [Early   on  the 
'morning  of  the   17th   the   engagement  became  general,  continuing 
'throughout  the  day,  the  brigade  sustaining  its  part.     It  was  in   this 
battle  that  Brigadier  General  W.  £  Starke  fell,  while  gallantly  lead- 
iing  his  command.     Remained  in  line  of  battle  all  night  of  the  17th  ; 
remained  in  position  on  the  day  of  the  18th;  recrossed  the  Potomac, 
*near  Shepherdstown,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th;  held  in  reserve  on 
'the  20th  ;  went  into  camp,  near  Martinsbuig,  on  the  Slst;  remained 
.in  camp  until  the  28th,  and  moved  to  Bunker  Hill  on  or  about  the 
5th  of  October.     My  command,  the  ninth  regiment  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, was  transferred  from  Starke's  brigade  to  that  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  Harry  T.  Hays.     No  report  of  casualties  has  been 
received  from   Coppen's   battalion.    Captain    Raine's    and    Captain 
Brockenbrough's  batteries.     Enclosed  find  list  of  casualties  of  the 
'first,  second,  ninth,  tenth  and  fifteenth  regiments  Louisiana  volun- 
teers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  STAFFORD, 
Cohnd  commanding  Srigcde. 
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REPORT    OF    COLONEL    McRA.E,     COMMANDING    GAB- 
LAND'S  BRIGADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SQARPSBURG. 

Headquarters  Garland's  Brigade,  Oct.  30,  1862. 

Major  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  the  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  ITtfa  September,  near  Sbarpsburg: 

The  brigade  was  moved  from  its  position  on  the  Hagerstown  road 
to  the  support  of  Colqoitt's,  which  wasT  then  about  engfi^ing  the 
enemy  on  our  left  and  front.  This  was  about  ten  o'clock.  We  morcd 
by  the  2eft  flank  until  we  reached  a  point  near  the  woods  ;  where  line 
of  battle  was  formed  and  the  advance  begun.  Some  confusion  ensucci 
from  conflicting  orders.  When  the  brigade  crossed  the  fence  it  was 
halted  and  formed  and  again  advanced.  Coming  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
the  firing  was  commenced  steadily,  with  good  will  and  from  an  excel- 
lent position.  But,  unaccountably  to  me,  an  order  was  given  to  cease 
firing,  that  General  Ripley's  brigade  was  in  front.  This  produced 
great  confusion,  and,  in  the  midst  of  it,  a  force  of  the  enemy  appear- 
ing on  the  right,  it  commenced  to  break  and  a  general  panic  ensued. 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  field  and  most  of  the  company  officers  exerted 
themselves  to  allay  it.  The  troops  left  the  field  in  confusion,  the 
field  officers,  company  ofiicers  and  myself  bringing  up  the  rear.  Sub- 
sequently several  portions  of  the  brigade,  under  Colonel  Iverson, 
C.aptain  Garnett  and  others,  were  rallied  and  brought  into  action, 
rendering  useful  service.  I  refer  to  their  general  reports  for  this 
conduct. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  F.  McKAE, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  PENDLETON,  COMMANDING 
STARKE'S  BRIGADE,  OF  OPERATIONS  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

Headquarters  Starke's  BRrcADS,      I 
Camp  near  Martinsburg^  October  20,  186S.  } 

Lieutenant  Mann  Page, 

A.  A.  A,  General  First  THvision^  Jackson^s  Corps  : 

Lieutenant:  Id  obedience  to  the  order  of  Lieaten^tnt  General 
Jackson,  requiring  of  brigade  commanders  reports  of  the  participa- 
tion of  their  commands  in  the  late  engagements  with  the  eoemj,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  brigade  in  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  immediate 
following  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  Maryland: 

Ilaviiig  marched  from  Martinsbu'rg  about  dawn  on  the  morning  of 
the   13th    September,  we   reached   the   vicinity  of  Bolivar    Heights, 
where  the  enemy  was  strongly  entrenched,  shortly  after  noon  on  the 
same  d^  and  bivouacked  on  the  Charlestown  road,  just  beyond  th« 
range  of  his  guns,  until  two  o'clock  the  next  day.     At  that  hour  we 
were  ordered  to  move  by  an   unfreqnentented  road,  to  our  left  and 
almost  at  right  angles  with  the  Charlestown  road,  to  a  position  nearer 
the  Potomac,  supporting  the  Baltimore  battery  of  light  artillery,  cotn- 
manded  by  Captain  Brockenbrough  and   attached  to  this  brigade^ 
which  opened  upon  the  enemy  and  continued  its  fire  until  dark,  the 
enemy  responding,  but  without  damage  to  us.     At  8  o'clock,  P.  M., 
when  darkness  entirely  concealed  the  movement,  we  were  ordered  to 
move  forward  in  close   proximity  to  the  Potomac  and  within  close 
range  of  the  enemy's  artillery;    in  obedience  to  which  order,  we 
silently  occupied  a  wooded  ridge  overlooking  the  river  and  along  the 
erest  of  which  a  road  leads  directly  to  the  enemy's  fortified  position. 
'  The  brigade  being  formed  in  line  across  and  at  right  angles  with  the 
course  of  the  ridge,  we   lay  upon  our  arms  till  nearly  daylight — the 
quietude  of  the  night  being  unbroken  save  by  a  sharp  musketry  fire  of  a 
few  minuteis  duration  in  front  of  our  right  and  a  few  hundred  yards  dis- 
tant, which  proved  to  have  occurred   between  two  regiments  of  the 
enemy  on  picket  duty,  who  had  mutually  mistaken  each  other  for  foes. 
Shortly  before  dawn  we  resumed  our  position  of  the  evening  before, 
again  supporting  the  Baltimore  battery,  which  reopened  its  fire  and 
delivered  a  few  telling  shots,  some  of  them,  I  regret  to  say,  after  the 
besieged  hoisted  the  white  flag.     It  is  but  justice,  however,  'to  add 
that  from  the  position  we  occupied  the  flag  was  imperceptible,  nor 
were  we  aware  of  the  surrender-  until  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Major  General  commanding  directing  a  cessation  of  the  fire. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  not  a  single  casualty  of 
any  kind  is  to  be  reported  in  this  brigade  on  that  occasion,  althoagli 
the  result  tit  as  so  glorious  to  our  arms. 
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86S 
Battle  or  Sharpsburg. 

HftTing  previously  cooked  two  days*  rations,  wo  left  our  bivouatJ, 
near  Bolivar  Heights,  on  Tae9(]ay,  the  16th  September,  at  two  ant)- a- 
half  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  took  up  t&e  line  of  march  by  way  of  Shop- 
herdstown,  again  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  halted  about  noon  in  the 
vicinity  and  to  the  southwest  of  the  town  of  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  where 
we  rested  in  line  of  battle  till  near  sunset,  at  which  time  we  resumed 
our  line  of  march,  and  moved  forward  about  a  mile  to  take  the  position 
assigned^  to  U9  on  the  extreme  left,  preparatory  to  the  anticipated 
combat  of  the  next  morning.  In  doing  so  we  encountered  the  shells 
from  three  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  had  the  misfortune,  about 
dark,  to  lose  several  of  our  number,  amongst  whom  was  the  gallant 
young  Gordon,  lieutenant  in  the  ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  and  acting 
assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade,  who  was  killed  by  a  shell, 
which  cut  off  both  his  legs  at  the  thigh. 

Under  command  of  Brigadier  General  Starke,  who  remained  with 
Q8  constantly,  we  lay  upon  our  arms  all  night,  throwing*  out  a  line  of 
skirmishers  in  front  and  to  the  left.  During  the  early  psrt  of  the 
night  we  were  much  disturbed  by  several  of  the  enemy^s  batteries, 
which,  crjDssing  their  fire,  cut  the  tree  tops  over  our  heads,  #ad  our 
rest  was  broken  at  intervals  during  the  whole  night  by  occasional  and 
spirited  firing  between  the  skirmishers.  At  the  break  of  day  on  the  17th, 
the  artillery  reopened,  and  the  rapidly  increasing  rattle  of  musketry 
notified  us  of  the  commencement  of  the  general  engagement  with  a  foe 
vastly  superior  to  us  in  numbers  and  confident  of  an  easy  victory. 
Oar  men,  although  much  worn  down  with  long  and  rapid  marches  and 
but  recently  from  the  bloody  field  of  Manassas,  were  again  ready  to 
meet  our  boastful  enemy  with  undaunted  front,  and  when,  at  seven 
o'clock.  A,  M.,  the  order  <•  forward'*  was  given,  it  was  heard  with 
enthuRiasm  and  obeyed  with  alacrity  from  one  end  of  the  brigade  to 
the  other.  We  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the  woods  in  which  we 
had  rested  during  the  night,  when  we  found  ourselves  face  to  face 
with  the  enemy,  heavily  massed  and  within  close  musket  range.  Still^, 
we  charged  forward  in  the  face  of  a  murderous  fire,  whjch  thinned 
our  ranks  at  every  step,  until  our  progress  was  arrested  by  a  lane,  on 
either  side  of  which  was  a  high  staked  fence,  stretching  along  our 
whole  front,  to  pass  which,  under  the  circumstances,  was  an  impossi- 
bility. The  men,  being  formed  along  this  fence,  kept  up  an  accurate 
and  well  sustained  fire,  which  visibly  told  upon  the  enemy's  ranks, 
snd  although  we  suffered  greatly  as  well  from  musketry  in  front  as 
from  a  battery  on  our  left,  which  enfiladed  us  with  grape  and  canister^ 
still  not  a  man  was  seen  to  flinch  from  the  conflict.  By  some  mistake 
or  misapprehension,  the  troops  which  were  intended,  as  I  have  since 
been  informed,  to  support  us  on  the  left,  failed  to  get  in  position  as  early 
u  was  expected,  and,  our  left  being  unprotected,  we  were  about  to  be 
outflanked,  when  the  order  to  retire  was  given  and  obeyed — the  men 
withdrawing  in  tolerable  order  and  fighting  as  they  fell  back.  It  was 
in  this  early  part  of  tho  engagement  that  our  brave  and  chivalric 
leader,  Brigadier  Qeneral  William  E.  Starke,  loved  and  honored  by 
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every  man  under  his  command,  fell«  pierced  hj  three  minie  balls, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in  a  djing  conditioiv»  snrriring  his 
woonds  but  an  hour. 

The  enemy,  flushed  with  their  supposed  success  in  the  first  OBset, 
rent  the  sir  with  shouts  and  pressed  upon  us  with  redoubled  energy. 
Their  exultation,  however,  was  but  short-lived.  The  command  of  the 
brigade  having  devolved  upon  Colonel  L.  A.  Stafford,  of  the  ninth 
Louisiana,  he  lost  no  time  in  reforming  our  somewhat  disordered  line, 
when,  other  troops  coming  to  our  support,  we  gathered  our  strength 
for  a  freeh  charge  upon  the  rapidly  advancing  and  exulting  foe,  and, 
with  a  determination  to  win  or  die,  hurled  ourselves  againsHiis  lines 
with  an  impetus  which  first  staggered,  then  drove  him  flying  from  the 
field,  and  leaviog  behind  him  hundreds  of  his  dead  and  wounded. 
The  enemy  being  thus  completely  repulsed  on  his  right,  did  not  again 
offer  to  renew  the  combat  on  that  portion  of  his  lines  during  the  day. 
Later  in  the  day  the  brigade  was  again  called  out  to  support  a  bat* 
tery,  when,  in  consequence  of  a  severe  contusion  of  the  foot  received 
by  Colonel  Stafford  early  in  the  action,  which  prevented  his  taking  the 
field,  the  command  devolved  upon  the  undersigned.  Those  who  had 
passed  unharmed  through  the  severe  conflict  of  the  morning  evince<l 
again  liieir  readiness  to  meet  the  foe  by  promptly  taking  the  field, 
though  they  were  not  again  called  upon  to  fire  a  gun. 

I  beg  leave  to.  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  gallantry  and  fear- 
lessness displayed  by  Colonel  L.  A.  Stafford,  of  the  ninth  Louisiana 
regiment,  who  commanded  the  brigade  in  the  morning.  Colonel  J. 
M.  Williams,  commanding  the  second  Louisiana  regiment,  was  severely 
wounded  by  a  minie  ball,  which  passed  through  his  chest,  whilst  gal- 
lantly leading  his  regiment  in  the  first  charge.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
M.  Nolan,  of  the  first  Louisiana,  painfully  wounded  in  the  leg, 
remained  at  his  post  during  the  fight,  commanding  his  regiment  with 
coolness  and  bravery.  Tho  tenth  Louisiana  was  commanded  in  the 
^iigftg^Oftent  by  Captain  Henry  D.  Morrill,  who  faithfully  discharged 
the  duty  devolved  upon  him.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fa<$t  that  not  a  single 
field  officer  in  the  brigade,  who  was  on  duty  on  that  day,  escaped 
untouched.  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  with  only  a  alight  contusion 
of  the  ankle  from  a  spherical  case  shot  which  passed  between  my  feet. 
When  all  did  their  duty  so  heroically,  it  would  seem  almost  invidious  to 
mention  particular  names ;  but,%n  some  other  occasion  which  shall  seem 
opportune,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  mention  the  names  of  those 
officers  who  merit  special  notice.  A  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  composing  this  brigade  has  been  heretofore  fur* 
nished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMOND  PENDLETON, 
Colonel  Fifteenth  Louisiana  Begiment^  comfnanding  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON  OF  BATTLE  OF  BAPPA- 
HANNGCK  STATION. 

Headquarters  Artillert  Corps,  Right  Wihg,  ) 
Department  Northern    Virginia^  August  85,  186i.      J 

•Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  io  obedienoe  to  aa  0f4er 
reoeiyed  from  Major  General  Longstreet,  on  the  evening  of  the  Siad 
instant,  accompanied  by  Major  J.  J.  Garnett,  chief  of  artillery  on  the 
staff  of  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones,  and  Captain  CW.  Squiers^ 
comcGanding  the  first  company  of  Washington  artillery,  I  made  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Beverly's  ford  and  Rappahannock  Station,  on  the  Rappahannock 
river,  if  ith  the  view,  as  instructed,  to  place  the  long-range  gnns 
nnder  my  command  in  position  to  open  upon  the  enemy's  batteries 
early  on  the  following  morning. 

iiavtng,  daring  the  night,  made  all  necessary  preparatron,  at  day* 
break,  on  the  morning  of  the  2drd,  I  placed  in  position  on  the  left,  at 
Beverly's  ford.  Captain  Miller's  battery,  Washington  artillery,  fo«r 
light  twelve- pounder  Napoleon  gone;  a  section  of  two  ten-pounder 
ParrottguDS,  under  Captain  Rogers,  and  one  ten-pounder  Parrotc 
gnn,  under  Captain  Anderson;  and  on  the  hill  in  front  of  General 
D.  R.  Jones'  headquarters,  on  the  right,  Captaia  Sqoiers'  battery 
Washington  artillery',  four  three-inch  rifles  ;  Captain  iStribling's  bat- 
tery, one  three-inch  rifle  and  three  light  twelve  ponnder  Napoleon 
gnna;  a  section  of  Captain  Chapman's  battery,  one  three-inch  rifle 
and  one  light  twelve-pounder  Napoleon  gun,  under  Lieutenant. 
Chapman ;  and  two  Blakely  guns  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery,  under* 
Lieutenant  Ijandry.  .  The  heavy  fog  prevailing  obseured  the- opposite 
bank  of  xhe  river  and  the  enemy's  positions  entirely  from  .view  until 
about  six  o'clock.  A,  M.,  at  which  hour,  the  sun  having  partially 
dispelled  the  fog,  I  opened  fire  from  Captain  Miller's  battery' upoH.  a 
battery  of  long-range  guns  of  the  enemy,  directly,  in  front,  at  a 
range  of  about  one  thousand  yards.  By  previous  arrangement,  the- 
batteries  on  the  right  and  left  of  Captain  Millers  position  •immedi-.> 
ately  opened,  and  the  fire  became  gen  Aral  along  the  line.  We  had 
not  long  to  wait  for  the  response  of  the  enemy,  he  immediately  open* 
ing  upon  all  our  positions  a  rapid  and  vigorous  fire  from  all  his  bat*<. 
teries,  some  in  positions  until  then  undiscovered  by  us.  The  battery 
engaged  by  Captain  Miller  was  silenced  in  about  forty  minutes^  not* 
withstanding  the  long  range  guns  under  Captains  Rogers  and 
Andersot),  on  the  left,  had,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the 
engagement,  been  withdrawn  from  action  and  placed  under  shelter  of 
the  hill  on  which  they  had  been  posted,  thus  leaving  the  battery  of 
the  enemy,  which  it  was  intended  these  guns  should  engage,  free^to 
direct  against  Miller,  and  the  batteries  on  the  hill  on  the  right,  a 
most  destructive  enfilading  fire.  At  this  time  Captain  Miller  changed 
position  and  directed  his  fire  against  this  battery,  when  a  battery^  on 
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the  right  of  that  which  had  been  silenced,  opened  upon  him,  enb- 
jecting  him  to  a  cross  fire  and  causing  him  to4ose  heavily.in  men  and 
houses.     The  fire  was  continued  bj  Miller's  battery  alone  on  the  left 
until  seven  o'clock,  when,  after  consultation  with  General  Jones,  and 
the  firing  of  the  enemj  having  greatly  slackened,  I  ordered  him  to 
retire  by  half  battery,  which   was   handsomely  done,  in  good  order. 
At  this  time  Lieutenant  Brewer  fell,  mortally  wounded.     The  combat 
on  the  riji;ht  was  gallantly  fought  by  the  batteries  there  placed  in  po- 
Bttion.     Captain  Squters  assumed  command  of  that  part  of  the  field, 
and  won  for  himself  renewed  honors   by   the  handsome  manner  in 
which  he  handled  his  batteries,  and  for  the  good  judgment  and  cool- 
ness he  displayed  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  to  which  he  was 
subjected  during  four  hours,  without  intermis8i6n.     I  enclose  here- 
with Captain  Millet's  report  [A]  and  that  of  Captain  Squiers  [B]  (of 
the  operations  on  the  right)  for  reference  and  for  particulars,  to  which 
I  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  General  commanding.     The 
object  sought  to  be  obtained  by  this  engagement,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
was  folly  acq^omplished  by  driving  the  enemy  from  all  his  positiona 
before  nightfall,  and  causing  him  to  withdraw  froni  our  front  entirely 
d«ring  the  night.     I  have  to  lament  the  loss,  in  this  engagement,  of 
a  sealouB,  brave  and  most  efficient  officer  in   Lieutenant  Isaac  W. 
Brewer,  third  company  Washington  artillery,  who  fell  at  the  head  of 
his  section  at  the  moment  it.  was  being  withdrawn  from  the  field,  and 
of  many  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  .  The  officers  and 
men,  in  all  the  batteries  engaged,  are. deserving  the  highest  praise  for 
their  gallantry  upon  the  field.     The^  attention  of  the  General  oom- 
manding  is  respectfully  directed  to  those  named  particularly  in  the 
reports  of  Captains  Miller  and  Squiers.     Too  muck  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  to  Captain  Miller  and  his  brave  company  for  the  stubborn 
and  unflinching  manner  in  which  they  fought  the  enemy's  batteries, 
in  sueh  superior  force  and   position,  on   the   left,  and  to   Captains 
iiquiers  and  Stribling,  and  Lieutenants  Landry  ^and  Chapman,  on  the 
right.     I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Middleton,  of  Brigadier  Genend 
Drayton's  staff,  to  Lieutenant  Williams,  of  General  D.  B.  Jones'  staff, 
and  to  Lieutenant  VVilliam  M.  Owen,  adjutant  Washington  artillery^ 
uil  of  whom  were  constantly  with  me  under  fire  during  the  engage- 
ment, for  their  valuable  assistance  and  sealous,  fearless  conduct  on 
the  field.     There  are  none  mor^  brave  or  more  deserving  considera- 
tion than  these  gentlemen.    I  annex  a  list  of  casualties,  [C,]  and 
hate  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 
Colmd  and  Chief  of  ArtUkfy,  Righi  Wutg.^ 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON  OP  SECOND  BATTLE  OP 

MANASSAS. 

BbAB«C4BTBB8  BATTAumr  Washikoton  Artillert,  > 
November  SUth,  1868.         ) 

To  Major  G.  M.  Sorreix, 

Asaisrant  Adjutant  General,  Right  Wing,  A,  N.  V. : 

Major  :  I  have  the  hooor  to  transmit  the  followiog  report  of  tht 
operations  of  the  battslion  of  Wt^hiiigtOB  Artillerj,  of  New  Orleans, 
under  my  comniand/on  the  S9th,  dOth  and  Slst  August  last,  at  and 
after  the  second  battle  of  Manassas  : 

On  the  29tfa  August,  IS63,  the  four  batteries  composing  the  bat- 
talion  were  assigned  and  served  as  follows :  The  fourth  company,  con* 
sisting  of  two  six-pound  bronse-  guns,  and  two  twelve-pound  howit- 
zers,  under  Captain  D.  F.  Sshleman,  Lieutenants  Norcom^  Battles  and 
A|)i>s,  with  Pickett's  brigade ;  the  second  company,  with  two  six* 
pound  bronze  guns,  and  two  twelve-pound  howitzers,  under  G<tptnin 
Richardson,  Lieutenants  Hawes,  De  Russey  and  Britton,  with  Toombs' 
brigade;  the  first  company,  with  three  three-inch  rifle  guns,  under  Capt. 
C.  W.  Squiers,  Lieutenants  E.  Owens,  Oalbraith  and  Brown,  and  the 
third  o<Miipany,  with  four  light  twelve-pound  guns.  (Napoleon,)  under 
Captain  M  B.  Miller,  Lieutenants  McElroy  and  Hero,  in  reserve. 

About  noon,  on  the  29th,  the  (wo  batteries  in  reserve  having  >ialted 
near  the  village  of  Gainesville,  on  the  Warrenton  and  Ocntrovilie 
turnpike,  were  ordered  forward  by  General  Longstreet,  to  engage  the 
enemy  then  in  our  front,  and  near  the  village  of  Groveton.  Captains 
Miller  and  Squiers  at  onpe  proceeded  to  the  position  indicated  by  the 
General  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  Immediately 
in  Captain  Miller's  front,  he  discovered  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  dis^ 
t&nt  about  twelve  hundred  yards  Beyond  this  battery,  and  on  a  more 
elevated  position,  were  posted  the  enemy's  rifle  batteries.  He  opened 
upon  the  battery  nearest  him,  and,  after  a  spirited  eng^gemfut  of 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  completely  silenced,  it  and  compelled  it  to 
leave  the  field.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  enemy'p  rifle 
batteries,  and  engaged  them  nntil,  having  eichausted  his  ammunition, 
ha  retired  from  the  field. 

Captain  i^quiers,  on  reaching  his  position  on  the  left  of  Captain 
Miller's  battery,  at  once  opened  with  his  usual  accuracy  upon  this  en- 
emy's batteries/  Unfortunately,  after  the  first  fire,  one  cf  his  guns, 
having  become  disabled  by  the  blowing  out  of  the  bushing  of  the  vent, 
was  sent  from  the  field.  Captain  Squiers  then  placed  the  remaining 
seetion  of  his  battery  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Owen,  and  rode 
to  the  left  to  place  additional  guns  (that  had  been  sent  forward  to  his 
assistance)  in  position.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  infantry  were  en- 
gaged by  the  forces  on  the  left  of  the  position  occupied  by  our  batte- 
rieSi  and,  while  the  enemy  retreated  in  confusion  before  the  charge  of 
our  veterans,  the  sectiMi  under  Lieutenant  Owen  poured  a  destructtra 
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fire  iBto  ttieir  affrighted  ranks.  Sepree  vere  seen  to  faH,  nntil  finally 
t}ie  once  beautiful  line  melted  eonfaacdly  into  the  woods.  The  en- 
etny's  artillery  having  withdrawn  beyona  our  range,  the  section  was 
ordered  from  the  field.  Both  batteries,  the  first  and  third,  in  this  ac- 
tion, folly  maintained  their  well'-earned  reputation  for  skillful  prac- 
tice and  gallant  behaTior.  With  this  duel  ended  the  operations  on  the 
left  of  our  line  for  the  day*. 

The  next  morning,  30th  August,  the  second  company,  C^Lptain  J. 
B.  lliohardson,  wsa  ordered  forward  from  its  positron  on  the  Manas- 
sas Gap  railroad  to  join  its  brigade,  (Toombs',)  then  moving  forward 
towards  the  enemy.  Captain  Richardson  pushed  forward  until,  arriv- 
ing near  the  Ghinn  bouse,  he  was  informed  that  our  infantry  had 
charged  and  taken  a  battery  near  that  position,  but,  owing  to  heavy 
reinforcements  thrown  forward  by  the  enemy,  were  unable  to  hold  iz 
without  the  assistance  of  artillerj.  He  immediately  took  position  on 
the  left  of  the  Ghinn  house  and  opened  on  the  enemy,  who  were  ad- 
vancing, .  rapidly,  in  large  '  numbers.  After  firing  a  short  time,  he 
moved  his  battery  forward  about  four  hundred  yards,  and  succeeded 
in  holding  the  captured  battery  of  four  Napoleons,  forcing  the  enemy 
back  and  compelling  a  battery  immediately  in  his  front,  and  which 
wasannojying  greatly  our  infantry,  to  retire^  He  then  turned  the 
captured  guns  upon  their  late  owners,  and  at  night  brought  them 
from  the  field,  with  their  horses  and  harness. 
■  Captain  Richardson,  in  his  report,  makes  special  mention  for  gal- 
lantry of  privates  J.  B.  Cleveland'  and  W.  W.  Davis,  who  were  the 
first  to  reach  the  captured  battery,  %nd,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
infantry,  fired  nearly  twenty-five  rounds  before  being  relieved  by  their 
comrades.  Lieutenant  Hawes  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  (furin^ 
this  battle. 

.  While  Richardson,  with  the  second,  was  doing  such  gallant  service 
near  the  Chinn  house,  Eshleman,  with  the  fourth,  with  his  short-range 
guns,  was  doing  good  work  in  the  same  neighborhood.  EoUowing 
bis  brigade,  (Pickett's,)  he  shelled  the  woods  in  their  f^ont,  while  they 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  against  the  enemy,  whose  skirmishers  were 
seen  on  thc^edge  of  the  wood.  Finding  it  w:>uld  be  impracticable  to  ' 
follow.the  brigade,  owing  to  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  he  passed 
rapidly  to  the  right  and  front,  going  into  b&ttery  and  firing  from  every 
elevated  position  from  which  he  could  enfilade  the  enemy,  until  he  had 
passed  entirely  to  tbe  right  of  General  Jones'  position.  He  now  held 
a  most  desirable  position,  (overlooking  nearly  the  whole  space  in  front 
of  the  Ghinn  house,)  from  which  his  shells  fell  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy  with  great  execution.  A  persistent  attack  on  the  front  and 
flank  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the  woods,  and  now  the  immense  .clouds 
of  dust  rising  from  the  Centreville  road  indicated  that  he  was  in  full 
retreat.  He  was  directed  by  General  D.  R.  Jones  to  move  forward 
.  and  shell  the  wood  and  road,  which  he  continued  to  do  until  directed 
by  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  to  send  a  section  of  his  battery  to  the  hills 
in  front  of  the  Conrad  house,  to  fii«  into  a  column  of  cavalry  advanc- 
ing in  his  rear.  The  sfsotion  under  Lieateaa&t  Noroom  was  detached, 
took  position  on  tbe  left  of  the  Gonrad  house,  and  fired  into  Uie 
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«a«my  antil  directed  to  eeafte  bj  OeaersI  Siaart,  his  ol>ject  having 
been  accomplished. 

.  .Xh^  remttifUDg  aection  of  the  battery,  under  Lient.  Battles,  was: 
then  ordered  by  Captain  Eableoiaii  aproas  the  Sudley  road,  firing  as 
it  advanced,  into  the  retreating  eoeoiy.  At  this  time,  Captain  Esbie* 
man's  only  support  was  one  companj^f  sixty  men  of  General  Jen- 
kins' sbarp&hooters,  under  Captain  Lee.  After  a  short  interval,  the 
eneny  again  appeared  in  force  near  the  edge  of  the  wood.  Giptain 
£.  immediately  changed  his  front  to  the  left  and  poured  into  the  en-, 
emy's  ranks  twj  roands  of  canister,  with  deadly  effect.  Those  not 
killed  or  wounded  run  in  disorder.  After  throwing  a  few  shells  into 
the  wooiis.  Captain  £  retired  aboat  two  hundred  yards  to  the  rear, 
being  unwilling  to  risk  his  section  with  such  a  meagre  support. 

In  a  few  minutes  an  order  was  brought  from  General  Stuart  di-. 
reeting  the  section  to.  be  brought  again  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Conrad 
hou^e.  It  was  now  dark,  and  Captain  E.  kept  up,  from  this  last  po- 
aitiun,  a  moderate  fire  until  nine  o*clock,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Centrevillo  road,  when  he  was  directed  to  retire,  with  Lieutenant 
Korcom^s  section,  that  had  joined  him  on  the  fiold,  and  rest  his  men. 

Captain  Eshleman,  in  his  report,  applauds  highly  theconduot  of  hia 
officer^*,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  to  whose  coolness  and 
judgment  he  was  indebted  for  the  rapid  evolutions  of  his  battery  and 
preeihion  of  his  Sris. 

The  next  day,  August  31, 186'^,  Lieutenant  Owen,  with  two  guns  of 
the  first  company,  accompanied  General  Stuart,  commanding  cavalry, 
-  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  and  beyond  Germantown.     They  came  up 
with  the  enemy  at  several  point<«,  driving  him  ahead  of  them  and  cap- 
turing five  hundred  prisoners. 

Captain  Sq^iiers,  on  the  same  day,  with  one  gun,  accompanied  Col« 
pneliiosser  to  Manassas,  going  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  capturing  a 
large  amount  of  stores,  (quartermasters'  and  surgical,)  ambulances, 
forties,  &;c 

Mj  ca8ualti|p  in  this  battle  were  one  killed,  private  H.  N.  White, 
<»f  second  company,  and  nine  wounded. 

Thus  ended  the  operations  of  this  battalion  in  this  great  second  bat- 
tle of  Manassas,  fought  almost  on  the  same  ground  and  in  sight  of 
the  field  whore  our  guns  first  pealed  forth  a  little  more  than  a  year 
before. 

I  hayethe  satisfaction,  in  conclusion,  to  say,  that  all  the  officers 
and.  men  gave,  in  this  important  battle,  renewed  evidence  of  their  de- 
yotion,  jadgme«it,  and  cool  bravery,  in  most  trying  positions.  1  o 
eulogy  of  mine  can  add  to  the  reputation  they  so  worthily  enjoy, 
earned  upon  bloody  fields. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Owen,  mj  always  de- 
voted and  brave  adjutant,  for  distinguished  services  under  fire,  and  to 
Coi  I  -Sergeant  Montgomery,  whom  I  detailed  to  assist  me  on  the  sev- 
tral  diiys,  for  cool  bravery  and  gallant  deportment  in  carrying  orders 
in  UnGii  of.  the  eneny,  during  the  first  and  second  days. 
I  hft.e  the  honoi  to.be,  your  obedient  servant, 

'        0  J.  B.  WALTON,  Cbfone/  cmmanding. 
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REIORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHAKPS- 

BUEG. 

# 
Headquarters  Battalion  Washington  Artiixert,  # 

December  4,  1&62.  j 

To  Major  G.  M.  Sorrel, 

A.  A,  General  R^hi  fVing^  Army  Nctthem  Virginia  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sobrait  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  seTorsl  batteries  composing  the  battalion  of  Washington 
artillery,  nnder  my  command,  in  the  engagements  before  Sharpabiirg, 
Maryland,  on  the  16th  and  17th  September  last: 

On  the  15th  September,  186S,  the  battalion,  attached  to  the  right 
wing  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  reached  Sharpsburg,  Mary- 
land. Here  a  line  of  battle  was  forlned,  with  the  Antietam  i&  oar 
front,  where  the  forces  under  Generals  Leo  and  Longstreet  awnited 
the  approach  of  McCIellan's  army. 

The  fonr  companies  of  this  battalion  were  posted  on  the  line  as 
follows ;  the  first  company.  Captain  0.  W.  Squiers,  Liontenants  B, 
Owen,  Galbraith  and  Brown,  with  two  three-inch  rifles  and  two  ten* 
pounder  Parrott  guns,  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  running  through 
the  centre,  and  to  the  front  of  the  town  ;  the  third  company,  Cap* 
tain  M.  B.  Miller,  Lieutenants  McEiroy  and  Hero,  with  four  twel?e- 
pounder  Napoleon^  to  the  right  of  Captain  Squiers ;  to  the  right  of 
Captain  Miller,  across  a  ravine  and  in  an  orchard  in  front  of  General 
D.  R.  Jones'  position,  were  placed  the  second  company,  Captain  J. 
B.  Richardson,  Lieutenants  Hawea,  Britton  and  De  Rusaey,  with  tvir 
Napoleons  and  two  twelve  poonderhowitzer8;and  the  fourth  company, 
Captain  B.  F.  Eshleman,  Lieutenants  Norcom,  Battles  and  Appa,  with 
two  six-pounder  bronse  guns  and  two  twelve-pounder  ^witzers. 

During  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  acroaa  &» 
Antietam,  and  opened  upon  our  lines  with  his  long-range  batteries. 
We  did  not  reply,  our  guns  not  being  able  to  reach  his  position. 

The  next  morning,  (16th,)  the  enemy  having  planted  some  batteries 
nearer  our  position  and  becoming  annoying,  1  ordered  tho  batteries 
to  open  all  along  our  line,  and  enzaged  him  in  an  artillery  duel.  This 
commenced  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M .,  and  ended  at  twenty  minutes  to 
twelve,  a  period  of  forty  minutea ;  aome  of  his  batteries  were  silenced, 
Others  we  could  not  reach,  and  having  no  ammunition  to  spare,  we 
ceased  firing,  by  order  of  General  Longstreet,  and  drew  the  guns  uii* 
der  cover  of  the  hill. 

Captain' Squiers'  battery  of  rifles  was  the  only  one  of  the  battalion 
engaged  in  this  conflict.  Shortly  after  this,  firing  ceased.  Captain 
Richardson,  having  been  placed  in  a  position  to  watch  the  bridge  on 
the  Antietam,  in  front  of  General  Toombs'  brigade,  with  hie  two 
Napoleons,  opened  fire  with  one  gun  apon  a  ooliunn  of  the  enemy,  to 
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tht  Ml  of  Ibe  bridge.    After  firing  five  roandB^  they  retired  out  of  hie 
range. 

Oh  the  morning  of  the  17th  September,  our  batteries  still  remain- 
ing in  the  positions  of  the  day  before,  the  enemy  crossed  large  bodies 
of  infantry  in  front  of  Osptain  Sqniers'  position.  They  also  opened 
their  batteries  npon  him.  Paying  .little  attention  to  the  artillery 
practice  of  the  enemy,  he  quietly  awaited  the  advance  of  his  infantry 
snd  ooneentratel  his  fire  upon  them,  and  sncceeded  in  driving  them 
from  view ;  he  then  withdrew  his  guns  and  allowed  the  batteries  of 
the  eaemy  to  expend  much  unmnnition.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  ene- 
my advanced  one  regiment  of  infantry.  Captain  Squiers  then  turned 
^  nil  hia  gnns  and  those  of  Garden's  battery  upon  him,  which  drove  him 
back  ;  he  rallied  a  second  time,  but  again  he  was  driven  behind  his  hill; 
here  be  was  reinforced  and  advanced  again  ;  he  was  again  broken,  but 
rallied  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries,  from  which  position 
lie  deployed  skirmishers  and  annoyed  our  men  with  the  bullets  of  his 
sharpshooters.  He  agaiij  sounded  the  charge,  and  advanced  within 
canister  range ;  we  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  him,  he  broke  and  our 
supports,  under  General  Oarnett,  charged  him.  Being  nearly  out  of 
a^mmonition,  Captain  Squiers  withdrew  his  battery  to  refill  Ifis  chests. 

One  ten-pounder  Parrott  gun,  under  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  after*- 
irards  engaged  the  enemy  on  our  right  until  dark ;  the  other  ten* 
ponnder  Parrott  was  disabled  during  the  action  and  sent  from  the.field* 

During  the  action  Captain  Squiers  was  deprived  of  the  valuable- 
aervices  of  Lieutenant  E.  Owen,  who  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a 
piece  of  shell,  while  acting  with  his  usual  gallantry  with  his  guns. 
Captain  Squiers,  in  his  report,  compliments  highly  his  Lieutenant! • 
Owen,  Oalbraith  and  Brown,  who  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  action, 
nnd  proved  themselves  brave  and  efficient  officers,  worthy^ieaders  of 
l»rave  men. 

Sergeant-major  C.  L.  C.  Bupuy  went  into  action  with  this  battery 
and  did  good  service.  At  quarter  past  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Captain 
Miller's  battery  of  four  Napoleons  was  ordered  from  its  original  posi« 
tion  to  a  point  to  the  left  of  the  main  road  and  near  our  centre.  Here- 
Captaia  Miller  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  General  Longstreet^ 
-who  assigned  him  a  position.  He  immediately  opened  upon  the  enemy's 
infantry,  who  were  advancing  upon  our  left  and  frpnt.  Here  he  suffered 
considerably  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters^,  losing  two- 
of  his  gunners  and  several  of  his  cannoneers  wounded,  when,  ascer^ 
tainittg  that  the  enemy  was  beyond  effective  range,  he  was  ordered  by 
General  Longstreet  to  cease  firing  and  go  under  cover.  Here  he  re* 
niained  twenty  minutes,  when,  the  enemy  again  advancing,  he  ordered 
Ilia  iMittery  again  into  position.  Lieutenant  Hero  having  been 
wounded,  and  Lieutenant  McElroy  having  been  left  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  right.  Captain  Miller  found  himself 
the  only  officer  with  his  company,  and,  having  barely  men  enough  left  to» 
work, a  section  effectively,  he  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  two  pieceSi; 
wiiii  splendid  effect.  After  an  liction  bf  half  an  hour,  he  removed 
bis  aeotioii  to  a  more  advantageous  position,  an  hundred  yards  to  the» 
fronl  aiid  right,  pli^ing  the  remaining  sectiion  under  Sergeant  EUis^ 
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directing  him  to  take  it  completely  under  cover.  He  then  continiiel 
the  action  until  ammuniMon  was  nearly  exhausted,  when  Serge&nt 
£1118  brought  up  one  of  the  remaining  caissons. 
•  The  enemy  had  made  two  determined  attempts  to  force  onr  line,  and 
liad  been  twice  signaHy  repulsed.;  they  were  now  advancing  the  third 
time  and  were  within  canister  rty^ge,  when  Sergeant  Ellis,  who  bad 
succeeded  in  rallying  some  inftintry  to  his  assistance,  brought  one  of  the 
guns  of  his  section  into  action  on  Miller^s  left  and  gave  them  canis- 
ter, with  terrible  effect.  The  three  guns  succeeded  in  checking  the 
enemy's  advance  and  remained  in  action  until  the  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  when  they  were  retired  to  be  refilled. 

After  procuring  the  required  ammunition^  Captain  Miller  was  re«  « 
turning  to  his  former  position,  when  he  was  directed  by  General  Lee 
to  an  elevated  and  commanding  position  on  Hhe  right  and  rear' of  the 
town,  wher^  General  A.  P.  Hill  had  but  just  begun  his  attack.  Here  I 
"placed  bim  in  charge  of  the  guns  that  had  been  ordered  to  this  posi- 
tion, leaving  Lieutenant  McEiroy  to  comfiand  his  section,  and  he 
continued  the  fight  until  its  close  at  nightfall.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  bestowed  on  Captain  Miller  for  his  stubborn  defence  of  the  centre 
for  seveAil  hours;  to  Lieutenants  Hero  and  McElroy,  Sergeania 
Ellis,  13ier  (chief  artificer)  and  Dempsey,  (artificer,)  for  their  gallantry. 
This  part  of  the  action  was  under  the  immediate  eje  of  General 
Longstreet,  commanding,  and  his  staff,  who,  when  Captain  Miller's 
-cannoneers  were  exhausted,  dismounted  and  assisted  the  working  of 
•the  guns.  Captain  Miller  was  compelled,  owing  to  his  loss  in  horses^ 
to  leave  one  caisson  on  the  field ;  he  endeavored  to  bring  it  off  the 
•next  day,  but  it  was  deemed  unadvisable,  it  being  in  range  of  the 
f^nemy's  sharpshooters,  and  it  was  abandoned  and  subsequently  de- 
etrojed.  Captain  Richardson  engaged  the  enemy,  in  his  front,  with 
the  two  Napoleons  of  the  second  company,  until  one  o'clock,  P.  M.^ 
"when  one  of  the  guns  was  disabled  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  ikret 
batteries  that  had  been  playing  upon  him,  and  he  withdrew  through 
the  town  of  Sharpsburg  and  joined  his  section  of  howitzers  on  the 
Tight  and  rear.  Procuring  ammunition  and  replacing  his  disabled 
guns,  he  reported,  with  his  full  battery,  to  General  Toombs,  took 
position  on  the  right  and  began  filing  at  the  enemy's  infantry,  who, 
at  this  time,  had  crossed  the  bridge  and  were  advancing  in  large  force 
up  the  hill  to  his  left  and  finally  getting  out  of  his  range,  when  he 
retired  to  a  new  position.  I  afterwards  ordered  Captain  Richardson 
forward,  with  his  section  of  Napoleons  and  the  ten-pounder  Parrott 
gun  of  the  first  company,  under  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  to  the  position 
k>n'  the  right  near  the  guns  under  Miller,  when  he  opened  fire  and 
continued  in  action  until  the  close  of  the  engagement  at  nightfall. 

The  section  of  twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Lieutenants  Hawes 
and  DeRussey,  were  brought  forward  at  the  same  time  and  assigned  a 
position  by  General  Toombs  near  his  brigade.  Here  they  opened 
on  the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  five  hundred  yards,  and  continued 
firing  until  the  enemy  was  driven  out  of  range.  Lieutenant  J.  D. 
Britten  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  late  in  the  evening,  aflter  making 
Jumeelf  cooapieuoitt  daring  the  aotiM  lor  his  coolneMaiidapldierlj 
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hi&eriiig.     Captain  Riehardson,  in  bis  report;  ezpresses  Urnself  ev^ 
tirely  *fiatisfied  with  tho  conduct  of  his  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  ;  they  behaved  in  such  a.  manner  as  to  reflect  credit 
upon  the  "second,'*  and  the  corps  of  which  they  are  apart.     The 
**  fourth,"  under  Eshleman,  was  not  idle  during  this  eventful  day, 
when  the  battalion  was  so  actively  and  effectively  employed      About 
noon  on  the  17th,  lie  was  directed  by  G^eneral  Jones,  in  front  of  whose 
positioB  he  was  placed,  to  remove  his  battery  to  a  position  to  guard 
the  ford  below  the  bridge  held  by  General  Toombs.     The  battery  was 
placed  in  position  between  the  Blackford  house  and  the  ford,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  eneay,  who  were  crossing  in  force.     A  long- 
range   battery  of  the  enemy,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream, 
opened   upon  and  enfiladed  his  guns,  and  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
tire ;    not,  however,  before  he  had  driven  the  enemy  back  from  the 
ford.      He  then  received  orders  from  General  D.  R.  Jones  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check,  if  possible,  until  the  arrival  of  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
Vhose  division  was  near  it  band.     The  enemy  soon  made  another  at* 
tempt  to  cross  with  infantry  and  cavalry.     Captain  Eshleman  took  a 
position  nearer  the  ford  and,  under  cover  of  a  hill,  which  protected  him 
from  the  enemy's  battery,  opened  fire  upon  him  with  case  and  shell.   At 
this  juncture  General  Pender  arrived,  with  a  portion  of  General  Hill's 
command,  and  came  to  Esfaleman's  support.     After  driving  the  enemy 
back  a  second  time,  he  kept  up  a  moderate  shelling  of  the  woods  near 
the  ford  till  night,  when  he  was  ordered  to  retire  and  bivouac.     Gap- 
tain  Eshleman  pays  his  Lieutenants,  Norcom,  Battles  and  Apps,  a 
just  compliment  for  their  gallant  conduct  throughout  the  day,  and 
eepecially  during  the  steady  and  unflinching  defence  of  the  ford. 
His  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  vied  with  their  comrades  of  the 
*'  first,"  **  second"  and  '*  third  "  companies,  and  added  fresh  laurels  to 
the  high  standing  of  the  corps.     Captain  Squiers,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  day,  succeeded  in  refilling  the  chests  of  the  remaining. section 
of  his  battery  and  reported  to  General  Tcombs  with  his  two  three- 
inch  rifles  and  a  section  each  of  the  Maryland  light  artillery  and 
Riley's  battery,  but  his  services  were  not  then  required.     The  enemy 
had  been  driven  back  at  all  points.   The  casualties  in  this  engagement 
were  four  killed,  twenty-eight  wounded  and  two  missing.   This  closes 
the  imperfect  records  of  the  action  of  the  several  companies  of  the 
battalion  of  Washington  Artillery  in  the  eventful  battle  before  SharfS- 
burg,  Maryland.' 

It  u  to  be  hoped  the  General  commanding,  under  whose  immediate 
eye  Wc  fought  on  both  days,  will  find  in  it  enough  to  satisfy  him  that,. 
without  the  incentive  of  revenge  for  wrongs,  the  soldiers  of  Louis* 
iana  are  ever  among  the  foremost  in  the  performance  of  patriotic 
duty  to  their  country. 

Always  ready  and  ever  watchful  and  zealous,  Adjutant  N.  M. 
Owen  has  again  placed  me  under  obligation  for  services  on  the  field. 
Fre(pieDtly,  in  my  capacity  of  chief  of  artillery,  during  the  two  days, 
had  I  occasion  to  send  him  to  distant  parts  of  the  field,  uniex  the 
heaviest  fire.  Gallantly  and  unhesitatingly  he  executed  every  order^ 
Color-Bergeant  Montgomery,  ••  at  the  battle  of  Ma&aaM,  served  mr 
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M  ftid,  and  iras  geBeraUy  voder  fire  during  tlie  ecgagemente  ef  €k& 
two  days.  He  is  a  deserving  and  brave  gentleman.  Ordnance  Ser- 
geant Brazleman  deserves  fecial  mention,  for  bis  aesidnity  and  qb- 
flagging  devotion  in  supplying  ammnnition  and  in  the  performance  of 
all  his  duties.  He,  o^  this  occasion,  added  to  his  irell  estabUahed 
reputation  of  an  intelligent,  brave  and  meritorious  soldier. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  WALTOH, 
Oobnd  commamting. 
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REPO&T  OP  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD  OF  SECOND  BAT* 
TLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Second  Corps,  > 
March  14,  1863.      ) 

Colonel  Gharlea  J.  Faulkner, 

Asiidani  AijiUaHt  General: 

Colonel  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Mrt  taken  by  the  artillery  of  this  army  corps  in  the  engagements 
known  as  the  second  battle  of  Manassas : 

On  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  our  forces  were  so  disposed  that, 
Sadley  Mills  being  to  their  left  and  front,  the  arc  they  formed  pre- 
sented a  convex  front  towards  the  pike  from  Oroveton  to  Centreville, 
along  which  the  enemy  advanced  from  Warrenton.  About  half-past 
foor*  P.  M.,  I  think,  I  receiTed  orders  from  General  Jackson  to  more 
up  the  whole  artillery  force,  which  was  then  lying  around  Sudley 
Mills.  This  I  proceeded  to  do,  leaving  five  pieces  of  Captains 
Caskie's  and  Cntshaw^s  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Cathar* 
pin  run,  in  position  to  command  the  ford  there,  for  the  security  of  the 
wagon  train.  The  batteries  of  Captains  Wooding  and  Garber  (each 
of  fonr  guns)  got  np  first,  and  went  into  action,  firing  upon  the 
columns  of  the  enemy  advancing  along  the  Warrenton  and  Centre- 
ville  road.  The  head  of  this  column  had  already  reached,  if  not 
passed,  Groveton,  and,  wheeling  off  there  to  its  left,  formed  line  of 
battle  perpendicular  to  the  pike  and  facing  to  the  rear  of  their  still 
marching  column.  This  line  then  moving  down,  these  two  batteries 
were  withdrawn,  one  by  order  of  General  Jackson,  and  the  other  by 
order  of  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro.  The  other  batteries  did  not 
get  up  in  time  to  participate  in  the  action  before  it  became  an  en- 
gagement of  infantry,  just  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  under  which 
circumstances  it  was  not  passible  to  get  the  guns  in  position  before 
dark. 

Early  on  Friday,  the  29th,  the  enemy  renewed  the  attack  over 
nearly  the  same  ground,  while  our  troops  occupied  pretty  generally 
the  same  position.  His  infantry  being  repulsed  by  ours,  artillery 
was  thrown  out  in  front  of  our  right  to  complete  it.  The  batteries 
of  Captains  Poague,  Carpenter,  Dement,  Brockenbrough  and  Lati- 
mer, under  Major  Shumaker,  were  so  engaged,  facing  obliquely 
towards  Groveton,  while  the  battery  ct  Captain  Braxton  was  placed 
furth^  to  our  right,  bearing  on  the  road  from  Groveton  to  Warren- 
ton. in  case  the  enemy  should  advance  from  that  direction,  rather  in 
rear  of  the  other  batteries.  This  did  not,  however,  happen,  and  so 
Captain  Braxton's  battery  was  not  engaged  then.  The  other  batte- 
ries did  not  all  come  into  action  at  once. 

The  enemy  endeavored  to  cover  his  repulse  by  batteries  thrown 
iato  posittoa  to  play  on  the  first  of  onra  that  op«[^^d^^](^^  retiring 


iBfantry.  These  were  RDSwered  bj  fresh 'batteries  of  ours,  and  tbvs 
began  a  very  fierce  artillery  duel,  which  lasted  till  about  ten  o'cloeke 
A.  M.y  our  batteries  being  gradually  withdrawn*  and  the  enemy  moTing 
around  more  to  our  lefc,  to  select  another  point  of  attack. 

Hie  next  effort,  later^n  the  day,  was  directed  against  Brigadier 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  which,  forming  the  light  of  Major  General 
A.  P.  Iliirs  division,  joined  the  second  Virginia  brigade,  which 
formed  the  left  of  Jackson^s  di?i8ion.  This  being  in  the  woods,  no 
artillery  was  placed  there,  but,  as*  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  a  sec* 
.  tion  of  Captain  Pegram's  battery  was  brought  up  and  fired  a  few  shots. 

The  enemy's  next  attack  was  still  further  to  the  left.  At  this  time 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  brigades  were  posted  from  right  to  left,  in  this 
order:  Gregg's,  Field's,  Thomas',  Branch's,  Pender's  and  Archer's. 
On  the  left  (cf  the  line)  was  Captain  Braxton's  battsry  of  six  gvns; 
to  the  right  of  General  Archer's  brigade  was  Captain  Crenshaw's 
battery  of  four  guns ;  and  to  its  right,  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Gene- 
ral Branch's  brigade,  was  Captain  Latham^9  battery  of  four  guns, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Potts.  About  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the 
enemy  made  sn  assault  upon  the  front  of  Generals  Thomas,  Braaoh 
and  Field,  which,  of  course,  (as  was  the  case  with  his  former  aad 
subsequent  attacks,)  was  preceded  and  accompanied  by  a  heavy  shell- 
ing of  the  adjacent  woods.  He  also  brougnt  up  two  rifle  guns  on  his 
right,  which  opened  on  the  position  occupied  by  General  Branch's 
brigade,  in  a  clump  of  woods,  while  his  infantry  attempted  to  charge 
across  the  field  in  front.  Their  guns  wero  speedily  driven-  off  by 
Captain  Braxton's  battery,  which  was  moved  still  further  to  our  left 
for  the  purpose,  and  their  infantry  was  easily  repelled.  In  a  short 
time  the  attack  was  renewed,  over  the  same  groaud  and  in  the  samo 
way.  By  this  time,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Crenshaw  and  Latham 
had  been  moved  out  so  as  to  get  an  oblique  fire  on  their  infantry,  and 
also  to  bear  on  the  battery  on  their  right.  The  latter  was  qnkkiy 
forced  to  retire  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Braxton  and 
Crenshaw,  while  the  latter,  with  that  of  Captain  Latham,  poured  a 
heavy  fire  on  their  infantry  at  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
distance.  The  attack  was  of  short  dun^on,  and  they  were  again 
repulsed,  and  this  time  followed  up  by  General  Branch's  brigade.  In 
a  short  time,  after  entering  the  woods,  the  latter  was  driven  out  and 
followed  by  the  enemy,  who  were  checked  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  by 
the  fire  of  these  batteries,  and  again  quickly  repulsed  by  freeh  ia« 
fantry,  (General  Lawton's  division,  I  believe,)  and  General  Branch's 
brigade  was  reformed.  The  fight  then  shifted  more  to  the  right,  as 
General  Hill  ordered  an  advance  of  his  line,  (the  enemy  having  fallen 
back  obliquely  towards  our  right.)  As  Brigadier  Genera]  Pender's 
brigade  advanced  directly  to  Uie  front.  Captain  Crenshaw's  bfittery 
was  moved  forward  and  shelled  the  woods  in  froat,  while  Gaptaia 
Braxton's  battery  was  moved  around  to  the  right  of  General  Hill's  ' 
line  and  opened  fire  on  the  retiring  enemy  there,  until  General  Hood's 
brigade  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position  on  the  heights  opposits 
Groveton. 

On  Saturday,  the  SOth  instant,  this  army  corps  ocastniad  stili  Ihs 


«Ltoe  position.'    About  iliree,  P.M.,  the  enemy  attacVed  along  ouV 
ront,  having  advanced  from  the  direction  of  Oentreville.     In  this 
I  ttack  his  line  exposed  its  left  flank  to  batteries  on  the  rising  groand 
Vom  our  right  across  to  the  Groveton  and  Warrenton  pike.     Accord* 
I ngljy  the  batteries  of  Captains  Johnson,  D^Aqnin,  Rice,  Wooding, 
Poagtie,  Carpenter,  Brockenbrough  and  Latimer  vrere  ao  placed,  in  all 
eighteen  gnns,  their  right  joining  the  left  of  General  Longs treet's 
U^tteries.     Their  fire  was  directed  upon  the  last  line  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  which  was  broken  under  ic,  just  as  it  nearly  reached  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  and  never  reformed  within  their  range.     As  soon  as  it 
was  observed  to  be  giving  away,  I  mov^d  forward  Captain  Garber'a 
battery  of  four  guns  at  a  gallop,  to  move  down  into  the  plain  below, 
c^o  as  to  get  an  enfilading  position  on  .their  other  lines   when  they 
should  be  repulsed  from  the  woods  in  which  they  were  engaged  with 
our  infantry,  snd^so  endeavor  to  convert  the   repulse  into   a  rout. 
Just  as  the  battery  was  getting  into  position  and  the  enemy  began  to 
f;ill  back  from  the  woods,  Brigadier  General  Early's  brigade  charged 
from  the  woods  and,  effecting  a  change  of  front  perpendicnUrly  for- 
w;ird  to  the  left,  formed  a  line  between  the  battery  and  the  enemy,  so 
t  hat  the  former  could  not  fire.     The  same  movement  checked  also  the 
lire  of  all  the  8hort-ranged|guns  from  the  hill,  and  so  they  were  with- 
irawn,  and  the  othera^'.viz:  those  of  Cuptains  Brockenbrough,  Lati- 
mer  and  D'Aquin,  were  at  once  moved  round  to  the  range  of  hills  to 
the  right  of  the  Groveton  and   Centreville   road,    where   the  enemy 
were  concentrating  a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  on  General  Long- 
ed Ereet's   line      Here   they   engaged   the   enemy^s   batteries   for   the 
remainder  of  the  fight.     Captain  Wooding*s  battery  and  Carpenter's 
Y/ere  retained  in  their  first  position,  engaging  the  enemy's  batteries 
fio  soon  as  his  infantry  fell  back,  while  that  of  Captain   Poague  was 
moved  down  the  road  along  our  former  front,  so  soon  as  we  advanced, 
and  opened  on  the  opposing  troops  of  the  enemy  as  the  movement  con- 
tinued.    The  five  guns  at   Sudley^s   ford,  under   Lieutenant   David 
Barton  of  Catehaw's  battery,  were  also  engaged  in  repelling  an  attack 
of  the  enemy  at  that  point*  which  they  did,  supported  by  a  body  of 
cavalry  under  Major  Patrick.     In  this  battle  we  lost  no  guns.     Cap- 
tain Brockenbrough  had  two  disabled,  one   having   burst,  while  the 
vent-piece  of  the  other  was  burnt  out.     One  caisson   was   also   ex- 
plodeti.     It  is  impossible  to  state  how  many  guns  wero  captured  ;  I 
could  never  find  out;  three  we  got,  I  know ;  I  saw  four  or  five  others 
on  the  field,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  belonged  to  the  enemy, 
or  whether  they  were  guns  that  had  been  exchanged  for  them. 

On  Monday,  1st  of  September,  in  the  battle  of  Ox  Hill  we  had  no 
artillery  engaged.  '  The  character  of  the  ground  Was  such  that  it 
could  not  be  brought  into  action.  Several  batteries  were  posted  so 
as  to  check  any  success  of  the  enemy,  but  none  became  engaged. 
The  enemy  had  en^^ed  only  four  guns,  two  Napoleons  and  two 
howitzers.  l^ft 

On  the  same  day,^IVguns  of  Rice's  battery  took  position  between 
Cbantilly  and  Centreville,  with  the  second  Virginia  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson.     They  had  a  slight  engagement  with 
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ikt  enmijy  I  bow ;  bvt  I  ma  not  there.  Mid  de  iM  know  the  p%r- 
iicvIarB.     I  presame  Colonel  Johnaon's  report  will  show. 
I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serTant, 

a  CRUTCHPIELD^ 
Ooland  and  Chief  tf  ArtUkry  4  Setmd  O^rpB. 
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REPORT  OP  COLONEL   CRUTCHPEILD   OP  CAPTURE  OF 
HARPER'S  FERRY  AND  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

Headquarters  ARTiixERr  Second  Corps^  > 
AprU  16,  1863.      ) 

Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  J.  Faulkner, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :  / 

Colonel  :  I  haTO  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  of  this  army  corps  in  the  capture  of  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  battle  of  Sharpsbnrg,  in  September,  I86S : 

On  Saturday,  September  13,  1862,  the  command  ot  Lieutenant 
General  Jackson  appeared  before  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  southern 
aide,  having  approached  it  from  Martinsburg.  That  day  was  spent 
in  reconnoissance.  On  Sunday  a  cannonMle  was  opened  on  the 
enemy  from  the  batteries  of  Brigadier  General  John  G  Walker  from 
Loudoun  Heights,  and  from  those  of  Major  General  McLaws  from 
Maryland  Heights.  The  enemy  were  strongly  entrenched  on  Bolivar 
Heights  and  just  around  the' house  of  the  former  superintendent  of 
the  armory.  At  the  latter  ^lace,  his  fire  was  pretty  well  silenced  late 
in  the  day.  Towards  the  close  of  the  afternoon  a  general  advance 
was  made' on  the  place.  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  moved 
along  the  west  banc  of  the  Shenandoah,  that  of  Major  General  Ewell, 
commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  was  on  the  left  of  General 
Hill's,  while  Jackson's  division,  commanded  by  Colonel  Grigsby,  ap- 
proached on  the  road  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Shepherdstown.  The 
early  approach  of  night  prevented  any  serious  engagement.  During 
the  nighc  ten  guns,  fiom  the  batteries.of  Captains  Dement,  Brown, 
Garber  and  Latimer,  were  moved  up  the  Shenandoah,  and,  crossing 
at  Kclley's  ford,  moved  down  on  the  other  side  until  opposite  the  left 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  entrenchments.  This  position,  although  com- 
manded perfectly  by  Bolivar  Heights,  yet  secured  a  fire  into  the  rear 
of  the  enemy's  works  on  his  left,  where  he  had  a^ork  with  ah  em- 
brasure battery  of  four  guns,  but  open  in  tho  rear,  and  the  first  point 
of  his  works  to  be  encountered  by  Major  General  A.  P.  Flill  This 
work  gained,  his  other  works  were  untenable.  A  road  having  te  be 
cut  for  these  ten  guns  prevented  their  opening  at  daybreak,  as  Gen- , 
oral  Jackson  had  ordered.  The  attack  was  begun  by  a  battery  of 
eight  guns  in  front,  and  rather  to  the  right,  of  this  work,  from  the 
batteries  of  Captains  Pegram,  Mcintosh,  Davidson  and  Braxton,  of 
Major  Geueral  A.  P.  Hiirs  divisipn.  In  a  short  time  the  guns  of 
Captains  Brown,  Garber,  Latimer  and  Dement,  being  in  position, 
their  fire  was  directed  against  this  work  from  the  rear.  Its  battery 
was  quickly  silenced,  the  men  running  from  their  guns,  but  returning 
to  them  in  a  short  time  after  the  guns  directed  on  the  work  were 
brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy's  infantry  in  his  entrenchments.  These 
pieces  were  therefore  again  directed  on  the  work,  and,  in  something 
less  than  an  hour,  its  fire  was  completely  silenoed^.^.^P^^iguns  being 
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ftgain  turned  on  tbe  enemy's  infantry,  tbey  soon  began  to  fall  back 
•  from  their  entrenchmepts  in  great  confasion,  and  the  white  flag  was 
raised  over  their  works. 

The  captured  guns  being  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  for  re- 
movaly  I  can  make  no  exact  return  of  the  number.  We  had  none 
disabled,  and  of  course  lost  none. 

On  reaching  Shepherds  town,  lote  next  evening,  I  met  Brigadier' 
lieneral  W.  N.  Pendleton,  who  desired  me  to  return  to  Harper^s 
Fer^  and  endeavor  to  get  together  batteries  of  the  captured  guns 
and  such  ammanition  as  I  could,  and  send  it  to  Shepherdstown  or  to 
the  battle-field  of  Sharpsburg,  as  our  ordnance  supplies  were  getting 
short  and  bur  batteries  in  an  inefficient  condition,  from  hard  march- 
ing and  previous  fighting.  I  therefore  returned  to  Harper's  Ferry. 
After  much  difiEculty  I  found  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  cap* 
tured  guns,  and  found  that  he  had  been  busy  in  removing  them,  and 
in  so  doing  had  mis-matched  tbe  caissons,  limbers  and  guns,  to  such 
an  extent  that,  after  vainly  spending  half  the  day  at  it,  I  gave  up  the 
task  of  getting  together  any  batteries  from  among  them.  The  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Brown,  Dement  and  Latimer  had  been  left  at 
Harper's  Ferry  as  disabled,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  their 
horses.  I  therefore  had  horses  turned  over  to  them,  filled  thein 
op  with  ammunition,  exchanged  two  of  Ca]!)tain  Latimer's  ten-pounder 
Parrott's,  whose  vent  pieces  had  burned  out  in  the^  action  of  the  day 
before,  for  two  three -inch  rifles  of  the  captured  gans,  and  atftrted 
them  for  the  battle-field,  going  on  ahead  mi  self.  1  got  there  too  late 
in  the  evening  to  be  able  to  give  any  report  of  the  battle.  In  it, 
however,  we  lost  no  guns.  Captain  Thompson's  (then  Captain 
D'Aquin's)  battery  captured  one  ten-pounder  Parrott,  which  they 
brought  off.  In  recrossing  the  Potomac,  a  forge  belonging  to  Captain 
Crenshaw's  battery  and  a  caisson  belonging  to  Captain  Brocken* 
brough'fi  were  lost  on  this  side  of  the  river  from  the  sheer  exhaustion 
of  the  horses,  both  rolling  down  a  cliff  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel  and  Chief  (f  Artillery  Second  Corps. 
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BtEPORT  OP  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE  OP  SECOND  BATTLE  OF' 

MANASSAS. 

Headquarters  Battalion  Light  Artillert,  I 
Camp  near  Winchester ^  Octol>er  2,  I86S.      ) 

Hiientenant  Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Adjutant  Gemral,  Army  Northern  Virginia  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  ihe  battalion  of  artillery  under  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  Manassas  PiainSy  Angust  3(Uh»  1862: 

The  battalion  received  orders  on  the  evening  of  the  39th,  near 
Thoroughfaro  Gap,  to  march  to  the  front  during  the  night,  and,  after 
a  tedious  uiarch,  encamped,  about  dawn  on  the  morning  of  tho  3(lth» 
on  the  pike  loading  from  Gainesville  to  stone  bridge,  and  about  two 
miles  from  Gainesville.     Soon  after  daylight,  I  found  that  our  bivouac 
was  on  tho  battle-field  of  the  previous  evening  and  near  our  advanced 
division  on  picket.      The  enemy  showing  every  disposition  to  attack 
us^  upon  consultation  with  EVi^adicr  General  J.  B.  Hood,  and  at  his 
BUggestion,  I  placed  my  batteries  (four)  on  a  commanding  ridge  imme- 
diately to  bi^left  and  rear.     In  the  general  line  of  battle  this  ridge 
was  about  the  centre,  Jackson's  corps  being  immediately  on  my  left 
and  Longstreetson  my  right.    It  was  an  admirable  ridge  of  over  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile,  generally  cverlooking  the  ground  in  front  of  it  for  some 
two  thousand  yards.      This  ground   was  occupied  by  several  farms, 
with  corn  fields,  orchards,  fences,  &c.,  making  it  much  desired  by  the 
enemy   for  their  skirmishers,   the   ground    being  quite  undulating. 
Opposite  the  It  ft  of  the  ridge,  and  distant  about  one  thousand  three 
hundred  yard?^,  was  a  strip  of  timber  with  quite  a  f»ll  of  ground 
behind  it      Between  this  strip  and  General  Jackson's  right  (along  an 
old  railroad  excavation)  was  an  open  field. 

About  SL'veii,  A.  M.,  a  regiment  >f  the  enemy's  infantry  made  its 
appearance  some  two  thousand  yards  distant,  when  a  few  shots  were 
fired  from  my  long  range*guns  in  position,  causing  them  to  move. 
This  fire  was  responded  to  by  three  long-range  batteries  of  tho  enemy. 
During  the  morning,  whenever  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  showed 
itself  it  Was  fired  on  by  our  guns,  which  fire  always  elicited  a  reply 
from  the  artillery  opposed  to  us^,  doing  us  but  little  d^image,  and 
resulting  iu  driving  the  enemy  back.  About  twelve,  M.,  the  enemy 
attempted  an  advance,  driving  in  our  skirmishers  in  a  spirited  man- 
ner, and  occupying  the  orchard  m  ray  front.  They^soon  came  within 
reach  of  our  howitzers,  when  a  few  discharges'of  spherical  case  drove 
them  back,  and  our  skirmishers  resumed  their  original  position. 

During  the  morning  the  enemy  had  massed  his  infantry  behind  the 
timber  before  mentioned,  with  a  view  to  turn  our  left,  and,  about  four 
P.  M.,  Tfioved  from  out  these  woods  in  heavy  lines  of  attack  on  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  position.  The  left  of  the  ridge  was  held  by  Kubank's 
battery  of  four  smooth  bores,  who  opened  on  the  enemy  as  soon  as' he 
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diaeoTored  tbeir  tAxtakte.  Al  the  satne  time  I  shifted  to  his  MflistMo* 
with  two  howitzers  of  Parker's  battery,  two  of  Rhott's.  battery,  and 
one  of  Jordan's  battery.  At  the  same  time,  I  directed  nine  other 
pieces,  mostly  rifles,  on  the  right  of  the  ridge,  under  Captains  Jordt a 
and  Taylor,  to  change  their  position  so  as  to  fire  on  the  enemy  in 
flank  and  on  the  woods  containing  their  reserves.  With  these 
eighteen  gnns,  a  coiitinaons  fire  was  kept  op  on  the  enemy  daring  his 
attack,  which  lasted  about  half  an  hour. 

His  reserves  moved  ^twice  oat  of  the  woods  to  the  sapport  of  the 
attacking  columns,  and  twice  were  they  repulsed  by  the  artillery  and 
driven  back  to  the  woods.  After  the  reserves  failed  to  reach  the  front 
or  attacking  columns,  they  were  repulsed  and  endeavored  to  rally  in 
the  open  field,  but  the  range  of  every  part  of  the  field  was  obtained 
and  a  few  discharges  broke  them  in  confusion  and  sent  them  back  to 
the  woods. 

Finding  that  my  batteries  were  troubling  them,  they  attempted  to 
charge  them,  three  regiinents  starting  for  them.  They  were  repulsed, 
•some  of  their  dead  being  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  guns. 

While  firing  on  the  infantry,  two  batteries  of  the  enemy  were  firing 
at^  us,  but  generally  overshot  us. 

Our  position  was  an  admirable  one,  and  the  guns  were  well  serv^. 
Two  of  my  batteries  were  firing  for  the  first  time,  but  did  remarki^Iy 
well.  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  officera  and 
men  under  my  command — all  behaved  well,  exhibiting  co(riness  nnd 
courage. 

I  would  mention  the  following  officers  as  having  especially  attracted 
my  attention  by  their  good  conduct,  vis  :  Major  Del.  Kemper,  who 
had  his  right  arm  shattered  by  a  minie  ball,  Lieutenant  and  Adju- 
tant W.  II.  Kemper,  Captains  J.  3.  Taylor,  Jordan,  Parker  and 
Eubank,  Lieutenant  Elliot,  commanding  Rhett's  battery.  Lieutenants 
Taylor,  Gilbert,  Brown,  Ficklin  and  Oakum,  the  latter  of  Grimea' 
battery,  with  two  Parrott's  attached.  * 

The  casualties  are  as  follows : 

MHJor  Del.  Kemper,,  wounded  in  right  arm,  severely. 

Parker's  battery — Wounded :  Sergeant  James  Jones,  in  arm  and 
side,  slight;  Private  David  E.  Richardson,  in  thigh,  slight. 

Rhett's  battery — Wounded:  Privates  M.  P.  Costello,  in  leg,  slight, 
and  G.  T.  Jones,  in  leg,  slight;  Sergeant  Marshall,  in  leg,  elighc« 

Total  wounded,  six. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  D.  LEE, 
CoL  AriUUry,  C.  S.  A.,  ammanding  Battdkn  lAghi  Ariikery. 
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REPOBT  OP  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE  OF  BATTLIT  OF  SHAES- 

BURG. 

Headquarters  Bjlttaiaok  Resertb  ARitixcRr,  > 
Catnp  near  WwihesUr^  Oct.  1 1,  I86£.      ( 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Right  Wing  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  render  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  battalion  of  artillery  under  my  orders  in  the  battle  of 
Sharpebni^; 

The  battalion  crossed  the  Antietam  aboat  eight,  A.  M.,  September 
1  dthy  andy  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Oenerd  Lon^street,  with  the 
exception  of  Enbank's  battery,  took  position  on  the  blaffs  to  the  left 
of  the  pike,  facing  the  Ai^tietam.  Enbank's  battery,  in  compliance 
with  a  writteif  order  of  General  Longstreet,  held  by  the  adjutant 
general  of  Toombs'  brigade,  was  sent  to  report  to  ,General  Toombs  at 
the  lower  bridge,  and  remained  with  his  brigade  until  the  army  re- 
croffsed  tha  Potomae.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  morn- 
ing. About  one,  P.  M.,  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  made  its  appearanca 
across  the  creek,  and  was  fired  on  by  my  long-range  guns,  causing 
them  to  mere  back.  The  enemy  soon  brought  up  several  long-range 
batteries,  with  which  they  opened  upon  our  guns  whenever  they  fired 
OB  their  infantry.  Notlung  resulted  from  this  firing  except  to  make 
their  infantry  change  position.  The  guns  engaged  were  two  rifle 
pieces  of  Parker's  battery,  two  of  Ehett's  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
KUiot,  and  one  of  Jordan's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Bower.  They 
wore  exposed  to  s  hot  fire.  Several  men  were  slightly  wounded  and 
Mvend  horses  disabled.  During  the  night,  the  battalion,  excepting 
Moody's  battery,  shifted  further  to  the  left  of  our  line,  taking  a  shel- 
tered position  on  the  Sharpsburg  and  Hagerstown  pike  in  front  of  a 
chnrcfa,  and  remained  during  the  day,  the  enemy  making  no  offensive 
denionstration  until  near  sundown.  Since  early  ^n  the  morning, 
they  appeared  engaged  in  massing  their  troops  opposite  our  left,  and, 
towards  evening,  endeavored  to  get  into  position  to  turn  our  left, 
bringing  on  quite  a  severe  skirmish.  Two  howitzers  of  Rhett's  bat- 
tery took  part  in  the  skirmish;  but  it  soon  became  too  dark  to  con- 
tinue the  firing. 

It  was  now  evident  that  the  enemy  would  attack  us  in  force  on  our 
left  ai  daylight,  coaipelling  us  to  change  our  line,  and  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  nse  his  long-range  batteries  across  the  Antietam, 
enfilading  our  new  position.  The  action  commenced  about  three,  A. 
M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  between  the  skirmishers.  Wool- 
folk's,  Parker^s  and  Rhett's  batteries  were  placed  in  position  in  fronts 
of  the  church  on  the  right  of  the  Sharpsburg  and  Magerstowfi  pike, 
and  opened' on  the  enemy  nt  daylight.  These  batteries  were  com- 
pelled to  fire  over  our  infantry,  but  fired  with  effect.  A  con* 
^inuoot  fire  wss  kq^  up  ualU  about  quarter  past  eighty  A.  M.,  whea 
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the  eocisy  gave  wAy,  and  onr  firisg  ceased  as  otur  lafaDtrj  folic? 
in  pursuit.      ^ 

The  batteries  aboyc  mentioned,  while  engaged,  wef e  exposed  to  \ 
enfilade  fire  of  about  twenty  rifle  guns  from  across  the  Antietsm,  t> 
bstterie-s  in  their  front,  and  the  nre  of  the  infantry  of  the  eneis; 
most  of  the  time  about  five  hundred  yards  distant.     Thej  8ufcr 
very  heavily,  and  had  exhausted,  most  of  their  ammunition.    I  ^li' 
have  mentioned  that  two  guns  of  Jordan's  battery,  under  Lienteu 
Bower,  %vere  sent  to  an  advanced  position  under  Captain  Joh^ 
Tajlor,  but  had  to  retire,  owing  to  their  exposed  position  and  thei 
of  several  batteries  against  them.     About  this  time  I  ordered  Rbe:: 
battery  tjo  the  rear  for  ammunition,  an.d  Parker's  and  Woolfolk'^  ^'^ 
teries  to  move  slightly  to  the  rear  to  refit — many  horseP  aod  it. 
l>eing  killed.     They  could  only  move  tlje  pieces  ofi*  by  leaving  por:: 
of  the  caissons,  so  many  of  the  horses  had  been  disabled.     About  u 
time,  (nine,  A.  M.,)  Moody's  battery,  which  had  been  eng^ge<l  ne^ 
jthe  centre  of  our  line,  arrived  and  reported,  and  I  placed  it  in  positi- 
on the  ground  previously  occupied  by  Parker's  batterjt 

General  Hood's  division,  which  followed  the  enemy  when  be  g^^ 
way,  not.  being  supported,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  before  tht 
overwhelming  numbers— the  enemy  having  gained  his  rear  and  occi 
pying  a  position  almost  between  his  retiring  troopa  and  Moodjr'a  1» 
tery.  His  troops  fell  back  so.  suddenly,  and  were  so  near  to  t< 
enemy,  that  it  was  impossible  to  use  tbe  battery.  This  being  ^'- 
ease,  I  advanced  two  guns  of  Moody's  battery  some  three  haoir^ 
yards  into  a  ploughed  field,  where  I  could  use  them^  They  remsi^'^ 
in  this  pof^iiion,  and  did  good  service  for  about  fifteen  minutes^  uI>l^ 
Captain  Moody  and  Lieutenant  Gary.  This  section  was  exposed  to  * 
most  galling  infantry  fire,  and  retained  its  position  till  the  iofiiQ(^' 
on  its  right  and  left  retired,  when  I  ordered  it.  to  the  rfar.  The  g^' 
lant  Lieutenant  Gary  was  killed,  being  shot  in  thf  head  by  »  ^^''^ 
ball  as  he  was  sighting  his  piece  for  its  last  diechafge.  Thes^c^*^^ 
with  which  he  was  serving  was  not  his  own,  but,  seeing  it  going  tiU^^ 
exposed  position,  asked  permission  to  accompany  it.  A  moreg^^^^^' 
ofliccr  was .  not  in  our  service.  ^  ,     .^, 

Our  troops  having  to  fall  back  rapidly,  my  guns  were,  by  directs  • 
of  General  D..  U  Hill,  retired  .to  the  ridge  of  hills  across  the  Sh^T 
lurg  and  llagerstown  turnpike,  and  between  the  church  sad  Sh-n^* 
burg,  and  fired  for  a  short  time.  General  McLaws'  division  srri\>D- 
at  this  time  and  going  into  action,  I  moved  the  battalion  about  a  nii>' 
from  the  field  to  refit.  It  was  now  about  ten.  A,  M.  About  tlirw. 
P.  M.,  the  batteries  having  refitted  and  replenished  with  aoim>i^|"^^ 
I  again  moved  to  the  front  with  twelve  guns — all  that  coal  _^- 
manned — and  received  orders  from  one  of  General  I^^^S*'"^  w*^: 
to  take  position  in  front  of  the  villageof  Sharpsburg,to  tberign^^*^|^ 
left  ef  the  turnpike,  relieving  Colonel  Walton,  of  tbe  ^^^^^^i^^ 
Artillery  of  New  Orleana.  Four  of  Moody's  gune  were  pl««*"  ^^  ■ 
right  of  the  village ;  two  of  Parker's  and  two  of  Jordan's  ^^!^\^Qi 
on  the  left^;  Rhett's  two  pieces  were  placed  on'  a  ridge  *^*  ^^j^. 
the  village,  on  the  Sharpsborg  and  Hagerstoim  pifc^   Tb^e^g 
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in  tbeir  respeotiTe  positioiiB^  did  good  aervioo.    Those  in  fronf  of  tin 
village  were  exposed  to  a  heftvy  fire  of  ai^illery  and  infalitrj — ^Ae 
sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  being  within  two  hundred  yards  of  tiiem 
dTiri|^  the  entire  evening.    The  guns  of  Moody's  battery,  in  connec- 
tion with  Squiers'  battery  of  the  Washington  Artillery  of  New  Or- 
leans;   repelled  some  six  or  eight  attempts  of  the  infantry  of  the 
enemy  to  take  our  position.    At  one  time  their  infantry  was  within 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  our  batteries,  when,  by  a  charge  of 
our  supporting  infantry,   they  were  driven  back.      Two  guns  of 
Moody's  battery,  with  Garnett's  Vigade,  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
ridge  to  the  left  of  the  village,  after  they  had  taken  the  ridge  frojm 
onr  troops.     The  guns  retained  their  position  in  front  of  the  village 
till  our  |;roaps  were  driven  into  the  village  on  the  right,  when,  by 
direction  of  General  Garnett,  they  withdrew.     The  en^my  vfcre  after- 
wards repulsed  from  the  village,  and  the  hill,  for  a  short  time,  was 
reoecupied  by  Captain  Thomas  €arter's  battery.     It  was  now  near 
dark,  and  the. hill  was  held  bat  by  a  few  infantry. 

Captain  Enbank's  battery  not  being  with  me,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
speak,  from  persontl  observation,  of  his  action,  but  General  Toombs 
informed  me  that  he  and  his  company  did  good  and  gallant  service. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  battalion  behaved  with  the  utmost  gal- 
lantry. During  the  entire  time  engaged  they  were  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  as  is  shown  by  the  list  of  casualties  ea- 
closed.  Out  of  about  three  hundred  men  who  went  into  actioap 
eighty- six  casualties  occurred,  and  sixty  horses  were  disabled. 

In  the  morning  the  battalion  was  engaged  during  the  severe  fight, 
l^efore  our  reinforcements  came  up  on  the  left,  and  was  the  only 
artillery  engaged  with  General  Hood's  division.  In  the  evening  it 
was  engaged  in  front  of  the  village,  and  on  the  right  wheif  the  fight 
was  the  heaviest. 

I  regret  to  state  that  Captain  Woolfolk's  battery  lost  a  gun  on  the 
field.  It  was  on  the  left  in  the  morning  when  our  lines  gave  way  be- 
fore the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy.  The  four  horses,  two  * 
drivers  and  four  cannoneers  at  the  piece  were  disabled,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  battery  could  be  moved.  I  do  not  attach  any 
blame  to  the  captain. .  The  piece  could  not  be  recovered,  owing  to 
the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  though  several  attempts  were  made. 
Captain  John  S.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Artillery,  temporarily  attached  to 
'  my  staff,  was  killed  in  the  morning  while  gallantly  discharging  his 
duties.  He  was  entirely  fearless,  and  always  sought  the  post  of 'dan- 
ger; and  his  exampled  did  much  towards  inspiring  his  daring  in  all 
around  him.  Though  generally  all  behaved  well,  I  will  particularly 
mention  the  following  as  having  attracted  my  attention  by  distin- 

Sished  gallantry  i  Captains  J.  V/  Moody,  Parker  and  Woolfolk  ; 
eutenant  Elliot,  commanding  Bhett's  battery ;  Lieutenants  Gilbert 
•  and  Sickling,  Bhett'a  battery;  Lieutenant  Parkenson,  Parker's  bat- 
tery, severely  wounded  in  die  leg;  Lieutenant  Sillers,  Moody's  bat*- 
tery;  Sergeants  Conroy  and  Price,  and  Corporals  Gaulin  and 
Donoho,  Moody's  battery.  I  would  also  mention  Lieutenant  ^ad- 
dox,  of  Colonel  Cutts'  battalion  of  artillery,  who  had  two  guns  under 
86 
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mj  eommaiid,  sad  behaved  with  great  galk&try.     My  adjutant.  Lies- 
tenant  W.  H.  Kemper^  Alexandria  Artillery,  was  of  great  aasistanc? 
to  me,  and  exhibited  gallantry  and  coolness  in  an  eminent  degree. 
Enclosed  is  a  list  of  casualties.  ^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 
Cblond  of  Artillery  0.  S,  A.,  commanding  BaitaH^n, 
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SIGNAL  REPORTS— REPORT  OP  J.  L.  BARTLETT.    . 
[Haeper^s  Ferrt,  No.  1.] 

SuNDAT,  September  14^  1862. 

M  J  signal  flag  was  up  at  daylight,  and  my  glas^  bearing  on  Lou- 
doun Heights. 

After  fiunrisey  Major  Paxton  sent  the  following : 

^  Artillery  coming  np  road  to  be  repaired."  Before  dcliyering  this 
message  I  asked,  '^  what  artillery  and  what  road  f"  Major  Paxton 
answered,  **  Walker's,  and  up  mountains."  About  ten,  A.  M.,  comes 
another  despatch  from  Loudoun  Heights.  **  W^alker  has  his  six  rifle 
pieces  iii  position;  shall  he  wait  for  McLaws?"  General  Jackson  an- 
swers, '^.Wait."  General  Jackson  and  Colonel  Snoad  then  come  to 
signal  station,  and  the  General  dictates  the  following : 


[Harper's  Ferrt,  No.  2.] 

SuNDAT,  September  14,  1862"^ 

To  Generals  McLaws  and  Walker  : 

If  you  can,  establish  batteries  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  hill  west 
of  Bolirar,  and  on  which  Barbour's  house  is,  and  any  other  position 
where  he  may  be  damaged  by  your  artillery,  and  let  me  know  when 
you  are  ready  to  open  your  batteries,  and  give  me  any  suggestions  by 
which  you  can  operate  against  the  enemy;  cut  the  telegraph  line  down 
the  Potomac,  if  it  is  not  already  done;  keep  a  good  lookout  against  a  Fed- 
eral advance  from  below  ;  similar  instructions  will  be  sent  to  General 
Walker.  I  do  not  ^esire  any  of  the  batteries  to  open  until  all  are 
ready  on  both  sides  of  thJ  river,  except  you  should  find  itnecessary, 
of  which  you  must  judge  for  yourself.  I  will  let  you  know  when  to 
open  all  the  batteries. 

T.  J.  Jackson, 
Major  General  commanding.. 

Addendum. — If  you  have  not  rations,*  take  steps  at  once  to  supply 
yourself;  have  beef  driven  to  your  command  so,  that  you  may  have 
enoagb.    ^  General  Jackson. 


[Harper's  Ferrt,  No.  8.] 

(general  Jaclyon  and  staff  then  go  to  the  left.    I  receifOy  aeon  after, 
XU  fellowing :    **  General  MoLaws  informs  me  that  tba  memy  are  i& 
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his  rear,  and  thst  he  can  do  but  little  more  than  he  has  done.    I  am 
ioiow  ready  to  open. 

(Signed,)  «  General  Walker-** 

There  being  no  courier  at  the  post,  I  carried  this  message  to  the 
General,  and  find  him  in  front  on  the  left.  He  gives  me  an  aaswer^ 
and  sends  Lientenant  Douglas  back  to  signal  station  with  me* 

«*To  General  Walker  : 

**  Do  not  open  until  General  McLaw s  notifies  me  what  hc^  can 
probably  effect.  Let  me  known  what  you  can  effect  with  your  com- 
mand upon  the  enemy. 

(Signed,)  "  General  Jackson.  * 

*'  To  General  McLaws: 

«  Let  me  know  what  you  can  probably  effect  with  your  artillery, 
and  also  with  your  entire  command.    Notify  General  D.  H.  Hill,  at 
Middleburg,  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  request  him  to  protect  your 
rear.     Send  the  same  message  to  General  Lee,  near  Hagerstown. 
(Signed,)  *' General  Jackson.*' 

The  message  next  in  order  comes  from  Loudoun  Heights  to  General 
Jaekson.    <' Walker  oan*t  get  position  to  bear  on  island.*' 
No  signature,  (probably  from  Major  Pazton.) 


[Harper's  Fbrrt,  No.  4.] 

From  General  Walkul  to  General  Jackson: 

**  I  am  informed  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  by  Peroeyrille,  and 
haye  possession  of  the  passes  from  the  Valley. 

(Signed,)  "  General  Walker.** 

'*  To  Generals  Walker  and  McX^aws  : 
**  ^ire  at  such  positions  of  the  enemy  as  wUI  be  most  effectiye. 
(Signed,)  <<  General  Jackson." 

Our  artillery  opens  from  this  side,  (in  front  of  Bolivar.)  Walker 
opens  from  Loudoun  Heights.  Yankees  are  seen  coning  down  on  west 
side  of  Bolivar  to  escape  Walker's  fire,  but  meet  an  equal  one  from 
eur  artillery  on  the  left  of  our  line. 


SnaAL  Ordbr,  > 
Ho.—       5 


[Harper's  Fbrrt,  No.  5.] 
HBADq'RB  Vallet  DISTRICT,  Sept.  14,  186S. 


• 


L  Te-daj  Ubjor  Cfmeral  HcLaws  will  attack  so  as  to  sweep  with 
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lis  artillery  the  ground  occupied  by  the  oaemy,  take  his  batteries  in 
e verse   and  otherwise  operate  against  him  as  circumstances  may  *' 
uBtify. 

II.  Brigadier  General  Walker  will  take  in  reverso  the  battery  on 
the  turnpike,  and  also  sweep  with  his  artillery  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  enemy ,  and  silence  the  battery  on  the  island  in  the  Shenandoah, 
should  he  find  a  battery  there. 

III.  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  will  move  along  the  left  bank  of  the 
ShejLandoah^  and  thas  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  enter  Harper's 
Ferry. 

IV.  Brigadier  General  Lawton  will  move  along  the  turnpike  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  General  Hill,  and  otherwise  operating  against ' 
the  enemy  on  the  left  of  General  Hill. 

Y.  Brigadier  General  Jones  will,  with  one  of  his  brigades  and  a 
battery  of  artillery,  make  a  demonstration  against  the  enemy's  right; 
the  remaining  part  of  his  division  will  constitute  the  reserve,  and 
move  along  the  turnpike. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jackson. 

Wiixr^M  L.  Jacksok, 
A.  A.  A.  Qeneral. 


[No.  6.] 


If  any  other  dispatches  or  orders  were  sent  at  Harper's  Ferry,  it  was 
done  at  other  posts  than  mine.  Messages  were  doubtless  sent  firom 
Loudoun  Heights  to  Maryland,  Heights,  between  Generals  McLaws  and 
Walker. 

Captain  Adams,  who  was  the  only  commissioned  signal  officer  there, 
has  doubtless  full  reports  of  those  and  all  the  messages  and  orders ;  it 
being  his  duty  to  keep  them.     I  suggest  that  he  be  applied  to  for  them. 

J.  L.  BARTLETT. 

After  the  surrender  of  Harper's  Ferry,  I  was  ordered  by  Major 
Paxton  to  remove  my  station  to  Barbour's  house.  I  did  so,  after  noti- 
fying Captain  Adams'  post  on  Loudoun  Heights  of  the  move,  telling 
them  to  look  out  for  my  flag  at  that  point.  After  locating  my  station 
at  that  place,  however,  and  waving  my  flag  for  several  hours,  I  could 
not  get  **  attention  "  from  Loudoun  Heights  to  send  a  message,  sent 
to  me  by  Major  Paxton,  for  General  Walker  to  prepare  rations  and  be 
ready  to  march.  I  afterwards  learned  that  the  post  had  been  evacu- 
ated at  that  time,  ^hus  ended  the  signal  service  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
,  J.  L.  B. 


[No.  7.] 

Manassas  Battle  Ground,     > 
Saturday,  August  So,  1862.  J 
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ton  pile»  to  General  Jackson's  position,  across  the  pike,  near  some 
*  wheat-stacks,  bearing  nearly  north,  distant  about  two  miles,  as  follows: 

**  To  General  Jackson  : 
**  What  is  result  of  movement  on  your  left. 

(Signed,)  *  **  General  Lee/' 

[Answee.] 
"  To  General  Lek  : 

**  So  far  enemy  appear  to  be  trying  to  get  possession  of 'a  piece  of 
woods  to  withdraw  out  of  our  sight. 

(Signed,)  "General  Jackson." 

Terrific  fighting  now  commences  on  the  left,  and  General  Jaekson 
sends  for  a  division  of  Longstreet's  command* 

**  To  General  Jackson  : 
«  Do  you  still  want  reinforcments. 

(Signed,)  «  General  Lee." 

Some  half  hour  elapses,  and  General  Jackson  replies : 
."  No,  the  enemy  are  giving  way.  ^ 

(Signed,)  "General  Jackson." 

General  Lee  now  prepares  to  move,  and  sends  the  following  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson:  "General  Longstreet  is  advancing;  look  out  for  and 
protect  his  left  flank. 

(Signed,)  «  General  Lbe." 

General  Lee  having  moved  his  headquarters,  I  also  removed  the 
signal  station. 

J.  l:  bartlbtt. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  K.  BOSWELL. 

Headquarters  Second  AsMr  Corps,  February  IS,  1863. 
Colonel  C.  J.  Faulkner, 

Chiff  of  Staff  to  Lieut.  General  Jackson  :• 

Coix>MEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  erening  of  the 
1 3th  August,  1862,  having  ju8t  returned  from  Clarke^ Mountain,  m 
very  elerated  point,  three  miles  east  of  Rapidan  Station,  I  reported  to 
Major  Greneral   Jackson  the  following  as  being  the  position  of  the  en- 
emy's forces  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Kapidan.     The  main  body 
encamped  around  the  slopes  of  Gamett's  and  Slaughter's  Mountains; 
one  division  one  mile  north  of  Culpeper  Court-House,  on  the  Brandy 
Station  road,  and  a  small  force  between  Mitcheirs  Station  and  Lime 
clinrch.     General  Jackson  then  directed  me  to^  examine  and,  on  the 
following  day,  to  report  to  him  the  most  desirable  route  for  passing 
around  the  enemy's  flank  lynd  reaching  Warrenton,  Fauquier.     I  ad- 
vised that  the  corps 'should  march  from  its  encampment  just  west  of 
Toddsburg,  through  Orange  Court-House,  thence  down  the  Freder- 
.  icksburg  plank  road  to  Dr.  Terrill's,  then  turn  to  the  left,  pass  Pisgah 
church,  and  cross  the  Rapidan  at  Bummerviile's  ford,  thence  by  Lime 
eburch,  Stephensburg,  Brandy  Station  and  Beverley's  ford,  to  Warren- 
ton.    This  route  being  approved,  the  march  was  commenced  on  the 
eveninjf  of  the  15th,  and  on  the  16th  the  three  divisions  of  Talia- 
ferro,  Ewell  and  A.  P.  Hill  Aicamped  near  Pisgah  ohurch,  where 
they  remained  for  three  days,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  portion  of 
General  Longstreet's  command,  till  the  morning  of  the  80th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  a  body  of  the  enemy  drove  our  pickets 
from  Clarke's  Mountain  and  found  out  the  position  of  our  troops ; 
and,  on  the  19th,  they  qommenced  their  retreat  towards  the  Rappa- 
hannock. I  was  on  Clarke's  Mountain  at  the  time  that  the  retreat 
eommenced,  and  immediately  gave  the  inlGirmation  to  General  Jack* 
son. 

At  dawn  on  the  following  morning,  (SOth,)  the  corps  moved  forward 
in  the  following  order,  Generals  A.  P.  Hill,  Ewell  and  Taliaferro.  I 
was  ordered  by  General ,  Jackson  to  remain  at  Summerville's  ford, 
where  the  corps  crossed  the  Rapidan,  till  all  the  divisions  had  crossed,  tp 
see  that  there  was  no  delay  in  fording  the  stream.  This  being  acoom- 
plished,  I  rejoined  General  Jackson  about  two  miles  beyond  Stephens-- 
burg,  on  the  Brandy  Station  road,  where  the  corps  bivouacked  for  ths 
•night.  I  here  found  that  General  Stnart,  with  Robertson's  brigade  of 
cavalry,  had  engaged  the  cavalry  of  the  .retreating  enemy  near  Ste- 
pheuborg  and  driven  them  across  ih,e  Rappahannock  at  ue  railroad 

Barly  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst,  the  command  resumed  its  mareK 
in  the  following  order :  Taliaferro,  A.  P.  Hill  and  Ewell.  Passing 
Brandy  Station,  the  £ront  of  Taliaferrofs  division  emerged  from  the 
wood  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  Beverley's  ford  about  ten,  A.  M. 
Finding  Uie  ford  guwded  by  a  body  of  the  enemy's  oavaUy,  Ganer^'* 
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Ttliaferro  bronght  up  two  pieces  of  Poague's  b&ttery  and  drore  Aeni 
off;  General  Stuart  then  crossed  the  run  with  the  first  Virginia  cat- 
slry  and  two  pieces  of  Poague's  battery ,  but  the  enemy  advanced  & 
heavT- force  and  compelled  them  to  retire.  A  desultory  artillery  fight 
was  kept  up  during  the  entire  day  between  the  batteries  of  General 
Taliaferro  and  those  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
I  was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  take  a  position  on  the  rights 
from  which  I  could  see  Rappahannpck  Station,  and  to  report  to  him 
any  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  I  stationed  myself  on  a 
l^igh  point  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  about  three-qaar- 
ters  of  a  mile  from  the  river.  From  this  point  I  could  see  that 
the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  around  Rappahannock  Station,  and 
that  a  small  body  of  infantry  occupied  two  very  high  bluffs  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  and  a  few  hundred  yards  above  the  railroad 
bridge.  I  communicated  these  facts  to  General  Jackson,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  enemy  might  be  driven  from  those  bluffs,  though  they 
were  somewhat  higher  than  any  point  on  cither  side  of  the  river,  by 
J>Iacing  a  large  .amount  of  artillery  on  the  ridge  east  ofK^laaseirs 
iouse  and  on  the  hill  which  I  then  occupied.  X^olonel  Grutchfield 
was  sent  by  General  Jackson  to  examine  the  position  with  me,  but  we 
did  not  meet  until  it  was  so  late  that  nothing  could  be  done.' 

On  the  following  morning,  (22d,)  the  three  divisions,  in  order, 
Ewell,  Hill, and  Taliaferro,  left  their  encampment  near  Beverley's 
ford,  marching  by  farm  ro^ds  and  across  fields  to  Welford's  mill, 
where^they  crossed  Eastham  river,  thence  to  Freeman's  ford,  but  find- 
ing this  ford  strongly  guarded  by  the-enemy,  General  Trimble's  bri- 
gade was  left  to  prevent  a  crossing,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troopa 
moved  across  the  country,  keeping  as  much  as  possible  under  cover, 
to  Dr.  M.  P.  Scott's  farm,  just  opposite  Lee's  Springs.  General  Ear- . 
ly's  brigade  and  a  portion  of  Lawton's  brigade  were  advanced  across 
the  Rappahannock,  and  took  position  respectively  on  the  FozvUle  and  , 
Warrenton  roads.  Heavy  musketry,  during  the  evening,  announced 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river  and  attacked  General  Trimble, 
but  later  it  was  found  thawie  had  driven  them  back.  A  very  heavy 
fall  of  rain  during  the  night  raised  the  Rappahannock  so  much  as  to 
render  it  entirely  impassable,  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  In  their  retreat, 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  Lieutenants  G.  R.  ^Howard  and 
H.  T.  Rogers,  engineers  on  General  Hill's  staff,  commenced  to  build  a 
temporary  bridge  for  the  passage  of  General  Early's  troops.  About 
eleven,  A.  M.,  General  Jackson,  fearing  lest  the  enemy  might  advance 
a  heavy  force  against  General  Early  befoje  the  bridge  could  be  &ii«' 
ished,  ordered  me  to  point  out  to  General  Early's  assistant  adjutant 
general,  Major  Hall,  a  road  by  which  the  brigade  might  be  moved  to 
Waterloo  in  case  it  should  be  forced  back.  This  was  done,  and  on  my 
return  to  the  Springs,  a  little  before  sunset,  I  found  the  bridge  com- 
pleted and  General  Early  engaged  in  an  artillery  fight  with  the  ea« 
emy,  advancing  on  the  Foxville  road ;  they  were  driven  back,  and  dur- 
ing the  night  General  Early  recrossed  into  Culpeper.  A  fieroe 
cannonade  was  kept  up  during  the  entire  day  of  the  iitk  between  oar 
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batteries,  on  the  hills  near  Dr.  Scotf  s,  and  those  of  the  enemy,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  About  three,  P.  M.,  I  received  an  order; 
from  General  Jackson  to  report  immediately  to  him  at  Jcffersonton, 
which  being  done,  he  directed  me  to  select  the  most  direct  and  cov- 
ered rente  to  Manassas.  I  recomm<^nded  that  by  Amissville,  Hin- 
son's  mill,  Orlean,  Salem,  Thoroughfare  and  Gainesville,  which  he 
approved,  and  directed  me  to  select  guides,  which  1  did  from  Captain 
Adams'  company,  sixth  Virginia  cavalry,  and  to  direct  the  front  divis- 
ion, in  person,  at  dawn  on  the  following  morning.  Finding  General. 
Eweirs  division  the  most  advanced,  I  conducted  it  through  Amiss- 
ville and  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Hinson's  mill.  Soon  after 
crossing  the  river,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  take  a  por- 
tion«of  the  Black  Horse  cavalry.  Captain  Randolph,  and  Captain 
Tebbs'  company  second  Virginia  cavalry,  and  advance  to  Salem,  which 
place  I  reached,  via  Orleans  and  Hume  Run  church,  about  four,  P.  M., 
without  encountering  any  •portion  of  the  enemy's  forces.  Later  in 
the  evening,  Colonel  Munford  came  up,  with  the«econ(l  Virginia  cav- 
alry, and  we  spent  the  night  in  the  town,  the  advance  of  the  infantry 
encamping  a  mile  south  of  the  town. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  General  Ewell  moved  forward,  fol- 
lowed by  A.  P.  Hill  and  Taliaferro,  passing  through  The  Plains  and 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  to  Gainesville.  Here,  leaving  the  Manassas  road 
and  moving  to^  the  right,  the  advance  came  in  sight  of  Bristoe  Sta- 
tion, Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  about  sunset,  just  after  one  of 
the  enemy's  trains  of  cars  passed  the  station.  Advancing  suddenly,  the 
Louisiana  brigade  captured  a  number  of  prisoners,  acting  as  depot 
and  bridge  guard.  In  a  few  minutes  another  train  came  in  sight, 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria.  It  was  fired  upon  by  the 
Louisiana  brigade,  and  an  attempt  made  to  stop  it,  but  without  effecti 
A  third  train  soon  came  in  sight  and  was  fired  upon;  the  track,  a 
short  distance  beyond  the  depot  had  been  previously  removed,  and  the 
train,  consisting  of  an  engine  with  about  twenty  empty  cars,  was 
thrown  down  a  high  embankment  and  very  much  broken.  A  fifth 
train  shared  the  same  fate.  Still  another  came  in  sight,  but  returned 
in  the  direction  of  Warrenton.  General  Jackson  directed  me  to  move 
the  engines  and  cars  across  Broad  Run  bridge,  in  the  direction  of  Ma- 
nassas Junction,  bat  I  reported,  after  examination,  that  the  engine  and 
cars  were  so  broken  that  it  would  be  impossble  to  move  them  ;  he 
then  ordered  me  to  destroy  the  bridge  over  Broad  Run,  and,  at  day- 
breakon  the  following  morning,  to  fire  the  cars  and  engines,  which  was 
done.  During  the  night.  General  Stuart,  with  a  portion  of  his  cav- 
alry and  General  Tvimble's  brigade  of  Ewell's  division,  took  posses- 
sion of  Manassas  Junction,  and  early  on  the  following  morning,  27th, 
General  Taliaferro  and  General  A.  P.  Hill's  divisions  joined  them  at 
that  point.  General  Ewell,  with  Taylor's,  Lawton's  and  Early's  bri- 
gades, remained  at  Bristoe.  After  completing  the  destruction  of  the 
trains  and  bridge,  in  which  I  was  assisted  by  Captain  C.  R.  Howard 
and  Lieutenant  H.  T.  Rogers^  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  staff,  I  joined^ 
Genepfld ^Jackson  just  in  time  to  see  the  reai^of  t^e  enemy's  retreat- 
ing eohiinn.    Daring  the  evening.  General  Ewell  had  ^^risk  en* 
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l^agement  with  the,  adrunet  of  Pope's  ^^mj^  moring  from  Warrenton 
in  the  direction  of  Alexandria ;  he  fell  back  to  Mauaasas  Jonotion  at 
sunset. 

Daring  the  night  the  entire  command  marched  in  the  direction  of 
Sndley  Mills,  and  bivonacked  between  Cartharpii^  creek  and  Sad- 
ley  Mills,  one  mile  north  of  Gro?eton.  On  the  following  daj,  I 
was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  rear,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  command 
till  the  19  th  September. 

Enclosed  yoa  will  find  a  map  of  the  region  from  Orange  Conrt- 
House  to  Sodley  Mills,  with  the  route  of  the  corps  designated  by  a 
heavy  black  line. 

I  am,  Colonel,  most  respectfally, 

J.  K.  BOSWELL, 
Captain  and  Chief  JBngineer  td  Army  Chrpt. 
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KEPOET  OP  CAPTAIN  BROWN  OF  BATTLE  OF  SLAUGH- 
TER'S GAP. 

r     Headquarters  Nineteenth  Virginia  Regiment,  > 

October  15,  1862.      $ 

On  Sunday,  tho  14th  of  September,  the  nineteenth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, namberitig  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  after  mapching  from 
Hagerstbwn,  Maryland,  to  Boonsl^oro',  was  ordered  to  load  and  pre- 
pare for  action.  The  sun  was  nearly  setting  behind  the  western 
hills  when  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  top  of  a 
hill,  with  an  open  space  in  front,  where  the  enemy  lay,  concealed 
behind  a  stone  fence,  at  thei  distance  of  fifteen  paces.  A  murderous 
fire  was  at  once  opened  upon  the  regiment  by  the  concealed  foe,  which 
was  manfully  replied  to  by  the  nineteenth  for  more  than  an  hour, 
when  the  ranks  were  thinned  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prove  a  with* 
drawal  absolutely  necessary.  One-third  of  the  men  were  rendered 
unable  to  fight,  and  a  precipitous  retreat  from  the  hill  was  ordered. 
In  this  engagement  Colonel  J.  B.  Strange  fell,  seriously  .Wounded, 
and,  in  the  retreat,  was  left  behind.  His  voice  was  heard  after  he 
had  received  his  wound  urging  his  men  to  stand  firmly,  and  he  com- 
manded with  that  coolness  and  darin'g  that  is  found  only  in  the  truly 
brave.  In  addition  to  this  severe  loss,  the  regiment  mourns  the 
death  of  Lieutenant  M.  A.  Shepherd,  of  company  B,  than  whpm  a 
truer  patriot,  a  firmer  officer,  or  a  nobler  youth,  is  not  to  be  found  in 
oar  country's  service.  The  list  of  casualties  shows  the  nuotfer  of  the 
brave  ever  to  be  lamented  by  the  friends  of.  the  nineteenth.  The 
command  fell  upon  Captain  John  L.  Cochran,  after  the  fall  of  Colo- 
nel Strange.  Total  loss,  sixty -three.  Names  have  been  heretofore 
furnished. 

^      ^  B.BROWN, 

^  Captain  commafiding  Regiment 
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REPORT    OF    MAJOR    EROBBL  OF  SECOND    BATTLE  OF 

MANASSAS. 

Camp  near  FREi>EiticK»  MaiA.anD|  > 
September  9,  186S.      ) 

Captain  W.  B.  Sellers, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :  '  ^ 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
partici*pation  of  the  batteries  under  my  command  in  the  battles  of 
Friday  and  Saturday,  August  29  th  and  SOth: 

At  eleven y  A.  M.,  on  Friday,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hood  to 
proceed  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike  road  and  report  to  General 
Stuart.  This  I  did,  with  Captain  Bachman^s  battery,  Reilly  being 
already  in  position  on  the  left,  and  Garden  having  no  long-range 
pieces.  General  Stuart  had  selected  a  position  near  the  Alexandria 
and  Orange  railroad.  The  battery  was  brought  up,  and  immediately 
opened  with  marked  effect  on  a  column  of  the  enemy  moving  to  the 
right,  which  at  once  changed  direction,  moving  rapidly  to  the  left. 
Fifteen  rounds  were  fired,  when,  the  distance  being  greatly  increased, 
I  ordered  Captain  Bachman  to  cease  firing.  At  one,  P.  M.,  Captain 
Reilly  was  ordered  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  and  to  take  position 
with  other  batteries  on  .a  hill  commanding  the  hills  near  Groveton 
house,  where  the  enemy  had  several  batteries  strongly  posted.  Im- 
inodiatelj|.afterwards,  I  proceeded  with  Captain  Bachnfan's  battery  to 
the  same  position,  (Captain  Garden's  being  considered  of  too  short 
range  to  be  effective  there.)  The  position  asMgned  us  was  on  the 
extreme  left,  both  batteries  passing  through  a  h^avy  fire  in  reaching 
it.  After  being  hotly  engaged  for  two  hours  and-a-half,'and  firing 
about  one  hundred  rounds,  the  enemy  ceased. firing  and  withdrew  his 
guns.  We  were  then  ordered  to  return  to  tl^  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  replenishing  our  ammunition.  At  three,  P.  M.,  on  Saturday,  I 
was  ordered  by  General  Longstreetto  proceed  down  the  turnpike  with 
all  the  batteries  and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  opening  fire 
on  the  enemy's  batteries  posted  in  an  orchard  near  Dogan's  house. 
Immediately  after,  I  was  ordered  to  change  position  to  the  right  of 
the  road  and  advance,  which  was  done.  Captain  Reilly  taking  posi- 
tion on  the  hill  in  front  of  Groveton  house,  engaging  the  batteries 
immediately  in  front,  under  a  terrific  fire,  while  Bachman's  battery 
advanced  still  further,  passing  through  t]||e  broods  to  the  right,  and 
assisted  by  the  howitzer  section  of,Reilly's  battery,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Myers,  opened  on  the  flank.  In  changing  position^ 
Captain  Bachman  had  one  of  his  rifl|gun8  disabled^  BoUi  batteries 
were  handled  with  great  s^ill  and  fflrect,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
soon  silenced.  It  being  near  dark,  and  the  ammunition  exhausted, 
Reilly  and  Bachman  were  ordered  to  withdraw.  In  the  meantime,  I 
was  ordered  by  General  Longstreet  to  advance  Captain  Garden's  bat- 
tery in  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  road.  This  was  doAe,  and  &  flank- 
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^  fire  opened  on  the  batteries  near  Dogan^s  house.  We  were  soon, 
^vrever,  orderecl  to  cease,  as  Colonel  Law's  brigade  wasadyanoing  in 
^  opposite  direction  on  the  same  point;  the  Federals,  at  the  same 
scae^  manifesting  great  energy  in  the',  rapidity  of  their  movement 
^^wvn  the  turnpike  and  Sndley  ford  road.  Captain  Garden,  with  two 
.li&er  batteries,  continned  to  pursne  until  the  Sndley  road  was  reached, 
Ixen,  noticing  able  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe  in  the  darkness, 
le  battery  was  finally  withdrawn. 

Of  tbe  conduct  of  officers  and  men  in  both  engagements  I  cannot 
peak  in  terms- too  high.  Captains  Bachman  and  Garden  handled 
leir  batteries  with  great  skill,  while  Beilly  sastained  his  old  and  well 
[lerited  reputation.  lieutenant  Slrgling,  a  gallant  young  officer, 
attached  to  Bachman's  battery,  fell,  serioudy  (supposed  to  be  mortally) 
mounded,  at  his  guns,  setting  an  example  of  cool  bravery  not  often 
•quailed.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  FROBEL, 
Mkjor  and  Chief  of  ArtUkry,  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  FROBEL  OF   BATTLE   OF  SHARPS- 

BURG. 

'    OCTOBCR    ty    188S. 

Captain  W.  H.  Sellers,  A.  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  Tn  eompliflnce  with  orders  to  report  the  participation  of 
the  batteries  under  my  eommand  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Sharpsburg,  I  would  respectfnllj  sabmit  the  following  : 

After  bringing  up  the  rear  on  the  ma:rch  from  Boonsboro*,  Cap- 
tains Reilly  and  Bachman's  batteries  i^ere  placed  in  position  bj 
Colonel  Walton  about  noon  on  Monday,  the  15th  September,  on  a 
hill  tQ  the  right  of  the  tnrnpike  road  and  a  short  distance  in  front  of 
Sharpsbtirg ;  Grarden's  battery  being  held  in  reserve,  in  case  the 
enemy  should  attempt  an  advance  by  a  bridge  oyer  the  Antietam, 
still  further  to  the  right.     We  held  these  positions  on  Monday  night 

On  Tuesday,  a  fierce  cannonade  was  kept  up  between  our  battoriei 
and  those  of  the  enemy,  in  which  Captain  Reilly  was  ordered  by 
Colonel  WHiton  to  participate  until  his  rifle  ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted, but  without  any  perceptible  result.  Bachman's  battery 
was,  at  the  same  time,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  but  had  orders  not  to 
reply.     Tuesday  night  we  occupied  the  same  positions. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  battle  was  again  renewed.  Captain 
Reilly  was  sent  (o  the  rear  to  replenish,  if  possible,  his  exhausted 
ammunition.  •  At  eight  o^clock,  A.  M.,  Captain  Bachman,  with  a  sec- 
tion of  Napoleon  guns,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  extreme  left  of 
our  line  and  report  to  General  Longstreet.  Shortly  after,  he  was 
placed  in  position  in  a  corn-field,  and  opened  on  the  enemy  at  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  position  was  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who  occupied  a  wood  not  more 
than  fifty  yards  off.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  section  lost  three  men 
wounded,  two  mortally,  and  six  Jiorses  killed.  .Finding  that  to  con- 
tinue longer  would  involve  the  loss  of  his  guns.  Captain  Bachman 
withdrew  to  a  hill  near  by  and  reported  the  section  disabled,  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  men  and  horses.  I  ordered  him  to  retire,  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  damages.  In  the  meantime,  his  rifle  section 
was  hotly  engaged  near  the  turnpike.  This  section  was  in  charge 
of  Sergeant  ^^chlemmermeyer,  who  fought  his  guns  most  gallantly, 
and  remained  in  position  until  all  his  ammunition  was  expended. 
.  At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  orders  from'Maj(Mr  General  Jones 
to  prepare  to  hold  the  road  leading  from  the  bridge  over  the  Ancie- 
tam,  on  our  extreme  right.  A  few  minutes  after,  the  enemy  were 
reported  advancing,  the  infantry  neai'  the  bridge  at  the  same  time 
giving  way.  I  immediately  placed  Crarden's  battery  in  position  on 
the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy  had  crossed  the  bridge  and  were 
advancing  rapidly,  under  cover  of  a  furious  fire  from  all  their  batte- 
ries, concentrated  upon  ns,  when  Garden's  battery  opened  a  moat 
destructive  fire  upon  them  and,  assisted  by  a  rifle  section  under  Gap* 
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Uin  Squierf,  soon  dnrre  ttem  back.  F«ari&g  Uirf  might  yet  turn 
us  by  passing  still  further  to  the  right,  I  directed  Gaptain  (Hrdon  to 
look  well  to  the  road  and  woods  in  front  of  him,  while  I  proceeded 
to  the  right  in  search  of  General  Jonee.  On  arriving  at  the  top  of 
the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  road,  the  enemy  were  seen  adraneing,  in 
stro&ff  force,  in  that  direction.  By  permission  of  General  Jones,  I 
placed  Cai)4ain  Brown's  battery  in  position  at  this  point.  The  ene^  . 
my  were  distant  about  four  hundred  yards,  when  he  opened  a  hot  and 
well  directed  fire  upon  them,  breaking  their  ranks  and  driving  them 
back  to  the  coyer  of  a  hill  from  which  they  had  just  advanced. 

At  this  time,  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  (infantry  and  artillery) 
were  moving  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  When  near  the 
bridge,  they  halted  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  I  immediately  sent 
to  Captain  Beilly  to  come  np,  as  the  guns  then  in  position  were  all* 
short-range  and  oould  not  reach  them  on  the  bridge.  Being  without 
ammunition,  only  his  howitzer  section  was  available.  I  at  once 
placed  it  in  position.  The  enemy  had,  in  the  meantime,  advanced 
some  eight  or  ten  guns  across  the  river  and  placed  them  in  front  of 
us.  Under  fire  of  these,  assisted  by  all  their  long-range  batteries  on 
the  opposite  bank,  dieir  line  advanced.  Their  sharpshooters  at  the 
same  time  opened  a  hot  fire  on  us  from  a  corn-field  on  our  right,  a 
stone  fence  in  front,  and  a  wood  and  orchard  near  by.  Our  batteries 
Immediately  replied,  and  continued  their  fire  until  the  line  was  broken 
and  the  enemy  recoiled. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  were  distant  less  than  one  hundred  yards. 
Oar  ammunition  was  exhausted.  One  of  Captain  Garden's*  guns  was 
dismounted,  the  carriage  being  entirely  destroyed ;  another  rendered 
utterly  useless  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  while  from  one  of  Captain 
Reilly's  pieces  all  the  horses  had  been  killed.  But  three  guns  re- 
mained fit  for  service,  and  they  were  without  ammunition.  Having 
run  the'  pieces  to  the  rear  by  hand  and  secured  our  disabled  guns,  the 
enemy  all  the  time  advancing  and  firing  upon  us,  I  ordered  the  bat- 
teries  to  retire.    • 

In  passing  to  the  turnpike.  Lieutenant  Bamsay,  in  command  of 
the  rifle  section  of  Captain  Beilly's  battery,  came  up  to  our  8U](>port. 
At  that  time  the  enemy  occupied  the  position  we  had  just  left,  and 
were  advancing  in  line'  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Bamsay  to  take  pcsi- 
tion  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  road  and  open,<which  he  did,  soon  ^ 
breaking  their  line  and  throwing  them  into  great  confusion.  At 
tMstime  General  A.  P.  Hill  came  up,  and,  charging,  drove  them 
from  thf  field. 

I  regret  to  report  that  first  Lieutenant  Pringle,  of  Garden's  bat- 
^0^1  after  fighting  his  guns  most  gallantly,  fell,  late  in  the  day, 
mortally  wounded,  knd  has  since  died. 

I  oannot  too  highly  applaud  the  conduct  of  both  ofiElcers  and  men. 
^aptains  Bachmaa  and  Beilly  fought  their  batteries  with  their  usual 
determination  and  devotion  to  the  cause.  Captain  Garden,  Lieu- 
^^*^ts  Simmons,  My«rs,  Bamsay,  and  Sergeant  Schlemmermeyer 
deserve  particolar  notice  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  battle, 
^d  also  Assistant'Surgeon  Bnist  for  his  attention  to  the  sick.    Act- 
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ing  Adjutant  W.  L.  Soott  rendered  mid  great  Msisftaace^aiid  is  entitled 
to  my  warmest  thanks. 
Enclosed  you  will  find  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

B..W.  FROBEL, 
Major  and  Chief  <f  Artilkry^  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BAKER. 

HEADQUARTEaS   FiRgT  NoRTH    CaROLIKA    OaVALRT,  > 

AuguH  9,  1863.  5 

^ptain  Barker, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  First  Brigade  : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  advanced  to 
e  Gatewood  field  about  nine  o'clock, 'P.  M.,  on  the  4th  instant,  and 
lere  halted  during  the  night.  A  courier  was  despatched  to  Lieu- 
nant  Colonel  Toung  and  to  me,  at  that  time,  sajing  that  the  enemj# 
as  coming  up  in  large  force — artillery,  infantry  and  cavalry.  I 
amediatiBly  marched  dowh  with  my  regiment  and  soon  satisfied  myself 
lat  the  report  forwarded  to  me  was  correct.  Another  courier  was 
nmediately  forwarded  by  me,  about  half  past  ten  o'clock,  to  Lieu* 
3nant  Colonel  Young  to  make  the  same  report  as  at  first,  and  to 
tate  that  I  thought  they  would  go  by  the  Quaker  road  to  Malvern 
lill  in  the  morning,  and  that  he  must  be  on  the  sllert  and  forward  the 
eport  to  General  Hampton.  I  also  despatched  an  oflScer  to  General 
lipley,  informing  him,  as  he  had  directed  me  to  call  on  him  for  as* 
istanoe  whenever  necessary.  The  officer  says  he  reached  the  Generars 
headquarters  at  a  quarter  to  four,  A.  M.  The  General  wrote  to  me 
mmediately,  authorizing  mo  to  ordeir  up  a  section  of  artillery  and  two 
nfantry  regiments  on  picket  duty  about  four  or  five  miles  in  my 
ear,  and,  if  this  was  not  enough,  to  send  for  the  brigade  that  was 
mi  working.  I  sent  an  order,  at  six,  A.  M.,  for  the  two  regiments  of 
nfantry  and  section  of  artillery  to  come  up,  but  no  answer  was  sent^ 
ind  they  did  not  come  up.  I  was  constantly  expecting  them  until 
;he  arrival  of  General  Ripley,'  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  No 
explanation  ha^  been  given  for  the  failure  of  the  artillery  and 
nfantry  to  come  to  my  assistance  when  ordered  to  do  so.  At 
iaylrght,  the  enemy  advanced  by  the  Nelson  house  and  down  the 
(Quaker  road  to  Malvern  Hill.  I  sent  another  officer,  at  once,  to 
General  Ripley  to  announce  that  intelligence.  General  Hampton 
came  over  to  my  assistance  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  with  the  intention  of  following  them,  until  I  reported  their  force, 
and  also  that  they  were  in  force  in  front  and  already  at  Malvern  Hill. 
Captain  Cheek  made  admirable  disposition  of  his  squadron  on  picket 
to  get  information,  and  the  men  performed  the  duty  with  judgment 
and  bravery,  keeping  their  position  aa  videttes  as  long  as  it  was  . 
possible,  so  as  to  estimate  their  force.  Lieutenant  Iredell^  after  re- 
maining, with  a  few -men  as  videttes  until  the  enemy  was  in  a  few 
Jards  of  him,  fired  and  fell  slowly  back,  killing,  as  I  have  since 
earned,  two  men  and  wounding  several.  The  enemy  endeayored  to  . 
advance  his  pickets  to  covet  his.  march,  but  I  dismounted  Captain 
Siler's  company  as  skirmishers,  and,  after  a  few  moments  of  spirited 
firing,  the  enemy  fell  back,  and  I  obtained  position  to  ascertain  his 
force  again.     Captain  Siler's  officers  and  men  behaTod  veryxgallan|; 
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On  the  £th  and  6th,  thirty-three  prisoners  were  captured  by  Captains 
Barringer's  and  Houston's  squadrons.  I  lost  seven  men  (four  of 
Captain  Cheek's  and  three  of  Captain  Wood's  companies) — a  post 
near  Malvern  Hill,  who  had  orders  to  report  any  advance  of  the  ene- 
my to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Young's  pickets.  They  remained  too  long 
and  were  unable  to  make  their  way  to  him.  One  of  my  men  came  up  to 
me  late  in  the  day  stating  this  fact.  I  also  lost,  on  the  6th,  one  man 
prisoner  from  Captain  Baffin's  company,  and  had  one  badly  wounded 
from  Captain  Houston's  company. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

L.  S.  BAKER. 
Colond  First  North  Carolina  Qnmlry, 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT. COLONEL  YOUNG. 

* 

New  Market  Church,  August  8,  1862, 

Lieutenant  Hamilton, 

A.  and  A.  A,  A.  General :         ^ 

Lieutenant.:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  first  courier  re« 
ported  to  me  at  a  quarter  past  twelve  o'clock,  A.  M.,  August  5th« 
He  was  sent  by  Lieutenant  Early,  who  commanded  my  squadron  on 
picket  at  Malvern  Hill.     This  courier  reported  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing,  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry  and  some  artillery,  upon  the  ^ 
leftfianV  of  the  North  Carolina  cavalry  pickets.  I  immediately  directed 
my  adjutant  to  write  a  note  to  General  Hampton  and  inform  him  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  which  he  did.     I  ordered  the  courier  to  return,  and 
directed  Lieutenant  Early  to  send  out  a  scouting  party.     Lieutenant.^ 
Early  obeyed  the  order.     The  scouting  party  discovered  nothing  in. 
their  front,  and  no  demonstration  was  made  at  this  time  or  afterwards, 
in  pur  front,  as  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  direction  of  the  North. 
Carolina  pickets.     The  second  courier  reported  to  me  between  the- 
hours  of  two  and  three  o'clock.     This  courier  reported  from  Lieu-- 
tenant  Early  that  he  had  been  informed,  by  a  courier  from  the  Northi 
Carolina  pickets,  that  the  enemy  were  still  advancing,  in  strong  force,, 
upon  the  North  Carolina  pickets;  that  they  could  distinctly  hear  the 
sound  of  the  bugles  and  moving  of  artillery.     This  courier  was  sent 
to  General  Hampton  to  report  the  intelligence  to  him.     About  break 
of  day  a  courier  from  the  North  Carolina  pickets  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy  were  still  advancing,  but  that  his  (the  North  Carolina) 
pickets  had  not  been  driven  from  t/mr  posts.     He  reported  that  Colonel 
Baker's  or  my  position  would  be  attacked  by  morning.     This  courier 
was  also  sent  to  General  Hampton.     At  half  past  five  o'clock,  A.  Ml,. 
another  courier  reported  to  me  from  Lieut.  Early.  This  man  reported 
that  a  battery  of  artillery  had  opened  upon  our  reser.va  picket  and. 
our  battery  of  artillery,  (which  was  at  Malvern  house,)  entirely  from, 
their  rear.     The  enemy's  battery  was  playing  from  a  hill  near  Crew's ^ 
house — the  battery  was  supported  by  about  four  hundred!  cavalry,. 
The  courier  reported  th^  he  had  come  for  support,  and  that  unless 
our  peoplo  on  the  hill  sKuld  very  soon  get  help  they  must  certainly 
be  lost.     This  courier  was   sent  to   General  Hampton.     In  a  few^^ 
moments  after  this  time,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Hampton, 
directing  me  to  leave  one  squadron  at  my  camp  and  form  the  otherv 
two  squadrons  in  the  field,  which  was  prepartory  to  moving  to  the 
support  of  Colonel  Baker.     I  received  no  information  after  this  fromi 
Malvern  Hill.     It  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Early  to  say  that  he  kept  up- 
his  picket  lines  during  the  heavy  artillery  fire  from  his  rear,  nor  didi 
he  abandon  them  until  ordered  by  Major  Pickett,  of  the  seventeenth! 
Georgia,  to  do  so.     During  this  movement  upon  Malvern  Hill,  aot  a^ 
single  man  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  my  pickets.     The  ene- 
"^y>  to  their  surprise,  were  firing  from  their  rear  4)eforo^they  wera» 
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Aware  of  tbeir  proximity,  and  I  muBt  say  .that,  i&  my  ofMniom, 
officers  of  the  infantry,  artiUery  and  earalry  deserve  pndae  for 
manner  in  which  they  withdrew  their  troops  from  the  field  when  tky^ 
helieTod  it  vain  to  hope  longer  for  support.    I  have    to  report  r 
loss  as  follows :  Two  men  captared  from  Lieutenant  Earlj*a  sqasdr*: 
and  two  supposed  to  be  killed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 
^  Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG, 
Lieutenant  Cdonet  commanding  Georgia  Legion  Oavdrj, 
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REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MAQRUDER. 

Brigadier  General  Wade  Hampton  :  ^ 

Sir:  I  haTe  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  follow- 
ing report  as  to  the  operationaof  the  enemy  in  front  of  oar  lines  on 
Taeaday  last,  5th  instant : 

At  one  o'clock.  A*  M.,  I  received  a  verbal  xnessage  from  Colonel 
Baker,  through  his  conrier,  to  this  effect :  that  the  enemy  had  driven 
in  his  {Hckets  the  evening  before  to  RiddelFs  shop,  and  that  there 
were  no  pickets  left  between  Riddell's  shop  and  my  reserve ;  he  further 
stated  the  enemy  was  in  large  force,  composed  of  artillery,  cavalry ' 
and  infantry.  From  the  withdrawal  of  Colonel  Baker's  pickets  on  my 
right,  thereby  preventing  any  communication,  on  the  Charles  City 
road,  between  Colonel  Baker's  and  mine,  besides  exposing  my  right 
entirely  to  approach  of  the  enemy  in  case  Colonel  B.  should  fall  back, 
of  which  I  could  have  had  no  information  in  time.  I  immediately, 
upon  reception  of  the  above  information,  ordered  Captain  W.  B. 
Clement,  commanding  the  picket  post,  to  draw  in  his  pickets  on  the 
left  to  the  junction  of  the  Long  Bridge  with  the  Charles  City  (some- 
times called  Quaker)  road,  also  .to  picket  what  is  called  the  Turner 
road,  a  cross  road,  leading  from  Long^  Bridge  road  to  White  Oak 
Swamp  bridge,  and  to  extend  his  line  on  Charles  City  further  to  my 
right,  to  guard  against  surprise  in  that  direction,  to  be  so  picketed  as 
regularly  io  communicate  one  with  another,  thus,  in  the  speediest 
possible  time,  giving  information  to  the  reserve,  which  was  at  the 
bridge,  a  short  distance  this  side,  so  as  to  be  under  cover  of  the  woods^ 
it.  not  being  practicable  on  the  opposite  side.  Between  nine  and  ten, 
upon  my  return  from  visiting  a  portion  of  my  picket  lines,  I  sug- 
gested to  Captain  Clement  the  propriety  of  loosening  a  few  of  the 
poles  on  the  bridge,  so  that  in  case  of  an  advance  of  cavalry,  at 
shortest  possible  notice,  to  tear  up  a  portion  of  the  bridge,  so  -as  to 
« chelS  and  throw  in  confusion  the  advance  column,  whilst  the  men  in 
ambush  would  open  upon  them.  All  of  the  orders,  according  to 
Captain  Clement's  report,  seem  to  have  been  obeved,  as  the  following 
report,  furnished  by  Captain  C,  will  show.  The  orderly  sergeant, 
with  nine  men,  superintended  by  Captain  C,  dismounted  to  loosen 
the  logs  of  the  bridge  ;  they  had  barely  commenced  before  pickets 
reported  the  enemy'  advancing  upon  Turner  and  Dr.  Perman's  road. 
Captain  C.  ordered  courier  to  return  and  watch  movements,  and  stated 
he  wonld  be  with  him  in  a  moment.  Before  getting  on  his  horse, 
(some  fifty  yards  distant,  when  receiving  the  above  information,) 
Captain  C.  heard  firing,  accompanied  with  a  yell,  and  saw  the  pickets 
flying  from  tho  hill,  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  This 
body  of  cavalry  approached  under  cover  of  the  woods,  leaving  the 
road  and  hugging  closely  to  the  swamp  until  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  bridge.  The  pickets  were  watching  the  advance  of  another 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  came  very  near  being  cutoff  from  the  bridge, 
before  seeing  the  approach  of  the  second  body.     Cap^on  Clement 
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attempted  to  check  the  column  by  ordering  his  men  forward    and 
meeting  them,  but  soon  saw  the  impracticability  of  this  moTe,  aa  the 
enemy  was  nearer  the  bridge  than  he ;  the  men  were  drawn  np  by  the 
side  of  the  road^nd  ordered  to  reserve  their  fire  until  the  head  of  the 
column  approached  very  near,  hoping  thereby  to  check  the  column 
and  give  time  to  the  t^en  on  foot  to  mount.      The  men  stood  firm 
amidst  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  did  not  fire  until  ordered,  which  was 
not  given  until  they  were  in  fifteen  yards  of  the  pic&et.      Unfortu- 
nately most  of  our  guns  failed  fire,  from  having  been  exposed  twenty- 
four  hours  on  picket  duty,  as  well  as  caps  being  indifferent.     Captain 
C.  ordered  his  men  to  fall  back  through  the  swamp,  it  being  the  only 
node  of  escape.     Captain  C.'s  and  Caskie's  companies  were  on  picket. 
In  the  skirmish  Captain  Clement  lost  six  men  and  eight  horses,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  captured.     Lieutenant  Doyle,  of  Captain  Caskie's 
company,  having  absented  himself  from  camp  since  the  skirmish,  I 
cannot  be  positive  as  to  the  exact  number  missing  in  his  company. 
They  report  four  missing,  making  ten  in  all.      Three  of  the  ten  are 
reported  wounded.     How  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed  we  cannot 
tell  ;•  several  saddles  were  emptied  and  five  horses  killed.    One  hundred 
men  were  dismounted  and  in  ambush  this  side  of  the  swamp,  the  rest 
of  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  protecting  distance,  with    seven 
pieces  of  artillery.     Not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  could  be 
seen  on  the  opposite  hill,  in  aUition  to  which  I  have  since  learned 
there  was  a  large  body  of  infantry  also.     I  held  my  position  on  this 
side  the  bridge  all  day ;  the  enemy,  maintaining  his  on  opposite  hill, 
about  twelve  hundred  yards  distant,  moved  off  in  the  night,  leaving  a  few 
pickets  only,  which  could  be  seen  next  morning. 

On  the  6th,  I  scouted  on  opposite  side  of  the  swamp  some  four  or 
five  miles,  capturing  eight  piisoners. 

I  have  made  diligent  search  as  to  negligence  on  part  of  picket,  but 
have  found  nothing  indicating  negligence,  unless  it  be  some  of  the 
men  did  not  believe,  after  being  told  by  picket,  that  the  enemy  were 
approaching,  and  Lieutenant  Doyle,  thoughtlessly,  wais  dismotU|^, 
and  had  sent  his  horse  some  distance  to  water.  My  pickets  were  so  » 
placed,  it  seems  to  me,  without  carelessness,  could  not  have  been 
eaptured. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  T.  MAGBUDEB, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commandu^  Tenth  Ckvolry. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  T,  T.  MUNFORD, 

Headquarters  Robertson's  Brigade,  1863. 

Major  J,  T.  W.  Hairston, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  S5th  Aagnst,  my  regi« 
menty  stationed  near  Waterloo  bridge,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Major 
General  Jackson  for  active  service.  One  squadron  sharpshooters,  un- 
der Captain  Ridgeley  Brown,  was  left  at  the  bridge,  at  Hinson^s  mill 
I  was  ordered  in  advance  with  instructions  to  picket  ev^ry  road  lead- 
ing  towards  the  enemy,  which  roads  were  to  be  held  until  the  whole 
army  passed.  The  first  night  we  halted  at  Salem,  and  occupied 
Thoroughfare  Gap  as  soon  after  dawn  as  the  advance  could  get  there. 

On  the  evening  of  the  £6th,  the  advance  guard  captufed  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  Yankees  at  Hajrmarkoc  and  Gainesville.  They  seemed  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  any  movement  of  our  army,  and  we  passed  on  to- 
Trards  Bristoe  Station.  Ascertaining  that  the  depot  was  guarded  by 
a  company  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry,  I  was  ordered  to  capture 
them  (the  pickets  detailed  en  route  had  reduced  my  regiment  to  about 
one  hundred  men)  and  surprise  their  whole  command  ;  but  most  of 
their  cavalry  scampered  away  with  their  horses,  and  many  of  the  infantry 
fled  to  the  hotel  and  other  houses,  and  opened  fire  upon  us.  Just  at 
this  crisis  a  train  of  cars  approached,  which  we  attempted  tO  throw 
from  the  track  by  placing  sills  on  it;  but  in  this  did  not  succeed,  as 
the  t^me  and  materials  at  hand  were  not  sufficient.  In  tliis  skirmish 
we  killed  two  of  the  enemy,  wounded  seven  and  captured  forty-three, 
including  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fourth  New  York  regiment;  a 
major,  three  captains  and  four  lieutenants.  Wo  also  captrured  four- 
teen cavalry  horses  with  some  few  sabres,  carbines  and  pi&tols.  Lieu- 
tenant Wilson  and  privates  Saunders  and  Everett,  of  company  A, 
were  badly  wounded  by  guns  fired  from  the  windows  of  the  houses. 

The  Louisiana  brigade  came* up  to  our  support,  and  succeeded  ill 
capturing  several  trains  of  cars.  The  neis^t  day  I  was  engaged  in 
protecting  the  flank  of  General  Ewell's  divisfon,  and  followed  in  his 
rear  from  Manassas,  picking  up  stragglers  and  destroying  stores  aban- 
doned the  day  previous  by  the  enemy.  At  Groveton  I  was  ordered 
to  join  the  brigade  under  General  Robertson.  About  four  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  on  the  30th,  my  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  when  we 
arrived  nearly  upon  the  spot  where  my  command  had  stood  for  hours 
during  the  battle  of  July  21st,  1861.  We  found  a  company  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Watts  was  ordered  to  charge 
them  with  one  squadron,  which  he  did  with  his  usual  good  spirit,  and 
put  them  to  flight ;  but  soon  discovered  that  they  were  the  advance 
guards  of  Gen,  Buford's  cavalry  brigade,  stationed  under  the  hill,  near 
Lewis'  ford,  which  caused  him  to  halt,  when  the  rest  of  my  re^ment 
was  ordered  up  to  his  support.  As  soon  as  I  had  formed  my  cotHj^ai^d, 
I  determined  to  mQwe  to  the  rear  for  a  better  position;  but  as  l^n  as 
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I  Gommenced  this  moTe»  tb«  enemy  edvaneed  apon  me.  We  were  then 
1168  r  enough  to  hear  each  other's  commands.  Hearing  the  command, 
"  Forward,  trot,"  I  wheeled  my  command  to  the  right-about  by  fonra, 
and  went  at  them  with  drawn  sabres.  The  enemy  were  in  columns 
by  regiments,  composed  of  the  first  Michigan,  fourth  New  Yc^  aad 
first  Virginia.  My  regi^iient,  in  line  of  battle,  going  at  a  gallop,  went 
through  the  advanced  line  of  the  enemy,  engaged  this  and  the  second 
line  in  a  hand-to-hand  fight.  We  were  soon  overpowered  by  numbers, 
and  a  running  fight  ensued,  the  two  commands  being  thoroughly  in* 
termingled.  As  soon  as  the  seventh  aud  twelfth  reinforoed  me,  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  command  commenced  a  retreat.  Had  my  regi- 
ment been  promptly  reinforced  my  command  would  not  have  suffered 
so  severely.  My  regiment  behaved  as  gallantly  as  any  body  of  men 
could  do.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Watts,  Major  Breckinridge,  Lieutenant 
Keleo,  of  company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Walton,  of  company  C,  were 
severely  wounded.  Privates  William  Watson,  Caleb  Dooley,  of  com- 
pany A;  B.  Feck,  S.  W.  McCluer,  C.  Frazier,  J.  M.  Denton  and  W. 
jB^hop,  of  company  C ;  S.  Martin,  company  D ;  J.  Shelton,  G.  T. 
Rncker,  company  E;  F  P.  Harris,  J.  M.  Garrett,  G.  Leftwitch, '  L. 
Roberts,  company  F ;  Jenkins,'  company  G ;  R.  A.  Cheatham  and 
James  Walker,  company  H ;  Joseph  Perkins  and  Moss,  company  K, 
and  John  Lonely  and  R.  W.  Nelson,  of  Captain  Brown's  Maryland 
company,  were  severely  wounded  and  disabled.  Some  twelve  others 
were  slightly  wounded,  but  continued  with  the  command.  Privates 
F.  Noel  and  B.  Wateon,  of  Company  A,  and  Mann,  company  H,  were 
killed.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  my  own  horse  was  killed,  and  that  I 
was  dismounted  by  a  blow.  I  did  not  pursue  the  enemy  further  than 
Bull  Run.     General  Robertson  came  up  and  assumed  command. 

The  seventh  and  twelfth  were  much  complimented  by  those  who 
witnessed  their  pursuit  of  the  enemy.     I  herewith,  enclose  reports  of 
the  commanding  officers.     The  brigade  captured  about  three  hundred 
prisoners  with  a  large  number  of  horses,  arms  and  accoutrements. 
I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  MUNFORD, 
Colonel  commmding. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  T.  L.  ROSSER. 

Hkadqcarters  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry, 
January  10,  1863. 

General  J.  £«  B.  Stuart,  commanding  : 


I  arrived  at  Groveton,  where  I  learned  that  the  enemy  was  moving 
his  wagons  on  a*private  road  to  Manassas  Junction.  I  procured  a 
section  of  artillery  from  Colonel  Bradley  Johnson  and  attacked  them, 
dispersing  their  train  and  turning  them  hack.  This  I  reported  te 
General  Jackson,  who  proceeded  to  the  point  where  I  had  attacked 
the  enemy  to  examine  the  ground  and  the  nature  of  the  movement, 
ordering  me  at  the  same  time  to  picket  well  to  the  front  on  the  turnpike. 
I  soon  found  that  the  enemy,  being  interrupted  on  this*private  road, 
had  changed  the  direction  of  his  mar.ch  and  came  immediately  do^tfi 
the  pike.  General  Jackson  then  attacked  him  on  his  left  flank,  and 
I,  holding  my  regiment  on  the  right,  occupied  myself  in  guarding 
the  right,  and  capturing  many  prisoners  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  I 
camped  on  the  field.  p 

Next  morning  I  moved  around  to  Gainesville,  where,  after  cap- 
turing about  forty  cavalry,  I  was  driven  back  by  the  enemy's  infantry. 
Soon  after  this,  I  received  orders  from   General  Stuart  to  join  the 

column  advancing  from  Haymarket. 

•  «  «  «.  *  •  •  •«• 

Respectfully, 

T.  L.  ROSSER, 
Colonel'  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry. 
Official : 

R.  Channing  Price, 

First  LietUenant  and  A.  A.  A.  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalrt,  > 
October  5,  1862.      J 

To  Major  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  On  the  morning  of  August  SOth,  my  regiment  having  , 
been  considerably  reduced  by  details  of  one  kind  or  other,  the  re- 
mainder was,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  placed  on  picket  on   the 
extreme  right,  in  the  direction  of  Bristoe,  under  command  of  Major 
Douglas. 

Having  been  placed  in  command  of  all  the  artillery  under  your 
command  the  day  previous,  I  still  exercised  control  of  it,  and  n^r 

house,  occupied  by  you  as  your  headquarters,  with  Strft- 

ling'a  and  Bodgera'  batteries,  I  had  been  firing  an  occasional  shot 
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at  the  enemy,  if^ho  threatened  the  position  oecapied  by  Qener«l 
Hood.  When  the  order  for  the  lines  to  advance  was  giTeo,  the  ene- 
my'e  position  on  the  right  being  very  strong,, (occupying  high  wooded 
ground,)  I  threw  Captains  Eshleman,  (Washington  artillery,)  Strlb* 
ling  and  Rodgcfs  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  sending 
Richardson  (Washington  artillery)  more  to  the  left,  to  take  position 
near  the  Chinn  house,  Stribling  sufficiently  to  the  right  and  front, 
and  opened  on  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  lines  and  artillery,  which  fire 
very  soon  causfed  them  to  change  their  position  ;  then  advancing  by 
battery  steadily  on,  when  I  arrived  near  the  Wheeler  house,  where 
I  founcT  myself  at  least  a  half  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  our  lines  on 
my  left,  thus  driving  the  enemy,  by  this  terrible  fire  of  artillery, 
back  on  Bull  Run. 

Receiving  information  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  the  cavalry, 
which  was  my  support  on  the  right,  I  sent  two  guns  of  Captain 
Eshleman's  battery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Norcom, 
to  its  support.  Seeing  that  1  had  an  enfilading  and  reversed  fire,  I 
posted  my  guns  to  the  best  advantage  and  opened  a  most  terrific  fire 
upon  him,  which  caused  him  to  attempt  to  carry,  by  a  desperate 
charge,  my  advance  battery,  which  was  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  by 
Rodger's  canister ;  but  the  cavalry  being  all  the  time  my  only  Bup- 
port,  and  my  position  a^this  time  being  very  close  to  the  enemy,  I 
drew  my  batteries  up  en  echelon,  and  by  keeping  up  a  continued  fire  I 
soon  caused  the  enemy  to  seek  shelter  under  cover  of  the  hill,  which 
change  m  his  position  very  much  relieved  our  infantry. 

I}arkne3s  had  come  on.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  lying 
just  over  the  hill,  in  a  thick  undergrowth  of  pines.  To  advance  my 
batteries  to  a  thick  undergrowth  occupied  entirely  by  infantry  being 
perfectly  absurd,  and  being  unable  to  dislodge  them,  even  with  can-  < 
ister,  I  was  unable  to  advance  further.  After  making  repeated,  but 
fruitless,  endeavors  to  get  infantry  (which,  by  the  way,  was  at  this 
time  near  at  hand — Armistead's  brigade)  to  drive  them  away,  the 
firing  all  along  the  lines  having  ceased,  I  ordered  the  batteries  also 
to  cease  firing  and  move. 

I  am  proud  to  speak  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Bodgers 
and  his  command,  who,  by  coolness  and  determination,  received  the 
charge  of  a  brigade  with  a  fearful  volley  of  canister,  waiting  first 
until  the  enemy  reached  the  deadly  ground  of  fifty  paces.  Indeed, 
the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in  this  desperate  struggle  entitle 
them  to  their  country's  gratitude. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  resuming  command  of  my  regi- 
ment, I  withdrew  my  pickets  and  went  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and, 
being  very  sooa  joined  by  you,  the  results  you  doubtless  remember, 
as  you  were  present  and  witnessed  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  on 
overtaking  the  enemy.  Later  in  the  day,  Robertson's  brigade  having 
come  up,  in  pursuance  with  your  orders  I  proceeded,  with  a  command 
composed  of  my  regiment,  a  detail  of  fifty  m£n  of  Robertson's  com- 
mand, and  one  piece  of  the  Washington  artillery,  to  Manassas,  which 
I  found  abandoned,  save  but  by  over  four  hundred  stragglers,  whom 
I  captured,  with  a  large  lot  of  small  arms.    Five  elegant  ambolanoesy 
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"with  horses  and  Iianiess  complete,  and  a  quantity  of  medical  stores, 
all  of  which  were  duly  turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities.  After 
getting  all  information  I  could  obtain  from  citizens,  and  from  strag* 
glers  of  Banks'  division,  (who,  by  the  way,  had  r^reated  by  way  of 
jBristoe  and  Brentsville,  after  destroying  a  large  lot  of  ammunition 
and  stores  at  the  former  place,)  I  returned  and  rejoined  my  brigade 
next  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully.  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  BOSSER. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN   SQUIERS  OF   THE  WASHINGTON 
•  ARTILLERY. 


Bivouac  Near  Martinsburg/  Ya.,  > 
SejOember  S2,  1862.      5 

Colonel  J.  B.  Waltok, 

,  OhiefofArmery  Right  Wing,  A.  N.  V.  : 

Colonel  :  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Aognst,  the  artillery, 
composed  of  the  first  company  of  Washington  Artillery,  (fonr  three- 
inch  rifles,)  and  Captain  Stribbling's  battery,  (three  Napoleon  gans  and 
one  three-inch  *rifle,)  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  hill  opposite  to 
Rappahannock  Station,  which  you  had  prerioasly  ordered  should  be 
occupied  by  these,  batteries.  While  en  route,  Major  J.  J.  Gramett 
informed  me  that  the  infantry  which  was  to  support  the  artillery  was 
late  in  forming,  and  ordered  me  to  place  the  guns  under  cover  until 
the  support  should  arrire.  Shortly  after  the  brigade  of  General 
Evans  came  up  and  tool:  posfton.  In  the  meantime  Lieutenant 
Chapman  reported  with  a  section  of  the  Dixie  Artillery,  composed  of 
one  Napoleon  gun  and  one  three-inch  rifle.  Major  Garnett  ordered 
n^e  to  place  the  batteries  in  line  in  re^r  of  the  hill  which,  in  your 
reconnoissance,  you  had  determined  should  be  occupied  by  the  artil* 
lery,  which  was  to  form  the  right  of  the  line  of  fire.  The  batteries 
were  formed  in  line  from  right  to  left  in  the  foUowfng  order :  First 
company  Washington  Artillery,  four  three-inch  rifle  guns ;  Dixie 
Artillery,  one  Napoleon  gun  and  one  three- inch  rifle ;  Stribbling's 
battery,  three  Napoleon  guns  and  one  three-inch  rifle.  This  had 
scarcely  been  accomplished  when  the  signal  was  given  from  your 
position  to  **  commence  firing/'  which  was  quickly  responded  to  by 
the  enemy.  The  combat  was  briskly  carried  on  by  the  artillery 
directly  in  our  front  for  half  an  hour,  when  the  en^my  placed  a  bat- 
tery on  the  extreme  left,  and  had  partly  succeeded  in  enfilading  our 
batteries,  when  I  withdrew  the  section  of  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  and 
directed  him  to  engage  the  enemy  on  the  left,  in  order  to  keep  him 
from  enfilading  our  position,  which  object  Lieutenant  G.  accomplished 
under  a  heavy  fire,  and  was  partly  forced  from  his  first  position,  when 
Lieutenant  Sandry,  with  a  section  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery,  re- 
ported, and  was  sen(  to  assist  Lieutenant  G. — the  four  guns  being 
placed  under  Lieutenant  G.,  who  managed  to  keep  a  heavy  enfilading 
nre  from  the  main  batteries  by  the  coolness  and  bravery  with  which 
he  manoeuvred  this  battery.  The  fire  on  both  sides  now  became 
general  and  rapid.  The  enemy  placed  more  artillery  in  position,  and 
for  some  time  I  thought  I  should  have  to  retire,  but  the  enemy  soon 
slackened  his  fire,  and  it  was  evident  he  was  worsted  by  the  projeotilea 
with  which  our  artillerists  assailed  him.  An  officer  now  oame  from 
the  right  and  informed  me  that  the  in&ntry  were  preparing  to  oharge, 
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LXid  to  eease  firing  as  soon  as  thej  appeared.    I  kept  np  tbe  fire, 
-etorning  shot  for  shot  with  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  wTliing  to 
^ive  up  the  combat.     Seeing  this,  and  being  informed  that  General  . 
S vans  (commwding  the  infantry)  was  advancing  to  attack  the  enemy, 
L  ordered  thefonr  (reserve)  guns  of  Lieutenant  Galbraith  in  position » 
bo    engage  the  enemy's  artillery  and  draw  his  attention  while   onr 
troops  were  advancing.     Our  artillery  now  consisted  of  eight  guns, 
vrz :   One  section   of  the  Washington  Artillery  and  one  section  of 
^lanrin's  battery,  Lieutenant  E.  Owen,  of  the  "WaBhington  Artillery, 
eommanding ;  one  section  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and  one  sec- 
-tion  of  the  Dixie  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Galbraith  commanding.     Cap- 
tain Stribbling  had  expended  all  his  amn^unition,  and  I  ordered  him 
from  the  field  to  replenish.     The  firing  was  now  briskly  renewed  on 
both  sides,  which  lasted  for  twenty  minutes.     The  enemy  finally  gave 
up  hia  position,  retired  across  the  Rappahannock,  and  only  replied| 
occasionally  to  our  fire,  and  in  an  hour  after  ceased  firing  altogether. 
It  is  with  pleasure  I  am  enabled  to  speak  of  the  gallantry  with 
-which  Captain  Stribbling,  officers  and  men,  behaTod  on  this  occasion. 
liientenant  Chapman,  with  his  section  of  the  Dixie  Artillery,  behaved 
-with  great  coolness,  and  handled  his  guns  with  effect.     To  Lieuten- 
ants E.  Owen,  J.  M.  Galbraith,  and  those^under  their  command,  I 
would  especially  call  your  attention.     Both  officers  commanded  full 
hatteries,  and  handled  them  with   the  coolness,  bravery  and  good 
judgment  which  has  so  often  on  previous  occasions  won  the  confidence 
of  their  men.    Sergeants  T.  T.  Aby,  C.  L.  C.  Duprey  and  L.  Ik 
Montgomery  rendered  me  efficient  service.     The  latter,  on  previous 
occasions,  has  placed  me  under  many  obligations  for  his  voluntary 
services.  * 

ft 
CasuaUies : 

First  Company  Baiialian  Washington  Artillery, — Killed :  Privates  W. 
Chambers,  R.  T.  Marshall^  J.  Reddington  and  H.  Koss — 4.  Wounded : 
Corporal  W.  H.  West,  privates  John  R.  Fell,  T.  T.  Tumor,  M. 
Mount  and  W.  R.  Falconer. — 6. 

Dixie  Artillery. — Wounded  :  Privates  John  Eddins,  Westley  Pence, 
John  Knight  and  Daniel  Mivrtin — 4.  y 

Siribbling^s  Battery. — Wolinded :  Lieutenant  Archer  and  one  pri* 
yate— 8. 

Total,  4  killed  and  8  wounded. 

Horses  Killed.  Wounded. 
First  company  Bat.  Washington  Art'y,            1  1. 

Btribbling's  battery,  ...  4  G 

Disie  battery,  .        •  .  •  i  0 

Total,        ....  6  1 


One  three^isob  riflo  gw  exploded  darisg  aetian.     Tl|o  battel 
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irere  engaged  from  about  seven  o'oloek,  A.  M.,  to  eleren  o'ciook^  A. 
M.,  aii4  expended  the  following  ammonition : 

First  eompaHy  Washington  Artillery,        .        -        -        .  400 

Seetion  of  Dixie  Artillery,        .        .        .        .         i        ..  299 

Section  of  Maarin's  Artillery,  -        ^        -        -        •'-  119 

Stribbling's  Artillery, 354 

Leake's  Artillery,  (one  gun,)    -        -        -        -        --  10 

Total  number  of  rounds,    -       -        -        -        -        -1,I8S 

'  Captain  Leake  reported  after  the  enemy  had  retired  with  one  rifle 
and  three  smooth-bore  guns.  Ho  sustained  no  loss.  About  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  Msjor  Garnett  rode  up  and  requested  me  to  send  fonr 
rifle  guns  to  Colonel  S.  D,  Lee,  who  was  on  the  right,  near  the  Cen* 
tral  'railroad.  For  this  purpose  I  detached  Lieutenant  Owen  wiUi  one 
section  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and  one  section  of  Maurin's  bat^ 
tery.  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  at  half-p|st  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I 
ordered  all  the  guns  back  to  their  respective  commands. 
Very  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  SQUIERS, 
Oaptain  commanding  First  Company  Bat,  Washington  ArtHtery, 
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REPORT  OF    CAPTAIN    MILLEE,   WASHIN^ON   ARTIL. 

LERY. 


Bivouac  near  Martinsbur69  September  SSd,  1862. 

To  Colonel  J.  B.  Walton, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Dimsion  : 

Cjolonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
28d  August,  ultimo,  pursuant  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  with  my 
battery  of  four  smooth-bore  Napoleon  twelve-pounders,  to  a  point  on* 
the  right  of  and  near  the  road  to  B^everley  ford,  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock river,  and  distant  about  a  thousand  yards  from  the  river.  My 
position  on  a  hill  sloping  towards  the  river,  was  not  such  a  oile  as  I 
would  have  desired,  though  doubtless  the  best  the  locality  afforded. 
At  sunrise,  I  discovered  a  battery  of  the  enemy  in  position  immedi- 
ately in  our  front  on  a  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  I  opened 
on  it  with  spherical  case.  The  enemy  replied  briskly,  and  for  half  an 
hour  the  firing  was  very  spirited.  During  this  time,  I  was  considera- 
bly annoyed  by  an  enfilading  fire  of  a  long-range  battery,  posted  to 
our  right,  and  entirely  beyond  our  range.  After  nearly  an  hour's 
engagement,  I  was  gratified  to  notice  that  the  fire  of  the  battery 
in  our  front  had  perceptibly  slackened,  indeed,  almost  entirely  ceased. 
Up  to  this  time  but  one  of  my  men  had  been  wounded,  and  two'horses 
killed.  The  batteries  supporting  me  on  my  left  at  this  juncture  re- 
tired from  the  fiel^,  subjecting  me  to  a  galling  cross  fire  from  the  en- 
emy's rifle  battery  in  their  front.  I  immediately  changed  front  on 
the  left  and  replied.  The  enemy  having  our  exact  range,  fired  with 
terrible  precision  and  effect.  For  some  time  we  maintained  this 
unequal  .conflict,  "when,  having  nearly  exhausted  my  ammunition, 
and,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  retired  by  half  battery  from  the 
field. 

I  have^to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  gallant  officer  in  the  person  of  First 
Lieutenant  Isaac  W.  Brewer,  who  was  killed  just  as  he  was  taking 
his  section  from  the  field.  Throughout  the  fight  he  managed  his  sec- 
tion with  consummate  ability,  and  fell  while  cheering  his  men.  The 
service  has  lost  no  braver  officer. 

My  caanalties  were : 

Killed,  First  Lieut.  L  W.  Brewer ;  privates,  Thompson,  McDon- 
ald and  Dolan — four. 

Wounded,  Corporal  P.  W.  Pettiss  ;  privates  James  Tully,  Levy, 
Bourshee,  Maxwell,  Crilly,  Korwin,  Lynch  and  Joubert— nine. 

Twenty- one  horses  killed.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-six  rounds  am- 
munition expended. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  coolness  and  intrepidity 
of  my  command;  but,  where  all  acted  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to 
particularize.  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  however,  were  I  not 
to  mention  Lieutenants  Hero  and  McElroy,  and  m}[^  i^oi^-ciommissioned 
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cflEfcerSy  Sergeants  McNeil,  Handy,  GoIIinSy  Bllis  and  Stocker,  ui 
Corporals  Coyle,  Kremnelberg,  Pettiss  and  Do  Blanc,  irho,'by  tt^r 
coolness  and  close  attention  to  duty,  contributed  not  a  little  to  ± 
efficiency  of  xoy  battery. 

Repectfttlly, 

M.  B.  MItLER, 
Captain  cofjtmanding  Sd  company  B.  W.  J. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKEi^ 

Headquakters  Artillery  Battalion,  March  1,  1863, 

l!l»jor  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General^  Light  Division  : 

I^AJOR :  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  foIlQwing  report  of  the  part 
»ilcen  by  th'e  artillery  of  the  light  division  in  the  series  of  battles, 
commencing  with  Warrenton  Springs,  Augast  24,  1662: 

IVe  arriyed,  as  you  know,  near  Warrenton  Springs,  on   Friday 
B^ening  the  22d  of  Aagnst.     My  c6mmand  was  all  encamped  that 
aigfat  near   Scott's  honse.     At  early  dawn  on  Saturday  morning;  I 
bad  all  my  batteries,  with  the  exception  of  Captain  Crenshaw's  (his 
being  short-range  guns)  battery,  posted  on  the  heights.      Captain 
Mcintosh's  occupying  the  right.  Captain  Latham  next,  Captain  Fleet  and 
Liieutcnant  Hardy  next.     On  west  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Jef- 
fersonton  to  Warrenton  Springs,  Captains  Braxton  and  Davidson  wisre 
in  position.    All  was  quiet  on  Saturday,  until  late  in  the  evening,  when 
the  enemy  advanced  several  of  their  batteries  and  attacked  the  artil* 
lery  and  infantry  of  General  Early's  brigade,  which*  had  been  thrown 
across  the  river.     In  this  we  took  no  part.     On  Sunday  morning,  the 
24th  August,  the  enemy  commenced  taking  position  opposite  our 
batteries.     General  Early  having  been  withdrawn,  at  ten  o'clock  they 
opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  our  position,  to  which  w6  replied  for  a  few 
minutes,* but  received  an  order  to  withhold  our  fire  until  the  infantry 
should  make  its  appearance.     At  about  twelve,  the  enemy's  infantry 
advanced,  apparently  with  the  intention  of  taking  possession  of  the 
bridge  which  we,  the  day  before,  constructed.      In  accordance  with 
orders,  we  opened  upon  them  with  all  the  guns.      They  were  soon 
driven  back,  occasionally  showing  themselves  afterwards ;   but  with 
the  same  result.     Their  loss  was  great,  and,  though  we  were  under  a 
terrific  fire  from  not  less  than  seven  batteries  from  ten  o'clock  till  six, 
P.  M.,  our  loss  was  very  small.     The  officers  and  men  distinguished 
themselves  on  this  occasion.     We  were  relieved,  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M., 
by  the  artillery  of  General  Hood's  division,  and  retired  to  camp  near 
Jeffersonton.     My  batteries  were  unparked  «^  early  dawn  on  Monday 
morning,  August  2dih,  and,  after  a  most  fatiguing  march,  arrived  at 
Bristoe  Station  about  nine  o'clock  Tuesday  night,  where  we  camped 
for   the  night.      Wednesday  morning,  I  was  ordered  to  follow  my 
division  to  Manassas.     As  we  approached  the  junction  we  were  fired 
upon  by  two  of  the  enemy's  rifled  guns.      Captain  Pegram  being  in 
front,  his  battery  was  carried  forward  and  placed  in  position  in  an  old 
redoubt.     Captain  Braxton's  battery  waa  posted  on  the  east  side  of 
the  railroad,  and  the  batteries  of  Captains  Mcintosh  and  Crenshaw 
occupied  the  intermediate  ground.      The  enemy's  battery  was  soon 
silenced,  and  a  New  Jersey  brigade  was,  after  some  very  pretty  prac- 
tice on  the  part  of  Captains  Pegram,  Crenshaw;  Mcintosh  and  Brax- 
ton, broken  and  put  to  flight.      We  moved  on  with  the  intention  of 
27 
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following  them  up,  but  the  character  of  the  country  was  snch  as  to 
render  sncceBsfal  pursait  imposBible,  and  the  idea  was  abandon^. 
Th^re  was  no  loss  on  our  sidet;  but  it  is  beliered  that  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  was  considerable.  Wednesday  night,  at  twelre  o'clock,  we 
took  up  line  of  march  for  Centreville,  and  from  thence  we  marched 
to  the  battle-field  of  Manassas,  where  we  arrived  Thursday  evening, 
the  28th  of  August.  The  artillery  took  no  part  in  the  engagement 
of  that  afternoon.  On  Friday,  the  29th  August,  the  batteries  were 
placed  in  position  on  the  ridge  in  rear  and  to  the  left  of  General  A. 
r.  Hill's  division.  Captain  Braxton's  battery  was  engaged  early  in 
the  forenoon  on  the  extreme  left,  with  the  loss  of  some  of  his  horses. 
Upon  the  cessation  of  the  enemy's  fire,  ours  ceased  also.  In  the 
afternoon,  a  section  of  Captain  Pegram's  battery  hotly  engaged  the 
enemy  on  the  right.  His  position  was  in  rear  of  General  Fields'  and 
Gregg's  brigades.  The  loss  of  this  section  was  very  heavy,  and^  the 
fire  continuing  with  unremitted  severity,  it  was  withdrawn.  Captain 
Braxton  was  then  ordered  to  the  position,  and,  with  five  guns,  held  it, 
with  loss»  under  a  terrific  fire,  until  night  closed  in  upon  the  field. 
Captain  Crenshi^w's  battery  was  also  engaged  during  the  day  from  a 
point  in  rear  of  General  Fender's  brigade.  On  Saturday,  August 
80th,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Braxton,  Pegram,  Latham,  Davidson, 
Mcintosh  and  Crenshaw,  were  all  engaged  at  intervals  on  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  infantry.  The  enemy  made  several  demonstrations  with 
both  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  left,  all  of  which  were  promptly 
repelled  by  those  batteries. 

In  the  battle  of  Ox  Hill,  Monday,  September  1st,  my  command  did 
not  participate,  though  near  the  spot  and  under  fire.  Two  oCthe  bat- 
teries, viz :  Captain  Mcintosh's  and  Braxton's,  being  in  position. 

At  Leesburg,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham  and  Fleet,  and  a 
section  of  Captain  Pegram's,  were,  by  order,  left  in  camp  to  recruit 
Nothing  worthy  of  mention  in  this  report  transpired  in  our  march 
through  Maryland,  nor  until  our  arrival  at  Harper's  Ferry  on  the 
13th  of,  September. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  14th,  my  artillery,  by  order  of 
Major  General  Hill,  went  into  battery  on  a  height  some  two  miles 
southwest  of  Bolivar  Heights,  from  which  point  we  shelled  the  woods 
on  Bolivar  Heights,  south  of  the  enemy's  earthworks.  About  sunset 
of  the  same  evening,  the  rifle  section  of  Captain  Mcintosh's  command 
vent  into  battery  on  Bolivar  Heights  at  a  point  about  eight  hundred 

Iards  distant  from  the  enemy's  earthworks.    General  Hill's  division 
eing  in  advance  of  him. 

Before  dawn  next  morning,  Monday  18th,  a  section  from  the  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Braxton,  Pegri^m  and  Davidson,  and  the  fuU  bat- 
tery of  Captain  Crenshaw,  were  carried,  though  with  much  difficulty, 
to  the  point  occupied  by  Captain  Mcintosh,  (Captain  Crenshaw's  bat- 
tery was  held  in  reserve,  there  being  no  position  for  his  guns.)  At 
daylight,  the  batteries  opened  with  rapid  and  effective  fire  upon  the 
enemjr's  works,  and  were  responded  to  by  two  batteries,  firing  quickly 
and  without  good  direetion. 
By  General  Hill's  order,  our  fire  ceased  as  soon  as  that  of  the 
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enemy  was  discontinued^  which  occurred  in  an  hour.  At  the  latter 
part  of  the  engagement,  Captain  Crenshaw  relieved  Captain  Braxton, 
whose  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

After  a  short  interval,  the  enemy's  guns  again  opened,  hut  slowly 
and  without  effect.  The  guns  of  Captains  Pegram  and  Crenshaw 
were  advanced  about  four  hundred  yards  nearer  their  earthworks,  and 
opened  furiously  upon  it.  In  five  minutes  a  white  flag  floated  upon 
the  works,  and  the  battle  ceased.  .  In  this  battle  our  casualties  were 
slight,  as  heretofore  reported. 

I  carried  four  of  my  batteries  into  the  fight  at  Sharpsburg,  viz  : 
l^raxton's,  Pegram's,  Mcintosh's  and  Crenshaw's;  Captain  Davidson's 
^as  left  at  Harper's  Ferry  with  General  Thomas'  brigade.     My  com- 
mand arrived  upon  the  field  at  about  three,  P.  M.,  and  went  imme- 
diately into  action.     Captain  Mcintosh  took  position  to  the  right  and 
in  rear  of  General  Toombs'  brigade — in  rear  of  the  position  after* 
wards  taken  by  General  Archer's  brigade.      Here  he  was  hotly 
encountered  by  several  batteries  of  the  enemy,  to  whom  he  responded 
vigorously  until  his  attention  was  attracted  by  the  steady  and  formi- 
dable advance  of  the  enemy's  infantry  upon  his  position.     The  infan- 
try on  the  left  not  supporting  him,  the  enemy  continued  to  advance 
in  defiance  of  his  rapid  and  effective  fire,  until  within  sixty  yards  of 
his  guns,  when  Captain  Mcintosh  was  forced  to  withdraw  his  men,, 
horses  and  limbers.      By  this  time.  General  Archer's  brigade  had 
formed  in  line  of  battle  to  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and,  before  the* 
enemy  reached  the  guns,  charged  and  drove  them  back  in  great  con- 
fusion.    Captain  Pegram's  battery  was  posted  on  the  right  of  Captaia 
Mcintosh's,  and  directed  to  fire  chiefly  upon  the  enemy's  infantry. 
One  gun  of  this  batterji(the  ammunition  of  the  balance  having  giveUi 
out)  together  with  Captain  Braxton's  rifle,  which  had  been  engaging 
the  enemy  from  a  point  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Captain  Pegram's,. 
were,  at  four  and-a-half,  P.  M.,  placed  in  battery  on  a  height  forming, 
the  extreme  right  of  the  light  division  and  giving  an  enfilading,  fire. 
From  this  point,  they  were  worked  with  beautiful  precision  and  great 
effect  upon  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  till  nightfall  closed  the  engage- 
ment.    Captain  Pegram's  gun  was  withdrawn  after  a  few  rounds^  the 
men  being  exhausted  by  their  march  from  Harper's  Ferry  and  the 
labor  of  the  guns.     Captain  Crenshaw's  bajttery  was  the  last  to  reach> 
the  field  and  take  ^  position  on  a  hill  in  front  of  Captain  Mcintosh's^ 
from  which,  disregarding  the  enemy's  artillery,  he  directed-  his^  fire* 
entirely  at  their  infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  WALKER; 
Lieutenant  Oolond  commanding  Battalioni, 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  A.  W.  HARMAN.  \ 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Virginia  GAVAUtr.  > 

October  6,  1862.      5 

To  Colonel  T.  T.  Munforp, 

Comm4tnding  Roherts<nC$  Brigade: 

Colonel  :  At  ManassaB,  on  the  SOth  of  August,  about  four  o'clook, 
P.  M.y  I  was  ordered,  with  aix  companies  of  my  regiment,  (A»  B,  C, 
Dy  E,  F  and  H,)  to  support  the  second  Virginia  cavalry.  I  fonnd 
the  enemy  occupying  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Lewis  house  with  the 
first  Virginia  cavalry,  supported  by  a  New  York  and  the  first  Michi- 
gan cavalry,  drawn  up  about  two  hundred  yards  in  their  rear.  I 
charged  the  regiment  on  the  hill  and  drove  them  back  on  their  sup- 
ports, which  were,  in  quick  succession,  broken  and  driven  back  in 
complete  disorder.  I  pursued  them  over  the  run  and  as  far  as  the 
pike,  near  the  stone  bridge,  capturing  many  prisoners,  among  them 
Colonel  Broadhead  and  Major  Atwood,  of  the  first  Michigan  cavalry, 
the  former  severely  wounded.  My  loss  was  six  men  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  HARMAN, 
Colonel  Tmdfth  Virginia  Cawdry. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  PELHAM  OP  ACTION  AT  GROVBTON 

HEIGHTS. 

Near  Fredericksburg,  January  10,  1863. 

General  J.  E,  B.  Stuart: 

General  :  In  compliance  with  your  wishes,  I  submit  the  following 
memoranda  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  battle  of  Grove* 
ton  Heights: 

By  your  orders,  I  left  Centreville   on  Thursday,  the  28th  of 

August,  1862,  in  rear  of  General  Jackson's  corps.     I  marched  with- 

out  interruption  till  I  had  crossed  Ball  Bun,  at  Lewis'  ford,  when  a 

small  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared  in  my  rear.     I  detached 

Liieutenant  Breathed  with  one  piece  as   a  rear-guard,  and  moved  on 

with   the  rest  of   my  battery.      A  few  well-directed  shots  from 

Sreathed's  gun  dr.ove  the  enemy  off.     I  moved   up  the  Warrenton 

pike,  and,  when  near  the  **  Jim  Robinson  house,"  I  overtook  the  rear 

of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  which  had  just  left  the  turnpike  and 

was  moving  along  a  by-road  to  the  right.     I  moved  to  the  right  of 

this  division  and  passed  it.     I  moved  on  and  parked  my  battery  in  a 

field,  where  General  Jackson  had  ordered  all  his  artillery  to  await 

orders. 

Just  before  night,  orders  came  for  twenty  pieces  to  move  rapidly 

to  the  front.     I  took  three  pieces^  at  a  gallop,  through  a  thick  wooa 

in  front  of  this  general  park,  bearing  to  the  right  of  the  troops  in 

position,  (Ewell's  division,)  crossed  the  old  railroad  about  one  mile 

from  Groveton,  and  took  position  between  it  and  the  turnpike.     I 

neglected  to  state  that  one  of  my  guns  was  anable  to  keep  up  and 

was  lost  from  the  battery,  it  being  dark  and   the  road  narrow  and 

winding.    I  reported  to  General  Jackson,  and  he  told  me  that  his 

chief  of  artillery.  Major  Shumaker,  would  show  mo  a  position.     He 

conducted  me  across  the  railroad,  as  above  stated.     I  moved  on  at  a 

gallop  until  a  heavy  volley  of  musketry  apprised  me  of  the  enemy's 

presence.     I  immediately  put  my   guns  in  position,  and  eSgaged 

them  at  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards.     We  continued  the  fight  for  an 

hour  or  more,  when,  our  reinforcements  coming  up,  we  drove  the 

enemy  back. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  fight  I  had^kt  one  gun,  the  other 
having  been  tak^n  off  by  the  order  of  some^^oun^ed  qfficer.  It  was 
dark,  and  no  one  could  tell  who  he  was,  while  my  attention  was 
wholly  directed  to  the  right  piece. 

After  the  fight  wa#over,  I  ooUeoted  the  other  pieces  of  my  battery 
and  reported  to  General  Stuart  the  next  ipoming.  [See  his  memoruida. 
up  to  this  time.]  I  was,  by  him,  ordered  to  report  to  General  Jack- 
son, which  I  did ;  and  he  ordered  me  to  ride  over  the  field  with  him^ 
and,  after  pointing  out  the  different  roads,  he  gave  me  discretionary 
orders  to  engage  my  battery  wherever  a  fitting  opportunitr  should 
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oeear.  General  A.  P.  Hill  sent  for  some  artillery  to  be  thrown  rap- 
idly forward,  as  the  enemy  were  giving  way.  I  placed  my  battery 
in  position,  near  the  railroad,  and  opened  on  some  batteries  and  a 
column  of  infantry  posted  on  the  hills  around  Groveton. 

JOHN  PELHAM, 
-•  Major  Horse  Artillery. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  HAIRSTON. 

Oaine8yille,  August  29,  1862 — 8,  P.  M. 

To  Colonel  ChiltoNi  A,  A.  G^: 

In  obedience  to  General  Lee^s  order,  I  started  this  morning,  at 
eight  o'clock,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  to  go  to  Warrenton, 
"to  find  out  if  any  of  the  enemy's  forces  w^re  still  in  the  vicinity  of 
tliat  place."    I  went  from  Thoroughfare  to  the  right  on  a  by-road, 
^vrhich  took  me  into  the  Winchester  road  two  miles  below  Warrenton, 
stud  came  up  to  the  rear  of  the  town.     I  enquired  of  the  citizens  and 
persons  I  met  on  the  way,  but  could  not  hear  that  any  of  their  forces 
-were  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place.     They  informed  me  that  the  last 
left  yesterday  morning  in  the  direction  of  Gainesville  and  Warrenton 
Junction.     We  picked  up  on  the  way  forty-six  prisoners,  thirty  mus- 
kets and  rifles,  one  deserter  from  the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  and  one 
sutler,  with  his  wagon  and  driver.     I  also  paroled  two  lieutenants  in 
Warrenton,  who  were  too  sick  to  travel.     What  shall  I  do  with  the 
prisoners  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  H.  HAIRSTON, 
Major  commanding,  by  order  of  Oeneral  Lee, 

Note. — This  was  made  of  men  from  every  regiment  in  your  com- 
mand, with  one  entire  company,  headed  by  the  captain,  that  General 
Lee  had  handled  at  Thoroughfare  and  turned  over  to  me  when  he 
ordered  me  to  go  on  the  expedition. 

S.  H.  H. 
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REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  MYERS  OP  SEVENTH  VIRGINIA 

CAVALRY. 

Camp  Sevcktii  Virgucia  Gatauit,  > 
October  25,  1862.      J 

Colonel  MuNFORDy 

Comtnofiding  R6berison*s  Brigade : 

The  seventh  regiment,  iinder  my  charge  on  the  SOth  Angvat  last, 
formed  the  third  regiment  in  colnmn  (the  twelfth  preceding  it  and  th« 
Beeond  being  in  advance)  when  the  order  was. given  for  as  to  advanct 
towards  CentreviUe  from  our  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  in- 
fantry that  day.  We  moved  about  two  miles  in  that  direction,  when 
the  command  was  halted  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  road  we  started 
on,  and  the  second  ordered  over  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  oolamn. 
The  second  being  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy,  we  were  ordered  to 
support  it,  the  twelfth  preceding  the  seventh  regiment.  When  the 
head  cf  our  right  came  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  on  the  right,  the  enemy 
were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  an  opposite  hill,  about  foar  hun- 
dred yards  distant,  their  line  extending  a  considerable  distance  on  the 
left.  When  the  second  and  twelfth  engaged  th^  enemy,  I  ordered  the 
regiment  to  charge,,  with  drawn  sabres,  on  their  right  flank*,  which  the 
whole  command  obeyed  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  charging  upon 
them  with  shouts  that  made  the  very  welkin  ring  and  routing  the  en- 
tire  line  on  our  left,  and  by  dashing  on  after  the  retreating  foe,  and 
charging  another  force  of  them  that  had  formed  on  our  right,  in  a 
woo£,  about  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  first  line,  we  cut  off  a 
large  number  of  them  on  our  right,  a  portion  of  whom  the  seventh 
captured,  and  the  others  by  the  second  and  twelfth.  After  breakings 
the  enemy  formed  in  the  woods,  we  pursued  them  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  beyond  Bull  Run,  when  we  were  ordered  back.  On  the  op- 
posite bluff  of  Bull  Run,  a  portion  of  them,  with  a  small  piece  of 
artillery,  had  formed  again.  They  fired  one  round  of  grape,  after 
which  they  all  broke  again  and  made  no  other  stand.  We  captured 
some  forty  prisoners  below  Bull  Run.  The  whole  command  did  their 
duty  nobly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  MYERS, 
Captain 
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MAJOR  HAWKS'  REPORT  OF  CAPTURED  STORBS. 

SuBBiSTfiKCE  Department  Second  Army  Corps,  > 
Guineas  Staiion,  Feb.  6,  186S.      > 

liieu tenant  General  Jackson, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps : 

General  :  The  following  statement  of  property  captured  by  your 
command  is  as  nearly  complete  ai^I  can  make  it ; 

At  Front  Royal — Eighty-five  barrels  of  flour. 

Winchester  and  Martinsbng — One  hundred  and  three  cattle,  91,700 
pounds  gross,  14,637  pounds  bacon,  6,000  pounds  hard  bread,  3,400 
pounds  sugar,  350  bushels  salt. 

Harper's  Ferry — One  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,, 
satt  porky    1,545  pounds  salt  beef,    19,267  pounds  bacon,   155,954 
pounds  hard  bread,  628  pounds  rice,  4,930  pounds  coffee,  209  pounds 
sugar^  67  pounds  candles,  280  pounds  soap,  9  bushels  beans,  154 
bushels  salt,  ISO  gallons  vinegar,  80  gallons  molasses.  ^ 

At  31cDowell  nothing  was  captured  except  hard  bread,  which  was 
issued' to  troops  passing  through — an  extra  ration. 

At  Winchester,  Martin sburg  and  Harper's  Ferry  large  amounts  of 
supplies  were  carried  off  by  division  wagons,  of  which  no  report  was 
made  to  me.  Full  rations  issued  to  thirteen  thousand  of  the  enemy 
for  two  days  at  Harper's  Ferry.'  The  issue  was  made  before  an  in- 
ventory was  taken. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  HAWKS, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Sub.,  Second  Army  Corps,  A,  N.  V. 
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MAJOR  HARMAN'S  REPORT  OF  CAPTURED  STORES. 

Lieutenant  General  Jackson, 

Oommanding  Second  Oorpg  A.  N.  V. : 

List  of  property  captured  and  turned  into  the  Chief  QoartermasteT 
Valley  District,  daring  the  second  and  third  quarters,  1S62 : 

Ninety-four  quires  letter  paper,  64  1-2  quires  cap  paper,  10  quires 
note  paper,  3,4S5  envelopes,  1 72  steel  pens,  95  bottles  ink,  1  bottle 
red  ink,  1  bottle  mucilage,  65  camp  stoves,  2  cooking  stoves,  292 
tin  plates,  52  spoons,  20  tin  cups,  80  table  knives,  31  table  forks,  12 
acksp  cards,  8  anvils,  1  set  blacksmith's  tools,  33  crow-bars,  7  viles, 
575  rasps,  12  files,  31  hatchets,  15  cross-cut  saws,  1  auger,  10  ham- 
mers, 3  sets  carpenter's  tools,  6  chests,  I  iron  maul,  1  peg  cutter,  233 
horses,  21  mules,  19  vagons,  9  sets  lead  harness,  2  sets  wheel  har- 
ness, 87  pair  traces,  13  pair  artillery  traces,  47  halter  chains,  10  tar 
buckets,  61  collars,  12  saddles,  21  bridles,  27  artillery  saddles,  6 
artillery  valises,  2  leg  guards,  19  pair  artillery  harness,  5  breast  straps, 
5 'breeching,  16  feed  pockets^  25  wagon  bolts,  350  wagon  hammers, 
8  wheelbarrows,  13  axes,  127  helves,  277  picks,  212  shovels,  82 
spades,  50  mess  pans,  71  camp  kettles,  1  skillet  lid,  305  pairs  shoes, 
2  pairs  ladies'  shoes,  2  pairs  misses  shoes,  3  pairs  children's  shoes,  30 
oil-cloth  blankets,  14  blankets,  2  hats,  2  3-4  dozen  neck  ties,  7  pairs 
suspenders,  6  handkerchiefs,  28  picked  pins,  1  pulley  block,  1  jack 
screw,  190  insulators,  134  tents,  144  buckles,  545  yards  cotcon  cloth, 
3,816  horse  shoes,  14,061  pounds  do.,  840  pounds  horse  shoe  nails. 
50  pounds  nails,  20  pounds  spikes,  303  pounds  rope,  200  feet  picked 
rope,  275  pounds  iron,  4  kegs  grease,  1  barrel  tar,  5,300  pounds 
leather,  1  case  of  oil,  29  bundles  telegraph  wire,  3  platform  scales,  1 
keg  white  lead. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  which  Is  a  list  of  the  captured  property 
that  came  into  my  possession,  a  considerable  amount  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  various  quartermasters  of  the  command,  which  it  is 
supposed  they  have  reported  to  Richmond.  A  large  amount  of  uie 
property  captured,  however,  was  not  turned  into  the  quartermaster's 
department  at  all — ^the  order  to  turn  over  such  property  not  having 
been  fully  carried  out,  especially  by  the  cavalry. 

A  very  large  amount  of  medical  and  ordnance  stores  were  captured 
and  sent  off  bv  me,  for  the  character  and  amounts  of  which  I  refer 
you  to  the  heads  of  those  departments.  Throughout  the  corps,  many 
worn-out  wagons  were  exchanged  for  good  Yankee  ones — the  useless 
ones  beicg;  left  behind.  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  HARMAN, 
Major  and  Chief  Quariermasterj  Second  Corps, 
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BATTLE  OF  FREDERICKSBURG. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  LONGSTREET. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps,  A.  N.  V.,  > 
Near  Fredericksburg^  Va,^  Dec.  2t\  18C2.      J     , 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Ci/kLTONi 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General:     • 

General:  Upon  my  arrival  at  Fredericksburg,  on  the  19th  of 
November,  the  troops  of  this  command  were  assigned  to  positions  as 
follows,  viz :  McLaws  division  upon  the  heights  immediately  behind 
the  city  and  south  of  the  Telegraph  road ;  Anderson's  division  on 
McLawa'  left  and  occupying  the  heights  as  far  as  Taylor's  hill  on  the 
Bappahannock ;  Pickett's  division  on  McLaws'  right  and  extending 
to  the  rear  along  the  margin  of  the  wood  which  skirts  Deep  Run  val- 
ley ;  Hood's  division  near  Hamilton's  Crossing  of  the  railroad ;  Ran- 
som^B  division  in  reserve,  near  my  headquarters.  Our  batteries  were 
assigned  positions  along  the  heights  by  General  Pendleton,  Colonel 
Cabell,  Colonel  Alexander  and  Captain  Johnson,  (Colonel  Walton  be- 
ing absent  sick.)  Pits  were  made  for  the  protection  of  these  batteries 
tinder  the  supervision  of  thoso  oflSlcers.  A  portion  of  General  Pen- 
dletoji's  reserve  artillery  was  assigned  to  the  heights  with  Major  Gen- 
eral McLaws'  division.  Colonel  Walton's  (Washington  Artillery) 
ocnpied  the  bights  at  Marye's  Hill,  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Alexan- 
der's reserve  occupied  the  other  portion  of  Anderson's  front,  extend- 
ing to  the  Taylor  house,  on  our  left.  The  brigade  batteries  that  were 
not  assigned  to  positions  on  the  heights  were  held  in  readiness  to  co- 
operate with  their  commands,  or  for  any  other  service  that  might  be 
required  of  them.  Our  picket  line  was  established  along  the  river 
bank  extending  from  Bank's  ford  to  Talcott  battery,  the  most  impor- 
tant portion  of  it  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Major  General  Mc- 
Laws. Upon  the  approach  of  General  Jackson's  army,  Hood's  division 
was  closed  in  upon  the  right  of  Pickett,  and  put  in  position  upon  the 
heights  on  the  opposite  side  of  Deep  Bun  valley.  ^Iji  j^<|tt|,^to[^e 
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• 

natural  streiigtk  of  the  position,  ditches^  stone-fences  and  road-euta, 
were  found  along  different  portions  of  the  line,  and  parts  of  General 
McLaws'  line  were  further  strengthened  by  rifle-trenohes  and  abattis. 

The  enemy  held  quiet  possession  of  the  Stafford  Heights  until  three 
o^clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1 1  th,  when  our  signal  guns  gave  notice 
of  his  approach.  The  troops,  being  at  their  different  camp  grounds, 
were  formed  immediately  and  marched  to  their  positions  along  the  line. 
Bansom's  division  was  ordered  to  take  a  sheltered  position  in  easy 
supporting  distance  of  the  batteries  on  the  Marye  Hill.  Before  the 
troops  got  to  their  positions,  McLaws'  pickets  (Barksdale's  brigade) 
engaged  the  enemy  at  the  river,  and  from  time  to  time,  drove  back 
different  working  parties  engaged  in  laying  the  bridges.  The  enemj 
was  compelled,  eventually,  to  abandon  his  plan  of  laying  the  bridges, 
and  began  to  throw  his  troops  across  the  river  in  boats,  under  cover  of 
the  fire  of  his  sharpshooters,  and  anliundred  and  fifty  odd  pieces  of 
artillery. 

At  many  points  along  the  river  bank  our  troops  could  get  no  pro- 
tection from  the  artillery  fire.  This  was  particularly  the  case  at  the 
mouth  of  Deep  Run,  where  the  enemy  succeeded  in  completing  his 
bridge  early  in*  the  afternoon.  Later  in  the  afternoon  he  succeeded  in 
throwing  large  bodies  of  troops  across,  at  the  city,  by  using  his  boats. 
Sarksdale,  however,  engaged  them  fiercely  at  every  point,  and  with 
remarkable  success.  Soon  after  dark.  General  McLaws  ordered  Barks- 
dale's  brigade  to  retire.  The  General  was  so  confident  of  his  position 
that  a  second  order  was  sent  him  before  he  would  yield  the  field.  His 
brigade  was  then  relieved  by  that  of  Brigadier  General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb, 
which  was  placed  by  General  McLaws  along  the  Telegraph  road,  in 
front  of  Marye's  house,  (a  stone  fence  and  cut  along  this  road  gave 
good  protection  against  infantry.)  When  Cobb*s  brigade  got  into 
position.  Ransom's  division  was  withdrawn  and  placed  in  reserve. 
During  the  night  the  enemy  finished  his  bridges  and  began  to  throw 
his  troops  across. 

His  movements,  early  on  the  1 2th,  seemed  to  be  directly  against 
our  right ;  but  when  the  fog  lifted,  columns  were  seen  opposite  Freder- 
icksburg, the  head  of  them  then  crossing  at  the  bridges  opposite  the 
city.  Ransom's  division  was  moved  back  to  the  Marye  Hill.  Feather- 
ston's  brigade  of  Anderson's  division,  (previously  occupying  this  hill) 
was  closed  in  upon  the  other  brigades  of  Anderson.  The  entire  day 
was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  throwing  bis  forces  across  the  river, 
and  deploying  his  columns.  Our  batteries  were  opened  upon  the  ^ 
masses  of  infantry  whenever  they  were  in  certain  range.  Our  fire 
invariably  drew  that  of  the  enemy's  on  the  opposite  heights,  and  they 
generally  kept  up  the  fire  long  after  our  batteries  had  ceased. 
^  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  I  rode  to  the  right  of  my  posi- 
tion»  Hood's  division.  The  dense  fog  in  the  early  twilight  concealed 
the  enemy  from  view  ;  but  his  commands,  **  Forward,  guide  centre, 
march  !"  were  distinctly  heard  at  different  points  near  my  right.  From 
the  direction  of  the  sound,  and  the  position  of  his  troops  the  day  be- 
fore, I  concluded  that  his  attack  would  be  upon  General  Jackson,  at 
some  point  beyond  my  right.     I  therefore  ro^^e  bac]([t^a  point  near 
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the  centre  of  my  forces,  giving  notice  to  General  Hood  that  tbe  ene- 
my would  attack  General  Jackson  beyond  his  right,  that  he  should 
watch  careTulIy  the  moremenls,  and  when  an  opportunity  offered,  he 
should  move  forward  an|l  attack  the  enemy's  flank.  Similar  instruc* 
tions  were  given  to  General  Pickett,  with  orders  to  co-operate  with 
General  Hood.  The  attack  was  made  as  had  been  anticipated.  It  did 
not  appear  to  have  all  the  force  of  a  real  attack,  however,  and  Gene- 
ral Hood  did  not  feel  authorized  to  make  more  than  a  partial  advance. 
Where  he  did  more  out,  he  drove  the  enemy  back  in  handsome  style. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  sent. orders  for  the  batteries  to  play 
upon  the  streets  and  bridges  beyond  the  city,  by  way  of  diverson  in 
favor  of  our  right.  The  batteries  had  hardly  opened,  when  the  en* 
emy's  infantry  began  to  move  out  towards  my  line.  Our  pickets  in 
front  of  the  Marye  house  were  soon  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  began 
to  deploy  his  forces  in  front  of  that  point.  Our  artilley  being  in  po- 
sition, opened  fire  as  soon  as  the  masses  became  dense  enough  to  war- 
rant it.  This  fire  was  very  destructive  and  demoralizing  in  its  effects, 
and  frequently  made  gaps  in  the  enemy's  ranks  that  could  be  seen  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile.  The  enemy  continued  his  advance  and  made 
his  attack  at  the  Marye  Hill  in  handsome  style.  He  did  not  meet  the 
fire  of  ourinfantry  with  any  heart,  however,  and  was  therefore  readily 
repulsed.  Another  effort  was  speedily  made ;  but  with  little  more  suc- 
cess. The  attack  was  again  renewed,  and  again  repulsed.  Other  forces 
were  seen  preparing  for  another  attack,  when  I  suggested  to  General 
,McLaws  the  propriety  of  reinforcing  his  adranced  line  with  a  brigade. 
He  had  previously  reinforced  with  part  of  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  or- 
dered forward  the  balance.  About  this  time.  Brigadier  General  T. 
R.  R.  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  almost  simultaneously  Briga- 
dier General  J.  B.  Cooke  was  severely  wounded. 

General  Kershaw  dashed  to  the  front  to  take  the  command.  Gen* 
eral  Ransom,  on  the  Marye  Hill,  was  charged  with  the  immediate  care 
of  the  point  attacked,  with  orders  to  send  forward  additional  reinforce- 
ments, if  it  should  become  necessary,  and  to  use  Featherston's  bri- 
gade (Anderson's  division)  if  he  should  require  it. 

The  attack  upon  our  right  seemed  to  subside  about  two  o'clock, 
when  I  directed  Major  General  Pickett  to  send  me  two  of  his  brigades. 
One  (Kemper's)  was  sent  to  General  Ransom,  to  be  placed  in  some 
secure  position  to  be  ready  in  case  it  should  be  wanted.  The  other 
(Jenkins')  was  ordered  to  General  McLaws,  to  replace  that  of  Ker- 
shaw in  his  line. 

The  enemy  soon  completed  his  arrangements  for  a  renewed  attack, 
and  moved  forward  with  much  determination.  He  met  with  no  better 
success  than  he  had  on  the  previous  occasions.  These  efforts  were 
repeated  and  continued  from  time  to  time  till  after  night,  when  he 
left  the  field  literally  strewn  with  his  dead  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Walton's  ammunition  was  exhausted  about  sunset,  and  his 

batteries  were  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander's.  Orders  were  given  for 

fresh  supplies  of  ammunition,  and  for  everything  to  be  prepared  for 

ft  renewal  of  the  battle  at  daylight. 

On  the  14th  there  was  little  firing  between  the  sharpahoolers.  The 
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enemy  screening  his  forces  under  a  slight  descent  in  the  gronnd,  held 
a  position  aboat  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  us.  In  the  afternoon, 
I  sent  Capt.  Latrobe,  of  my  staff,  to  the  left  to  place  artillery  in  position 
to  play  along  the  enemy's  line,  with  instructions  to  Colonel  Alexander 
to  use  such  artillery  there  as  he  might  think  proper.  The  point  iras 
selected  and  the  pits  made  by  light  the  following  morning.  General 
Ransom  was  also  ordered  to  strengthen  his  position  on  the  filarye 
Hill  by  rifle  trenches.  Similar  instructions  were  sent  along  the  en- 
tire line.  These  prcpartions  were  made  to  meet  the  grand  attack  of  the 
enemy,  confidently  expected  on  Monday  morning.  As  the  attack  was  not 
made,  the  artillery  and  General  Ransom's  sharpshooters  opened  upon 
the  enemy  and  drove  him  back  to  cover  in  the  city. 

During  the  night,  the  enemy  recrosscd  the  river.  His  retreat  was 
not  discovered  till  he  had  crossed  the  river  and  cut  his  bridges  at,  this 
end.  Our  sharpshooters  were  moved  forward,  and  our  old  positions 
resumed. 

Four  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-five  hundred  stands  of  small  arms, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition 
were  captured. 

Our  losSy  for  the  number  engaged,  was  quite  heavy.  Brigadier 
General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  the  heat  of  the  bat- 
tle of  the.  1 3th.  He  defended  his  position  with  great  gallantry  and 
ability.  In  him  we  have  lost  one  of  our  most  promising  officers  aod 
statesmen.  A  tabular  statement  and  lists  of  the  killed^  wounded  and 
missing  accompany  this  report. 

Much  credit  is  due  Major  General  McLaws  for  his  untiring  seal  and 
ability  in  preparing  his  troops  and  his  position,  for  a  successful  re- 
sistance, and  the  ability  with  which  he  handled  his  troops  after  the 
attack.  I  would  also  mention,  as  particularly  distinguished  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  13th,  Brigadier  Generals  Ransom,  Kershaw  and 
Cooke,  (severely  wounded,)  and  Colonel  McMillan,  who  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  Colonel  Walton,  (Washington 
Artillery,)  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander,  (reserve  artillery.) 

Brigadier  General  Barksdale,  with  his  brigade,  held  the  enemy's 
entire  army  at  the  river  bank  for  sixteen  hours,  giving  us  abundance 
of  time  to  complete  our  arrangements  for  battle.  A  more  gallant  and 
worthy  service  is  rarely  accomplished  by  so  small  a  force. 

I  refer  you  the  reports  of  these  officers  for  more  detailed  accounts 
of  the  engagements.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  their  reports. 

Major  Generals  Anderson,  Pickett  and  Hood,  with  their  gallant 
divisions,  were  deprived  of  their  Opportunity  by  the  unexpected  and 
hasty  retreat  of  the  enemy.  A  portion  of  General  Anderson's  com- 
mand was  engaged  in  defending  the  passage  of  the  river ;  a  portion 
of  General  Hood's  in  driving  back  the  attack  against  our  right,  and  a 
portion  of  Pickett's  did  important  service  near  the  Marye  Hill.  I 
refer  you  to  their  reports  for  particular  accounts. 

Major  Gaanett  held  three  batteries  in  reserve^in  the  valley  between 
the  positions  of  Generals  Pickett  and  Hood,  and  was  much  disap- 
pointed not  to  have  the  opportunity  to  use  thorn. 
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My  staff  officers.  Major  Sorrell,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Manning,  Maj. 
Fairfax,  Captain  Latrobe,  Captain  Goree,  and  Lieutenant  Black  well, 
gave  me  their  usual  intelligent,  willing  aid.  Major  Haskell,  Captain 
Young  and  Captain  Rodgers,  volunteered  their  assistance  and  ren- 
dered important  services. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Surffeon  Cullen,  chief  surgeon ;  Major 
Mitchell,  chief  quartermaster;  Major  Moses,  chief  of   the  subsist-^ 
enee  department,  and  Captain  Manning,  signal  officer,  for  valuable 
services  in  their  respective  departmeats. 
I.  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Most  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JAM5S  LONGSTREET, 

Lieuienant  General  commanding. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  the  First  Army  Corps,  Army  Northern 
Virginicy  in  the  Batiks  before  Fredericksburg^  December^  1862. 


DlTialoQ. 

Brigade. 

Regiment, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

^ii*l6raoo*a 

Perry»». 

Perry*' 

Perrj's   

Feathe'Ston's 

Featherston's 

Featherston's 

Featherstoirs 

Foaiberitoii's 

Wright's 

Wright's ... 

Wlllcox's 

Mahon«'s 

MahoD«'s 

Mah  one's 

5ih  Florida. 

1 
37 

1 

An^f^riinn^A  .            

6'h  Florida 

T 
1 

4f 

Andcraon'a 

19ih  Mississippi 

• 

^  TideniO'^'i'.  .     ........ 

s 

wft  nderaoii't 

16th  Missiisippi 

13 

Anderaon'a. 

^k.nderttrQ'a 

12th  Miisissfppi 

I'hree  batUtrits 

1 

4 
6 

Andenon'a. 

6 

A  ndnrMon'*. 

3i  Georgia 

1 
1 
3 

1 

Anderaon'* 

Anderaon'a 

2d  Georgia  buttallon .... 
11th  Alabama 

1 
8 

And4rr#on*a  .. 

6lh  Vlrsrtiiia 

1 

Ji  ndf  rann*«. 

41«»t  Vlrifinia 

8 

s 

A  ndA^aon's 

6lat  Virgiiii:« 

1 

16 

IG3 

Piekett'a 

Pickett's 

Kemper's 

Kf  mper's 

Ist  Virginia 

3d  Virginia 

9 

6 

Pickett's. 

Kemitor'a 

7th  Virginia. 

4 

Pickett's 

Kemper's 

nth  Virginia 

24th  Virginia 

IS 

PJcketl's... 

7 

Pickett's 

Jmkfns' «,. 

Jenkins' 

Jenkint* 

P  8.  8 

4 

Plekeu's 

Pickett's 

6Lh  8ou<h  Carolina 

id  South  Carolina 



1 
3 

1 

46 

46 

Ransom's' 

Cook'a ^..... 

Cook's 

LMh  North  Carolins.... 

103 
68 

n 

103 

Kansom's   

27lh  N.,rth  Carolina... 
46th  NMrtti  Carolina.... 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

^EADQUARTfiUS  SeCOND  CoRrSt  ArNT  NORTHERN  VlRGINlA, 

January  ^\,  1863. 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  InspeUar  Generaf,  A.  N,  F.: 

Genfral:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  oa. Saturday, 
the  13th  of , December' last: 

In  pursuance  of  orders.  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  moved  Ixis 
division  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  from  his  encampment 
near  Yerhy's,  and  relieved  Major  General  Hood,  then  ported  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing.  At  the  same  time  Brigadier  General  Talia- 
ferro, then  in  command  of  Jackson's  division,  n»oved  from  his  encamp- 
ment above  Guineas  Depot  and  took  position  in  rear  of  Major  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hill. 

Early  on  the  morniivg  of  the  13thy  Ewell's  division,  under  Briga- 
dier General  J.  A.  Early,  aq^  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  with  his 
division,  arrived,  after  a  severe  night's  march  from  their  respective 
encampments,  in  the  vicinity  of  Buckner's  Neck  and  Port  Royal — 
the  troops  of  Mnjor  General  D.  H.  Hill  being  from  fifteen  to  eighteen 
miles  di8tant  from  the  point  to  which  they  were  ordered.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day  the  troops  were  arranged  as  follows :  Major 
General  A.  P.  Hill  occupied  the  front  line,  formed  of  two  regiments 
of  Field's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  an^  the 
brigades  of  Archer,  Lane  and  PeFider,  (posted  from  right  to  left  in 
the  order  named,)  his  right  T%t!tug  on  the  road  leading  from  Hamil-' 
ton's  Crossing  to  the  Port  Royal  road,  and  his  left  extending  to 
witliin  a  short  distance  of  Deep  Run^  These  troops  were  partially 
concealed  by  the  wood,  near  the  edge  of  which  they  were  posted. 
The  remainder  of  Brockenbrongh's  command,  consisting  cf  the 
fortieth  and'fifty-fifth  Virginia,  was  immediately  in  rear  of  Walker's 
batteries,  and  acting  as  a  support  to  them.  Of  cho  other  two  brigades,. 
Gregg's  and  Thomas's,  of  the  same  division,  the  first  was  in  rear  of 
the  interval  between  Archer  and  L^ne,  and  the  second  in  rear  of  the 
interval  between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  divisions  under  Generals 
Early  and  Taliaferro  formed  the  second  line — Early  being  on  the 
right.  Thei  division  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  which  was  sdll 
further  in  rear,  constituting  the  reserve.  Upon  tho  eminence  imme- 
diately to  the  right.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker  (Major  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  chief  of  artillery)  had  in  position  fourteen  guns,  composed 
of  the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mcintosh,  with  sections  from  the  bat- 
teries of  Crenshaw,  Latham  and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  EUett,  Potts  and  Clutter.  On  the  left  of  the  line  and 
near  the  Bernard  cabins,  were  posted  twenty-one  guns  of  the  batte* 
ries  of  Captains  Davidson,  Raine,  Gaskie  and  Braxton,  all  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Captain  Davidson.    To  the  right  and  some  two 
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hundred  yards  in  front  of  these,  and  beyond  the  railroad,  were  posted 
twelve  guns,  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Carpenter,  Wooding  and 
Braxton,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Brockenbrough,  General 
Taliaferro's  chief  of  artillery;  CarpeAter's  battery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  McK.endree,  and  Braxton's,  by  Lieutenant  Marye.  '  On 
iny  left  was  Major  General  Hood,  of.  Longstreet's  corps,  <  and  on  my 
right  and  front,  the  cavalry,  under  command  of*  Major  General  Stuart, 
with  a  battery,  near  the  Port  Royal  road,  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Pelham,  of. the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  aided,  in  the  course  of  the  day,. 
by  sections  from  the  batteries  of  Captain  Poague,  (Lieutenant  Gra-^ 
ham  commanding.)  Captains  Wilson,  Smith,  Garber,*  Dance,  and  the 
Louisiana  (luards,  of  my  corps,  thrown  into  position  so  as  to  cross 
their  iSro  with  the  guns  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  and  designed 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  About  ten 
o'clock,  a^  the  fog  disappeared,  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  arranged  in 
order  of  battle,  were  distinctly*  visible  in  the  plain  between  us  and 
the  river,  covering  my  front  and  extending  far  to  the  left  towards 
Frederi<k-«hurg.  The  force  in  front  of  me  I  supposed  to  numboc 
about  fifry-iivc  thousand.  Pelham,  with  part  of  the  Stuart  horse: 
artillery,  w;i«  soon  engaged  with  the.  artillery  of  the  enemy,  and  a. 
brisk  an-i  an  animated  coLtest  was  kept  up  for  about  an  hour.  Soon. 
after  Pe!h  im.  in  obedience  to  orders,  had  withdrawn  from  his  position 
on  the  Pnrt  lloyal  ro^id,  the  enemy  directed  his  artillery  on  the  heights 
held  by  Lioutenant  Colonel  Walker,  and  upon  the  woods  generally, 
occupied  by  our  troops,  evidently  with  a  view  of  causing  us  to  disclose 
whatevi»r  totips  or  artillery  were  there.  Not  eliciting  any  response,. 
the  enemy  was  seemingly  satisffied  that  he  would  exfJerience  but  little 
resistance  ro  m  effort  to  obtain  possession  of  this  hill.  Accordingly, 
about  eltnon  o'clock,  he  advanced  by  the  flank,  parallel  to  the  Port 
lloyal  roaii,  nearly  to  the  road  running  from  thence  to  Hjimilton's 
Orossinjr,  now  unimpeded  in  his  march,  as  Pelham  was  with  Irawn.  * 
Facing  to  the  front,  ho  advanced  in  line  ot  battle  across  the  plain 
straight  upon  the  position  occupied  by  Walker.  Ilis  batteries  reserved 
their  fire  until  the  enemy's  lines  came  within  less  thait  eight  hundred 
yards,  when  the  fourteen  guns  opened,  pouring  such  a  storm  of  shot 
and  shell  inro  his  ranks  as  to  cause  him  first  to  halt,  then  to  waver, 
j^nd,  at  hiHT.,  seek  shelter  by  flight.  About  one  o'clock,  the  main 
attack  w  s  mjule  by  heavy  and  rapid  discharges  of  artillery,  Ua  ler  the 
protecti*  n  'jf  this  warm  and  well-directed  fire,  his.infantry',*in  heivy 
ferce,  advinice^l,  seeking  the  partial  protection  of  a  piece  of  wood 
*?xtendin<]:  beyOud  the  railroad.  The  batteries  on  the  right  played  on 
their  rai»kM  with  destructive  effect.  The  advancing  force  was  visibly 
staggered  by  our  rapid  and  well-directed  artillery;  but,  soon  recov- 
ering fiom  the  shock,  the  Federal  troops,  consisting  of  the  main  body 
of  i5'rvinklirr8  grand  division,  supported  by  a  portion  of  Honker's 
grand  diviHion.  continued  to  press  forward.  Advancing  within  puint. 
blank  TAuge  of  our  infantry,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  murderous  fire 
of  musketry  and  aAillery,  the  str^jggle  became  fierce  and  sanguinary.. 
They  continued,  however,  still  to  press  forward,  and,  before  General^ 
^.  P.  Hill  closed,  the  interval  which  he  had  left  between  /Archer,  andl 

Digitizedby  vjOOv  I      ' 


436 

Lane,  it  was  penetrated,  and,  the  enemy  pressing  forward  in  orer- 
whelming  'numbers  through  that  interval,  turned  Lane's  right  and 
Archer's  lefc.  Thus  attacked^in  front  and  rear,  the  fourteenth  Ten- 
nessee and  nineteenth  Georgia,  of  Archer*8  brigade,  and  the  entire 
brigade  of  Lane,  fell  back  ;  but  not  until  after  a  brafire  and  obstinate 
resistance.  Notwiibstantiing  ihe  perilous  situation  in  which  Archer'^ 
brigade  was  placed,  his  right,  changing  front,  coiitinued  to  struggle 
with  undaunted  firmness,  materially  checking  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  until  reinforcements  came  to  its  support.  The  brignde  of 
General  Thomas,  posted  as  before  stated,  moved  gallantly  forward,  and, 
joined  by  the  seventh  and  part  cf  the  eighteenth  North  Carolina^  of 
Lane's  brigade,  gallantly  drove  back  a  Federal  column  which  had 
broken  thiough  Lane's  line.  In  the  meantime,  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  penetrated  the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
brigades  of  Lane  and  Archer,  and  cam^  in  contact  with  Gregg's  bri- 
gade. •  1  fiken  by  surprise,  Orr's  rifles  were  thrown  into  confus^ion 
It  was  in  the  act  of  rallying  this  regiment  that  Brigadier  General 
Maxey  Gregg  fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles,  mortally  wounded.  General 
Gregg  was  a  brave  and  accomplished  ofllicer,  full  of  heroic  sentiment 
and  chivalrous  honor.  He  had  rendered  valuable  service  in  this  great 
Struggle  for  our  freedom,  and  the  country  has  much  reason  to  deplore 
the  loss  sustained  by  his  premature  death.  Oolonel  ITa*viilton,  upon 
whom  the  command  of  that  brigade  now  devolved,  hastened  to. meet 
the  emergencies  of  his  position,  and,  with  the  four  remaining  regi- 
ments and  one  company  of  the  Orr  rifles,  (Lieutenant  Charles,)  gave 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception. 

The  enemy  was  not  long  permitted  to  hold  the  advaiJbige  which  he 
had  thus  gained.  The  second  line  came  promptly  to  the  support  of 
the  first.  La^wton's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Atkinson,  sub- 
sequently by  Colonel  Evans,  Trimble's  brigade,  commanded  by  Col- 
onel R.  F.  Hoke,  and  Farley's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Walker,  (all  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Geni^ral  Enrly,)  and 
the  forty  seventh  and  twenij-second  Virginia  regiments  of  Colonel 
Brockenbrftugh  s  command,  were  already  rushing  with  impetuous  valor 
to  the  support  of  the  first  line.  In  Taliaferro's  command,  his  right 
regiment,  the  second  Virginia,  of  Paxt  n's  brigade,  bocHme  engnged 
with  pnrt  of  the  enen  y,  which,  after,  a  slight  resistance,  retrciU'.d. 
The  crmbat  in  the  wood  was  brief  and  decisive.  The  further  advance 
of  the  enemy  was  checked.  lie  wat^  driven  with  great  f-laughter  from 
the  wood  to  the  railroad;  the  two  rtgiroen.ts  of  Brockenbrongh'scod^ 
mand,  Archer,  with  the  first  Tennessee  and  fifth  Alabamn  battalion, 
and  the  three  brigades  comman^ded  by  (Colonels  Hoke,  Walker  and 
Atkinson,  pursuing  the  retieiiring  Federals  to  the  railroad,  where 
they  made  a  brief  stand,  when  Ilokeand  Atkinson  charged  upon  them 
with  impetuosity,  destroying  many  in  the  charge,  and  taking  a  large 
number  of  prisoners*  Nor  did  they  stop  there  ;  but,  impelled  by  an 
ardor  which  reflects  the  bighest  credit  on  their  courage  and  patriot* 
ism,  this  comparatively  small  force  pressed  the  discom fitted  foe  in  hot 
pursuit,  until  they  appeared  so  far'within  range  of  his  artillery  and 
the  fire  of  a  large  force  of.  his  infantry,  as  to  make  fortber  porsuit  an 
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ct  of  rashness^  In  this  gallant  charge,  Colonel  Atkinson  was  se* 
erely  wounded  and  felf  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Captain  B. 
*•  Lawton,  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade,  though  injured 
iuring  the  advance,  by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  continued  to  prens  for- 
ward Of)  foot,  heroically  encouraging  the  brigade,  until  he  fell  mor- 
ally wounded. 

Daring  the  day,  some  of  the  guns  under  Colonel  Walker  becoming 
;hort  of  men  and  ammunition,  and  otherwise  disabled  from  further 
service,  were  relieved  by  Captain  Poague's  battery  with  two  twenty- 
pound  Parrotts.     These  two  pieces  actively  engaged  the  enemy's  ar- 
Lillerj,  and  afterwards  opened  on  the  itifantry.     The  exact  range  of 
the  hill  having  been  accurately  obtaiaed  by  much  previous  firing,  the 
Toes  at  this  point  was  heavy.     It  is  due  to  Captain  Poague  here* to 
estate  that  when,  late  on  the  evening  previous,  he   received  orders  to 
move  his  battery,  he  was  distant  some  sixteen  miles  from  the  battle- 
iicld,  and  the  promptitude  tvith  which  he  responded  to  the  order,  bj 
a  fatiguing  night's  march,  is  worthy  of  notice.     Some  guns  of  Major 
General  D  H.  Hill's  division  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  ojir  right,  un- 
der the  direction  of  his  chief  of  artillery?  Major  T   H.  Carter,  which 
were  all  well  served.     Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cole- 
man brought  up  two  howitzers,  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  and 
placed  th^m  on  the  left  of  Captain  Poague's  guns.     About  this  tioM 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  was  severely  wounded.     On  the  extreme 
right,  beyond  the  Massaponax,  was  a  Whitworth  gun,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Ilardaway,  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division, 
which  was  ^.ell  served. 

On  the  extreme  left,  the  day  did  not  pass  without  some  incidents 
worthy  of  notice.     Early  in  the  day,  the  enemy  opened  up6n  the  left 
with  sixteen  guns,  afterwards  increased  to  twenty-four.     The  officers 
in  command  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  reserving  their  fire,  the  enemy 
advanced  his  fikirmishers  in  heavy  line  upon  the  points  occupied  t>y 
the  commands  of  Captains  Davidson  and  Brockenbrough      They  were 
soon  drivou  off  by  canister;  *bat  the  position  of  these  batteries  being 
thus  discloRed  to  the  enemy,  a  heavy  artillery  fire  Was  directed  upon 
them,  which  was  replied  to  with  animation  and  spirit.     The  ammuni- 
tion of  Captain  Raine's  battery  proving  defective,  it  was  withdrawn, 
r.nd  Captain  Latimer  (acting  chief  of  artillery  of  Eweirs  division) 
was  ordered  to  take  a  position  still  further  to  the  front  and  left.     These 
last  pieces  were  admirably  served,  and  though  suffering  severely  from 
«  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  drove  them  back,  .and,  by  the  accuracy 
and  rapidity  of  their  fire,  inflicted  a  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy.    As 
the  Federal 'infantry  pressed  forward  upon  our  front,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  withdraw  the  batti^ries  of  Captain  Brockenbrough,  placed 
in  advance  of  the  railroad,  before  the  enemy  shoulj  seize  the  point  of 
woods  to  their  rightoind  rear,  which  they  a  short  tin»e  afterwards  pen- 
etrated— the  withdrawal  of  the  batteries  being  Covered  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hill,  of  the  seventh  North  Carolina.     The  brigade  of  Gene- 
ral Pender  wae  immediately  in  rear  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Da- 
vidson and  Latimer,  ahd  was  without  any  protection  from  the  enemy'» 
artillery  ;  and  thus,  notwithstanding  theefEcacy  of  the  batteries  aet^ 
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iBg  in  conjanction  witb  Major  Cole,  of  tlie  twentj-Beeontl  Nortli  Car- 
olina, in  dispersing  the  cloud  of  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  that 
hang  all  day  upon  that  part  of  the  line,  that  brigade  received  much 
of  the  fire  that  vas  directed  at  these  guns,  and  suffered  severelj. 
General  Pender  was  himself  wounded.     The  sixteenth  North  Carolina 
Colonel  McElroj,  which  had  been  thrown  out  as  a  support  to  Lati* 
mers'baltery,  became  warmly  engaged  with  a  brigade  of  the  enemy, 
whieh  had  advanced  up  Deep  Run,  under  cover,  and,  acting  ^ith  two 
other  North  Carolina  regiments,  (the  fifty-fourth  and  fifty -seventh,) 
of  Laws'  brigade,  Hood's  division,  drove  them  back.     Repulsed  oh\bfc< 
right,  left  and  centre,  the  enemy  soon  after  reformed  his  lines,  and 
gave  some  indications  of  a  purpose  to  renew  the  attack.     I  waited 
some  time  to  receive  it,  but  he  making  no  forward  movement,  I  deter- 
mined, if  prudent,  to  do  so  myself.     The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was 
80  judiciously  posted  as  to  make  an  advance  of  our  troops  across  the 
plain  very  hazardous  ;  yet  it  was  so  promising  of  good  results,  if  suc- 
cessfully executed,  as  to  induce  me  to  make  preparations  for  the  at- 
tempt.    In  order  to  guard  against  disaster,  the  infantry  was   to  be 
preceded  by  artillery,  and  tlie  movement  postponed  until  late  in  the 
evening,  so  that  if  compelled  to  retire,  it  wouW  be  under  the  cover  of 
night.    Owing  to  unexpected  delay,  the  movement  could  not  be  gottea 
ready  until  late  in  the  evening.     The  first  gun  had  hardly  moved  for- 
ward from  the  wood  a  hundred  yards,  when  the  enemy's  artillery  re- 
opened, and  so  completely  swept  our  front,  as  to  satisfy  me  that  tht^ 
proposed  movement  should  be  abandoned. 

The  next  day,  (14th,)  the  divisions  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
dier Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro  formed  the  first  line  ;  that  of  Ma- 
jor General  D.  H.  Jlill  the  second,  and  the  division  of  Major  General 
A.  P.  Hill  the  reserve.  The  enemy  continued  in  our  front  all  day, 
apparently  awaiting  an  attack  from  us.  During  the  night,  our  line? 
were  again  changed  so  as  to  place  the  division  of  Major  General  D.  H. 
Hill  in  the  front  line.  Major  General  A.  P  Hill  in  the  second,  and 
the  divisions  commanded  by  Brigadier  Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro 
the  reserve. 

On  the  15th,  the  enemy  still  remained  in  our  front,  and«  in  the  eve- 
ning of  that  day,  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  requesting  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  ^between  his  left  and  our  right  wing,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving his  wounded  from  the  field,  which,  under  previous  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General,  was  graVited.  Our  troopn  pi^tiently 
remained  in  position  on  that,  as  they  had  done  the  previous  day,  • 
•eagerly  awaiting  another  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  such  was  the 
•desire  to  occupy  the  front  line,  when  such  an  attack  should  he  made, 
^hat  the  division  of  Major  General  D.  H.'Hill  sent  in  a  written  re* 
<}uefit  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  front  line  until  n(>xt  day.  But 
•our  brave  troops  *were  disappointed  in  the  expecfation  of  another  at- 
tack. For  whilst  they  patiently  waited  during  the  night  of  the 
15th,  in  the  hope  of  another  encounter  on  the  following  day,  and  of 
yisiting  upon  the  invaders  of  their  sacred  hom^s  and  firesides  a  just 
retribution  for  the  outrages  of  this  m'of  t  unprovoked  and  onchriatiaa 
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v«tT-,  tbe  enemy  hnrriedly  and  Bilently^  daring  that  night,  Bm.de  good 
lis  retreat  by  recrossing  the  river. 

For  farther  details  of  the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle,  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  division,  brigade  and  regi- 
anental  commanders,  who  participated  in  the  engagement,  also  to  the 
i^e ports  of  Colonel  Crntchfield,  my  chief  of  artillery,  Lieutenant 
Oolonel  Walker,  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  reserve  artillery,  and  Cap- 
t.ain  Latimer,  detailing  the  operations  of  the  artillery.  I  refer  you 
also  to  the  same  source  of  information  for  the  names  of  many  oflScers 
^veho  distinguished  themselves  in  this  battle,  and,  by  their  good  conduct, 
specially  merit  the  approbation  of  the  Government  and  of  the  coun- 
try. 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  this  corps  on 
the  13th  December,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  twenty-six  officers 
vrere  killed,  and  one  hiindred  and  niuety-five  wounded.     Three  hun- 
<ired  and  eighteen  enlisted  men  killed,  and  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  wounded  ;  eighteen  officers  and  five  hundred  and  eight 
enlisted  men  miseing,  making  a  total  loss  in  this  corps  of  three  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifteen.     Nearly  all  who  are  reported  as  miss- 
ing were  taken  priaor^srs  in  the  fight.     By  the  official  report  of  Slajojr 
Bridgford,  provost  marshal  of  the  corps,  herewith  submitted,'it  ap- 
pears that  we  captured   five   hutvlred  and  twenty-one  prisoners,  of 
whom  eleven  were  officers.     The  rfjport  of  Major  Bridgford  exhibits 
.  a  gratifying  statomcnt  of  the  small   number  who  straggled  from  the 
lanks  during  the  last  action,  and  affords  further  evidence  of  the  im- 
•  proving  discipline  and  spirit  of  the  army. 

The  report  of  Major  Bier,  my  chief  of  ordnance,  shows  ihat  we 
captured  four  thoupand  four  hundred  and  forty-six  small  arms. 

My  medical  director.  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  gave  special  and  skill- 
ful  attention  to  the  wounded. 

Major  J.  A.  Harn^an,  chief  quartermaster;  Major  W.  J.  Ht^wks^ 
chief  eommissary,*  and  Major  G.  H.  Bier,  chief  of  ordnance,  dis- 
charged their  respective  duties  well. 

During  the  action,  I  received  valuable  assistance  in  transmitting 
orders,  and  discharging  other  duties,  from  the  following  members  of 
my  staff: 

Colonel  S.  CrutchfieH,  chief  of  artillery. 
Colonel  A.  Smeade,  inspector  general. 
Captain  A.  8.  Pendleton,  assistant  a  Ijutant  general. 
Captain  J.  K.  Boswell,  chief  of  engineers. 
I     .First  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Smith,  aid-de-camp. 
Second  Lieutenant  W.  Williamson,  engineer  department. 
I  trust  that  the  victory  of  Fredericksburg,  with  wKich  God  has 
Messed  our  cause,  will  continue  to  be  gratefully  remembered. 
I  am,  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
^  f  Lieutenant  General. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


440 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  Seamd  Army  Corps^  Army  Nottktr. 
Virginia^  in  the  Batiks  hffore  Fredericksburg^  December,  IStllB : 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  Second  Corpt-^Coatianei. 
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RErORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  R.  H.  ANDERSON. 


Headquarters  Anderson's  Division, 
Near  Fredericksburg^  Fa.,  January  5,  1863 


.! 


To  Maj,ot  G.  MoxLEY  Sorrel,  * 

A.  A,  General^  Hcadqujartcrs  First  Army  Corps  % 

Major  :  I*ave  the  Honor  to  eubmit  the  following  report  of  th?  pan 
taken  by  my  divisic^,  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg: 

Upon  the  signal  being  given,  on  the  morning  of  the  IJth  of  Decern 
her,  the  troops  were  placed  rapidly  in  position,  in  rear  of  the  line  oi 
field  works  and  batteries,  extending  from  Hazel  Run,  on  the  right.  V 
the  Waterworks  dam  on  the  left,  in  the  following  orSer  :  Feathers  ton's. 
Perry's,  Mahonc'a,  Wright's  and  Wilcox's  brigades. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  Uth,  Ransom's  division  having  been  placec 
between  Hazel  Run  and  the  plank  road,  Featherston's  brigade  wa« 
ropved  to  the  left  of  that  road.  About  dark  General  Ransom  recrossetl 
Hazel  Run.  and  Featherston  was  replaced  in  his  former  position. 

Detachments  of  one  regiment  from  each  brigade  yere  thrown  in 
front  of  the  batteries,  and  strong  pickets  were  pushed  forward  toward? 
the  town  and  along  the  canal. 

Early  on  the  1 2th,  General  Ransom  resumed  his  former  place  be- 
hind Hsizel  Run  and  the  plank  road,  and  Featherston's  brigade  wa- 
again  drawn  to  the  left  of  the  road.  This  position  of  the  brigades,  in  • 
the  order  above  mentioned,  was  maintained  until  Thursday  the  1 7th 
of  December,  when  the  division  was  withdrawn,  and  the  troops  re- 
turned to  their  camps.  Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  en- 
gagement there  were  two  regiments,  the  third  Georgia  and  eightb 
.  Florida,  of  Wright's  and  Perfy's  brigades,  on  duty  in  and  near  Fred- 
ericksburg. These  regiments  had  been  placed  under  the  orders  of 
Brigadier  General  Barksdalo,  commanding  in  the  town,  and  were  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy  when  he  was  laying  his  bridges,  and  preparing 
to  cross  the  river.  The  third  Georgia  met  with  but  very  slight  loss. 
The  eighth  Florida  suffered  a  loss  of  eighty- seven  killed,  wounded 
and  missing.  The  missing  (43)  were  undoubtedly  captured.  The  de- 
tachments and  pickets  which  were  advanced  the  first  night  in  front  ot 
the  batteries  and  along  ^e  canal,  continued  to  occupy  their  posts, 
and  they  suffered  some  loss. 

The  whole  loss  of  the  division  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
killed,  woundediund  missing.  The  commanders  of  batteries.  Captains 
Marion,  Huger  and  Lewis,  and  Lieutenant  Peet,  commanding  Graif- 
dy's  battery,  merit  especial  notice  for  their  skill,  courage  and  gool 
xnanagetnent  throughout  the  five  days.  Their  batteries  were  subjected 
to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  those  of  the  enemy.  None  of  their  shot, 
however,  were  spent  in  an  artillery  duel ;  but  were  reserved  for  those 
opportunities  whieh  the  advancing  and  retiring  columns  of  the  enemj 
gave  them. 

It  gives'  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  moat  commen^^flj|irit  was 
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exhibited  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  whole  diyision.  Their 
patient  endurance  of  the  exposure  to  which  they  were  subjected,  gaye 
assurance  of  good  conduct  and  gallant  deeds,  had  an  opportunity  been 
presented.  Featherston's  and  Perry's  brigades  lay  four  days  and  nights 
in  an  open  field  without  shelter  and  without  fire.  It  is  due  to  Briga- 
dier  General  Mahone  to  say  that  he  discovered  and  pointed  out  "the 
important  position  for  a  battery,  which  enfiladed  the  slope  upon  which 
the  enemy  formed  his  battalions  before  and  after  his  attacks  upon 
Marye's  Hfll,  and  that  he  rendered  very  efficient  service,  assisting  in^ 
the  construction  of  the  battery  which  drove  them  from  that  place  of 
shelter.  I  beg  leave,  to  mention  also  Brigadier  (^neral  Cadmus  Ak 
Wilcox,  and  to  ask  attention  to  his  long-continued  and  uniformly 
meritorious  conduct  in  his  present  grade.  I  have  witnessed  his  cour- 
age, zeal  and  ability,  an  1  have  received  most  efficient  co-operation  from 
him,  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Gaines'  Mill,  Fra- 
zier's  Farm,  Second  Manassas  and  Fredericksburg.  I  earnestly  recom- 
mend his  promotion.  Mr.  Jett,  an  engineer  attached  to  my  division, 
rendered  good  service  in  the  erection  of  field  works,  making  and  repair- 
ing roads,  digging  rifle-pits  and  trenches,  and  such  like  work;  The  re- 
ports of  the  commanders  of  brigades  are  herewith  submitted. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  ANDERSON, 
Major  Clf7ieral  commanding  Division, 
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REPORT  MAJOR  GENERAL  McLAWS. 

IIeadquartkr's  Dfviaioif,       ) 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg^  December  30,  1863.) 

Major  SoRREt, 

Adjutant  General:  , 

Major:  My  division  occupied  the  front  line  of  defence  fromlla:^ 
^ver  along  the  ri(^e  of  hills  to  the  right  and  through  the  poir.: 
woods  extending  into  Mr.  Alfred  Bernard's  fields  ode  brigade  beii; 
in  reserve.  The  brigades  on  the  right  had  an  extended  rifle-pit  ani; 
foot  of  the  main  ridge  froo^  the  left  of  the  telegraph  road  to  a  pri^^' 
road  near  Mr.   Howison's   barn.      The   next  brigade  had  rificp; 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills  in   front  of  its  position   and  others  on  u 
crest  of  the  hills.  The  right  brigade  constraoted  rifle-pits  and  brei'- 
^orks  of  logs,   through  the  woods,  with  abattis  in  front  of  ili-  • 
The  crests  of  the  hills  were  occupied  by  the  batteries  of  Caiu- 
Read,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott.  one  twelve-pounder  howitzer,  tw 
three-inch  rifle;  Captain  Manly's  battery,  one  three-inch  ride,  ^« 
twelve-ponnder  howitzers;  Captain  Ells,  one  thirty-pounder  P^rr  "• 
Captain  Macon,  two  ten- pounder  Parrott's  and  two  six  pounitJ^ 
Cooper's,  three  ten- pounder* Parrott's;   Carlton's,  two  ten  |)ouc^ ' 
Parrott's;  Jiubank's,  one  three-inch  rifle;  McCaithy's, two.three-io^ 
rifles;  Dearing,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott;  Rcsa,   three  jea-pounJer 
Parrott's,  and,  .in  addition,  there  were  a  number  of  smooth  bore  pie-f^ 
placed  along  the  hills,  to   be   used  should  the  enemy  adva&ce  ntir 
enough  for  iheir  cnectual  range.     One  brigade  was  contantly  on  da:y 
in  the  city  to  guard  the  town  and  defend  the  river  crossiog^^^  ^^' 
down. as  one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  Deep  Run  creek.    Two  regimeut- 
from  General  Anderson's  division  picketed  the  river  bank  above  i^' 
town,  reporting  to  the  Brigadier  General  in  charge  of  the  brigii^^^ 
duty  in  t^je  city.    The  orders  were  that  two  guns  should  be  fii^^  fr^ 
one  of  my  batteries  in  a  central  position,  which  would  be  ^^^^'f^^\ 
that  the  enemy  was  attempting  to  cross.     These  were  the  positions  ^ 
my  command  and  the  orders  governing  them  up  to  the  K'th  ia^;^^ 
On  that  day,  the  brigade  of  General  Barksdale,  composeJ  of  Mij|'*'  , 
{lippi  troops,  was  on  duty  in  the  city.     About  two  o'clock,  A.  •  • 
on  the  llih,  General  Barksdale  sent  me  word  that  the 'moreaBen|s  u 
the  enemy  indicated  they  were  preparing  to  lay  down  their  poQ^^-^ 
bridges,  and  his  men  were  getting  into  position  to  defend  thecros^i^?^ 
About  half  past  tour  he  notified  me  that  the  bridges  were  oeih 
placed,  and  he  would  open  fire  so  soon  as  the  working  parties  ^*°^^^^ 
good  range  of  his  rifles.     I  gave  the  order,  and  the  signal  gafl^*^. 
.tired  about  five  o'clock,  A.  M.     I  had  been  notified  ^0^?^"^  ^i 
quarters  the  evenijag  previous  (the.  1 0th  instant)  to  have  all  ^a*.^^ 
teries  harnessed  up  a^  daylight,  on  the  11th  instant,  an*!  ^    u  Mine 
orders  that  my  whole  command  should  be  under  arms  at  the   ^^^ 
tipe.     General  Barksdale  kept  hia  men  quiet  and  j^oncealed  an 
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bridges  vrere  so  ailvnnced  that  the  working  p&rttoa  wer.e  in  easy  ranges, 
'when  be  opened  fire  with  sneh  effect  that  the  bridges  were  abandoned 
ftt  once.  Nine  separate  and  desperate  attempts  were  made  to  complete  the 
bridgeiT,  under  fire  of  their  sharpshooters  and  gnns  on  the  opposite  bank?. 
bot  every  attempt  being  attended  with  such  sewrc  loss,  from  our  met 
posted  in  rifle-pits,  in  the  cellars  of  houses  along  the  banks,  and  from 
behind  whatever  offered  concealment,  that  the  enemy  abandoned  hii; 
attempts  for  the  time  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  from  thefr  numerouf? 
batteries  constructed  along  the  hills  just  above  the  river.  The  fire 
was  so  severe  that  the  men  could  not  use  their  rifles,  and  the  different 
places  occupied  by  them  becoming  untenable,  th^  troops  were  wtb- 
drawn  fron>  the  river  bank  back  to  Caroline  street,  at  half  past  four 
cr*clock,'P.  M. .  The  enem2/  then  crossed  in  boats,  and,  completin<r 
their  bri^igea.  parsed  over  in  force  and  advanced  into  the  town.  Thoj 
seventeenth  Mis«i<^8ippi  (Colonel  Fizer)  and  ten  fiharpshooters  from 
Colonel  Cart<^r's  regiment  (the  thirteenth)  and  three  com]flinie8  of  the 
eighteenth  Missifnippi  regiment,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,)  under 
Lieutenant  Rndlif,  were  all  the  troops  that  were  actually  engaged  in 
defending  the  crossings  in  front  of  the  city.  More  troops  were  offered  : 
but  the  po8itions  were  such  that  but  the  number  already  there  couH 
be  employed  As  the  enemy  advanced  into  the  town  our  troops  fell  back 
to  Princess  Ann  street,  and,  as  the* enemy  came  up,  they  were  driven 
back  with  loss.  This  street  fighting  continued  until  seven,  P.  M.. 
when  I  ordered  General  fiarksdale  to  fall  back  and  take  position  along 
and  behind  the  stone  wall  below  Marye^s  Hill,  where  it  was  relievec 
by  the  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Thomas  R.  R:  Cobb,  and  retired 
to  their  position  on  the  right  of  my  line  of  defence  in  the  woods  o;* 
Mr.  BernHid.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  with  his  regiment,  (the 
eighteenth  Mississippi,)  who  .occupied  the  river  bank  below  ^e  town. 
drove  b«ck  the  enemy  in  their  first  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  and 
kept  them  in  check  until  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
two  regiments,  the  sixteenth  Georgia  (Colonel  Bryan)  and  fifteenth 
South  Citrolimi  Colonel  DeSaussure)  were  sent  to  hi^  support ;  it  was 
then  deemed  adusahle  and  the  whole  force  was  withdrawn  to  the  river 
road,  whore  they  remained  until  d^Cylight  the  next  day,  when  they  re- 
joined their  brigadr.H,  excepting  the  sixteenth  Georgia,. which  retook 
3t8  position  in  the  gor^oral  line  of  defence.  These  regimcntH  performed 
their  duties  under  a  severe  and  destructive  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns, 
posted  along  the  hills  just  above  the  river  on  the  opposite  eifle. 
Early  en  the<norning  of  the  11th,  a  battalion  of  th^  ei*>hth  Florida 
regiment,  numbering  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  m'U  vas  put  in 
position  to  the  left  v(  Colonel  Fizer,.  and  in  easy  rnnge  of  the  enemy 
above  the  upper  bridge,  then  being  rapidly  constructed  by  th^m.  This 
battalion  wjih  commanded  by  Captain  Long,  and,  while  under  his  direc- 
tion, it  acted  gillantly  and  did  good  service — Captain  Long  proving 
himself  a  gHllnnt  and  efficient  officer;  but  he  was  severely  wounded 
about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  the  battalion  then  rendered  but  little 
assistance  I  call  your  attention  to  the  special  report  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  yizer  on  the  subject,  and  to  Captain  Govan,  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  of  three  companies  of  the  same  rcgiineDt/whjidi.t^re 
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OB  duty  with  the  right  of  Colonel  Fizer^s  regimen t,  and  also  to  the 
endorsement  of  Colonel  Humphries,  on  the  special  report  of  Captain 
Goran.  The  brigade  of  General  Barksdale,  I  consider,  did  their 
whole  duty,  and  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  every  ofBeer  and 
man*  engaged  in  the  fight.  An  examination  of  the  posiuons  they 
held  shows  that  no  troops  could  have  behaved  more  gallantly. 

On  the  night  of  the  eleventh  instant,  the  eighteenth  and  twenty- 
fourth  Georgia  regiments  and  Philips'  Georgia  legion,  of  Cobb's 
brigade,  relieved  General  Barksdale's  command  behind  the  stone  wall 
at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  l^hilips'  legion  on  the  left,  the  twenty* 
fourth  Georgia  in  the  centre,  and  eighteenth  Georgia  regiment  on  the 
right,  occupying  the  entire  front  under  the  hill.  During  that  night, 
the  scouts  took  fifteen  prisoners.  On  the  I2th  inst.,. close  and  heavy 
skirmishing  was  kept  up,  but  no  real  attack  was  made.  On  the  13ch, 
skirmishing  commenced  at  early  dawn,  the  enemy  shelling  in  that 
directi6n  uatil  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
drove  in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  approached  the  left  of  the*  line 
by  the  telegraph  road  and  deployed  to  our  right,  planting  three  stands 
of  colors  along  our  front;  before  their  deployment  was  completed,  our 
fire  had  so  thinned  their  ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated,  leaving 
their  colors  planted  in  the  first  position.  Soon  another  column, 
heavier  than  the  first,  advanced  to  the  colors  ;  but  were  driven  back 
with  great  s^laughter.  They  were  met,  on  retiring,  by  reinforcements, 
and  advanced  again ;  but  wore  again   repulsed  with   increased  loss. 

About  one  o'clock,  P.  JVI.,  General  Kershaw  was  directed  to  send 
two  regiments  from  his  brigade  to  the  support  of  General  Cobb,  who 
reported  that  he  was  getting  short  of  ammunition.  The  sixteenth 
Georgia  regiment  was  sent  forward  at  the  same  time.  Kot  long  after 
this,  Geiieral  Kershaw  was  directed  tofSke  his  whole  brigade.  Just  as 
his  command  was  moving,  he  was  ordered  to  hasten  forward  in  person, 
and  assume  command  of  the  position  under  Marye's  Hill,  as*  General. 
Cobb  ha<i  been  wounded  and  disabled.  The  South  Carolina  regiments 
were  p<»sted,  the  second  and  eighth  (Colonel  Kennedy  and  Captain 
Stockbuin  commanding)  in  the  road,  doubling  on  Philips' legion,  (Col- 
onel Cook,)  and  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia,  (Colonel  McMillan,)  the 
tfair(}  and  seventh  Soutb  Carolina  (Colonel  Nance  and  Lit^uienant 
Colonel  Bland)  en  the  hill  to  the  lefc  of  Marye's  house;  the  seventh 
was  afterwards  moved  (on  a  call  from  the  fifteenth  North  Carolina 
regiment  for  reinforcement)  to  the  right  and  front  of  Marye's  house, 
th^three  left  companies  being  on  the  lefc  of  the  house,. the  fifteenth 
South  Carolina  (Colonel  De  fcfaussure)  in  reserve  at  the ceme!;Hry;  the 
third  battalion  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Uice)  was  posted  at  Uowison's 
mill  to  resist  any  attack  that  might  have  .been  made  up  Hazel  Run. 
The  eighth  and  seventh  regiments  arrived  in  time  to  assist  in  repelling 
a  heavy  assault  made  on  the  lefc  at  quafter  to  three,  P  M.  The 
third  and  seventh  regiments  sufiered  severely  while  getting  into  posi- 
tion, especially  the  former.  Colonel  Nance,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hutherford,  Major  Moffit,  Captains  Todd,  Summers  and  Nance,  wem 
bl)ot  down  in  succession.  Captain  Surbmers  killed,  the  others  more 
or  less  dangerously  wounded,  leaving  the  regiment  iitader  the  com- 
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OMUidof  CapUia  Jofan  K.  G.  Nance*  assisted  by  Lientonsnt  Dobj^ 
aid-de-camp  of  Genertfi  Kershaw.  Colonel  Nance,  although  badly 
wounded,  declined  being  removed  at  the  time,  and  continued  to 
ey  con  rage  and  direct  his  men,  and,  after  he  was  removed  back  to 
Marje's  house,  ordered  that  his  regiment  take  a  new  position,  where 
the  men  would  be  less  exposed,  and  sent  directions  to^have  theili 
resupplied  with  ammunition.  In  the. meantime,  the  enemy  deployed 
iii  a  ravine,  which  was  between  us  and  the  city,  and  distant  about 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  from  the  stone  wall,  and  advanced  with 
fresh  columns  to  the  attack,  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  €fteea 
Tainutcs ;  but  they  were  repulsed  with  ease,  and  driven  back  with 
lAUch  loss,  on  every  occasion.  This  continued  until  about  half 
past  four,  P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  ceased  in  their  aWults  for  a  time,' 
and  posting  some  artillery  in  front  of  the  town  on  the  left  of  the  tele- 
graph  road,  opened  on  our  position,  doing  but  lig^le  damage.  1?ho 
batteries  of  .Colonel  Walton,  on  Marye^s  Hill,  were  at  this  time  silent, 
having  exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  they  were  being  relieved  by 
others  from  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion.  Taking  advantage  of  the 
hill,  the  fifteenth  South  Carolina  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was  brought 
forward  from  the  cemetary,  and  posted  oehind  the  stone  wall,. sup- 
porting the  second  South  Carolina  regiment.  The  enemy,  in  the 
meanwhile,  formod  a  strong  column  of  attack,  and  advanced  under 
cover  of  their  own  artillery,  and,  no  longer  impeded  by  ours,  camo' 
forward  along  our  whole  front,  in  the  most  determined  manner ;  but 
they  wjere  repulsed  at  all  points.  The  firing  ceased  as  night  came  on, 
a>ad  about  seven  o'clock  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy  were 
posted  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other. 

About  six,  P.  M.,  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment  was  brought 
from  the  hill,  and  posted  on  the  left  of  Philips'  Georgia  legion,  where 
it  was  relieved  by  General  Kemper,  with  a  portion  of  bis  brigade, 
about  seven,  P.  M.,  and  was  then  ordered  in  reserve  by  General 
Kershaw,  because  of  its  previous  heavy  loss. 

The  body  of  one  man,  believed  to  be  an  o&icer,  was  found  within  about 
thirty  yards  of  the  stone  wall,  and  other  single  bodies  were  scattered 
At  increased  distances,  until  the  main  mass  of  the  dead  lay  thickly 
strewn  over  the  ground  at  something  over  one  hundred  yards  ofi\  and 
extending  to  the  ravine,  commencing  at  the  point  where  our  men 
would  allow  the  enemy's  column  to  approach  before  opening  fire,  and 
beyond  which  no  organized  body  of  men  was  able  to  pass. 

On  the  14th,  the  enemy  were  in  position  behind  the  declivities  in 
front,  but  the'operations  on  both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing 
of  sharpshooters. 

Oi>  the  15th  it  was  discovered  that  the  en^y  had  constructed  rifle- 
pits  on  the  edge  of  the  ravine ;  but  nt  thing  of  interest  occurred 
daring  the  d^y.  Cobb's  brigade  was  relieved  by  that  of  General 
•  Semmes  on  the  night  of  that  day,  against  the  wishes,  however,  of 
Colonel  McMillan,  commanding  Cobb's  brigade,  who  objected  to  relin- 
qoishing  such  an  honorable  position.  On  the  16th,  Tuesday  morning, 
HS  the  fbg  lifted,  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
withdrawn,  and  scouts,  toeing  sent  oat,  reported  that  the  enemy  bad 
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retired  across  t!ie  river,  removing  their  bridges.  The  town  was  re- 
occupied  by  two  regiments  from  Kershaw's  brigade,  and'  a  number  or 
prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  were  taken. 

Captain  Cuthbcrt,  of  the  second  South  Carolina  regitpent,  with  hk* 
company  ot  Bharpshooters,  was  thrown  out  on  the  edge  of  Hcize! 
Aun,  and  did  good  service  in  annoying  tho  flank  of  the  encroj  n^ 
their  columns  advanced  to  tho  attack.     His  loss  was  conpideriiblc. 

When  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  sent  to  the  front,  its  place 
along /the  main  line  of  defence  was  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  Britr- 
adier  General  Jenkins,  a  regiment  from  which  occupied  the  right  firtnk 
of  the  troops  at  the  foot  of  Marye^s  Hill,  along  Hazel  Ran,  and  wa^ 
of  essential  service. 

The  Lieutenant  General  was,  however,  overlooking  the  movement-' 
of  all,  and  every  rrder  was  issued  under  his  .supervision  The  pre- 
sence of  himself  aid  tho  General-in-Chief  inspired  the  troops  and 
rendered  them  invincible.  The  very  great  enthusiasm -and  ardent 
desire  for  the  enemy  to  advance  which  existed  and  was  evident  among 
all,  officers  and  men,  could  not  be  surpassed.  And,  when  it  wa« 
discovered,  on  the  t6th,  thal^  the  enemy  had  retired^  there  was  an 
universal  expression  of  disappointment. 

The  artillery  along  the  heights,  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel 
n.  C  CHbeIl,*chief  of  artillery,  and  his  subordinate,  Major  Hamiltoa, 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  whenever  the  column  advanced, 
with  such  effect  as  tp  always  force  them  to  retire  in  disorder,  or  to 
incline  to  their  right  under  shelter  of  ravines  and  rising  ground; 
forced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries'to  retire  which  had  come  forward 
on  the  right,  and  was  of  material  assistance  in  checking  the  advance 
of  their  troops,  which  were  threateping  the  centre  I^irefer  you  to 
the  special  report  of  Colonel  Cabell  in  rcterence  to  the  operations  of 
the  artillery. 

The  country  and  the.  army  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Brigadier 
General  Thomas  R.  B.  Cobb,  who  fell  while  in  position  with  his  brig- 
ade, and  was  borne  from  tho  field  while  his  men  were  repult^ing  lh<) 
first  assaults  of  the  enemy.  He  had  but  lately  been  piomoted  to  & 
brigade,  and  his  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  aptitude  for  the  profession 
of  arms,  and  his  contiol  over  his  men,  I  have  never  seen  surpassed. 
Our  country  has  lost  a  pure  and  able  defender  of  her  rights,  both  in 
the  council  and  tho  field. 

My  aid-de-camp,  Captain  H.  L  King,  was  killed  on  Marye's  Hill, 
pierced  with  five  balh,  while  conveying  an  order  to  Brigadier  General 
Cobb.  He  was  a  brave  and  accomplished  oflScer  and  gentleman,  and 
had  already  distinguished  himself  during  the  operations  in  front  of 
Fredenckbburg,  as  he  had'done  in  all  the  other  engagements  when 
on  duty. 

Lieutenant  T.  S.  B.  Tucker,  my  other  aid-de-camp,  was  badly 
wounded,  while  bearing  one  of  my  orders.  He  has  always  been  notec 
'for  his  daring  and  gallantry.  . 

The  services  of  my  adjutant  general.  Major  James  M.  Goggin,  were 
important  and  distinguished,  as  they  have  been  always. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  other  mcmbera  of  my  staff,  MrijorMcLaws 
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•tfd  Major  Edwaris^  for  tbeir  astisttnoe;  to  Lieufeeoant  Bdwarda^ 
^rdaance  officer^  who  was  active  and  efficient  in  .snppljing  ammuni- 
tion to  the  troops ;  and  to  Lieatenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineerei; 
who  had  been  engaged  day  and  night,  frequently  all  night,  inr 
strengthening  the  different  positiona,  apd  on  all  occasions  was  very 
devoted  and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Colonel  McMillan,  of  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia,  who  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  brigade  when  General  Cobb  was  disabled,  during 
the  first^assaults  of  the  enemy  on  Marye's  Hill,  behaved  with  distia^ 
guished  gallantry  and  coolness. 

General  Barksdale  commanded  his  fine  brigade  as  it  should  have 
been  commanded,  and  added  new  laurels  to  those  gained  on  every 
other  previous  battle-field. 

I  cali  attention  to  the  conduct  of  General  Kershaw,  who,  after  the 
fall  of  General  Cobb,  commanded  the  troopB  about  Marye's  Hill,  com- 
posed of'  his  own  brigade  and  that  of  General  Co))b.  He  possesses 
military  talents  of  a  high  order,  and  unites  with  them  that  self-poa- 
eession  and  daring  gallantry  which  endears  him  to  hi^  command,  and 
inspires  a  confidence  which  but  increases  as  the  danger  grows  more 
imminent. 

My  inspector  general.  Major  Costin,  was  particularly  active  and 
distinguished  in  leading  troops   iQto   position   and  carrying  orders, 
•frequently  under  the  hottest  fire,  and  for.  his  close  attention  to   all 
His  duties. 

The.  brigade  of  General  Semmes  was  not  actually  engaged ;  bul^ 
ander  his  supervision,  the  position  he  commanded  was  strongly  for- 
tified, and  his  men  wore  well  prepared  and  eager  for  the  fight  under 
his  leadershin. 

Surgeon  Cnlmon,^ chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  had  his  field  hos- 
pital m  readiness,  and  his  arrangements  were  so  complete  that  there 
was  no  d<;tention  or  unnecessary  suffering  of  the  wounded,  and  tt\ps6 
who  coul'i  not  remain  in  camp  were  sent  at  once  to  the  hospitals  in' 
Richmond. 

The  loss  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in  my  command,  was  as 
follows: 


Command. 

5 

s 

RllfARKS. 

Kersiiaw'B  brigade 

Barkpdale's  b'  igade... 
r^obb's    briifa<le  

89 

29 
32 

388 

)51 

198 

4 

1 

62 
4 

873 

242 

234 
4 

One  mi.«sing,  euppoaed  to  have 
^ccn  killed  whilo  the  regiment 
was  on  picket. 

RpmTiips*    brii'iidd  .  ... 

*' 

Grand  total 

100 

eP6 

67 

853 

I  sBclose  reports  of  the  seTeral  brigade  commanders,  JEith  those  of 
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tbeir  respeetire  Mgime&tal  and  battalion  ootiimaaiderfl,  eKcepting  Gev 
eral  Barkedale^  who,  recei?i&g  a  leare  of  absence,  went  aw»7  wiibost 
rendering  his  report;  those  of  hie  regimental  commanders  are,  ho^* 
ever,  enclosed. 

Very  reBpectfally, 

L.  McLAWS,  Major  Gcnerd 


\        < 
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REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  RANSOM. 


Headquarters  Division,  I 

Camp  near  frederick.sburg,  Va.,  Dec.  20,  1868.  J 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrel, 

Asiiis:ant  Adjutant  General,  First  Corps,  A.  N.  V.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Veport  of  my  division 
during  the  several  days'  operations  before  Fred^icksburg,  commenc- 
cing  on  the  11th  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  division  took  position  about  six 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  which  were  upon  Marye's  and 
Willis'  Hills,  and  at  the  time  occupied  by  the  Washington  artillery. 
About  noon,  it  was  withdrawn  to  the  Telegraph  rOad,  a  little  in  rear 
of  -where  General  Longstreet  had  his  headquarters  during  the  day. 
At  niL.e  o'clock,  P.  M.,  it  retook  the  position  of  the  morning,  Cooke's 
brigade  being  advanced  to  within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries^ 
and  the  twenty- fourth  North  Carolina,  of  my  brigade,  was  placed  in  a 
ditch  on  the  left,  and  in  the  prolongation  of  Cobb's  brigade,  which 
occupied  the  Telegraph  road  in  front  of  Marye's  and  Willis'  hills. 
The  left  of  the  twenty-fourth  rested  on  the  plank:  road.  My  hatteries 
remained  in  rear  of  the  division. 

On  the  1 3th  there  was  no  change,  except  the  placing  of  three  long 
range  gans  from  Cooper's  battery  near  Howison's  house  on  the  right 
of  the  Telegraph  r)$ad.  During  these  two  days  occasional  shells  from 
the  enemy's  gans  burst  among  and  near  the  troops,  but  there  were 
few  or  no  injuries. 

About  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  13th,  large  numbera 
of  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  from  the  townJby  the  enemy,  and  it 
Boon  became  evident  that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  take  our  batteries, 
which  I  was  supporting.  Cooke's  brigade  was  ordered  to  occupy  the 
crest  of  Marye's  and  Willis'  hills,  which  was  done  in  fine  style.  By* 
this  time  the  enemy  hacked  his  skirmishers  with  a  compact  line,  and 
advanced  towards  the  hills;  but  the  Washington  artillery  and  a  well 
directed  fire  from  Cobbs'  and  Cooke's  brigades  drove  th«m  quickly 
back  to  their  shelter  in  the  town.  But  a  few  minutefi^  elapsed  before 
another  line  was  formed  by  the  enemy,  he  all  the  while'  keeping  up  a 
brisk  fire  with  sharpshooters.  This  line  advanced  with  the  utmost^ 
determination,  and  some  few  of  them  got  within  fifty  yards  of  our  line, 
but  the  whole  vere  forced  to  retire  in  wild  confusion  before  the  telling 
fire  of  our  slnall  arms  at  such  short  range. 

Daring  this  attack,  two  of  Cooke's  regiments,  being  badly  exposed^ 
(for  there  were  then  nQ  rifle-pits  on  the  hills,)  were  thrown  into  the 
road  with  Gobble  brigade.  For  some  few  minutes  there  was  a  cessa- 
tion of  fire;  but  we  were  not  kept  long  in  expectancy.  The  enemy 
now  seemed  determined  to  reach  oar  position,  and  formed,  apparently^ 
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a  triple  line,  Obserring  this  moTeiBeiit  onbis^parl^  I  bronglit  up  Am 
three  regiments  of  my  brigade  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
erest  of  the  hilU,  and  pushed  forw&rd  the  twenty-fifth  North  Caroiinft 
Tolnnteers  to  the  crest.  Tlie  enemy,  almost  massed,  moved  to  the 
charge  heroically,  and  met  the  withering  fire  of  oar  artillery  and 
email  arms  with'  wonderful  staunchness.  On  they  came  to  within  less 
thsn  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  of  our  line ;  but  nothing  could  live 
before  the  sheet  of  lead  that  was  hurled  at  them  from  this  aistanee. 
They  momentarily  wavered,  broke  anil  rushed  headlong  from  the  field. 
A  few,  however,  more  resolute  than  the  rest,  lingered  under  cover  of 
some  fences  and  houses,  and  annoyed  us  with  a  scattering,  bat  well 
directed  fire.  The  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  vclunteers  reached  the 
crest  of  the  hill  just  m  time  to  pour  into  the  enemy  a  few  volleys  as 
most  deadly  range,  aim  then  took  position  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
Cobb's  and  Cooke's  men  in  the  road. 

During  this  attack;  the  gallant  Brigadier  General  Cobb  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  almost  at  the  same  instant  Brigadier  General  Cooke  was 
wounded  and  taken  from  the  field.  Colonel  HsU,  forty- sixth  North 
Carolina  volunteers,  succeeded  to  the  command  of  his' brigade.  Nothing 
•daunted  by  the  fearful  punishment  he  had  received,  the  enemy  brought 
oat  fresh  and  increased  numbers  of  troops.  Fearing  lest  he  might,  by 
mere  force  of  numbers,  pass  over  our  line,  I  determined  to  meet  him 
with  every  man  at  my  disposal,  and  started  m  *person  to  place  the  re- 
maining tofo  regiments  of  my  brigade.  Just  at  this  instant,  Briga* 
dier  General  Kershaw  dashed,  on  horseback,  at  the  head  of  one  of  his 
regiments  up  the  new  road  leading  from  the  Telegraph  road,  and  near 
the  mill,  and  led  it  into  the  fight  imiiediately  at  Marye's  house.  A 
second  regiment  from  his  brigade  followed  and  took  position  in  rear 
of  and  near  the  grave-yard  on  Willis'  hill,  and  remained  there.  I  now 
advanced  my  regiments  and  placed  one  a  few  yards  in  rear  of  Marye^s 
house,  and  the  other  on  its  right  and  a  little  more  retired.  With  his 
increased  numbers  the  enemy  moved  forward.  Our  men  held  their 
fire  until  it  would  be  fatally  effective;  meantime^  our  artillery  was 
spreading  fearful  havoc  among  the  enemy's  ranks.  Still  he  advanced 
and  receii^ed  the  destructive  fire  of  our  line  ;  even  more  resolute  than 
before,  he  seemed  determined,  madly,  to  press  on  ;  but  his  efforts  could 
avail  nothing.  At  length,  broken  and  seemingly  dismayed,  the  whole 
mass  turn^  and  fled  to  the  very  centre  of  the  town*  At  this  time, 
I  sent  my  adjutant  general  to  the  road  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  troops  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  on  hand.  His  report  was 
truly  gratifying,  representing  the  men  in  highest  spirits,  and  abaa* 
*  dance  of  ammunition.  I  had  ordered  Cobb's  brigads  to  be  supplied 
"from  my  wagons. 

The  afteraoon  was  now  nearly  spent,  and  it  appeared  that  the  ene- 
my would  not  again  renew  his  attempts  to  carry  our  position.  Again, 
however,  an  effort,  more  feeble  than  those  which  had  preceded,  was 
made  to  push  his  troops  over  the  bodies  of  the  now  numerous  slain. 
The  sun  was  down,  and  darkness  was  fast  hiding  the  enemy  from  view, 
and  it  was  resonable  to  suppose  there  would  be  no  farther  movement, 
at  least,  towards  the  point  we  held ;  but  the  frequent  and  detenniaed 
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MsaaltB  ite  bad  made  would  not  permit  me  to  despise  eidier  his  couraga 
or  his  hardihood,  and  thinking  that,  as  a  last  alternative,  he  might 
resort  to  the  bayonet  under  cover  of  darkness,  I  massed  my  little 
eompiand  so  as  to  meet  snch  an  attack  with  all  the  power  we  were 
capable  of  exerting*  Instead,  however,  of  a  charge  with  the  bayonet. 
Just  after  dark  he  opened  a  tremendoas  fire  of  small  arms,  and  at  short 
range;  upon  my  whole  line.  This  laat  desperate  and  maddened  attack 
met  the  samer  fate  which  had  befallen  those  which  preceded,  and  his 
hosts  i^ere  sent,  actually  howling,  back  to  their  beaten  comrades  in  the 
town.  A  short  time  before  the  last  attadc,  Brigadier  General  Kemper 
had  reported  to  me  with  his  brigade.  With  two  of  his  regiments  I 
relieved  the  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  •  which  ha<fbeeYi 
in  the  ditch  two  days,  and  placed  the  others  in  close  supporting  dis- 
tance at  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

During  the  whole  time  the  enemy^s  artillery  had  not  ceased  to  play 
upon  us,  but  our  batteHes  took  no  notice  of  it,  reserving  their4fire 
and  Qsiog  it  against  the  enemy's  infantry,  as  it  would  form  and  ad* 
▼ance,  with  extraordinary  effect.  Thus  ended  the  fighting  in  front  of 
Frodericksburg. 

By  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  General  Kershaw  had  put  the  whole  of  hia 
brigade  in  the  road,  and  sent  me  word  he  could  hold  if.  I  was  satis- 
fied no  further  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  before  daylight, 
and  withdrew  my  division  two  hundred  yards,  and  permitted  it  to 
rest.  At  this  time  of  night,  I  received  orders  to  send  a  battery  of 
long-range  guns  to  Major  Garnett.  The  three  guns  of  Cooper's,  at 
Howison's  house,  were  sent,  and  they  replaced  by  a  like  number  from 
Branch's  battery. . 

Until  about  four,  P.  M.,  on  the  1 3th,  the  Washington  artillery  had 
aerved  in  the  batteries,  when  it  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander'a 
battalion,  and,  during  the  night,  I  replaced  five  of  his  guns  with 
twelve- pounder  howitzers  from  my  batteries.  Daring  the  day,  only 
three' of  my  guns  were  in  action,  and  those  were  at  the  Howison 
house.  I  am  inforfaied  by  the  report  of  the  captain  that  they  did  good 
service,  both  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksbarg  and  ipore  to  the  right. 

On  the  14ch,  little  of  moment  occurred.  The  enemy  annoyed  us 
by  an  unceasing  fire  from  sharpshooters,  but  did  little  injury.  Early 
on  that  night,  I  was  directed  to  return  Kemper's  brigade  to  OenenJ 
Pickett.  It  was  replaced  by  my  own.  Before  daylight,  orders  came 
to  relieve  Jenkins'  brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road,  which 
I  had  now  with  my  own,  and  the  latter  was  replaced  by  Cooke's  and 
one  regiment  from  Featherston's,  which  was  immediately  on  my  left. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  t5th,  large  numbers  of  infantry  were 
seen  collecting  in  the  town,  and  the  sharpshooters  again  began  to  be 
troublesome.  Colononel  Alexander  and  Lieutenant  Branch,  the  latter 
having  charge  of  a  twelve-pounder  howitzer  and  a  Napoleon  which 
Colonel  A.  had  sent  me,  by  a  few  well  directed  shells  dispersed  the 
infantry  in  the  town  and  dislodged  the  sharpshooters. 

About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Brigadier  General 
Jenkins,  with  his  brigade,  reported  to  me,  and  relieved  Cooke's. 

Too  high  commencbtion  eannot  bo  bestowed  upon  the  troops  under 
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my  command,  and  those  of  other  cofps,  who  came  under  mj  obeerra- 
tion,  and  I  troat  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  some,  at  least, 
of  the  latter.  The  unwavering  firmness  evinced  throughout,  by  all, 
raises  them  to  the  highest  pitch  of  admiration. 

The  field,  on  the  ISih,  presented  the  unprecedented  spectacle  of  a 
fierce  battle  raging  and  not  a  straggler  from  the  ranks.' 

Brigadier  General  Cooke  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  but 
handled  his  troops  well. 

Brigadier  General  Kemper  came  upon  the  field  late,  but  in  the 
handoomest  style,  under  a  galling  fire,  moved  his  command  into  posi- 
tion with  the  greatest  alacrit^  and  steadiness,  and,  during  this  time, 
lest  4  few  killed  and  quite  a  number  wounded. 

While  I  do  not  disparage  any,  I  cannot  fail  to  mention  the  splendid 
and  dashing  action  of  the  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bryson  commanding,  in  going  into  battle. 

IJ^ough  no  part  of  my  command,  I  will  not  pass  over  the  already 
&mous  Washington  artillery.  Its  gallantry  and  efficiency  are  above 
praise. 

Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  artillery,  brought  in  his  battalion  admi* 
rably,  and  relieved  the  Washington»artilIery  under  a  hot  fire. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  witness  the  part  taken  by  the  long-range 
guns  of  my  batteries,  but,  from  the  commanders'  reports,  they  did  good 
service,  both  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more  to  the  right 
of  our  lines.  Lieutenant  Branch,  in  charge  of  the  two  pieces  above 
mentioned,  handled  them  beautifully. 

Licutelaant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, waa  soverely  wounded.  I  have  before  witnessed  his  conduct, 
and  no  one  more  highly  merits  promotion. 

The  valuable  assistance  and  daring  gallantry  of  my  assistant  adju- 
tant^ general,  Captain  Thopaas  Rowland,  and  volunteer  aid.  Dr.  H.  L 
Davis,  deserve  my  warmest  commendation.  They,  three  times  each 
during  the  day,  traversed  the  entire  front  of  my  line,  descending  and 
returning  from  the  road,  thus  six  times  running  the  gauntlet  of  a 
most  fearful  fire. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Thorn,  ordnance  officer 
for  division,  fur  his  devotion  and  energy.  Whatever  might  have  been 
the  duration  of  the  battle,  so  long  as  ammunition  could  have  been 
had,.  I  felt  sure  that  my  troops  would  be  supplied.  After  the  battle, 
he  collected  about  two  thousand  small  arms. 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-Camp  Brodnax  rendered  valuable  aid. 

I  should  fail  in  my  duty  if  1  did  not  notice  the  splendid  dash  of 
General  Kershaw  and  his  staff. 

Lieutenant  Landry,  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery,  I  believe,  called 
the  Donelson  artillery,  by  direction  of  Captain  Latrobe,  assistant  ad- 
jutant and  inspector  general,  took  his  piece  from  behind  the  epaul- 
ment  in  order  to  didodge  a  body  of  the  enemy  upon  whom  the  bat- 
tery could  not  play.  Most  efiectually  he  performed  this  service,  but, 
in  doing  so,  lost  several  of  his  men  and  had  his  piece  disabled.  His 
conduct  was  admirable,  for,  during  the  time,  he  was  eiposod  to  a 
direct  fire  of  six  and  an  enfilade  fire  of  four  guns. 
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Wilh  ssdness,  we  monm  die  I<»d  of  many  gallant  men*;  but  I  will 
paj  a  special  tribnto  to  the  intrepid  General  Oobb,  who  fell,  mortally 
wonnded^  in  the  midst  of  his  men,  while  noblj  defending  our  righteous 
canse.  His  brigade,  tbronghont  the  day,  remained  at  the  post  of 
honor,  in  the  front  line. 

Among  those  who  fell,  and  those  of  his  comrades  who  lament  his 
loss,  there  was  not  one  more  meritorious  than  the  modest,  but  brare 
and  manly.  Major  Kelly,  of  the  thirty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteera. 

To  two  of  my  couriers,  private  Deram,  twenty-fourth,  and  private 
Hood,  thirty -sixth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  I  am  truly  indebted  for 
their  devotion,  gallantry  an4  intelligence,  during  the  several  days, 

I  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  division ; 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  and  thirty.  The  wounded  bear  a  large 
proportion  to  the'killed.  Before  the  town  there  were  not  engaged,  all 
told,  on  our  part,  more  than  five  thousand.  It  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate exactly  the  number  of  the  enemy  who  were  opposed  to  us^ 
From  prisoners  taken,  it  is  certain  that  all  of  Sumner's  grand  division 
and  part  of  Hooker's  were  brought  against  the  position.  Amon|( 
these  can  be  named,  specially,  Hancock's  and  Whipple's  division,  the 
Irishjbriga'-lc^  and  the  whole  of  the  regular  infantry  of  the  old  United 
States  army,  the  latter  under  Sykes. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  mu:?t  have  been  very  large.  Each  of  the 
nights  of  Saturday^  Sunday  and  Monday,  the  enemy  bore  off  large 
numbers.  On  Tuesday  I  walked  over  the  field,  and  the  elain  lay  in 
many  places  piled  up  on  each  other.  As  I  understand  an  accurate 
count  of  those  buried  has  been  madi?,  I  will  not  hazard  an  opinion  as 
to  the  real  number  killed.     The  havoc  ^as  appalling. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Division^ 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  HOOD. 

Division  Headquarters,  near  Fredericksburg,  Ya. 

Sir  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  submit  the  followiug  report  of  the  psr* 
ticipation  of  my  commaDd,  composed  of  the  Texas  brigade.  Brigadier 
General  J.  B.  Robertson,  comioanding ;  Law's  brigade,  Brigadier 
General  E.  M.  Law,  commanding ;  Anderson's  brigade,  Brigadier 
General  G.  T.  Anderson,  commanding;  Toombs'  brigade.  Colonel  H. 
jL.  Benning  commanding,  and  Reilly's,  Bachman's  and  Gardner's  bat- 
teries, in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  ISth,  1862,  and 
operations  in  connection  therewith  : 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant  General  com- 
manding, on  hearing  the  signal  guns,  about  two  o'clock,  on  the  mern* 
tag  of  the  11th  December,  I  immediately  formed  my  command  and 
fQoved  into  position  along  the  crest  of  the  hills  stretching  from  Dr. 
Keynolds'  house  to  near  the  railroad  crossing,  and  occupied  the  Bow- 
ling Green  road  with  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers.  Soo^  afterwards, 
I  pushed  forward  about  one  hundred  riflemen  to  harass  the  enemy  ib 
bis  efforts  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  Deep  Run.  This  party  was  unable,  h^^ever,  to  effect  the 
desired  object,  m  consequehce  of  the  ground  not  affording  shelter  to 
the  men  within  rifle-range  of  the  river.  My  scouts  having  reported^ 
Clear  dark,  that  the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the  river  im- 
mediately below  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  and  in  my  front,  I  increased 
my  force  in  the  Bowling  Green  road  and  threw  a  line  of  skirmishers 
to  the  front,  with  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  to  hold  the  road. 
The  enemy  commenceci  crossing  infantry  and  artillery  at  dark,  and 
continued  doing  so  throughout  the  night,  at  the  same  time  deploying 
to  their  left,  to  and  below  Mr.  Arthur  Bernard's  house,  thereby  indi- 
cating his  intention  to  attack  our  right. 

Daring  the  night,  I  withdrew  the  force  from  the*  Bowling  Green 
road,  and  the  line  of  skirmishers  back  to  the  road.  At  about  ten 
o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I  was  relieved  by  General  A, 
P.  Hill's  division,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Lieutenant 
General  commanding,  relieved  General  Pickett  on  my  left.  Discov- 
ering a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  deployed  along  the  railroad,  I 
detached  two  companies  from  Toombs'  and  one  company  from  Laws' 
brigade,  and,  without  loss  on  our  side,  drove  them  off,  killing  two  or 
three  men  and  five  horses.  About  dark,  General  Pickett  reoccupied 
his  original  position ;  and,  in  compliance  with  instractions  from  the 
Lieutenant  General  commanding,  I  moved  my  command  back  to  my 
original  position,  with  orders  to  co-operate  with  A.  P.  Hiirs  or  any 
other  troops  of  General  T.  J.  Jackson's  corps. 

On  the  ISthy  during  the  engagement  on  the  right  of  onr  line,  a  con- 
iiderable  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the  right  bank  of  Deep  Bun, 
and,  forming  line  of  battle,  advanced,  driving  our  skirmishers  from 
and  occupying  the  railroad.     Two  of  Brigadier  General  Law's  jregi- 
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nentfl,  the  fifij-seveiith  North  Carolina,  Colonel  A.  C.  Oodwin  com- 
nanding,  and  fifty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell 
^oxnisanding,  were  thrown  forward,  the  fifty-seventh  leading,  and  in 
gallant  style  drove  the  enemy  from  the  position  he  had  gained,  iol- 
owing  him  np  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green 
road  and  punishing  him  severely.  These  regiments,  with  the  fourth 
tVlabama^  Law's  brigade,  support,  held  the  railroad  until  dark,  when 
;hey  were  relieved  by  other  troops  from  my  command,  who  retained 
possession  of  it  until  the  enemy  recrosaed  the  river,  on  the  night  of 
:he   1 5th. 

As  usual,  Brigadier  General  Law  was  conspicuous  upon  the  fields 
Acting  with  great  gallantry,  and  had  his  horse  killed  under  him  whilst 
personally  directing  the  movements  of  his  brigade. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  call  your  attention  to.  the  gallant 
hearing  of  both  the  officers  and  men  of  the  fifty-seventh  North  Caro- 
lina regiment.  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin  commanding,  in  their  charge  on 
a  superior  force  of  the  enemj,  posted  in  the  strong  position  he  had 
gained.  Equal  praiao  is'due  the  fifty -fourth  North  Carolina  regiment*, 
Oolonel  J.  C.  McDowell  commanding,  for  their  able  support  of  the 
Sfty-seventh,  and  especially  for  their  display  of  discipline  in  change 
ing  front  under'^re,  to  cover  the  left  flahk  of  the  fifty-seventh  from 
ihe  fire  of  a  force  of  the  enemy  occupying  Deep  Run,  below  the  rait 
road,  to  which  the^became  exposed  in  consequence  of  their  purnuit 
of  the  force  they  ha)i  dislodged.  Indeed,  I  cannot  in  justice  omit  to 
laention  the  bearing  and  ^orale  of  my  entire  command  during  thd 
:ime  the  enemy  was  in  our  front,  as  evidenced  by  their  earnest  desire 
to  be  led  to  battle  and  their  presence  at  all  times,  as,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  not  a  single  officer  or  man  left  ranks  without  proper 
;&uthority.. 

The  members  o£  my  staff  were,  as  usual,  at  their  posts,  and  zeal- 
ous in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  devolving  upon  them.  Below  wiH 
will  be  found  a  summary  of  the  casualties  of  my  command. 

For  further  particulars,  attention  is  called  to  accompanying  reports 
of  brigade  commanders. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^  J.  B.  HOOD, 

Major  General  commanding. 


Killed. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  D.  H.  HILL. 

Headquarters  Division,  December  S4,  1861. 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A,  A.  G,  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  comma!: 
around  Fredericksburg.     On  the  3rd  December  my  division  was  ^er 
to  Port  Rojal,  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  the  Yankees  at  or  near  thn. 
point.     Four  Yankee  gunboats  were  then  lying   opposite   the  tc^i 
Rifle-pits  were  constructed  above  the  town  on  the  night  of  the  4ik,  r 
prevent  the  pirates  from  ascending;   and  Hardaway*s  Whitworth  gn: 
was  placed  on  Jack^s  Hill,  some  three  miles  1>elow  the  town,  and  i  - 
remaining  two  guns,  with  Garter's  Parrott's,  were  placed   on  the  b  ! 
due  west  of  the  town.     Hardaway  opened  upon  the   gunboats  aboi;r 
three  o'clock,  on  the  5th  instant.     Finding  the  fire  too  hot  for  tkec. 
they  fled  back  to  town,  where  th^y  were  sheltered  from  Carter's  fir- 
Hare  away  continued  to  pelt  them;  and,  to  stop  his  fire,  (as  is  sur- 
posej,)  the  ruffians  commenced  shelling  the  town,  full  of  women  ar. : 
children.     The  town   was  partially  destroyed,  but  1    mercifal   G-:i 
kindly  protected  the  inoffensive  inhabitants.     A  dog  was  killed  an  I  « 
negro  wounded  ;  no  other  living  being   was   inj^d.     Finding  th-i* 
Hardaway's  fire  did  not  slacken,  the  pirates  fleddtown  the  river.     E-t 
l)ow  a  worse  fate  awaited  thorn  than  a  distant  cannonade.     The  g /li- 
lant  Major  Pelham,  of  General  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  hafd  a  section 
of  artillery  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  gave  them  - 
parting  salute.     He  was  greeted  with   grape  and  canister,  and  h^*. 
one  man  killed.     There  were  ho  casualties  at  my  batteries.      Fron: 
Yankee  sources,  we  learned  that  the  pirates  lost  six  killed  and  twentj 
wounded.     Whether   they   over- estimated  or   under- estimated   tbei: 
loss,  I  do  not  know.     They  sometimes  lie  on  one  side,  and  sometime^ 
on^ another.     In  a  few  days,  the  pirates  returned  as  high  as  Port  Tc- 
bago,  with  five  more  of  their  thievish  consorts.     Eleven  rifle  guns  or 
Colcnel  Browne's  reserve  artillery  and  all  my  division  batteries  were 
brought  down  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  a  dense  TOg,  and,  when  it 
lifted,  were  opened  upon  them.     The  firing  was  bad»  except  from  th^ 
Wbitworth,  and  it  soon  drove  them  under  cover  of  a  thick  growth  of 
woods,  where  they  lay  concealed.     We  have  learned,  from  the  same 
respectable  Yankee  source,  that  three  of  the  pirates  were  struck,  one 
three  times,  and  that  a  captain   was   killed   and  four   or    five   other 
thieves  knocked  on  the  head.     We    had   no  casualties.     Just  before 
sundown,  oti  the  12th  instant,   I    received    an    order   to   march  that 
night  to  Fredericksburgj'las  the  Yankees  were  expected  to  attack  Gen- 
eral Lee  the  next  day:     A  portion  of  my  command  was  iwenty-t?ro 
miles  from  that  city,  and  the  most  of  them  from  eighteen  to  twentj 
We  began   our  march   immediately  tfnd   proceeded   until  we  were 
stopped  by  encountering  General  Early's  column,  some  three  milei 
from  Hamilton's  crossing.     We  waited  until  daylight,  and  then  fol* 
lowed  General  Early.     His  division  was  placed  in  the  second  hne, 
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behittd  Oea^ral  A.  P.  Hill,  and  my  difision  in  the  third  line,  behind 
General  Early.  We  remained  in  that  position  until  noon,  when  the 
division  wasordered  on  the  extreme  right  to  meet  a  flank  movemmt 
of  the  Yankees,  under  General  Doubleday.  Wo  were,  however,  soon 
ordered  back,  aa  Donbleday  did  not  advance,  and  oar  front  line,  under 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  had  been  broken.  General  E'arly  pushed  forward 
*iid  recovered  the  lost  ground,  and  my  division  took  Early's  position. 
My  division  artillery  and  the  reserve  artillery,  undj&r  Colonel  Brown, 
(temporarily  under  my  command,)  were  sent  forward  in  the  afternoon  ^ 
to  relieve  the  batteries  which  had  been  engaged  in  the  morning.  ' 
The  relieving  batteries  have  been  highly  commended  for  gallant  and 
effective  service.  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Bondurant,  Fry  and 
Page  were  conspicuous  here,  as  every  where,  for  gallantry  and  alacrity 
in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Towards  sundown,  on  the  13th,  a  general 
advance  of  our  lines  was  ordered,  preceded  by  artillery.  Artillery 
officers  were  called  for  to  volunteer  for  this  hazardous  duty!  Captain 
Bondurant  and  Lieutenants  Pendleton  and  Carter,  of  my  division^ 
volunteered  and  brought  out  their  batteries.  The  answering  reply  of 
the  Yankee  artillery  to  ours  was  so  rapid  and  constant  that  the  ad-  • 
vance  was  halted  before  our  columns  emerged  from  the  woods  to  viow. 
On  the  14th  i#tant,  General  Karly  and  Taliaferro  occupied  the 
front  line,  my  division  the  second  line,  and  General  A.  P.  Hill  the 
third.  The  Yankc^,  having  been  terribly  thrashed  the  day  before, 
were  quiescent  on  the  14tb.  They  had  cstabli.shed  themselves  in  a 
hedge- row,  and  had  it  lined  with  artillery.  Ilardaway  got  a  positioru 
with  his  Whitworth  gun,  from  which  he  could  enfilade  the  line.  He 
drove  out  all  their  batteries  and  made  them  leave  at  a  gallop.  1 
think  that  his  gun  killed  the  Yankee  General  Bayard,  as  no  other  of 
our  guns  could  carry  so  far  as  to  the  point  where  he  was  struck.  At 
Upperville,  on  November  2nd,  this  gun  put  to  flight  two  Yankee  bat- 
terieSy  and  cavalry  and  artillery,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  and  a 
half.  Grimes'  brigade  occupied  the  extreme  right  of  our  front  line 
on  the  night  of  the  13th,  and  held  the  same  position  for  tl^e  next  two 
days.  This  brigade  also  furnished  a  hundred  sharpshooters  to  support 
Stuart,  and  these  were  constantly  skirmishing  with  the  Yankees 
during  the  14th  a1:id  15th.  Colonel  Estes,  ^ith  his  regiment,  forty- 
fourth  Georgia,  J!)oles'  brigade,  was  also  sent  to  support  Stuart  on 
the  night  of  the  13th,  and  remained  with  him  until  the  I5ch.  These 
advance  troops,  together  with  the  skirmishers  thrown  out  from  each 
brigHde  when  on  the  advance  line,  were  the  only  portions  of  my  di- 
vision actively  engaged  ^ith  the  Yankees.  M;  division  relieved 
Generals  £arly  and  Taliaferro  before  day  on  the  1 5th,  and  remained 
all  d^y  ki  the  advance.  Major  Jones'  battalion,  of  my  division  artil- 
lery, was  placed  oh  our  left  flank.  The  Yankees  were  unusually 
placid  ou  the  15th.  The  only  firing  worthy  of  notice  was  from  some 
dozen  or  twenty  pieces  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  attempting  to 
dislwlge  Uardaway  from  his  enfilading  position.  He,  however,  lay 
quietly  on  his  straw-rick,  looking  at  them  with  his  glass,  and  only' 
firing  when  he  could  make  his  shot  tell.  As  the  day  of  the  15th  wore 
away  without  a  fight,  the  division,  with  the  exception  of  the  advance 
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detftebments,  not  haying  drawn  trigger,  applied  to  Lieutenant  General 
Jackson  to  remain  one  day  longer  on  the  front  line.  This  request 
was  granted.  At  daylight,  our  pickets  were  thrown  forward  aad  the 
enemy  found  to  be  gone.  Burnsido  ha4  changed  his  base.  We  cap- 
tured two  hundred  and  ninety-two  of  the  Yankee  pickets  and  strag- 
glers^ and  gathered  up  between  three  and  four  thousand  excellent 
rifles  and  muskets.  I  regret  to  add  that,  although  none  of  my  troops 
drew  trigger,  with  the  exceptions  above  made,  we  had  one  hundred 
.  and  seventy-three  casualties  in  the  division,  nearly  all  from  the  artiU 
iery  fire  of  the  Yankees. 

My  thanks  are  duo  to  all  my  staflf  for  faithful  and  efiScient  serricea. 
Major  J.  W.  Ratchford  and  Major  Archer  Anderson,  acijutant  gen- 
^eral's  staiF;  Major  Jones,  commanding  battalion  of  artillery  ;  Gaptain 
Carter,  chief  of  artillery;  Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  signal  officer; 
Lieutenant  R.  H.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp;  Lieutenant £.  F.  Brevard, 
volunteer  aid;  Lieutenants  Harris  and  Estelle,  ordnance  officers ; 
Mr.  Arthur  Chichester,  engineer  oiScer;  Sergeant  Harmeling,  com- 
manding the  couriers,  all  rendered  valuable  and  important  .service. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  steadiness  of  my  men  under  fire» 
their  confidence  of  victory  and  eagerness  to  lend  their  efforts  to 
achieve  it,  their  patient  endurance  of  a  fatiguing  %arch  the  night 
before  the  blittle,  and  their  general  subordination  and  good  conduct. 
Under  tried  veterans  as  brigade  commandeers — Rodes,  Colquitt,  Pier- 
son,  Doles  and  Grimes — I  feel  confident  that  they  will  do  well  when, 
eyer  called  upon  to  meet  the  infernal  Yankees.  In  no  battle  of  the 
war  has  the  signal  interposition  of  God  in  onr  favor  been  more  won- 
derfully displayed  than  at  Fredericksburg,  and  it  'is  to  be  earnestly 
hoped  that  our  gratitude  will  correspond  in  some  degree  with  His  favor. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  HILL,  ilajor  General. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL, 


IIeadq'rs  A.  P.  HiLL^s  Light  DtvisioN,  Jackson's  Corps, 
Oamp  7iear  Fredericksburg ,  January  1,  1863;. 

[iptain  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Jaikson*s  Corps  : 


j 


Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the, 
r>art  taken  by  the  light  division  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

It  having  been  definitely  ascerjtained  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  in  large  force,  on  the  evening  of  the  1  Ith  December, 
T  vas  directed  by  General  R.  £.  Lee,  subsequently  by  the  Lieutenant 
Greneral,  also,  to  move  my  division  at  dawn,  on  the  12th,  and  relievo 
Major  General  Hood.  In  obedience  to  this  order,  I  put  my  troops  in 
position,  my  front  lineconaisting  of  two  regiments  of  Brockenbrough's 
brigade,  the  brigac^s  of  Generals  Archer,  Lane  and  Pender,  my  ez» 
tremo  right  resting  upon  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing 
to  the  Port  Royal  road,  and  my  left  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Deep 
Creek.  Upon  the  hill  crowning  the  right  of  my  line,  Lieutenant  Col* 
onel  Lindsay  Walker,  my  chief  of  artillery,  had  in  position,  under 
his  own  immediate  direction,  fourteen  rifle  and  Napoleon  guns,  com- 
posed of  the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mcintosh,  with  sections  from  the 
batteries  of  Crenshaw,  Latham  and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Ellett,  Potts  and  Ghitter.  The  batteries  of  Captains 
Davidsop  and  Braxton  (the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Marye) 
were  placed  to  cover  my  left,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
Pender's  brigade. 

My  line  of  battle,  as  thus  formed,  was  fully  one  mile  and  a  half  in 
extent,  the  division  of  Major  General  Hood  being  on  my  loft.  Lane's 
brigade  was  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  my  gene* 
ral  line,  the  timber,  in  the  skirt  of  which  was^posted  his  brigade^ 
jutting  out  into  the  low  grounds  some  distance  from  the  main  body, 
AloDg  the  military  road — a  new  road  running  in  rear  of  my  front  line 
from  right  to  left,  cut  by  Major  General  Hood — ^were  posted  my  re- 
serves, consisting  of  the  remainder  of  Brockenbrough  s  brigade, 
fortieth  and  fifty-fifth  Virginia,  as  a  support  to  Walker's  batteries, 
Gregg's  brigade  crossing  the  interval  between  Archer  and  Lane,  and 
Thoibas'  brigade  the  interval  between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  division 
remained  as  thus  posted  during  Friday  and  Friday  night  undisturbed, 
except  by  the  sl^elling  from  the  enemy's  guns. 

On  Saturday  morning.  Lieutenant  General  Jackson  directed  that 
Braxton^ii  battery  and  two  batteries  from  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro's 
division  be  placed  in  ad?Mce  of  the  railroad,  and  General  Lane  was 
directed  to  support  them.  Braxton's  battery  was  relieved  by  Latimer, 
a  young  veteran.  About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  the  lifting 
of  the  fog  disoover^  to  us  the  liaes  of  the  enemy,  drawn  out  in  battle 
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array  on  the  low  grounds  between  us  txiA  the  river,  covering   the 
whole  o(  my  front,  and  extending  far  to  the  left,  towards  Fredericks- 
burg.    They  were  deployed  in  three  lines,  with  heavy  reserves  behind 
the  Port  Royal  road.     Soon  their  lines,  accompanied  by  ten  batteries, 
six  on  their  left  and  four  on  the  right,  moved  forward  to  the  attack. 
They  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance,  when  Stuart^s  horse  artillery 
opening'on  them  from  the  Port  Royal  road  and  enfilading  their  lines, 
the  advance  was  halted  and  four  of  the  batteries  gave  their  attetiti<m 
'  for  an  hour  or  more  to  Major  Pelham.     As  soon  as  Pelbam  ceased  his 
fire,  all  their  batteries^  right  and  left,  opened  a  teriific  fire  upoa  the 
positions  occupied  by  my  batteries,  and  shelled  the  woods  promi^ca- 
ouely.     There  being  no  reply  from  any  of  our  batteries,  and  being 
unable  to  elicit  any  discoveries  from  this  sharp  praetice,  continued  for 
an  hour  or  more,  the  advance  was  again  sounded,  and,  prece<)e4  by 
c^oud8  of  skirmishers,  the  right  gallantly  essayed  another  attempt. 
To  cover  this  advance,  their  batteries  were  now  served  with  redoubled 
activity,  and  now,  the  masses  of  infantry  being  within  point  blank 
range,  the  roar  was  deepened  and  made  deadly  to  the  enemy  as  phell 
and  oanister  from  our  long  silent,  but  now  madly  aroused,  bttteries 
ploughed  through  their  ranks,     The  enemy,  however,  continuefl  to 
advance,  and  the  three  batteries  already  mentioned  as  having  been 
posted  in  advance  of  the  railroad  were  compeUed  to  retire,  their  with- 
drawal being  covered  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill,  with  the  seventh 
North  Carolina.     Lane's  brigade  was  the  first  to  encounter  the  mii^ses 
of  the  enemy,  who,  recoiling  somewhat  from  his  direct  front,  shifted 
their  main  attack  to  his  right,  endeavoring  to  penetrate  throusrh  the 
interval  between  Archer  and  himself     The  attack  directly  in  front  of 
Archer  and  of  Walker's  guns  bad  been  gallantly  repalsecf,  the  enemy 
finding  what  shelter  they  could  along  the  railroad      Concentrating 
their  columns  of  attack,  the  enemy  now  made  a  bold  effort,  and,  push- 
ing onward,  turned  Lane's  right,  although  obstinately  resisted  by  the 
twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh  North  Carolina  regiments.     Colonel 
Barber,  of  the  thirty-seventh,  finding  his  right  turned,  changed  front 
with  his  three  right  companies,  and  poured  in  a  destructive  fire.  These 
two  regiments  continued  to  fight  until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted, 
and  were  then  quickly  and  steadily   retired  from  the  6eld,  refilling 
their  boxes  and  rejoining  their  brigade.     The  three  remaining  regi- 
ments of  Lane's  brigade  (seventh,  eighteenth  and  thirty-third  North 
Carolina)  steadily  continued  to  battle  against  overwhelming  numbers, 
and  the  attack  was  checked  by  well  directed  volleys  from  the  thirty- 
third  regiment,  Colonel  Avery.     General  Thomas,  responding  to  the 
call  of  General  Lane,  rapidly  threw  forward  his  brigade  of  Goorgiacs, 
by  the  flank,  and  deploying  by  successive  formations,  squarely  m3t 
the  enemy,  charged  them,  and,  joined  by  the  seventh  and  part  of  the 
eighteenth  North  Carolii^a,  drove  them  back,  with  tremendous  loss,  to 
their  original  position.     In  tho  meantime,  the  main  column  of  attack 
htid  wedged  in  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Lane,  encountered  Archer's 
left,  and,  attacked  in  flank  and  rear,   the  fourteenth  *  Tennessee  and 
nineteenth  G-eorgia  were  compelled  to  give  back.    General  Archer,  ob- 
Kerving  the  threatening  conditioQ  of  alfairB  on  bis  left^ery  promptly 
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ddtached  Ike  fifUi  AUbftU*  battalton,  holding  his  line  with  the  brdre 
first  Tenoeseee,  under  the  gallant  Tarnej,  end  this  movement^  rapidly 
execated,  and  assisted  bj  two  regiments  of  Brockenbrough»  (forty- 
seventh  Virginia  and  twenty-second  Virginia  battalion,)  was  attended 
with  signal  saceess.  The  advancing  colamna  of  the  enemy  had  also 
enconntered  an  obstacle  in  the  military  road  which  they  little  ex-  . 
pecfced — Gregg's  brigade  of  South  (Jarolinians  stood  in  tho  way. 
Taken  somewhat  by  surprise,  Orr's  rifles  were  thrown  into  confusion, 
mistaking  the  advancing  enemy  for  our  own  troops  falling  back.  It 
was  at  this  moment  that  Brigadier  Qeneral  Mazcy  Gregg — himself 
fearful  of  harming  our  friends — fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles,  mortally 
wounded.  A  more  chivalrous  gentleman  and  gallant  soldier  never 
adorned  the  service  which  he  so  loved.  One  company  of  the  rifles. 
Lieutenant  Charles,  and  the  four  remaining  regiments,  the  first, 
twelfth,  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  stood  firm  as  on  parade  OoIodcI 
Hamilton,  now  in  command  of  the  brigade,  threw  back  the  right  wing 
of  his  regiment  and  opened  a  deatructivo  fire,  the  twelfth  faced  about, 
and  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
McGowan,  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  changed  front  forward,  and  stood 
prepared  to  resist  any  attempt  to  sweep  down  my  rear.  Tfie  combat 
was  short,  sharp  and  decisive.  The  rattling  musketry  and  charging 
yell  of  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  the  forty-seventh  Virginia  regi- 
ment andtwenty-second  Virginia  battalion,  and  the  withering  firo  from 
Hamilton's  regiment,  right  in  their  faces,  was  more  than  Yankee 
firmoess  could  stand.  In  addition  to  this,  that  gallant  old  warrior, 
Qeneral  Early,  to  whom  I  had  sent,  requesting  that  he  would  move 
down  to  my  support,  came  crashing  through  the  wood»  at  the  double- 
quick. 

The  enemy,  completely  broken,  fled  in  confusion.  T!he  two  regi- 
ments of  Brockenbrough's  brigade.  Archer,  with  the  first  Tennessee 
and  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  Early's  troops,  chased  them  across 
the  railroad  and  back  to  their  reserves.  In  this  backward  movement 
of  theirs,  my  artillery  again  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  them  On  the 
extreme  left  of  my  line,  held  by  the  North  Carolina  brigade  of  General 
Peoder,  (thirteenth,  sixteenth,  twenty- second,  thirty-fourth  and  thir- 
ty-eighth,), the  enemy  made  several  threatening  attempts  to  advance, 
but  were  invariably  repulsed  by  the  well-directed  fire  from  Davidson's 
and  Latimer's  guns.  From  the  nature  of  the  ground  occupied  by 
Pender's  brigade,  and  the  entire  absence  of  all  protection  against 
artillery.  His  brigade  received  the  greater  part  of  the  terrible  fire- 
directed  art  Davidson  and  Latimer,  and  suffered  severely.  General 
Pender  was  himself  wounded,  and  his  aid,  Lieutenant  Sheppard, 
killed,  whilst  gallantly  rallying  a  portion  of  the  eighteenth  regiment 
of  Lane's  brigade.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  General  Pen- 
der, the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  Scales,  of  the 
thirteenth.  The  two  batteries  suffered  much  by  the  fire  of  a  heavy 
line  of  skirmishers*  Colonel  Scales  directed  Major  Cole,  of  the 
twenty-second  North  Carolina,  to  dislodge  them,  which  was  hand- 
somely done.  The  sixteenth,  Colonel  McElroy,  which  had  been 
thrown  out  as  a  Mpport  to  Latimer's  battery,  became  pretty  hotly 
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engaged  vith  a  brigade  of  the  e&em j  wbich  had  adranced  np  t>eep 
Raa  under  cover,  and,  assisted  bj  tWo  North  Carolina  tegimcots  o: 
Law's  brigade.  Hood's  division,  drove  them  back.  The  enemj  hav- 
ing thus  been  repulsed  at  all  points,  mv  brigades  romai&ed  ia  their 
cflriginal  poeitions,  save  General  Thomas',  (fourteenth,  thirty-fifck, 
forty- fifth  and  forty -ninth  Georgia,)  which  was  not  recalled  from  th«3 
position  it  bad  so  gallantly  won  in  the  front  line,  and  General  Aroher, 
who,  being  out  of  ammunition,  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Hoke,  of 
Early's  division.  About  dusk  I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieuten- 
ant General  to  advance  my  whole  line  and  driv^  the  enemy.  Thi ^ 
order  was,  however,  countermanded  while  preparations  were  being 
made  to  carry  it  out.  During  the  night  my  divisicm  Was  relieved 
from  the  front  by  the  divisions  of  Generals  Early  and  Taliaferrc. 
When  the  fight  was  hottest.  General  Taliaferro  very  promptly  re- 
sponded to  my  call,  and  moved  down  his  division  to  within  easy  sup- 
porting distance  of  my  left.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant  General  to  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  the  troops  of  this  division  behaved  under  that  mos? 
trying  of  all  things  to  the  soldier,  via  :  inaction  under  aheavj  fire 
of  arr.illcry*  The  absence  of  all  straggling  was  remarkable,  and  is 
entitled  to  high  commendation.  The  conscripts  showed  themselves 
desirous  of  being  thought  worthy  comrades  of  our  veteran  soldier?. 
In  this,  as  in  all  previous  battles^  my  thanks  are  eminently  due  to 
the  brigade  commanders  for  their  hearty  co-operation,  the  coolness 
and  skill  with  which  they  have  handled  their  troops.  General  Pen- 
der, though  wounded,  resumed  the  command  of  his  brigade  as  soon  as 
his  wound  was  Pressed. 

Amongst  the  field  officers  wounded  are  Colonels  Turney,  Barber, 
Purdie;  Lieutenant  Colonel  George,  first  Tennessee  ;  Majors  Vande- 
graff,  IMorion,  Lee,  Neill  and  Buchanan.  The  three  field  officers  and 
senior  captain  (Turney)  of  the  first  Tennessee  were  struck  down. 
General  Pender  mentions  especially  First  Lieutenant  S.  8.  Eirkland 
and  Mr.  John  Young,  volunteer  aid-de-camp.  General  Archer  wa? 
efficiently  served  by  Lieutenants  Lemmon  and  Thomas.  Genera. 
Lane  speaks  of  the  good  conduct  of  Captain  Hawks  and  Lieutenan: 
Lane,  A.  D.  C.  And  General  Thomas,  that  when  all  did^so  well  he 
cannot  say  more. .  Captain  Alexander  Haskell,  assistant  adjutant 
general  to  the  lamented  Gregg,  was  severely  wounded,  but  refused  to 
leave  the  held,  until,  fainting  from  exhaustion  and  loss  of  blood,  he  waa 
carried  o£f.  Captain  Alston,  of  the  first  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
also  deserves  special  ntention;  he,  having  been  severely  wounded « 
after  being  dressed  at  the  hospital,  returned  to  the  field  in  spite  or 
the  remonstrance  of  the  surgeon.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  as- 
sisted by  Lieutenant  Chamberlaine,  directed  the  fire  from  his  guns 
with  admirable  coolness  and  precision.  Pecram,  as  usual,  with 
Mcintosh  to  help  him,  managed  to  find  the  lioltest  place,  though 
perhaps  Davidson  mjght  have  been  willing  to  exchangee  positions  with 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  at  half-past  three  oMoek  mjbatte- 
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ries  on  the  tight,  except  one  section  of  Pegram^s,  were  relieved  by 
the  corps  of  Coionol  Brown. 

The  chief  sargeon  of  the  division.  Dr.  Powell,  by  his  system  and 
order  and  untiring  personal  attention,  secured  more  comfort  to  the 
wounded  than  has  been  usual.  By  ten  o'clock  the  next  day  his  hospital 
had  been  cleared  of  all  those  who  could  be  moved,  and,  with  their  wounds 
dressed,  were  on  their  way  to  Richmond.  Ho  acknowledges  valuable 
assistance  from  the  Richmond  committee. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Major  Morgan,  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral ;  Captain  Wingall,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general ; 
Captain  Hill,  flid-de  camp ;  Major  Palmer,  first  Virginia  regimeut, 
Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  and  Captain  Gordon,  volunteer  aid-de- 
camp, (whose  horse  was  killed,)  were  active  and  zealous  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  Captain  Howard,  my  engineer  officer,  was  particu- 
larly efficient  in  strengthening  my  lines.  Captain  Stanard,  ordnance 
officer,  madb  efficient  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  ammunition,  and 
fought  with  his  guns.  Captain  Braxton,  though  sick,  appeared  on 
the  field.  Sergeant  Tucker,  chief  of  couriers,  was,  as  usual,  always 
by  my  side,  active  and  fearless. 

The  loss  in  the  Kght  division  is : 

Officers — Killed,  16;  wounded  119.  Enlisted  men— Killed,  215; 
wounded,  1,855.  Missing — Office  A,  11;  enlisted  men,  406.  To- 
tal, 2,085.  ; 

.    I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  command- 
ing officers  of  brigades. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  .P.  HILL, 
Major  General  commanding  Light  Dii^ision. 


'  SO 
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KKPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL   TALIAFfiRRO,  COM- 
HANDING  JACKSON'S  DIVISION. 

Headquakters  Jack80n*s  Division,       > 
Camp  near  Moss  Neck,  December  24,  1868.  ) 

CaptaiD  A.  S,  Pendleton, 

Assistant  jidjuiani  General: 

Captain:  In  coiiformity  with  the  order  of  the  Lieutenant  General 
coQiUiaiidiDg,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  tbia 
divibion,  on  the  I3:haud  !4ih  instants,  before  Fredericksburg: 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I  inarched  from  Guineas  Station  to 
Hamilton's  Crob^ing,  at  which  place  I  found  the  divisiop  of  Major 
General  A.  P.  Hill  posted  in  order  of  battle  from  the  crossing,  on  the 
right,  to  Bernard's  quarters,  on  the  left.  I  took  position  on  the  rail- 
road, to  his  right;  but  was  subsequently  ordered  to  move  my  com* 
mand  to  the  rear  of  the  left  of  his  line.  I  posted  Paxton's  snd 
Starke's  brigades  in  rear  of  Gregg's  and  Thomas',  of  Hill's  division, 
and  held  Taliaferro's  and  Jones'  l^^igades  in  reserve.  In  the  evening 
I  ordered  Colonel  Warren,  commanding  Taliaferro's  brigade,  to  the 
rear  of  Hamilton's  house,  to  support  the  artille^j  posted  on  the  hill 
in  front.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Early's  division  next  morning,  this 
brigade  was  withdrawn  and  le-occupied  its  old  position.  General 
Early's  line  connected  with  mine  on  the  right.  My  artillery  waa 
held  at  the  crossing  on  the  Mine  road,  to  the  left  of  the  division.  I 
reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill  my  dispositions  in  his  rear,  and 
informed  him  that  1  had  ordered  the  brigade  and  battery  commanders 
to  recognize  any  demands  for  support,  if  pressing,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  immediate  superiors.  •  ^  • 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Wood- 
ing and  Carpenter,  the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McKendree, 
were  poeted  in  ihe  field,  across  the  railroad,  to  the  ri^t  ot  Bernard'a 
quarters,  and  the  Lee  battery,  Lieutenant  Statham^  and  two  pieces  of 
Lusk's  battery  on  the  bill  to  the  left.  The  other  pieces  of  *these  bat- 
teries operated  on  the  extreme  right. 

The  enemy  advanced  about  nine  o'clock,  when  our  batteries  opened 
a  destructive  fire  upon  them,  causing  them  to  waver  and  break;  but 
they  again  advanced,  concentrating  so  heavy  a  fire  of  artillery  upon 
the  position  that  it  became  necessary  to  retire  the  batteries  behind 
the  railroad,  in  rear  of  the  quarters,  after  two  l^oara  action.  The 
infantry  of  the  division,  during  this  time,  were  subjected  to  the  sheila 
of  the  enemy,  but  advanced  to  the  military  road,  to  be  in  easy  sup* 
port  of  General  Hill's  line,  with  perfect  steadiness  and  enthusiasm. 
General  Paxton,  finding  that  our  trocps  were  giving  back  to  tlie  right 
of-Gregg's  brigade,  and  the  enemy  advancing  beyond  the  front  line, 
through  a. gap,  which  fronted  a  boggy  wood,  supposed  to  be  inajcts- 
sible  to  the  enemy,  moved  his  brigade  to  the  right,  and  engaged,  with 
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^  -WO  of  his  regiments;  tbo  enemy^  who  had  penetrated  to  the  military 
-K^oad,  but  who  were  retiring  b;  the  time  he  reached  that  point,     ne 
^dien  pushed  forward  to  the  front,  and  occupied,  for  the  rest  of  the 
«iay,  the  front  line  at  that  place.      The  other  brigades  were  held>  in. 
-position  in  rear  of  the  military  road  until  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
^^vhen  I  relieved  General  A.  P.  Uill's  troops  in  the  front;    Starke's 
l^rigaiie  relieving  General  Pender's  on  the  left;    Jones',  Taliaferro's- 
m,^d  Paxton*s  occupying  the  railroad,  and  connecting  with  General 
Jf^arly's  troops. on  the  right.     At  daybreak  the  enemy  made  a  slight 
•demonstration  -on  my  lift,  their  skirmishers  advancing   nearly  to  the 
railroad  cut,  but  they  were  instantly  driven  back.     I  thought  it  advi- 
fliablc  to  change  the  position  of  Starke's  brigade,  which  had  relievedt 
l*€nder'a,  and  extend  my  left  on  the  railroad.     This  was  ordered  andt 
accomplished,  but  I  subsequently  with  Irew  part  of  that  brigade  and. 
lieM   it  in   positi  pn   to  command   the  rising   ground  near  Bernard's; 
quarters  •  The  skirmishing,  in  the  early  part  of  the. day,  was  quite- 
brisk  Hnd  animHtod  along  the  whole  line,  but  ceased  about  midday.    I 
Kad^given  positive  orders  to  waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  only* 
when  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy's  i^kirmishers  rendered  it  necessary.. 
I  am  satisfied  the  men  fired  with  deliberation  and  considerable  eifect. 
1  had  a  battery  masked  behind  Bernard's  bouse,  and  some  of  my  pieces* 
to  the  left  co-operated  with  those  of  General  Hood. 

At  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  15th,  I  was  relieved  by  General  D. 
H.  Hill,  and  moved  my  command  back  to  the  Mine  road. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  ofiiccrsjnd  men  behaved  admirably,, 
displaying  coolness  and  courage  under  fire,  and  changing  positions. 
vith  »ut  any  disorder  or  confusion. 

1  would  particularly  mention  Brigadier  Generals  Jones  and  Paxton,. 
Colonel  Warren,  (tenth  Virginia,)  commanding  Taliaferro's  brigr^ile, 
•  and  Colonol  Pendleton,  (fifteenth  LouiHiana^)  commiinding  Starke's  bri* 
gade.  wh<5se  reports  are  herewitti  forwarded,  and  who  make  especial' 
mention  ot  some  of  their  ofiicers,  among  them  most  particularly  is 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardner,  fourth  Virginia  inianitry,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded 

I  cannot  too  highly  mention  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Brockenbrough,. 
chief  of  artillery^  and  c.f  Captain   Woo-ling  and  Lieutenant  Jones, 
Wooding's  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Lambie,  Carpenter's  battery,  ;illi 
of  whom  were  severely  wounded ;  and  of  Captain  Caskie,  Lieutenants- 
McKendree,  llunton,  St:itham,  Early  and  Donald 

It  is  with  great  pain  1  have  to  add  that  the  iiivision  has  to  deplore 
the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  gallant  officers  of  artillery,  Lieuteuiint 
Barton,  and  two  gallant  officers  of  the  twenty-first  Virginia  regiiiient. 
Captain  Ames  and  Lieutenant  iSweop,  who  fell  nobly  discharging  their 
fluty. 

I  take  occasion,  in  conclu'^ion,  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  he* 
officers  of  my  staff,  Captain  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  a.-siatant  adjutant  gene-. 
ral,  Captain  Moore,  inspector  general,  and  Major  T.  S.  Taliaferro,, 
volunteer  nid-de-camp,  and  to  call  attention  to  the  excellent  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  comfort  of  the  wounded  by  Surgeon  Coleman^. 
medical  director  of  division. 
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I  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  one  hiinir«'3 
aind  ninety. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant/ 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO. 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  JacksorCs  DtvisioR. 
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REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EARLY,  COMMAND-* 

ING  DIVISION. 

Headquarters  Ewell's  Division,  > 
^  December  27,  1862.      J 

'IJ  jLptain  A.  8.  Pendleton, 

A.  A.  General  Second  Corps,  A.  N.  V. : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division  in  the  action  of  the  I3th  instant,  near 
L'rederickflburg: 

In,  obedience  to  orders  from  the   Lieutenant  General  command- 
Lug  the  second  corps,  I  marched  the  division,  on  the  night  of  the 
1 :2  th  instant,  to  the  vicinity  of  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond, 
Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  railroad,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
C'lrlj  next  morning,  in  accordance  with  like  orders,  I  moved  to  the 
crossing  and  posted  the  division,  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  rail- 
read,  along  the  direct  road,  which  here  crosses  the  railroad,  with  my 
right  resting  on  the  latter,  so  as  to  support  the  right  of  Major  Gene- 
ral A.  P!  Hill's  division,   which   occupied   the  front  line.     Hays' 
brigade  was  placed  on  the  right,  with  Trimble's  brigade,  under  com- 
trand  of  Colonel  R.  F.  Hoke,  of  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina  ro- 
ziment,  immediately  in  rear  of  it.  To  the  left  of  Hays'  was  Lawton's 
brigade,  under  command  of  Col.  E.  N.  Atkinson,  of  the  twenty-sixth 
Georgia  regiment;  and  to  the  left  of  the  latter  was  my  own  brigade, 
under  command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia 
regiment.    The  batteries  of  the  division,  under  charge  of  Captain  J. 
W.  Latimer,  who  was  detailed  to  act  as  chief  of  artillery  for  the  occa- 
sion, in  consequence  of  Captain  William  D.  Browli  (who  was  pre- 
viously acting  in  that  capacity)  having  been  disabled  by  an  accident, 
were  directed  to  be  parked,  under  cover,  in  the  rear,  until  wanted. 
As  the  division  moved  into  position,  the  artillery  fire  commenced  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  though  not  at  first  directed  towards  the  place 
occupied  by  the  division.     After  a  short  interval,  however,  shells  be- 
;2:an  to  fall  in  the  vicinity,  and  for  two  or  three  hours  the  division  was 
exposed  to  quite  a  severe  cannonade,  and  suffered,  to  some  extent,, 
from  the  shells  and  other  missiles  which  passed  through  the  woods  in 
front. 

About  or  a  little  after  noon,  the  infantry  fire  having  commenced  in 
front  and  becoming  quite  animated,  a  messenger  from  Brigadier  Gdi^ 
eral  Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  came  to  the  rear,  stating 
that  General  Archer  was  pressed  and  wished  reinforcements.  Just  at 
this  moment  I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant  General  com- 
manding the  corps,  through  one  of  his  staff  officers,  to  hold  my  divis- 
ion in  readiness  to  move  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  as  the  enemy  was 
making  a  demonstration  in  that  direction.  This  caused.me  to  hesitate 
a  moment  about  sending  a  brigade  forward,  but  I  directed  Colonel 
Atkinson  to  get  ready  to  advance  with  his  brigade^  and  the  order  had 
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bsrdly  been  given  before  an  officer  of  artillery  came  ganoping  to  tlie 
rear  with  the  information  that  an  interval  (an  awful  gulf,  aa  he  deeig* 
nated  it)  had  been  left  in  onr  front  line  on  the  left  of  General 
ArcKer'fi  brigade,  through  vhich  the  enemy  were  penetrating  with  a 
havy  column,  thus  endangeriog  Archer^s  brigade  and  all  our  batteries 
on  the  right.  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Atkinson  to  move 
forward  with  his  brignde,  (Lawtonis,)  as  I  waS  informed  the  interval 
was  in  front  of  it.  This  order  was  promptly  complied  with,  and  the 
brigade,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  (the  thirteenth  Georgia,) 
moved  forward  in  fiire  style,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  encountered  the 
enemy  in' the  woods  on  the  hill  immediately  in  rear  of  a  point  at 
which  the  railroad  passes  through  a  small  neck  of  swampy  wooda, 
which  position  he  had  reached  almost  without  opposition,  thus  greatly 
endangering  our  right,  as,  in  a  few  minutes,  Archer's  and  Field^s 
brigades,  with  our  batteries  on  the  right,  would  have  been  surrounded 
and  the  enemy  have  obtained  a  lodgment  fiom  which  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  drive  him.  Lawton's  brigade,  without  hesitating,  at 
once  dashed  upon  the  enemy  with  the  cheering  peculiar  to  the  Con- 
federate soldier,  and  which  is  never  mistaken  for  the  studied  hurrahs  of 
the  Yankees,  and  drove  the  column  opposed  to  it  down  the  hill,  acroaa 
the  railVoad  and  out  into  the  open  plain,  advancing  so  far  and  with 
such  ardop  as  to  cause  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  be  abandoned. 
This  brigade  was»  however,  compelled  to  fall  back  from  this  point  by 
the  approach  of  a  large  column  on  its  right  flank,  which  proved  to  be 
Birhey's  division  of  Stoneman's  corps'  and  Hooker's  grand  division. 
In  a  very  few  moments  after  ordering  the  advance  of  Lawton^s  brig- 
ade,  I  also  ordered  Colonel  Walker  forward  with  my  own  brigade,  as 
I  was  informed  Lawton's  brigade  would  not  cover  the  interval  in  the 
line.  This  order  was  esecnted  in  double-quick  time,  antTWalker  en- 
countered the  enemy  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  place  at  which 
Lawton's  brigade  encountered  one  cdlonmn,  another  having  turned 
General  Lane's  rij^ht  flank  and  his  biigade  having  given  way  in  con- 
sequence. This  column  was  quickly  driven  out  of  the  woods  bj 
Walker,  across  the  railroad  and  into  the  plain  beyond,  but,  perceiving 
still  another  column  crossing  the  railroad  to  his  left  and  entering  the 
woods,  he  withdrew  the  brigade  back  to  the  railroad  and  took  position 
on  it,  detaching,  at  the  same  time,  the  thirteenth  "Georgia  regiment, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Terrill,  to  attack  the  last-named  column  of 
the  enemy  on  the  flatik.  About  the  same  time  General  Thomas,  of 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  with  his  brigade,  attacked  this  column 
'in  front,  and,  under  the  two  fires,  it  was  driven  back,  wnth  considera. 
'6!e  slaughter.  As  soon  as  Lawton's  and  my  own  brigades  were  or- 
'  dered  forward,  I  directed  Colonel  Hoke  to  move  with  his  brigade 
'(Trimble's)  to  the  left  of  Hays,  on  the  same  line,  but  he  had  hardly 
:got  into  position  before  I  received  information  that  Archer's  brigade 
< was  giving  way,  and  I  ordered  Hoke  to  advance  to  his  support, 
•obliquing  to  the  right.  This  was  done  in  gallant  style,  and  Hoke 
found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  trench  which  had  been  ocenpied 
'by  General  Ardier's  brigade,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  in  the  wooda 
in  rear  of  it     Hoke  attacked  &e  enemy  vicoronsly  ai«L  drove  hioa 
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froin  the  woods  and  trench  to  the  railroad  in  front,  in  which  there 
were  reserves.  He  followed  up  his  attack  and  dr;ove  the  enemy  from 
tbe  railroad,  which  was  a  strong  position,  some  distance  in  fronts 
captaring  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners  and  afterwards  secuffng 
several  hundred  stands  of  arms.  He  advanced  his  brigade  to  a  fence 
Bome  distance  in  front  ^f  the  railroid,  but  perceiving  his  danger  of 
being  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  brought  up  large  fresh  columns, 
I  sent  an  order  to  him  to  fall  back  to  the  original  Hue,  which  order,  ^ 
however,  he  anticipated  by  retiring. in  good  order,  leaving  two  regi- 
ments and  a  battalion  on  the  railroad,  and  occupying  the  trench  oa 
the  crest  of  the  hill  with  the  two  other  regiments  and  the  thirteenth 
Georgia  regiment,  which  latter  having  failed  to  accompany  its 
brigade  on  account  of -a  misapprehension  of  its  Colonel,  had  been 
ordered  forward  with  Hoke's  brigade,  and  got  up  in  time  to  occupy 
the  trench,  but  not  to  participate  in  the  charge. 

Just  as  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Hoke  forward,  I  received  a  message 
from  Lieutenant  General  Jackson  to  advance  to  the  front  with  the 
whole  division,  and  I  thereupon  ordered  General  Hays  to  advance 
in  rear  of  Colonel  Hoke  with  his  brigade,  which  movement  was 
promptly  erecuted;  the  enemy,  who  had  discontinued  his  artillery  fire 
nrhile  his  infantry  was  advancing  on  the  hill,  having  reopened  his 
batteries,  so  that  this  brigade  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  while  ad- 
vancing. , 

This  brigade  did  not  engage  in  the  infantry  fight  because,  by  the 
time  it  reached  the  front  line,  the  enemy  had  been  effectually  repulsed. 
The  movements  of  the  three  brigades  which  were  engaged  are  neces- 
sarily described  separately,  because  they  engaged  three  separate  bodies 
of  the  enemy.     They  were,  however,  moved  forward  in  rapid  succes- 
sion in  the  ord^r  stated,  and  were  in  fact  all  engaged  at  the  same  time, 
though  commencing  their  several  engagements  at  different  times  in 
the  same  order  in  which  they  advanced.     The  railroad  makes  a  circle 
in  passing  from  the  right  of  our  position  around  to  the  left,  so  that 
Lawton's  brigade  in  passing  to  the  front,  with  Walker^s  and  Hoke's 
respectively  on  the  left  and  right  of  it,  was  thrown  into  the  apex  of 
an  angle,  and  having  the  start  of  them  both,  it  wa^  necessarily  thrown 
farther  forward  than  either  of  the  others  when  it  crossed  the  railroad 
and  advanced  into  the  plain.     This  exposed  its  flanks,  and  hence  it 
was  that  this  brigade  was  compelled   to  fall  back  as  before  stated, 
which,  however,  it  did  not  do  until  its  commander.  Colonel  Atkinson, 
•  and  Capt  E.  P.  Lawton,  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  were  both  disa- 
bled by  wounds,  and  its  ammunitionwas  almost  entirely  exhausted.  See- 
ing this  brigade  falling  back,  1  halted  it  on  the  hill  in  the  woods  immedi- 
ately in  rear  of  the  place  at  which  it  bad  first  met  the  enemy,  and 
caused  it  to  be  reformed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  C.  A.  Evans, 
of  the  thirty-first  Georgia  regiment,  and,  fearing  that  the  enemy  might 
follow  through  the  same  interval  with. a  fret*h  column,  I  sent  to  Oen- 
eral  D.  H.  Hill  for  reinforcements,  and  he  sent  two  brigades  forwdi*d. 
Before,  however,  they  arrived.  Brigadier  General  Paxton,  of  General 
Taliaferro's  division,  had  filled  the  interval  left  open  by  the  falling 
back  of  this  brigade,  by  promptly  moving  his  own  brigade^nto  itr.    I 
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then  seat  Lawton^s  brigade  to  the  rear  to  rcplenidh  its  ammunition. 
Being  posted  at  first  in  the  second  line,  I  did  not  have  any  immediate 
nse  for  the  batteries  of  the  division,  and  therefore,  after  placing  theok 
nn(^er  the  charge  of  Captain  Latimer,  {is  stated,  I  requested  Colonel 
Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery  for  the  corps,  to  make  such  use  of 
them  as  the  emergencies  of  the  day  might  require.  In  a  short  time 
he  detached  two  batteries  to  a  position  on  the  lift  of  Gen.  A.  P.  JEIilFs 
lino :  these  were  Captain  Latimer's  own  battery  and  Capt.  Brown^s  bat- 
tery, both  being  under  charge  of  Captain  Latimer,  who  accompanied 
them.  These,  batteries  did  not  operate  in  my  view,  but  I  an)  informed 
that  they  did  excellent  service,  Captain  Latimer  having  repulsed  the 
enemy  with  canister  after  a  regiment  of  infantry  sent  to  support  him 
had  retired.  Captain  D'Aquin's  and  Captain  Gurbcr's  batteries  were 
also  detached  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  placed  under  charge  of 
General  Stuart's  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Pelhara,  and  likewise  did 
excellent  service,  as  I  am  informed.  Late  in  the  evening.  Captain 
Carrington,  with  his  battery,  relieved  the  two  which  had  been  sent  to 
the  left,  under  Captain  Latimer,  and  next  morning  did  good  service. 

On  the  next  day,  Captain  Dement,  with  his  battery,  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  hill  on  the  right  occupied  by  the  batteries  the  daj  J>e- 
fore,  but  did  not  become  engaged. 

About  sundown,  on  the  Ijth,  I  saw  General  D.  H.  Hiira  division 
moving  to  the  front,  and  was  informed  by  ono  of  his  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals that  the  v.hole  line  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  that  his  divis- 
ion was  ordered  to  fcdiow.  This  was  the  firyt  intimation  I  ha«l  of.it, 
as  no  such  order  had  been  given  me.  In  a  few  moments,  however. 
Lieutenant  Morrison,  aid-de-camp,  rode  up  and  informed  me  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  ordos  were  that  1  should  hold  myself  in  readiness  to 
advance  ;  and  immediately  afterwards  one  of  ray  own  staff  officers 
rode  up  and  stated  that  General  Jackson  wished  me  to  take  command 
of  the  whole  troops  on  the  right  and  advance,  regulajng  the  distance 
by  the  effect  produced  on  the  enemy  by  our  artillery.  This  was  ra- 
ther embarrassing  to  mo,  as  my  brigade  had  become  separated  io  tho 
positions  assumed  by  them  after  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  a  part  of 
the  troops  on  the  right  consisted  of  parts  of  two  brigades  of  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  P.  Hill's  division.  I  rode  immediately  to  where  Colonel  Hoke 
was  posted  and  met  General  Jackson  himself,  from  whom  I  received 
the  order  in  person  to  advance,  supporting  the  artillery  which*he  waa 
about  sending  forward.  I  gave  the  order  to  Colonel  Hoke  and  Gen- 
eral Hays  accordingly,  and  some  pieces  of  artillery  having  been  ad-  , 
vanccd  a  short  distance  to  the  front,  Colonel  Hoke  advanced  with  a 
part  of  his  command  to  the  railroad,  a  portion  being  already  there. 
The  enemy  immediately  opened  a  terrible  artillery  fire,  and,  it  becom- 
ing quite  dark,  our  own  artillery  was  withdrawn  and  the  movement 
countermanded.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  I  received  notice  from 
General  Jackson,  through  one  of  my  staff  officers,  that  as  soon  as 
Goja.  A.  P.  Hill's  troops  took  position  in  front,  I  would  move  my  own 
back  and  make  them  comfortable,getting  provisions  for  them.  No  troops, 
however,  of  Gen.  Hill,  came  to  relieve  mo,  and  Walker,  Hoke  and  Hays> 
with  their  brigades,  remained  during  the  night  in  the  same  positions 
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in  which  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  fight.  During  the  night,  I  re- 
ceived an  order,  through  Lieutenant  Smith,  aid-de-camp,  directing 
that  General  Taliaferro  would  relieve  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division 
on  the  front  line»  beginning  on  the  left  and  relieving  to  the  extent  of 
his  troops,  and  that  I  would  supply  the  deficiency.  I  was  already 
occupying  the  front  line  with  three  brigades. 

Early  next  morningfk Walker  was  relieved  by  General  Paxton's  bri- 
gade, and  I  then  placed  Hays'  brigade  in  the  position  which  Paxton 
had  left,  and  placed  one  regiment  in  front  on  the  railroad,  so  as  to 
make  a  continuous  line  on  that  road.  Hoke  was  lefc  in  the  same  po- 
sition; Lawton's  brigade  was  placed  on  the  right  of  Hoke,  and 
Walker  was  moved  to  the  right  and  placftd  in  the  rear  of  Hoke's  and 
Lawton's  brigades,  so  as  to  support  either  of  them  in  case  of  need, 
or  be  thrown  upon  the  right  flank,  as  occasion  might  require'. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  division  was  relieved  bj  the  divis- 
ion of  General  D.  H.  Hill  and  'moved  to  the  rear,  in  reserve,  there 
having  been  no  renewal  of  the  enemy's  attack  on  the  Mth.'  Having 
received  orders  to  occupy  the  second  line  on  the  1 6th,  as  I  was  pro- 
ceeding to  do  so,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  vicinity  of  Port  Royal, 
and  moved  accordingly. 

I  cannot  too  warmly  express  my  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  of  this  division  on  the  13th.  The  absence  of  straggling  or 
skulking,  to  any  couRiderable  extent,  was  a  gratifying  fact.  Officers 
and  men,  generally,  b'jhaved  admirably,.  To  Brigadier  General  Hnys 
and  Colonels  Walker,  Atkinson  and  Hoke  credit  is  due  for  having 
promptly  obemi  my  orders  and  managed  their  respective  commands 
with  coolness,  courage  and  intelligence  ;  and  the  same  meed  of  praise 
is  due  Colonel  Evans,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Lawton's 
brigade  after  Colonel  Atkinson  was  wounded.  Captain  E.  P.  Law- 
ton,  assistant  adjutant  general  of  Lawton's  brigade,  displayed  great 
courage  and  energy,  and  I  call  especial  attention  to  the  remarks  of 
Colonel  Evans  in  reo^ard  to  him.  I  reget  very  much  that  Captain 
Lawton  was  so  seriously  wounded  in  the  advanced  position  to  which 
his  brigade  went  as  not  to  be  in  a  condition  to  be  brought  off  when 
the  brigade  retired,  and  he  consequently  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  as  did  also  Colonel  Atkinson.  It  will  be  observed  that  Law- 
ton's  brigade  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  but  in  doing  so  it  lost  no 
credit,  for  it  was  impossible  for  this  brigade  to  withstand  the  heavy 
column  brought  against  it. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  inspector  general ;  Major  S. 
Hale,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  H.  Heaton,  volunteer  aids,  and  Coptain  L  Marye,  of  the  artil- 
lery, and  Captain  William  F.  Randolph,  of  E well's  body-guard,  all  of 
whom  accompanied  me  on  the  field,  credit  is  due  for  the  coolness, 
couiage  and  intelligence  with  which  they  lent  me  their  aid  and  bore 
KJy  orders.  To  Captain  Latimer  is  due  the  credit  oMiaving  performed 
all  the  duties  of  his  position  efficiently  and  intelligently,  and  of  hav- 
^ug  displayed  great  gallantry  under  fire.  Jhis  young  officer  is  one  of 
great  promise  and  deserves  promotion.  The  failure  to  mention  ftther 
officers  is  not  intended  to  exclude  them  from  the  commendation  be- 
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gtowed  on  those  mentioned,  bnt  it  ie  impraeti cable  to  mentioit  %\\ 
that  are  deserving  of  praise.  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  8tat« 
that  to  Brigadier  General  Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division. 
is  due  the  credit  of  having  held  the  enemy  in  check  with  a  Rmali  por- 
tion of  his  men,  after  his  flank  and  rear  had  been  gained,  until  rein- 
forcements arrived,  and  that,  trith  what  of  his  brigade  was  left,  he  ac- 
companied Colonel  Hoke  in  his  charge  across  the  railroad.  But  for 
the  gallant  stand  made  by  General  Archer,  the  enemy  would  have 
gained  an  advantage  vhich  it  would  have  required  a  greater  sacrifice 
of  life  to  wrest  from  him  than  was  made.  The  reports  of  brigade 
commanders,  and  also  of  Cantain  Latimer,  acting  chief  of  artillery, 
are  herewith  submitted.  A  fist  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  has 
been  heretofore  forwarded,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total 
killed  was  one  hundred  and  two;  total  wounded,  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  six ;  total  missing,,  one  hundred  and  five.  Most  of  the 
wounded  are  but  slightly  injured,  and' about  fifty  of  the  missing,  being 
MAtirely  from  Lawton's  brigade,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  tk« 
greater  part  being  in  all  probability  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Brigadier  General  covimanding  Division. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PENDLETON. 


•I 


HEADQUiRTERS  Ar TILLER T '  CoR PS,  A.  N.  V., 

Camp  Near  Chesterfield  Stalian,  R.  <k  F.  R.  R.,  Caroline  Co.,  Fa, 

March  12,  1863. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding  :  *    • 

General:  Constant  pressare  of  duty  since  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg has  prevented  an  earlier  report  of  the  part  which  then 
MevolTed  upon  the  reserve  artillery,  and  upon  the  undersigned  as  its 
commanHer  and  as  suptrvisor  of  the 'artillery  service  in  this  army. 
Such  report  the  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  as  proper 
in  itself,  and  as  part  of  the  history  of  important  transactions.  While 
the  srmy  remained  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  after  returning 
from  Maryland,  the  undersigned  was  diligently  engaged  in  reorganiz- 
ing the  artillery  and  in  directing  adequate  forage  arrafagemettfs.  On 
November  let,  T^ith  the.  reserve  artillery  and  ordnance  trains,  he 
took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Culpeper  Court- House,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th  encamped  near  that  place.  On  the  14th,  aH  the 
request  of  the  commanding  General,  he  sent  Lane's  battery  to  co- 
operate with  General  Stuart  in  an  attack  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy 
near  Warrenton  Springs.  And  on  the  17th,  the  same  battery  of 
superior  gans  was  despatched,  as  requested,  towards  Fredericksburg, 
to  co-operate  under  direction  of  General  McLaws.  On  the  19th. 
orders  to  that  effect  having  been  jcceived,  the  undersigned  marched, 
with  the  reserve  artillery  and  ordnance  train,  towards  Fredericksburg, 
taking  a  circuitous  route,  (southeasterly,)  for  the  sake  of  forage.  On 
Sunday,  the  2Sd,  ho  arrived  with  the  trains,  reported  at  general 
headquarters,  and  located  camps  as  directed.  The  ftxt  morning,  as 
requested  by  the  commanding  General,  he  proceeded  to  the  front  for 
the  purpose  of  observing  the  dispositions  of  the  enemy  and  examining 
the  ground,  with  a  view  to  the  best  positions  for  works  and  batteries. 
The* enemy  was  conspicuously  in  force,  and  often  within  easy  range 
from  above  Falmouth  to  a  point  a  mile  or  more  below  Fredericksburg. 
They  had  batteries  in  position,  and  were,  in  a  few  places,  beginning 
earthworks.  On  our  own  lin6  a  few  hurried  works  werein  progress. 
Lane's  battery  was  already  well  posted  on  the  heights  overhanging 
the  river-bend  above  Falmouth,  and  forming  our  extreme  left. 
Epaulments  }iad  been  tKrown  up,  but  ttiey  needed  much  additioLal 
work.  Lewis'  and  Grandy's  batteries,  recently  called  from  Richmond 
to  aid  in  repelling  the  enemy,  were  also  in  position  on  the  lower 
plateau,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  Lane,  and  nearer  the  town. 
*  Those  needed  for  their  protection  much  additional  labor.  These  ob- 
servations, and  a  cursory  survey  6f  the  general  line  between  the 
river  above  Falmouth  and  the  telegraph  road — in  company  with  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Brown,  then  on  duty  with  the  undersigned  ;  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander,  whose  encampment  was  vinited,  and  ^ 
with  Captain  Johnston,  engineer,  met  with  bn  the  field-^ojccupied  tho 
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entire  day,  the  distacce  being  considerable,  and  the  points  of  im-  | 
portance  numerous.  The  next  day,  Noyember  25th,  after  detailing 
Captain  Ross  to  proceed  with  his  battery  to  a  point  on  the  river  three 
or  four  miles  below,  to  be  indicated  by  a  member  of  the  commanding 
GeseraPs  stafi^  where  gunboats  might  be  effectually  repelled,  tk  un- 
dersigned again  visited  the  front,  to  study  the  ground  with  reference 
alike  to  its  own  features  and  to  the  apparent  designs  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  evening,  he  also  visited  the  admirable  position  on  the  river 
bank  selected  for  Ross' battery.  Major  Nelson  and  the  captains  of 
the  reserve  batteries  were  next  requested  to  accompany  the  under- 
signed  along  the  line,  that  they  also  might  become  familiar  vith 
routes  and  positions.  On  the  28th,  the  commanding  General  having* 
requested  that  another*  rifle  battery  should^be  placed  eight  or  ten 
miles  lower  down  the  river,  tou'ards  repelling  gunboats,  the  under- 
signed took  Captain  Milledge's  battery  of  light  rifles  to  a  commanding 
bluff  just  below  Skinker's  mill.  Here  the  battery  was  left,  with  one 
of  General  Stuart's,  under  charge  of  Major  Pelham,  with  whom,  mor- 
ing  fro%  point  to  point  as  gunboats  threatened,  it  remained  more  tlian 
ten  days.  On  the  29th,  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  Ells'  battery,  ncir 
Richmond,  reported  .the  arrival  of  men  and  horses  with  two  thirty- 
poui^er  Parrott  guns,  whicK,  on  recoirmendation  of  the  undersigned, 
the   commanding    General   had  ordered  up  to  the  linos.    Measures 

'^  werc' promptly  taken  to  have  them  tc«*ted,  and  to  fit  them  in  all  re- 
spects for  service.  December  1st,  the  undersigned  was  diligcntl; 
engaged  in  examining  again  the  whole  line  with  reference  to  the  best 
positions  for  these    two  large  guns>  facility  of  ingress  and  egre33 

•    being  important  for  tht>m,  as  well  as  extensive  command  of  thefiel'|- 
The  points  selected  were  reported  to  the  conamandlng  General,  vita 
reasons  for  the  choice,  and,  on  his  approval,  the  sites  were  next  day 
pointed  out,  working  parties  engaged,  clearings  commenced,  &c.   ^^^ 
work  on  the  right   and  back  of  Mr.  Howison's  house  was  directed, 
with  his  accustomed  intelligence  and  energy,  by  the  since  lamente 
General  Thomas"  R.  R.  Cobb— that  on  the  eminence  farther  to  the 
left,  and  near  the  telegraph  road,  was  staked  off  and  directed  by  tbe 
undersigned.     This  point,  densely  wooded  when  first  chosen,  became 
the  most  important,  perhaps,  in  the  entire  scene,  as  the  positio 
affording  the  best  view  of  all  the  field,  and  therefore  principally  ^cca- 
picd  by  the  commanding  General  and  other  chief  officers  during 
battle.     In  such  duties,  and  in  designating  with  Lieutenant  Colone 
Alexander,  acting  chief  of  artillery  first  corps,  the  various  ^*^|j^"^ 
to   occupy  assigned   positions,  the  undersized  was  engaged  til 
evening  of  December  llth.     This  evening   Major  Nelson,  vrho 
closely  reconnoitred  during  the  day,  reported  to  him  indications o 
approaching  movement  on  the  part  of.  the  enemy.     He  also  ^^®% 
a  reliable  intimation  of  intelligence  said  to  have  been  sent  to  ^^°^ 
Stuart  by  a  friend  across  the  river,  that  the  enemy  had  orders  ^^^ 
pare  rations  and  move  at  dawn  next  morning.     On  the  18th, » 
fore,  signal  guns  just  before  dawn  were  only  what  the  ^"  J^^Lj^^ 
anticipated.     A  few  minutes  after  them  he  sent  one  aid  to  ^^*.|f .  ^ 
for  information,  and  another  to  the  commanding  General  to  ftdK  ii 
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large  Parrotts  should  not  at  once  be  taken  into  position — the  possi- 
bility of  their  being  needed  elsewhere  having  caused  this  to  be  de- 
layed. It  being  now  •approved,  they  were,  Ieis  early  in  the  day  as 
practicable,  taken  to  the  works  prepared  for  them.  A  dense  fog  more 
than  half  the  day  concealed  the  enemy,  and  rendered  active  operations 
nearly  impossible.  The  morning  was  therefore  employed  by  ns  in 
preparation,  adjusting  batteries  in  position,  &c.  Later  in  the  day,  as 
the  atmosphere  cleared  up,  it  was  known  that  the  enemy  had  con- 
pleted  a  bridge  across  the  river  near  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.   Near  that 

Sun,  in  the  river  road — suggested  a  judicious  staff  officer,  who  ha4  some 
ays  before  ridden  over  the  ground — good  positions  might  be  chosen, 
which  otight  now  to  be  occupied  by  several  batteries.     ^JPo  test  this 
the  undersigned  procee^d  to  the  place,  accompanied  by  Majors  Nel- 
son and  Garnett.     The  locality  was  within  easy  range  of  the  bridge, 
and  was  of  course  more  or  less  under  fire  from  the  enemy's  lines 
across  the  river.     Examination  soon  satisfied  the  undersigned  that  the 
position  vas  unsuitable,  because  effectually  commanded  by  the  ene- 
my's heaTy  guns,  and  because  much  too  far  in  advance  of  the  sup- 
porting infantry  line.     In  this  view  the  two  attending  officers  fully 
concurred;  and  when  the  case  was  submitted  to  the  commanding 
General,  his  judgment  sanctioned  the  conclusion  reached.     While  on 
this  tour  the  undersigned,  satisfied  that  under  existing  circumstances 
it  ought  to  be  done,  sent  an  aid  to  recall  Captain  Ross  with  his  bat* 
tery  from  the  post  on  the  river,  which  he  had  so  long  and  laboriously 
held,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  this  only  anticipated  a 
direction  to  the  precise  effect  from  the  commandingJQeneral.     The 
four  long-range  guna  of  this  battery  were  assigned  position,  under 
Major  Garnett,  on  the  heights  near  the  right  of  McLaws'  division. 
Saturday,  1  Sth,  heavy  firing  began  early ;  and  Patterson's  sis -pounder 
battery,  with  Ross'  short-range  section,  having  been  assigned,  under 
Major  T.  Jefferson  Page,  to  General  Hood's  front,  the  undersigned 
hastened  with   Kirkpatrick's   and   Massie's  batteries,  under   Major 
Nelson,  to  the  heights  near  the  telegraph  road,  commanding  Marye's 
Hill^  with  th^  View  to  sweeping  that  plateau  in  case  it  should  be  ulti- 
mately gained  by  the  enemy.     The  two  large  guns  were  then  visited 
by  him,  that  on  the  right  having  been  commit^d  to  the  direction  of 
Captain  Barnwell,  that  on  the  left  to  the  command  of  Captain  G.  W. 
Nelsop.     Directions  being  left  for  the  management  of  tkese,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the*  other  batteries  along  the  heights,  and  attended  to  the 
liest  adjustment  of  all  the  guns. 

These  duties  having  been  discharged,  and  the  furious  fire  of  the 
enemy  observed  for  some  time,  as  well  as  the  fog  would  permit,  from 
the  site  of  the  left-hand  large  gun,  the  undersigned  rode  to  the  left 
of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  ctt  determining  whether  Lane's  heavy 
gnus  were  likely  to  be  of  more  service  there  or  elsewhere.  Under 
coyer  of  the  fog,  he  was  enabled  to«as8  near  the  works  on  Marye'i 
Hill,  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  Washington  artillery,  and  those 
further  to  the  left,  occupied  by  Mnurin's  and  other  batteries,  so  as  to 
observe  that  all  were  ready.  Captain  Rhett's  battery  of  heavy  guns 
^^8  visited^  posted  on  the  heights  back  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  near,  the 
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plank  ra«d^  for  the  purpose^  ilUo,  of  sweeping  tlijat  pl4teah,  if  possibl  j 
gained  by  the  cuomy.  Thenne  passing  on  towards  the  left,  the  ua- 
dersigned  observed  the  several  batteries  of  Al^aader's  battalion  and 
some  of  those  wrth  Anderson's  division,  a  portion  in  position  behind 
epaalmento,  others  in  reserve  under  cover  of  the  hills.  '3y  the  thne 
we  reached  Lane's  battery,  on  the  left,  distant  objects  could  be  dis* 
tingnished.  And  from  the  concentration  of  fire  there,  as  well  as 
from  the  character  of  the  ground  and  the  apparent  dispositions  of  the 
enemy,  it  seemed  clear  to  Gelonel  Alexander,  who  rode  thither  with 
the  undersigned,  and  to  himself,  that  those  guhs  ought  not  then  to  be 
removed  from  a  point  of  .such  importance.  Contingent  provision 
was,  however,  made  for  supplying,  by  pieces  of  less  power,  the  places 
of  the  Whitworth  and  larger  rifles,  in  case  greater  need  for  these 
elsewhere  should  occur.  The  fog  was  now  disappearing,  and  the 
firing,  becoming  severe  all  along  the  line,  so  that  shells  a'cre  passing 
and  exploding  in  considerable  numbers  about  the  undersigned  and 
certain  men^bers  of  his  staff  on  the  route  returning  to  the  central 
point  of  obseivation.  Here  he  remained  until  some  4ime  after  dark, 
watching  the  struggle  near  ond  remote,  occasionally  directing  the  fire 
of  the  large  gun,  and  from  time  to  time  receiving  instructions  from 
the  commanding  General  concerning  movements  of  batteries  and  other 
arrangements.  This  large  Parrott  haviug  been  used  some  hours  ^ith 
terrible  effeet  upon  the  enemy,  especially  when,  driven  back  by  an 
intolerable  fire  from  Marye's  Hill,  they  crowded  into  the  deep  railroad 
cnt,  which  ii  enfiladed,  burst  about  the  thirty-ninth  discharge. 
Although  manjK  persons  were  standing  near,  among  them  the  com- 
manding Qeneral  and  Lieutenant  General  Longstreet,  and,  perhaps 
within  ten  feet,  the  undersigned,  by  a  remarkable  providence,  the  ex- 
plosion was  entirely  harmless.  Not  a  single  individual  received  from 
it  so  much  as  a  scratch.  A  small  Parrott  was  immediately  subsii- 
tuted,  and  orders  were  sent  by  an  aid  for  Lane's  Whitworth  to  be 
removed  to  this  point  as  speedily  as  possible.  But  before  it  arrived 
darkness  had  closed  upon  the  scene  ;  the  enemy's  last  feeble  attempt, 
made  after  dark,  had  failed,  and  the  tumult  of  battle  settled  into,  the 
Stillness  of  death. 

.  Although  the  enen^  had  been  thus  far  successfully  replied,  alike 
on  the  right  and  left,  it  was  confidently  expected  that  a  more  serious 
attack  would  be  made  next  morning ;  accordingly,  measures  were 
taken  to  meet  it  effectually.  On  request  from  Gencl-al  Jackson  for 
additional  guns  to  strengthen  his  extreme  right,  Milledge's  batterj 
of  li^ht  rifles,  which  had  that  evening  arrived  from  below,  was  or- 
dered to  report  at  dawn  next  morning  to  Major  Pelham,  who  had 
charge  of  one  or  two  batterios  on  the  right.  And  at  the  request  of 
General  McLaws,  who  wished  to  detect  and  frustrate  any  effort  of 
working  parties  of  the  enemy  near  our  lines  next  the  town,  the  un- 
tie rsigned  caused  to  be  prepared  at  the  ordnance  workshop,  and  con- 
ducted to  the  batteries  on  Marye's  Hill,  some  incendiary  shells,  t-o  be 
uHod,  if  found  necessiiry,  in  firing  eertain  buildings  suitably  situate*! 
bo  as  to  illuminate  the  scene  and  reveal  any  works  in  course  of  con- 
structioQ«     Tiiis  proved  sapcrfiuous.     Nothing   being   attemnted    by 
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te  eBemy»  the  jbelU  wore  not  used*  These  duties  necessAtitj  ooco* 
ted  the  nndersigiied  till  late,  and  required  the  acuve  services  of 
lembers  of  hia  staff  during  most  of  the  night. 

Sunday   morniBg,  ihe    1  Ith,   the  decisive    battle   was   expected. 
Lccordiugljt  at  an  early  hour  the  front  was  sought  by  the  under- 
tgned,  as  by  others.     The  same  dense  fog  prerailed  as  on  previoue 
comings..     The  enemy  Laving  been,  so  destructively  repelled  from 
larye^B  Hill  on  the  day  before,  would  not  again  essay  that  point,  it 
-as  supposed,  but  concentrate  upon  the  centre  and  right.     And  more 
ffectually  to  frustrate  anything  like  an   attempt  by  surprise,  under 
<  ver  of  the  fog,  to  carry  the  heights  occupied  by  the  Whitworth  and 
he  remaining  Urge  Parrott,  the  short-range  guns  of  Major  Nelson's 
>attalion  were  adjusted  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  those  heights,  and 
>fficers  and  men  were  kept  on  the  alert  at  all  the  batteries,     ftiocfaing, 
lowever,  occurred^  except  desultory  firing.     As  the  fog  cleared  up, 
:he  enemy  appeared  in  full  array  along  and  near  the  river  road,  but 
L'OTDparatively  inactive,  as  if,  in  some  sort,  respecting  the  Christiaa 
i^abbath.     To  watch  their  mrovements  and  counteract  them  by  occa- 
sional s^ots,  &c.,  was  the  course  adopted  on  our  part      As  the  day 
progressed  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate  a  purpose  by  the  enemy 
to  throw  a  heavy  force  against  and  beyond  our  right  flank,  and  the 
more  adequately  to  meet  the  request  of  Qeneral   Jackson   the  day 
before  for  stronger  artftllery  there,  the  undersigned  obtained  the  com- 
manding Generars  sanction  to  the   transfer  of  Lane^s  battery,  save 
the  Whitworth,  from  the  extreme  left  to  the  extreme  right.     It  was 
accordingly  sent  for^  and  marched  several  miles  ot  the  distance  that 
night.     On  Monday,  the.  I  oth,  the  undersigned,  supposing  the  still  a?c- 
pected  attack  would  be  mainly  directed  against  our  right,  pr^  ceded 
thither  for  the  purpose  t)f  posting  Lane's  battery  and  rendering  other 
firervice.     Having  traversed  the  entire  front  between  the  left  and  right 
of  General  Jackson's  corps,  without  meeting  that  commander,  who 
had  ridden,  he  was  told,  with   the  commanding  General,  the  under- 
signed consulted  other  Generals  there  in  command  respecting  posi- 
tions to  be  occupied— especially  Geperal  Stuart,  whom  he  met  at  th^ 
defences  on  the  hill  near  where  the  railroad  emerges  from  the  wood 
about  ilamilton's  Grossing.     Having  thus   learned   the  localities*  in 
that  quarter,  he  rode  with  Major  .Pelbam  and  Captain  Lane  to  select 
the  best  positions  for  Lane^s  guns. 

Thus  the  morning  passed,  and  the  expected  advance  of  the  enemy 
remained  unattempted.  There  was  no  serious  movement,  nor  any- 
thing except  distant  and  desultory  firing.  ^  Nothing  being  likely  to 
transpire,  and  all  arrangements  being  made,  the  undersigned  returned 
to  the  centre  and  learned  that  the  other  large  Parrott  had  burst* 
at  about  the  fifty-fourth  discharge,  providentially,  again,  doing  no 
dainage. 

On  Tuesday,  the  l€th,  calling  early  at  general  headquarters,  the 
undersigned  learned  that  information  had  been  brought  of  some  mys* 
terious  movement  of  the  enemy,  and,  hastening  to  the  front,  he  saw, 
^ith  astonishment,  their  immense  trains  and  vast  masses  collected  on 
the  oppoaitie  aide  of  the  river.     Under  cover  of  night,  the  mouctroas 
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assailing  host  had  stolen  away  to  escape  destruction.  Nothing  re- 
mained bat  to  watch  the'  discomfited  multitude,  and  disturb  their 
movements  by  an  occasional  shot  from  a  long-range  gun.  A  few  of 
their  most  powerful  pieces  responded  from  time*  to  time  with  shells 
well  directed  towards  our  post  of  observation,  but  doing  no  harm 
whatever. 

The  contest  was  over,  and  the  campaign  virtually  closed*  In  the 
eventful  conflict  thus  terminated  all  the  batteries  of  the  general  re- 
serve, as  well  as  those  of  the  two  army  corps,  were  posted  on  the 
lines,  and  though  not  called,  by  the  enemy's  mode  of  attack,  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  close  and  concentrated  action,  they  were  all  more  or  less, 
and  some  quite  severely,  under  fire.  Lane's  and  Ross',  as  of  the  best 
guns,  were  most  in  requisition  and  rendered  most  service.  Milledge's 
were  useful  on  the  river,  and  with  Major  Pelham  in  his  succeasfd 
dash  upon  the  enemy  when  menacing  our  right  flank.  Patteraon'e, 
with  a  section  of  Ross',  under  Major  T.  Jefferson  Page,  shared  the 
defence  of  General  Hood's  front.  And  Kirkpatrick's  and  Massie's, 
under  Major  Nelson,  rendered  more  secure  the  defenijes  of  Marye's 
Hill  and  the  heights  occupied  by  the  large  guns,  and  received  a  full 
share  of  the  missiles  hurled  at  the  latter..  No  serious  casualty  was 
experienced  among  them. 

Officers  and  men  all  behaved  well,  and  were  ready,  promptly  and 
patiently,  to  discharge  whatever  duty  might  be'  presented.  Captains 
Nelson  and  Barnwell,  and,  under  them,  the  two  lieutenants  and  the 
men  of  Ell's  battery,  at  the  large  Parrotts,  well  pi3rformed  their  part. 
And  the  several  members  of  my  staff  are  entitled  to  honorable  men* 
tioii  for  the  zeal,  energy  and  fortitude  with  which  they  passed  throbgh 
much  danger,  and  performed,  by  night  and  by  day,  much  labor. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  record,  as  right  and  proper, 
an  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  divine  guidance  and  guardianship 
tinder  which  these  duties  were  discharged,  and  especially  that  so 
iduch- was  achieved  by  the  army  and.  its  leaders,  with  so  little  to 
regret,  and  a  loss  so  much  less  than  usual  to  lament.  He  has  the 
lonor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

^  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  ArtiU^ry. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WILCOX. 

Headquarters  Wilcox's  Brigade,  ) 
December  24,  Ibti^.     } 

M^ajor  Thobias  S.  Mills, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  part  borne  )}j 
my  brigade  in  the  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  on  the  13th  instant : 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  division  in  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg, 
on  Ihe  23d  ultimo,  the  brigade  has  been  on  the  left  of  the  divisiom, 
and  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  And  from  that  time  till  within 
a  few  days  of  the  battle  nothing  of  interest  occurred,  my  command 
being  occupied  only  in  constracting,  in  part,  one  or  two  batteries  on 
our  front  and  picketing  on  the  canal  in  front  of  the  house  of  Dr. 
Taylor,  and  thence  on  the  Rappahannock  above,  some  three-fourths  of 
a  mile.  The  enemy's  camps  were  visible  on  the  far  side  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock upon  our  arrival,  and  incceased  perceptibly  for  several  days 
afterwards. 

It^was  not  long  before  the  enemy  were  seen  to  be  ehgaged  in  con- 
Btruoting  batteries  at  various  points  on  the  heights  beyond  the  river, 
and  immediately  on  its  banks ;  new  batteries  daily  appeared,  till  at 
length  extending  from  a  point  a  mile  above  Falmouth,  at  convenient 
intervals,  they  reached  Fredericksburg,  and  thence  even  down  the 
river  some  three  or  four  miles.  On  a  great  part  of  this  line  there 
-were  two  tiers  of  batteries,  one  on  the  first  bank  of  the  river,  and  the 
other  .on  heights  commanding  a  level  plateau  in  rear  of  this  bank. 
Most  of  the  guns  of  these  various  batteries  could  be  made  to  bear 
both  iipon  the  city  of  Fredericksburg  and  on  our  batteries  that  crowned 
the  heights  on  this  side  "of  the  Rappahannock.  The  lines  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  following  the  inflections  of  the  river,  enabled  them 
to  dispose  of  their  pieces  so  as  to  enfilade  most  of  the  streets  of  the 
town ;  even  those  at  right  angles  were  alike  exposed. 

The  two  armies  continued  thus  confronting  each  other  on  the  oppo- 
eite  banks  of  the  river,  each  constructing  batteries,  and  the  hostile 
pickets  in  full  view  and  in  close  proximity  ;  the  batteries  scarcely 
fired  a  gun,  and  the  pickets,  by  mutual  and  tacit  understanding,  re- 
frained entirely  from  the  use  ox  their  rifles.  This  condition  of  affairs 
continued  from  day  to  day,  till  at  length  each  party^  perhaps,  became 
impatient  from  delay  and  eager  for  the  fray. 

On  the  moming  of  the  I  Uth,  nothing  unusual  appeared  upon  mj 
part  of  the  line ;  the  enemy's  batteries  and  our  own  were  as  inactive 
as  before ;  the  pickets  were  neither  stronger  nor  weaker ;  the  day 
passed  off  quietly,  and  at  dark  there  was  nothing  to  indicate,  to  the 
closest  observer  on  my  front,  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  for  or 
meditating  an  attack.  Nothing  occurred  in  the  eafly  part  of  tiie 
night  to  give  warning  of  the  intended  attack ;  but,  about#half  past 
foar^  A*  M.,  our  signal  guns  were  fired,  upon  hearinff  which,  a!l 
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were  aroused  and  the  command  placed  under  arms.  Little  before  the 
dawn  of  day  musketry  I'^as  heard  in  the  direction  of  and  in  Preder- 
ickeburg,  and,  after  that^  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  begaa. 
Repairing  to  the  front  of  my  line  of  pickets  before  it  was  d^r  day, 
I  learned  that  there  was  none  of  the  enemy's  infantry  any  where 
vieiMe. 

^he  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  fire  with  much  spirit,  and,  as 
far  as  I  could  see,  entirely  concentrated  upon  the  town  of  Fredericks* 
iurg.  Many  women  and  children,  in  great  fright,  with  hasbanda  and 
•  servants,  Were  fleeing  from  their  homes  at  this  early  hoar  to  escape 
the  enemy's  terrible  shells  and  cannon  balls.  Sooii  after  it  was  clear 
-daylight,  1  moved  my  brigade  up  to  the  front  and  formed  it  in  line  of 
i>attle,  under  cover  of  the  forest,  and  near  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
fronting  the  liver  and  the  town,  my  left  resting  upon  the  river,  one 
bundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  left  of  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  and  then 
extending  to  the  right  across  the  road,  on  the  right  of  Dr.  Taylor^s, 
leading  into  town,  and  thence  along  the  base  of  the  hill  apon  which 
Lane's  battery,  to  the  rear,  was  placed,  crossed  a  deep  ravine,  and , 
then  bearing  slightly  to  the  rear  of  the  Whitworth  gun  of  Lane's  bat- 
tery, and  then  ciOBsing  another  ravine,  reached  to  Huger's  battery,  the 
rigbt  of  my  line.  Four  regiments  occupied  this  line,  and  the  fifth 
V86  held  in  rear  of  the  centre  of  this  line. 

General  Wright's  brigade  was  on  my  right  flank,  the  battery  af 
Captain  Lewia,  attached  to  the  brigade,  was  in  position  on  a  hill  oppo- 
eite  to  the  iord  between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg. 

The   brigade   remained  all  day  quiet  spectators  of  the   enemy's 

ficndihh  and  furious  bombardment  of   Fredericksburg ;  many   sfaota 

'and  shells  were  thrown  into  tLe  woods  occupied  by  my  men,  inflieting 

i>ut  a  trifling  loss,  killing  one  and  wounding  two  men  of  the  Seventh 

Alabama  regiment. 

In  the  afiemoon  it  was  known  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  his 
efibrts  to  throw  pontoon  bridges  over  the  river,  and  that,  both  in  the 
iown  and  below,  fieveral  bridges  were  being  used  by  them  for  crossing 
'  over  the  troops.  Late  in  the  evening.  Captain  Lewis,  seeing  a  column 
of  the  enemy'p  infsntry  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pontoon  bridge^ 
gave  the  order  to  his  battery  to  fire  upon  them,  this  was  instantly 

-  done,  and  with  such  effect  as  to  drive  over  half  of  it  back  undercover 
of  some  houses.  Later  in  the  evening,  the  battery  again  fired  nprni 
artillery  and  caValry  that  were  in  eight,  and  soon  drove  them  off  and 
out  of  view.  This  battery  had  orders  to  waste  no  ammunition,  and 
to  fire  only  when  damage  could  be  inflicted  upon  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  alept  under  arms  in  line  of  battle,  strong  pickets  being  thrown 
to  the  front.     The  artillerymen  remained  with  their  guns. 

During  Friday,  the  12th,  the  brigade  remained  under  arms  and  m 
tpoeition ;  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries  fell  at  times  near 
them,  but  without  inflicting  any  loss.  Lewis'  battery,  at  varioos 
times  during  the  day,  fired  at  the  enemy's  batteries  while  crossing  the 
river.     About  three,  P.  M.,  a  column  of  infantry  (one  brigade)  came 

-  in  eighty  shot  and  shell  were  thrown  upon  the  head  of  this  colomn, 
causing  much  confusion  in  their  ranks,  and  forcing  Uiem  to  change 
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their  coursey  and  take  sbelter  behind  houses.  Later  in  the  day,  the 
battery  fired  upon  cavalry  crossing  the  ford;  in  each  case  damage  was 
^one  the  enemy,  as  his  ambulances  were  seen  to^  leave  the  field  with 
wonnded.  # 

Again  all  slept  under  arms,  (the  night  of  the  12th,)  with  strong 
pickets  in  our  front.  !r 

The  early  morn  of  the   13th  was  dark,  and  much  obscured  by  a 
dense  fog;  at  length,  the  rising  sun  dissipating  the  mist,  about  eight, 
A.  M.,  musketry  was  heard  on  our  right;    this  fice  quickened,  and 
artillery  was  also  heard  in  the  same  direction.    The  rapidity  and  quan* 
tity  of  the  musketry  fire  indicated  that  a  general  action  had  begaa. 
The  firing,  at  length,  began  to  approach  nearer  us,  the  right  of  our 
left  wing  had  become  engaged,  and  the  firing  still  continued,  extend* 
ing  towards  our  left,  reaching  as  far  as  its  centre,  and  here  it  remained. 
for  a  long  time,  approaching  no  nearer  our  position.     The  firing  had 
now  become  general ;  musketry,  artillery,  and  the  bursting  of  sjiells 
are  heard,  varying  at  times  in  quantity  and  rapidity,  but  without  any 
entire  cessation  till  dark ;  at  times  it  would  appear  to  be  more  intense^ 
far  to  our  right,  and,  then   again,  the  centre  and  the  left    cebtre^- 
wpisid  seem  to  be  the  point  where  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their- 
heaviest  forces  and  making  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  force  our* 
tine.     More  artillery  appeared  to  be  used  on  this  day  than  I  had  ever* 
known  before  ;   frequently,  during  the  continuance  of  this  battle,  I 
counted  as  many  as  fifty  shots  per  minute. 

During  this  long  and  intensely  exciting  day  my  brigade  remained 
in  line  of  battle,  ready  to  meet  any  advance  of  the  enemy  or  to  hasten: 
to  any  point  of  the  line  that  might  nesd  support. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Lewis  lost  no  opportunity  of  firing  upon, 
the  eneoiy^s  infantry  and  cavalry  when  in  easy  range ;  in  all,  it  fir^d 
four  hundred  rounds. 

The  brigade  lost,  to-day,  one  killed  and  eight  wounded.      Lewis* 
battery,  one  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Although  the  brigade  lost  but  few  men  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
none  by  tne  musket,  it  would  seem  to  be  almost  incredible  that  the 
loss  should  have  been  so  inconsiderable,  for,  from  a  point  near  a  mile 
above  Falmouth  on  a  commanding  height,  there  was  a  six  gun  battery 
of  rifle  pieces  that  enfiladed  my  line  lower ;  down  and  nearer,  on  the- 
elope  of  this  hill,  was  a  second  battery  that  had  the  same  fire  upon 
them;  and  yet  nearer  and  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
to  the  right  ol^the  two  batteries  above  referred  to,  was'another ;  aad 
then  again,  on  a  very  commanding  hill,  in  rear  of  Falmouth,  near  tlx^ 
house  of  Miss  Scott,  was  a  battery  of  more  than  twenty  pieces  ths^t 
bore  upon  us,  and  these  of  the  heaviest  rifle  pieces ;  and  down  the 
river  were  one  or  two  other  batteries  that  could  throw  shot  and  shell 
far  bbyond  our  line  ;  in  these  batteries,  there  could  not  have  been  less 
than  fifty  pieces  that  bore  upon  us. 

The  night  of  the'  13th  we  were  under  arms,  like  the  two  previoms 
nighto,  strong  pickets  being  in  our  front.  During  the  ni^ht,  oar- 
pickets  were  heard  to  fire  frequently  in  the  direction  of  Ffedericks— 
burg. 
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The  morning  of  the  14th  was  foggy,  and,  when  it  -had  beea  scat- 
tered by  the  rising  ean,  nothing  was  8(een  of  the  enemy  in  car  front, 
save  his  distant  line  of  cavalry  videttes,  as  nsnal.  The  14th  passed 
off  qnietlyy  some  few  artillery  shots  dftring  the  day,  and  at  interTab 
a  little  firing  between  the  pickets.  The  night  of  the  l4th  and  the 
day  of  the  15th  passed  off  with  little  or  no  firing.  The  night  of  Ae 
15th  was  darky  windy  and  rainy,  and  the  morning  of  the  16th  foggy; 
when  the  fog  disappeared  it  revealed  the  fact  that  the  enemy  haul 
recrossed  the  river,  nothing  remaining  on  this  side  bnt  a  few  of  the 
wounded,  the  unbnried  dead,  and  a  few  of  the  infantry  pickets,  whom 
they  had  failed  to  relieve;  these  delivered  themselves  up  to  my  com- 
mand as  prisoners.  • 

My  command  now  returned  to  their  camp,  having  been  under  arms 
since  the  morning  of  the  11th.  The  lists  of  casualties  having  been 
previously  forwarded,  it  will  suffice  in  this  report  to  state  that  &e  loss 
in  my  command  was  fifteen  killed  and  wounded ;  of  this  number  three 
were  killed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CM.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding^  tfc. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FEATHERSTON. 

Headqartess  Featherston's  Brigade,  Dec.  23,  1862. 

Thomas  S.  Mills, 

Major  and  A.  A.  General : 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  before  Fredericksburg : 

About  five  o'clock;  A,  M.,  on  Thursday  the  11  th  instant,  at  the  firing 
of  the  signal  guns,  my  brigade  was  formed  and  marched  rapidly  from 
its  encampment  to  the  line  of  battle  previously  designated  for  Majoc 
General  Anderson's  division,  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Fredericks- 
burg. My  brigade  formed  the  right  of  Anderson's  division,  and  was 
posted  on  Thursday  morning  between  the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run, 
in  front  of  the  town  and  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Washington 
artillery.  Here  we  remained  during  that  day  and  night,  protected 
from  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  by  a  continuous  range  of  hills  in 
our  front. 

On  Friday  morning,  my  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  of  the  plank 
road,  and  our  first  position,  between  the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run, 
cccupied  by  General  Ransom's  division. 

Daring  Friday  and  Friday  night,  we  remained  in  position  on  the 
left  of  the  plank  road,  about  the  same  distance  in  rear  of  our  batte- 
ries, where  we  were  protected  by  the  same  continuous  range  of  hills, 
from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire.  About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Satur- 
i^jy  we  were  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  battle  farther  to  the  front, 
&ad  halted  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  on  the  left 
of  the  plank  road,  extending  our  line  of  battle  up  the  river,  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Taylor  house.  Here  we  remainea  during  the  day,  sub- 
jected to  a  very  heavy  converging  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
immediately  in  our  front,  and  extending  up  the  river  to  our  left.  My 
men  were  kept  lying  down  during  the  day  in  an  old  road,  protecting 
them  as  much  as  possible.  The  enemy's  batteries  immediately  in  front 
were  numerous  and  skillfully  served.  Their  batteries  on  our  left  com* 
pletely  enfiladed  our  position,  which  they  did  not  fail  to  see,  and  of 
which  they  took  every  advantage  to  avail  themselves.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  could  not  have  been  more  rapid  or  galling  on  any 
part  of  the  line  than  that  which  was  brought  to  bear  on  our  pasition' 
on  Saturday.  The  right  of  my  brigade  was  also  within  range  of  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  small  arms.  My  orders  were  to  hold  this  position  in 
support  of  the  batteries  immediately  in  my  front,  and  to  advance  to 
the  batteries  when  the  enemy  advanced  with  small  arms  immediatelT 
in  my  front.  There  was  no  considerable  advance  of  the  enemy's  small 
arms  in  our  immediate  front  during  the  entire  engagement.  We  re* 
mained  in  this  position  Saturday  night,  Sunday,  and  Sunday  night,. 
Mondav,  and  Monday  night.  At  a  late  hour  on  Stmday  night,  I  waa 
advised  by  General'^ansom  that  one  of  his  brigade,  would  be  with- 
drawn and  sent  across  Hasel  Run,  down  the  river,  by  of der  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Longstreet.    I  then  threw  forward  to  tiie  rock  fence 
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on  tbe  right  of  tbe  plack  road,  the  Bixtecnth  Misaisaippi  repmcnt, 
and  five  ccnpasies  of  the  fortj-aixth  MisBisBippi  regiment,  (forHterlj 
the  eecond  battalion,)  to  fill  the  place  vacated  by  acme  of  tbe  troopa 
ifitbdratrn,  and  to  form  a  continuona  line  of  battle.  Theae  troops,  to 
wit :  tbe  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  five  companies  of  the  forty-Biztb 
MiBsiseippi,  Sunday  night,  Monday,,  and  Monday  night,  remained  in 
that  position,  declining  on  Monday  night  to  be  relieved  by  other  regi- 
Biecta  of  ray  brigade. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  fact  was  ascertained  that  the  enemr 
bad  recrossed  the  river,  tbe  troops  were  withdrawn,  except  the  twelfth 
MissisBippi  regiment,  which  was  left  on  picket  in  front,  Duriiig  tbe 
ensagement  of  Saturday,  tbe  casualties  in  my  brigade  were  forty-two 
killed  and  wounded,  and  one  oh  Monday.  Among  the  number,  I  re- 
gret to  enumerate  the  loss  of  two  valuable  ofiScers,  Major  Lee,  of  the 
forty-siltb,  and  Captain  Fulkinson,  of  the  sixteenth  regiment,  both 
seriously,  but,  it  is  believed,  not  dangerously  wounded.  The  emaU 
list  h{  casualties,  under  so  heavy  a  converging  fire  from  the  encmy^a 
aumerpua  batteries,  can  only  be  accounted  for,  under  Providence,  by 
the  fact  that  the  men  were  kept  lyiog  down  closely  on  the  groandt 
taking  advantage  of  every  bill  and  crest  as  a  protection.  AJfulT  return 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  has  already  been  transmitted  to  your  head- 
quarters. During  the  entire  engagement  of  five  days  and  nights, 
both  officers  and  men  manifeated  great  patience  and  endurance,  under 
the  hardships  and  privations,  and  were  eager  to  the  last  for  a  eontin* 
uance  of  the  fight. 

The  officera  of  the  medical,  commissary  and  quartermaster's  de- 
partments were  prompt  and  efficient  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their 
several  departments.  In  the  absence  of  my  regular  staff  officera.  Cap- 
tain W.  R.  Barksdale,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieutenant  A. 
N.  Parker,  aid-de-camp,  (both  absent  on  sick  leave,)  I  feel  greatly 
indebted  to  my  volunteer  aids.  Captain  C.  H.  jFeatheraton  and  Mr.  C. 
W.  Graves,  who  attended  me  during  the  entire  engagement,  and  wh^ 
were  ever  ready,  prompt  and  efficient  in  the  execution  of  all  orders, 
upon  every  part  of  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  J.  FEATHERSTON, 

Brigadier  Cftneral  commandmg. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  KERSHAW. 


Headquarters  Kershaw's  Brigade, 
Camp  n4ar  Fredericksburg ^  December  26,  1862 


.1 


To  Major  J.  M.  Goggin, 

Assistant  Adjutant  JStfneral : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
xoy  command  daring  the  recent  engagement: 

^  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  bj  daylight,  the  brigade  vas 
formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  position  a^ssigned  me,  the  right  resting* 
at  the  left  of  Howison's  Hiil,  and  the  left  near  Howison'^flill,  oa 
Hazel  Ron.  Ordered,  during  the  day,  to  reinforce  the  picket  of  Gen* 
eral  Barksdale  at  Deep  Run,  the  fifteentl^  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers  (Colonel  DeSaussure)  was  sent,  but  found  the  bridge  at  that 
point  already  completed  and  perfectly  commanded  by  all  the  batteries 
on  the  other  side.  This  regiment  remained  on  picket  until  withdrawn 
to  its  former  position,  by  order  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  on 
Friday  morning,  after  a  night  of  such  intense  cold  as  to  cause  the  death  of 
one  man  and  disable,  temporarily,  others.  With  this  exception,  the 
troops  were  kept  in  position,  strengthening  our  defences  nightly, 
without  any  incident  requiring  notice,  until  Saturday,  the  Idth. 
About  one  o'clock  of  that  day,  I  was  directed  to  send  two  regiments 
into  the  city  to  the  Aipport  of  General  Cobb,  then  engaged  with  part 
of  his  brigade  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and,  having  called  for  re*-  - 
infercements,  I  sent  •forwaid,  at  once,  Col.  John  D.  Kennedy,  with 
bis  own  (second  regiment)  and  the  eighth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers.  Colonel  E.  T.  Stackhouse  commanding.  Within  a  few 
minutes  after,  I  was  directed  to  take  my  entire  command  to  the  same 
point  and  assume  command  there.  I  had  just  moved  when  I  was  in* 
formed  that  General  Cobb  was  wounded,  and  was  directed  by  Major 
General  McLaws  to  hasten  fofward  in  person  immediately  and  take  com- 
mand. Leaving  my  staff  to  conduct  the  troops,  I  proceeded,  as  rapidly 
Si  possible,  to  the  scene  of  action,  reaching  the  position  at  Stevens* 
house  at  the  moment  that  Colonel  Kennedy  arrived  with  the  second 
and  eighth  regiments,  just  in  time  to  meet  a  fresh  assault  of  the 
enemy.  The  position  was  excellent.  Marye^s  Hill,  covered  with  ouTt 
batteries,  then  occupied  by  the  Washington  artillery.  Colonel  Walton* 
commanding,  falls  off  abruptly  towards  Fredericksburg  to  a  stone 
wall,  which  forms  »  terrace  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  the  outer  mar- 
gin  of  the  telegraph  road,  which  winds  along  the  foot  of  tl^e  hill. 
The  road  is  about  some  twenty-five  feet  wide  and  is  faced  by  a  stone 
wall,  about  four  feet  high,  on  the  city  side.  The  road  having  been  cut 
out  of  the  side  of  Ihe  hill,  (in  many  places,)  this  la^t  wall  is  not  visi- 
ble above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  ground  falls  o9  rapidly  to 
almost  a  level  surface;  which  extends  about  a  .hundred  and  fifty  yards; 
then,  with  another  abrupt  fall  of  a  few  feet,  to  another  plain,  which 
extends  some  two  hundred  yards,  and  then  falls  off  abruptly  into  a 
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wide  ravine,  which  extends  along  the  whole  front  of  the  city  and 
diecharges  into  Hasel  Run.  I  found,  on  my  arriyal,  that  Cobh's 
brigade,  Colonel  McMillan  commanding,  occupied  our  entire  front, 
and  my  troops  could  only  get  into  position  by  doubling  on  them. 
This  was  accocdingly  done,  and  the  formation  along  most  of  the  line, 
during  the  engagement,  was  consequently  four  deep.  As  an  eyidenco 
of  the  coolness  of  the  command,  I  may  mention  here,  that,  aotwith- 
atanding  that  their  fire  was  the  most  rapid  and  and  continuous  I  have 
ever  witnessed,  not  a  man  was  injured  by  the  fire  of  his  comrades. 
The  first  attack  being  repelled  at  a  quarter  to  three^  o'clock,  P.  M., 
the  third  regiment.  Colonel  J.  D..  Nance,  and  seventh.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bland,  came  into  position  on  the  hill  at  Marye's  house, 
with  Colonel  DeSaussure's  fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers in  reserve  and  under  cover  of  the  cemetery.  James'  third 
South  CaMina  battalion,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Bice  commanding,)  I 
left  in  posi^on  at  Howison's  Mill|  to  protect  our  right  from  any  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  up  Hazel  Run.  While  the  third  and  seventh  re- 
giments were  getting  into  position  another  fierce  attack  was  sustained, 
and  those  regiments,  especially  the  former,  suffered  severely.  Colonel 
J.  D.  Nance,  that  gallant  and  efficient  officer,  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  severely  wounded  in  three  places.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Rutherford,  upon  whom  the  command  devolved,  was  almost  imme- 
diately  shot  down,  dangerously  wounded,  as  also  was  Major  Moffat, 
the  next  in  command.  Captain  Todd,  the  senior  captain,  upon  as- 
suming command,  was  dangerously,  if  not  mortally,  wounded,  and  his 
successor,  Captain  Summer,  killed.  NotwithstaiMiug  these  unpreee- 
dented  casualties,  the  regiment,  without  hesitation  or  confusion,  gal- 
lantly held  their  position,  under  command  of  Cafft.  John  H.  G.  Nance, 
assisted  by  my  aid -de-camp.  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  and  in  every  at- 
tack repulsed  the  enemy  on  that  flank,  assisted  as  gallantly  by  &e 
seventh  regiment,  immediately  on  their  right.  In  the  meantime,  line 
after  line  of  the  enemj  deployed  in  the  ravine  and  advanced  to  the 
attack;  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  until  half  past 
four  o'clock,  when  there  was  a  lull  of  about  a  half  hour,  during 
which  a  mass  of  artillery  was  placed  in  po?ition  in  front  of  the  town 
and  opened  upon  our  position.  At  this  time  I  brought  up  Colonel  De- 
Saussure's regiment.  Our  batteries  on  the  hill  were  silent,  having 
exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  the  Washington  artillery  were  re- 
lieved by  a  part  of  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion.  Under  cover  of 
4his  artillery  fire,  the  most  formidable  column  of  attack  was  formed, 
which,  about  five  o'clock,  emerged  from  the  ravine,  and,  no  longer 
impeded  by  our  artillery,  impetuously  assailed  our  whole  front.  From 
this  tin^e,  until  after  six  o'clock,  the  attack  was  continuous,  and  the 
fire  on  both  sides  terrific.  Some  few,  chiefly  officers^  got  within 
eighty  yards  of  our  lines,  but,  in  every  instance,  their  Jinea  were 
shattered  by  the  time  they  got  within  one  hundred  paces.  Tha  firing 
gradually  ceased,  and,  by  seven  o'clock,  our  pickets  were  eatabliahed 
within  eighty  yards  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  chief  loss,  after 
getting  into  position  in  the'road,  was  from  the  fire  of  aharpahooters, 
Who  occupied  some  buildings^on  my  left  flank  in  the  earljL  part  of  the 
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6ag«g«meAt»  and  was  on\j  eilencod  by  Captain  Wallace,  of  the  aecpfid 
regiment,  directing  a  coj^nuous  fire  of  one  company  apon  the  build- 
iage.  General  Cobb,  I  learn/ was  killed  by  a  shot  from  that  quarter. 
'  The  regimente  on  the  hill  snflfered  moat,  as  they  were  less  perf(&ctly 
covered.  Daring  the  engagement.  Colonel  McMillan  was  reinforced 
by  the  arrival  of  the  sixteenth  Georgia  regiment,  and  a  brigade  of 
General  Ransom's  command  was  also  engaged ;  but  as  they  did  not 
report  to  mo;  I  am  unable  to  give  any  particulars  in  regard  to  thmn. 
That  night  we  materially  strengthened  our  position/and  I  more  per- 
fectly organised  and  arranged  my  command,  fully  expecting  the  at- 
tack to  be  renewed  the  next  day.  I  sent  the  third  regiment  in  reserve, 
in  consideration  of  their  heavy  loss.  At  daylight  in  the  morning,  the 
enemy  was  in  position,  lying  behind  the  first  declivity  in  front,  Jbut 
the  operations  on  both  side  were  confined  to  skirmishing  of  sbarp- 
shooters*  We  lost  but  one  man  daring  that  day,  but  it  is  reported 
that  we  inflicted  a  loss  upon  the  enemy  (Syke's  division)  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty. '  Monday  morning  discovered  the  pickets  of  the  enemy 
behind  rifle-pits,  constructed  daring  the  night,  along  the  edge  of  the 
ravine.  From  this  position  they  were  nearly  all  driven  by  our  bat- 
teries, and  nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  day.  x  (general 
Semmes  relieved  General  Cobb's  brigade  Monday  night.  Tuesday 
morning,  as  soon  as  the^aze  lifted,  the  enemy's  pickets  being  no 
longer  visible,  I  sent  out  scouts  from  my  own  brigade  to  the  left,  and 
from  General  Semmes'  to  the  right.  The  former  soon*  returned,  re- 
porting the  evacuation  of  the  town,  which  the  latter  soon  confirmed, 
with  the  additional  information  that  the  bridge  had  been  removed.  I 
sent  forward  two  companies,  one  from  each  brigade,  and  afterwards 
two  regiments,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Major  General  com- 
manding, to  occupy  the  town.  A  number  of  prisoners  and  a  quantity 
of  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  were  taken,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  imparted.  During  these  operations  I  was  ably  and  gal- 
lantly assisted  by  Captain  Holmes,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  Doby, 
A.  D.  C,  who  were  present  on. the  field,  in  the  active  discharge  of  thexx: 
duties.  « Lieut.  J.  A.  Myers,  ordnance  officer,  was  at  his  post  promptly 
replenishing  our  exhausted  ammunition.  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Dwight, 
A.  I.  G.,  was  disabled,  from  the  injuries  received  at  Maryland 
heights,  bat  was  on  the  field  and  received  a  contusion  on  the  head 
from  a  shell.  Colonel  McMillan,  commanding  Cobb's  brigade,  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance,  and  when  ofifered  the  alternative  of  1>eing 
relieved  Saturday  night,  gallantly  claimed  the  honor  of  remaining. 
All  the  regimental  field  officers  and  company  commanders  are  entitled 
to  commendation  for  cooln^^  and  courage,  and  their  successful  efforts 
to  produce  a  deliberate  apd  effective  fire,  under  the  most  trying  cir- 
cumstances. Beside  the  field  officers  already  mentioned  as  wounded. 
Major  F.  Gaillard,  second  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  was 
Btmek  in  the  face  before  he  got  into  position,  and  was  subsequently 
severely  wounded  while  conveying  directions,  at  my  request^  to  the 
regiments  in  the  rear.  For  particular  mention  of  others  who  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  engagement,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
refer  to  ike  reports  of  the  commanders  themselves^  herewith  submit- 
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ted.  Captain  G.  B.  Cttthberfa  company,  second  regiment  Sontli 
Carolina  volunteers^  was  thrown  out  by  m^  on  the  ed^e  of  Hazel 
Bnn,  on  the  13th,  in  an  exposed  position,  but  one  from  whieh  thej 
coul  1  harass  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank.  They  held  the  position 
the  whole  day,  exhausting  their  ammunition  and  effectirely  annoyiBt^ 
the  enemy.  His  loss  was  considerable,  including  two  officers  severely 
wounded.  Captain^  Read's  battery  was  posted  on  the  hiU,  on  the 
right  of  my  first , position,  and  did  great  damage  to  the  advancin;: 
column  of  the  enemy.  They  fired  thirteen  rounds  of  ammunition, 
affording  excellent  practice  in  the  field.  I  will  here  remark  tb^.t, 
during  the  engagement  on  Saturday,  my  command  fired  about  fifty- 
five  rounds  per  man.  A  large  red  and  white  battle  flag,  with  tho 
figure  **  I ''  in  the  centre,  and  an  embroidered  guide  flag  of  the  aixtj- 
ninth  New  York  regiment  are  the  trophies  taken  in  battle  by  my 
command,  and  have  already  been  forwarded  lo  division  headquarters. 
I  append  herewith  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  sustained  by  my 
brigade. 

Very  reepcctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Brigadier  General  comnutnding. 
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KEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WRIGHT. 

Headquarters  Wright's  Brigade,  Anderson's  DivirioN,  > 
Coffip  near  Fredericksburg,  December  24,   1862.      J 

Major  Thomas  S.  Mills,  A.  A.  G.   Division  : 

Major:  Id  compliance  with  circalar  issued  from  division  head* 
quarters  on  December  20th,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  par? 
taken  b^  ray  brigade  in  the  action  at  Fredericksburg.  At  early  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  the  1  Itji  instant,  my  brigade  Was  put  ander  arms 
and  mamhed  to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  onr  redoubts  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  affd  there  formed  in  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting 
on  General  Mahone's  left,  and  my  left  upon  General  Wilcox's  right. 
In  this  position  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  IGth,  when, 
the  enemy  having  retired  across  the  river,  I  fell  back  to  my  former 
and  present  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 1tlii  when  the  enemy  opened  his  batteries 
npon  the  town,  preparatory  to  crossing  the  river,  the  third  Georgia 
regiment  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  river,  at  th^  upper  edge  of  the 
town.  This  regiment  retained  its  position  during  the  whole  day, 
subjected  to  a  most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  five 
o'clock,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  received  a  communication  from 
Gclanel  E.  J.  Walker,  commanding  the  regiment,  informing  me  that 
the  enemy  had  effected  the  building  of  one  or  more  bridges  and  had 
crossed  a  considerable  force  into  the  town  on  his  right,  compelling 
the  eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  was  on  picket  duty  immediately 
on  his  right,  to  fall  back,  and  that,  from  the  sound  of  musketry,  he 
was  led  to  believe  that  General  Barksdale's  brigade,  also  on  picket 
duty  in  the  town,  had  retired  to  our  line  of  battle,  and  enquiring 
what  he  (Colonel  Walker)  should  do.  I  immediately  sent  him  orders 
to  hold  his  position  at  all  hazards  until  morning,  and  if  then  he  should 
become  satisfied  that  General  Barksdale's  brigade  had  retired,  and  the 
enemy  should  show  an  imposing  force  on  this  side  of  the  river,  to 
fall  back  in  order  to  my  line,  destroying  the  hridgcs  over  the  canal. 
At  eight  o'clock  next  morning  Colonel  Walker  fell  back  to  my  line, 
having  accomplished  the  complete  destruction  of  the  canal  bridges — 
General  Barksdale  having,  as  he  supposed  the  night  before,  \previ- 
otisly  fallen  back  to  our  line  of  batteries.  Colonel  Walker's  loss, 
daring  the  day's  bombardment,  was  one  man  killed  and  one  slightly 
wounded.  On  Friday  evening,  the  12th  instant,  the  second  Georgia 
battalion,  of  my  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Captain  C.  J.  Moffat, 
was  ordered  on  picket  duty  in  front  of  the  Stansbury  house,  where  it 
remained  until  Saturday  evening,  when  it  was  relieved  by  the  forty* 
eighth  Georgia  regiment.  Captain  Hall  commanding.  During  the 
fight  of  Saturday,  Captain  Moffat  lost  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded. 
No  other  casualties  occurred  in  my  command  during  the  action. 

While  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  had  no  opportunity  to 
display  ibe  courage  and  gallantry  which  haa  heretofore  marked  their 
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conduct  in  all  the  battles  in  which  they  have  ^een  engaged,  their 
patient  and  protracted  ^^  lying  in  wait*^  daring  the  six  days  they 
were  under  arms,  exposed  to  the  rigors  of  the  aevere  cold  weather 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  has  given  me  increased  confi- 
dence in  their  character  as  veteran  soldiers,  who  are  alike  equal  tc 
the  trials  of  act^ial  battle  and  of  waiting  under  the  enemy's  guns  for 
any  emergency  which  might  require  their  services. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Brigade, 
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KBPOBT  OF  BRIQADIBE  SENBBAL  MAHONE. 

Headquarters  Mahone'b  Brigade,  Andeeson^s  Division,  > 

December  21,  1862.  ] 

Co  Major  T.  S.  Mills,  '  '  ' 

jlssistant  Adjutant  General,  Anderson'^s^Divisionr: 

Major  :  In  response  to  the  call  from  diyision  headquarters,  I  beg 
to  present  the  following  statement  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
in  the  late  bombardment  and  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

Promptly  after  the  signal  of  alarm,  Thursday,  the  Ilth  instant, 
the  brigade  was  placed  in  the  position  assigned  it  by  the  division  com- 
mander, immediately  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  selected  in  the 
event  of  any  attack  upon  our  own  front.  ^ 

For  the  most  part,  the  brigade,  continued  under  arms  in  this  posi- 
tion dttving  the  period  of  the  fight,  and,  in  iact,  until  Tuesday,  the 
16th  instant,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  Fredericksburg  and  re- 
crossed  the  Rappahannock.     In  the  meantime,  however,  it  always  had 
a   regiment,  and  sometimes  two,  in  advance  of   the  batteries  on 
the  front,  which  were  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and  which, 
though  active,  and  especially  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  occasioned  but 
eight  casualties  in  the  brigade.     It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add,  that 
much  work,  in  the  erection  of  batteries  and  rifle-pits,  was  performed 
by  tho  troops  of  the  brigade,  during  the  four  days  of  the  battle  ; 
among  these  works  may  be  mentioned  the  one,  as  of  special  advantage, 
in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  behind  the  hills  on  the  right  of  the 
plank  road. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully  your  obedent  servant, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 
Brigadier  Oeneral. 
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EEPORT  OF  COLONEL  MILLER  OF  COBB'S  BIliaA.BE. 

TER89  Frederigk^bubc 
December  20,  186S. 


Briga.de  Headquarters^  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  ) 


Major  Jamrs  M.  6oggin» 

Assistant  Aijuiani  General : 

I  bave  the  honor  to  report  to  70a  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  Frederickebarg  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  llth  instant,  at  five  o^cIock,  the  brigade 
was  put  .under  armB  and  in  position,  and  so  remaine<i  until  seren 
o'clock,  JP.  M  ,  when  the  eighteenth  and  twenty-fourth  Ge  Tgia  regi- 
ments and  Phillips'  legion  were  marched  into  Fredericksburg  by  GfO- 
eral  Cobb,  to  relieve  General  Barksdale,  and  took  position  i<i  oar  line 
of  battle  in  the  road«along  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  crost^rng  the  tel- 
egraph road,  by  wkich  the  enemy  advanced ;  the  legion  on  the  left, 
twenty-fourth  Qeorgia  in  the  centre,  and  eighteenth  on  the  right. 
The  men  lay  on  their  arms  during  the  night.  Our  pickets  and  scouts 
took  fifteen  prisoners.  Close  and  heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  du- 
ring Friday,  the  I2th,  and  on  that  night  we  again  rented  on  our  aims. 

At  daybreak  on  the  13th,  skirmishing  again  commenced,  accompa^ 
nied  by  the  enemy's  shells  This  wss  kept  up  continually  until  about 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  the  advance  of  the  enemy  drove 
in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  approached  the  left  of  our  Hue  by  the 
telegraph  road  and  deployed  towards  our  right.  He  had  succeeded 
in  planting  threc^stands  of  i»olors  along  our  front,  and  w^en  his  col- 
umn had  been  deployed  about  two-thirds  of  the  distance  on  his  line, 
our  well-directed  fire  had  so  thinned  his  ranks  thaf  the  survivors  re- 
treated. General  Cobb,  whose  fall  we  so  much  deplore,  lived  to  see 
this  first  signal  repulse  and  the  bravery  of  the  troops  he  ^o  well  com- 
nranded  About  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes  thereafter  General  Cobb 
fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  I  took  command  of  the  brigade.  Soon 
another  column,  heavier  than  the  first,  advanced  in  our  front,  and 
moved  steadily  forward  to  their  colors,  near  our  centre.  As  the  coi- 
umn  approMched,  I  directed  the  small  arms  to  cease  until  the  enemy 
should  get  nearer.  So  soon  as  he  got  within  certain  range,  our  fire 
mowed  down  his  ranks,  until  they  faltered  and  the  survivors  retreated. 
They  were  met  by  a  etrong  reinforcement  and  again  advanced  open 
us  in  heavier  force,  and  this  time  the  slaughter  in  their  ranks  was 
terrific,  and  we  again  drove  them  back.  Column  after  column  was 
brought  up  during  the  afternoon,  and  the  battle  continued  until  after 
dark.  In  every  attack  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  immense  slaagbter. 
During  the  afternoon  a  courier  informed  me  that  yon  had  sent  the  six- 
teenth Georgia  regiment  to  the  mill,  to  await  orders.  I  sent  for  that 
regiment  and  pUced  it  on  our  right,  to  strengthen  and  protect  that 
poi^t,  which  it  held  daring  the  remainder  of  the  engagement.  We  rested 
on  our  arms  that  night  and  throughout  the  next  day.  Sunday,  the  14th, 
a  close,  heavy  and  continuous  skirmish  fire  was  kept  up.  On  Sunday 
night  we  were  relieved  by  General  Semmes. 
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I  canaot  speak  in  loo  high  terms  of  the  oool  brarery  of  both  officers 
iidmeoy  and  the  promptness  and  cheerfulness   with   which   thej 
hojei  and  executed  all  orders.    The  heaps'  of  slain  in  par  fftnt  tell 
est  how  well  they  acted  their  part.         * 
Aa»6x«d  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.. 

ROBERT  M.  MILLER, 

Col(mel  comn^nding  brigade. 
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^REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PERRY. 

Headquarters  Perry's  Brigade,  December  18,  1862. 

Major  Thomas  S.  Mills, 

Asmtant  Adjutant  Generals 

Major  :  I  hftve  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  reports  of  com- 
xnanders  of  the  Donaldson ville  artiller;  battery  and  the  eighth  Florida 
regiment,  the  only  portions  of  my  brigade  engaged  in  the  recent  bar* 
tie  on  the  Rappahannock  river : 

The  eighth  Florida  regiment  having  been  detailed  for  picket  datj 
and  placed  temporarily  under  command  of  Brigadier  General  Barks- 
dale,  commanding  the  picket  forces  at  Fredericksburg,  I  am  unable 
to.  give  additional  isformation  to  that  contained  in  Captain  Lang's 
report,  to  which  I  call  your  attention.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Briga** 
dier  General  Barksdale,  relative  to  three  companies  of  this  regiment, 
which  were  detailed  from  the  regiment  by  General  Barksdale  and 
Assigned  to  a  position  apart  from  the  regiment.  General  Barksdale 
replied  that  they  were  probably  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  ] 
have  been  able  to  obtain  no  further  information  upon  the  subject.  I 
respectfully  call  to  the  attention  of  the  General  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  Donaldsonville  battery  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Bolk 
officers  and  men  stood  bravely  and  faithfully  at  their  posts,  and, 
while  exposed  to  an  unusually  heavy  fite,  the  guns  were  handled  with 
masterly  skill  and  with  great  effect. 

The  loss'in  the  brigade  is  ninety-four  killed,  wounded  and  missiBg. 
Of  this  number,  eight  were  killed,  forty*>three  wounded  and  forty-tiiree 
missing.  Of  these,  the  eighth  Florida  regiment -lost  seven  killed, 
thirty-seven  wounded  and  forty-three  jnissing.  The  fifth  Florida  regi- 
ment had  one  wounded.  The  battery  had  one  kiUed  and  five  wounded. 
I  have  the  honor,  Major,  to  be  very  respectfully,  &o  , 

E.  A.  PERRY, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT   OF    OOLONEL     HALL,    COMMANDING    COOK'S 

BRIGADE. 

Headquarterb  Cooke's  Brigade,  Pecember  17,  1862: 

Captain:  Earlj  on  the  morninff  of  the  Itth  instant,  the  brigade, 
tinder  the  command  of  General  Cooke,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  oppo- 
site Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  in  position  untrl  about  twelve 
o'eloek,  Saturday  the  ISth,  at  which  time  the  engagement  was  going 
oa  in  our  front. 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  as  follows :  The  twenty* 
Beventfa  on  the  right,  forty-eighth  next,  fifteenth  on  the  loft.  We 
xaoTcd  into  action  by  regiments.  After  adrancing  about  two  hundred 
yards,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  musketry,  we  arrived  at  the 
crest  of  Willis'  Ilill,  ifhich  overlooks  the  battle-field,  on  which  hill 
several  batteries  were  placed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  twenty-seventh,  the  brigade  was  halted 
<m  the  <:rest  of  the  hill,  and  delivered  its  fire  on  the  advancing  column 
-of  tiie  enemy,  who  was  then  engaged  in  making  a  furious  assault  on 
our  front  line,  which  wais  covered  by  a  long  stone  wall  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill;  which  assault,  on  the  arrival  of  the  brigade,  was  repulsed, 
with  great  loss  to  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  that  time,  succeeded  in 
getting  up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  wall. 

After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  the  forty-sixth  was  moved  down 
the  hill  behind  the  fence,  supporting  CobVs  brigade.  The  twenty- 
fieveath  and  forty-sixth  remained,  behind  the  fence,  and  the  forty- 
eighth  and  fifteenth  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  all  day.  • 

Six  diiFerent  times  during  the  day  did  the  enemy  advance  his 
hearily  reinforced  columns,  and  each  time  was  driven  back,  with  im- 
mense loss.  The  action  ceased  at  night,  when  the  brigade  was 
withdrawn  and  resumed  the  position  they  occupied  previous  to  the 
action. 

i  regret  to  have  to  state  that  our  brave  commander  was  severely 
woun^  early  in  the  action. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasuf e  to  state  that,  without  exception,  the 
ctrnduct  of  the  diiferent  regiments  composing  this  brigade  was  de- 
serving of  the  most  unqualified  approbation. 

No  engagement  having  taken  place  the  next  day,  the  commanders 
of  the  different  regiments  were  ordered  to  entrench  themselves  that 
night,  and  before  day  each  had  opened  ditches  sufficient  to  cover 
their  whole  commands ;  and,  the  night  after,  two  additional  works 
were  completed,  sufficient  for  two  more  regimei^ts. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  reUeved  by  General  Jenkins, 
and  ordered  back  to  camp. 

I  regret  to  say  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was  heavy.  A  correct  list  of 
caautlties  will  be  handed  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

E.  D.  HALL, 
Ccknd  commanding  Chokes  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LAW. 

Brigade  Headquarters,  December  17,  186S. 
Major  W.  H.  Sully,  A,  A.  G.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in   the 
engagement  near  Fred«ricksbnrg,  on  Saturday,  December  13,  1863: 

On  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  my  brigade  formed  a  portion  of  the 
second  or  reserve  line,  extending  along  the  range  of  bills  from  the 
vicinity  of  Hamilton's  Grossing  to  Dr.  Reynolds'  house.  On  the 
plateau,  directly  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  my  brigade,  and 
about  five  hundred  yards  distant,  the  skirt  of  timber  bordering  ob 
Deep  RiVk,  from  its  confluence  with  the  Rappahannock,  abruptly  ter- 
minates. From  this  point  to  the  river  the  channel  of  the  run  becomes 
gradually  wider  and  deeper,  its  general  direction  being  almost  perpen^ 
dicular  to  our  own  line  and  that  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Bowling  Green 
road.  1  received  orders,  duriug  the  morning,  from  Major  General 
Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to  render  assistance  to  Major  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  HilPs  troops,  in  the  event  it  should  be  required ;  and  was 
ordered  by  General  Hill  to  support  Brigadier  General  Pender,  who 
held  the  left  of  the  first  line,  to  my  front  and  right.  At  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  a  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the  wood  on  Deep 
Run  and,  forming  into  line  of  battle,  advanced  upon  Latimer's  bat- 
tery, which  was  posted  on  the  plateau  on  General  Pender's  left  i^nd 
supported  by  one  of  his  regiments.  Perceiving  this  attack,  I  moved 
my  brigade  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Detaching  the  fifty-seventh  and  fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiments,' 
I  advanced  with  them  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  had  now  gained  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  which  crosses  the. plateau  directly  in  front  of  the 
battery  and  about  two  hundred  yards  from  it.  The  enemy  was 
promptly  driven  from  the  railroad  by  the  fifty -seventh  North  Gar^ 
lina,  which  w'as  in  advance,  and  the  regiment  continued  to  move 
steadily  forward  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green 
road,  driving  his  infantry  before  it.  Puring  the  action  tf  body  of 
tMe  enemy  opened  fire  from  the  wood  bordering  the  run,  upon  the  teft 
of  the  advancing  line.  This  was  promptly  cheeked  by  a  fire  firom  the 
left  of  the  fifty-seventh  and  from  the  fifty-fourth,  which  changed 
front  obliquely  to  the  left  in  order  to  face  the  wood*.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  fourth  Alabama  had  been  brought  forward  in  front  of  the 
battery  as  a  support.  Having  accomplished  my  purpose  of  driving 
the  enemy  from  the  vicinity  of  the  battery,  I  ordered  ihe  two  regi- 
ments in  advance  to  retire  and  take'  position  on  the  railroad,  which 
they  held  until  after  dark,  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  sixth 
North  Carolina.  The  conduct  of  the  fifty-seventh  and  fifty-fonrth 
North  Carolina  regiments  was  i^mirable.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  their  steady  courage  in  advancing,  and  the  coolness  with  which 
they  retired  to  the  line  of  railroad  when  ordered.  Colonel  Godwin, 
commanding  the  fifty-aeTenth,  and  Colonel  McDowell,  commanding 

Digiti^d  by  LjOOQIC 


499 


the  fifty-fourtby  Mj  aasisted  by  Lieatenftnt  Colonels  Jones  and  Mur-^ 
chison,  handled  their  commands  with  great  skill  and  coolness.  The 
officers  of  my  staff.  Captain  Terrell,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and. 
Lieutenant  Capons,  aid-de-camp,  were,  as  nsaal,  conspicaons  for  gal- 
lantry and  nsefalnesB,  contributing  materially  by  their  exertions  to 
the  good  conduct  of  the  troops.  It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  report 
the  death  of  private  Y.  S.  Smith,  of  the  fourth  Alabama  regiment, 
.  an  acting  officer  on  my  staff.  Alabama  never  bore  a  braver  son^  and 
our  country's  cause  has  never  received  tke  sacrifice  of  a  manlier 
spirit.  He  fell,  where  the  hour  of  danger  always  found  him,  at  his 
post.     The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  loss  of  the  brigade :  . 


BlOIMEST. 


Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina. 
Fiftj*fourth  North  Carolina... 

Bixtb  North  Carolina 

Fourth  Alabama 

Forty- fourth  Alabama 


Killed. 


82 
9 
6 
4 


Wooded. 


90 
85 

19 

18 

2 


Hissing. 


Total. 


60 


164 


*  I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

E.  M.  LAW,  Brigadier  General. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  SEMMES. 

Headquarters  Semmes'  Brigade,     > 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  December  22,  1862.  J 

Major  J.  M.  Ooggin,  A.  A.  6.: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  a  list  of  the  casnaltieB 
in  my  brigade  in  the  Rattle  of  Fredericksburg,  from  the  1 1th  to  th 
15th,  inclnsive.  Except  when  posted  in  the  road,  at  the  foot  cf 
Marje's  Bill,  on  the  14th  and  15th,  mj  brigade  was  not  under  fi:^ 
from  small  arms.  It  was  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemj*s 
artillery,  from  which  it  sufiered  but  little. 

1  am,  Major,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMME8,     • 
Brigadier  Chnend. 
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REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PAXTON. 

Headquarters  Paxton's  Brigade,  Jackson's  Diyision,  > 
Camp  near  CorhirCs  Farm^  December  24,  1862.      ) 

aptain  W.  T.  Taliaferro^ 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  In  pursuance  of  the  order  from  the  dirision  commander 
>  report  the  participation  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Freder* 
^ksburg,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  my  brigade,  consisting  of  tibte 
econd,  fourth,  fifth,  twenty-seventh  and  thirty-tldrd  Virginia  regi- 
lents  and  Carpenter's  battery,  numbering  in  all  about  one  hundred 
nd  twenty-three  ofScers  and  eleven  hun<&ed  men,  marched  from  its 
neampment  near  Guineas  Depot,  on  Friday  morning,  the  12th  in- 
tant,  at  daybreak.     After  reaching  the  battle-field,  and  frequent 
ibanges  of  positions,  wh^  the  engagement  commenced,  my  brigade 
>ccupied  a  position  near  the  crest  of  the  hill,  s#me  four  hundred 
jrards  in  the  rear  of  General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 
By  right  resting  on  the  left  of  EwelPs  division.     My  orders  were  to 
support  General  Gregg,  and  be  governed  in  my  action  by  his  move« 
nents.     Upon  a  report  from  my  orderly,  Mr.  F.  C.  Cox,  whom  I  had 
sent  forward  to  give  me  information,  that  Gregg's  brigade  was  mov- 
ing, I  ordered  my  brigade  to  the  front  in  line  of  battle.    About  the 
time  of  reaching  General  Gregg's  position,  the  second  Virginia  regi- 
ment, occupying  the  right  of  my  line,  came  in  view  of  the  enemy,  and, 
under  the  order  of  Captain  J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbousch,  commanding  the 
regiment,  filed  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear,  but  scarcely  effected 
its  change  of  position  when  it  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy.    Expect- 
ing, from  the  indications,  that  my  troops  would  be  engaged  in  this 
position,  I  proceeded  to  bring  forward  the  fifth  and  fourth  regiments 
at' double-quick,  and  post  them  upon  the  right  of  the  second  regiment, 
and  to    put   the    twenty-seventh    and    thirty-third    regiments    in 
position  upon  its  left.     These  dispositions,  however,  were  not  ac- 
complished until  the  firing  ceased,  the  enemy  having  been  gallantly 
repulsed  by  the  second  regiment.     Soon  after  I  changed  my  position, 
and  occupied  the  military  road.     Whilst  there,  I  found  that  troops 
were  falling  back  in  disorder  past  the  right  of  my  line,  when  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  move  some  three  hundred  yards  to  the  riffht,  upon  the 
road,  to  guard  against  an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 
Again  I  changed  position,  and  occupied  the  line  of  the  fence  in  front. 
That  night  my  brigade  slept  on  their  arms  on  the  military  road,  and 
the  next  morning  before  daylight,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the 
division  commander,  took  a  position  on  the  railroad,  my  right  resting 
opposite  the  position  which  my  left  had  occupied  on  the  mifitary  road. 
Here  the  day  passed  off*  quietly,  with  the  exception  of  occasional  firing 
between  the  pickets.    Carpenter's  battery  was  deUkcbed  from  my 
brigade  on  the  ISth,  and  was  not  under  my  orders  during  the  engage- 
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ment.     A  report  of  its  participation  in  the  engagement  by  Lientensnt 
McEendree,  commanding,  is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  my  regimental  officers.  Captains  Kaden- 
bonsch  and  Colston,  acting  field  officers  of  the  secpnd  Virginia  regi* 
ment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardiner  and  Major  Terry,  fonirth  Virginia 
regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Williams  and  Captain  Newton,  fifth 
Virginia  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edmondson  and  Mi^or  Shri- 
ver,  forty-serenth  Virginia  regiment,  and  Colonel  Lee,  thirty-third 
Virginia  regiment,  for  the  exhibition  of  great  gallantry,  skill  and 
coolness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardi- 
ner, after  having  passed  unhurt,  and  distinguished  for  his  gallantry 
through  all  the  battles  of  the  campaign,  (Port  Aepublic,  Richmond, 
Cedar  Mountain,  Manassas  and  Sharpsburg,)  fell,  at  the  head  of  his 
reffiment,  severely,  if  not  fatally,  wounded.  To  Adjutant  C.  S.  Ar- 
nail,  fiftb  Virginia  regiment^  acting  as  my  assistant  adjutant  general, 
the  highest  praise  is  due  for  his  gallant  and  energetic  discharge  of  the 
duties  incident  to  the  position.  To  the  rank  and  file  of  my  command 
I  am  especially  grateful,  for  the  courage,*  fidelity  and  promptness 
exhibited  in  obeying  my  orders.  My  brigade  sustained  a  loss  of  four 
killed,  sixty-nine  wounded,  one  nnssing;  total,  seventy- four.  The 
reports  of  regimental  and  battery  commanders,  with  lists  of  casualties, 
are  transmitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 

E.  F.  PAXTON, 
Brigadier  General. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HOKE,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Trimble^s  Brigade,  Dec.  19,  1862. 

Major  S.  Hale, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General^  EwelTs  Division  : 

Major:  I  respectfully  report  £hat  on  Saturday,  ISth  of  this  month, 
I  reoeired  orders  from  General  EaAjr,  to  form  my  brigade  immedi* 
ately  behind  General  Hays'  brigade,  with  my  right  resting  upon  the 
Richmond  and  Fredericksbarg  railroad,  at  Hamilton's  Grossing,  about 
four  miles  from  Fredericksburg.  I  remained  in  this  position  for  about 
two  hours,  under  a  very  heavy  cannonading,  ani  lost  a  number  of 
m^n  in  this  place.  The  infantry  firing  at  the  front  became  quite 
heavy,  and  General  Early  ordered  me  to  move  my  brigade  \)j  the  left 
flank,  and  .let  my  right  rest  upon  the  left  of  General  Hays.  I  had 
scarcely  gotten  in  this  position  before  he  ordered  me  to  the  front  to 
the  support  of  General  Archer.  I  moved  promptly  and  steadily  to 
the  front,  and  found  General  Archer  had  been  driven  back,  and  the  en- 
emy had  occujued  the  woods  upcfh  the  top  of  the  hill.  I  soon  drove 
them  from  this  position,  and  found,  upon  getting  to  the  entrenchments 
at  the  edge  of  the.  woods,  that  they  had  retreated  to  the  railroad,  in 
which  place  they  had  held  reserves.  I  saw  that  it  would  not  do  to 
allow  them  to  remain  in  the  railroad,  as  that  point  commanded  a  large 
portion  of  our  entrenchments  at  the  edge  of  the  .woods,  and  that  I 
would  lose  from  their  sharpshooters,  so  I  immediately  ordered  a 
charge,  and  drove  them  from  their  place,  killing  about  two  hundred, 
and  wounding  a  large  number^  one  hundred  of  whom  fell  into  my  hands, 
I  must  have  wounded  quite  a  number  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  who 
were. able  to  make  their  escape,  as  I  was  immediately  upon  them.  I  also  ' 
captured  about  three  hundred  prisoners.  -  I  had  brought  *from  this 
pdint  about  four  hundred  stand  of  arms,  and  left  a  number  across  the 
railroad.  After  driving  them  from  the  railroad,  I  followed  them  to 
the  fence  beyond  the  road,  and  at  this  point  halted  to  see  if  I  could  go 
farther.  While  I  was  in  this  position,  the  main  line  of  the  enemy 
gave  back  about  fifty  yards,  and  my  opinion  is,  that  if  a  brigade  had 
been  upon  my  right  we  could  have  driven  the  whole  Hue.  I  remained  in  . 
this  position  for  some  time,  to  see  if  any  other  forces  were  coming 
forward,  and  in  the  meantime  the  enemy  threw  a  brigade  dt)wn  the 
river'road,  preparatory  to  making  an  attack  upon  my  right  flank,  and 
seeing  my  position  would  soon  become  a  critical  one,  I  ordered  the 
twenty^first  North  Carolina  and  twenty-first  Georgia  regiments  and 
first  North  Carolina  battalion  back  to  the  railroad,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Harper,  with  orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last,  and  ordered  the 
fifteenth  Alabama  and  twelfth  Georgia  regiments  back  to  the  en- 
trenchments at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  all  of  which  was  done  effectu- 
ally and  promptly,  and  with  a  very  slight  loss.  My  loss  in  this  charge 
ana  fallins  back,  was  only  two  men  killed  and  about  thirty  wounded, 
most  of  which  were  very  slight.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott^ was  killed 
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while  falling  back  to  the  woods.  He  acted  most  gallantly^  and  did' 
his  duty  noUj.  I  held  my  position  in  the  railroad,  and  at  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  until  Monday  morning,  15th,  at  which  time  I  waa  re- 
lieved by  Gen.  D.  H.  HilPs  troops.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  cf 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command ;  all  did  their  duty  nobly,  and 
went  into  the  fight  with  a  spirit  of  determination,  and  it  would  be  do- 
ing injustice  to  note  any  one  particularly.  Captain  A.  Hoffman,  act- 
ting  ordnance  officer,  was  of  great  service  to  me  upon  the  field.  My 
tabular  report  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  sent  im.  The  Te]K>rt  of 
the  action  of  the  battery  attached  to  this  brigade  will  be  made  by 
Captain  Latimer,  who  was  acting  chief  of  artillery  on  that  day. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  F.  HOKE, 
/  Colonel  commanding  Brig^de^ 

Official  copy : 

S.  Half.,  Acting  AsshtoTit  Adjutant  Gemral. 
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REPORT    OF    COLONEL    WALKER,    COMMANDING    BRI- 
GADE. 

Headquarters  Sarlt's  Brigadr,  > 
I  December  26th,  1863.      ) 

Major  8.' Hale, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  Earlj's  brigade  in  the 
battle  near.  Fredericksburg,  on  the  13th  instant : 

We  were  placed  in  position  by  General  Early,  commanding  divis- 
ion, in  the  second  line  of  battle,  supporting  A.  P.  Hill's  division. 
The  action  had  not  continued  over  half  an  hour,  before  I  received  an 
order  from  General  Early  (through  Major  Wilson,  volunteer  aid,)  to 
advance  fit  double-quick,  as  the  enemy  had  cut  their  way  through  the 
first  line,  and  were  advancing.  I  put  the  brigade  in  motion,  and  met 
the  enemy  about  the  middle  of  the  woods,  but  they  fell  back  as  we 
came  up,  and  we  continued  to  press  them  closely,  driving  them  across 
the  railroad,  and  following  them  some  distance  beyond  into  the  open 
field.  When  we  reached  the  railroad  there  was  no  support  on  our  left, 
and  a  large  column  of  Federal  infantry  were  moving  across  the  raiU 
road,  about  four  hundred  yards  to  our  left,  and  entering  the  woods. 
Fearing  to  advance  further  to  our  front,  I  drew  my  command  back 
to  ^he  railroad  and  held  that  position,  after  detailing  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Terrill,  with  the  thirteenth  Virginia,  to  deploy  his  regiment  on 
our  left  flank,  and  directing  him  to  advance  under  cover  of  the  tim- 
ber to  engage  the  enemy's  column  on  our  left  upon  the  flank.  This 
was  done  promptly,  and  Thomas'  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  en- 
giTging  th^m,  in  front  about*the  same  time,  they  fell  back  in  good  or- 
der, but  Marcely  firing  a  gun  in  their  retreat.  The  two  fires  told 
severely  upon  them,  as  the  large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  left  on 
that  part  of  the  field. clearly  showed.  After  this  column  of  the  en- 
emy fell  back,  there  w^s  for  some  time  no  body  of  their  troops  in 
sight,  but  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  give  up  the  advantage  of  our 
position  by  advancing  in  pursuit  over  the  open  plain,  I  continued  to 
hold  the  railroad  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening  without  any  mo- 
lestation from  the  enemy,  further  than  by  forming  a  fresh  line  of 
troops  in  sight,  but  out  of  our  range,  and  throwing  out  skirmishers, 
who  kept  up  a  straggling  fire  until  night.  After  dark,  I  left  pickets 
on  the  railroad,  and  withdrew  my  command  back  into  the  woods  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning,  we  were  relieved  by  Pazton's  brigade  and 
joined  the  division. 

Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  in  killed  and  wounded. 
I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  admiration  for  the  manner  in 
which  this  brigade  performed  its  duty,  and  the  galUntj;^  ^^  bravery 
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fxhibited  by  both  officers  and  men.  I  had  no  trouble  in  getting  tlieTn 
to  fight^  bat  a  good  deal  to  get  them  to  stap,  when  in  my  opinion  it 
-was  imprudent  to  go  further. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.   A.  WALKER, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade, 
Official  copy : 

S.  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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BEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HAYS. 

Headquarters  First  Louisiana  Brigade^  > 
December  19,  1862.      > 

To  Major  Hale, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Major  :  On  arri^ng  at  Hamilton's  Grossing,  on  the  Richmond  and 
Predoricksburg  railroad,  Saturday,  the  13th  instant;  about  ten 
o'clock,  I  proceeded  to  place  my  brigade,  according  to  orders,  in 
line  of  battle,  with  my  right  resting  on  the  railroad  and  the  line  ex- 
tended on  the^road  leading  to  Spotsylvania  Court-House.  Here  I 
was  directed  to  remain,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  shelter  afforded 
by  the  hills  on  the  north. 

A  short  while  before  noon  an  order  was  conveyed  to  me  to  advance 
in  line,  through  the  woods,  towards  the  front.  I  accordingly  put  my 
line  in  motion..  While  advancing,  I  was  informed  of  the  existence  of 
a  ditch  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlooking  tiie  river  bottom,  and 
directed  to  occupy  it  as  a  riiBe-pit.  But,  on  reaching  the  place,  I  , 
discovered  other  troops  in  possession  of  the  ditch,  and  accordingly 
halted  my  line  a  few  yards  in  their  rear,  in  readiness  to  advance  in 
support.  In  this  position  I  continued  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
the  night  following.  • 

The  next  morning,  the  14th  instant,  at  dawn,  my  brigade  was 
moved  Several  hundn^d  yards  to  the  left,  on  a  line  with  the  ditch 
above  referred  to,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  General  Paxton's  brig- 
ade, then  occupying  the  railroad.  While  .in  this  position,  I  was 
directed  to  send  a  regiment  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  line  along  the  rail- ' 
road,  between  the  brigades  of  General  Faxton  and  General  Trimble, 
then  commanded  by  Colonel  Hoke.  The  seventh  Louisiana  regiment 
was  sent  to  complete  this  line.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  con- 
tinned  to  occupy  the  line  indicated  during  Sunday,  the  14th  instant, 
and  the  night  succeeding. 

In  the  morning  following,  the  15th  instant,  I  resumed  my  original 
place,  near  Hamilton's  Grossing,  and  there  remained  until  the  1 6th 
instant,  when  I  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  line  in  rear  of  the  batteries 
posted  on  the  hill,  with  my  right  resting  on  the  railroad.  I  had 
barely  reached  my  position,  when,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  being 
discovered,  I  was  ordered  back  to  the  crossing,  and,  in  a  short 
time  thereafter,  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Royal.  * 

My  loss,  amounting  to  nine  killed,  forty -four  wounded,  and  one 
missing,  was  inflicted  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  while  advancing  in 
line,  on  the  ISth  instant,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front. 

I  have  to  commend,  the  zealous  promptness  of  officers  and  men  in 
obeying  my  orders,  and  the  earnest  desire  they  evinced  to  meet  the 
enemy.     And,  I  am  happy  to  add^  there  was  less  sttagrUng  diiring 
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tbe  sereral  days  of  the  recent  engagements,  than  I  hare  ever  knowi. 
To  Captain  Nf^  and  Lieutenant  Macon,  of  my  staff,  I  am  indelilei 
for  the  cheerful  discharge  of  their  respective  daties. 

HARRY  T.  HATS, 
Brigadier  General  command^. 
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REPORT    OF     COLONEL  ,  KENNEDY    COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Second  South  CAROLfNA  REdfMENTy  > 

December  W),  1882.      5 

Captain  C.  H.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Kershaw's  Brigade  : 

Captain  :  Betireen  twelve  and  one  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  ISth 
ultimo,  Lieutenant  Dwight,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  ordered  me  to 
take  ipy  regiment,  the  second,  and  the  eighth,  Captain  Stackhonse, 
to  the  support  of  General  Cobb,  on  the  telegraph  road.  I  moved  out, 
left  in  front,  the  eighth  following.  In  rear  of  the  extreme  right  bat* 
tery  of  Colonel  Walton's  artillery  (on  Fuller's  Hill)  I  halted  the 
second  regiment  until  Captain  Stackhouse  closed  up.  I  then  moved  the 
two  regiments  into  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  wood,  (in  which  I  had  halted,) 
fronted,  and  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  making  the  eighth  the  battal- 
ion of  direction,  and  obliquing  to  the  Tight,  so  as  throw  the  two  com- 
mands between  the  two  wght  batteries  of  thc^  Washington  artillery 
(Colonel  Walton's)  on  the  hill  and  the  Marye  house.  The  fire  of  shell 
and  small  arms  was  terrific,  raking  the  whole  field.  The  men  moved 
forward  in  fine  style,  obeying  promptly  every  command  issued.  When 
I  arrived  at  the  crest  ef  the  hill  I  gave  the  command  <*  doable-quick," 
and  moved  the  two  regiments  to  the  stone  fence  on  the  telegraph  road 
where  General  Cobb  was  posted.  One  volley  was  fired  before  reach- 
ng  it,  and  that  by  the  eighth  regiment.  The  eighth  regiment,  sup- 
ported a  portion  of  General  Cobb's  brigade,  to  the  right,  and  the 
second  was  disposed  as  follows :  three  companies  on  the  left  of  the 
eighth,  one  company  and  the  half  of  another  at  the  small  house  #Bar 
the  centre  of  General  Cobb's  line,  (where  General  Kershaw  made  his 
headquarters,)  three  companies  and  a  half  to  the  left  of  this  house, 
behind  a  stone  wall,  in  rear  of  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment. 
Captain  Fulliam,  with  his  company,  came  up  shortly  after  this  dispo- 
sition of  my  command,  and  was  sent  to  a  stone  fence,  where  the  Philips' 
legion  (of  General  Col^b's  brigade)  was  posted,  to  the  left  of  the 
twAity-fourth  Georgia,  and,  although  later  in  the  action  than  the  rest 
of  my  regiment,  (having  failed  to  hear  the  order  to  move  out  of  the 
trenches,)  did  fine  execution.  The  action  continuing  until  after  dark, 
advance  after  advance  of  the  foe  was  repelled.  The  whole  regiment 
acted  with  cool  daring  and  high  courage ;  men  never  did  their  duty 
more  thoroughly.  -My  position  being  in  the  centre,  I  appointed  Cap- 
tain Wallace  to  superintend  the  operation  of  the  left  wing,  and  Captain 
Leitner  Hhe  three  companies  on  the  right.  I  gave  my  attention  to 
the  operations  of  both,  and  of  the  centre.  These  officers  deserve 
notice  for  their  deliberative,  prompt  execution  of  every  order.  Major 
Gaill^rd  was  slightly  wounded  in  'advancing  across  the  field,  com- 
manding the  second  South  Carolina  regiment,  (I,  acting  as  commander 
of  both  battalions,  the  second  and  eighth.)      Shortly  after  reaching 
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the  stone  Wftll,  General  Kershaw  detailed  him  to  convey  some  order, 
and,  in  executing  the  commission,  he  was  wounded  in   the  foot  and 
compelled  to  leave  the  field.      Thus  I  was  deprived  of  his  valaable 
assistance,  and  the  regiment  of  that  gallant  bearing  which  he  has  ex- 
hibited on  so  many  fields.     Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wallace,  acting 
as  field  officer,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly ;    he  elicited  the  highest 
admiration,  and  is  deserving  of  special  mention.      No  braver  maa 
ever  trod  the  field  of  battle.    Captain  Cothbert's  company  had  been  de- 
ployed to  the  right  of  the  creek  early  in  the  morning,  and  remaining 
until  after  dark,  doing  execution  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.       The 
exalted  courage,  enthusiasm  and  chivalric  daring  of  its  oommaading 
officer  are  always  guarantees  of  its  good  success.     Lieutenants  Elliott 
and  Fishbum,  of  this  company,  were  wounded,  gallantly  dischaiging 
their  duty.     Captains  Pulliam,   Moore;   Cunningham,  Graham,  and 
Xieutenants  Maxwell,  Brown,  Perry  and  Wallace,  commanding  com* 
panies,  and  their  lieutenants,  all  acted  with  conspicubus  bravery,  and 
deserve  my  thanks  fotr  their  hearty  co-operation.      It  is  uselees  to 
mention  individual  instances  of  courage,   they  are  too  numerous; 
suffice  it  to  say,  the  regiment  never  acted  with  more  coolness.     Adju- 
tant, Sill  was  of  every  assistance  tome,  and  exhibited  great  gallantry. 
Mr..  B.  Moses,  of  company  D,  acting  as  orderly  to  me,  bore  himself 
well,  but  was  disabled  before  reaching  the  wall  and  compelled  to  retire. 
S.  P.  Boozer,  of  company  F,  acting  as  same,  coolly  conveyed  several 
orders  to  difiisrent  parts  of  the  regiment,  and  was  wounded  by  my 
side.     His.  demeanor  was  inspiriting.      Captain  Stackhouse,  while 
under  my  command,  (which  was  until  General  Kershaw  reached  the 
.stone  wall  and  assumed  command,)  acted  deliberately  and  commanded 
-his  men  with  success  and  bravery.     Number  of  officers  and  men  car- 
ried into  action,  three  hundred  and  fifty.     Officers  killed,  none;  men 
killed,  six.     Officers  wounded,  seven ;  men  wounded,  fifty-five.     Total 
kiMed  and  wounded,  sixty-two. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  d;  KENNEDY; 
Cohnd  commanding  second  S.  C  F. 
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Hi^ADQUARTERS  LaWTOn's  BrIOADE, 

Near  Port  Boyal,  Fa.,  Dec.   19,  1862. 

lajor  S.  Hale, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

^Iajor:  On  the  13th  instant,  aboat  nine  o^olook,  A.  M.,  Lawton^a 
brigade.  Colonel  £.  N.  Atkinson  commanding,  was  fonned  in  line  of. 
cattle  in  a  wood'  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  west  of  the  railroad, 
i early  opposite  Hamilton's  Grossing,  below  Fredericksburg,  Virginia, 
lie  right  resting  on  the  left  of  another  brigade  of  Eweli's  division, 
:.be  thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  J.  M.  Smith  commanding,  being  the 
extreme  right,  and  successiyely  towards  the  left  the  sixtieth  Georgia, 
(^Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,)  sixty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  J.  H.  Lamar,) 
thirty-eighth     Georgia,    (Captain    William    McLeod,)     thirty-first 
(Jreorgia,  (Colonel  C.  A.  Evans^)  and  the  twenty-sixth  Georgia,  (Cap- 
tain Grace,)  being  six  regiments,  numbering  about  two  thousand  rank 
and  file.    'While  thus  resting  in  line  the  shells  of  the  enomy  fell  upon 
the  regiments  on  the  right,  wounding  several,  but  was  borne  without 
iiinching  by  men  who,  in  many  engagements,  have  proren  themselvefl 
not  deficient  in  courage  or  patriotism.     About  half-past  one  o'clock 
the  brigade  was  ordered  forward,  and  all  the  regiments  advanced  ^ 
once,  in  line,  except  the   thirteenth  Georgia.     The  failure  of  this 
regiment  to  move  at  the  proper  time  is  subject  to  the  following  ex- 
planation :  While  in  line  this  regiment  rested  upon  the  slope  of  a 
hill  intervening  between  it  and  the  other  regiments,  which  prevented 
Colonel  Smith  from  observing,  at  the  time,  the  forward  movement  of 
the  brigade,  and  receiving  no  order  to  advance,  our  line  passed  Ait 
of  sight  before  he  was  aware  that  he  had  been  left  behind.     Receiving 
orders,  communicated  by  vourself  soon  afterwards,  he  advanced  to 
rejoin  the  brigade,  but  was  too  late  to  participate  in  the  action.     Sub- 
sequently, being  ordered  to  join  Colonel  Hoke,  commanding  Trimble's 
brigade,  he  placed  his  regiment  in  a  trench  near  the  edge  of  the  field, 
on  Colonel  Hoke's  left,,where  he  remained  until  Monday  morning. 
In  the  meantime,  the  brigade  moving  forward  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards.  Captain  Grace,  commanding  the  twenty-sixth  Georgia,  on  ' 
the  left,  encountered  the  enemy,  being  apprised  of  their  proximity  to 
him  by  a  volley  poured  into  his  ranks,  which  for  a  moment  checked 
hie  advance.    But  quickly  recovering,  the  regiment  delivered  its  fire, 
reloaded,  and,  advancing,  drove  the  enemy  before  them  through  the 
woods.    Having  encountered  the  enemy  so  soon  they  became  for  the 
time  separated  from  the  brigade,  and  on  reaching  the  ditch  which 
skirted  the  edge  of  the  w6od6,  they  observed  the  remaining  regiments 
far  out  on  the  plain.     Here  Captain  Grace  was  directed  to  halt  his 
command,  and  not  advance  into  the  open  field.    The  remaining  four 
regiments,  consisting  of  the  sixtieth  Georgia,  (Colonel  Stiles,)  sixty- 
first  Georgia,  (Colonel    Lamar,)    thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Captain 


512 

McLeod^)  &nd  thirty-firtt  Georgia,  (Colonel  Evans,)  paafaing  aheai?, 
;Game  upon  the  enemy  in  a  minute  of  time  after  they  were  first  en- 
oouniered  by  Captain  Grace,  receiving  their  fire  withont  prodaciog 
scarcely  a  perceptible  check,  fired  in  return,  and,  with  load  cheers, 
dashed  forward.     From  this  time  the  contest  consisted  of  bat  a  series 
of  temporary  haits  made  by  the  enemy,  on]y  to  be  driven  away  froc 
their  positions.     At  the  railroad  the  enemy  made  their  raoat  deter- 
mined resistance,  and  for  a  few  minutes  poured  a  heavy  fire  into  our  line. 
Seeing  that  a  charge  was  the  most  efibctual  plan  to  dislodge  them,  the 
order  was  given,  and  so  rapidly  aocomplished  that  many  of  the  enemj 
were  captured,  and  a  few,  in  their  attempts  to  get  away,  received  the 
.application  of  tlie  bayonet.     As  an  incident  of  the  battle,  I  desire  to 
jBtate  that  one  of  the  enemy,  after  surrendering,  leveled  his  gaa  to  fire  at 
.our  passing  line,  but  a  bajonet  thrust  from  the  hands  of  Captain  W.  D. 
Wood,  of  iho  thirty-firat  Georgia,  prevented  the  intended  barbarism.  At 
.this  part  of  the  railroad  a  short  neck  of  woods  juts  out  into  the  plain : 
flo  that  on  our  right  and  left  wece  the  open  field,  while  before  the  line 
(lay  this  neck  of  thickly  msatted  woods.     Under  its  skelter  the  eaemj 
fled^  pursued  by  these  fpur  regiments  with  so  mudi  precipitaticHi  that 
both  parties  entered  the  ditches  beyond  almost  together.     At  the 
railroad  and  in  these  ditches  a  large  number  of  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured and  sent  to  the  rear,  among  whoa  was  one  colonel  and  aeveral 
officers  of  minor  grade,     A  battery  posted  to  the.  left,  on  a  hill  abou: 
two  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  last  ditches  referred  to,  tempted 
idle  troops  still  further  into  the  field,  firing  as  they  advanced  toward 
it  upon  men  and  horses  with  such  effect  as  to  cause  a  portion  <^  the 
battery  to  be  withdrawn  and  the  remainder  to  be  abandoned.     The 
prise  was  virtually  in  the  hands  of  these  gallant  men,  being  abandoned 
and  within  seventy-five  yards  of  the  place  where  they  stood,  but  at 
this  moment  a  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  advanced  on  our  right  flank, 
(%u:ned  since  to  have  been  General  Birney's  division,)  and  seeing 
that  all  had  been  accomplished  which  wfis  in  the  power  of  these  men 
to  do,  I  communicated  to  them  the  order  to  retire  to  the  protection  of 
the  woods.     In  the  heat  of  the  contest  these  four  regiments  may  hare 
<<  gone  too  far,"  but  brave  men  in  that  important  struggle  feel  that 
they  scarcely  went  fzx  enough.     Colonel  Atkinson,  in  oommand  of 
the  brigade,  participating  fully  in  the  enthjisiasm  of  the  charge,  ^as 
wounded  in  the  arm,  above  the  elbow,  soon  after  entering  the  field, 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.     Colonel  Lamar,  woanded  by 
having  a  part  of  one  of  his  fingers  shot  off",  retired  from  the  ground ; 
and  Major  McCarthy  succeeded  to  the  command,  leading  the  regimeni 
into  «the  open  plain,  assisted  by  Captain  Peter  Brennam.     G(dond  W. 
H.  Stiles,  commanding  his  regiment  through  the  entire  fight,  I  hafe 
the  pleasure  to  state,  did  his  duty,  and  did  it  well.    I  cannot  forbear 
to  mention,  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise,  the  heroism  of  Ci^ptain  £. 
P.  Lawtbn,  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  advance  until  near  the  close  y>f  the  fight,  when  he  receifed 
a  dangerous  wound,  and  was  unavoidably  left  in  the  opan  plain,  where 
he  fell.     Cheering  on  the  men,  leading  this  regiment,  or  restoring  the 
line  of  another,  encouraging  officers,  he  was  everywhere  aloeg  the 
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whole  Hue,  the  brarest  MBong  the  brsye.  Jast  mn  the  foor  regiiaeal 
emeifed'frofn  the  neek  of  iroods  referred  tft,  hie  horee  was  shot  fro! 
onder  him^  and»  in  falling,  00  far  disabled  him  that  thoasands  leas  ardei 
or  determined  would  have  feh  justified  in  leaving  the  field ;  but  limj 
ing  on,  he  rejoined  the  line  again  in  their  advance  towards  the  batter 
but  soon  received  the  wound  with  which  he  fell.  It  is  gratifying  1 
me  to  be  able  to  record  that  officers  and  men  generally  behaved  wit 
the  courage  charaoteristio  of  the  southern  soldier,  continuing  for  tl 
brigade  a  well  deserved  .reputation;  The  report  of  casualties  wi 
testify  how  severe  the  fire  was  through  which  these  brave  men  peiS8< 
in  driving  the  enemy  before  them.-  The  Staunton  artillery,  con 
manded  by  Lientenaut  A.  W.  Garber,  (attached  to  this  brig^e,)  1 
half-past  four  o'clock,  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of  oar  lino 
and  was  actively  engaged  on  the  plain  about  two  hours,  when  tf 
batteries  of  the  enemy  ceased  firing.  The  officers  and  men  behave 
with  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Garber  had  his  horse  sh* 
from  ander  him  during  the  engagement,  but  suffered  no  loss  of  fa 
men.  I  am  extremely  gratified  to  mention  that  by  the  activity  of  3n 
geon  George  F.  Cooper,  senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  alAough  wit 
liiailed  transportation,  our  numerous  wounded  received  prompt  a 
tsntion, 

I  have  the  honor  "^  be,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  EVANS, 
Cobmd  camnwniing  Brigade. 
OiBcial  eopy : 

B.  Hale,  A.  A.  A.  Gentrd, 


SS 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PENDER. 

Headquarters  Pender's  Brigade,  Dec.  20,  1868. 

Major  General  A.  P.  Hill, 

Commanding  Light  Division: 

Oeheral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
jMtft  taken  by  mj  brigade  in  the  fight  of  December  14th,  before . 
Fredericksbnrg : 
I  was  placed  in  position  Friday  morning,  early,  on  the  eztreme  left 
'  of  the  division,  in  a  skirt  of  wood,  wher<$  we  had  no  protection,  nor 
conld  have,  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Two  batteries  were  placed  in 
my  front;  the  right  one  commanded  by  Captain  Davidson,  who,  I 
will  here  state,  acted  throughout  with  the  greatest  judgment,  cooltieae 
and  bravery.  Friday  was  taken  up  by  slight  skirmish  firing,  and 
now  and  then  a  slight  artillery  duel.  Saturday  morning  we  were 
engaged  in  the  same  manner.  In  the  afternoon,  however,  when  the 
enemy  advanced  on  the  right,  they  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire  of 
artillery  upon  the  batteries  in  my  front,  playing  upon  them  from  the 
front  and  right,  from  at  least  four  batteries.  This  fire  was  ipoat  de- 
structive to  my  men.  At  about  this  time  a'lieavy  line  of  skirmiahors 
advanced  within  range  of  Captain  Davidson's  battery  and  kept  up  a 
hot  fire  upon  him.  One  of  their  balls,  at  this  time,  killed  my  aid, 
Lieutenant  Sheppard,  while  he  was  very  gallantly  and  coolly  trying 
to  rally  some  men  who  had  broken  on  our  right  and  were  making  to 
the  rear.  These  skirmishers  became  so  annoying  that  additional 
companies  had  to  be  thrown  out,  under  the  efficient  Major  Cole,  to 
drive  them  back,  which  he  did,  and  held  them  in  check  long  after  hia 
ammunition  had  given  out.  Colonel  McElroy,  with  his  regiment,  the 
sixteenth  North  Carolina,  had  been  placed,  early  in  the  morning, 
neir  the  railroad  cut  and  in  front  of  the  left  battery,  which  this  day 
consisted  of  some  rifle  pieces;  under  Captain  Latimer — as  brave  a 
soldier  as  I  ever  saw — to  support  it.  He  was  here  much  exposed, 
being  far  in  advance  of  the  general  line,  with  hia  left  totally  nnpro- 
tected,  but  with  the  ravine  of  Deep  Run  to  cover  the  movement  of 
the  enemy  on  his  left.  After  the  heat  of'  the  action  on  the  right,  the 
enemy  advanced  a  brigade  up  Deep  Run,  throwing  one  regiment 
somewhat  in  advance,  which  so  sheltered  itself  behind  the  tr^es  aa  to 
get  near  enough  to  take  an  officer  and  fifteen  men  of  the  aixteendi 
prisoners,  who  were  pr6tecting  the  left  flank' of  their  regiment  This 
left  the  regiment  to  be  raked  by  a  fire  down  the  railroad  track.-  The 
Colonel  drew  his  regiment  back  to  the  ditch  and  held  his  ground,  until 
General  Law  sent  forward  two  regiments  to  its  assistance ;  these  three 
then  charged  the  enemy,  driving  them  from  the  railroad  cift  aad 
across  the  fields,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  their  batteries.  Owing 
to  a  great  many  of  Colonel  McElroy's  men  not  having  cartridge-boxee, 
they  got  out  of  ammunition ;  but,  getting  into  the  ditch  and  dividing 
them,  they  maintained-  their  ground.  The-  officers  and  men  oC  my 
brigade  behaved  throughout  as  welf  as  I  could  have  desired  them. 
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la  coneluflion,  I  beg  laare  to  commend  the  effioienej  of  first  Xiea- 
tenant  T.  T.  Kirkland,  ordnance  officer  and  acting  assistant  ^adjutant 
general,  and  Mr.  John  Young,  volnnteer  aid-de-camp.  These  gen- 
tlemm  were  greatly  ezpoeed  during  the  two  days  we  were  in  advance, 
but  were  always  at  their  post.  In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Shdppard 
I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  brave  and  promising  young  officer. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  PBNDBR, 
Bx^adier  Oeneral. 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  IN  PENDER'S  BRIGADE. 


BlGIMSNT. 

KiLum. 

WOUHBU. 

1 

1- 

Officers. 

Men. 

Offioen. 

Men. 

Staff 

1* 

I 

Tairt«enth  North  CaroliAa^.... 

7 
4 

1 
2 

4 
8 
2 

2 

1 

26 
40 
42 
16 
18 

87 

Sixt^onth  North  Carolina ••«...... 

2 

64 

Twentr-seeoiid  North  GarolinftM 

46 

ThirtTafourih  North  CaroliBftM*.* 

19 

Thirtv-eiffhth  North  Carolina 

'14 

.... 

* 

Qrand  total 

8 

14 

17 

188 

170 

♦Lieutenant  Sh«ppard,  aid-de-camp,  killed. 
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REPORT    OF    COLONEL    HAMILTON,    COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 


'   Bivouac  on  RAPFAHAirirocK  Riter, 
Etadqtmrhrs  Seemd  Brigade,  A.  P.  HilPs  Light  Division 

December  82,  1862 


ion  A 


Major  R.  C.  Morgan,  A.  A.  G,: 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  have 
the  honor,  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  of  the  regimental  com- 
manders of*  this  brigade.  After  the  unfortunate  fall  of  Brigadier 
General  Maxcy  Gregg,  I  assumed  command  of  the  second  brigade. 
I  have  but  little  to  add  to  my  report  as  regimental  commander  of  the 
first  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  beyond  mentioning  th\t, 
so  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  I  was  in  command  of  General  Gregg's 
brigade,  I  mounted  a  horse  standing  near  and  rode  down  the  lines, 
in&rming  the  commanders  of  regiments  that  I  was  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  and  cautioning  the  soldiers  of  the  brigade  to  remain  quiet 
and  steady  under  the  severe  fire  of  shells,  which  were  falling  along 
the  line  which  we  occupied,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  their  cour- 
age and  steadiness  were  of  the  highest  character.  The  brigade,  except 
my  own  regiment,  first  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Orr^a  rifle 
regiment,  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy,  as  they  retired  under  the 
fire  from  my  own  regiment,  no  doubt  accelerated  by  their  finding 
themselves  at  the  mercy  of  the  second  brigade,  which  had  faced  aboot, 
and,  in  an  advance  a  few  yards  beyond,  their  entire  flank  would  have 
been  exposed  to  a  severe  and  raking  fire.  Brigadier  General  Pax- 
ton^s  brigade  came  up  after  I  had  driven  the  enemy  off*,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  they  were  engaged  at  all  with  them  at  or  near  my  position. 
I  understand  that  General  Early's  brigade,  under  command  of  Colo* 
nel  Walker,  passed  the  left;  of  the  second  brigade  and  marched  to  the 
front ;  but,  as  I  was  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  at  this  time,  and  in 
thick  woods,  I  did  not  see  it  myself.  Shortly  after  this,  by  order 
from  G^eneral  A.  P.  Hill,  I  moved  the  brigade  forward  as  a  support 
to  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  and  found  him  occupying  the  line  of  tho 
railroad.  The  enemy  were  drawn  out  in  line  of  battle  some  six 
hundred  yards  distant  from  the  railroad,  but,  beyond  advancing  their 
skirmishers,  made  no  forward  movement.  At  dark  an  order  came 
from  Lieutenant  General  Jackson,  ordering  an  advance  of  the  whole 
line.  I  accordingly  advanced  to  the  railroad,  which  I  still  found 
held  by  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  who  had  received  no  such  order,  »a 
Colonel  Walker  informed  me.  Shortly  after  my  reaching  the  raiU 
road,  a  message  was  sent  to  tne,  through  Colonel  MeGowan,  four- 
teenth  South  Carolina  regiment,  from  one  of  Lieutenant  General 
Jackson's  staff,  countermanding  the-  order  for  a  general  advance  of 
the  line.  I  accordingly  marched  the  brigade  back  to  the  position 
which  it  had  held  during  the  day,  where  we  bivonacked  for  the  night. 

I  desire  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  Sergeant  Pratt^  company 
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B,  Orr'a  regiment  rifles,  who  had  rallied  a  squad  of  his  coaipany  after 
his  regiment  had  been  broken  and  driven  off  by  th"^  enemy,  and  came 
to  me  and  asked  me  to  assign  him  a  position,  which  I  did,  on  the 
right  of  my  own  regiment.  .  Nothing  of  moment  oconrred  after  this 
day's  (13th)  engagement.  The  brigade  snffered  severely,  consider- 
ing that  only  two  regiments  were  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
Lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  three  hopdred  and  sizty- 
threCi  have  been  already  forwarded  to  yon. 

I  am.  Major,  yery  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAMILTON, 
Ooknd  commanding  Sseand  Brigade,  Lig/U  Divinan. 


0' 
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BEPORl^  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ARCHER. 


Headquarters  Archer's  Brigade^       a 

A.  P.  mW$  UgU  Division,  [ 

December  20,  1862.      > 

To  Major  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Light  Division  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  hoBor  to  submit  tho  foUowiag  report  of  the  ope- 
rations of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

On  arriving  from  sick  leave  Saturday  morning,  I  found  my  brigi^e 
posted  in  the  edge  of  a  vfooi  before  Bemard^s  house,  overlooking  the 
plain  through  wbich  the  railroad  and  Bowling  Green  turnpike  pas«. 
the  former  at  a  distance  from  my  front  of  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  the  latter  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  my  left 
resting  where  the  wood  extends  forward  to  the  front  to  a  point  beyond 
the  railroad.  General  Lane^s  brigade  was  on  my  left,  with  an  inter* 
val  of  sn)out  six  hundred  yards  between  us,  while  (as  I  was  informed) 
General  Gregg's  brigade  was  immediately  behind  the  interval,  close 
enough  to  prevent  my  being  flanked.  On  my  right  I  found  Lieuten- 
:ant  Colonel  Walker,  with  fifteen  pieces  of  light  artillery,  supported 
by  Colonel  Brockeobrough's  brigade.  As  the  fog  cleared  away»  the 
enemy  was  seen  advancing  from  the  Bowling  Green  road,  and  a  little 
after  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  several  batteries  were  brought  forward  and 
placed  in  position  about  one  thousand  yards  from  us,  which  >? ere  fired 
on  by  some  of  our  batteries,  far  off  to  tbe  right,  and  with  which  they 
carried  on  a  brisk  exchange  of  shots  for  about  an  hour,  occasionally 
throwing  shell  into  the  wood  where  I  was  posted.  About  half^past 
ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  they  turned  all  their  guns  on  our  position,  and, 
after  thifty  or  forty  minutes'  severe  shelling,  their  lines  of  infantry 
formed  and  advanced  rapidly  to  the  attack.  When  they  had  arrived 
near  enough,  I  perceived  them  massing  in  front  of,  and  entering  the 
point  of  wood  which  I  have  before  mentioned  as  projecting  on  my  left, 
beyond  the  railroad,  and  immediately  sent  my  ordnance  officer.  Lieu* 
tenant  Lemmon,  to  warn  General  Gregg  that* it  was  time  for  him  to 
move  forward  into  the  interval  between  Lane's  and  my  brigade,  to 
prevent  my  being  flanked.  Shortly  after,  fearing  that  General  Gregg 
might  be  too  late,  I  drew  out  the  right  battalion  (fifth  Alabama)  ^nd 
ordered  it  to  tho  left.  When  the  enemy  in  my  front  arrived  near  the 
railroad,  my  brigade  opened  a  rapid  and  destructive  fii'cfiupon  them, 
which  soon  checked  their  career,  and.  forced  them  to  retire  and  take 
shelter  in  the  railroad  track,  from  which «they  kept  up  a  desultory  fire 
upon  our  line. .  In. the  meantime,  the  column  whio^h  had  entered  the 
point  of  wood  on  my  left  succeeded  in  passing  round  my  left  flank 
and  attacked  the  nineteenth  Georgia  and  foorteeath  Tennessee  in  rear 
and  flank.    These  regiments  were  compelled  to  retire,  leaving  aboot 
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one  handred  and  sixty  pfisonerB  in  the  enemy's  hands.  The  greater 
part  of  the  seventh  Tennessee  also,  seeing  the  regiments  on  theirleft 
give  way  and  hearing  the  cry  that  the  enemy  was  in  their  rear,  left 
the  trenches  in  disorder.  The  first  Tennessee,  together  with  Lien- 
tenants  Timberlake,  Foster,  Wilmoath  and  Baird,  of  the  seventh  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  portion  of  the  latter  regiment,  held  its  ground  gallantly, 
andy  after  its  ammanition  was  exhausted,  charged,  under  Lieutenant 
Col.  George,  (Col.  Turney  having  been  severely  wounded  early  in  the 
action,)  across  the  railroad  track,  with  Colonel  Hoke's  brigade,  of  Ear- 
ly's division,  and  returned  to  its  original  position  when  the  chaigc 
was  over. 

The  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  which  I  had  sent  from  the  right  to  aid 
in  opposing  the  enemy  on  the  left,  discharged  their  duty  faithfully, 
first  under  Major  Vandegraff,  and,  after  he  was  wounded,  under  Gap- 
tain  Stewart. 

After  sending  Lieutenant  Leromon,  I  also  sent  my  aid  de-camp, 
Lieutenant  Thomas,  tS  explain  the  urgency  of  the  case  to  G-eneral 
Gregg,  and  to  bring  down  another  brigade  in  support  of  my  front, 
which,  although  not  then  pressed  in  front,  had  nearly  exhausted  its 
ammunition. 

General  Gregg's  and  Lawton's  brigades  and  the  fifth  Ala- 
bama battalion  drove  back  the  enemy,  who  had  passed  Iny  flank, 
and  Colonel  Hoke,  in  command  of  Trimble's  brigade,  came  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood,  my  original  position,  which  I  still  maintained 
with  the  right  of  my  brigade,  but  with  empty  rifles  and  cartridge- 
boxes.  The  whole  line  then  charged  over  the  field  beyond  the  rail:- 
road.  When  it  returned  to  the  edge  of  the  wood  1  drew  back*  my 
troops  about  thirty  yards,  reformed  my  brigade  and  remained  in  sup- 
port of  the  front  line,  (Hoke's  brigade,  which  had  relieved  me  in  the 
trenches.) 

I  tal^e  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  attack  along  my  whole  front 
was  gallantly  and  successfully  repelled  by  my  brigade.  No  enemy 
ever  arrived  within  fifty  yards  of  my  front,  and  even  after  my  le^ 
was  broken  by  the  attack  in  rear  and  flank,  the  enemy  in  front  had 
been  so  sharply  repulsed  that  he  did  not  venture  to  come  again.  Offi- 
cers and  men  generally  acted  with  gallantry. 

-  Lieutenant  Z.  C.  Gunn,  fourteenth  Tennessee,  fell  in  the  most  gal- 
lant discharge  of  his  duty. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Hutchins,  of  the  nineteenth  Georgia,  mentions 
particularly  the  good  conduct  of  Captain  Mabry,  Lieutenants  W.  H. 
Johnson  and  M.  E^lwards,  Sergeant  Shell  and  Corporal  Bogan. 

Lieutenants  0.  H.  Thomas  and  George  Lemmon,  of  my  staff,  ren- 
dered me  gaflant  and  efiicient  service  throughout  the  action. 

My  loss  in  the  action  was  forty-  killed,  two  hundred  and  eleven 
wounded,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  missing,  supposed  to  Jiave  been 
captured. 

Among  the  wounded  were  Colonel  Turney,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
George  %nd  Major  Buchanan,  of  the  first  Tennessee ;  Captain  Tur- 
ney, the  senior* captain  of  the  first  Tennessee;  Major  Neil,  of  the* 
nineteenth  Georgia ;  Major  Vandegraff,  of  thep.|ft|i^yAlabama  bat- 


taBM|»  and  Mr.  Frank  Wotten,  volanteer  aid  on  my  staff,  the  latter 
toppoaed  to  be  mortally  woanded. 

Respectfallj  joar  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  General  comm4mding  Brigode. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LANE. 

HSADQUARTCBS    LaNE^S   BrIOAI>E,  > 

December  «3^  1862.      ] 

lajor  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjuicmi  General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
rpcrations  of  my  brigade  in  the  late  engagement  before  Frederickg- 
>urg: 

At  half  p.aflt  aix  o'clock,  on  the  mrming  of  the  12th,  we  left  our 
>iTouac  and  took  the  position  assigned  os  on  the  railroad,  mj  right 
cueing  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  left  of  the  small  piece 
3f  woods  beyond  the  track,  and  my  left  resting  on  a  dirt  road,  which 
crosses  the  railroad  near  the  point  where  it  maket  a  bend.     Several 
batteries  were  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  General  Pender  some  distance 
further  back,  my  left  nearly  covering  his  right.     When  I  had  made 
this  disposition  of  my  command  I  rode  to  the  right  of  General  Ar- 
cher's brigade,  which  was  posted  in  the  woods  some  four  hundred 
yards  from  the  railroad,  and  informed  Colonel  Turney,  irho  was  at 
that  time  commanding,  that  there  was  an  open  sp^ce  between  us  of  about 
six  hundred  yards.     I  also  informed  General  Gregg  of  this  opening  ; 
his  command,  which  was  to  have  been  my  support,  being  on  the  mili- 
tary road  opposite  this  opening,  and  some  five  or  six  hundred  yards 
from  the  Railroad.    I  subsequently  met  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  spoke 
to  him  of  our  relative  positions. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  on  ^Friday  and  Friday  night.    Saturday 
morning,  ^  ordered  the  seventh  and  eighteenth  regiments  beyond  the 
railroad  to  support  three  batteries,  which  had  been  placed  on  a  hill 
immediately  in  their  front.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill  at  once  approached 
the  captain  of  one  of  these  batteries,  told  him  he  would  insure  its 
safety  against  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  capture  it,  and 
that  he  must  let  him  know  when  he  wished  him  to  move  to  the  front. 
As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted,  heavy  skirmishing  commenced  along  my 
whole  line,  and  the  enemy  ^ere  seen  advancing.     Our  skirmishers, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Turner's  company,  on  the  left,  fell 
back.    Tho  batteries,  just  alluded  to,  theii  opened,  with  telling  effect^ 
and  checked  their  advance.     During  this  firing  Captain  Turner  with- 
drew his  company,  as  his  men  were  suffering,  and  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment.   Several  pieces  of   the  artillery,  after  firing  a  few  rounds, 
hurried  from  the  field,  saying  they  were  '^  choked."     On  intimation, 
from  one  of  the  captains  of  the  batteries.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill 
promptly  moved  his  regiment  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the 
enemy  and  delivered  a  volley  at  the  sharpshooters,  who  were  in  range; 
the  artillery  all  limbering  up  and  driving  to  the  rear.     The  seventh 
and  eighteenth  both  suffered  from   the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and,  at 
times,  from  their  sharpshooters.     About  two  hours  later  the  enemy 
idfiaced  in  strong   force  across  the  open  field  to   the  right  of  mj 
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front.  Colonel  Barber,  his  regiment  being  on  the  right,  infonne*! 
me,  through  Adjutant  Oates,  of  the  advance,  and  vished  to  know 
what  he  must  do  should  he  be  flanked.  On  being  ordered  to  hold  his 
position  as  long  as  possible,  he  deflected  his  three  right  cimpanies, 
and  formed  them  to  the  rear  at  right  angles  to  the  track.  I  at  oaee 
sent  my  courier,  Mr.  Shepperd,  to  inform  General  A,  P.  Hill  that  t'ue 
enemy  |.were  advancing  in  force  upon  the  opening,  Captain  Hawka 
having  been  previously  sent  to  apprize  him  that  their  Bkirmishsrs 
were  in  front  of  the  same.  £ight  regiments  were  seen  to  pass  to  my 
right,  and  another  to  move  "  by  the  right  flank  by  file  left"  between 
the  same  body  of  woods  and  the  fence  beyond  the  track.  This  last 
regiment  then  faced  by  the  rear  rank  and  opened  fire  upon  my  right. 
The  three  right  companies  of  the  thirty- seventh  became  hotly  engaged, 
and  General  GY^egg's  command  was  soon  after  encountered  on  the 
military  road.  Although  our  right  was  turned  by  such  a  large  force, 
our  position  was  deemed  too  important  to  be  given  up  without  a  blow, 
and  nobly  did  both  officers  and  men  await  the  approach  of  another 
large  force  along  our  entire  front.  As  this  force  was  concealed  from 
the  thirty-third,  eighteenth  anJl  seventh  regiments  by  the  hill,  about 
forty  yards  beyond  the  track,  they  were  c^tioned  to  reserve  their  fire. 
The  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh,  however,  had  open,  level 
ground  in  their  front,  and,  when  the  enemy  had  gotten  within  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  cur  line,  they  opened  a  terific  and  deadly 
fire  upon  them,  repulsing  their  first  and  second  lines,  and  checking 
the  third.  These  two  regiments  were  subjected  not  only  to  a  direct, 
tut  to  right  and  left  oblique  fires,  that  portion  of  the  encjiny'B  force 
behind  the  hill,  nearest  the  twenty-eighth,  firing  upon  them.  As 
soon  as  the  right  of  my  command  became  engaged  with  such  vn  over- 
whelming force,  I  despatched  Captain  Hawks  to  General  Gregg  for 
reinforcements,  with  instructions,  if  he  was  unable  to  send  them,  t^ 
apply  to  General  Thomas,  or  anybody  else  whom  he  might  see  in 
command  of  troops,  for  assistance.  My  whole  command  hel<]^  their 
ground  until  the  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh  had  fired  away  not 
only  their  own  ammunition,  but  that  of  their  dead  and  wounded, 
which,  in  some  cases,  was  handed  to  them  by  their  officers.  When 
these  two  regiments  had  ceased  firing,  the  enemy,  in  column,  doubled 
on  the  centre,  bore  down  in  mass  from  behind  the  hill  upon  the  left  ef 
the  twenty-eighth  and  right  of  the  thirty-third,  and  the  "power  of 
numbers  forced  them  entirely  across  the  railroad.**  The  twenty- 
eighth  and  thirty-seventh,  being  flanked  right  and  left,  fell  back  in 
an  orderly  manner,  and  were  resupplied  with  ammunition.  A  well 
directed  volley  from  the  thirty-third  checked  the  enemy  for  a  time,  and 
Colonel  Avery  ordered  a  charge,  but,  being  unsupported  on  his  right, 
he  countermanded  the  order  and  withdrew  his  regiment  into  the  woods, 
about  seventy-five  yards  from  the  railroad.  The  eighteenth  regiment 
then  fell  back  about  one  hundred  yards,  the  right  companies  firing 
into  the  foe  until  he  reached  the  woods  in  the  pursuit.  The  seventh, 
being  on  the  left,  fell  back  about  fifty  yards,  in  perfect  order.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  engagement  the  enemy's  artillery  played  upon 
the  woods  in  our  rear.     While  awaiting  reinforcaments;  I  seat  my 


id^  liieutenant  Lane,  to  tlie  left,  to  tell  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill,  if 
e  could  possibly  be  spared,  to  come,  to  the  assistance  of  my  right,  as 
;  was  heavily  pressed.  The  right,  however,  wad  forced  to  fall  back 
efore  the  order  could  be  delivered.  General  Thomas  came  to  my  as- 
istanee,  but  too  late  to  save  my  line*  He  encountered  the  enemy  in 
ue  edge  of  the  woods,  drove  them  back,  and,  with  the  eighteenth  and 
eventh  regiments  of  my  brigade  on  his  left,  chased  them  to  their 
rst  position.  The  thirty-third,  in  accordance  with  orders,  held  the 
position  in  the  woods  to  \Yhich  it  had  fallen  back,  until  I  could  move 
ip  the  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh,  when  all  again  resumed 
heir  positions  on  the  railroad.  That  night  the  whole  brigade  was 
aligned  on  the  track,  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  preparatory  to 
i  general  advance.  After  this  order  was  countermanded,  my  com- 
nand  rested  on  their  arms  until  morning,  when,  haviif^  already  been 
>Ti  duty  upwards  of  forty-eight  hours,  there  was  heavy  skirmishing 
ilong  my  whol?  front — a  number  of  men  being  killed  and  wounded. 
We  formed  a  portion  of  the  second  line  on  Monday,  and,  as  we  occu- 
pied an  exposed  position,  the  men -soon  construtcted  a  very  good  tem- 
porary breastworks  of  logs,'  bi^ush  and  dirt,  behind  which  they  rested 
until  Tuesday  morning,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
s^ll  recrossed  the  Rappahannock. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  Colonels  Avery, 
Barber,  Lowe  and  Purdie,'and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill.  They  all  com- 
manded their  regiments  with  bravery,  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 
Colonel  Purdie  was  slightly  wounded.  Colonel  Barber  received  a 
painful  wound  in  the  neck,  which,  for  a  time,  paralyzed  his  right 
arm,  but  he  reported  fo;r  duty  again  on  TuesSay. 

The  other  officers,  both  field  and  company,  generally  discharged 
their  duties  well. 

Colonel  Avery  alludes  in  high  terms  to  the  efficiency  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Cowan.  Colonel  Purdie,  in  his  report,  makes  an  unenviable 
allusion  to  one  of  his  officers,  name  not  given. 

The,  Yankee  wretches  dragged  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Peters,  company 
C,  thirty-seventh  regiment,  some  distance  by  the  legs,  after  he  had 
been  wounded  in  the  head  and  leg. 

The  men  of  the  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh  fpught  like  brave 
men,  long  and  well,  while  those  of  the  other  regiments  calmly  held 
their  positions  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  one  of  the  most  trying 
positions  in  which  soldiers  can  be  placed. 

I  cannot  refrain  making  special  allusion  to  our  conscripts,  many 
of  whom  were  under  fire  for  the  first  time.  They  proved  themselves 
worthy  accessions  to  a  brigade  which  has  borne  itself  well  in  all  the 
battles  of  the  last  eight  months. 

Captain  ¥,,  T.  Hawks,  the  assistant  adjj;itant  general.  Lieutenant 
Oscar  Lane,  my  aid,  and  private  James  W.  Shepperd,  my  courier, 
were  of  great  assistance  to  me  throughout  the  fight,  often  carrying 
orders  and  messages  *for  me  under  the  hottest  fire. 

Onr  ambulance  corps  was  very  efficient  and  removed  our  wounded 
rapidly.  Lieutenant  James  A.  Bryan,  ordnance  officer,  was  untiring 
in  his  exertions  to  keep  the  command  supplied  with  ammunition. 
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Our  loss  in  officers  was  two  killed^  twenty-five  woanded  &nd  five 
prisoners;  enlisted  men,  sixty  killed,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two 
Konndedy  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  prisoners  and  twenty -eight 
missing--  an  aggregate  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five. 
♦  Respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  LANB. 
•  Brigadier  Generd. 
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BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Field's  Brigadc,  > 
December  £1,  1863.      J 

BSajor:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
ition  of  this  brigade  in  the  late  battle  near  Fredericksburg: 
Stationed  upon  the<)xtreme  right  of  our  division,  we  remained  ia 
lis  position  until  the  concentrated  forces  of  the  enemv  passed  through 
gap  in,  and  reached  the  rear  of,  our  lines.  There  being  no  enemy 
k  our  immediate  front,  and  reinforcements  being  called  for,  I  with- 
rew  my  command  fr6m  its  first  position  and  hurried  as  rapidly  as 
ossible  to  the  point  indicated.  We  moved  up  by  the  left  flank,  and 
t>  urgent  and  repeated  were  the  calls  for  reinforcement's  that  my 
wo  leading  regiments,  viz :  forty-seventh  Virginia,  Colonel  Mayo, 
nd  the  twenty- second  battalion,  Colonel  Tayloe,  the  only  regiments 
ctively  engaged,  advanced  in  a  run,  separated  themselves  from  the 
brigade,  passed  well  to  the  left  and  encountered  the  enemy  in  rear  of 
•ur  front  lines,  about  midway  between  Generals  Archer  and  Lane, 
firing  one  volley,  into  their  left  flank  and  charging  them  with  a  yell, 
:hey  fled  precipitately  to  the  shelter  of  the  railroad  cut.  Here  they 
rallied  and  made  a  short  stand,  but,  being  joined  by  a  Georgia  bri- 
gade, (Lawton's,  1  believe,)  we  made  a  second  charge,  which  drove  them 
from  the  railroad.  Here  the  men  wer^  ordered  to  halt,  but  such  was 
their  impetuosity  that  much  the  larger  portion  of  these  two  regiments 
advanced  to  the  position  which  had  been  occupied  by^wo  of  the  ene- 
my's batteries,  which  they  found  deserted.  Being  unsupported,  they 
were,  of  course,  compelled  to  retreat,  which  was  done  under  the  moat 
galling  fire  of  grape,  canister  and  minie  balls. 

The  fact  that  only  two  regiments  were  actively  engaged  was  acci- 
dental and  unavoidable.  The  woods  through  which  we  parsed  being 
dense  and  filled  with  troops,  the  rapid  run  of  the  leading  regijnenta 
soon  separated  them  from  the  brigade,  and,  while  they  passed  well 
around  to  the  left,  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  only  marched  by  direct 
line  to  General  Archer's  left,  who  was  said  to  have  been  flanked. 
Driving  the  enemy  from  the  woods  was  a  task  of  short  duration,  and 
the  troops  engaged  were  completely  successful  in  driving  back  th^ 
enemy  before  the  remaining  regiments,  \  few  minutes  behind  them, 
could  como  to  their  assistance. 

During  the  fight  several  of  the  enemy's  mounted  officers  were  shot 
down,  and  the  colors  of  one  regiment  were  seen  to  fall  four  times. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  Colo- 
nels Mayo  and  Tayloe  and  the  officers  Ad  men  under  their  com- 
iband. 

The  valor  and  daring^  of  the  men  was  unprecedented.  Many  of 
them  were  fighting  in  sight  of  their  homes  and  seemed  determined  to 
drive  back  the  enemy  at  all  hazards. 


Colonel  commanding  Brigak, 


REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

HEADQUAJtTERS  Thomas'  BRiaAD£»  GfiN.  A.  P.  Hill's  Dir., ) 

December  30,  1868.      ) 

Major  R.  C,  Morgan, 

Amstant  Adjutant  General : 

Major  :  On  Friday,  December  12,  1862,  according  to  orders  from 
Major  General  Hill,  this  brigade  left  its  camp  near  Mr.  John  Alaop's 
bouse,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  and  was  directed  to 
take  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  military  road^  with  orders  to 
support  General  Pender,  who  occupied  the  front  and  left  of  the  di- 
TiBJon.  The  remainder  of  the  day  and  the  succeeding  night  passed 
witliout  any  change  in  position. 

About  midday,  of  December  13th,  orders  were  received  from  Major 
General  Hill  to  render  assistance  and  support  to  any  part  of  the  front 
line  requiring  it.  Soon  after  which,  an  officer  of  General  Lane's  staff 
brought  information  that  his  brigade  was  hard  pressed  by  overwhelm- 
ing numbers.  I  immediately  advanced  my  brigade  down  the  road, 
being  unable  on  account  of  the  density  of  the  undergrowth  to  advance 
in  lino,  the  brigade  moved  by  the  flank  until  near  the  scene  of  action, 
when  the  regiments  were  thrown  into  line  of  battle  and  advanced 
towards  the  enen^^y,  who,  at  this  time,  had  advanced  into  the  woods. 
Their  advance  was  checked  there,  and,  after  a  stubborn  resistance, 
this  brigade  charged  them,, driv^g  them  through  the  field  and  .com- 
pletely routing  them. '  We  pursued  for  some  distance  across  the  rail- 
road, when,  seeing  no  support  either  on  the  right  or  left,  and  my  am- 
munition being  reported  to  be  well  nigh  exhausted,  I  concluded  to  fall 
back  to  the  railroad.  Forming,  at  this  plaoe,  the  front  line,  I  deter- 
mined to  hold  the  position ;  at  the  same  time,  sending  word  to  Colonel 
Pendleton,  commanding  brigade^  that  I  was  deficient  in  ammunition, 
and  requesting  him  to  be  in  supporting  distance.  The  brigade 
bivouacked  that  night  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  throwing  out  pickets 
on  the  railroad,  and  were  relieved  early  the  next  morning  by  Colonel 
Warren's  brigade  and  was  placed  in  reserve. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  with  a  gallantry 
highly  commendable.  - 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OP  BRIGADIE&  GENERAL  J.  R.  JOltt^S. 

Hcadq'rs  Je3f£8'  Brigade,  Dee.  SO,  186S. 

Ta  Captain  TaluperrO) 

'AssiiiaKL Adjutant  General: 

,  Captain  :  In  obodience  to  orders  from  division  headqnartera,  I  re- 
apectfully  sabmit  the  following  report  of  tbe  part  taken  by  mj  brig- 
ade in  the  recent  battle  at  Fredericksburg : 

I  reached  the  ground  on  Friday  evenin^y  and  was  plaeed  in  position 
in  the  reserved  line.  On  Saturday  mornings  ISth  instant^  I  was 
directed  to  change  my  position  to  the  left  and  farther  to  the  front ;  bu; 
still  occupying  a  'portion  in  the  reserve.  My  position  subjected  me 
to  some  annoyance  from  the  shells  of  the  enemy,  one  of  which  severely 
wounded  the  adjutant  of  the  forty-second  Virginia  regiment.  Abou; 
the  middle  of  the  day  the  musketry  opened,  when  I  was  still  further 
advanced  to  within  musketry  range  of  the  enemy.  The  front  line  no: 
requiring  support,  I  remained  in  this  position  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  advanced  at  dawn  next  morning  to  the 
front,  relieving  Brigadier  General  Lane.  My  command  moved  to  this 
position  under  a  heavy  musketry  fire  from  the  enemy^s  sharpshootere, 
in  which  I  had  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.'  X^^  complete- 
ness of  the  victory  of  Saturday  not  being  known,  ofScers  and  mes 
expected  soon  to  be  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  force,  and  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  report  that  all  'were  anxic/us  for  the  encounter,  and 
manifested  a  feeling  of  disnppointment  as  the  day  passed  on  and  no 
signs  of  an  advance  were  given  by  the  enefoy.  A  brisk  skirmish  w&s 
k^t  up  during  the  day,  in  which  I  sustained  a  loss  of  thirty- seven 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  former  was  Captain 
Ames,  company  C,  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment,  and  Lieutenan: 
Swoops,  company  E,  twenty  first  Virginia  regiment,  both  in  the  faith- 
ful dischage  of  their  duty.  The  fighting  was  necessary  to  keep  the 
sharpshooter^  from  occupying  the  crest  which  commanded  our  line. 

Where  all  behaved  coolly,  gallantly  and  equally  well,  I  can  speak 
of  none  in  particular.  I  can  only  say  that  the  gallant  little  brigade 
which  has  fought  so  gallantly  and  lost  so  heavily  in  the  great  battles 
of  the  past  summer  and  fall,  was  ready  to  do  its  duty  and  bear  its  part 
in  making  the  shortest  and  most  direct  route  to  Richmond  a  hard  roai 
to  travel. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  JONES, 
Brigadier  OenenU  esmmmdimg. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEt  t>BNDLSTON,  COMMANDING 

BRI«ADE. 

Headquarters  Starke's  Brioads, 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg ^  Dec.  19»  186S. 

Captain  W.  T.  Tauaferro, 

A.  A   General  JackxotCs  Division : 

Captain:  Iq  obedience  to  tie  circular  order  of  the  Brigadier  Gen* 
eral  commandiDg,  of  this  date,  requiring  reports  from  commanders  of 
brigades  of  the  participation  of  their  respective  commands  in  the  late 
eperations  around  FredericKsbarg,  I  beg  leare  to  submit  the  folloviing 
report  of  the  part  taken  therein  by  the  brigade  under  mj  command : 

Having  previously  cooked  three  days'  rations,  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  instant^  at  earl/  dawn,  we  inarched  from  our  camp,  near 
Goineas  depot,  for  the  scene  of.  the  late  engagement.  The  brigade 
vnder  my  command,  soon  after  its  arrival  on  the  ground,  about  two, 
P.  M.,  took  its  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left* of  the 
right  wing,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  Thomas'  brigade  in  General  A. 
P.  HilPs  division.  In  this  position  we  remained  until  Saturday  morn- 
ing, the  ISth,  when  ^e  were  ordered  to  take  a  different  position,  to  our 
kft  and  rear.  Here  we  remained  inactive,  awaiting  t)ie  progress  of 
events,  until  half  p;^«(t  one,  P.  M.,  when  a  rapid  and  continued  fire  of 
innsketry  in  our  front  indicated  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  attack 
our  front  line,  and  we  moved  forward  in  close  supporting  distance  of 
General  Thomas,  to  whose  relief  I  was  ordeqpd  to  go  in  case  he  de- 
sired my  assistance.  It  was  not  until  about  four,  P.  M.,  that  I  re- 
ceived a  message  from  General  Thomas  informing  me  that  he  had 
driven  ^e  enemy  back,  but  had  only  three  rounds  of  ainipunition,  and 
wished  ine  to  move  op  close  enough  to  charge  the  enemy  in  conjunc- 
tion with  him  so  soon  as  he  should  be  again  engaged.  In  accordanee 
with  this  request,  I  again  moved  my  command  forward  to  Within  eighty 
paces  of  the  line  held  by  General  Thomas,  with  unflinching  determi- 
nation^ and,  having  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  to  avoid  the  desultory 
fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  awaited  the  signal  for  the  onset. 
But  the  enemy  having  failed  to  renew  the  attaok,as  waa  anticipated, 
I  was  not  called  on.  Just  when  it  began  to  grow  dark,  I  received 
the  order  of  Lieutenant  General  Jaekson  for  a  general  advance  be- 
tween sunset  and  dark,  and  commenced  the  eieootion  of  it  by  moving 
forward ;  but  finding  that  the  tro<^a  in  front  of  aie  were  not  in  motion, 
I  ordered  a  halt.  Shortly  afterwards  the  ofder  was  eoontermanded^ 
aad  I  bivouacked  for  the  ntght« 

At  half  past  three  o'clock,  en  the  morning  of  tke  14tb,  I  Was 
erdered  to  relieve  General  Pender  on  oi^  advanee  line,  and  immedi- 
ately did  aa.    • 

The  battery  of  ^Captain  Garringten,  staliooed  in  frani  of  mj  lefb, 
reported  to  me  for  orders,  and  waa  directed  not  io  open  unless  the 
enemy  threatened  us  nath  an  attaek,  as  be  wo«ld  thereby  attract  upon 
S4  » 
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Q8  the  crofisfire  of  three  of  the  enemy^s  batteries,  from  which  the  ground 
i^fforded  us  no  protection  whatever.  Such,  I  was  inforiaed  by  Oene- 
ral  Pender,  had  been  the  case  the  day  previous.  From  misapprehen- 
sion or  some  other  cause  unknown  to  me,  so  soon  as  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  were  seen  to  be  in  motion  at  the  distance  of  apparently  a  mile, 
^Captain  Garrington  opened  upon  his  column  with  rifle  pieces,  and  the 
^consequence  which  I  had  foreseen  iihmediately  ensued,  resulting  in 
the  loss  of  ten  or  twelve  wounded,  with  little  advantage  to  our  side. 

About  ten,  A.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  throw  my  command  forward  in 
the  field' about  three  hundred  yards  and  occupy  the  line  of  the  mil- 
road,  beyond  which  I  had  already  posted  my  line  of  skirmishers  before 
daylight.  Moving  in  a  circuitous  route  by  the  right  flank,  so  as  to 
screen  the  \D0vement  as  much  as  possible  from*  the  observation  and 
fire^of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  I  at  onbe  proceeded  to  occupy  the 
new  position  assigned  to  me,  though  I  found  it  impossible  of  accom- 
plishment without  the  loss  of  several  men  wounded,  one  or  more  fatally. 
In  moving  four  of  the  regiments  of  my  brig&de  from  the  railroad,  unoer 
an  order  subsequently  received  to  throw  them  back  in  a  line  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  the  railroad,  I  again  sustained  a  slight  loss  from 
the  same  cause.  The  skirmishers  thrown  out  along  my  front  kept  up 
a  brisk  and  well  directed  fire  during  the  whole  day,  (twice  exhausting 
their  ammunition,)  and,  as  was  ascertained  by  actual  observation 
during  the  presence  of  the  flag  of  truce  in  the  afternoon,  with  fatal 
eflect  on  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  having 
failed  to  advanbe  or  renew  his  attack  during' the  day,  we  quietly  bivou- 
acked in  our  position  for  the  night,  and  being  relieved  at  four,  A.  M., 
on  the  15th,  by  the  division  of  Major  General  D.  11./ Hill,  retired  to 
the  line  of  the  reservo,  jrhich  we  occupied  until  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  entirely  abandoned  the  field  and  recrossed  the 
Rappahannock. 

Although  my  command  was  not  at  anv  time  closely  engaged,  itvraa 
three  times  subjected  to  a  sharp  fire,  and  was,  throughout  the  days  of 
the  ISth  and  14th,  in  constant  expectation  of  being  brought  into  ao- 
tion.  Under  these  circumstances  every  man  remained  firm  at  his  poet, 
not  a  straggler  was  to  be  seen  leaving  the  ranks,  and  all  evinced  a 
commendable  eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy,  which  needed  oily  oih 
portunity  to  ripen  into  the  gidlantry  heretofore  so  conspicuous  in  tne 
troops  from  Louisiana.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Nolan,  commanding  the 
first  Louisiana  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodwin,  commanding 
the  fifteenth ;  Major  Grogan,  commanding  the  second;  Major  Leggett, 
commanding  the  tenth,  and  Captain  Y erlander,  commanding  the  four- 
teenth, are  deserving  of  my  especial  commendation  for  the  eoolneea 
and  skill  with  which  they  commanded  their  respective  regiments,  and 
the  promptness  and  energy  with  whioh  they  executed  every  otrder« 
I  should  entirely  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  advert  also  to  the  valu- 
able assistance  rendered  to  isfi  by  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  L.  Mille^ 
of  the  tenth  Louisiana,  who  tendered  me  hitf  services  as  aid-de-canqp 
for  the  occasion.  His  promptness  and  untiring  activity  in  cwiveying 
my  orders,  although  frequently  exposed,  are  deserving  of  the  highest 
praise,  and  I  beg  leave  to  mention  him  as  eminently  desoning  oi 

Digitized  by  Google 


JU9VV     %UC     UVUV4      »\#      W^y      WAT      X  VOEf«V»AUll  T^ 

Tour  obedient  seryant,    ' 

BDMOND  PBNDLETON, 
Ootanel  Fifteenth  I/Atisiana  Btgimenty  commanding  Brigade,   ] 


BBPOBT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON. 

m 

6bAPQ0ARTEII8   B4Tt ALTON    WaSHINGTOIT   ARTlLLERr,  > 

Near  FredBrideslmrg,  Deembir  9»,  im^.      ) 

To  Major  <j.  M.  8orr£l, 

A.  A.  General  First  Corps,  A.  N.  V.  : 

Major  :  In  conformity  to  eircaldr  order  of  18th  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  hy  the 
battalion.  Washington  artillery,  of  New  Orleans,  under  my  command, 
in  the  battles  of  the  12th  and  13th  instants,  hear  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  The  signal  guns,  fired  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 1th  instant,  aroused  my  camp,  and  gave  notice  that  the 
enemy  was  m  motion.  Immediately  the  batteries  of  the  first,  third 
and  fourth  companies  ^consisting  of  two  three-inch  rifles  and  one 
ten-pounder  Parrott  gun,  under  Capiain  Squiers,  Lieutenants  Gal- 
braith  and  Brown,  first  company  ;  two  twelve-pounder  light  Napoleon 
guns,  under  Captain  Miller  and  Lieutenant  McElroy,  third  company  ; 
and  two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  and  two  twelve-pounder  light  Na- 
poleon guns,  under  Captain  Eshleman,  LieutenantB  Norcom,  Battles 
and  Apps,  fourth  company)  were  placed  in  position  in  the  redoubts 
on  the  hill  back  of  the  town,  known  as  ^*  Marye's  Hill,*'  extending 
from  the  telegraph  road  to  the  plank  road.  Notwithstanding  the 
dense  fog,  which  enveloped  the  country  around  and  completely  hid 
from  view  the  town  and  river  banks,  the  enemy,  at  about  seven 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  opened  upon  the  town  a  tremendous  fire  from  his  nu- 
merous batteries,  which  lined  the  Stafford  shore,  to  cover  his  crossing. 
This  cannnD|ding  he  continued  during  the  day.  with  but  little  inter- 
mission, and  without  any  response  from  my  batteries.  The  command 
bivouacked  for  the  night  in  the  works,  beside  their  guns.  The  next 
morning.  12th  instant,  the  fog  was  again  exceedingly  heavy.  At  two 
Vdufk.  P.  M.,  it  had  raised  sufficiently  for  us  to  discern  the  hills  op- 
posit<'  th'  city,  densely  coveied  vith  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artil- 
lery. -^  t  twenty  jninute  to  four  o'clock,  P  M.,  a  heavy  column  was 
obBoi  ^'-  1  ii-j-jLT  the  gas  woilcs,  below  the  toVn,  upon  which  my  batteries 
immt-  :>  (]y  opened  a  well  directed  and  destructive  fire,  causing  the 
enem  V  i  ,  l»reak  and  run  for  cover.  During  this  firing,  the  enemy's 
heavv  i  ittteries  (across  the  river)  opened  upon  us  with  shell  and  shot, 
disre^-.iiding  which,  my  men  steadily  worked  their  guns  without  re- 
plying.  After  about  ten  minutes,  having  dispersed  the  column,  my  . 
natteries  censed  Qring  and  continued  to  receive  in  silence  the  con- 
tinue<i  tire  of  the  enemy.  Another  night,  passed  by  the  officers  and 
men  hcniile  their  guns,  brings  us  to  the  meu!lorable  Jdth  December. 
At. half  past  twelve  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  was  observed,  in  force, 
moviii;;  down  upon  our  po^icion  through  the  streets  of  the  town. 
Ever}  thing  being  in*readiiiess,.fire  was  immediately  opened  from  all 
my  ba* furies,  at  once  halting  and  breaking  his  first  advance.  Again 
(hey  emerged  in  greater  force,  and,  apparently,  with  much  steadiness. 
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Gaifihig  the  crtBi  ^  an  -aleyaied  piece  of  groand  im  tmr  froul,  lie 
opened  upon  our  position  a  galling  fire  of  mosketry,  and  of  artillerj 
froin  the  l^iile  beyond.  The  brigwle  of  General  Cobb,  in  front  of  my 
batteries^  then  opened  fire^  and  the  battle  became  general  all  along 
onr  line.  Again  and  again  did  their  heavy  masses  come  forth  from 
the^town,  only  to  be  mowed  down  and  scattered  in  confneiony  as  each 
time  they  formed  and  advanced.  Three  times  their  colors  were 
leveled  by  the  unerring  aim  of  the  gunners.  At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.^ 
a  portion  of  General  Ransom's  division  (supporting  column)  moved 
steadily  across  the  plateau  in  my  rear ;  halting  but  an  instant  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  they  delivered  a  volley,  then  plunged  with  a  cheer 
into  the  road  below  and  in  front  of  us,  already  occupied  by  Cobb's 
troops.  The  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  a  crest  in 
front  and  the  slope  of  the  hill,  kept  up  a  gaMing  fire  upon  our  works, 
causing  many  of  my  gallant  men  to  fall,  killed  and  wounded,  at  their 
posts ;  among  whom  was  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Baltics,  fourth  company, 
severely  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  minie  ball.  Five  several  times  did 
heavy  masses  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  supported  by  light  batteries 
which  had  been  placed  in  position»on  the  field,  advance  from  the  cover 
of  the  town  and  the  scattered  houses,  only  to  meet  the  fate  of  those 
who  .preceded  them.  They  fell  by  thousands  under  the  judicious, 
Uteady  and  uiierring  fire  of  my  guns,  encouraged  and  aided  by  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  brave  troops  in  the  road  in  front  of  us.  At 
five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  after  having  been  engaged  four  hours  and  a  hiklf, 
against  overwhelming*  odds  of  the  enemy,  I  was  compelled  to  relin* 
quish  the  post  of  honor  to  Woolfolk's  and  Moody's  battelries,  Alex- 
ander's battalion,  having  one  gun  disabled,  and  having  exhausted  all 
the  canister,  shell  and  case  shot,  and  nearly  every  round  of  solid  shot 
in  the  chests;  more  could  not  be  supplied,  in  po8ition,*in  time,  the 
train  being  several  miles  distant.  On  the  14th  my  guns  were  held 
in  reserve.  On  the  15th  I  took  position  in  the  works  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  line,  the  position  before  occupied  by  Lane's  battery,  which 
*I  occupied  until  the  18th  instant.  On  the  18th  all  my  batteries  were 
again  concentrated  in  camp.  The  second  company.  Captain  Rich* 
ardson,  was,  during  the  engagements,  attached  to  Pickett's  division^ 
in  reserve,  and  was  not  engaged. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  say  in  behalf  of  my  officers,, 
cannoneers  and  drivers,  that  upon  no  field  during  this  war  have  men 
behaved  more  gallantly.  To  Captains  Eshleman,  Miller  and  Squiers, 
and  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  them,  is  the  service  indebted  for 
Uie  gallant  defence  of  Marye's  Hill  against  the  stubborn  and  over* 
whelming  assaults  of  an  army  of  over  fifty  thousand  men.  To  Lieu- 
tenant William  M.  Owen,  my  adjutant  and  only  aid,  Z  am,  as  usual,, 
indebted  for  zealops  and  fearless  conduct  on  the  field,  in  the  perform«>- 
ance  of  aH  his  duties. ,  Before  closing  this  report,  I  maybe  permitted^ 
without  being  invidious,  to  direct  the  attention^of  the  General  com* 
jnanding  to  the  eallant  conduct  of  Captain  Eshleman,  in  directing,. 
Sknd  Litatenant  Norcom,  fourth  company,  in  executing  the  order,  in 
iaUnK  one  of  the  Napoleon  guns  from  the  work,  where  it  was  out  of 
nage,  and  placing  it  between  two  of  the  redoubts,  on  Ae  qpen  fieM^ 
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iMtrt  eontinniiig  it  in  Mti<m,  entirely  exposed  toUie  enemas  infiititry 
sad  shatrpehooterSy  daring  the  greater  part  of  the  engagement.    My 
loes  in  this  engagement  ie  three  killed  and  twentj-fonr  wounded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yery  remectfoUj, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 
Cobmd  ef  Artittery^  cwnmmdmg. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 

Second  Army  ( 
January  3,  186S, 


Headquarters  ARTii.L£Rr  CommaniT,  Second  Army  Corps,  ) 

S.      5 


Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Oorps,  A.  N.  F.: 

Cteneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  of  this  corps  in  the  engagement  near  Fred- 
ericksborg,  December  13,  1862: 

The  heights  on  the  right  of  our  line  were  held  by  fourtebn  guns  of 
the  batteries  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  under  Lieuten- 
wit  Colonel  R.  L.  Walker,  and  consisting  of  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Pegram  and  Mcintosh,  (four  guns  each,)  and  sections  of  the  batteries 
of  Obtains  Latham,  Johnson  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter  and  James  Ellett.     This  position  was 
a  commanding  one,  and  afforded  admirable  advantage  against  a  direct 
sftRult  from  infantry ;  but,  what  was  more  important,  so-controlled 
the  ground  in  front  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  open  a  heavy  cannonade 
upon  it,  in  the  hope  of  silencing  these  batteries,  before  they  could 
move  any  considerable  mass  of  their  infantry  down  the  plain,  as  would 
be  necessary  should  they  endeavor  to  turn  our  right.     On  thp  other 
hand,  it  was  liable  to  the  disadvantages  always  attaching  to  a  fixed 
position,  that  it  must  receive  a  concentrated  fire  from  many  points, 
added  to  which  the  formation  of  the  ground  at  the  top  of  the  hill  was 
such  as  not  to  affofd  much  protection  to  men   and  hardly  any  to  the 
horses.     It  was  of  course  a  position  of  great  importance,  and  it  being 
specially  necessary  that  its  batteries  should  be  able  to  open  an  effective 
fire  .upon  the  enemy's  infantry  in  the  plain  below,  should  they  en- 
deavor to  move  down  the  river  to  threaten  or  turn  our  right,  I  directed 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker  to  keep  his  guns  concealed  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  not  to  allow  himself  to  indrawn  into  an  artillery  duel, but, 
disregarding  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  reserve  his  own  for 
their  infantry  when  it  should  come  within -effective  range.     On  the 
left  of  our  line  were  posted  twenty-one  guns,  as  follows :  Just  at 
Bernard's  cabins  feind  to  their  left,  nine  guns,  consisting  of  six  rifles, 
two  Napoleons  and  one  six-pounder,  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Da- 
vidson,  Raine,  Gaskie  and  Braxton,  all  under  the  immediate  direc* 
tion  of  CapUin  Davidson.     Some  two  hundred  yards  in/ront  of  these, 
to  their  right  and  beyond  the  railroad,  were  placed  twelve  guns,  con- 
listing  of  six  rifles,  three  Napoleons  and  three  six-pounders,  from  the 
batteries  of  Captains  Carpenter,  Wooding  and  Braxton,  all  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Captain  J.  B.  Brockenbrough.     Captain  Car- 
penter's faattefy  was  oomman(}(ed  by  Lieutenant  McKendree.     From 
the  first  ^t  was  evident,  that  the  enemy's*  attack  might  be  expected 
upon  our  cfentre,  where  the  heights  on  our  right  descended  to  a  level 
with  the  plain,  and  a  point  of  woods  running  out  into  the  field  offered 
them  early  and  good  shelter,  or  that  they  would  endeavor  to  turn  our 
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riglit.     A  eansid^rable  artillery  force  was  held  reaid^  to  meet  Hut 
latter  contingency  by  moving  out  and  taking  position  m  the  fields  tik 
p'or  right,  b«  as  to  cross  its  lire  with  the  hatt^ries  of  Lieutenant  Colo* 
-nel  Walker.     The  centre  of  the  line  was  our  weakest  point,  since 
Liefatenant  Ooionel  Walkers  gnns  conld  not  obliqae  their  fire  to  the 
left  sufficiently  to  hope  to  prevent  the  enemy's  seiaing  the  point  of 
woods  referred  to,  at  the  distance  at  which  it  was.     The  batteries  near 
Bemard*s  cabins  more  directly  controlled  this  point,  bat  only  by  a 
quite  oblique  fire  to  the  right.     So  that  there  was  some  eight  hun- 
dred or  a  thousand  yards  of  our^ front,  near  the  centre,  undefended  by 
a  direct  artillery  fire  to  the  front.     I  examined  the  ground  carefully 
in  the  woods  behind- this  point,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  establish  bat^ 
teries  of  Howitzers,  which,  by  a  canister  fire,  might  soon  oheek  the 
enemy's  infantry  in  their  advance  through  the  woods.     But  I  fouiiA 
the  ground  unfavorable,  being  interseeted  by  a  deep  ravine»  and  the 
undergrowth  so  thick  as  to  require  more  time  to  clear  it  away  than 
we  had  before  the  action  began.     The  instructions  given  to  Oaptains 
Brockenbrough  and  Davidson  were  to  reserve  their  fire  for  the  ene- 
my's infantry  at  close  range,  and  not  to  engage  his  batteries  unleet 
he  advanced  them  to  the  support  of  his  infantry,  and  then  they  were 
to  concentrate  their  fire  on  the  advanoiQg  battery,  and  not  to  Csll 
back  from  their  position  so  long  as  our  infantry  supported  them. 
The  enemy  opened  the  attack  bj  the  fire  of  some  twenty<^five  or  thirty 
guns  directed  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  position,  and  from 
about   sixteen  guns  (afterwards  increased  to  twenty-four)  upon  our 
batteries  at  and  near,  Bernard's  cabins.     The  officers  in  charge  of 
these  batteries  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  the  enemy's  fire  not  being 
replied  to,  he  advanced  his  skirmishers  in  very  fieavy  line  upon  the 
points   occupied  by  the  commands  of  Captains  Brockenbrough  and 
Davidson.     These  were  soon  driven  oft*  by  canister,  and  the  exact 
positions  of  our  batteries  being  thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  he 
directed  a  heavy  artillery  firaupon  them,  and  advanced  one  of  hie 
batteries  near  a  chimney  in  the  centre  of  the  plain.     This  fire  was 
replied  to  by  our  batteries,  and  soon  two  of  th^  enemy's  batteriee 
were  withdrawn,  and  their  places  supplied  by  others  6f  longer  range. 
About  this  time  two  of  our  rifle  guns,  belonging  to  Captains  Woodiag'i 
and  Gaskte's  batteries,  wore  disabled,  by  their  axles  breaking  from 
the.  recoil  of  the  gun,  and  had  to  be  withdrawn.     All  this  time  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  annoyed  us  greatly,  working  around  to  the 
right  of  Captain  Brockenbrough's  position  whenever  driven  from  his 
front,  and  pei|(inaciously  readvancing  whenever  they  could,  under  ih» 
shelter  of  their  artillery  fire.     Though  they  were  once  or  twiec  re« 
polled  by  canister,  when  advancing  imprudently,  they  were  S3  well 
protected  by  the  accidents  of  the  ground,  and  so  feebly  opposed  by 
oar  own  sharpshooters,  that  they  could  not  be  entirely  dislodged, 
and  caused  heavy  loss  in  our  batterie|,  both  among  men  and  horses. 
Captain  Brockenbrough  waa  wounded  while  gallantly  discl^rging  hie 
duty,  and  Captain  Wooding  badly  shot  while  acting  as  gunner  to  one 
of  his  pieces.     Being  badly  supported  by  the  infantry  in  their  rear, 
^fier  severe  losses  in  o&een,  men  and  horses,  the  batteries  of  Gsptaua 


3t  SO  eoon  mm  the  enemj  fleised  the  paint  of  woods  to  their  right  aad 
ar,  as  they  did.      Theammanition  in  Captain  Rainess  battery  (coni' 
anded  by  ^jieatenant  Statham)  was  bo  defective  (from  the  bad  fuzes,  I 
link)  that,  none   of  its  shell  borstrng,  it  was  withdrawn,  and  its 
laco  BBpplied  by  the  Chesapeake  artiUerj,  of  three  gans,  Lieatenant 
'later  commandhig,  while  a  section  of  Captain  Latimer's  battery,  un- 
er  his  own  obarge,  was  sent  still  farther  to  the  front  and  left.  These 
liter  pieces  were  excellently  managed,  and,  though  losing  heavily 
rom  the  enemy's  sharpshooters;  drove  back  their  lines  with  canister, 
vnd.oaoBed   tbem  great  loss  by  an   uneommonly  accurate  and  rapid 
hell  fire,  as  they  were  driven  back  by  General  Law's  brigade,  in  their 
iUempted  advance.     Lieutenant  McKendree,  of  Carpenter's  battery^ 
exhibited  noticeable  resolution  and  composure  in  managing  his  bat- 
icry.     On  the  right  the  enemy,  after  furiously  cannonading  Lieuten^ 
ant  OoVoael  Walker's  position  till  they  imagined  his  batteries  crip« 
pled,  advanced  their  infantry.     One  body  moved  towards  the  point  of 
woods  lu  oar  centre,  and  the  other  with  its  front   parallel  to  the  road 
from    Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the  river  road.     When  Qistant  about 
eight  hundred  yards,*  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  batteries  opened 
upon  them  with  great  effect,  and,  at  the  same  time,  fifteen  guns,  com- 
posed of  BcotJons  from  the  batteries  of  Captain  Poague,  (Lieutenant 
A.  Graham^  commanding,)  Captain  Watson,   Captain  Smith,  Captain 
Uarber,  one  gun  of  Captain    Dance's   battery,  and  the   Louisiana 
Guard  battery,  three  'guns,  were  thrown  into  position  in  the  plain  to 
our  right,  bo  as  to  cross  their  fire  with  that  of  the  guns*  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Walker,  being  specially  designed  to  check  the  advance,  of  the 
enemy  towards  the  road  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the  river  road. 
These  pieces  were  under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  Pelham, . 
arid   were   admirably   managed   and   bravely  fought,   and   perfectly 
Aocomptisfaed  their  pbject.     All  ttiese  batteries  did  not  go  in  at  once, 
bat  wore  added  as  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  seemed  to  require  it. 
Toward§  the  close  of  the  day,  as  the  enemy's  infantry — driven  from 
the  woods  by  our  own — fell  back  in  confusion  across  the  plain  vinder 
the  severe  and  accurate  fire  of  the  guns  of  Lief^tenant  Colonel  Walker 
and  Major  Pelham,  some  of  the  batterieS  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's 
command,  being  short  of  ammunition,  and  the  men  exhausted  from 
working  with  diminished-numbers,  weie  relieved  by  a  section  of  Lusk's 
battery,  Lieut.  Dowell  commanding,  and  a  portion  of  the  corps  relserve, 
under  Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown.     I  shall  have  te  refer  you  to  thia. 
officer's  report  as  to  what  batteries  they  were,  as  I  knew*  but  one  of 
them — Captain  Poague's.     They  went  in   under  a  heavy  fire,  and, 
though  suffering  much,  were  bravely  fought.     Some  guns  of  Major 
General  D.  H.  Hill's  division  artillery  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our 
right,  by  his  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Thomas  H.  Carter.     As  these 
bfttt^ries  were  unknown  to  me  through  their  officers,  I  shall  have  te 
refet  yon  to  that  officer's  report  as  ta  which  they  were.     They  moved 
up  irith  the  rest,  under  heavy  fire,  and  were  well  served. 

H  would  perhaps  be  invidious  to   attempt  to  discriminate   among 
eioer»  »nii  men,  where  thers  were  so  many  fine  examples  of  couragf 
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«ftd  deTOtion ;  and  I  fear  I  may  have  already  done  injoHiea.in  men- 
tioning some  to  tho  exclasion  of  othors,  bat  I  traat  the  reports  of 
other  officers  will  set  it  all  right.  I  beg,  however,  to  call  y'oar  special 
attention  to  the  valaable  and  gallant  serviees  of  Uentenant  Colonel 
Walker  and  Major  Pelham.  Xhe  position  .in  which  Colonel  Walker 
was  placed  was  peculiarly  trying,  from  his  being  reqnired  to  endore, 
for  a  long  time,  a  very  heavy  fire  without  replying  to  it.  Colonel  J. 
Thompson  Brown,  commanding  the  corps  reserve,  also  displayed  no- 
ticeable coolness  and  judgment  in  taking  his  guns  in  to  relieve  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Walker  under  a  severe  fire. 

We  lost  no  pieces ;  nor  did  we  capture  any.  Lieutenant  Plater 
had  a  gun  disabled  and  a  limber  exploded.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Walker  had  a  gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and  limber  exploded,  and 
Colonel  Brown  a  gun  disabled,  as  also  did  the  Louisiana  Guard  bat- 
tery. No  carriages  or  parts  of  carriages  were  lost  by  ms.  The  dis- 
abled guns  were  of  course  brought  off.  The  loss  in  horses,  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  together  with  the  position  of  the  enemy's  batteried 
and  their  numbers,  effectively  prevented  any  advance  of  our  batteries 
as  their  infantry  fell  back,  and  before  fresh  batteries  could  get  in  their 
line  was  reformed  near  the  river  road,  and  it  was  nearly  night. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  ih« 
great  defect  in  the  ammunition  we  used,  by  which  few  of  our  aheiU 
burst.     My  own  observation  entirely  confirmed  the-  numerous  com*  ' 
plaints  made  to  mc  from  the  batteries.     Much,  if  not  most,  of  this 
difficulty  is,  I  am  satisfied,  justly  attributable  to  the  fuzes. 
1 4iave  Xhe  honor  to  remain,  '         | 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Second  (Jbrps. 
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BEPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  ALEXANDER. 

9 

H£ADQ9ARTEB8  ArTILUUIT  BkSBBVE  BATTi^LION^  ; 

.  December  iO,  1862. 

To  Major  O.  M.  Sorrell, 

Adjutant  Oeneral  first  Corps :    ' 

Major  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
opeAtioBS  of  the  artillery  battalion  under  my  command  during  the 
recent  hostilities : 

At  dawn,  on  the  11th  instant,  on  the  firing  of  the  signal  guns,  I 
moved  from  camp  and  posted  Captain  Bhett'a  heavy  battery  in  pits 
which  he  had  prepared  ^n  the  hill  south  of  the  plank  road,  overlook- 
ing the  en>ire  country  in  front  Itnd  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  at 
a  distance  of  one  mile  and  a-half.     Captain  Sarker's  two  rifles  were 
placed  in  pits  which  he  had  built  near  Stansbury*8  house,  command- 
ing the  entire  flats  in  front  and  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.     His 
howitaers  were  concealed  behind  Stansbury's  house,  in  most  admirable 
positions  for  opposing  any  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  north  of  the 
town.    The  batteries,  maintained  these  positions  during  the  whole 
occupation  of  the  city  by  the  enemy.      The  batteries  of  Captains 
Jordan,  Moody  and   Woolfolk  were  held  concealed  in  rear  of  the 
pkteau,  bacliof  Stansbury's  house,  ready  to  move  out  upon  it,  at  the . 
appearance  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  or  to  any  other  point  of  our  line 
needing  reinforcements.      The  cannoneers  of  Captain  Jordan's  and 
Wofolfolk's  batteries  were  meanwhile  employed,  concealed  by  the  mist, 
in  making  small  pits  on  the  most  favorable  points  of  the  plateau,  and 
eventually  finished  eight,  in  addition  to  those  already  there,  which 
would  have  cost  the  enemy  severely,  had  he  attempted  any  advance, 
north  of  the  town.      This  disposition   or  my   batteries  remained 
unchanged  during  the  llth  and   12th.      On  the   12th,  our  infantry 
having  evacuated  the  town^  Captain  Rhetf  s  and  Captain  Parker's  bat- 
teries opened  their  rifles  occasionally  at  the  position  of  the  principal 
pontoon  bridges  of  the  enemy,  Captain  Bhett  also  enfilading  two  of 
the  principal   streets.      These  fires  invariably  elicited  prompt  and 
heavy  responses  from  the  enemy,  from  which,  however,  our  pits  saved 
ns  nearly  all  damage.     On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  this  firing  was 
continued,  aided  by  three  twelve-pounder  guns  of  Captain  Moody's 
battery,  in  a  new  position  north  of  the  plank  road,  opposite  Captain 
Kbett,  whence  the.  street  leading  to  the  pontoon  bridge  could  be  enfi-  * 
laded.    This  latter  fire  at  once  attracted  a  reply  from  every  battery 
of  the  enemy's  in  reach,  and  caused  us  slight  loss.     Captain  Moody, 
hoiwever,  still  held  the  position,  sheltering  his  men  when  not  firing. 
The  enemy  shelled  this  position  not  only  all  day,  but  every  day  of 
their  occupation  of  the  city  afterwards,  whence  I  infer  that  our  fire  must 
have  caused  them  much  annoyance.    I  afterwards  made  pits  in  this  posi* 
Hon  for  guns,  with  Captains  Moody's  and  Bhett's  cannoneers,  but  they 
were  only  completed  on  the  morning  of  the  enemy's  evacuation.    At 
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twenty  minntes  to  foar,  P.  M.,  of  the  lSth»  I  reoeired  an  order  t« 
reliejire  the  Washington  artillery  on  Marye^B  Hill,  their  ammuniftioa 
heiiig  nearly  exhausied.      I  at  once  hastened  there,  with  Captain 
Woolfoik's  battery.  Captain  Moody's  twelve*poander  guns,  and  two 
gni^s  of  Captain*  Jordan's  battery,  and  eeanpial  the  pita  pnder  a  heavy 
fire,  which  caused  three-fourths  of  my  entire  loss,  while  galloping  np. 
The  enemy  were  'already  within  three  hundred  yards,  and  seeing  the 
Washington  artillery  leave^  after  so  nrotracted  and  gallant  a  defence, 
cheered  and  pressed  on  heayily,  aidea  by  three  batteries,  which  opened 
from  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  their  line  of  heavy  guns  on  the  oppo- 
flite  bank.     Disregarding  the  latter,  we  poured  a  rapid  and  mucdftroiit 
fire  on  the  former  and  their  advancing  infantry^  under  which,  and  the 
accurate  aim  of  our  veteran  infantry  beneath  us,  they  were  eoon 
driven  to  shelter  behind  the  houses  of  the  town.  .  About  dark  tits 
remaining  section  of  Captain  Jordan's  battery  was  brought  up,  one 
gun  replacing  a  damaged  gun  of  Captain  Maurin's  in  a  pit  left  of  the 
plank  road,  and  the  other  remaining  near,  under  the  control  of  GeBe& 
ral  Ransom,  for  any  emergency.     About  seven,   P.  M.^  the  enemy, 
said  to  have  been  Syke8\division  of  regulars,  again  advanced,  under 
cover  of  darkness,  until  opened  on  by  our  infantry  below. '  M j  gum 
opened  with  canister  and  case  ehot  at  the  flashes  of  their  mnsketa, 
and  this,  their  last  repulse,  was  said  to  have  been  the  bloodiest.     At 
dawn  on  the  1 4th  my  only  remaining  guns  in  reserve,  Moody's  two 
twenty-four-pounder  howitzers  and  one  rifle  of  Captain  Jordan's, 
relieved  the  remainder  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery  in  the  pits  left  of 
the  plank  road ;  and  two  twelve-pounder  guns  of  Moody's  and  twonz- 
pounder  guns  of  Captain  Woolf oik's  were  relieved  by  brigade  batte* 
ries,  being  out  of  ammunition.    lOa  the  14th  we  fired  but  few  ahot, 
and  only  at  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  being  compelled  to  econo* 
mise  ammunition.     On  the  night  of  the  14th  Captain  Parker  diacov- 
ered  a  position  enfilading  the  canal  valley,  in  front  of  the  town,  and 
two  pits  were  constructed  at  it^  which  I  occupied  before  day  with 
Moody's  twelve-pounder  gans.     When  the  fog  lifted,  the  reserTes  of 
the  enemy's  pickets  could  be  seen  lying  flat  on  their  faces  in  the  val- 
ley ;  in  the  language  of  General  Burnside,  *^  holding  the  first  ridge." 
A  few  well  directed  shots  by  Captain  Moody  soon,  however,  broke  thit 
hold,  and  all  who  could  not  find  fresh  shelter  fled  in  confusion  to  the 
•city,  under  the  fire  of  our  sharpshooters  and  several  guns  immediately 
in  their  rear.     This,  with  a  single  shot  in  the  brick  tannery,  broke  up 
entirely  the  annoying  fire  of  sharpsho(fters,  under  which  we  suffered 
considerably  the  day  before ;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we  worked 
openly  in  our  pits,  and  fired  at  all  bodies  of  infantry  appearing  ia 
town,  unannoyed.     That  night  the  town  was  evacuated.     My  eq>e<^al 
thanks  are  due  to  Major  J.  R.  C.   Lewis^  for  his  cool  and  efficieat 
jco-operation  in  the  execution  of  all  orders.     The  left  of  our  line  of 
batteries  was  under  his  special  supervision  for  the  last  two  days.    I 
desire  also  to  express  here  my  high  appreciaticin  of  the  gallantry  aad 
efficiency  of  Captains  Jordan,  Rhett,  Moody,  Woolf  oik  and  Parker^ 
before  attested  on  many  a  hard  fought  field  and  fully  corroborated  oa 
this.      Captain  Subank,  with    the  rtmaining    battery  of  my  bal- 
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talion,  18  aBsent  on  deUehed  aeraea.  Dr.  Gray,  anrgebii,  Oaptaim 
Franklin,  quartermadter,  and  Li^atenant  Vanghany  epmtnissarj,  man- 
aged their  respeelive  departmenta  to  my  eniaye  satianictibn  My  ad« 
jatant,  Lientenant  T.  Henderson  Smith,  carried  and  execated  my 
<»ders^  nnder  all  circnmstances,  with  coolness  and  jodgment.  My 
^qpecial  tbani^  are  also  doe  to  G.  8.  Cadet  Joseph  C.  Haskell,  of  South 
Carolina,  irho  Tolanteered  nle  his  services,  and  rendered  me  indiapen* 
sable  aasiBtance  in  the  supervision  of  so  extensive  a  command.  X  b^g 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  War  Department  for  promotion. 
Lieutenants  Gillen,  Wilson,  Bur^ughs,  Terrill  and  Woolfolk  are 
mentioned  in  high  terms  by  their  captains,  as  are  also  Sergeant  Cisco, 
of  Moody's,  and  Private  £nglaod,.of  Woolfolk's  battery.  The  latter, 
onfortanately,  was  killed.  £  was  peraonally  impressed  with  the  bear* 
ing  of  Lieutenant  J.  Donnell  Smith,  of  Jordan's  battery, commanding 
a  section  in  the  attack  on  the  evening  of  the  13th.  Corporal  Lock- 
wood,  of  bis  company,  a  most  gallant  soldier,  whom  I  also  noticed 
particularly,  was  wounded,  I  fear  mdrtally,  in  the  night  attack.  Oar: 
entire  loss  was  one  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  fifteen  horses.  Una 
tkomsand  and  eighty  rounds^  ammunition  wereVxpended. 
I  am.  Major,  very  reapeetfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  ALEXANDER, 
Lkiuienuni  Colmtl  amnutnding  BMalian. 
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RB^BT  «F  COLONBL  HUMPHEIE8 

r  Mississippi 
December  17»  1862. 


HEADQUARTEftS  TwENTT-FlRBT  MISSISSIPPI  RsGIMBNT,  > 


To  WitUAIf  Barksdalb, 

Brigudier.Oenerd  commmiding  Tfdrd  Brigade  : 

General  :  As  soon  as  ihe  signal  gang,  oo  the  morning  of  fbe 
11th  instant,  annoonced  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  the 
ttrentj-first  regiment  from  camp,  and  arrived  at  the  markec-honse  is 
Fredericksburg  at  day-dawn,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
detached  the  right  wing,  under  Major  Moody,  to  go  to  the  support  of 
Captain  Goran,  of  the  seventeenth  regiment,  who  was  guarding  the 
wharf  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I 
saw  no  more  of  that  portion  of  tHe  regiment  daring  the  day,  and  re* 
dpeetfully  refer  you  to  Major  Bioody's  report  of  his  operations.  Tha 
left  wing  I  held  in  reserve  at  the  market-house,  with  instructions  to 
support  Lieut.  Col.  Fizer,  of  the  seventeenth  regiment,  at  the  upper 
pon-toon,  constructed  by  the  enemy,  or  Captain  Govan,  if  needed. 

About  one  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  K- 
sser,  but,  owing  to  a  mistake  of  my  guide  m  to  the  position  of  Colonel 
Fiser  I  was  conducted  several  hundred  yards  above  to  a  very**  exposed 
position,  from  which  the  enemy  forced  me  to  retire,  by  a  heavy  fire 
from  their  artillery.  I  returned  to  the  market-house,  and  received  or- 
ders to  advance  to  the  river  and  resist  any  advance  of  the  enemj, 
who  had  then  succeeded  in  forcing  a  passage  of  the  river,  and  were 
engaged  With  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fizer  and  Colonel  Carter,  of  the 
nineteenth  regiment.  I  detached  Ctptain  Renfoe,  with  his  company, 
to  the  foot  of  William  street,  and  Captain  Green,  with  his  compaay, 
to  the  foot  of  the  street  leading  from  the  Episcopal  church,  (ud  placed 
Captains  Stamps,  8i(ns  and  Gibson,  with  their  companies,  on  Meia 
street.  By  this  time  it  was  dark.  Captain  Green  discovered  the  en- 
emy advancing  slowly  down  the  river  bank  and  immediately  opened 
fire  upon  him,  and  stubbornly  resisted  utitil,  stricken  down  by  a  minie 
ball,  his  company  fell  back,  bearing  his  body  with  them.  The  enemy 
pursuing,  charged  up  the  street.  Captains  Stamps,  Sims  an%  Gibson 
opened  a  galling  fire  upon  him  and  drove  him  off  the  streets,  up  to- 
wards the  pontoon  bridge,  and  held  him  in  check  until  about  seven 
o'clock,  when  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  city,  and 
form  a  line  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  the  telegraph  road, 
where  I  remained  until  I  was  relieved  by  the  gallant  and  lamented 
General  Cobb,  when  I  moved  back  to  camp. 

During  the  whole  day  we  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  ei- 
emy's  batteries,  posted  on  the  opposite  heights,  sheltering  ourselrei 
as  we  could  behind  houses,  fences,  etc. 

The  officers  and  men  obeyed  every  order  with  promptness  and  also- 
rity,  and  maintained  every  position  with  a  promptness  and  eonstaney 
worthy  of  all  praise. 
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Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    • 

BENJAMIN  G.  HUMPHRIES, 
Colonel  €ommandi9ig  tUt  Regiment  Misntsippi  Voluntttrs. 


.  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CABELL. 

Camp  near  Pr-edericksburo,  Virciwia,  > 
'      '  December  fS,  1863.       J 

Major  James  M.  Gogoin,  A.  A.  G. : 

Majoh  :  In  conformitj  with  instructions,  I  haVe  the  honor  to  syxh- 
icit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  and  services  pf  the  aotillerj, 
placed  under  my  corajaand,  during  the  recent  engagement: 

The  division  of  Major  General  McLaws  arriving  here  at  the  heai 

.  of  jthe  column  on  Thursday,  the  20th,  by  a  rapid  movement,  to  inter- 
cept the  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Fredericksburg,  ii 
devolved  upon  me,  under  the  direction  of  Major  General  McLaws.  to 
place  the  artillery  in  position  and  prepare  for  their  attack.  It  hai 
been  represented  that  the  hills  of  the  Stafford  side  of  the  Rappih-xn- 
nock  completely  copamanded  the  heights  on  this  side.  This  was 
apparently  the  case  on  the  first  view  of  the  position,  the  upper  range 

.  of  hills  being  then  covered  with  forest.  Anticipating  that  the  enemy, 
who  were  in  large  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  would  im- 
mediately attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the  river,  preparaiions  were 
at  once  made  for  resistance.  However,  the  enemy  not  attempting  & 
passage  then,  in  a  very  short  tim«  the  whole  scheme  of  defence  was 
arranged.  About  a  mile  above  Fredericksburg,  at  Dr.  John  R.  Tay- 
lor's residence,  the  land  rises  abruptly  from  the  river  to  great  eleva- 
tion to  the  upper  heights.  Thes^  upper  heights,  however,  rapidly 
recede  from  the  river  bank  and  then  take  a  course  nearly  p.irjlle! 
.with,  but  at  considerable  distance  from  the  river.  These  hilU,  shortly 
below  the  right^of  the  position  of  this  division,  rapidly  diminish 
until  near  Hamilton's  Crossing,  where  they  have  very  incohsidoraV.e 
elevation.  The  hills  on  the  other  side  are  much  nearer  the  river. 
This  gave  the  enemy  great  advantage  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
and  in  shellinj?"  his  troops  after  they  passed  over.  On  our  right,  and 
shortly  below  Fredericksburg,  their   whole  army  could,  and  a   largp 

.j)orliou  of  it  did,  deploy  on  this   side  of  the  river  in  almost  perfect 

.  eecurify  from  our  artiflery.  At  the  same  time,  being  under  the  cover 
.of  their  artillery  on  the  Stafford  side  of  the  river,  they  wei^  ne  irlj 
•8  secure  from  an  attack  by  our  infantry.  A  knowledgf  of  this  fac: 
probably  induced  General  Burnside  to  cross' the  river,  and  his  boas: 
that,  after  the  fight  of  Saturday,  he  remained  two  days  in  the  plain, 

,  ..waiting  and  inviting  an  attack  from  us,  is  simply,  ridiculous.  Bu: 
^near  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  where  the  upper  heights  commence  to  recede 
from  the  river,  a  lower  range  of  hills  commenceSy  which,  though  also 
receding  .from,  keeps  much  nearer  the  river.  This  lower  range  of 
hills  terminates  abruptly  with  Marye's  Hill,  immediately  in  rear  of 
the  town  of  Fredericksburg — the  hill  then  having  almost  the  appear- 
.ance  of  a  promontory,  the  low  grounds  extending  about  eight  hundre.} 
jards  back  to  the  base  of  the  upper  heights.  This  lower  range  vi 
J^ills  is  much  lower  than  the  hills  on  the  Stafford  side  of  the  river. 
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snd  18  e^^mmftnddd  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  The  positian  ef  our  wt* 
tillery  and  infantry^  made  by  Major  Oeneral  McLa^s,  was  eertainly 
most  happy  to  eoontervail  the  diead^aBtages  of  our  position.  While 
the  whole  line  was  under  my  direction,  I  had  recommended  that 
abort-range  guns  should  be  placed  on  the  declivity  on  each  side  of 
Marye^s  hojise,  between  the  bonae  and  the  stone  wall,  where  oar  in* 
fimtry  were  drawn  up  during  the  battle.  I  had  recommended  this,  in 
addition  to  the  guns  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  .order  to  sweep  Uie 
plain  in  front.  The  impossibility  of  giving  gnna  on  the  crest  of  an 
abrupt  hill  sufficient  depression  gives  great  advantages  to  a  column 
of  infantry,  who,  by  making  a  rapid  cbarg^  soon  find  themselree 
completely  protected  from  the  artillery  en  the  hills.  I  had  also  «e* 
commended  that  guns  should  be  placed  on  the  northern  side  of  the. 
plank  r6ad,  on  the  hills  that  sweep^towards  the  upper  part  of  Frede- 
ricksburg,  as  if  for  its  protection.  These  positions  would  have  given 
a  complete  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing  upon  Marye*a 
Hill,  and  also  upon  their  forces  massed  in  front  of,  but  protected  by 
the  conformation  of  the  ground  from  the  fire  or  even  sight  of  the 
gunners  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  These  dispositions,  for  some  reasons, 
were  no^  made.  Had  they  beei^  made,  the  repulse  would  have  been 
even  more  signal  and  the  victory  even  more  complete  than  we  ob- 
tained.  It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  Major  Greneral  McLawa 
to  say  that  the  disposition  of  the  artillery,  in  other  respects,  was 
such  as  he  had  chosen.  During  the  whole  of  Thursday,  the  1 1th  of 
December,  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  our  batteries,  and  our  cannoneers 
stood  quiet  spectators  of  the  enemy's  attempt  to  cross  the  river.  The 
enemy's  cannon  was.firing  almost  incessantly,  and  their  shell  fre- 
quently fell  near  our  batteries.  The  next  day,  Friday,  upon  the 
uplifting  of  the  fog,  disclosed  to  our  view  the  larger  portion  of  the 
whole  forco  of  the  enemy  upon  this  side  of  the  river.  On  the  right 
of  my  position  a  battery  .of  light  artillery  was  discovered,  in  position. 
A  few  well  directed  shots  from  our  batteries  caused  this  battery 
quickly  to  retire  to  a  position  still  further  to  the  right,  The  first 
position  of  this  battery,  if  retained,  would  have  been  very  annoying 
to  our  troops,  who  were  drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  the  woods  and 
in  convenient  range  of  its  guns..  This^battery  then  took  position  on 
the  other  side  of  Deep  creek,  alongside  of  several  other  batteries, 
but  its  efTectiveness  waa  nearly  destroyed  by  its  compelled  removal  of 
position. 

Every  battery  officer  received  the  instruction  that  he  iwas  to  fir« 
with  great  deliberation,  and  to  fire  only  upon  large  bodies  of  troops. 
Of  course,  some  discretion  was  allowed  to  every  officer,  and  I  an 
happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  that  discretion  was  generally  well  ex- 
ercised. And  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  effectiveness  of  our  flk^s 
was  affoided  by  their  turning  their  guns  upon  us. 

In  front  of  my  position  the  low  grounds  extended  in  an  apparent 
plain  from  the  base  of  the  hill  to  the  river  bank.  Through  these  low 
grounds  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad  and  the  river 
road  pass.  Though  apparently  m  plain,  there  are  many  inequalitiei 
of  the  ground,  which,  with  these  roads,  enabled  the  enemy  to  mask 
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kis  spprotoh.'  AH  Mnt  fire  <^  o«r  Wlteri^a  were  00  pkced  ee  to  cmi- 
mand  not  only  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  our  right,  but  alao  the 
telegraph  road  and  the  abandoned  railroad,  called  the  Fredericksbnig 
mnd  Gordoi^sville  railroad.  The  guns  back  of  Howison's  house^  be* 
aides  this,  commanded  the  left  of  the  telegraph  road,  and  enabled  na 
to  giTC  an  oblique  and  almost  enfilading  fire  upon  Uie  enemy  adranc- 
ing  from  the  various  streets  in  Fredericksburg,  and  whoVere  drawn 

Sunder  the  protection  of  the  inequalities  of  the  ground  in  front  of 
irye's  Hill.  The  main  battle  on  the  left  was  fought  to  obtain  this 
liill.  Between  this  hill  and  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  it  is  anid, 
the  Rappahannock  foHherly  flowed.  The  conformation  of  the  ground^ 
therefore,  enabled  the  enemy  to  mask  their  troops  so  as  to  be  out  of 
wiew  of  our  infantry,  in  position  at*the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  OTen 
from  our  artillery  on  the  hill  itself.  My  position  enabled  me  to  ob- 
lerre  the  enemy's  left  flank,  upon  which  our  guns  opened  a  most  de* 
atrnctiTe  fire.  It  was  easy  to  perceiye,  from  previous  knowledge  of 
the  ground  and  the  location  of  their  left  flank,  where  their  troops 
were  massed,  and  our  batteries,'haYing  an  almost  enfilading  fire,  opened 
upon  them.  Through  the  valley  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill  a  sluioe  for 
the  waste  waters  of  the  canal  passes.  There  is  no  passage  fot  the  en- 
emy's troops  between  the  road  immediately  in  front  of  Marye's  house 
and  the  road  leading  directly  from  the  telegraph  road  to  the  depot  of 
the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad.  The  approach  by  this 
latter  Toad  was  completely  commanded  by  our  guns.  Several  times 
their  advance  was  repulsed  by  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  batteriee. 

Over  a  whole  brigade  was  displaced  and  scattered  in  confusion  to 
the  rear.  Once  they  made  for  the  railroad  cut,  .and  several  shell  from 
our  batteries  exploded  amongst  them  before  they  could  escape  from 
it.  Once  they  charged  by  attempting  to  cross  the  cut,  running  down 
one  side  and  up  the  other ;  and  again  they  attemjpted  to  escape  in  the 
aame  manner.  But  on  each  occasion  a  murderous  fire  from  our  bat- 
teries caused  them  to  retire  precipitately. 

I  am  confident  that  not  only  upon  the  approach  and  the  succeesiTe 
repulses  of  the  enemy  was  the  fire  of  our  batteries  most  efficaqiona, 
but  that  also  it  did  great  execution  upon  the  masses  of  die  enemy  in 
front  of  Marye's  Hill. 

It  may  be  proper,  alao,  to  state  another  fact  in  connection  with  the 
topography  of  the  battle-field.  The  right  of  Marye'sHill  terminntea 
almost  precipitously.  The  telegraph  road  passes  on  die  right 
of  the  hill  and  dien  turns  almost  directly  at  r^ht  angles  at  the 
foot  and  in  frwt  of  the  hill.  The  railroad  cut  and  embankaaent 
would  have  enabled  the  enemy  to  come  in  almost  perfect  seenrity 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  right  flanlr  of  our  tro<^Sy  drawn  u|^  be- 
hind the  stone  wall  on  the  telegraph  road,  and,  by  a  rapid  charge,  to 
have  our  troops  at  the  moat  serious  disadvantage.  Their  advnuee 
could  not  have  been  effectively  checked  by  the  aitillery  on  MMrye'e 
Gull,  owing  to  the  conformation  ef  the  ground. 

It  is  due  to  the  brave  and  idcillful  officers  and  eanneneera  to  mmj, 
that  their  cool,  well-directed  and  moat  efficient  fire  not  only  aided  ma- 
^ally  in  repulsing  the  direct  attack  on  Marye's  Hill»  but  in  pre- 
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Tentiiig  the  right  flank  of  this  position  being  ttirneii  by  the  enemy: 
While  saying  this,  however,  I  wish  to  giye  all  due  praise  .to  the  gaU 
lant  artillery  corps  who  occupied  so  snccessf ally  the  crest  of  Marye^t 
Hill.  I  have  been  thus  diffas^  in  describing  the  topography  of  the  bat^ 
tie  field-,  as  I  think  it  dae  to  onr  troops,  both  infantry  aijd  artillery/that 
the  fact  should  be  known,  th4it  not  to^the  nataral  strength  of  onr  po* 
sitfon,  but  to  the  skill  and  generalship  of  oar  leaders,  and  the  gal* 
lantry,  c(\nrage,  and  well-directed  aim  of  onr  cannoneers  and  in&ijttry^ 
are  we  indebted  for  onr  most  brilliant  victory. 

Forty- ^ght  gnns  were  placed  nnder  my  charge  during  the  engage- 
•ment :  Captain  Reid's  battery,  three  guns  occupied,  the  position  im* 
mediately  to  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road.     Next  to  this  battery, 
one  of  the  thirty-pounder  Parrott  guns  (Richmond  manufactory)  waa 
placed.     It  was  replaced  by  a  Whitworth  gun  of  Captain  Lovers  bat* 
tery.     Next  on  the  right,  and  on  the  hill  back  of  Howison's  house, 
and  in  the  following  order  were  placed  two  six-pounder  smooth-bore 
guns  and  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts,  under  the  command  of  GaptaiB 
Macon,  of  the  Richmond  Fayette  «rtillery.'    The  smoth-bore  gune^ 
fired  only  round  shot.     Next,  three  pieces,  Parrotts,  of  Captain  R. . 
L.  Cooper's  battery.     Thisbslttery  was  withdrawn  to  another  position' 
and  replaced  by  three  pieces,  one  Parrott  and  two  three-inch' rifles,  of 
Capt.  Brailbh's  battery.   Next,  two  Parrotts  of  Capt.  Coalter's  battery, 
and  one  thirty-pounder  Parrott,  (Richmond  manufactory.)     This  gun* 
was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  Captain  ElPs  battery. 
Both  of  the  Richmond  guns  did  good  service,  but  exploded  during  the  - 
engagement.     Next,  one  three-inch  rifle,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Taylor,  of  Captain  Eubank's  battery.     Next,  one  ten-pounder  Par- 
rott,  commanded  by^  Lieutenant  Blunt  of  Captain  Dearing^s  battery. 
Next,  five  pieces,  under  the  command  of  Major  S.  P.  Hamilton,  con- 
sisting of  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts,  of  first  company  Richmond  how- 
itzers.  Captain  McCarthy,  and  three  rifled  guns  of  Captain  Ross' ' 
battery.     Captain  Mosely's  battery,  six  pieces,  had  been  placed  in 
the  rear  of  Marye's  Hill,  with  a  view  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,,  in  case  • 
they  succeeded  in  taking  that  position.     This  battery  occupied  a  po*- 
sition  of  danger  and  responsibility,  and  their  courage  and  firmness, . 
under  fire,  were  well  exhibited.  Of  this  battery,  two  men  were  weunded,. 
one  horse  killed,  five  public  horses  and  Captain  Mosely's  horse 
wounded. 

Besides  these,  there  were  twelve  short-range  pieces,  un^er  cooi-- 
mandf  of  Majqir  JKelson ;  two  pieces  of  Captain  McCarthy's  battery, 
and  three  pieces  of  Captain  Coalter's  battery.  These  guns  did  not 
fire  during  the  engagement. 

In  the  Yankee  accounts  of  the*  battle,  it  is  stated  that  about  one* 
fifth  of  the  killed  and  wounded  were  from  the  artillery.  When  it  is 
reeoUected  that  l^is  account  takes  in  the  losses  on  their  left,  where 
we  used  but  litth  artillery,  it  would  seem  probable  that  their  propor- 
tion of  losses  from  the  artillery  in  the  battle  in  front  of  Marye's  HilL 
WAS  much  greater. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major^  very  respectfaUy, 

H.  0.  CABELL, 
Chland  md^ChUf  if  ArtiOery,  Major  Oen.  XkLawf  Dw^ 
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RBPOBT  OF   CAPTAIN  D.  JLANG,  OF  EIGHTH    FLORIDA 

BEGIMEITT. 

HeadquaiIters  Eighth  Florida  Regiment,  > 
December  16,  I86S«      ) 

Major  J.  H.  Whither, 

Assitiani  Adjutant  General  of  Ferris  Brigade  : 

Major  :  I  hftTe  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  conformity  with  orders,' 
I  moved  iny  command  on  the  night  of  the  8th  instant,  above  Freder- 
icksburg, near  the  canol,  and  relieved  the  twelfth  MiBBissippi  regiment, 
then  on  duty  as  a  reserve  force  for  the  support  of  oar  pickets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  instant,  at  about  five  o'clock,  I  received 
orders  to  report  with  my  command  at  once,  at  the  market  house,  to 
Brigadier  General  Barksdale.  Before  reaching  the  above  place,  I  waa 
intercepted  by  General  Barksdale  and  ordered  to  a  point  on  the  river 
forming  the  site  of  the  old  ferry,  and  instructed  to  confer  with  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Fizer,  commanding  seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
as  to  the  best  manner  of  disposing  of  my  force  to  prevent^he  enemy 
from  effecting  a  crossing.  I  was  informed  by  General  Barksdale  that 
the  enemy  were  attempting  another  crdssing  below  the  city,  and,  as 
the  ford  at  that  point  was  weak^  I  was  to  send  three  companies  of  mj 
command  to  strengthen  the  same.  I  immediately  placed  companies  A, 
F,  and  D,  under  command  of  Captain  Boyd,  with  instructions  in  coa- 
formity  with  the  above.  I  then  formed  the  remaining  companies  ia 
line  of  battle,  in  such  manner  as  would  best  command  the  crossing 
and  afford  a  cover  for  my  men.  The  enemy  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
bank,  drawn  up  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  his  pontooniers  were  busily 
engaged  in  constructing  a  bridge.  It  was  understood  between  Colonel 
Fizer  and  myself — my  command  being  in  position — that  he  would  open 
fire  and  I  would  continue  the  same.  At  about  half  past  five,  A.  M., 
the  pontooniers  having  advanced  the  bridge  about  two-thirds  across  the 
river,  the  seventeenth  Mississippi  opened  fire,  and  my  command  at 
once  did  the  same,  with  good  effect,  the  enemy  being  compelled  to 
abandon  his  work  and  flee  to  points  of  security.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  supporting  the  pontooniers  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire 
*with  artillery  and  musketry,  which  was  kept  up  almost  continuously 
the  whole  day.  Each  attempt  of  the  pontooniers*  to  Continue  their 
work  was  met  by  a  well  directed  fire  from  my  command.  Four  officers 
of  my  command  and  about  twenty  enlisted  men  were  wounded,  and 
seven  killed,  when  I  was  borne  from  the  field,  having  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  head.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  Captain  Love, 
who  maintained  the  position,  though  exposed  to  a  gidling  fire  of  shell, 
shot,  canister  and  musketry,  until  about  four  o^docl^  P.  M.,  when,  in 
accordance  with  orders,  he  withdrew  his  force.  X  regret  that  the  absence 
of  Capt.,Boyd,  who,  together  with  the  three  companies  composing  his 
command,  are  miflbing,  renders  it  impossible  to  give  a  report  of  the  ser- 
vice performed  by  him.    It  is  proper  to  remark  that  Captain  Boyd 
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regarded  the  position  entrusted  to  him  as  so  exposed  and  admitting 
of  80  little  means  of  escape,  that  he  objected  to  oocnpying  the  same 
until  the  order  was  repeated.  ^  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  command 
behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  their  State  and  the  noble  canse  in 
which  they  were  engaged.  Below  I  famish  yon  with  a  list  of  the 
casnalties  of  the  eighth  Florida  regiment. 

Captain  D.  Lang,  commanding  regiment,  seriously  wounded  in  the 
head ;  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  Hooper  lost  a  leg. 

CoiW>any  B— Prirates  T.  M.  Gray  and  J.  N.  Marshall, killed. 
First  liie#tenant  Hector  Bruce,  wounded  in  neck,  slight;  corporal 
Charles  McCall,  head,  severe ;  corporal  T.  HXrper,,hand,  slight ;  pri«* 
vates  3,  P.  Bracewell,  abdomen,  serious  ;  George  S.  Lambert,  J.  F. 
Cox,  J.  R.  Prevalt,  slight;  J.  R.  Green  missing. 

Company  A. — Sergeants  J.  N.  Fielding,  wounded,  slightly;  N.  H. 
Allman,  missing.  Privates  J.  Bootright,  F.  Briant,  G.  W.  Crawley, 
J.  Driggers,  D.  Howlk,  B.  J.  Redding,  G.  B.  Ross  and  A.  Williams, 
missing.  .      • 

Company  C. — Privates  T.  Saunder#and  E.  Curl,  wounded,  seTere ; 
H.  Daughtry,  slight. 

Respectfally, 

D.LANG, 
Captain  commanding  Begiment. 
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RKPOET  OF  CAVTA^  MAUKIN. 

Camp  near  Dimmar's  Farm,      > 
Deeember  18»  1868.) 

To  General  Pkrrt  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  thf  part 
taken  by  my  battery  in  the  engagements  before  Fredericksoarg : 

The  Bignid  gun  fired  Thursday  morning,  the  llthinstant^  found 
eyery  man  at  his  post.  I  had  two  sections  of  my  battery  on  the 
fields  the  first  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Prosper  Landry,  and  the 
other  by  Lieutenant  Gamille  Mollere.  The  four  first  bastions*  imme- 
diatel^  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  were  the  positions  assigned  and 
occupied. 

As  soon  as  the  fog,  which  coxered  us  until  about  nine  p'clock,  A. 
M.,  had  disappeared,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  me  Arom  his  enormoi^s 
field  batteries  and  heayy  guns  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  his 
shots  falling  around,  some  striking  the  works,  but  none  doing  any 
injury.  This  he  repeated  at  intervals,  each  succeeding  day,  but  with 
no  better  result  for  him,  or  none  worse  for  me.  According  to  orders, 
I  withheld  my  fire  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  came 
down  to  cross,  but  the  increasing  darkness  preventing  me  from  seeing 
the  effects  of  my  ishots,  I  ceased  firing. 

Friday  morning  a  company  of  sharpshooters  advanced  on  my  left, 
but  a  few  well  directed  shots  from  Mollere's  section  drove  them  back 
into  the  town.  The  enemy  was  now  seen  coming  down  in  force  from 
the  opposite  hills,  in  order  to  cross.  The  distance  was  rather  toe 
great  for  much  accuracy,  yet  a  shell  from  my  ten-pound  Parrott 
proved  effective,  bursting  in  the  midst  of  an  advancing  column,  caus- 
ing it  to  stagger,  making  some  run,  and  sending  the  mounted  officers 
to  arrest  the  flight  of  the  fugitives.  That  this  shot  effected  more 
than  a  mere  panic  was  attested  a  short  time  after  by  the  arrival  on 
that  spot  of  four  ambulances,  which  returned  with  their  load  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

Saturday  morning,  a  column  of  |he  enemy  being  seen  crosatng 
the  street  of  which  the  plank  road  is  a  prolongation,  a  few  shots  from 
4he  first  piece  forced  it  to  take  anether  line  of  march,  behind  the 
brow  of  the  hills.  But  when  his  heavy  columns  debouched  from  the 
^wn'  and  were  marching  across  the  valley,  in  lin^  of  battle,  to  attack 
our  lines,  the  second  and  third  pieces  were  the  only  guns  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear  on  them,  and  so  effectually  did  they  do  thia  that 
the  enemy  brought  forward  immediately,  in  front  of  the  edge  of  the 
town,  eight  pieces,  which  opened  on  me  so  furiously  that  they  aud^ 
ceeded  in  divertinffmy  fire,  but  not  before  I  had  fired  more  than  two 
hundred  rounds.  Their  shots  were  so  well  directed  that  I  could  only 
occasionally  give  a  round  to  the  infantry,  whenever  the  opportunity 
occurred,  wliat  harm  I  did  them  dieir  smoke,  as  well  as  mine,  pre- 
Tented  me  from  seeing,  yet  I  saw  one  shell  burst  fairlv  among  one  of 
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his  ^itachmeats.  A  regiment  now  eame  forward  to  support  them, 
wliich  was  driFen  back  by  Lientenant  Mollere's  section.  It  was  then 
that  Captain  Latrobe,  of  General  Longstreet^s  staff,  came  and  sag- 
gested  the  propriety  of  dislodging  two  or  three  regiments  standing 
behind  a  steep  hill,  which  not  only  protected,  bat  also  concealed  them 
from  our  men,  on  whom  they  were  evidently  preparing  to  make  % 
(charge.  Bat  my  ten- pound  Parrott  could  not  be  broaght  td  bear  on 
ihem  without  taking  it  out  of  the  bastion,  and  to  do  this  were  to  meet 
almost  certain  death  from  the  guns  in  front,  which  had  by  this  time  ob- 
tained a  plrfect  range.  However,  the  suggestion  ^was  no  sobner  made 
than  Lieutenant  Landry  ordered  it  out,  and,  together  with  Captain 
Latrobe,  helped  the  men  to  pull  and  put  it  in  position.  It  was  scarcely 
out  and  not  yet  in  position,  when  cannoneer  Linopier  fell  dead^ 
pierced  to  the  heart  by  a  piece  of  shell.  The  fate  of  their  comrade 
seemed  to  inspire  my  men  with  renewed  determination,  and,  un- 
daunted by  the  shots  of  the  guns  and  ballets  of  the  sharpshootera, 
which  were  flying  thick  and  fast  around  them,  they  behaved  with  the 
calm  courage  which  deserves  the  highest  praise^  The  piece  was 
loaded  and  fired  with  such  precision  that  not  one  shot  was  lost,  but 
every  one  telling  with  frightful  effect.  It  was  loaded  for  the  fourth 
time  and  was  ready  to  fire,  when  it  was  disabled  by  a  shell,  which 
broke  a  wheel  and  at  the  same  time  wounded  three  men,  (Corporal 
Thomas  Morelli,  whose  skill  as  gunner  cannot  be  too  highly  prized ; 
and  cannoneer  Demot  Leblanc,  whose  foot  has  since  been  ampatated, 
and  P.  Percy,  severely  wounded  in  three  different  places  )  Bat  the 
object  was  accomplished ;  some  fled,  some  were  killed,  and  die  re- 
mainder dared  iSot  leave  their  cover.  At  night  the  broken  wheel  was 
replaced  and  the  piece  relieved.  Of  the  .first  piece,  cannoneers 
Adolphe  Orilbe  and  F.  Babin  were  wounded,  the  former  severely  and 
the  latter  slightly.     Three  horses  were  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Nothing  worth  iqentioning  was  done  on  Sunday.  At  night  I  was 
relieved  by  Captain  Jordan,  after  having  been  in  position  since  Sun- 
day night,  the  1st  instant.  My  third  section,  of  six -pounder  guns, 
was  not  engaged,  but  on  Sunday  night,  the  14th  instant,  it  was  or- 
dered in  front,  where  it  is  at  present,  occupying  works  on  the  left. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  can  but  render  praise  to  Lieutenants 
Landry  and  MoUere,  for  their  eallant  conduct,  and  to  my  cannoneers 
and  drivers.  Casualties :  one  killed  and  five  wounded ;  three  horses 
killed  and  two  wounded.         • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAURIN, 
Captain  ammandmg  DanaUmivilk  ArtiUery.^ 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  E.  TALIAFERRO. 

Headquarters  McLaws*  Division,  Dec.  29,  186S. 

Major  J..  M.  Goggin,  A.  A.  G. : 

.  Major  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  yon  a  report  of  the  ordnance  stores 
captured  by  this  command  in  the  recent  battles  around  Fredericksborg : 
1,500  small  arms;  200,000  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition  ;  400 
setts  of  accoutrements;  300  hundred  knapsacks;  1^5  cartridge 
boxes,  extra ;  695  rounds  twelve-pounder  shell  and  spherical  case  ; 
120  twelve- pounder  shot;  240  rounds  of  Parrott  shells,  different 
calibres  ;  200  three-inch  shell,  of  various  kinds. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  shells,  which  were  collected  in  the 
Streets  and  houses,  are  somewhat  damliged,  but  capable  of  being  again 
rendered  serviceable.     The  arms  and  accoutrements  are,  for  the  most 
part,  in  good  condition,  and  the  small  arm  ammunition  uninjured. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TALIAFERRO, 
Captain  and  Ordnance  Officer  of  Division. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEWia 

HsADQUlLRTERS  Lewis'  Battery,  December  18,  186S. 

Brigadier  General  Wilcox, 

Cbmrnanding  Brigade  : 

General  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
bj  my  battery  in  the  battle  fought  before  Fredericksburg  :      •  ; 

I  was  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  immediately  opposite  the  ford 
between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg,  on  the  night  ^f  the  S3d  of 
l^oyeihber,  and  commenced  throwing  up  earthworks  to  protect  the 
guD9  and  cannoneers,  which  were  completed  before  the  enemy  at- 
tempted to  cross  the  river. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  1 1th  of  Decem^ber,  after  the  signal  guns 
were  fired,  we  were  at  our  guns,  ready  for  action,  and  there  remained; 
'  without  firing  a  gun,  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  *I  saw  a  column 
Of  infantry  (about  two  regiments)  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pon- 
toon bridge,  when  I  gave  the  command  to  commence  firing.  We 
fired  rapidly  for  a  short  time,  driving  the  second  regiment  back  be- 
hind L'acy's  house. 

A  little  later  in  the  day  we  fired  at  some  cavalry  and  artillery, 
which  soon  withdrew  from  sight.  I  could  have  fired  much  more,  but 
my  orders  were  very  strict  about  wasting  ammunition ;  and  only  fired 
when  certain  of  doing  them  damage.  We  slept  at  our  guns  that  night. 

On  Friday,  the  ISth  instant,  we  engaged  at  various  times  in  firing 
at  batteries  Crossing  the  river.  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  column 
of  infantry  (about  a  brigade)  came  in*  sight.  I  opened  on  them  im- 
mediately, throwing  shell  in  the  head  of  their  column,  scattering 
them  and  doing  them  much  damage,  causing  them  to  change  their 
.  course,  and  move  back  around  Lacy's  house.  When  we  ceased  firing, 
their  ambulances  came  after  the  wounded.  I  could,  with  a  glass,  see 
many  dead  lying  on  the  field  after  the  ambulances  had  carried  off  the 
wonnded.  Later  in  the  day  I  fired  at  some  cavalry  crossing  the  river 
at  the  ford.    Again  their  ambulances  were  called  into  use. 

On  Saturday,  I  fired  on  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery,  whenever 
they  eame  wi&in  easy  range,  with  what  effect  I  could  not  tell. 

On  Sunday, •!  only  fired  a  few  shots,  at  cavalry.  Up  to  Sunday 
night,  we  fired  about  foar  hundred  rounds,  at  whiohr  time  I  was  re- 
lieved by  a  battery  of  smooth-bore  guns,  and  moved  back  to  the  posi- 
tion formerly  occupied  by  Captain*  Woolfolk's  battery,  sinoqiwhich 
time  we  have  remained  qniet. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that,  although  subjected  to  an  enfilading  fire 
of  more  than  twenty  gnns,  (and  some  of  them  ttheir  heaviest,)  our 
works,  though  frequently  struck,  were  so  strong  that  none  passed 
through,  but  several  passed  over  the  top  and  through  the  embrasure 
into  the  pits.  I  r lost  none  killed,  and  only  two  wounded — privates 
Hughes,  in  leg  slightly,  and  Hailey,  in  head,  from  oonoussion.   tOne 
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tone  was  elighily  wounded.  I  think  we  eonld  have  done  them  much 
Qore  damage  but  for  defectireness  of  ammunition*  causing  us  to  lay 
tide  our  former  experience  of  artillerists. 

I  have.  General,  the  honor  to  be,  .-^ 

•  Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  LEWIS, 
Cf^tain  commanding  Ltwif  Light  Artitkry, 
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RKPOBT  Of  CAPTAIN  GOVAN. 

Hbadqujlrtebs  CoMFjLifT  B,  Sktentkekth  Mi88i8aipri  Rbg't,  ( 

December  il,  1862.   '  ) 

Colo&el  FizbM 

Sevemeenth  Mississippi  Regiment :  » 

Sir  :  The  Florida  companieB  that  reported  to  me  on  the  11  ih  in- 
stant  were  ordered  into  position  on  my  right.  The  entire  command, 
m  my  opinion,  did  not  constitute  forty  men.  They  were  ordered  to 
conform  to  the  movement  of  the  command.  The  officers  in  command 
of  said  companies  failed  repeatedly  to  ohey  my  commands,  when  ordered 
to  fire  on  the  bridge-bnilders ;  and  so  silent  was  his  command  that  I 
hardly  knew  he  was  in  position.  Uis  ezcase  for  not  firing  was  that  f 
his  positiim  was  too  much  exposed,  and  firing  woald  draw  the  fire  of 
artillery.  I  was  informed  that  the  officer  was  withdrawing  his"  com- 
mand by  two  o'clock.  I  passed  the  order  down  the  line  to  fall  bacic, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed.  I  am  confident  that  if  any  were  cap- 
tared  it  was  from  inefficiency,  and  from  fear  of  being  killed  in  the 
retreat.  The  position  was  held  until  sunset. 
■  Very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  GK)VAN,  Captain  Compan]/  B. 
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RfiPORT  .OF  COLONEL  PIZBB. 

HciKDQUARTERS  SBTEirTEENTH  M188I88IPPI  REGTmKT,  ) 

Near  FredeHcksbeurg^  December  31,  1868.      ( 

Lieutenant  John  A.  Barksdale,  f 

A,  A.  A.  General  Third  Brigade: 

Lieutenant  :  It  becoming  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  action  of 
the  eighth  Florida  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  Lang,  during  the 
engagement  at  Fredericksburg,  December  11,  1862,  I  submit  the 
following : 

About  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  morning  of  the  11th,  General 
Barksdale  came  to  me,  at  the  ferry  near  Commerce  street,  accompa* 
nied  by  a  portion  of  the  eighth  Florida  regiment,  numbering  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  I  suppose.  He  said  to  me,  **  assist  Gap- 
tain  Lang,  commanding,  in  putting  his  battalion  in  position,"  which  I 
proceeded  to  do  imm^iately,  suggesting  to  Captain  L.  to  place  his 
oattalion  on  my  left,  which  could  be  in  point-blank  range  of  the 
enemy,  above  the  bridge  then  being  rapidly  constrilcted  by  them — my 
regiment  bearing  on  the  front  and  from  a  point  below«  Such  dispo- 
sition being  made,  we  easily  swept  the  enem^  from  their  bridge,  from 
above,  ^)eIow  and  in  front.  The  battalion  did  good  service  and  acted 
gallantly  while  commanded  by  Captain  L.  He  obeyed  my  sugges-^ 
tions  with  alaqrity,  and  proved  himself  a  worthy,  gallant  and  efficient 
o&cer,  but  fell,  severely  wounded,  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  after 
which  time  I  received  but  little  aid  from  the  regiment,  as  it  seemed 
troubled  and  in  want  of  a  commander.  I  am  compelled^to  state  that 
a  certain  lieutenant  (his  name  I  do  not  recollect)  so  far  forgot  himself 
as  to  draw  his  pistol  and  threaten  to  J^ill  some  of  my  sharpshooters  if 
they  fired  again,  as  it  would  draw  the  enemy's  firo  on  the  position. 
As  to  the  conduct  of  the  portion  of  the.regiment  sent  to  reinforce 
Captain  Govan,  I  refer  you  to  his  enclosed  report. 
Very  respectfully,     - 

JOHN  C.  FIZER, 
Lieutenant  Coltmel  commanding  Seventeenth  Missimppi  Rei^t. 
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BBPORT  OF  COLONEL  FIZBR. 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Begtment,  > 
N€ar  Fredericksburg,  Fii.,  Dec.  19,  1862.      J 

To  John  B.  Barksdale, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Generd  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  sabmitting  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  seventeenth  regiment  Mississippi  volunteers,  while  defending 
tbe  passage  of  thfe  Bappahannock,  opposite  the  city  of  Fredericksburg, 
on  the  morning  of  the  11th  December,  1962  : 

Being  ordered  to  the  city  on  picket  duty  on  the  9th  instant,  I  was 
ordered  to  dispose  of  my  regiment  so  as  to  guard  the  river  from  the 
ferry  to  a  point  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below.      I  promptly 
made  such  disposition  as  I  thought  would  check  the  enemy,  if  he  at- 
tempted to  force  a  passage  at  or  between  either  p<||||t  indicated.     The 
line  of  pickets  consisted  of  two  wings,  the  right  commanded  by  Ga*p« 
tain  A.  G.  Govan,  and  the  left  by  Captain  A.  J.  PuUiam.     The  reserve 
I  stationed  at  or  near  the  market-house.     About  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M., 
of  the  10th  instant,  you  ordered  me  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
promptly  done,  by  sanding  to  the  right  wing  companies  I  and  K,  and 
to  the  left  companies  H  and  C ;  and,  about  four  o'clock,  A  &!,.,  of  the 
11th  instant,  you,  in  person,  ordered  me  with  my  reserve,  consisting 
'of  companies  D,  E,  G,  and  part  of  F,  to  repair  at  once  to  the  qpper 
ford,  as  the  ^nemy  were  rapidly  putting  in  their  pontoons,  preparatory 
to  crossing.     I  reached  the  point  as  soon  as  possible,  and,  on  getting 
there,  found  the  enemy  busily  working  on  the  bridge,  having  extend- 
ed it  about  thirty  feet  on  the  water.     On  reaching  this  point,  I  relieved 
Captain  Pulliam  and  assumed  command  in  person.    You  having  left  it 
discretionary  with  me  when  to  begin  the  attack,  I  immediately  made 
fluch  disposition  of  the  sev^n'  companies  as  I  thought  would  be  most 
effective.     Knowing  there  were  many  families  occupying  the  houses 
on  the  margin  of  the  river,  I  deemed  it  proper  tonotify  all  the  women 
and  children  of  their  danger,  and  give  them  time  to  get  from  under 
range  of  the  enemy's  guns.     This  being  accomplished  about  five,  A. 
M.,  I  ordered  my  men  to  fire  on  the   bridge   builders,   which  they 
obeyed  promptly  and  deliberately,  and  I  think  with  stunning  effect, 
the  command  being  echoed  by  Captain  Govan  on  the  right,  in  the  same 
manner  and  w|th  equal  effect,  causing  the  enemy  to  throw  down  their 
implements  and.  quit  their  work  in  great  confusion.      After  which 
they  immediately  opened  a  heavy,  galling  and  concentrated  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery  upon  both  wings  for  an  hour,  and,  supposing 
they  had  driven  us  from  our  position,  they  again  began  their  work  on 
the  bridges.     But  as  soon  as  we  discovered  them  at  work  wo  renewed 
the  attack  and  drove  them  pell  mell  from  the  bridges.     They  made  nine 
desperate  attempts  to  finish  their  bridges,  but  were  severely  punifshed 
and  promptly  repulsed  at  every  attempt.     They  used  their  artillery 
incessantly,  with  a  heavy  detachment  of  sharpshooters,  for  twelve  hours. 
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we  holding  our  position  finnly  the  whole  time  until  about  half  past 
four,  P.  M.y  when  tbej  increased  their  artillery  and  infantrj,  and 
their  batteries  becoming  so  nnmerons  and  concentrated,  we  could  not 
use  our  rifles.     Being  deprived  of  all  protection,  we  were  compelled 
to  fall  back  to  Caroline  street,  and,  from  there,  were  ordered  from 
town.     Having  to  abandon  my  position  (on  tKe  left)  believing  Captain 
Govan  still  holding  the  lower  bridge,  and  knowing  the  enemy  to  have 
crossed,  I  immediately  despatched  a  courier  to  notify  him  to  fall  back, 
fearing  he  would  be  taken.     He  rendered  me  very  valuable  assistance, 
and  held  his  position  firmly  and  with  great  gallantry  and  unusual 
firmness,  supported  by  a  part  of  the  gallant  eighteenth  Mississippi 
regiment,  composed  of  companies  A,  I  and  K.     Lieutenant  Radcliff 
deserves  special  notice  for  his  able  assistance  to  Captain  Govan.    I 
call  your  attention  especially  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Ourster,  commanding  company  F.     Much  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant 
G.  E.  Thurmond,  company  B,  acting  adjutant,  for  .his  promptness, 
coolness  and  efficiency  in  face  of  danger.      Lieutenant  Sweeney,  of 
company   D,  de&||flres   much  credit  for  promptness  and   efficiency. 
Captain  G.  R.  Cl^y,  with  his  gallant  company,  stood  the  shot  and 
shell  like  veterans,  as  did .  the  commands  of  Captains  PuUiam  and 
Middleton  and  Lieutenants  Patton  and  Lindly.     I  cannot  close  withoat 
according  to  Wm.  C.  Nelson,  private  of  company  G,  the  highest  praiie 
for  his  services  as  courier,  bearing  dispatches  when  shpt  and  shell  fell 
thickest  and  fastest.     Much  credit  is  also  due  to  private  C.  H.  John- 
son,  company  F,  for  his  valuable  services  as  courier^      First  Lieu- 
tenant  Jonas  B.  Clayton,  company  G,  quit  his  post,  severely  wounded, 
about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  after  having  done  valuable  service  with  hii 
gallant  company.     Colonel  Carter,  of  the  thirteenth  Mississippi  regi* 
ment,  furnished  me  with  ten  valuable  sharpshooters,  which  rendered 
valuable  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  FIZEB, 
Lieut,  Col.  camnumding  It th  regiment  Mississippi  voU, 

'  P.  S. — The  casualties  in  the  regiment  during  the  engagement  were 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  killed,  wounded  and  miesing. 
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RBPOKT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  RICE.. 

HtiADQUARTEftd  ThIRD  BaTTAUON  S.  C.  InfANTRT,  # 

December  22,  18^3.  S 

Captain  :  On  Sftturday  morning,  ISth  instant,  the  third  battalion, 
Kershaw's  brigade,  Mcl^iws'  division.  South  Carolina  infantry,  was 
ordered.by  Brigadier  Oeneral  Kershaw  to  change  position,  from  that 
first  assigned  to  it,  to  the  mill  on  the  crest  south  of  Fredericksburg,  there 
to  guard  a  gap  in  the  railroad  embankment  and  prevent  its  passage  by 
enemy.  The  order  was  immediately  executed,  but  the  enemy  failing 
to  mflJce  his  appearance  at  or  near  the  gap,  the  battalion^  was  not  ac- 
tively  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  13th  instant.  This  position  was 
held  by  ihe  battalion  until  the  night  of  the  16th  instant,  when  it  was 
ordered  on  picket  .guard.  On  Saturday  morning,  while  marching  to 
the  mill,  private  A.  W.  Anderson,  company  A,  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  head  by  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns.  On  Tuesday,  the  16th 
instant,  private  Wesley  Bryant,  company  E,  was  killed  by  a  frag- 
ment of  shell.  * 

The  above  report  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  third  battalion  South 
Carolina  infantry,  during  the  battle  of  the  13th  instant,  is  respect- 
fully  submitted. 

*  Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  BICE, 
lAeuienant  Colonel  TViird  Baitalian  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEJ-  BLAND. 

HcADQUARTfiltS    SeYEKTH    SouTH    CjlROUNA   JUsGUfEHTy  > 

^    Camp  near  Frtikricksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  19,  1862.      J 

Captain  R.  G.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  I  baTo  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon  hearing  the   signal 
gnns,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  instant,  I  formed  my  regiment, 
.about  four  o'clock,  and  marched  to  the   position   assigned   me  in 
line,  on  the  liill  to  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road  and  left  of  Captain 
Read's  battery.  I  deployed  forward  the  flank  companies,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  to  a  ditch  in  rear  of  a  field  upon  the  edge  of  the  open 
plain.     This  positicn  we  occupied  during  the  bombardment  of  the 
city  and  crossing  the  river  by  the  enemy.     At  seven  o'clock,  P.  M., 
on  the   iSth;  I  received  orders  to  occupy,  with  the  regiment,  the 
ground  held  by  our  line  of  skirmishers  and  open  rifle-pits  during  the 
night,  advancing  my  skirmishers  in  the  open  field  in  frojit.     The 
rifle-pits  were  finished  and  occupied  by  eight  o^clock,  A.  M.,  of  the 
13ch,  (Saturday.)  About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  enemy  advanced  and 
attacked  the  position  held  by  General  Cobb's  brigade^of  which  en- 
gagement we  were  q    ct  spectators,  until  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I 
received  orders,  with  me  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  to  reinforce 
General  Cobb.     I  mo*  ^  d  by  the  left  flank,  in  rear  of  the  third  Sonth 
Carolina  regiment,  do    n  the  telegraph  road  for  one  hundred  and  fifij 
yards,  then  filed  to  the  left,  across  Hazel  Run.  up  the  bluff  in  rear  of 
Colonel  Walton's  battery,  to  the  hill  in  rear  of  Marye  house,  where 
I  met  Lieutenant  Doby,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  who  ordered  me 
to  form  the  regiment  in  rear  of  Colonel  Nance's  third  South  Carolina, 
which  was  on  the  left  and  upon  a  line  with  the  Marye's  bouse.    Im- 
mediately after  I  formed  line,  with  the  fifteenth  South  Carolina  filed  in 
f^y  rear.    At  this  time  I  lost  several  of  my  officers  and  men  wounded 
y  fragments  of  shell ;  among  them  Captains  Roper  and  Hudgens 
and  Lieutenant  Lovelace.     In  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I  was 
called  upon  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fifteenth  North  Carolina 
regiment  to  reinforce  him.     I  at  once  moved  by  the  right  fl.ank  into 
his  position,  which  was  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  Marye  house, 
my  three  left  companies  being  in  front  of  the  house.    The  position  was 
a  good  one,  with  the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  our  front,  at  which  point 
it  descended  rapidly  towards  the  enemy.     About  seventy  yards  below, 
and  in  front  of  us,  was  the  telegraph  road,  with  a  stone  wall  or  fence 
on  the  enemy's  side,  behind  which  rested  three  regiments  of  Cobb's 
brigade,  and  the  second  and  eighth  South  Carolina  regiments,  the  two 
latter  having  just  reinforced  them.     The  knoll  in  my  front  rendered 
it  impossible  for  us  to  injure  our  friends,  but  placed  us  in  fine  range 
of  our  enemies.     We  would  load  and  advance  to  fire,  and  then  fall 
back  to  reload.     My  right  flank  was  exposed,  hy  a  -slight  depression 
in  the  hill,  to  an  oblique  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  taken  ad- 
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Tantage  of.  Hence  the  greater  loss  in  the  right  ving.  We  continued 
in  the  engegement. until  night,  when  the  final  charge  was  made  and 
the  enemy  repalsdd.  Mj  officers  Wd  men '  behaved  as  become  Sonth 
Carolinians  and  soldiers  of  Kershaw's  brigade.  I  receiyed  valaable 
asBiatanee  from  Major  J.  8.  Hard  and  Adjutant  CarwiU,  of  this  regi« 
ment^  Md  l^ieutenant  Doby,  of  Oeaeral  Kershaw's  staff,  whose  gallant 
conduct  cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  After  night,  I  relieved,  by 
order,  Phillip's  legion,  of  General  CobVs  brigade,  which  was  behind 
the  stone  fence  before  mentioned,  in  my  late  front.  Wo  held  this 
position,  with  the  wings  doubled,  occasionally  exchanging  shots  with 
the  enemy,  until  Tuesday  morning,  10th  instant,  when  I  was  ordered 
into  the  city  on  picket  duty.  We  were  relieved  by  one  of  Qeneral 
Barksdale's  regiments,  at  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  marched  backed 
to  camp,  having  been  absent  six  days  and  five  nights.  Drs.  Shino 
snd  Carlisle  displayed  their  usual  skill  and  energy  in  caring  for  the 
Abounded.  My  loss  was  four  killed  and  fifty-seven  wounded.  Most  of 
the  wounds  are  slight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELBERT  BLAND,    * 
lAeutenarU  Oohnd  commanding  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment, 


S6 
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EBPORT  OF  M[AJOR  MOODY. 

B.  G.  Humphreys,      ^   * 

Colonel  commanding  TvoaUy-FirH  Regimmt  Missits^spi  Fob. : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  yonr  order,  on  the  morning  of  the  llth 
December,  I  took  command  of  the  right  ving  of  the  fourth  regiment, 
composed  of  the  following  companies  :  company  A,  Lieutenant  Wall- 
cott ;  company  C,  Lieutenant  Longfifield ;  company  H,  Lieutenant 
Brien  ;  Company  F,  Captain  Fitzgerald ;  company  O,  Captain  Dud- 
ley, and  moTod  to  the  support  of  Captain  Govan,  of  the  seyenteenth 
Mississippi  regiment,  who  was  holding  the  enemy  in  check  at  the 
bridge,  at  the  Tower  portion  of  the  town.  Immediately  upon  arrinng 
I  ordered  company  G  to  his  support,  but  found  that  he  had  all  die 
men  he  could  use  to  adrantage. 

This  wing  remained  in  line  in  the  road,  about  one  huhdred  yards  in 
the  rear  of  Captain  Govan's  position,  unprotected  from  A.  M.  to  P. 
M.  The  dense  fog,  which  had  before  concealed  us  from  the  enemy, 
then  cleared,  and  they  concentrated  their  fire  upon  this  wing.  I  im-^ 
mediately  ordered  the  command  to  retire  about  three  hnndred  yards, 
cut  of  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  About  four,  P.  M.,  Cf4)tain  GoTan 
sent  to  me  for  assistance,  I  ordered  forward  companies  C  and  F,  which 
order  was  obeyed  with  promptness.  In  the  meantime.  Captain  Govan 
received  orders  from  General  Barksdale  to  retire.  I  then  took  posi* 
tion  9n  the  railroad,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  leaving  two  compa- 
Xi^ies  at  the  deep  cut  on  the  road,  and  the  other  three  i  stationed  near 
the  telegraph  road,  within  supporting  distance,  and  remained  in  this 
position  until  ordered  by  you,  About  ten,  P.  M.,  to  return  to  camp. 
V ou,  sir,  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  wing.  From  six,  A. 
M.,  to  one,  P.  M.,  they  were  exposed  to  the  hottest  fire  I  ever  wit- 
nessed, and  I  saw  no  dispoBiticm  on  the  part  of  officers  or  men  to  move 
from  their  position  until  ordered.  Captain  Govan  and  the  brave  men 
cf  his  command  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  Up  to  the  time 
he  was  ordered  to  leave  his  position,  the  enemy  had  not  succeeded  in 
laying  a  plank.  Braver  officers  and  men  than  Captain  Govan  and  his 
command  connot  be  found.  The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  right  wing :  company  A,  one  killed,  two  wounded^ 
company  C,  four  wounded ;  company  H,  six  killed,  three  wounded ; 
company  F,  four  wounded ;  company  G,  two  killed,  five  wounded. 
Total,  nine  killed,  eighteen  wounded  and  three  missing. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  MOODY, 
Major  Tenty-First  Regiment  Mississippi  VohmUen. 
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REPOBT  OP  CAPTAIN  NAKOB,  COMMANIMNG  BEGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Third  S.  C.  Regimskt,  > 
t>6cember  20^  1862.      ) 

Captain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  As  senior  officer  in  comipand  of  the  third  Soath  Carolina  re«- 
giment,  the  duty  deTolves  upon  me  to  detail  the  operations  of  the> 
sanM  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Fredericksbarg,  Virginia. '  The- 
regiment  was  aronsed  about  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Thursday,  the- 
1  Uh  instant,  by  the  firing  of  the  signal  guns,  and  soon  afterwards  a 
Conner  from  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  notified, the  Colonel  com- 
manding that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  cross   the  Rappahannock 
river,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  and  ordered  me  to  eecnpy  its  place  ia 
the  line  of  battle,  previously  designated.     AccorcKngly,  the  regiment 
was  pnt  in  motion,  and,  about  six  o'clock,  A.  M.,  was  put  in  position 
en  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road,  and  on  the  left  of  Cap^ 
tain  Reid's  battery,  with  |he  seventh  South  Carolina  volunteers,  com-- 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bland,  on  our  right,  and  the  8econ<l 
South  Carolina  volunteer  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Johib 
D.  Kennedy,  on  our  left.     Two  companies  of  skirmishers  (Captaia. 
Hance^s  company  A,  of  rifles,)  and  Captain  Nance's  company  E,  rifles^ 
irere  deployed  so  as  to  cover  the  front  of  our  regiment,  and  placed  in 
the  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  occupied  by  the  regiments.     The  or'^ 
ders  given  these  company  commanders  were  to  hold  their  positions  as- 
long  as  possible,  and,  when  compelled,  to  fall  back  upon  the  regiments. 
Thursday  and  Friday  witnessed  no  advance  by  the  enemy  upon  our- 
immediate  lines.     On  Friday  night,  the  line  of  battle  was  changed 
from  the  top  of  the  hill  to  its  base,  the  regiments  occupying  the- 
position  previously  held  by  the  two  companies  of  skirmishers.     This 
position  was  strengthened,  during   the  night,  by  digging  pits  and 
throwing  up  earthen  breastworks. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy  opened' fire 
upon  the  right  and  left  of  our  lines,  at  about  nine  o'clock.  Aboat 
ten  minutes  before  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Colonel  Nanee  receive^^  or- 
der from  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  to  extend  his  lines  so  ajpi  oc- 
cupy the  works  of  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment  on  our  left:. 
This  order  was  subsequently  revoked  upon  the  information  that  Col* 
onel  Kennedy  had  left  a  company  to  do  this.  About  fifteen  minutes- 
after  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  verbal  order  was  extended  by  Brigadier 
General  Kershaw,  ordering  £!olonel  Nance  to  move  his  command,  br 
the  way  he  would  designate,  to  the  support  of  Brigadier  General  T. 
R.  B.  Cobb's  command.  The  regiment  was  accordingly  moved  down 
the  earthworks  into  the  telegraph  road,  then  down  the  telegraph  road 

near  the  mill  on creek,  and  then  up  the  newly  made  road,  to  the- 

top  of  the  hill  just  in  rear  of  the  cemetery,  and  from  that  point  across 

the  field  in  the  rear  of  Marye's  house,  where  Brigadier  General  Ker* 

'  ihaw  ordered,  through  Major  GaiUard,  of  the  second  South  Carolina 
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repnenty  Umt  Uie  regiment  skoiild  form  inlhi*  of  baltle  a&d  adTanee 
om  a  ]iik6  wiih  the  second  South  Carolina  v^iment.  An  order  was 
reeeiTod  through  Lienteuant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid-de-camp^  to  the  effect 
that  our  right  ahould  reat  upon  Marye's  house.  Soon  after^  Lieuten- 
ant A.  E.  Doby,  aid*de-camp,  insisted  that  the  enemy  should  not  be 
allowed  to  gain  possession  of  Marye's  house,  and  although  only  six 
comnaniea  on  theline^  Colonel  Nance  promptly  brought  the  line  for* 
ward.  As  the  regiment  reached  the  position,  on  a  Jme  with  the  front 
of  Marye^s  house,  it  was  eipoeed  to  a  most  murderous  fire  from  the 
enemy,  plainly  visible  from  that  point.  The  line  was  ordered  to  move 
across  the  chain  fence.  TIfe  remaining  four  companies  had  previa 
ouslj  joined  the  advancing  line,  and  the  ranks  made  comfdete.  When 
the  line  reached  the  top  cf  tho  hill,  the  order  to  fire  was  given,  and  the 
effects  must  have  been  terrrible,  as  the  shots  were  delivered  coolly  and 
with  an  evident  intention  to  kill.  About  this  time.  Colonel  Jamea 
D.  Nance  fell,  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Not  long  afterwArds,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  William  D.  Butherford  fell,  shot  through  the  right  side» 
and  not  long  afterwards,  Major  Robert  C.  Maffot  was  disabled  by  * 
ball  thropgh  his  arm.  Here,  too.  Captain  Rutherford  P.  Todd,  who 
was  acting  as  a  field  officer,  was  disabled  by  a  ball  in  an  artery  of  the 
right  arm.  Colonel  James  D.  Nance,  whfte  lying  down  wounded^ 
iQggested  to  Captain  William  W.  Hance,  then  commanding,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  moye  the  regiment  back  a  few  pacea  into  a  road, 
parallel  to  the  line  of  battle,  leading  from  the  Marye  hon^e  to  a  street 
on  our  left,  perpendicular  to  our  line  of  battle.  Whilst  occupying 
this  position,  a  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  va- 
rious lines,  whenever  thej  attempted  to  advance  or  exposed  themselves* 
Sharpshooters,  posted  about  the  Marye  house,  dealt  constant  and  well- 
directed  fire  upon  the  enemy.  \  Captains  William  £.  Hance  and  John 
C.  Summer  both  fell,  while  in  command  of  the  'regiment,  the  for- 
mer having  his  leg  badly  shattered ;  the  latter  killed  by  a  grape-ahot 
through  the  head.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  myself,  being  the 
senior  officer  present.  About  six  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  Lieutenant  A.  £.  Doby , 
aid-de-camp,  delivered  an  order  to  move  the  regiment  about  a  hun- 
dred yards  beyond  our  position  at  the  Marye  house,  and  behind  a 
stone  fence,  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  position  of  Phillips'  le- 
gion. Soon  afterwards  an  order  came,  through  Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes, 
assisj^t  adjutant  general,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  covering  tho 
line  of  the  regiment.  Accordingly,  First  LieuteuMit  R.  H.  Wright, 
commanding  company  E,  was  sent  forward,  and,  as  his  command  drew 
near  some  dwelling-houses,  just  in  front  of  the  regioMnt,  he  was  fired 
upon  by  the  oiemy's  sharpshooterSy  posted  in  Uie  houses.  Under 
these  circumatancea,  and  the  further  fact  lliat  night  was  upon  us,  tha 
line  <^  skimishera  were  drawn  back  sobm  considerable  distance* 
About  seven  o'clock,  Brigadier  General  Kemper,  wiUi  two  hundred 
and  ninety  moi  from  h^  command^  by  the  order  of  M^or  Genm) 
Ransom,  relieved  this  cosmBand  of  its  poaition  in  the  immediate  fronts 
'  and  by  the  order  of  Brigadier  General  Kerabaw,  conveyed  through 
Adjutant  6.  J.  Pope,  the  regiment  was  moved  back  over  die  hill  oe- 
aapied  by  our  batteries^  near  the  mill  on  the w^A,  where  thn 
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third  Soaih  CaYolina  bftttalion,  commanded  by  Liodtraant  Colonel 
Rice,  was  poaled»  and  there  remained  until  the  nighl  of  the  t6th  in- 
stant, when,  under  orders  reoeived  from  Brigadier  General  Kershaw, 
the  regiment  was  marched  back  into  its  former  camp. 

I  oannot  refrain  from  complimenting  the  command  at  the  daunt* 
less  spirit  and  bravery  displayed  thoughout  by  the  officers  and  men. 
Alt  seemed  to  realise  the  call  made  npon  them,  and  none^&iled  to  re- 
spond. 

Tke  fire  the  regiment  was  called  upon  to  sustain  was  certainly  not 
snrpasaed  by  that  at  Savage  Station,  Maryland  Heights  and  Sharps* 
borg.  The  command  suiFered  severely  in  killed  and  woundedi  as  the 
aceompftuying  list  will  show.  There  were  twenty-five  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  wounded;  total  loss,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven. 

Strength — Thirty-six  commissioned  officers,  three  ^hundred  and 
sixty-four  enlisted  men ;  total,  four  hundred. 

Bospecrfully, 

J.  K.  NANCE, 
Captain  commat^ing  Thitd  South  CaroHna  R^mcni. 
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REPOBT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUBE. 

Camp  Barksdale's  Brigade,      > 
Near  Fredericksburg,'  Va.,  December  19,  1862.  J 

General  Barkbdale: 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  joq  the  aetion  of  the  ei^- 
teenth  MiesisBippi  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  Vredericksbtti^ : 

The  night  of  the  1 0th  instant  the  regiment  picketed  the  riyer  fbr 
about  half  a  mile  abore,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  the  mouth  of 
Deep  Run ;  that  portion  of  the  regiment  not  on  post  being  eneamped 
at  Mrs.  Femeyhough's  house,  on  the  river  road.  About  midnight  I 
received  orders  from  you  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was  immedi- 
ately done.  Between  this  time  and  daylight  I  received  informatioA 
from  my  pickets  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  throw  a  pontoon- 
bridge  across  the  river,  opposite  the  lower  post,  above  the  month  of 
Deep  Run.  You,  being  present  at  the  time,  ordered  me  to  send  three 
companies  to  support  Captiin  Govsn,  of  the  seventeenth  Mississippi 
regiment,  above,  and  to  take  the  rest  of  my  command  to  the  river,  to 
guard  the  point  at  which  it  was  reported  the  enemy  were  ^construct- 
ing the  bridge,  opposite  my  line.  This  was  done  at  once.  I  went 
myself  to  examine  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  heard  them 
throw  in  the  first  boat,  about  half  an  hour  before  day.  Judging  them 
to  be  within  easy  range  of  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  I  lined  the  banks 
with  sharpshooters,  in  addition  to  the  pickets.  Their  .boats  were 
thrown  in  with  great  rapidity  from  this  time  until  daylight,  nhesk  I 
discovered  that  the  boats  had  been  floated  down  the  river  several 
hundred  yards,  making  the  place  of  crossing  below  and  out  of  range 
from  Deep  Run.  1  immediately  ordered  my  two  companies  of  sharp* 
shooters  down  to  the  crossing,  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy  simultane- 
ously with  the  pickets  in  their  front,  and  moved 'up  with  the  rest  of 
the  regiment,  getting  in  jposition  and  removing  a  paling  fence  just  «a 
the  fire  was  opened  in  front.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  the 
bridge,  and  their  supports  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  broke 
ranks  and  were  with  diffieulty  rallied.  Having  accomplished  thia^ 
pickets  were  posted  near  enough  to  watch  the  further  movement^f 
the  enemy,  with  two  companies  concealed  very  near  the  croesing  to 
resist  any  further  work  on  Uie  bridge  or  attempt  to  cross  it,  one  com- 
pany  remaining  on  the  upper  side  of  Deep  Run  by  your  order.  The 
remaining  four  companies  of  the  regiment  I  placed  in  the  ravine  in 
iront  of  the  crossing,  posting  one  where  the  river  road  crosses  Deep 
Hun,  tp  guard  the  point  against  any  sudden  move  of  the  enemy.  The 
•companies,  thus  stationed,  remained  in  the  position  above  described 
«ntil  about  noon,  when  two  regiments  came  to  reinforce  me,  one 
Amning  on  my  right,  the  other  on  my  left.  The  ground  which  three 
^  my  companies  occupied  being  embraced*  in  die  pomtiMis  of  tbe 
•hove  mentioned  regiments,  I  brought  them  in,  and  remained  in  poai- 
iiea  to  resist  the  crossing  or  advance  of  the  enemj  until  half-paa^ 
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three,  P.  M.,  when  Colonel  DeSaassare^  commanding  the  reinforce- 
ments sent  me,  oommnnicated  to  me  an  order  from  General  Kershaw, 
to  Ikll  back  to  the  river  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  our 
rear,  leaving  one  company,  (0,)  Captain  Casseirs,  in  the  ravine,  with 
instructions  tp  fire  on  the  enemy  as  he  advanced.  This  order  was  exe- 
cuted.  The  enemy  crossed  in  our  front  between  sundown  and  dark, 
mdA,  advancing  his  skirmishers,  encountered  Captain  CasselPs  com* 
pan  J,  who  fir^  on  them  and  retired,  in  obedience  to  their  instructions. 

It  is  but  just  to  stat^that  all  the  above  movements,  after  daylight, 
were  performed  under  a  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  suns  of  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  that  lul  the  dan. ' 
gerous  duties  assigned  them  were  performed,  by  officers  and  men, 
with  the  steadiness  of  veterans. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LUSE, 

Liemtenani  Oolmel  commanding  Eighteenth  Mississippi  BegimcTU, 
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REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN   STACKHOUSE,  COMMANDING 

regiment; 

Rbgimsntal  Quartses,  Eighth  South  Carolina  BEGnaiiT,  > 

I>eeember  19»  186S.     ) 

Brigadier  GkneTRl  Eerbhaw: 

Gkmeral  :  In  obedience  to  orders  contairod  in  cirenlar  of  tfaia 
^date,  requiring  the  commanders  of  regiments,  battalions  and  batte- 
ries to  make  reports  -  of  the  engagements  of  their  commanda  b 
the  late  action  in  front  of  Fredericksbarg,  I  submit  tiie  foUoring 
report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  December  instant^  on  hearing  the  sig- 
nal guns,  I  formed  my  regiment,  and,  in  obedience  to  jour  orders, 
formed  my  command  on  your  left,  occupying  a  good  position  on  the 
telegraph  road,  at  the  point  where  the  open  sands  connect  vith  the 
woods. 

I  kept  this  position,  with  but  little  change,  till  one  o'clock,  P.  M., 
on  the  ISth,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  mored  my  cotnmaad, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Kennedy's  (second)  regigient,  by  a 
tortuous  and  difficult  way,  to  the  open  sand  on  Marye's  Hill.  As 
soon  as  we  reached  the  open  space  on  the  hill,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Kennedy,  I  formed  my  command  on  his  right.  The  two  commaadi 
were  then,  by  order  of  Col«  nel  Kennedy,  moTcd  rapidly  to  tho  front. 
On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front,  (my  right  resting  on  a  line 
with  the  cemetery,)  we  came  to  troops  lying  on  the  ground  and  firing 
to  the  front.  Believing  this  to  be  a  portion  of  General  Cobb*s  brig- 
ade who  had  been  driven  from  their  position,  I  halted  m^  oommtnd 
and  went  myself  to  the  front,  to  get  a  view  of  the  road  m  front  of 
Marye's  Hill.  Finding  General  Cobb's  brigade  in  position  in  the 
road,  I  caused  my  command  to  cease  firing  (they  had,  without  orders, 
opened  fire  on  the  advancing  Yankee  lines)  and  moved  it  rapidly  to 
the  road.  I  formed  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment,  then 
in  position  behind  the  stone  fence.  Without  much  change,  we  kept 
this  position  till  the  evening  of  the  16th.  By  your  order,  I  wss 
permitted  to  form  my  command  in  four  ranks  on  Colonel  DeSaussure^s 
(fifteenth)  regiment,  my  right  resting  on  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia 
regiment  till  the  evening  of  the  14th,  when  that  regiment  was  re- 
lieved by  the  tenth  Georgia  regiment  of  General  Semmes'  brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  the  ISth,  the  enemy  attempted  several  times  to 
advance  on  our  position,  but  succeeded  only  in  reaching  a  defile,  two 
hundred  yards  in  front,  which  concealed  them  from  view  from  our  po- 
.sition.  Notwithstanding  the  long  range,  I  beKeve  we  did  the  enemy 
much  injury  on  his  march  to  the  defile  above  alluded  to. 

On  the  14th,  we  confined  our  fire  to  ideci  parties  of » the  enemy. 

On  the  Idth  and  16th,  I  have  Tittle  of  interest  to  record  in  e«i- 
nection  with  my  command. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  ooaduct  of  say  oommaad.    Foreaiu- 
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alties^  I  beg  iMve  to  nttr  yoa  to  re{M>rt  made  yosterdftj.  Of  tli^ 
tbirty-one  killed  and  diaabled^  we  loet  twefttr-^igbt  in  reaokiDg  oar 
position. 

I  tm.  GqpenJy  rery  retpeotfallT^  yoar  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  STACKHOUSB, 
Captain  commanding  Eighth  SmLh  Carolina  Regiment. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DeSAUSSURE. 

nEADQUART£&3  FfFTEENTH  RcGIMENT  SoUTH  CaROUNA  VoL9.,  ) 

December  SO,  186S.      { 

CapUin  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :     i' 

,  8fR:  In  compliance  with  instnictioiiB  from  headquarters,  I  kmTe  tbs 
.honor  to  report  that,  on  Saturday  morning,  the  llth  ioatMit,  th€ 
fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  Tolunteers  moved  down  the  Bowline 
Green  road  to  the  support  of  the  picket  at  the  Femeyhough  farm,  com- 
mauded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  eighteenth  Mississippi,  and  vaj 
formed  on  the  right,  upon  the  edge  of  Deep  Bun,  in  front  of  the  roa<l, 
with  the  sixteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Bryan,  on  the  left  of  Lieutenan; 
Colonel  Lttse.  The  command  remained  in  that  position,  with  three 
companies  thrown  forward  towards  the  river  aa  skirmishers,  until 
ordered  to  retire  to  the  Bowling  Green  road  by  General  Eershav, 
late  in  the  day.  The  regiment  remained  on  picket  all  night,  unul 
fire  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Friday  morning,  when,  by  order  of  Major  General 
McLaws,  it  resumed  its  proper  position  in  line. 

On  Saturday,  the  ISth  instant,  the  regiment  marctied  off  by  tke 
left  flank,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  under  Marye's  Hill.  Passing  to  the  rear  of  the  bat- 
teries, the  regiment  halted  and  lay  down  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of 
the  Marye  house,  until,  by  an  order  extended  through  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant General  Holmes,  it  was  marched  across  the  hUI,  under  a  keaTj 
fire,  to  the  rear  of  the  cemetery,  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walton's 
batteries.  Later  in  the  evening  the  regiment  was  marehed  down  to 
the  stone  wall,  on  the  road  below  Marye's  Hill,  to  the  support  of  the 
second  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  there  remained  until  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  city  of  .Fredericksburg  by  the  enemy,  the  night  of  the 
1 5th  instant. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment  ihroaghoct 
the  entire  five  days,  from  the  llth  to  the  16th  December,  was  sach 
as  to  meet  with  my  unqualified  approbation. 

I  would  respectfully  bring  to  die  notice  of  the  Brigadier  Genera) 
the  services  of  the  staff  officers  actually  engaged  :  Adjutant  James 
BI.  Davis,  for  the  gallant  and  prompt  execution  of  all  orders  extended 
by  him ;  Surgeon  James  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Wallace,  also  tbe 
Rev.  H.  B.  McCallum,  chaplain  of  the  regiment,  for  their  skfllful 
and  assiduous  attention  to  the  wounded ;  and  Ordnance  Sergeant 
R.  W.  Boyd,  for  his  prompt  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  divert- 
ment. 

The  regiment  went  into  action  with  twenty-seven  eommisdoneJ 
officers  and  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  enlisted  men;  and 
had  two  commissioned  officers  (Lieutenants  Barron  and  Derrick) 
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woanded,  on*  tergeftnt  sad  one  prirate  killed,  and  fifty*  two  en- 
listed men  wounded^  of  which  s  tabular  statement  has  been  here- 
tofore famished. 

fiespectfally  enbniittedy 

W.  D.  DeSAUSSURE, 
Colond  FifUenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vuhadters. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL 'NANCE. 

RicBMOND,  December  S4y  186S. 

Captain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

Sir:  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  iSth  instant,  I  tock  my  position 
in  line  of  battle  just  to  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road,  aa  yon  ap- 
proach Fredericksbnrg,  and  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  first  range 
of  hills  from  the  river.  Except  some  slight  shelling,  which  annoyed  as 
and  wounded  one  or  more  of  my  men,  nothing  of  special  interest  occurred 
to  us  until  about  two,  P.  M.,  when,  by« command  of  Brigadier  General 
Kershaw,  I  moved  by  the  left,  out  of  some  breastworks  which  I  had 
thrown  up  the  night  before,  down  the  telegraph  road  five  or  six  hun- 
dred yards,  filed  to  the  left,  and,  crossing  the  oranch  running  by  its 
side,  took  the  road  leading  over  the  high  hill  on  the  left  of  the  tdegraph 
road,  and  into  the  open  field  behind  Marye'a  house.  When  withiD 
five  or  six'hundred  yards  of  this  house,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C, 
delivered  to  me  an  order  to  form  my  regiment  and  move  forward  and 
occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  Marye'^  house,  with  my  right  resting 
at  the  house.  I  immediately  began  to  close  up  my  regiment  to  exe- 
cute the  order,  when  Major  Gaillard  rode  up,  and,  speaking  for  Briga- 
dier General  Kershaw,  extended  substantially  the  same  order;  anJ, 
at  my  request,  gave  me  the  direction  of  the  crest  which  I  was  to  oc- 
cupy, so  that  I  could  form  parallel  to  it  before  advancing.  The  regi- 
ment was  considerably  atrung  out  in  the  flank  movement  made  in 
coming  to  this  point,  a«d  while  waiting  for  it  to  close  up.  Lieutenant 
Doby,  A.  D.  C,  came  to  me,  telling  me  to  hurry  up,  and  represented  to 
me  that  Marye's  house  was  in  danger  of  being  possessed  by  the  enemy. 
Seeing  the  importance.of  the  point,  and  thus  having  my  fears  for  its 
safety  excited,  I  advanced  at  once  with  that  portion  of  my  regiment 
which  was  formed,  and  left  my  adjutant^  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Pope,  to 
bring  the  other  companies  forward,  as  soon  as  they  formed.  When 
we  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Marye's  house  a  severe  fire  was 
opened  npon  us ;  but  we  steadily  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
when  my  men  laid  down  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  in 
the  flat  in  our  front.  By  this  time  Jtheir  fire  was  strongly  directed 
against  us.  The  other  companies,  of  my  regiment  came  up  imme- 
diately after  we  became  engaged.  I  went  to  the  right  to  see  thst 
they  were  put  in  proper  position,  and  was  shot  down,  a  minio  ball 
entering  my  left  thigh  just  to  the  right  and  above  mj  knee,  «hile  dis- 
charging this  duty.  At  that  time  I  declined  to  be  moved,  but  con- 
tinue to  direct  and  encourage  the  men,  who  were  already  doing 
manfully.  I  soon  saw,  however,  that  we  were  too  much  exposed,  and 
that  we  were  contending  ^t  disadvantage,  owing  to  the  fact  that  ve 
were  engaged  at  a  great  distance  and  the  enemy's  guns  were  of  sa- 
perior  range.  Having  been  moved  back  to  Marye's  house,  I  seat 
word  to  the  officer  an  command  to  withdraw  far  enough  to  get  shelter 
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shind  the  eresi  of  the  Bill,  withoat  retiriDg  too  far  to  delirer  an  ' 
fcctive  fire.  Accordingly  Major  Maffett,  then  commanding,  with 
rew  to  the  road  running  beside  the  river  fence,  in  Marye's  yard,  wher- 
believe  the  regiment  held  its  position  and  continued  its  fire  until  the 
ose  of  the  battle.  Afterwards,  I  sent  directions  to  the  officer  com- 
anding  to  send  a  detail  after  ammunition.  .  He  did  so,  and  this  was 
y  last  official  communication  with  tho  regiment  for  the  day.  An 
•count  of  what  aubeequently  occurred  and  a  list  of  the  casnidties  in 
le  regiment  will,  I  presume,  be  furnished  by  some  other  officer.  It 
my  duty  and  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  courage  and  fortitude  with 
hieh  these  dangers  were  met  and  these  fiery  trials  were  endured  by  my 
rave  eomrad'^s,  so  long  as  they  w<^re  under  my  observation.  Several 
aluaUe  officers  were  wounded— one,  Captain  W.  W.  Hance,  who  has 
iiffered  amputation  of  his  leg,  is  lost  to  the  service,  if  he  shall  not 
nfortunately  be  lost  to  his  friends.  He  was  a  superior  and  gallant 
fficer,  and  his  loss  is  a  great  one  to,  the  regiment.  Captain  John  C. 
ammer,  a  most  successful  officer ;  Captain  Perrin  Foster,  an  efficient, 
ealotts  and  conscientious  officer,  and  Lieutenants  HoUingsworth  and 
nil,  both  young  lieutenants  of  promise,  were  killed.  The  three  field 
fficers,  Captain  Todd,  senior  eaptatn,  and  Captain  Hance,  ^ird  senior 
aptain  present^  were  wounded,  and  Captain  Summer,  second  seniof 
tptain  present,  was  Icilled ;  th^  putting  the  six  ranking  officers  of 
he  regiment  hots  de  combat.  Ours  is  a  bloody  record  ;  but  we  trust  it 
9  a  highly  konoraUe  one. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Oolond  commandwg  Third  South  CareHna  Reginmd. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CARTER. 


Headquarters  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  ) 
[Near  Fredericksburgj  Va.^  December  28,  186S.      ) 

Gbmrkal:  In  accordance  with  your  order^  I  marched  my  regiment, 
at  about  fiye  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  instant,  to  the 
market-house  in  Fredericksburg,  when  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  take 
**  position  on  Caroline  street,  await  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fiser^s  orders, 
send  him  reinforcements  whenever  he  called  on  me  to  do  so,  tod 
should  he  be  enabled  to  hold  his  position,  then  in  that  event  to  wi&- 
draw  my  regiment  to  the  market-house."  I  accordingly  took  position 
on  Caroline  street,  impiediately  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fiser,  and  opened  communication  with  him,  where 
I  remained  until  about  four  o'clock.  P.  M.,  under  a  very  heavy  and 
destructive  fire  from  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  the  oppoeite  aide 
of  the  river. 

About  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  Cojonel  Fizer  asked  me  for 
ten  men  to  act  as  sharpshooters,  which  I  promptly  sent  him.  About 
'four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  CoIon#l  Fiser  sent  to  me  for  two  com- 
panies, which  I  was  proceeding  with,  when  I  met  him  retiring  witk 
bis  command  to  the  market-house,  being  unable  to  hold  his  poailioa 
longer. 

I  immediately  formed  my  regiment  and  withdrew  it  to  the  market- 
house,  when  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  form  in  the  next  street  (towards 
the  river)  and  engage  the  enemy,  but,  before  I  could  dp  so,  I  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  occupied  the  street  on  which  I  was  ordered  to 
form  and  was  advancing.  I  immediately  disposed  of  my  regiment  oa 
the  street  which  I  then  occupied,  (Princess  Anne,)  so  as  to  commaad 
as  many  streets  running  at  right  angles  with  the  river  as  I  possibly 
could,  find  engaged  the  enemy  at  once,  driving  him  towards  the  ri?er, 
after  a  spiriteid  engagement  of  two  hours. 

Having  fired  the  last  gun  at  the  retreating  enemy,  I  was  then  or- 
dered to  withdraw  my  regiment  from  the  town,  which  order  I 
promptly  obeyed. 

The  enemy's  loss  after  crossing  the  river,  in  the  engagement  with 
my  regiment,  is  estimated  to  be  over  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded, 
I  refer  you  to  the  report  already  furnished  you  of  the  loes  which  we 
sustained. 

Captain  J.  L.  Clark  was  killed,  by  a  solid  shot,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. He  was  a  promising  young  officer.  Captain  T.  W.  Thurmao 
was  dangerously  wounded  later  in  the  day,  fell  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and,  in  all  probability,  is  dead,  ueutenant  J.  M.  Stovall  ii 
missing,  and  is  supposed  to  be  killed. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attMition  to  the  gallant  and  meritorious  oondsct 
of  Captain  O.  L.  Donald,  nho  had  immediate  command  of  several 
companies,  which  did  fine.ezecution,  without  sustaining  any  serioas 
loss. 
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I  with,  %]m,  to  make  mafttioa  of  the  cooIiMflS,  brvrer j,  m4 
soldierlj-like  coadact  of  both  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  mj  com- 
mand. 

J.  W.  CARTER, 

Colonel  commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BROWN. 

Headqua.rter8  First  Virginia  ARTnxcRr, ) 
December  19,  ld6i.     ] 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton/ 

tdssistant  Adjutant  Oeneral : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  sabmit  tba  foUowiiig 
report  of  the.  operations  of  toy  command  in  the  late  engagement  before 
Fredericksburg : 

About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  my  batteries  were  ordered  to 
a  position  in  rear  of  Hamilton's  hoase,  ready  to  be  called  on  as  occa- 
sion might  require.  About  twelve  o'clock,  by  order  of  Col.  Cratch- 
field,  I  sent  two  Parrots  rifles  from  Captain  Poague's  battery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Graham,  and  two  similar  pieces  from  the 
third  Howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  Utx,  to  report  to  Major  Peiham, 
on  the  right-of  the  railroad.  Shortly  afterwards,  I  was  ordered  to 
send  to  the  same  point  four  other  rifle  guns,  viz  :  two  ten-pounder 
'  Parrotts  and  one  brass  rifle  from  second  Howitzers,  and  one  three- 
inch  rifle  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  all  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Watson,  (second  Howitzers.)  These  eight  guns  were  actirelj 
engaged,  and  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharp- 
shooters. I  have  to  lament  the  loss  on  this  part  of  die  field  of  a 
gallant  and  most  excellent  officer^  Lieutenant  Utz,  commanding 
third  Howitzers.  The  ammunition  of  most  of  the  pieces  was  ex- 
hausted before  dark,  and  the  pieces  themselves  withdrawn.  Having 
obtained  ammunition  for  the  two  rifles  of  the  third  Howitzers,  I  sen: 
thena  back  to  the  field,  where  they  remained,  in  company  with  the 
three  pieces  of  Captain  Watson's  battery,  until  about  nine  o'clock. 
About  two  o'clock,  by  order  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  I  placed  in  posi* 
tion,  on  the  hill  to  the  extreme  right  of  onr  infantry  line,  the  two 
twenty-pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Poague'a  battery.  These  two 
pieces,  unaided,  engaged  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  afterwards  opened 
upon  the  infantry.  The  exact  range  of  the  hill  having  been  obtained 
by  nsnch  previous  firing,  our  loss  at  this  point  was  heavy.  Among 
tne  killed  was  Lieutenant  McCorkle,  a  brave  soldier  and  estimable 
gentleman.  Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  brought 
np  two  howitzers  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  andplaced  them  on 
the  left  of  Captain  Poague's  pieces.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman 
was  severely  wounded  at  this  point,  but  remained  on  the  field  until 
after  dark.  I  fear  I  shall  lose  the  assiitanoe  of  this  valuable  officer 
for  several  months.  Late  in  the  evening,  two  pieoes  of  Captain  Hupp*s 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Oriffin,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the 
railroad,  and  were  successfully  engaged  with  the  enemy's  sharpshoot- 
ers. -Captain  Brooke's  battery,  although  not  actively  engaged,  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  on  Saturday  and  Stfnday.  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  my  high  admiration  for  {he  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers ^nd  men  of  my  command  in  the  action  before  Fredericksburg. 
After  marching  all  of  the  previons  night,  they  C|^e  upon  a  fieii 
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stmrn  with  the  wreoks  of  other  batteries,  and  behared  in  a  manner 
which  elicited  the  praise  of  all  who  eaw  them*  I  append  a  list  of  cae- 
ualtioB : 

Lieatenant  Colonel  Coleman,  wounded  in  log.  Poagne'e  battery, 
eiz  killed  and  ten  wounded.  Watson's  second  Howitsers,  one  killed 
and  seTcn  wounded.  Smith's  third  Howitsers,  three  killed  and  three 
wounded.  Dance's  battery,  none  killed,  two  weunded.  Hupp's  bat- 
tery, none  killed,  one  wounded.  Brooke's  battery,  none  killed,  two 
wonnded.     ^otal  killed,  ten.     Total  wounded,  twenty-six. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  but  few  of  the  shell 
for  Parrott  rifles  exploded,  owing  to  iasperfeot  fuies. 
BespeetfttUy  submitted, 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 
37  CWofis/  Firri  Virginia  Artillery. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  BRIDGFORD. 

Headquarters  Provost  Marshal  Second  Corps,  > 
1,  Janoarj  9,  1863.      > 

Mj  jor  A.  S.  Pkwdleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  GfneraJ :  • 

Major:  In  obedieDce  to  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant  General  com* 
manding,  I  herewith  transmit  the  operations  of  the  provost  gaanl, 
consisting  of  the  battalion  and  Captain  Upshur's  squadron  of  cavairj  : 

On  the  llth  December  I  received  an  order  to  move  towarda  Freio* 
rickBburg,  with  two  dajs'ratiohs  Cooked  and  placed  in  haversacks. 

December  12tb,  I  moved  at  dawn  on  the  Fredericksburg  road  to 
Hamilton's  eroseiDgy  where  I  placed  a  guard  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
resting all  stragglers  ;  also  placed  a  guard,  consisting  of  cavalry  ani 
infantry,  along  the  whole  line  of  the  corps,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  bit- 
tie  about  half  a  mile,  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  men  without  pro- 
per passes,  on  authorized  Imsinesa  for  their  commands,  to  be  broughc 
to  the  guard  placed  on  the  railroad.  There  ^my  brigade  surgeon  was 
stationed  to  examine  all  men  claiming  to  be  sick,  without  proper  passes 
from  their  brigade  or  regimental  surgeons.  Numbers,  however,  were 
really  sick  ani  totally  unfit  for  duty.  They  were  without  passes. 
When  a  8u£5cient  number  were  collected  together,  1  sent  them,  under 
charge  of  cavalry,  to  be  delivered  to  the  first  major  general  whose 
^command  was  going  into  the  fight,  to  place  them  in  front  and  most 
'exposed  position  of  his  command.  I  am  happj  to  state  the  Bumbsr 
arrested  and  sent  forward  were  comparatively  few,  in  consideratioa 
of  the  aise  of  the  army. 

During  the  Idth  and  14th,  the  number  sent  in  under  guard  were 
only  five  hundred  and  twenty-six.  Numbers  were  turned  back,  owing 
to  their  not  having  proper  passes  to  return  to  the  rear  to  cook,  «&c. 

1  am  most  happy  to  state  1  had  no  occasion  to  carry  into  effect  the 
order  to  shoot  all  stragglers  who  refused  to  go  forward,  or  if  caugh: 
a  second  time,  upon  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  to  shoot  them. 
Had  I  oovasion  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it  certainly  should  have  been 
executed  to  the  very  letter. 

During  the  ISth  and  14th  I  received  and  placed  under  guard  thrge 
hundred  and  twenty-four  prisoners  of  war,  which  J  sent  to  Bichmocd 
by  order  of  General  Lee ;  eleven  of  them  were  commissioned  officers 
and  paroled  by  me;  the  balance  I  took  names,  regiments,  brigades  and 
corps,  as  far  as  possible,  in  obedience  to  your  order. 

December  1 6th,  I  received  ene  hundred  and  nine  prisoners  of  war 
which  I  paroled  and  sent  to  Guineas  Depot,  under  command  of  Gap- 
tain  Upshur,  with  instructions  to  have  them  forwarded  by  railroad  to 
Richmond,  if  possible,  which  orders  were  carried  into  effect.  During 
the  same  day  I  went  Uirough  Dr.  Black's  and  Whitehead's  hospital, 
where  I  paroled  twenty-three  Federal  prisoners.  ^         i 
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A  conaidentble  number  of  wounded  pritoners  were  sent  to  Rich- 
mond.  They  do  not  appear  in  this  statement^  nor  could  I  by  any 
means  ascertain  the  number.^ 

On  the  17th,  I  received  an  order  t9  more  widi  my  entire  guard  in 
rear  of  (General  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  on  the  Port  Royd  road.  Cap- 
tain Fpshur,  with  his  squadron,  being  absent,  I  ordered  Captain 
Tucker  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  rear. 

On  the  18th,  I  camped  on  Mr.  Brooke^s  farm,  near  where  General 
D.  H.  Hill's  division  halted.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  there 
was  little  or  no  straggling ;  the  number  did  not  exceed  thirty,  not- 
witlistanding  I  used  the  cavalry  in  scouring  the  entire  country  around. 
It  is  my  belief,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  that  there  was  less  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  men  to  shirk  from  duty,  but  on  the  con- 
trary everything  went  to  prove  their  willingness  to  do  their  utmost. 
The  great  mass  seemed  eager  to  confront  the  foe.  The  present  sys- 
tem of  provost  guard,  if  carried  inta  effect,  will  prevent  all  future 
straggling. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  B,  BBIDGFORD, 
Major  and  Chief  Provost  Marshal  Second  Cbrps. 

F.  S. — ^During  the  tSth  there  were  three  hundred  and  twenty  sent 
back,  and  on  the  14th  two  hundred  wd  six,  making  the  number,  as 
above  stated,  five  hundred  and  twenty-six. 


LIST  OF  PRISONERS  CAPTURED  AT  FREBERIOKSBURG 
BYUEUTENANT  GENERAL  JACKSON'S  CORPS:. 

Commissioned  oftcers  paroled,  11  / 

Enlisted  men,  445-  . 

Enlisted  men  paroled,  1 SS 

less  68  taken  and  sent  by  Oen*  Lonatreet's  corps,        68 
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This  is  the  manner  they  were  received  here;  five  hundred  an^ 
twenty^one  is  the  amoant  taken. 
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BETUEN  OF  SMALL  ABM8,  AMMUNITION,  ^.,  ColUtUi  on 
the  SaUle-Fidd  before  Frederickdmrg,  in  the  JBHgagenutas  <f(kelitk 
aMdlSlkefDeeember,l9it: 
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HfiADQUARTeRS  White's  CatalrTi  DeamUr  24,  186S, 

Brigadier  Genertl  W.  E.  Jones, 

Qnnmanding  Valley  District : 

Oenbral  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  send  jrou  a  detailed  aedoont  of  my 
scout  since  I  left  camp  on  the  morning  of  thq  10th  instant.  I  camped 
that  night  near  Hillsborongh. 

On   the   13th  I  captured  twelve  infantrymen  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Hillsboronghy  whom  I  sent  back  to  Snickersrille.    I  learned 
from  them  that  the  enemy  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg  and 
had  about  three  hours  start.     I  immediately  ordered  an  advanced  guard 
to  push  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  learn  the  force  of  their  rear- 
g  aard.    My  advance  ciugtured  six  infantrymen  on  the  way,  who  were  also 
sent  to  Snickersville.  ^  reached  Leesburg  about  three,  P.  M.    The 
enemy's  cavalry  left  the  town  as  we  came  in  sight.      My  advance 
poshed  on  and  encountered  them  about  three  miles  below  Leesburg, 
on  the  Gentreville  road,  and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  drove  them  into 
the    rea^-guard, of  their  infantry  and  cavalry,   capturing  two  and 
wounding  three.     Nobodf  hurt  on  our  side.     I  did  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  attack  their  infantry  and  cavalry  combined  with  my  force,  and ' 
returned  to  the  neighborhood  of  Waterford  and  camped  for  the  night. 
On  the  morning  of  the  *1 4th  1  started  for  Waterford,  where  I  en- 
countered Sam  Means'  force,  some  sixty  men ;    we  charged  them  and 
drove  them  thronsh  the  town,  killing  one  of  their  lieutenants  and  cap- 
turing their  orderly  sergeant  and  one  private;  both  of  whom,  together 
with  those  already  sent  to  Snickersville,  making  twenty-two  in  all, 
were  sent  to  your  headquarters  for  dispoasl.     We  pursued  them  about 
five  miles  in  the  direction  of  Point  of  Rocks.      Learning  that  there 
was  a  force  of  about  sixty  cavalry  in  Podesville,  I  determined  to  push 
forward  to  that  place ;  sent  my  worst  horses  back ;  sent  a  squad  of 
>    men  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  they  eharged  the  pickets, 
capturing  twenty- six,  which  were  paroled.    I  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
Conrad's  ferry  with  ninety-three  men  about  one  hour  by  sun ;  arrived 
at  Poolesville  about  eight,  P.  M.    Before  entering  the  town  I  learned 
that  about  one-half  of  their  force  had  gone  on  a  scout ;  and  that  the 
remainder  were  quartered  in  the  town  hall.    Divided  my  force  and 
charged,  it  in  two  directions.     Upon  surrounding  the  hall  and  demand- 
ing its  surrender,  was  answered  with  a  volley  from  door  and  windows; 
we  retume'a  the  fire  with  good  effeet,  killing  a  lieutenant  and  the- 
orderly  sergeant,  and  wounding  eight,  inclu£ng  the  lieutenant  com- 
manding.   The  hall  was  then  surrendered ;    we  captured  twenty-ona 
prisoners,  atl  of  whom  we  paroled.    Our  loss  was  one  man  killed. 

Some  of  the  enemy  were  scajttered  around  the  town  and,  when  they 
hearchhe  firing,  made  eood  their  escape.  We  also  captured  forty-threa^ 
horses  and  destroyed  M  the  stores,  consisting  of  clothing  of  varioua 
kinds,  Uankets,  Ilnfield  rifles  and  muskets,  also  a  large  lot  of  com-^ 


.681 

miBBtirj  ttores,  togetfier  with  irmgont,  &e.  Bemuned  in  ibe  town  for 
Mreral  hoars  and  recroned  the  Fotomaelftt  White's  ford.  Whilst 
eamped  at  die  Trap,  I  sent  %  scout  to  Leesbarg  on  the  tOth ;  thej  cap- 
tared  eight  prisoners  and  paroled  them. 

I  aend  yoora  list  of  names  of  all  prisoners  captared  and  paroled 
daring  my  scoat. 

ELIJAH  V.  WHITE, 
Slajar  comfrutnding  BattaUan. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LATIMER. 

Camp  near  Port  Roval,  December  25,  1862. 

Major  S.  Hale, 

A.  A,  A.  General  EiJodCs  Division: 

Ma40r  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  would  most  respectfully  beg^ 
'Neave  to  submit  the  following  report'of  the  operations  of  the  batteries 
of  Eweirs  diTision  in  the  engagements  with  the  enemy  near  Frede* 
rickeburgy  on  the  13th  and  14tb  of  the  present  month: 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  I  was  qrdered  by  General  Early 
to  take  command  of  the  batteries  of  the  division  as  acting  chief  of 
artillery,  and  I  immediately  reported  to  Colonel  Crotchfield,  chief  of 
artillery  second  corps,  for  instructions.     He  ordered  mo  to  park,the 
batteries  in  a  sheltered  spot,  behind  a  range  of  hills,  about  half  a  mile 
behind  our  line  of  battle,  and  there  await  orders.     He  shortly  after 
returned  and  directed  mV  to  take  my  own  battery,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Tanner,  and  Captain  Brown's,  under,  command  of  Lieu* 
tenant  Plater,  to  the  reli|^  of  some  batteries  occupying  a  position 
near  the  extreme  left  of  the  lino  formed  by  the  second  corps,  and  to 
report  to  Brigadier  General  Pender,  whose  brigade  then  occupied  this 
position.     Only  five  guns  were  required,  and,  by  direction  of  Oeneral 
Pender,  I  relieved  five  of  the  guns  at  that  point  by  the  two  rifles  be- 
longing to  my  battery  and  the  three  rifles  composing  Captain  Brown's. 
The  position  on  which  these  guns  were  posted  was  not  a  very  advan- 
tageous one,  but  the  best  that  could  be  selected.    It  was  a  small 
rising  in  an  open  field,  with  a  wood  to  the  right,  in  which  a  portion 
of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  was  posted,  and  on  the  left  was  a 
ditch  and  bank  running  parallel  with  the  railroad,  behind  which  a 
portion  of  General  Hood's  division  was  posted.    In  front,  at  the  dis* 
unce  of  about  a  mile,  were  four  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  with  lines 
of  skirmishers  considerably  advanced  in  front  of  said  batteries.    We 
were  exposed  to  quite  a  heavy  fire  from  these  batteries,  but  gained 
the  position  without  loss.    My  orders  w^re  to  fire  only  at  infiwtry 
unless  the  batteries  advanced,  which  orders  I  obeyed,  firing  only  once 
at  them,  and  then  only  to  cover  the  advance  ef  General  Law's  brig- 
ade, which  was  made  late  in  the  day*    I  was  kept  constantly  engaged 
at  this  point  from  eleven,  A.  M.»  when  I  gained  it,  until  night,  re- 
pelling repeated  advances  of  the  enemy  by  the  use  of  canister.    I 
relieved  these  batteries  that  night  by  Captain  Carrington's  battery, 
which  engaged  the  enemy  next  morning,  upon  the  advance  of  their 
skirmishers,  successfully  driving  them  back.     Shortly  after  movins 
to  the  left  with  the  batteries  spoken  of  above.  Captain  D'Aquin's  and 
the  Staunton  artillery,  Lientenant  Garber,  were  ordered  by  Colonel 
Grutchfield  to  the  right  of  our  Kaea,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  where 
they  were  engaged  most  of  the.  day,    Kot  having  personally  super- 
intended their  movements  during  the  day,  I  am  unable  to  describe 
then  nanatelj*    Captain  Deraent's  battery  was  ordered  to  the  front 
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Oft  the  Hih,  where  it  remMned  io  battery  until  we  mreked  to  this 
point,  without,  howeyery  becoming  engaged  at  any  time.  We  hare 
to  lament  the  loae  of  Captain  L«  E.  D'A()uin,  of  the  Looisiana  Guard 
artiUery.  A  more  gallant  offiocr  or  more  worthy  man  never  fell  npon 
the  field  of  battle.  Abo,  Lieutenant  Grayson,  Captain  BrownY  bat- 
tery. He  fell,  nobly,  at  his  post.  The  los3ea  in  the  different  batte- 
ries are  as  follows : 

Jionisiana  Guard  artillery,  Captain  D'Aquin — Captain  D'Aquin, 
killed ;  one  private  wounded ;  two  horses  disabled ;  one  gun  disabled. 

Captain  Brown's^attery,  Lieuienant  Plater — Lieutenant  Grayson >^ 
and  one  private  killed ;  nine  wounded ;  sixteen  horses,  disabled ;  also, 
one  gun  and  one  caisson. 

Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber — None  killed  or  wounded; 
one  horse  disabled  and  one  gnu  carriage,. afterwards  repaired. 

Courtney  artillery,  Lieutenant  Tanner — One  private  killed  ;  Lieu- 
tenant  Tanner  and  six  privates  wounded ;  eight  horses. disabled. 

Captain  Carrington's  battery — Four  men  wounded.^  seven  horses 
disabled. 

Captain  Dementis  battery — None  killed  or  wounded ;  four  horses 
disabled.  ^ 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  th^  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  acted  in  a  highly   creditable   manner,  promptly   and 
cheerfully  obeying  all  orders  and  standing  to  their  posts. 
«  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

/  J.  W.  LATIMER. 

Captain  and  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery  ofEweWs  Divisim, 
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SBFOBT  OF  COLONEL  B.  L.  WALKER. 

HEADQUARTKRa  Artillert  GaRps,  December  21,1 862. 

Major  B.  C.  Morgan,  •  '  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral : 

Major  :  I  kmye  tbe  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  artillery  eorps  of  the  light  division  in  the  engagement  of 
Saturday,  the  13th  instant : 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Mclntofirh.and  Pegram,  with  a  section  of 
the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham,  Johnson  and  Crenshaw,  commanded 
respectively  by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clatter  and  James  Ellett,  number- 
ing altogether  fourteen  guns,  had  position  on  the  heights  near  the 
railroad,  supported  by  Che  brigades  of  Brigadier  General  Field  (Colo- 
nel Brockenbrough  commanding)  and  Brigadier  Oeneral  Archer. 
Captaios  Braxtcn  (Lieutenant  Marye  commanding  Braxton^s  battery) 
and  Davidson,  with  five  and  four  g|rns  respectively,  took  positiqn  on 
the  left  wing  of  the  light  division,  in  the  plain  just  to  the  right  of 
Deep-  Bun  creek,  and  were  isupported  by  the  brigades  of  Brigadier 
Geuerals  Penf^er  and  Lane.  About  ten,  A.  M.,  the  enemy  began  a 
desaltor;  fire  from  several  batteries,  as  if  feeling  our  position.  Their 
fire,  about  eleven,  A.  M.,  became  hot  and  well  directed,  causing'us 
some  loss  inmen^and  horses.  Captain  %IcIntosh,  commanding  his 
own  guns,  and  the  sections  of  Captains  Latham  and  Johnson,  and 
Captain  Pegram,  commanding  his  own  guns  and  the  section  of  Cren- 
shaw, were  directed  to  withhold  their  fire  till  there  should  be  an  in- 
fantry demonstration.  The  enemy,  weary  of  suspense,  about  twelve, 
M.,  formed  a  front  to  attack  the  heights.  Their  advance,  made  by  a 
division  apparently,  was  speedily  broken  and  driven  back  by  Cap- 
tains  Mcintosh  and  Pegram^s  murderous  fire — the  enemy  opening 
upon  them  meanwhile  very  destructively  with  at  least  twenty- five 
guns.  This  attempt  having  failed,'  the  enemy,  concentrated  in  mass 
and  in  enormous  force,  moved  forward  rapidly,  protected  by  a  fearful 
fire  from  all  their  guns,  toward  the  point  of  woods  in  the  plain,  in 
defiance  of  our  guns,  which  were  served  rapidly  and  with  great  havoc 
upon  their  dense  ranks.  In  advancing  to,  and  being  routed  by,  the 
infantry  from  the  woods,  they  suffered  very  heavy  loss  from  the  fire 
of  our  guns.  While  the  attention  of  our  guns  was  devoted  to  their 
infantry,  their  artillery  caused  us  heavy  loss ;  but  as  soon  as  engaged 
bj  our  guns  their  shot  flew  wide,  though  in  weight  of  metal  they 
much  exceeded  us.  At  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  Captains  Mcintosh 
and  Pegram  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammunition,  and  having  one 
gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and  limber  exploded,  they  were  relieved  by 
the  corps  of  Colonel  Brown,  except  one  section  of  Captain  Pegram's 
battery,  which  remained  till  nightfall.  Here  we  lost  Lieutenants 
James  Bllett  and  Z.  C.  McGruder,  whose  memory  we  should  not 
willingly  let  die'.  Lieutenant  Clutter  was  wounded  also,  and  many 
brave  Inen  of  the  rank  and  file,  gallantly  doing  their  duty,  were 
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wounded  and  killed.  .On  the  left  of  the  light  division,  Lientenint 
Murye  and  Captain  Davidson,  with  their  commands,  fally  sustained 
their  high  reputation.  Three  charges  were  made  upon  their  position, 
and  gallantly  repulsed  with  canister.  Outnumbered  in  weight  of 
metaly  and  often  closely  approached  by  the  enemy's  infantry,  they  as 
often  sent  them  back  with  canister  and  shrapnel,  and  held  their  posi* 
tion  until  it  wasHeemed  expedient  to  abandon  it.  Captain  Braxton 
was  withdrawn  about  three,  P.  M.,  and  Captain  Davidson  at  nightfall. 
Lieutenant  Brander,  of  the  latter  battery^  Was  slightly  wounded. 

The  guns  upon  both  flanks  were  served  with  the  coolness  of  a  parade, 
though  exposed  to  a  fire  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air  with  destruction. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  as  well  as,  I  am  proud  to  say,  the  artillery 
of  the  light  division  did  theirs  in  this  engagement,  comparison  would  be 
invidious.  Men  and  officers  vied  with  each  other  in  their  devotion  to 
duty  and  regardlessness  of  self.  I  cannot,  however,  neglect  this  op- 
portunity to  call  your  especial  attention  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Cham- 
berlayne  as  particularly  deserving  notiecT  for  his  gallant  conduct.  Uis 
services  are  almost  indispensable. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  remain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  L.  WALKER, 
LieuUnant  Coland  commanding  ArtUUry  lAgfU  Division. 
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BEPOET    OF   CAPTAIN    NADENBOUSCH,    COMMANDING 

EEGIMENT. 

Headquarteks  Second  Begtmbnt  Virqinta  Infantry,  > 
Camp  near  Moss  Neck,  December  SS,  1862.      ) 

LicuTENAivT :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  haye  the  honor  to  sub- 
xnit  the  following  report  of .  the  operations  of  the  second  Virginia 
regiment  in  the  battle  of  Frederickshnrg,  fought  December  IS, 
1862: 

The  regiment  left  camp  near  Guineas  Depot  at  six  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on 
the  1 2tibt  instant,  marchea  to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond  and 
Frederickeburg  railroad,  thence  in  a  westwardly  direction  to  a  large 
TTOod  coyering  the  crest  of  hills  overlooking  the  battle-field.  After  a 
number  of  changes  of  position,  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  the  wood 
above  referred  to,  in  rear  of  General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hiirs 
division,  which  held  the  military  road. 

Abont  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Decembe&  13th,  the  heavy  cannonading 
on  the  right  and  left,  and  the  sharp  ekirmishiuj;  in  front,  announcea 
the  great  battle  was  near  at  hand.  As  the  day  advanced  the  musketry 
became  more  jjstinct  and  continuons,  and  soon  the  lino  in  front  of  us 
became  hotly  engaged.  *  At  this  time  an  order  to  advance  was  given, 
which  was  done  with  order  and  alacrity,  marching  in  a  northeasterly 
direction.  The  second  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and, 
in  conseqaenoe  of  this  position,  was  the  only  one  of  the  brigade,  so 
far  as  I  Jcnow,  engaged  in  the  mnsketrr  fight^  Marching  forward  in 
line,  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  origade,  I  observed  that  there 
was  no  support  on  our  right,  and  kept  a  sharp  lookout  for  the  safety 
of  that  flank.  I  apprehended  that  if  the  enemy  was  near  at  hand  they 
would  take  advantage  of  this  gap,  and  fall  upon  our  flank  at  this  un- 
guarded point ;  and  so  it  turned  out.  How,  and  in  what  way,  the 
enemy  gained  this  advanced  position,  and  what  disposition  had  been 
made  of  our  front  lino,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  The  gap  was 
there,  and  they  pushed  forward  with  a  large  infantry  force  and  a  bat- 
tery of  artillery,  as  was  ascertained  from  prisoners  captured  and 
wounded  men-  upon  the  field.  Observing  them  through  the  dense 
foliage  at  a  distance,  and  the  brigadier  being  at  a  different  p>int  on 
the  bne,  I  took  the  responsibility  of  filing  my  regiment  to  the  right, 
presenting  my  front  to  the  enemy.  No  sooner  had  I  gotten  into  posi- 
tion than  they  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and' artillery,  to  which 
the  regiment  replied  rapidly  and  effectively,  men  and  officers  standing 
to  their  posts  and  doing  their  duty  as  only  veterans  know  how.  I 
i^ejoice  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  were  but  few  men  in  the  regiment 
who  disgraced  the  name  of  soldier.  It  was  during  this  brief  but  brisk 
fight  that  the  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  three  Killed  and  seventeen 
Grounded.  Among  the  latter  were  Lieutenant  William  B.  Colston, 
commanding  compan/  E,  and  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  company  6. 
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The  enemy  soon  fled.    We  then  adraneed  to  wi&in  a  ekort  dUtuiee 
of  the  raUroad,  (the  front  line  of  the  army,)  and  remaned  in  this 

rition  until  abont  seren  o'clock^  P.  M.,  sending  forward  company 
(Captain  Randolph)  as  skirmishers  to  the  raUroad.  Abont  this 
time  the  brigade  was  withdrawn  to  the  military  road,  where  we  slept 
upon  onr  arms  nntil  half-past  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  14th  instant,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  take  position  in  advance,  along  the  line  of  rail- 
road.  There  was  qnite  lively  skirmishing  during  the  entire  day — ^had 
one  man  wounded. 

About  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  15th  instant,  the  brigade  was 
relieved  by  Rodes'  brigade,  of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  retumod  to 
the  rear  in  third  line — reserve. 

During  the  entire  four  days  of  exposure,  suspense  and  danger,  botk 
officers  and  men  evinced  the  true  spirit  of  patriots  and  soldiers.  I 
cannot  but  feel  proud  of  the  honor  of  having  commanded  such  men. 
Oaptain  R.  T.  Colston,  second  in  command,  and  Adjutant  R.  W. 
Hunter,  deserve  honorable  mention  at  my  hands  for  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  during  the  engagement,  and  their  material  aid  in  the 
command  of  the  regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

•       J.  Q.  A.  NADENBOUSCH, 
Captain  cam^manding  Second  Regiment  Virginia  Inf&ntry, 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIS  in  the  Seeond  Virginia  Infantry,  December 

13,1862: 

Company  A. — Private  Thomas  Barr,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot^ 
not  serious. 

Company  E, — First  Lieutenajit  W.  B.  Colston,  severely  wounded  by 
shell,  very  serious;  Second  Lieutenant •  J.  J.  Haines,  sererely 
wounded  by  musket  ball,  not  serious  ;  private  Samuel  Stuckey,  se- 
verely wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  Harvey  Kite,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  N.  D.  Rittenhour,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious;  private  Alexander  Porterfield, 
slightly  wounded  by  shell ;  private  J  ohn  Kiser,  mortally  wonnded 
and  since  died. 

Company  F. — Private  J.  M.  Fleming,  killed  by  shell ;  private  Ford 
Friar,  mortally  wounded  by  gunshot. 

Company  6. — Sergeant  Charles  M.  Asquith,  slightly  wounded  by 
shell ;  private  Fayette  Rawlins,  severely  wounded  by  shell,  serious ; 
private  William  Eerl,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private  Daniel  Me- 
ier, slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private  Samuel  Fay,  slight ;  private 
Charles  G.  Tabb,  slight. 

Company  K — Private  J.  A.  Luck,  sererely-  wounded  by  gunshot, 
not  serious ;  private  James  Hicks,  slightly ;  private  William  Beed» 
severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 
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Company  J.— -Private  J.  T.  Barr,  severely  wouaded  by  ganahot,  not 
serious. 

Company  K. — First  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Moore,  sHghtljr  bruised  by 
shell. 

Total,  twenty-one. 

J.  Q.  A.  NADENBOUSCH, 
Cchnd  cammoTiding  Second  Virginia  InfagUty. 
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KEPORT  OF  L1E0TEKANT  COLONEL  EDMONDSON. 

Headquarters  Twentt-Seventh  YiRcrNiA  Volunteers,  ) 
Camp Taxtm's  Brigade,Deo^mhertS,  1662.     \ 

Lleatenant  Arnall, 

A.  A.  A.  General  First  Brigade : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  order,  I  respectfaily  submit  tbe  following  re- 
port  of  the  participation  of  my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  the  13th 
instant,  before  Fredericksburg,  viz : 

General  Paxton^s  brigade,  of  which  my  regiment  form^  a  part, 
occupied,  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  the  rear  position,  or  t  :e  third 
parallel  line,  in  supporting  distance  of  General  Gregg's  brig  i^^.,  which 
occupied  a  position  on  the  second  parallel  line.  About  nin  '  -  jiock, 
A.  M.,  a  heavy  cannonading  commenced,  and  was  kept  up  iii  about 
noon,  to  ^hich  my  regiment,  and  the  brigade  generally,  was  'merely 
subjected,  but  unflinchingly  withstood.  About  noon  the  I'lPintry 
became  engaged,  and  the  battle,  for^ hours,  raged  furiously.'  )ar  line 
in  front  finally  seeming  to  give  way,  my  regiment,  together  ^vnh  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  eager  for  the  fray^  moved  up  rapid  i  v  and  in 
good  order  (passing  over  troops  which,  to  all  appearance,  seem  -  (  to  be 
doubting  as  to  their  duty)  to  the  support  of  their  comradeB  lu  front. 
The  enemy,  however,  had  been  whipped  back  in  the  mean',,  tie,  and 
our  brigade  became  not  engaged.  The  remainder  of  the  dav  was  en- 
gaged in  changing  position,  but  the  enemy  did  not  advance*^ 

I  sustained  no  loss  in  either  killed,  wounded  or  missing.     I  would, 
however,  here  remark  that  I  have  never  seen  the  officers  and  mt  ii  of  my 
regiment  behave  with  more  gallantry  and  with  cooler  cour^gv  !»eem* 
ingly  having  determined  tb  conquer  or  die. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES  I^.  EDMONDSo:^, 

Lieutenant  Coloriel  commanding  Twenty-Sevenlh  Reg*t  Virginli  Vols, 
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KEPORT  OF  MAJOR  TERRY. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Regiment  YiRcimA  Yoluntrers,  I 

Deumber  2S,  1862.      \ 

Captain  Charles  S^  Arnold, 

^  A.  A.  A.  General  Paxion^s  Brigade  : 

Sir  :  On  tho  Itth  instant  the  fourth  regiment  Virginia  rolanteere 
left  camp,  five  miles  northwest  of  Gnineas  Station,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Grossing  before 
noon,  remaining  near  there  some  hours.  Earlj  in  the  afternoon  the 
regiment,  with  the  brigade,  moved  forward,  and  was  put  in  position 
in  rear  of  a  portion  of  A.  P.  Hill's  dirision,  in  the  woods  .west  of  the 
railroad,  and  to  the  right  of  the  road  loading  from  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing in  the  direction  of  the  telegraph  road.  The  regiment*  several 
times  changed  position  during  the  afterDoon,  and  rested  for 
th^  night  by  their  guns,  a  little  in  rear  of  the  summit  in  these 
tYoods — ^the  fourth  regiment  during  the  daj  occupying  the  left  of 
the  brigade. 

Early  next  morning,  the  ISth  instant,  the  evidence  of  the  approaching 
conflict  was^heard  in  brisk  skirmishing  and  cannonading,  the  enemy's 
shot  and  shell  passing  and  frequently  bursting  near  the  fourth  regi- 
ment, but  doing  no  damage.  Towards  noon  the  regiment  was  retired 
a  Few  hundrel  yards  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  from  which  position 
we  soon  moved  forward  by  the  front.  Early  in  this  movement  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Gardner  was  severely  wounded  in  the  face  by  a  frag- 
.  ment  of  shell,  whilst  gallantly  leading  his  regiment,  and  carried  from 
the  field.  As  the  next  in  rank, I  assumed  command.  The  regiment 
continued  to  move  fSrward  in  direction  of  the  heavy  inft^try  firing  in 
front,  until  we  passed  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  fiank  along,  and  crossing,  the  military  road.  -  Here  the  fourth 
regiment  was  oi^ered  to  take  position  on  ^e  extreme  right  of  the 
brigade,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  again  formed  in  line  of  battle. 
During  this  time  we  were  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell, 
ivbich  wounded  sot^ral  of  my  men. 

The  engagement  still  progressing,  we  were  again  ordered  forward 
along  the  military  road,  and  took  a  position  then  unoccupied  by  any 
troops,  some  one  hnndred  yards  to  the  west  of,  and  parallel  to,  tho 
railroad.  I  threw  out  skirmishers  in  front  ^f  tiie  regiment;  who  kept 
up  a  brisk  fire  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  until  dark,  killing  and 
wounding  several  of  them.  We  remained  here  until  after  night,  when 
I  was  ordered  to  follow  the  twenty-serenth  regiment.  We  moved  a 
abort  distance  to  the  rear  along  the  military  road,  by  which  we  had 
advanced,  laying  down  for  the  night  by  the  road  side. 

At  three,  A.  M.,  l4th  instant,  we  were  aroused,  moved  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  through  the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  and 
were  placed  ia  petitioa  behind  the  enbankment  of  the  vailroad — the 
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fleeond  Virginia  regiment  resting  upon  a  skirt  of  woods  wbich  crossed 
the  railroad,  and  the  fourth  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  second.  We 
remained  in  this  position  daring  Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  hourly 
ezpectinff  a  general  adranoe  of  the  enemy,  but  the  day  passed  withont 
any  ineideiM^  worthy  of  notice,  beyond  the  skirmishing  between  the 
sharpshooters  on  both  sides.  I,  howeyer,  restrained  the  fonrth  regi- 
ment, and  permitted  no  firing,  and  thus  protected  my  men  from  any 
loss. 

.  At  dawn  on  Monday  morning,  the  15th  instant,  my  re^ment  was 
relieved  from  duty  on  the  advance  post,  and  retired,  with  tm  brigade, 
about  one  mile  to  the  rear,  in  the  woods,  where  wc  remained  till  Tues* 
day  morning,  from  which  place  we  marched  to  our  present  encamp- 
ment  in  Caroline  county. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Qard^ 
ner  down,  it  afford^  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
commendation.  For  coolness  uid  steadineBa  under  a  trying  fire  of 
artillery,  I  never  saw  their  conduct  surpassed.  And  while  they  were 
not  called  on  to  participate  in  an  infantry  fight  they  showed  they  were 
ready  to  m6et  its  danger  and  to  do  their  duty.  And  I  avail  myself 
of  ^is  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  officers  aad 
men  for  their  cheerful,  prompt  and  ready  obedience  to  orders  under 
every  circumstance ;  and,  when  all  have  behaved  so  well,  I  shaiUd  do 
injustice  did  I  attempt  to  bestow  marked  dietinction  upon  any.  I 
must  also  express  my  regret  at  the  loss  the  service  has  sustained  in 
the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardner,  whose  wliole  conduct 
during  this  war,  on  iinany  hard«>fought  battle-fields,  has  marked  him 
as  a  most  truatwbrthy  and  efficient  officer. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  the  casualties. 

Very  reapeotfuUy,  &e., 

WILLUM  TEERY. 
Major  commanding  Fum^  Utg^m/Wt  Firghm  Folunkers. 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  the  Fourth  lUgitiiaU  Virginm   Fd^ 

vnteen: 

Field  and  Staff.^UtutMMikt  Colonel  Gardner  Mverdy  wounded  in 
the  face. 

Comptmsf  A. — Corporal  Thonuui  CSialwdl,  shoi  in  fbet 

Omnpany  C— Wounded :  Private  8.  8.  CoddaU,  in  right  foot;  pri- 
vate  WilUam  Boyd,  in  l^t  Im  ;  private  George  Pratt,  in  left  leg ; 
private  C.  L.  Terry,  in  the  back. 

CMf^umsf  D.— Wounded :  Private  G.  H.  Hu4m»  ia  ridbt  W ;  pri- 
vate  A.  J.  Wolfe,  in  right  hip. 

Company  jP.— Wounded :  Sergeant  T.  B.  8lN)q^,  m  feet ;  private 
W.  8.  Sbupe,  in  right  hip ;  private  8.  0.  Caaiee,  in  left  aide. 

Compmy  &.— Wounded :  Sergeant  J.*H.  Sublett,  left  hup;  Corpo- 
ral G.  A.  Willis,  left  arm ;  private  P.  Hall,  in  left  hip  andbreaat. 

Campmy  JL— Wounded :  Private  J.  C.  Snider,  in  left  am. 
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The  wounds  in  most  of  the  foregoing  cases  are  slight — from  frsg* 
ments  of  Bheli.     Many  have  already  returned  to  duty. 

WILLIAM  TERRY, 

Major  commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volxmit^rs. 


sa 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  McKBNDBEB. 

Headquarters  Oirpbntbr's  Battert^      > 
Camp  Paxtan^s  Brigade^  December  23,  186S.  ( 

General  E.  F.^axton, 

Cbmmanding  First  Brigade  : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  eabmit  the  following  report  of 
ibe  part  taken  bj  this  company  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  the  13th 
instant : 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  above  mentioned,  about  six  o'clock,  ire 
were  conducted  by  Captain  Brockenbrough,  then  acting  chief  of  artil- 
lery, to  a  position  in  front  of  General  Branches  brigade,  being  sup- 
ported by  the  seventh  Nortl^  Carolina  regiment,  which  was  posted 
alongside  of  the  railroad,  about  one  hundred  yards  to  our  rear.  We 
were  instructed  to  hold  our  position  until  our  support  had  passed  to 
the  front,  then,  if  necessary,  to  move  to  another  point  some  three  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  rear.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  on  the  ground  the 
battery  was  prepared  for  action,  but  remained  silent,  according  to 
erders,  until  about  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  we  observed  the  enemy 
advancing,  on  our  right  in  considerable  force,  infantry,)  when  we,  ia 
connection  with  Captains  Braxton's  and  Wooaing's  batteries,  imme- 
diately on  our  right,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  advancing  column, 
which  caused  them  to  waver  and  break  for  a  time,  but  soon  reappeared, 
at  the  same  time  advanced  several  batteries  on  our  left  ai^d  front  to 
wiihin  short  range,  and  opened  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery  on  our 
batteries.  When  I  observed  them  advancing  with  artillery  on  onx 
bft,  attempting  to  enfilade  our  position,  (which  they  had  partially 
succeeded  in  doing,)  I  at  once  despatched  a  messenger  to  the  eoni« 
isanding  officers  of  two  batteries  to  our  left  and  rear,  requesting  them 
lo  begin  firing  at  once,  and,  if  possible, -dislodge  the  pieces  thus 
advanced.  Soon  after  one  or  both  the  batteries  began  a  very  slow 
fire,  but  without  either  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  or  attract- 
ing the  firing  in  that  direction.  The  fire  was  so  destructive  that  we 
were  soon  compelled  to  continue  the  action  with  three  pieces  instead 
of  four ;  and  still  later  withdrew  another  picQC  and  placed  all  the 
amilable  men  I  then  had  to  the  two  remaining  guns,  and  thus  continued 
the  action  until  our  skirmishers  were  driven  to  the  rear,  and  the 
infantry  of  the  enemy  rapidly  advancing,  which  being  observed  by 
Captain  Brockenbrough,  he  called  on  our  support  to  come  to  our 
rescue,  which  they  promptly  did,  passing  some  twenty  yards  to  our 
frontr-and  held  the  enemy  in  check  until  we  could  limber  up  our  two 
remaining  guns,  which  being  done,  we  retired  in  good  order  some 
minutes  after  the  other  batteries  had  left  the  field — this  being  about 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  We  left  one  caisson  on  the  field  for  want  of 
korses  to  haul  it  off.  I  then  took  a  commanding  position  some  three 
hundred  yards  to  the  rear  of  my  first,  and  sent  the  orderly  sergeant 
(having  no  commissioned  officer  to  assist  me)  to  halt  the  two  pieces 
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first  sent  from  the  field,  snd  whioli  were  then  moving  off  with  Captftin 
Wooding's  battery.  He  soon  retttrned,  informing  me  that  Captain 
Brockenbroagh  was  riding  at  the  head  of  the  retiring  column.  Sap^ 
posing  that  he  intended  me  to  follow,  I  then  mored  on.  When  I^ame 
up  with  him  fonndthat  he  had  been  severely  wounded,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  was  retiring.  He  then  ordered  me  to  take  command  of 
Wooding's  battery,  in  connection  with  my  own,  which  I  did,  and  reported 
to  General  A.  P.  Hill  for  orders,  who  directed  me  to  go  to  the  nearest 
<)pen  field  in  rear,  get  as  many  pieces  ready  for  action  as  practicable 
and  await  further  orders.  Late  in  the  afternoon  I  received  an  order 
from  Oeneral  Taliaferro  directing  me  to  return  to  a  point  on  the  left/ 
near  the  one  occupied  in  the  mornicg,  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy  at 
once.  Arriving  near  the  point  designated,  met  that  oflScer,  who  in- 
formed me  that  we  were  too  late,  directing  that  we  go  back  and  go 
into  camp  for  the  night. 


CASUALTIES: 

Second  Lieutenant  D.  R.  Barton,  killed ;  Second  Lieutenant  Wi\* 
Kam  T.  Lambie,  wounded,  severely  ;  private  Thomas  Hsstings,  killed  i 
Sergeant  F.  Karnes,  wounded,  slight ;  Corporal  P.  O'Conner,  alight ; 
Corporal  J»  F.  Fudge,  severe ;  privates  A.  Staff,  severe ;  A.  J.  Bar:^ 
row,  severe ;  George  Myers,  severe  ;  William  Baggage,  severe ;  John 
Miller,  slight;  £.  Piper,  severe;  John  Sawyers,  slight;  James  Olur 
ver,  dight;  Isaac  Swindle,  slight;  R.  Martin,  slight;  William  New«> 
comer,  slight;  M.  Clemm,  slight ;  H.  Loch,  severe;  A.  McCarty^ 
fllight;  J.  Hawkins,  severe;  John  O'Niel,.  slight;  W.  Allemong» 
severe ;  John  McCarty,  slight ;  Joseph  Grim^  slight ;  John  Cadwalat 
4er,  slight ;  Joseph  Anderson,  missing.  Ten  horses  killed  and  four 
4isabled« 

GEORGE  McKENDBEB, 
Lieutenant  commanding  BMeryx 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WARREN. 

Headquarters  Taliaferro's  BRKiADE,  December  19,  18C2. 

M:yor  Taliaferro, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Jackson  s  Division  : 

Major  :  In  obedienee  to  orders,  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  iV:- 
Icwing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  recent  act  m 
liuar  Fredericksburg : 

The  brigade  left  its  encampment  Friday  morning  about  sunr:-% 
fciid,  on  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  was  put  in  position  in  r-ar 
of  the  Hamilton  house,  in  eupport  of  the  batteries  stationed  on  :L 
hill.  This  position  it  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  dayandtiiK 
liigbt,  but  saw  nothing  of  the  .enemy. 

Early  Saturday  morning  I  was  ordered  to  the  left,  and  took  peti- 
tion in  rear  and  supporting  distance  of  Brigadier  General  Paxto^  ^ 
brigade,  in  the  following  order:  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  reginf-'- 
commanded  by  Colonel  T.  V.  Williams ;  tenth  Virginia  regiment. 
commanded  by  Captain  W.  B.  Yancey;  twenty-third  Virginia  re: • 
xnent,  commanded  by  Captain  A.  S.  Richardson  ;  forty-seventh  Al:i- 
bama  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  I.  M.  Campbell ;  forty-ei/r'.i 
Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Cr^ptain  C.  B.  St.  John.  During tr.? 
day  I  was  advanced  to  the  front,  until  I  came  up  to  the  second  1 '•'. 
at  which  point  I  received  orders  to  fall  back  to»  the  military  road  u'. . 
occupy  it. 

Next  moming,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I  occnpied  the  front  lir.^ 
^  on   General  Paxton's  left.     Early   in  the  morning  my  skirmishi:'' 
engaged  those  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  but  during  the  dajain 
jiight  following  this  part  of  the  line  was  remarkably  quiet. 

Monday  morning,  being  relieved,  we  retired  to  the  third  1'^* 
Captain  Wooding's  battery  was  detached  from  the  brigade  FriJ^v 
morning,  and  its  action  did  not  come  under  my  observation.  I'  ^^^^ 
hoirever,  early  in  the  action,  and  sustained  its  reputation  for  gal- 
lantry and  efficiency,  but,  1  regret  to  say,  suffered  severely— Gapt^-- 
Wooding  and  Lieutenant  Jones  both  being  severely  wounded.  Th« 
loss  sustained  by  the  brigade,  not  including  loss  in  battery,  ^^s 
slight,  being  two  officers,  and  fourteen  privates  wounded.  I  refer  to 
the  report  already  furnished  for  names,  &o. 
Most  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H,  WARREN, 
Cdonel  Tenth  Virginia  Begiment  commanding  Brig^- 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  H.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

Headquarters  Fifth  VrRciNiA  Volunteers, 
December  24,  1862. 

Lieutenant  C.  S.  Arnall, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjictant  General : 

Lieutenant:  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I 
lierewith  transmit  report  of  this  regiment  during  the  engagement  near 
rr^dcricksburg,  December  13,  1863. 

On  the  morning  of  12th  December,  the  regiment  with  the  brigade 
'eft  camp  with  two  hundred  and  forty-six  men,  non-commissioned, 
LCf  with  seventeen  commissioned  officers,  taking  the  road  leading  to 
Fredericksburg.  Having  marched  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  we 
were  halted  along  the  railroad  and  ordered  to  load;  which  being 
itccomplished,  we  marched  and  countermarched  along  the  railroad, 
Taking  an  oblique  course  across  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road,  we 
proceeded  along  and  upon  the  top  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  valley 
about  and  around  Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  during  th« 
remainder  of  the  day  and  night,  without  any  thing  of  importance 
occurring  worthy  of  note.  In  the  morning  at  nine  o'clock  cannon- 
ading became  very  heavy  on  our  right,  which  continued  until  the  tire 
«fa3  extended  along  our  whole  line.  During  this  artillery  duel  seve- 
ral of  the  men  upon  tlie  left  of  the  regiment  were  wounded,  one 
seriously,  in  company  F.  About  one  o'clock  we  wore  again  ordered 
back  and  formed  line  of  battle  four  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our 
former  position.  After  remaining  in  this  position  a  short  time  the 
roar  of  musketry  plainly  indicated  that  the  battle  had  commenced. 
We  then  moved  forward  to  what  is  called  **  the  military  road"  under 
heavy  fire  of  shelf,  &c.  We  were  there  halted  a  few  moments,  then 
ordered  by  the  right  flank,  moving  forward  perhaps  half  a  mile  when 
halted  again  for  a  few  momets,  throwing  out  skirmishers  at  the  same 
time,  moving  forward  in  line  of  battle  for  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a 
fence  a  short  distance  from  the  railroad,  then  we  were  halted  and 
remained  until  the  firing  ceased,  which  was  a  little  after  dark,  then 
we  moved  back  to  the  military  road  and  remained  until  near  daylight, 
when  we  were  moved  forward  and  took  a  position  in  front  along  the 
railroad.  In  this  position  we  remained  during  the  day  and  night 
with  no  other  casualties,  save  one  man  wounded  in  company  E.  The 
firing  continued  during  the  along  the  whole  line  of  skir- 

mishers ;  remaining  in  this  position  during  the  day  and  night,  we  were 
relieved  near  daylight  by  General  Bodes'  brigade,  when  we  took  up 
the  line  of  march,  moving  back  perhaps  one  mile  and  a  half,  where 
we  remained  until  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock,  at  this  period  wo 
were  ordered  to  move,  taking  the  direction  of  Port  Royal,  we  marched 
until  a  late  hour,  where  we  encamped  upon  the  farm  of  , 

in  Caroline  county,  Virginia,  where  we  now  are.  I  must  say,  in  con* 
eludioni  with  the  exceptioni  already  mentioned  in  aformer  report,  that 
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men  and  offieert  neret  behaved  bo  gallailtly^  and,  in  justice  to  all,  I 
can  give  no  one  more  praise  than  another.  Sufficient  to  say  that  all 
were  at  their  posts  and  did  their  dnty.  Annexed  yon  wiD  find  list  of 
casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  <Aedient  servant, 

H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 
Lieut€nani  CcUmd  commanding  Regiment, 


List  of  Casualties  in  Fifth  Virginia  Vohmteers. 

0 

Company  D. — Wounded:  Cyrus  Lotts,  accidentally  in  finger 
Company  E. — Wounded :  John  Harris,  seriously  in  abdomen. 
Company  F. — Wounded :  Lieutenant  John  M.  Brown,  slightly  in 
leg;  Private  Alfred  Shcflet,  leg  amputated;  Sergeant  J.  Dunlop, 
slightly  in  shoulder;  Wm.  H.  Rodgers,  seriously  in  leg;  John  Jor- 
den,  slightly  in  arm ;  Wm.  T.  Baily,  slightly  in  shoulder ;  James 
Trimble,  sUghtly  in  knee. 

Company  L  — Wounded :  Corporal  Gerard  Kin,  slightly  in  leg ;  F. 
M.  Wood,  accidental  in  finder. 
Total  number  wounded,  eleven. 

Respectfally, 

C.  H.  CALHOUN, 
Acting  AdJMtani, 


/ 
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